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The Indian economy keeps on
booming for the wealthy elite.

But what does all this "progress"
bring for the most exploited and
oppressed peoples of India: the

dalits and adivasis?

Surveys find that only two
Canadians out of 100 deny that
climate change is happening...
including the Harper Tories?
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block the Liberal-Tory corporate

agenda and to win a People's
Alternative for Ontario.
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Here's my contribution
to the PV Fund Drive!

Enclosed please find my donation of $_____
to the 2012 People's Voice Press Fund Drive.

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

City/town  ______________________________

Prov. ________  Postal Code _______________

Send your contribution to:
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

Walk-A-Thon boosts PV FundMarking 90th anniversary of the working class press

Our series of historic front pages from the 90 years of the working class press in Canada continues
with this issue of the Pacific Tribune, dated January 7, 1972. The paper reports that some time after
3:30 am on January 1, shortly after 500 people left a New Year’s celebration at the Russian
People’s Home at 600 Campbell Ave. in Vancouver, a powerful bomb containing 50 sticks of
dynamite went off. The PT noted that the bombing followed a pattern of similar terrorist attacks by
ultra-right, anti-communist, anti-labour groups across North America. Inside this edition the
Tribune reported on the struggle against rising unemployment rates, the escalation of the U.S.
imperialist war in Vietnam, and the economic progress of the USSR and other socialist countries.

By Liz Rowley

In a militant speech to a sea of
delegates attending the CAW’s
Constitutional and Collective
Bargaining Convention, held
August 20-24 in Toronto,
President Ken Lewenza laid out
the breadth and depth of the neo-
liberal attack on Canadian
workers. “Global capitalism is
long past its best before date,”
said Lewenza, inviting
progressives and democrats
across Canada to “join the family
of the labour movement to change
the course of Canada”.

“Another world is possible, and
that’s not empty rhetoric - it’s a
call to action for working people
across Canada”, he said.  “We are
in the early days of a popular
movement that will redefine our
country, and the same is true for
countries around the world”.

Lewenza pointed to the “Arab
spring”, the Occupy movement,
the Quebec students’ protest, the
labour fightback in Wisconsin, the
NDP’s rise to Official Opposition,
Canadian scientists and doctors
who are confronting the Harper
government’s environmental and
refugee health care policies,
refusing to be muzzled.

The CAW leader cited the loss
of 800,000 manufacturing jobs in
Canada in the last decade, and the
vicious attacks on wages, pensions
and jobs at Vale, US Steel, Rio
Tinto, and Alcan, as well as in the
public sector with austerity budgets
at every level. Corporations and
right-wing governments are aiming
now to break the unions in Canada,
said Lewenza, the way they’ve
broken them in the US starting
with Ronald Reagan’s firing of
13,000 striking air traffic
controllers in 1981.

Pointing to the Hudak Tories,

who are campaigning to eliminate
the Rand formula and the closed
shop in Ontario (labour laws won
with the historic 1945 Ford strike
in Windsor), to Premier Brad Wall
whose reactionary Saskatchewan
Party is campaigning to do the
same in that province, and to
Liberal Premier Jean Charest, who
criminalized dissent in Quebec

with Bill 78, Lewenza warned that
“they’ve declared war on
workers... The fight will intensify,
but we are determined to win.”

The way forward, he said, is
through social unionism and the
merger of the CAW and the CEP,
to create a new union that would
be “Canadian, democratic,
progressive, a social union, with
strong local unions”.

The proposal is the focus of the
CAW’s historic 2012 convention,
and of the CEP’s convention this
fall. The new union would be
formed next year, if the two
conventions vote to support the
proposal.

Lewenza also called for the
creation of “a publicly-owned
national development bank to
direct spending toward real

investments in key sectors and
regions. We need to tame the
uncontrolled power of private
banks to control the flow of credit
and set interest rates. And we need
to assert public control over the
financial sector.”

Speaking about the union’s
relationship with the NDP,
Lewenza said this would be settled
at the new union’s 2013
convention, but noted criticisms

CAW President issues milit ant Call to Action

CAW President Ken Lewenza
(PV photo: Ed Bil)

of the NDP including that it has
been “galloping to the centre”. He
also said that political action
cannot be left to the NDP, and that
putting people into the streets was
crucial to future victories.

At the end of the first day,
delegates seemed gripped with the
seriousness of the challenges
facing their union, and the
Canadian labour movement, and
were clearly supportive of the

direction their union proposes.
CUPE national President Paul

Moist topped off the day with a
strong endorsement of the
proposal, and called for a united
and fighting labour movement that
would build strong links of
solidarity with communities. “You
can count on CUPE anywhere in
Canada to support you” he said.

(Look for a further report in
our next issue.)  ●

By Johan Boyden, Montreal

As Québec approaches a crucial
election on September 4, the majority
of students have voted to halt their
long-lasting strike mobilization that
helped trigger the vote. About 60,000
students remain on strike according to
the militant student union la CLASSE
(as of Aug. 21). Most votes saw long
and intense debates about strategy
and tactics. On most campuses,
between twenty and forty per cent of
students supported continued strike
action.

In explaining the vote, the CLASSE
pointed to the intense pressure faced
by students. Repressive Bill 78 is now
Law 12, which bans any kind of strike
action (even symbolic) imposing harsh
fines on students, their unions,
teachers, and post-secondary
institutions that don’t obey the law.
Many schools told students that if
they voted for a continued strike
everyone would receive a failing grade
for the semester.

There is also concern that continued
strike action might backfire and
actually help the Charest Liberals’
“law and order” platform. Polls
indicate the Liberals’ major challenge
is from the pro-business Parti
Québécois headed by Pauline Marois.
In third place is Francois Legault’s
ultra-right Coalition for Québec’s

Future (CAQ).
The big parties have tried to focus

on corruption, economic development
with Plan Nord, and the continued
debate about secularism and
“reasonable accommodation.” But the
pressure of the spring’s massive
popular student struggle refuses to go
away.

The progressive party strongly
identified with the cause of the
students, labour and social movements
is Québec Solidaire (QS). As one of
its star ideas, QS would “eliminate all
fees charged to students and their
parents when attending any public or
parapublic institutions from preschool
to university.”

The QS, led by co-spokespeople
Dr. Amir Khadir (elected provincially
in Mercier) and feminist activist
Francoise David, hopes to pick up
seats in the vote. Québec Solidaire is
the party with the most women
candidates (62 female and 62 male,
compared to 28.1% women for all
parties), and the party’s website lists
14 candidates who are trade unionists.

The QS platform advocates many
immediate demands that are similar to
the policies of the Communist Party
of Canada, including:
* Create a universal public drug
insurance plan and “Pharma-Québec”,
a public pharmaceutical acquisition
and production centre, and stopping

privatization of health care;
* Amend anti-scab legislation to
prevent all indirect use of employees
by the employer involved in a labour
dispute as well as the use of production
by alleged volunteers, and ban both
lockouts and recourse to injunctions
against picketing;
* Opposition to the Comprehensive
Economic Trade Agreement (CETA)
and the North American Free Trade
Agreement;
* Re-establish a progressive tax
system, with exceptions for the lowest
income brackets, and introducing tax
brackets for corporations, as well as
eliminating tax loopholes.
* Nationalize the strategic resources
for which Québec has extraction and
exploitation technical expertise,
especially certain raw materials and
energy-related resources.
* Electoral reform including mixed-
member proportional representation.

Broad emphasis is put on social
justice and equity issues. The QS
calls to create 40,000 new childcare
spaces, shifting private facilities into
the public sector, and expanding the
hours during which childcares
operate, to support parents working
in non-standard jobs.

QS calls for the Québec National

Crucial Québec vote on Sept. 4

Last issue, we stressed that to keep publishing People’s Voice,
we need your support, especially during the usual “summer
doldrums”. That support came through on August 12, when dozens
of readers and friends gathered for the annual People’s Voice Walk-
A-Thon organized by the Lower Fraser Club CPC. Editor Kimball
Cariou and circulation manager Sam Hammond joined our Surrey
supporters at Bear Creek Park for a brisk walk, followed by a
delicious South Asian buffet lunch and a lively cultural program.

The best news of the day was on the financial side. Thanks to the
efforts of Harjit Daudharia, Krishna Syal, Nazir Rizvi and others, a
total of about $4000 was raised for the PV Fund Drive. Some
pledges are still being collected, but this initial figure brings British
Columbia to about $16,000, or 80% of the province’s $20,000
target.

We are now closing in on our $50,000 target. The next issue will
include a final report on the 2012 Press Fund Drive. Please make
one last push to collect donations and pledges, so that we can go
over the top to start the fall! ●

see QUEBEC, page 11
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NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN
People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* Over 400 people protested outside Marineland park in Niagara
Falls after former workers exposed how cutbacks in maintenance
and low staffing have led to animal infections and deaths. One patron
publicly ripped up their season pass. The city recently sold Marineland
a strip of land in front of the park, which activists had said was to
prevent protests. But when the workers stepped forward the result
was a record turnout despite the company and city’s maneuvers.
* A St. Catharines women’s shelter reported that it was over
capacity; staff cited the economic crisis as the trigger for the spike
in abuse, although it is not an excuse.
* Another Niagara food bank reported it was empty. Donations
from organized labour make up a key part of the supply, but after
massive layoffs and concessions in the area, former donors have
become the hungry and desperate.

K i t c h e n e r - W a t e r l o o
Communists have nominated
provincial party leader Elizabeth
Rowley to contest the Sept. 6 by-
election in that riding.

Rowley, who was an East York
Public School Trustee during the
Mike Harris years, told campaign
supporters at an August 15 event
in Kitchener that the Liberals are
no different from the Tories when
it comes to attacking teachers,
students and school boards.

“Their real aim,” said Rowley,
“is to slash wages and jobs,
dismantle and privatize public
education, and eliminate School
Boards - and local democracy -
altogether.”

Rowley continued, “Deliberate
and illegal interference in

negotiations between School
Boards and the unions
representing teachers and
educational workers is an attempt
to create a crisis so that the
Liberals, with the Tories’ support,
can legislate a wage freeze and
implement the massive cuts and
privatizations called for in the
Drummond Report and enabled
in the spring budget.

"What is happening here is a
demonstration of why voters
should reject both Liberal and
Tory agendas for Ontario, and
deny the Liberals a majority. Their
interference is anti-democratic,
anti-labour and pro-corporate.
Free collective bargaining is a
basic democratic right, and all
employers must respect it -

Communist Party (Ontario)
leader Elizabeth Rowley

CP calls for single, secular , quality public school system in Ont ario
especially governments.

“Working people need strong
social programs, strong public and
post-secondary education systems,
a strong public healthcare system,
and good jobs. A real recovery in
other words - a People’s Recovery.

“A single, secular, quality
public school system, open to all
regardless of religion, national or
ethnic origin, or sexual orientation,
is long overdue. The current system
is discriminatory, divisive, and an
unnecessary and wasteful
duplication of services.

“The Communist Party has
campaigned for a single, secular,
quality public school system since
1921. We were the only party to
oppose the extension of full
funding by the Davis Tories in

1985. Ontario is now the only
province with full public funding
for religious schools. The United
Nations Human Rights Comm-
ittee has condemned this

discrimination. The time has come
to fix this, by gradually
withdrawing funding and
transitioning Catholic schools into
the public system.”

Elizabeth Rowley’s campaign
platform contains a 10 point
Prescription for a People’s
Recovery, based on creating jobs,
raising wages and incomes,
expanding social programs,
strengthening labour and
democratic rights, justly settling
Aboriginal land claims, and
doubling the corporate tax rate
and reversing corporate tax cuts as
the centrepiece of progressive tax
reform based on ability to pay.

(For more information, contact
the Communist Party at 416-469-
2446)  ●

Electoral fraud case hearings
Excerpts from a recent appeal by Maude Barlow, National
Chairperson of The Council of Canadians

After five months and numerous attempts by Conservative Party
lawyers to derail it all, evidence of widespread, targeted and effective
voter suppression during the 2011 federal election is now scheduled for
hearing by the Federal Court of Canada.

The hearings get underway December 10, 2012. While we all hoped
they would commence sooner, there’s more time to gather further
evidence - including information from Elections Canada, which the
Court has been asked to decide on shortly.

