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== “ .o | Canadians
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Stop war
build-up
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and Syrial

Commentary on

Rallies took place in six cities across Canada on October 6, as part of an International Day of Action page 1 2
to oppose the drive to war against Iran and Syria. In Toronto (above), hundreds marched in response
to a call for protests issued by the Canadian Peace Alliance. (Photo: Ed Bil)

INSIDE 7
What's the beef?

5 Colombia talks
As recalls of E.coli-contaminated Talks towards a peace agreemejt
beef spread from Newfoundland to The Assange case between the Colombian
Hong Kong, serious questions are Despite soothing assurances from government and theARC-EP
being raised about Canada's food U.S. and Britain, all evidence points insuigents are set to begiile

OF SYRIA AND
IRAN

safety system and the dangers of to an attempt by these countries to print an interview with rebel
giant agribusiness operations. imprison theWikileaks founder leaderTimoleon Jimenez.
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“W e will never give up this just fight”

Final Declaration of the
People’s Tribunal and
Assembly, “Breaking the
Silence: Justice for the
Five”. Held Sept. 21-23 in
Toronto, the Assembly was
attended by a wide range of
prominent supporters of the
Cuban Five .

Over the past two and a half
days, we have reviewed in detai
the legal miscarriages and politica
intrigue which led to the detention
and wrongful conviction of the
Cuban Five - Antonio Guerrero,
Fernando Gonzalez, Gerarddreresita de Jesus Vicente, Cuban Ambassador to Canada,
Hernandez, Ramon Labanino, andbrings greetings to the Assembly on Sept 21. (PV photo: Ed Bil)
René Gonzalez - patriots whose

only “crime” was to investigate against Cuba by hostile groupsand abetted by the U.S

U.S. national security; they actedWe are convinced that our
only to protect their native country collective effort to break the
and the lives of their people. silence and bring to light the full,
Once again, we affirmthat theseuntold story of the Cuban Five
five Cubans are not only theremains a decisive factor in
innocent victims of a grotesqueultimately overturning their
miscarriage of justice, and not onlyconviction, winning their release
prisoners of conscience. They arand allowing them to return to
all that. But they are also, andtheir families in Cuba.
foremost, “prisoners of war”, an Despite all of the obstacles
undeclared and unrelenting warprolonging this injustice, we are
which has been conducted by U.Snot discouraged. We remain
imperialism against Socialist Cubasteadfast in our knowledge of the
and its people ever since the victoryightness of this cause, convinced
of the Revolution in 1959. that truth and justice will ultimately
We express our deeptriumph. We draw strength from
appreciation for the tremendoushe victories - large and small -
legal work which has been andwhich have been won along the
continues to be undertaken orway. We are renewed by every
.behalf of the Five Cuban heroessolidarity initiative which helps

and expose the criminal, terroristhbased in Southern Florida -government. The Cuban Five neveAnd we salute the tireless effortsspread awareness and build
plots being hatched and executeéxtremist right-wing groups aidedspied upon or otherwise threatenedf friendship and solidarity groups, support for this struggle. And most

The verdict is In!

action to prosecute the actualleny the motion for change o
terrorists in Southern Florida.
We find that men that arein light of jury intimidation and a

The ruling of the Peoples’
Tribunal & Assembly.

This People’s Tribunal was peacefully trying to prevent pervasive environmentof hostility

convened in Toronto fourteenterrorism should not be in prison.against the Five.
years afterthe arrestand detention This Peoples’ Tribunal Therefore this Peoples
of Gerardo Hernandez, Ramorcondemns the cruel
Labanino, Antonio Guerrero, unwarrantedtreatmentofthe Cubairive were unjustly detaine
Fernando Gonzalez Llortand Rend-ive during their incarceration.
Gonzalez in the United States. We find the Trialwas a political sentenced, all
After considering all the trial against the Five.
evidence before this Peoples’ We find there was no crediblelaw including the
Tribunal, we find: evidence to support a convictionConstitution. This Peoples’

There is overwhelming and of conspiracy to commitespionageTribunal proposes the convictions
be quashed, and that Gerard
We find there was no credibleHernandez, Ramon Labanino,
Southern Florida, groups whichevidence to support a convictionAntonio Guerrero, Fernando
have planned and executed terrorisif conspiracy to commit murderGonzalez Llort and Rene
Gonzalez be set free immediately
for decades in contravention of U. We find the U. S. Governmentwithout any restrictions on their

compelling evidence as to theagainst the Five.
activity of terrorist groups in
actions against the people of Cubagainst Gerardo Hernandez.

