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Nova Scotia's Bill 1: "vicious attack
on workers' rights" - page 3

Nova Scatia’s Liberal government has rammed through Bill 1 which will radically
restructure healthcare bargaining and unleash an enormous union-busting attack
on healthcare workers. This follows on the heels of Bill 37, which was passed in Ap
by the Liberals and stripped 40,000 healthcare workers of the right-to-strike. Thef
Liberals have sold the bill as reducing inefficiencies in the healthcare system by
reducing the number of health authorities and the number of bargaining units from g
50 to four. The bill, however, is a frontal assault on basic democratic rights. Bill 158
- Allows employers to dictate which unions healthcare workers belong to, with ng
democratic say by workers.
- Allows employers to help decide what collective agreement benefits workers mu
accept.
- Instructs mediators/arbitrators to choose the most “harmonious” union and allows
the employer to select that union.

The bill is likely unconstitutional and will not survive a court challenge, but this
will not stop the government from implementing it. Point #1 already violates the
province’s Trade Union Act which expressly forbids employers from choosing
which union a worker belongs to....

(Text and photo from http://rankandfile.ca/2014/10/01/novascotiabill1/)
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The housing issue... = India's new regime

For the fifth consecutive civic India's new Prime Minister has
election, homelessness and the high The MH17 ShOOtdOW" completed his visit to the/hite

cost of housing are key issues in As the western corporate media House. But serious questions sti

Vancouverwhere voters go to the backs away from reports on the remain about Narendra Modi's

polls Nov 15 to elect City Council, MalaysianAir tragedy engineers human rights violations and his
School Board and Park Board. point to a probable cause. reactionary political ideology
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“Save Canada Post” camp aign in high gear

cuts. Inthe second quarter of 2014

in Canada that have had CMBsCanada Post reported $62 millio
Opposition against the Harperadded to their property. In otherin profit. In fact, it has reported
government’s move to eliminatewords, Canada Postis in unknowrprofits in 17 of the past 19 years.
urban home mail delivery isterritory, and no-one can The union says that forcing
moving into high gearl. The “Saveaccurately predict the cost. people to walk or drive to a
Canada Post” campaign backed “Why would someone rather community mailbox to receive
by the Canadian Union of Postabuy a house without a CMB nexttheir mail will cause real hardship
Workers is pressing Conservativedoor? Because of: the associatefbr many with disabilities and
MPs to reverse their attack on thigncrease in traffic and noise; therestricted mobility. These cuts, and
crucial public service. nuisance of vehicles stopped anghe postage rate hike, creat
Inarecentnews release, CUPWdling there; debris and litter; losshardship for the most vulnerabl
President Denis Lemelin raisedof privacy; decreased curb appealsegment of the population.
one of many importantarguments: CUPW says Canada Pos
the impact of so-called should follow the example of other
“community mailboxes” on countries and use its enormous
residential property values. save retail network and its decades o
“Postal service cuts are coming experience in banking to expang

to people’s homes, and they may c a n a d a into financial services.

Jf,'i | Ll.i T Hl:ﬂnl:.y, ;
be wondering what the impact will In the past, public opposition [ | 4% = s ]

. - L
be,” Lemelin says. “Canada Pos P;::; St has successfully stopped Canad t SJ{}M Il:‘ CﬂHﬂﬂﬁ Faeliamen 1

intends to install and use Post management from making

PV Vancouver Bureau

Community Mailboxes (CMBSs) unnecessary service reductions. | kﬁ{"’ _E:;T_f Hla Wi
where homes currently have door- ) the 1980s, postal manageme --,:_;h N I
to-door delivery. and vandalism concerns, amonglanned to close thousands of pos W1Sh You f

“The plan will affect both postal other possible reasons. ~ offices. Public pressure eventuall
workers and users, sothe Canadian “Canada Post Corporationforced the newly elected Liberal
Union of Postal Workers wanted(CPC) maintains it has the right togovernment to place a moratoriu
to find out how much the CMB impose its new mailboxes onpn closures in 1994.
plan could cost homeownerspeople and doesn't have to give The union is asking supporters
Earlier this year, CUPW investi- them any choice in the matterio visit www.savecanadapost.capeople's Voice supporters Liz Hill (holding the placard) and
gated how CMBs might affect Representatives of CPC have mep send a message to their MPCathy Holliday at the Sept. 20 "Save Canada Post" demonstration
residential property values. Wewith affected residents to tellthemdownload window signs, or askoutside Finance Minister Joe Oliver's constituency office.
learned there is more than one waghis is how things will be. But fornotices about upcoming events.
to find whether something wouldthey're leaving some importantSupporters can sign onlinePost’s five-point plan, and otherHamilton, Windsor, Durham,
influence a home’s market value questions unanswered. petitions and find out aboutservice cuts. Toronto, Acadie-Bathurst,

“One methodis called the direct  “Should a residential property meetings with MPs or municipal  In other recent actions, CUPWVictoria, and North Bay. In some

were here

L]

-

comparison approach. Thisowner seek compensation? Argepresentatives. members and other supportergommunities, door-to-door
approach suggests thatyes, a CMEey being misled to believe they On Sept. 20, representatives ofallied at the offices of canvassing actions have been
installation would probably reduce have no choice? What willthey dothe Toronto Local, the Metro- Conservative MPs Denis Lebel,organized.
ahome’s value: if you had a choiceabout the costs of cleaning androronto Region and the nationallames Moore, and Lisa Raitt. The website also lists upcoming
between two homes, one with andnaintaining the property iffwhen cuUPW office, with the supportof ~ Save Canada Post info tablesctivities. For example, there will
one without a CMB there, otherCanada Post fails to adequatelyther organizations, demonstrate@nd petition collections have beerbe an information table at the
factors being equal, it's reasonablénaintain the CMB area? What ifat the office of Finance Minister held at London’s “Western Fair,” Union of Municipalities of Nova
to think you would prefer the onesomeone should be injured orjoe Oliver. Over 250 peoplethe annual “Rib Fest”in Oshawa,Scotia annual meeting, in early
without. So you would likely pay cause other liability on ajoined the protest against Canadand Labour Day parades inNovembere
more for that one. But this directhomeowner’s property? Canada
comparison approach doesn’t puPost’s plan makes homeowner
a dollar figure on the impact. ~ and the public pay for the costs O .
“Another method, a “before andwhile cutting services. Offering n tarl O VOteS Cto e r
after’ method of appraisal would less for more isn't a good plan.”
help determine the amount of the CUPW arguesthatendinghome
devaluation, but this kind of datadelivery is unnecessary, since th? Liz Rowle half the city, sell off city-owned advocating the Big Business
isn’t available yet, because therdinancial situation of Canada Pos y y social housing, slash budgets andgenda for Toronto - Tory is
aren’tyetany residential propertiesloes not require drastic service Municipal elections take place services, attack libraries, and maubacked by former Tory Premier
on Oct. 27 across Ontario, with thecity unions in the last round of Bill Davis and Cabinet members
S | rightwing on the offensive in many collective bargaining. in the Mike Harris government.
.'. l 1 re Che cities. _ One of their most egregious acts In all the importantthings, John
AVA BT, LD ¥ ' InToronto, two conservativesandwas to unilaterally replace theTory and the Ford brothers are on
' ' “‘ - former NDP MP Olivia Chow are publicly appointed Toronto Com- the same page. They both support
a4 L s -0 vieing for Mayor. Chowis backed by munity Housing board, with a Ford privatization, contracting out, and
= | labour and was the front runner untieppointee hired from US public disciplining public sector unions.
late summer when her campaigrhousing. Gene Jones and the nehey want to reduce services, cut
sputtered. Inacity wracked with highhand-picked Ford Board weretaxes, and eliminate government
unemployment, high taxes, sky responsible for mass evictionsregulation. What they call “red
rocketing housing costs, awhich led to the death of at leastape” ensures that water is safe to
transportation crisis, and where onlyone elderly tenant who was evictedirink, food is safe to eat, buildings
17% of the insured unemployedfor owing $45 in rent arrears.  don’t collapse, and the corrupt
have accessto El, Chow'scampaign The Fords have also madeunbridled influence of developers
team decided to focus on heracism, sexism, homophobia ands kept at bay.
immigrant background and “cananti-communism acceptable. Their According to polls, Tory has
do” personal success instead ofantshave helped create the climatpulled into the lead, with Ford in
attacking the issues head on.  forvicious attacks on Olivia Chow, second place, and Chow in third.

Far right candidate Doug FordKristyn Wong-Tam, and others. For working people the stakes are
has little to say about the issues, This was an agenda supportedery high. Dumping the Fords
but a lot to say about his rivals,by Big Business, with big donationswon't dump the agenda, which
Olivia Chow (a pinko) and former to the Ford campaigns in 2010. TheBig Business has adeptly handed
Ontario Conservative leader JohrFords were millionaires backed byoff to John Tory to deliver. Nor
Tory (born with a silver spoon in other millionaires and big will it eliminate Ford Nation, a
his mouth). Ford attends fewcorporations, closely connected tanovement built on widespread
debates, instead calling presshe Conservative Party, and direcfeelings of exclusion and privation
conferences (faithfully reportedties to Harper in Ottawa. resulting from mass unemploy-
verbatim by local media) to attack  Butafter four years of mayhem, ment, falling living standards, mass
his opponents. fuelled by drugs and corruption,insecurity, and austerity.

The infamous Ford brothers arehe big money has moved on. The Chowcampaign’s latestads
atag team of right-wing populism, Business is now firmly behind Johnsay “Chow has the best dance
whose mantra is to stop the gravyfory, the man who wanted tomoves. She also hasthe besttransit

; train. This means to slash publigublicly fund religious and private plan”. That won't win any votes
Musigue et exp services and spending, and attackchools across Ontario, prior to @and could alienate many.
15% hillet achete ance (20§ le jour méme 4 la n public sector unions. Their trackresounding defeat at the polls in Hercampaign needed to address
billet comprend un dalicieux repas cubain et un billet de tirage record over four years - with RO_bZOO?. the issues of jobs and a higher
e prix de prése in the Mayor’s seat and Doug in  Former CEO and President ofminimum wage, expanded public
the director’s chair on Council -isRogers Cable, and President of
to privatize garbage collection inCivic Action - the organization see ONTARIO, page 11
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Labour activist in race for Kamloop s City Councll

defeated candidates John Di Ciccalonations from Chances Bingomunicipal election, one individual or Victoria,” he says. “There are
and Dino Bernardo, and was thevoted in favour of the move, andnamed Frank Quinn gavepractical things we can do right
For progressives in British single biggest donor to Mayorthe proposal did not have thepersonally, and through hishere and now. We can reduce and
Columbia, one of the mostPeter Milobar's campaign. support of city administrators. companies, almost $6,000 to sieliminate fees for the use of
interesting civic election races thisChances later benefitted when “Of even greater concern forcandidates; five were electedpublicly operated programs and
fall is in Kamloops, where PeterLake City Casinos moved out ofme is the new big donor in town,including the mayor. Quinn’s facilities, including public transit.
Kerek is mounting a challenge todowntown Kamloops, leaving KGHM. They have been throwing companiesare involvedinproperty “The City of Kamloops
the domination of city council by Chances the only gaming centrenoney at all sorts of charities todevelopment and constructioncollected $3.7 millioninfaresfrom

PV Vancouver Bureeau

pro-businessforces. Heis speakingtill located in the valley. win folks over or at least buy theirwhich are influenced by city transit users in 2013. If the city
out strongly against the “It seems odd to me that thosesilence. This would be a muchcouncil’s policies. absorbed that amount and
controversial plan by the healthierdemocracyifwe allknew Kerek would support a ban oncollected itthrough property taxes,

transnational KGHM to open a
copper mine on the edge of the
city, and to defend the interests o
working class families.

Kerek, the president of the
Kamloops Labour Council, says|

which candidates they’re fundingall donations from corporationsthat would result in a savings of
before we go to the ballots, notand organizations, and supports about $1,000 for every household
after.” $100 cap onindividual donations.that has two regular adult transit

Kerek is calling for the Mayor This would require provincial users. Rightnow atwo-adulthome,
and Councillors to acknowledgeaction, but there are ways towhere both adults purchase
when a significant donor to theirvoluntarily increase campaignmonthly passes, will spend $1272

the community should know the respective campaigns comes taoransparency on-line. per year in transit fares whereas
identities of big political financiers make a presentation or application He is using a crowd-sourcingthe tax increase to the average
before Election Day on November to City Council. page on GoFundMe.com as a wajousehold would only be about

/ % 4 “The vast majority of people, todeliverimmediate transparency$105 per year.

