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- commentary

Japanese farmers rally in Tokyo against the Trans Pacific
Partnership, which is being expanded to include Canada. On page 5 -

Culture, language, and
Indigenous realities:

The 22nd Annual First
People’s Festival - page 6

"In reaction to the racism at Oka, Innu cinematographer André Dudemaine helped
create the Montreal First People’s Festival in 1991. The event has kept growing ever
since. Today it acts as an important forum for the promotion and better understanding

of First Nations’ culture, as well as a place where Montreal’s public can learn more M O NTREAL
about the struggles and challenges of Indigenous Peoples all around the wdtld. : -
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"Fair Deal Now 8 Babbars then & now

After two years of frozen wages, The BabbaAkali movement was

provincial public sector workers in Ta|k|n9 Peace an early resistance struggle
British Columbia are fighting to After nearly half a century of against British colonialism in
win a better collective agreement conflict in Colombia, serious peace India - but their secular legacy
- and the public is on their side talks are about to begin between has been denied by modern-da
against the Clark Liberals. the government andARC. theocratic forces.
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NDP wins seat, Ontario Liberals denied majority

rm‘

OECTA, and a smaller union
representing French languags
In a “stunning upset”, the NDP teachers caved in and agreed t
won the September 6 by-electiorterms dictated by the province
in Kitchener Waterloo. Newly Catholic teachers in several citieg
elected MPP Catharine Fife wasdemanded ratification votesinthei
Chair ofthe Ontario Public SchoolLocals, and threatened to take the
Boards Association when the by-union to court.
election was called, and also the The Elementary teachers wer Dﬂﬂ’t -
well-known Chair ofthe Kitchener vociferous in rejecting the ic| fe, L™
Waterloo board. So the upsegovernment's“parameters”, while . Leqisiate Il
wasn't as stunning as punditsOSSTF President Ken Corarf )
suggest. suggested that his union was ]
The by-election was bought andprepared to accept the two-yea
paid for by Liberal Premier Dalton wage freeze, but not changes t
McGuinty (or so he thought), whothe grid or cuts to sick days.
offered Tory MPP Elizabeth Emboldened, the governmeng
Witmer (aformer Cabinet Minister fabricated the story that the union
in the Mike Harris government) awere planning strikes and lockoutg,
patronage appointment as head dgic) on the first day of school. The ] ] ) )
the WSIB. At $188,000 a year, itissue, the Liberals said, wasl9,000ralliedatQueen’s ParkagainstBill 115 (PV photo: Ed Bil)
was adeal Witmer couldn’trefuse.stopping the unions from
Witmer did not endorse the Torydisrupting the school year and theprivatization. was delivered by either Fife oryith another recession. The
candidate who hoped to captureoll-out of full-day kindergarten ~ Same  plan, different NDP leader Andrea Horvath, whoy jherals promise more legislation
the riding she had held since 1990across the province. government. Or maybe therewas active in the campaign alongo cover the whole public sector,
Government polling showed The Liberals preparedwasn’t much difference betweenwith others in her caucus. and the Tories will support them,
that the Liberals could win thelegislation to ban strikes, freezethe Liberals and Tories when it Both Fife and Horvath made ajystas the Liberals can be expected
seat, gaining the majority thatwages, change the grid, and reduceame to attacking quality public brief appearance at the K-Wigsypport Tory proposals for right-
voters denied McGuinty last fall. sick days. Bill 115 was to be education, driving downwages and-abour Day picnic, but neither to-work legislation affecting the
Butthe 2012 provincial “austerity imposed effective September 1Jiving standards, or nullifying trade Spoke. Itwas clear the NDP wantegntire working class. We have to
budget” proposed massive cuts talays before the new school yearunion rights. Buton the other hand}abour votes, but not the tag. Inpyild that people’s movement in
public services and jobs, the sale The Tories went further, if the Liberals are bad, the Toriesfact, the NDP was after Liberalthe street, to mobilize and exercise
of public assets, and a warningdemanding legislation to freezeare even worse. votes, trying to appear “neutral’that power that can stop the
that legislation would be draftedifall public sector wages, and to When pressed, the usuakowards labour. corporate sledgehammer. Another
public sector unions did notbring in US right-to-work commentfrom Catharine Fifewas Many unions sent workers toworld is possible, butwe’ll have to
voluntarily agree to wage andlegislation to break the back of thethatthe NDP opposed the Liberalssupport the Fife campaign fromfight for it.”
benefit cuts. trade union movement. manufactured crisis andasfarawayasWindsor, Toronto, ~“Though K-W leans towards the
In response, 15,000 teacher¢egislation. In nuanced terms, shd-ondon and elsewhere. Forright more often than not, major
War on the unions and education workers and theispoke about “a conversation abouthany, defeating the Liberals andcanvassing in working class
supporters demonstrated againsg wage freeze”, suggesting thaf ories was as important asgjstricts showed that voters were
Early on, the governmentBill 115 in late August. Their negotiations and discussions coul@lecting Fife. very interested in the CP platform.
declared war on the unionsspirited show of opposition secure the same outcome, without The platform focused on job
representing teachers andmpacted public opinionacross thdegislation. The Common Front creation, increasing wages and
educational workers. The moveprovince, and helped turn the tide The NDP was evasive on many incomes to provide a living wage
sidelined locally elected Schoolagainst the Liberals in Kitchener-issues, providing few specifics. It The Common Front, anotherfor all, and raising living standards
Boards - the employers whoWaterloo. was a reflection of the very softname for the “We Are Ontario as the key to recovery. It proposed
bargain with the unions Voters,andespeciallyteacherpolicies and agenda they nowCoalition”birthed by the OFL and massive investmentin job creation
representing School Boardand educational workers, hadadvocate in Ontario, and anits social and community alliesand expanded public services, to
employees. heard the Liberal line before. Johrindication of how farto the political last April, did not endorse anybe paid for by doubling the
Discussions between the unionsSnobelen, the first Tory Educationcentre the NDP has moved. candidates. But the coalition wascorporate income tax rate,
andthe province were characterizetlinister under Harris, had been One key message wasactive inthe campaign promotingrestoring the capital tax,
as “bargaining” by the Liberals, caughtontape extolling the virtuespreventing a Liberal majority, a health care, education and labouihtroducing wealth and inheritance
though the talks had no legal basisf “creating a useful crisis” in order point hammered home by Fife atissues, and warning against aaxes, reversing corporate tax cuts,
The Catholic teachers’ union,to introduce massive cuts andevery opportunity. Little policy Liberal majority orastrengthenedand collecting deferred corporate

PV Ontario Bureau progressive political program.

Communist campaign

Communist Party (Ontario)
leader Liz Rowley was the
Communist candidate in the by-
election, working with the Party

3 FS club, its friends and supporters, to

b =5 " . expose the Liberal and Tory

T austerity policies, preventa Liberal

majority, and campaign for the

party’s 10 point Prescription for a
People’s Recovery.

“A strong, united and inclusive
movement needs to be built that
can successfully strike down neo-
liberal policies and governments,
and put in governments with
policies that put people’s needs
ahead of corporate greed”, Rowley
said. “Things could get alotworse

Marking 90th anniversary of the working class press

Prodéteires de towes fes poys, wniues-veus!  Dirteskewak oir biesimaink

Hospital workers
fight sellout

See page 2

Warkers of aff lowdy, usite!

Pringid i Canatla by unicn Libowr
om recyched paper Sy .

Our series of front pages from the first 90 years of the communist press in Canada continues with
thisissue, dated Feb. 1-14, 2003. Thousands of copies were circulated across Canada during anti-
war protests held before the U.S.-led invasion of Irag. On Feb. 15, 2003, the biggest global
demonstration in history saw an estimated 25 million people hit the streets in hundreds of cities
on every continent. Tragically, this massive outpouring of anti-war sentiment was unable to block
the Bush-Blair warmongers, and hundreds of thousands of Iraqgis died during the ensuing
occupation. The huge protests in Canada did prevent the Chretien Liberals sending Canadian
troops into direct participation in the war (much to the disappointment of Stephen Harper, who
condemned the Liberals), but Canada did provide other forms of assistance to the US-UK military.

Tory opposition. taxes at every level of government.
The KW Common Front was  Major efforts were made to
borninthe campaign’s early days, &uppress the Communist message
local coalitionincluding the Labour of a real alternative to capitalist
Council, various unions, the anti-austerity. Media in K-W refused
poverty movement, housing ando allow the Communist Party to
other community advocates, theparticipate in sponsored debates
Kitchener club of the Communiston television and radio. Meeting
Party, and others. While many wereyrganizers like the Chamber of
members or supporters of the NDPCommerce also refused to allow
the NDP was not present in any otandidates other than the Liberals,
these gatherings. Tories, NDP and Green, and police
Organizers for the Commonwere present to eject Rowley and
Frontsay they are here for the longthers who spoke from the floor.

term, to build a movementto throwE|ections Ontario took the position
out neo-liberal governments and

secure a government tied to a see BY-ELECTION, page 3

PV Fund Drive winding up

This year’s People’s Voice Fund Drive is winding up, with several
important summer events bringing us close to our $50,000 target.
Thanks again to the Lower Fraser Club, which organized the highly
successful Walk-A-Thon in Surrey, members of the Edmonton Club for
their recent garage sale, and supporters in several cities who have sent
important contributions to take us over the 90 percent mark. We still
need to finish picking up some earlier pledges and collecting afew more
donations to go over the top, but the official campaign has to end
sometime! Donations are still gratefully accepted, and we will soon
publish a detailed final report.

In other news, with this issue we announce that Sam Hammond, our
dynamic business and circulation manager, has moved back home to
Hamilton from the west coast. The Editorial Board extends our deepest
thanks to comrade Sam for his incredible efforts for the working class
press during the past seven years, and we look forward to printing more
of his articles on the labour movement! Taking the helm as business
manager is Gabriel Au, who has been working closely with Sam on the
PVdatabase, internet presence, and other aspects of our operations. To
contact Gabriel, call 604-254-9836 or emalil It.gabriel@gmail.@om.
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B.C. public employees dema
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will not run in the May 2013 [FE"
provincial election. In fact, the |&
The sands of time appearto b&8.C.  Conservatives
running out for British Columbia’s challenging the Liberals for second#®
Liberal government, butthathasn’tplace. Barring the unexpected, nex
stopped Premier Christy Clarkspring could see an electora
from picking a fight with public tsunami sweep the Liberals ou
sector workers. Over 25,000into the Pacific.
members of three unions held a A survey conducted in late
one-day walkouton Sept. 5, closingAugust for the B.C. Federation of]
liquor stores and many government.abour showed that a majority of
offices in 153 communities. B.C. residents agreed with the
The one-day action did notstatement that public secto
include child protection workers, workers should at least get a cos
correctional officers and forestof living increase without having
firefighters. Hospital, ferry and to take cuts elsewhere in thei
school workers were also not orncollective agreement (38 per cen
strike. strongly agree, 36 per cen
But further action is expectedsomewhat agree).
asthe BC Governmentand Service Almost as many backed the
Employees Union (BCGEU), public sector workers job action if
Canadian Office and Professionathe government refuses to offer at

PV Vancouver Bureau

Nelson Vega of the BC Ferry and Marine Workers was one of
many trade unionists walking the picket line in solidarity with B.C.
provincial employees on Sept. 5. (Photo: K Cariou)

fair deal now”

contract with one-per-cent
increases in the last two years.
"Government workers cannot
subsidize the operation of the B.C.
government through continued
wage cuts. A looming shortage of
professionalsis forecastin the next
couple of years and real wage cuts
only exacerbate the problem.
Maintaining a strong professional
workforce after years of job cutsis
a priority for the PEA.
“Three-quarters of British
Columbians don’t want the men
and women - and 60 per cent of
the public service are women - on
the front lines of public service
falling further behind, according
to a recent Environics survey.
Seventy-four per cent said public
sector workers should at least get
a cost of living increase without

