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Harper vs. Women 5 Energy, art, society

The countdown is underway to the

Art and Enegy: How Cultue

T .
federal election scheduled for 2015. Blbl S false VICtory Changesxamines the influence
Here's a look at one key reason to Israel's Prime Minister is still of changing sources of eggron
defeat the Harper Conservative boasting about his "victory" in human society - an intriguing ne
government: their appalling record Gaza, but the Palestinian people book at a time of imperialist wars

of promoting anti-women policies have a very dferent view to control fossil fuel sources.
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Harper vs. W omen

By Marianne Breton including the Council of Agajnst workers
Fontaine, Montréal Intervention for Quebec’s

Women’s Access to Work The possible abolition of the
Rape culture, discrimination, (CIAFT) and the Network of Rand formula; the mandatory
poverty, violence, etc.; the list of Regional Women'’s Groups haddisclosure of financial statements
evils of patriarchy is long. One theirfunding eliminated overnight. of unions to ensure that they do no
might think that every year, the Many saw the move as punishmentjnance “political” groups; special UNITED ACGAINEST IMPERIELISM
status of women is improving in since these groups were opposebdack-to-work legislation; =
Canada. But it's not, and it's notto the anti-choice views ofHarper.compulsoryvotingforugionization: UNIS C_‘JNTRE L'IMPERIALISME
just women’s groups and the leftHe also eliminated the CourtHarper hates unions, and thes
thatsay so. Accordingtothe WorldChallenges Program, whichrecent measures prove this beyon
Economic Forum, Canada’s placesupported legal action on the part doubt. Labour has long been :
ontheinternational genderequalityof ~ victims  of  gender major player in the struggle for
index has steadily declined fromdiscrimination. feministdemands. Unions have alst
7th place in 2004, to 25th in 2009. helped to drastically improve living
This is not a coincidence; it is the§ g cja programs and  conditions for their members.
result of clear policies enacted , Unionized women in Canada earr
against the advancement oomen’s poverty 39% more than non-unionized

women’s equality. Yes, Harper is omen. They are also twice as

We know that the economic andW

anti-women! ; o -~ likelytoreceive apensionandhave %
sougl poI|C|e$oftheﬁonserve}tlve etter benefits, greater protection:
. ,_ are devastating to the majority o - -
Funding for women’s ¢ people. Butwe oftenforgetthaf%rcﬁlrjigan rights and superior job 5
groups cut these measures preferred by the”r, Tory reform of E
Since Stephen Harper tookEZ?]r:aOI;mCor;ghtggilsglenggtr?ic':a(l)rkmploymemlnsurance is anothe! g N
power in 2006, the Conservativeinternationally by social democraticattaCk. against Workers,_ but s SOLIDARITY WI:"H ——
o ; . especially for women. First, & | ¥or-t1cs a6 Coumuntion|
government gradually eliminatedgovernments) d'SprOport'onatelywomenworkatpart-timejobsmore ¥ PALESTINE RN TN
funding for groups that promoteaffect women. Women are POOTeI o1 than men because of famil T

urdens and systemic discrim THE HUMAN COST OF FIFA -

women'’s rights. For example, hebecause of the patriarchal syste
qa YVES BOLDUC

has closed 12 of the 16 regionainwhichwe live, andtendto depen nation in the labour market that

offices of Status of Women Canadamore than men on public Serv'ce;uredisposes women to insecure ABLEISM & AUSTERITY

The Conservatives have madend the “social safety net” that wa
significant changes to the fundingbuilt through years of popular r?s?vse ?ggs ?C(I:C)evglgrté)aEyﬁ\)ll\gc;/r:qeen t'I'his article is published in Issue 17 of the new Rebel Youth

criteria of women'’s organizations, struggles. Canadian women earn ; magazine, http://rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.ca. To buy a
; . Insurance and will be more prone . : . .

e e e, cperege Lentsloevery ol E1 mvesigatons, whie wih (OPY S SUPSCibe, emal etevoutman@unalcom o sl

; o P fower wages than men, they ar e ' P ' .

withwomen. In other words, groupsAboriginal women in Canadawhoalread disadvantaged by th ear subscription is $12, or $4 per issue sent by mail.)

that were doing research on is_suesarned an average of 46 cents fogystemyTh eEl systen?was already

affecting women, defendingevery dollar earned by Oth.ersexist; it is now even more sexist, ot h He al bandoned th

feminist positions or lobbying on workers, in 2006. Cuts in social re aminority among gun ownerspome. He also abandone e

women’s issues are no longeservices have also specificalIy\'\"t\r;\/tr?e Corsservattlr:/e re;orstr.] the vast majority being men. Atnational childcare program and
y stop ere: € the same time, women are threeeplaceditwith ataxable allowance

considered eligible for funding. targeted Aboriginal women since . _ _ ar |
Harper did not stop there. He alsHealth Canada has made large Cugﬁf:sstgr:/gélrﬁe ﬁgxﬁr:;na?néqﬁﬁilmes more likely to be victims of of $100 per month per child under

removed the word “equality” from to health care for Aboriginal homicide committed by their school age. Another incentive for
the ministry’s objectives. Thus, peoples. DOHUSG?_-” . . ) women to stay at home.

groups such as the Victoria Status The Conservatives also prey o : -~ Rhe stil refuses 1o launch an

of Women Action Group (SWAG) elderly women by imposing%oesitri'gr?; ?r]: ‘{‘r’]oem]%r(‘jeor‘;?”pgt')rl‘i?:lan|ry|nto the 1200 missingandRFA [ Women, reli-

and the Coalition for Pay Equity in substantial cuts to public pensionst P murdered Aboriginal women

New Brunswick saw their funding Older women already face a morecYICe 0 WM 10 the courts iNgegpite calls from the internationalgious and ideological

. %I’del’ to demand equal pay for, ;
i m iffi i i community, requests for the; f
cut drastlcally, and in some casesli |cultret|re|||entsmceIowwagesW rh f ual value. H | itor y . q n Iuen(_‘es

these groups have had to close theiind job insecurity prevents many; . o eneral, demands coming

doors permanently. women from earning decentjjgfkeegfr\?v%(ﬁglnmggtglfm'i?]\gﬁhbleffom all directions, and the cries  But from whom does Harper
In 2010, 12 women’s groups pensionsduringtheirworkinglives. ; ..o ' C-C a/n aid workgin-Of Aboriginal families. To add get his charming political advice

g P . insult to injury, in 2010, Harper when it comes to public policy

the census. Thank you Harper! - gjiminated funding forthe databaseaffectingwomen? He relies heavily

Social W orkers respond t0 C-36  apti-choice agenda  mhanous aeaun that hadome ouP, called REAL

Indigenous group that hadwomen.” To give you an idea of

for workers in the public sector.
Thatisto say, Harper hasremove

. e . , supported these women. what this group stands for, they
Statement from the Canadian Association of Social Harper stopped Canada’s said they were very pleased with
Workers (CASW) on Bill C-36 funding of abortion services Women with cuts of $5 million to Status of
. through international aid. Under Women Canada: “This is a good
In response to a ruling by the Supreme Court of Canada thgjs government, the introductiondisabilities ignored start, and we hobe that the Status

Canada’s prostitution laws were unconstitutional and inappropriatgs pills that have challenged .

the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act (Bill Cyyomen's right to choose has e saw all the meastres thegrirrm]c;rpe%nemilrleFvgirr:tcuealiltydggs
36) was introduced in June by Justice Minister Peter MacKay. |hcreased. Fortunately, none Ofconservatives have taken againsiot represent “wo¥nen” but onl
enac?ed_ as drafted, the new IeglsIann will effectively makgnese bills have passed, butwe atgomen  but violence is alsore rerJents the ide(’)Io Oyf
prostitution illegal for the first time in Canada. not fooled. According to a list of perpetuéted by inaction when itfenpwinists ! gy

Beginning September 9, 2014, Bill C-36 will be before the Legalnti-choice MPs compiled by the L _ _
and Constitutional Affairs Committee of the Senate for review. Itqalition for AbortionpRightg in_comestowomenwith disabilities.  This group believes that the

anticipation of the Senate of Canada’s review of this legislation, th€anada, two-thirds of theErlérekéarréppirat?a(dwrggygsigtfo??@ﬁﬁl?r?r(g;]%g;hig?:ttImgr?(;t?rr:tte
8 onservative caucus are antigevelopment of a national strategyfragmentation of the >C/:’anadian
B I " Lhoice. While the Harper for people with disabilities who fan?il is a major cause of social
Forward; a discussion paper that serves to analyze and react to Bjyernment is thinking of re- face serious problems of povertydiso?/der ThJe obbied the
C-36 f_rom various perspectives, including ferr_unlst and_ ham&riminalizing abortion, many ayclusion and marginalization overnmént fo)r/ legislation to
Eigdluctlon apprgacr:]he_s, in the hopes of generating a social Woﬁkfgetthatthe pro-choice struggle|_|arper'S restructuring Of.gromotewhatthey begllieveto bethe
“Afior discussion and analysis, CASW believes that Bill C-36.- - Tom.complete. Its not &l government funding criteria alsoJudeo-Christian model of family
NS and analysis, ; women in Canadawho have accessngangers support for groups ofife, and forthe support housewives
with its increased criminalization of the worker and a simultaneoug, sportion services. For example ' pp .

provision of $20-million over five years in new funding to help sex, prince Edward Island, there P eople with disabilities. It is also opposes feminism,
workers get out of the trade creates a confusing and, franklypsolutely no such services. abortion, LGBT rights and same-
unhelpful model. CASW agrees that it is inconsistent of the Women, stay home!  sexmarriage. REAL Women was
government to establish new legislation whereby prostitutez_l licit i _ outraged when Foreign Affairs
individuals are regarded as victims in certain situations but not ifarper complicit in WO';'{;‘] ri]r?tg(;lki]tziictsﬂi]r?r?h srf_" ;?I‘D"é?r'l\q/'&”s':it:rr] i?lzngi;'{]‘;g'gsbzed the
other instances. 4 / lar - S 1aw.

If sex workers are victims in need of assistance how might the‘);lOIence against government. They represent only - Thisisagroup advising Harper.
also be criminals? This is an important question for the Legal add¢omen 17% of the Conservative caucusBut there are several others. For
Constitutional Affairs Committee of the Senate to consider when . This is not a coincidence. In theexample, anti-choice lobbyists
moving forward in reviewing Bill C-36. Harper has implementedideology supported by Harper,have privileged access to the

As Canada readies itself for the September 2014 opening of tHgStrictions in the immigration women's place is in the home. Heoffices of the Prime Minister.
Human Rights Museum, which heralds “Canadians’ commitment g/ Stém that penalize refugees anblas supported income tax splittind_obby groups such as the religious
human rights,” CASW urges the Senate and the current fede gmale victims of sexual andfor couples. Not only does thisDefend Marriage Coalition boast
government to reassess Bill C-36: criminalization of the worker i§°MOPhobic violence. He hasmeasure favour the rich, but it alswf their unprecedented access to
not a human rights response to prostitution policy. worked hard to abolish the firearmsprovides a strong incentive forthe Parliament in Ottawa. How

registry. Remember that womenwealthy families to keep women atreassuring®
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Legal challenge against Medicare delayed by six months

A dangerous legal challengeother Canadiandoctorsrespectandlinics extra-billed patients R
against Canada’s universalcomply with,” said Rick Turner, $491,654 in roughly a 30 day 1] 11
Medicare system, which had beeBC Health Coalition co-chair. period,” said Dutt. “Even more i I 4

scheduled to go to trial on Sept. 8The case has cost far too mucloutrageous is the fact at the same = | Y L

in B.C. Supreme Court, has beertime and taxpayer money already.time, claims appear to have been h i

puton hold. The judge hearingthe Both groups, which have submitted by the clinic to the 47 4% B & —

case granted a request from thentervener status in the charteiMedical Services Plan for services — a RCrut SR> LA 70 Rl \

legal team representing thechallenge, are calling on the BCprovided to some of these same | sy | Bl [j | TYREE NEW CLNKS IN ONTARN

plaintiff, private clinic owner Dr. government to ensure that anyatients.” - . - e ‘{
Brian Day, for a six-month delay resolution of the case protects The BCHC and CDM argue RS THAK o

of the trial in order to pursue aequitable access to care fothatthe province should insistthat P g’i:’.l”’a
resolution with the defendant, thepatients. Day cease charging patients for '
government of British Columbia.  “The request for a resolution isservices covered by the MSP.