Shamefully, Conservative Party lawyers continue to drive up legal
costs with baseless motions (the first of which has already been soundly
rejected by the Court). This includes their latest motion, which would
require the applicants to file a security deposit of $250,000 to cover the
Conservative Party MPs’ legal costs - above and beyond their own costs
- in full and upfront before the hearings get underway.

That motion will be heard on September 18th. In the meantime, we’re
only $40,000 away from our goal of raising $240,000 for the applicants’
legal costs. With your generosity I know we’ll get there. As the legal
proceedings unfold, we’ll continue to keep you informed every step of
the way.

(www.canadians.org)  ●

Statement of the Central
Executive Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, August 20, 2012

The crisis in Syria continues to
deepen with every passing day.
Thousands have been killed or
injured, including countless
civilians caught in the crossfire
between armed opposition groups
and government forces. Thousands
more have been displaced from
their towns and villages and forced
into internal or foreign exile by the
fighting. In this very real sense,
the situation has become a human
and social tragedy of the first order.

But what is actually taking place
in Syria? Who is really provoking
the violence and prolonging the
agony of the Syrian people?

The Western corporate-
controlled media would have us
believe that the root cause of the
conflict is the “tyrannical”
government of President Bashar
El-Assad which clings to power at

"The Syrian conflict must be resolved by the
Syrian people themselves"

any price, willing to sacrifice the
health and security of its own
people. This “big lie” is central to
the intensifying propaganda
campaign to vilify El-Assad in
order to conceal the role of
reactionary and clerical forces bent
on destabilizing and ultimately
overthrowing the current
government and seizing power for
themselves. And if necessary, this
demonization campaign will be
used as a pretext for imperialist
military intervention and
occupation to directly impose
“regime change”, as was done in
Iraq and most recently in Libya.

The global media offensive
against Syria is only one aspect of a
multi-faceted imperialist strategy to
crush (and possibly dismember) the
Syrian state. The broader objective
is to fashion a “New Middle East” of
weak and pliant Arab states under
the domination of U.S. and European
imperialist powers and their local
gendarme in the region, the
expansionist state of Israel. This

would guarantee unfettered access
to the petroleum and other natural
resources of the region, and extend
imperialist geopolitical hegemony
into the “underbelly” of Asia, further
encircling both the Russian
Federation and China.

Undermining the Syrian state is
pivotal in achieving this imperialist
ambition. Due to its central
location in the region, its secular
character and socially progressive
policy orientation, and its firm
solidarity with the just struggle of
the Palestinian people and its
opposition to the expansionist
policies of Zionist Israel, Syria
has long been in the cross-hairs of
U.S. imperialism. For their own
reasons, reactionary Arab regimes
- especially Saudi Arabia and Qatar
- as well as Turkey are also anxious
to weaken and crush Syria.

“Regime change” in Damascus
and its replacement with a more
pliant, pro-imperialist regime
would compound this catastrophe
for the Syrian people. It would
also dramatically alter the regional
balance of forces, weakening the
anti-imperialist forces, and serving
as a prelude - and launching pad -
for NATO/Israeli aggression
against neighbouring Iran, the most
powerful state in the region.

When anti-government protests
erupted in Syria last year, U.S.
imperialism and its local and
regional backers seized the
opportunity to launch its “tried and
true” destabilization campaign,
using popular discontent (and the
at times crude methods used by
local Syrian officials to quell the
protests) as a cover to move into
action. Many Syrians were
justifiably angry at the impact of
neoliberal “reforms” which
weakened national production,
increased unemployment, and
widened social and economic
disparities between the mass of
working people and national and
foreign capitalists, aided by weak,
misguided and sometimes corrupt
government officials.

But legitimate opposition
voices were quickly either co-
opted or shunted aside by hardcore,
heavily foreign-financed and
armed gangs determined to make
Syria ungovernable. Terrorist
attacks to spur further government
crackdowns, sectarian violence to

incite distrust and enmity between
the Sunni majority and the Alawite
and other minorities, the smuggling
of heavy weapons and even
mercenaries from abroad, and
finally open calls for direct foreign
intervention in violation of Syria’s
national sovereignty - this has been
the orchestrated game plan carried
out by the “internal opposition”.

Meanwhile the misnamed
“Friends of Syria” - the cabal of
U.S. and other imperialist powers,
the reactionary and despotic Arab
regimes, and the counter-
revolutionary Syrian National
Council - have dismissed every
attempt of the Assad government
to dialogue with the “opposition”,
to achieve a ceasefire under the
Kofi Annan peace plan, or to
introduce constitutional reforms
ending the state of emergency and
opening the way for more open
parliamentary elections. Instead,
they have forced through several
rounds of anti-Syrian sanctions at
the UN Security Council, and have
denounced Russia and China for
vetoing strident and dangerous
resolutions which would have give
a green light for foreign imperialist
aggression under the sanction of
the United Nations, as was done in
March 2011 against Libya.

The Harper government has
played a particularly despicable role
in this sordid affair, beating the

drums for sanctions and war on
Syria. Unfortunately, the main
opposition parties in Canada’s
parliament - the Liberals and NDP
- have done little better. Indeed, all
three parties have thrown in their
lot with the imperialist conspiracy
against Syria, arguing in favour of
“humanitarian interventionism”
and the “responsibility to protect”
(R2P) as a justification for yet
another aggression.

The Communist Party of
Canada fundamentally rejects the
building war hysteria over Syria
and Iran, and warns that such
military adventurism could well
lead to a dangerous conflagration
throughout the Middle East region,
and beyond. We call for the full
respect of Syrian national
sovereignty and independence, the
removal of sanctions, the
immediate halt to all covert
financial and military support to
the Free Syrian Army and other
armed groups inside Syria, and the
renunciation of a military
“solution”, in favour of a ceasefire
by all combatants and peaceful
national dialogue to restore peace
to that troubled country.

Stop the meddling! End the
sanctions! Prevent a new,
dangerous war! Respect Syria’s
national sovereignty! The Syrian
conflict must be resolved by the
Syrian people themselves! ●

"Opposition fighters" armed by outside forces.
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SPEAKING
FRANKLY

Dr. Pamela D. Palmater is a
Mi’kmaw lawyer, who
teaches Indigenous law,
politics and governance at
Ryerson University. This
commentary is from her
August 7 blog posting at
www.indigenousnation-
hood.blogspot.ca.

By now most of you have heard
about the Harper government’s
intention to introduce legislation
that will turn reserve lands into
individual holdings called fee
simple. The legislation has been
referred to as the First Nation
Property Ownership Act
(FNPOA). [Editor's note:
Palmater refers to the FNPOA as
the Flanagan National Petroleum
Ownership Act, after Harper's
advisor Tom Flanagan.] Some
media outlets have referred to it as
“privatization” but what the
legislation would really do is turn
the collective ownership of reserve
lands into small pieces of land
owned by individuals who could
then sell it to non-First Nations
peoples, land-holding companies
and corporations, like Enbridge
for example....

Here are some of the questions
asked of me by the media and my
answers in very brief form:
1. First Nations hate the Indian
Act, why would they object to
Harper amending or repealing
the Act?

The abolishment of the Indian
Act was the central feature of the
1969 White Paper - the federal
policy that would assimilate
“Indians” once and for all. It is up
to First Nations to decide when
and how they want to amend or
repeal the Indian Act - Canada has
done enough damage under the
guise of “what is good for the
Indians”.

Harper specifically promised at
the co-called Crown-First Nation
Gathering that: “To be sure, our
Government has no grand scheme
to repeal or to unilaterally re-write
the Indian Act”. This legislation
would be a significant and unilateral
amendment to the Indian Act.
2. But First Nations can’t access
mortgages or start businesses
without owning land in fee
simple?

Flanagan National Petroleum Owner-
ship Act: S top Big Oil land grab

That is simply not true.
Individual band members have
been working with their First
Nations and the major banks to
obtain mortgages to build homes
on reserve for many years. Many
band members and bands have
also been able to receive loans
from banks to start businesses
without leveraging their homes.
One must also remember that
owning a home doesn’t mean you
can open a business on your land -
there are zoning and other laws on
reserve as there would be in any
neighbourhood.
3. But Canadians get to own land
in fee simple?

Canadians have the option to
own land in fee simple only if they
are wealthy enough to buy land or
qualify for a mortgage. Thousands
of First Nations people also own
land in fee simple all over the
country. Some First Nations people
also hold land via Certificate of
Possession on reserve which is
very similar to fee simple, except
that it can’t be sold to non-First
Nations people.
4. But if First Nations could own
land in fee simple, wouldn’t that
cure the housing crisis?

This ability to own land in fee
simple has not cured homelessness
in Canada and in fact, it is on the
rise. The ability to hold reserve
lands in fee simple would not
qualify any individual for a
mortgage. Part of getting a
mortgage is being able to get
insurance - who would insure a
mold-infested, asbestos-
contaminated home without
running water or sanitation
services? This sounds like more of
a cure for the economy and
mortgage lenders than it does for
First Nations.
5. But commentators have said
this would cure First Nation
poverty?

The origins of the current crisis
of poverty in First Nations are in
the theft of our lands and resources,
the genocide committed against
our people, the federal
strangulation of our governments
and the refusal to properly
recognize and provide space for
our treaty, Aboriginal, and inherent
rights and laws. Fee simple has
nothing to do with it. There is

absolutely no evidence that fee
simple ownership has cured
poverty. In fact, the studies have
shown that the chronic
underfunding of essential social
services by the federal government
is the primary cause of the current
levels of poverty in First Nations.
6. But Manny Jules and eight
other First Nations want this
legislation?

With all due respect, Manny
Jules heads a federal government
organization - he is not a First
Nation leader or community
spokesperson. If there are a handful
of First Nations who truly want to
divide their reserves into individual
parcels of fee simple lands, they
can do so via current processes
under the Indian Act or self-
government negotiations for
example. There is no way that
eight First Nations should set
national law or policy for 633 First
Nations. Treaty implementation
and the resolution of land claims
are far more critical to First Nation
well-being.
7. But isn’t the legislation
optional? What’s the harm?

With INAC, even optional laws
and policies are never truly
optional. Once the government
decides it wants First Nations to
behave in a certain way, they use a

see LAND GRAB, page 11

The poison of white supremacy
The massacre of six people at a Wisconsin Sikh temple by an

active white supremacist is a sobering reminder that racism remains
a deadly poison in the 21st century. Despite claims that we have
moved into a “post-racial” era, both individual and systemic racism
are deeply embedded in our “civilized” society. While governments
spend billions of dollars on security and surveillance to track critics
of pro-corporate policies, violent fascist and anti-immigrant
movements openly attack members of racialized communities and
anti-racist activists (and sometimes even their fellow neo-nazis!)
with virtual impunity. The Wisconsin killer was a former U.S.
soldier, proving again that NATO’s armed forces are a hotbed of
virulent racism.

And the problem goes much deeper. Both Canada and the U.S.
emerged through the seizure of indigenous lands and the genocidal
treatment of First Nations right up to the present, openly justified by
the racist ideology of the supposedly “more advanced” European
colonizers. Canada became a major capitalist power through the
exploitation of millions of immigrants. Not much has changed, as
seen by the Harper Tories’ campaign to demonize “undesirable”
migrants such as Roma refugees, while expanding temporary foreign
worker programs which turn migrants into second-class people with
lower wages and few legal rights.

This trend is likely to continue as the global capitalist economic
crisis gets worse. Scapegoating is a perennial ruling class tactic to
divide workers’ collective resistance against pay cuts and attacks
on social programs and labour rights. The left and progressive
movements must respond by stepping up our anti-racist struggles,
against both the violent neo-fascists, and the Harper Tories who
put the official government stamp of approval on institutional,
systemic racism.

Stop the Ontario wage freeze
Ontario’s McGuinty Liberal government is preparing to recall

the Legislature to impose an “emergency” two year wage freeze and
benefit cuts on teachers and educational workers, despite the fact
that negotiations continue with no signs of any imminent work
stoppage. As usual, bargaining between School Boards and the
unions will continue if current agreements expire.

But the Liberal minority in Queen’s Park has been whipping up
public fears of a work stoppage in early September, to justify their
illegal intervention and subversion of free collective bargaining in
education.

The real decision to cut wages was made by the Liberals’ spring
budget, supported by the Tories, and unopposed by the NDP. All
three parties agreed this was reasonable to eliminate the province’s
$15 billion deficit created by the bailout of the banks and corporations
in 2008, on top of 30 years of massive corporate tax cuts. “Creating
a crisis” in education worked for the Tories in 1995. The Liberals
hope it will work again in 2012.

