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Taser roll-out?

In the wake of another police

shooting of a young man in
Toronto, Ontario Liberals give the
go-ahead to provid€asers for cops
across the province. But is this
really such a great idea?

"A union for
everyone”

Report from a Unifor
delegate - p age 2

"The excitement and the promise of the
project was reflected by the fact that
over 3,000 delegates and 1,000 observers
and special guest descended on the
Metro Toronto Convention Centre to
witness the birth of Unifor"

INSIDE

5
Cold War monument?

The HarpeiTories have committed
Canadian taxpayers to fork over
$1.5 million for a monument to

anti-communism in Ottawa.

9
A Communist MP

A leading Communist member o
India's parliament spoke at even
in Surrey BC, to mark the
centenary of the revolutionary
Ghadar Party and to defend
secular values in India.
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Unifor comes to life at founding convention

Quebec and Atlantic) and elevelfig
industry councils (Transportation,

When the leaders of theForestry, Media, Retail, Energy,
Canadian Auto Workers and theAuto, Communications, [
Communications, Energy andManufacturing, Health Care, [\
Paper Workers announced UnifolResources and Service). The chai't
as the name for their proposefeach council siton the Nationa
new union on May 30, therespons&xecutive Board, as well asfgs
around the labour movement waspositions for Racialized Workers,
“What?”". People googled the nameSkilled Trades and Retirees. .
and discovered, among other During regional meetings|

By Stuart Ryan, Ottawa

"?ﬂﬂ EVERYONE e,

. . : . . |
things, auniform companyinltaly. across the country in April anc g SESSEaESS = UN 5YNDICAT FOUR TOUT LE MONDE

Some thoughtthe new symbolwasMay, the two co-chairs of the ik
militaristic. Perhaps the leadersProposal Committee, Pete i ] _ =7
had lost sight of the hope andkennedy from the CAW and j#& '

excitement generated from theGaeten Menard from the CEPg

initial document, “A Moment of stated that for the founding i : .
Truth for Canadian Unions”. convention only, there with be aUnifor members and leaders at the Labour Day march in Toronto. (PV photos: Ed Bil)

The leaders explained that theproposed slate for all 25 positions
name reflected the purpose of then the NEB. The reason was that An electronic voting system Canada Pension Plan. security.

New Union Project, to reach outtothere needed to be a committecllowed each delegate to vote on Thefirstagendaitemistodefend Unifor staffer Roxanne Dubois
organize the unorganized, to buildgroup of leaders who could bringbehalf of a proportion ofthe local’'sthe Rand Formula, he arguedintroduced three groups who want
aninclusive “union for everyone”. the new unioninto a cohesive forcemembership. Dias receivedwarning that the government will to become Community Chapters:
They also said that the actions offhey reiterated the pledge thatth@ 14,694 votes, 82.55%, tonotsucceedwithoutahellofafightCanadian Freelancers, United
the new union will define its NEB would reflect the gender Hirshellwood’s 45,697 votes, from Unifor and the labour Church Ministers, and bike
effectiveness more than its namecomposition of the new union, 17.45% of the total. All the other movement. He eagerly endorseaouriers in Toronto. Other groups
come to Toronto and see Uniforwhich has some 86,000 womerpositions were acclaimed. Petekhe Together For Fairnessmentioned in debate are digital
come to life. Kennedy was elected Campaign of the CLC, while journalists in BC and Niagara
The excitement and Treasurer and Michel promoting the Union Advantage. Casino workers. The convention
the promise of the Arsenault, from CEP,  Organizing will become a key ended on a controversial issue that
project was reflected by was elected Quebecculture of the new union. Dias saidindicated Unifor will be a different
the fact that over 3,000 Director. it will look to organize young kind of union. A motion was
delegates and 1,000 In his peoplein precarious employmentpresented to take $15 million from
observers and special acceptance speech,Youth are restless and frustratedthe combined strike funds of the

guests descended on the Jerry Dias tried to and will fight back, he said, citing two founding unions to pay for the

Metro Toronto explain the hope and the Occupy movement, the Quebetransition costs of the creation of

Convention Centre to determination expected student strike and Idle No More.Unifor.

witness the birth of of the new union. After For the rest of the working class, Delegates asked whether the

Unifor on August31and u n introducing his parents, he said, “Unifor is a union for U.” money would be returned to the

September 1. his wife and children,  The day ended with both unionsStrike Fund in the future. Treasurer
Aday earlier, the two and how  each voting overwhelmingly to join Peter Kennedy stated that if the

unions held special H w, H influenced his union Unifor. This move gave UNFOR general fund was healthy at the
conventions to allow theunlon | J&Syndlcat career and his supportsuccessor rights for all thetime of the 2016 Convention he

their National Executive tostopviolence againstbargaining units previously would be the first person to make
Boards to approve the dissolutiormembers out of a total 315,000. women, he outlined the political organized by CAW and CEP.  such a motion.
of the existing unions and the A Unity Caucus met on Friday and economic challengesfacingthe Sundaywas spentdebatingand A delegate proposed an
joining together to create Unifor. night to present the proposedCanadian labour movement.adopting policies on the directionamendment that the NEB come to
At the CAW convention, there leadership, a slate which includedRampant capitalism” is tearing of the new union. A Policy Paperthe 2016 Convention with a plan
was a sense of nostalgia and prid&1 women out of the 25 positions apartthe economic and social fabrigalled, “A new Union for a to pay back that money over time.
in its history, from the breakaway =~ Members were entitled to standof Canada, he said. Jobs ar€hallenging World: Unifor's Kennedy declared the amendment
from the American UAW, its for positions, and Lindsay disappearing inthe manufacturingvision and Plan” described howout of order. When the floor raised
growth by the mergers of otherHirshellwood was nominated for sector, jobs are getting worse, an@ieo-liberalism had destroyed theobjections, Jerry Dias took the
unions into the CAW, and the president, againstthe Unity Slate’dwo million people are unemployed.dream of shared prosperity aftechair and made a passionate plea
developmentofaculture ofasociallerry Dias. When Dave Coles The political decisions of the the Second World War, andfor the motion. A delegate got up
union with its own path in the moved to immediately start theHarper government - “free trade”, outlined six fundamental priorities and informed Dias that as chair of
labour movement. That pride waselections, delegates demanded ta “resource-based” currency thator Unifor: Building the new union, the convention, he was notallowed
matched with eagerness to form &ear from each candidate beforénflates the cost of living and leadsorganizing new members, stayingo make a statement on the issue
militant social union that will try voting. When Coles saidtherewado job losses, changes towough at the bargaining table before the convention.
to reverse the decline of the labouno provision for thatin the agendaEmployment Insurance - aredefending labour rights, making Dias declared that no one would
movement in the private sector inthe crowd reacted. choices to advance the interests dfs progressive voice heard in thesilence him. Once the amendment
Canada. Bowing to the demands of thebusiness overthe people, Dias saidommunities and in politics, andwas seconded, it was debated and
Saturday morning, the delegatesloor, each candidate was giveri'Unifor has to stop playing building a stronger labour defeated. The original motion then
gathered with anticipation andfive minutes. Hirshellwood said thatdefensive,” he said. “It is time to movement. passed overwhelmingly.
excitement. Peter Kennedyshewouldpushfornoconcessiongo on the offensive and set the Another paper outlined howan Diasfinished by saying that this
apologized to the observers thaand that she would not try to sell aagenda.” “organizing culture” would be at unionwill have passionate debates,
because of the over 4,000concession in bargaining as a He paid tribute to two membersthe centre of the agendas of Unifowhich is healthy, and once a
participants, it was necessary tasictory. Dias commented on hisof CEP Local 249 who were killed at every level, from the Local to decision is made, the union will
place theminanother hall, to watctexperience on negotiating within the Lac-Mégantic disaster. Theunion conferences to the NEB. Aunite and move forward. He said
the proceedings via televisionsome of the most notorious andexplosion was not an accident, hé\ational Organizing departmentthat unity will be the strength of
prompters. largest corporations in the world,said, but a product of the lack ofwill combine with the CEP plan of the union.
Afteravideoshowingtherangeas an Assistant to two CAWregulation by the federal member organizers getting 50% The Policy Paper “A new Union
of workers and workplaces thatPresidents overthe lastsevenyeargpvernment. The Montreal, Mainetime off work to organize. Ten fora Challenging World: Unifor’s
will make up Unifor, the outgoing and would have much more to sayand Atlantic Railway, with a million dollars each year will be Vision and Plan” states the
presidents spoke: David Colesfindeed he was elected. terrible record of health and safety assigned to this task. founding of Unifor is an act of
from the CEP, and Ken Lewenza was allowed to cut staff and store A third exciting aspect of hope. “But like all great projects
from the CAW. Lewenza brought dangerous material on side-trackgrganizing is Community the building of Unifor will succeed
delegates to their feet when he without any employees watchingChapters. Workers in non-because Unifor will succeed
said the most important card i the cargo. We cannot let them getinionized workplaces, or in because Unifor is larger than the
your wallet was your union card. away with it, he said. precarious employment, cansum ofits parts. We are motivated
The first item of business was Unifor will never forget the approach eitherthe National Uniorand guided by shared ideals and
the adoption of the new accomplishments of its two oraLocaltobecome a Communityprinciples that will strengthen us
Constitution, to be decided on & founding unions, butwill never be Chapter. Each group would needo meetthe challenges ahead... And
yes or no vote on its entirety. acaptive of its collective past, saido have a sufficient number oflet's dedicate ourselves to building
Amendments had already bee Dias, stressing that “we will build active potential members, aUnifor, building our movement
made through the lengthy™ anew union, modern, accountablgommon interest in a particularand building a better Canada.”
consultation process across th and democratic, fighting for goodworkplace or a defined Lofty goals indeed, but based
country. It passed by 94.54%. jobs and social equity in Canada.'community, and a clear strategy obn the founding convention, it is
The Constitution established He called for a “Good Jobshow the collective power of the off to a promising stare
three National Offices: President Summit’, no more Free Tradeunion can enhance their working (Stuart Ryan was a delegate to
Treasurer and Quebec Directo Agreements like CETA and TPP,conditions or enhance their sociathe founding Unifor convention.)
and three regional directors a Canadian Energy Strategy wherg
(Atlantic, Ontario, and Western). raw materials would be processed More information at:
Five Regional Councils are Jerry Dias, the new president in Canada, support for public

established (BC, Prairies, Ontario of Unifor. health care, and an improved WWW'newunionconventlon'ca
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Critics p an Premier W ynne’ s Taser roll-out

Inthe wake of highly-publicised death of Robert Dziekanski, foundeducation and training tofirstresponse andthatpolice guns “The escalation of police
cases involving police violence,thatthe “assaultive threshold” waseffectively de-escalate crisesare holstered. This accountabilityshootings of individuals in crisis
the Ontario government says ittoo low. In the wake of the situations,” says the CPC(O).can only be ensured with publicparallels the increased police
will permit all officers to carry Braidwood recommendations,“These are the recommendationsivilian control of police. The violence against legal strikes,
Tasers. The decision on Aug. 27CEW use in B.C. has plummetedof dozens of Coroner’s Inquestsprovincial government must give protests and demonstrations such
weeks after police fired nine bulletsdramatically, with no into police killings of individuals civilian boards the powers theyas occurred at the G20 in 2010,”
into Sammy Yatim and thentasereatorresponding rise in shootingsin  crisis  situations - need to make police accountablevarns the CPC(O). “In addition
the dying teen. Just a day afteindicating that police may be usingrecommendations that have beeto the communities they police.” to putting police under public
Community Safety Minister less violent strategies in difficult consistentlyignored by Liberaland The CPC(O) also points outcivilian control, the provincial
Madeleine Meilleur’'s announce- situations. Tory governments. that at $1,500 each, the Tasegovernment should act now to
ment, Peel Police tasered an 80 Accordingtothe TorontoPolice  “Further, Police Services andpurchase will impact municipal repeal the Public Works
year woman in Mississauga,Service, during 2012 officersusedSenior Staff must be heldservices, at a time when theProtection Act, which enabled
breaking her hip and hospitalizingTasers in 255 incidents, 43.6 peaccountable to ensure that deprovinceisdownloading costs ontamartial law and the largest mass
her with other injuries. cent of which involved subjects escalating crises situations is th@ver-burdened civic governmentsarrest in Canadian historye’

As Toronto’'s NOW magazine deemed to be “emotionally
reports, civil liberties groups, disturbed”
criminologists, and mental health The Communist Party of .
advocates worry that “conductedCanada (Ontario) is calling on the Emp|0yerS US|ng TFW program to cut WageS
energy weapons” (CEWs) may begdrovincial government to rescind
over-used by police. its decision, andinstead trainpolicg ~ Wages are being underminedLMOs) will permit the employer they should be going up.”

