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Stop the killings: put police under civilian control

i %& _"I-"[ I:' ‘ % - dl x '_ 3 =28  The July 27 killing of young Sammy
| 41 AL REIRVS _‘-n' Yatim with 9 police bullets followed by
FEgit o ERL S~ a Taser, is the latest in at least 20 police

A
— killings in Toronto where the first and

) e, ¢ &

. - ﬂ":. ~ . only response was shoot to kill.

rwhl “"h A ‘ Numerous coroners’ inquests since
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aseries of major public protests, murder
charges have now been laid against a
Toronto police officer.
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Enbridge job lies 7 Jobless rates

Enbridge - the same ewggr Why do governments and

corporation which uses fake maps Update from Gaza corp{)ratigns prefer to keep

of the west coast - has been caught PV supporter Kevin Neish is back in official unemployment rates at
lying again, this time by wildly Gaza, using his skills to help rebuild  around six percent® B.C. labour
exaggerating job creation figures the Palestinian infrastructure activist shares his thoughts on the

for its Northern Gateway pipeline. shattered by Israeli attacks. so-called "ideal" jobless levels.
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Tory bill threatens to outlaw UK union congress

From the Morning Star and activities such as leaflets andhe spending limits, they will be election campaigners. on writing a critique of a policy or
The Guardian, August 19 advertisements are regulated. committing a criminal offence... “The bill, then, redefines what sends it to the media will count...
2013 ’ ’ Under the proposed rules the “Eveninformallocalgroupswill counts as electioneering. At “Our democracy is too

TUC’s 2014 Congress, or abe caught up in the new rulespresent only materials andimportant to be closed down for
Plans for a new lobbying Bill nationaldemonstration, would notConcerned about fracking in youractivities obviously targeted ateveryone other than political
introduced by  Britain’s justtake the organisation over thevillage? Worried about proposalsshifting votes are capped. Butpartiesforayearbefore an election.
Conservative-Liberal Democratannual limit but each memberto close a hospital or build a roadanything that might change theThe government should withdraw
coalition government drew fierce union too, it said. Be very careful, you only have amind of a voter will count as parttwo of this bill. And ifit thinks
fire after it emerged they would TUC general secretary Francedimited ration of dissent in eachelection campaigning in future. If there is a problem that needs a
effectively criminalise nextyear’'s O’Grady said: “It's an open secretconstituency, and if you getyou are critical of a governmentlegislative solution then it should
TUC Congress. at Westminster that this rushedoverdrawn or even lose somepolicy in the year before anatleast make the effort to consult
The Trades Union CongressBill has nothing to do with cleaning receipts then you could face a policelection, that will count as electionwith others and build a cross-party,
(TUC) said that certain clauses irup lobbying or getting big money investigation. Are you acommunity campaigning. If you are active cross-civil society consensus. That
the government’s Transparency obut of politics. Instead itis a crudegroup that organises a series ofigainst racism then you could bevould be the best way to guarantee
Lobbying, non-Party Campaigning,and politically partisan attack onhustings but chooses to excludeampaigning against far-rightfreedom of speech while stopping
and Trade Union Administration Bill trade unions, particularly thoseextremist party candidates? Sorryparties. Staff time will be included, those with the biggest wallets
would outlaw many of its activities which affiliate to the Labour Party. you are now considered to besothe wages of anyone who work$éuying elections.®
- particularly organising its 2014 But it has been drawn so widely
annual conference or a nationathat its chilling effect will be to
demonstration in the 12 monthsshut down dissent for the year St I k t h t
before the 2015 general election. Ibefore an election. No organisation ee Wo r e rs u rn u ea
said the Bill makes three changes tthat criticises a government policy
the regulation of campaigning bywill be able to overdraw its limited 0 n To ro nto P I a za H Otel
non-party organisations in the yearation of dissent without fearing a
prior to a general election. visit from the police.” From Www.usw.ca Akhtar Chaudary is the father ofHudson to put pressure on Akhtar
First it would change the Government officials disputed ' ' Toronto Plaza Hotel boss ReharChaudary to bring a respectful
definition of what counts as the claims and insisted there was The United Steelworkers Chaudary, and has a significansettiement to this dispute,”
campaigning. At present onlyno risk of any campaigning being(USW) is taking a bold new financial interest in the hotel,” Since Rehan Chaudary acquired
activities which intend to influence banned under the Bill. approach in an effort to resolve aNeumann said. “Akhtar Chaudarythe hotel in 2009, workers have
an election result are regulated, But writing in The Guardian lengthy strike at the Toronto Plazacould act to end these workersreported deteriorating conditions.
butthe Billwould instead regulatenewspaper, O’Grady said, “ItisanHotel. On August 14, the unionstruggle but he has done nothingAlmost half of the hotel now serves
activity that may affect the resultopen secret around Westminsterepresenting 40 striking workersso far. Until he does, and untilas lodging to persons on public
of an election, which would that the proposals in this bill are daunched a new internet campaigmhese workers get a fair deal, we're@ssistance. In March of this year, a
severely limit an organisation’s highly partisan attack on tradein conjunction with LabourStart asking the publicto stop supportingoerson was found dead in one of
ability to criticise government union relations with the Labour Canadaurging consumersto avoi€haudary’s poultry operation bythe rooms, approximately two
policiesinthe run-upto an election party. But as leaders of charitiesBurnbrae Eggs until the workersnot buying Burnbrae eggs.” weeks after the time of death. On
The proposed legislation wouldchurches and faith groups returrget a fair deal. The Steelworkers recentlyMay 27 of this year, a fire broke
also reduce the spending limit forfrom their holidays, they are “Anybodywho has boughteggsorganized an online petition askingout at the hotel after a bed bug
third-party campaigners to starting to realise it could redefinelately will recognize the Burnbraethe public to appeal directly to extermination machine caughtfire.
390,000 pounds ($630,000 Cdn) activities they have alwaysname or some of their brands likenotel boss Rehan Chaudary to end Workers at the Toronto Plaza
including staff time and office regarded as being far above partpmega 3 and NatureEgg. But whathe strike. Hotel, predominantly visible
costs. Currently only the costs ofpolitics as election campaigning -they may notknowis that Burnbrae “We got over 1,700 signatures,minority women, many of whom
election-directed materials andand that if they fail to comply with buys eggs from egg operations albut still Rehan Chaudary won’t have worked for the hotel for over
over Canada and then packagesegotiate a fair deal,” said USW20 years, have been on strike since
them for sale under the BurnbraeStaff Representative MohammedMay 30 in an attempt to protect
. brands,” said USW National Baksh. “This new petition to theirmodestwages and conditions.
PV Walk'A'Thon ralSes over $3000 Director Ken Neumann. Burnbrae PresidenE[) Margaret The internet email campaign
) , ) ) “Chaudary Poultry, owned by Hudson takes a differentapproacitan be accessed at http://
The annual press fund drive for People’s Voice came to a rousing  akhtar Chaudary, is an importantthat we think will make the www.labourstartcampaigns.net/

conclusion on August 18, with the annual PV Walk-A-Thon  gypplier of eggs to Burnbrae.difference. We urge Margaretshow_campaign.cgi?c=1998
organized by our supporters in the Lower Fraser Club. Held at

Surrey’s Bear Creek Park for the last eleven years, the event has
raised a total of nearly $40,000 during that time. This year’s Walk-
A-Thon raised over $3000, largely through the efforts of Harjit

Daudharia, Krishna Syal, and Nazir Rizvi, who collected donations arpe r g Ove rn I I I e nt e n e rgy
from dozens of friends of the working class press. As well as the

usual delicious buffet lunch, the event featured revolutionary and I f h | I

traditional music performed by several talented local musicians. ru eS ace CO u rt C a e n g e
The Editorial Board of PV expresses our thanks to all those who
organized summer fundraising events for the fund drive, including

the Davenport Club’s successful annual BBQ in Toronto, and our
friends who held their Moncada Day picnic in Nanaimo, BC.

ForestEthics Advocacy andundermined the democratic rightsfor a chance to speak at hearings.
Donna Sinclair, represented byof all Canadians to speak to theThe NEB then decides who can
civil rights and constitutional issuesthatimpactthem,” explainedand cannot provide testimony. The
lawyer Clayton Ruby, are suingRuby. “Right now, they cannot NEB reservesforitselfthe right{o
the federal government over newquestion the development of theexclude anyone except for those
rules that restrict citizen tarsandsitself! We're challengingthat it considers to be “directly
participation in decisions about affected” by the proposed proje¢t.

the energy industry. Under the new rules enactged

The application calls for the by the Harper governmeni,
HARPER !

Federal Court of Canadato strike Donna Sinclair’s request
down provisions of the National submit a letter of comment at
Energy Board Act that upcoming hearings for th
unreasonably restrict public Enbridge Line 9b hearings In
comment on project proposals Toronto was denied. Sinclair |s
Also being challenged are ne an author, long-time member pf
rules created by the National the United Church of Canada ahd
Energy Board (NEB), which a feature writer for thé&Jnited
prevent any discussion of the Church Observer.
wisdom of tar sands developmen “Tightening the rules around
at the upcoming Enbridge Line public participation to the extent
9B hearings. the legislation and the NEB’s newthat any citizen of this countryj
The NEB regulates the oil, rules because they violateregardless of expertise o¢r
gas, andelectricityindustriesandundamental free speechgeographical location - cannpt
approves pipeline construction,guarantees enshrined in thesxpress their concerns is an
coal and uranium mining, Canadian Charter of Rights andextraordinary and profoundly
liquified natural gas projects, andFreedoms.” dangerous affront to o(r
tar sands development in Recentlegislative changes meademocracy. | love my countiy
Canada. Its decisions haveahat many Canadians withand my beliefs call on me fo
massive environmental andsomething to say about theseespect our environment. Thatis
health implications. projects will not have their chancewhy | chose to join this lawsuit,’
“Through legislative changesto be heard. The NEB now requiresays Sinclair.
snuck into last year's Omnibusthat anyone wanting to submit a For more information
Budget Bill C-38, the letterof commenttothe NEB mustwww.forestethics.org/lawsuit
Conservative government hasomplete a nine-page applicatiorbackgrounder®

Above, Walk-A-Thon organizers Harjit Daudharia, Gurcharan
Telewalia, and Krishna Syal, and below, one of the performances
with traditional instruments. Photos by K. Cariou.
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Thousands to meet for first Unifor convention

Also nominated will be CAW highlights of the convention, andlimits; when progress has beerthreatened by environment
Health Care Director Kathawe will continue to follow the replaced by arelentless race to thdegradation and climate change.

In one of the biggest labourFortier, for Ontario Director; struggles and debates of Uniforbottom. 6. We form Unifor as an act of
gatherings in Canadian history,Newfoundland and Labradormembers at this crucial time for 2. We form Unifor at a time hope that good jobs and economic
thousands of elected CAW andFederation of Labour Presidentworking people across Canadawhen our economy is beingprogress will still be won: that our
CEP delegateswillmeetin TorontoLana Payne, as Atlantic Director;But as the delegates arrive irhollowed, our democracy erodedworkplaces will become safer, our
over the Labour Day weekend forand CEP National Representativel oronto, we think it's useful to and when governments havdgobs more secure, our wages and

PV Commentary

the founding convention of Unifor. Scott Doherty as abandoned social benefits more rewarding and our
Canada’s newest union bringsWestern Director. progress in the name oflives at work defined by dignity
together over 300,000 members The new NEB will austerity. and respect.