Meanwhile, Tory leader Tim Hudak wants to transform Ontario
into a right to work jurisdiction, like Indiana: an end to the closed
shop and dues check-off, and tight restrictions on the social and
political activities of unions. And the NDP says it will oppose the
wage freeze legislation. So why did they vote for the cuts in the first
place? The Liberals and Tories have few differences when it comes
to attacking labour, and to the dismay of the public, the NDP hasn’t
got nearly enough.

The Communist Party is calling for a massive protest against the
Liberal legislation, which could pass with Tory support. Only mass
action by labour and its allies, and the We Are Ontario Coalition,
can stop this legislation in a minority Legislature.
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Saskatchewan Labour rights under fire
PV Manitoba Bureau

The irony of asking workers
how to better regulate their limited
rights at a time of complete
lawlessness by the corporations,
banks and wealthy seems totally
lost on the government of
Saskatchewan.

The process to review every
labour law is deeply flawed.
Premier Brad Wall’s government

July 31, 2012 - Members of the
Communist Party in Sask-
atchewan point out that you are
questioning the entire range of
rights enjoyed by the labour
movement and all workers, the
majority of people. Too many
workers have died in the struggle
for the rights you are questioning
for this matter to be ignored.

Do Saskatchewan’s labour
laws need to improve? Yes, they
do. Basic improvements include:
* shorten the work week to 32 hours,
with no loss in take-home pay
* ban compulsory overtime
* significantly increase the
minimum wage
* extend labour rights and
protections to foreign “guest”
workers
* strengthen job and pay equity
legislation
* strengthen the right to organize;
stronger penalties for employer
interference
* ban scabbing.

But it is obvious that the
intention of your review is to attack
labour rights. Your questions are
a thinly-veiled effort to set the
stage for a massive attack on
unions and workers’ rights, just
like the anti-worker attacks under
the pretext of “austerity” by right-
wing, pro-corporate governments
across Europe and many

A public letter to the
Government of Saskatchewan

jurisdictions in North America, such
as Minnesota or Ohio.

The only solution is for unions
and other popular organizations to
defeat these right-wing
governments and their anti-labour,
anti-people agendas.

Your questions are just a tactic
to keep workers fighting defensive
battles and prepare a corporate wish
list where to weaken unions and
boost profits. Your government has
never campaigned for the expansion
of laws that protect the working
majority of Saskatchewan.

It is time to mobilize for a fight
that will defeat your government
and its corporate backers.
Saskatchewan unions will have the
solidarity of workers across the
land, and you will lose.

You cannot justify attacking
rights used by working people to
improve their lives, the lives of
their families and their
communities.

Attacking workers and their
families only makes it clearer that
capitalism is failing to provide
hopeful or stable living conditions
for the majority of people in
Canada and around the world. The
wars Canada is helping start are
another sign of crisis for global
capitalism.

Your corporate backers would
be astonished to hear you explain

to the workers of Saskatchewan
that the purpose of your review
was to improve labour laws.

On the other hand, we believe
the time is right to question the
entire range of rights enjoyed by
the big corporations and banks in
Saskatchewan, including why
they should exist at all.

If you ask questions, everyone
should ask questions. Your
questions are limited by narrow,
selfish corporate interests.

Broader questions can only
help working people get out
of the mess you are creating in
an economy bui l t  on the
strength of other countries
(resources),  in just ice to
Aboriginal peoples, lowering
wages and impoverishing
people, kill ing the family
farm, l imi t ing access to
education, and catastrophic
miscalculations about the
environment.

You may not like this line of
questioning, but the majority of
people in Saskatchewan -
Aboriginal peoples, workers,
farmers and small businesses -
will appreciate that such
questions would be fair and even
necessary.

- Darrell Rankin, for the Trade
Union Commission, Communist
Party of Canada  ●

allowed only ninety days for people
to comment. There were no public
hearings.

Few people bothered to
participate. About 2,000 groups
or people made a submission,
including the Communist Party
(see box). Replying to the CPC’s
letter, Premier Brad Wall’s office
explained that the review’s aim is
to “modernize, simplify and
amalgamate labour legislation as

well as explore the creation of a
Saskatchewan Employment
Code.”

“We’ll see what come out the
other end this fall,” said Darrell
Rankin. His letter for the Party’s
trade union commission calls the
review “a thinly-veiled effort to
set the stage for a massive attack
on unions and workers’ rights.”

The official opposition NDP’s
submission focuses only on the

flawed process, yet they are holding
their own hearings across the
province in 20 days (and accepting
internet and mail submissions for
an undeclared period).
. “What we thought was we’d do
our own consultations,” provincial
NDP president Cory Oxelgren said.
“The party wanted to do something
in parallel, so we’re doing a website
to get some people’s opinions and
lay it out there.” ●

PV Vancouver Bureau

The latest news is not surprising,
but it does confirm previous
findings that low-income people
face higher health risks.

The Canadian Medical
Association (CMA) has released
poll results which were used to
help compile its 2012 National
Report Card on Canada’s health
care system. The Report was issued
for the CMA’s annual meeting,
held in mid-August in
Yellowknife.

Physicians find it “particularly
worrisome” that a widening gap in
health status appears to be
separating Canadians in different
income brackets, says the CMA.

“When it comes to the well-
being of Canadians, the old saying
that wealth equals health continues
to ring true,” CMA President John
Haggie commented.

The poll, conducted by Ipsos
Reid, found that only 39% of
respondents earning less than
$30,000 a year described their
health as excellent or very good,
compared with 68% for those
earning $60,000 or more.

The recent economic downturn
has had a significant impact.
Nearly half of respondents with
household incomes of $30,000 or
less (46%) reported spending less
time, energy and money
sustaining their health as the
economy slowed, compared with
19% of those from households
with incomes of $60,000 or more.

“We as Canadians tend to think
we have a fair society and an
equitable public health care system
when in reality there are vast
numbers of Canadians who are
forced to do without when it comes
to health care,” Haggie said. “That
is why the physicians of Canada
are pressing for the transformation
of health and health care - so that
patient needs truly can be put first.”

The survey found that 59% of

those earning less than $30,000
had accessed some form of health
care within the past month,
compared with 43% of those
earning more than $60,000. One
shocking figure is that 24% of
those in the lower income category
had either delayed or stopped
buying prescription drugs,
compared with just 3% of those
earning $60,000 or more. Over a
quarter (28%) of the lower-income
category have cancelled or delayed
dental appointments due to
financial concerns, and 27% have
skipped meals.

Tobacco use showed a sharp
divide, with 33% of those in the
lower income group reporting
daily tobacco use, compared with
10% in the higher income group.

Many health factors related to
wider socio-economic issues were
revealed by the report. For
example, only 66% of lower-
income earners report getting
enough sleep (6-8 hours per night),
compared to 81% of wealthier
Canadians. The lower-income
group also gets less exercise, and
are less able to purchase healthier
foods.

This year’s annual meeting
marked the first time that the CMA
focused on health equity.
Delegates raised specific social
determinants of health such as the
need for clean water in Aboriginal
communities, and climate change,
where physicians could speak up
and make a difference.

Recognition of the social
determinants of health was evident
in the opening remarks by Tom
Beaulieu, minister of health and
social services for the Northwest
Territories.

Beaulieu stated that his
government “joins a growing
worldwide movement in
recognizing that we need to look
at health in a broader social context
in order to have a healthy
population.” ●

Low income affect s
health, says CMA

By Kimball Cariou

One of the world’s most influential climate change
skeptics has now declared that climate change is real,
and caused entirely by humans. Physics professor
Richard Muller, the founder of the Berkeley Earth
Surface Temperature project, has proclaimed himself
a “converted skeptic.”

New findings from Muller’s project assert the
earth’s average land temperature rose by 1.5 degrees
Celsius over the past 250 years almost entirely due to
greenhouse gas pollution. Climate change is real, he
wrote, and humans are “almost entirely the cause.”

Muller’s turnabout is a major setback to climate
change skeptics such as the billionaire brothers, Charles
and David Koch. The Berkeley Earth Surface
Temperature project received $150,000 from Charles
Koch. The Koch brothers have also given $500,000 to
the right-wing Fraser Institute, well-known for its ties

to high-profile climate change skeptics.
Only two per cent of Canadians who responded to

a new opinion poll believe climate change is not
occurring. The findings are in a survey of 1550
people conducted in early June by Insightrix
Research, for IPAC-CO2 Research Inc., a Regina-
based centre that studies carbon capture and storage.

“Our survey indicates that Canadians from coast
to coast overwhelmingly believe climate change is
real and is occurring, at least in part due to human
activity,” said centre CEO Carmen Dybwad.

Almost one-third (32 per cent) said they believe
climate change is happening because of human
activity. Another 54 per cent believe it’s because of
human activity and partially due to natural climate
variation. Nine per cent blame natural climate
variation, and only two per cent deny that climate
change is occurring at all.

According to the survey, Prairie respondents are
least likely to believe that climate change is occurring
due to human activity, while residents of Quebec,
Atlantic Canada and British Columbia are most
likely to hold this belief.

In related news, the Greenland ice cap was melting
at a record pace with a month left to go in the summer
season. Researchers at New York’s City College
said in August that the ice cap had already set records
for the extent of melting over its surface and the
amount of ice exposed to warming air temperatures.

Greenland’s ice cap and Arctic sea ice are
considered to play an important role in regulating
climate over the rest of the planet. ●

Climate change: believe it or not...
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Commentary by members
of the Sudanese progressive
community in Toronto

Sudan is witnessing a second
round of popular protests this
summer, following the first one
in January 2011. More protesters
in several cities in Sudan are
joining and raising posters
denouncing the fascist military
Islamic regime, wanting it to step
down and chanting slogans:
“freedom, peace, democracy;
revolution is the people choice”.

Despite the savage repression,
campaigns of detention and
torture of political detainees
(around 2000 of them), the
demonstrations are continuing
into a second month. University
students, youth and women’s
organizations, trade unions,
political parties and popular
masses in different cities, are
among the participants in the
revolt against the regime until its
eminent fall.

These popular uprisings are a
continuation of a long struggle
against the Islamic regime, since
its military coup in 1989. The
opposition, through its rise and
retreat and relative victories and
defeats, continued to build and
deepen its social conscience, not
only about the national crises,

Revolt against Sudanese
regime continues

but also about the national
democratic alternative. The
capacity of the opposition and the
struggle against the regime never
diminished. It exists now at a new
level because of the deep economic
and social crisis the country has
been pushed into by the recent
austerity measures imposed by the
government. The economic policy
has resulted in the continuous
devaluation of the national

currency (a dollar now equals 6000
Sudanese pounds) and a budget
deficit of 9 billion Sudanese
pounds.

The crisis of the regime itself is
a significant part of the general
crisis. The regime’s capacity to
rule is profoundly depleted after
the complete bankruptcy of its
religious ideology and the
miserable failure of its economic

and social policies, which left
the country in ruins: organized
corruption and theft of the
resources of the country, the
manipulation of religion and
religious sentiments and beliefs
of the masses, and fascist
aggression, war and violence
against the Sudanese.

International solidarity with
the Sudanese people’s struggle
and the current uprising is gaining
momentum. Support and
solidarity is coming from
communist and progressive
parties, international and regional
human rights organizations, many
social media groups, the United
Nations and the Sudanese in the
Diaspora, gathering around
demands to release the detainees,
and to stop the torture and brutal
violence and aggression against
the peaceful demonstrators in the
cities of Sudan.

The Communist Party of Sudan
is actively involved in the struggle,
and calling for the fall of the Islamist
regime. Its members and cadre are
active in the demonstrations, and
many of them are habitual residents
of political detention centers. The
slogans of struggle are pushing the
consciousness of the people around
the immediate release of detainees,
and the continuation of the revolt
until the departure of the regime. ●

Victim of police attack during
the uprising in Sudan.

Commentary by the Young
Communist League of
Canada about the student
struggle in Canada, and
especially Ontario today.

The unity and militancy of the
Quebec student struggle has begun
to shake the rest of Canada. Across
the country, the youth and student
movement has been inspired and
emboldened by the struggle in
Quebec. Many have correctly
concluded that the best form of
solidarity is to step-up a united
fight back at home.

