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governments hits hard at rural areas There IS an alternatlve and print journalists in the
and smaller cities which depend At a trade union conference hosted  vancouver region's Soufksian

heavily on social programs. Now by the Bolivian labour movement, media is out of work after
working people in GuelplOntario delegates call for a socialist interviewing a critic of India's

are oganizing to fight back.. alternative to the capitalist crisis. new Prime Minister Modi.

Organizing in Guelph

The austerity attack by business and

Silencing a critic

One of the most popular radio
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Citizens in Guelph fight the austerity agenda

PV Guelph Bureau with CUPW, pointed to the extremeTomorrow, the hard work continuesthe third tentative agreement.  effective on January 1, 2015. A cap
difficulties, such as covering 100aswe worktorepair the relationship  Cleary explained some details ofon blanked lieu time was set at 50
On August 6th, a group of km to pick up mail, that people in between city administrationand outhe new contract to th&uelph hours per calendar year, for all
concerned citizens in Guelph,Northern Ontario will face with full transit employees”. Tribune This includes wage employees. Dental and health
under the banner of SOS-Save Oumplementation of the community  The Mayor had tried to blameincreasesupto 6.8% overfouryeargenefits were maintained. The
Services, organized a public forummailboxes. He noted that Canadéransit workers for the lockout, passing from the current $26.49/higrievance resolution process was
aboutthe importance of defendingPost is the first postal company irand whip up anti-union sentiment.to $28.85/hrin June 30, 2017. Longenhanced, and a letter of
the quality of our social services.the world doing this. Inaddition, helt had some of the sameterm disability payments wereunderstanding will be also made
People’s Voice co-sponsored thissaid that the government’s agendaharacteristics as the strikes andeduced from 75% to 70% of salaryregarding working conditions
event, along with representativess privatization, breaking unions,lockouts in Windsor and Toronto,
of two unions defending the busand hiring temporary contractwhere the employers tried to creat
drivers and the postal workers ofworkers who don’treceive benefitsa big public crisis rather than
the city of Guelph: the orpensions. bargain. The fact that October 27
Amalgamated Transit Union Furthermore, postal workersis electionday in Ontario cities, no
(ATU) Local 1189, and the display a great deal of socialdoubtadded gasoline to the fire lit
Canadian Union of Postal Workersresponsibility, and they know theby the city and fanned by Mayor
(CUPW) Local 546. importance of their services forFarbridge.
the most vulnerable. It is important, however, to
“In Guelph, we have a goodstress the high degree of
number of elderly and disabledresponsibility displayed by Guelph
people that will have problemsbus drivers, amidst the pressure
after discontinuation of the door-fromthe employer. The ATU 1189
to-door service”, Sillers said. President declared that “We
“Postal workers feel proud of whatratified for the citizens of Guelph”,
hey do, and would like to see theafter 80% of members acceptec

Guelph SOS-Save Our Services to
fight job cuts and privatization

A significant outcome of the struggle against attacks on the
working class and their social services, such as those brought by
Canada Post workers and Guelph bus drivers, has been the response
of more and more Canadians. In Guelph, SOS-Save our Services
organisers carried out intense days of face-to-face conversations
with people to increase awareness, and to help empower the
citizenry. This led to the formation of a new collective group aiming
to defend our most basic social services. If this kind of example
spreads, the tasks set forward by CUPW, ATU and other unions
across Canada could be amplified through the unity of citizens in an
important network of social organizations.

Cutbacks hit small
cities, rural areas

In the current context of the
drive to the right and the loss of
jobs and public services, small

iti ural areas are sufferin . . g
cities and ontinuation of the service.

the most. Cutbacks in Crown

corporations, like Canada Post . .
the federal level, have severely ransit workers win

impacted the quality of service.new contract
But cutbacks don’tcome alone. In
2012 the government locked out In Guelph, local City
Canada Post workers, demandin@ouncillors and the Mayor, after
concessions such as two-tiesome initial negotiations, imposed
wages, benefitcuts, andincreasing lockout and demanded bus
the years of work neededto achieverivers accept concessions. Ong|
full pensions. more, the lockout was the tool
Shelley Sillers, President ofused by City Council to hamper
CUPW Local 546, was negotiations with the ATU Local
interviewed by People’s Voice, 1189. Speaking at the SOS
before the SOS-Save Our Servicefeeting, ATU President Andrew
event in Guelph. Sillers noted herCleary declared that “bus drivers
union “is active in many areas, inhad often been denied the mo

addition to the door-to-door basic human rights, such as th{*

b

_She lack of accessible washrooms
“working public phones, and a lunch roo

delivery
confirmed

campaign”.
that

conditions have hardened, in theat the (new) Guelph Central '

last years”, and at the same timeStation”.

Canadians have seen a Inaddition, schedules are tight
deterioration ofthe mailing system,and drivers have a very limited
by removing daily delivery, timeframetomeetthem.“Today’s
establishment of community attack on labour is about making
mailboxes and the sharp increasgoncessions, not about gains,
in postage prices on March 31st.Cleary said. “For us it’s not about

Regarding the community money but human dignity”.

mailboxes, Sillers pointed that“it ~ Cleary noted the importance of

The fightback in Guelph is part of the growing resistance by working people across Ontario.

is just a matter of time before thethis service to Guelph’s citizens,
end of door-to-door servicewho had been left high and dry by
reaches Guelph, as communityCouncil’s decision and its lack of
mailboxes already exist in Acton,social responsibility. Again,
Milton and Georgetown”. vulnerable people received the

In response to Canada Post'®iardest blow. The elderly and
declarations of poverty, Sillerspeople who relied on public
explained that “it is not true thattransportation had to seek
Canada Post lost money in 2012alternatives, often at much greate
and over the years they have beegost. Taxis were much busier
making money, they have beerduring the two-week long lock-

even renewing the machinery forout, and the streets had a much

mail sorting. Canada Post doesienser traffic than usual.
not need to run profits, there isno  Before finally securing an
need to turn millions of dollars acceptable contract, ATU 1189
overtothe governmentevery yearworkers twice voted to reject the
Taxpayers do not pay for CanadaCity’s concessions offers, and by
Post. As a public service andbigmargins. Inthe words of Clearyj
Crown company it just needs toto theGuelph Tribungbus drivers
serve the citizens”. “had been (through) a difficult
Sillers was accompanied byprocess, but ended up in a bette
Elaine McMurray, aretired postal place”. He said the language in thg
worker, and current President ofagreement was crucial, and tha
the Congress of Union Retirees ofwe’re on good footing with the
Canada, who stated that Canadgity and we can repair this
Postis undermining the employegelationship. All parties committed
pension plan, just as theto moving forward”.
government is doing with the The reaction of Mayor Karen
Canada Pension Plan. Farbridge in theGuelph Tribune

“By raising the (retirement) age seemed to hide the impacts creatgdy,

and not increasing the amountby her council’s decisions: “while
they've left many seniors in we expect to restore transit servic
precarious financial situations.in our community by Friday (Aug.
Never mind Freedom 55,” 8th), this isn't a celebration.
McMurray said. “Good luck Guelph’s transit riders and, in
retiring at 65. You may have toparticular, the working poor have
work longer than that.” endured a tremendous hardshi

GTA raids t arget immigrant workers

centre, | saw a small girl speakingpolicy. City Council hag
on the phone to her father througlpromised that undocument
More than 50 people werethe glass. They were both cryingpeople should feel safe, instepd
arrested on their way to work inThis is just so wrong. Why don’t they are being raided on the
the Greater Toronto Area (GTA)we give people immigration to work.”
' during the week of Aug. 11-15. status?” In a legal opinion released |n
The undocumented workerswere Over several days, immigrationJuly, the United Nations stated
ambushed by armed officers in &nforcement officers, along with that Canada’s system of indefinite
series of early morning sweepsToronto Police, some in Ministry detention is in violation o
They face separation from theirof Transportation vans, pulled overinternational laws an
families, indefinite detention, andundocumented day-laborers orconventions. The UN found that
deportation. their way to work under the guiseCanada’s system is arbitra
“This is an outrage,” insists of a traffic stop. Everyone in the unfair, and lacks a clear limit gn
Syed Hussan, organizer with Nocar was coerced into giving upthe length of detention, leading
Onelslllegal-Toronto, a migrant their IDs and many were detainedsome people to be detained for
justice advocacy group. “Why isat the Toronto Immigration over 10 years without chargg.
immigration enforcement Holding Centre at 385 Rexdale.Since the current federal
I'stopping people from going to The raids occurred in the Janegovernmentcame to power, oMer
F work and tearing them away fromwilson, Keele-Wilson and 85,000 migrants have begn
[their families? This is about Weston-401 areas. detained without charge or trigl.
spreading fear and forcing “It's clear that these raids are Suzanne Narain of the Japhe
hundreds of thousands ofrelyingon racial profilingto make Finch Action Against Povert
vulnerable undocumented peopleéhese immigration related arrests(JFAAP) adds, “Our commurj-
to work deeper in the shadowsAs such the legality of the raids isities are being targeted for being
just to be able to eat.” extremely questionable. CBSApoor, and for the colour of odr
Geraldine Ortiz, a family officers need to stop breaking theskin. We see too many cops, and
ember of one man picked up inaw and find something useful tonot enough services. Witholt
an August 14 raid adds, “My do rather than terrorizing migrantdecent jobs, people are forced to
F brother-in-law was waiting to get communities of colour,” adds work in these dangerous jobs|as
his papers in order. Now he’s inimmigration consultant Macdon- day labourers, just to put food ¢n
detention. We are hopeful thatheald Scott. “The involvement of the table. Immigration enforcg-
will getout, but so many families Toronto police should be con-ment and Toronto Police should
are frightened right now. While demned, this goes against the spirhe ashamed for tearing people
Dvisiting him at the detention of Toronto’s Sanctuary City away from their families.®

From No One Is lllegal

Leon Bouvier, aregional officer throughout this disruption.
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Kamloop s labour activist joins civic election race

Kamloops and District Labour proposal announced last May. charities, but they’'ve also shownfingers, hoping that the nextaction when and wherever
Council President Peter Kerekwill  “KGHM hoped that a couple significant vagueness around thgovernment in Victoria or Ottawa possible, including right here at
be seeking a seat on Kamloopsillion dollars in brochures, PR negative health and economiawill fix things, we need to take city council.”e
City Council this fall. The 41- staff, and charitable donationsimpacts of their proposals.”

year-old labour activist hopes thatvould have been enough to quell Among the current seven For more information, phone 250-819-5900,

other progressives will join himin the mine opponents and haveouncillors, only Tina Lange and or join Kerek’s Facebook page:

helping Kamloops become amoreeveryone accept Plan A. ThatDonovan Cavers have stated they

responsible community. didn’t work, so they’ve revealed oppose the mine development. As  www.facebook.com/pages/Elect-Peter-Kerek-for-
“This is a region that has greatPlan B, which will cost $800 Kerek says, “folks should be Kamloops-City-Council/681848835217146

potential for sustainable alarmed when something as big as

development,” says Kerek. “We the AJAX mine proposal arise

have strength in a diversity of and the majority of their city’s .

industries at our doorstep - mining J council can't seem to form an| KGHM AIAX a mine too CIOSQ

forestry, construction, agriculture,
tourism, education, healthcare

there’s no need to become a ong
trick pony and lose the economig
diversity that has thus far enableq
us to withstand the woes of crisig
capitalism.”