3. WeformUniforat 7. We form Unifor in the
a time when too many determination that equality and
workers are struggling social justice will be achieved, that
to hang on to the hard-our young will have a brighter
won gains of the past, future and thatthrough our actions,
when the aspirations of our world will be made a different

in workplaces across the countryjnclude a total of five
to create what is described as “@uebec and Regional
force championing the rights of all Council Chairpersons,
working people.” eleven Industry Council
Unifor’'s founding convention Representatives, and
will be attended by a huge numbethree other designated

of observers and media, reflectingNEB positions, too many young people and better place.

the massive interest generated byepresenting Skilled u n I FO R have been battered; 8. We form Unifor in the
thisunique event. The proceeding§ rades, Retired when the future for too commitmentto fight for all of that,
will  be livestreamed at Workers , and many of our neighbours and more. And we form our union
www.newunionconvention.ca Racialized and is one of growing inthe determination to succeed.
allowing working people and Indigenous Workers. |- ¢ i | = 1 insecurityand declining 9. It is through Unifor that we
activists from across Canada to T% celebrate the LNE U n IOFI ||‘-' Synd ]cat quality c'[)}fllife. come together and become more
watch the debates and discussionaunch of Unifor, the 4. We form Unifor at than employees. It is through our
as they unfold in Toronto. union is hosting a free publicreprintthe principles contained ina time when the wealth we creatainion thatwe find our strength and

The trend in recent years forconcert at Nathan Philips Squarethe Preamble to the Constitutionis captured by a small and overbuild our power. It is through
labour organizations to include aStarting at 6:30 pm, Sunday, Septof the new union, since theseprivileged elite; when our jobs areUnifor that we express our
wide range of guest speakers willL, the concert will feature musicalprinciples reflect many of the outsourced and threatened; whenommon goals, supporteach other,
continue at the Unifor founding. acts from across Canada, includingssues facing the entire workingwork has become precarious andnd develop lasting bonds of
The practise continues to generat8tars, Les Colocs, Blackie and thelass movement: when our rights and well-being atfriendship and solidarity. It is
controversy, with many delegatesRodeo Kings, Sister Says and DJ 1. We form Unifor at atime that work are in jeopardy. through Unifor that we protect and
pointing out that such big-nameHedspin. is both troubling and critical; a 5. We form Unifor at a time advance our interests and build
invited guests use up time which In our Sept. 16-30 issue,time when the power of whenourworldisrocked by socialour capacity to act for ourselves
could otherwise be devoted toPeople’s Voice will report on the corporations and bankers has napheaval and our very planet isand with otherse
more extensive floor debates over
resolutions and strategy
documents. This time around, ° ° ° ° °
guest speakers will include best—M t b N D P p g f I t h k
selling author/activist Naomi anl O a Im OSI n un al r Sa es ax I e
Klein, comedian Mary Walsh and
many others. WINNIPEG - Manitoba Tory the sales tax hike. attack onworking people. Because The labour movement today,

Earlier this summer, CAW MLAs are forcing the legislature  The Manitoba NDP itisaregressive tax, many workerdike the NDP itself, has changed
President Ken Lewenzato stay in session well into thegovernment needs to cancel thand the poor will be forced to join from the fighting movement that
announced that he will not seek summer, hoping to inscribe onsales tax hike or withdraw its the tens of thousands already usingreated medicare, a fairer society
nomination for president of theeveryone’s mind that the NDP isbudget bill. Working families food banks to feed their familiesand the creation of much of the
new union. Achieving the goalsresponsible foranunpopular salesleserve better. every month. They will be unable public sector itself, into something
and ambitions of Unifor is a long- tax hike, from 7 to 8 per cent. The  The law requiring a vote on theto provide other necessities andiearly indistinguishable from big
term effort and requires a newToriesdon'treally oppose the hike,sales tax hike which amounts tocomforts to their families. business.
generation of leadership to carry itso they are complaining that theabout 0.4% of Manitoba’s The Selinger NDP budget It is an important reason why
through, said Lewenza, whoNDP changed a law requiring aeconomy should be kept. It isreinforcesinequality, poverty andunion density in the private sector
recalled his own experiences as fublic referendum on the issue. wrong and immoral to promise economic decline, not fairness. Ithas plummeted by around half to
union activist. Nearly 200 people and groupsyoters the right to an opinion andis a budget that helps big business,7% in 30 years. Italso means that

“lwentfrom earningaminimum including the Communist Party, thenyank the rug outwhen electednot people. public sector workers are sitting
wage to a middle class wage whemade presentations at thdtisanimportantprincipletohave Representing big corporatetargets unless the private sector
| got a job at Chrysler,” said Legislature on the budget bill indemocratic control over interests, the Business Council ofinions find their old fighting spirit
Lewenza. “For my family, that July. Many pointed out that Manitoba’s economy. Manitoba campaigned for a salesind new ways to create a fair
meant we could consider buyingworkers, the poor and small The NDP’s idea that taxestax hike since 2011. The onlythingsociety.
our own house, buying a car,businesswillbearthe mainburderfcreate” a fair society is business wants to share with Ifthe NDP breaks the law on a
having independence. For tooof the tax. So far, the labourfundamentally flawed. Working workers is the provincial debt andtax referendum, then it will be
many families then, and now, that'smovement and the NDP are nopeople only gained socialthe cost of inadequate socialgasier for a Tory government to
still only a dream. And that's budging from the tax hike, which programs like medicare througheducation and jobs programs. wreak havoc.
unfair.” may lead many NDP supporters tastruggle. Secondly, it is a failure  The sales tax hike also deals a Instead of bowing down to big

CEP President Dave Coles willstay away from the polls in theof principle to not consider if a tax blow to small business and farmershusiness, the Selinger NDP still
also retire with the formation of next election, expected in one ofis fair or unfair. A progressive tax accelerating their demise. has a choice. It can continue to
Unifor, after expressing “full two years. is always based on the ability to The Manitoba Federation of prove its loyalty to the system of
confidence” in what he described The Manitoba Committee of pay. A sales tax is always unfairtoLabour endorsed the Busines®ig business domination that is
as a “dream team” of leadershiphe Communist Party has issuedhe poor, workers and smallCouncil’s idea for a sales tax hikemore unfair every year. Or it can

candidates being put forward tothe following statement, business. atits convention last year, but thisside with the large majority who
lead Unifor. demanding that the NDP cancel In fact, the sales tax hike is anonly shows that the labourwillsufferfromthe unfairtax hike.

Coles and Lewenza both movement continues to grow The first path creates setbacks
endorsed CAW Assistant to the closer to business interests on kefor workers; the second path leads
President Jerry Dias as the “Unity economic issues. to a fair societye

Team” nominee for President of
Unifor. The plan is to nominate
Dias and 24 other candidates as
slate to fill the 25 positions on the
new union’s National Executive
Board. According to the outgoing
leaders, this is the only time tha

Do not patronize IKEA in
Richmond or Coquitlam

On May 13, management atthe Richmond IKEA locked out nearly
; . 350 members of Teamsters 213. IKEA has shown a willingness to

the complete National Executive : S

Board will be presented ata Unifor break labour law, having been found in violation of Labour Code

. . : provisions preventing the use of replacement workers.
Cog\,&e\/r\]/tlosnea(‘:sr:tzlg?'i'reasurer The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five IKEA is not a franchised company. The Richmond and Coquitlam

Peter Kennedy will be the “Unity | J0in in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5th day!lKEAS are both owned by the parent company, whose owners are

: - i of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that hg FredBmong the wealthiest 100 families in the world.
-Srigrrgta?s-n?rlggéir?rr LI\J/IT(I:ff?él the Cuban Five: The issue is the imposition of a tiered wage structure. Despite the

Richmond location being highly profitable, management is seeking

Ouimet, current CEP Executive| g-mgaj: president@whitehouse.gov to impose significant wage cuts on the majority of its work force. Five
Vice President for Quebec, is thg on the web: http:/www.whitehouse.gov/contact years ago, the Teamsters fought the tiered wage structure and won.
nominee for Quebec Director off phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461 Tiered wage structures poison work sites, creating resentment
Unifor, and CEP Secretary-| Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House, between co-workers. They contribute to the part-timing of work, as
Treasure;hGaetlan I;/I(_el_nard tW il 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA management seeks to take advantage of the new, lower wage cate’gories.
?)?‘fsigg:eoveresegneg t%einrtlggrsz;tligz For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or Do not patronize either BC IKEA location until the dispute is

! www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca resolved to the satisfaction of the Teamsters and its IKEA members.

of the two unions.
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EDIT ORIALS

Greetings to Unifor delegates

One of the most significant trade union gatheringsinrecenty
takes place in Toronto over the Labour Day weekend - the inau
convention of Unifor, bringing together some 300,000 membe
CAW and CEP into a new organization.

Free advice, according to a popular adage, is worth what you
That's certainly true for the counsel provided by Globe and

ea

is the best way to show real solidarity with low-wage worker
glibly claims.

race to the bottom. The preamble hits the mark by stressing th

unorganized, those with full-time jobs and the growing numiper
who face daily economic insecurity. Unity of all workers is nee
to turn back the corporate attack, and the success of Unifor w
measured by its ability to build such unity.

On this historic occasion, we send our warmest greetings
Unifor delegates, and express our confidence that the new unio
advance the interests of the working class across Canada!

e

Yes to public ownership

One of the last actions of the Communications, Energy
Paperworkers Union of Canada was to urge Ottawa to estab)
Crown Corporation in the telecommunications sector.

Congratulations are in order to the CEP for raising this prop¢s

an

benefits to Verizon, a giant US corporation that will take jgdbs
expertise and profits out of the country, why not setup a C

the surplus to the public?

It's a sad commentary on the Official Opposition that this conc
seen as “thinking outside the box.” Instead of encouraging
debateon the benefits of public ownership, the NDP leadership sfifle
any such discussion, even though (to give just one example) a
percentage of Canadians support public ownership of the eper
industry than those who voted NDP in the most recent federal elefti

The “Canada Wireless” proposal raised by CEP deserves
support from the labour and people’s movements, as an impqrt
measure to help end the relentless gouging of consumers Ry
telecom monopolies.

It's also time to demand public ownership in other key sec
such as oil and gas, pharmaceuticals, banking and insuranc
Such highly profitable industries could become the material

environmental sustainability.

This is not a utopian idea; it's an urgent necessity of our ti
The private profit economy known as capitalism poses a dire thre
to the living standards of working people, but also to the very futur
of our planet. Simply put, human survival is too important to |
in the hands of the ultra-rich. Kudos to the CEP for helping td
stimulate debate on this important topic.
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Poverty:
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wealth we create is captured by a small and over-privileged efite”, thE other federal Experiment on native kids
and that “our rights and well-being at work are in jeopardy.”
These problems will not be solved by building “partnerships”
with the big corporations. Genuine economic and social proqregs
for working people does require partnership and cooperation|- *‘qu_r °
between public and private sector workers, the organized| and ;:\;;3 Letters to ﬂ!e Edltor

foat The Forgotten People in W ar-torn Afghanistan

N will

Ittook the National Geographic from touching British India. doctors with medicines and
Magazine’'s interest and expertise They live in an unforgiving teacherswould have accesstotheir
to expose the difficult situation of environment that challenges thevillages. Nothing happened. Inthe
the Kyrgyz nomads, who live people and their various kinds ofspring of 2012, the khan pleaded
ﬁlrecariously at above 14,000 feetivestock. The temperature canto President Hamid Karzai and

the Wakhan, a narrow panhandl@rop below freezing 340 days ofsome of his ministers for funds to
ﬁnortheasternAfghanistan.Theirthe year. Grass is slow to renewbuild a medical clinic, a couple
eadman is a 32-year-old khanThe closest town is a four-dayschoolsandaroad. Stillno decision
heir habitat is also known as thgourney by their four-footed to go ahead.

qttIePamirVaIIey.Inthelanguagefriends. While having difficult ~ Now consider the tragic health

'of these Sunni Muslims, whosurvival problems, they are notconditions that these people have

Rumber about 1,300, the placepoor. Their sheep, yaks, goats andeen enduring. The mortality rate
ame is Bam-e-Dunya (roof of thecamels are traded in order to securr women during childbirth is
world). Their restrictive domain commodities like flour from a 500 times that for the developed
esulted partly from action takentrader who visits them periodically. world. The death rate for children
uring the Communist revolution They depend mainly on horses anis the highest in the world; less
Russia, that of China in 1949,donkeys for transportation. than half live to their fifth birthday.

d treaties of 1873 and 1895 Their leaders have lobbiedDue to the impact of conditions
tween the British and Russiarseveral generations to get a roaduch as these, that must cause
mpires, to prevent tsarist Russideading to the outside world, sodepression, the opium addiction

rate runs up to 50%.

Consider the astronomical
amount of money spent on the
Afghan War since 2003, and one
has to wonder very seriously, why
no one in the NATO combined
forces or the Afghan government
has reacted to this humanitarian crisis
and actedtoassistthe Kyrgyz people.