“In the name of transparency, V ) including reporters, don'thavetheEvery donation to Kerek's “Aside from helping those who
and because of the highly sensitiv¢EES ST S time to go sleuthing around to findcampaign is listed on that pageneed it the most, there are many
nature of the AJAX proposal, | askpeter Kerek out which councillors have eventhose which are not made onether long-term fiscal and health
that all candidates reveal publicly received donations from variousline. benefits of getting our community
if they have received a donationmembers of council would notcompanies. Forcing them to The Kamloops and District out of their cars and onto transit,
from KGHM,” said Kerek in a have realized the suspicioudisclose their donor relationshipLabour Council has endorsedincluding reduced air pollution,
recent news release. “There needserception of having receivedwith a presenter or applicant will Kerek and three other candidatefess traffic, more available parking,
to be more transparency beforesubstantial donations fromatleastalloweveryoneintheroonfor City Council, as well as one and less money required for the
voters go to the polls - it's too lateChances Bingo while also beingto understand that there alreadgchool trustee candidate. Themaintenance and expansion of our
once the ballots are cast. I'mintegral to a decision that wentexists a monetary political KDLC represents 10,000 currentroad systems. Economists
meeting with ordinary folks and againstthe recommendation of cityrelationship between the parties, unionized workers in the southerrhave shown that those at the lowest
I’'m hearing concerns about theadministrators and against thesays Kerek. “Although most interior region of BC, and its end of the economic spectrum
cozy nature between corporationsKamPlan designs,” says Kerek. people accept the influence ofendorsation carries significantspend more of their money locally
donors and certain members of “This is a win-win story for money on politics in Canada, moselectoral weight. than do people at the top, and that
council as well as some of theboth corporations, but, the lack ofagree that they would prefer it As well as opposing the Ajax helps  communities  like
challengers.” discussion around the existingwouldn’t be that way. Ideally the mine proposal, Kerek wants CityKamloops.”

Kerek points out that Chancesdonor relationship with membersmost successful candidates shoul@ouncil to take more steps to Readers can follow Kerek’'s
Bingo, owned by 7779 Ventures,of Council is problematic,” he winonthe quality of their positions alleviate poverty. election campaign on Twitter
donated significant amounts toadds, “especially given that theandideasratherthanontheirability “We don't need to sit on our @Kerek2014, or on his Facebook
Councillors Pat Wallace, Tinacouncil was not unanimous, allto out-spend their opponents.” hands hoping for a more consciPage “Elect Peter Kerek for
Lange and Nelly Dever, aswellaxcouncillors who received He notes that in the 2011entious partytotake overin OttawaKamloops City Council’e

15. o .

Nova Scotia's Bill 1: vicious attack on workers' rights

Statement by the Central theirerr]ployer. o nottqimprove health carein No_vabottom" matching the “right to WOI’KEI’S a_ndtheirallies to defend

Executive Committee This is a c_Iear violation of the Scotia, but to attack the _entlrewqu" states in the us where pension rights aI_so show how to

Communist Party of ' Ch_arte_r of Rights a_lnd Freedomslabourmoyement and the rl_ghttounlons are _vw’;ual_ly illegal an(_JI fight back against n_eollberal

Canada. Oct. 2. 2014 whichincludes the right to freedomfree and fair collective bargaining.super-exploitation is the law. Thisattacks by corporations and
' T of association. This law would setlt is also directly an attack onagenda must not be allowed tagovernments.

The attempt by the Nova Scotiaa frightening precedent forwomen at predominantly femalepass. The Communist Party demands:

Liberal government to remove governments acrossthe countrytavorkplaces. Since coming to Already, protests have begur* No to Bill 1!
fundamental labour and demo-effectively remove the hard-won office last year, the Nova Scotiaat the Legislature in Halifax, and* guarantee workers’ collective
cratic rights from health careright of workers to choose whichLiberals have passed Bills 30 andinions are working on a courtrights to free and fair collective
workers and to rip up dozens ofunions they want represent theid37, which limited the rightto strike challenge to the health mergetbargaining by enshriningthemina
collective agreements, is acollective interests. for health care workers aroundbill. The most effective responselLabour Bill of Rights;
shocking attack on all working  Bill 1is being rammed through the province, and Bill 19, which to union-busting Bill 1 will be * reverse all privatization and
people. The Communist Party ofeventhoughthe unions had alreadweakened first collective mobilizations in Nova Scotia andoutsourcing in health and public
Canada condemns agreement across the country, following services;
Premier McNeil's negotiations. examples such aswide community stop all Public Private
Bill 1, and pledges to The McNeil support for the historic strike by Partnerships (P3s);
help mobilize against Liberals are actingon BC Teachers, which blocked the*immediately restore and expand
this outrageous behalf of the attemptbythe right-wing Liberal public funding to health care;
legislation, in Nova corporations  to government to cripple the BC* protect the Canada Health Act;
Scotia and across weaken the labour Teachers Federation. The hugelefend and expand Medicare, in
Canada. movement, and to protests by Quebec municipalNova Scotia and across Canasla.
Presented as a protect the interests
measure to cut costs of the wealthy at the
and improve effic- expense of working
iency, Bill 1 would people, who already
amalgamate health have the second
care regions in Nova lowest average
Scotia. In other incomes in Canada.
provinces, such The government's
amalgamations have main target is the
always led to more NSGEU. As the
privatisation of health largest single union

care (especially P3s), SEND E MESSAGE in the health care
less consultation and sector, the NSGEU
TO YOUR POLITICIANS!

involvement of health has often taken
care workers and the militant action to
general public, and defend the rights of

e i oK

attacks on the rights Image from nsgeu.ca its members, many of
of trade unions. whom are women P " .

Bill 1is the most dgisproportionately | GOmpany “airforce” breaks strike
serious such assault to datemade proposals for a bargainingffected by poverty and neolibera | For Moranda Mining, the sky was the limit to break
moving to arbitrarily legislating association, to allow workers togovernment policies. the 1934 miners' walkout in CQuebec. The strikers

union members into four remainintheunionoftheirchoice, The McNeil government's | were mostly foreign born Eastern Europeans, so
government-imposed bargainingwhile simplifying the negotiation austerity agenda is to further pus company foremen used the “divide and rule” tactic
units. The affected workers wouldprocess in the province’s healthdown wages, benefits, services by driving around town offering jobs to French and
be given no voice as they arecare sector. and working conditions, putting English locals. Then they flew in more cops
assigned to unions at the whim of In fact, the real aim of Bill 1 is Nova Scotia into a “race to the ' )

S Williams 504
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EDIT ORIALS

The newest Irag war

A month after Canada entered the latest war in Iraq for thirty
days, the Conservative government made it official: the term of this
military mission will be six months. But despite the meglia
manipulation to claim that this war is widely supported by Canadfans,
the public mood is dubious, and rightly so. One interesting tesfwas
an Oct. 4 street poll conducted by Vancouver’s StopWar coalifi

killing millions along the way. Human rights abuses? Just look
apartheid imposed on Palestinians by PM Harper’s best friend
Israeli government. Little wonder that many Canadians undergtand
the real motive for going to war again; this is another chapterin a jong-
term conflict to dominate the energy resources of the Middle Eadt and
nearby regions by western-based transnational oil corporationg.

Much more will be written as this tragedy unfolds. But mps -
important, every effort must go into mobilizing a new upsurge ofth 10 key fact S about the LuC|a
anti-war movement. Our opposition must not focus on a [fe . .

Canadian casualties; it must condemn the devastation spread|by ghe
fighter-bombers and missiles of the U.S.-led alliance. If prevjou Vega Jlmenez InqueSt

wars against Iraq proved anything, the lesson is that imper]alist
interventions kill innocent people, with violent and unpredict
consequences. Shame on the Harper government for making

ndaDecember 2013, refugee an accent and that he believe@ertain changes at the holding

a partner in this bloodbath. We cannot remain silent! Lucia Vega Jimenez Cshe dW"’,‘,S”t originally from center and prison. Most of the
committed suicide in a anaada. _ changes have to do with mental

: holding cell at the __ 2. Even a RCMP officer who health supports.
WFTU holds gIObal action day Vancouver International interviewed Lucia's fellow 7. Some are relatively positive

i i detainees (who have all since beeshanges, such as all mental health
Steadily gaining new affiliates, the class-struggle oriented Wprl Arltr)rz:%g’satl)sf%g?ng?jselpnow:d to deported) testified that Luciarefegms from immigration
Federation of Trade Unions now represents over 100 milliof{ axico. This commentary appeared visibly distressed an@jetainees are now marked urgent,
members in more than 100 countries. The WFTU encouragedl, 1 ;man rights activist “extremely nervous”to them. Nurseunderscoring how deportation can
member unions to take to the streets and meeting halls on OgtoRgL, . \Walia is from http:/ Lilia Hernandes-Cazares testifiedtself be a form of psychological
3tofightthe scourge of unemployment, “the biggest, most dang ro8emainlander.com " thatshe referred Lucia for a mentatorture.
problem for the working class in the whole capitalist world”. The ’ ' health assessment and that Lucia 8. However, most changes
International Labour Organisation estimates the number of jobless This past week [Sept. 29-Oct.showed her scars fromviolence shender the guise of ‘suicide
at 197 million, or 6 per cent of the global workforce, but the WHTU3] an all-white jury listened to suffered. But on the day of theprevention’are arguably problem-
says that ILO definitions exclude millions of unemployed gndtestimony at the inquest into theappointment, the computer systemtic. Invasive cell checks include
underemployed people. death of Lucia Vega Jimenez whilemistakenly showed that Lucia wasregularly checking detainees for

The International Day of Action took widely diverse forms.|In in CanadaBorder Service Agencyno longer in custody. The preathing. Curtains separating
India, WFTU-affiliated unions helped organize mass rallies;|th€CBSA) custody. appointmentwith the mental healthsecurity guards from detainees
Bank Employees Federation of India pointed out that “milliong of During the last month of her coordinatorwas neverreschedulethave been replaced by one-way
youth suffer the pains of unemployment” and that many morg arlife, every institution that Lucia 3. The Mexican consulate mirrors. Bath towels are now only
employed on subhuman terms and with no job security. came into contact with was mostinterviewed Lucia several times.given to detainees upon request,

In South Africa, the health workers’ union NEHAWU held interested in law enforcement andrhey were also to arrange for Luciaand CBSA communications with
marches across the country to protest the serious understaffjnglefst interested in her safetyto see a counsellor after she tol€orrections includes flagging if
hospitals. A thousand members of Turkey’'s Nakliyat-Is urfionThough this is not shocking tothem about her experience ofan immigrant detainee is
demonstrated in Istanbul to demand secured and dignified Worknyone familiar with the domestic abuse, but they neverexhibiting dangerous behaviour
Mass rallies were held in over 50 cities in Greece, where 1,500,000migration system, the facts thatfollowed up. Instead, they startedo self or others.”
people are unemployed, and 850,000 are “employed” without Jeingre emerging aboutwhathappenetb process the Mexican travel Witnesses and participants
paid. The Union of Migrant Workers in Russia, where unemploymertio Lucia while in custody are document needed for herhave been making recommend-
was eliminated by socialism in the 1930s, condemned the rebifth 8fluminating to those unfamiliar deportation from Canada. ations on immigration detention
capitalism, which has forced millions to become migrant workerswith how immigration enforce- 4. Ittook Lucia over three weeksthroughout the inquest. It remains

WFTU affiliates are not alone in taking action. In Britain, thfeement really operates. to get a lawyer through legal aid,to be seen which recommendations
days of nationwide strikes are being held - by health staff on Ocfober While the inquest has focusedand when she finally gotone itwashe jury will make, and, more
13, council workers on October 14 and civil servants on Octobgr 15n proposals for suicide only five days before the filing importantly, if any of these will

We salute all these examples of working class resistange farevention, better communicationdeadline for a Pre-Removal Riskactually be implemented.
government austerity and corporate attacks. For more informftidmetween officials, and training for Assessment (PRRA). It was not 9. There are certain short-term
on the WFTU, readers can check out www.wftucentral.org. private security employees, it hasCBSA or prison staff or any recommendationsthat are lifelines

stayed clear of systemic issuesinstitutional support, but ratherfor detainees. These include better
Iaucia’s fears were dEJe to herother detainees at Alouette prisorimental health support, shutting
eportation to Mexico (a country that helped her access legal aid.
PEOPLE'S VO’CE Canada deems ‘safe’ under the 5. Lu<F:)ia told her Iawyer,gEmma
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. new Requee EXC|U§iOI’] A.Ct)’ fearS.AndreWS’ an.d CBSA that Sh.e see INQUEST, page 1
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 she relayed mullt_|p|e times to!ntended toafileaPRRAto remgiln
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept. numerous authorities. But CBSAin Canadaandthatshewas afraidtg? = = = = = — — . N\
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 doe_s nOt_Care for r_efugees likego back to Mexico. HOW_GVG}‘,' Renew |
. o, . Lucia; their mandate is to callouslyAndrews told CBSA that Lucia did
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net . : , . “1 |
. o enforce deportations. The holdingnot intend to file a PRRA. Lucia tod ayl
Volunteers and contributors for this issue cells below the Vancouver clarified to CBSA officer Raman | - I
Dave Arland, Ed BilJohan Boyden, Liz Rowley, International Airport and Vandher that she did wanttofled Check your label |
Darrell Rankin, Baldev Padam, Nino Pagliccia, Vancouver Public Library are aPRRA, Vandher testified that Lucia] |
T.J. Petrowski, andur mailersin Vancouver & Toronto. grim metaphor of the invisible had missedthe deadline anditwasn Please check the |
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerHassan Azimikor gnderclasg of 11,000 migranther priority to inform Lucia about | @addresslabelonthe
. L . : . etainees, including children, heldextensions. An internal email by front page to see if
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, in CBSA custody every year. TheVandher referredto Luciaasa‘“ve it's time to renew |
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacoumdn jnquest does not insist on an end téustrating Mexican removal.” | Subscrib ho find |
these coercive practices nor does 6. A former employee of the 2%13320%2\,\/ 0 r'ln. |
it interrogate the criminalization private security company Genesisi on their I
LETTERS of migration. admitted to falsifying room check label, for example,
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the : records due to chronic “”df_’fl bWIII-h?Ve their -
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print Emerging story about staffing the morning that Lucial  subscriptions expire |
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal | Lucia’s tragic death was found. Although Luciawasin] with this issue, |

attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" the shower stall for at least 4(1 October 16-31, 2014