Employees Local 378 (Insuranceeasta cost of living wage increaseuts which mainly benefitted thepicket lines today in support of ahaving to take cuts elsewhere. A
Corporation of BC employees), (28 per cent strongly agreed, anavealthy and the corporations, andair and reasonable collectivemajority also supports our one-
and the Professional EmployeeS3 per cent somewhat agreed). to use the resulting revenues tagreement... day strike.
Association (representing over In another significant finding, raise public sector salaries and “We have nottakenthe decision “We do not want to increase
1,200 licensed professionals) presmost British Columbians supportimprove social programs. to strike lightly - striking is our your taxes. Instead, the BCGEU
for a new collective agreementan increase in corporate taxes In amedia commentary issuedonly recourse to a fair deal. B.C.made several proposals thatwould
after two years of frozen pay rates(79%) and a surtax on high-incomefor the Sept. 5 one-day walkout,has the leanest public service irgenerate additional revenue forthe
For months, the Liberals haveearners (80%). This overwhelmingthe leaders of the three union<anada on a per-capita basis. Igovernment.
been 20% or more behind Adriansentiment could help pressure asaid, “For the first time in more 2010, with the world economy in ~ “Of 197 public liquor stores,
Dix’s NDP inthe polls, and nearly incoming NDP government tothan 20 years, the entirethe doldrums, B.C. governmentl75 are closed on Sundays.
half of Clark’s caucus say theyreverse the Campbell Liberal taxgovernment of B.C. is behindworkers did their part and took Opening them seven days a week
two years with no wage increaseswould generate up to $100 million
o o ° Their lastincrease was three and annually...
Antl-poverty group I‘ankS Ontarlo partles halfyears ago, whichamountstoa “Assigning additional duties to
five-per-cent wage cut after youthe B.C. Sheriff Services would
A Kitchener-Waterloo area  Although the Alliance Against rights. We hasten to add that alfake inflation into account. COPESsave money and generate revenue.
anti-poverty group met with Poverty (AAP) belongs with pride five received us graciously and378 members have been withoutdanAlberta, sherlffs handle traffic
candidates in the Sept. 6 Ontarioand solidarity to our Region’s andpolitely, and in this respect theycontract for over two years, with duties alongside the RCMP. The
byelection in that riding, and Province’s Common Front, this honoured the democratic procesgvages stagnant since 2009. successful program was doubled
issued their report just prior to release is solely that of the AAP.Beyond that clear differences “BCGEU and PEA membersin size in the first year, and
voting day. The Alliance AgainstMembers of our movement metemerged. can'tkeep falling behind the higherspawned $111 m|II|qn in new
Poverty was sharply critical ofthewith the five candidates TORY (Tracey Weiler) and cost of living. BCGEU public- government revenue in 2009-10,
Tories and Liberals, and gave toprepresenting political parties andLIBERAL (Eric Davis) we assess Sector workers are asking for ghalf of which was returned to
marks to the Communist platform discussed with them issues aroundirtually as equals. In spite of wage increase of 3.5 per cent irgeneral revenue. Expanded sheriff
Here is the AAP statement: inequality, poverty and worker words tothe contrary the platformsYear 1 and a cost-of-living duties would also reduce health
and practices of the two partiesallowance in Year 2. The PEA iscare costs by improving road
reflectfinancial and corporate elitealso seeking inflation-basedsafety, alleviating delays in courts
interests and confrontationalincreases, which is reasonableand freeing up police to focus on
assault against people in povertyNon-unionworkers across Canadéhe Criminal Code.
and near-poverty as well ascanexpectaveragewageincreases “COPE Local 378 has
workers of all stripes. Both partiesof 3.2 per cent nextyear, accordinguggested savings ICBC will gain
are aggressively anti-union ando global consulting firm Mercer. by implementing new technologies
against fair collective bargaining, “By contrast, Victoria's final and work processes should be
but in this campaign the Liberalsoffer to the PEA and BCGEU returned to its workers as
have proventhemselves especia||9mounted to 3.5 per cent over twam pro_vements to wages and
vicious. Hence a vote for eitheryears, amounting to a further wagdenefits.
candidate is a vote for the 1% v<ut after inflation. ICBC offered  “The time for a fair deal for
the 99%. We give a tiny edge toCOPE 378 less - a four-yearpublic sector workers is now $

MEMWESY
-

Wrazien

Eric Davis because he showed up
for the debate on poverty. Ms.
Weiler followed the habitual no-
show of Tories on justice-oriented
debates. GRADE GIVEN: D- for
Ms. Weiler & D for Mr. Davis.

GREEN PARTY (Stacey
Danckert) gets points for integrity
and honesty, but because of her
party’s weakness on labour rights
and how to end inequality, her
grade is C+.

This leaves the NEW
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (Cath-
erine Fife) and COMMUNIST
ARTY OF CANADA

An estimated 27,000 Zellers employees are losing their jobs as
220 stores across Canada are taken over by the U.S.-based
Target retailer. The deal cost Target $1.8 billion, but employees
have been offered only the legally mandated severance pay
which employers are required to give. Target posted earnings of
$704 million (U.S.) for the three month period which ended July
30. Seen here, OFL president Sid Ryan speaks to arally held by
the United Food and Commercial Workers on Aug. 22 in front of
Target’s Canadian headquarters in Mississauga. (Photo: Ed Bil)

Ontario by-election...

President Fred Hahn, who was a )
the Legislature along with the ONTA_RIO) (Elizabeth ROV.V'GY)-
O‘!’here is absolutely no question that

both Ms. Rowley and her party
hsupport fully all that both the AAP
and COMMON FRONT support,
hence her grade of A. Although
Catherine Fife and the NDP have, at
best, an extremely weak anti-poverty
agendaand have shown ambivalence
toward labour, and although they
| Support a “softer” austerity agenda,
dhey do realize that the rich need to
pay more taxes. Hence we give Ms.
&ife and her party a B.
(Note: the NDP's Catherine Fife

continued from page 2

that election debates are privatéresidents and members of ETF
meetings, and that organizers ar®SSTF, and CUPE, toleople’s
free to invite and exclude Voicethatthe unionswouldlaunc
whomever they wish. a legal challenge to Bill 115, and

In a major new development,were also planning political action
Elections Ontario declaredto resist the Liberal attack.
campuses private property and “All the unions are united in
therefore  off-limits  for this”, he said, adding “you’ll hear
campaigning. This applied tomore about this very soon”.
buildings and land owned by the Mass independent politica
universities and colleges, makingaction is on the agendathis fallan
it virtually impossible to reach winter, to stop the right-wing
thousands of student electors. assault and to press the NDP t

AsPeople’s Voicavas goingto sgueeze some concessions out of S
press, the misnamed “Puttingthis minority government. A WOn, finishing 3700 votes ahead
Students First” legislation, wasgeneral election is expected® the Conservatives, with the
passed into law. CUPE Ontariosometime next sprine. Liberals a distant third.)e

Fracking causes B.C.
guakes, says new report

Hydraulic fracking is causing many low-level earthquakes in
British Columbia’s Horn River Basin, a region rich in shale gas.
According to a new report released by the B.C. Oil and Gas
Commission, the quakes caused no damage or injuries, and only
one was felt on the surface. But the quakes add to arguments
against the controversial method of drilling for natural gas.

In the fracking process, water, sand, chemicals and gases are
injected underground to crack up stable rock formations and push
natural gas to the surface. While the practice has been very
profitable for the energy sector, it was linked to two minor
earthquakes in Britain last year, and is blamed for widespread
contamination of drinking water sources across the United States.

The Oil and Gas Commission report on the shale gas deposits
in northeastern B.C. says quakes recorded by Natural Resources
Canada ranged from 2.2 to 3.8 on the Richter scale, below the 4
mark and thus deemed minor.

“The investigation has concluded that the events observed
within remote and isolated areas of the Horn River Basin between
2009 and 2011 were caused by fluid injection during hydraulic
fracturing in proximity to pre-existing faults,” the commission
said. The probe began after several “low level seismic events”
were recorded near the development areas.

More than 8,000 high-volume hydraulic fracturing completions
have been performed in northeast British Columbia, says the
report, which notes that no such quake activity was recorded in the
region before 2009e




4 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE e SEPTEMBER 16-30, 2012

EDIT ORIALS

Assimilation: a racist T ory policy

The federal funding cuts to Aboriginal organizations show
the Harper Tories are moving quickly to silence and assim
Indigenous peoples. For example, the Assembly of Manitoba C
faces an 80% cut to its core funding, from $2.6 million to $500
ayear. Over half of the AMC'’s staff may be cut, affecting lobby
efforts on behalf of missing and murdered women and for ¢
drinking water. AMC Grand Chief Derek Nepinak rightly calls t
“adirect attack on the political voice of First Nations communitig

The Harper government also intends to turn reserve landg
“fee simple” individual holdings. The First Nation Prope
Ownership Act (FNPOA) would turn the collective ownership
reserve lands into small pieces of land owned by individuals,
could then sell it to non-First Nations peoples, land-hold
companies and corporations.

This idea goes back to the Dawes Act in the United States,
reserve lands given to individuals became subject to state laws
purpose was to assimilate Indigenous peoples by breaking up
governments. In the Canadian context, the FNPOA will open up “Ir]
lands” for oil, gas and mineral extraction by transnational capital.

This racist concept is being pushed by people like far-right 1
academic Tom Flanagan, and Manny Jules, a former chief g
Kamloops Indian Band who is now the federally-appointed hed
the so-called “First Nation Tax Commission” (at a salary of $200
per year, untouched by the funding cuts).

As First Nations activist Pam Palmater says, “Canada nee
stoptrying to assimilate us, and focus on fulfilling its legal and tr
obligations instead of trying to find ways around them.” The lal]
movement and all progressive forces must give full support tg
struggle against the racist Tory policy of assimilation.

“Security Certificate” myths
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e Stop the deportation of Kimberley Riveral

000 Time may be running out for hood, and two of her children wereabout their beliefs are more likely
s gt another U.S. war resister whdoorn here. They wantto continue tdo get prison time.
ces deportation from Canadalive in Canada, so their children “We have spoken with the
pat . “ . e
n September 20, Kimberleycan “grow up in a peaceful countrycommand at Fort Carson,” said
ours. ; ¢ ’
Rivera, her husband Mario andthat values tolerance, respect, anManning, “and they have
thisg . . - . . .
eir four young children, are community. explainedto the Riverafamily that
scheduled to be sent to the U.S., But at this point, Rivera’s fate they have every intention of
where she faces a possible two tbes with Immigration Minister detaining and then prosecuting
five years in a military prison for Jason Kenney, so she is appealin(Rivera) upon her return.”
opposing the war in Irag. to Canadians to urge the federal The War Resisters Support

ory
f the

The case of “security certificate” detainee Mohammad Mabhj
proves the need to defend civil rights for all in Canada, regar
of our origins or beliefs. For 12 years, Mr. Mahjoub has
struggling to clear his name against shadowy accusations
Canadian Security and Intelligence Service. Most of thattime h
beenincarcerated, and his family has faced intense state hara
Finally on September 6, defence lawyers were able to co
former federal minister Stockwell Day to explain in court wh
signed a security certificate against Mohammad Mahjoub, a
shed much-needed light on this controversial case.

On the witness stand, Day praised himself for taking ca
review all the evidence in such cases. But he could not explai
“evidence” likely obtained through torture in other countries sh
be sufficient to condemn the accused.

Instead, Day accepted the word of CSIS that Mr. Mahjoub
a “leading member” of the “Vanguards of Conquest” in Egypt p
to coming to Canada. Yet the only four judgements of Egy,
courts relating to this group do not name Mr. Mahjoub; CSIS
notaware of these judgments before Mr. Mahjoub’s lawyers br
them to the attention of the Department of Justice. It also see
title “Vanguards of Conquest” was manufactured by the Mub
regime as a political tool to torture and jail opponents.

The rest of the “evidence” is just as flimsy. But this did not
Stockwell Day from implying that Mr. Mahjoub may (or may n
have been “linked” to people who may (or may not) have plar
to commit serious crimes, and therefore should remain in pris

"Security certificates” are a dangerous attack on the righ
accused persons to an open and fair trial. This abuse of state
must be ended, but it will take much greater public pressure to
the Harper Tories to stop this shocking violation of human rig

bub Riverajoined the U.S. Army atgovernment to stop the Campaignsaysthattwo otherlraq
leshe age of 24, believing that thedeportation. war resisters who were deported,
enwvar would bring democracy to “My biggest fear is being Robin Long and Clifford Cornell,
theg. As she writes, “Once | wasseparated from my children andfaced year-longjail sentences upon
hagationed in Iraq, | realized | hadhaving to sit in a prison for their return. Despite this, the
mbaeén lied to. | saw the true face opolitically being againstthe warinfederal government does not
p&lar: countless civilian casualties,lrag,” Rivera told a news believethe U.S. subjects dissenting
heand Iraqgi children left devastatedconference on Sept. 7, where shsoldiers to persecution.
d oy loss and filled with fear. We was supported by the War Resisters Riveramay ask the government
were not bringing freedomto Iraq; Support Campaign, Amnestyto delay deportation while her
tove were bringing needless painnternational, the Canadian Labouhumanitarian grounds application
whghd suffering and death. How couldCongress, and other groups. is being weighed. Thatapplication
uld look my children in the eye and Lawyer Alyssa Manning said raises concerns such as the best
tell them to be good people, wherRivera may appeal a ruling on heiinterests of her young children.
abwas contributing to causing harmpre-removal risk assessment, For more information and to
iorand death to innocent people owhich has ordered that she leavsign a petition, visit resisters.ca,
iamhe other side of the world? As thisCanada by Sept. 20. According tche website of the War Resisters.
abecame clearto me, my conscienchlanning, officials making the But given the imminent
ghtould no longer let me participateassessment failed to consider thateportation, we urge readers to
s trethe war in Iraq.” Rivera has been outspoken aboythone Minister of Citizenship and
rak Five years ago, Rivera and heher opposition to the Irag war.Immigration Jason Kenney
family came to Canada. She hadVhile many who flee the U.S. (613.954.1064, 9-5 EST), to let
opbeen acommunity peace activistimmilitary are not jailed, Manning himknow thatyou wantKimberley
t) Toronto’s Parkdale neighbour says those who are outspokemRivera to stay in Canade.
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property and the Administration isthey do not want the Kampus Kops
under no legal obligation to allow keeping candidates away.
candidates on campus. Eventhough
Ontario is under the same Elections
Act that governs federal elections,
Ontario’s interpretation of the Act O ———

is much more narrow. Elections
Canada allows canvassing in mall R e n eW
today!

and on campuses, but Election
Check your label

“Kampus Kops”
collar candidate

Eleanor Grant, Waterloo, ON

This letter was originally sent
to thelmprint, the student
paper at the University of
Waterloo, concerning an
oident g e TESentLY- Griarofeaves tup o he properl
owner to give or withhold |
UW students might be permission to canvass.
interested to know thata candidate This should be of concern to
in last week’s by-election wasstudents! It's a basic democrati{
stopped by campus security fronright to be allowed to hear from
giving out her campaign leaflets atcandidates during an election. Thd
the Student Life Centre. University should notactas a gate]
Candidate Elizabeth Rowley of keeper, deciding which candidate:l
the Communist Party wasstudents may hear. I
leafleting at the entrance to the It also concerns me that
SLC on Sept. 4, when campusElections Ontario does not
security ordered her to stop. Sheonsider itself bound by the samd
refused, insisting she had arighttgrinciples as Elections Canadal]
meet with electors and give outeven though they are under th(l
information. Security blocked her same Act. There’s something herti
for an hour while they checkedthat needs looking into.
with Elections Ontario. | hope UW students will let I single copy -
EO’s policy, it was discovered, their Administration know loud renew today!