They have debated the

nagassibility of moving to a more

redtospitable place in the former

nd ®oviet republic of Kyrgyzstan,
where the same language is spoken

+
"

Establish “Canada
Wireless” crown
corporation, says CEP

. The Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Ca
255 calling on the Harper government to rescind advantages offe
- Verizon Communications to set up as a fourth major carrier a
instead establish a Crown Corporation to fulfill this objective.
“When wireless “spectrum’ is a hot topic at summer barbecuemd there are ethnic ties, but they
you know the government’s telecommunications policy is a m¢ssdo not move. It's a case of “home
says CEP President Dave Coles, who is stepping down when Bsvhere you make it.”
union and the CAW meet on the Labour Day weekend in Tororto to
launch the 300,000-member Unifor. “To get out of a crisis|it'sRoy L. Piepenburg, Recipient of
important for a government to be able to think “outside the box| arttie Salvos Prelorentzos Peace
setting up a public Telco company would be a smart way to do justvard (1999), Edmonton, AB
that.”
“Instead of giving a slew of benefits to a gigantic US-ba
corporation that will take the jobs, expertise and profits out o
country, why not set up a Crown telecommunications company
will hire Canadians, build on this country’s impressive history in
sector and return the surplus to the public?” asks Coles.
“If the government is intent on providing consumers with a fo
major carrier in each market it should acquire one of the strug

tc
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Renew
today!
Check your label
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small telcos, reserve some of the available 700 MHz spectrum fpr ~ Please check the

public use and establish "Canada Wireless’ as a Crown Corporg tioF," address label on the

says Coles. . _ _ front page to see if
Such a move would not be as innovative as it may seem. In 20b7 it's time to renew.

the government of New Zealand bought a small Internet provider Subscribers who find

abidto strengthen the country’s telecommunications sector. Simflarly, "5013/09/01" on their

SaskTelis the leading communications provider in that province agd

it has led the way on many technological and service advancements. Iabe_l, for example,
“If Industry Canada Minister James Moore doesn'’t trust a upio will have their

leader’s opinion on setting up a Crown Corporation he can| cdll  subscriptions expire

\---------_I

conservative Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall to ask him aboutthe ~ with this issue,
many benefits of a public telecommunications operator,”says Qolgs. ~ Sept. 1-15, 2013
! Don’t miss a
. . I single copy -
Drop us a line: pvoice@telus.net @ renew today!
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Stop the killings! Legislate police to de-escalate
conflict! Put police under strict civilian control!

The killing of young Sammy police appear to be above th{ = H’ T ' T\
3 o 4 b &,

Yatim with 9 police bullets law, or outside of it, while the
followed by a Taser, is the latestinprovincial government stands by &8
at least 20 police killings in willfully oblivious. Thisis athreat &%
Toronto where the first and onlyto our civiland democraticrights, o I|
response was shoot to Kill. and to the well-being of each andgf . R =

Numerous coroners’ inquestsall of us. '
since 1994 have unanimously The Communist Party of |
recommended that police beCanada (Ontario) extends itg
trained in, and apply de-escalatiorsympathy to the family of Sammy
in situations such as theYatim, whose young life was
confrontation with Sammy Yatim tragically cut so short by lethal
on July 27th. This could be done apolice action, and government
the Ontario Police College,inaction.
operated by the Ontario We callon allthose concerned
government. about police killings and violence ;

But police services andto demand that governments anft WL SR
governments at all levels havecivilian boards must hold police E bs
ignored these inquestaccountable, individually and | - Sl -
recommendations, and as a resuttollectively, for their actions; and = A .
20 people have died - many ofmust regulate police services td -
them young, most suffering fromuniformly and consistently de- g B '
mental health issues, a majorityescalate conflict situations ¥ . j
from racialized communities. We demand the Toronto Policg ! Sz

Now that the Ontario Services Board: Several major demonstrations have been held in Toronto to protest police violence, including this

Ombudsman has announced & hold police to account for the oyg. 12 rally. On Aug. 19, Const. James Forcillo was charged with second-degree murder in the
systemic investigation into thekilling of Sammy Yatim by killing of Sammy Yatim. (PV photos by Ed Bil)
direction provided to police by demanding that Constable James

the Ministry of Community Forcillo be charged in his death

Safety and Correctional Services demand implementation of the
for de-escalating conflict, police recommendations of the “Saving
have reacted with open hostility,Lives: Alternatives to the Use of
and in at least one case, threatd.ethal Force by Police” report

’
Planet can’t afford
A Durham police officer was published in 2000 by the Urban Caplt allsm

caught comparing the Alliance on Race Relations, which

Ombudsman to Al-Qaeda onToronto Police Services declaredA federal election will take the tax would be replaced by amproblems thrown up by monopoly-
twitter, while Toronto Police it would implement more than 10place on Sept. 7 in Australia Emissions Trading Scheme (ETSHdominated markets is warranted
Association President Mike years ago. One of the big. issues in the " in mid-2014 is not the fulfilment but that's not what he was
McCormack (son of a former We further demand the campaign is climate change of an ambitious program to tacklecomplaining about. The one-liner
Toronto Police Chief) has ledProvincial Government: which is having a serious ' emissions. It's a piece of political contains the disturbingly ignorant
the way with public attacks on* introduce a consistent andimpact on the country. The opportunism that will appeal to thought that “what you can’t see
both the Ombudsman and thestandardized set of regulationqco“owing commentary. is by the corporate sector. can’t hurt you”.
Ontario Federation of Labourgoverning policeforcesacrossth%ob Briton. leader of the Europe’s carbon price - the Abbott’s Direct Action Plan is
which supports the investigation.province, to de-escalate ConﬂiCtCOmmunis’t Party of markettowhich Australia’swould a return to the largely voluntary
This hostility begs the question:situations using the recom-astralia be linked - is currently about $6gesturestrotted out under Howard.
Are police above the law? Whomendations of the “Saving Lives: ' pertonne. Rudd hopesto neutralisblone of the authorities on the issue
are police accountable to? AndAlternatives to the Use of Lethal A new study has demonstratectriticism that Australia’s carbon believe it will deliver even the
who should hold them to accountorce by Police” Report that the rapid thawing of price of $24 per tonne is toovery weak current carbon
July also marked the 3rd* enact legislation to put police permafrostinthe East Siberian Iceonerous on local business. Themissions reduction target of 5
anniversary of the largest massinder public civilian control in Shelfhas already led to the releastact that the worst polluters in thepercent of 2000 levels by 2020.
arrest in Canadian history, withevery Ontario jurisdiction, and of huge volumes of methane - acountry were given exemptionsHe is trying to keep hip-pocket
the arrest, detention, kettling andprovide these bodies with the teetlparticularly troublesome and compensation did not bluntvoters onside with promises to
“caging” of 1,100 demonstratorsto enforce real civilian controls in greenhouse gas. Warming seas athe attacks from big businessmaintain the carbon tax
at the G20 protests in Toronto,Ontario. @ also giving off the gas from determined to squeeze every centompensation established under
during three days of martiallawin - Issued by the Ontario previously frozen reservesof profit from their Australian Gillard while axing the tax and
the city. Executive, Communist Party ofestimated to contain 50 million operations. Theywon the “debate’scuttling the ETS. He says he is so
The common thread is thatCanada (Ontario), August 2013 tonnes. The journdllatureused carried on above the heads of theommitted to this that if the
the method deployed in the Britishpublic. Coalition doesn't gain control of
Stern review several years ago to Having tasted blood, corporatethe Senate and his measures are
calculate that the pivotalinterests are keen to press on tthwarted in the Upper House, that
temperaturerise of 2degreesaboveirther “victories”. Energy he will call a double dissolution
pre-industrial levels will be with Australia and Origin Energy wantelection on the question. We'll
us by 2035, not 2040. The damageeductions to the Renewablesee, butthe determinationtofiddle
bill from rising sea levels, stormsEnergy Target of 20 percent ofwhile the environment is burning
and heat is estimated to reach $68nergy from renewable sources bghould be well and truly noted.
trillion or about 80 percent of the 2020. They say the move to the Solutions are too slow in
entire global economy last year. ETS will make investmentinwind coming. Heedless, profit-driven
The North Pole is now a power, for example, unattractive.capitalism is at the core of the
temporary lake. Temperatures inVind power firms smell arat.  climate change crisis but none of
the region are between one and Richard Farrell of Infigen was the major parliamentary players
three degrees above normal thiguoted ifThe Australian Financial are going to address that monster.
month. Permafrost in areas ofReviewthat profits are behind the A strong vote for the Greens at the
Antarctica is melting at ten timeslatest “concerns” by the traditional September 7 poll, particularly in
the historical average. Given theenergy companies. “The increas¢he Senate, could place a bit of a

l-&u;.

- - immensity of these challenges, yowf renewable energy with its freehandbrake on the worst of the
Charges JUSt first step’ says OFL would think the corporate mediafuel drags down the averagedamaging legislationalready being
would be talking about little else. wholesale cost of energy, andoreshadowed by Labor and the
The Ontario Federation of Labour (OFL) has responded to news that [ Election campaigns shouldreduces the profits for owners ofCoalition.
Constable James Forcillo will be charged with second degree murderin [ logically be dominated by coal-fired plantsandgasturbines,” But that's not enough.
the death of Sammy Yatim. discussion of programs for how tohe said. Technology is not the problem. It
“Laying murder charges against Constable Forcillo is only the | tackle thisthreattothe very future The performance of Australianis a problem of political will and
beginning of the justice process, itisn’t the end,” said OFL President Sid [  of life on Earth. You could think governments in response to théeadership. Until a strong alliance
Ryan. “Sammy Yatim was not just killed when Constable Forcillo [ that but you would be wrong.  climate emergency has beerof left and progressive forces is

opened fire, he was killed by a police response that failed him at every Kevin Rudd gave the first woeful. The “alternative” on offer built with powerful support in the
level. .R?a| justice requires full acfountab'“ty and substantial reform of | - indication of Labor's post-Gillard by the Coalition would be worse.community, the people of Australia
Ontario’s entire policing system. trajectory on climate change. TheOpposition leader Tony Abbott is will continue to be bystanders on

OFL Executive Vice-President Irwin Nanda asked, “Who was in
charge of the scene on that fatal night? Why didn’t officers try to de-
escalate the situation before responding with deadly force? Why wasn’t
the Mobile Crisis Unit called in? Why isn’t the officer who tasered
Sammy after he was shot being investigated? What charges will be laid
against the officers seen on video tampering with the crime scene by
kicking away bullet cartridges?”

Coalition [the alliance of right- a climate change denier despit¢he issue of climate change and
wing Liberal and National parties] his recent squirming on the mattermany other questions vital to their
and the media hounded the formeHe recently referred to Rudd’s ETSpresent and future well being. We
PM about her carbon tax deal withas “a so-called market in the nonwon’t get an anti-capitalist, anti-
the Greens in the wake of her predelivery of an invisible substanceimperialist, pro-people govern-
election pledge not to introduceto no one.” The scepticism abouiment at the federal election but it
one. Rudd’s announcement thamarket mechanisms to curehas got to be our goal.
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¥\-{uli -3 Support struggles that advance
the rights of working people!

DAY 2013

We are living in the Canadianconvention of the “new union”, Canadian workers wrestle with thethe struggle for peace and ecologywill definitely want parity and they

and global environment where theaUNIFOR. double-backed demons oflnthisworld where every foothold probably won’t wait until the next
main corporate thrust is the This is not only the largest compliance and concession, antdhasto be foughtfor,the Communistound of negotiations. Of course
destruction of the welfare state andnerger in at least several decadess they also resist and struggléarty recognizes the potential fothe CAW is not alone and
the achievements of generationsbut could prove to be the mostheroically. If social consciousnesamilitant struggle, the possibility unfortunately concessionary
Firstinthe cross-hairs are the trade for a new quality and an elevationbargaining has become common
unions, collective bargaining, social of class consciousness. This isn the private sector since the late
programs, equity and environ infinitely better than the 1970s. Pattern bargaining is no
mental protection. “conversation” Ken Georgetti use when the pattern is
The main features of labour wants to have at the cocktail levelconcessionary. The strength of
relations in Canada today are with the Harper Tories. labour is in unity not stratification,
intimidation, legislated agreementsunique and significant. It has beeris a reflection of social being, why  The very security of unions andin universal rules not anarchy, in
lock-outs and removal of the righttocertainly the most transparent, thevould not, in a collective sense,union membership is under attackunity not competition.
strike. Harper's conservatives havenost vertically inclusive and thetherealities of reformismand classas provincial and federal Unifor, for the first time since
used back-to-work legislation five most talked about outside thestruggle be bound together in thegovernments prepare to destroyhe struggles of the Workers Unity
times in two years. A new feature ismembership of the two parentconsciousness of our class and ithe Rand Formula, dues check-oft. eague in the 1930s, seeks to find
the legislated imposition of the termsaunions. It is not assimilation or ainstitutions? After all is this not and the closed shop. Inthe face dfhe way to organize the
of arbitrated “agreements”. Unionsshelter for a battered smaller uniorthe proving ground? this onslaught, labour has notunemployed, the youth, precarious
are also being bludgeoned byfinding safety withinalargerone. The Preamble of the draftclosedranks. There have beentoworkers, indigenous people and
onerous and undemocraticfinancialt is not a McCarthyite raid like Unifor Constitution reflects many defeats. immigrants. Skeptics may dismiss
accounting requirements designethe Steel-Mine Mill of the past determination and the angerofthe The tendency to bend underthis as public relations or media
tofuelamediaattack, to paintuniongnd neither is it an offshore spin-oppressed. Some on the left mapressure, like CAW’s recenthype for another self-serving
as expropriators of workers’ wagesoff of relations or decisions mademourn the lack of a socialistagendacceptance of a permanent twobusiness union merger. Skepticism
for non-worker campaigns. Cutstoin U.S.-based internationalbut the Preamble identifies thetier wage agreement at GMis not what is needed on Labour
public services, healthcareheadquarters. enemy, recognizes the globalOshawa, mustand can be checkeday 2013.
immigrants’rightsand Employment  Both parent unions, CAW and nature of the struggle and includesnd reversed. Ford and Chrysler Unions and social advances
Insurance impact working peopleCEP, are Canadian unions born were not built by skeptics. They
from coast to coast. T h e into diversity and struggle and were built through resolute
Ontario Federation of Labour hasshaped by these conditions. Bott struggle, by determined optimists,
publishedimportantdocuments andhave been on the cutting edge ¢ hard headed perhaps, but optimists.