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or 1. Transit police officer Jason minutes, these falsified records sho _
pvoice@telus.net Schuss stopped Lucia for an unpaitier as being in a cell at the time. Don’t miss a I
, . . . . fare. Schuss testified that he | single copy - |
People’s Voice articles may be reprinted without subsequently turned Luciaoverto BC Corrections, CBSA and] renew today! I
permission provided the source is credited. CBSA, in part, because Lucia hadsenesis have already made\, _ _ o o o o e o
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“16 years Is too long - Not one minute longer!”

of Postal workers read a letter ofsolidarity.
solidarity from his union, and Many ideas from the different
Tamara Hansen of the Vancouveworking commissions resulted in
Communities in Solidarity with a detailed and challenging Plan of
Cuba reported about CanadiarAction for the next year. For the
work for the Cuban Five full text of the Final Declaration:
Campaign. www.freethefive.org/updates/
I spoke oftherecentbookabouC u b a n M e d i a /
democracy in Cuba by Arnold COXColloq0911.htm).
from 45 countries. Canada an August, Stephen Kimber's book, Giventhatlegal recourses have
Quebec were present with 10 and my upcoming edited book ongone unanswered by the U.S.
delegates. prisoners, in hopes that the nexthrough lobby work that would Cuba solidarity in Canada overcourts, the consensus at the
The goal of the meeting was tosuch meeting will be one ofinclude the human side of thisthe last 50 years. | stressed th€olloquium is that we must now
advance new ideas leading to theelebration, with all Cuban Five tragedy, particularly in referenceimportance of writing about our demand in every possible way that
liberation of the three Cubanfree and back in Cuba. to Gerardo who still has two life work in order to keep the solidarity President Barack Obama exert his
prisoners still remaining in U.S. The most heart breaking panelterms to serve. To be effective, wamovement connected, publishingpower to end this injustice before
prisons - Gerardo, Antonio andand yet the most energizing, wasieed to add the vigor of youth allas an act of solidarity in its ownthe end of his presidency.
Ramon. The other two, René andvith six children - now adults - of over the world, and work in right, and the need to demand our Among others, three main
Fernando, are back in Cubathe Cuban Five. Stephen Kimber 'unity”. Fernando was making agovernments to develop foreignconcrete actions were suggested:
actively seeking support to freein his award-winning bookVhat clear call to a broad solidarity, onerelations based on the notion ofl. Write an open letter to Michelle

By Nino Pagliccia,
Vancouver
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| recently attended the Tenth
International Colloquium for the
Release of the Five Heroes an
against Terrorism, held Sept. 11
12 in Havana, Cuba. The even
gathered close to 300 delegate

their comrades. René was recentliies beyond the waters - The Truef my favourite values. Obama signed by many so that the
denied a visa to enter the UK toStory of the Cuban Fivavrites of | saw this solidarity spirit when media would notice it; the letter
participate in ameeting of the Lawthe personal struggles the Fivahe delegates of the Lebanese : ‘EK must stress the human tragedy
A sense of perseverance wasfunderstanding why their fathersof the West who are suffering the ‘ : and Fernando.
clearly setby audio messages fronhad left. All concurred that this oppression of the U.S. as o The Colloquium ended with a
Gerardo, Antonio and Ramon,trauma will stay with them Palestinians suffer that ofIsraeI“,EP live concert by Cuban artists on
A&q the steps of the University of
Havana, with solidarity words from
the Venezuelan delegation and
Fernando’'s own greetings. A
reception at the Institute of

Friendship with the Peoples
followed.®

Housing key issue in V ancouver camp aign

two well-known school trustee the right to security in the event ofhave been hotly debated during33-foot lot in a typical east side
candidates. unemployment, sickness,five consecutive civic electionsneighbourhood was recently
Vancouver’s civic election If enough voters turn againstdisability, widowhood, old age or here, starting in 2002, when anti-purchased for over $2 million!
enters the final stretch with theVisionVancouverforits perceivedother lack of livelihood in poverty activists occupied the Vision’s “Short Term
close of nominations on Octoberarrogance and close ties tcaircumstancesbeyond his control."abandoned Woodwards buildingincentives for Rental” (STIR)
11. With no limits on donations or developers, the city could segArticle 25, sorry for the dated to demand that this historic site bgorogram gave breaks for
spending, and all positions electedninorities at City Hall, School non-inclusive language), converted to social housing. developers who promised
city-wide rather than by wards, Board and Park Board. Despite the Declaration, the A new city council swept into “affordable” rental units in new
this is always one of the most Perhaps the most crucial issuéJnited Nations Commission onoffice in 2002, pledging to tackle buildings. From 2009 to 2011,
controversial municipal cam- in this campaign is housing. Human Rights estimates thataboustreet homelessness and th8TIR reduced development cost
paigns in the country. The Universal Declaration of 100 million people are homelessspiralling cost of rents, houses andevies, fast-tracked applications,
This year, the race pits severaHuman Rights states thatacross the planet. condos. Butthat eagerness ranintand allowed increased density. At
challengers against the governingEveryone has the right to a In Vancouver, one of thethe realities of 21st centuryone news conference, developer
Vision Vancouver party, which is standard of living adequate for thewealthiest cities of the capitalistneoliberalism, as the provincialDale Bosawas joined by the mayor
backed by an eclectic coalitionhealth and well-being of himselfworld, hundreds sleep in thegovernment kept slashing sociato announce that 106 tiny studio
ranging from most of the labourand of his family, including food, shadows of million dollar condos program spending, and federabpartments (320 sq. ft.) would rent
movement and some environ-clothing, housing and medical careand glistening corporate towersgovernments kept downloadingfor $950-1000 per month. Four
mental groups, to developers whand necessary social services, artdousing costs and homelessnes®sponsibilities and costs to lowelyears later, those rents range from
make huge donations. levels of government. $1260 to $1400. The story is

Society of London, although heand their families, living assumedCommittee for the Freedom of the behind this political issue.
was linked by video. Fernando,lives as Cuban agents. TheilCuban Heroes had a display of 2. A large international rally in
who is now vice-president of children told of the private pain supportforthe Palestinian struggle, front of the White House in
ICAP, the organizer of the theyendured by theloss of contacwith Palestinian flags. All the Washington, DC around Sept-
Colloquium, spoke to us with with their fathers for so many delegates applauded statements ember 12, 2015.

passion about the necessary workears, the special events thewuch as, “There is a genocide in 3. Apolitical eventin South Africa
remaining to do. missed sharing, and the difficulty Palestine”, “The Five are the Arabs nextyear with the presence of René
greeting the delegates from theiforever. The delegates gave and “Palestine triumphed becaus

respective prisons. This urgencystanding ovation to these braveCuba was by its side”.

was also reflected in the mainyoung people. Many other delegates presented

slogan of the Colloquium: “16 In this mood, Fernando creative ideas about the tasks we

years is too long - Not one minutesuggested that our work must benust undertake worldwide to free

longer!”” We must insist on the more strongly directed to theGerardo, Antonioand Ramon. Don

immediate release of the threépower structures” of the U.S., Foreman of the Canadian Union

By Kimball Cariou

The main opposition is
Vancouver’s historic “Non-
Partisan Alliance,” the big business
party which has won most civic
elections here since the late 19305
The NPA has fallen on hard times
in recent years, but it gets majo
support from developers, the bigd
energy and resource corporations
and the right-wing provincial and
federal governments. The rich anc
powerful of Vancouver hope that
an NPA victory would open the
door to force concessions fro
municipal employees (CUPE), and

tarsands extraction and exports
An NPA win at School Board |

Premier Christy Clark’s attacks Affordable housing has been a serious issue for decades in
on public education. Vancouver. This photo from the January 4, 1946 issue of the

Wild card factors include the Pacific Advocate (one of the predecessors of People’s Voice)
Greens, who are strong in opiniorshows WW?2 veteran members of the Communist Party (known
polls; the left-wing COPE, which as the Labor Progressive Party at that time) picketing the old
has received considerable medi#lotel Vancouver. The protesters demanded to turn the hotel into
attention; the new One City ahostelratherthan be demolished as planned by its owners, the
progressive party (which has justCPR. The campaign won wide support and helped to achieve
one Council candidate); andpost-war housing reforms. From left to right in the photo: Sid
several smaller parties, includingZlotnik, Gordon Martin, Jack Phillips, Duane Pritchett, Austin
the Public Education Project, withDelany, and Alan Anderson.

Some of the Vision Vancouver similar in other STIR projects.
politicians who won a majorityon  The Vancouver Courier (Oct.
Council in 2008 have used thisl, 2014) reports that 19 STIR
issue to their advantage. Mayoiprojects resulted in construction
Gregor Robertson vowed to endbf 1,329 market rental units, a
streethomelessnessin Vancouvdive-fold increase over the five
by 2015, and his party seemed t@revious years. But rents still rise,
be making progress, until recentand the city gave up $8.9 million
counts showed a sharp jump in thén development cost levies, money
numbers of people living outside.that would have been used for
Inlate July, homeless activists angarks, daycares, and social and
supporters established a tent cityion-profit housing.
at Oppenheimer Park, in one of Regardlessofwho controls City
Canada’s poorest urbanHall, housing in Vancouver has
neighbourhoods. Within weeks,shifted from a human need to a
hundreds were living in the park,golden investment opportunity.
demanding decent housing. Theduge numbers of middle-income
city has found temporary shelterearners have sought cheaper
for some, but this is a band-aidhousing in the suburbs, driving to
solution at best, and a confrontatiorjobs in the urban core.
is brewing over attempts to getan Vision came to office largely
injunction against the tents. Yetby promising to tackle
again, grassroots housing protestsomelessness, a problem which is
are front and centre as voting dayleeply rooted in the global
nears. capitalist economy. While the

Vision’s strategy to rein in Mayor and his colleagues often
housing costs by encouragingecall for assistance from senior
developers has also hit a roughevels of government, their claims

patch, as home prices keep rising
faster than inflation. A house ona___S€€ VANCOUVER, p. 11
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Remembering the anti-fascist, socialist GDR

Butin the end, they managed tawnership of means of production,"West” and the socialist “East”,
create an anti-fascist alternativet@and East Elbia’'s dominatingwith active participation of the
the capitalist West. They turnedJunkers with their large estatesGerman capital and its political
the smaller part of Germany intohad become a thing of a distanteaders. The historic figures to
one of the top ten industrialpast. The companies had beeblame for the time’s betrayal was
countries of the world. They settransferred into the hands of thehe Soviet leadership under M.