As reported in the Sept. 1-15a positive first step but we are “I’'mhopingto see this case end
issue of PV, Day’s challengequite disappointed that, as of yetpnce and for all,” said Turner. “It
targets legislation that limits for- we have not heard Dr. Day make @ a distraction that prevents us
profit delivery of medically commitment to actually stop from focusing on real solutions to
necessary services, allegedlyunlawfully billing patients,” said issues like long waittimes that will
because these rules violate th®r.Monika Dutt, chair of Canadian not compromise Canadian values
Charter of Rights and FreedomsDoctors for Medicare. of equitable access to health care
In reality, Day’s clinic often  “A 2012 BC government audit based on need not ability to pay
charges clients more than the cosif Day’s Cambie and Specialistand responsible management of
of procedures carried out undeReferral clinics revealed thatthesgublic funds.”e
Medicare. It had been expected
that an eventual ruling would be . . .
appealeduptothe supemecout— V/ICtOr'y for Mexican union leaderNapoleon Gomez

A victory for Day would open  The United Steelworkers dissolution of a union trust fund in finally end the political persecution so that Gomez can travel freely
the gates to a US-style system(USW) has praised an Aug. 282005, was baseless andfNapoleon Gomez,” Gerard saidoutside of Canada,” said Gerard.
where most residents have to pajexican appeals court decisionunconstitutional. This is the “Since 2005 Gomez and Los"In addition, Grupo Mexico and
for private health insurancethat definitively quashes criminal eleventh time that the MexicanMineros have been attacked bythe other Mexican mininginterests
through employers. Healthcharges against Napoleon Gomegovernment charged Gomez withthe Mexican government and gianmust sit down with Los Mineros to
Coalitions across Canada haveJrrutia, President and Generakthe same offence and the eleventmining companies like Grupo negotiate an end to the existing
campaigned to push back againsecretary of the National Minetime that the appellate courts havé/iexico. labour conflicts. Canadian mining
health industry privatizers, by and Metal Workers Union, Los ruled in his favour. The Mexican Due to the accusations, Gomezompanies such as Excellon that
demanding that governments puMineros. Attorney General’'s office has lived in Canada since 2006have flouted the rights of Mexican
the health of the people ahead of “Napoleon has been such arannounced thatitwould respectthéle was granted Canadiarworkers and landowners should
profits. inspiration, and we’ve been prouddecision, which cannotbe appealectitizenship in June of this year. also come to the table.”

The BC Health Coalition and to stand side by side with him “Thisisatriumphforthe USW- Los Mineros has been targeted “The persecution of Napoleon
Canadian Doctors for Medicarethrough eight years of fighting Mineros alliance and for thefor winning the highest wage Gomezisacase studyinimpunity,”
welcomed the possible resolutiorthese false charges,” said Kerinternational trade union solidarityincreases of any workers in MexicoGerard said. “The U.S. and Canada
of the charter challenge. Neumann, USW National Direc- campaign,” said USW Inter- andfororganizing thousands of newshould not even think of expanding

“We are pleased that Day seemsor. "Now he’s finally victorious.” national President Leo Gerardmembers in a democratic labouMexico’s trade benefits under the
to be finally recognizing the need In a unanimous decision, theSince 2005, the USW and Losorganization, aswell as denouncing rans-Pacific Partnership, or any
to abandon a law suit that neveFourth Collegiate Tribunal for Mineros have constructed a Northcorruption and industrial homicide other trade agreement, until it is
had any merit, and was no moreCriminal Matters of the First Circuit American solidarity alliance basedin the mining industry. clear that Mexico is going to
than a stalling tactic that hasinthe Federal Districtruled thattheonjoint bargaining, organizingand “Now it is time for justice. respectits own law and deal fairly
allowed himto floutthe basic rulesgovernment’s criminal charge political action. Mexico must immediately tell with Los Mineros.”e
of medicare, rules thatvirtually all against Gomez, based on the “This court decision should Interpoltowithdrawits Red Notice  (www.usw.ca/losmineros)

Public Education Project candidates inV  ancouver

Jane Bouey has served twaystematically and intentionally in the Vancouver school districtwork of district employees, our More than ever, it is essential to
terms as a Vancouver Schoolindermined public education. Atbecause provincial governmentschools are not as clean and wellelect trustees who will not buckle
Board trustee, in 2002-05 andthe same time, they slashed taxe$inding increases have not kepkept as they need to be. Seismito these pressures.
again in 2008-11, when she wagiving $2 billion in annual breaks pace with rising costs.” This upgrading still lags behind the Declining enroliment is a
the vice-chair of the VSB. Thisforthe richand corporations. Whenincludes $31.5 million in lost promises made by the provinceseriousissue in Vancouver, which
fall, Bouey and Gwen Giesbrecht| was first elected in putting students and has many private alternatives. The
the former chair of the Vancouver2002, Christy Clark staff at risk. The threat rising cost of housing pushes many
District Parent Advisory had rammed through of school closures is familiestothe suburbsin search of
Committee, will be trustee legislationthatillegally ongoing. Layoffs mean affordable places to live. This
candidates for the Public ripped up contracts increased workloads, raises the issue of a living wage,
Education Project. Thisgroupwaswith teachers, and and lower employee which | support.
formed to address the tendencynstituted a policy of | morale. Mostimportant, There are other important
for Vancouver civic elections to“Choice”. Teachers, students don't receive issues, such as standardized
focus exclusively on City Councilstudents, education the quality of education testing, the new B.C. Ed Plan, the
issues, virtually ignoring public workers, parents, and they deserve. even newer B.C. Skills for Jobs
education. some school boards Underfunding Blueprint. Public education must

September began withteachergffectively pushed also pushes districts, be defended from moves that
across British Columbia on strikeback much of this | administrators, and evenwould lessen the role of critical
against a government whichFraser Institute individual teachers and thinking.
stubbornly refuses to engage innspired agenda. parents to desperately
serious collective bargaining. However, public Jane Bouey (left) and Gwen Giesbrechtwillbe on  seek more revenue.How do you relate public
Liberal Premier Christy Clark confidence in the the ballot in Vancouver as School Trustee While COPE and education and equity issues?
hopes to use the dispute to inflicschool system, candidates of the Public Education Project. Vision/COPE school
further damage on the publicteachers’ morale, and boards have tried to | am proud that the COPE and
education system, openlythe quality of education havestaffing (including 524 entry level reign in various fees that parents3/ision/COPE boards to which |
encouraging families to shift to suffered. The greatestvictims haveeachers) and $15.5 millionin cutspay, the system is greatlywas elected took a leading role in
private schools. been studentswith challenges sucto educational supplies andsubsidized by fundraising, andadvocating for public education.

Speaking to People’s Voice,as learning disabilities, English asservices. through donations by teachersWe did our best to keep cuts away
Bouey explained why she hasnadditionallanguage, thoseliving These cuts disproportionatelyDistricts compete to attractfrom classrooms, to win more
decided to run again for VSBin poverty, and those who faceimpactstudents with special needsnternational and online studentssupport for inner city students, to
trustee during this unprecedentedacism, homophobia, andThe BC Teachers Federatiorand set up academies and minidefend fair collective bargaining,
attack against public education. transphobia. calculates that the number ofschoolsto compete with publicly-to improve aboriginal education,

specialist teachers in speciafunded private schools. and to work for safer, more
| believe in the enormousWhat are the key issues facingeducation dropped by 769 FTE There are growing pressures tavelcoming schools for all students.
democratic potential of a well- the Vancouver school district? from 2001 to 2012. This is why look to corporate funding, P3s, In 2002-2003 public hearings
funded public education system. class size and composition mustontracting out, and selling of land.were held across the province, to
Having served two terms on the Among the critical issues for be fairly negotiated. So far, in Vancouver, this neo-develop the Charter for Public
Vancouver School Board, | takeour schools, underfunding is The massive cuts toliberal agenda has been largelfEducation. The Charter stresses
pride in pastaccomplishments, buhumber one. The VSB says thatnaintenance budgets, and layoffpushed back. The COPE school
thereis much thatwe mustachieve'since 2002-03, $47 million in of CUPE, IUOE, and tradesboard of 2002-05 that | served on
The Liberals have education services have been cyteople, mean that despite the hardven “contracted-IN” cafeterias. see EDUCATION, p. 11
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resources better spent on improving the lives of Aboriginal wo

But why can’t a country as wealthy as Canada afford both? |
federal government can spend tens of billions on new fig
bombers and a heavily armed fleet of ships, why can’tit spare
fraction of thatamount on clean drinking water, decent housing
education, and job creation for the poorest and most he
oppressed people in Canada? Plus a few million dollars more t
outwhy Aboriginal women face such shocking risks of violence
murder?

This is not about dollars, it's about respect. The governme
obligated to take immediate action on this just demand, becal
comes from the indigenous peoples of Turtle Island. Just d
Stephen Harper should shut his patronizing, patriarchal, r
mouth, call off his attack hounds, and simply do the right thin

Unite to defend public services

The Callto Action by the recent Peoples’ Social Forum in Ott
includes these words: “it is more necessary than ever to

atiny
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People's Social Forum marks
new stage for movements

CUPW, CSN and UNIFOR, As reflected in the Call to
labour’s presence was prominentAction, the forum was not socialist
The financial support of severalin content. However, the Call
CLC affiliates made the forum contains demands that
Canada’s first Peoples’ Socialpossible. fundamentally challenge
awd-orum marked a new stage inthe From the standpoint of capitalism.

vonlenewal of Canada’s labour andesistance and renewal in heavy For people entering political

nt is
Ise it
nce,
Acist

B

By Darrell Rankin,
Manitoba leader of the
Communist Party of Canada

together to counter the currentfederal Government and the donjinaggmocratic movements. The forundefensive struggles, dangers antife, the forum was an enriching

elites’ savage attacks to our collective and individual rights,
jobs, our pensions, our public services, our environmen
immigrants, the poor, people of colour and, ultimately, to our fu
and that of future generations.”

This Call is very timely. The new government of Quebe
launching a major austerity blitz, and working people are alrg
resisting, including municipal workers in Montreal fighting
defend their hard-won pensions. On the west coast, Christy Cl
Liberal government is sabotaging the public education system
the aim of encouraging parents and students to switch to taxp
funded private schools, but parents, students and teache
rallying together in huge numbers. In Ontario, newly re-ele
Premier Wynne campaigned on a budget that promised an a
the-board public wage freeze, privatization of public services,
the sell-off of public assets. Wynne didn’t talk much about

ouwas a challenge to our time of fewsetbacks, the forum represents aexperience, especially for those
, toictories, where strikes are fewadvance in some important areasyith instincts to attend the more
ureven for economic demands, wherguch as recognizing the need focrucial workshops. The best
most people are not on the streetmovements of all nations in Canadavorkshops were those where
isor organized. to work together, to develop apeople had a chance to participate
ady It was a blow against thepeoples’ agenda, and forin the discussion, such as the
to oppressive dread produced byrganizing and action. democratic convergence assembly
arkisactivity. Close to 5,000 people  The closing assembly openedvith small group discussions on
withttended the four-day forum whichwith the comment that “2015" wastopics such as developing a
ayanded on August 24 in Ottawa. in the background of the entirepeoples’ agenda.
s areHundreds of people at theforum - the need to defeat the The months ahead will see the
tedtlosing assembly approved a CalHarper Conservatives and theidevelopment of various peoples’
ross-Action with the aim of freeing agenda, “even for those who deagendas. This can only be
angociety from “neoliberal not believe in electoral politics.” welcomed as the start of a more
herccapitalism, imperialism, patriar- The Take Back Labour serious discussion about theory

neoliberal agenda, allowing Tim Hudak’s Tories to corner
market on far-right ideas, but the emerging labour/comm

coalition in Ontario has a big job to stop this assault. Everywherdarge companies on Peoples.”

thechy, colonialism, racism, hetero-assembly report disclosed vasand tactics to realize these
itysexism, and ... the domination ofchallenges: to democratize theprograms with the support of
labour movement, organize themillions.

governments keep slashing taxes on the rich and the corporgtions,The forum was a movement ofunorganized and marginalized, For those of us who believe in
drying up revenue that could be used to improve and expan@iovements, a showcase of 50@evelop a militant left agenda,fundamental social change, thisis

desperately needed public services.

workshops and assemblies fobecome action-oriented, workwitha great opportunity to raise the

The ideological poison behind this attack is the concept thit agctivists, and a snhapshot of the broad range of groups and to dediscussion “how would such a new
“consumers” we should pay as private individuals for health darestate of the peoples’ movements irtolonize the labour movement. society differ from socialism?”

education, or pensions. That view is deliberately promote

t€anadaatatime ofgrowingcrises. Also in the background was The next peoples’ forum will

undermine decades of social gains achieved by working people @rucially important was the socialism with tables andbe held in Montreal in 2016. By

the wake of the Great Depression. Similar collective actio

iprominent participation and newspapers promoting a range ofhen, the discussion may allow one

desperately needed today, to stop the right-wing steamroller, gnditespect for the Aboriginal rights left and Marxist views. The Young of the assemblies to be devoted to

win the struggle for a better future. The fight to defend pupliomovements.
servicesis agreat place to start building a united, powerful resistance.“Capitalism still continues to represented,

Communist League was well-socialism, or socialism and the
hosting twopeoples’ agenda.

wreak havoc,” said Hassanworkshops against austerity and
Husseini at the Take back Laboumwar. (For the text of the
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assembly. Husseini's bid for CLC  Itwas aforum where you could "Call to Action" from
president last spring helpedask labour economists like Jim the Peoples' Social
consolidate  the growing Stanford or anyone else: “Is Forym see page 12)
involvement of unions in the capitalism getting better or
political struggle. worse?” The answers - or absenc

From rank and file activists to thereof - showed that socialists ari
newly-elected CLC presidenton the right track and it's time to
Hassan Yussuff and leaders obrush up on Marxism.