Please check the
address label on the
front page to see if
it's time to renew.
Subscribers who find
"2012/09/02" on their
label, for example,
will have their
subscriptions expire
with this issue,
Sept. 16-30, 2012

n

Don’t miss a

permission provided the source is credited.
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isthat a university campusis privateand clear that in future electionS\ o mm = == == ==
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Trans-Pacific trade p act would kill jobs

Almost unreported in the over 350,000 women working in
Canadian corporate media, the maquiladoras, factories along
the Harper government is the US-Mexico border, who are of
moving quickly to join the reproductive age.
Trans Pacific Partnership * Weakened food safety
This analysis of the TPP is by inspections. Mexican-grown
Bill Knight, from the U.S. strawberries, head lettuce, ang
People's World. carrots sold in lllinois groceries
have violation rates of 18.4, 15.6
You don’t have to blame and12.3 percent, respectively, fo
mainstream media or be outrightllegal pesticide residues.
paranoid to think there must be & Ozone depletion has increase(
news blackout about the newessteadily since NAFTA opened US
scheme by corporations trying toborders to Mexican trucks that
grease another way to move jobslon’'t meet US safety standards.
overseas and move money arountl Fewer than one percent of thg
the world. 3.3 million trucks entering the US
Leaked documents show theeach year are inspected and 5
free trade proposal would ensurgercent of those inspected arg
strongrights for investors butweakrejected for major safety
protections for labour, the violations. The Teamsters waged
environment, and nationala long campaign to keep thosg
sovereignty. dangerous Mexican trucks off U
The lack of coverage of theroads.

VITTHAR

BINGAINCOD

IAFAN

L]

SALEY LS

BITATEA LI

HEW ZTALAKIN

K ¢ ~ For more information on the TPP, visit www.eff.org/deeplinks/
Trans Pacific Partnershl_p_ (TPP)*The emergence of rural slums in2012/08/whats-wrong-tpp, where this graphic provides details
or “the NAFTA of the Pacific,”as an “American Calcutta” that and options to take action.

activists call it, is more because oftretches for kilometres along the
the secrecy in which it has beingUS-Mexico border, housing regulation of foreign corporations NAFTA range from 700,000 to
written. Of course, that is not anfamilies whose members toil inoperating within US boundaries, nine million. TPP, like other trade Representative (Ron Kirk) will

excuse, but an explanation. magquiladoras.

The possible results of another Text of some of the TPP firms. modelled on NAFTA.

Trade Campaign.

“A proposal that could have
such broad effects on
environmental, consumer safety
and other public interest
regulations deserves public
scrutiny and thorough public
debate. It shouldn't be crafted
behind closed doors.”

If corporate investors or
financial interests feel that laws or
other regulations interfere with
profitability, they may sue the
government responsible for the
regulation, but the case is decided
by a trade tribunal instead of a
court accountable to citizens.

President Obama unfortunately
is acting more like the corporate-
cozy Clinton than a progressive.
In 2008, candidate Obama often
criticised NAFTA and similar
deals, but his administration has
made trade deals with Colombia
and South Korea, over strong
objections by many unions and
allied groups.

“Our hope is the US Trade

giving them more rights than USpacts in intervening years, isanswer the growing calls for

transparency in the TPP,” said

“free trade agreement” - asproposalrecentlyleaked, released Italsowould extend incentives Such trade deals also haveétamoulis. “If not, the time has
opposed to a “fair” trade dealby the Citizens Trade Campaignfor US firms to move investmentstroubling language that limits come for members of Congress to
accommodating labour rights,It shows the free trade proposahlnd jobs to lower-wage countries,democratically elected intervene.” Some 132 lawmakers
environmental protections andwould ensure strong rights forand set up an alternative legalgovernments’ power to act in thehave already written to Kirk
national sovereigntyy, - could rangenvestors but weak protections forsystem giving foreign corporationspublic interest, if that interest candemanding full release of the TPP
from more closed factories likelabour, the environment, andnewrightstocircumventUScourtsbe interpreted as impedingdrafts and explanation of his
Maytag in Galesburg, lllinois, to national sovereignty. and laws, including letting them competition and profits. negotiating priorities. “Americans
more despoiled lands and lives. The TPP is being drafted tosue the US government before Mostimportantly, in Article 12 - deserve the rightto know what US
That's just like NAFTA, the include the US and Australia,foreign tribunals and demandTPP’s chapter on Investments - theegotiators are proposing in our
controversial US-Canada-MexicoBrunei, Chile, Malaysia, New compensation for lost revenue dueexts shownegotiators are consideringames,” Stamoulis says.
“free trade deal” which took effect Zealand, Peru, Singapore, ando US laws they claim underminea dispute resolution process that Adds Dr. Brian Moench, a
in 1994, Vietnam. In July, the 13th round oftheir TPP privileges or evenwould grant transnational corp physician and member of the

Since President George W.TPP talks were at the Hilton Saninvestment“expectations.” orations special authority to challengéJnion of Concerned Scientists:
Bush signed it and DemocraticDiego Bayfront Hotel, where  “While the public has no accesscountries’ ownlaws, regulations,and This sellout to foreign
President Bill Clinton jammed it suggestionsofalsoincluding Canadap the full text, 600 representativescourt decisions in internationalcorporations is not just a rogue
through Congress over labour'sJapan, and Mexico were madefrom lobby groups like the tribunals that circumvent domesticbrain cramp of President Obama.
strong opposition, NAFTA sparking demonstrationsthere. ~ American Petroleum Institute andjudicial systems. Mitt Romney demanded this
produced these effects in Mexico The next TPP negotiatingroundcorporations like Johnson & “We are just beginning to agreementbe signed months ago,
alone, along with the “giantis scheduled for Leesburg,Johnson do, and negotiators seeknalyse the new texts now, buaind called Obama’s “the most
sucking sound” of lost US jobs: Virginia, on Sept. 6-15. Of the 28those representatives’ advice,’they clearly contain proposalshostile administration to business
* Significantly lower birthweights. chapters of the leaked TPP draftwrites Labour Notes reporterdesigned to give transnationain recent history.’ If the TPP
The impacton reproductive health26 have nothing to do with trade.Cynthia Phinney, an Electrical corporations special rights that gdrade agreement is "hostile’ to
is significant because there are As drafted, TPP would limit Worker (IBEW) and the labour far beyond those possessed bjusiness, God help us if we have
representative on Maine’s Citizendomestic businesses and Americaan administration, presumably
Trade Policy Commission from citizens,” said Arthur Stamoulis, Romney’s, “friendly’ to
2003-2010. executive director of Citizensbusiness.”®

There have been few protestsi
the US, probably due to the secrec
around planning of the TPP. Ong
was in July outside the Cargill
headquarters in the Twin Citieg
suburbs, organised by Minnesota’s
chapter of the Citizens Trade
Campaign. Cargill, the big

The Growing Economic Gap:
record bank profits

mpd - Canada’s five biggest banks have posted a staggering $7.8
agribusiness giant, was one of the pjjion of profits in the third quarter of this year. That's an

corporations whose reps werg
inside the negotiations room in
San Diego, while labour and
citizens were kept out.

Because NAFTA-like trade
pacts make it easier to offshore
jobs to low-wage countries, they
have profoundly hurt American
workers. Elsewhere, “provisions
promoting competition in
agriculture have driven many
subsistence farmers off their lanc
and into cities to seek work,
creating a downward wage spira
for workers in other countries as
well,” Phinney wrote.

Both consequences contributs
to the “giant sucking sound,” as
1992 independent presidentia
candidate Ross Perot put it, in
describing one negative effect of

increase of 45 percent in netincome over the same three month
period of 2011.

The biggest winner was the Royal Bank, which reported all-
time record profits amounting to $2.24 billion, up from $1.29
billion during the third quarter of 2011.

Scotiabank was numbertwo, with $2.05 billion in profits for the
third quarter. That includes an after-tax gain of $614 million from
the sale of its Bay Street headquarters, Scotia Plaza. Scotiabank
announced in late August thatitwill buy ING Bank of Canada from
its Dutch parent company in a $3.13-billion deal.

Other third quarter profits included $1.7 billion for TD Bank,
$841 million for CIBC, and $970 million for the Bank of
Montreal.

All five banks delivered a surprise boost to their dividends
paid to shareholders, after previous predictions that lending
would fall during the period.

Financial analysts say that Canadian consumers have
maintained their borrowing levels, which probably reflects the
inability of many jobless or low-income working people to
survive on their present incomes.

! At least two recent studies found that consumer debt has not
NAFTA, which he opposed.| gropped, despite warnings from Bank of Canada governor
Coined during that year's| mpark Carney that interest rates will eventually rise, leaving
campaign, Perot's phrase referretl many households unable to meet their loan and mortgage
to the sound of US jobs heading payments. Reports from TransUnion and Equifax Canada show
overseasif NAFTAtook effect, as| that consumer indebtedness, excluding mortgage debt, is now

it did i_n 1994. . 3.1 per cent higher than last year, hitting new record highs. @
Estimates of US jobs lost to
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CAW delegates back New Union Project

By Stuart Ryan

change, you need mobilization.” capitalist economic crisis of 2008:
The 1000 delegates to the August The idea began in 2011 with* erosion of union density
Constitutional Convention of the discussions at CLC Executive* failure of union organizing

“What did they teach us - if you wantstark challenges following the (not all) labour centrals”

Coles said, but the New Union
*aging of union activists, and inability proposal “can give labour a stronger
to organize young workers in anti-voice to challenge the dominant
union climate. agenda.”

Canadian Auto Workers voted meetings by Lewenza and CEP* concerted government attacks on The paper suggested that unless The proposed new unionwill spend

unanimously to endorse the NewPresidentDave Coles. Ajoint Proposalinions

Canadian unions reenergize, theyver $50 million over the next five

Union Project to form a new Union Committee was formed with eight* global corporations extracting could end up in the position of theyears on organizing. A national
with the Communications, Energy andrepresentatives from each union, witrconcessions in benefits and pensions.S. labour movement. It saw andivision will be established, and
Paper Workers. Some 41 delegatethe goal of having a proposal ready fothrough lengthy strikes and lockouts,opportunity to tap into the discontentmembership will be open for

spoke enthusiastically, embracing théhe CAW Convention. with the blessing of governments

and resistance about growingindividual workers in a non-union

callforthe labour movementtorethink Last January the committee*politicians advocating right-to-work inequality, as shown by the Occupyworkplace; unemployed workers’who

and reorganize itself to fight the published “A Moment of Truth for legislation

Movement: “If unions can position had been involved in an unsuccessful

unprecedented attacks by the majo€anadian Unions,” which outlined the* “paralysis and dysfunction of somethemselves as a legitimate voice olnionization drive; precarious workers

corporations and right-wing
governments across Canada an
around the world.

CAW President Ken Lewenzaf & «
called the proposal “incredibly |- & = §
visionary, incredibly ambitious, and
incredibly needed.”