S. and international law. interfered in the trial by spendingliberty.
Every country has the right toconsiderable sums of money to

venue was patently unreasonabl

andTribunal concludesthattheCubg Immediate release, and fordone to bring these fresh ideas
unjustly prosecuted, and unjustly.0
contrary to

int tional and U.S. d i > i X
niernational an On&?gllcthe U.S. government to win theirTribunal & Assembly with

trade union and labour ofall,weareinspiredbythe Cuban
organizations, the youth andFivethemselves, bythe remarkable
student movement, First Nationscourage and grace they have
organizations, progressive NGOsmnaintained through all they have
and other people’s organizationeendured over the past fourteen
fand concerned individuals inyears.

uebec and across the rest of At this Tribunal & Assembly,
anada, as well as within thewe have exchanged ideas and
United States itself and indeedproposals on how we can move
around the world, for speaking outthis struggle forward. It has been

» infavour of winning justice forthe a dynamic and creative process,

rpuban Five and indemanding theiand while much remains to be
'organizing campaigns and otheland initiatives to life, we are
initiatives to spread awareness oEommitted to ensuring their
their plight and build pressure onrealization. We leave this
freedom. renewed energy and commitment,

At the same time, we expressas well as a renewed sense of

ur anger at the intransigence ofirgency, to broaden and deepen

e U.S. authorities in refusing tothe  solidarity movement
reverse this grievous wrong, andsupporting the Cuban Five. We
at the mainstream corporatewill notbe deterred. We will never
controlled press & media for give upthisjustfight. Letus move
maintaining a “wall of silence” forward with vigour and unity.
around the case ofthe Cuban Five. Free the Cuban Five!

In the alternative, and in the

defenditself and in that context, thepay reporters to write over oneinterest of justice and healing, this

Cuban Five acted in the leasthousand printed articles and othePeoples’ Tribunal proposes that COUIt strikes down BC
adversarial and nonviolent mannetelevision and radio coveragethe President of the United States

gag law

to prevent acts of terrorism withoutamounting to propaganda whichshould exercise his prerogative of The BC Court of Appeal has again unanimously rejected the BC
engaging in actions against théhad the unequivocal effect ofaPresidential ClemencyandallowLiberal government's latest attempt at gagging third parties from

national security of the United influencing the outcome of thethe Five to return home.
States. trial. For more information, visit:
The U.S. failed to take any We find the court’s decision to freethe5peoplestribunal.ore

Building the working class press
at "Word on the Street"

I
LERSORGHIP

L]

i

People's Voice supporters and press-builders were out as usual for this year's Word On The Street
literacy festival, on Sept. 23 in Toronto. At the PV booth, about 20 volunteers distributed over a
thousand sample copies of the paper as well as other progressive literature. (Photo by Ed Bil)

advertising about political issues. This time, the government has
announced it will finally give up.

Priortothe 2009 B.C. election, the Campbell Liberals tried to impose
restrictions on advertising for 60 days before the campaign period. The
government’s stated intention was to prevent trade unions or other
movements from mounting effective publicity campaigns to raise their
issues with the public.

But that heavy-handed legislation went much further, threatening
heavy fines against nearly any organization or individual which spent
any money to speak out on issues. According to legal advice at the time,
for example, a newspaper suchRepple’s Voicevould have been
barred from printing articles or advertisements which covered topics
likely to arise during an election, starting sixty days prior to the writ
being dropped.

After the courts struck down that law as an infringement of free
speech rights, the Liberals pushed another set of amendments through
the Legislature, proposing restrictions for up to 40 days before the
campaign period. The court ruled that these amendments violate the
Charter of Rights as well.

Writing on behalf of the court, Mr. Justice Lowry quoted from
Supreme Court of Canada decisions saying “It is difficult to imagine a
guaranteed right more important to a democratic society than freedom
of expression. Indeed a democracy cannot exist without that freedom to
express new ideas and to put forward opinions about the functioning of
public institutions.”