--------\
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In our previous issue, we printed a graphic about events during tje
“October Crisis” of 1970. The graphic states that the War Measurds
Act was imposed by Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau in response
the kidnapping of British diplomat James Cross and the killing of
Quebec Labour Minister Pierre Laporte by the Front de Libératio
du Québec. In fact, Cross was kidnapped by the FLQ on October{ﬁ,

1970, and then Laporte on October 10. On October 16, the Whr  label, for example,
Measures Act was declared, the Canadian military was deployedlin will have their
Québec, and hundreds of people were arrested with no chargedor subscriptions expire
bail, including many with no connection to the FLQ. Only after tha with this issue,
declaration was Pierre Laporte killed. Police reports kept secrgt  Sept. 16-30, 2014
until 2010 indicate that his death came accidentally during %
struggle with his abductors. James Cross was released by an FLQ
cell on December 4, in exchange for free passage to Cuba for ks

members. Three other FLQ members were arrested on Decembeij28
and later convicted for the killing of Laporte.
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Jonquiere W almart ruling: a victory for
workers’ right to organize

onthe workers democratic right to

Central Executive Committee, .
organize.

Communist Party oCanada, Now, after a protracted legal

Sept. 2, 2014 battle by the UFCW and great

Adecade ago, Walmartworkersdetermination, tenacity and
in Jonquiere, northern Québecperseverance by the Jonquiere
made international mediaworkers who filed many
headlines and won the attention oEomplaints, court cases and

world. In August 2004, the workersCanada (SCC) has historically
became among the first Walmartsuled largely in their favour with a
to unionize in North America.  5-2 decision authored by Justice

Winning a certified unionwas a Louis LeBel. (The workers also
small but significant advancebeat out a former major multi-
against a notoriously vicious anti-national Canadian law firm, expert
labour mega corporation - and aon labour law, where various

prevent shop closures during
organizing and collective
bargaining, as companies can still
close a shop, but that cause must
now be proven. Although big
business has considerable time to
demonstrate such just cause, this
proof is the burden of the
corporation not the union.

The Communist Party of
Canada has always supported any
strengthening of all workers’ right
to organize (including foreign
workers, part-time, “on call,”
domestic, agricultural, contract
workers, etc.) The Communist

breakthrough for organizing theformer Prime Ministers like
unorganized in general. After aTrudeau and Chretien have
hard struggle, the workers joinedworked).

Commercial Workers (UFCW).

Party also opposes mass layoffs
and shop closures, and demands

Specifically, the SCC ruling of Canadaand atthe federallevel.they be prevented through
Local 503 of the United Food and  The struggle to win the ruling agreed with the workers that

The SCC ruling therefore legislation with teeth - including

shows how hard workers mustfightWalmart shutting down their storereinforces workers’ legal right to the employer giving two years

Walmart, however, refused tojust to win enforcement of thewas a drastic change in theirorganize, at a moment whennotice and also public tribunals on

negotiate a collective agreemengxisting provincial labour code. “working conditions” - which is existing labour law is under anany large shop closures, with the
in good faith and after severalWhile a victory, the workers haveforbidden by s. 59 of Quebec’sunprecedented attack in Québepower to nationalize the shop.
months, the UFCW was forced tostill lost their jobs. Nor is their labour code while the collectiveand federally by the Harper Furthermore, the Communist
demand that an arbitrator settleight for compensation completelyagreement is being negotiated Conservative government (Air Party has long proposed that a Bill
the collective agreement. Justdayever. Walmart will have to pay theand saw this action as a violationCanada, Canada Post, El, etc.) bf Rights for Labour be enshrined
after, Walmart announced it wasunion’s legal fees, and an arbitratoof the workers right to have helps not only the Jonquiére andn a new Constitution, drafted by a
closing the Jonquiére storewill impose what LeBel very negotiationsingood faith, and theitWalmart workers but workers in constituentassembly of the peoples
throwing nearly 200 workers into generally called an “appropriatefundamental human rightsgeneral. If other corporationsand nations of Canada, which
unemployment and tearing upremedy.” including freedom of association.temporarily lay off employees, should extend and protect the
Québec labour law. There was Thatnotwithstanding, LeBel's Further, the SCC ruling explicitly dismissthem, or close-up an entirgolitical rights of labour as well as
immediate broad public outcryruling is positive and should besaysthat“The mechanism codifiedshop after an organizing drive, theythe rights to collectively organize,
across Québec and the rest afised to the maximum advantagen s. 59 is by no means specific tavill most likely also be forced to to free collective bargaining, and
Canada against Walmart's attacloy the labour movement. Quebec, asitexistsinall provincegpay. The SCC ruling may notto strike.®

Gaza’s resilience and Bibi’s false victory

party’s past glory through fractiouspost-ceasefire press conference is Wrong. Eventhe tactical victory the history of Arab-Israeli wars.

alliances. He served as primeelling enough. was denied thistime around, unlike Gaza's ceasefire “celebrations”
minister from 2009-2013, and for He seemed desperate angrevious wars, most notably thewere not the kind of celebrations
In the rush to analyse thea third term (a rarity in Israeli defensive, arguing that Hamasso-called Operation Cast Leadhatwould follow afootball match

By Ramzy Baroud, UK
Morning Star

outcome of Israel's 51-day war inhistory) from 2013 to the present.failed to achieve its war objective, win. To comprehend it as an

Gazasome may have neglectedan He succeeded not simplyalthough itwas Israel, not Hamas expression of mere joy is a mistake

important factor: this was not abecause he is a shrewd politicianthat instigated the war with a list of andreflects alack of understanding

war by traditional definitions of but also because he managed tobjectives - none of which were Other of Gaza society.

warfare, thus the conventionalunite Israel around one goal -achieved anyway. i It was more of a collective
VOICES...

That being the case, how carvarious Palestinian resistancestartthe war, norhad any demand over 11,000 wounded and maimed
we explain Israeli Prime Minister groups, including Hamas, andthen, a group official told Al to care for. Let alone the total or
Benjamin Netanyahu’s triumphantbuilding Israel’s military. He had Jazeera. The demands were mad2008-09). The Gaza resistancgartial destruction of 18,000
statement on August 28 and thesuch command over that politicalin the subsequent ceasefire talksimust have learned from its pastomes, 75 schools, many hospitals,
massive celebrations on the streetdiscourse that no-one even camé&gypt and some of them were inmistakes, managing to withstand anosques, and hundreds of factories

analyses of victory and defeat aresecurity. This he did by fighting  Hamas responded by mocking statement by people wholost2,143
simply not applicable. “Palestinian terror,” areference tohis statement as the group didn’ lives, mostly civilians, and have
of Gaza regarding the resistancelose - not the newcomer centrisfact achieved.

“victory” over Israel? politician Yair Lapid or evenright-

be understood in context.
Soon after the ceasefiref®
declaration on August 26, endind®
Israel's most destructive war o
Gaza yet, Netanyahu seemed t
have disappeared from the sceng
Some Israeli media bega
predicting the end of his political
reign. Although this notion was a
bit hasty, one can understand wh
Much of the man’s political career
was predicated on his “anti-terror”
stance and Israeli security agend
He served as prime ministe
from 1996 to 1999, with the
decided aim of defeating the Oslg
“peace process.” He argued i
compromised Israel’s security.

Then as a finance minister inTyyq palestinian boys walk amid the rubble of destroyed homes

-

51-day war with a destructive and shops.

Netanyahu is twisting languageoutcome unprecedented in all past It was a message to Israel that
Tobe truly fathomed, they mustwing and far-right hawks Avigdor and stretching the truth in aGaza conflicts.

the resistance has matured et
Shortly after the ceasefire,Israel’'scomplete dominance over
hundreds of fighters representingvhen wars start and how they end
all factions, Fatah included, stoods over. Interestingly, “liberating
at the ruins of the ShejaiyaJerusalem”wasinfactadominant
neighbourhood in Gaza city.theme among jubilant Palestinians
“There is no room among us forin Gaza. Another theme was the
that defeated, weak Arab,” theinsistence of national unity among
military leader of the Gaza all Palestinians.
resistance Abu Ubaydah declared Resistance discourse, al-
as throngs of people showered thenugawama, is now the most
fighters with kisses. dominant in Palestine and it goes
The victory of the resistancebeyond factional divides or the
cannot be understood within thetired discussion about useless
same context of Israel’s own“peacetalks”thatgarnered nothing
definition of victory, or false forPalestiniansbutterritorial loss,
victory. What is clear is that thepolitical division and much
resistance “was able to establisthumiliation.
deterrence, displaying an That sentiment is already
incredible level of resilience andreverberating in the West Bank.
strength, even when equipped wittBut how it will be translated in the

Ariel Sharon’s government (2003-jy shejaiya, Gaza, on August 27, 2014. 'eng \ Inth
05), he was troubled by Sharon’s primitive weapons,” as argued byfuture is yetto be seen considering

intentions regarding withdrawal Lieberman and Naftali Bennett. desperate attempt to score &amah Sabawi. the fact that the Palestinian
from Gaza. Infact, itwas the Gaza Butthen Gazahappened -awapolitical victory, orto simply save  The very idea that powerful Authority (PA) there is weak in its
“disengagement plan” that endedhat could possibly becomeface. But few are convinced. Israel, and the likes of Netanyahudealings with Israel and very
the Netanyahu-Sharon alliance. Netanyahu's biggest Writing in Foreign Policy on can use Palestinians as a testinigtolerant of any political dissent.