The Young Communist League
of Canada supports this growing
mobilization, made stronger by
work like the Casserole Night in
Canada protests that heard pots
banging from Antigonish,
Nova Scotia to Victoria,
British Columbia; and
here in Ontario, by
solidarity tours like that
organized by the Canadian
Federation of Students-
Ontario and the Toronto
student strike workshops
which drew in over a
hundred eager
participants.

Now is the time to start
building a broad, militant
and united fight back for accessible
education, which is in crisis in our
province:
* fees in Ontario are 23% higher
than the cross-Canada average
* college tuition has outstripped
inflation by 378%
* university tuition has outstripped
inflation by 509%
* students graduate with an average
debt of $37,000

The McGuinty Liberal
government has just announced
dangerous plans to compress four
year degrees into three. In Canada
and around the world we are
seeing a new kind of education
system where we pay more and
learn less. As all students scramble
to find work and pay our bills in
an economic crisis of capitalism,
indigenous peoples, women, and
racialized communities face
growing barriers to post-
secondary education. Inter-
national students are exploited as
“cash-cows”.

In place of accessible education,
we are being told to lower our
expectations and accept a life of
debt and unemployment.

Books not bombs
The McGuinty Liberals’ sham

30% tuition grant promised to
students in the last election is
woefully inadequate. Two-thirds
of students aren’t eligible. We are
told by the government there is not
enough money to pay for
“luxuries” like education and that
we must tighten our belts.

But if billions of dollars can be
spent on corporate tax breaks and
fighter jets, why is there no money
to spend on education? Free
education for Canada would be $5
billion annually. Harper‘s annual
military budget? $25 billion.

We must see what the
government cuts to education
really are - an ideological war being
waged against students in tandem
with attacks on the working class
majority.

Unity & resistance
is the way forward

It is tempting to reduce the student
struggle to a question of magic
leaders - or magic structure. Of

course, leadership that
understands its duty, listens
to members, and shows
uniting ways forward is very
helpful - as is a democratic
approach as expressed by
mass all-campus or
department level meetings of
students (General Assem-
blies), and especially when
the students themselves not
only make the decisions but
also carry them out.

On the other hand, the
main problem students face

is not a question of personalities
or decision-making process: it is
the political problem of unity and
militancy or bringing together the
broadest and most powerful unity
of students and their allies, behind
a militant political strategy to win
access to education.

The vast majority of students
already see education as socially
positive and support lower fees

and greater access. In order to turn
this sentiment into a visible force,
hard work is required, convincing
our campuses of the demand that
access to education is a right, and
of the urgency and necessity for
united and growing strategy.
United struggle is the only effective
path for students to win.

The way forward for the student
struggle must be to place front-
and-center the question of a broad,
powerful and united fight back
with an escalating action plan that
reaches beyond access to education
and ultimately demands free
education. The passive tactics of
lobbying, post cards and petitions,
isolated or one-day-a-year actions,
and campaigns centered on media
outreach rather than mass
mobilization are simply not
enough.

As the most progressive student
union in English-speaking Canada,
the Canadian Federation of
Students (CFS) is in the best
position to build such a plan and
win the students of Ontario to a
program of united struggle. To its
credit, not only reduced fees but
free education is the policy (at
least on paper) of the CFS.

This strong mandate has to be
put into action now. There is no
contradiction between respecting
the autonomy of local campuses
and the CFS organizing and
making a political battle to win
students into struggle - in fact, the
opposite.

On the other hand, everywhere
reactionary students have won
campuses to ditch the CFS, the
campus has shifted to the right and
political inactivity. If we got rid of
the CFS, students would wake up
with a big hangover and just have
to rebuild.

Many campuses are controlled
by right-wing student unions in
Ontario, and the Ontario
Undergraduate Student Alliance
and the Canadian Alliance of
Student Associations support
tuition increases. Everywhere
progressive students must re-
double their efforts to win their
campuses back from these forces,
linked to reactionary political
parties like the McGuinty Liberals
and Harper Tories.

The vast majority of students
view education as socially positive,
and strongly support greater access
and lower fees!

There is also a new breeze in
the air. Emboldened by youth
protest internationally, more
students are taking up the call of
accessible, quality, public not-for-
profit education from cradle to
grave and challenging the policies
of big business and their
governments.

The neoliberal agenda is being
implemented internationally,
therefore we must also recognize
this international reality in our local
struggle. The same struggle is
being waged by students in Chile,
South Africa, Germany, Britain,
Greece, Spain - and Quebec!
Across the globe, students are
fighting back!

Student strike,
people’ s struggle!

Hundreds of thousands of
students in Quebec have mobilized

over the last semester, despite
violent police repression and the
suspension of democratic rights,
using the strongest tactic to put
moral pressure on the government
- a student strike - and in doing so,
have shown that a broad, mass,
united struggle is by far the most
effective strategy.

The Quebec students have won
strong support from labour,
community groups and the people.
Despite the Mulclair NDP’s
silence, the sound of casseroles
are clanging across Canada!

Key parts of the escalating
mobilization in Quebec include
(1) campus “mobilization
committees,” which operate under
the regular direction of student
General Assemblies, as well as (2)
militant and relatively united
leadership by student unions, and
(3) an escalating action plan that
the grassroots membership and all
levels of activists feel they are
democratically driving forward.
Quebec also shows that the demand
for free education can open mass,
democratic debate about people’s
alternatives and social
transformation.

Mass mobilization and
cooperation between students and
other movements, especially
labour, is the only way we can
effectively defeat corporate and
government attacks on education.
Ontario students cannot afford to
wait to find the best direct
democratic structure or for
spontaneous opportunities, or the
next election to fight back. Every
month, every week we delay
organizing has a cost.

Get organized, fight
back!
* Show solidarity - wear a red
square!
* Get vocal - demand accessible
education as a right, not a privilege!
* Get involved - help build or
grow a local action or mobilization
committee
* Support and attend General
Assemblies, student elections, and
build your student union
* Demand an escalating plan of
action for a broad and united fight
back
* Open a broad democratic debate
about free and emancipatory
education.

Free education should be
federally funded. Cut military
spending by 75%! The YCL also
supports the Post-Secondary
Education Act, not least as the Feds
and Premiers negotiate transfer
payments currently. But unity with
the Quebec student movement and
Aboriginal students (for whom
access to education is also a treaty
right continually denied) must be
found on a new basis of justice and
equality of nations, not Canada‘s
existing Constitution.

The YCL thinks that a bold
counter-offensive is necessary. We
propose a Charter of Youth Rights
as a basis to bring together the
youth movement behind a social
vision of a better Canada.

Ultimately, we can and must
win a future that guarantees free
education, peace, equality,
ecological sustainability, and real
democracy - which we call
socialism! ●

Student s of Canada - Rise up!
Education is a right, not a privilege!
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Commentary from the
Central Trade Union
Commission, Communist
Party of Canada

In January of this year, the
Canadian Auto Workers Union
(CAW) and the Communications,
Energy and Paperworkers Union
of Canada (CEP) launched a
discussion paper, “A Moment of
Truth for Canadian Unions”, meant
to make public and transparent
their merger talks. It is interesting
and noteworthy that although this
paper posed the fundamental
problems affecting both unions it
went much further in analyzing
the crisis of labour in North
America.

The general state of alarm in
some areas of the Canadian labour
movement, even though it is not
yet universal, is a direct response
to the neo-liberal, anti-labour
environment which began during
the Ronald Reagan/Margaret
Thatcher ascendency in the 1980s.
This corporate offensive against
workers and their unions has
continued to intensify ever since.

Who can forget the humiliation
of the leader of the U.S. Air Traffic
Controllers, led away in manacles
after 11,000 of his members were
fired and his union disbanded? Who
can forget the 180,000 British
miners under Scargill who lost a
year long struggle, suffered the
reduction of their mines/workplaces
from 170 to 17, and were abandoned
by the opportunist sections of the
trade union movement nationally
and internationally? That historic
abandonment is part of the present
malaise and requires further
exposure.

These were the opening salvos
of an offensive against labour
internationally that has escalated
to a level in Canada where the
federal and provincial
governments intervene,
representing the corporate agenda
directly using parliament,
legislatures and the courts as their
instruments. The right to strike,
the certification process, labour
standards legislation, the closed
shop, collective bargaining and
even the right to belong to a union
are slipping away under tons of
arbitration, so-called mediation
and legislation. The International
Labor Organization and the United
Nations have cited Canada in 17
areas of violation to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
the Right of Assembly.

Unfortunately, too many labour
leaders have slept through thirty
years of this offensive, or treated it
as a spectator sport. Some have
ridden into battle with a white flag,
facing backwards on their steeds,
more concerned with what was
behind them than what was in front.
Most unions have engaged in
raiding to build their economic
base and replace losses at the
expense of unity. Most have
abandoned sector organizing in
favour of merger, amalgamation,
raiding or capture.

The trend has been for every
major organization to become a
mini-labour centre, organizing and
expanding only in the area of least
resistance. In seeming
contradiction, some of these,
perhaps most, have fought well at
times.

It becomes obvious then that
both the problems and the solutions

Labour Day 2012: a moment of truth for labour?Labour Day 2012: a moment of truth for labour?Labour Day 2012: a moment of truth for labour?Labour Day 2012: a moment of truth for labour?Labour Day 2012: a moment of truth for labour?

can be found by studying
spontaneous practical experience.
The contradictions must have a
conscious resolution which will
determine, to whatever degree it
succeeds, labour’s revitalization
and renewal.

Workers, and many of their
leaders, have shown the ability and
the will to resist, fighting serious
and courageous engagements
through strikes and lock-outs. They
have consistently lost ground and
have been forced to retreat, or to
declare the tattered remains of
collective agreements a victory
because they at least prevented
absolute collapse. These retreats
may appear to be a rout, but they
also have, in a very real sense, the
potential to become the staging
ground for a counter offensive and
a compliment to those who have
stood, those who have defended.
Resistance itself becomes the most
important component of fightback,
providing that experience shapes
effective defense, new tactics,
response, political maturity and
counter-stroke.

It is apparent that these are the
problems that the CAW-CEP
initial discussion attempted to
address. The decline in private
sector union density to an all-time
low of 6-7% in the US and 16-
17% in Canada (down from 33%
in 1980) definitely puts the
handwriting on the wall.

It also has opened up the door
for an offensive of absolute
destruction against the public
sector in the US, where the goal is
not only the removal of the union
but the removal of the right to
organize and belong. If the private
sector decline is not reversed in
Canada, the attack against both
sectors will intensify until the
private sector becomes a negligent
influence in the working class.
The public sector will stand alone
without the allies it needs, without
the strength of industrial unionism
that paved the way for its
emergence.

The initial discussion paper, the
work of the joint CAW-CEP
committee, the transparency and
the involvement of membership in
both unions, has given birth to a
unique document called “Towards
a New Union, CAW CEP Proposal
Committee Final Report”. Many
fine studies have sounded the alarm
to labour, emanating from
progressive academics,
publications, labour studies
programs and individual trade
unionists. All these probably have
complemented the CAW-CEP
committee efforts, but the
document is first and foremost a
set of proposals and analyses from
the labour movement and trade

union thinkers. In that sense it is
unique and long overdue.

The document identifies
priorities: social unionism and
political involvement in new ways;
special attention to Aboriginal,
gender, social justice and extra-
parliamentary movements;
recruiting the unemployed,
students, pensioners, and creating
status for them within and parallel
to the traditional bargaining and
representation of the union. The
document identifies the main
enemy as capitalism, and talks of
the working class, not the illusory
“middle class” so popular in social
democratic dogma. It also
recognizes the national status of
the Quebec working class and its
organizations, as well as
identifying with the Quebec
student struggle, the Occupy
Movement everywhere, and the
need for world peace.

The differences of the two
unions, their ideological clash
during the 1990s over the Ontario
Days of Action (when CAW
championed militant mobilization
and CEP was one of the “Pink
Paper” unions advocating
withdrawal behind plant gates and
handing the workers fate into NDP
parliamentary hands), seems to have
disappeared into what could be
hopefully the emergence of a much
needed class struggle ideology. But

conversely, the issue of affiliation
to the NDP is still an open question
and is recommended to be left to
the founding convention for the
delegates to decide.