“A spectre is haunting Europe -the third largest economic aidsail for a longstanding socialistpeople:they had become “people’ssorbachev: the GDR - just as all
the spectre of communism.” Theseamong Europe’s postwar countriesalternative to capitalism, creatingenterprises”. The land belongedther socialist countriesin Europe,
words from the Communist only France and the UK gettinganinternationally recognized statdo those who farmed it: theaswellasitsalliances-became,in
Manifesto are almost 170 yearamore. - and its foreign policy was members of agricultural thistime of crisis, a pawn sacrifice
old, written by Karl Marx and  The aim of German and Sovietcharacterized by internationalismcooperatives. The power of thein the geopolitical chess game,
Friedrich Engels. “ socialists and communists wasand the struggle for peace. state - as exercised by the Peoplejsart of an arrangement between

“All the powers of old Europe initially to maintain Germanyasa In many countries around theChamber and the “National Front”the Soviet Union and the USA,
have enteredinto aholy alliancetavhole, to promote a new globe, the GDR was respected for was no longer in the hands ofboth in a deep crisis at the time.
exorcise this spectre ..."”, the texdemocratic beginning, as well as ats solidarity with peoples fighting millionaires and billionaires. The  And now? If today’s benchmark
continues. But this “spectre” haschange in all of Germany withoutfor their national and political fat cats had lost their powers: thas the renewed media campaign to
stayed alive and will never die -fascists, wartime profiteers, andfreedom. And the GDR hadSiemens, Henkel, Porschemark the jubilee of the “fall of the
and can neither be killed by silencecapitalists, to build a truly become anewhome for many wha@uandt, and Piech families. NowBerlin Wall”, the GDR is as vivid as
nor shooting. democratic and peaceful Germanyhad been pursued by fascism anceigned the normal people, ofter25 years ago. In spite of all attempts

Many have already tried: That is also what the Potsdanimperialism. referred to as Muller and Krauseto “delegitimize the GDR”, as
Prussian Junker and chancelloAgreement between three of the The GDR was not the land of Schulze and Schmidt.
Otto von Bismarck tried to fight Allies of World War Il stipulated. milk and honey - butit provedthat The GDR was created as @
the time’s still-revolutionary  But things turned out the working people are able tocountry where the working peoplg
Social Democrats by banning thedifferently: “I'd rather have half achieve greatresults, even withoushould have the power in thei
party and expelling members fromof Germany all the way, than all of capitalists. They built up a countryown hands, and exercise it, not th
Germany. The “greatest Fuhrer ofGermany only half-way” - thiswas where more than only the mostrich people. As the capitalists hag
all times” and chancellor of the Adenauer’s motto that led tosubstantialand essential conditionbeen expropriated and thus

Commentary by the German Communist Party,

Oct. 3, 2014: “65 years after the foundation of

the GDR - 25 years of demonizing the attempt
to escape from capitalism”

Reich, A. Hitler, wanted to splitting up Germany.
eradicate the Marxist “spectre”
completely, root and branch.
After 1945, the next chancellor
Konrad Adenauer, in capitalist
West Germany, tried other, but
not really new methods: anothe
ban of the KPD (1956) and -
already in 1951 - of the Free

of living were ensured for the disempowered, the new anti-fascig
masses. They created an interdemocratic order with a new form
nationally recognized system ofof power could be created, the
education, culture, and public healtiWorkers’ and Peasants’ Power”.
that has rarely been matched. Thé developed different standards i
GDR became a country wherefields such as economic and socig
working women and mothers couldpolicy, education, justice, culture
feel what gender equality meansthe relations between the sexe
stillexemplary today. They createdand the generations, foreign an
a state where nobody had to live irdefense policy, compared to wha
fear about a heated and affordablaad been possible undenyomeninthe GDR won major
apartment, without fear about theircapitalism. And some things didn'tgains towards equality in the

Brandt, stepped up his efforts
against the newly formed Germal
Communist Party-DKP: again,

there were thousands of politically The GDR emblem
motivated trials, plus thousands of

pro-fessional future or family. The exist: millions of chronically \workplace and domestic life.
GDR became a country where notinemployed people, low-paid
the interest of the millionaires, butpart-time jobbers without afuture,proposed by former German
the millions of people, had beenthepeople on welfare (“Hartz IV”) minister of Justice Klaus Kinkel,
center of interest for the governingmarginalized forever. The GDRthese attempts have failed to
“Berufsverbot” cases against The Soviet offer of a peacepoliticians. A country that didn't was thus a thorn in the flesh ofeliminate forty years of socialismin
professionals and apprentices. treaty with a democratic and anti-participate in wars against itsGerman  capitalism  and Germany. On the other hand, you
But most of all, the postwar fascist Germany was dismissed imeighbours or in far-away neo-imperialism. mightask: “Who'’s still talking about
rage of German capitalists wadavour ofthe “integration” intothe colonialist wars - which the “new”  The end of the GDR cannot bethe liberal party? No one! But they
directed at the smaller and poorecapitalist West and its aggressivesermany has done since 1990. attributed to a single factor. Thereall keep talking about the GDR”.
part of Germany that had becomenilitary alliance NATO. West  Thiswasno “supposed workers'were causes from within and from  After 1990, the DKP often fixed
an antifascist and socialist stateGermany was thus - first andparadise”, as the anti-communisbutside, some its own fault, someits basic understanding concerning
the German Democratic Republic foremost guided by the USA - topropaganda machine keepsvoidable, which were related tothe basics of the first socialist state
founded in 1949. become a “bulwark” of anti- mocking about it in pejorative the increasing estrangementn German soil in documents and
Their rage was directed againssovietism and anti-communism. terms. It was not a land of plenty.between the leading party and itsesolutions. We stand by our
a state that let itself be guided by While fascists, Nazi generals,That was due to the economigeople, contradictions betweeropinion, now and in future, that
the ideas of Marx and Engels, byNazi judges, and war economypreconditions as well as to thepropagandizedaimsandactualreadhe GDR was the greatest
the experiences fromthe struggleteaders of all levels swiftly took political framework. Some things life, and speechlessness wheachievement of the revolutionary
ofthe international communist andover leading positions in the newremained scarce and imperfectconfronted with questions andworkers’ movement in Germany.
labor movement, and by the aim ofWest German state again, buildingAnd some democratic and future-airings of displeasure fromamongUnder the impression of the
building up an anti-capitalist andup an anti-fascist and socialistoriented impulses not only failedthe population. The working classdeepest economic crisis of
anti-fascist alternative to the rulealternative in the East started withdue to “objective conditions”.  and its party had ceased being aapitalisminthe years since 2007,
of monopolies and banks, armdots of struggle: the generation Butthe GDR couldneverthelesdiving unity, especially the we find ourassessmentconfirmed
industry bosses and wartimebuilding up the GDR were mostly boast a lot in this respect as wellconnection between the socialisthat German imperialism has
profiteers, which had financed thepolitically inexperienced sons andwhich is why - according to the state and the youth was torn aparplayed a fatal role in igniting and
Hitler party even before 1933. Thedaughters of workers and peasantSerman capitalists and imperialistsThe working class party had beeraggravating political crises and
agents of the old capitalist andvho never belonged to the-ithad to “disappear”. No longerlosing - also by its own mistakesmilitary conflicts.
imperialist order tried to sabotagebourgeois elites. was there capitalist privateand deficits - the political and Facing the menacing situation
this state, trying to erase it from ideological hegemony andin Eastern Europe and the Middle
the map of Europe. “All powers” [~ = & - = capacity to act. Thus, illusionsEast, the 40 years of the GDR and
of old capitalist Europe plotted . = about a future with the social safetyits 65th anniversary are an add-
against this escape. They trieq § ° ofthe GDR, as well as the standardgtional reason to keep the memory
boycotting the economically| of living of the FRG, became ofthe anti-militaristand antifascist
weaker anti-fascist and socialis{ | | widespread. role model of the GDR alive.
Germany, isolate it politically, and J Due to the loss of authorityand  From German soil may never
finally tried to strangle it. Over the collapse of power during theagain emanate a threat against other
forty years, they hadn’t succeeded | months of crisis in 1989, which peoples. All the current plans for
The GDR’s partners were neitherf preceded the counterrevolution oextending the military component
the millionaires and muli the month of November, the SEDof German foreign policy have to
millionaires from Wall Street nor [Socialist Unity Party of the GDR] end now and for all. All German
the huge American companies no|" leadership acted headlessly. Theoldiers have to returnimmediately
the banking industry. The Soviet] party was no longer capable offrom their assignments abroad. The
Union had won the war, but was defending the achievements ofFRG has to leave NATO, the
actually depleted and on the brink forty years of revolutionary build- imperialistmilitary pact. All citizens
ofits existence, and was thus force up by applying adequate policiesof the GDR who have suffered
to have the GDR compensate a : or using the means of power aprofessional, judicial, and political
least a part of the war damage::1 1946 th . ti-fascist vouth . in the Sovi hand. On top of that, there wereharassment,imprisonment,and other
caused by Nazi Germany. The'" » the various anti-fascist youth committees in the Soviet  qyistential, but also inevitable material detriment (e.g. pension-
richer West of Germany did notoccupation zone merged to form a single organization, the Free 5615 “related especially to thewise) due totheir“special proximity

pay a penny. The FRG (WestC€rman _Yoytﬂ (FDJ). ”The FDJ chgmpifoned fundamelntal particular role the GDR played asto party and state”, must be
emocratic rights as well as opportunities for young people 1o 5, oytpost of the alliance ofrehabilitated, as to regain the same

Germany) thus was made the “sho e . litical and il lif
participate in political and social life. It soon became a mass  gqialist countries dominated bypension claims as all other citizens.

window of the West". From the so- L ; g .

called Marshall Plan, it received®rganization that was represented in the People’s Parliament  {ha Soviet Union. The GDR’s 65th anniversary of

enormous reconstruction aid wortt.Y0lkskammer] of the GDR. The FDJ was banned in the Federal Finally, the GDR was last, butits foundation reminds us of our

1,412.8 billion US dollars. That Republic of Germany on June 26, 1951. Photo by Herbert ot |east the victim of “horse commitment: “Never again
trading” between the two fascism, never again wars!” And:

meantthat West Germany receivediiensky shows an FDJ rally at the Marienborn Zonal Border
Crossing, Saxony-Anhalt, October 1, 1949. superpowers of the imperialist“Our future is socialism!®
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Engineers report on Malaysian Air downing

The tragic crash of Malaysian Airlines Flight
17 has disappeared from the corporate media
in recent weeks, except for the occasional
unsupported claim by pundits or politicians
that the plane was shot down by Russia. This
Sept. 22 commentary by Vancouver-based
anti-war activist Roger Annis may indicate
why there has been little investigation into
this subject. For more articles by the author,
visit his website at www.rogerannis.com.

The website Vineyard Saker hadJkraine had some role in the
translated and published a 16-pagdowning of the flight.
study into the July 17, 2014 crash The Russian engineers’ repor
of Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 isconsistentwith the visualimaged
thatwas conducted by the Russianf the destroyed aircraft exterior|
Union of Engineers. panels that are visible on man

The Russian engineers concludavebsite reports of the crash. It als(
that the flight was brought downfits the inadvertent statement o
by a fighter aircraft operating inthe spokesperson of the
the vicinity of the passenger planeéOrganisation for Economic

and that the only likely candidateSecurity and Cooperation, the A ,:r e BB ) T -"';-_; %
for such an attack was an Su-25 o€anadian of Ukrainian origin __ i . ] ]
MiG-29 aircraft of the Ukraine Michael Bociurkiw. This photo of a piece of the MH17 fuselage appeared with a July 25, 2014 International Business

armed forces. Bociurkiw is an eyewitness to 1/mes article by reporter Lydia Smith. Here is an excerpt: "Investigators have discovered more
The report noted pro-autonomythe aftermath of the MH17 crashhuman remains and machine-gun-like holes in a section of wreckage from the downed Malaysia
rebels in east Ukraine do notand he told a CBC TelevisionAirlines flight MH17, a week after the airliner was shot down over eastern Ukraine. Two Australian
possess or operate a fighter aircraftnterviewer on July 29 that severaldiplomats and aforensic expertunderstood to be part of the Australian Federal Police, joined Dutch
The doomed passenger flight hagections of the fuselage werdnvestigators at the crash site near the hamlet of Grabovo, in the rebel-held Donetsk region.
298 people on board. pockmarked with “what almost Michael Bociurkiw, spokesperson for the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
The engineers’ report said thelooks like machine gun fire. Very, (OSCE), confirmed that key pieces of evidence that had been previously unaccounted for had
commercial aircraft left very strong machine gun fire that?€en located.” To view the full IBTarticle, visit http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/malaysia-airlines-flight-
Amsterdam for Kuala Lumpur and has leftthese unique marks that wahl7-extraordinary-new-wreckage-discovered-machine-gun-type-holes-1458258.
was flying at 10,100 metres inhaven't seen anywhere else [on
Ukrainian airspace near Donetskthe plane].” doomed aircraftWhy not? Did know there were two Ukrainian find out what they actually know.
likely on auto pilot, when it was  Bociurkiw specifically refuted the pilot say - let me speculate jet fighters. We don’t know, but Stephen Cohen is professor
attacked by a combat aircraft withthe missile theory. “We've also “Oh, my god, we’re being fired somebody knows. You might askmeritus of Russian studies and
30 mm caliber cannon. The cockpitbeen asked, for example, have wen by a jet fighter next to us!- you might get somebody orpolitics at New York University
area of the Malaysia Airlines jetseen any examples of a missileVhat's going on?” Because wewho's been investigating this toand Princeton University
was struck, likely killing its crew [strike]? Well, no we haven't.”
and depressurizing the aircraft. Witnessestold BBC Russiathey
Since the plane was on autsaw no signs of a missile fired u
pilot, it continued to fly but began from the ground. That report was
to lose altitude. The attackinglater pulled from BBC. I u
aircraft flew to the rear of MH17  The Russian Union of Engineers
and launched R-60 or R-73is a highly reputable consulting
missiles that caused loss of cabilrganisation that does a lot of Egitorial from the Oct. 1, This is rich coming from a means in such a manner that
pressure, destruction of the jet'sechnical studies for paying clients. 2014 issue of The Guardian, Presidentpreparingforwaragainsinternational peace and security,
control system, failure of auto pilot To prepare this study, they engagedyyeekly newspaper of the ~ Russia and China. Obamawentoand justice, are not endangered.

and loss of ability to maintain its specialists who have extensive Communist Party of to praise the post-World War Il (Article 2.3) “All members shall
level flight path, leading to adirect experience of missile aAystralia formation of the United Nations, refrain in their international
tailspin. systems and their effects on “The very existence of this relations from the threat or use of

The reportsaid the jet broke up agircraft. Further bolstering the  Listening to US President institutionis aunique achievementorce against the territorial
ahighaltitude, resultinginthe plane’sconclusions of the engineers’ Barack Obama’s UN address to- the people of the world integrity orpoliticalindependence
wreckage scattered over an aregeport is the fact that the U.S. the General Assembly oncommitting to resolve their ofany state ...” (Article 2.4) Both
more than 15 square kilometres. Imilitary has released none of its September 24, it felt as though halifferences peacefully, and to solvehe US with Australia in tow, have
says no combat jet of the Armedsatellite observations over easternwas living in another world where their problems together.” Who repeatedly breached the Charter.
Forces of the Russian FederatiotJkraine on July 17. the only threats to peace wereould disagree? He then has th&he self-appointed role of global
breached Ukrainian airspace. This article by Roger Annis RussiaandMuslimterrorists. Thegall to describe the UN as havingpoliceman usurps the role of the
Ukraine and third party air concludes with this excerptfroma rhetoric, hypocrisy, deceptionfailed, notmentioning thatitistheUN; no wonder there are
surveillance reports confirm that. Democracy Now! radio program and language are a reminder oS that has continually breachedshortcomings.