He added that advertising by individuals and groups “enriches the
political discourse” by raising issues unlikely to get the attention of
parties and candidates. The court said that interfering with political
expression is allowed “only where there are the clearest and most
compelling reasons for doing so,” and found that the government had
failed to show any such reason.

Indirectly, the ruling may bolster efforts by small political parties to
cut down the web of political and bureaucratic barriers which hamper
their efforts to reach voters. Inrecent elections, there have been growing
attempts to block small parties from taking part in all-candidate forums,
and even to bar candidates from speaking to voters or handing out
campaign materials on post-secondary campuses. Such measures are
clearly at odds with the emphasis on free political expression outlined
by Justice Lowry in the B.C. case.
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Farmers, consumers, workers p ay for federal policies

food safety regulations, andhigh-volume, high-speed they are members of the Unitedcan’t keep up with the workflow
Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, processing plants. TheseFood and Commercial Workersdemanded by the company.
New revelations keep emergingwho is ultimately responsible for developments, says the NFU, ar&Jnion. The crisis affecting the Employees have described
about the XL Foods tainted beeffood regulation, have dueto policiesthathelp the biggesindustry could soon have a majowitnessing unhygienic behaviour,
scandal, asrecalls of contaminatedistinguished themselves withcompanies increase profits anchegative impact on the workersincluding failure to wash hands
products expanded nearly everyoot-dragging, the uttering of half- market share in pursuit of globaland their families. properly, and wearing
day during late September andruths, cowering in fear, andcompetitiveness, by allowingthem Some XL employees have toldcontaminated clothing into clean
early October. inappropriate beef boosterism.” toreduce costs for meatinspectiorthe media that food safety wasareas. Managementallegedlyturns
For example, there was adelay After routine testing revealed “Cattle farmers are alreadyregularly jeopardized inside thea blind eye, refusing to stop the
in getting data from the AlbertaE.coli 0157 in meat produced affeeling the effect of the closure, aplant. The UFCW’sTomHesse production line when such
slaughterhouse at the centre of th¥L Foods, the U.S. Department ofprices for fat steers and cull cowssays the union has heard aboytroblems are found.
largest beef recall in CanadianAgriculture halted shipments, buthave already dropped by 20% andnanagement’s a general lack of “(The workers) are saying that
history. the CFIA first determined “there 30% respectively,” says Glennconcernforfood safetyissues, suclXL is more concerned with the
That was the word from was no risk to consumers.” TheTait, NFU Board member from as clogged cleaning equipment. numbers they can produce rather
Canadian Food Inspection AgencyCFIA did not issue an alert toMeota, Saskatchewan. “This Workers also say that if theythan the safety of the workers or
president George Da Pontconsumersuntil Sept. 16, days aftesudden and unpredictable loss ofake the time necessary to sterilizéhe safety of the product,”
speaking on Oct. 3 to reporters irthe first illnesses were reported. income may well wipe out our their knives between cuts, theyaccording to Hesse.

Calgary togetherwith Agriculture  After Gerry Ritz's Oct. 3 news 2012 profits. As farmers, we have
Minister Gerry Ritz. Shortly after conference was cut short, hedone nothing wrong, but we are
m_‘
Foods inc
Lakeside Packers

By Kimball Cariou

Da Pont's admission, a federalattended a Rotary Club luncheonpaying the price for XL’s inability

government staffer cut the newswhere he said of his beefentrée: “to run a clean plant and the

conference short. don’t know where it came from. | Canadian Food Inspection
Da Pont said the CFIA askeddon't care. | know it's safe.” Agency’s inability to enforce food

forinformation from XL Foodson XL Foods said nothing until safety standards.”

Sept. 6, but there was a delay irDct. 4, when it posted a statement The XL Food plant processes

getting a response. Tests in then an answering machine, sayingabout 30,000 animals per week, i f
U.S. raised further alarms, but théWe take full responsibility for with Cargill, the largest packer, ' :'.l:
plant continued to operate untilour plant operations and the foocprocessing slightly more. About Carpes f]npmﬁlruh?%