It took Netanyahu a few yearsmiscalculation and perhaps theluly 20, Ariel llan Roth came to anground for weapons or to enhance After failing to end the Gaza
to fight his way back from the reason for his downfall. Aside from early conclusion about the Gazaapproval ratings seems to be overesistance, Netanyahu is left with
seeming oblivion in Israel’s thecollapseinhisapprovalrratingswar, claiming two things were The “old wisdom” of Sharon that nothing other than putting
complicated political landscape.down from 82 per cent on July 23certain: “The first is that Israel the Arabs and Palestinians “muspressure on PA President
He fought a gruelling political to less than 38 per cent shortlwill be able to claim a tactical be hit hard” and “must be beaten'Mahmoud Abbas, 79, whose
battle, butmanaged to redeem onlwafter the ceasefire announcementjictory. The second is that it will as a precondition for calm or peacehoice, after Gaza's war, means
some of the right-wing Likud the man’s own language in hishave suffered a strategic defeat.'was challenged as never before iso little to begin withe
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Labour must lead escalating fightback
In solidarity with BC T eachers

Statement by the Communistconstitutional

Party of BC, Sept. 3, 2014

British Columbians
dismayed and increasingly angryshut down the school system.
that public schools across the Asthe Communist Party of BC

poor.

collective rates by 50%, to build housing forofthis dispute. Thisisafurtherbig The moment has arrived for the
bargaining rights of teachers, andallthe homelesslivingin our streetsstep towards a US-style vouchetabour movement and its allies -
even that their actions wereand to do much more to improvesystem, in which corporationsall those who stand against the
are intended to provoke a strike andhe lives of working people and theextract huge private profits from privatization of public assets and
public education. The Frasersocial programs -totake adecisive,
“The Liberals, similar to Institute has advocated suchpowerful collective stand against

province are closed as the 2014pointed out last spring, “The entirecapitalist governments every-policies for decades, and thisthis government and its far-right
15 academic year begins, with n@ublic health and education sectowhere, support the wealthy andfanatically pro-corporate think agenda. The resistance against this

end in sight to the labour dispute
imposed on students and teache
by Christy Clark’s Liberal
government. The Communist Pa
of BC stands in solidarity with the
BC Teachers’ Federation in thei
courageous struggle for a fai
collective agreement, the right to
negotiate class size and
composition, and a funding
formulawhich reverses many years
of cutbacks, layoffs and school
closures across the province.

Over the summer, many
remained hopeful that the
governmentwould eventually backi
down from its refusal to engage i
real collective bargaining, and find
a way to reach an agreement wit
the BC Teachers Federation b
Labour Day. Now, it is clear to
both critics and supporters that the

1 # education not for sale

corporate-driven attack must move
quickly towards escalating
mobilization by both public and
private sector unions, using awide
range of tactics including massive
demonstrations, occupations, job
actions, and labour/community
strikes. Labour has everything to
gain and little to lose by deciding
to step up the fightback
immediately, while public opinion
is still largely on the side of the
teachers. The alternatives - leaving
the teachers alone on the picket
line, or surrendering in faint hopes
of an NDP victory in some future
election - are simply a recipe for
an historic defeat which would
weaken the entire labour
movement in British Columbia.
The moment has come for
decisive action by the entire trade
union movementand its community

use this dispute in order to gut thés under ruthless attack. In countrythe corporations, not the vastank has enormous influence ovenllies. Every possible form of
public education system across thafter country, austerity policies havemajority of working people. The the Liberal provincial government. pressure must be exerted now to
province and to smash the BCTFcreated higher unemployment andjoal of the BC Liberalsisto createThe current dispute wasforce PremierClarktoentergenuine
Premier Clark’s determination slashed the quality of publicendless crises in the publicdeliberately engineered by thecollective bargaining and to fund
to pushthis agenda has not changesirvices, as part of a drive to shifeducation system, not to improvegovernment to declare that thishe public school system properly,
since her first period as Educatiorthe wealth produced by workingschools. They want to impose aartificially-created crisis justifies sothatall B.C. students canreceive
Minister under Gordon Campbell,people into the hands ofform ofunofficial privatizationby a complete restructuring of thethe high quality educationthey need
when the Liberals illegally ripped transnational corporations and theiforcing British Columbiansto turn public school system. There shouldand deserve. The Communist Party
up collective agreements, slashedealthy shareholders. BC Liberalto profiteering private school be no illusions - such an outcomeof BC urges the BC Federation of
funding for education and othertaxation cuts for the rich and theoperators to educate our children.fvould inevitably expand in the Labour to respond to this urgent
vital programs, and launched acorporate sector have costthe public This analysis has been proverdirection of wider austerity, crisis with animmediate solidarity
vitriolic propaganda campaigntreasury over two billion dollars correct by developments over theprivatization and contracting outsummit meeting of all unions and
against teachers and other publiannually for the past twelve yearssummer,  especially  theacross the entire public sector icommunity groups to begin
sector workers. On two differentenoughto reverse the underfundingovernment’s decision to offer British Columbia, with disastrous building powerful, united fightback
occasions, the courts have ruledf education and the health car@arents $40 per day for eactconsequences for working peoplenovement against the Liberal
that the Liberals violated thesystem, to boost social assistancstudent under 13 for the duratiorand our communities. government’s corporate agen@a.
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BCTF calls for binding arbitration

On Sept. 5, the BC Teachersdowever, BCPSEA [BC Public And, we will continue to stand
Federation called for binding Schools Employers Association]up for our Charter rights. But
arbitration in their labour dispute. and government made it clear lastve don't think arbitration is an
While the Liberal provincial weekend that they were not readyappropriate avenue for matters
government has rejected this offerpr willing to get the job done. before the courts.

BCTF members were voting onThey did not respond in any As you know, their attempt
the proposal on Sept. 10, after thisneaningful way to any of the to bargain their way out of thei
issue went to print. significant moves teachers madetwo court losses has been the

We reprint here excerpts from Today, we are putting forward biggest obstacle to a settlemer
a Sept. 5news conference by BCT&nother option for all of us - They must drop E80 and
President Jim lker. governmentand teachersto resolveegotiate a new fund that wil

... Earlierthisweek, | outlined athis dispute and reach a fairprovide meaningful improve-
simple, pragmatic, and practicalsettlement. The BCTF is callingments to students’ learning
way forward to ensure all partieson BCPSEA and the BC Liberal conditions in the interim.
involved reach afair settlement sayovernment to agree to binding The government’s curren
we can get schools open... arbitration. Learning Improvement Fund

Throughout this dispute, BC If the BCPSEA agrees, thedoes not meet the needs of olr
teachers have led the way in tryindBCTF will quickly putthe question students. It's just the sam
to reach a fair deal that gives outo our membership for a province-money they keep re-announcing.
students more support. We havevide vote to end the strike. The status quo isn’'t goo
made moves, proposed creative It is the fastest and most fairenough.
ideas, and taken job action onlyoption that will see schools open Everyone knows our school
when absolutely necessary. and kids back in classrooms.are underfunded. We must ta

In return, the government hasTeachers want to be in theaction now.
put up road blocks. Their focusclassrooms teaching. | think Two days ago Premier Clar
has been on delay tactics, a $40-garents and students agree - andchlled class composition he
day payout scheme, and attack adsope government does as well. numberone priority. Parents an
on Twitter. | hopethatallcomesto For this option to work, the teachers will hold her to that.
an end today. BCTFis proposingto send matters It's time to see more

Thisweek, the BCTF Executive of compensation, benefits, andnvestment throughout th
Committee metwith our provincial preparation time to binding public education system t
Bargaining Team and we arearbitration. improve the learning condition
proposing another way forwardto  We will also ask governmenttoof all students - those wit
get students and teachers back ileave the matters currently beforespecial needs, those learning
the classroom. the court, and related to the courEnglish, those who just nee

Today, we are not closing anyruling, to the courts. some more one-on-one time |-
doors, just opening a new one. BC teachers remain 100%all children. Every one of ou
Mediation with Vince Ready in committed to improving the studentsdeserves more thanthis
our view is still a viable option. learning conditions of our studentsgovernment is giving them.e.
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Maduro announces “Five Big Revolutions” in V

enezuela

With files from TeleSUR -
venezuelanalysis.com

The government of Venezuela
is stepping up its efforts to respong
to the unrest which shook the
country earlier this year, with a
combination of structural changes
and economic measures.

On Sept. 2, Venezuelan
president Nicolas Maduro
announced what he described a
“five revolutions”, as part of a
need to “improve our service to
the people.”

Maduro said the revolutions
would be a “a new way of _
functioning” for the government,
and emphasized the need for
more “efficient” government.

The following five revolutions,
he said, “should be united, and
should define the government
policies, giving power to the . ; :
people, it will be the people who Pemonstrators at a huge pro-gorvernment rally earlier this year in Venezuela.

push government policy.”

which used to be swept off the
shelves in hours are lasting over
four days.

In border areas, the biometric
system will replace the previous
slower method of taking down each
customer’sidentification number.
Smuggling mafias would easily
steal people’s ID numbers to
bypass this previous system.

But not everyone is impressed.
Caracas mayor and hardline
opposition advocate Antonio
Ledezmawarned thatthe scanners
were a sign of the further “Cuban-
ization” of government policy. The
opposition Democratic Unity
Roundtable (MUD) upped the ante
by declaring a campaign against
the system, starting with a
nationwide cacerolazo (public
banging of pots and pans) in
resistance to what MUD spokes-
person Cristobal Fernandez Dalo
calls a “repressive” operation.

Vice-president Jorge Arreaza

Thefirstrevolution that Maduro rights.” It aims to transform all was one of “territorial socialism”. fingerprint scanners stationed ahas asked that Venezuelans not be

outlined is

the economic governmental structures, and endie explained that it was aboutcheck-out counters, to track how‘manipulated” by the opposition,

revolution, promoting production, with  what “remains of the consolidating the communalmuch each individual buys, insisting that the system will not

“in order to guarantee stability”. bourgeois state.”
“All the efforts of the emphasized theimportance of theocialist model”.
government should be fight against corruption. “It’s not

Maduro model, and creating a “new ecablocking customers from making “restrict consumers... only help to
over-large or over-frequentidentify those who speculate, steal,
about purchases. It comes in the latesand profit from the food of our

concentrated on this, to make this Inthis fourth revolution he also environmentalism, its aboutwave of reforms to eradicatepeople.”

revolution successful,” he said. announced a range of newecosocialism, environmentalismscarcity and speculation.
The second revolution is theministers and structures. Madurdsn't enough,” Maduro stated.
knowledge revolution, involve announced a timeline for social

Others say the system only

The measure will only be skimsthe surface ofthe realissues
Meanwhile, the “biometric directed at 23 basic productsat hand. Caracas resident Alexis

science, technology, and culturemovements to elect “popularsystem” now installed in 11 majoramong them milk, flour, and beef, Yanestold reporters that he agreed
“I call on all of Venezuela, on the presidential councils”, including supermarket chains nationwide tovhich are the most commonwith the new measures but, “it
youth, students, teachers, to bér communes, women, youth,combat scarcity has producedbjects of smuggling. If acustomemwould be good if companies in-
part of this revolution, to be part of culture, and workers. Electionswillimmediate results. All super-is not purchasing one of these 28reased production and improved
the country’s social development,be held during September andnarkets will have the systemitems,they are notrequired to scaulistribution as well. That [sector]

its spiritual development, forming October.
a new ethics for a new society,” Interms of the new ministries,
Maduro said.

installed by Nov. 30.
“The eternal lines have grown

their fingerprint.