Labour Day 2013 message, Central Executive
Committee, Communist Party of Canada

—
Harpew )

program that seeks a COMMONSsocial unionism and militant ART TIWLT Left activists, Communists and
FRONT withaninclusive fightback struggle, both have experiencec A militants. Workers and farmers.
program. The CLC “Worker to retreat and concessionary 1‘R(: %NC:,. Our objective cannot be simply
Worker” campaign, while not as bargaining, usually concurrentwith T 5 L o~ f TR -*,n;-;-l.- to regain what we've lost. The
pro-active as the OFL, still provideseach other in the thrust and parry o H ,{. '/ ,r,f [ .'fp IV struggle now is for what we dreamt
potential for those who wish to classstruggle. Itis absolutely logical Ud aK about but never achieved, for what
develop more. The Quebec studenthat these two private sector union: the welfare state was supposed to
impressed the country and the worldnirror every strength and weakness introduce, the next step we didn’t
with their strength, and the 175,00@very hope and challenge, even manage to take. The present
Quebec construction workers flexedootential and every danger thatface corporate offensive is the result of
muscle in their recent strike.Canadian workers in this period of HN I GR notdefendingthe socialistalternative
Working people are not passiveneo-liberal offensive, super hard enough. The value of Unifor is
pawns, and their as yet un-exploitation, ecological disasteranc the fact that major labour forces
coordinated struggles are crying outmperialist war. Both of these I have declared their unwillingnessto
for form and leadership. unions have had to contend with ' fold up and take orders, to refuse the
This Labour Day weekend will the global mobility of capital, free S ; | It role of labour-brokers.
withess an event that has beetrade agreements, de- dppo rt ( t The Communist Party salutes
over a year in construction andindustrialization, and the general ' working people and their
that has the potential tocrisisofcapitalismandthe cyclical Yyour ._I S uppo rts institutions, and pledges our
significantly influence the courserecessions of the last decade. UNION | YOU support to any new working class
of Canadian Labour. In the publications of the formations that advance the rights
Of course this is the product ofCommunist Party over the years of working people, and struggles
the CAW-CEP merger there have been both compliment: against capitalist domination. We
negotiations, the foundingand criticisms of labour as cemplkes unlon=art.com have no other reason to exist.

Enbridge lies about pipeline jobs

but some opponents argued that eapital costrelatestothe condensatgroject application, which actually and these are not guaranteed jobs
composite resolution on the issuemport line. Condensate is used tspecifies that 3,029 person yearfor British Columbians or
A leading British Columbia wastooweak. Buildingtrades unionsnix with oilsands bitumen to move of construction employment areAlbertans; many could be offshore
economist has demolished theand some others argued that ththe heavy, tar-like product down aexpected only during a three montliemporary workers.
myth that the Enbridge Northernpipeline will create important jobs pipeline.” period in the third year of a four- Wrapping up her expose of
Gateway pipeline project would and economic growth, andthatsteps In fact, Canada imports year project. Enbridge’sinflated figures, Allan
bring massive economicbenefitscan be taken to preventcondensate, then exports it back Asshe stresses, “person-years afoes on to explain that most of the
including thousands of environmental damage fromoutmixed with tar sands bitumen,employment are not jobs. If youso-called “650 permanent jobs”
desperately needed jobs. potential spills. In the end, some ofat considerable economic costworkforacompany forfive yearsasare actually spin-offs: “Only 78
Robyn Allanisthe former CEO the strongest opponents ofthe projecather than upgrading bitumen toa carpenter or an electrician: that igobs are related to the actual
of the publicly-owned Insurancejoined with the building trades to synthetic crude oil in Alberta.  a job. Enbridge would call it five.” project. The rest are estimates of
Corporation of BC, which vote downthe composite resolution As forthe “3,000jobs”claimed In fact, Enbridge calculates thatemployment from direct input
provides auto insurance for most for entirely differentmotives. Theseby Holder, Allan points out that construction jobs from Northern purchases, indirect and induced
drivers in the province. A well- differences within the labour thisfigure comes from Enbridge’s Gateway are actually justover 1,000impacts over 30 years... Only 12
known skeptic regarding the movement became a factor in the per cent of the projected 650 jobs
project, she has spent two yearsictory of the BC Liberals in the in B.C. come from operating the
assessing the economic and/ay provincial election. pipeline and marine facilities.”
financial case for the pipeline A clear presentation of Robyn Allan’s article does not go into
presented to the National EnergyAllan’s research could well have the economic costs of bitumen
Board by Enbridge. Her Augustresultedin avery different outcome spills. But such an environmental
13 commentary in the Vancouverat the BC Fed. catastrophe along the coastwould
Sun focuses on basic facts about Her Sun article cameinrespons devastate B.C.’s tourismindustry,
the project. to recent claims by Enbridgef which provides many thousands
Allan’s findings should be executive Janet Holder that the of full-time and seasonal jobs.
carefully studied by trade unionists.Northern Gateway pipeline would This helps explain why many trade
Last November, delegates at thdring a $6.5-billion investmentin unions stand with First Nations
BC Federation of Labour the provincial economy, creating and environmental groups in the
convention were sharply divided3,000 jobs during construction ang struggle against the Northern
over the Northern Gateway650 permanent jobs. Gateway pipeline.
proposal. A clear majority However, Allan notes that “a (Cariou is the editor of
appeared to oppose the projecsignificant portion of the project’s October 2012: union flags at anti-pipeline rally in Victoria. People’s Voice.»

By Kimball Cariou
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Kevin Neish report s from Gaza

the Gaza fire department’s repai

Solidarity activist and PVsupporter Kevin
Neish has spent the summer in Gaza, using
his skills to help improve the lives of
Palestinians. Here are some excerpts from
his blog, which can be found along with his
photos at www .kevinneish.ca

shop. | retired some years ago, b
here I'm working on some
equipment that even predates m
long career. Duéo the blockade,
the fire department has an oddba
collection of old trucks from all
over the world. Japanese, lItalian
German and Russian trucks, thg
June 19 isa serie_s of photos abo_ut Nassewrould have been retir(_ed manyyear|. .
present situation, and evidence odgo anywhere else in the world}=
| finally got back into Gaza What a “flechette” shell does andeven if you had a proper supply o
yesterday afternoon. It took theWhy itis awar crime to use such gparts. Butthe Palestinians someho
Egyptian Intelligence Branch two Weapon atanytime... keep them running, in spite of the
weeks to issue a permission letter Here is Nasser’s original home Israeli blockade.
for me to travel to Gaza. | was tolgwhichthey are now afraidtolivein.  And as if that was not bad
the letter would have arrivedAllthe marksonthe concrete stuccenough, during the 2008 “Casf ]
i all are from the hardened steell ead” assault on Gaza, the Israelis . . S
\s/zcr);\e[) ?JL;{;h?jtethi 58%3&23312%\/6(?6&6 a;nti;(perhsﬂlmfl_d ga nts’ J ont grg ot ??ha”tth ekﬁrg halls ir:j Gatia'f\leISh has been working to repair this ship.
- i - - just one tank shell fired at Mrs.One of the trucks damaged in tha; _ , _
g{;g’:i)cr)r:::' glt?/\r);ls I\go;zloéj etimgnto_l\lasser. She died at the lower rightassault is still going through th-eIt)rroesgrfe(tj)etrr:teraengvi\ﬁs?eudmgg&%ﬁtéggrabrgag;]y Cfg‘\ézur\l;/?t hniﬁgicr
leave Cairo. There are certainlyinfrontofherchildrenand husbandrebuilding process in this repair hears and bolt cutters lvina aboutcats. rats and cockroaches (its
worse places to be stuck, as | sal!f. Nasser said that the Israelisshop, using equipment adapted This seemed stran eyto%ne asGaza, so one overlooks the small
some amazing museums and dfould not allow an ambulance tofrom unrelated vehicles, home ell know what it takegs to bend orstuff) Young couples and families
course the Nile, Pyramids, Sphinx approach for 4-and-a-haff hoursmade parts, haywire and a ot Oftlyreak such heavy duty bolt cuttersdrink coffeg andptea and smoke
etc., but it's good to now be with The darts are driven up 1o twoingenuity. But many of the fire ndthenIrealiz\g{jthatthesedozelsheesha through water pipes. I'm
these fine, friendly folks in Gaza. . nches deepintothe concrete stuccarucks were beyond even theﬁolt cutters and such were likel toldthatsheesﬁais as ba?drc))rvx'/orse
The Israelis have made a fewYOU can see that these flechett@alestinians’ability to repaurtherr_m..broken by resCUers ving fo savithen cinarettes. but | qUess Gazans
recent armed incursions withdarts easily penetrated these heavy Of course this begs the question™> Iefrgm rocketeda)rqd?:olla s gmore 'imme?diate o
bulldozers to destroy farmers'Steel panels. Imagine what they devhy did the Israelis attack fire Euilgin o Evary bont and brorl)<endan ot (i o oo o
fields, they're kidnapping fishers 0 humans. iqqi __ rucks? For that matter why did andlegmLJst ha)\//ea ruesome, sad Ing the morni% a horr){emade.
and confiscating their boats, and _Afteralotofdiggingandprying they attack ambulances, seweges orate Story 1o tg" s wheel h%s maaicall
F16s are making regular noisyWith my pocket knife and pliers, | plants, electrical power plants,“¢P y o o o o treot gLike 35’0
passes over the City. So nothing"anaged to pull two of these 1.5wvater treatment plants, sports mF;fn things in Gaza it doesmt
much has changed from when fnch long (4 cm) flechette dartsstadiums, Universitiesand variousJuly 24 coun)':onth%intermiﬂeﬁtelectricity
was here in February. out"ogthg: Nasse}r's farm h_ousaJnlt?r? Nat{p”nst?chlgols.? n|d V\t/-hy Soitis Ramadan. Everyone igo work, just the strong arms of a
‘{Vﬁogsa\ﬂdgngf tﬂefe"\éirrtgr'g?ﬁggayfy SHll attacking Faies Inefasting, nor drinking or smoking_, Iopal vo_Iunteer. The same g(_)esfor
from that one tank shell fired at So here’s a shout out to thes&@wn to dusk, for a month (untilthis swing. Gaza’s population is
Mrs. Nasser. What possiblegrand fellows of the Gaza fireAug. 8). Out of respect, thisyoung, with little spare space or
and illegal weapon have to play inpraise to the many fire fightersPublic. Theideaisthatall Muslims especially in the inner city areas.
a rural farm yard in Palestine, orwho have died under Israeli fire,do this in order to appreciate theSo the government has built these
cnyuhere T madnese, e taie i o proec e peopi L e rave o e
ﬁiocrfjpaﬁfn ?)rfaeGlazaO(;ne:j ea”artl)f aza, Palestine. But with the daily fast, comes communities. The kids seem to
July 9

Palestine has to end. the wonderful fast breaking meallike the plan. _
at sundown, the “Iftar meal”. Nextstop is Gaza's seemingly
July 4 I've finished my work on the
Fisheries Department researc

Everyone gathersinfrontof atableendless beaches. An amazing
ior floor mat, covered with food resource for the future. o
I'm quite a well trained ship, and now it waits for peoplea”d drink. They patiently waituntil A waterfront beach cabin is
mechanic. | hold four journeymanwith deeper pockets than me tgVe all hear the Imam’s announcesprepared for us. Our evening meal
mechanical certificates, aswellas nake the needed repairs I'veMent of the setting of the Sun, abf chicken and veggies are
College diploma to teach them all.documented. | am still volunteeringWhich point we all partake in this wrapped in tin foil and buried in
But I'm also a fisherman’s son, soat the Gaza fire department repaif'ude meal. | have been privilegedhe sand on a bed of hot coals.