the Inspection Agency closed it onit produces.” 80% of Canada’s beefis processe
Sept. 27. Butasthe E.coli0157 outbreakin Alberta, mostly at these twoi--—--"‘""""-"_-
After visiting the XL plant in spreads, itbecomes more and moreperations. With Alberta’s
Brooks, Alberta, Ritz said the apparent that soothing words areapacity virtually cut in half, a
facility would not reopen until just not good enough. backlog is developing at cattle
inspectors certify that Canadians Federal agriculture and tradeauctions, driving prices down. The
are not at risk. The reopening wapolicy created the conditions thatNFU warns that many cow-calf
initially expected almost led to the massive recall of beeforoducers, the foundation of
immediately, butthen kept gettingfrom stores, homes and restaurantS8anada’s beef sector, may soo
delayed. across Canada due to E.coli 0158uffer serious losses,
AstheGlobe and Mail'sAndre  contamination. compromising their capacity to
Picard pointed out in an Oct. 8 That's the view of the National continue raising cattle.
commentary, “XL Foods... the Farmers Union (NFU), which  Neil Peacock, National Farmerg
Canadian Food Inspectionopposesthe massive concentratiobnion Board member and cattlg
Agency, which oversees thein the meat packing industry andproducer from Sexsmith, Alberta,
monitoring and enforcement ofincreased self-regulation of a fewremembers the 23 deaths and 5
illnesses from the 2008 listeriosig
crisis at Maple Leaf Foods, and
asks “Isn’tthis XL Foods situation
just more evidence that Canada’
food safety, security and
sovereignty is in danger?”

e
oy |
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NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* The municipal government of Welland voted to mobilize residgnts
against the provincially-appointed health systepervisor’s plan to
close the city’s hospitakentirely. The closure is planned for wher
second regional hospital is built in Niagara Falls, which was prop

7as atactic to quiet community protests. The supervisor was appq
totake overthe health system after many died in superbug outbrea
thousands protested the closure of emergency rooms in favour g
(public-private-partnership) hospital being built a half-hour drive a

5 in St. Catharines. He has already said he willmove obstetrics, pedi
and gynecology to St. Catharines even before the closure.

* About 1,000 people protested at Marinelandcand over 100
While farmers waitforthe CFIA | occupied the park on the last day of the season, shutting do
and XL Foods to re-establish clean dolphin show, after workers exposed abuse and ill-treatment.

and safe processing, they must fegdOntario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals gave g

their cattle longer and incur extrgl vague inspection results about “areas of concern” and “deficieng

costs, or else sell sooner at reducadskipping some animals by deeming them under the care o

prices. The food safety risk wag company veterinarian.

taken by XL Foods, says the NFU| * The District School Board of Niagarais reviewing three moreg

but the costs of that risk are being schools so it can close one or more, after already deciding to

borne by consumers who havg one school which was pit against another despite hundrec
gotten ill from the tainted meatand students, alumni, and teachers protesting through downtow
farmers who cannot sell their cattlg Catharines.

for the price they had expected. | * The Liberal Ontario government says it widlit Niagara’s

The 2,200 workers at XL Foods| homelessness programiy “only” 52% instead of the originally
are also paying the price for| announced 88%. The region’s community services commissi
corporate and government told reporters this revised cut is “really bad” compared to
policies. Largelyimmigrants from | original proposal being “really, drastically, horribly bad”.

Sudan and other African countriesl

CLAC off: ITUC dumps rat union

Respondingto acomplaintfromprocess broughtthe CLAC -whichemployers that are against
the Canadian Labour Congresshad been an affiliate of the WCL -unionising by CLC. In its leaflets
the International Trade Unioninto the ITUC. CLAC expressed negative
Confederation’s executive voted Announcing its decision to opinions about the CLC to
unanimously ayear agoto suspenduspend CLAC in October 2011,challenge workers to choose
the Christian Labour Associationthe ITUC explained, “CLAC uses CLAC as an alternative. In many
of Canada (CLAC) as a memberinstruments enabled by weakcases CLAC made agreements
A move to expel CLAC would legislation and on invitations of with employers shortly after CLC
have been considered at the nexdmployers that in practice contesstarted organising unions in these
ITUC congress in 2014. Insteadefforts of CLC unions to organisecompanies. Also by accepting
CLAC has decided to quit beforeworkers in their companies, whichlower labour conditions in case of
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Vancouver's Annual

PEACE AND
REVOLUTION

BANQUET

An evening of great music, delicious food,
good friends and much more, presented by

it gets kicked out. or

the Centre for Socialist Education

results in undermining minimum economic circumstances

Formed in 2006 through alabourstandardsand underminingompetition from outside, CLAC
merger of the International CLC efforts to organise workersaccepts a ‘race to the bottom

Saturday, November 10
doors open 6 pm

Peretz Centre, 6184 Ash St.