It is estimated that 40% of
they will be restructured, with shorter.... and products that use¥/enezuelan products are smuggledgainst smuggling, the Venezuelan

is very impaired right now.”
Onthe other side of the struggle

The missions are the thirdsome combined, and many fallingto be considered “a big find" areillegally out of the country to be National Guard has been cracking
revolution. Maduro emphasizedunder “vice-presidencies”. Theever-increasing uponthe shelves,5old for a profit. Internally, the down on the Colombian border
their importance in “building vice-presidency of economy andread a recent headline in Zuliasystem will avoid the schemes ofsince August 12th. Two weeks

socialism, creating the new societyfinances, for example, will group state’s largest private newspaperstreet vendors,

known aslater, 148 people linked to

where social rights and life aretogether six ministries. Of these ,Panorama. The state’s capital anuhoneros, who hoard basic itemsmuggling had been arrested, and

guaranteed.”
The fourth revolution involves no longer be Rafael Ramirez,Maracaibo, has been the center gfrices when they grow scarce.

state policies and “creating anewwho becomes the foreignthe government’s pilot program

state, one that's really democraticminister. since August.

one that’s about justice, and Maduro said the fifth revolution

the minister for petroleum will Venezuela's second largest cityto be re-sold for hugely inflated 641 tons of food, 413,854 liters of

gasoline, and 301,440 medicines

In Maracaibo, supermarkethad been seized while being
owners report that since thetransported illegally out of the
The system is composed ofsystem’s installation, productscountry. e

U.S. leads W est In child homicides

The US leads Western nations The number one cause of deathelieved to be involved in somerelationship.
in child homicide rates, while among males between the ages &f9,900 gangs in 2011.

millions of children around the 10 and 19 is homicide in several The UNICEF report, compiled middle-income

perpetrator was an intimate partner

Data from 40 low- and or arelative, the report stated.
countries

However, it is not only low-

world are threatened with physicalCentral and South Americanfrom 190 countries, also revealedndicates that exposure to certainncome countries that are
sexual and emotional abusegcountries including Panama,that two-thirds of children forms of sexual violence is notsusceptible to such acts of violence.
including murder, rape andVenezuela, El Salvador, Brazil,worldwide between the ages of 2Zi1ncommon in the experience ofThe UNICEF report pointed to the
bullying, a new UNICEF report and Guatemala, according to thend 14, which is almost 1 billion, many girls: The number of Optimus Study carried out in

reveals.
The report, entitled “Hidden in

report.

are physically punished by theirfemales aged 15 to 19 who havé&witzerland in 2009, which
Meanwhile, Nigeria has the parents or caregivers, while moreever experienced some sort otollected

information from

Plain Sight: A Statistical Analysis largest number of children’s thanoneinthree students betweeanwanted sexual experience iradolescentboys and girls (aged 15

of Violence against Children”, deaths, totalling 13,000 in 2012.the ages of 13 and 15 worldwide
demonstrated that death byBrazil was second with 11,000face regular bullying in school.
homicide is every much a threatdeaths. “We're not talking about a little
foryoung people asitisforadults. The United States rankedsmackonthe bottom,” Bissell said
In2012 alone, murders claimedseventh in the world (behind“We're talking about a blunt
the lives of about 95,000 childrenNigeria, Brazil, India, Congo, instrument, and repeated.”
and adolescents aged 0 to 19 Mexico and Ethiopia) in global The violence “cuts across
almost one in five of all homicide homicide figures among ages 0 tdoundaries of age, geography
victims that year. 19, with over 3,000 youth religion, ethnicity and income
Although most of the young homicides recorded in 2012. brackets,” UNICEF Executive
homicide victims (around 85,000 “If there is one common aspectDirector Anthony Lake said in a
or 90 percent) came from low-of human society right now, it is statement. “It occurs in place
and middle-income countries,the fact that tremendous violencevhere children should be safe, thei
such asin Latin America and thels committed against children,” homes, schools and communitie
Caribbean, the United States toolSusan Bissell, chief of the childIncreasingly, it happens over th
the top spot among 34 Westerrprotection unit at UNICEF said in internet, and it's perpetrated by
democracies, with an average o& press release.
four adolescent homicides per
100,000 people

in 2012.adolescents joining gangs washildren.”

to 17) on their experiences.

In terms of sexual
victimization a much higher
proportion of adolescent girls
(22 percent) said they
experienced atleast one incident
in their lifetime than adolescent
boys (8 percent). The report
mentioned online interactions as
a source of the victimization
among youth.

The conclusion of the UNICEF
report was that the footprint left
by violence against children has
increased in the past decade.

“Violence begets violence. We

family members and teacherstheir lifetime varies widely, know a child experiencing abuse
The problem of children and neighbours and strangersandotheganging from no reportedis more likely to see violence as
experiences among adolescentormal, even acceptable and more

(Incidentally, this is the samealso factored in as a reason for The report also devoted agirlsinKyrgyzstanto 22 percentlikely to perpetuate violence

child homicide rate recorded forhigh violence and homicide ratessection to sexual violence,among girls in Cameroon.
Iraq, which is suffering in the among youth. In the United revealing that around 120 million

against his or her own children in

Among adolescent girls whothe future,” Lake said.

aftermath of the 2003 US military States, for example, 273,875girls, oronein 10 worldwide, havehave been subjected to sexual http://rt.com/news/185256-us-

invasion). children (under age 18) werebeen forced into a sexualviolence, the most

likely unicef-children-homicide#
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¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Ebola kl”S 120 andthe names ofthose distributingJnion PIA, All Pakistan Trade that pay rise.” curb industrial action with higher
them; and an incident in whichUnions Organisation, Sindh O’Gradysaidthatworkerswerethresholds in strike ballots.
health workers “several addicted workers wereLabour Federation, Home-basechot sharing in the benefits of theO’Grady describe the plan as a
caught smoking marijuana.” Workers Movement, Mazdoor economicrecovery, and predictedfundamental attack on human
EbolaVirus Disease (EVD) has Suchinformation was typically Mahaz Amal, Pakistan Fisherfolkboth industrial action and protestgights that takes the UK towards
impacted highly on health careused by police to monitor, harasg=orum, and others. would take place in future monthsthe kind of regimes seen in
workers across the West Africanand detain union activists in the The UK minimum wage for undemocratic authoritarian
region. According to a report from hope of discouraging future unrest workers over 21 is set to rise tostates”.
the World Health Organisation, said Sebastiao Neto, a member oltEnerg_y V\{Ol’k-el’S 6.50 pounds next month, the first
more than 240 health care workerghe National Truth Commission. \/S, pr|vat|zat|on real-term cashincrease since ZOOEU S. labour urged
have been infected with 120 ofHe cited testimony the group has But O'Grady urged Chancellor = "~
them dead. gathered from workers who met Workers and trade union leadersseorge Osborne to commit to the¢Q hack wealth tax
Since the outbreak of the virus,with such treatment. staged a demonstration on Sept. FUC's call for fresh increases in
2,615 persons have been infected Volkswagen and otherto oppose plans to privatizethe minimum wage, and for With the wealth gap in the
out of which about 2,000 havecompanies involved in the spyingTaiwan’s state-run petroleumemployers to begin paying theUnited States greater already than
died. could face civil lawsuits and evencompany. CPC Co, a state-ownedliving wage”, pegged to actual in any other major country, U.S.
Speaking atatraining workshopreparations if they contributed topetroleum, natural gas, andiving costs in specific areas. Sen. Bernie Sanders has called for
and launch of the WHO interim human rights violations. gasoline company, is the core of Unions representing about sixa progressive estate tax on multi-
infection prevention and control the Taiwanese petrochemicalsmillion members acrossthe publicmillionaires and billionaires.
guidance for healthcare workers industry. and private sectors debated issues “A nation will not survive
National President of the Medical The protest rally took placeincluding jobs, the economy, morally or economically when so
and Health Workers Union of outside an industry forum held inpublic services and TTIP - thefew have so much while so many
Nigeria, Dr. Ayuba Wabba, said Taiwan to promote the experienceplanned EU/US trade deal. A serieiave so little. We need a tax system
health workers are particularly of selling off state-owned energyof motions called for unions to which asks the billionaire class to
vulnerable. He added that with thd companies in neighbouring Asianstep up campaigns for better payay its fair share of taxes and which
way Ebolavirus is evolving, there nations such as Malaysia and Soutlncluding taking co-ordinated reduces the obscene degree of
was need for extra care on the pa| Korea's Korea. industrial action. wealth inequality in America,”
of health care providers. Brandishing placards and Following a one-day strike in Sanders said in a Sept. 6 speech at
He said, “while all health shouting slogans, representativeduly, public sector unions arethe Vermont AFL-CIO annual
workers are at risk and should from the CPC Co. workers’ union planning further action in October,convention.
safeguard against infection, som disrupted the proceedings. Unioraccording to Dave Prentis, general The growing wealth gap in the
are more at risk due to the highe Secretary-General Chuang Chuehsecretary of one of the largesttrad®).S. is worse now than at any time

probability of coming in contact an stated that CPC Co. employeesnions, Unison. since 1928, the year before the
with patients who might be are staunchly against plans to “In the week starting October Great Depression began. The top
infected with Ebola virus. These privatize the company, which they13 we will be taking action, not 1 percent of Americans own more
include all our members working compared to shooting an arrowonly in local government but alsowealth than the bottom 90 percent.
in the following departments: Abolish Ministry before a target has been drawn. in the health service and othefThe richest 400 Americans have
medical laboratory, health ) . ) Chuang stated that the union igublic services,” he said. amassed more than $2 trillion in
information, community health, Of Privatisation! especially vexed by the event, Local governmentworkers arewealth, a sum greater than all of
laundry, nursing care, clinical which was aimed at privatizing expected to strike on October 14the assets of the bottom 150 million

services, and environmental health. Representatives of the majorCPC Co. under the guise of aHealth workers are also likely to Americans combined. One family,
There is every need for extra carérade union organisations ofdiscussion on sharing thetake industrial actionthatweek agzhe Waltons of Walmart fame,
tobetakenbythese cadre of healtiPakistan have urged theexperience of Asian state-runhundreds of thousands of NHSowns more wealththan the bottom
care workers... The WHOgovernment to scrape itsenergycompanies. He emphasizestaff are currently being balloted.40 percent of Americans.
guidance booklet will be of privatisation plan for key statethat if CPC Co. is privatized, theUnions say that 60% of NHS staff =~ More Americans live in
immense value for this, which isinstitutions and abolish the federahation’s fuel prices would be were denied a pay award this yeaipoverty today than at any time in
why we are making copiesMinistry of Privatisation. exposed to the influence of The TUC is also organising ahistory. Half of all Americans have
available to all state councils and In aresolution passed at a joint/olatility in international markets. march and rally in London on less than $10,000 in savings. The
branches of the union. Access taneeting convened on Sept. 6 ifThe interests of employees wouldOctober 18 on the issue of pay. U.S. has the highest rate of
this must be available to all ourKarachi, the labour leadersbe harmed by inevitable cuts in The conference also highlightedchildhood poverty - 22 percent -
members.” deplored the past experience ofvages and benefits following thethe Conservative Party’s plans tahan any other major country.
The meeting stressed that sincerivatisation calling the processprivatization process, he added.
the disease has no cure, thdisappointinganddamagingtothe CPC Co. has recorded losse
emphasis should be on preventioncountry and overall economy. Thethis year, but Chuang urged
meeting decided to form agoverning bodies to conduct g

Many items in our "Global Class

VW spied on committee against privatisation,debate to decide the fate of thg Struggle" column are from the
p and to organize mass protestsompany. He also urged | abour S tart website
Brazilian workers around the issue. petrochemical experts to lead the )

Millions of workers lost their company should the governmen WWW _|ab0urst art_org

At the height of union unrest in jobs and earning sources and thnsist on carrying out its
Brazil in the 1980s, nearly 20country was deprived of valuableprivatization plans. CPC Co.
companies fed information to therevenue earned from theseéblames its losses on government
country’s brutal military institutions. The only tool of the policies stating that the company . . _
dictatorship to quash the workemworkers to get their rights if must sell fuel at subsidized rates Join the Communist sf:

~

uprising, and Volkswagen playedbargaining rights, which was =

a crucial role. snatched after the privatisation. [ JK Unions step Party of Canada 4
Documents uncovered by The trade union movement . The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of

Reuters show that the companyeceived a great set up because Q,flp flg htback fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociafsm.

spied on union leaders andhe pastprocess of privatisation as The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
activists, helping the military and mostly the new private owners The squeeze on public sectof fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sojour

police identify and attempt to removedthe membersofthe unionpay, the prospect of more publiq members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp
strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our polfcies

suppress workers. Among themand started fresh recruitment orsector strikes and attacks on uniorfs . , |
was Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, contract basis. were at the top of the agenda fof 2and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rhore
who later became the country’s We do notsee any benefitto theover 500 delegates from more thafy 2Pout Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
president. economy fromthe privatisation of 50 British unions at a four-day Central Committee CPC

Papers from VW markedthe mostly profit-earning event in Liverpool, held by the 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
“confidential” were unearthed asinstitutions, exceptfor afewwhoseTrades Union Congress (TUC). 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

part of President Dilma Rousseff'sperformance can be improved A TUC poll has found that a
“truth commission”, which is through good governance, theymajority of workers have seentheij PartiCommuniste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
. . . .y L. Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

investigating abuses by theadded. pay fall behind inflation in recent| 5359 Ave bu Parc, suite "C" ) ‘

government and industry leaders The pastgovernmentof Generajears. Commissioned for thel Montreal, QC, H2v 4G9 o A e B, R2W 2M3
from the 60s through the 80s. VWPervaiz Musharraf privatised theconference, the poll found halfthg Email: peapcc@gmail.com Tél: 438-338-8890rg . 204-586-7824
?upplled!ntelhgenc_e on everyth_mgproflt earning Paklstan work force think their employer go(éggmfg'ﬁ\fs \C/ercouver’ BC.vsLaj1  Ontario Cree. CPC

rom union meetings to strike Telecommunication Corporationcould afford better pay rises tharl go4-554-9836cpinfo be@gmail com 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
demands, going so far as to takéimited (PTCL). staff have been given. Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446

down license plate numbers ofthe The meeting warned that if the “We’ve seen the economy| Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC

vehicles present at union events.government did not stop therecovering, prices going up, profit] Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 265 helvin Ave., Aot 915

And Volkswagen went even process of the privatisation, themargins going up,” said TUC| Te" 7804657893 Fax:780-463:0209 1} 905 648-0586

further, according to Reuters. Thetrade union movementwould starigeneral secretary Franceg S29ey oPC Atlantic Region CPC

company reported the showing ofan agitation campaign against the'Grady. “The only thing thatisn't | caigary, AB, T2A 4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOx 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO

a socialist-themed film at a unionprocess. Participants includedgoing up is people’s wages anq saskatchewan CPC Telffax: 902-542-7981
headquarters; the contents of flyersepresentatives of the Karachi Porpeople feel pretty determined tha @ailz <mail@communist-party-sk.ca> j

distributed outside its factory doorsTrust Labour Union, Skyways now is the time that Britain needs
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Scotland's referendum: the Communist view

independence as proposed in th
White Paper would weaken suc
bargaining power and strengtherg
that of big business and of it
state machine at both British anc
Scottish level. Membership of
the sterling area would
subordinate Scotland to curren
neo-liberal policies without any
power to change them - at the®
same time as seriously eroding

The Scottish Committee of thethe opportunity for united
CPB defends the right of nationsworking class action across th
to self-determination and nations of Britain to do so. g
condemns the Coalition govern- Worse still, membership of the
ment for its threats of non-EU would oblige Scotland to s
cooperation. incorporate in any written _ ) . . . .