I'm pretty darned good at fixing shop, pitching in here and therd© have been invited to several Now that all the illegal Zionist
something with little more then adoing apprentice level work, aslftars. At some, with poorer folks, colonies have been chased out of

ocket knife and some string andvell  as offering technical We bring a big gift of food, which Gaza, the Palestinians have full
JUIY 1 \F,)\,ire_ It's this last “qua”ficati%n" assistance when a%ked. is the basis of the meal. At Iftarsaccess to their beaches. The kids
The other day, the ISM that is now holding me in good | was in the compressor shed"

ith better off families, everything make the best of it during these
[International Solidarity Move- Stead in Gaza. I'm volunteering atsorting outawiring problem, whenthat is available in besieged Gazdotdays of summer...
ment] folks here, went to see a

Flechettes from Israeli shell

is offered to us. Though atthe very  Andthere’s always fishing, but
farmer friend named Nasser, whq
lives near Johr Al Deak in Easterr|=—=
Gaza. Unfortunately his farm
house is only 200 meters from thé
Israeli border and so is within
Israel’s, self declared, high dange
buffer zone. He has been here fq

problems, even during the various
wars and invasions. -
The Israeli military seemed to!
accept that he was no threat t@
them, and left him alone, until
three years ago. One quief
afternoon, without warning, the[ '
Israeli military started attacking
his farm. They were so surprised
and unprepared that one o
Nasser’s six children, a 2-year old
was left sleeping in the field beside <t . 1
the house. The mother ran out th{= e !
door to rescue him, and an Israel & — g
tank immediately fired a shell atj® ] -
her. But not just any shell, it wasge %
an anti personnel “flechette” shell £ =
Deemed illegal by the Genevg
Convention and certainly not
something to be used on a poa
rural farm family. She died in front
of her family from dozens of '
terrible wounds. Attached belowPalestinian children enjoy "ferris wheel" rides.

gy

“best” Iftar meal so far, they only you won't find me eating any of
offered a basic box lunch oftheir catch or joining them in the
chicken and rice, but it was withwater here. A few hundred meters
about 100 kids from the Maghazito the north of us, just past the
refugee camp North of Gaza City.headland, is the main “river” in
These are kids of refugees fronfcaza, Wadi Gaza, which flows
the Israeli ethnic cleansings ofout of the hills of the West Bank
1948, who are still waiting for the near Hebron. All the Israeli towns
various UN resolutions to beandfarmsalong Wadi Gaza, dump
enforced to let them go home... theirmostly untreated sewage and
chemical waste into it, such that,
August 11 by the time it reaches the sea, the
stench is enough, as they say, to
The main purpose for my being“gag a maggot”.
in Gaza, is to work for the Due to the Israeli bombing of
International Solidarity Movement Gaza’s sewer plants and lack of
as a human shield, with farmersplockaded parts for them, the
fishers or in Red CrescentPalestinianstoo havetodumpraw
ambulances if the Israelis attacksewage into Wadi Gaza. New
While we wait for assignments, |sewer plants are being planned
fillmy days by working at the fire andretention ponds are being built,
department, teaching English at 40 try to control the illegal Israeli
school and visiting friends. discharges, but for now Gazan
Here’s how yesterday workedbeaches are heavily polluted and
out. would be closed and fenced off, if
With the end of Ramadan comeghey were anywhere else in the
the 4-day Eid celebration. Gazaworld. But the Gazans have no
City center is full of people walking choice but to make the best of a
and talking, eating and drinking.bad situation, and use their “less”
Outdoor eateries like this one are
open late into the early morning see GAZA, page 11
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i - they could stop work again if their Finland, 161,711 women and i Ki i of the Elantra said the industrial
Unions Slam Tu demands are not met. 59,289 men earned below 1,80(J_|yundal’ Kiaunions action resulted in lost output of

nisia government Located in the northern euros a month during 2011.  \/ote to strike 83,000 vehicles worth $1.5 billion.
Antofagasta Region, Escondidais The Finnish trade unions have With labor strife at home and

Tunisia’s ruling Islamist party the world’s largest copper mine,been very critical of recent Members of labor unions atwaning demand from Korean
Ennahda has agreed to meetontrolled by Australian proposals to create more low paidHyundai Motor and its affiliate consumers, South Korea’s largest
Houcine Abassi, leader of thecorporation jobs, and attempts to cutthe salariekia Motors have voted to strike automaker hasincreasingly looked
powerful UGTT trade union BHP Billiton. Workers attwo other of young workers. “By creating after talks with management forabroad to ramp up production.
federation, to discuss the crisisChilean mines controlled by BHP consciously a situation where ongncreased pay and benefitsHyundaiis considering increased
sparked by the killing of an cannot rise above a marginalise¢ollapsed. Hyundai union production in China, its chief
opposition politician. Nearly position in terms of salaried work spokesperson Kwon Oh-il said thafinancial officer said last month.
500,000 Tunisians are membercf is like jumping into atime machine management refused all demands
of the UGTT, which can paralyse moving back in time,” stressesby the union during three monthsStrike ends at
the country with strike action. Antti Veirto from the PAM union. of annual talks. ) )

The planned meeting comes The SAK trade union The union wants the 76,000\MexICO mine
after Ennahda announced the confederation calls to raise theworkers to getimproved benefits,
suspension of the constituen minimum full time salary in including 10 millionwon ($8,900)  Workers atthe El Coronel mine
assembly’s work drawing up a new collective agreements to 1,800support to help children ofin the central Mexican state of
constitution, to allow the Islamist- euros per month by 2016, to cuunionized workers seek jobsZacatecasended atwo-month-old
Iedgovernmentandtheoppositiorl the risk of in-work poverty. instead of entering college, astrike in mid-Augustafter reaching
to hold talks on ending the political 130,000 won ($116) increase inan agreement with mining firm
crisis. But the opposition coalition, Dockers strike in monthly base income, biggerFrisco. The company, owned by
made up of parties from acrossth ) bonuses and full reimbursemenmagnate Carlos Slim - one of the
political spectrum, has refused t French PolyneS|a of medical expenses if workersrichest men in the world -

meet Ennahda until a ne ) are diagnosed with cancer. confirmed that the so-called

government is formed. A port strike in French  “We regret that the union has‘illegal strike” had been brought
The union has called for the Polynesia began in late July, withbegun preparations to striketo a close.

resignation of the Islamist- no resolution in sight by mid- despite the company’s proposalto Under the agreement, Frisco

dominated cabinet and itsBilliton - Spencer and Cerro August. Over 2,000 containers areutline its offers in the next round“will not proceed with or initiate
replacement by a government ofColorado - also joined the nowstackedinPapeete,waitingt®f talks. There are also manyplans to dismiss or sue the striking
technocrats. the Tunisianstoppage. be cleared amid estimates that thaspects of the union’s demandsvorkers.” The company also
employers’ organisation Utica,has The 2,500 unionized workersstoppage has caused more than $8at are hard to accept from thepledged to pay 100 percent of
made a similar call, but Ennahdawalked off the job to demand bettemillion a day in losses to the localcompany’s point of view,” wagesthatwentunpaid during the
has so far rejected the proposal.conditions, a pay increase, and arconomy. The CommerceHyundai said in a statement. Bufob action, half “at the time of the
Meanwhile Tunisia’s Tamarod, annual bonus that has not beefederation is comparing the workkwon said Hyundai's proposal lifting of the strike and the other
a movement modelled on the onalistributed this year. stoppage to economic sabotagavas insincere and short of a fullhalf whenthose workers complete
in Egyptthatledtothe armyousting Chile produces a third of the The dockworkers union says thergesponse to the union’s demandsa specific training program.”
the elected Islamist president, saigvorld’s copper, a metal widely is no more room for additional Hyundai and Kia, which  Theworkers atthe open-pitgold
five of its activists were on hungerused in alloys and electric cablescontainers and new ships arrivingogether form the world’s fifth and silver mine agreed to allow
strike in front of the constituent The Escondida mine, in thecannot be offloaded. largest automaker, have been ithe Labor Secretariat to determine
assembly todemand its dissolutiorAtacama desert, produces more The dispute is centered ondisputes with their unions for thewhether the company’s profit-
and the resignation of thethanamilliontonnes of copper pemworkers’ demands for more safety past two years. sharing payments to them were in
government. Tamarod Tunisiayear, about 20% of the ChileanSome containers with perishableHyundai's latest earnings were hitaccordance with the law. The
says on its Facebook page that ibutput. The last strike atgoods and medicines have beehy employees’ refusal to work secretariat said both the federal
has collected 1.6 million signaturesEscondida, in July 2011, lastedreleased, prompting the Presidenovertime for three weeks earliergovernment and the Zacatecas
in support of both measures. Thédwo weeks and pushed upto accuse a union leader, Patrickhis year, and by the risingadministration “participated as
figure would amount to some 15international copper prices. Galenon, of being self-servingpopularity of foreign cars in South mediators to ensure the negotiation
percent of the country’s Mining plays a key role in the because some merchandise wasorea. European and U.S.process ended with a restart of
population. Opposition supportersChilean economy. The countryfor his son’s business. Galenorcarmakers lowered prices after freectivities,” noting the importance
have protested every nightin frontgoes to the polls in November torejected the statement adrade dealstook effect. The makeofmining for the state econonwy.
of the assembly, accusing thechoose anew president, and minensdiculous. The union says it will
Islamist government of seeking towill be keen to put their demandstoughen its action unless there i
roll back the political and humanacross. movement on its demands.

rights adopted in 1956 under Many items in our "Global Class

ggﬂ‘;ﬁ;gaﬁmt president, Habib\AJorking poverty ~ Private port Struggle” column are from the
Radical Salafists were blamedrising in Finland dispute in Israel Labour S tart website,

for the assassination of opposition

MP Mohamed Brahmi at the end Poverty in Finland has been The Israeli government has

of July, the second oppositionincreasing steadily since 1993 petitioned the High Court of Justice

politician to be killed this year. though in 2011 there was a slighto overturn a Labor Court decision \
With one million members in a downward trend, according to ato withdraw port tenders while it i i :

country of eleven million people, report from the country’s trade conducts negotiations with th Send me |nf0rmat|0n on the S‘E)

the UGTT has already flexed itsunions. In Finland, poverty is Histadrut Labor Federation. Th i .

muscles severaltimes in Tunisia’defined as a situation where the_abor Court ruled on July 29 tha Communist Party Of Canada va

new politics. Its regional strikes in net income of a family falls below state-issued tenders to build privat

early 2011 helped bring down60 per cent of the medianports in Ashdod and Haifa,| The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of

autocrat Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali. household income. According tointended to provide competition| fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociaffsm.
The UGTT called a one-day Statistics Finland poverty affectsto the existing ports, should b The.cpi.doss much mo(rje.tha” run candidates in e'g.c“gns'weth'”ktge ight

strike in July to protest the 13 per cent of the population, orsuspended, but it also ruled th against big business and s parties is a year-round job, so our membeys are

. . e - - . active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
neoliberal economic policies ofsome 700,000 people. Thisthe Histadrut could notstrike ovef] 1 ovements on a wide ra};]geofissues&”gurponciesgnd |e£dersh5) atk set

www .labourst art.org

the government, causing the stockncludes 63,000 wage and salaryhe matter until September 1. democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
market to plunge. earners, 38,000 entrepreneurs, Before the deadline, the two| socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

The federation wants to keepl21,000 students and 191,00Gides would reconvene to preserjt .
the country’s political and pensioners. the court with the status of their Central Committee CPC

290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

economicinterests foremostwhile The emerging problem is in- negotiations, and it would decide : _
416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

trying to steer through the crisis.work poverty, when a wage orthe next course of action. Thd
“We helped build this into a salary is not enough to meet thegovernment says that the couf b, communiste du Quebedsectiondu ~ Ottawa CPC

modern country, to struggle againshecessary costs of living, adecision forcing it to pull tenders| Particommuniste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
colonialism and contribute to therelatively new situation. that have already been released will ;305:“/2;? gtépggc\}igge c Manitoba Committee CPC
revolution of 2011 and we will  In 2011, 3.9 per cent of thehave negative repercussions fo¥ email. pcq@cpe-pec.caél: 438-338-8890 ?ﬁfﬁij%ﬁ%’?&%ﬂpe@ MB, R2W 2M3
continue our role,” Abassi saidworking populationinFinlandwas Israel’s reputation, and causq g c commitee cPC '
recently. at risk of poverty, 1.5 times moreeconomic damage in the future. Irff 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, vsL 331 Ontario Ctee. CPC
than in 1995. The figure is low inits petition, it argued that its| 604-254-9836cpinfo.bc@gmail.com B o e+ Toronto, MAK ING
i comparison with the Europeansovereignty and authority gives iff Edmonton CPC )
SU_rpns_e Cop_per Union average. But the in-work the right to introduce competition| 25+ °8112. 79 Bonme Boon PO ool &L‘S{Jﬁ‘fi&fﬁ&. 815
strikes in Chile poverty risk is on the rise, intothe marketinordertolowerthe Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3