Confederation of Free Tradein many companies especially in  CLAC voted last month to join
Unions (ICFTU) and the World the construction sector. CLACthe World Organization of
Confederation of Labour (WCL), feels obliged to use certainWorkers (WOW), which it calls
the ITUC represents 175 millioninstruments and methods (mainly)an agent of reconciliation in the
workers through 311 affiliates in because it opposes the existingvorkplace”,i.e. class collaboration
155 countries and territories. Tosystem of closed shops in thebetween bosses and workers.
the dismay of unions which Canadian construction sectorWOW isa“Christian”trade union
consider the CLAC an employer-CLAC also has taken the initiativefederation founded in 1921 in
dominated “ratunion”, the mergerto present itself as "alternative’ toLuxembourge

Tickets $20 from the CSE, 706 Clark Drive
Call 604-254-9836 to reserve or for information
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EDIT ORIALS Sk i e
| SEE Y WAGES SLASHED ; =
Congratulations to V enezuela S S ate N >

L CALMOS0E11

AND MY BENEATS
The October 7 election in Venezuela was a major victory| for REDUCED.
President Hugo Chavez, for working people and the poor in|that
country, and for the global movements for democracy, natipnal
liberation, social justice, peace, and revolutionary change. Thel
“Great Patriotic Pole” (GPP) coalition which includes Chavdz’'s
PSUV, the Communist Party of Venezuela and other left forcesjwon
54.4% of the popular vote, to 45% for the right-wing Democrptic
Unity candidate Henrique Apriles Radonski.

This success was achieved under difficult circumstances fdr the ; i . 7
Bolivarian Revolution, which faces complex challenges at a tinje of EgfaEa Rz ce 11 s g )
global capitalist crisis. The GPP was confronted not only by urjit UG A : = %
domestic capital, but also by Yanqui imperialism and the wdrld- fr s =as A o L? o N
wide corporate media. Absurdly posing as defenders of spcial: S G S o e e,
justice, this counter-revolutionary alliance also engaged in vigjous i ralige Feea et = P &b

tactics, predicting that the outcome would be “razor thin” in hgpes §#: : %
of provoking post-election violence. ot et ;

Inthe end, there was arecord turnoutand eight million Venezuglang . \5‘ $ \% ‘&.:
cast their ballots for President Chavez, giving him a strong marndat = ’ -]
for another six-year term. But already, capitalist media pundifs in*
Canada are calling on Chavez to yield to the demands of his Economic Pessimisi Feonomic Gpﬂmiﬁ
opponents. When was the last time these hypocrites orderdd the
dictatorial Stephen Harper to pay attention to the 61% of Canaglians

who voted against his destructive far-right policies? _
Despite such background noise, the outcome will strengthen %‘iq—r [
progress towards socialism in Venezuela. The Bolivarian Revolftion & 3= Leﬂers to ﬂ‘e Edltor

remains a bulwark of Latin America’s rejection of domination|by
Washington, towards policies which put the interests of the pdople
ahead of the greed of big capital. We congratulate the peogle of

Venezuela for standing firm against the threats of imperialisn! - A Albert an’s to currentissues like the Keystone With the defeat of the Wildrose
. . Pipeline. To claim that provincial and the draining of the PCs of its
Austenty under f|re Thought S rights are purely to break theKlein-era backers, Alberta has a