Restating its “long-standing to de-escalate crisis situations. The by employers who use theto hire multiple Temporary The documents released py
concerns about the safety andCPC(O) also demands that polic¢ Temporary Foreign Worker Foreign Workers. the AFL help explain why mor
appropriate uses of CEWSs,” theshould be put under strict control (TFW) program, warns the “This list shows that the TFW teenagers and recently arrived
Canadian Civil Liberties of civilian boards. Alberta Federation of Labour. program is being used to supprestnded immigrants are having a
Association investments in better A statement from the CPC(O) A list obtained by the AFL wages and displace Canadiaardtime getting entry-leveljobp.
de-escalation training and crisissays that Premier Wynne hopes tp shows that 243 employers inworkers. Anyone claiming that According to Statistics Canadg,
intervention teams. The CCLAabsolve the government of| Alberta are accessing thethere’s a labour shortage is eithethe unemploymentrate foryouths
argues that the “lax” currentresponsibility for the increasing| Temporary Foreign Worker deliberately lying, or deeply aged 15-24 in Alberta was mofe

guidelinesin Ontario allow officers number of police shootings. But
to fire a Taser when a subjectarming officers with another lethal

program rather than payingmisinformed,” McGowan said. “If than 11 per cent in May.
employees more than thethere's a labour shortage, wages “Foryoung people, low-wag

exhibits “assaultive behaviour,” weapon, the statement says, hgsprovince’s minimum wage, are supposed to be going up tgobs in the service sector haye
which can include “aggressiveescalated the danger of even more which was raised by 20 cents taattractworkerstofillthe vacancies.”traditionally been the entry point

body language”. police killings.
B.C.’s Braidwood Inquiry,  “Thesolutionisnotmore force,
which followed the 2007 Taseringbut less force by police, and morg

$9.95/hour on Sept. 1.

wage.”

Labour

More Ontario cops will soon be getting "conducted energy
weapons" but we may not feel any safer.

“If employers were really Worker program, employers McGowan said. “But now tho
using the TFW program as a lastapplying to bring in workers must bottom rungs on the ladder
resort, rather than a first choice commit to paying the prevailing increasingly being filled wit
they wouldn’t be paying thesewages for the type of worker theyexploitable TFWs.”
workers the minimum wage,” are hiring. By paying the TFWs

tried to hire Canadians ifthey’re
not offering more than minimum Government claims to be a bigAccording to Statistics Canad

Of the 243 employers, theit's clear that they’re using the single wage earner with
majority (58 per cent) are in theTFW program to undermine thedependents is $23,298. The
food service industry. The list Canadian
includes Boston PizzalocationsMcGowan said. “The Federalwage that would allow those
Ricky’s All-Day Grills and a Conservatives are deliberatelyworking full-time to earn th
variety of sushi restaurants andusing their power to help service-amount, which works out t
pubs. Most of these approvedsector employers keep wages lov$14.05/hour without benefit
Market Opinions wheneconomic conditions suggeser $12.08 with benefits

Under the Temporary Foreigninto the labour market,|

Working 35 hours a wee

“It's an irony that the Harper $18,109 a year before taxgs.

defender of the free market, buthe Low-Income Cut-Off for

labour market,” AFL has called for a minimu

Canadian group s speak out on anti-LGBT law

PV Vancouver Bureau

by President Vladimir Putin andhuman rights of LGBT people youth and adults are beingMovements, as is already done

the federal Parliament (Duma).or even mentions the existencessaulted and tortured by thugsvith grounds such as race,

World-wide protests continue These actions include, mostof LGBT people

in an who then broadcast videogender and religion.” (The

againstthe homophobic legislatiorrecently, the unanimous adoptiorapproving fashion.” Individuals recordings of these attacks onlineParalympic Movement already
adopted in June by the Russiamf a federal law banning thecan be fined up to 100,000So far, Russian authorities havencludes sexual orientation in
Duma (parliament). Hundreds ofdistribution of “propaganda of rubles ($3000) for breaking theturned a blind eye to such hatdts Charter.)

people gathered outside thenon-traditional sexual relations” law, and organizations can becrimes,
Russian Consulate in Vancouve(Federal Law 135-FZ of June 29fined up to 1 million roubles perpetrators
($30,000) and closed down foridentifiable.”

on Sept. 3, foralively and dynamic2013).
demonstration. Such protestsmay The letter points out thatup to 90 days.
escalate with the news of furthel.GBT people risk prosecution

even though some The letter calls upon the CBC,

are easilyas the exclusive Canadian
broadcaster of the Sochi Games,

This climate of hatred, the letterto “commit to reporting, before,

The letter lists a series of actionshotes, flies in the face of not justduring and after the Sochi Games,

legislation, including measures tofor exercising their freedom of against LGBT people in Russia,international human rights law buton human rights abuses in Russia,
remove children from LGBT expression and association, “agromthe banning of Pride paradesthe ostensible spirit of the Olympicincluding against LGBT people,

parents in Russia.

In late August, over 100
Canadian organizations sent an__
“open letter against hate” to th ¥
governments of Russia an
Canada, and to the Internation
Olympic Committee. The letter [
was also sent to prominent
corporate sponsores of the Soc
Winter Olympic Games, which g
will be hosted by Russia next{#
February.

The letter says, in part, “We,
the undersigned Canadian civi
society organizations, call upo
you to stand against the rising tidg
of hate against lesbian, gayf#
bisexual and transgender (LGBT
people in Russia. We are deeply .
troubled by the ongoing and
intensifying attacks againstLGBT, Young Communist League and Communist Party supporters
notleastthose led and encouragetéking part in Toronto's 2013 Pride Parade. (Photo: Ed Bil)

does anyone who defends thé¢o violent street attacks: “LGBT Games.”

other minorities and political
The signing organizations calldissidents targeted by the Russian
on the government of Canada t@overnment.”
continue to speak out against the Signing groups range from the
anti-gay legislation, and to opposeCanadian HIV/AIDS Legal
the “traditional values” resolution Network and other health
being advanced by Russia at thedvocacy organizations, to Egale
UN, “which is a patent attempt to Canada, the BC Civil Liberties
cloak bigotry and hate in theAssociation, the Canadian
legitimacy of a Human Rights Anthropology Society, and the
Council resolution.” United Church of Canada.
Among other proposals, the Labour movement endorsers
letter urges the Internationalinclude the Canadian Association
Olympic Committee and of University Teachers (CAUT),
International Paralympic Canadian Labour Congress,
Committee to hosta Pride House€Canadian Union of Public
in Sochi, and “to include explicit Employees (CUPE), CAW
reference in their respectiveCanada, Ontario Federation of
Chartersto discrimination based_abour (OFL), OPSEU Rainbow
on sexual orientation or genderAlliance, Elementary Teachers’
identity as incompatible with the Federation of Ontario (ETFO), and
Olympic and Paralympic the United Steelworkere.
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EDIT ORIALS

Time for labour of fensive

“Great minds think alike,” as the old saying goes, or perh
“necessity isthe mother ofinvention.” Difficult circumstances someti
compel individuals or movements to take decisive action. The A
CIO is looking at new ways to help unorganized U.S. workers
community groups to join the “house of labour”. This decision co
just after Canada’s new Unifor union adopted a constitution
organizing strategies to establish “community chapters”.

We recall another watershed moment in the annals of the |
American labour movement. In 1935, in the depths of the w

economic crisis in capitalist history, embattled trade unions fa

militant struggles to organize millions of industrial workers.
latter option led to the emergence of the CIO in the U.S. and si

socialism in Europe, this strategy led to major victories for wor
people within a generation.

There is no guarantee that similar gains will be achieve
Unifor and the AFL-CIO. It will take a massive fightback
workers to resist the corporate assault, including in Canad
after along period of primarily defensive and isolated struggle
labour movementis trying out creative ways to turn the tables o
capital. Bringing new sections of working people into the la
movement will puncture the vicious corporate media lie that t
unionists are living the easy life at the expense of unorga
workers. This strategy will help unite all working people - organi
and unorganized, public and private sector, employed
unemployed, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, young and old, fr
all national origins and genders - into a powerful coalition to f
for their common interests. This is an idea whose time has cg
let's help make it happen!

Peace is still everyone’ s business

Way back in the scary 1980s, a decade of justified feaf
imperialist war threats, the peace movement in Canada coing
slogan, “peace is everybody’s business.” Winding down mas
spending on militarism, went the argument, would allow governm
to tackle hunger, homelessness, poverty, and other devas
social problems.
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he world rejects war

me -
Morning Star, Sept. 7, 2013 militaryintervention.agai_nstSyria the. Soviet Union i_n 1991, taking
' Y would be a violation of upitsveto power, it has deployed
Washington's attempt to hijack international law unless the UNthat power just twice.
the G20 summit in Moscow to security council gives approval.  In contrast, the US has wielded
s uild support foritsillegal plan to  Argentinian President Cristinaits veto 55 times to prevent the
dt 8mb Syria has been an abjecKirchner declared: “No-one, no- international community taking
siv ilure. Barack Obama has beemng atall, wants war and we do no&ction over crimes committed by
ent@bk.a to countonthe usu_al suspectselieve thgt solving the problemits cI|e.nt_ state Israel against the
o tingritain, France,AustraI_la, Tur_key of thos.e.kllled would be through Palestmlan people. .
ard Canada - to echo his bellicosenore killing.” Washington and its
LtegPmments and offer to hold his Despite the stance of Britaincheerleaders in Paris and London

More than twenty years later, the U.S. remains the undisg
globalleaderinthe armsrace, pouring hundreds of billions intg

weapons of mass destruction and a global network of military bhses
The only “winners” from the latest round of sabre-rattling by the

Obama administration appear to be corporations like Rayt
makers of the Cruise missiles which may soon be destr
Damascus, one of the historic centres of civilisation.

The world now spends about atrillion dollars ayear onthe in
pursuit of military domination. Even a fraction of that sum coul
along way towards providing billions of people with clean drink
water, decent homes, adequate schooling, good jobs, and pro
from the impending climate change catastrophe.

By the time this newspaper is printed, the people of Syriam

the nextvictims ofimperialism’s revolting “responsibility to protegt
mass murder doctrine. Or it may be that worldwide popular oppo itiof}

is able to prevent this deadly attack. In either case, the fundal

problem will remain: how to wind down the arms race and dismdnt

all weapons of mass destruction, including the Pentagon’s
arsenal of killing machines. Under the shadow of the constant
of war, humanity can never turn its full collective attention to
struggle for survival. Today, more than ever, peace must beco
number one priority of all those who love this planet.

neyPat. and France, the European Unionmust appreciate that the world has
Butthe majority of participants, which has a collective voice at thechanged. The old colonial powers
reépresenting some of the mosG20, is also opposed to militaryno longer hold sway. The UN set
co opulous states in the world -action. “There is no military up after the second world war
-n%‘hina, India, Russia, Brazil andsolution to the Syrian conflict,” provides, for all its faults, a means
donesia - reject the US recoursaaid European Council presidenbf discussing and tackling
arlg war that it deploys so freely. Van Rompuy. “Only a political problems that arise within a
g0 “International responses shouldsolution can end t.he 'gerribleframework ofinternational law.
ngnot lead to more and worsebloodshed, grave violations of UN weapons inspector Hans
ctP) manitarian problems,” sayshuman rights and the far-reachingBlix has experience of having his
ndonesian Foreign Minister Marty destruction of Syria.” work frustrated and terminated by
b atalegawa. “The misery of the Yet pro-war politicians and the bloodlust of US and British
y H M H H 1 H H M 13
» Syrian people has been too longnedia in the imperialist statesleaders. His advice that “one
._and we need to ensure there is nobsess over the stance taken bghould not be arrogant and take

{Hilitary approach used, butinsteadRussia and its President Vladimirunilateral action but actually turn
eaceful diplomatic measures musPutin. US ambassador to the UNand use the security council” is
agf: uti_Iised to sgttle the problems.”"Samantha Power went so far as teound. It's also in line with what
tPrlme Minister Manmohan accuse Moscow of holding thepeople thinkin Britain, the US and
heglngh made clear that Indiasecurity council hostage andthe rest of the world.
etﬁgposes any action outside thehirking its international The way to end the Syrian
ramework of the UN and rejectsresponsibilities. Power beratedpeople’s sufferingis for all states
armed intervention aimed atRussia for exploiting the systemto stop supplying weaponry and

en

Vi
re

regime change as this would violatehat gives a veto to the post-wacombatants and for the UN to
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international law. bigfive - US, Soviet Union, China, facilitate a conference for

Brazilian Foreign Minister Luiz France and Britain. She ought tgpolitical forces in Syria to
Alberto Figueiredo said that anyknow that since Russia supersededegotiate an end to war and an
agreed way forward.