opinion based onthe evidence and

risk.” _ www.stopajaxmine.ca’home
Kerek graduated with a B.A. i L ,
from UBC in 1997, and then| The Kamloops Area Preservation Association (KAPA) is hot

received a Journalism degree fromp Opposed to any economic activity which conforms with the city’s
Thompson Rivers University in| promoted image as a healthy place in which to live, surroundgd by
2003. He refusesto place optimisnp a beautiful environment. KAPA is opposed to the location of [the
Kerek points to the AJAX S8 ahead of the facts. proposed KGHM Ajax copper/gold mine, a large part of which
copper mine proposal as an ide& - — “Glossy brochures and| would be within the Kamloops City limits.
that would forever change theKamloops City Council meaningless promises are n¢ KAPA isopposed to this massive development for the followjng
ecology of the Kamloops area. candidate Peter Kerek replacement for the dearth off reasons, and many more:
“First Nations people around information already available| - jt will be a huge, noisy, dusty open pit operation within 1.4
here lived sustainably off the landmillion more than Plan A, and thisabout the negative health| kjlometres of the nearest residences, and 2 kilometres from the
for thousands of years before thexew planis supposedtohelpreducempacts related to open pit| nearest elementary school.
arrlval ofthe Europeans. It's only alrE)orne toxins. . mining. We should never fo_rget - within six kilometres, downwind and downslope of the perimdter
in th(_a last c_ouplle hundred years “So,you mustwonde_r, dldtheyth_at multi-national corporations| tihe proposed Ajax mine are 8 elementary schools, 4 high scHools,
thgt. industries like forestry andnot know_howbadthe f':urpollutlonWlII. always place the needs of 4 senior citizen/Es residences, one hospital (Royal Inland), andi one
mining have appeared. It wouldwould be in Plan A until protestorstheir shareholders over the needsuniversity (Thompson Rivers)
be a terrible mistake to take suctpointed it out? Or, did they know of our community - it’s their : : L
: . . . .| -about90,000 people could be exposed to the toxic dust (contajining
arisky gamble on a developmentow bad it would be, but thoughtlegal obligation to their . : . I
that will have a permanentthat if they threw around enoughshareholders.” arsenic, Ie_ad, aluminum and much more)which willinevitably blow
negative effect on the landscapenoney, everyone would justjump Kerek also intends to support over the city. S .
while providing, at best, a short-for joy and accept the hush monefficiencies in transportation| - the use of 15 billion litres of water per year will create haze and fog
term, unsustainable, neutralthereby avoiding the much biggerinfrastructure, improved food | ©Ver the city, and could well increase the water table and |and
effect on the overall local expense of $800 million? security, and poverty reduction. | Slippage problems at Aberdeen.
economy.” “I don’t think it's hard to “Federal and provincial | - the devastating impact the mine would have on local ranchers,
Having listened to a variety of conclude that KGHM has no governments have been shirking some of whom have lived here for generations.
experts in the fields of economicsinterest in doing what's best fortheir responsibilities for the last| - the probability of long-term pollution of the Thompson River
and health, as well as those whiKamloops solongastheycancarr0 years and, increasingly| We believe that the long-term economic future of Kamlogps
have worked and continue toworkout their plans in the mostmunicipalities have been forced does not lie in the development of an open pit mine which, in 23
in the mining industry, Kerek is profitable way possible. They've to tidy up their failures. Thisis the| years, provided copper prices remain high, will close, leaying
decisively against the giant minebeen very crafty in their messagingunfortunate reality communities| behind a devastated landscape, a negative impact on airshed guality,
development. He’s alsowith elements of truthiness andacross the country face, and we a badly damaged tourism industry and ruined ranciers.
unimpressed with the revisedgenerosity around supportinglocashouldn’t keep crossing our

Council of Canadians says CET A deal will not survive public scrutiny

”

The Council of Canadians say=f rights,” remarked Barlow. take uptotwoyearsormore. That In sharp contrast, the which could impact the profits of
it is pleased that the Canada-EU Responding to the news, theprocess, according to various new€ommunist Party has stated bluntlyprivate corporations. CETA
trade deal, the ComprehensiveCouncil of Canadians alsowarnedeports, involves ratification by that“The Harper Tories are settingntroduces changes which escalate
Economic and Trade Agreementhat this text (and earlier versionghe 10 provincial legislatures (andthe stage for privatization of all previous giveaways, and adds new
(CETA), has seen the light of dayofit) should have been made publipossibly the three territorial public assets and services... Thisonditions of exploitation and
after German television showto give the public the appropriatelegislatures), the 751-membertrend will become virtually penetration of global capital into
Tagesschau provided the full texiamount of time to read it, discernEuropean Parliament, the EU’s 28instoppable with the signing of Canada.”
online. its contents and comment on itmember states, and the Europeasecretive deals such as the The NDP says it has long

“Throughout the process, thisfully. The whole CETA Commission. Implementation of Comprehensive Economic andmaintained that “Canada should
agreement and its devastatingiegotiation process has beeihe dealis scheduledformid-2016Trade Agreement (CETA) with have deeper economic relations
impacts have been kept lockedindemocratic, and has failed in Boththe NDP and Liberals havethe European Union, which aimswith the European Union... (but)

away from legislators and theterms of transparency. made public statements supportivéo prevent any future governmentunfortunately, Conservatives have
public, shielded fromademocratic Inother observations, the groupof the deal, while seeking detailsfrom adopting policies or laws kept Parliament and Canadians in
process. Finally, it comes to light,says the 25-page investor-state the dark throughout the

probably because people insection “appears to be a standard negotiations with talks conducted

Germany are fed up with theinvestor-state dispute settlement:  goioer o the g debiati Mulroney lied and we lost in secret and without any

secrecy andfed up with being takera three-person panel that would 4. nd nAFTA2I Humdreds of theusands of jobsl transparency.”

hostage by companies,” saysnake decisions rather than the L And the Liberals say, “We have

Maude Barlow, Council of mature court systems. This Y - been supportive of the deal from the
Canadians national chairperson.probably will not placate T start. Canadais a small country. The

The Harper government hasGermany.” | world economy is huge. And if we
celebrated the completion of the The 30-page procurement i want our middle class to be
agreement, setting a signing datsection “appears to give no : ,ﬂ&ﬁ": prosperous — which is the core of
of September 26. CETA'’s consideration to the numerous ' e ouragenda—having trade deals with
investor-state dispute settlemenCanadian municipalities that ) the world is absolutely essential....
provisions have been on the radarequested to be exempted from its “ET# is dija v all over again! :J‘I:.IF:':'-I‘. no, CETA is not at all like It's important to say this is a great

in Germany, where there isprovisions.”
opposition to them. They would The Council also warns that
allow corporations to sue countries'the EU language was adopted on
for lost profit. The Vattenfall resolution of pharmaceutical
decision, where a company suegbatent disputes. This will open the
Germany for pulling out of the flood gates to pharmaceutical controversial investor-state
nuclear industry, is fresh incompanies’ law suits. This will 2 dispute settlement mechanism in
Germany’s mind after the lengthen patentlengths and delay the deal and intellectual property
Fukushima nuclear accident. generics coming to market. In the rules that would increase the cost
“Obviously, the Harper end, this could severely increase of pharmaceutical drugs by billions
government is tone deaf when itpublic health care costs by $900 of dollars for provincial
comes to relations with Germanymillion to $1.7 billion.” governments across the country.”
and the growing opposition to Afterthe signing ceremony, the See www.canadians.org/blog/
CETA. We are committed to ratification process will include ceta-will-likely-be-signed-it-
working with the opposition in translation of the complex deal will-also-implode for more
Europe to kill this ‘corporate bill into 23 languages, which could information. e

step, but also we really need to start
seeing some details.”

This support, says the Council,
“comes despite the evident
inclusion of the highly
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EDIT ORIALS Israel deploys human shield

Sona case just scratches surface

While welcome, the guilty verdict against Tory slimeball Michgel

the popular vote. As the Council of Canadians points out, eleg
fraud was observed in 246 federal ridings, not just Guelph

i Lo e nesore e mesenotes. - Harper to deflect
non-Conservative voters in dozens of ridings, most likely using the U N ,S wa r C ri m e
charges

Conservative Party’s database. The Tories are widely suspec
using U.S. Republican-style voter suppression strategies.
The Un”Fair” Elections Act, which was adopted in June,

income earners, and makes it harder for the Chief Electoral Officer
to report on complaints from voters. The Act will be challengefl in
court, hopefully in time for the 2015 campaign.

Butthere are other hurdlesto electoral democracy, especially the
first-past-the-post system. Without some form of proportignal
representation, many voters have little incentive to even go tp the
polls. Just as important, the corporate media almost univergally
refuses to report on smaller political parties, making it difficultffor
voters even to learn about alternative candidates on their bal|ots.
Without serious reforms, the electoral system will remain hegvily

tilltedt.in fa\E)OL:(tqf the ruling tcla(ljss. Thgt’s nloctj a reason to téo oc';t Anti _WO m e n ag e n d a Of
Harper Tories seen at UN

Taking Medicare to court
participate in political and The United States said the

Believe it or not, Canadians may soon be at risk of losing OUPy Kimball Cariou economic activities.” “resolution should have contained
universal Medicare system. Canada’s federal government At the session, Canadaspecific references to sexual and

On September 8, alegal challenge to Medicare opens in a Byitishces sharp criticism for its positionsconsistently declined proposals taeproductive health services which
Columbia courtroom. The outcome could be the nightmare of afwaat sessions of the UN Human Rightstrengthen the resolution from... are crucial because the risk of
tier, US-style health care system. The challenge comes from Carjad@suncil dealing with sexual numerous states, including thepregnancy is also an important
leading health privatizer, Dr. Brian Day, owner of Vancouver's for-violence against women. annual resolution’s traditional co- possible outcome of rape.”
profit Cambie Surgery Centre. Launched in 2008, this case tafgets The episode reveals the antisponsors. Other international documents
legislation that limits the for-profit delivery of medically necessfryequality ideology of the Harper The ACPD notes that “The recognize the need for survivors
services, allegedly because these rules violate the Charter of Rightsries, even as they hypocriticallyconcerns raised by Canada’'sf violence to have access to
and Freedoms. Inreality, Day’s clinic often charges clients far morase Bill C-36 to pose as defenders dfaditional allies arose initially when emergency contraception, safe
than the cost of procedures carried out under Medicare. But th¢ case rights of women. Thatlegislation,Canada tabled a weak first draftabortion, and post-exposure
will almost certainly be appealed up to the Supreme Court. which the Tories claim is intendedwhich did not contain any referencesgrophylactics for HIV and other

Asthe B.C. Health Coalition warns, a victory for Day would ogpento protect women by banning theto sexual and reproductive rightssexually transmitted infections.
the gates to a US-style system, where private health insufangarchase of sexual services, actuallgnd health. States continued to Onnumerous occasions, South
through employers costs $16,000 for an average family of four,witbriminalizes sex workers while express disappointment in theAfrica raised with Canada its
a $2,000 deductible. The actual cost to Canada’s public Medjcaggoviding a tiny pittance to help process as Canada repeatedlyoncerns about the lack of
system for such a family is just $8,000, paid through taxes.| Thiiem leave the industry. disregarded their constructive“tangible interventions”to address
administration of our Medicare system takes just 1.3% of hgalth Despite its rhetoric, the Harperproposals.... which aimed toviolence against women in the
care costs, compared to 31% of health care spending in the U.Sgovernment stubbornly rejects themeaningfully integrate sexual andresolution.

This case is a serious threat to Canada'’s public health, edu¢atigrowing demands for a publicreproductive rights and health into  As aresult, only about 80 out of
and social programs. Carrying out the corporate-driven ausferityquiry into the murders and the text. Canada blatantly ignoredl93 United Nations member states
agenda, governments keep slashing spending, using the “crpateigappearance of hundreds opreviously agreed upon sexual ang¢o-sponsored the resolution,
crisis” strategy to attack the entire public sector. It's true thajouAboriginal women in recent reproductive  rights-related showing the Harper government’s
schools and hospitals are far from perfect, but scrapping universdécades. And while Harper keepsanguage, in favour of watered-growing isolation from the
access to health and education would only help the wealthy elite aide most virulently anti-choice down text.” international community, in
the big corporations. We join Health Coalitions across Canagla imembers of his caucus on a short The final text includes the contrasttoits single-minded focus
urging readers to help push back against Brian Day and his f¢lloiash (apparently fearing a voterecognition that “respecting andon pro-corporate investmentdeals.
privatizers, by demanding that governments put the health df theacklash), his government ispromoting sexual andreproductive The ACPD concludes, “itistime

people ahead of private profits. waging a stubborn fight againsthealth, and protecting and fulfilling for Canada to consider relin-
women'’s sexual and reproductivereproductive rights in accordancequishing its role of chair of this
rights on a global scale. with the Programme of Action of annual resolution should it con-
y One ofthe leading organizationsthe International Conference ontinue to block reference to effective
PEOPLE S VO’CE concerned with these issuesPopulation and Development, thestrategies to eliminate all forms of
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. Action Canada for Population andBeijing Platform for Action and violence against womens’
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 Development (ACPD), hasthe outcome documents of their — " — ————
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., participated in the UN sessionsreview conferences is a necessar S
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 As the ACPD reports, condition to achieve gender Renew |
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net “Governments and civil society equality and the empowerment of |
: tor this isst organizations are once againwomen.” It also calls on states tog tOd ayl I
Volunteers an_d contributors or_t IS |s_sue calling into question Canada’sreduce “barrierstowomen’s social
Dave Arland, Ed Bilwally Brooker, Miguel Figueroa, - leadership onthe Violence Againseconomic  and  political 1 Check your label I
Sam Hammond, T.J. Petrowski, Liz Rowley, Gurpreet Singh, Women (VAW) resolution at the empowerment, including byl |
andour mailersin Vancouver & Toronto. UN Human Rights Council.” promoting and protecting sexualj Please check the |
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerHassan Azimikor Atthe June 2014 session of theand reproductive health andl address label on the I
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, Council, Canada chaired thereproductive rights.” 1 front page to see if I
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman negotiations of a resolution titlted  But these references were th it's time to renew.