This poses a real danger,
because the underlying question is
not affiliation, but rather what
ideology will determine
relationships to the NDP and other
political parties, and on what terms.
The historical problem of
Canadian labour since the
McCarthyite decimation of the left
has been the social democratic
abandonment of socialism and its
acquiescence globally to neo-
liberalism, free market economics
and the odious concept of the
“labour market”. The dominance
of social democratic reformist
ideology in the labour leadership
has kept the movement in neutral.
For too long the tail has been
wagging the dog.

The working class and the
labour movements in many other
countries are grappling with similar
problems and contradictions
during this difficult period. In some
countries, trade unions are engaged
in militant mass struggles against
the corporate assault and the

neoliberal policies of both right-
wing and social democratic
governments. There is still no
effective, coordinated
international fightback, but the
global capitalist offensive compels
workers in all countries, including
Canada, to consider new forms of
organization and resistance, going
beyond the narrow confines of
individual trade unions and state
borders.

Nevertheless, the document
“Towards a New Union” is a step
forward, and the contradictions left
to be solved are transparent and
publicly placed. This is a debate
that can and must take place as the
two unions seek to grapple honestly
with the needs of all the working
people and the future of our
country.

This Labour Day 2012, we are
confident that working people in
Canada will welcome all the
emerging forces of resistance to
the neo-liberal agenda, and
struggle for a world of peace and
ecological safety, health and
prosperity, not a world of hunger,
disease, exploitation and war, a
place to live and prosper, not a
place to suffer and die.  ●

Workers at the Vancouver-based  Rocky Mountaineer rail line
have been locked out since last year, just one example of the
"war on workers" waged by the corporations and governments.
(Photo: K. Cariou)

Excerpts from “Towards a
New Union, CAW-CEP
Proposal Committee Final
Report” (see online at
www.newunionreport.ca)

Trade union membership has
been falling steadily as a share
of total employment in Canada
since the late 1970s - from just
under 40%, to around 30%
today. This reflects the attack
on unionization that has been a
key feature of neoliberal policy
over that entire period.

However, if
anything, that 10-point
decline in overall
u n i o n i z a t i o n
understates the true
extent of the problem
we face. Unionization
in public-sector
occupations (including broader
public sector services, such as
health care and education) has
remained steady, at around 75%
of all workers. Public sector
employers never liked unions,
and governments have stepped

“A  positive opportunity , not a desperate act”
up their economic and political
attacks against unions. But in the
public sector there is not the same
motivation or capacity to destroy
unions outright (at least, not yet)
as is common in the private sector.

In the private sector of the
economy, however, unions are
literally fighting for their lives.
Unionization in Canada has
declined to 17% of private-sector
employees, and falling. Private
sector union density is just half of
its peak in the late 1970s. De-
unionization in Canada’s private

sector is following the same trend
as the U.S., where less than 7% of
private sector workers now have
the protection of a union...

All of this makes it harder for
unions to win a decent share of the
economic pie for their members.

Average wage increases for
unionized workers in recent
years have actually lagged
slightly behind those for non-
union workers in most
industries. It still pays to be in
the union: average wages are
25% higher than for those
without a collective agreement.
But unionized employers are
clearly taking advantage of a
playing field that is tilted heavily
in their favour to resist wage
increases and depress benefits
and standards. And this has a

trickle-down impact
across the labour
market. Canadian
workers as a whole are
taking home a smaller
share of GDP than when
unions were stronger.
This redistribution of

income away from
labour, parallels the growing
concentration of wealth in the
hands of the very well-off - a
negative tend which was
highlighted effectively by the

see NEW UNION, p. 11
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Global class struggle

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the

Labour S tart website,
www.labourst art.org

Parti Communiste du Quebec (section du
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fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialism.
The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the fight
against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our members are
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Central Committee CPC
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Send me information on the
Communist Party of Canada

Deadly clashes
at SA mine

The Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU) has
welcomed the inquiry appointed
by President Jacob Zuma to
investigate deadly clashes at
Lonmin’s Marikana mine. Police
killed 34 strikers on August 16, in
the wake of about ten other deaths
in the preceding days.

COSATU President, Sdumo
Dlamini, has called on all workers
to allow all stakeholders to address
all outstanding issues. “It doesn’t
matter now which union you
belong to - there is a crisis - let’s
normalise and create a platform
where people will be free to
express themselves, people will
be free to say their demands under
a normal situation,” said Dlamini
on August 18.

COSATU has extended
condolences to the families of
those who have lost their lives in
the violence, and reiterated its call
for workers to “observe maximum
discipline and unity in the face of
a ruthless attempt to divide and
weaken them”. The leadership of
COSATU also pledged its full
support to efforts by the National
Union of Mineworkers to resolve
this situation, and condemned the
breakaway “union”, NATAWU,
led by the former President of the
South African Transport and
Allied Workers Union
(SATAWU) Ephraim Mphahlele.

In particular COSATU
condemned NATAWU’s use of
violence and intimidation, and its
illegal use of the COSATU logo,
to give the false impression that
NATAWU is linked with the
federation. Several of those killed
before the Aug. 16 tragedy were
NUM activists.

COSATU will convene an
urgent meeting to discuss what it
calls the emergence of a co-
ordinated strategy to use
intimidation and violence,
manipulated by disgruntled former
union leaders, in a concerted drive
to create breakaway ‘unions’ and
divide and weaken the South
African labour movement.

The situation has been
complicated by accusations that
COSATU is too closely linked
with the ANC government and
certain mining interests. But the
breakaway unions are backed by
wealthy opponents of the
government, such as the BHP
Billiton mining transnational and
expelled ANC Youth League
leader Julius Malema.

India bank strike
More than a million bank

employees in India went on a
country-wide strike on August 22-
23 under the banner of the United
Forum of Bank Unions.

Four days before the strike,
employees of different
nationalised banks in the state of
Uttar Pradesh held a mass protest.
Addressing the rally, UP Bank
Employees Association leader
Ashok Shukla said that the
Congress Party government was
forcing the nationalised banks
towards privatisation. He said that
the billions deposited in these
banks belong to the people, and
that if this money goes into private

hands it will be misused.
UP Bank Employees Union

president BK Mishra slammed the
government for trying to end the
bank unions. Another speaker
condemned the government for its
policy of merging the banks, which
he said will destroy the healthy
banking sector in the country. The
speakers demanded that the Central
government  provide jobs to the
dependents of bank employees who
die before retirement, and upgrade
bank pensions.

Irish strikes up
The strike movement is rising

in Ireland, according to figures
from the country‘s Central
Statistics Office. Nearly 30 years
worth of workdays were lost in the
second quarter of 2012 in industrial
disputes. In total, 7,754 days were
lost to three industrial disputes,
compared to just 572 for the same
period in 2011, an increase of over
1,300 percent. Two recent disputes
were in the industry sector, where
a total of 1,310 employees between
both Irish Cement and Bord na M
na lost a total of 6,114 days.

The Irish Cement Workers
struck at two production plants in
Limerick and Meath in a dispute
over the company’s failure to pay
them between 5,000 and 9,500
euros each, in line with a
recommendation issued by the
Labour Court over a year ago.
Over 100 staff downed tools when
the company instead sought pay
cuts of between 15 and 18 per cent
before it would release the
outstanding money to employees.

The Irish Cement Group of
Unions said acceptance of the pay
cut was not part of the Labour
Court recommendation, and that
workers would maintain their
industrial action until the money
was released without precondition.
Irish Cement is part of the CRH
Group, a public company which
recorded pre-tax profits of 711
million euros last year.

Mass protests
build in Sudan

Since early July, Sudan has seen
the birth of a mass movement,
known as the “Sudan Revolts”.
The protests are largely in response
to the move by the virtually
bankrupt Sudanese government to
scrap all fuel subsidies, more than
doubling the price of petrol.

Around 1,000 students and
transport workers recently
marched through the city of Nyala,
burning police stations, and petrol
stations along their way. Violent
clashes followed, as the police used
live ammunition and tear gas in an

attempt to stop the march.
It has been reported that at least

twelve people were killed,
including six primary school
children. Those who were killed
all had gunshot wounds to their
heads and upper bodies, in conflict
with the police claim that they
aimed for lower parts of the body
in an attempt to “defuse the
situation”.

The protests have spread to
Khartoum  and Port Sudan. Despite
the shootings in Nyala, it is thought
that the government’s general
response has been “tactical and
restrained” as they fear an eruption
in Khartoum.

Sudan is in dire financial straits,
due in part to disputes over oil
revenues with South Sudan, and
loan repayments to Qatar.
Austerity measures have led to a
reduction in salaries, electricity
prices have tripled, and gas prices
have doubled.

Union leaders vs.
Swazi regime

In the latest expression of
opposition to Swaziland’s
monarchy, a significant number of
unionists and political activists
attended the “People’s Parliament”
in early August, despite earlier
statements that they would not
attend. The gathering was called
by King Mswati III, in an attempt
to deflect public anger over huge
salaries taken by some officials
during a severe economic crisis in
Swaziland.

Local media report that those
taking part have included Jan
Sithole, the former long-time
leader of the Swaziland Federation
of Trade Unions; Archie Sayed,
the secretary-general of the
Swaziland Agriculture and
Plantations Allied Workers Union;
Simangele Mmema, a leading
member of  the Swaziland National
Association of Teachers;
Mphandlana Shongwe of the
banned Swaziland Youth
Congress; Wandile Dludlu of the
Swaziland United Democratic
Front; and Thami Hlatjwako of
the Ngwane National Liberatory
Congress. Others were Sibusiso
Lushaba, secretary general of the
Swaziland Democratic Nurses
Union, and Musa Hlophe of the
Swaziland Coalition of Concerned
Civic Organisations.

Most of these activists made
submissions to the  People’s
Parliament, calling for more
democracy and labour freedoms.
Jan Sithole was among those who
called on King Mswati to dismiss
the Sibusiso Barnabas Dlamini-led
Cabinet. A few were more
courageous, including Simangele
Mmema who was booed by
supporters of the monarchy for
condemning corruption and
demanding a multi-party democracy.

CETA would boost
health costs

As negotiations for the
proposed Canada-European Union
trade deal enter the final stages,
observers say there is a large gap
over such issues as investment
rules, financial services, and
taxation, and that the intellectual
property chapter of the deal is

“particularly difficult.”
According to Michael Geist, the

University of Ottawa’s Canada
Research Chair in Internet and E-
Commerce Law, the revelation that
“provisions from the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement
may sneak their way into CETA
generated widespread headlines
throughout Europe with politicians
and activists expressing
exasperation at the clumsy attempt
to secretly revive an agreement
that was roundly rejected by the
European Parliament. The
Canadian opposition to the chapter
will come from European demands
for patent reforms that could result
in billions in additional health care
costs due to higher pharmaceutical
prices.”

While big pharma insists that
these reforms are needed to increase
research and development
investment in Canada, the National
Union of Provincial Government
Employees (NUPGE) says that past
experience suggests otherwise. In
the 1980s, the industry lobbied for
patent reforms while promising to
increase spending on research and
development in Canada to 10 per
cent of total sales by 1996. In reality,
investment in drug research and
development has declined and is as
its lowest level since the 1987
reforms.

According to Geist, “given 25
years of mostly failed targets, the
rational approach is to put a freeze
on any further reforms at least
until the industry lives up to its
commitments. But with the
agreement shrouded in secrecy -
the government has steadfastly
rejected calls to release the draft
text - it appears that the major
health care decision will be made
behind closed doors with no public
discussion, debate, or access to
the official text.”

Hyundai shafts
“irregular workers”

Hyundai Motors has proposed to
turn 3,000 “irregular” workers culled
from its in-house subcontractors into
full-time employees, but the
company’s union says the offer falls
short. South Korea’s largest
automaker has been dealing with
the thorny issue for years, but this is
the first time it has suggested specific
figures. Hyundai said that among
6,800 irregular workers, 1,000 will
be made full-time by end of this
year, followed by another 2,000 no
later than 2016.

The Ministry of Employment
and Labor has accused the carmaker
of using illegally dispatched
workers in contravention of both
its guidelines and a legal ruling by
the Supreme Court on the case of
Choe Byeong-seung, a former
irregular who was deemed to have
been unfairly dismissed after
requesting the company make him
a regular worker. The judge ruled
that as Choe had been directed and
managed by Hyundai Motor for
over two years, he should have
been made a direct employee.
Hyundai has insisted that the ruling
is not a precedent that applies to all
employees of its in-house
subcontractors.