Co-Chair Gaetan Menard from
CEP said the debate is not a discussid

this discontent, and channelinvolved in contract work or
Canadians’ anger and worry inworkplaces with high turnover;
progressive and effective directions students and youth.

we could emerge from the current The structure and governance is
crisis stronger and more confident -designed to be open, democratic and
just as unions emerged stronger fronaccountable to the combined
the 1930s, thanks to innovation inmembership of more than 300,000
organizing and bargaining strategiesyorkers, of which 86,000 are women.
and a willingness to directly confront The number of women on the National

the political and economic failures of Executive Board will be equal to their
that daunting time.” proportion of the total membership.
In August, the Proposal CommitteeThere will also be one representative
issued areport called “Towards a Newof racialized and aboriginal workers.
Union”. Dave Coles told the CAW  The NEB will have three National
delegatesthatthe mounting job losse®fficers: President; Secretary-
poverty and economic insecurity wereTreasurer and Quebec Director; three
L “not a product of a broken system ofRegional Directors, 5 regional
— | global capitalism; it is capitalism.” chairpersons; a representative from
-" -~ | The Canadian labour movement
; | respondedtothe Harper Conservatives
“like a deer caught in the headlights,”

of merging two organizations, but of
whatis needed in the labour moveme
to be more effective and relevant. Thg
Reportis “not the final solution to the
corporate and government attacks o
workers, but is the best response fo
ustorespondtothese attacks,” Menarg
said. “If you agree with us, come join
us.”

Menard expressed his solidarit
with the students in Quebec and th
Occupy Movementin 2011, who gave®

hope that a better world is possibleKen Lewenza (left)and Dave Coles (PV photo: Ed Bil)

see CAW-CEP, page 11
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Focus on culture and language
at First Peoples Festival

MONTREAL FIRST PEOPLES FESTIVAL
- Du 31 jUi“Et&uE ﬂ'ﬂ'l:lt;!ﬂl,?

By Adrien Welsh genocide and assimilation and ta&Chomsky were shown as well afrom a Native point of view. The “Boréades de la danse”, a dance
defend their traditional territories. the first movie (an animation) in audience comestounderstand howerformance by  troups
Can the Canadian state really Inreactiontothe racismat Okathe Mohawk language everthistrade, perceived as contrabandgpresenting nations from all over
callitselfa positive example wheninnu cinematographer Andréproduced. The animation explainds actually an economic backbonghe Americas. This year, it was
it comes to the national questiorDudemaine helped create then afunny tone why, in Iroquoian of life on impoverished reserves.followed by the Nuestro América
and self-determination? Montreal First People’s Festival intradition, beans, corn and squash In Granito: How to Nail a Friendship Parade, which for the
Just talking about the situation1991. The event has kept growingare called the “three sisters”, andDictator, Pamela Yates (winner first time saw participation of
of the First People, there’s a lot toever since. Today it acts as amwhy they grow together. Viewers of the Festival's Rigoberta Menchudelegations representing Bulgaria
say. For example, the Harpeiimportantforum for the promotion also had a chance to hearthe Pirateward) performs a flash-back onand the Philippines. The parade
Conservative government waitedand better understanding of Firstanguage, spoken by the Hyponynthe Guatemalan civil war andended at Place des festivals, where
until 2010 to sign the DeclarationNations’ culture, as well as a placendigenous people from Brazil. especially on her well knownthey were welcomed by the
on the Rights of Indigenouswhere Montreal’s public canlearn Another documentary told the documentaryVhen the Mountains Mohawk drum troop Keepers of
Peoples - almost three years aftemore about the struggles andstory of the outstanding work Tremble According to a Spanish the Eastern Door before a talk in
it was adopted by the UN Generathallenges of Indigenous Peoplesichieved by Jessie Little Doe Bairdawyer trying to accuse formerFrench, Spanish, English and
Assembly. And First People’s all around the world. since 1993. Baird helped reviveGeneral Efrain Rios Montt for this Bulgarian about the UN’s Charter
communities are still subjecttoan This year, the First People’'sthe Algonquian Wampanoaggenocide of 20,000 Mayan peoplefor Indigenous Rights.
obsolete law, the Indian Act, whichFestival celebrated its 22nd editiolanguage among her community, & ates’ footage may contain
was used as a model by the Soutftom July 31 to August 8. More language that was almost deadnformation thatcould help chargeN gtional awakening
African Afrikaner’'srulingclassto than 50 films were screenedBoth Dan Everettand Jessie Littlethose responsible.
inspire the apartheid regime!  (including documentaries, shortDoe Baird attended, discussing
These facts are generally nofootage and long footage, motiortheir work openly with festival \|ore than jUS'[ films Festival can be allittle too folkloric,
mentioned, even in Canadiampictures as well as animationgoers. it is one of the very few large
school history textbooks - which, movies) for the modest sum of $2 The importance oflanguage for ~While cinematography used toevents in Québec, and Canada,
of course, does not help resolveper screening! First People is not accidental.be the Festival's principal aim, prioritizing a truly broad
the tense situation that Aboriginal Language is one of the maintoday it has a multi-disciplinary perspective on First People’s
People experience. Here inl he struggle for characteristics describing a nationapproach, including literature culture and struggles all around
Québec, these tensions reached%_nguage Language evolves along with the(readings by Native poets orthe world. It challenges festival
climax in 1990 with the “Oka awakening  of  national writers), as well as music, dancegoers to try to understanding the
The importance of language-consciousness, and againsand craft work. Probably one ofproblematics First People’s face

While the First People’s

Crisis,” during which alot of racist
prejudices were expressed againgk|ated films has to be underlinednational and linguistic oppression.the most notable achievement®n a daily basis. The Festival is a
Kanesatake Mohawks becaus@s one of the major themes. TwdAfter all, the case of Wampanoagmade by the Festival team is theplace to build bridges between
they stood up against policies ofdocumentaries featuring Noamis notisolated. The same is true fobutdoor site at Montreal’s Placedifferent cultures, and to
Huron-Wendat or Abenakis, des festivals. counteract the many prejudices
languages which tragically count For a weekend the space ighat First Nations people combat.
less than ten fluent speakers rightovered by native craftspeople, The fact that there is more than
now. tipis, and much more. Despiteenough material to organize such
Reintegrating languages in allbeing in downtown Montreal, an event - which keeps growing
spheres of society, includingfestival goers could enjoy the smellsince its first edition - is atestimony
cinemaorjusteveryday life, showsof pine trees and goose cooked onf the important national
us how determined Aboriginal an open fire, and talk with all theawakening among Aboriginal
peoples are to rectify the nationakttending craftspeople givingPeople. This is something that
and linguistic oppression they havevorkshops about their work, progressive people should fully
suffered. usually strongly linked to their support. After all, the rights of
culture. Every day different First Peoples inseparably goes
Untold stories outstanding performances werdogether with respecting and
held in the area, including Florentdefending their culture and
Many of the documentariesVollant, an Innu from Northern language, milestones onwhich any
screened this year were highlyQuébec and an electro music showation is built.
social or political in concern. In by the group A Tribe Called Red, (Adrien Welsh is a student and
Smoke Tradersy Jeff Dorn, the a collaboration with Berber activist in Montreal and has
guestion ofthe cigarette “business’musicians from Morocco. worked at the First People’s
in Mohawk territoriesis presented  One highlight is the traditional Festival for several years.)

The outdoor side at Montreal’s Place des festivals.
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Venezuela today - great achievement s, grave threat s

TheGuardian: Could you tell us must have the political control of ~ Of course, it's very important  [Henrique] Capriles comesnational independence and
about developments within the the Bolivarian Revolution. in this anti-imperialist work we directly fromthe high bourgeoisie sovereignty, for more and more
Bolivarian Revolution and its In these Socialist Worker are carrying out now that there isof Venezuela. They present him agntegration of Latin America.
achievements? Is there still a Councilsthe conceptis forworkersan anti-capitalistand pro-socialistayoung man, as anew man, butwe The proof of the dangers posed
situation of dual authority in the to control the planning or take partorientation and concept. Themust point out that in his youth heto Latin America can be seen in
country - the old ministries in the planning of production, the Communist Party views its work was a member of the internationatvhat happened in Honduras and
existing alongside  new administration ofthe companywithwith great responsibility. It fascist movemenfTradicion, Paraguay. Against great illusions
structures? total transparency. For exampleconcentrates its efforts on theFamiliay PropriedadTradition, in Latin America that President
Carolus Wimmer: Despite the we hear often from the bosses, theorkers, to organise themin classFamily and Property]. He was thenObama would represent change
attempts by imperialism, owners of the company, that thereriented trade unions to providea member of the Christianwe now know that he is carrying

especially us them with a Democratic Party, a conservativeon with the same imperialist
imperialism... we Carolus Wimmer is a Communist Party of political and party.Inthe 1990s he was presidentolicies that the US used to carry
have managed tc Venezuela deputy in the Latin American ideological ofthe Venezuelan parliament. Inon in our countries. They don’t
continue this ) , education. We do that role he has guilt for all theaccept the results of democratic
Bolivarian P.ar“amer_]t' and the ,CPV s secretary for this to show that privatisations carried out in thoseelections if they are against the
Revolution. We can international relations. He recently we favour the days anditis an indication that hdnterests of the US.

say that now a lotof com pleted a tour of Australia, where he working class and is not new. They intervene militarily or with