If a majority of the Scottish constitution the terms of the 20125¢ottish First Minister Alex Salmond and Deputy First Minister
people vote for independence inTreaty on Stability, Coordination Nicola Sturgeon walk past a sign showing the date for the
the 2014 referendum, then theiand Governance. This TreatyScottishindependence referendum
decision should be respected. Ourequires even tougher controls on
commitment to the right to self- government spending than theadverse market reactions. Leftof economic

A long-awaited referendum
on whether Scotland should
become an independent
country will be held on
September 18. The following
statement on this issue was
adopted in March 2014 by
the Scottish Committee of
the Communist Party of
Britain.

e

business. Currently that power is
concentrated at British level and
represents above all the interests
of the City of London.

Under a “White Paper”
Scottish Constitution, big
business will continue to exercise
this power through its
disproportionate ownership of the
Scottish economy and the binding
requirements of its instruments,
the Bank of England and the EU
Treaties.

A No vote in the referendum
has to be made the springboard
for remobilising the working class
movement at British level to
demand real constitutional
change.

The fight for radical fed-
eralism, as outlined in Red Paper,

intervention, mustbegin now. Atthe sametime

determination is one of principle. Stability and Growth Pact - with wing supporters of independenceownership and control and athe fight for the objectives of the

At the same time, the Communisthe same objective:

usingneed to think through thefederal parliament with overall People’s Charterandthe People’s

Party maintains its other principleunemployment as the marketconsequences. The socialist Lefpowers over economic policy andAssembly, backed by the united
of judging the exercise of that rightregulator to curb the trade uniondoes not possess anything like mass constitutional obligation to trade union movementin England,

interms of the class interests of thenovement.
Scottish people and of those of While it is conceivable that

support in Scotland today.

redistribute interms of social needScotland and Wales, must be
Election results show this. The We believe that this providesstepped up. Radical Federalism

working people in Britain and some of the most reactionaryinevitably rancorous negotiationsthe best framework for uniting will only be won on the basis of

internationally.

aspects of the White Paper, sucbver the division of resources willworking people on class termsclass mobilisation across the

On this basis, Communists dobas NATO membership andharden nationalist attitudes. Yetagainst the state power of bignations of Britain.e

not believe independence on theeducing Corporation Tax, mightthese years, 2015-2017, will be
terms proposed is in the interestbe reversed as a result ofrecisely when the terms of the
of working people today any moresubsequent political mobilisation new written Scottish Constitution
than it was in the 1970s. At thatby the Left, we judge it to be will be determined and the SNP’s
time Communists and the Left inextremely unlikely thatthere would White Paper demonstrates a clear

School privatisation

the trade union led the way in thebe a reversal of positions onintentto do so on the terms set by galns momentum |n UK

fightfor a Scottish parliamentwith Sterling and EU membership.  big business and Scotland’s own
powers to intervene in the The transitiontoindependencefinance capital sector.
economy, to develop publicwill take place at a time of

Aninfluential British Tory think security axeman lain Duncan
Thisiswhy Communists opposetank, the “Centre for Social Justice”Smith, hired a host of advisers

ownership and increase labour'sliminishing oil revenues and this White Paper onIndependenceg(CSJ), has set out a sweepingncluding representatives from

power over capital - powers thatunfavourable

economic Instead we continue to call forblueprint for more schoolsleading

“academy school”

would in turn strengthen thecircumstances - allowing anyradical federalism as the best wayrivatisation, in a new report privateers to draw up new policy
bargaining power of working Scottish government, and the bigpf developing class cohesionclaiming to be about “closing the brainwaves.

people across Britain. business controlled media, to calacross the nations of Britain:divide” in education.

Its hit list included a push for

It is our conviction that for fiscal “stability” in face of national parliaments with powers The CSJ, founded by socialmore charities to get involved in

President Obama, let the heroes go!

By James Thompson, http://
houstoncommunistparty.com/
PresidentJohn F. Kennedy wrotd® . - .
a landmark book calldérofiles in ik 1 o - (e

Courage He studied the lives of a |

number of political leaders in the X ﬂ o
United States who stood up tg
negative forces and did the righ
thing even though it may not have

 Dorarc Horndndes]
been in their best political interest | Samiiit

President Obama is reportedlyrp e of the "Cuban Five" heroes - Gerardo Hernandez, Ramon Labanino and Antonio Guerrero

an admirer of John F. Kenn,eqy'(tlst, 2nd and 5th from left) remain imprisoned in the US.
President Obamais also arecipien

of the Nobel Peace Prize.

Famihidd Godibbis

running “free schools”, a payment-

by-results “national improvement

programme” to encourage

academy chains to take over
schools in “disadvantaged” areas,
and extra powers for new regional
schools commissionersto privatise
local management.

Critics have long warned against
the risks of emphasising “good”
and “bad” schooling, which creates
a system where some sites are set
up to fail.

The UK government boasts that
250 free schools have opened since
2010. Any “suitable sponsor” can
apply for approval to open a free
school, including businesses,
academy chains, parents, teachers,

both in the United States andsentence and returned to Cuba ihe was released. This was at thether schools, universities and faith

Itis puzzling to many why the around the world have united with2014. Three remain in prison ancheight of the Cold War and theregroups. Private schools can also

president has not responded to tha single demand - “Free the 5!" have been there since 1998.

was great reactionary pressure tapply to convert to free school

mass movement demanding the The Cuban 5 are five heroes A US government operative, leave Mr. Winstonin prisonin spite status to access state funding. Free
release of the Cuban 5 (a.k.awho came to the United States tqAlan Gross, was apprehended byf his serious medical problems.schools do notneed local authority
Miami 5). The mass movement isgather information on right wing the Cuban authorities for attemptingPresident Kennedy demonstratedupport, and many have been
very large and is international interrorists located in Miami who to incite Cubans to overthrow theirhis courage and fairessin reversingpproved to open in areas with
scope. Many high-ranking were plotting violence againstgovernment. He has beenthisinjustice eventhoughitwas nosurplus places.
celebrities and political leadersCuba. Indeed, they carried outanguishingin prisonformanyyearsin his best political interest. “Free Schools” can set their
many attacks on this sovereigmow and has been ignored by the The 16th anniversary of theown pay and conditions for staff;
nation and killed many people andObama administration. The Cubansirrest of the Cuban 5 would be amploy teachers without qualified
destroyed much property. Th_eappeareagerto make a swap of thexcellenttime for President Obamaeacher status; determine their own
Cuban 5 were successful inthree remaining Cuban 5 for Alanto demonstrate to the world that headmissions policy and curriculum:
gathering crucial information Gross. However, the effort of thehas the courage that Presiderdnd set the length of terms and
which they supplied to the CubanCubans has fallen on deaf ears. Kennedy had by releasing the School days.
government so that they could President John F. Kennedy wasnd arranging for a swap for Alan “Academy schools” are directly
prevent these violent attacks faced with a similar situation whenGross. The world could then segunded by the Department for
These courageous men foughke took office. A high-ranking that President Obama is a NobeEducation, and operate as non-
international terrorists toe to toeleader of the Communist Party ofPeace Prize winner not only inprofit charitable trusts. Many
and saved many innocent lives. the United States of Americaname but also in action. He couldreceive financial support from
On September 12, 1998, thqCPUSA), Henry Winston, had follow this courageous act bypersonal or corporate sponsors,
Cuban 5 were arrested. Theypeen apprehended during thevorking with Congress to end theoften with no experience in the
received a trial which many McCarthy era and was imprisonecblockade of Cuba and lift travel education sector. One is Sir Peter
maintain was unfair and theyfor a number of years beforerestrictions so that US citizensvardy, the Evangelical Christian
received astronomical sentence&ennedy took office. There was ancould travel freely to one of ourcar dealer, whose Emmanual
compared with others convictedinternational outcry atthisinjusticecountry’s closest neighbors.Schools Foundation promotes the
of similar charges. One of the 5and there were demands to releaseresident Obama campaigned fofeaching of creationism. The
completed his sentence in 201Mr. Winston. On June 21, 1961,office on themes of “Change” and
and was released and returned tPresident Kennedy granted‘Progress.” Mr. Obama, show us
Cuba. Another completed hiswinston executive clemency andsome Change and Progress!

Henry Winston, a prominent
leader of the Communist Party
USA, spent seven years in US
jails as a political prisoner.

see UK Schools, page 11
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A study of energy , art

and human society

Art and Energy: How

Culture Changesby Barry
Lord, AAM Press 265 pp.
Review by Wally Brooker

Barry Lord’s new boolrtand
Energy: How Culture Changés
about the influence of changing
sources of energy on aestheti
culture, as well as the influence o
aesthetic culture on the pace o
adapting new energy sources
While sources of energy from
earlier eras are still necessaril
with us (firewood, coal, wind, etc.),
there is always, he says, a cuttindy
edge source of new energy tha
transforms the social-economic™, ; ; 3
environment and the resultingFire Hearth 790,000 BC by Giovanni Caselli
cultural values.