country and harm Canadian unitychance to begin to stem the tide of
Across the planet, the tide of popular anger against “austdrity” The op-ed piece on Peteris a very divisive statement, andneo-liberalism that so ravaged us
policies keeps rising. Some of the most publicised examples gre kpugheed fromthelastiss(Reter one that may turn off a I_ot of inthe 1990s.Y_es,th|$ is the lesser
Europe, where huge general strikes and demonstrations have prég)@lgheed_'s True Legacy, Oct. 1\Western ears. 'I_'he perception oupftwo great e_V|Is,_but itis progress
to many countries. The European working class and its allie aﬂé) did raise gooc_l points, but itinthe West, particularly in Albe_r_ta, in the right dlr_ectlon. This is also
turning their fire not just on government cutbacks and attackls offtissed alarger point. Itis true thahas long been that the politicalnot to undermine the fact that our
social benefits, but on the so-called “treaties” which eliminatefanj-ougheed was backed by ancklites in Ottawa see us as littleprovince’s, and our nation’s,
democratic, popular sovereignty. As critics of capitalist globalizafiorf€presented the corporate elites imore than a colony from which toresources have been stolen from
have warned since the WTO “Battle in Seattle”, these treaties farelis province, as was the case foenact mercantilist resourceaboriginal peoples. Itis also notto
strategy by transnational corporations to enforce their “race t t|~féverysingle Premier any Canadiampolicies, to steal away our ownsay that the issue of provincial
bottom”, the push to reduce wages and working conditions t¢ therovince has ever had, unless yoproduct and earnings fo_rnght_s has not been used to be
lowest possible level everywhere. Today this policy is called austgritgxclude some pf the farther leftthemselves. And our fear is vz_il|dd|V|$|ve,_ and that Western protest
supposedly needed to “share the pain” of the capitalist econpmfdrogressive/United Farmers, CCRo a degree when you consideparties like Reform were not used
crisis. There is no “sharing” by the bosses, just by Working pe p|e0r NDP governments. Lougheedmw our raw resources are nowas astepping stone bythe corporate
Resistance is not limited to Europe. Look at Indonesia, one df th@id the back oil and gas industriesplanned to be extracted out of theight in Canada to take power
world’s most populous countries, where nearly three million facforyfo the profiting of energy elites atprovince and into another nation(often by non-Western Con-

workers hit the streets in early October to demand higher wagds aHte expense of the people and theo less, for processing, sacrificingservatives; Harper was not raised

an end to the one-year contract system (with no benefits) imgos&divironment, again, no question.jobs for us here in Alberta. Thus,in Alberta).
by employers. Or Latin America, where working peoplein Venezpela However, he had a morethe distinction between However, itis equally divisive

have resoundingly re-elected Hugo Chavez, on a platform to epafétlightened attitude compared tdVashington and Ottawa, or anyto try and claim that Albertans
the Bolivarian Revolution. The working class is clearly at the ceptr8is successors, most notably Ralpforeign capital, is very minimal in should have no control over their
of an emerging world-wide movement for fundamental sofiaKlein, in the case of provincial the mind of the average Albertanown resource future, particularly
transformation. revenues from the resources. Thisiswhythe notionoftaking in an age where U.S. imperialism,
Many Canadian working people share this hunger for a bpttaf/here King Ralph believed thatcontrol of our own resources hasacked by the current Canadian
future for our families and communities. The main bodies oflthdigh royalties would scare awaybeen so popular in Alberta, and ifederal government, is sucking us
labour movement, especially the Canadian Labour Congress|neite 0il companies, King Peterhas to be said that no federatiry and leaving us polluted and
to recognize this reality and step forward to provide stro gepndersto_odthr_attherewas no poingovernment, Liberal  or broke. A fair deal can be made for
leadership. We urge the CLC and the Quebec union federatigns fpextraction withoutreal taxation. Conservative, has ever _supporteéveryone here, fro_m coastto coast
seize the moment, by convening a People’s Summit of the Igbotite spent at least some this moneg plar_1 of building production plantsto ‘coast, respecting everyone’s
movement and its social allies, to hammer out a united popul@n  social projects and herein Alberta or even really hereunique standing and contribution.
struggle to demand people’s needs, not corporate greed. infrastructure (and it would be in Canada. Atleastwhenthe powef hat is what sovereignty, equality
wrong also not to recognize hisis in local provincial hands, we and self-determination is really
socially progressive policies, suchfeel safer that we might get a faireisupposed to be all about.