' ' ' 91" “Violence against women as aresult of efforts by countries suchl Subscribers who find I
barrier to women’s political and as France, Germany, Belgium] "2014/09/01" on their |
economic empowerment”. Denmark, Finland, Ireland,

LETTERS “Dueto Canada’s actions,” saysNetherlands, Norway, SwitzerlandI Iabe_ll,l fhor ex?hmp le, :

People 's Voice Welcomes your letl‘ers‘ We reserve the the ACPD, “Fhe final resolution and Uruguay. .Canada would n?.l bWI . ?\(;?]S eelr re
right 1o edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print | onceagainfailstoguaranteeaccessve voluntarily proposed eve subscriptions expl |
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal to a comprehensive package ofhese weakened versions ol with this issue, |
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" sexual and reproductive healthpreviously agreed upon languagej Sept. 1-15, 2014 I
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or information, goods and services Canada’s traditional aIIiesI o I
pvoice@telus.net to women and girls. This not onlydelivered a joint statement D_onlt miss a i

, . . . . represents a barrier to women’sxpressing deep concern regardin single copy -

People S Vglce artl.cles may be rep r:mted v.wthout he%lth, rights and well-being, butCaF;]ada’sgapprgach to facilgtatind!] renew today! |
permission provided the source is credited. also to their ability to freely consensus on the resolution. N\ e e == == = == = = ¢
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UJPO-Canada denounces the vmlence N Gaza

The following statement wasfrom hllltops Israel’'s action is far three ill-fated settler youth. Thef
issued on July 30 by the Unitedrom a “measured response” andvorld’s media don’t report the
Jewish People’s Order-Canada,continues a David and Goliathmany Palestinian children shotang
which has a long history of comparison. UN’s credible killed by the IDF. We have no
opposition to the anti-Palestinian allegations of Israel’'s probableknowledge of the hundreds of
policies of the Israeli state. responsibility for war crimes must children, reported in Palestinia

The United Jewish People’sbe investigated. media, who are taken from theirj
Order-Canada unequivocally For more than seven yearshomes by the IDF, often at 2:00
denounces the Israeli initiatedisrael’'s IDF (Israel Defense Force)a.m., jailed, and many tortured
violence which, with limits imports of food, fuel, Not all return to their families.
sophisticated rockets claimed tamedical necessities and staples, This is the background for the|  #
be aimed with precision atleaving half of the 1.8 million current bombings attributable to| |§
terrorists, has killed more thanGazans in calamitous Israel’'s occupation of Palestine
1,200 mostly innocent civilians, circumstances. It often refuses UNuntil it ends the situation will
including many children, and emergency aid into Gaza. Theendure.
injured about 6,000, while restriction of fuel imports limits ~ We join with the growing
Hamas’s detestable haphazarémergency hospital proceduresnumber of Jews, non-Jews an
rockets have killed three civilians.Gaza'’s traditional Mediterraneantheir organizations in calling for

Israel’'s commendable claim offishers have been shotatby Israel'ssrael to end the occupation b
not targeting civilian populations navy, even within the area agreedvithdrawing from Palestinian

that in Gaza, one of the world'sTravel restrictions between Gazeagainst Gaza which will |
most densely populated areasand the West Bank sever familyestablish a positive context in
civilians are packed into everyties in a culture where suchwhich negotiations to end the
possible space; even UNrelationships are traditional andhostilities can prevail and bring
designated schools, established farital. peace to the area resulting iry
safe shelter, are notimmune from In this context, a beleagueredpoth peoples governing
bombing. We condemn theoppressed people undergdhemselves in a collegial, &
response of those Israelis whaollective punishmentforawidelyinnovative and productive BE=

watch these bombings with gleereported kidnapping and killing of atmospheree Aug. 10 rally in Toronto against Israeli attack (Photo: Ed Bil)

The Siege of Detroit: A War of Black Urban Removal

the National Action Network,
Moratorium Now, and a host of
individuals, challenges Orr’s

This summer, the city of Detroit : —
has been embroiled inthe largestl " -
municipal bankruptcy in U.S. :
history. Major protests erupted "ﬂ" actions as a violation of residents
in July over plans to cut off water | : (L """ constitutional and contractual
to thousands of residents as parf] Z f m ' rights. A class action suit, launched
of a restructuring of civic debts. | by the NAACP Legal Defense
A complex bankruptcy trial was S THE 8 Turn on ; e Fund, says the cut-offs are racially
scheduled to begin on Aug. 21, EET A -1 the Vv T, : motivated . The private companies
after this issue went to press. i ] that have been empowered to act
for Detroit's Water and Sewage
Department “are basically
Caucasian companies,” said
attorney Alice Jennings. “The folks
who are being cut off are almost
one hundred percent African-
American.”

Andthatis, of course, the whole
point. The finance capitalists that
run this country would like to
disenfranchise the entire
population so that money could
exercise its exclusive “freedom of
political speech” and action,
about half the 32,000 eligible unimpeded. In order to generate
workers and retirees participated the least resistance, the model for
In reality, Detroit's pensioners ' urban corporate rule must be
were violated in broad daylight, Detroit has no such plans;ithasno The people of Detroit have noaggressions aimed at shrinkingcreated in Black America, just as
stripped of retirement protectionspower, and its citizens have narights that corporations and their‘chocolate cities” across theprivatization of public education
and forced to choose whether taneaningful vote - except, of servantsin governmentare boundation. What Katrina accom-was modeled in the inner cities.
die in poverty or an even morecourse, when given an ultimatumto respect. Indeed, the emergencplished through the sudden advenVhite folks won't care, and Black
extreme destitution. to endorse cuts to their ownmanager laws have been used tof flood, the corporate strategistsfolks don’t matter - certainly, it

Earlier this year, as part of thepensions. Detroit’'s electeddisenfranchise the residents ofn Michigan intend to achieve by doesn’'t matterto President Obama,
Shock and Awe of state-imposedbfficials cannot pass laws, andeverylargely Blackcity and schoolemergency dictator-ship, who has signed off on the every
bankruptcy, Orr threatened to cutollect a salary at the pleasure oflistrict in the state, encompassingprivatization and blatantly racistelement of the siege of Detroit
pensions by 26 percent, indefiancelictator Kevyn Orr, who is more than half the Black official barbarism. (and has been far more effective
of Michigan state constitutional answerable only to the ruling classpopulation of Michigan. (The Orr announced a 15-daythan George Bush in privatizing
protections. He was backed byas directly represented by thepeople of Michigan rejected the“pause” in water cut-offs - similar the public schools, as well).
federal bankruptcy court judgeFortune 500 clients of the law firm legislation in a referendum, butto a temporary “truce” in siege Most importantly, finance
Steven Rhodes, who has brushethat spawned him, Jones DayRepublican lawmakers simplywarfare - as much to give cover tocapital - Wall Street, the people
aside every objection from lesser(Orr's nominal boss, Gov. Rick passed a near-identical measurdankruptcy judge Rhodes whowho employ Kevyn Orr and his
non-corporate beings. Snyder, answers to the samas if nothing had happened.)  while no less bestial than theJones Day law firm - demands the

Rather than risk the loss of onepeople.) The 82 percent Black managing dictator, seems moreshrinkage of Black urban
quarter of an already meager The state-imposed emergencynetropolis is under siege, in thesensitive to public perceptions.populations as a prerequisite for
$20,000 ayear pension, 73 percenhanager is authorized to usurp thiMedieval sense of the term. JustUnited  Nations  experts full-scale investment in the cities.
of retirees and workers accepteghowers of the city - to act as aas ancient armies deprived towngondemned the shut-offs adJUrban assets are devalued by the
the lesser cut, plus an end to costictator - but he is not the city inunder siege of food and water, taconstituting “a violation of the mere presence oflarge numbers of
of-living increases. This was notany but the most technical,starve and thirst them intohuman right to water and otherBlack people, forthe simplereason
an election, but the cruelestlegalistic sense. For Orr to refer tassubmission, so Kevin Orr hasinternational human rights.” that mostwhite people continue to
coercion - a rape of the elderly,himself as “the city”is a sick hubris caused the Detroit Water andThousands demonstrated againsefuse to share space with African
who were forced not only to - a hustler lawyer invoking the Sewage Department to cut off tenshe cut-offs in downtown Detroit, Americans. Therefore, the
acquiesce to their own furtherroyal “We”. However, when the of thousands of residents, in arand others carried out direct‘chocolate cities” must go, as a
impoverishment, but to give upmedia describe Orr's decrees asscalating trajectory of system actions, blocking the vehicles ofcondition for urban “renaissance.”
the right to challenge the processactions by “the city” - knowing atically inflicted mass punishmentdisconnect crews. This is a fight against urban
in court. full well how Orr is despised in and pain designed to make life in  Two lawsuits have been filed toBlack expulsion and deportation.

Corporate media routinely Detroitgovernmentand the city atthe city unbearable for a hugehalt the water-torture. One, by thelf there is more than a whiff of the
ascribe such obscene assaults targe - they are liars, pure andproportion of the population.  Michigan Welfare Rights Third Reich in the connotation, it
“the city,” as in “the city’s plan to simple; co-conspirators in the This is a war against a BlackOrganization, the Peoples Wateis absolutely appropriate.
adjust its debts.” But the City of corporate crime. city, and a blueprint for future Board, the Michigan chapter of (www.blackagendareport.com)

P » — -Jl.:?ﬁm'rFP
MI'TI'.IT.I_:nJ

By Glen Ford

Like the rapist who insists his| &
victim “wanted it,” Detroit
emergency manager Kevyn Or
claims city retirees were
expressing “strong support for the
city’s planto adjustits debts” when
they voted to accept a 4.5 perce
cut in their meager pensions§
Corporate media echoed the staff
appointee’s interpretation of the
court-ordered ballot, in which
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Labour Day 2014: a new mood to resist!