According to an agreementinterview with Professor Stephen George W Bush and his war onits Charter, ignored its decisions “Russian aggressionin Europe

signed on Aug. 6 between UkraineCohen, Sept 5, 2014: terrorism. “The shadow of World (Cuba, Israel, etc) and wagedecallsthe dayswhenlarge nations
The Netherlands, Belgium andAMY GOODMAN: What do you War that existed at the foundingillegal wars and blockades whiletrampled small ones in pursuit of
Australia, all four parties mustgivemean there seems to be anOf thisinstitution [UN] has been bypassing the UN system. territorial ambition,” Obama says,
their consent to the release ohgreement between the major lifted, and the prospect of war The UN Charter declares thatas if those days have ended. The
formal reports of the investigationcountries? between major powersreduced,”All Members shall settle their portrayal of Russia is pure fiction
of the crash. The Netherlands haSTEPHEN COHEN: Well, in said Obama. international disputes by peacefubnd the remainder hypocrisy
been assigned the lead role in thaddition to the insurance coming from a mighty military
international investigation by the company for the airplane, which == power trampling anyone or any
country where the plane camdechnically has legal oM nation standing in the way of its
down, Ukraine, which happens toresponsibility, the major H 1 5AY WE JusT pursuit of global domination.
vigorously accuse Russia of thecountries that are doing it - Law KEEP CALLING IT “The brutality of terrorists in

Syria and Iraq forces us to look
into the heart of darkness,” Obama
says, failing to acknowledge that
it is the US and some of its allies
who have funded and stilldo fund
and train these forces. “When
nations find common ground, not
simply based on power, but on
principle, then we can make
enormous progress.”

How true, but lacking
credibility from the President of a
country with its history of wars,
regime changes and assass-
inations. Ukraine was the latestin

tragedy. Dutch authorities releasedritain has the black boxes, the
apreliminary report on SeptembemNetherlands are involved. There
9 that answers few questions angvas a report the other day that
dodges many. these parties, these states, have
Russian Defence Ministeragreed that they would not
Sergie Shoigu has blamed Ukrain@livulge individually what they
for the air tragedy, saying, “Thehave discovered. Now, they've
catastrophe happened in thdwad plenty of time to interpret the
airspace belonging to Ukraine,black boxes. There are reports
which bears full responsibility for from Germany that the White
what happened”. House version of what happened
The UN Security Council held is not true, therefore you have to
aspecial debate on the downing oook elsewhere for the culprit who
MH 17 at Russia’s request on Septdid the shooting down. They're
17. The debate featured U.Ssitting onsatellite intercepts. They
representative Samantha Powehave the images. They won't
repeating tired phrases that maybeelease the air controller’s
pro-autonomy rebels in easterrconversations in Kiev with the

see WAR, page 9




8 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e OCTOBER 16-31, 2014

¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

one year after they were fired bywere judged to be “contrary to the
the Greek Ministry of Finance. publicinterest.” Instead, the Greek
Wearing matching pink T-shirts, state appealed to the Supreme
they raised their red-gloved fistsCourt, whose verdict is due in
The health and productivity of to call for European solidarity in February 2015.
in September atamine in Indonesialso includes the Public ServantsCambodian garmentworkers havesupport of their struggle to win A leaked recommendation by
partially owned by Rio Tinto were Association (PSA), the largest non-declined due to malnutrition, saystheir jobs back. the responsible Supreme Court
precarious workers. On Octoberffiliated public service unionwith a study by the International Labor “Oneyearago someone decidegudge Christoforos Kosmidis
7, IndustriALL affiliates at Rio about 230,000 members; theDrganization (ILO), adding toruinourlives. Someone decidedverturned the first ruling,
Tinto joined the global campaignPolice and Prisons Civil Rightsconcerns to the plight of thethatwearejustnumbersnothumasuggesting that the permanent
to “Stop precarious work”, Union (Popcru); and the Southworkers campaigning for higherbeings,” said Dimitra Manoli. The retrenchment ofthe cleanersis “the
demanding respect for workers’African Democratic Teacherssalaries. Factory owners did notleaners are among 595 workersGreek state’s legal right to abolish
rights, and a healthy and safdJnion (Sadtu). dispute the study but asked themostly women between 45 and 60existing jobs in the public sector
workplace. “All the major unions ... have a ILO to share all the findings. who worked for the Ministry of and suspend civil servants when it
The majority of Rio Tinto commonposition,demandingal5% The study, a joint effort by the Finance until they were laid off in is driven by reasons of public
unions surveyed on the situation atvage increase,” PSA deputy generdlLO’s Better Factories CambodiaSeptember 2013 and replaced by mterest and rational criteria.”
their worksites report the increasednanager Manie de Clercq said.  project, the French Developmentprivate contractor.
use of precarious work. In France, The government is expected toAgency and local analysis firm  Their wages ranged from 205\|Q Complaining!
precarious workers represent Angkor Research and Consultingfo 757 euros a month, and their
around 25 per cent of the found that 43 percent of garmentayoffs were part of spending cuts  Inaletterfrom Iceland’s Straeto
workforce, up from five per centa workers suffer from anemia, andimposed by the Troika of Greece’spus company, drivers have been
decade ago. At Qit Madagasc 16 percentare underweight. It alsanternational lenders (the Europeanold that complaining about a new
Minerals in February 2014, two- found that garmentworkers, whosdJnion, the International Monetary on-board video camera policy will
thirds of the workforce were in the currentmonthly minimum wage is Fund and European Central Bank)lead to termination.
precarious category. The layoff of US $100, spend about $9 a weelsince then, the cleaners have “Employees have the right to
permanent workers at the Hai on food, or $1.30 a day. protested daily outside the ministryfile a grievance [over the policy],
Creek mine in Australia in May The survey also determined thabuilding, becoming a symbol of but if they use it, it can lead to
2014, while keeping casual garment workers experience higlresistance against EU austerityermination of employment,” reads
workers, illustrates Rio Tinto’s levels of anxiety and uncertaintypolicies. Riot police have part of a letter from management
race to maximise profits by about food supplies. About two-repeatedly attacked the cleanersyver a new policy to install active
replacing its permanent workforce thirds were “food insecure,” sending many to the hospitalsurveillance cameras on all buses.
with precarious workers. meaning they didn’t always havecovered with bruises. Currently, only 30 buses in the
The accidentin Indonesia show: access to safe, nutritious food. “We came to Strasbourg tofleet have the cameras.
again that precarious workers ar&\_ _J About 8 percent were said to bemake our issue known and to ask Reynir Jonsson, the managing
more likely to be victim of a health “severely food insecure.” for help. Because in our country,director of Straeto, told reporters
and safety accident. Outsourcedespond within a few days to the “Anemia and food insecurity in Greece, we only receive violencehat the policy will not work if
workers often receive lower wagesopening wage demand. A lengthycan contribute to wide-rangingas aresponse to our struggle,” saidome bus drivers are allowed to be
and use antiquated protectivenegotiation process could run untilhealth problems,” said Jill Tucker, Evaggelia Giannaki, a 45-year-oldexempt from it. This policy was
equipment. In South Africa the December. program manager of Betterwoman who was laid off after underlined in a second letter to
wage gap is reported by to be huge Factories Cambodia. “Anemiaworking at the ministry for 13 employees, which was essentially
between direct employees anq\AaSS action if often leads to chronic fatigue,years.“The biggestproblemisthat re-wording of the first.
outsourced workers, who do not difficulty concentrating and low at our age and in the context of Straeto employees told
get any bonuses. wage deal curbed  productivity. Addressing theserampant unemployment we arereporters that their work
In Alma, Quebec, the precarious anemia levels will be complex, completely unable tofind newjobs.environment is bad, and that their
workers earn 50 per cent less than The Congress of South Africanbut is key to improving Inmy mid 40s | want to work and union deals with many complaints.
permanent and direct workers. InTrade Unions (COSATU) is productivity and business| am doomed to unemployment.Drivers are placed under a great
2012, after a six-month lockout atthreatening mass action if a Labouputcomes in the garment sector.’Even the European Social Fund igleal of pressure, and their
Rio Tinto in Alma, the United Courtrulesnextmonththatawage YangSophoan, presidentofthemainly targeted to the youngsupervisors are reportedly out of
Steel Workers won a collectivedeal signed in the metal andCambodian Alliance of Trade unemployed. What about us?” touch with their own workers.
agreement limiting the use ofengineering sector cannot bdJnions, told the media thatwages Earlier this year a court ruling The company is jointly
outsourced workers to 10 per cenéxtended to all employers. should be increased so garmemntrdered the finance ministry to re-managed by representatives of
of the worked hours. COSATU  spokespersonworkers can buy healthier food.hire the cleaners, as their layoffsseveral capital area municipalities.
Patrick Craven said on Oct. 2 thaShe said the garment workers neeg
i i i the federation would down tools,at least US $170 monthly to havé
Train .dI’IVGI’S In and consider lodging a complaintenough money to spend on food
pay d|spute at the International Labourbased onarecentstudy conducte
Organisation if the extension washy a government task force.
A union representing train dismissed. About 1,000 garment workers
drivers at Germany’s national The National Employers’ demonstrated in Septembe
railway saysits members have votedssociation of SA (NEASA) outside factoriesin Phnom Penh’s
overwhelmingly to strike over a approached the court to stop th&€€anadia Industrial Park to seek a
pay dispute. GDL union Metaland Engineering Bargainingincrease in wages to US $177.
spokesperson Gerda Seibert sai@ouncil from asking Labour Employershad rejectedapreviouY
on Oct. 2that91 percentof memberlinister Mildred Oliphant to demand for a wage hike to $160
voted in favour of strike action. extend the wage deal to all partiesafter raising salaries to $100 froni
No date was immediately setas legally required. Unions and$80 this year.
for walkouts. GDL is seeking a 5the Steel and Engineering Moeun Tola at the Community

and Allied Workers Union Garment WOI’kGI’S

(Nehawu), which is part of the

Greater risks and
lower wages alliance, has announced that iface malnutrition
wanted the same deal for its

Three out of four workers killed members. The bargaining council

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the
Labour S tart website,
www .labourst art.org

Join the Communist )

Party of Canada %

i

percent increase for Deutschdndustries Federation of SoutherrLegal Education Center in