Tel: 905-548-9586
Calgary CPC

5421 - 8th Ave. SE Atlantic Region CPC

Calgary, AB, T2A 4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOox 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Telffax: 902-542-7981
Saskatchewan CPC

Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

especially for part time workers.cost of living. The Histadrut
Amid increasing labor unrestThe numberof non-voluntary part-maintains that the introduction o
throughout the country, workerstime new private ports, despite leavin
at Chile’s Escondida copper mineworkers is 80,000, out of a totalcurrent collective agreements
ended a surprise 24-hour 300,000 part-time workers in thewages, and labor conditions intac
strike on August 16, but warnedcountry. According to Statistics would adversely affectthe workers.
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Communist peasant organisers murdered in Mexico

By Emile Schepers, People’s Zapata or LARSEZ) and was alsaalong with a third person whos
World an important figure in the full name has not begn releasec
Communist Party of Mexico The three were travelling togethe

On August 5 an important (PCM), one of several Marxist- from Cuernavaca in the state o
peasant leader in Mexico’sLeninistgroupsinthe country. HeMorelos toward the town of Coyuca
southern state of Guerrero,was, in addition, an announcer inde Benitez. It seems they were t
Raymundo Velazquez Flores, washe Mixtec Indigenous languagestop off in Guerrero’s capital,
murdered along with two forthe radio station “Voice of the Chilpancingo, for a meeting, but
companions. Velazquez had beeMountains” (Voz de la Montana). were intercepted, tied up and
an important leader of peasantn this case “Montana” refers tomurdered by shots to the head o
struggles forjustice sincethe earlithe mountainous region ofthe way, on a riverbank near
1960s. At the time of his death henortheast Guerrero which bordersCoyuca. They had been tortured
headed the Emiliano Zapataon Oaxaca. The actseems clearly political; hag
Revolutionary Agrarian League of  In addition, another PCM andthey been kidnapped by ordinary
the South (Liga Agraria LARSEZ activist, Samuel Vargasbandits or drug gangs, they would
Revolucionaria del Sur Emiliano Ramirez, was found murderedhave been held for ransom.
Velazquez, who was 57 years
old, came from the village of
Tilapa, Guerrero, from a poor
peasant family. Tilapa is located
in the “Municipio”

Violence mars local
elections in West Bengal  Goproxmarer, couny o
allnaltepec, In uerrero s

As widely feared, the right-wing Trinamool Congress (TMQYlontana region. After having
government of West Bengal used recentlocal elections to tighten its gréved to the more inland city of| . 4 ¥ &
on power, unleashing a wave of violence and vote-rigging to tilt thgiala for a while, he returned to j
resultsinits favour. The Communist Party of India (Marxist), whichwhg native town and region and— EEEE—
the leading force in West Bengal's Left Front state government fricame involved, from the early”ASSassinated activist Raymundo Velasques Flores, seen here
1977 until 2011, reports that the three-tier panchayat elections weg80s, in various political and showing a copy of the Mexican Communist newspaper.

“marred by widespread attacks, intimidation and rigging.” (Bengakscial activist organisations on the

unique electoral system, implemented by the Left Front many yearsiagQ including peasant organ-and for democratic and politicalissued a statement denouncing the
to expand popular democratic participation, includes the Zilla Parishigdtions and the old Mexicanreform with full participation of the murders, pointing out that they are
Panchayat Samiti and Gram Panchayat levels.) Communist Party (Partido people of Guerrero, as well asnothing new but part of a long

As the CPI(M) points out, thousands of candidates were prever@mnunista Mexicano), which economic justice. series of such atrocities:
from filing nominations, and many others were blocked frodissolveditselfinthe 1980s,many Guerrero is a poor state and “The Communist Party of
campaigning. Government supporters kept many Left Frontand Congté$s leading cadres ending up irhome to many indigenous ethnidViexico, via its Political Bureau,
voters from casting a ballot, and 24 CPI(M) workers and supportgre Revolutionary Democratic groups aswell as alarge proportiofolds responsible the federal
were killed during the campaign. Party, PRD. of the Afro-Mexican population. governmentof Enrique Pena Nieto,

“The run-up to the panchayat election saw determined efforts by theiis efforts enraged the political Peasants and workers are inalmostate governor Angel Aguirre
Trinamool Congress government to subvert the polling process itsedfyti economic elites of that time,constant conflict with landowners,Rivero of the PRD, and the
says the CPI(M). Bengal's State Election Commission had to go tottiee more so because he managedine operators (often foreign), municipal government of Ramiro
Supreme Courtto win a decision to conduct “five-phase polling” and¢ado them without subordinating“caciques” (rural political bossesAvila Morales for the murder of
deploy central police forces along with the state police. The TMi@nself or his organisation to thewho maintain power, often, by our comrades. As we know, in
resisted these decisions, which were intended to protect the integritffi€ial government-recognisedviolence), and governmentGuerrero there are no [legal]
the electoral process. peasant organisation, the Nationahuthorities at the federal, state angrotections for the political actions

Despite the courtrulings, the TMC'’s Chief Minister Mamata BanerjPeasant Confederation. local level. Armed struggle hasof communists, revolutionaries
and her cabinet ministers publicly threatened the State ElectioDemands coming out of thebroken out periodically, for and social [justice] fighters. This
Commissioner, and the central police were not deployed with a fastivities of Velazquez and hisexample in Genaro Vazquez'sis a direct attack by all three levels
exceptions. comrades took concrete form in theebellion in the late 1960s, anotheof government against the

Around six thousand CPI(M) and Left Front candidates weDeclaration of Acapulco in 1995,led by Lucio Cabanas in theCommunist Party of Mexico ...
physically prevented from filing nominations. In the Zilla Parishadswhich responded to the abuses dbeginning of the 1970s, and again “Our comrades, simple
Hooghly, for example, the Left Front was not allowed to nominate in dpressive governor Ruben Figueroafter the Aguas Blancas massacreommunists, without pretensions,
out of 50 seats. As a result, in 6191 seats in the three-tier panchagRid). The declaration called forof June 28,1995, when 17 farmerslways had in mind the idea of
TMC candidates were unopposed on the ballot. Figueroatobe deposedand punishesh their way to a protest weresocialistrevolution ... The struggle

During the voting, which took place in five phases between July didng with the people who carriedambushed and murdered by policegoes on and with their example,
and July 25, the CPI(M) reports that 4470 polling booths were completgly the Aguas Blancas massacre, The Communist Party of Mexico gets stronger.®
or partially captured by TMC forces, including 909 in Burdwan district,

750 in West Midnapur, 429 in South 24 Parganas, and 400 in Coochb
After polling agents of the CPI(M) and the Left Front were driven o
ballot papers were illegally stamped.

In some areas, people were not allowed to leave their homes to yote.

Hundreds of Left Front supporters and workers of other oppositiqarom http:/

parties were attacked when they tried to vote, suffering serious injulig®lombiareports.com
Eventwo members of Bengal's Parliament, Mahendra Roy in Jalpaiguri

and Nripen Roy in Coochbehar, were prevented from voting.
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"Colombian health workers to strike

and their families to go monthsColombians. “Provisionality,” as
without a full paycheck,” and it is referred to, allows the
issues as complicated asgyovernmentto hireworkerson
Organizers expect at leasinadequate and ineffectivetemporary basis, outside of th

Loyal to the TMC government, the state police refused to interve
In many instances, the police arrested Left Front supporters or atta
them with lathis (bhamboo sticks).

Despite the orders of the State Election Commission and the co

TMC motorcycle gangs were allowed to move freely to terrorise {higealth

opposition, and to threaten people from going to vote.

As the CPI(M) concludes, “at no time has such a brazen attack
perversion of the democratic process of elections taken place in
Bengal or in the entire country. The results of such a rigged election
only be a distorted one.”

AD

Al S0UTH 24 PARGANAS
OLENCE

WE POLL VI

_ 50 houses torched and ransacksd in South 24 Parganas

1IN ive
This televised report covered an attack on a pro-Left Front

he5,000 workers throughoutchannels for public funding andprotections outlined in the publi
Lie@lombia’s public hospital restricted access to alternativdabor code. Intheory, it exists t
system to join a national strike,sources of credit, the combinatiorhelp the government put peop
jagcording to the president of theof which has put 500 publicto work faster, and wa
workers union hospitals across the country inconsidered animportantmeasy
(ANTHOP). Inaninterviewwith immediate risk of bankruptcy. in a country with traditionally,
aq@lombia ReportdHector Alviz Health workers have been vocahigh unemployment levels.
VE&sviria said the number wouldopponents of President Santos’ Butin practice, at leastin th
da@ much higher, if not for health reform policy, which they health sector, provisionality is
measures by the union to ensurelaim “privatizes health care andtool to “rob workers of their
that emergency care runs at fulputs more and more public moneydignity and their families of thei
capacity and basic servicesn the hand of wasteful, corruptfinancial security,” according ta
continue to function at a private intermediaries,” like the Albiz.
responsible level. private intermediary payment “Rightnow,you have people
“This is not an isolated services (called EPS services) thdbts of people, who have beg
problem,” he said, “it's notthata owe Colombian hospitals anworkingfor 10,15, even 20yeal
few hundred nurses have somestimated $2.5 billion in unpaid as provisional workers. Yes d
minor complaint. Right now we treatment compensation. But theno: if you've been working
have a crisis facing up to 90% ofunderlying motivation for the somewhere for 10 years, it’
all health employees in thisupcoming work stoppage is abecause you're doing a gog
country, from the hospital “fundamentallack ofjob security.” job? Am | wrong? If not, [you]
administrators to the sanitation Accordingto Alviz,asmanyaswould be fired, becaus
staff.” 300,000 public health workers areprovisionality let’'s [the
The problems facing the healthcurrently contracted under whatisgyovernment] do that. So wha
sector are various
interconnected, including issuesemployment.” The provisional thousands of workers that ha
as straightforward as owedstatus exists as part of the statuteseen supposedly filling 3
backpay of salaries, which hasgoverning the “constitutional right
caused “thousands of workerso work” afforded to all

see COLOMBIA, p. 11

village, during which TMC goons burnt fifty homes.

andlegally referred to as “provisional you have are thousands amd
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Strike launches U.S.
fast food union drive

In late July, fast food workers TP

across the US held strikes tg
FUR HJ'GHF;?p

demand a living wage, from New
F[lﬁ' A STRONGE
NEwW IR b

York to Chicago, Washington, St
Louis, Kansas City, Detroit, Flint,
Seattle and many other cities] -

Workers have picketed| &
McDonald’s, Taco Bell, Popeye’s| ™
and Long John Silver’s

restaurants with an ambitious
agenda: pay of $15 an hour, twicq
what many now earn.

While the stereotype of a fasiis
food workertendsto be ateenage
two-thirds of these workers are
adult women, and dispro-
portionately women of colour,
many of whom have children and
other family to support. that growing up he was encouragedecruits in homeless shelters

This is the largest fast foodto “gothe right way and getajob,”Nearly every “benefit” listed on
worker mobilization in history. but now that he has a job he’she company’s website, including
Fastfood chains are big employershaving trouble getting by. “There’s free uniforms, appears with an
in low-income areas, butpeople my age that try to let thisasterisk beside it, indicating that
employees lack many basicstabilize them. We got bills, we the supposed perks are “subject tp
protections and benefits. While thegot rent. We're living from check availability and certain eligibility
average yearly salary for a fastto check, hoping the next one willrequirements and restrictions.’
food worker in New York City is be betterandit's not. We can'tliveProfits at McDonald’s have
$11,000 a year, the average dailyon this.” ballooned 130 percent in the past
salary for a fast-food CEO isover  Gregory, an East Harlem KFCfour years.
twice that, and about $200 billion worker several years older than The largest of the fast food
is grossed by the fast food industrMichael, said he and his coworkerdoehemoths, McDonald’s was alsa
annually. earn minimum wage ($7.25 anthe swiftest to shift into damage|

The full version of the following hour), receive food stamps ancdtontrol mode, issuing a statement
abridged article by Peter Rughstill don’t have enough to get byinforming the public that the
was originally published in and provide fortheirkids. Gregorycompany is committed to a
wagingnonviolence.org lives in Rockaway, Queens, andialogue with theiremployees “so

area that was inundated withwe can continue to be an even

While the emblems of floodwaters from Superstormbetter employer.”