as the end of provincially fundeddeal for the transfer. NDP .
PEOPLE'S VO’CE eugenics). Dopnot get mye wrongJeadership candidate Brain Topp Graham L. Wllsqn, Albertan
|SSN number 1198-8657  Published by New Labour Press Ltd. he was no socialist, but he was made this point well when he family rancher
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 “Progressive” Conservative,compared statements by both
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., unlike the neo-conservative Lougheed and NDP Premier Of, - . - N
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 Wildrose Party. Saskatchewan Allan Blakeney o Re new 1
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net The points raised abouttheimportance of maintaining our
provincial rights issues also seenhold over resources and processin!; tod a | I
Volunteers and contributors for this issue to miss another point with regardsthem here. I y: I
DaDve A{llaRnd'kE'd BLi_I, \|/?VaII3I/ Brc()é)ker, Migsu_el l;iggelror?, I Check your label 1
arrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, Gurpreet Singh, Sale
Wariruddin,and our mailersyin Var?couver &gToronto. 'I‘l\e l% al'ld the 99% : Please check the :
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerGabriel Au ” address label onthe |
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, Every so often, it's useful to remember the extent of th front page to see if I
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman ~ 9@P between rich and poor. The most recent Statisti it's time to renew. I
Canadafigures show that corporate profits during the secodd Subscribers who find
quarter of 2012 were reported at a total of $71.9 billion. Ov "2012/10/02" on their |
LETTERS a full year, that would top $285 billion, well over the pre-I  [abel, for example, |
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the 2008 crisis levels of about $250 billion. Meanwhile, 1,394,00d will have their |
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print Canadians were officially counted as unemployed il  subscriptions expire |
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal September. That number would be much higher ifitincludeg with this issue, |
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pvoice@telus.net completely. On the Oct. 15 anniversary of the Occup Don't miss a I
People's Voice articles may be reprinted without movement, these figures are a stark reminder that the 1% a}Id single copy - I
permission provided the source is credited. the 99% are very much still a reality. renew today! 7
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The scheming centred on Julian

Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan,the allegations of sexual assault irtlaimed that Swedish lawwould not‘extraordinary rendition” of two

Yemen and Somalia. There have&Sweden. With regard to thosepermitit. Inthe end,the only obstacleasylum seekers to Egypt where
been 297 strikes Killing at leastmatters, Carr insists Assange hawas said to be that of the “prestige’they were imprisoned, beaten and
1,800 people, many of them non-ad extensive consular assistancef the Swedish judicial process.tortured. Itis not hard toimagine a
combatants. Of course, itwouldn’tthough he hasn’t specified to whatConcerning the possibility of scenario in which Assange could

Editorial from The
Guardian, newspaper of the
Communist Party of
Australia

Assange

It is now official - Julian dotoattack Assange withamissileend that “assistance” has beemxtradition from Sweden it wasbe extradited in exchange for

Assange is considered an “enemy”

directed. Carr has joined a choruglaimed that the Swedish courtsassurances he would not face the

of the United States. Documents of right-wing commentary would determine any such requestleath penalty.
obtained by The Sydney Morning Guest Editorial asserting that extradition toincompleteisolationfromthesordid The governmentof Ecuador has
Herald from US Air Force counter- Sweden would actually make anyworld of politics. Itturns outthatthe come under attack for granting

intelligence make it clear that
contact with the Australian

journalist or his organisation, from a drone in the centre ofthe assurances ofthis mostpro-Ugood.

WikiLeaks, will bring charges of London but make no mistake,of foreign ministers.

subsequent extradition to the USjovernment has the last word inasylum to Assange. There are
more difficult. Itis hard to believe these questions and its record is natllegations of “hypocrisy” directed

at WikiLeaks because of the Latin
Much is made of the claim thatAmerican nation’s supposedly

“communicating with the enemy” hatred forthe world’s mostfamous The reasons given as to whySweden cannot extradite a persowoeful record on freedom of
down on the heads of US militarywhistle-blower is deep-seated inAssange can not be questioned ito a country where they may facespeech. Ecuador has broken away
personnel. The maximum sentencéhe upper reaches of governmentondon over allegations of sexualthe death penalty. That didn’tfrom US dominance since the

inthe event of conviction is death.in the US and elsewhere.
The information blows apart In fact, the expressions of

assaultkeep shifting. ltwas originallyprevent its involvement in the election of President Rafael Correa

late in 2006. The shift has earned

the story pedalled by Australianhostility to somebody whose only j;
Foreign Minister Bob Carr that “crime”wastotellthe international e
the US has no interest incommunitypreciselywhathappeni’f
extraditing Assange to facebehind embassy doors had to b|
charges of espionage ortoned down for the sake of
conspiracy. It confirms that decorum. Official us
authorities in Australia, Britain spokespersons used to openly refé
and the US have been engaged ito him as a “high-tech terrorist”
delicate manoeuvring to andan“enemycombatant”. Prime
neutralise a grave threat to theiMinister Gillard, a lawyer in a
war plans - public awareness oforevious stage of her career, onc
the horrors of those wars and theleclared WikiLeaks guilty without
dishonesty of diplomacy andtrial of “an illegal act” and the
manipulation of public opinion airing of the US’ dirty laundry as
required to pursue them. “grossly irresponsible”.