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., 7/ - N
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net : R%n e\{v :
Volunteers and contributors for this issue | to ay |
Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Miguel Figuero&am Hammond, I Check your label 1
Dave McKee, Liz Rowley, Stuart Ryan, Gurpreet Singh, | |
andour mailers invVancouver & Toronto. I Please check the I
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerGabriel Au | i?grrlfszlaebg ggetr;f |
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, . . | its tirFr)1egto renew |
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacoumgn The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five | Subscribers who find |
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5tHddy  "2013/09/02" on their |
LETTERS of each month! Write to President Obama and demand thathg Fie  |3pe| for example |
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the the Cuban Five: | will _hqve their _ |
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov I subscriptions expire |
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact | with this issue, |
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" Phone 1-202-456-1111 Fax 1-202-456-2461 I Sept. 16-30, 2013 |
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House, I I
pvoice@telus.net 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA| i Don’t miss a i
People's Voice articles may be reprinted without For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or I single copy - I
permission provided the source is credited. www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca \ renew today! J




5 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e SEPTEMBER 16-30, 2013

The Revolution is Ongoing!  Anti-Imperialist Solidarity
with the Egyptian People Must Continue!

pluralistic people’s movement. While petitions indicating non-confidenceimperialism will use the current The Communist Party of Canada
the military and Muslim Brotherhood in Morsi and calling for early situation, of confusion and violent expresses its unqualified solidarity
C ist P f emerged in positions of power earlyelections. The anti-Morsi conflict, as a pretext to once agairwith the Egyptian people and with

ommunist Party 0 on, the people have continued to belemonstrations on June 30, 201terfere in Egypt’s internal affairs. the progressive movements of Egypt.
Canada, Sept. 4, 2013 aforce for social change and progressavolved 27 million people - one On July 5, less than a week aftein particular, the CPC declares its

Since the overthrow of the brutalWithin this struggle, the people’s out of three Egyptians - on a singleMorsi had been ousted, the Wallsupport for the Communist Party of
regime of Hosni Mubarak in Mmovement continues to project aday. These demonstrations andtreet Journal opined that EgyptEgypt, whose militants are continuing
February 2011 - the “first wave” of Popular, democratic alternative formobilizations, reflecting secularism
the Egyptian revolution - the Egypt's development. ~and unity, are the real expression
Egyptian people have not ceased There has been much confusiorofthe Egyptian people’s revolution.
their mobilizations for democracy, over the characterization of Morsi  The uprising against Morsi in
social progress and peace. Theighd the Muslim Brotherhood as2013, led by the Tamarod moveme
demonstrations and strike actionglemocrats. The sources of thisand the National Salvation Front,
blossomed into the Tamarodconfusion are varied - pro-was stronger and deeper than thz
movement during the presidency of8rotherhood organizations, pro-against Mubarakin 2011 and, as ha
Mohamed Morsi, as it becameimperialist“liberals”, and sectarian occurred two years prior, the military
increasingly apparent that he andeftists - but they all have the samevas moved to intervene ahead of th
the Muslim Brotherhood were dangerous potential to neutralizepeople’s movement. The military
authoritarian, sectarian and corruptactive anti-imperialist solidarity leadership’s concern is similar to
Clearly, itis this people’s movementWith the Egyptian people and theirthat of imperialist states andf
that has forced Morsi from powerrevolution. Itis true that Morsi and organizations - thatthe revolutionar
and set the stage for new electionghe Brotherhood were elected, bumovement was maturing and

The Communist Party of Canadait is far more significant that they growing, and was becoming capablg
expresses its continued support fofiuickly and decisively turned their of achieving political and social
the progressive people’s movemenPacks to democracy - by imposingchange on a truly democratic ang
in Egypt, and calls on all democratic® constitution Wlth their own, antl-lmperlallst basis.
and progressive forces in Canada tBarrow, interpretation of Sharia The Egyptian people have novaUppOfterS of the Tamarod (Rebel) movement played a key role
extend and deepen anti-imperialistaw; by avoiding the people’s “first begun the “second wave” of theirin the massive popular upsurge against the Morsi regime.
solidarity with the Egyptian people. Wave” demands for economic,revolution. While the struggle . _ . . _

During the past year, with oversocial and cultural rlghts,.polmcal against sectarianism and rellglousneedsfasmsm,d.eclarllng,"Egyp.Uanslo organize among Worklng people
30% unemployment and a povertfreedom and secularism; byfundamentalism is not over, thewould be lucky if their new ruling and projecting a democratic, secular
rate of 50%, with skyrocketing public €ncouraging foreign intervention people have overwhelmingly turnedgenerals turn out to be in the mold ofand anti-imperialist alternative for
debt, and with mass fury over Morsi'sto ~ overthrow the  Syrian their backs to the authoritarianismChile’s Augusto Pinochet, who took Egypt.
betrayal of the ideals ofthe firstwavedovernment; by continuing and reaction of Morsi and theover power amid chaos but hired The CommunistParty of Canada
ofthe revolution, the Egyptian peoplen€oliberal privatization and Muslim Brotherhood. Many free-marketreformers and midwifedis confident that the ongoing,
organized a staggering 7400 protestdusterity policies; and by leadingcontradictions remain - the military a transition todemocracy.” This kind unfinished Egyptian revolution will
and strikes. This ongoing andmurderous, sectarian attackshasassumed powerand control,andf “advice” needs to be roundly achieve atransformative victory. We
deepening organization of the masggainst minorities in Egypt. the people’s revolution will need to pondgmned. There:\ must be .na:all on all of our members and
of the Egyptian workers and people What is truly democratic is the confront that powerful apparatusimperialist or foreign interference in supporters, and all democratic-
has been critically important for themassive and broadly-basedand replace it with democratic, Egypt, under any pretext. It is theminded and anti-imperialist
purpose of maintaining andMmovement to oust Morsi. Over 22progressive institutions  of sole right of the Egyptian people toCanadians to support the Egyptian
strengthening a progressive Million people - one quarter of thegovernance. determine the path of their social,people andthe revolutionary process
democratic current within the country’s population - signed One of the great dangers is thaeconomic and political development.unfolding in Egypt today.

Statement by the Central
Executive Committee,

On the so-called “Monument toVictims of Communism”

linked to the Harper Conservatives|aunched by governments againsthe estimated 25 million Soviet Soviet troops under the banner of
such as the Fraser Institute). Th&€ommunist parties and affiliatedcitizens who perished at the handshe Red Flag? And do the
Communist Party of “Tribute to Liberty” organizers are organizations in several countriespf the Nazi invaders during World Conservatives intend to follow the
y 0 . . , , . ; :
Canada, Sept. 3, 2013 We!l_aware of the hlthy-chargefjmcludmg the_ Czech Republl_c,War_II, defend_mg their horr_leland,example of othe_r reactionary
political nature of said ‘'monument’. Hungary, Latvia, Ukraine, Estonia,fighting heroically as allies of governments which have used
The Communist Party of Astheyadmitted several yearsagdzreece and elsewhere, withoutanZanadain the war against Hitlerismsimilar arguments in their attempts
Canadais appalledthatthe federahe proposal’s “commemorativelegal or justifiable basis. The true Announcing his government's to ban Communist symbols?
Conservative government willtheme remains not entirely We must further note that the
provide a massive taxpayercompatible with the NCC's policy name for this monument also
donation of $1.5 million under for commemorations that mark defamesthe many accomplishments
Citizenship and Immigration’s national events or individuals. of communist parties which have
Inter-Action program, to help build However, the international | formed governments, in countries
a so-called “monument to victims significance of the proposed subjeg such as the People’s Republic of
of communism”in Ottawa. Despite is gaining considerable profile and China, Cuba, and Vietnam, or taken
opposition, approval hassupport from various foreign| partingovernments, including South
previously been granted by thegovernments...” Africa, India, Venezuela, Brazil,
National Capital Commission for  Indeed, they openly celebratd Chile, etc.
a site between Library andtheir “significant high-level ﬂ‘ This proposal also represents a
Archives Canada and the Supremeolitical support”, as confirmed profoundly unjust attack on
Court of Canada. by press reports indicating thaf Canadian Communists, who have
The monument project is aJason Kenney (Minister of made many pioneering
throwback to the sordid era of theCitizenship, Immigration and contributions since 1921, such as
Cold War, whichresulted inawaveMulticulturalism), and Prime | fighting against fascism,
of anti-communist frenzy, RCMP Minister Stephen Harper havefs organizing industrial workers into

Issued by the Central
Executive Committee,

spying, witch-hunts, blacklisting, given active encouragementtothif =
social ostracism, imprisonmentandiefamatory initiative. Having |
deportations against manyraised only a fraction of their $4|
progressive-minded Canadiansmillion fundraising target, the
Such policies had aterrible “chilling organizers have now been give
effect” on public discourse andthe bulk of the remaining funds by|™
sharply curtailed the freedom oftheir Tory friends. y

unions, initiating movements to

| win Unemployment Insurance,
e ' public healthcare and other social
.,‘53:_; | programs, to campaign for peace

‘-"- : | and disarmament, fighting for the
< & full national rights of Aboriginal

. peoples and Quebec, and to defend

expression and associated The politicalimplicationsofthis Red Army troops raising the victory flag in Berlin. Would this Canada’s sovereignty.
democratic and trade union rightgproposal go far beyond the Nationafamous photo be considered "insulting" by the Harper Tories? Itis deeply unfortunate that the
of all Canadians. The sponsors o€apital Region, or Canada as a NCC setaside itsinitial misgivings
this monument are now attemptingwvhole. In Europe, recentyears havenderlying goal of this campaignissupport for the project, Jasonand violated its own guidelines to
to revive this tragic McCarthyist seen a concerted campaign to whipntended to intimidate and isolateKenney stated that “itwill also serveallow construction of this
era of red-baiting, which had beerup a renewed atmosphere of antiprogressive parties and movementss a reminder to all Canadians thanonument, and that Canadians are
tossed into the dustbin of history. communism. A resolution adoptedand to limit the free expression ofglorifying Communist symbols being compelled to pay for this
The “Tribute to Liberty” group by the Parliamentary Assembly ofideas. insults the memory of thesered-baiting project which falsely
operates as a charitable foundatiorthe Organization for Security and The authors of the monumentvictims...” We must ask: amongblames Communists for the crimes
despite the federal government'sCooperation in Europe (OSCE)proposal go so far as to turn historghose who are allegedly “insulted” of fascism. We demand that these
denial of charitable status toequatesfascismandcommunism,an its head, claiming that theby Communist symbols, does Mr.decisions be reversed, before this
organizations which engage innauseating attempt to rewrite themonument would “honour the 100Kenney meanthe supporters of Nazielebration of anti-communism
political advocacy (a biased policyhistory of the 20th century. Anti- million lives lostunder Communist aggression, which was decisivelypbecomes a permanent shameful
which exempts right-wing groupscommunist attacks have beemegimes” - a figure which includesdefeated on the eastern front bylot on the capital city of Canada.
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How Intelligence was twisted to

support an attack on Syria

By Gareth Porter, Truthout,
Sept. 3, 2013 (abridged)

Secretary of State John Kerr
assured the public that the Obam
administration’s summary of the
intelligence on which it is basing
the case for military action to
punish the Assad regime for a
alleged use of chemical weapon
was put together with an acuts
awareness of the fiasco of the 200
Irag WMD intelligence estimate.

Nevertheless, the unclassifieg
summary of the intelligence
assessment made public Augus
30, 2013, utilizes misleading lang
uage evocative of the infamous
Iraq estimate’s deceptive phrasing
The summary cites signals,
geospatial and human source
intelligence that purportedly show|
that the Syrian government pre
pared, carried outand “confirmed”
a chemical weapons attack o
August 21. And it claims visual
evidence “consistent with” a nerve
gas attack.

But a careful examination of
those claims reveals a series O
convolutedly worded charac-
terizations of the intelligence that
don't really mean what they
appearto say at first glance. The
document displays multiple
indications that the integrity of the
assessment process was Sserious
compromised by using language—.". : X :
that distorted the intelligence inPartl_c_lpantatann-warprotestorgamzed by Vancouver's StopWar
ways that would justify an attack coalition. (photo: A. Bjarnason)
on Syria.

Spinning the secret
intelligence

amajor question aboutthe integrityJ.N.

summary claims, “We interceptedbelieves that it is fraudulent.
communications involving a senior

obtaining evidence.”
Thatseems toindicate that U.Sexchange of “panicked phoneAugust24from UN envoy Angel

intelligence intercepted suchcalls” between a Syrian Defensg<ane for unimpeded access t
communications. But former Ministry official and someone in a eastern Ghouta. As late as Augu
British Ambassador Craig Murray chemical weapons unit in which23, the UN Department of Safet
pointed out on his blog August 31the defence ministry official was and Security had not yet decide
that the Mount Troodos listening “demanding answers for [about?]to give permission to the UN
post in Cyprus is used by Britisha nerve agent strike.” That clearlyinvestigators to go into the are
and U.S. intelligence to monitorsuggests that the Syrian seniobecause of uncertainties about their

“all radio, satellite and microwave official’s questions were promptedsafety.

traffic across the Middle East ..."by the charges being made on The intelligence summary 5 “Neryve Gas”
and that “almost all landline August 21 by opposition sourcegmakes no effort to explain why the

regime promptly granted accessto  The summary includes anotabl
The main problem with the the investigators. Anotherindication that the intelligence ;
microwave links at some stagedescriptionisthatitdoesn’tanswei@nomaly: the UN investigators community was far from convinced
the most obvious and importantwere already presentin Damascushat nerve gas had been use

All intelligence picked by the question about the conversationhaving been initially requested byaugust 21.