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histo

y of

Bahn’s train drivers, along with Africa (Seifsa) agreed to a 10Cambodia, said workers who spenl q%gtigggggg:'nfﬁgﬁlri%r%et?‘;% fi”ggz%g‘gipﬁr;?:&?;:”@:?ﬁ!ﬁ St?]‘e

shorterworking hours. The disputepercent pay hike. $1to1.50 aday onfood cannotbuy i~ U g :’ t'l Hest : | oh Nk

has been complicated by astandoff But NEASA said it would only enough to maintain their ener 97" agains: big dusiness ana s paries 1S a yearrounc! joo, sojour
as P y - . . 9 9Y¥] members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp

between GDL and another railpay 8 percent, and believes it standsspecially whenthey traveltoworld - sirengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our polfies

workers’ union, EVG. GDL is agood chance of winning the courin overcrowded trucks and remair]  and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rfiore

claiming the right to negotiate paycase. NEASA is backed by thein hot factories all day.
for other railway staff traditionally Free Market Foundation, which The Cambodian garment
represented by its larger rival, asaysitis unconstitutional to extendndustry employs around 600,00(
well as for train drivers. collective agreements to non-partyworkersin more than 500 registeredl
employers. factories. The ILO is conducting
; COSATU and the National the three-tier survey as part of it
SA pUb“C sector Union of Miners of South Africa Better Factories Cambodia Projeg
bargaining fear that if the court rules in aimedatimprovingworkconditions
NEASA's favour, employers could and productivity. The first part of
South Africa’s main public cut wages to well below those sethe survey draws on results fron
service unions, which collectively in bargaining councils. “Itwilllead nearly 4,000 garment workers in
represent about 1.3 millionto afree-for-all, where employers10 factories.
workers, have a common positioncan pay whatever wages they can
in demanding a 15% salary hikeget away with. It will lead to arace -
from the go?/ernment. Woyrkersto the bottom, as firms compete toCIeaners take flght
also want a R3,000 monthlycuttheir labour costs, ending withtQ Strasbourg
housing allowance and a 28% risestarvation wages, no protection of
for medical aid contributions, their workers’ human rights and naked A group of 30 Greek cleaners
unions said on October 3. exploitation across the sector,”attended the European Parliamer
The National Education Health Craven said. session in Strasbourg last month)
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Eritrea: "the Cuba of Africa”

to severe under-funding of theEritrea, infuriating Ethiopia’s
health sector, make access tteaders, who have rejected the
healthcare services very difficult.” ruling. To this date Ethiopia
Adultliteracy in Eritreais 80%. continues to militarily occupy
Education is provided free to allEritrean territories with U.S.
students, including university andsupport.
college, and the government But the war wasn’'t about a
spends 45% of its budget onborder dispute. In a secret cable
education. published by Wikileaks, Meles
When it became clear thatZenawi, the former prime minister,
Eritrea would not adhere totells Susan Rice, the former US
Western neoliberalism, imper-Assistant Secretary of State for
ialism launched a campaign ofAfrican Affairs: “The outbreak of
demonization and economichostilities ... was never about the
sabotage, callingita“rogue” stateporder dispute in Badme and
During the “scramble for | a ‘“dictatorship”, and an “inte- Zelambessa... It was about econ-
Africa”, Italy colonized the port [ rnational sponsor of terrorism.” omic and political differences”.
of Asseb in modern day Eritrea inap Eritrean health worker measures a toddler’s mid-upper arm ~ Ethiopia invaded Eritrea in 1998Smaller “border conflicts” also
1869, to compete with French ancjrcymference to gauge his nutrition status. (Photo from UNICEF.) ~ With the support of U.S. imperial- occurred between Eritreaand U.S.-
British control of the Red Sea ism. Hundreds of thousands ofbacked Yemen and Djibouti.
shipping lanes. Britain admin- security. These micro-dams broken Africa on target to reach thetroopswere deadlockedintrenches Now the U.S. has imposed
istered the colony of Eritrea andthe age-old dependence on th&nited Nation’s Millennium along an 800 kilometer front, thecrippling sanctions on Eritrea for
Italian Somaliland following the rains in this arid region of Africa. Development Goals. Eight majorlargest and deadliest conventionaits alleged support for al-Shabaab
defeat of Italy and the Axis powersin 2011, the United Nations vaccine-preventable diseases hawear since the Iran-Iraq War. in Somalia. Wikileaks also
in WW2, and a United Nations Famine Early Warning Systembeen eliminated, life expectancyis Allegedly the war was the disproved this claim in its
resolution, backed by the U.S.predicted millions would starvein 66 years, the country is movingconsequence of Eritrean territorial'Ethiopia Files”. In a secret cable,
made Eritrea an autonomous terrieapitalist Ethiopia, despite beingtowards eliminating malaria, andexpansion into Ethiopia, but thisformer U.S. ambassador to
tory of Ethiopia in 1951. When the birthplace of the Nile River HIV/AIDS infectionsinthe general can easily be disproven. EthiopiaEthiopia Donald Yamamoto said,
Haile Selassie |, the feudal emperoand the Zenawi regime exportingpopulation is less than 1%. Byunilaterally superimposed its“The role Eritrea plays in
of Ethiopia, unilaterally revoked 10,000 tons of rice to Saudi Arabiacomparison, HIV/AIDS in Tigray administrative zone into Somalia... is probably insig-
Eritrea’s autonomous status thatyear. Butthe people of EritreaWashington, D.C. is around 3%,Eritrea. This change can be seeninificant.” The United Nations
separatists led by the Eritreanvere able to survive the worst ofand Eritrea’s life expectancy ismaps created by the Ethiopiammonitoring group in Somalia

By T.J. Petrowski

There exists in the Horn of
Africaasmallnation that few living
inthe West have heard of. Aforme
Italian colony, Eritrea is only
reported on in the mainstrean
media when the U.S. imposes
further sanctions on this small
country of six million, or when
Hollywood makes a movie about g
dictator in afictitious country that
shares its exact borders. But fof
those journalists living in Eritrea,
the country isthe “Cuba of Africa.”

People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) the drought. equivalent to the state ofregimein1997,compared tothosadmittedit“hasfoundnoevidence
fought a 30 year war of inde- Access to clean drinking waterMississippi, in the richest country by international organizations. Theto substantiate allegations that
pendence. has improved dramatically. Ininthe world. In Ethiopia, hailed aschange was even visible onEritrea supplied Al-Shabaab with

When Eritrea achieved formal1990, according to the World the “African lion” by pundits forits Ethiopian currency issuedin 1997arms and ammunition by air in
independence in 1993, itsHealth Organization (WHO), only creation of millionaires, the WHO showing an enlarged map ofOctober and November 2011,”
infrastructure had been devastatedi3% of Eritreans had access tgeports: “The main health concern€thiopia. A peace agreement wagven though this was used to justify
A third of the population was in safe drinking water; by 2013 thatin Ethiopia include maternal signed in Algeria in DecemberResolution 2023, imposing
exile, agricultural and industrial number had risen to 85%,mortality, malaria, tuberculosisand2000, establishing the Eritrean-sanctions on Eritrea’s mining
production was in a state ofcomparedto48% in Ethiopia. TheHIV/AIDS compounded by acute Ethiopian Border Commission development.
collapse, and the ruling EPLF hadyovernment has supported amalnutrition and lack of access to(EECB), a UN body tasked with  Canadians should be aware of
to begin rebuilding the country in variety of methods to provide safeclean water and sanitation. Thedentifying a “final and binding” Western imperialism’s violent
a state of ruin. The Nationaldrinking water, including har- limited number of health borderbetween the two countriespolicies, and support the right of
Democratic Program outlinedvesting rainwater through roof institutions, inefficientdistribution In 2002, the EECB released itsall people, whether in Eritrea,
socialist development in four collection and solar-poweredof medical supplies and disparityfindings, awarding the Cuba, Venezuelaor Korea, to self-
pillars: food security, water, health,pumps to extract ground waterbetween rural and urban areas, dueontroversial village of Badme to determinatione
and education. reserves.

Agrarian reforms radically  Eritrea’s “existing national
transformed food security. health policy aims to ensure equity
Peasants were allocated small plotand access by majority population L ef t F ro nt I au n C h e S
of land and provided with moreto essential health services at
modern tractors to work their affordable cost, consistent with the .
farms. But the construction of aUniversal Health Coverage tt k d t
micro-dam irrigation system hadprinciples,” the WHO reported. a aC O n S pe n I n g Cu S
the greatest impact on foodEritreaisone of only three countries

By Ben Chacko, UK
Morning Star, Oct. 1

War without end...

continued from page 7 that could derail so much progresseconomic policy that has nevern &

and that is the cancer of violentworked in any country and will

a series of regime changesgxtremism that has ravaged smever work”, after huge spendingz#i

overseeing a coup against amany parts of the Muslim world. cuts were unveiled in the country’sS&
democratically elected govern-Of course, terrorism is not new...”annual budget.

ment and its replacement by prodt certainly is not new, nor is the  Finance Minister Michel Sapin

US, reactionary (including waronterror. George W Bushin abragged about “unprecedented

communist regime. “And | stand (10 days after the bombing of thegovernment “refuses toimplemen
before you today committed toWorld Trade Centre) said, “Our austerity.”
investing American strength towar on terror begins with Al- EU chiefs were unimpressed It's not enough for Brussels, And he laid into a president
working with all nations to address Qaeda, but it does not end there. With a plan that asks for furtherwhich is calling for France to who was cutting vital public
the problems we face in the 21swill not end until every terrorist delays before France gets belovemulate the catastrophic attackservices at home while wasting
century.” Really! group of global reach has beerthe arbitrary Brussels deficit caponworking conditions and welfare money by “declaring war [on Isis
“America is and will continue found, stopped and defeated.” Thi®f 3 per cent of GDP, but Sapinseen in southern Europearin Iraq] without asking anyone.
to be a Pacific power, promotinglater became Bush’s “war withoutclaimed spending cuts of 21 billioncountries such as Greece an€ne day he declares war, the next
peace, stability, and the free flowend” and is now Obama’s. euros - mostly to healthcare, locaSpain. EU-enforced austeritywe're bombing, four days later the
of commerce among nations. But There is one big difference - ingovernment grants and childprogrammesinboth countries havéNational Assembly meets - and
we will insist that all nations abide the lead-up to the war on Iraq therallowances - showed he wasuinedtheireconomies and causedoesn’t vote on it.”
by the rules of the road, and resolvevere mass demonstrations arounthware of the seriousness of theinemployment to soar. Melenchon called for a “new
their territorial disputes peacefully, the world, including hundreds of budgetary situation.” Melenchon said the Frenchalliance” of trade unions and
consistentwith international law.” thousands of protesters around He also said the sale of 4 billioneconomy would “pay dearly” for parties to build a “left opposition”
America is a Pacific power, but asAustralia. Since then the peaceeuros in public assets would helpdancing to the bankers’ tune.  tothe Socialist Party government.
for promoting peace, etc, this ismovement has become all bufrance pay off its debts. “Scaremongering” over debt [The Left Front (Front de
nonsense coming from theinvisible tothe majority of people  President Francois Hollande,was “an absurd way of countinggauche) electoral coalition
mouthpiece of the largest military in Australia, despite the efforts ofwhose capitulation to the EU onwhich takes no account of the uséncludes the French Communist
industrial complex in the world a relatively small number of cuts to tax and public spendingmade of the money,” he said. ~ Party, the Left Party, the Unitarian
which relies on war to boost profits.committed activists. As a crucialhas made him the least popular Slashing allowances for all butLeft and other radical and anti-
Obama omitted to mention that ittask, we mustwork together - peac&rench president in history, isfirst-bornchildrenwas “totally cruel capitalistgroups. As a presidential
was referring to its own rules, notgroups, trade unions, communityplanning to break up stateand absolutely stupid,” he warnedcandidate in 2012, Melenchon
those of the UN. organisations - to re-energise thenonopolies, cut public-sectorarguingitwould negatively affectareceived 3.9 million first round
“But as we look to the future, peace and anti-war movement. jobs and cap pay rises. stagnant birth rate. votes, or 11.1% of the totale]
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Outrageous att ack on press freedom in  Australia

The Media, Entertainment & prosecutes whistleblowers andwork of journalists if they receive
Arts Alliance (MEAA), the union journalists who are dealing withinformation about a special
and industry advocate forwhistleblowers.Itimposesludicrousintelligence operation, particularly
Australia’s journalists, has penalties of up to 10 years jail onfrom whistleblowers or “trusted
described the National Securityjournalists. It imposes outrageousnsiders” as the Bill notes in its
Legislation Amendment BillNo 1 surveillance on journalists and theExplanatory Memorandum. The
which has been passed by theomputer networks of their mediapenalty in the Bill is a jail term of
Senate, as an outrageous attack amployers. Ittreats every Australiarbetween five and 10 years.
press freedom in Australia. as a threat and denies their rights of The offences outlined in section

MEAA federal secretary Chris- access to information and freedon85P would apply to “disclosures
topher Warren said: “This Bill has of expression... by any person” and “persons wha
beenrushedthroughinundue haste “The parliamenthasnowpassedre recipients of unauthorised
without proper discussion orlegislation that hands extra-disclosure of information, should
debate of the implications it has inordinary powers to the governmenthey engage in any subsequer
denying long-held freedoms inand its spy agencies whiledisclosure”.