things are more \yas interviewed by the Guardian, weekly to maintain our He is older than Chavez. Hemilitary support as in Honduras.
mature, for example fthe C ist Partv of Australi independence to was in power before Chavez, andrhey interfered directly through
the necessity for ¢ paper ot the Lommunis ary? us rafia. criticise and to represented the interests of th¢he US embassy in Paraguay
Marxist-Leninist Here are excerpts from the interview. propose solutions bourgeoisie and imperialism. Itagainstelected President Lugo and
Party is now clear. when we think appears to our Party that thoseve have to be very cautious that
There was a great discussioniimust be a reduction in thedecisions have been made by théorces will not accept defeat. Forwhat has happened in some
2007 about whether there shoulgersonnel, the number of workerggovernment that don't favour theexample, President Chavez signedountries in Europe they now do
be a single party of the Revolution.because the company is introubleworking class or the people inan official commitment in the in Latin America. There you see
The Communist Party conductedWe say in Venezuela that in thatgeneral.
a special discussion and we arease the workers have the rightto We have an extremely good
opento discussing this question irsee the books to see if that it is theelationship with President
the future. Atthis momentwe havereality or a lie on the part of theChavez. It's well known that ours
decided - and we think our decisiorcapitalist owners. On the otherwas the first party to select him as
is correct - to maintain a Marxist- hand, if there are troubles in thecandidate for the election to take
Leninist, Communist Party which company we know that the faultplace on October 7. The decisio
carries out its work among theusually lies with the managementwas made at our last Part
working class, which builds class-and not the workers. In thisCongress. We see with Preside
oriented trade unions, whichsituation the workers have to findChavez our strategic allies and w
organises the workers for thesolutions with the owners thatmaintain fraternal relations with
revolutionary process. exclude the loss of workers’ jobs.the Socialist Party [PSUV]. At the
AsaPartywe cannotunderstand These are examples of some ofnoment you can say that we ar
the idea of building a revolution the benefits of the Bolivarianthe two parties moving forward
without the leadership of theRevolutiontothis point. Of course,with the work of the election
working class. This is one of theit’'s a transition in the capitalist campaign, in the leadership of th¢
discussions we are having instructure of the state to a non<election campaign there are thg
Venezuela and to have thiscapitalist structure. We are goingSocialist Party and the Communis
discussionitis necessary to have torward in this but the dominant Party.
class-oriented, Marxist-Leninist modelis stillthe capitaliststructure There is another important
Party. of the state of Venezuela. political work to build up the Great
We can say during these years, For that reason it is necessarypatriotic Pole (Gran Polo
the people and the workers havéhat, alongside the ministries asPatriotico), which should be a
really received a lot of benefits.you called them, alongside thestrategic alliance of political
We can say that in every familygovernment structure that weparties, mass movements, th&arolus Wimmer
someone has received someontinue with the social missions,women’s movement, the youth,
important results from the aswe calltheminVenezuela. Theyhe farmers, workersinthe field ofNational Electoral Council to presidents who are not elected by
revolution. Maybe there are stillaare continuing. Nowadays theyculture. Inthis area of the buildingaccept the result of the election, tahe people in Greece and Italy, and
lot of difficulties, people who from have a higher quality. For exampleup of the Great Patriotic Pole, theaccept the will of the people. Thenow in Honduras and Paraguay
the individual point of view still inhealthcare there were first smallCommunist Party also has a lot otandidate of the right refused towe have two presidents who came
have a lot of problems and needsunits for treatment of patientsresponsibilitiesinthe frontline and,sign it. It's a message. So what igo office without elections.
Butwhenwe look at it not from the distributed in the suburbs. Nowwith the Socialist Party, has thethe plan? We have to underscore this
point of view of capitalism, not asyou can say that we have a thirdesponsibility to build the Patriotic because normally the US
a number of individuals but aslevel of high-technology treatmentCouncil of Political Parties, which Are there others dangers facing government is very vigilant about
families or as a class we can seeia popular hospitals in this healthhas seven political parties in it.the Bolivarian Revo-lution? Does democracy in other countries. But
lot of results that would have beercare mission. We are sure that President Chaveit have support internationally? we can see they don't respect it if
impossible without the Bolivarian  Also, when we metin 2006 thewho has recovered well from a the presidents or the government
Revolution. mission began with reading andvery bad illness, should win theWimmer: The dangers for the don't express the politics of the
This year a new labour law waswriting with the “Yes | Can” presidential election of October 7.Bolivarian Revolution continue US - they are not willing to accept
approved... It was discussed byrogram. Now we have a missionBut as revolutionaries, we knowinside and outside. Of course, fothe democratic will of the people.
the workers and with the workersin education with the greatthe enemy - especially USthe US on the one hand will There are the highest relations
and you can say that with this lawsolidarity ofthe Cuban governmentimperialism and the national continue with its efforts to recoverbetween Cuba and Venezuela. We
we have recovered a lot of rightsto reach the university level. Webourgeoisie - willdo anything legal its “backyard” in Latin America. saythatingeneralinLatin America
lost during the terrible time of the have new universities. Sowe haver illegal to make this victory They have lost influence in thewe are dealing with a new concept
1980s and '90s when the differengreat advances in the educatioimpossible. region but they will do everything of international relationships not
governing parties pushed forwardprofession. We are also advancing There have beenthe expressiongossible to regain that influencebased on competition but on
neo-liberal policies of privatisation in political and ideological of the US Secretary of State,There’s an economic blockadesolidarity and cooperation. Avery
in all sectors, when workers losteducation. Hillary Clinton, that unforeseen against Venezuela, especially igood example is Cuba and
permanent employment and a lot events will take place. It's athreatthe scientific and technology Venezuela. Another example is
of social rights. Very importantin What are the next likely stepstoundermine the democratic rightsector. Countries and companieshe ALBA countries [Bolivarian
this new law is recognition of atowards socialism and which for elections... We fear there is aare forbidden from selling high Alliance for the Americas] where
new type of workers’ organisationforces are leading the way? possibility that the opposition will technologies to Venezuela. there is a great relationship of
parallel to the trade unions. not recognise the victory of They can create more militarysolidarity and cooperation. In
This labour law makes possibleWimmer: Regarding socialism - President Chavez. That plan wouldases. Atthe momentwe can couri¥enezuela we support socialist
the creation of Socialist Worker for the Communist Party we don’'tget the immediate support of the47 U.S. bases in the region. InCuba and its great solidarity,
Councils. The idea is that theconsider that we are buildingimperialist mass media. It couldColombiaitis well known they are especially inthe areas of education
benefits are not only material. Ofsocialism in a direct form. In theget support of international building seven military bases. Nowand healthcare that we receive from
course, there have been a lot o€ommunist Party we describe thismperialist institutions, the USisbuilding 11 military basesCuba...
advancesinthe fields of educationinoment as the anti-imperialistorganisations and of governmentsin Panama - six on the Pacific side Of course, one of the
healthcare, housing, culture andtruggle andinthatstruggleweare We can say there are very fewand five on the Caribbean sideresponsibilities of the Communist
labour rights but there are alsowvorking to build the anti- optionsavailable tothe oppositionThere are NATO bases in front ofParty is to work for the integration
benefits inthe political conditions. imperialist front. We say we haveto win. All the polls give a lead of Venezuela in Aruba and Curacamf Latin America. We must
As the Communist Party ofto go forward very cautiously; we 10 to 20 percent to Chavez. Mostontrolled by The Netherlands. Forunderline that the struggles and
Venezuela we see it as necessatyave to maintain a majority in theare conducted by the oppositiorthose reasons there continue greatxperiences of the different
at this time, after 13 years of thedifferent struggles including in the butthere are such great differencedangers for the revolution buttherecCommunist parties are very
Bolivarian Revolution, that we election. It is very important to that it's impossible to hide. Forexists a high political important; that all the parties of
take a step forward in the directiorknow what the historic moment isthat reason it's been very difficultconsciousness among the
thatthe working class must controland with which allies we can goto promote the opposition Venezuelanworking class,among
production on the one hand andorward. candidate. the people to continue fighting for

see VENEZUELA, page 11
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Lufthansa bOWS and provide the financial means ta and will go into effect on JanuarySeptember 6 to discuss the tragias a conflict between two rival
) stave off strikes and unrest. Thel nextyear. The increase will helpevents at the Lonmin Marikanaunions with a narrative that the

to union demand president of the education workers'stimulate consumption of domesticPlatinum Mines. NUM, by virtue of being a
union, Mohamed Bennaoui, toldproducts and benefitthe country’s  The Alliance received a detailedCOSATU union, is cooperating
German-based LufthansaAFP that recent pay raises hacgconomy. Chulalongkorn briefing from the National Union withthe employers. The unfortunate

Airlines has agreed not to employaverted industrial action. But theUniversity economics lecturer of Mineworkers (NUM) on the events of the 16th of August
cheap contract workers as cabimnion of secondary schoolteacherdlarong Phetprasert said thebuild-up to the events of Augustreplaced thatnarrative with another
crew. The company caved to a kegomplains that its members arencrease will result in about a 15-16th, the actual unfolding of theone of an authoritarian state. This
union demand after a 24-hourincreasingly overworked, with an per-centrise in average productiorprotest action and the resultantabelling of both the NUM and the
walkout grounded 900 flights.  additional 200,000 pupils costs, not the 40 percent claimeanass shooting. The meeting alsstate is part of a broader theme of

“Unilaterally, until further expectedwhenthe newterm startdy the business sector. received briefings fromits memberdelegitimising the liberation
notice and without further Youthprotestshavebeengoing Businessesexpected tobe mogrganisations in the Rustenburgnovementinits broad sense. There
preconditions, Lufthansaon for years and culminated inaffected by the hike are those irarea, and reaffirmed the Alliancehas been a deafening silence about
renounces the employment ofJanuary 2011, when thousand$abour-intensive sectors such asnembers’ hopes that the Judicialvarlordism and intimidation taking
external cabin crews,” the airline’s textiles and furniture. But some ofCommission of Inquiry will place in the informal settlements.
chief executive said on Sept. 7. these will get government help topresent a comprehensive picture “The invasion of the space by

Flight attendants of temporary( negotiate with neighbouring of the tragedy. outside forces may mark the
employment agency Aviation countries for incentives and A statement from the beginning of a serious programme
Power employed by the airline assistance in relocating out ofSecretariat meeting continued pfdestabilisation. Agitating workers
will be offered a full-time position Thailand, said Narong. Business'Up till now, not sufficient and giving them false promises is
with the Lufthansa group nextyear leaders argue that the pay increasaeformation has been in the publicdangerous and may take long time
the company said as talks betweg should have been implementedlomain about the role of thetocorrect. Thereplacementofunions
management and the UFO uniop over athree-year period, claimingvarious companies and employersvith committees formed around
resumed later that day. thatthe change will greatly burdenin the area in fanning up conflictissues has a long-term implication

“We've received clear signals . employers, who may decide to laybetween the unions and thusforthe industry and forthe collective
that Lufthansa is going to move,” ﬂ |

-

off workers or close their conflict amongst the workersbargaining dispensation in the

said the head of UFO, Nicoley| businesses. But the value of théhemselves. This situation cannotountry...
Baublies, adding that there woulg former minimum wage has fallenbe isolated from the developments “We took note of the double-
only be further walkouts if the two dramatically as living costs risethat surrounded the strike intalk by the opposition parties who
sides fail to move closer. \. / sharply in recent years. Impala Platinum nor can it bein the past have consistently

The 24-hour stoppage was the In the 2011 election, the Pheuseen as a new developmentondemned COSATU unions for
third separate day of industrialtook to the streets at the height ofhai Party promised to increasewithoutlooking atwhat happeneddemanding high wage increases
action by Lufthansa workers in athe Arab Spring. But somethe daily minimum wage to 300 during the previous strike at theand all of a sudden condemn the
week. The airline had informedobservers say memories ofBaht a day, up from the currentsame mine a few months agosame unions for low wages and
passengers beforehand abouAlgeria’s chaotic civilwar during 159 in rural provinces and 221 inDuring the last strike, the bad conditions. We see this as
cancellations viatext messagesanthe 1990s have prevented therrban provinces. Implementationworkforce was dismissed andopportunism in action.

its website. movement from taking hold. Thatof thisincrease of about 40 percenselectively re-employed on lesser “The Alliance committed itself
may change if more of the energywas delayed when widespreadconditions than before the striketo work with all the stakeholders

Blg Challenges in @ndustry Weal_th is not spent _onflooding hitthe country last spring. Itis therefore our considered viewand communities to restore
A| ] |mprqved social programs and job ]Ehat emplﬁyers h?lve aninterest imormalitydto trr\]e area. The Alliance
eria creation. i i anning this conflict to reverse commends the ongoing, positive

g Natlonallze Royal the gains achieved by workersole played by the NUM in fighting
Algeria’s new cabinet faces |\/ t h- Bank of Scotland over a long period of time. Theforthe improvement of the working

. > VIOrocCan teac ) , : - :

social problems such as massive ; fact that the platinum industry conditions of mineworkers and
joblessness, poor housing an®rsS locked out urge unions has refused to be part ofrestoring their dignity as human
ongoing water cuts. Just after the centralised bargaining either ageings. The Alliance also reasserts

new government was announced A lock-out is preventing _ U.K. unions have called for the platinum industry or thethe importance of unity and

on Sept. 4, the FNSC workers'recently unionized teachers and?oyal Bank of Scotland Group tomining industry broadly tells the working together to protect the

federation, which includes the mainadministrative staff from returning P€ fully nationalized so the story of the power and belief inrights of all South Africans and,

civil servants’ union SNAPAP, to work at the Notre Dame de lagovernmentcan transformitinto agjvide and rule. especially, the poor and the

launched an eight-day strike. ThePaix, a private elementary schooftate investmentbankwiththe aim - «njtially this has been projected vulnerable.”

work stoppage reflects theinRabat, Morocco. OnSept. 3,thef financing industry. The

frustration of ordinary Algerians at teachers and support workers egg'nburgf]{'bta?ed Iendgzr, r?lreﬁd

trying to get themselves heard bymany of whom have worked at theo< Percentstate-owned, snould . . i

the ruling elite. ysT::hooIfordecades—were metwitfaken wholly into public hands Many |tenljs in our "Global Class
“We are launching an appeal tosecurity staff, who prevented theniith @new mandate and the abilit Struggle column are from the

Prime Minister Abdelmalek Sellal, from returning to the classrooms !0 issue bonds, the British Trade Lab S tart bsit

whom we wish every success in “These actions have been take/Nion Congress says. abour art wepslte,

his new job, to consider our file,” against us for the simple reason “The remit of the bank could wWWW .labourst art.org

which contains salary demandsthat we formed a union,” said thenbe changed from maximizing

FNSC president Ait Khalifa AbdelillahJarbi, general secretaryshort-term shareholder value (anc

Ezzeddine told the media. ofthe Moroccan Catholic Schoolsconsequently shrinkingiits balanc

inlation hit 8.7 percent by June, union, which is affiiated with the Shee) (o supporting long-term Send me information on the g‘ﬁ)
i i i . growth, e said in a : =
and energy-rich Algeria also suffersMoroccan Labor Union (UMT- 9 | Communlst Party Of Canada i

bread and power shortages. In &CAM). statement as it began its annug
country where 70 percent of the 37  Lastyear, when uprisings swepgonference on Sept. 8 in Brighton|
million population is under 35, oneacross the Arab world, workers atEngland. . The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
youth in five is without work. the school established a union for The TUC, which represents| fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.