Troodos listening post is sharedDid the purported chemical the Assadregimetolookintoagas The summary said
between the U.S. and Britishweapons officer at the other end ofittack the regime had charged wagtelligence community had “high
intelligence, Murray wrote, butno the line say that the regime hackarried outby the rebels on Marcheonfidence” that the government;
communications such as the oneased chemical weapons or not? I19. The two-page assessment bijad carried out a “chemical
described were shared with thehe officer said that such weaponghe British Joint Intelligence weapons attack,” and added,
Intelligence had been used, that wouldOrganization released August 29fyrther assess that the regime us
Organization. Murray said aobviously have been the primarypointed to this question:"There isa nerve agent in the attack.” Th
U.S. pointof the report of the intercept.no obvious political or military fact that a separate sentence w.
intelligence had told him the reasorBut the summary assessment doggigger,” it said, “for regime use of ysed to characterize the assessm
was that the purported intercepnot say that, so the reader cafhemical War on an apparentlyof the nerve agent issue and that
came from the Israelis. The Israelreasonably infer that the officerlarger scale now, particularly givendid not indicate any level of
origin of the intelligence was did not make any such admissionthe current presence of the UNconfidence is a signal that th

telephone communications in thisin Ghouta.
region is routed through

[and] picked up on Troodos.”

British  Joint

personal contact in

reported in the U.S. press as wellThe significance of the interceptinvestigating team.”

intelligence claimed dubiously by of the summary - the ministry
the IsraelisasaU.S. intercept raisegfficial was “concerned with the
inspectors obtaining
ofthe entire document. The Israeli€vidence” - suggests that th
have an interest in promoting aofficial wanted to make sure that

That pattern was particularly U.S. attack on Syria, and theUN inspectors would not find
clear inthe case of the intelligenceauthenticity of the alleged interceptevidence of a nerve gas attack. B
gathered by covert means. The€annot be assumed. Murrayit could also mean precisely th
opposite - that the official wanted

%flowever, the wording is slippery.treated in medical centers in

LRut

e

But even if the intercept is the inspectors to be able t
official intimately familiar with ~authentic, the description in theascertain that there was no use
the offensive who confirmed thatintelligence summary appears toechemical weapons by Syrianforces
chemical weapons were used bye misleading. Another descriptionin eastern Ghouta. The latte
the regime on August 21 and waseaked to The Cable by anpossibility is bolstered by the fact ; . , .
concerned with the U.N. inspectorsadministration official (described) that the regime agreed within ogattack in the Damascus areapn chemical, biological and

those same communications as apours of the first formal requeston

)&uggest

aby the rebels...

sourcds, therefore, that an admission of Another obvious case of ahave much confidence in the

geospatial and signals intelligenceon anonymity. The former official
purporting to show that the Assadold Truthoutthat the choice of
regime was preparing for awording actually means the
chemical attack in the three daysntelligence analysts “do notknow”
prior to August 21. The summaryif nerve gas was used.
describes the intelligence as The summary includes yet
follows: *“Syrian chemical another sign of the analysts’ lack
weapons personnel were operatingf confidence that nerve gas was
in the Damascus suburb of Adraused, which was equally well-
from August 18 until early in the disguised. “We have identified one
morning on August 21 near anhundred videos attributed to the
area that the regime uses to miattack,” it said, “many of which
chemical weapons, includingshow large numbers of bodies
sarin.” exhibiting physical signs
That seems like damningconsistent with, but not unique to,
evidence atfirstglance. Howeverherve agentexposure.” Unless itis
despite the use of the ternmread carefully, the use of the word
“operating,” the US intelligence “bodies” - meaning corpses -
had no information aboutthe actualnstead of “victims” might be
activities being tracked throughmissed. But why would the
geospatial and signals intelligenceintelligence community be focused
When administration officials on how many “bodies” exhibit
leaked the information to CBS particular “physical signs” when
news lastweek, they conceded thahe far more relevant indicator of
the presence ofthe individual beingherve gas would the number of
tracked in the area in question hadvictims” exhibiting certain
beenviewed as “nothing out of thesymptoms?
ordinary.” That strange choice averts
Yet, after the August 21 event,acknowledgement of a
the same information was suddenljundamental problem for the
transformed into “evidence” thatintelligence community: Most of
supports the official line. The the alleged victims being shownin
summary refers to “streams ofthe videos posted online do not
human signals and geospatiathow symptoms associated with
intelligence that revealed regimeexposure to nerve agent. Corpses
activities that we assessed wergithout any sign of wounds, onthe
associated with preparations for ather hand, would be “consistent”
chemical attack.” Thus the samewith a nerve agent attack.
information that provided no The symptoms of a nerve agent
indication of “preparations” was attack are clear-cut: Soon after
now presented as though itinitial symptoms of tightness of
included knowledge of somechest, pinpoint pupils and running
“activities” somehow related to nose, the victim begins to vomit

eqettingreadyforchemicalWarfare.and to defecate and urinate

A third piece of intelligence uncontrollably, followed by
cited in the summary - unsourcedwitching and jerking. Ultimately,
presumably from an the victim becomes comatose and
intelligence agent - might seem tcsuffocates in a series of convulsive
denote the intent to carry out aspasms. The symptoms shown in
chemical weapons attack.dozens of videos of victims being

On August 21,” the document Ghouta, however, are quite
ays, “a Syrian regime elemendifferent. In an interview with
prepared for a chemical weapondruthoutDan Kaszeta, a specialist

including through the utilization radiological weapons who has
of gas masks.” That intelligence,advised the White House on those

d’f accurate, doesn't establish arissues, pointed outthatanerve gas
dptent by the government to carryattack would have

been
out an attack; it could converselyaccompanied by a pattern of
the government’ssymptoms that are not shown in
anticipation of a chemical attackthe videos posted online.

“There should be more or less
universal vomiting,” Kaszeta said.
But he did not see any vomiting or
evidence of such vomiting on the
clothing or on the floor in any of
the videos he saw. Stephen G.
%ohnson, a chemical weapons
orensics expert at Cranfield
Hniversity inthe United Kingdom,

oticed the same thing. “Why
aren’t more people vomiting?” he
askedTruthoutin an interview.
A number of specialists,
cluding Kaszeta and Johnson,
also noticed that personnel were
own handling the victims
ithout any special protective
e‘(:Iothing but not exhibiting any
mptoms themselves. Paula
Vanninen, director of the Finnish
¥nstitute for Verification of
Chemical Weapons, and Gwynn

cont . SWinfield, the editor of CBRNe
intelligence community does nOIWorId, amagazine specializing in

Behind uncertainty

the

because an Israeli .
. . ; - o chemical weapons, made the same
apparently leaked it to a Germarchemicals weapons use was nonisleading description of assessmentthatnerve gaswas used, P

magazine. made. intelligence in the summary according to a former senior US
The clumsy attempt to pass off The carefully chosen wordinginvolves information from US intelligence official who insisted >2¢ INTELLIGENCE, page 11
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Cuba warns US att ack will “provoke death and destruction”

Without leaving any margin preeminence of the United State¥/ietham to date, have had to suffeGeptember 9 and must choosactions, it must assume the
whatsoever for attemptson this Council, will be unable to the death of tens and thousands dfetween the initiation of anotherconsequences before the
underway to reach a political make a decision. In the exercise otheir young people, would notwar or the preservation of worldimplacable records of history.
solution to the (Syrian) conflict, its authority, the General Assemblyremain indifferent to a new peace, between life or death. If, Cuba also calls on leaders of
or presenting any kind of must urgently meet and takeconflagrationwhichwould produce as the British Parliamenthas doneworld opinion in the United
evidence, and with total essentially needed measures. more loss of life and, when themembers reject the attempts aStates and the world to prevent
disrespect for the opinions of The UN Secretary General mustmomentcomes, woulddemandthahaggression announced by théhe law of the jungle prevailing
many countries - including somedirectly involve himself in corrupt politicians and the lying President, it will have made aover good sense, in relation to
of his principal allies - and the preventing actions which thepress act with responsibility. surprising and valuable illegal and illegitimate attacks
United Nations, the President ofPresident of the United States has The question arises as to whatontribution to world peace andbeing launched against other
the United States has announcegresented as virtually inevitable.the United States Congress willquestioned the political system ofcountries and diplomacy being
his intention to engage in actiondt is his responsibility to make do when it opens its sessions nexhe country. If it approves suchsupplanted by war.
in violation of international law diplomatic, urgent and vigorous At the same time, Cuba urges
and the UN Charter. These willgesturestothe U.S. governmentig peace andreligiousleaders, youth
inevitably provoke more deathorder to try and save the immens and students, workers, artists and
and destruction and will responsibility of his position in § academics, social movements,
unavoidably lead to anrelation to peace and worldf] progressive forces and all those
intensification of the existing stability. who reject war, to mobilize in
conflict in this Arab nation. The Group of 20 is to meet in opposition to the decision made

Cuba calls on members of theSaint Petersburg, Russia by the President of the United
UN Security Council to fulfill September 5-6. This meeting, i States to attack the Arab nation.
their mandate to prevent anywhich many ofthe principal world The Ministry of Foreign
rupture of the peace and to stop éeaders will be participating, Affairs also calls for the
military intervention which cannot evade its obligation tg preservation of Syria’s
threatens international securitydiscuss the situation created wit sovereignty, independence and
inthis volatile region of the world. the President of the United State territorial integrity and the right

Inthe view of Cuba, the Generaland adopt concrete action in this to self-determination of its
Assembly, the sole United Nationscontext. people, and the promotion of a
body in which all countries are Ifthe truth were not hidden from solution to the conflict via
represented, likewise has ahem and they were not constantlys diplomatic routes, without further
responsibility to halt the inundated with tendentious, bloodshed.
aggression, and particularly somanipulated and incomplete Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
when it is foreseeable that thenformation, the American people the Republic of Cuba, Havana,
Security Council, given the who, in successive wars from September 1, 2018

Rally organized by the StopWar coalition, at Vancouver Art
Gallery, August 31, 2013

Hands off Syria! No to War!

threatening even more civilianrather a highly coordinatedwhite phosphorus and depletedhe Syrian people. It would also
deaths and the destruction of thémperialist conspiracy againsturanium weapons in Irag. It alsodramatically alter the regional

Issued by the Central
Executive Committee,

. country’s infrastructure. It would Syria. ‘looked the other way’ when balance of forces, weakening the
Communist Party of further inflame tensions Butpopularsupportforthe rebelSaddam used chemical weapons ianti-imperialist forces, and serving
Canada, August 30, 2013 throughout the Middle East andforces has since evaporated1988 during the Irag-Iran conflict as a prelude - and launching pad -

The ‘drums of war’ are beating could engulf the Significant because it was anxious to weakefor NATO/Israeli aggression
ever louder in the Middle East €Ntire regioninwar. sections of the anddefeatthe Iranianregime foritsagainst neighbouring Iran.
For more than two and a halfyears, For all these former opposition, own imperialist interests. The use
the devastating internal conflictin€aSons, it is vital — disillusioned by of chemical or other WMDs is a\\/or|d opposition
Syria has resulted in over 100'006hat all conscien- 'f the sectarian heinous war crime. .
casualties, millions of civilians U0US people speak a, violence and brutal growing
displaced from their homes and°Ut now to demand . atrocities The real aims of Despiteimperialism’s hysterical

communities, and growing e Canadian govem WY, committed by the : : lalism ,
cectarian violence in Lebgnon Irg ent oppose war on '*'-. rebel forces, are U.S. aggression campalgn]'fo Whlr;]).up!nternagc_)nal
andotherneighbouringcounfries yria. The Comm ,‘ now supporting the _support for this impending
unist Party of Syrian government . The threatened attapk on Syriaggression, \_N_ashmgtons c_oall
SIOW the war If?ces a most._ ~ da condemns and defending 1S Part of a broader imperialisttion of the willing” is crumbling
angerous escalation. ibhvaui g
T%e United States and some of€Se war preparations and the praSyria’s national sovereignty underz’grategybto crr]usg (and posslll?rllﬁglckly. UI;' Secretiry General Ban
its NATO allies, along with Saudi War_propaganda whipped up tathreat from this orchestrated ismember) the Syrian state. I-moon has spoken out against

i v ustify such an attack on Svria. consbiracy. On the ‘war front’ the ultimatelobjective is to fashion aany foreign.aggressipn and called
Arabia and other reactionary Gulf fy y piracy New Middle East” of weak and on all parties to “give peace a