But the union says the company
is not permitting the remaining 3,800
irregular workers to improve their
status. “The company needs to hire
3,000 people anyway by 2016, as a
similar number of its current work
force will retire by that date,” a
union spokesperson said. “The
subcontracted staff who switch over
will also be disadvantaged as they
will rank as new recruits, meaning
their previous time spent with the
company will not be considered in
their salary calculations.”



9  •  PEOPLE’S VOICE  • SEPTEMBER 1-15, 2012

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5th day
of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that he Free
the Cuban Five:

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
Phone 1-202-456-1111
Fax 1-202-456-2461
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

By Manuel E. Yepe, a
CubaNews translation,
edited by Walter Lippmann

Resembling the starting shot for
any of the recently concluded
Olympic competitions, in
Washington, the Department of
Defense (DOD) announced what
can be seen as the starting signal
for plunder in the war of the United
States against Afghanistan.

The DOD informed that U.S.
“foreign aid” agencies are now
ready to guarantee comprehensive
tasks to locate and identify
potential deposits of copper, gold,
iron and other high value minerals
in Afghanistan.

On July 30, the US Armed
Forces Press Service released via
the Internet that DOD officials
and the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) had met at the US
Embassy in Afghanistan to reveal

Afghanist an war gives way to plunder
what was identified as “a treasure
map” of the mineral resources in
the Asian nation.

At the meeting, the
representative of the DOD’s Task
Force for Business and Stability
Operations (TFBSO) shared the
rostrum with USGS Director
Marcia McNutt, who described
the new technology that made
possible the study of more than
70% of the country’s surface and
the identification of potential high-
value deposits of copper, gold,
iron and other minerals.

Since 2009, TFBSO has been
financing USGS works including
the operation - with the help of
NASA - of an airborne
hyperspectral image reproducing
instrument that maps on the surface
the mother lodes of natural
resources under the rough and
mountainous geography of
Afghanistan.

It was explained that “TFBSO
is a DOD organization charged
with helping to spur and grow the
private-sector economy in
Afghanistan ... and clearly, the
mineral and oil and gas extractive
areas are critical to that effort.”

A work by journalist Brandon
Turbeville, published on the
alternative digital publication
Activist Post, explains that such
geological mapping of the
“hidden” treasure - one of the main
reasons for the invasion,

occupation and death of so many
thousands of people - “opens up
the bidding process for private
companies who are no doubt
salivating as they wait in the wings
for their opportunity to gobble up
the natural wealth of the
impoverished and war-torn
nation.”

However, according to
Turbeville, the term “hidden” is
only a matter of perspective
because “while the mineral, oil,
and gas reserves might have been
hidden from the vast majority of
the world’s population, they were
anything but that to the major
governments that rule over them.

Evidence of this is in the DOD

press release which admits that the
US obtained data about the work
of a Soviet mission that was
“helping” the Afghan government
with geological investigations that
took place over 10 years in the
1960’s.

With the argument that the
information obtained from the
Soviets is too outdated, the US
justified its interest and expressed
urgency to obtain new geological
information.

Turbeville offers abundant
information about the state-of-the-
art technology the USGS and other
US agencies are using to map the
Afghan treasure trove.

He explains that hyperspectral

Danny Glover is just one of
many prominent public figures
who will attend a major Cuban
Five solidarity event in Toronto
this month, according to organizers
of the “Breaking the Silence
People’s Tribunal & Assembly.”

Almost 14 years ago, the Cuban
Five - René Gonzalez, Gerardo
Hernandez, Antonio Guerrero,
Ramon Labanino and Fernando
Gonzalez - were wrongly convicted
in a Miami courtroom of “conspiracy
to commit espionage” against the
U.S. on behalf of the Cuban
government. The five Cubans have
been held in separate prisons, often
in solitary confinement.

Yet the Cubans never threatened
U.S. security, and never conspired
to commit espionage. They were
on a mission to monitor and report
on violent groups in Miami that
are well known by the U.S.
government to be responsible for
terrorist acts.

For more than 50 years,
hundreds of attacks have been
launched against Cuba by these
extreme right-wing groups, whose
aim is the violent overthrow of the
Cuban government. Their
campaign of bombings,
assassinations and other attacks
has left 3,478 Cubans dead and
2,099 seriously injured.

The Cuban Five were peacefully
trying to do what U.S. authorities
have refused to do - prevent
terrorism. This horrific injustice
has provoked an unprecedented
campaign around the world to
demand that their convictions be
overturned and that they be granted
immediate release.

As part of this international
effort, a number of trade unions
and solidarity groups from across
Canada, in coordination with the
Canadian Network on Cuba and
La Table de concertation de

Toronto T ribunal to demand justice for Cuban 5

data uses the reflectance of light
and is based on the fact that
different minerals reflect light in
different wavelength bands. Every
mineral has its own signature or
fingerprint.

He says that modern
hyperspectral instruments “can be
used in a place where there’s no
vegetative cover, and Afghanistan
happens to have almost no
vegetation and this technology can
be applied advantageously to
reveal at the surface the mother
lode of resources.”

As for what has been found, the
USGS stated that, “We have
identified world-class copper,
gold, iron ore and rare earth
deposits that no one knew were
there.” (Turbeville says the reader
would be well-advised to ignore
the “that no one knew were there”
part of the statement).

Positing that the corporations
that gather for the feast will have
to invest billions of dollars before
a single pound of mineral is
extracted, Washington - always
the arrogant occupier - imposes
conditions on the Afghan
government that will burden the
country’s economy with huge
expenditures on roads, power lines
and other infrastructural works.
At the same time it demands legal,
labor and revenue systems to meet
the expectations of Western
investors. ●

solidarité Québec-Cuba, are
convoking the Peoples’ Tribunal
& Assembly on September 21-23,
at Toronto City Hall.

The Tribunal will launch an
appeal to win justice for the Cuban
Five, and attempt to break the
silence of the mainstream media
about this case. Delegates will also
map out the next steps of a broad
and united public campaign.

Actor, producer and
humanitarian, Danny Glover has
been on screen, stage and television
for more than 25 years. He appeared
in the blockbuster Lethal Weapon
sequels, the critically acclaimed
feature, Dreamgirls and Po’ Boy’s
Game and may be seen in
Honeydripper and Be Kind,
Rewind. He has gained respect for
his community activism and
philanthropy, serving as a Goodwill
Ambassador for the United Nations.
He earned Emmy nominations for
his performances in Mandela,
Lonesome Dove, and Freedom
Song.

Other participants from the U.S.
include Saul Landau, a scholar,
author, commentator whose films
have won numerous awards, and
Cindy Sheehan, who became an
internationally known peace and
social justice activist after her son
Casey was killed in Iraq in 2004.

From Cuba, the conference will
hear from two relatives of the Five.
Adriana Pérez, the wife of
Gerardo Hernandez, has not been
allowed a U.S. visa for the last 13
years of her husband’s imprison-
ment. Elizabeth Palmeiro is the
wife of Ramon Labanino, who has
been denied a retrial and remains
in a U.S. jail after his life sentence
was vacated and replaced by a
sentence of 30  years.

Other Cuban delegates will
include Rodolfo Davalos
Fernandez, member of the

National Union of Jurists of Cuba
and a renowned human rights
lawyer; Raymundo Navarro, a
medical doctor who is also a leading
member of the Cuban Con-
federation of Trade Unions (CTC),
and an elected deputy to the
National Assembly (the Parliament
of Cuba); and Esperanza Luzbert,
Director-North America for the
Cuban Institute of Friendship with
the Peoples (ICAP).

Other guests and participants will
include: Livio Di Celmo, a victim
of terrorism against Cuba
(Montréal); Gloria La Riva , US
National Committee to Free the
Cuban Five;  Libby Davies, NDP
MP, Vancouver East; Tony
Woodley, UNITE trade union, UK;
José Pertierra, lawyer,
Washington, D.C.; Denis Lem-
elin, President, Canadian Union of
Postal Workers; Marie Clarke
Walker,  Canadian Labour

Congress;  Isaac Saney, professor,
Dalhousie University; Arnold
August, writer, Montréal; Bernie
Dwyer, documentary film
producer, Ireland; Dra. Digna
Castaneda, Cuba; Julian Rivas,
journalist, Venezuela; Wes Elliott,
Grand Chief, Grand River
Territory; Keith Bolender,
journalist and author, Toronto;
Richard Klugh,  lawyer for the
Cuban Five, USA; Ken Neumann,
National Director for Canada,
United Steelworkers; Stephen
Kimber,  professor of Journalism,
University of Kings College,
Halifax; Alicia Jrapko, Interna-
tional Committee for the Freedom
of the Cuban 5, USA; William
Sloan, civil rights lawyer, Montréal.

For  details about registration,
go to www.freethe5peoples-
tribunal.org or contact the
Organizing Committee at
tribunal.five@gmail.com. ●

New IRA “nothing
positive”, says CPI

The Communist Party of Ireland
says it "views with concern" the
re-forming of an Irish Republican
Army, "which could have a
detrimental effect on the peace
process that the majority of Irish
people have endorsed. This has
nothing positive to offer the present
political situation."

Lynda Walker, National
Chairperson of the Communist
Party of Ireland said “the CPI is
quite explicit when we say given
the current conditions in the North,
we once again state that we reject
paramilitary violence from
whatever quarter it comes. There is
a clear need to remove the threat of
the gun and bombs from the political
scene and to develop class action
and political dialogue. Paramilitary
violence can only hold back the
struggle for democracy and an
economic and social policy
alternative to the austerity being
offered by government North and
South of the border. The peace
process is an ongoing process that
demands critical support and active
participation to make the most of
the opportunities it provides to
oppose sectarianism and create
unity of the working class.”

The statement continues:
“There is a renewed interest in
republican politics and the search
for the way forward against anti-
people policies, in the tactics,
strategy and the winning of all
sections of the Irish working class
for a united movement and a united
Ireland. If the new IRA succeeds
in getting rid of the ̀ Brits’ and the
Police Service of Northern Ireland
(PSNI) in the North how do they
intend to win the rest of the people
of Ireland North and South `for a
free and independent Ireland’ and
for an anti-imperialist agenda?

“Any continuing violence by
republican paramilitary organ-
isations does not advance the
political goals that these various
strands of republicanism claim to
champion anymore than did the
Provisional IRA before them.
Their actions give the British
Government continuing cover for
repressive and undemocratic
measures, it fans the flames of
sectarianism and narrows the
concept of republicanism,
rejecting the class basis of the
national question." ●
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By Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally Brooker

Three Little Birds fight apartheid
In June Ottawa folk group Three Little Birds appeared on CTV’s
Morning Live in Ottawa and sang “Apartheid,” a song they’d written
about media censorship, the occupation of Palestine and the
discriminatory practices of the Israeli state. A month later, after a clip
was posted online, pro-Israeli group Honest Reporting Canada
described the song as “hateful” and appealed to readers to send protest
letters. Three Little Birds defended themselves with calm assurance.
“We do not use the term apartheid lightly,” said band member Angela
Schleihauf, citing internationally recognized definitions of the term.
“Apartheid” was a response to the banning of a poster at Carleton
University that commented on Israel’s massacre of 1400 Palestinians
during its attack on Gaza in 2008-2009. To view the performance on
YouTube search “Three Little Birds CTV.” To send a letter in
support of the band visit http://seriouslyfreespeech.ca.

Pussy Riot exposes Russia’ s courts
The trial of three members of feminist punk rock collective Pussy
Riot has drawn attention to Russia’s compromised legal system.
Last February the women were part of a one-minute anti-Putin
protest in Moscow’s main cathedral. No damage was done, no one
was hurt, and the performers allowed themselves to be peacefully
escorted from the nearly-empty cathedral. In March they were
charged with “hooliganism”. On August 17 they were sentenced to
two years in jail. Although Russia is a secular state prosecutors
referred to them as “blasphemers.” Lawyers representing “injured”
church employees testified that feminism is incompatible with the
Orthodox faith. The defendants declared that their action, staged
just before Russia’s widely-criticised presidential elections, was a
political protest against Moscow Patriarch Kirill’s endorsement of
Putin. Their lawyer promises an appeal to the European Court of
Human Rights. For info: http://freepussyriot.org.