Australia. In a healthy functioning preventing legitimate scrutiny of ~ This would capture legitimate
democracy this assault on thahose powers. At a time when thereporting by journalists and mediatest to prosecuting media organ- The Bill's new definition of

public’'s right to know and the parliament should be defendingorganisations of activities in theisations for publishing or broad-“computer” (to include a computer
penalties applied to the media forand promoting freedoms in ourpublic interest. For example, thiscasting information. This is system or network) has grave
scrutinising power must besociety it has instead chosen tdegislation would have made illegalcountered by a requirement on thémplications for people and
condemned. The Bill muzzles thestrip them away,” Warren said. the legitimate reporting of Edward Commonwealth Director of Public organisations designated “third
media from doing its job.” MEAA has repeatedly raisedSnowden’s revelation about theProsecutions “to consider theparties”. As a third party, the

Warren said: “The Bill its concerns over section 35P ophone tapping of the wife of public interest in the commence-journalist's computer and their
criminalises legitimate journalist the Bill which imposes a jail term Indonesian President Susiloment or continuation of a prosecimedia organisation’s computer
reporting of matters in the publicof up to 10 years on journalists forBambang Yudhoyono. ution” but the definition of the network could be monitored, have
interest. It overturns the public’s“unauthorised disclosure of Late amendments to the Billpublic interest from the DPP’sinformation taken, and be
right to know. It persecutes andinformation” - criminalising the would also apply a “recklessness’perspective may differ greatly from*“disrupted”.
that of journalists, the media and, The Bill's overview regarding
indeed, the public. intelligence collection powers

Warren said: “It is clear that states the Bill enables ASIO to:
rather than seeing Edward‘obtainintelligence fromanumber
Snowden as a legitimateofcomputers (includinganetwork)
whistleblower who exposedunder a single computer access
massive illegal misuse of metadatayarrant, including computers at a
this legislation ensures thatanyonspecified location or those which
seekingto also expose wrongdoingire associated with a specified
by Australia’s spy agencies will person”.
be muzzled, unable to get their The Bil's amendments also

»%a A powerful class
war chromcle

Q.

Still the Enemy Within,
directed by Owen Gower

the 1984-85 miners strike,
review by Jeff Sawtell, from
the Morning Star (Britain)

We know from government
documents how far Margaret|
Thatcher would go to break th
National Union of Mineworkers
duringthe strike of 1984 by harnessing
the full power of the state. It wasn't
simply a revenge attack after the
Tory government led by Edward ji
Heath was defeated - war way
declared onthe whole working class

The strategy was simple. Smas
what was deemed the vanguard @
the working class and others would
follow suit, so opening up Milton

story out to the wider community alter “the current limitation on
despite the obvious public interestdisruption of a target computer”.
and will be punished with a jail Under the Bill’'s proposed
term of up to 10 years.” amendments “disruption” can
The Bill can also deeminclude the addition, copying,
journalists and their employers toaltering or deletion of data if ASIO
be a“third party” ifthey interview deems it necessary. This can
persons of interest to the Australichappen to a third party’s computer
Security Intelligence Organisationand/or communications in transit.
(ASIO). Consider the example of This again threatens the
barrister Bernard Collaery and hisrelationship journalists have with
allegations that ASIO agentstheir confidential sources and the
raided his office and seizedpreparation of news stories.
electronic and paper files relating Inalate amendment, journalists
tothe alleged bugging of the Timornow face 10 years’ jail if they
Leste’s government’s Cabinetidentify an ASIO officer. MEAA
offices during negotiations for anotes that ASIO has been able to

Apart from setting up the so-most powerful documentary treaty relating to the Timor Gap. inoculate itself from scrutiny so

Friedman’s road to economiccalled Democratic Union of reminder of the strength and Journalists who interview successfully that any wrongdoing
exploitation. Mineworkers and a network of weaknesses of the strike. It'spersons of interest to ASIO like by an ASIO officer could resultin
That's why this film is so acute. informers they recruited right-wing captured with exceptional Collaery can be subjectedto powerswo years’ jail but if a journalist
Directed by Owen Gower, working Labour while their media matesphotography and a sympathetiof surveillance, investigation andreported the officer's abuse of
with a sympathetic crew, it's the peddled theirmendacity. The notiorsoundtrack that includes thepunishmentwhich may underminepower, the journalist faces five
story of the miners’ strike from the of a national ballot was nonsenseSpecials, whose music is veryajournalist's ethical obligations to times that penalty.
point of view of those involved in ~ The response to this onslaughtmuch of the Thatcherite era. Butnever disclose the identity of a “The outcome ofthislegislation
the mass acts of solidarity. It showsequired inventive approachesabove all, the film is a timely confidential source. It also sits atforjournalistsis two-fold: amuzzle
how the vote for strike action from circumventing roadblocksto reminder that the Tories and theilodds with shield laws that protecthas been applied to the media that
sparked a wave of supportharnessing the power of thecollaborators are the true “enemyjournalists from having to disclosewill have a chilling effect on
throughoutthe coalfields thatforcedWomen Against Pit Closureswithin.” e the identity of confidential sources.legitimate journalism while at the
the ruling class to split the minersmovement. same time journalists will be
and their most likely supporters. Still the Enemy Withiis thus a compelled to resort to the tools
and techniques of espionage to
protect their news sources and
stories from being interfered with
by the government and its
agencies,” Warren said.

“Those two outcomes are not
healthy inany democracy. Butthey
are even more galling when the
government responsible claims to
be implementing these in order to
protect our freedoms and our way
of life,” he said.

“As Prime Minister Tony Abbott,

a former journalist, has said in

k.
==

2a Trova Nuestra
" Friday, Oct. 31, 8 pm
"La Pennia Nuestra'

Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouyves
TG Clark Drive (Clark and Georgia st
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W l.|..1: R ..1 Lpi L] |-.,-r;|.1 ||||:-||'I|:l|-|.|I| s Lrs frodit ||-|I| 11k |I|1 e historic 1933 play Eight Men Speak is next to the Palmerston WhatAustra"anjourﬁaﬁstsdo Trat
':”;,M' i‘.':" "I'".'r"':':. "h:"'"" '”"': o "'f"'l“"!l"l""l' A "'IT:':"'I" Public Library, ashortwalk from the apartmentwhere helivedfor i 2> S0 © T = 0o o
PPPEL I G EgErsslan il exprission Wikl argsins deep wiatiin L) gecades with his partner (in life and theatre) Toby Gordon Ryan. . . .
Harmn Mdesticza Crodxed roots] of Latiin Armerica - an expression ol the exgplo b ( ) y y jOUI’na|IStS doneedstobe considered

Pictured above at the Sept. 18 unveiling ceremony are guest
speakers (L-R) Robin Endres Pacific, Brian Davis and Alan
Filewod, emcee Wally Brooker (in the middle) and Toronto
Councillor Ceta Ramkhalawansingh (at right).

by the Australian Parliament and
should have been recognised in this
Bill,” Warren said.

stve chanpes within the continesst of Livt i famenica Lol Lay Trowa Muesiry
coiilel be defimad as The enconnter botwern a man. & goitar and pociry
Vordears plealziing e a batder wiork!
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Ontario civic elections Oct. 27....

Trustees who have campaigne@ommunity and is Secretary of the
hard for the long-promised, butindo-Canadian Workers’ Associ-
services, affordable socialhousinghnever delivered needs-basedtion. A father of two young
and rent controls, good transitprovincial funding formula for children, he is married to a healt
planning and lower fares, education. care worker. Hundal is fighting MOvement, speakers and
accessible and affordable quality Among these is Howard for more capital funding to build diScussiononCanada’s military
public childcare, civilian control Kaplan, an incumbent in Ward 5,new schools in Peel, an area Witljélvolvergent lnTr:raqlgyrllzl
of police and racial profiling, TDSB. Kaplan has fought schoola growing population of young S2Stern Europe. Thurs. Oct16,
expanded local democracy andlosures andland sell-offs dictatedamilies. He wants the Board to/:15 pm, Mt Pleasant
autonomy, and anewfinancialdeaby the province, successfullyoffer Punjabi and other languagecOmmunity Centre, 1 Kingsway
for cities from Queen’s Park.  blocking closure in his riding, and programs, where numberswarranlp@ Main, 2nd floor. Sponsored
Former Toronto Mayor David continues to fight for adequateas accredited courses. He als y Stopwar.ca, 778-870-2448.
Millerinitiated a broad based fight provincial funding, and uploading supports a university for Celebrate the 70th Anniv-
for a new financial deal for citiesthe costs of education off theBrampton, and advocates votingersary of the Guatemalan
across Canada. That importanproperty tax. He is also a strongights in municipal and school Revolution, Sat., Oct. 18, 7
contribution was derailed by thesupporter of the Africentric high board elections for Canadianpm-midnight, Centre for
City of Toronto Act. Butin lightof school located in his Ward. residents. Socialist Education, 706 Clark
the bankruptcy announced by Juanita Burnett, running for Most Labour Councils have aDr. Donation $10, music with
Detroit earlier this year, this is aTrustee in Wards 1 and 5 inlistof candidates that they supportPJ Carlitos Tun Tun, delicious
big issue that Chow could andGuelph, is also campaigning for aand many unions are activelyauthentic Guatemalan food.
should take up. new provincial funding formula. working for these candidates. PVOrganized by Otto Rene Castillo
The election of progressiveA library worker at the University readers can check with LabourClub CPC.
majorities at City Councils acrossof Guelph where she organizedCouncils to see their lists, and can eft Film Night, “Weight of
the provinceis also veryimportantlibrary workers into CUPE, contact the candidates mentione¢thains”, 7 pm, Sunday, Oct.
Toronto has had a right-wingBurnettis a delegate to the Guelplin this article as follows: 25, documentary on the NATO
majority since 2010. Can it belabour council. Sheis aparentandarry Wasslen, Councillor, destruction of Yugoslavia,
replaced by a progressive majoritya strong advocate for students wittKitchissippi Ward (Ottawa), 613- Centre for Socialist Education,
on Oct. 27? We certainly hope sospecial needs, and for schooR20-6843 706 Clark Drive. Ph. 604-255-
In Ottawa, Larry Wasslen is anutrition and food programs. Howard Kaplan, Ward 5 Trustee, 2041 for details.
good pick for CouncilinKitchissippi  In Peel, Harinderpal Hundal is Toronto, 416-654-7105 ;
Ward. A neo-natal nurse whocampaigning in Wards 9 and 10Juanita Burnett, Wards 1 and 5 tgt'li'rr]ovapl\\lr;lgsr%gnevemmgsgi(c:)f
organized the Children’s Hospital ofand has developed a big base ofrustee, Upper Grand Riveradmission $10, 8 pm, Oct 31’
Ottawa (ONA), Wasslen is ancommunity support. A certified (Guelph), 519-803-8996 Centre for Socialist Education.
advocate of good planning policyteacher, with degrees in businesblarinderpal Hundal. Wards 9 545 cjark Drive '
and an opponent of greedyadministration and economics,and 10 Trustee, Peel (Brampton), '
developers. He is advocating morédundalis active in the South Asian647-818-6880
affordable housing and rentcontrols ,
lower OC Transit fares for all, and 7th Annual  Anarchist
Bookfair and Canzine DIY

free fares for social assistanc
recipients, the unemployed an Fest, weekend of Oct. 24-26, at
the University of Winnipeg

seniors. He'salsofighting for prope . S
tax reform to provide relief for (“The Hive” in Lockhart Hall,

homeowners and tenants, and for t

continued from page 2

Stepping Up The Anti-War

and Bulman Centre). For info
and to reserve tables, http://
wpgbookfairdiyfest.com/

Toronto, ON

CCFAToronto's CAFE CUBA,
Thursday, Oct. 16, 7 pm, free
admission, at Ellington’s Music
and Cafe, 805 St. Clair Ave.
West. To celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Beatles in
North America, Luis Garcia will
show his film “John Lennon in
Havana”, and Hidden Brook
Press presents Window
Fishing, an anthology on the
influence of the Beatles, edited
by Poet Laureate John B. Lee.
For info contact Elizabeth Hill,
416-654-7105.

Montreal, QC

Che October Fest, 6:30 pm,
Sat., Oct. 11, Greek Workers
Assoc., 5359 ave. du Parc,
music and speeches in honour
of Che Guevara, tickets $15
advance/$20 door, includes
dinner. Organized by Parti
communiste du Quebec
(Section du PCC).

Public  services and
programs under attack!
Halloween demo against
Liberal austerity carnage,
Friday, Oct. 31, 11 am, gather
at McGill College Ave. and
Sherbrooke (near Metro
McGill).

province to provide adequate transf
payments to cities across Ontario.

School Board elections are als
taking place. The Toronto Star i
campaigning to defeat the city’s
entire public school board,
including a significant number of Harinderpal Hundal

Juanita Burnett

Inquest into refugee death...

People'sVoice deadlines

November 1-15 issue: Thursday, October 16
November 16-30 issue: Thursday, Nov. 6

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

screening prior to their deportation,assessments, for example, would ngt
and increased information-sharingchange the underlying reason fof
down the holding cells below theof mental health records betweer_ucia’s anxiety: her detention and
Vancouver International Airport, agencies. deportation.

free phone calls, access to The notion of a more ‘humane When detached from an
interpreters, fresh air, freeprison’ with more staffing (i.e abolitionist and decarceration
multilingual reading material, and increased management and contranalysis, prison reform strategies
increased legal information. of detainees) and better serviceactually, asformer political prisoner
10. As with so many of the changesletracts fromthe critical question ofAngela Davis argues, “render the
that have already been made, whyanincreasednumberofmigrantprison more impermeable to
number of proposed recom-are being detained and deportedzthange.” Therefore advocating fol
mendations are troubling. Theseand does nothing to challenge theletention reform strategies through
include: increased staffing at thefederal government’s plans of prisorthis inquest must be consistent
prison and holding center, alongeexpansion (and by extension, prisonwvithin the ultimate vision towards
detention period for detainees tgpopulations). Although critical, ending migrant detentions and
have appropriate mental healtreppropriate mental healthdeportationse

Vancouver civic election...