There is a new mood in theplan for a major defeat of theTories to the corporate agenda iswitch from a hegemony of something, demands the concept
Canadian labour movement - thdederal Tories in 2015. so complete that in 2008, to kickbribery and concessions to ef a future alternative. If this
mood to resist. This was the The attack on workers whichoff the CETA negotiations, they hegemony of war and concept is not inherent in the
propellant at the May CLC ushered in almost thirty years ofco-hosted a meeting of Canadiarbrutalization. The attack on Gazastruggle, to what end and what
Convention, where incumbentrelative wage stagnationin Canadand European corporations to seand the revival of fascism in strategy are ourtactics formulated?
president Ken Georgetti waswas escalated after the 2008-09 We know where we’ve been, but
narrowly defeated, and arecession, as the corporate elit where are we going?
groundswell replaced the inertiaescalated their offensive and From June 30 to July 2 an
of rest with the demand for action.plundered wages, working important “Ant-Imperialist
The winner, Hassan Yussuff, wasconditions, government treasuries International Trade Union
successful after adopting the actiomnd public property to refinance Conference” was held in Bolivia,
program of Hassan Husseini andheir own coffers and maintain thei hosted by the Bolivian Workers
the “Take Back the CLC” super-profits. Under the guise of Central, the World Federation of
movement which captured themutual necessity, they re-tooleddown a “wish list” around which Ukraine are dress rehearsals fofrade Unions and the government
discontent that has been maturingheir manufacturing and replacedo formulate the content of theall of us. of Evo Morales. It was attended
for years. The defeat of Georgettitheir bank accounts at taxpayersgiveaway. Of course at the time Organized labour in Canada,by over 1000 delegates from every
moving Hassan Yussuff to theexpense, put thousands out ofhis was kept secret, but hasven after a ten percent decline irtorner of the world.
helm, the re-election of Barb Byerswork, forced concessionemerged through the revelationglensity since the 1970s, is still Theimpressive final Document
and Marie Clark Walker, and bargaining and escalated theof the Council of Canadians, thebetter situated than our Americarshould be studied. The following
adding prominent CUPW activist commaodification of human lives Canadian Centre for Policysisters and brothers to mounguote from Evo Morales sets the
Donald Lafleur, was the delegateand labour. Alternatives and several tradedefense and fight back. Our 32%tone for all of us: “l wantto propose
mandate for militant action. union research papers. CETA willorganized (17% in private sector) something that concerns the social

In Ontario, following the Faor effectively put the economic compared to the collapse of USmovements of this world: how can
dormancy of the Samuelsonyears a activities of all levels of labour to 12% (6% in private we, in a united fashion, confront
the OFL under the leadership of government under the control ofsector), gives us a bettercapitalism? | am convinced that

Labour Day 2014 Message

Central Executive Committee,
Communist Party of Canada

Sid Ryan displayed concretely Fighting transnational corporations,springboard if we do not allow ourwe must elaborate a new thesis to
what can be accomplished if laboul Labour governed by a corporate disputdeadership spectator status. save the planet, a doctrine in
takes the bull by the horns anc Movement mechanism residing outside the Labour has notyetattained unitysupport of life.”

implements independent political country, with more authority thanin the face of attack, but unity is The North American media do

action. There is no doubt that the -\Ij:'—"'“‘“"c”"“ Canadian courts and electedyrowing despite those who feeleverything in their power to

decisive defeat of the Hudak Tories el ot bodies. According to the clauseghreatened by it. Unity is not anobscure the vision of Evo Morales,
in the Ontario election was due in ;ﬂ in NAFTA, it will have to be abstract dream, but a concret¢he factthatourdilemmais global,
’_J revised to ensure a levelnecessitythatcan only be achievethat the attack on our labour
exploitation field. Say goodbye toaround program and mutual goalsmovementis part of a global attack,
Q} what'’s left of sovereignty. The very concept of “an injury to that resistance is seething, that
This is only the tip of the oneis an injury to all” is a political millions are fighting the same
iceberg, as the global corporateclass concept that extends ideodragon.
agenda applies its tactics to eaclogically beyond economics and The confrontation with capit-
movement. The blow struck by country in the quest for empire,plant floor issues. Itis a rejection ofalism is the socialist alternative.
Ontario labour will weaken the Preceding this attack, theled by the United States withnarrow “business trade unionism”.The harnessing of capital and its
whole anti-labour agenda.disastrous “Free Trade” agreeNATO as its military arm. The Itis a concept of social being that inultimate replacementis a necessity
Nevertheless labouris under siegenents led by NAFTA cost 557,000foreign policy of Canada becomesdts very nature must deal with sociafor the protection of habitat and
across the country. From the BJobs in manufacturing aloneincreasingly pro-war, reflected existence. In the here and now, thiiumanity’s advance to a higher
teachers to Québec municipabetween 2002 and 2013. Thedomestically by the attack onmeans it must deal with classevelfree fromwar, hunger, disease
workers to the Nova Scotia nursesgurrentand more dangerous CETAlemocratic institutions, social struggle, with recognition ofthe needand terror.
the pattern is the same. Theact with the European Union hagustice organizations, equityfor class struggle. The capitalists Solidarity and Unity to all
corporate sponsored attack orbeen stalled by elements in thegroups, environmental move-understand this very well. In theworkersin all countries this Labour
social programs, pensions,German Parliament balking at thements, and mostintense of all, thevords of the ridiculously wealthy Day 2014!e
education and Medicare is ancomplete corporate control andirade unions. To ensure theéWarren Buffet, “Of course thereis (For a copy of the final
assault on those who provide andlispute mechanismswithinit. Thiscontinued existence of aa class struggle and our class idocument from the “Anti-
defend those programs. Labouunfortunately is just a temporaryhistorically redundant capitalist winning it.” Imperialist International Trade
must notrestto relish success. Theespite. system, it is necessary to destroy The reality of the class struggle,Union Conference” e-mail your
Ontariofightback shouldbeagame The dedication of the Harperthe institutions of the people, andfor something and againstrequest tesh72645@gmail.cojn

The profits behind drone warfare

By T.J. Petrowski representatives by eliminating theand 2011. Dynamics, SAIC, Israel AerospaceSecurity and police services gre
media backlash caused by soldiers However, UAVs have Industries, and Textron Inc. increasingly using UAVs

The use of drones, orkilledin action. expanded far beyond Israel, with Theinfamous “Predator Drone” Homeland Security has sp€

unmanned aerial vehicles Modern UAV warfare was many Western weaponsthat President Obama loves tanorethan $200 millionon UAV

(UAVs), tomurder men, women, pioneered by Israel in its 1982manufacturers taking a slice of themake provocative jokes about isto patrolthe U.S.-Mexican bord

large part to the campaigning ancg,-ﬁ-
mobilization of the labour
movement. This was not just a
defeat for a political candidate,
but for the reactionary agenda o "
the “Right-to-work” pro-corporate

including American citizens,
continues to be a secretive an
highly controversial issue inthe
U.S. Despite the abundance o

$4,500,000.00

international law, less
examination has been given tc
the profit motivations behind
the use of drones, under the
pretext of the “War on Terror”,
by U.S. imperialism.

The manufacture and
maintenance of UAVs as well as

representatives than
conventional warfare, which has

public money into the private UAVs to monitor

offer the advantage tointimidate andcontrol PalestiniansBoeing, General

frequently been used to transfeinvasion of Lebanon, where it usednarket for themselves. The largesin 2012. On average, the U.Sinvestment for corporation
troop corporations that manufacturespends $4.8 billion annually onespecially in times of capitaligt
hands of the ruling class. UAVsmovements, and more recently tdJAVs or UAV technology are UAVs and UAV technology, and economic
Atomics itis expected to spend $23.9 billionexamination of the illegality an
corporations of continuing to in Gaza. Israel continuesto have &eronautical Systems Inc.,in the next five years.
profit from a permanent war controlling share in the market,Lockheed Martin, Northrop
economy during capitalist crises,responsible for 41% of the UAVs Grumman, AeroVironment Inc., U.S. is not strictly for the military; examination of the capitaligt
and to corporate political exportedworldwide between2001Prox Dynamics AS, Denel the Department for Homelandsystem itself.

manufactured by General Atomicsto prevent undocumente
for the U.S. Air Force for $4.5 immigrants from entering th
million each. Predator UAVs haveU.S. and to fight the “War o
beenusedincombatinthe Balkand)rugs.”

Irag, Libya, Somalia, Pakistan, Outside of the U.S. the UA

articles denouncing the Yemen, Afghanistan, andmarket is highly profitable foy
immorality and illegality of the elsewhere. The Hellfire missile corporations. The U.K. militar
use of drones under often attached to Predator UAVsspent $30 million on UAVs fro

manufactured by Lockheedthe Norwegian manufactur
Martin, costs on average around®’rox Dynamics AS; Northro
$110,000 each. Statistics collectedsrumman, an America
by various non-profit corporation, sold $1.2 billion i
organizations showthatthe almostAVs to South Korea; an
400 UAV strikesin Pakistan aloneGeneral Atomics sold $19
have cost $33 million to $44 million worth of UAVs to the
million, and killed between 2,000 United Arab Emirates.

_Jrno_ﬁwg

flight hour. General Atomics had vehicles to be used by navies
a revenue of almost $700 million War is a highly profitabl

crises. An

immorality of imperialist milita
The market for UAVs in the activities should start with

the systems used in UAV warfare and 3,000 people. The cost of Infact UAVs have become g0
are highly profitable to private flying time for both the Predator profitable that some corporatior]s,
corporations. UAVs are much and its $12 million successor, thesuch as Textron, have started to
less risky for their political Reaper, is $2,500 to $3,500 pedevelop unmanned underwater
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Why you should join the

Communist Party of Canada

Right across Canada, people are challenging the abuses
capitalism, and asking serious questions about how to mo
forward to a better world. Recent years have seen huge popu
struggles: protests against corporate trade sellouts, the Idle
More movement for indigenous sovereignty, the Québec stude
strike, mobilizations against fracking and tar sands exports
labour resistance against attacks by bosses and governmel
struggles for gender equality and against racism ang
homophobia, opposition to Canada’s role in imperalist war ¢ &
making, and much more. ‘

This fall, the Communist Party of Canada, which has &
proud record in many historic struggles against exploitatio
and oppression, is reaching out to all those who want to built
a stronger fightback. We urge you to join the party which fight:

Communist Parties throughout the
world and committed to
international, anti-imperialist,
working-class solidarity.

“In all of our political work -
whether in elections or in the
streets - the Communist Party
works to unite all of the progressive
forces - trade unions, farm
organizations, youth and student
organizations, associations of
intellectuals and professionals,
women’s organizations, senior
citizens organizations, and
cooperatives - into a democratic,
anti-monopoly, anti-imperialist
alliance that will be the basis for a
people’s government, led by the

Poverty, unemployment, “spontaneous” struggles will movements: trade unions,maximum discussion on policiesworking class, in which the
racism, war, sexism, enviro-always be limited in their Aboriginal solidarity, peace, and tactics - and it is centralist -Communist Party aspires to play
nmental degradation, homo-effectiveness - and will alwayswomen’sequality, LGBTQrights, carrying out decisions anda key role.” (From “Canada’s
phobia.... capitalism generateshave toberepeated - ifthey are nadnti-racism, national equality in campaignsinaunited manner. Thé&uture Is Socialism!”, Program

k

action for a socialist future!

crisis. connected to a unified movemeniCanada, students, anti-poverty, failCommunist Party is alsoof the Communist Party of
As people continue to strugglethat is oriented toward defeatingtaxation, electoral reform, internationalist, connected toCanada)
againstthese crises, more and moieapitalism. farmers...

are concluding thatthe systemitself " . - .
is rotten and needs to be changed e critical role of the procrawm: www.comm un_ISt pPa rty Ca
Itis time capitalism was replacedCommunist Party. The aim of the Communist Party (416)469-2446 info@cpc-pcc.ca
with a democratic, equitable and a of Canadaisto establish asociali e _ ——
sustainable system - with Theworking class needs to findsociety in Canada. The party stand
socialism. a clear path between the strugglér the victory of socialism
Such a change is possible, bufor immediate reforms and thethroughout the world. But thesel'
only through collective struggle. overall struggle for revolution. objectives cannot be achieved, of
Throughout the past decadesQtherwise, we will be stuck in aeven pursued, without a strong
there have been many moments igefensive struggle that it mustprogram. Ourprogram, “Canada’s
which we have witnessed the rapidegenerate and rebuild time andruture is Socialism!”, is based o :
growth of class struggle -time again. This is particularly our party’s collective experience ————— :
manifested in strikes, importantin the current conditionsin decades of struggle in all of th —
demonstrations, occupations,an@fgusterityponciesanddeepenind<ey progressive movements i No -(;w]haﬂ
many other forms. capitalist crisis. Canada, as well as on ou l to
Sometimes this struggle has No other political party or internationalism. Itprovidesaclea
been accompanied by a sharpena#iovementis positioned to providetactic for building the struggle for
anticapitalist analysis. However,the clear leadership necessary tgocialism.
throughout most of the post-WW2find such a path.
period of capitalist expansion the ORGANIZATION: :
fightback has not been able toHISTORY OF STRUGGLE: The Communist Party seeks ta
develop beyond a protestThe Communist Party has nineunite all people who have come tg
movement, even whendecades of experience inthe conviction that revolutionary
mobilizations have been large andrganizing, building and helping change is necessary. The party is
well-organized. to lead the most progressive partd/arxism-Leninistorganization. It | 558
Simply put, these of the labour and socialis democratic - promoting the| = 4

W 1
g

"Class-based and socialist internationalism”

capitalism is democratic or thatthe kind of society and communityguarantee that water and basiourselves forthe Battle of Ideas. A
there is such a thing as capitalisto which we aspire, a society inservices are human rights, whictBattle of Ideas that, as Comandante
democracy. However, a globalwhich use-value takes priority overrequires sovereignty over naturaFidel Castro points out, is not only
alternative, one as global as théhe exchange value imposed bynd energy resourcesthatarevitabout principles, theory,

Excerpts from thestatament
of the Anti-Imperialist Inter
national Trade Union

Conference, held June 30-

July 2July by the Central crisis we are now experiencing the market and capital. to social and labor rights. knowledge, culture, arguments,
Obrera Boliviana [Bolivian has not yet emerged... o Asoc_lallsm whe(e 'ghe meansof In or_derto guarantee social andesponses f_;md counter-responses,
Workers Central - COBJ, and We propose the coordlnat_lonprodqctlon are §OC|aI|z_ed thrqughle}b.or rlghts,_we must develop athe destryctlon oflles and diffusion
the World Federation of and cooperation of the workinga society in which ba$|c servicesyision that differs from capitalist of t_ruth; it must !nvolve concrete
Trade Unions [WFTU], with class and _of popul_ar sectors thaalong with labor rlght_s, are developme_nt._ actions and achievements...