Le Chif fon Rouge comes to Quebec
Le Chiffon Rouge, a popular song by French singer-songwriter
Michel Fugain (b. 1942) and lyricist Maurice Vidalin (1924-1986),
has been appropriated by Quebec activists for use as a resistance
anthem. A new video created and posted on YouTube by Montreal
artist Patrick Diotte effectively combines footage of this year’s
student struggles and the fight against the Charest regime’s Bill 78
with the stirring 1977 anthem. Le Chiffon Rouge receives regular
YouTube homage in France. Judging by the massive number of hits,
it remains extremely popular in that country. Here’s a rough translation
of the chorus: “Your heart clings to a piece of red cloth / a blood red
flower / if you really want things to change, arise! / for it is time.” For
the Quebec video search for “Printemps 2012-Quebec-Le Chiffon
Rouge.” For an inspiring French video look for “Michel Fugain-Le
Chiffon Rouge.” If you’d like a fun way to learn the song search for
“Le Chiffon Rouge-Fugain Karaoké.”

Toronto’ s Sudanese drum for freedom
More than a dozen drummers, led by prominent Sudanese-Canadian
musician Waleed Abdulhamid, were the focal point of a July 29th
rally by 200 members of Toronto’s Sudanese community against the
dictatorship of President Omar al-Bashir. Since June more than
2000 activists have been arrested by Bashir’s police. The rally began
at Nathan Phillips Square with drumming. Later, participants paraded
through the downtown area chanting and carrying signs calling for
democracy and human rights, with the powerful drum corps alerting
Saturday afternoon crowds to the procession. Afterwards, speakers
called upon Canadians for assistance in the struggle to free political
prisoners and bring peace and democracy to Sudan. The rally, one
of many held around the world, was sponsored by the Solidarity
Committee for Sudan Revolt (SCSR-Canada). For more information
visit www.somood.org or e-mail saeedsudan@yahoo.com.

Madonna versus Marine Le Pen
Superstar Madonna has maintained her lofty status in the world of
pop music not only for staging spectacles, but also for her ability to
generate controversy. While her politics are basically liberal (she
was criticised in this column for performing in Israel this summer),
Madonna’s recent broadside in Paris against far-right National
Front leader Marine Le Pen deserves kudos. At her July 14th Bastille
Day concert, attended by 70,000 fans, the singer projected a rapid
succession of collage images that included Le Pen with a swastika
imposed on her forehead. Seconds later a Hitler-style moustache
appeared on the face. Le Pen , who received almost 18% of the vote
in the recent presidential election, has threatened to sue Madonna for
defamation. It’s the height of hypocrisy, since the NF constantly
defames people of colour, immigrants and minorities, especially
Muslims. Madonna’s stage video can be found on YouTube. Look
for “Madonna - Nobody Knows Me Official Backdrop.”

An Indian adivasi with her hands tied together to symbolically
represent bondage, at a sit-in protest on the occasion of Human
Rights Day in Mumbai on December 10, 2010.

By Gurpreet Singh

Despite economic devel-
opment and technological growth,
Indian society continues to be
plagued by the orthodox and
barbaric caste structure which has
marginalized Dalits, a section
considered untouchable, and also
its aboriginal population known
as Adivasis.

Although Indian law bars
untouchability as a crime against
humanity, the practice has gone on
for centuries. Some recent
incidents of physical attacks on
Dalits accused of violating the
practice or other forms of unwritten
rules prohibiting them from
enjoying equal rights, like access
to temples, community kitchens
or drinking water, are sufficient to
prove that the age old curse has
refused to die in the face of slogans
like “India Shining” or “Feel
Good”.

Likewise, Adivasis continue to
endure all forms of exploitation
at the hands of the governments
and multi-national corporations
who are more interested in
dislocating them to grab the
natural resources in the tribal
belts. Very recently they have
been barred from carrying their
traditional weapons, like sickles
and bows and arrows in public
places in Chattisgarh state. The
government argues that these
weapons are frequently used by
Maoist insurgents against the
police. Maoist militants remain
active in the tribal areas. However,
disarming Adivasis by taking
away their right to carry traditional
arms means stripping them of their
right to livelihood, as tribal people
need them for hunting and food
gathering.

That development in India is
only a sham can also be judged
from the fact that many Dalits are
forced to earn their livelihood by
manual scavenging. Thanks to
lack of sewerages and alternative
jobs, this profession remains alive
even after being outlawed long
ago. The hypocritical Indian
society, which should have been
thankful towards people who
served them by manually cleaning
their waste, despises them, let
alone showing any remorse for
forcing such vulnerable and poor
people into this menial trade in

What does India’s progress
mean to Dalits and Adivasis?

the first place.
The Adivasis are forced to live

without sufficient food and
medicines due to lack of public
services in their areas. Adivasis
are malnourished and have a lower
life expectancy rate. If the Indian
establishment feels threatened by
Maoist insurgents, it should look
into the factors that provide them
with potential recruits from among
these oppressed classes and castes.
It is not surprising that many places
in Maoist infested districts of India
have witnessed oppression against
these two groups. It’s a shame that
the country that hosted the 2010
Commonwealth Games and now
plans to send a mission to Mars has
virtually denied the existence of
such people.

Caste based discrimination has
its roots in the ancient Hindu
mythology, but even the modern
religious groups like Sikhism are
not immune to the problem. The
Sikh clergy recently
acknowledged that casteism is
practised by many Sikh temples
both in India and abroad. The
clergy also warned the followers
of Sikhism against practising it,

even though this ugly reality has
prevailed within the community
for years.

Indian society and the
establishment should shed
pretences and take a radical step
to eradicate casteism and
discrimination now, or be
prepared for an uprising by the
new generation of Dalits and
Adivasis who will eventually learn
to assert themselves. This
structural violence and oppression
has denied “untouched” India the
virtues of development and
progress.

Unless this “untouched”
segment gets its due share, all
development models produced
domestically or imported from
outside will fail drastically. It is a
separate matter if the casteist
policy makers or institutions do
not want to see a fair distribution
of wealth and rights. Maybe they
are waiting for another Occupy
Movement or an Arab Spring in
the form of Dalit or Adivasi
Rebellions which may one day
occupy all the pillars of society
which have benefited from this
systematic exploitation. ●

Too many young workers are
unemployed and they risk being
left behind in a Canadian economy
that looks increasingly sluggish.

That was the response of the
Canadian Labour Congress to news
from Statistics Canada that there
were 1,377,000 unemployed

Canadians in July and the
unemployment rate was 7.3%. In
the 15 to 24 age group, unem-
ployment stood at 14.3 % and
47% of young workers are
employed only part-time.

“Many young workers come
out of school or training programs
with high levels of debt and then
cannot find jobs,” says CLC
President Ken Georgetti. “If these
levels of unemployment persist,
we are going to sacrifice a whole
generation of young people, and
that is a shame.

“Far too many of our young
workers are unemployed or stuck
in dead end jobs, and Ottawa
should be paying more attention
to them.”

More than six out of 10
unemployed Canadians can’t get
Employment Insurance because
the rules make it difficult for them
to qualify.

Employment was down by
30,000 in July. The biggest job
losses were in wholesale and
retail trade, and among women
aged 55 and over. Employment
among 15-24 year olds is down
52,000 over 12 months ago, and
thousands of young people have
simply dropped out of the labour
force. ●

Young workers lef t behind,
warns Labour Congress
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Occupy movement, with its
campaign on behalf of the “99%”.
Research has shown that the richest
1% of Canadians captured fully
one-third of all national income
gains during the last decade.
Working-class Canadians, as a
whole, gained almost nothing: real
wages have remained stagnant in
Canada for the entire period of
neoliberalism. And that’s no
accident: that was an actual goal
of this aggressive pro-business
strategy...

We view the formation of a new
union, incorporating innovative
and effective new structures and
practices, as a positive opportunity,
not a desperate act. It is a chance to
respond to the economic and
political challenges that confront
us, and to help build the framework
for a new generation of union
activism.

We believe that many others in
the Canadian labour movement
will watch our effort with intense
interest. They, too, understand that
unions must innovate and evolve
in order to respond effectively to
the challenges of neoliberalism.
Many will want to join our new
organization, with a new
commitment to union renewal and
activism, and a new hope.

The impact of the Occupy
movement, and the student
movement in Quebec, prove
clearly that even in the current
hostile environment, popular
movements can tap into public
support - so long as they define the
issues correctly, effectively
communicate their message, and
position themselves as a genuine
reflection of grass-roots

discontent. The labour movement
can spark similar waves of hope
and activism....

Successful organizing
ultimately depends on the
initiative, efforts, people, contacts,
and visibility of strong locals.
That’s how unorganized workers
first learn about the union. That’s
how they come to appreciate what
we can do - for their income, for
their security, for their community.
Therefore, our national organizing
strategy must build on locally
based efforts and capacities....

Our first priority will be to build
density and bargaining power in
the major industries where our
members currently work. In those
key industries, our organizing will
be supported by the work of our
Industry Councils. Wherever
possible, we will use new
organizing in those industries to
strengthen and expand more
broadly based and pattern
bargaining. Our organizing efforts
must keep up with structural and
technical change in those sectors,
unionizing new entrants, and
preserving union density in the
face of outsourcing and other
corporate trends.

The new union will also expand
its organizing efforts into new
sectors and communities to
become a union for all Canadian
workers. We are committed to
providing union organizing
opportunities to all workers...

The new union will even
organize and mobilize workers
who currently have no access to
union membership: including
workers without certified
collective agreements,
unemployed workers, and young
people. This is crucial to allow us

to involve a broader range of
working people in our mission to
build a powerful social movement
fighting for all working people.

We will offer opportunities for
union membership to:
* unemployed workers (including
those laid off from unionized
positions);
* members who joined the union
during an unsuccessful organizing
drive (and hence are not members
of a certified bargaining unit);
* individual workers in non-union
workplaces;
* workers in precarious,
temporary, contract, self-
employed, and freelance positions
where high turnover and other
barriers have prevented traditional
unionization;
* students and other young people.

Our goal is to give individuals a
chance to identify with and join
the union, even when they cannot
feasibly organize a certified
bargaining unit in their workplace
or do not even have a workplace.
This strategy to broaden our
membership will be undertaken in
a manner that supports our ongoing
efforts to certify conventional
bargaining units which will remain
the core strength of the union.

These new groups of members
will pay union dues, and will have
the opportunity to participate in
the campaigns, activities and
structures of the broader union.
Special emphasis will be placed
on training and education to
enhance the capacity of these
members to fight for fair treatment
in their jobs. Specific details
regarding their membership, dues,
servicing, and democratic
participation will all need to be
carefully developed.

The formation of a new union is
an exciting opportunity to
reposition the image of the labour
movement in the eyes of the tens
of millions of Canadians who need
a union but do not yet have one.
Our deep commitment to
organizing new members,
symbolizing our struggle on behalf
of all workers, will be a defining
feature of the new union. And by
preparing in advance to launch the
new union with an unprecedented
and innovative wave of organizing
activity, we have the potential to
spark a huge political and cultural
shift among Canadian workers. We
can mobilize the hope of working
people for a better future, and their
continuing willingness to stand up
for fairness, into a powerful
movement that wins genuine
progress for them, their families
and their communities. ●

"New Union Project" issues report...
continued from page 7

Sign of the times: union rally condemns  the Harper  government's
assault on collective bargaining rights. (PV file photo)

series of financial and political
incentives and punishments to
ensure First Nations act as the
government deems appropriate....

Plus, the element of
volunteerism does not apply in a
situation of duress. Is it truly
optional to sell one’s land if one is
already impoverished and
suffering from a lack the basic
necessities of life? Even Manny
Jules admitted that one of the
challenges of this bill is that all
reserve land could be lost. Jules
wants First Nations people to prove
to banks that they are “worthy” of

owning a home. WOW!....
There is simply nothing good

about this bill and much to be lost
from it. People need to stop
coming up with ideas about how
to “fix” us as we always end up
worse off for it.

Canadians are not required to
understand or even support our
inherent, treaty, domestic and
international rights - they just have
to accept that this is the law, not
unlike any of the laws they cherish.

Canada needs to stop trying to
assimilate us and instead focus on
fulfilling its legal and treaty
obligations instead of trying to
find ways around them. I think we

have suffered enough - let us go
about the hard job of healing and
rebuilding our Nations and enjoy
our fair share of what is ours. ●

continued from page 4

"Land grab" by Harper T ories....