Wendy’s, McDonald’s, KFC, Sandy. When he sought back pay Asantewwa Ricks withNYCC
Domino’s and other greasyfrom his employer for time lost said thatbefore she beganworking
dynasties are hard to escape in theuring the storm, his request wa®on the strike drive, she thought
American landscape, those whalenied. He was given a meal orfast food employees were “18-,
cook, clean, ring up orders andhe house instead. 19-year-old kids who wanted cash
otherwise serve as the fulcrum of Working conditions atfastfood for Beats headphones and Trug
these franchises often gofranchises tend to be about thdReligion jeans.” She has since
unnoticed. These workers,same across the board: highlyearnedthatis notthe case. Ofter,
however, were hard to miss asxploitive. The fast food industry workers remain in the industry
they stepped off burger assemblyrovides cheap, warm meals tdor years and see little to no bumg
lines across New York City andthose pressed for time, who ofterin their salary. The minimum wage
into the street, picketing in frontcannot afford more nutritious they receive often forces tough
of their workplaces. The strike, forms of nourishment. choices on them, such as whethgr
which took place at numerous Simultaneously, theseto work late, or to make it back
restaurants across the city, is theorporations take advantage obefore the shelter where they
start of the largest effort to economicdesperationinthe blackeside locks its doors. At an
unionize fast food workers inand brown, immigrant and organizing meeting early on in
American history. working-class communities wherethe campaign, Ricks asked a room

Organizers are calling thethey can get away with payingfull of fast food workers if they
campaign Fast Food Forwardstarvation wages and reapindhad ever suffered on-the-job
Revenues in the fast food industrygargantuan profits. Wendy'’s, forinjuries. Just about everyone
are expected to near $200 billioninstance, took in $615 million in presentlifted up scars from greasg
thisyear. Yetthe demands ofthei2011, an increase of 6 percenton their arms.
workers are modest: $15 an houButworkers say checks fromtheir ..."The goal of this strike is for
and the right to unionize with theemployer often bounce, and somevorkers to be able to put food orj
Fast Food Workers Committee. check cashing outlets won’ttheir table and buy their children

“We're out here for better accept them. presents for Christmas,” [NYCC
wages, better working conditions, Organizers with New York lead organizer]Justin Westin said
and union protection,” said Communitiesfor Change (NYCC), though he admits this is a long
Michael, an 18-year-old employeewhich has been working behindterm battle and likely won’t be
of a Burger King located not far the scenes for months to build theesolved by the holidays.
from Wall Street. Michael saysstrike, say that McDonald’s There are 50,000 fast food
workers in New York City, and
while those who walked off were
few in number by comparison, the
strike could galvanize workers
elsewhere to take a stand as welj.
Ifthe push for a unionis successful
itwill be anillustrative example to
those both in the industry and in
other low wage professions tha
standing up to the boss can pay
off.

For Michael and his fellow
Burger King employees, walking
off the job was about more than a
wage hike or forming a union.
These demands are a means to
higher end. “We work hard, as if
we were slaves,” he said. “It's not]
only the wages. It's also about
how we get treated. We deserve
respect.’®

For more information, visit
www.fastfoodforward.org

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Faith Nolan’ s prison music project

Popular singer-songwriter Faith Nolan is fundraising for an important
new project. She’s asking us to help produce a recording|and
songbook called “I am a Prisoner.” It will give voice to (in her
words) “the silenced, the neglected, the abused, the not seen.”[She’s
talking about the women who languish in Canada'’s prisons. Fdr the
past six years Faith has listened to their stories and collected|their
songs while coordinating music programs in two Ontafrio
penitentiaries. Proceeds from sales of “I am a Prisoner” will go
towards housing to women who have been released from jail. Faith
Nolan has been an outstanding figure in Canadian people’s music
over the past 30 years, on the front lines wherever peoplg are
struggling for justice. To donate (and to hear a sample track from
the album) visit www.faithnolan.org.

Stevie W onder starts Florida boycott

Motown legend Stevie Wonder led the way and other stars followed
suit after the July 13 acquittal of George Zimmerman, the vigilante
who murdered unarmed black teenager Trayvon Martin in Flofjida.
Speaking the day after the verdict at a concert in Quebec, Wander
vowed not to perform in Florida until its “stand your ground la
has been abolished. The 63-year old R&B artist was joined py a
host of musical celebrities including Alicia Keys, Jay Z, Madonpa,
Rihanna, the Rolling Stones, Rod Stewart, Justin Timberlakeland
Kanye West, all of whom pledged to boycott the state. Wondef has
promised to boycott more than 20 states that have “stand |your
ground laws” in place. Stevie Wonder played a prominent role in
the campaign to establish the Martin Luther King holiday in the
USA, most notably with his mammoth 1980 hit song “Hagpy
Birthday.” Check it out on YouTube.

North Carolina musicians rising

North Carolina has long been a been a wellspring of Amer{can
people’s music, from bluegrass to the blues. Today a new genetation
of musicians is emerging from a popular struggle against a
reactionary state government. A diverse collective of 40 musicjans
calling itself “NC Music Love Army” performed regularly gt
weekly “Moral Monday” protestsinside the state assembly building
in Raleigh from April 29 to the end of July. Now, with the assemply
in summer recess, the protests (and the musicians) plan to vigit all
13 state congressional districts. NC Music Love Army played njost
recently atarallyin Asheville, attended by 10,000 North Carolinigans,
and later headlined a fundraising concert for the local NAACP l¢gal
defence fund. The Republican administration’s agenda incl
vicious cuts to unemployment benefits and education, attacK
women’s reproductive rights, and racist electoral reforms. M
than 1000 non-violentresisters have already been arrested. F¢
visit the “NC Music Love Army” Facebook page.

Manic Street Preachers sue EDL

Left-wing Welsh rock band the Manic Street Preachers are suing
the neo-fascist English Defence League (EDL) for using, in a
campaign video, their song “If You Tolerate This Then Yaur
Children Will Be Next.” The 1998 song was a homage to Welsh
farmers who joined the International Brigades during the Spahish
CivilWar. Itfeatures an anti-fascist slogan used during the conflict:
“If I can shoot rabbits/Then | can shoot fascists.” The EDL used the
song in a video promoting a Birmingham march in July agajnst
“radical Islam.” “It's ironic that the EDL are using an anti-fascjst
song to actually encourage fascism,” said Weyman Benhett,
spokesperson for the UK group Unite Against Fascism. “Theyf are
taking what is a struggle for equality and trying to turn it igto
something aboutdivision.” Incidentally, the Manic Street Preachers
were the first British rock band to tour Cuba. Check them oyt at
www.manicstreetpreachers.com/.

Toshi Ohta Seeger RIP

Toshi Ohta Seeger, wife of folk musician Pete Seeger, died atftheir
home in Beacon, NY on July 9. She was 91. Toshi wag an
environmental activist, aflmmaker and a key figure in her husbahd'’s
remarkable career. She was born in Germany to an Amefican
mother and a Japanese father banished from Japan for his |eftist
activity. Toshi was brought to the U.S. at the age of six monthgand
grew up in New York City in a progressive household. She met
Seegeratasquare dancein 1943, and they married soon afteryvards.
In 1949 the two built a log cabin home in Beacon and spent their
lives there. Toshimanaged Pete’s finances and produced thousands

aof his concerts. She was a co-founder of the Newport Folk Festival,

and later of the Clearwater campaign to clean up the Hudson River.
She produced Pete’s mid-sixties TV show “Rainbow Quest] as
well as the award-winning 2007 documentary “Pete Seeger:[The

Power of Song.” A good obituary can be found at www.nytimes.cpm.
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Winnipeg, T oronto mark 40th anniversary of Chilean coup

September 11 marks the 40tHater years. Smartpark Event Centre, 100
anniversary of the 1973 military The activities will strengthen One Research Road. Pan
coup in Chile. During the coupideas about solidarity anddiscussion with Paul Graham, Sl
and the dictatorship of Augustodemocracy for new generationsHoward Pawley, Darrell Rankin Labour Day Picnic, Monday,
Pinochet, thousands were illegallyCanadians have benefited greathand Judy Wasylycia-Leis. Sept. 2, Trout Lake Park, 11-3,
detained, tortured, executed androm this community’s presence Other dates and activities listeddrop by the People’s Voice
disappeared. Now, 40 years laterin Canada. atwww.chile40Owinnipeg.ca,emaildisplay. Organized by
the Winnipeg Chileancommunity The Armed Forces and the info@chile40winnipeg.ca. Vancouver & District Labour
has come together to reflect uporCoup d’Etat in Chile, Sat., Sept. Council and BC Federation of
this history. 7, 11 am - 2 pm, Legislative Labour.

The coup evoked an outpouringBuilding. John Graham Defense Fund
of global solidarity with Chile’'s ~ Main event: Never Again: The 40th anniversary of the  ngraising dinner, Saturday,
democrats, many of whom were40th Anniversary of the Coup tragic fascist coup in Chile will - gent 7 Centre for Socialist
forced into exile. The Soviet Union d’Etatin Chile, Wed., September also be marked in Toronto with - Eqycation. For info, call CSE,
gave its full solidarity. In other 11, 7 pm, Winnipeg Chilean a series of events sponsored by gn4-255-2041.
countries like Canada, labour,Association, 892 Burrows Ave. Casa Salvador Allende. .
communistand broad, democratic Film festival: Sept. 12-15. See  The commemorations begin on-2 Tm\'&a Nuestra, evening OJ
forces compelled governments tovww.chile40winnipeg.ca about Thursday, Sept.5,6pm,atQuake|rat'.n|. _me”%aﬂ music gnS
grant refuge and isolate the fascisthese not-to-miss films! House, 60 Lowther Ave. (St. Soc'g'%'ng'sa m';?'cg‘ $1 f
Pinochet junta. Music festival: Sept. 14, The George Metro, Bedford exit) with P™. ? aé’d ept. ,7ggt(r:e| Oli

The activities organized by music of Victor Jara, 8 pm at thea screening of the documentariego.cIa ist Education, ar
Winnipeg’s Chilean community West End Cultural Centre “El Juez & el General”’ and “El “"V€
will bring important memories  International solidaritywith ~ Edificio de los Chilenos”. On 7th  Annual  Women’s
to many, especially the struggleshe Chilean people - by Friday, Sept. 6, 6 pm, theHousing and Anti-Poverty
and solidarity of Canadians toinvitation only: Wed., Sept. 25, documentary “El Juicio del Lonko March, Sat. Sept. 28, 1:30 pm,

support democracy in Chile in6 pm, Uniwrsity of Manitoba Pascual Pichun” will be shown atstartsatCordovaand quumbia
the same location. (east of Main). Organized by

. A special commemorative Downtown Eastside Women
Euro banks close 20,000 retail branches eventwillbe heldonsat., Sept. 7Centre Power of Women
6 pm, Central CommerceGroup.

The European Central Bankfinancial problems. Greece sawCollegiate Institute, 570 Shaw St
says that banks hit by the globalone of the biggest culls in 2012,(Ossington TTC), including a
financial crisis have cut 20,000shedding nearly 6 per cent oftribute to Canadians in solidarity
branches across the Europeabranches, and Spain lost nearly with Chile, the “Salvador
Union, including 7,200 in 2011 per cent of its branches. Allende” scholarships, and a
and another5,500in 2012,inabid The bloc's largest bank HSBCconcert honouring 40 years of
to cut operating costs and improvendicated in May that it intended artistic commitment, with
their bottom lines. to cut an additional 2 billion eurosAvekan, Proyecto Altiplano,

Branches account for aroundin employment costs across theEdgardo Moreno & guests,
60 per cent of retail banking costs EU to boost profits. HSBC hasGeneraciones.
including  property  and more than doubled the number of “Day of the Mother,” stories
refurbishment spending plus staffplanned job cuts, which couldand art of five years in prison, by
pay. The rapid growth of online reach 14,000 overall. Hector Aviles, music by Alvaro
and telephone banking services Major banks have announcedOyarce, will take place at Lula
has accelerated the trend. 160,000 job cuts since early 2012Lounge, Wed., Sept. 11, 8 pm. Fof

EU banks cut 8 per cent of theirinvestment banking took the brunttickets and reservations, call 416
branches in aggregate in the founf cutbacks earlier in the crisis but316-0384. To contact Casa
years to the end of 2012, leavingretail banking is now increasingly Salvador Allende, ph. 416-456-
218,687. being hit, with far more jobs being6603 or send an email to:

Last year's sharpest cuts werecut. <publicrelations
mainly in countries beset by (From the Morning Star® @casasalvadorallende.cone>.

News for
people, not
for profits!

What's Left

Left Film Night, 7 pm, Sunday,
Sept. 29, atthe CSE, 706 Clark
Drive, Vancouver. Call 604-255-
2041 for details, or see listing in
next issue of PV.

Winnipeg, MB

Events marking 40th
Anniversary of the Coup in
Chile, for details see article on
this page.

Toronto, ON

Never again in Chile, events
marking 40th anniversary ofthe
1973 coup. Cycle of
Documentaries, Thurs., Sept.
5, 6-9 pm, Quaker House, 60
Lowther Ave. (St. George
Metro). Commemorative event,
Sat., Sept. 7, 6 pm, Central
Commerce Collegiate, 570
Shaw St. (Ossington TTC),
including tribute to Canadians
in solidarity with Chile. Day of
the Mother: stories and art of
five years in prison, by Hector
Aviles, music by Alvaro Oyarce,
LulaLounge, Wed., Sept. 11,8
pm. For tickets and
reservations, call 416-316-
0384. Sponsor: Casa Salvador
Allende, 416-456-6603.