“

; Syrian Armed Forces have made .
states, are preparing to launch a 2 e - liant Arab states under thechance”, and for a return to the
coordinated attack in response t3ackground to the fé%rglféc?nntreii\ﬁnr%%?]tﬂgallgztditgepomination of U.S. and Europeamegotiating table in Geneva to

the alleged use of chemical
weapons by the Syrian governmen

Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus, 0§overnmentin Syria beganin early, b the imperialist powers - undert© the petroleum, mineral and othecondemned the call to attack Syria.
August 21st. . 2011 in opposition to neonberaltheycode-ngme “Fripends of S ria.,natural resources of the regionEven the British Parliament has
Yet no credible or verifiable «yeforms” which increased _ are now moving to interv):aneand extend imperialist geopoliticalnow voted against any British
evidence has been forthcoming tqnemployment and widened socialyirectly in the conf?ict hegemony into the “underbelly” participation in such an attack.
confirm this dubious claim. It is ang economic disparities. But y ' of Asia, further encircling boththe  In Canada, all concerned
far more likely that this is a classic|egjtimate opposition voices wereGross hvpocris Russian Federation and China. organizations - unions, peace and
“false flag” operation, and that qyickly co-opted or shunted aside yp y Undermining the Syrian state issolidarity groups, and other mass
Syrian rebel forces andpynardcore, foreign-financedand U.S. President Obama’spivotalinachieving thisimperialist democratic organizations - as well
mercenaries - no doubtwith outsidgyrmed gangs determined to makedisgust” at the alleged use ofambition. Due to its central asconscientious and peace-loving
guidance and assistance fronsyria ungovernable. Terroristchemicalweapons by Syriais utteriylocation in the Middle East, its individuals, need to speak out
imperialist quarters - are attacks to spur further governmenhypocritical, given that U.S. secular character, and its firmquickly and demand that the
responsible for this horrendous actrackdowns, sectarian violence tamperialismitselfhas been the mairsolidarity with the just struggle of Harper government reverse its
to provide a pretext for foreign incite distrust and enmity betweenviolator of international covenantsthe Palestinian people andsupport for such aggression. Inthe
intervention by the imperialist the Sunni majority and the Shia,banning the use of chemical andpposition to the expansionistdays ahead, the Communist Party
powers to prevent a rebel defeat|awite and other minorities, the other weapons of mass destructiopolicies of Zionist Israel, Syria of Canada urges all-out support
Thelaunching of such unilateralsmyyggling of heavy weapons anqWMD). In addition to its use of has long been in the cross-hairs aéind participation in the anti-war
US-led aggression, in the absencgyen mercenaries from abroad, anduclear weapons against civilianU.S. imperialism. For their own campaign developing across the
of any hard evidence of Syriangpen calls for direct foreign populations in Hiroshima and reasons, reactionary Arab regimesountry to stave off the impending
government involvement in thejntervention in violation of Syria’s Nagasaki, Japan during the Seconcespecially Saudi Arabiaand Qatacatastropheé
chemical attack and without anynational sovereignty - this has beemvorld War, there is credible -aswellas Turkeyarealsoanxious [1] Endicott, Stephen and
UN mandate, would be immoral, the orchestrated game plan carriegvidence of its use of biologicalto weaken and crush Syria. Hagerman, Edward, “United
iresponsible, and a gross violatioryyt py the “internal opposition”. weapons during the Korean War “Regime change”in DamascusStates Biological Warfare during
of international law. , The extent of foreign covert [1], its widespread use of napalmand its replacement by a moreghe Korean War: rhetoric and
Amilitary attack on Syriawould jntervention in the conflict proves and other chemical agents duringliant, pro-imperialist regime reality”, www.yorku.ca/sendicot/
have dire consequencesat this is not a “civil war’ but the Vietnam War, and its use ofwould compound the suffering of ReplytoColCrane.htm

Syrian conflict many observers to predict th mperialist powers and their localreach a political settlement to the
imminent collapse of the armegdendarme, the state of Israel. Thisonflict. Russia, China, and most
would guarantee unfettered accesdeveloping countries have
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

; half of all respondents are nolongesays several companies refuse tegislation has been enacted i ) i
SA QOId Stnke ends able to save any money. One irtommit to the agreement that willlabour strongholds like Wisconsianabour S r0|e In

A South African gold miners’ €ightare struggling financiallyandmake building inspections and Michigan, he said, and theTunisia crisis

strike has ended after workers agan no longer pay for basic livingcompulsory atfactories that supplynovement could not even win

Harmony Gold accepted a final€XPenses. _ fashion gooo_ls to U_K stores. Ieg_islz_ition making _it easier to Tunisia is gripped by its most
wage offer on Sept. 7. Most of the The survey ofthe general public The TUC is asking consumersunionize when President Obamaserious political crisis since 2011,
80,000 miners across the sectoi 13 countries. representing halto use social media to buildwas elected and the Democratsnarked by rising public distrust of
who struck on Sept. 3 had alreadjPe world population, including pressure on clothing brandscontrolled the House and Senatethe Islamist government, growing
accepted an 8% pay offer an elgium, Brazil, Canada, China,including Matalan, River Island, = The AFL-CIOhassetupadozerviolence, and a collapsing
returned to work. But workers at Sports Direct/Republic, Janecommittees - of historians, youngeconomy. On the Aug. 31-Sept. 1
Harmony Gold’s mines in the Norman, Peacocks, Bench, Mexxworkers, Web experts, pollsters weekend protestors filled the
central Free State and NortheT and Bank Fashion. The agreementp propose ways to “reinvent” thecapital to demand the immediate

Cape provinces held out longer signed by over 80 internationallabour movement. Our Walmart, aresignation of the government.
seeking a better deal. The Nationd| companies including Zara, H&M union-backed group of Walmart = The AllAfrica news service
Union of Mineworkers (NUM) and Next, commits firms to employees, has held repeatedeportsthat“The Tunisian General
had been demanding a 60% rise meeting the cost of maklngprot_ests to pressure the gianUnion of Labour (UGTT) has
while employers had offered 6%. buildings safe, andtoworkingwithretailer to improve pay and affected the character of Tunisiaas
South Africa’s gold industry a monitoring group made up ofbenefits. The Service Employeesa whole since the late 1940s. It
has beenin decline in recentyear companies and unions, chaired bynterrjatlonal Union helpgd impacted significantly the 2011
down to the fifth largest in world, the International Labour organize awave of one-day strikesevolution and the transition period
with 6% of global production. The Organisation. In addition, anat fast-food restaurants with theandislikely toimpactthe future. Its
owners had threatened to closk independent inspector will beaim of pressuring McDonalds, current role as mediator between
mines and eliminate thousands appointed to oversee allSubway and other chains to rais¢he government and opposition

jobsifthe strike continued. Mining inspections and to investigatewages. . must be seen in historical
is still the mostimportant sector in ) complaints by Workgrs. Unions continue to Iookf_ornew perspective, as, arguably, the role
the economy, and the NUM In the days leading up to thegroups of workersto organize. Theof Tunisia’s labour movement is
represents about 64% of South Rana Plaza factory collapse inSEIU is seeking to organizewhatsetsitapartfromthe restofthe
Africa’s 120,000 gold miners. April, which claimed over 1,000 adjunct professors - an often low-Arab World.”

Producers still have to reach affFrance, Germany, India, Japanlives, staff complaints about largepaid group - in the Boston area, During a Sept. 3 meeting
agreementwith the Association ofRussia, Spain, South Africa, thecracks were ignored by managersind the United Automobile between Tunisia’s ruling three-
Mineworkers and Construction UK and the USA, was conductedwho ordered the factory stay openWorkers has accelerated efforts tgparty “troika” coalition, the UGTT,
Union (AMCU), which did not by global market research Amirul Haque Amin said: “I organize auto plants in the Southand the UTICA federation of
take part in the current strike. Thefompany TNS. am very disappointed that severapushing hard at Nissan,employers and self-employed
AMCU, which represents less than In emerging economies of theleading UK retailers are still Volkswagen and Mercedes-Benzworkers, the coalition agreed to a
20% of gold miners, has beerBRICS countries, 54 percent ofrefusing to commit to this accord.In Texas, a dozen unions areone month timeline to finish the
demandingincreasesofmorethaﬁe()p'e have directly experiencedrlhis historic agreement ensuresindertaking a decade-longconstitution and organize elec-
100 per cent for some Categoriesgnemploymentorthe reduction ofthat thousands of factories willorganizing drive aimed at tions, after which the government
It wants a minimum of R12,500 working hours. Overthree-quartershave compulsory building increasing unionization rates.  would step down. This would be
($1,250) a month for entry level (78%) report their income hasinspections for the first time ever. ~ Unions and community groupsseveral weeks quicker than the
underground workers, andstayed the same or fallen behind/oluntary initiatives have failed have joined forces to try to creategovernment’s previous proposal.
R11,500 a month for all surfacethe cost of living in the last two to protect workers in the past andhe nation’s highest minimum  “There is not much change to
workers. A basic entry-level salaryY €2rs. The figures point toif companies in the UK refuse towage through a referendum inthe Troika's proposal, but it is
in the gold sector is on a\,erageprolonged stagnation, amid asign we risk a repeat of the Rané&eaTac, a community south ofbetter explained and reducing the
about R5,000 a month, which carplobal economy which remainsPlaza tragedy. It is essential thaGeattle. The proposal wouldcurrent government’'s mandate to
rise to about R10,000 with benefitsUnstable following the financial companies take moreestablish a $15/hour minimumfour weeks is more explicit,” said

The companies insist they will crisis of 2007-08. While output responsibility for the way in which wage - twice the $7.25/hour federalUGTT leader Houcine Abbassi,
notdo separate deals with differenpas stopped falling in sometheir suppliers treat their minimum - for 6,500 workers at adding that if the talks fail, the

unions. economies, unemploymentemployees.” Sea-Tac International Airport andunions will “reveal details about
continues to rise. The poll found its nearby hotels and car rentathe ongoing negotiations to the
. . that 64 percent of people think _ agencies. Tunisian people.”
RepreSS|0n In future generations will be WorseAFL CIO de_bates
Swaziland off than their own. new Strateg|es

“A G20 jobs action plan that - c "

Police and governmentSEtS nqtional employment targets Richard Trumka, the president Many Items In our GIObaI ClaSS
repression of trade union activistdnd raises sustainable aggregatf the AFL-CIO, has presented a Strugg|e" column are from the

continues in Swaziland, one of thedemand and reduces incomelanto bring millions of non-union :

world’s last absolute monarchies.infeq#a"ty must be a centrepiecavorkers into the federation. The Labour S tart website,

of the G20 response to risingplan was on the agenda for thg

Se(grnetasr}e,p;ic t?]'e t-:-]read(eaeLr}rE]}iroanlunemployment and inequality,” AFL-CIO convention which began WWW.|abOUFSt art'org

Congress of Swaziland said John Evans, GeneralSept. 8 in Los Angeles, a week
(TUCOSWA), Vincent Secretary, Trade Union Advisoryafter a similar move by the first

Ncongwane, was followed b tenCommittee to the OECD. convention ofthe new Uniforunion [ ; ; - \
policegofficers in plain cIotheg. Heé\i)v\%lr(ri%?entge?glemalfexpsel(j:em %aggﬂﬁ.terview with theNew Send me'lnformatlon on the Ef;)
-

ggzg;rﬁ:ﬁgﬁng;;gigigapgrl:gcorporations pay their fair share ofYork TimesTrumka said thatwhile Communist Party Of Canada va
after three hours, he was put undd@xes and end the scourge of tawnions are having a hard time _ _ _
house arrest. The governmenpavens. G20 commitments appeancreasing their ranks, they can g  The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
claims that Ncongwane hadnOt to be acted on as people fedkastrestore their clout by building ‘(T'%htggéodr jobs, eq#a"ty' heace, Ca“?j?’éa’: '”F’eﬁe”t‘?'encewa’:ﬁ_ssﬁ']a' b
attempted to instigate an illega/@Pandoned by their governments broad coalition to advance 3 € 0€s muchmore thanrun candidates in elections. e think thegig

- e - against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
protest. However, TUCOSWA with 80 percent of respondentsworker-friendly political and | e cross the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

says it fully complied with Swazi saying their governmenthas fa'leqacc_’r_]om'c, a}genda. He callgd fo movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
laws by announcing an August 15° tackle unemployment. Only 13inviting millions of workers into | gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada's part} of
protest march to both police and?€rcent of people feel thatthe labor movement even if Fhelrl socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

the Commissioner of Labour.  9overnments are acting in theownworkplaces are not unionized

i i interests of working people.”  He has proposed makin Central Committee CPC

Police and military have 9 peop o e tha 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

threatened personnel at the Global prog group 416-469-2446  <inf :
: : NAACP: the Sierra Club: the -469- info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
Inquiry Panel which has beenBangladesh fac- AL, ! '
studying the situation in the National Council of La Raza, &} o, communiste du Quebedsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
southern African kingdom, tory agreement Hispanic civil rights group; and | parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
following staff from the ITUC, lled MomsRising, an advocacy grougl PS5° A= o4 Fart, S e Manitoba Comittee CPC
COSATU, FES/DGB and Sta e f(?r women's and famlly ISS.L.JeS " Email: péq@épc—pcc.cé’él: 438-338-8890 ?ﬁr/fii!ggfggé_\%g:peg’ MB, R2W 2M3
IndustriALL aroundtheclock. The - plasig £ th either formal partners or affiliates| ¢ ¢ commitee crc -
August 15 march was part of € resident of  the of the AFL-CIO. 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 31~ Ontario Ctee. CPC
ha. ; aBangladesh| National Garment «The crisis for labor has | 604-254-9836<cpinfo.bc@gmail.com 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6

Global Week of solidarity with k d - G h | Tel: 416-469-2446
Swaziland. Workers Federation (NGWF) hasgeepened,” Trumka said. “It's at g Edmonton cPc

; : : ; Hamilton Ctee. CPC
: Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO A
warned eight leading UK retailerspoint where we really must dof B3¢ %1210 8omne D 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

. that there could be a repeat of thgomething differently. We really | Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0200 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
G IObaI econom IC Rana Plaza tragedy if they refus%a\/e to e)g(periment'”y Y Calgary CPC Tel: 905-548-9586

i i i Atlantic Region CPC
survey to sign an international accord. Trumka notes a steady loss of 5421 - 8th Ave. SE e s, BOP 1MO
designed to protect Bangladeshjjnion membership, frequent] Ca/9am:AB T2A4LT Tel: 4032486489 L), ' 502-542-7081

A global poll released on thefactory workers. Amirul Haque gefeats in organizing drives, and SaskaichewanCPC
eve of the G20 Summit in St.Amin,whowasin Britaintospeak ynjons being forced to accepl - o @eommunstpany-si.ca> Y,
Petersburg found that more thar@it the TUC’s annual conference myltiyear wage freezes. Anti-union
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Visiting Indian MP calls to uphold secular values

By Gurpreet Singh, Surrey,
British Columbia

Avisiting Communist Member
of Parliament from India has called
upon the South Asian Diaspora tq
the uphold secular values of the
Ghadar Party. Speaking in Surre)
on Sept. 7 at a seminar held t
celebrate the 100th anniversary 0
the Ghadar Party, Sitaram
Yechury, a member of the uppe
house of the Indian parliament}.
urged everyone to work togethe
to defeat the
“nefarious designs” of sectarial
and fundamentalist forces benjus
upon dividing people on religious
lines.