But William Lawrence, the the firsttime in more than 60 yearsabout 6.5 million workers, is| The CPC does muchmore thanrun candidates i elections. We think thefight
North Africa director of think-tank of operation. UMT-ECAM seeking to get its members on th against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

. L muneration committees of bank$ active across the country, to bu_ild our party and to help strengthen people’s
International Crisis Group (ICG), represents workers atthree school$ movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set

said the likelihood of major in the Moroccan capital. The 10 tackle “the culture of bonuses democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s part} of

D

government policy changes topolitical opening encouraging entitlement,” It said. socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
confront Algeria’s “massive” workers to stand up for their rightsCompensation above 250,00( _
social problems are slim. was short-lived. School authoritiesPounds ($400,000) a year should Central Committee CPC
“There is always a chance thatetaliated by firing 21 teachers forbe considered to come from 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

the new prime minister and thetheir union activities. The schoolcompany profit and be subjecttd ~ 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

ill bri i i . corporation tax, it said. The TUC
new government will bring with wants them to sign short-termCorp Parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

them a new mandate for change,tontracts containing a no-union|So urged the government to liff o2 communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
he told Agence France Presse. “Butlause before they will be allowedfunding restrictions on the Greer] ;352 AVf Dté PerC\} igtge "c Manitoba Committee CPC
all the indications are that Algeriaback to work, in violation of InvestmentBanksoitcanpromotq fontes, 35 M2V ACE o o 600 387 Selrk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 23
has been getting more conservativinternational standards regarding/ean and renewable energy. B.C. Commitiee CPC ellax: £0a-586-
in recent years... (and) these aréreedom of association. 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 (23;(;3\"8 C‘feet-hCAPC Toronto. MaK 1N6
1 254 i i anforth Ave., Toronto,
E{rge|_y t?}e same people VI\I/h(I) haVi/V S.A. Alliance on 224 254 gsii?'nfo'bc@gma"‘wm Tel: 416-469-2446
eeninthe governmentallalong.\\/age hike ma i ) monton _
. . i Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Parliamentary electionswere held g _ y Lonmin Marikana B A e e o e 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
in May, but it took four months to DOOSt Thai , Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0200  Hamilton, ON L8H 23
form a new cabinet. In the end, the The Secretariat of Southl . cpc :

key foreign, energy, interior and€CONOMY Africa’s tri-partite Alliance | unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC
finance ministers all kept theirjObS. (African National Congressy Southl Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0

. . . . : . Telffax: 902-542-7981
Algeria depends heavily onits Anincreasein Thailand’s daily African Communist Party, and| SaskatchewanCPC o
vast oil and gas reserves, whichninimumwage to 300 baht (aboutCongress of South African Trade Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
account for 98 percent of exports,$10 Can.) was approved on SeptUnions) held a special meeting on j
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Government of Colombia and F ARC to launch peacet alks

The Colombian government ofmonth in Oslo, the Norwegian Mauritius, better known as Thestressed that since FARC’s returrfor the new movements that arise
Juan Manuel Santos and theapital. Doctor, who succeeded theto civilian life implies and after the signing of a Final
FARC-EP (Revolutionary Armed The teleSUR news serviceassassinated Jorge Briceno, knowdemands a different Colombia,Agreement.

Forces of Colombia-People’sreports that secret talks began ims Mono Jojoy. Rebel leaderdrust “must be official and - the need for a bilateral and
Army) have signed an agreemenHavana earlier this year, with theRodrigo Granda, Mark and guaranteed on both sides”. definitive ceasefire and end of
to start formal peace talks. Thesupport of the governments ofAndrew Calarca Paris also Meanwhile, President Santoshostilities, abandonment of arms,
agreement was signed in Havan&enezuela, Cuba and Norway participated. said last July that “Colombia needsand reincorporation of FARC-EP
on August 27, after nearly half aAccording to teleSUR, the On the government side, theand deserves peace after so mudighters into civil life - economic,
century of armed conflict. architects of this processincludecturrent security adviser Sergioblood has been spilled.” social and political - in accordance
Negotiations are to begin nextthe FARC guerrilla commanderJaramillo, the Environment An agenda for the peacewith their interests.

Minister Frank Pearl and thenegotiations has also appeared in an end to prosecution against
president’s brother, Juan Manuethe media, based on mutuaindividuals, charged or convicted,
Santos were involved in theagreement to discuss a number dbr belonging to or collaborating
process. critical issues facing the people ofwith the FARC-EP.

In August 2011, the late FARC Colombia. These include: - an intensified government fight
leader, Alfonso Cano, stated-the need forintegral agriculturalagainst criminal organizations
FARC's desire for peace talks todevelopmentto boostthe equitableesponsible for killings of social
end the war in Colombia aftersocial and economic developmentaind political activists.
almost half a century. In a videoof Colombia. This covers the need a solution to the problem of illicit
released by the New Colombiato stimulate “agricultural pro- drugs, for example programs to
News Agency (Anncol), Canoduction and the economy ofencourage farmers to switch to
reminded that “in his inaugural solidarity and cooperation”, other crops.
address, President Santoshrough technical assistance; compensation for the victims of
promisedto leave behind the hatregubsidies, credit, marketing, etc. human rights abuses.
that had characterized the eight access and use of land. For more information, see
years of the previous government”- social development in the areashttp://colombiareports.com/

“The FARC-EP today wants of health, education, housing,colombia-news/fact-sheets/

to reiterate that we believe in aeradication of poverty. 25784-agreement-colombia-
political solution, we believe in - rights and guarantees for thegovernment-and-rebel-group-
"Colombia wants peace” dialogue,” said Cano, who political oppositioningeneral, andfarc.html> e

“‘From the Pyrenees” - Mr . Obama, Free the Cuban Five!

Every month since Barack ObamaCuba’s Minister of Foreign murdered. appeal, in which he denouncesith the possibility of an act of
became U.S. President, retiredRelations, dedicated the United The CIA agent Michael irregularities in his trial. Will his humanitarian reciprocity that
professor Jacqueline Roussie hadlations vote in 2011 (on a CubariTownley, who was working for plea really be understood by thisvould allow Alan Gross to return
sent a letter asking him to releaseesolution to end the U.S.DINA, General Pinochet’s samejudge thatsentenced alreadp the United States and the Five,
the Cuban Five political prisoners. blockade) to  Guillermo political police force, and his him to such a penalty? to Cuba. No, it's not too late for
Her letters appear on CubaDominguez Diaz (16 years), lvisfellow U.S. resident Guillermo  The Condor is still soaring.  suchaction which would do honour
solidarity and leftist party websites Palacio Terry (18), Randy BarrosoNovo Sampol, born in Cuba and We were expecting, Mr. to your Nobel Prize.

throughout France and Spain.Torres (17), and Adrian Izquierdobelonging to the sinister CORU President, after your election, to | wait for such a gesture, Mr.
Here is Roussie’'s most recentCabrera (12). They had enduredrganization created by Orlandosee you definitively turn back thePresident, and send this expression
letter, dated Sept. 1, 2012,conservative surgical operationsBosch, arrived specifically to carry page on this unworthy period andof my most sincere, humanistic
translated from the Spanishand spent months in their beds irout a savage interrogation of theséegin new relations with your closesentiments.

version by W. T. Whitney Jr. plaster casts on account ofCubans.Onecame from Chile, theneighbour Cuba. Jacqueline Roussie, 64360
extensible pediatric stents notother from the United States. You have agolden opportunity, Monein (France)e
Mr. President, being available, because they are What happened afterward we

produced in the United States ounfortunately know. It was 1976, . .

| had hardly sent the “Augustunder patents there. And hethe very peak of Operation Condor,
Letter” when | learned aboutdedicated the vote also to Mariaand these two young men were CUban Flve T rlbu nal to
Cuba’s inclusion on the list of Amelia Alonso Valdés (2), two ofthe victims ofthis diabolical .
“state sponsors of internationalDamianHernandez Valdés (4), andnvention of the CIA, among so meet In T OrOntO
terrorism,” announced by theDayan Romayena Lorente (12)many others.
Department of State. They suffer from central nervous Two months after the

In France, schoolchildren all systemtumors and need treatmergssassination of the two Cuban
learn about the fable of Jean de lavith the [chemotherapy drug] officials, there was a Cubana
Fontaine, “The Wolf and the Temodal that is North Americanaircraft which became the target
Lamb.” In this fable, the wolf and is protected by patent there.of an attack devised by Orlando
accuses the lamb of everything OnAugust2, wewereinformedBosch and Luis Posada Carriles
evil on earth - before eating up thehat human bones found in June iteaving 73 dead. Bosch died a year
innocent animal. The cynicism of San Fernando, Argentina in aago in Miami as a free citizen and Fi
your governmentis comparable tacementbarrel have beenidentifiedPosada Carriles spends peaceful[
that of the wolf. It's the country They are the remains of Cubardays inthe company of his friends
you lead, Mr. President, that forEmbassy official GalanenaMichael Townley and Novo
generations has held the absolutelernandez. In August 1976,Sampol - in the Florida sun. The
world’s record on terrorism. during the military dictatorship, Five stillare notfree. Four ofthem

Every month since your this man and his colleague, thecontinue as prisoners and the fifth,
election, Iwriteyouinthe name of Cuban Jesus Cejas AriasRené Gonzalez, is free o
friends here in Monein about thedisappeared. A little after their probation in the United States.
five Cubans Gerardo Hernandezdisappearances, the Associated The purpose of probation is to

Antonio Guerrero, FernandoPress agency received a letter imelp those imprisoned for a
Gonzalez, Ramon Labanino, andvhich the young Cubans (26 andongtime be re-integrated socially. Q
Jh,f

Many prominent public figures will attend a major Cuban Five
solidarity eventin Toronto this month, according to organizers of the
“Breaking the Silence People’s Tribunal & Assembly.”

Trade unions and solidarity groups from across Canada, in
coordination with the Canadian Network on Cuba and La Table de
concertation de solidarité Québec-Cuba, are convoking the Peoples’
Tribunal & Assembly on September 21-23, at Toronto City Hall.

The Tribunal will launch an appeal to win justice for the Cuban
ive, and attemptto break the silence of the mainstream media about
his case. Delegates will also map out the next steps of a broad and
united public campaign.

For complete information, including details about registration, go
to www.freethe5peoplestribunal.org or contact the Organizing
Committee at tribunal.five@gmail.corm.

René Gonzalez to askthatyou fre@2 years old) explained that theyRené Gonzalez is in danger in thg l 4 : |
them. The Five were convicted,had “deserted the embassyin ordddnited States. For him, any social - ﬂ
and harshly, for having foughtto enjoy the freedoms of thelife is impossible. Your admini- 1
againstU. S. terrorism against theirvestern word.” stration, nevertheless, has just l’l *n
country. This state terrorism has The reality was otherwise. Thedenied his petition to returnto Cuba,

killed 3,478 Cubans and has leftwo men had been incarcerated ii\nd once more you denied his wife
2099 incapacitated for life. the secret Operation Condor basa visa so she could visit him.

The embargo you maintainin Buenos Aires, the [so-called] Gerardo Hernandez, sentencel  The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
against Cuba despite most/Automotores Orletti,” and then to life in prison, has justpresentedq ) ] ]
countries calling for its end iswere tortured and savagelya new plea, part of a collateral JOininthe worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5tt day
another form of terrorism. of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that hg Free

On June 3, 1993, one of your the Cuban Five:
countrymen, Dr. Benjamin Spock,
the famous pediatrician, on REDS ON TH E WEB
returning from Cuba concluded al
article appearing in the New York

o

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

www.communist-party.ca Phone 1-202-456-1111
Fax 1-202-456-2461

\T\/i(ranr?;v:ant;rt]ﬁiii ;%mf;;vgg%ta‘:; WWW-peOpI esvoice.ca Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
' ' 1600 P | ia Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA
that prohibits food and medicineg WWW-yCI'I]C-Ca ennsylvania Ave ashington

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

for children? | am ashamed!”

Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, WWW.solldnet.org
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From Babbars to Babbars: dichotomy of secular and theocratic extremists

By Gurpreet Singh

The death anniversary of Karam
Singh Daulatpur, a rebellious
participant of the Indian freedom
struggle, is an ugly reminder of
continued appropriation of
secularist heroes by the theocrati
militant groups.

Daulatpur died fighting against
the British police during the
occupation of India on Septembe
1, 1923. He came to Canada i
1907 and spent several years i

Abbotsford, before returning home

to pursue the liberation of India.Karam Singh Daulatpur

Like many Indian immigrants, he

By the time of his release, theseparatists in Canada continue tbodyguards.
Ghadar movement had phased ow@ppropriate the Babbars of Going by the plain facts, the
and he joined another armedyesteryearstotheiradvantage. Manabbar Akali movement cannot
struggle to free the historical Sikhtry to bracket them with bannedbe equated withthe Babbar Khalsa,
temples of Punjab, India, from theterrorist groups like Babbar Khalsa,a theocratic militant group that
corrupt priests who enjoyed thewhich is blamed for the Air India seeks a separate Sikh homeland
backing of the British officers. bombings of 1985, the worstincidentwhich is likely to be modelled
The British governmentwas usingin the history of aviation terrorism after Taliban regime in
the priest classto keep Sikhs awapefore 9/11. Its activists recentlyAfghanistan. Those who lived in
from the freedom movement, aspled guilty for the bombings of Punjab when the Sikh separatist
Punjab was a garrison state thatinema halls in New Delhi during movementwas its peak may recall
provided recruits to the British 2005. A former Babbar Khalsahow these groups imposed a code
armies. leader, Ajaib Singh Bagri, publicly under which women were forced

In his new avatar, Daulatpurthreatened to kill 50,000 Hindusto cover their heads with saffron
was a changed man, and higollowing ugly political events scarves, the tobacco shops were
mission was not to let Sikhsduring1984,inwhichinnocentSikhsclosed, and many scholars and
become ready recruits for theweretargeted bythe mobsfollowingjournalists were murdered for

had served in the British armycause of their sufferings was theiBritish. He started a militant the assassination of Prime Ministechallenging the ideology of
before migrating to this part of theslavery back home. These hardshipsewspaper that laid the foundatiorindira Gandhi by her Sikh fanatical organisations

world. Mostbelieved in the fairnesstransformed many into activists,of the Babbar Akali movement,
of the British justice system. including Daulatpur. Theyalljoined which indulged in armed

But this myth was broken the Ghadar Party thatwas formedimesistance against the British Honduras OKs "privateer playgrounds"

following their encounter with the the US in 1913. The party believedagents and corrupt priests. Though
rampant racism and anti-in an armed struggle against thehe immediate objective was to

Honduras has approved plans to allow private financiers to build

immigration pO”CieS of the British Empire and was secular inliberate Sikh temples, the whole three cities within its borders that will operate as mini states with
Canadian establishment. Canadeharacter. Daulatpur returned tacampaign was a part of the bigger their own legal and tax systems. Landowning President Porfirio

was also a British colony back thenIndia to launch an armed revolt, bufreedom struggle.