“Songs of Social Sig-

nificance,” concertwith David
Rovics, Friday, October 11, 8
pm, Winchevsky Centre, 585
Cranbrooke Ave., tickets $15
advance/$20 door, contact
UJPO Toronto for reservations.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT"”, 3941 St-
Denis Street.

Colombia health workers....

service and ... the workers will beemployees, passed laws thaf
onsite ifand when they are neededtircumvent or contradict judicial
vacancy for a decade now, some “There are workers who arerulings and blatantly ignored court
of them having their contractsowed up to 60 months of backpayrders in some cases, as was thf

continued from page 9

extended every few months, with... when [the government] isn’'t case when a recent 2012 rulin
few guarantees on their benefits opaying the salaries it owes, wherobligating hospitals to maintain a
even their pay, no collectivethe government has refused taninimum percentage of “official”

bargaining rights and no guarante@egotiate or to review the laboremployees was dismissed by th¢
that they won'’t be fired wheneverstatute. They haven't left us anyMinister of Health, who said the

People'sVoice deadline$

September 16-30 issue: Thursday, Sept. 5
October 1-15 issue: Thursday, Sept. 19

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

the government feels like it ... andoption. We've met with the decision would lead to the worst
some of them aren’t even gettingMinister of Labour, with the financial disaster in Colombian
the money they're owed for whatMinister of Health, with history.
they’ve done ... andifthey protestfepresentatives in the Senate of What reforms the governmen
the government says they will bethe Republic, the Congress of théhas made to the public healt
fired, because [the workers] doRepublic ... we’ve manifested oursystem, moreover, have bee
not have that right [to protest].” intention and our desire to avoid itcostly for organized labour.
“It's reprehensible for the having to get to this situation in According to internal union data
government of what is supposedlywhich we find ourselves now. How collection, the health sector no
the oldest democracy in Latinthen, cantheytellus nowwe can'has 20% of the “official”
America to threaten such a basig@rotest?” employeesitdidin 1999. Over theg
human right [to protest],” said The situation has becomesame time period, there has been
Alviz, who insisted that the “desperate” recently, as Alviz roughly 2,000% increase in the
stipulations of Colombia’s recentdescribed it, because of lawsdependence on provisional labour.
free trade agreement calling forpassed over the course of the lasthe average tenure of the mor
the formalization of public labor year that potentially shift anthan 300,000 provisionaleG
and the protection of protest rightsestimated 95% of administrativeemployees working in hospitals

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
http://solidnet.org

aza solidarity ...

have not been adhered to, andtafffrom“official”to“provisional ~across the country is close to eight
added that, “we are not askingstatus”and a similar proportion ofyears. In a process that has “sped

continued from page 7

anyone to take action against thgrovisional employees to fixed up” since President Santos begapolluted beaches, like this one. Even though we were within sight of
physical structures [of the three or four month contracts, asmplementing his health careWadi Gaza’s fetid, stinking outlet, we were told that the prevailing
hospitals], or encouraging them toopposed to the undefined runningeforms, the health sector has lostvinds and current “generally” took the sewage to the North, away from
damage the equipment. We haveontracts they currently have. 81,000 jobs through closings orus, towards Gaza City, and its crowded beaches.

told our members to stay onsite Despite fourkey Constitutional restructurings, and 360 union The first step to making this beach safe for the kids, is to end the
and, in a peaceful manner, reclainCourtrulings over the past 15 yeargrganizations because of it. Unionillegal Israeli blockade of Gaza and their occupation of all of Palestine.
their rights to protest and theirthat strike down or strengthenenrollment is down 62%, andPlease tell that to Israel’s “best friend in the world”, Prime Minister
rights to labor stability. What's existing provisions to benefit collective bargaining has Harper and his Canadian government.

more, we have guaranteed thgrovisional workers, Alviz says diminished by 85%. Workers make If you want to help perhaps check out our International Solidarity
continuing function of urgent andthe government has delaye®5% of what they once did, andMovement (ISM) website at www.palsolidarity.org. Please do
emergency services so as not tomplementing court mandatesare owed, on average, $9,000 amember our ISM martyrs Rachel Corrie, Tom Hurndall and
effect our responsibility to good favourable to its health sectoryear by the governmers. Vittorio Aragoni. e




12 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e SEPTEMBER 1-15, 2013

Unemployment rates: why is 6% “just about right”?

By Peter Kerek, Editor, The superio_r prodgc_t. _ _ dyring the recent election. ThedesirabIe work or even a_ttainingthat some group of people in the
Interior Worker'(KamIo’ops Butsince thisisadiscussionorLiberal and Conservative the basic necessities of life. Andworld makes enough to purchase
, ; : > . 0
British Columbia) unemployment rates, let’'s focuscandidates chose notto participatehe alternative goal of 1% wouldyour gqods. However, it would be
on labour costs, since the two ar&kesponses were received for bothave chased away every lasa political nightmare to defend
Have you ever wondered whydirectly related. NDP candidates, and although theorporate donation while seeingsuch unemploymentrates with talk
economic advisors to Canadian One of the best ways to bringGreen Party did not have anythe corporate mediabeginafuriouf how their idea of a so-called
governments suggest that 8 or Qvages down is to ensure thatandidates here, their campaigrampaign to discredit a party thatfunctioning labour market”
per centunemploymentin Canadavorkers are given the impressiorheadquarters did reply to thesought a near-full employmentrequires a certain number of
is quite high, 20% is beyond belief,that they are easily replaced andjuestionnaire. rate. Thus neither party gave ainemployed to ensure the cost of
but 6% is just about perfect? One of the 33 questions wasstraight answer. things doesn’t keep creeping up.
Here are a few numbers to help “Which of the following three  As for the Liberal and They would excuse increasing
putthat 6% goal in perspective fo options do you feel is the mostConservative candidates thisunemploymentrates onthingsthat
British Columbians. We've got a desirable unemployment rate forquestion was likely a deal-breakemere out of their control: free trade
population of 4.4 million, and British Columbians, and why: 1%, for their participation in the agreements, foreign markets, lack
according to Statistics Canada fo 10%, or 20%?”" guestionnaire; ideally the neo-of corporate/foreign investment,
the year 2011, 60% of all British Neither the Greens nor the NDRliberal and conservative approachred tape, etc.
Columbians, for a total of 2.64 actually answered the questionto the labour market relies on an The harsh reality is that there is
million, meet the definition of that there’s always a pool ofEach party (the responsefromeachnnecessarily high rate ofno desire by any of the four major
“working”. Roughly 40% of workerswhowilldothe sameworkNDP candidate was identical)unemployment in order to keepparties in BC to end
British Columbians were not forless money. With this so-calledindicated that they had plans tahe cost of production down, so,unemployment, or at least bring it
considered to be part of the work‘reserve pool of the unemployed”address unemploymentbutrefusetheir reply, if they were honest,to the point where ordinary
force, so their state ofworkers are less inclined totoindicate what they thought waswould be either 10% or 20%. working people can start
unemployment was not includeddemand a fair share of the profitsa good unemployment rate. The As mentioned earlier, the demanding the wages that ensure
in the official unemploymentrate. or unionize, or even reportGreens’ response was, howevehiggest corporations are financierghey are getting their fair share of
So the part of the workforce employerswho are breaking labousomewhat more lengthy and theyof neo-liberal and conservativethe profit pie. With the existence
that was considered unemployedaws and safety regulations. did suggest that there will alwaysparties. Part of maximizing profits of the “reserve pool of the
is around 200,000 (for a rate of Workers in the non-union be a certain number of peoples driving down wages; this is unemployed” working folks will

LABOUR
VOICES

7.5%). Ifwe had achieved the ideakector, and increasingly amongst
rate of 6% unemployment, thenunionized worksites, are receiving
there would have been abouthe message that they are
160,000 people unemployed. Thixpendable - not only because o
is just about the perfect number othe number of already available
unemployed workers in thisunemployed workers - but also
province (according to mostbecause ofthe increasing number
mainstream economic/political of “temporary” foreign workers

seldom be inaposition to do much
more than fight for the few pennies
that might help them keep up with
inflation. And let there be no

mistake, every decent thing that
working people have today came
by fighting and demanding these
things from the entities that control

advisors), give or take 1%. If thebeing brought over to work for 5,"?
unemployment rate were to dropless than Canadians. And, in the il
to 5% that would still leave aboutworst case scenario, Canadial 52 %ll

|

the purse-strings.

For folks who want to
challenge the idea that there must
always be hundreds of thousands
of British Columbians unem
ployed in order to have a
functioning economy, | suggest
your first question to the next
politician who comes knocking

132,000 unemployed in BC. workers are told they need to I ! 24
But, who exactly is this compete with wages paid to /5"

“perfect” for? Answer: employers workers who survive on just a few
seeking to maximize profits viadollars a day in third-world
lowering wage costs. countries who can do the same
There are many ways towork for much less.
maximize profits in our capitalist ~ That's primarily why we no on your door should be: “Do you
system; the simplestways includdonger manufacture anything in think it’s fair that tens, or
skirting environmental and safetyCanada. The only reason we stilunemployed because their jobsspecially true whentheir productshundreds, of thousands of British
regulations, reducing costs ofhave mining, lumber, oil, gas andwere no longer needed and theyre not for domestic consumptionColumbians must remain unem
labour, and using creativeagricultural work is becauseare in the midst of finding new anyway, sothere’s noreal conceriployed in order to ensure cor
accounting to exploit tax thesethingsare literally attachedvork, and that some of thisabout whether people in yourporations can maximize profits?”
loopholes. The more costly waysto the soil, otherwise they toounemployment is simply “a manufacturing area can afford toor, “When you say “functioning
of maximizing profits include would have all been sentto Chinafunction of the business cycle.” purchase what you’re economy’, who is it supposed to
innovation and investment inlndia or Mexico. With the  This really wasn't a difficult manufacturing, all that matters isbe functioning for?®
practices and products that allowelimination of most trade barriersquestion - we even made it multiple
you to make a product moreand controls that once protecteahoice with three very distinct
efficiently and thereby increasethe Canadian manufacturingsuggestions. Yetan admission that : ’
profits because you can reducéndustries there was no need fgbo?r?these parties are comfortable Torles pr0|0ng P AFSO dISpLIte
the costs of production, or, youthe industrialists/capitalists towith anywhere between 100,000
can increase profits by creating &eep making things here. and 200,000 British Columbians
better product that can out-sell The Kamloops and District being unemployed on any given
more inferior products, or thatLabour Council sent day is not a philosophically
allow you to charge more for yourquestionnaires to all provincial appealing prospect for people who
product because people areandidates (that belonged to are concerned about things like
willing to pay more for that party)inthetwoKamloopsridings being able to find suitable and
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Rotating strikes and pickets initiated by the Professional Association
of Foreign Service Officers (PAFSO) could costthe Canadian economy
$1 billion by the end of the year, if the government fails to come to an
agreementwith the union. The strikes have caused visa delays, making
itimpossible for many students, family visitors, tourists and conference
goers to come to Canada. The union says its demands - $4.2 million to
eliminate serious wage discrepancies with other public service workers
- represents about 1.5 per cent of the short-term cost of the strike to the
Canadian tourism sector alone. Critics argue the Conservatives are
using the PAFSO dispute to practice how they will bargain with all
public sector employees next year.

Ikea union rejects latest of fer

Workers at an IKEA store in Richmond, BC, have unanimously
rejected management’s most recent offer. Their contract expired in
2012 and the dispute started in May when IKEA locked out the 350
workers. The mostrecent offer would have changed the workers’ pay
structure, forcing employees to work longer to make the maximum
rate of pay. It also included a clause that their pay would be
contingent, in part, on the store’s performance. Workers argued that
management can control the store’s performance, and so their
salaries would be at the whim of management’s business decisions.

Every issue of PeoprLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it’ s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the

people’s

Voic

Professor urges “retail revolution”

to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a

Postal Code

And we do more than that-we Brock University Professor of Labour Studies Kendra Coulter
report and analyze event s froma arguesthat Canada’s retail scene is rapidly changing. The polarization
revolutionary perspective, helping Address between high-end stores and low-cost department stores is having

dramatic changes on the workers. Retail workers represent the
largest sector of workers in Canada, with jobs that are low paid and
insecure. Coulter calls for a retail revolution, and points to recent

socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,
that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

every p age—in every issue! L 1314 |

unionization drives of workers in Brampton, Ontario, at the clothing
store Sirens, as an example of what's needed.
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