OneCity is calling for a “20 over to blame City Hall for the housing
Five” policy, meaning that 20 crisis. Of course, local govern-
to be able to resolve the crisispercent of units in housing ments mustbe part of the solution

continued from page 4

Phone 1-202-456-1111

continued from page 5

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write

to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban F

E-malil: president@whitehouse.gov

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

inflated expectations beyond anydevelopments of five or more unitsBut what's really needed is a

reasonable level. would have to be made availablecCanada-wide plan to build
The contradictions of this at truly affordable rates, i.e. aaffordable housing for everyone.HO”OW Cast

strategy may hurt Vision’s vote onmaximum of 30% of family A country which can give

Nov. 15. COPE s calling for higherincome. enormous tax breaks to the wealthyHollow cast

taxation on non-occupied housing But better development andand the big corporations, and stillA play on empty words

units, i.e. speculative propertieszoning policies are not enough.spend tens of billions on newActs of genocide

This is a popular position in a city British Columbia’s starvation military hardware, could certainly A powerful work of hate

where people stare up at darkenesocial assistance rates and the $16@iake it a priority to build a million Justifying a repeat performance

windows in the condo towers,hour minimum wage leavenew social and low-income Appearing in the lebensraum.

although the percentage of emptjhundreds of thousands scramblingpousing units. The parties inJust desert

At a cost of

many Palestinians and their homes.

No intermission.
Curtain call.

Peter Marcus, 1992

ve:

living spaces here appears to beo eat, let alone pay rent. Federal/ancouver’s municipal campaignNow scene of the crime.
close tothe Canada-wide averagecuts to social and co-op housingshould be challenged: what's yourAn epic

Another approach is advocatedorograms put renters and wouldplanto lightafire under the higherOf Zionist proportions, which can be purchased at
by the new OneCity party, whichbe homeowners at the mercy ofevels of government which havebased on a Nazi true story. Spartacus Books (Vancouver) or
includes many progressives withdevelopers, landlords and banksthe authority and the power toWith a background of oppression fromthe author at$5. All proceeds
closertiestothe labour movement. During acivic election, it's easy adopt such a strategg? Staged for your jingoistic pleasure.go to People’s Voice.

This poem is in a collection of
writings called A Small Lamp,
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Beware! India’ s new regime carries deadly virus

figures went mostly unnoticed. ToAkhlesh Yadav government. that Modi would make India a Telangana brand ambassador.
coaxmillions ofthe poorto support  Asthe BJP’s campaign managefHindu State” before his term ends.Mirza strongly refuted Laxman’s
India is a “Secular Socialist Modi, the media painted him a poorin UP, Amit Shah’s speeches toldAnother colleague admonishedclaim that she was an outsider.
Democratic Republic” as per itstea boy, who in his youth sold tea apeople that the time had come tdoreign visitors, “Wearing bikinis
constitution, and its citizens arerailway stations to help his family take Badla (revenge) and teaclshould be banned on Goa’'spn the end
equal before law, irrespective offinancially. Relying ontruths, half- lessons. The BJP won 71 out of 8®eaches... and the young girls
caste, colour, or creed. But its'truths and lies, Modi with the seats in the province. Shah wagoing to pubs in short dresses After Modi formed his
secular feature may come undemedia’s help won support of all hailed as a modern day Chanakyahould be banned as that wagovernment, Arundhati Roy,
stress after Narendra Modi and hisections of society and becamdteacher, tactician, and royalagainst Goa’s culture”. India’s well-known human rights
BJP (Bharatya Janata Party) formet¢hdia’s 15th Prime Minister. No advisor), and promoted as the Ashok Singhal, the Presidentactivist and author, said “Now, we
the government in May 2014.  other party, not even the Indianruling BJP’s National President. of VHP (an affiliate of RSS), have a democratically elected
Thereis nothing unusualinrulersNational Congress which ruled On the eve of Modi's victory, recently said that with the Babritotalitarian government”. She
changing through the democrationost of the time since Kuldip Nayar, aveteran journalistMasjid at Ayodhya gone (the wasn't far from the truth.
process, but power this time passethdependence, could match Modi’'sand syndicated columnist, wrote historic mosque was demolished The Modigovernmentwas soon
to the political arm of a dogmatic theatrical display of humility, or “I didn’t want Narendra Modi to by RSS volunteers in 1991), “thein conflict with the judiciary on
Hindu organization, RSS (Rashtriyahis electrifying speeches atbe India’s Prime Minister for Muslim community should the issue of appointment of

By Baldev Padam

Swayamsevak Sangh) whosaumerous election rallies. ideological reasons. His effort towillingly give up two other Supreme Court judges, and also
mantra is to make India a Hindu polarize the country is not in themosques in the holy cities offor excluding the main opposition
Nation (Rashtra). The RSSfounderg|arized pe0p|e nation’s interest...” Varanasi and Mathura”, i.e. allowparty from the committee that

opposed the concept of a secular The fate of India as a seculathe mosques to be vandalized. appointed an ombudsman to
Indian state, and also admired Yet controversies have state under the Modi regime is Viewing such developments,investigate public complaints of
Hitler's theory of purity of race. followed Modi, within India and anybody’s guess. He is an ardenjpurnalist Inder Malhotrawrote in corruption against the Prime
Long-time RSS President Guruinternationally, because hisfollowerofthe RSS,whosaison Indian Expresshat “India must Minister or his colleagues.

Golwalkar, in his booRNVe, Our governmentin Gujaratdid little to d’etre was to make India a Hindu never be a ‘Hindu Pakistan’ Modi  The country also witnessed
Nationhood Define@938) wrote, stop 2002 riots in which hundredsNation (Rashtra). Modi was should restrain Bhagwat andorganized hooliganism, where

“Germany has also shown how wellof men, women, and children, mosintroduced to RSS fundamentalsothers”. some provincial Chief Ministers
nigh impossible it is for races andof them Muslims, were killed and in the heat and dust of ishakha belonging to opposition parties
cultures, having differences goingthousands more displaced fron{basic unit), which he joined as &| gye Jihad” were hooted down by BJP workers
to the root, to be assimilated intotheir homes. Amit Shah, Modi’s Volunteer in his youth, and in the presence of the Prime
one united whole, agood lesson foright hand and his junior homegraduated in its philosophy. Love Jihad is the term coinedMinister. Haryana Chief Minister

us in Hindustan to learn and profitminister, implicitly supported the ~ Makingthe conceptofthe Hinduby RSS think tanks to oppose(CM)Bhupinder Singh Hoodawas
by.” Such noxious thoughtsrioters. His police watched theNation clear, Guru Golwalkar Hindu women marrying Muslim the first to be heckled during an
prompted ardent followers like mayhem mutely and didn’t wrote, “Non-Hindu people of men. According to them, it is anofficial function in Kaithal on
Modi and BJP to target India’s Hindustan must adopt Hindulslamist strategy to seduce andiugust19. Then it was the turn of
non-Hindu minorities, the Muslims culture and languages, must leargonvert Hindu women. The termMaharashtra’s Prithviraj Chavan,
in particular. Hence the alarm! and respect and hold in reverencevas often used by saffron-clad BJRvho astutely skipped a joint
the Hindu religion... may stay intheleaders like Sakshi Maharaj andunction with Modi in Nagpur.
Why Modi succeeded country, wholly subordinatedtotheYogi Adityanath to raise anti- But Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hindu nation, claiming nothing, Muslim sentiments and get HinduHemant Soren wasn’'t lucky
Why did secular India throw its deserving no privileges, far lessvotes. RSS cronies have floated aenough to escape humiliation at
destiny for the next five years into any preferential treatment - notassociation in western UP calledthe hands of BJP activistsin Modi’'s
the hands of a political outfit even citizens’rights” (Wikipedia). “Hindu Behen Beti Bachao presence in Ranchion August 21.
fundamentally opposedto aseculg In his book “Jyotipunj” Narendra Sangharsh Samiti” (Save Hindult reminds us of the Hitler era in
state? The answerisn’tfarto see Modi mentioned that Golwalkar sister and daughter committee)Germany, where Nazi Party
The ever-rising cost of living, inspired him. Volunteers attend calls, uploadworkers were often let loose
unemployment, corruption, and the Mohan Bhagwat, the currentFacebook messages, go door-tcagainst the dictator's opponents.
lack of concern on the part of the RSS chief, stated “...every citizendoor and hold protests againstll that speaks louder than words
Congress Party-led coalition to — . — of Hindustan must be called a‘love jihad”, armed with Google aboutBJP plans to take the country
tackle the malaise, broughtDespite his criminal past, Amit  Hindu and not be identified asMaps, WhatsApp and lawyers. Itbackward from the new liberal
Narendra Modi in, and kicked Shahwasamajorplayerinthe  nyslim, Sikh, Christian or any is their Love Patrol to keep Loveworld of the 21st century.
Congress out. A smart BJPBJP election victory. other faith he or she followed.” Jihad under control. About the good times Modi
politician, Modi artfully exploited intervene to stop that massacre. Such an odd definition of “Hindu”  Temperate parentsin Indiahaveromised, the prices of gas,
people’s disgust with the Grand India’s populous UP (Uttar invited criticismfromall quarters. long endorsed inter-religiousessential commodities, and rail
Old Party. By promising to bring Pradesh) province, which electdWhile academicians opined thatwedlock of their offspring. India’s fares, were hiked just days before
Achche Din (good times) he wonthe largest number of lawmakerscitizens of Hindustan should betteate PM Indira Gandhi (a Hindu the annual budget. Prepared by
the election hands down. to Parliament, was eyed by thebe known as Hindustanis, notBrahmin) was married to Ferozethe earlier Congress regime, the
Modi's campaign pledged to BJP this time to win the seatsHindus, political parties like Gandhi, a Parsi. Even the BJP’dudget was placed before
uplift India’'s poor, but needed ensure their majority inCongress, SPand CPM have calledurrent federal HRD minister Mrs. Parliament with some cosmetic
paradoxically was financed by bigthe Lok Sabha (Lower House).ita plantoimpose Hindu majority Smriti Irani (Hindu) is married to changes. On the economic front,
business and supported by theiPre-poll riots between Hindu andrule. Some compared Bhagwat t&Zubin Irani, a Zoroastrian, but noTheNew York Times International
printand electronic media. Besidesviuslim communities were Hitler. Dal Khalsa, a radical Sikh finger was ever raised. Why then aVeekly(Aug. 23-24) dealt with
selling dreams of Achche Din, thetriggered by BJP leaders inorganization, has declared that ihullabaloo over Hindu-Muslim the subject in detail, under the
media highlighted the “exceptional” Muzzafarnagar and other UPwould not allow the RSS to “foist marriages? Indeed fanaticism angaption “Slow Start by Modi
growth of Gujarat province towns, to polarize people onits fascist agenda on Punjab”. logic stand poles apart! Frustrates India’s Hope.”
achieved under Modi's rule; religious lines so as to pocket Dazed by victory, BJP Ifitsuitspolitically, BJP people  People’s frustration is evident
rebuttals by Chief Ministers of somemajority Hindu votes. Many BJP supporter Deepak Dhavalikar,oppose even a Muslim marrying arom by-elections held after Modi
other provinces with facts andleaders were arrested by UP’$50a’s Cooperation Minister, saidMuslim. For example, Saniaassumed power. Out of 50 by-
Mirza, India’s celebrated tenniselections across the country, the
star (she won the 2014 US OperBJP andits allies have won only 18.

NE ws Fo R PEo PL E, mixed doubles)isaMuslimwomanin Uttar Pradesh, the “Hindi

married to the famous PakistaniHeartland”, the BJP has lost eight
N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts [/ cricketer Shoaib Malik, and wasof eleven assembly seats to the SP-
L appointed “brand ambassador” ofSamajwadi Party that rules the state.

r—-————————— 1| Telangana province by itsWhileithasnobetterrecord, people
|| government.RaisedinHyderabadaccepted the Samajwadi Party as a

Pe OPle 's the capital of the newly createdlesser evil than Modi's BJP.

v province, she brought fame to the While the BJP may have to deal

|
WHY IS THIS MA
STILL FREE"

et e
o i e iy v b

Forla
[y

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE |
gives you the latest on the |
fightback from coast to coast. |
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat |
the HarperT ories, resist ance to |
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba |
or workers’ struggles around the |
world, we've got the news the |
corporate media won't print. |
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city, state and country in sportswith the mess of their own making
| But K. Laxman, the province’s in days to come, Indians wait for
[| BJP opposition leader, criticized“Achche Din” after they get rid of

|| theappointment, sayingthat MirzaModi's disruptive regime, which
is a daughter-in-law of Pakistanendangers India’s peace and
who lacked credentials to beharmony like never before.
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