  Vancouver, BC
Labour Day Picnic,  Monday,
Sept. 3, 11:30-4, at Trout Lake
Park picnic area. Featuring
music by Chilliwack and the
Carnival Band, information
booths, games and more.
Sponsored by CUPE-BC and
USW.
La Pena Latinoamericana,  8
pm, Aug. 31, Sept. 28, and last
Friday evening each month, 706
Clark Drive, $10 admission, all
welcome, organized by La
Trova Nuestra.
COPE Membership Meeting,
1:30-4, Sunday, Sept. 9,
Killarney Community
Centre,6260 Killarney St. (49th
at Kerr), and the annual COPE
Summer BBQ,  Wednesday,
Sept. 19, at Vancouver Rowing
Club. Visit www.cope.bc.ca for
full details.
Left Film Night,  free
admission, Sunday, Sept. 30, 7
pm, at the Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive. See
next issue for details, or ph.
604-255-2041.

  Winnipeg, MB
Four Directions Walk
planning meeting,  Tuesday,
Sept. 11, 7 pm at Workers
Organizing Resource Centre,
280 Smith St.
5th Annual Winnipeg Radical
Bookfair,  Sept. 21-23, on
Albert St. and in the A-Zone
Building at 91 Albert, with a
Car-Free Day streetfest
planned for Saturday, Sept. 22.
more info available at
winnipegbookfair.blogspot.com

  Toronto, ON
Breaking the Silence:
People’s Tribunal & Assembly,
Justice for the Cuban Five, at
City Hall, Sept. 21-23. For full
details, see page 9 and visit
canadiannetworkoncuba.ca.

  Montreal, QC
Palestinians And Jews
United,  boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israeli shoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

In memory of

ROBERTO
MORETTON

longtime supporter
of the working class
press, who passed
away on Aug. 4 in

Toronto. An obituary
will appear in our

next issue.

Assembly to pass and apply, without
conditions, the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

The platform proposes 50,000 new
universally accessible social housing
units (public, cooperative, or
communal), a guaranteed minimum
income starting at $12,000 a year, and
a universal Québec pension plan.

A Québec Solidaire government
would advocate reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by at least
40% compared to 1990 levels by
2020 and by 95% by 2050. Proposals
in this direction include
nationalizing wind power,
expanding public transit and
electrifying transit, banning the
exploration and production of fossil
fuels (oil, shale gas) and working
towards the abandonment of fossil
energy consumption by 2030.

Like the Communist Party, the QS
calls to strengthen enforcement of the
Charter of the French Language in all
work environments, countering the
current direction of increasing
exceptions to this law.

However, QS places a different
emphasis on the question of Québec’s
future. The Communist Party of
Canada has a long history of
defending Québec’s right, as a nation
in Canada, to sovereignty and self-
determination, up to and including
the right of separation. The CPC
proposes a new equal partnership of
the Aboriginal peoples, Québec and
English-speaking Canada in a
confederal republic, with a new
constitution enshrining the right to
sovereignty.

QS also rejects the status-quo of
federalism and proposes a strategy

that is more or less complimentary: an
elected constituent assembly to be
convened so that Québec would
democratically decide its own future
and draft a new constitution.

However, like the majority of the
left in Québec (but not the CPC), QS
sees this process as a road to
independence. More than in previous
campaigns, QS sometimes comes close
to putting this as an objective in itself
(as does the PQ), not as a way to social
progress which is the party’s stated
policy.

(The QS program is available in
English at www.quebecsolidaire.net/
wp-content/uploads/2012/08/QS-
Plateforme-2012-anglais-.pdf.)

Québec‘s election law severely
restricts interventions by organizations
not officially registered as third parties.
The Liberals have demanded
investigation of student groups. One
blogger has been forced to take down
her site because it was critical of the
ruling party, and a labour union central
has removed videos critical of the
Liberals.

The Communist Party of Québec
(PCQ), which is fighting to regain its
provincial certification, is also in this
position. The PCQ has issued a
statement critically examining the
flaws of strategic voting and the
connection between electoral struggle
and struggle on the streets.

Marianne Breton Fontaine, who
ran for the Communist Party of
Canada in the last federal election, is
a candidate under the Québec
Solidaire banner in Acadie. This
riding is currently held by the Liberal
Minister of Culture who waded into
the student struggle last spring,
accusing a famous soft-spoken
Québec storyteller of endorsing
“violence and terrorism” by wearing
the red square. ●

Quebec votes Sept. 4...
continued from page 2
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Two years ago the federal
government announced its intent
to purchase 65 F-35 Lightning II
Joint Strike Fighter aircraft for the
Canadian military. The
Department of National Defense
justified the $9-billion expense as
part of the Conservative
government’s plan to renew
military infrastructure, and
“defend against the threats of the
21st century at home.”

In 2011 Parliamentary Budget
Officer Kevin Page took another
look at the purchase, and put the
lifetime cost of the planes at over
$29 billion - about $450 million
per plane, including the upgrades
and maintenance required over a
30-year period. That’s in 2009
numbers, though, meaning the total
in 2012 dollars is $475 million.

It may go higher. A contract
outlining a set fee for the planes
has yet to be signed. And Page
reported significant delays in the
planes’ production, increasing
costs that meant prices could be
subject to change. The government
claims Page’s estimate is inflated,
but has handed responsibility for

the acquisition over to the
Department of Public Works and
Government Services from the
Department of Defense. A House
of Commons committee is now re-
analyzing the procurement
numbers and hopes to reveal a
new official cost in the fall.

But let’s take the Parliament’s
Budget Officer, a man enlisted for
his ability to understand numbers,

at his word: let’s say one F-35
Lighting II Joint Strike Fighter
will cost Canadians $475 million.

We want our Canadian pilots to
be well equipped (although there’s
a lively debate over whether the
single-engine F-35 meets that test
in the Canadian arctic). But so
often we hear that just a little money
would keep the lights on in this
community service or that social
program. Three million Canadians
live below the low-income cut-off
line. As many more again are at
risk of being without shelter.

That prompted us to wonder:
What if we only bought 64 planes
instead of 65? What if we targeted
the other $475 million at some of

the harms not just threatening but
often defeating millions of
Canadians, “in the 21st century at
home?” What other kinds of
security could the price of a single
jet plane buy?

We asked economists, anti-
poverty organizations, and social
policy thinkers for a wish list of
what $475 million could buy in the
way of programs to help neutralize

the risk of low-income Canadians
breaching our social safety net and
falling into homelessness and a
life of poverty. Here’s just a
sampling of what that money,
deployed for civilian instead of
military causes, could afford.

A room of one’ s
own

In 2010, urban health think tank
the Wellesley Institute estimated
that 3.1 million Canadian
households were “housing
insecure,” meaning they spent
more than 30 per cent of their
income on shelter. At the same
time, about 300,000 people were
visibly homeless at least once that
year, while as many as 900,000
were “hidden” homeless: staying
with friends or family, sleeping on
couches.

Megan Yarema, director of
education and outreach with the
national charity Canada Without
Poverty, estimates that for an extra
$2 billion the federal government
could create or repair enough social
housing to give secure
accommodation to every
Canadian. But that would also
mean foregoing four new planes.
So how much housing could the
$475 million price of a single plane
buy? Spread across the country,
perhaps not a great deal. According
to the Wellesley Institute, a new
unit of social housing in Canada
would cost on average $180,000.
Spread across 10 provinces and
three territories, $475 million
would only cover 203 units of
housing each, whereas B.C. alone
needs 2,000 new units of social
housing right now to meet needs.

That average price doesn’t take
into account larger units for families
with more than one or two kids,
either. Bigger units would cost

more, bringing the total number of
people helped below 150 - or a few
more “if cities already had land,”
Yarema says, “as that would bring
down the cost.”

Targeted in one place, however,
$475 million could do rather more.
It might, for example: put a roof
over the head of every homeless
person in Victoria, with money to
spare to operate its supportive
housing for almost 27 years;
provide 4,750 new social housing
units for employable homeless in
Alberta, a province that needs
8,000 new affordable housing units
to end homelessness. The same
$475 million could build 3,167
new houses on Aboriginal
reserves, which sounds like a lot
but would in fact address only four
per cent of the identified housing
need there.

Even a small investment in
housing can make a difference
though. The Community Social
Planning Council estimates that
each new unit of social housing in
B.C. will cost $200,000 to build.
But the federal government has all
but retired its social housing
program, spending less and less
over the past 20 years, while the
B.C. government has been
notoriously slow in breaking
ground on new social housing.

This leaves non-profits
searching for ways to secure
housing for those in need. But
without equity of their own,
borrowing to build social housing
means mortgage payments that
may be too high for affordable
rental rates. Alice Sundberg of
Vibrant Surrey Poverty Reduction
Society says if the federal
government put $475 million into
providing non-profits with capital
grants of $50,000 per unit for
housing - and the provincial
government matched it - non-
profits could leverage the support
to build 9,500 new units.

“You’ll have 50 per cent of the
equity that you’ll need for your
units,” Sundberg told The Tyee
Solutions Society.

“What governments are really
trying to avoid are these long-term
commitments to pay a (rental)
subsidy for a term of the mortgage.
So if they can instead provide a
capital grant, it allows the society
to leverage more dollars and still
provide affordable rent. Then
there’s no further requirement of
the government to be involved.”

Put that in context: one foregone
fighter jet could end housing
insecurity for almost 70 per cent
of the 13,500 families and
individuals on BC Housing’s wait
list - more than 1,000 of them

listed as a priority because of
homelessness, medical need or
other emergency situations.

And Sundberg isn’t talking
about people with addiction or
mental health issues that require
extra support, like life skills
training, 24-hour onsite staff or
meal programs. Rather, she says,
“it’s [housing for] people who can
live in the community. Many of
them are working poor,” who can’t
afford clean and safe shelter
suitable for their individual or
families’ needs.

Taking care of
children

Stable housing gives families a
chance to disrupt the cycle of
poverty. But in order to stay out of
poverty, families also need an
adequate income. For parents of
young children without affordable
childcare, that’s hard to achieve.

Childcare spaces are a scarce
commodity in B.C. Families shell
out anywhere from $600 to $2,000
a month for childcare of varying
quality. The Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives is asking
Ottawa to invest $2.3 billion this
year alone to meet national
childcare needs. The Coalition of
Childcare Advocates of B.C.
meanwhile puts the additional cost
to taxpayers of introducing good
quality, affordable childcare here
for one to 12 year-olds, at $1.2
billion over five years.

If B.C. were to adopt a
provincial childcare strategy for
just three to five-year-olds, into
which government put $4 for every
$1 that parents were required to
pay, $475 million would keep more
than 45,238 children in care spaces
for a year or support two years of
care for 22,619 children.

The investment would pay for
itself, Yarema says. “Publicly
funded childcare not only helps
families economically, but it also
allows more women to enter and
stay in the workforce,” she said. “In
Quebec, where a universal childcare
program is in place, labour force
participation of women has
increased. This means more
financial stability for families and
more money into the economy.”

Your turn...
Appoint yourself Minister of

WhateverYouWish and share a
comment at TheTyee.ca on how
you’d spend $475 million, either
on a 65th F-35 fighter jet or
something else. Or tweet your ideas
(@TheTyee).

How Much Is One Killer Airplane W orth?
We reprint in this issue the first half of a

commentary by Katie Hyslop, who reports
on youth and education issues for The Tyee

Solutions Society. The second half will
appear in our Sept. 16-30 issue. The full
article appears online at http://thetyee.ca/

News/2012/08/13/F35-Worth/.

Shoppers Drug Mart workers get
wage increase through union

BC Federationist

The Union Bargaining Committee for Shoppers Drug Mart in
Terrace, British Columbia, has reached a new contract for UFCW
1518 members, who have been on strike for three months.

The parties were successful in reaching a tentative settlement that
was ratified and accepted by the members. The new contract
includes language improvements, a signing bonus and wage increase
for all members.

Shoppers Drug Mart workers began job action on May 1. The last
round of talks, held earlier in August under the supervision of
mediator Grant McArthur, ended with the employee membership
rejecting the owner’s offer by a vote of 85 per cent.

Employees at Shoppers Drug Mart #266 members will be called
back to work by seniority.