Commenting onthe Greek poethecessary, as well as taxesheroic individuals and wealthy
Hesiod's description of Zeus' ragemarketplaces, and writing.
afterlearning that Prometheushad Slavery became a vital sourcsshemes. A new individualism
given fire to human beings, Lordof energy in the ancient world. emerged in the arts with the rise o
writes, “such a god’s-eye view of Total control of agricultural labour genres like portraiture
the fires of many communitiesgave economic and military (Rembrandt), and the novel
gives us aglimpse ofthe prehistori@dvantages to slave society elite{Cervantes, Defoe).
and ancient world’s primary This mode of production made
cultural centre, the hearth”. Firestanding armies possible, as welCoal: The Culture
allowed humans to gather togetheas a leisure class that engaged in .
inthe evening to tell stories, inventphilosophy and literature, andOf Production
songs and dances, and reinforcavested its surplus in ambitious he decli f th £ sail
their values. The use of tallowworks of architecture, and The decline of the age of sal
lamps enabled the astonishing cavenonuments that served to proclai
paintings found in Africa, Spain and maintainits dominance. Slav
and Southern France, painted byrtisans were disciplined to
artists some 30 millenia ago. provide exquisite pieces of

The kiln was a further jewelry, furniture, bronze
application of fire, fostering the ceramics and glass.
craft of pottery. Later came the
forge, which introduced bronzeWind Power
and iron, transforming the weapons
ofwar and the tools of agriculture, In the period of European
and harnessing animals forcivilization known as the
domestic use. In a vivid passage;Renaissance” cultural change wa:
Lord contrasts the tamed animalpowered by technological
depicted on the walls of Egyptiandevelopments in sailing. New
tombs with the energetic animalsmethods of rigging made it
of prehistoric cave artists. possible to harness wind energy t

. explore the globe and exploit other.
Co-operatlon & peoples and resources. Humarl?'CkenS and Hugo.
Slavery

energy was organized for the
exchange of surplus, an activity
Lord asserts that co-operatiorthat required the invention of an
inthe workforce is also a source ofabstraction: the international
energy, with the earliest co-exchange rate.
operation being the division of Lengthy trading expeditions
labour between women and menwere risky and expensive affairs
Once the advantage of co-(asShakespearedramatizetiie
operation was understood,Merchant of Venige To spread
collective identity followed, and therisk,jointstockcompanieswereand smoke of the industrial
the acknowledgment of individual formed, followed soon after by nvironment
leaders. Large-scale collectivestock exchanges. The age of salf ’
labour made it necessary to storeoincided with the growth of .
and distribute surpluses over aompetition between merchantEl€Ctric T ransfor-
wide area, making armed guardempires. Artists beganto celebrat¢nations

crisis was found in the
" “underground forest”. Coal

population into cities. Coal stoked

the industrial revolution, fuelling

for cultural works, like the

Some artists, like the poet

mass culture by embracing

industrial and agricultural

patrons, rather than religious

gombustion engine has driven ang

njvas precipitated by an energy crisigentury, working-class solidarity
dn Europe. By the 18th century,countered consumerism, but neo
many countries were experiencindiberalism,
deforestation. The solution to theThatcherism in the 80's, partly

emerged as the cutting edgeéndividual consumer. Contem-
energy. Itreorganized workplacegorary governments continue t
and concentrated a growingpromise high consumption levels

steam engines, cotton mills, andtorresponds to consumer culture
Yailroads. Itmade overnight postalas opposed to class identity, in th
service and daily newspaperst offers a “marketplace of ideas,”
possible, and global mass marketand eschews “grand narratives”

?Jhenomenally popular novels ofcharacterized by a smorgasbord

Baudelaire, responded to the newio develop their art as a brandy,

alienation. Others, like the painterimposes brands on cultural inst
Van Gogh, gave a new dignity totutions and festivals. Large-scal§, o\ ertheless con

labourers. More radical new waysBiennale confirm the culture of
of seeing were pioneered by Turneconsumption and the growing
and the impressionist painters, withwealth and power of the top-tenth
their interpretations of the steamof art dealers and auction houses

organizations grew rapidly in this Borrowing from a popular 1947
era, artists too, felt that they couldpoem by W.H. Auden, Lord
change the world. characterizes this phenomenon as
Electricity inspired inter- “the culture of anxiety.” The mood
national modernism, a movementvas expressed after the war by
for the transformation of art andabsurdist writers like Camus,
society that included thelonesco and Beckett, and
architecture and design of thefilmmakers like Resnais and
Russian constructivists, the Bahaugntonioni.
school, the cubism of Picasso, the In recent decades, new causes
epic theatre of Brecht, the abstracof anxiety have emerged with fear
music of Schoenberg, surrealisnof nuclear meltdowns and global
and the anti-art of Dada, thewarming. Fears actively fomented
revolutionary muralists of Mexico, by governments in the
and the cinema of Chaplin. It wasmetropolitan centres of capitalism
an age that favoured innovationinclude growing anxiety about
over imitation. “security” and “austerity”. Lord

provides examples of the efforts
Oil & Gas: Culture

of several contemporary multi-
. media artists to warn of the
of Consumption
Since 1900,

corrosive effects of this culture of
anxiety.

Some contemporary artists,
acting to the wasteful and

nvironmentally destructive

ulture of consumption, are
reflecting a “culture of scarcity.”
They advocate impoverished art,
made from discarded or low-cost
materials. But, says Lord, this
“frightens the haves and
discourages the have-nots.” He
names his vision of the emerging
sustainable world “the culture of
stewardship”. Its key values are
storage, access, and sustainability.
Lord rightly celebrates elect-
nic archives (libraries and
museums) as creative cultural and
media centres, but his description
Oof digital data as “congealed
'energy” calls for fuller explanation.
When he writes approv-ingly of
new museums designed by
rchitects with sustainability in
ind (living green roofs, geo-
thermal wells), and art galleries
that offer immersive experiences,
ne might well ask, who is this
or? Where are the visions of
ustainability for the 99%7?

While he argues that digitization
as weakened the collective
Rdentities that formerly supported
"transformative causes, he

cludes on an
optimistic note, predicting that the
time will come when the culture of
consumption will be a distant
memory. But we can't build a
sustainable future on hope alone.
Where is the human agency to

Nuclear Energy: The  bring about these changes?
These criticisms asidéyt and

Culture of Anxiety Energyis thought-provoking and

Nuclear power was the first highly readable book. .
energy source to arrive as a BarryLord and his partnerGaII

the internal
era of oil and gas, transforming
landscapes into highways an
parking lots, and leaving behind
an ever-increasing carbon
footprint for subsequent
generations. Ford’'s offer of a
Model T on easy credit to his
workers dramatically enabled
consumer culture. In the mid-20th

symbolized by

succeeded in replacing the sociqlo
identity of unions with that of the

whatever the cost.

Post-modern  philosophy

Artistic disciplines are

alternative styles and meanings
Artists themselves are encouragea

Ubiquitous corporate sponsorshi

international artfairs like the Venice

In Lord’s scheme of energyweapon. The bombing ofDexter Lord are international
transitions, electricity is an Hiroshima and Nagasaki (as wellmuseum consultants. Together
anomaly. Itis an application, ratheras the application of industrialthey’ve published a series of
than asource of energy. Electricitymethods by Nazi Germany towidely-used manualsformuseums,
brought about qualitative changeexterminate Jews, Roma and othe®s wellas animportant contribution
The culture of production was peoples) caused many artists antp cultural theoryArtists, Patrons,
transformed by power grids andintellectuals to re-evaluate theirand the Public: Why Culture
circuits. Electrical appliances ideas aboutthe nature of humanityChanges (2010)»
changed the nature of housework
and the role of women, and the
phonograph, cinema, and radid
transformed social and cultural
awareness.

During the age of coal the
industrial proletariat became
aware of itself as a class anc
launched its epic struggle for
workers rights. However, it is
arguably the coming of electricity
inthe late 19th century that inspirec
mass socialist and communisi
parties and the world’s first
socialist revolution. Lenin
famously said that “communism
will be the Soviets plus electricity.”
But while working class

it

:1‘._"

Ca Trova Nuestra
- Friday, Sept. 26, 8 pm
‘La Pennia Nuestra'

Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouyves
TG Clark Drive (Clark and Georgia st
10 Entry

About Vancousers La Trova Nuestra®

La L rogs Muesinn k= I_I'|I'-|l-\.l'\-|l'l_| al 20 ndividual trevadores wihn aFlginare
U e Latin Aavier oo ancd o peshibe i Yaneouyes These Droagadonyios
are the keepers of oo mastcal troddon wheh beaon wiekh plioneers of the
wermaoular snng La Trowva Kuesesra incorporvtes this trsditioninterplaying
maste and poetry AL s foundation ks the essence of @ pogsdar culture n
ferparel b daily exgeressiop.. aii eXpri=shon Witly o= dees witliin La
Hae Mesiicza crrxed roots) of Latin America - an expression ol the espio
sive changes wit hin the continesst of Lat o Amerca bodow La Trova Muesiry
codilel be defmad as The encoomber betwern a man. & goitar and poetry

Vordears plealziing e a batder wiork!
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Public Education slate iInVV ancouver ....

Initiatives such as the Inner CityHow should school trustees

and Community Link-funded respondtotheprovincialausterity

that “as a community we promiseprograms (hot lunches, additionalhgenda? People’s Climate March
to prepare learners for a sociallytargeted staffing) face constant Sundav. Sept. 21. 1 pm CB’C
responsible life in a free anddownward funding pressures. After more than a decade OfPIaza (¥f</ Ggo'r e I-F|)arr’1ilton)
democratic society, to participate  Vancouver did have an underfunding,Ibelievethatschoolm solidarit wi%h rally at UN
in a world which each generationexcellent Adult Education programdistricts should just say “no” to limate C yf . ,\31/ York
will shape and build. We promisefor those who struggled tomore devastating cuts. This WaSCImae onierencein eW_ or.
a public education system whichcomplete their schooling. Thatseriously considered by the Boards-a Trova Nuestra, evening of
provides learners with know- program is now a shell of what itthat | served on. We were told byLatin  American music,
ledge and wisdom, protects andvas prior to provincial policy parentsand unions that we neede@dmission $10, 8 pm, Sept. 26,
nurtures their natural joy of changes and resulting cuts. to stay in office and fight the Centre for Socialist Education,
learning, encourages them to Inourdiverse city, the majority province, and ddie best we could 706 Clark Drive.
become persons of characterlive in a household for whom with what we had. But how canLeft Film Night, "NATO"s
strength and integrity, infusesEnglish is an additional language School districts make the case thagecret  Armies" (2009
them with hope and with spirit, yet the District struggles to these cuts are untenable, if we keegocumentary), 7 pm, Sunday,
and guides them to resolute ananaintain adequate ESL learningmaking them and continue toSept. 28, Centre for Socialist
thoughtful action.” Thistoois afunding and provincialoperate? Doesn’t this make usducation, 706 Clark Drive. Ph.
The Charter emphasizes strongolicy issue. susceptible to the province’'s604-255-2041 for details.
local democratic governance, and Teachers and support workergccusation that we just “cry wolf"? ~ajaprate 70th Anniversary
equitable access to programsgdo amazing work to build I cannot justify voting for another J¢"ho Guatemalan Revo-
resources, experiences andnclusive schools, with dim compliancebudgetthatfailstomeey i, * st October 18, 7 pm-
opportunities for learners, inishing resources. But there ardhe learning needs of our StUdemsmidni:qht Centre for Socialist
regardless of geographic locatiorstill huge barriers for students withInstead, the VSB must join with £\, cation. 706 Clark Dr.
or socio-economic status. special needs, those who live irparents, students, unions and thgna4ion $10 music with DJ
| participated in this process,poverty, for whom English is a community tobuildstrong coalitions =4 rjitos Tun Tun. delicious
and our COPE board of 2002-05second language, who areén support of public education. 5 atemalan food. ’Organized
endorsed the Charter. Aboriginal, who experience Ifelected, these principles will j,, 5tq Rene Castillo Club CPC.
This position reflects my racism, homophobia and transguide my work as a trustee, in

continued from page 3

Toronto, ON

15years:toolong, toowrong!
Demonstration to demand
release of the Cuban Five,
Friday, Sept. 12,5:30-6:30 pm,
outside U.S. Consulate,
University Ave. and Armoury
St. Sponsored by Friends of
the Cuban Five-Toronto.

Montreal, QC

Grand Union Coalition March
for free collective bargaining:
negotiations, not confrontation!
Sat., Sept. 20, gather 11 am at
Parc Lafontaine (near Metro
Sherbrooke), march 12 noon
to Premier Couillard’s office.
Organized by CSN, FTQ and
other union groups.

Public  services and

programs under attack!

Halloween demo against
Liberal austerity carnage,
Friday, October 31, 11 am,
gather at McGill College Ave.
and Sherbrooke (near Metro

personal history ofinvolvementin phobia. The Board must focusclose cooperation with students YV VI
the struggle for equity. | was onresources disproportionately inteachers, supportstaff, parents, arg ,
the executive of the Nationalthese areas, in order to achievall supporters of public education’ th Annual Ana_rch|st

Action Committee onthe Status ofequitable outcomes. across British Columbiae Bookfair and Canzine DIY
Women, and had been active in Fest,we.eken.d of Oct. 24-26, at
the areas of anti-poverty, LGBTQ tbe Umyegs;ty of Winnipeg
Rights, needs of students with (“The Hive” in Lockhart Hall,
developmental disabilities, and and Bulman Centre). For 'm_co ==
anti-racism. and to reserve tables, http:// —

The VSB’s work in combatting wpgbookiairdiyfest.com/ : !