’ are struggling to build socialism atguaranteed for everyone, inwhich The socialist outlook must be __

the support of the
Government of the
Plurinational State of Bolivia.

a national, regional and globaleveryone enjoys all oftheserightsinternationalist, an |
level. The crisis of capitalism brings internationalismthat, as Che noted
In order to achieve socialismwith it the need to maintain profit is based on the love of the peoples

unity of all revolutionary forces in workers. In almost every countryalliance ofthe workers’, campesing
The peoples of the world, anda popular anti-imperialist, anti-in the world, the retirement ageand indigenous movementtogethe
especially the popular sectors, areolonial and anti-capitalist front, has gone up, pensions have beemith all national liberation |
suffering the consequences of dased on an alliance of workersyreduced and health care has beenovements and all movements o
crisis of capitalism. Thisis a crisiscampesinos and indigenousprivatized and commodified. the oppressed across the globe th
unlike any we have seen before, peoples, an alliance of popular Obviously, the socialism to struggle for a world and a future
crisis that is both global andsectors. which we aspire recognizes thebased on peace and social justic
structural. A socialism that can only be struggles and aspirations of the This class-based and socialis.
It is a global crisis because,democratic, expanding the marginsvorking class throughout history.internationalism should be baseq
unlike previous crises of capitalismand limits of liberal democracy, We want a public, universal andon political education. If we want
in the 19th and 20th centuries, inan anti-imperialist and anti- mandatory system of socialtoconfrontcapitalisthegemonyinBolivian president Evo Morales
this capitalist world system thecolonial socialism that cansecurity for all countries, in the economic, political, cultural speaks at the Cochabamba
resistance movements are locallyevercome all forms of alienation addition to the lowering of the and mediasphere, we must prepam@eeting.
based but have yet to create ander capitalism, that emergesetirement age and an increase in
united front that could constitutefrom its roots in the working classpensions, since only in this way www.wftucentral.org
an alternative to capitalism. Theand indigenous and campesin@an the popular classes live with . - .
peoples of the world are movemegts, from the factpories,dignity a?teir)retirement. _https._//_portsw_lej.orgl20:_[4-07-22/ant|-
abandoning the belief thatfields and communities, to create  Our socialist project must imperialist-political-thesis-cochabamba
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¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

|ndia unions to unions around the world will in different fields of medicine. officials recorded 74 violations hazard of workplace violence and
demand decent work as part of théduring their 4 to 5 years training,registered involving 224 workers. push for Cal/OSHA to promulgate
launch protests STOP Precarious Work campaignthey work in differentgovernment ~ Bahrain prohibits all outdoor a comprehensive workplace

That date was chosen because thH®spitals and make up the majorityvork between midday and 4 pminviolence prevention standard for
Angered by afactories billbeingbillion-dollar company is of doctors in teaching hospitalsJuly and August to protect thehealthcare workers. The unions
brought forward by India’s central increasingly introducing Some doctors told the media thaworkforce from potentially fatal designed an online survey to hear
government and the Rajasthamrecarious forms of work at itsthe firings signal that the heat-related medical conditionsfrom healthcare workers about
state governments, the central tradeperations around the globe. government wants to kill the The highest number of violationstheir experiences and what they
unions, including the Bhartiya For instance, the Steelworkersteaching hospitals and the healtlwas recorded in the constructiomeed to be safe on the job.
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) which isunion at Rio Tinto subsidiary sector in general. sector. But the Ministry says that The results confirm what has
close to the ruling right-wing BJP Kennecott in Utah reported that Asone told the Premium Timesthere have been no fatalities obeen documented and reported
party, are organizing a massiveRio Tinto has adopted the practicenewspaper, “In our own teachingaccidents at worksites due to hedfor years: there is a prevalence of
agitation against the legislation. of reducing the workforce through hospital, about 90 per cent of thestroke and dehydration. Penaltiesvorkplace violence in the
A joint meeting presided by attrition and then replacing thedoctors are resident doctors, theréor violating the work ban include healthcare  industry, an
Congress-backed INTUC chief G.retiring workers with contractors. are few medical officers. So howfines ranging from BD500 to underreporting of incidents of
Sanjeeva Reddy expressed deep The unions are demanding thatan you sack 90 per cent of doctorBD1,000 ($1440 to $2880 Cdn). workplace violence, and a lack of

concern at the reported unilateraRio Tinto change its approach toin a hospital?” However, the Ministry has preventative measures around the
move to amend labour laws by aunions and recognize them as a approved special permits forhazard.

number of other state governments PM wants to several employers to carry out Eighty-five percent of
and by the Centre. e ~\ emergency work during the hoursrespondents reported seeing or

BMS General Secretary
Brajesh Upadhyay, Gurudas
Dasgupta of AITUC, Tapan Sen
of CITU, Harbhajan Singh of

strangle unionists of the ban, mainly in the electricalexperiencing a violent incident,
and road sectors, as long as thassault, or threatening behaviour

Swaziland’s Prime Minister workers are provided with theat work. Breaking down these
Barnabas Dlamini has proposediecessary shade and refreshmenitscidents, 86% identified the

HMS and R. Chandrashekhar that union leaders should beduring these schedules. violence as verbal (threats,
INTUC Vice President, were strangled when they return from Unlike previous years the banblaming, name-calling); 67%
among those who attended. It wap the US Africa Summit. is applicable to private houses anddentified emotional (bullying,

decided that a joint national
convention would be held in New
Delhi in the first week of
September to intensify the nation

According to a report in the domestic workers too, but ministrymanipulation, intimidation); 63%
Times of Swaziland newspaperjnspectors do nothave the authoritydentified physical (kicking,
the Prime Minister said that Tradeto enter homes and rely on peopl@unching, spitting, biting, pushing,
Union Congress of Swazilandto inform them of any violations. pulling, stabbing); and 27%

wide agitation. = General Secretary, Vincent identified sexual (harassment,
“The Rajasthan Assembly has ) Ncongwane and human rightsHeaith care stalking, unwanted contact). The
passed three amendments which, lawyer Sipho Gumedze, should be i frequency of workplace violence
in our view, are... Detrimental to strangled because they spokdangers In USA reported is staggering: 13%
the rights and livelihoods of the key stakeholderworthy of respectagainst his government in reported seeing or experiencing
working people atlarge. The wholeUntil that happens, “We want to Washington. The healthcare industry is oneworkplace violence atleast once a
process is aimed at weakening thpoke them in the eye and kick Swaziland is not a democracyof the most dangerous places talay; 16% 1-3 times a week; and
tripartite consultation theminthe shins,” stated CFMEUand all government ministers arevork in the United States.27% 1-3 times a month.

mechanism,” they said. Mining and Energy General directly appointed by King Mswati According to the Bureau of Labor  Half of the survey respondents
Secretary Andrew Vickers. I, sub-Saharan Africa’s last Statistics, healthcare and sociaindicated that fear of retaliation is

“Social dumping” absolute monarch. In June 2014assistance workers experience factor when it comes to whether
i Nigeria sacks SW&_\ZlIand lost its preferentialalmost 60 percent of the violentthey report incidents. Even more

by transport firms trading status under the US Africaassaults that happen in thepeople said suchreporting depends
16,000 doctors Growth Opportunities Act workplace. on the severity of the incident,

In Europe thousands of jobs in (AGOA) because of its appalling In 2012, the California Safe which speaks to the culture in the
the transport sector have been lost Nigeria’'s President, Goodluck human rights record. Care Standard campaign - cohealthcare industry that violence

because of social dumping.Jonathan, has ordered the firingof The Times reported thatsponsored by SEIU Local 121RNis “part of the job.” Others said
Transport companies haveall 16,000 resident doctors in theDlamini told the Parliament thatand SEIU Nurse Alliance of theydon'treportincidents because
founded companies in Bulgaria,country’s hospitals. An Aug. 13 the union leaders had gone tc€alifornia - began to educate,management doesn’t do anything
Slovenia, Slovakia, Poland, andmemo to the Ministry of Health Washington to discuss workers'mobilize, and organize around theabout the problem.
other countries. They hire driverssuspended all residency trainingights without first telling the
in those countries, who come toprogrammes. The Nigerian Medicalgovernment they were going. Hg
Belgium and the Netherlands forAssociation, NMA, of which the was reported as saying, “The
three up to nine months. They aréesident doctors are members, halgave your constituencies and d .
forced to live in their truck. been on strike since July 1. not even inform you where the Struggle column are from the
Furthermore, they are not paid The government says it wantsare going and once they come bag :
accordingtotherule)s/,and exigtingo study challenges facing theand you find out thatthey are fro Labour S tart WebSIte,
legislation about cabotage is nohealth sector. In the meantimeyour constituency you must www .labourst art.org
always respected. IKEA, well “letters oftermination of residency strangle them.”
known all over the world, is using training” will be issued to all ~ Swazi democracy activists are
these techniques: the transporgffected resident doctorsroutinely beaten and arrested by

Many items in our "Global Class

company they are working with in immediately. The memo directedpolice. In May 2010 Sipho Jele . .
Be|g?um)gndt};1eNether|agds,useihe management of all publicwas killed in custody by stat J0|n the Commun|st sf \
these technigues. IKEA has beetospitals to take necessaryforces. He had been arrested fdqr -

contacted b?/ both BTB/ABVV measures to restore full medicalwearing a T-shirt with the name of Party Of Canada i

(the Belgian trade union) and FNVcare. Hospitals will be allowed tothe banned political party] the communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of
Bondgenoten (the Dutch tradeemploy parttime doctors who mustPUDEMO written on it. fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociafsm.
union), but continuestodecline allbe of “good behaviour” and Dlamini has made violent| The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
responsibility. approved by the Minister of threats against political enemieg$ fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sojour

Health. Circulars issued in somebefore. In 2010 he said that h¢ members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp

RiO Tinto Day Of hospitals said thatthg salaries and/anteq to use “sipakt_:ltane’ strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our polfcies
allowances of the fired doctors(otherwise known as “bastinado” and Ieadershuci are set democratically by our members. To find out rpore
ACtion on OCt 7 will be _paid for one r_nonth i_n _Iieu a fo".n of torture that involves] @aboutCanada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
of notice. Ordmanly, striking flogging the _bare _soles of g Central Committee CPC
Union leaders from sevendoctors are not entitled to anyperson’sfeetwithaspiked woodef 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
countries where mining giant Riosalaries under Nigerian law. ~ or metal implement) on peopld  416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
Tinto is active came together at Jubril Abdullahi, President of who campaigned against hig
the United Steelworkersthe National Association of government. Parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
convention in August to discussResident Doctors (NARD) E?é%?ﬁ%ﬂ“ﬁé?c‘?“sﬁi?gﬁgﬁ‘) Tel: 619:232-7108
an upcoming global day of action.responded that the directive IsSBghrain firms Montreal, QC, H2V 468 o A e B, R2W 2M3
Representatives from unions atllegal, since several Acts Kb Email: pcgpcc@gmail.com Tel 438-338-8890r¢ ay: 504-586-7824
Rio Tinto in Australia, Canada, recognize residencies in Nigeria. |QJnOre wor an B.C. Committee CPC ,
France, Indonesia, South Africa, The NMA is demanding that g (.7382_%T;gg;%?;ggg;{jib\ésL 3t g;(t)irlgzgltf%e;fhcfvcze.,Toronto, M4K 1N6

the UK and the US met at thethe Ministry of Health formalize ~ More than 260 companies hav¢ Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446

convention in Las Vegas. Theyand implement proposals onviolated Bahrain’s summer work] Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC

form part of a global network of residency training. The union alsoban during July and August.] Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 aii]'mz'r‘]"%ﬁl"‘iéﬁgk%l5

unions at Rio Tinto, which earlier wants a uniform template on thelnspectors visited 14,532 sites an Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 L.\ 005-548-0586

this year launched a globalappointment of resident doctors,recorded 266 violations involving| S29a SPC Atlantic Region CPC

campaign against the company. and a funding framework for 652 workers since the ban camp calgary, AB, T2A 4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pre, NS, BOP 1M0
Participants discussed plans fofesidency training. into effect on July 1, said a Labouj saskatchewan cPc Tellfax: 902-542-7981

their global day of action against Resident doctors are trained taMinistry spokesperson. In the first\ Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca> )

Rio Tinto on October 7, when become specialists and consultantsvo weeks of August, ministry
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Colombia resumes persecution of Lililany Obando

Special to PV

US$400,000fine. Thiswas ratifiedher sentence. A staff strike in thepressure and uncertainty over th&now what it's like for a mother
by the Superior Court of BogotainJudiciary means that she isunresolved judicial case....
A human rights activist known October 2013. The decision of thecurrently stuck in a holding cell or

with young children to have to
“Since prison, the process ofleave them once again, even if

by many Canadians has beei€ourt noted that Liliany is a single bunker at the Fiscalia (Prosecutor'soming back to life has been aonly temporarily, to avoid putting
imprisoned yet again by themother of two children and could Office) in Paloquemao, Bogotacomplex as it was to get used taghem in danger. This second

Colombian government.