They soon discovered that the rootvas arrested.

" TORONTO - CUBA
“RIENDSHIP ~ DAY

g ? :
Canaion Caben s g Associtin ol
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The 17th Annual Toronto-Cuba Friendship Day was held at
Nathan Phillips Square outside City Hall on August 25. “Cuba!
Friend to the World!” was the theme. Performers included Cuban
dance bands YaniBorrelly Los Clave Kings, and Pablo Terry and
Solde Cuba. The event also featured free salsa lessons, display

tables, a beer garden, and food
For news on upcoming activities

from La Cubanita Restaurant.

, contact the Canadian-Cuban

Friendship Association Toronto, at www.ccfatoronto.ca

Take Blair a

nd Bush to

Court, says Desmond Tutu

Writing in theObservemewspaper, Archbishop Desmond Tutu hag Ecuador work together. It is aimperialist control of the US. Iraq,

Lobo’s government said on Sept. 4 that construction would beginin
Daulatpur was not alone, as coming weeks.

many other former Ghadar Party | oho’s right-wing administration rode to power amid a electoral

activists also joined the Babbar poycott and a string of disappearances and arrests following the

Akali movement. They inherited * 2009 coup against reforming predecessor Manuel Zelaya.

the legacy of secularism and  Honduras has long been a playground for firms seeking to benefit

patriotism from their previous from low wages and low taxes. The new Special Development

party. When partition on religious  Regions (Reds) have been described by one of their architects as

lines, between a secular India and “pyblic-privatised states within a state.”

Muslim Pakistan, followed UN human rights adviser in the country Antonio Maldonado has

independence in 1947, many of warned that there is a high risk that the new blocks will behave as a

these former Ghadarites and |gw unto themselves.

Babbarstriedtosave Muslimsfrom  powerful landowners and industrialists have been implicated in

the Hinduand Sikhfundamentalists poth the 2009 coup and the police repression of peasants seeking
during sectarian violence. land reform.

Despite these glaring facts that  (Morning Star) e
speak for themselves, the Sikh

Venezuela: achivements and threats....

. working class. In this way the The Netherlands control some
continued from page 7 communist Parties in generalCaribbean islands, for example
the different governments, such aparticipate in the deepening of thisAruba and Curacao...
inVenezuela, Ecuador and Boliviaprocess. Of course, we have a very
receive the solidarity of the Our Party, the PCV, sees theoptimistic view of this struggle for
Communist parties. In Venezuelagreat dangers globally. There’sthe future. We are sure the
the Communist Party and themore and more confrontation byinternational working class will
Socialist Party work together. Inthe imperialist countries againstwin this struggle but we also
Bolivia, MAS [the Movement the independent countries. We irecognise they could be very hard
Towards Socialism] and theLatin Americaremember thattherestruggles because imperialism and
Communist Party work together.are many peoples who are notworldwide capitalism will not
In Ecuador, Allianza PAIS [Proud independent. We remember Puertsurrender without this hard class
and Sovereign FatherlandRico and that part of Cuba -struggle asinthe examples of Syria,
Alliance] andthe Communist PartyGuantanamo - are under theAfghanistan, the Middle East -
Iran and Libya. The

accused the former leaders the U.S. and Britain of lying about weapomsderful step forward that the Martinique, Guadalupe and Frenchimperialist, criminal actions could
of mass destruction. The Iraq war had made the world more unst@@ienmunist parties supportGuyanaare stillcoloniesof Francealso take place against Latin

“than any other conflict in history’
Archbishop Tutu, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984siame

", he said.

progressive governments but atth@ritain still controls some islands America, not only because they
time maintain theirinthe Caribbeanandthe Malvinaslon't agree with the politics of

recognition of his campaign against apartheid, pulled out of a re¢edépendence as parties of thérgentinas [the Falkland Islands].some government or other.

leadership summit in Johannesburg because he refused to share a
platform with Tony Blair. The former Archbishop of Cape Town sa
the US- and UK-led action launched against Saddam’s regime in 2
had brought about conditions for the civil war in Syria and a possi
Middle East conflict involving Iran.

“The then leaders of the United States and Great Britain fabrice
the grounds to behave like playground bullies and drive us further ag
They have driven us to the edge of a precipice where we now stand -
the spectre of Syria and Iran before us,” he said. “The question is
whether Saddam Hussein was good or bad or how many of his pe
he massacred. The point is that Mr. Bush and Mr. Blair should not h
allowed themselves to stoop to his immoral level.”

Archbishop Tutu said the death toll as a result of military action
Irag was grounds for Blair and Bush to be tried in The Hague. Buthe
different standards appeared to be applied to Western leaders: “On1
grounds, alone, in a consistent world, those responsible shoulc
treading the same path as some of their African and Asian peers
have been made to answer for their actions in The Hague.”

Human rights lawyer Sir Geoffrey Bindman told BBC Radio 4 tt F
Irag war was an illegal aggressive war.

He said a war crimes trial “should be and could be held on the b
a crime of aggression has been committed and the crime of aggre:
was starting the war. It's now almost certain that the war was ille
because it breached the UN Charter provisions which say that
member of the United Nations must refrain from the use of force aga
the territorial integrity or political independence of any state.”

(With files from the BBC®

orce of Evil, made in the Cold War year 1948 as
a gangster picture, challenged the prevailing red scare,
Scresnwriter/director and Communist Party member
Abraham Polonsky saw it as a film noir allegory of tha
capitalist syatem, showing a large gambling syndicats
brutally taking owver a mom & pop operation.

1848: U.5. Congress investigates Hollywood's “loyalty”.
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Normally they say that the
national interests of the US are
threatened, that their national
interests are in danger whenthere
is a progressive government in
Argentina or in Uruguay or in
Brazil, Ecuador, Bolivia, and
Nicaragua or in Venezuela or
when there’s success in building
socialism as in Cuba.

Because of this great crisis of
capitalism in the northern
countries they need to gain
control quickly of natural
resources - energy resources,
mineral resources, water
resources. If you look ata map of
the world you will notice that
these resources are mostly to be
foundinthe south. For thatreason
we are thinking not only about
integration of the Latin American
countries. We are working
towards the integration of the
south which includes southern
Africa and also the southern part
of Asia. @
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PQ minority government for Quebec

By Johan Boyden, Montreal

and nationalist agenda. Without thehappen, however,

down to defeat, as voters granted aationalist party of small and large-and some Anglophones.
slim minority government to the Parti scale business.
Québécois (PQ) led by Pauline
Marois.

the tuition fee hike and abolish Lawcomponent of high participation cameon any policy the PQ might advanc

78, which effectively criminalized the from ridings won by the CAQ, often in support of women’s rights, the JAYZ:1gle{e]0\Y/<] g =1@:

lndigenous Women Against

the Tar Sands, Friday, Sept.
21, doors at 5:30, Friendship
Center,

student strikers. Their platform alsoin places where the populist ADQ hadenvironment, labour, and other socia

issues.
It is more likely that the PQ will

called to abolish tuition increases untilmade gains in the past.
2018, eliminate the health tax, The Liberalsreceived 31.2% and

reconsider additional fees for Hydrothe CAQ 27% of the popular vote. now try to shift from its promises and
Quebec usage, increase taxes and fe@se PQ took 31.95% while QS wonforman alliance with the right. Another Dinner
on natural resource exploitation,just over 6%. Thus the division of election is almost certain well before

expand daycare spaces, and enathe right helps explain the victory of four years - which has also led th

Employment Insurance reforms bythe PQ.

repatriating El to Quebec.
Marois’ PQ, however, is nine commission on corruption scandalsgood news for QS.

seats short of a majority toimplementCharest effectively set the election David will join QS MNA Amir

this agenda, sitting at 54 MNAs.timeline when his governmentKhadir in the National Assembly,

The Liberals won 50 seats in theestablished

right Coalition Avenir Québec which favoured the PQ. made important gains and finishe

progressive Quebec Solidaire (QS)City and the regions, but the lionsridings.

doubled to two MNAs, and is share of their seats came from Greater Marianne Breton Fontaine, the
expected to have a bigger presencBlontreal, the Gatineau-Hull area, andeader of the Young CommunistLa Pena Latinoamericana, 8
in the National Assembly beyond itsthe Eastern Townships - notsurprising_eague of Quebec, doubled thepm, Sept. 28, and last Friday
given thatthey were the only federalistpopular vote for QS in the riding of each month, 706 Clark Drive,
Acadie, coming in with almost 2,500 $10 admission, refreshments
and food on sale, all welcome,
of Quebec’s newspap@larté,drew Steven Harper has said the vote The next issue of PV will have organized by La TrovaNuestra
attention to voter participation andsuggests debate about the nationahore aboutthe response ofthe studenfsee ad on this page).

the strong mobilization by right-wing question should now be shut downlabourand people’s movements to the

small numbers.
Speaking té®eople’s VoiceRobert  party in the election.
Luxley, editor ofthe CommunistParty Conservative Prime Minister votes and 8%.

forces. At almost 75 per cent, theThis stifling of democratic discussion election results®
turnout approached levels similar to

into adopting a progressive-soundingabout Quebec’s future |sgiL</neI|rI]<eI);r;[(;
Quebec headedtothe pollson Sepstudent mobilizations, the PQreactionaryframeworkthatfederalismSocial Justice Film Festival,
4 for a historic election. The Liberals, platform would probably have imposes, as well as continuednew season starts Friday, Sept.
including leader Jean Charest, wenteflected their true identity as achauvinism from the corporate media2g, 7 pm, at First United, 15385
Semiahmoo Ave., screening
At the election rally of Quebec Ethos, documentary hosted by
Many new young voters turned toSolidaire, newly elected MNA Woody Harrelson, on politics,
Quebec Solidaire and helped doublé-rancoise David congratulatedmultinational corporations and
The PQ’s first act will be to cancel their popular vote. But another largeMarois, and vowed to work togetherthe media.

provided. Speakers: Ta’Kaiya

NDP dicially drop. its bl ®Blaney (Sliammon Nation
to officially drop its plan to youth), Eriel

Unable to avoid convening abuild a provincial party, which is also Deranger

Chipewyan First Nation),
Melina Laboucan-Massimo
(Lubicon
organized by Indigenous
Environmental Network.

the commission’srepresenting back-to-back ridings in
125-member National Assembly, schedule. Inthe end the Liberals werairban Montreal. While perhaps not
while Francois Legault's new ultra- squeezed by the student protestgs much as the party wished, QS
JdCOPE Summer BBQ, Wed.,
(CAQ) expanded to 19 seats. The The Liberals won seats in Quebecsecond in at least three other Montreap€PL- 19, at Vancouver Rowing
Club. Visit www.cope.bc.ca for
full details.

What's Left

Left Film Night, Tower of
Babel, documentary on
homeless occupation of a 23-
story apartment in Sao Paulo,
free, Sunday, Sept. 30, 7 pm,
Centre for Socialist Education,
706 Clark Drive. For details,
ph. 604-255-2041.

Take Back The Night , march
toend violence againstwomen
and reclaim the streets for all,
Thur., Sept20. Meet6:30 pm at
324 Logan, depart 7 pm.
Confirm the meeting point at
www.facebook.com/events/
457240747654290/

6th Annual Grandmother’'s
Protecting Our Children
Medicine Walk, Fri., Sept. 21,
9 am-Noon, from Thunderbird
House, Main St. at Higgins.

5th Annual Radical Bookfair,

Sept. 21-23, on Albert St. and
A-Zone Bldg at 91 Albert, info at
winnipegbookfair.blogspot.com

Ukrainian Labour Temple
plaque unveiling, marking
designation as national historic
site. Sat., Sept. 29, 3 pm, 591
Pritchard Ave. Info 204-984-
1759.