Ottawa City Council”
discrimination based on sexua

orientation and gender identity//  Labour activist Larry Wasslen has announced his campaigh fdr
expression has been outstanding Ottawa City Council, in the Kitchissippi ward.
and comprehensive. I playedakey  “This election is about the a clear position in favour of strgng
role in the formation and adoption| public services delivered by municipal public service workers With
of an LGBTQ policy and action | secure jobs, union wages, benefits, and pensions,” says Wags|¢n.
plan back in 2004. Between terms “|t's time to draw a line in the concrete and say we will not acdep
on the Board, | became active ir| the austerity agenda. Fair wages, no contracting out, no P3s. Tfhigis
the national education committeq our city and we demand better! On October 27 put a working dlags
of Egale, and | was a member of voice back on city council!”

the VSB Pride Advisory For more information, look for “Vote Larry Wasslen for

Committee. In 2008-11, again d Ottawa City Council” on Facebook.
trustee, | worked with other

members of the Pride Advisory to
develop the first drafts of the JK schools
revised policy adopted by the
Board last June. | helped to build

McGill).

“Vote Larry W asslen for

People'sVoice deadline$

October 1-15 issue: Thursday, Sept. 18
October 16-30 issue: Thursday, October 2

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

privatization... NATO Summit means intensified
teachers’ professional status and aggreSSiveneSS, warns WFTU

the coalition of support for that their pay and conditions, and the
revised policy. majority of academies areability of local authorities to plan By George Mavrikos, General Secretary of the World

There is a strong correlationsponsored either by religiousand manage schools. Fre.e,:ederation of Trade Unions, www.wftucentral.org
between equity concerns andyroups, or groups and individualsschools”, says the union, fuel socia

underfunding. Equity policies with a religious affiliation. The segregation, and receive a The NATO Summit which took place in Wales, 4-5 September,
require funds for in-service academiesscheme hasbeenwidetlisproportionate share of capitalmarks the intensification of the aggressiveness of this imperialist
training and professional criticized for allowing schools to and revenue funding atatime wheipolitical and military coalition. Its capacity to act and militarily intervene
development, for resources, forchoose pupils, not parents aneducation budgets are being cut.in every corner of the planet will be further enhanced. In every corner
counsellors and teachers whatudents to choose schools. Even the CSJ report’'s pro-where the interests of the monopolies from the USA and the European
have time to meet the individual The UK National Union of privatisation authors, which Unionare at stake, and where the strong competition between them with
needs of students. Teachers opposes giving staténclude figures from academy otherforcesimpacts the distribution of the capitalist plundering, NATO

Programs such as Juniofunding to small groups of chains Ark, Leafand Lead as wellwill be there against the people.

Kindergarten - which was cut in individuals who are unaccountableas Deutsche Bank, acknowledge Not by accident, the special subject of this Summit was the
Vancouver - make a huge diff-to local communities. The NUT that free schools are opening irstrengthening of NATO'’s presence in Europe on the occasion of the
erence in the struggle for equity.says that free schools undermin@oorer areas but sucking up théloody developments in Ukraine and the climaxing confrontation with

wealthiest and most academicallyRussia.

gifted children. This iswhy the imperialists are trying to bridge their inter-imperialist

The NUT says that any claimcontradictions, and draft the further empowerment of NATO wolf pack
that greater private-sectorand its bases in Europe, in cooperation with the European Union,
involvement would addressseeking toface Russia from a more powerful position. The plans for the
differences in pupils’ grades wasincreased military expenses of NATO, the so called “Missile Defense
missing the point. It warns thatSystem”, the increase of the so- called “flexible military forces” and the
thereis no evidence thatacademiegyeater attachment of Ukraine to the NATO strategy, will all facilitate
free schools and faith schools havéhis objective in the name of “European Safety”.
been effective in tackling The increase of military expenses will be paid by the workers with
disadvantages in education. new taxes and salary reductions.

“Education inequality will not ~ These developments bring serious dangers of military conflicts but
be ended untilthe wider problem ofalso the risk of a generalized ignition ... (to protect) profits and the
. ) , _ child poverty is eradicated,” saysstrategic plans of the European and American monopolies.

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! WriteyyT deputy general secretary The support offered by NATO to the illegitimate Government of
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Fiveeyin Courtney. “Britain has a Kiev, which is being supported by the fascist forces for the continuation
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov growing gap between the wealthiesbf the bloodshed in East Ukraine, confirms the need for all of us to fight
On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact and least well off families - a for the dissolution of NATO now.
Phone 1-202-456-1111 Fax 1-202-456-2461 shameful fact that the government We call all the working people of the five continents to strengthen
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House, should address as a matter ofheir struggle against the participation of their countries in the NATO
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA| urgency if it is serious aboutmilitary plans, that have brought so many sufferings to the international
. , improving educational outcomesworking class and the popular strata of all the countries, and to demand
For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or for children from poor families#  to end now the murderous attacks of the Government of Ukraine against
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca (www.morningstaronline.uk) the Russian-speaking population of the courtry.

continued from page 9

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
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People’s Social Forum issues “Callto  Action”

The Peoples Social Forum drew thousands of activisi@gainst us all and weakens thelifferentiates, within the massive way. They must
p
- i i i movement in general. We aremovement, the First Peoples. understand that we will not leave
to Ottawa from August 21-24, taking part in rallies, _ >ral. _ : _ ! / ,
: : .- responsible for fighting the Thisforumhasgivenushopeinthem to their own devices without
workshops, assemblies, and networking. The gatherln@ . L9 . Pe : _
lud d’ ith the ad T f a “Call ' Action” ppression within our our capacity to surpass our limitsreacting. They mustfeel the weight
co_ncu ed with the adoption of a ; all to Action” at a movements, and for showingand to, together, overcome. Weof our convergence!
final convergence assembly. Wh”_e the Call may b(_? solidarity to people atthe marginsare politically united and shall be We must show that another
amended to include recommendations from thematic of our struggles. We are alsoactive in every corner of the vision for our society is not only
i i i i responsible for working togetherterritory where we are present. Wepossible, but necessary. The PSF's
assemblies neld earlier, It represents an important

advance towards unity of progressive movements aCro%express our solidarity to all of call for demonstrations throughoutconclusions are a collective
t
w

. .S e other Peoples of the Earththe country, actions, and concertedesponsibility. This urgent call for
Canada. This includes S|gn_|f|cant support from the e must re(r:Jognize in our reactionsrf)ﬁom various movement$ocFiJaI move)r/nents togconverge is
labour movements (Canadian Labour Congress, la movements the reality of theto conservative attacks. We musembodied in action. The solutions
Confederation des syndicats nationaux-CSN, la FederaCanadian colonialism thatcounteract in a creative andbelong to us, organizations and
tion des travailleurs et travailleuses du Quebec-FTQ), individuals. The change we wish
Idle No More, Defenders of the Land and other groups to see is our responsibility. The
to continue meeting for strategic planning. Here is the scale of this change depends on

S our involvement!
text of the Call to Action: Our calliswide and is addressed

to all the population and the other
movements. It is a call to work
togetherto beatthe Conservatives.
A call to work together to defeat
conservatism and neo-liberalism.
A call to rebuild a healthy
democracy and to think of another
system, not based on oppression

We participated in the Peoples’people, not the opposite.
Social Forum because it is urgent We want a society that fights
to stop the attacks on democracyagainstthe disparities between the
and to free our societies ofrichandthe poor, menandwomen,
neoliberal capitalism, imperialism, whites and people of color. We
patriarchy, colonialism, racism,want to defend and widen our
heterosexism, and of the dompublic services and social
ination of large companies onprograms to respect social, and exploitation, but on an
Peoples. The Peoples’ Sociakconomic and cultural rights. economy valuing life and the well-
Forum process has allowed us to We know the importance of being of people and the ear#h.
intensify a convergence of anpromoting, loudly and clearly, a
unheard diversity between ourdifferentmodel of society. Itis not
movements. only a question of opposing the h " h’ I " d
The unified and unprecedentedConservatives, our movement B ag at Slng S re atlve enou nces
social movement that we build ismust go beyond this electoral . . . .
more necessary than ever to workleadline because it is also a OngO|ng repreSSK)n |n Indla
together to counter the currentjuestion of regaining control over
federal Government and theour collective future. : which does not want to addres®of some armed gangsters posin
dominant elites’ savage attacksto However, in the short run, we By Gurpreet Singh, Surrey, BC real problems and often uses théearlessly beforegamgerasonpsocia?l
our collective and individual mustpropelthe socialmovements’ A visiting relative of the power of the gun to silence voicesnedia. He claimed that despite
rights, our jobs, our pensions, ourcurrent convergence towards anowering Indian revolutionary of dissent. complaints to the police about such
public services, our environment,active, non-partisan role and leaBhagat Singh has denounced Bhagat Singh was in theillegalactivities, no action has been
to immigrants, the poor, people ofa combative campaign against thengoing repression in differentforefront of the armed revolution initiated: “Instead of going after
colorand, ultimately, to our future Conservatives. As long as theparts of the world’s largest thatwas launchedto liberate Indiasuch elements, the police threaten
and that of future generations. Conservatives impose their ideajemocracy. from British rule. He was hangedthose who fight for social justice.”
We do not want a State thatof society, we will not be able to Harbhajan Singh Dhatt’s forwagingwar againstthe Empire His younger brother Kuljit
supports the Canadian miningprotect our rights and thebprother was murdered by thein 1931. Before his hanging, Singh Dhatt was kidnapped and
companies here and abroad. Anvironment, and we will not be Punjab Police in 1989. He saysBhagat Singh said the struggle fomurdered by the police. Early this
State that tramples the rights of th@ble to carry out an open debate othat state repression goes on in hisocial justice and equality wouldyear, the courts convicted three
Palestinian people by supportingivhatwould be a society fair, viablehome country with the patronagego on even after India gainedformer police officers for
the Israeli regime’s Apartheid, in and respectful of its Peoples’.  of the corrupt political leadership, official independence. He conspiracy and murder. Inall, five
spite of the numerous international  We commit ourselves to main- predicted that class struggle willofficers were involved, but two of
resolutions. We do notwant a Statéain dynamic and durable ties ’ continue in post-independent Indidhem have died. One of the
that oppresses the First Peopleghroughout the structures that the if power was vested inthe hands ofleceased officers, Ajit Singh
We do not want a State increasindg?eoples’ Social Forum bequeath the rich and influential. Sandhu, committed suicide in 1997
militarization and criminalizing us (caucuses, regional commi On a recent private visit in following a series of litigations for
dissent. ssions, networks created for Greater Vancouver, Dhatt said thahis involvement in human rights
During this social forum, we workshops and convergencs these observations have proven tabuse.
have shared the sprouts of a newssemblies). The fire within us as be correctinthelightof continuous As a village headman, Kuljut
vision of society, based on sociale leave this meeting must live| exploitation of the poor and Singh Dhatt consistently opposed
and environmental justice, self-on! underprivileged in India. police high handedness when the
determination of Indigenous The systems of oppressionang. Dhatt notes that the disparitySikh militancy was at its peak.
Peoples, humanrights, democracydomination ~ are  closely | between the rich and the poor haglthough he had no affiliation with
equality between individuals andintertwined and that is why it is grown over the years, with theany Sikh militant group, the police
between Peoples, the inclusion ohecessary to fight them all. Each Indian establishment giving detained him and tried toimplicate
all generations, solidarity, and aof the attacks against one of ou concessions to big businesses artim in a murder case.
new economic paradigm servingmovements is thus an attacm . , corporate houses and doing “The police were obviously
arbhajan Singh Dhatt : : L :
nothing to eradicate poverty. Heannoyed with him as he stood in
believes that these problems havéheir way. They wanted to teach

NE ws FOR PEo PL E, contributed to the political himalesson. Thus they entangled

insurgencies, such as Maoismhim in a motivated case,”
N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts [/ “Instead of going into the roots of Harbhajan Singh Dhatt says.
L the socio-economic problems, the According to him, Kuljit died
r—-——————— - ———— - | politicalleadershipisincreasingly after being subjected to electric

R | using police force as a tool toshocks. Laterthe police concocted
Pe OPle < muzzle any voice of opposition,” a story about his escape from

v he says. custody. Following the

Dhatt warns that the political intervention of the Supreme Court
leadership also relies heavily onof India, a commission of inquiry
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fear in the minds of public. To the conviction ofthree former cops
prove his point, he showed picturesfter 25 years
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And we do more than that-we Name
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping Address

to build the movement s for justice WWW-peOples voice.ca

and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue!
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