Solidarity with Colombia’s represent a risk to society...
Political Prisoners has sharply
condemned the latest jailing of
Liliany Obando, the renowned
Colombian trade unionist,
documentary filmmaker, academigm
and human rights defender Wh
was first taken into custody on -
August 8, 2008.
The INSCPP says that Oband(
“was one of 12 leftist political
figures named as part of a
offensive called "FARC-politica’
against the political opposition to
the Uribe and now Santosiy
governments. Thus begana 6-yeal’” id
long ordeal for Liliany Obando Liliany Oband
beginning in Buen Pastorwomen’s

serve the balance of her sentencwith extremely limited access for being denied my freedom. | lived,separation to protect lives, which
The International Network in in home detention as she did nofamily or lawyers’ visits.

like many others, with my family, | endured for a while, created
“Again, a trial by media has in a situation of unease andndescribable pain within my
been launched with misrep-solitude, broken by a few family....
resentations being made that she isnforgettable demonstrations of “My commitment and dream
facing a new charge of aggravatedolidarity, especially from abroad. of finding peace with social justice
‘rebellion’ - the catch all charge “Since I've regained my and building a new country,
thatis used to intimidate opponentfreedom | have carried on mywork,remain unchanged. And as a
of Colombia’s pariah gov trying to contribute what I can to female human rights activist, my
ernment.... the dream of a fair and peacefutommitment to revolutionary
“We call on all solidarity society, without forgetting those political militancy around
organisations to speak out againstvho remain behind bars. But mywomen’s issues has been
this new injustice against Liliany family and | carry on living as strengthened. The abuses faced
and other academics, humanrightperpetual hostages, threatenedyy women are anaffrontto human
campaigners and their families.” photographed and followed bydignity and in prison thousands
Earlier this year, the Justice forstate security and others... Therefwomen endure indifference and
Colombia website printed wasnotime forindividual or group invisibility.
Obando’s reflections on thetherapy which would help us to “This woman, who the
persecution she hasfaced, and heleal with this existence. Theirrational logic of war wanted to
life since her provisional release.problem of safety and risk to mysilence and bury, is now more

prison. Liliany spentalmost4years “Liliany’s family has suffered  As she wrote, “Over these twofamily because of my presence goalive and free than ever. Once
in prison until 1st March 2012 these torments along with heryears of provisional freedom I haveso difficult that | had to make aagain the revolutionary Phoenix
when she was put on provisionalTheir distress was heightenedried, not without difficulty, to drastic decision,toavoid myfamilyreturns from the ashes in our
release due to an “end of termsdramatically when on 5th Augustmove ahead with every area of myfrom being harassed. Few peoplstruggle..."®

determination and internationalshe was taken back into custody dife: political, as a human rights
pressure. While on provisionalthe same time lawyers wereactivist, as a mother, a daughter, a
release, the Criminal Court Judgemounting an appeal against astudent, a professional, etc. | was
9 sentenced Liliany Obando to 70varrant for her to be taken backgoing through the motions of a
months imprisonment plus ainto detention forthe remainder of normal’ life under the constant

For more information: www.inspp.org/news
www.justiceforcolombia.org/news/article/1624/
liliany-obando-a-political-prisoner-in-colombia

Commemorate Bhaag Singh’s martyrdom in a real sense

He was in the forefront of the against discriminatory and
campaign for the right to bring in draconian laws. Itis time that they/
their families. The Canadiancome together to challenge white
government back then did not letsupremacy that still exists in thig
South Asianimmigrants bring theircountry.
families, to discourage them from Bhaag Singh and the Ghada
permanent settlement. To achieveactivists believed in international
this goal, Indian immigrants weresolidarity and worked together
also disfranchised in 1907. with the socialists and

Bhaag Singh also supported theevolutionaries from other nations
cause of the Komagata MaruToday’'s community leaders must
passengers. He was arrested in thectively participate in campaigns
US for buying weapons for thoseagainst Israeli aggression in
aboard the vessel, with an idea oPalestine and the imperial design
engineering an armed revolt inofthe world powers. The systemid
India once they returned. In aracism against the indigenou .
nutshell, Bhaag Singh was apeoples in Canada and neo- c_)rmed n 1902, the Khalsa
targeted man and was assassinatedlonialism on their traditional Dl\_/van So_metypurchased and
activism. Those who assemble to weaken radical activism in thelands must also be questioned builtthe Sikh Gurdwaraat 1866
there believed in secularism and a South Asian community. South Asians. After all, the two WWest2nd Avenue, Vancouver.
just society. The Khalsa Deewaractivists established in 1913 in 100 years later, the struggle heommunities share a history oflnaugurated on January 19,
Society never discriminated North America to oppose racismstarted for social justice must becolonialism and racism. 1908, this was the first Sikh
against non-Sikhs, and leadersndthe British occupation of India.kept alive. The rights allimmigrant  Instead ofindulging in symbolic temple in North America.
belonging to other faith groupsBoth India and Canada werecommunities have received ovecommemorations of Bhaag
received equal respect. British colonies, and people likethe years must not be taken foSingh’s  martyrdom, the South Asian activists should pay

Bhaag Singh was shot inside thé8haag Singh (who had previouslygranted. Thanks to the radicacommunity gatekeepers shouldareal tribute to Bhai Bhaag Singh
temple by Bela Singh,agovernmenserved in the British army) activism of Bhaag Singh and hissupport initiatives such as Idle Noby showing support to the labour
spy. The shootout also claimed thenigrated to Canada as Britishcomrades, South Asians now havélore, a grassroots level movemeninovement, standing with striking
life of Badan Singh, who tried to subjects. They all believed in thethe right to vote and electoralofthe indigenous activists. Lastly,BC teachers and the Save Canada
stop the assassin. The tragedfairness of the British Empire. Butrepresentation in legislatures anan the occasion of Labour Day,Post campaigre
happened shortly after thetheyweresoondisillusionedwhenthe House of Commons. These
Komagata Maru episode. Thethe British Consulates refused taights are under severe attack from
Japanese vessel carrying over 30€ome to their aid in a situation ofa right-wing Conservative
South Asian passengers was forcecial violence. government, and political activism
toreturnunderaracistimmigration Men like Bhaag Singh realizedis strongly needed to oppose thes¢
law on July 23, 1914. The episodeghat the root cause of theirassaults.
led to a bloody conflict between thesufferings in North America was  Shamefully, the temple leaders
political activists and pro- “slavery” back home. As aresult,and the gatekeepers in the SikN
establishmentelements ofthe Soutthe Ghadar Party was formed tacommunity who use the name of
Asian community. These killings launch an armed rebellion againsthe Khalsa Deewan Society for
led to the assassination of Williamthe British Empire. Bhaag Singhtheir own survival continue to
Hopkinson, a controversialhad already encouraged formeignore these real issues.
immigration inspector, by Mewa Sikh soldiers to burn their medalsinterestingly, both the camps of

From Radical Desi
magazine (abridged)

This fall marks 100 years of the
martyrdom of Bhaag Singh, the
towering leader of the Sikh
community in Canada, who was
assassinated on Sept. 5, 1914.

Respectfully known as Bhai
Bhaag Singh within the local Sikh
community, he headed the Khalsi
Deewan Society, the oldest Sik
religious body formed by the
community elders to resist racis
and discriminatory immigration
policies. The Vancouver Sikh
temple governed by the body alsc

provided space for p0|itica|0|3haag Singh

m:
The October crisis of 1970

Singh, who was hanged in 1915and certificates to sever loyaltiesthe modernist and the orthodox
Hopkinson was widely blamed forwith the Empire. At a bonfire Sikhs are generally on the samg
the temple shootout by the politicalceremony organized in 1909, hepage, trying to outdo each other in
activists. Bela Singh was acquittecconsigned his own uniform andpleasing the establishment and
on the grounds of self-defence, butlischarge certificate to the flamesremaining silent over controversial
was later killed in India by the This was a very militant act of itsimmigration policies, such as Bill
revolutionaries. Bhaag Singh wadime, as the Sikh clergy in IndiaC-24 which empowers the
associated with the same networkvas largely pro-British. He authorities to take away
of revolutionaries who murderedstrongly believed in peoples’ unity citizenship.  Their  sharp
Bela Singh in 1933. and often asked the modernist anitleological fight has not only
Bhaag Singh openly supportedorthodox Sikhs to work togetherdivided the community, but also

When Quebec separatists kidnapped

a British diplomat and killed a Cluebec
minister, Prime Minister Trudeauy was
asked how far he'd go. “Jusl watch me"
e replisd. Then he invoked the War
Measures Act, put armed soldiers in
the streets, and arrested hundreds

a0, the threat proved exaggerated,
but Trudeau's "Just Society” lay in the
bitter ruins of panicked repression.

Y O O O O O B O I ]

1870; LK, diplomat James Cross was released unhurt,

the Ghadar Party, a group of radicalo fight against the power. the prospects of coming togethe

with no charges or bail. Most were et X
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Prominent journalist reveals
pressure to back India’ s PM Modi

essentially forcing him to resign. with sizable South Asian

Singh decided to go public communities.”

One of the best-known radioabout “the threat of an undeclared “I have no animosity against
and print journalists in British censorship in India and its impactmy former employer, who has
Columbia’s South Asian com- overseas.” always helped me in the past, firs
munity has resigned from his job  He points outthat Modi’'s Hindu by hiring me and allowing me
rather than bow to managemenhationalist Bhartiya Janata Partyfreedom on many occasions,” sayg
pressures to censor criticisms o{BJP) opposed the state ofSingh.“Buthow he hassuccumbed
India’s Prime Minister Nardendra emergency and media censorshifo such pressure now can only bg
Modi. imposed on India by the Congresxplained by him.

Gurpreet Singh had worked atparty in 1975, when Modi himself ~ “For me the bigger issue is a
Surrey-based Radio India for aboutvent underground to avoid arrestchallenge coming from fascist
13years, hosting a popular mornindronically, since Modiwas elected forces that are blatantly attacking
news and talk show with a widelast May with a majority in free expressionunderaright-wing
range of guests in both Punjabi anéarliament (but only about 30% ofgovernment. Allwe need is a strong
English. His is also a frequentthe popularvote), awave of attacksnitiative against fascism and the
contributor to the free Vancouveron free expression has begun. sophisticated ways it can muzzlé
weekly Georgia Straight, and to He gives anumber of examplesjndependent voices.”