The Ghadar Party was
establishedin 1913 by South Asial
immigrants on the Pacific coasto
North America, to launch an armec
rebellion against the British Sijtharam Yechury speaking at the Sept. 7 seminar to celebrate

occupation of India. The party wasthe centenary of the Ghadar Party.
secular in character and

vehemently denounced caste and

following the death of Shiv Senadid not confine their struggle to
leader, Bal Thackrey. A staunchthe freedom of India from foreign
BJP ally, Shiv Sena is accused ofule, but continued it for a just
bashing Muslims and non-society even after the country
Maharashtrians in Mumbai. gained independence. According

Interestingly, Yechury sharedto Yechury, bigger challengesfrom
the platform at the Surrey eventimperial forces still prevail. He
with an Akali Dal MP, Sukhdev observed that the free market
Singh Dhindsa. Akali Dal is economy and liberalization have
another ally of the BJP, andcreated a yawning gap between
supports Modi. the rich and the poor.

The eventwas organized bythe “As a fitting tribute to the
Indo-Canadian Workers’ Ghadarites we must keep this
Association, a CPI(M) offshootin struggle alive,” said Yechury, who
Vancouver. The CPI(M) fought also released a souvenir
the lastassembly electionin Punjalpublication dedicated to the
in partnership with the People’sGhadar history.

Party of Punjab, formed by Akali Others who spoke on the
Dal rebel Manpreet Singh Badal.occasion were Sukhdev Singh
The Indo-Canadian Workers’ Dhindsa, andlocal MPs Jinny Sims
Association had expressed itsaand Jasbir Sandhu. Former MLA
support to Badal when he caméDave Hayer was also present.
here before the election. Among other notable speakers

Yechury was also critical of werethe Counsel General of India,
Sikh fundamentalists who areRavi Shankar Aisola; prominent
trying to appropriate the Ghadarhistory researchers and scholars,
history. “The Ghadar Party wasSohan Pooni, Dr. Raghbir Singh

religious prejudices. The BJP is indirectly projecting attempt to turn a pluralist Indiannot just a party of the Sikhs. It hadSirjana and Naveen Girn; Indian

A senior member of thethe Gujarat Chief Minister, society into a theocracy needs t&upporters from other religiousWorkers’ Association leader from
Communist Party of India Narendra Modi, as a future Primebe challenged. communities as well. How can oneUK, Harsev Bains; and leaders of
(Marxist), Yechury warned that Minister. Modi's government is  Yechury recently received jgnore the participation of thethe Indo-Canadian Workers'’
India’s unity and diversity are widely blamed for the 2002 anti-threats for questioning aHindusand Muslimsinthe GhadarAssociation, Surinder Sangha,
under threat from the HinduMuslim pogrom in Gujarat. condolence motion that wasmovement?”, he asked. Surinder Dhesi and Kulwant
nationalist Bhartiya Janata PartyYechury cautioned that anybrought in the Indian parliament He noted that the GhadaritesDhesi.®

‘“Extensive” US use of chemical weapons

While the Obama ifyouread Secretary John Kerry'sits soldiers and leaders could bédeen brought before a tribunal And in fact this whole business of
administration prepares to bomband Obama’s statements, only thérought before the Court. That gotAnd of course George Bush andpursuing of Syria, first, it is not
Syria, the U.S. has used chemicainedia picked up the fact, in passome of the members of thethese guys, they're all immune.even proven that the Syrian
weapons on a much grander scalgears they have both said that theongress and Senate very upseBush in his auto-biography openlyGovernment used chemical
than any other country in history.will abide by International Law. So, they actually got through thisacknowledges that he supportedveapons. Buteven apartfrom that,
In a recent interview by JohnlInternational Law controls this incredible piece of legislation thatwaterboarding, which is a well- the hypocrisy involved in this is
Robles on the Voice of Russia, Drgreat country’s behaviour. But nowif anybody tried to take one of ourknown form of torture... amazing.

Edward Herman discussed thesthat they are in power and want to As the United States
matters. Dr. Herman is Professogo to war, they say that they are not Government committed aggres-
Emeritus atthe Wharton School atonstrained by this, they can jus sion against Iraq, it has used
the University of Pennsylvania.go across borders and bomb. chemical weaponsitself during the
He is the author of several books, It is just amazing! And it is Viethnam War, the United States
including “Manufacturing Con- amazing how the mainstreany used Agent Orange. Infact, its use
sent”, which he wrote with Noam media of the United States don't of chemical weapons in the
Chomsky, and the “Srebrenicapick this subject up. Since the Vietnam War was the most
Massacre: Evidence, ContextUnited Statesis regularly crossing extensive use of chemical weapons
Politics.” borders and attacking othe since World War I.

Robles: Regarding this situation countries in violation of the UN And we of course supported
in Syria, does the US in your Charter,the mediaplay as if this i Iraqwhenitused chemical warfare
opinion have the legal authority not an issue. It is only when against Iran. We even supplied
to launch military action orbomb somebody else, one of our targetfe Irag with various kinds of arms,
Syria? crosses a border that we ge protected against being attacked
Herman: They certainly do not.excited. in the United Nations, and were
The UN was organized to preveniRobles: Following that line of attacking our enemy - Iran. So, it
war, aggression, cross-bordethought, | read recently - now | was okay. And they recently sold |
attacks by individuals - it is very this goes back to 2002 - a piece o think 600 some million dollars’
clear. And in fact, the NurembergU.S. legislation, some called it worth of cluster bombs to Saudi
Tribunal, you should actuallyreadthe Hague Invasion Act. It Arabia. And of course Israel
this: “war is essentially an evil basically protects all US famously used a huge number of
thing. Its consequences are nopersonnel and allies from being cluster bombsin Lebanonin 2006,
confined to the belligerent statessubjected to International Law just before the truce. The cluster
alone, but affect the whole world.or being tried for war crimes. It bomb is a vicious, essentially
To initiate a war of aggressionallows for, literally, a military illegal weapon.

therefore is not only an action against the Hague which soldiers and trythem, we would beRobles: Yes, since the Korean So, here is the United States
international crime, it is the would require an invasion to prepared to invade that country. Itwar. doing all these horrible things,
supreme international crime,physically remove, for example, was a lunatic piece of legislationHerman: ...whichis internationally including chemical warfare, using
differing only from other war ifthey'vearrested somebody. Canand | doubt if it ever would be illegal, it is illegal in US law. white phosphorus in Fallujah,
crimes in that it contains within you comment? applied, but it shows the spirit of Obama comes along havingdepleted uranium. Ithas dirty hands.
itself the accumulated evil of theHerman: It was a brazen piece othis country - we are above thepromised to enforce the law, butThe moral case falls because of this
whole”. That's from the legislation. Infact|think that was Law. he won’t bring George Bush toincredible hypocrisy. And the
Nuremberg Tribunal. the time they were discussing the Our leaders have impunity. Intrial. So, all these guys are immuneéAmerican people don’t go on the

The whole UN system was fact, Harry Truman made thisfrom the law, they have impunity. offensive - this other part of your
builtin order to prevent war, to famous statementthat “the buckThis is the superpower right toquestion - does it have support at
make it illegal to cross borders stops with him”. This is not haveimpunity. Onlylesser peopleshome, and the answer is, in spite of
without the vote of the Security true! Impunity starts with him. can be brought before a court. the huge propaganda effort that the
Council. The only basis for Here isaman who dropped twoRobles: Back to Syria, does theGovernment and the media are
crossing a border otherwise is atomic bombs on two cities andUS have the moral authority and carrying out, | think it 60% of the
immediate self-defense. There wiped out quickly 200,000 the support of the American polled public is against attacking
is no way that Syria is civilians. | mean, this was onepeople to launch any kind of an Syria. The public doesn’'t want it.
threatening the United States ofthe greatwar crimesin humanoperation against Syria? The moral case is badly
and the U.S. doesn’t even history. But nobody has everHerman: | don’t think they have compromised. So, it is really an
pretend that it has anything to ddnternational Criminal Court. And suggested that Harry should havéhe moral authority in the least.outrage®
with self-defense. inthe International Criminal Court

So, the answer is absolutely noit was theoretically going to be
the legal statusis non-existent. Angbossible that the United States and

Photo: Ed Bil

NO
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NO INTERyY

NO SANCTIGNECN
NO WMD LiEs

NO NEW WARS

HANDS OFF SYR|Al

agent orange
white phosphorus
depleted uranium
cluster bombs
waterboarding
nuclear weapons

http://voiceofrussia.com/2013_09_07/US-use-of-chemical-weapons-
extensive-Edward-Herman-9155/
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Depleted uranium cont amination still blight s lraq

From Third World compounded bythe US’refusal tot_he to_tal number of con_taminated—|_ea_lth Organisation _and Iragi  The United Naf[ions General
Resurgence release targeting data. The Iragsites in Irag to be far higher thanMinistry of Health is to be Assembly has twice called for
government acknowledges thathe 300 identified by the Iraqgi published soon. greater transparency over DU

A decade may have elapsedhere are more than 300 sites witkauthorities.” “In a State of Uncertainty” weapons use, most recently in

since the US invasion of Iraq butknown contamination, based on Reports collected by the documentsthe enormous problenbbecember 2012, where 155 states
the depleted uraniumitleft behindthe limited data available, with International Committee of the still posed by the poorly regulatedvoted in favour. The US, the UK,
continues to take its toll. new sites regularly discovered.Red Cross reveal that tribalstorage and trade in military scrag=rance and Israel were the only
To mark the 10th anniversaryClean-up of sites typically costsleaders in southern Iragmetal. Deregulation of the scrapfour states which opposed the text,
of the 2003 invasion, a new reporaround US$150,000, but varieshighlighted DU contaminationastrade under the Coalitionwhich also accepted the potential
has highlighted continuing considerably depending on thea primary health concern, withProvisional Authority resulted in risks from DU use and called for a
uncertainties over the impact andsetting, extent and level offear of DU exposure widespreadcasual scrap metal collectors beingrecautionary approach to their
legacy of the use of 400 tonnes otontamination. in Irag. Iragis commonly associateneedlessly exposed to DU and irpost-conflict management.
depleted uranium (DU) weapons “The 300 or so known sites mayincreased incidence rates othe export of contaminated scrap Throughout, it is clear that for
in Iraq. The report reveals thebe the tip of the iceberg,” said acancers, congenital birthto neighbouring countries. Scrapstates recovering from conflict,
extentof DU’s use in civilian areasspokesperson for the Internationamalformations and other diseasemetal collectors continue toremaireffectively managing DU
for the first time. Coalition to Ban Uranium with DU, resulting in significant at risk of exposure, as do those&ontamination to standards even
“In a State of Uncertainty” Weapons (ICBUW). “While it is levels of anxiety. Prompted bywho live near dozens ofapproaching those in the states
published by Dutch peaceobviously difficult to extrapolate numerous media reports of auncontrolled scrap sites. The Iragthat employ the weapons poses
organisation IKV Pax Christi, hasdirectly from other conflicts, in health crisis in Fallujah, linked government has requested intersignificant challenges. IKV Pax
soughtto dowhatthe US has so fathe Balkans, where 1/60th of theby researchers to the toxic legacyational assistance in analysingChristi argues that the implications
refused to do - reveal how widelyquantity of DU was used, we sawof military activities, a major and managing contaminatedor the wider acceptability of DU

the weapons were used in Iragsomewhat over 100 contaminatedeview of birth defect rates in six military scrap. munitions are clear.
and in what circumstances. It alsasites; we would therefore expectiragi provinces by the World “Because states are under no “Even now, 10 years after the
analyses the costs and technical obligation to share targeting data2003 conflict, the true extent of
burdens associated with DU us even when deploying toxic andthe risks posed to civilians from
arguing that a decade on, man radioactive munitions, itisunclearDU in Iraq is unclear,” said an
contamination problems remain iSome of the 42 sites exactly how many locations maylCBUW spokesperson. “As the
unresolved - leaving civilians at ' - Mosul @ which have been found still be contaminated, orthe extentUS seems reluctant to share
. . Wi 03 to be sewerely cantaminated . A " .
risk of chronic DU exposure. & of the risks that civilians face,” targeting data and any records of