Marxism course to begin in
November. Toregister, contact
Communist Party of Canada-
Manitoba, 586-7824 or cpc-
mb@changetheworldmb.ca

1607 E. Hastings.
and childcare

Tchekwie
(Athabasca

Cree). Free,

the 1998 election (following the

oot amerenaum on ueber (C AV delegates back merger with CEP ...

As leaked Liberal strategy
documents revealed, Charest pursued
a strategy of provocation and

continued from page 6

Toronto, ON

Breaking the Silence:
People’s Tribunal & Assembly,
Justice for the Cuban Five, at

proposal. Since organizing the youthCAW is not affiliated to any party City Hall, Sept. 21-23. For full
was such a key objective, he askedsince former PresidentBuzz Hargrovejetails,

visit http://

intransigence towards the studenskilled trades and retirees; and 1why wasn't there a young workerwas expelled from the NDP for cgnadiannetworkoncuba.ca.
strike for months, hoping to create theepresentatives of industrial councilsposition on the new NEB? He addedadvocating strategic voting in the 2006

basis for a “law and order” campaign.where membership reflects a criticalthat havinga GBLTTQ representativefederal election.
On the eve of the election the Liberalmass in industries across the countrywould be a clear signal that the new The proposal will next be voted

Montreal, QC

message shifted to blackmail, A Constitutional Convention will Union wants to be inclusive andon by delegates to the cepPalestinians And Jews
threatening voters with catastrophe if1aPpen every 3 years. A Canadiamepresent the interests of all workersConvention in Quebec City, Oct. United, boycott/disinvestment/

the PQ won and called anothe

referendum. . - . .
On the other hand, pressure frcmﬁeglonal and Industrial Council CAW Convention.

the people’s forces, unleashed_asthofthe union in their areas of interestNDP will also be left to the
student struggle broadened into &

;council with delegates from eachlocalLewenza’s answer was that thel4-17. If the proposal is supportedsalm:'[ions :
will meet once a year. Each year bottproposal could not be amended at thishere, the two unions will call for a Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
founding convention of the New Israelishoe store"NAOT”, 3941

%onferences will shape the direction The question of affiliation with the Union in 2013. @

Only one delegate raised questiongjeliberations of the new union. The

picket, every

St-Denis Street.

popular movement, pushed the th

Roberto Moretton, 1947-2012

Roberto Moretton, a longtime taught. He had a keen understandingack breaking work to build th
supporter of the working class presspf politics, culture, history, music, art houses and buildings of
died suddenly in Toronto on Augustand was an artistic chef (here he dicexpanding Toronto. Over th
4th, at the age of 65. Friends,have a degree), a wine connoisseuntervening years Roberto work
relatives and comrades gatheredonand many other things. Antonioin many organisations, includin
week later to remember this Gramsci, the Italian Marxist, would the Gramsci Club (CPC); he becarpe
remarkable activist who touched sohave called him an ‘“organic chief steward and chief bargaini
many lives. intellectual’. Others may have calledagentat Delco (a chicken processihg

Roberto was born of parents inhima Renaissance Man’, for his manyplant), where he led a successjul
the ltalian anti-fascist resistance,interests and talents. strike and was an organizer on stff
and raised among battlefields “We remember him for his forthe UFCWU. For years now,
drenched in blood and bullets fromimmense generosity and solidarity.has been without formal politicdl
the First and Second World Wars.He was forever serving artistic mealsaffiliation, but he continued to figh
He knew the importance of peaceto his friends and he loved to engagend actively support peace afd
that only comes from achieving in conversation, whenever he couldvorking class principles an
social justice. take a break from serving the nexistruggles.”

As a young man, Robertodelicious course... Roberto saw As Kate said at the memorig},
immigrated to the U.S. He becameeverything with the eye of an artist.“Roberto was "bigger than life,” anfi
involved in movements such as theFood was art, gardening was art, heuite a memorable character. Hs
United Farmworkers, and marriedloved the poetry of Leonard Cohen,passing will leave a void in thi
the love of his life, Kate McGovern. the fun in the music of Louie Prima, world, but his humour and lif
He and Katie moved to Toronto, the high drama of opera... energy will continue to nourish thl
where he was soon active in many “Roberto did a lot of organising for lives of those he loved.”
working class causes. He remainegbrogressive causes. After solidarity The Editorial Board of People’
a powerful advocate of peace,work with the farm workers, he got Voice and the Central Executie
democracy, anti-fascism andinvolved in defending the rights of Committee of the Communist Parfy
socialism his entire life. Italian immigrants to Canada.of Canada extend our deepds

As his close friend Orlando Immigrants do the hardest jobs andcondolencesto Kate and her family,
Buonastella said at the memorialface obstacles and racism orandto Roberto’s family. He will b
“Roberto did not go to university, discrimination. When he himself camedeeply missed by his comrades ahd
but he was more cultured than mostn the early seventies, itwas the turn ofriends in our struggle for workin
university graduates. He was selfthe Italians, who were supposed to delass liberation® 1

ough he rose in support of theCEP is affiliated with the NDP. The

People'sVoice deadlines

October 1-15 issue: Thursday, Sept. 20
October 16-30 issue: Thursday, Oct. 4
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>
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How Much Is One Killer Airplane W orth? - Part 2

the amount of child supporta nondirector of Canada Without 73 per cent of on-reserve watemwhat poverty costs the rest of
custodial parent owes depends oRoverty told The Tyee Solutionssystems were atrisk. The price tagociety, and possible solutions to
their annual income (although aSociety via email. “Bombs or for bringing safe water to everypoverty.

In our previous issue, we
reprinted the first half of a
commentary by Katie

Hyslop, who réports on judge ultimately determines thebread, indeed.” reserve is $6.578 billion. “We were the only organization
youth a’nd education issues payment). For example, a father Still the AFN estimates that $169that looked annually at welfare
for The Tyee Solutions who makesan annualgrossincomsupport Aboriginal to $189 million more a year in incomes province by province, and
Society. Hyslop asks: what of $36,000 would likely have to federal spending would begin toat poverty profiles: who's in

alternafives could be 'found pay $327 per month in support forpeople retire unsafe reserve infrastructurgoverty, why are they in poverty,
for the $475 million to be one child. But if the mother is on like housing and roads. and what can we do about it,” the

spent on each of the sixty-  Welfare, that$327is deducted from The 2012 federal budget The $475 million price of one council's former chair, John Rook,
five F35 fighter jets which her monthly cheque as unearne@romised new support forwarplane wouldn’t close the told The Tyee Solutions Society.
the Harper Tory government INOMe, leaving her no furtherAboriginal Canadians, including infrastructure gap betweenThe federal governmentdismissed
proposes to purchase. Here ahead. _ a $275 million investment in reserves and non-AboriginalRook’s organization along with
is the second part of Before welfare reformsin 2002,Abor_|g|nal educatlon_. But communities. Butitwould almost se_veral similar adV|S(_)ry groups in
Hyslop’s article, which parents could keep up to $100 ofboriginal leaders have dismissecjouble Ottawa’s 2011-2012science and the environment. On
appears in full online at their monthly child support the number as insufficient to meelcommitment to its National First the money it will take to purchase
http://thetyee.ca/News/2012/ payments. lvanova would like tothe underfunded needs of CanadaNations Infrastructure Investmentone F-35, the National Council on
08/13/F35-Worth/ see that returned for the 13,76G@Aboriginal youth. _ Plan,which puts money inschoolsWelfare could have completed its
' single parent families on welfare An additional $475 million
as of June 2012: “If every single-would almost triple resources for
parent family has $100 a monthAboriginal education. But the : B s rysi -
Buoying the poorest exempt [from clawback] that Assembly of First Nations (AFN) ' Hroatechre ek
would be $16 million (per year).” points out that the price of one jet

Economist Iglika Ivanova spoke With $475 million, minus the $383 could also cover the one-time cos B
for almost everyone we recruitedmillion to buoy up monthly welfare of 38 of the 40 new schools neede: ik s il
for this article when she pointedpayments, we could support thapbn Aboriginal reserves (at an
outthe mismatch between the pricpayment for five years. average of $12.5 million each).
of the world’s most advanced The lifetime costs of one jet Or it could pay the $126 million -
production warplane, and the costould also ensure food security foannual cost of funding First '
of helping people through socialover 13,000 people on disabilityNations language education for " ;

¥

programs. In short, flying war assistance. While higher tharthree and a half years - bringing"?;ll'l

machines are a lot cheaper thaB.C.’s welfare rates, disability FirstNations language instruction
programs designed to help peopleassistance still falls below the low-up to the same level as public

Said Ivanova: “If you're going income cut-off line in most areasschool language programs. Ol
to actually look into reducing of the province after tax. A singlehow about funding primary
poverty, [$475 million] is a small person on disability receives justhealthcare (visits to family
amountfor the country asawhole.”$10,872 annually, not includingdoctors, nurse practitioners,
Butagain, it's anumber that couldGST/HST or carbon tax rebatespharmacists, etc.) for residents o
make a big difference to a provincepr any other benefits like Canadaemote Aboriginal communities?
says lvanova, who works for thePension Plan Disability Benefits. One foregone fighter plane would
B.C. office of the Canadian CentreSomeone on disability in B.C. whocover the entire cost of primary
for Policy Alternatives. It could, is able to work may earn up to arhealthcare for men, women anchouses, roads, and watemission well past the
forexample, increase welfare ratesdditional $800 per month, enougtthildrenin 70 of the nation’s mostinfrastructure for reserves, eithemuincentenary of the War of 1812,
inthis province for a year, by $200to put a single person just over theemote and isolated Aboriginalfor Ontario, Quebec and thesometime into the final quarter of
for individuals, $300 for couples poverty line in a city the size of communities for a year, with Atlantic provinces combined, or the 25th century.

without children, and $400 for Vancouver. But if you can’t work almost $180 million left over.  all the prairie provinces. “ “ltwas areally sad day when
couples and single people withor find a job, you have to make do It's not just doctors and new I heard the government wouldn’t
children. Equivalent to a monthlyon $906 a month for housing,schoolsthatruralandremotereserv&ﬁsf : decisi support something like
raise of between 32 and 42 peclothing, and food. are missing. Many are in need of NTOIMING decISIoON- [fighting] poverty, but they
cent, the extra generosity would One foregone F-35would coverother infrastructure from roads andmakers could do things like provide for
cost $383 million per year. $100 extra per month for 13,194bridges to basic housing. This was an airplane that’s going to do a

It won't bring individuals or people on disability assistance foapparentinthe mediafirestormearlier One of the smaller news itemsiot of damage in the world,”
families above the poverty line, 30 years. It wouldn’t be enough tothis year over Attawapiskat, a Firstduring coverage of the 2012Rook lamented. If he had $475
but lvanova says it's a start. “Whatpull them out of poverty, but it Nations reserve in northern Ontaridederal budget was the loss imillion to deploy, Rook would
that money would do for the mightallow for such small quality- where residents were forcedto live iraction of the National Council on not only restore the council’s
families, is increase theof-life improvements as betterovercrowded makeshift tents orWelfare. Created under a Liberakunding. He'd raise it, to pay for
embarrassingly low rates we havdood. And that’s just one jet.  dilapidated, mouldy housingwithoutfederal government in 1969, theresearch into how ideas like
now,” she told The Tyee Solutions  “Ifall 65 jets were not purchasedplumbing. An extreme case, butpoocouncil had a mandate to advisghose floated in New Democratic
Society. and those monies were insteadhfrastructure andovercrowdedlivingthe Ministry of Human Resourcesparty MP Tony Martin’s bill C-

The leftover funds could return spent on food security for the mostonditions are common on reservesnd Skills Development Canadas45, An Act to Eliminate
some money to single parents owulnerable, some 857,639 peoplecross the country. on the country’s social Poverty in Canada, could be
social assistance whose child almost equal to the number of As of last August, 118 First development, particularly povertyimplemented. (The bill, unlikely
support payments are now beingeople using food banks everyNations reserves were on boil-andlowincomes. Italso providedio become law, would require
clawed back through deductionsmonth - could be supported ovemwater orders, and the federah wealth of information to the government to create a national
in their monthly cheques. In B.C.,30 years,” Rob Rainer, executivegovernment’s own analysis foundpublic on provincial welfare rates, poverty reduction plan.p
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Every issue of PeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

United Nations officials have raised the alarm on a loomjng
global food crisis that threatens to leave millions starving.
A joint statement by three top UN agencies highlights a stfing
of issues that are leading to increasingly frequent problems. It
singles out poor people in countries which supply food to fthe
wealthy as among those most likely to starve.
The UN urged nations to “act urgently” to avoid the impact of
price shocks that created a global food crisis in 2007-8.
Wheat prices shot up by 25 per cent in July alone on the bagk of
drought-hit harvests in the US, Russia and across Africa.
The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, the Internatio
Fund for Agricultural Development and the World Food Progra
(WFP), said high food prices “are a symptom, not the disea

E

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
every p age—in every issue! | 15012 |
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