People’s Voice. Earlier this year,including the arrests of 13 students Radical Desi held a meeting in
he led the initiative to begin in Kerala state, for mocking Modi Surrey on August 9, with
publication of Radical Desi, aincollege magazines.Inone casagpresentatives from progressive
monthly magazine which exploresstudents were arrested forgroups and media outlets. Among
issues from a left perspective.  including Modi in a list of themwas Tejinder Kaur, who said

But Gurpreet Singh’s “negative faces”, such as Adolfthat she was fired by a Punjab
employment at Radio India hasHitler, Osama Bin Laden, andradio station under similar
cometoanabruptend, inadisput&eorge W. Bush. In another, acircumstances.
with management over coveragéMarxistyouth activistwas arrested Many other groups expressec
of responses to the upcoming U.Sin August for allegedly defaming their support for initiatives to
visit by Modi. Modi on Facebook. defend free expression, including

As Singh explains in a Georgia Amocking comedy play namedthe Committee of Progressive
Straight commentary, “Modi was after the BJP’'s election sloganPakistani Canadians, East Indiafn
earlier denied entry by the U.S*Ache Din Aane Wale Hain” Defence Committee, Progressive
because of his government's(*Happy days are coming”) was Cultural Center, Communist Party
complicity in the anti-Muslim banned in Chandigarh, which isof Canada, Fraser Valley Peac
pogrom in the state of Gujarat inrepresented in parliamentby KironCouncil, Watan Magazine,
2002. Modi was chief minister of Kher, a film actor turned BJP MP.Rationalist Society, Aam Aadmi
Gujarat when police allowed As Singh writes, “Obviously, a Party, Chetna Association, and
thousands of Muslims to besense of fear and intimidationSouth Asian Review.
murdered by mobs led by Hinduprevails among the members of People’s Voice will report on
fundamentalistleaders. Followingcivil society in India due to thesefurther developments in our next
the change of guard in India aftelincidents. There is also a feelingssue. To read Gurpreet Singh’s
the last election, the U.S. is nowthat this may spill over to Canadafull commentary, visit
inviting Modi without caring for and the U.S., especially in areasvww.straight.come
concerns raised by human-rights
groups.”

The “Modi lobby” appears to
be pressuring the South Asia
mediain North America. A search
of such media outlets shows littl
criticism of the new PM, but

PV Vancouver Bureau

D

As Singh reports, “August 5 ... J¢
was my last day as news
broadcaster and talk-show hos
with Radio India. | was told by my
former employer that we shouldfi®
start endorsing Modi’s proposed
visit to the U.S. instead of giving
voice to anyone who opposes it.

“The provocation was my live
interview with the spokesman of
Sikhs For Justice, which hags;
launched a petition asking the U.Sf
governmentto cancel Modi’s visit.

| was told that Sikhs For Justice — =
supports a theocratic Sikh statd=rom left, Bram Mornson Danny Bakan Sharon Hampson and

and under no circumstances suchraith Nolan at Camp Naivelt. See "Music Notes" column at right.

groups should be given any king
of legitimacy.

“I do not agree with the agendd
of Sikhs For Justice and being &
secularist myself, | can neve
supportany kind of theocracy. But
being ajournalist, | was only trying
to give voice to a group that has
launched an initiative on a very

it

:1‘._"

Friday, August 29, 8 pm

pressing issue. 2R : » 3 "

“I had to explain that Modi's = _Lﬂ PE“# NHEStl"ﬁ
proposed visit is not just being _,Er:.‘} Centre For Soclalist Educatbon Yancouyes
opposed by Sikhs For Justice but = =% 06 Clark Drive (Clark and Gix prgzian st

other non-Sikh activists too. But 10 Enbry
allmy arguments fell on deaf ears m—— ) =
| was rather told that if | cannot do| About ¥ancouwers "La Trova Muesira
3' AL ron Muesira ks I_I'|I'-|l-\.l'\-|l'l_| al 20 ndividual trevadore=s win aFlginare

this, the nature of my duties can b
changed. | therefore adamantly
decidedto quit ratherthan continu@®re the keepers ol a musical bradwm which begon weth pioneers of the
Working there.” wermaoular snng La Trowva Kisesgra incorportes this trsditioninterplaying

Initially thinking that the

U aireess Latin Arverioo ancd o peshibe i Yaneouves These Droagadonos

maste and poedry AL is foundation ks the essence of & pogsdar culture n

incident might be related tol!ere Lt Raily sgdresslon.. il eXrshan Wity origine oo witllin L
Haen Adesliccn irmisedd noots) of Latin America

“internal conflicts” at the radio

station, Singh asked to have hig#"* hanges within the continesst of Latoy A bodae L Trowa Muesiry
employment terminated, but thqg' e
manager refused to fire him, [ plechiing tor a better workl

i expression ol the el

adlel b ddefimaedd as ercoirier botwern o . & goitar and poetry

NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Camp Naivelt celebrates Pete Seeger

Camp Naivelt, perched between a golf course and a conser
area on the Credit River just west of Toronto, has long beg
incubator for progressive, grassroots culture. The camp, run b
Toronto chapter of the United Jewish People’s Order, has be
this location since 1935. Over the years, it has nurtured po

hosted some of the most important progressive artists of our t
including Pete Seeger, Paul Robeson, Phil Ochs and Leon Ross
Cultural programming at Naivelt has always combined resped
the heritage of people’s culture with a determination to pas
torch to the next generation. Events at the camp this sur
demonstrate that this tradition is alive and well.

This writer had the opportunity to participate in a week of mus
activities at Camp Naivelt, culminating in three special events o
Civic Holiday weekend. It began with the annual week-long m
camp, led by two outstanding musician-educators: clarinettist M
Van De Ven and blues/folk singer Faith Nolan. Under their tutel
instrumental musicians and singers of all ages and levels
brought together to experience the joys of music-making
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musical groups like The Travellers and Sharon, Lois and Bram|,
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nurturing, non-competitive atmosphere. They showed their stiiff at

a joyous Saturday evening concert of klezmer music, folksong
other musical delights.

The next day, hundreds of visitors came to remember
Seeger. The ceremonies began with the annual Peace Tea, |
the lawn in front of the Lazowsky Centre (the camp’s hall). W

and

Pete

eld on
ter

and activist Ronnee Jaeger explained the origins of this apnual

event, which observes the anniversary of the 1945 bombir]
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Guest speaker George Auerbach, a
of New York City, paid tribute to that exemplary peace activist
teacher, Pete Seeger. Faith Nolan led a spirited singalong, joi
the end of her set by B.C. banjoist-folklorist Danny Bakan,

Sharon Hampson and Bram Morrison (of Sharon, Lois & Bram f
- see photo at left).

In the evening, the atmosphere inside the Lazowsky Centr
festive, as a capacity crowd assembled for the gala Pete
tribute. The hallwas decorated with flowers, banners, anda s
motif: dozens of cut-out banjos (template compliments of carto
and Naivelter Mike Constable), all uniquely painted by young
old, and symbolizing Seeger’s unconquerable justice-seeking
Performers included Toronto folk-revival trio Where Have All
Folksongs Gone?, Neil Sharp & Hugh Hunter (from the ne
Brampton Folk Club), Safety in Numbers (Naivelt's own commu
band), a trio consisting of trumpeter David Buchbinder, jazz pi
Dave Restivo and vocalist Roula Said, and the aforementioned
Nolan, Danny Bakan and Sharon & Bram.

As the concert drew to a close, Sharon & Bram led a singalo
“Kisses Sweeter Than Wine” and performed Sally Rogers’ eloq
1995 Seeger tribute “Pass Them On”, before stepping bac
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introducing arecording of an elderly Seeger singing his 1958 trioute

to departed friend John T. McManus: “To My Old Brown Ear
(Tomy old brown earth/And to my old blue sky/I now give these
few molecules of “I"/And you who sing/And you who stand near
| charge you not to cry). Following this poignant moment, all of
performers, accompanied by the camp children’s chorus, retu
to the stage to lead the house in rousing versions of “We
Overcome” and “Goodnight Irene”.

Met Opera unions fight cutbacks

Unions at New York’s Metropolitan Opera could be hitting

bricks any day now. Met General Manager Peter Gel
demanding that the opera’s workers accept a 17% cut in pa
benefits. He's threatening to impose a lockout and file
bankruptcy if the unions don’t cooperate with his plan to elimir
a $2.8 million deficit. Unions involved include the Americ
Guild of Musical Artists, AFM Local 802, and IATSE locals|
(carpenters & stage hands), 751 (ticket sellers), 764 (cos
shop workers), 794 (broadcast technicians), 798 (stylists) &
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(artists & designers). They charge the Met with bloated

management salaries and repeated cost overruns, citing G
pay and compensation ($1.8 million last year) and the $169
spent on painted poppies for a recent production of Borod
Prince Igor. Local 802 President Tino Gagliardi estimates
non-pay demands by management (i.e. health insurance &
rules) translate into actual cuts for orchestra members of 2
38%. At press time the dispute is in mediation. The Met's 2(
2015 season is scheduled to begin on Sept. 22, and its pd
HD simulcast series is scheduled to begin on Oct. 11.

Noteworthy new songs for Palestine
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Two of the finest radical English-language singer-songwriters have

contributed timely new songs in support of the struggle of Palesti
for peace and justice: Leon Rosselson’s The Ballad of Rivka
Mohammed and David Rovics’ Gaza (from his new album Falas
Habibti) can both be found on YouTube.
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Ontario teachers and education
workers face tough bargaining

anotherround of cuts. Mid-August  But the unity of teachers, OneCity community BBQ,
gatherings of the Elementary andeducational workers, students;Thursday, Aug. 28, 4:30-7:30
The passage of Bill 122 lastSecondary Teachers’ Federationparents, and the community carpm, at south end of Trout Lake,
April created a new two-tiered jeered and scoffed when thestopthe governmentfromitswaggoin the OneCity organizing
bargaining platform for Ontario’s Premier addressed them with hecuts and austerity. It's importantcommittee and City Council
teachers and educational workeramessage of austerity and cuts. to win Round One of this fight, candidate R.J. Aquino to help
Major money issues like wages Federation Presidents Sansince the nurses and healthcarbuild a strong network of people
will be bargained provincially, and Hammond (ETFO) and Paul Elliott workers are next. This is where thevho care about Vancouver.
local issues with local School(OSSTF) told media they don't pattern is set. La Trova Nuestra, evening of
Boards. For many, this seemed tovant a repeat of the struggle two Left out so far are the School| tin Americain music,

By Liz Rowley

Toronto, have distinguished

themselves by standing up to rightProtestNATO’s crimes!,  Sat.,
wing governments and refusing toAugust 30, 12 noon, Holland
implement devastating cuts. Thafark (King George Blvd. & Old
was ten years ago. But those ar¥ale Road, across from King

exactly the kind of Boards andGeorge Skytrain). Sponsored
Trustees we need today.

by Fraser Valley Peace Council,
604-940-0420.

Forum on Bill C-24 and
Harper’'s anti-immigrant
policies, Sat., Sept. 6, Noon-3
pm, Bombay Banquet Hall,
7475-135 St. Sponsored by
Radical Desi magazine, ph.
604-255-2041 for info.

Toronto, ON

Re-election kickoff for
Howard Kaplan, School
Trustee, Ward 5 TDSB,
Sunday, Sept. 7, 2-4 pm, 73
Gambello Cres. North York.
Meet the candidate, network
with friends, enjoy music and
treats. For info call Elizabeth
Hill, 416-654-7105.

15years:toolong, toowrong!
Demonstration to demand the
release of the Cuban Five,
Friday, Sept. 12,5:30-6:30 pm,
outside U.S. Consulate,
University Ave. and Armoury
St. Sponsored by Friends of
the Cuban Five-Toronto.