States argue that the use o said the report’'s author Wimany clean-up work it may have
controversial DU munitions is x Zwijnenburg. undertaken during the 2003-05
. i g . il « s . . . .. .
justified against armoured| .., DU’s apparent use in built-up period, it is unclear how this

: p SYRIA v hat ; .

vehicles, yet “In a State of areas against a range of targets isituation might be resolved.
Uncertainty” documents their use A 2003 increased theserisks, runninreater transparency on usage
against a wider range of targets if Ramadkg. Fallijah R counter to efforts to increasewould of course be extremely
2003, with attacks often taking IRAQ = ffibeohdad protection for civilians during helpful in determining the
place within civilian areas, leaving Tinweitha armed conflict and further extent of DU’s use in civilian
residents at risk from con- undermining DU’s legitimacy. areas.” International Coalition
tamination. This resulted from both Najal @ This uncertainty means that feato Ban Uranium Weapons
the US’ use of DU in medium Am g of DU among lIraqi civilians is (www.bandepleteduranium.org)
calibre ammunitionforaircraftand| savnr araBiA Smawah (@ DChQar = widespread yet effectively The report “In a State of
armoured fighting vehicles, and Kasireyah@ ruweseManslands | managing DU’s legacy will require Uncertainty” can be downloaded
the frequency of urban combat $hat al-Arab waterwary international assistance.” from: www.ikvpaxchristi.nle
operations in 2003. i @ t11sies)

The report also finds that the
Iragi government has struggled K UWALT I
with the cost and technical e Mlgrant Worker group

challenges posed by the legacy o§ource of graphic: www.theguardian.com/world/2010/jan/22/ i

contamination, a situation iraq-nuclearglcoeltaminated-sit?es J responds tO raCISt mayor
Justicia for Migrant Workers has issued an open letter to
- - n" the mayor of Leamington, Ontario, after he accused
U n Io n S Welg h u p Q u e bec migrant workers of lewd behaviour and asked the town’s
police to come up with measures to combat it. Justicia,
an organization supporting migrant workers, said it the
C h a rte r of va I u es" comments are the worst “anti-migrant sentiments” they’ve
heard, adding to previous allegations that workers loiter
in the downtown or misuse public facilities like libraries.
Leamington has one of the country’s largest populations
of temporary foreign workers who perform a great deal of
low-wage seasonal agricultural work. The open letter

argues that such comments by the mayor disguise the
hardship and experience of migrants workers, who face

says it would be prepared to fightalaw in favour of state secularism
the case in court. while sitting beneath a religious
The “Charter of Quebec Mallette saysthe unionbelievessymbol. The cross should be
Values” was introduced by thethere are real issues over religiousnoved elsewhere in the building,
Parti Quebecois minority accommodationsin public schoolsijt says.
government on Sept. 9, but onesuch as parents who want to Meanwhile, mostother public- . . .
large group representing publicwithdraw their children from sector unions in Quebec, racism, are bound to.thelremployers a.nd denied Iabqur
sector workers has long been otlasses that teach evolution, Buincluding the largest teachers' | Mobility, cannot gain permanent residency or voting
record as supporting the generatiress codes for teachers are besidmion, decided to wait for the | f18hts, and are separated from their families for long
approach of “secularising” the point, he argues. Marois government to table its | Periods of time. (Canadian Association of Labour Media)
public services in Quebec. “Preventing someone from proposals before commenting.
Avery different position was wearing a hijab or kippa isn't a However, the Syndicat de la
expressed in early Septemberway to ensure the secular nature dbnction publigue du Québec, ) - P
however, by aunionrepresentinghe state and its institutions,”which represents provincial civil i —\w\l ~

PV Vancouver Bureau

one-third of all teachers in Mallette told the Globe and Malil. servants, is already on record as i o
Quebec. A report in th€lobe “Forus, respecting secularism hasaying it supports a ban on L F i
and Mail says theFédération nothing to do with whether you religious headgear for state e
autonome de I'enseignemenivear religious symbols or employees. ke
will oppose measures that baraccessories.” The minority Marois
religious headgear in the The FAE includes 32,000 government, which marked its
classroom, characterizing anyteachers in the French-languagene-year anniversary on Sept. 4,
such crackdown as a “witchschool system in Montreal, homehas made the Values Charter an i
hunt.” to most immigrants who settle inother identity issues a centrepiece A
The FAE says it supports theQuebec. These teachers live daysafits agenda, from dress codes to e — e A
concept of secular stateto-day with the realities of mandatory Quebec history
institutions, but not through multicultural classrooms. Mont- courses. = — [ —
targeting personal religiousreal city council has unanimously Drainville told Radio- T i Fm 3
symbols. adoptgj a motion that calls forCanada that after Quebec rid N'ﬂ sale fﬂ'l' Eﬂtﬂl"l S Wﬂl’l{BrE
“We won’'tgo on awitch hunt “inclusive secularism” which itself of religion in its public | The 1948 drive to unionize the 15 thousand Eaton's
to see who wears a hijab, kippa'unites Montrealers of all institutions in the 1960s, public | workers faced unique cbstacles. The patemnalistic store

or cross,” Sylvain Mallette, backgrounds and beliefs.” servants became “neutral” in | Played better-paid employees off against grossly under-
president of the union, saidinan The FAE also disagrees withappearance. paid workers fearful for their jobs and came up with g
interview. “We will defend the the PQ government about the “Ifitwas fine for Catholics in higher wages and a pension plan. After four years the g
right of our members to work.” crucifix hanging in the National the 1960s, why wouldn’t it be | drive was over, defeated by entrenched white callar £
If a teacher faced losing a jobAssembly, saying it would be good for all refigions 50 years | &ni-union attiudes and a powerful employer. s
due to religious garb, the union“incoherent” for legislators to passlater?” he asked 1948: 1.S. kicks up cold-war tansion with Fussia, ;5-:
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Intelligence on Syria "twisted"...

continued from p. 6 analysis on the Strongpointsince the Syrian governmen
. Security website, Kaszetaagreed to allow it unimpeded
point in interviews with AFP on considered each known type ofaccess to the locations where ' _
August 21. The only evidence ofchemical weapon in turn andchemical attacks were allegedLa Trova Nuestra, evening of
such effects is secondhand at besgoncluded that the symptomsNational Security Adviser SusanLatin American music and
statements issued the fonowingexhibited in the videos were notRice sentan e-mailto key officialssocialising, admission $10, 8
day by both the spokesman forth(g(_)nsistent with those associateq!\ugus_t 25_) asserting_ that the UNpm,.Fr!day, Sept._27,Centrefor
Supreme Military Council of the with any of them. And as Kaszetainvestigation was pointless. Socialist Education, 706 Clark
Free Syrian Army, Khaled Saleh told the Israeli dailyHa’aretz,the Since then, administration Drive.
and the spokesman for itsfactthatnone of the people treatingfficials have dismissed the UN7th  Annual Women’s

Washington, DC, arm, the Syriancasualties were suffering obviousinvgstigation_ as repr_esenting 3ousingMarch, Sat.Sept. 28,
Support Group, said that doctorsSymptoms “would seemtorule outSyrian political tactic. Kerry 1:30pm, starts at Cordova and
and “firstresponders” had r(_:.portedrnost_types of military-grade claimed in his statement Fridaycolumbia (east of Main).
thattheyweresufferingsymptomsChem'CfilWeapons---’i . (Aug. 30) that W‘h.en the_UN Organized by Downtown
of neurotoxic poisoning. Saleh Instead ofaddressing the issueinspections were “finally given gastside Women Centre Power

claimed that at least six doctordhe intelligence community optedaccess, that access - as we nogf \Women Group.
had died. to accept information about theknow - was restricted and| ¢ o Night, 7pm, Sunday,

Experts noticed yet anothernumbers and the cause of deatbontrolled.” _ Sept. 29, call 604-255-2041 for
anomaly: The number of thoseProvided by sources th_at were ButFarhanHagq, the assomat%eta"s '
treated who survived far Presumablysubjecttotheinfluencespokesperson for Secretary '
outnumbered the dead, contran?f 0pposition forces in the area.General Ban Ki-Moon, who has )
to what would be expected in a he intelligence summary cites abeen getting regular reports More Greek anti-

What's Left

Brampton, ON

Public Auto Insurance Now,
rally at constituency office of
MPP Linda Jeffrey, 2250
Bovaird Drive East, Sunday,
Sept. 22, 2-3 pm, organized by
GTA West Club CPC.

Toronto, ON

Word On The Street, Sunday,
Sept. 22, volunteers need for
People’s Voice booth and
distribution, ph. 416-469-2446.

“Songs of Social Signifi-
cance,” David Rovics concert,
Friday, October 11, 8 pm,
Winchevsky Centre, 585
Cranbrooke Ave., tickets $15
advance/$20 door, contact
UJPO Toronto.

nerve gas attack. Dr. GhazwanPreliminary U.S. government from the UN team onits work in cuts protests
Bwidany told CBS news August assessment” that 1,429 peopl&yria, told Truthout that he was Montreal, QC
Thousands of workers marched :

24 that his mobile medical unitWere killed by chemical weapons,unaware of any restrictions on -
had treated 900 people after thécluding “at least 426 children.” the team’s work. through Greece’s second cityP@lestinians And Jews

attack and that 70 had died]t Provides no indication of how — The Obama administration hasThessaloniki on Sept. 7 to protest/nited, boycott/disinvestment/
“Médecins Sans Frontieres’the analysts arrived at such anade it clear it does not intend toagainst cutbacks and the sacking@nctions picket, every
reported that 3,600 patients hadrecise estimate, which is highlyrely on the UN investigation’s of public-sector workers. aturday, 1-3 pm, outside
been treated at hospitals in théinusual for an intelligence findings. Kerry declared on Sept.  Authorities cordoned off the Israelishoe store “NAOT", 3941
areaofthe attack and that 355 ha@Ssessment. The normal practicé that samples of blood and hairgrounds of a trade fair where Prime>t-Denis Street.
died. Such ratios of survivors toln arriving at such an estimate is tdrom medical personnel in easternMinister Antonis Samaras wag

News for

dead were the opposite of whagive a range of figures reflectingGhouta had been found to contairgiving his annual speech on thg
chemical weapons specialistéjifferem data sources as well agraces of sarin nerve gas. economy, keeping protesters amil

people, not
f fits!
or profits!

h

11°

would have expected from a nerveéissumptions. However, those samples did notaway. Most of the city centre was
gas attack. The main center for analyzinggo through the UN investigators, cut off to traffic, and nearly 4,500
Kaszeta told Truthout that thelSsues relating to weapons of masbut were smuggled out of Syria bypolice officers patrolled the area
“mostnaggingdoubt”hehadaboufjeStrUCtiO” is the CIA’s Office of opposition activists. The  Police said 17,000 anti-austerity
the assumption that a nerve gagVeapon_s _ Intelligence, spokesman for the Free _Syrlarprotesters took part in
attack had taken place is thdVonproliferation and Arms Army’s Supreme National demonstrations called by the Gree
roughly 10-to-1 ratio of total Control (WINPAC) Center. It is Council, Khaled Saleh, hadtrade unions, but organiserg
number treated to the dead. “Thdhe same centerthattilted the 2002nnounced August 22 thatclaimed at least double that
proportions are allwrong,” he said.!"ad estimate toward conclusions'activists” had collected their own number. Farmers drove a lorry tg
“There should be more deadthat were not supported byhair, blood and soil samples andone of the trade fair gates andl
people.” Johnson agreed. In ar;e_chnical facts. As the Robb-were smuggling them out of thedumped large quantities of
actual nerve gas attack, he Sai0§|lverman reportonthe Iraqg WMD country. tomatoes and peaches in proteg
“You'd get some survivors, but it @ntell?gence fiasco pointed out, The Obama admi_nistration hadAt another rally by opponents of g
would be very low. This [is] avery mtelhgence analysts a'gWINPACobtamed phys_lologlcal samplesCanadian_ _gold_ mine nearf
low level of lethality.” explained to the staff privately thatrelated to previous alleged nerveThessaloniki, police responded
These multiple anomaliesthey had reversed the normabas attacks, which had testedwith tear gas. .
promptedsomespecialiststocomg‘te”igence analysis burden ofpo.si@iveforsa.rin,.butadminist_ration (With files from the UK
up with the theory that the Proof and operated on theofficials had insisted that, without Morning Star)
government had somehow diluted@SSumption that Iraq did havebeing certain ofthe chain of custody,

the nerve gas to make it lessVMD programs. “they couldn’t be sure who hadL I - c ]S
People'sVoice deadline:

detectable and thus made it less Thatdynamicseemstohaverehandled those samples,” as on
lethal. Hamish de Bretton-Gordon €merged in the case of Syriarofficial put it.