October 27 is election day in

Ontario, a good time to change the PeopleISVOice dead I i ne.js

September 16-30 issue: Thursday, Sept. 4
October 1-15 issue: Thursday, Sept. 18

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

eja vu all over again? Two
years ago, these teachers and
education workers rallied at
Queen's Park in Toronto
against the McGuinty Liberal
government's attacks. (PV
photo by Ed Bil)

be a step forward, since theyears ago, but their members wilBoards, the gate-keepers ofymission $10 8 pm, Friday
previous Tory governmentnotaccepta wage freeze. It was aducationin citiesandtownsacrosg\ug_ 29 and Sépt. 26’, Centré
taxing powers, while imposing government’s court to bargainthem have functioned as willing cjark Drive.
balanced budget legislation. Thefairly and prevent a strike or accomplicesinimposing austerity
purse strings, let's bargain wherecould be province-wide. timid, and some too anxious to be>dMMer break, 7 pm, Sunday,
the money is. The Premier is kidding herself“team players” for future political Sept. 28, Centre for Socialist
just been re-elected afterworkers have forgotten theirBoards, including those in 04-255-2041 for details.
campaigning on a budget thatitterness againstthe Liberals antHamilton, Windsor, Ottawa and
public wage freeze, along With
privatization of public services,
The Premier didn’t spend a lot of ﬂﬂﬁg@ﬂtﬁ%
time talking about these items al '
pension plan and a 10-yea
infrastructure plan. But the wage
composition of the Boards. We
core of the plan to pay for it all, [if
while corporate taxes will continue [ = who will fight for quality public
education, including good wages
provincial Tories are pressing forg
an 8% CIT rate.) = system, and a needs-based fundirjg
formula to deliver quality
workers are first up at the plate
with the Bill 115 contractimposed adult learners. It's a package
teachers’ working conditions are
McGuinty expiring at the end of
August. Bill 115 suspended free Quality education mattersto all o
us - now and in the future.
education sector two years aga
removing $2 billion from the autonomy and local democracy i
every city and community. That'’s
staff. That prompted massive
province-wide demonstrations we need them. The Boards mu
speak out for free collective
to resign, proroguing the
Legislature for almost six months. and educational workers, studen
and parents, who want th
Wynne, won last June’s election government to negotiate a de:i
by divorcing herself from Bill 115, just below the surface. It and let the teachers teach and t
promise “never again”. Wynne that anger. Some of the candidates wh
could easily have lost, if not for Wynne’s response through theshould be elected this time includ
Tories, and the right-wing NDP education funding was sealed, buelection in Toronto’s North York,
campaign. In fact, the Liberalthe funds inside could be movediuanita Burnett in Guelph, and
progressive than the other two. some of the funds for specialBrampton. They have good track
Now the Liberals’ teeth are education, capital funding, andrecords in their community of
education pie, to buttress wage$or good services. Take a good
and benefits instead. This offer tdook at your candidates and watch

stripped School Boards of theirpolite way to say the ball is in theOntario. For too long, too many ofsy .~ g cialist Education, 706
thinking was: the province has theworkplace action - which this time and cuts. Some Trustees are tob®t Film Night, returns after
Butthe Liberal government hasif she thinks teachers and educatiobenefits. Some Trustees andtducation, 706 ClarkDrive. Ph.
promised an across-the-board
and the sell-off of public assets ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ
ws
preferring to focus on a provincial W :
freeze and privatization is at the = Ji&
1!‘ ' need to elect progressive majoritie
to fall to a CIT rate of 10%. (The |8
and benefits for the workers in the
Teachers and educationg
education to Ontario’s children and
by former Liberal Premier Dalton
students’ learning conditions
collective bargaining in the |
School Boards embody loca
pockets of teachers and suppo
why they’re relevant, that's why
which eventually forced McGuinty
bargaining, and stand by teache
His successor, Kathleen
McGuinty and Bill 115, with the wouldn’t take much to rekindle support workers support.
the far right policies of the Hudak media was that the envelope foHoward Kaplan, running for re-
platform appeared much morearound. It was an invitation to useHarinder Pal Singh Hundal in
showing as they attempt to forceother under-funded pieces of theighting austerity, and standing up
rearrange the deck chairs on thavhatthey dointhe nextfewweeks.

News for

The epidemic
Copitirines to
spread

Greetings to People’ s
Social Forum

People’s Voice is pleased to bring greetings to a very important
meeting taking place August 21-24 in Ottawa. The People’s Social

people, not
for profits!

Have you sent
a donation for
our 2014 PV
Fund Drive?

Titanic was a trap to pit workers That's how you will know who to
against students and community.vote for by Octobere

a%

N/ \

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Fijve:

E-malil: president@whitehouse.gov

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

Forum (PSF) expects to attract 10,000 activists from across the
country and will host hundreds of workshops over a four-day
period. As the Forum itself says, “the PSF is an inclusive space that
must be occupied by all people and activist organizations convinced
that another Canada is not only possible, but above all, necessary”.

Springing from the “anti-globalization” struggles of the late
'90s, the “World Social Forum” has become a useful tool to bring
together the labour movement, Indigenous communities, feminists,
environmentalists, and youth and students to build unity in the
struggle against big business and their puppet austerity governments.
The PSF has also adopted the proud history of the 1935 “On-To-
Ottawa trek”, which set the stage to win unemployment insurance
soon after. The Communist press covered this historic event
extensively at that time, and we are proud to be a part of a meeting
that continues this tradition.

With the economic and environmental crises raging, and a
federal election next year, there is no better time for a mass meeting
like this. The recent mass mobilizations of social movements
(namely the Occupy movement, the Quebec Student Strike and Idle
No More), the decisive drift right of the principal party of social
democracy in Canada, and arenewed move towards labour militancy
(as seen in the recent elections at the CLC) will no doubt be
discussed in depth at the conference.

We wish all the attendees well in their learning, sharing and
building unity, in order to strengthen people’s struggles across
Canada. The future is oums!
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Hashtag genocide

Why Gaza fights back

By Ramzy Baroud, from the
Morning Star (UK)

My old family house in the
Nuseirat refugee camp in Gaza
was recently rebuilt by its new s
owner into a beautiful three-storey™
building with large windows | !
adorned by red frames. In Israel’s 1
most recent and deadliest war 0 | 1’
Gaza, the house sustaine¢d&
significant damage. A large holefi®s

h . . =y
caused by Israeli missiles can b
seen from afar, in a part of the 3 ]

N
0

SIEGE

house where our kitchen onceg
stood.

It seems that the original targe
was not my house, however, bu
that of our kindly neighbour, who
had spent his entire working life
toiling between manual jobs in
Israel and later in life as a caretake
for UN-operated schools in Gaza
The man’swhole life savings were
invested in his house, where severg™
families lived. After “warning”
rockets blew up part of his house,
several missiles pulverised the rest.

- % SRAEL] LJ

My entire neighbourhood waspreceded any rational thinkingwith its “security co-ordination” ready to surrender.

~ WHY AR
PALESTINAN LIVES
WORTH LESS TAAN

?;(:TCFEE' a1} I-:-_ < me ]

discourse was crumbling before
Gaza's steadfastness. Israeli
officials and media began to openly
call for genocide.

Middle East commentator
Jeremy Saltexplained: “The more
extreme of the extreme among the
zionists say out loud that the
Palestinians have to be wiped out
or at the very least driven into
Sinai,” he wrote, citing Moshe
Feiglin, the deputy speaker of the
Israeli Knesset, who called for “full
military conquest of the Gaza Strip
and the expulsion of its inhabitants.
They would be held in tent
encampments along the Sinai
border while their final destination
was decided. Those who continued
to resist would be exterminated.”

Israelicommentator Yochanan
Gordon flirted with genocide in
his article “When genocide is
permissible.” And Israeli politician
Ayelet Shaked advocated the
killing of the mothers of those who
resist and are killed by Israel.

“They should follow their sons.
Nothing would be more just. They

VES P

People's Voice photos by Ed Bil

also destroyed. | saw photos of thaibout life and the many choices iwith Israel, as Gaza suffered a Political analysts have beenshould go, as should the physical

wreckage-filled area by chance orhadto offer growing up in arefugeedraconian siege. There was

nadvising that Hamas has been at ifsouses in which they raised the

Facebook. The area where weamp and all the little kids of my question that after all the failedweakest following the downturn of snakes. Otherwise more little
played football as little kids was generation wanted to join theattempts at breaking the siege anthe Arab Spring, the loss of itssnakes are raised,” he wrote on

filled with holes left by missiles Fedayeen.
and shrapnel.
The shop where | used mybecoming much more limited thanout of the blockade.

allowance tobuy sweetswasblowrever before, even for my When Israel began

the growing isolation of Gaza, Egyptianalliesandthe dramatic shiffFacebook.
But options for Gazans areGazans had to find their own wayofits fortunesin Syriaand, naturally,

References to genocide and
Iran. The “Hamas is ready to fold” extermination and other

its theory was advanced by the logialevastatingly violentlanguage are

up. Even the graveyard where ougeneration. Since Israel besiegeéombardment campaign of Gazasurrounding the unity agreementho longer “claims”levied by Israeli
dead were meant to rest in peac&aza, with Egypt’s help and co-on July 6, and a day later with thebetween Hamas and Fatah - andritics but a loud and daily self-
was anything but peaceful. Signsordination, life for Gazans hasofficial launch of the so-called unity was seen largely as aindictment made by the Israelis
of war and destruction werebecome largely about mereOperation Protective Edge,concession by Hamas to Abbas'shemselves. The Israelis are losing

everywhere. survival.

My last visit there was about
two years ago. Underneath themassive ground for an Israeli
shady wall of my old house | caughtpopulation control experiment.
up with my old neighbours on theGazans were not allowed to
latest politics and the news of whoventure out, fish or farm, and those
was dead and who was still alivewho got even close to somg

One complained abouthis latestrbitrary ~ “buffer  zone,”
ailments, telling me that his sondetermined by the Israeli arm
Mahmoud had been killed as hewithin Gaza’'s own borders, were
had been a freedom fighter with ashot and often killed.
Palestinian resistance movement.| With time, the population of
couldn’t fathom the idea thatthe stripknew thattheywere aloney
Mahmoud, the child IrememberedThe short stint that broughtfs
as running around half-naked withMohammed Morsi to power in [
arunny nose, had become a fiercEgypt offered Gaza some hopg=s
fighterwith an automaticrifleready and a respite, but it soon endedis
to take on the Israeli army. ButthatThe siege, after the overthrow o
he was, and he was killed on dutyMorsi, became tighter than eveftis

Time changes everything. Timebefore.
has changed Gaza. But the strip The Palestinian leadership i
was never a passive place of peoplRamallah did very little to help
subsisting on handouts or aGaza. To ensure the demise d
pervasive sense of victimhood. Hamas, Mahmoud Abbas’s
Being a freedom fighter Palestinian Authority carried onk=
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followed by a ground invasion,
The strip has been turned into anay have seemed that Gaza wéas enjoy Western political backing hasbara, a propaganda scheme so

it Fatah movement, which continueccontrol of their decades-long

and monetary support. carefully knitted and implemented

The killing of three Israeli that many the world over were
settlersinthe occupied West BanKooled by it.
in late June was the opportunity Palestinians, those in Gaza in
for Israeli Prime Minister particular, were never blind to
Benjamin Netanyahu to test thelsrael’'s genocidalintentions. They
misleading theory on Hamas’sassembled theirresistance with the
weakened position. He launchedull knowledge that a fight for their
his war that eventually mountedvery survival awaited.
intoagenocide, hopingthatHamas Israel’'s so-called Protective
and other resistance groups woulddge is the final proof of Israel's
be forced to disarm or beunabashed face, that of genocide.
completely eradicated - aslt carried it out, this time paying
promised by various Israelilittle attention to the fact that the
officials. whole world was watching.

Butitdidn't. Fromtheveryfirst ~ Trending Twitter hashtags
days of the war it became clear thgvhich began with
resistance could not be defeatedtGazaUnderAttack, then
atleast not as easily as Netanyah#GazaResists, quickly morphed to
had expected. The more troops hgGazaHolocaust. The latter was
invested in the war on Gaza, thaised by many that never thought
more Israeli army casualtiesthey would dare make such
increased. comparisons.

Netanyahu’s response was to Gaza managed to keep Israel at
increase the price of Palestiniarbay in a battle of historic
resistance by inflicting as muchproportions. Once its children are
harm on Palestinian civilians asburied, it will once again rebuild
possible. He killed over 1,900, its defences for the next battle.
wounded nearly 10,000, a vast ForPalestiniansin Gaza, thisis
majority of whom were civilians, notabout mere resistance strategies
and destroyed numerous schooldyut their very survival.
mosques, hospitals and thousands Ramzy Baroud isa PhD scholar
of homes, thus sending hundredin people’s history at the
of thousands of people on the runUniversity of Exeter. His latest
Butwhere does one runwhenther@ook is My Father Was a Freedom
is nowhere to go? Fighter: Gaza’'s Untold Story

Israel's usual cautious political (Pluto Press, London®
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