October 1-15 issue: Thursday, Sept. 19
October 16-31 issue: Thursday, Oct. 3

o)

t

a former commander of thechemicalweapons, especiallywith Despite the knowledge that
chemical biological and nuclearthe appearance of hundreds o$amples lacking a clear chain o
terrorism unit in the UK Ministry videos containing highly emotive custody could have been tampere
of Defense, tolt)SA Todayhugust  SCenes of children suffering and,with, howeyer, the administration
23 that the absence of symptom#many cases, already having diedbegan to disregard that key facto
associated with nerve gas attack he gontradiction betwee_n thein June_. It adopted a policy of
might be explainable by a “low €motionally charged visualaccepting such samples a
dose” chemical weapons attack. evidence and the technical analysisvidence of government guilt, onI

Three days later, Winfield wrote by chemical weapons specialiststhe argument, as one official
in an article for CNN that the however, poses an unresolve@xplained, “It'simpossible thatthe

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

symptoms seen in the videodSSue. The uncertainty about whabpposition is faking the stuff in so

indicated “lower toxicity” than was actually happened on August 2Imany instances in so many

associated with nerve agentst@n be resolved only on the basitocations.” .

Winfield suggested that nerve©f actual blood samples from That policy shift is part of the
agent might have been mixed withYictims who have been gatheredindeclared framework in which
other substances that were Iikel)by the UN inspectors and are novthe intelligence assessment wa
to remain in the environmentP€ing analyzed in Europeancarried out.

longer than a nerve agent such daboratories... Regardless of what evidenc
sarin. But the advocates of an attackemerges in coming weeks, w

But Kaszeta cast doubt on the®n Syria within the Obamawould do well to note the
idea of a “low dose” nerve agent@dministration have  notinconsistencies and misleadin

Higgins, who specializes in©On the_defini_tive evidence from assessment, bearing in rr_li_no_l th
WeaponsassociatedwiththeSyria},:heUNlnvestlgators.Instead,they:onsequences of utilizing
conflict under the name Brownhave evinced a strong hostilityambiguous intelligence to justify
Moses. he said, “There’s not mucHoward the UN investigation everan act of ware

(S

n
In an interview with blogger Eliot demonstrated awillingnesstorellanguage contained in thedﬁ)

B

Government keeps funding to

d

T

Sun Media, not Our T imes

The Department of Canadian heritage has cut funding to independent

bour magazine Our Times by 65 per cent, claiming the magazine
ailed to meet eligible circulation requirements, though it offered no
etails. Heritage Canada subsidizes Canadian print media through
Jrants from the Canadian Periodical fund, to help small circulation
publications “overcome market disadvantages.” After receiving $29,790
2007, Our Times had its funding eliminated altogether in 2008, then
artially restored in subsequent grant periods to $10,505 last year.
hey turned us down though we met all criteria,” said Our Times
usiness manager Liz Ukrainetz. “We’'ve beentold it "was notin the best
interest of Canadians.” The fund gave Sun Media more than $800,000

over the same period for a chain of its company weeklies.

leeway between the incapacitating
doses and lethal doses with Sarin.”
The concentration causing an
symptoms at all, he said, “would
quickly lead to absorption of a
lethal dose.”

Scaffold tragedy: Appeal court
boosts fine to $750,000

The Ontario Court of Appeal has nearly quadrupled a fine for
criminal negligence causing death in the Christmas Eve death of four
workers. The judge found that Metron Construction had workers using
a scaffold with a defective design that couldn’t stand their weight. There
were also not enough lifelines on the scaffold for the workers. Owner
Joel Swartz already faces an $112,500 fine for other violations of the
Occupations Health and Safety Act. Dilshod Marupov, a surviving crew
member who was permanently disabled by the accident, has sued the
Ministry of Labour and three companies implicated in the event.

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
http://solidnet.org

Case not closed

If it wasn’t a nerve gas attack,
then, what other chemical weapo
could have produced the symptom
exhibited in the videos? In an
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Human rights concerns over Israeli practices in Palestine

Israelidetention atany giventime fishermen being subjected tosince the end of November 2012zoning regime that effectively
and that children are often takerarrest, confiscation of theiralone.” prohibits Palestinians from
away in the middle of the night, equipment and abusive treatment “The international community building or even renovating their
Followingits latest fact-finding blindfolded and hands tied, afterby Israeli security forces.” must pressure the Israelihomes.
visit to Amman and Cairo on Junebeing shocked awake by Israeli “Gaza’'s farmers find government to let Palestinians According to the UN news
22-27,the UN Special Committeesoldiers busting in with soundthemselves in similar farm, fish and export. Otherwise,release, witnesses told the
to Investigate Israeli Practicesgrenades, smashed glass ancrcumstances,” the Committeelsrael will entrench Gaza's Committee that even when Israel
Affecting the Human Rights of the instructions screamed at the entir@oted, stressing that “they aren’tdependence on the internationahas, inthe past, temporarily frozen
Palestinian People and Othefamily. maximising the cultivation of their community,” the Sri Lankan envoy settlement expansion, it has sped
Arabs of the Occupied Territories “Witnesses stated thattraditional crops of strawberries,underscored. up the construction of its network
has warned that “popularPalestinian children are denieccarnations, herbs and sweet The Committee also stressedf roads that link settlements and
discontent could result in anotherequests to be accompanied by a Israeli business interests in the
round of violence” inthe Occupied parent, denied access to a lawye occupied Palestinian territory.
Territories. (The Committee wasand put at serious risk of torture “One witness explained that
not allowed by Israel to visit the and ill-treatment at the hands o the expansion of the settlements
Occupied Territories.) Israeli security officials,” the combined with the unilateral
The Committee, established bySpecial Committee Chair said. establishment of closed military
the UN General Assemblyin 1968, On Israel’s blockade of Gaza, zones and so-called nature
comprises three UN member statedmbassador Kohona said: “Fo reserves jeopardise the
currently represented byover six years, the lives of contiguity of the West Bank.
Ambassador Palitha T.B. KohonaPalestinians in Gaza have bee Another witness described how
of Sri Lanka (Chairperson), profoundly disrupted by Israel's Israeli settlements and the
Ambassador Dato Hussein Haniffblockade.” continued construction of the
of Malaysiaand Ambassador Fode According to the UN news |2 Wall are isolating Palestinian
Seck of Senegal. release, under the Oslo Accord communities and forcing
“Israel’s continued detention of Israel agreed to a 20-nautical-mile displacement. In this regard, the
an estimated 5,000 Palestinianarea for Palestinian fishermen i Palestinian village of Al-Walaja
should be of deep concern to th&aza, but the Israeli governmen . was highlighted as a case
world,” said Ambassador Kohona,has militarily enforced a three- o ] requiring urgentintervention by
highlighting especially 20 nautical-mile limit. peppers, due to Israel’s near totalhat six years of blockade isthe international community.”
prisoners “who are on hunger The Committee was informedrestriction on exports andbifurcating Palestinian society. In the first five months of this
strikes to protest abuses such ahat Israel has extended access fanforcement of a buffer zone insidé'We heard of many Palestiniansinyear, the Committee heard, 42
arbitrary detention, poor prisonfishermen up to six nautical miles,of Gaza.” Gaza who haven't seen familyPalestinian structures were
conditions, denial of family visits, but was also informed that Israel According to the UN news members in the West Bank fordemolished and 149 displaced in
solitary confinement, lack of had again reduced it to threeelease, the Committee expressegears, owing to Israeli restrictionsEast Jerusalem. One witness
access to education and negligemtautical miles during the primeregret that testimony concerningon movement between Gaza andeminded the Committee that not
medical treatment”. fishing season. the buffer zone mirrored what theythe rest of Palestine,” Ambassadoall demolitions are reported as
“Witnesses informed the “Gaza’'s 4,000 fishermen usedhave been told during previousKohona said. “There is a sensesome families are forced to
Committee that Israeli prisonto catch fourtons of fish each yearyisits, namely, thatalack of claritythat dividing the Palestinian demolish theirownhomestoavoid
doctors have betrayed their Oath now they bring in only 1.5 tons,” regarding the Israeli-enforced nopopulation betweenthe Gaza Strijzuge fees from the Israeli
the fundamental premise of thethe Committee noted, adding thago area creates grave dangers fand the West Bank, including Easgovernment.
medical profession that their Jerusalem, is an objective driving Listening to reports of
patients’ health comes first,” he | .. . Israel’s blockade. This should bebusinesses, including multi-
further said in the news release. We heard of many Palestinians in Gaza who an urgent concern to the UNnational corporations, which profit
The Sri Lankan envoy pointec  haven’t seen family members in the West Bank  Security Council.” from the Israeli settlement enter-
out that several witnesses ha for years, owing to Israeli restrictions on move- _The _Commit_tee said it heardEJrise_, the Committee stress_gd:
raised the case of Maysara Ab disturbing testimony about the“Businesses have a responsibility
Hamdiyeh, who died earlier this ment between Gaza and the rest of treatment of Palestinians who seeko not be complicit in Israel's
year from cancer after beingc  Palestine...There is a sense that dividing the a permit to leave Gaza, includingpolicies and practices that openly
misgjiagnosed an_d mistreated Palestinian population between the Gaza Strip efforts by IsraeIi officials to vioﬂlatc_e P_alestinie_m rights.”
having had to wait for over four . . . pressure them into becoming ‘It is inconceivable that any
months before being sent t and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, is  iiormants and force women tobusiness could not be aware of the

By Kanaga Raja, Third
World Resurgence

hospital. an objective driving Israel’s blockade." undergo humiliating strip searchesillegal nature of Israel’s settlement
“Witnesses also discussed the “The Committee deplores suchactivities in the West Bank,
death of Arafat Jaradat, citing cleatoday 80 percent of PalestinianPalestinian farmers, since Israeltreatment and strongly urges thencluding East Jerusalem,”
evidence of torture while underfishermen live in poverty. soldiers fire live ammunition at Israeli government to treat allAmbassador Kohonasaid. “There
Israeliinterrogation,” Ambassador In turn, said the Committee persons between 300 and 1,00@alestinians with respect ands a need for scrupulous due
Kohona said. “The most alarmingmembers, Israel’s severe punishmetres from the fence. dignity,” Ambassador Kohona diligence and a clear awareness of
testimony concerned thement of Palestinian fishermen, “Farmers in Gaza can't till all said. the potential legal and reputational

systematically abusive detentionincluding by confiscating their of their land and much of what According to the UN news consequences for businesses
and interrogation by Israeli motors, reduces access to healtthey do produce can’'t berelease, witnesses from Gazassociated with the Israeli
authorities of Palestinian care and educational opportunitieexported,” Ambassador Kohonafurther informed the Committee settlement enterprise.”
children.” for their families. said. “The Committee was toldof the extremely limited The Committeealso highlighted
Witnesses reported that “Again this year, we received that five persons have been killeceducational opportunities open tahe ongoing research mentioned
approximately 200 children are inallegations of Palestinianand92injured nearthe buffer zoneheir children, owing to Israel's by witnesses concerning non-profit
restrictions on travelling outsidegroups in the United States and
of Gaza to study in PalestinianCanada, which collect donations

NE ws FOR PEO PL E, schools in the West Bank. and transfer funds to Israeli

On Israel’'s attacks during theorganisations supporting the

N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts , November  14-21, 2012 expansion of settlements.
I “Operation Pillar of Defence”, the  “Ifaccurate, such organisations
r

Committee, which was briefedare perpetuating the occupation
extensively on this operation, saidand likely aiding and abetting what

’ | whi . etiing
PeOPle g While we have a range ofis clearly a war crime,” the

v concerns regarding Israel’sCommittee members said.
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compliance with the basic “The Special Committee joins
principles of international many of the withesses in hoping
humanitarian law during Pillar of that current efforts to re-start
Defence, of particular worry weremeaningful negotiations are
reports of Israeli attacks thatsuccessful. We were repeatedly
| targeted journalists covering thetold that the only way to end
|| conflict.” Israeli violations of Palestinian
r “Such attacks, especially thoserights is to end the occupation.
| that resulted in the death ofWhile we are deeply hopeful that
| journalists, wantonly reject the such efforts advance quickly, we
right to freedom of expression,”also note that Palestine’s new
Address : the Committee underlined. status as anon-Member Observer
I
I
I
I
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The Committee also heardState opens the door to
extensive testimony on continuinginternational mechanisms that
settlement constructioninthe Westan take up many of the Israeli
Bank, including East Jerusalempolicies and practices that have
the widespread phenomenon obeen violating Palestinian rights
Israelisettler violence and Israel'sfor so long,” the Committee
discriminatory planning and stressede
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