The US does not muck about Bob Carr is in the forefront of

FREE ASSA|
FREE MANNING!
END THE WARS

the enmity of the US and dubious
NGOs like Reporters Without

Borders whose major donors are
to be found in the Miami-based

Cuban ex-pat community with all

their CIA connections.

Ecuador has confirmed its status
as a leader of the movement of
countries reasserting their
independence after decades of
dominance by the US. Australia’s
record, on the other hand, shows
just how disgraceful its
government is in its subservience
to US military, economic and

Ll A

with its “enemies”.

drones in countries

Such thelatesttread softly PR campaignJuly 2011: Supporters of Julian Assange, and Bradley Manning,
individuals have been targeted byinsisting the only issue to be clearecccused by the U.S. of passing secret information to Wikileaks,
like upin relation to Assange is that ofprotest outside the High Court in London.

political interests. We need have
no illusions about its loyalty to its

citizens or the cause of truth in
international relations

Furlong abuse allegations rock British Columbia

By Kimball Cariou

the Straight accusing her of not blocks from key Olympic sites, | highest level of competition.
doing her job properly, and of published many articles critical of

extremely difficult, even
| also profoundly admire her impossible, for many Aboriginal

British Columbians appear conducting a vendetta against himthe huge social and economic costwillingness to write about the menpeople to come forward with their
sharply divided over allegationsEven more startling, Furlong ofthe Winter Games. | wrote somewho dictated that women couldtragic stories. Those who airily

that the top organizer of theallegedthatsomebody told him theof those stories myself, and | tooknot ski jump at the Vancouverdismissthe Furlong affidavits have
Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics accusations would goaway inreturrpart in activities to oppose theOlympics. Furlong and his noideahow much courage ittakes
lied about his past and abusedor cash. In the context of hisGames, starting with Vancouver'ssupporters seem stunned that & finally speak to a reporter about
Aboriginal children. The dispute statements, this appeared taivic referendum on the 2010 bid.woman would dare to questionthe past; in fact, such reactions

raises critical questions about thémplicate Robinson has begun along with others, | helped turn such decisions by the rich andshow that Aboriginal people are
role of journalists and the masscounter-suit, claimng defamationthe Olympic Torch away from its powerful. Infact, Furlong chargesstill often stereotyped as liars or

media in Canada today. Just aby Furlong.

planned route along CommercialRobinson with “open contempt for habitually lazy. The same racist

important, the case indicates that What can people make of thes®rive, and | marched with the Olympic Games and maleand sexist stereotypes apply in
racism and sexism, and theallegations and counter-charges?housands of protesters during thauthority figures in sport”, but | reverse, implying that a wealthy

extraordinary privilege grantedto  Some answers may comeopening ceremonies.

and many others cheer suchwhite male would never lie about

wealthy white males, remainthrough the courts. Furlong is so That said, | also enjoyed thecontempt for patriarchy in sportimportant matters.

powerful factors in our society.

far not replying to questions from Winter Games. | was elated wherand the rest of society.

Robinson, along witkseorgia

Whenthe September 27 editiorreporters, even as more allegationthe Canadian women’s team won The vitriol directed against Straighteditor Charlie Smith, have
of Vancouver’'s free weekly emerge. But if the legal casesour first ice hockey gold medal Robinson extends in otherbrought a difficult story to the
Georgia Straighthit the streets, proceed, it seems that eithesince 1952, and when Sidneyirections. Many of Furlong’s attention of the public. These are
the uproar was immediate. Well-Furlong or Robinson will be Crosbyscoredinovertime againsbackers appear outraged thahighly competent journalists, and

known journalist Laura Robinsonexposed as a liar.
wrote that Olympics CED John
Furlong’s 2011 memoir left out cards on the table. As the editor opassion
his early years in Canada.People’s Voice,working just
Furlong’s book “Patriot Hearts”
places his arrival from Ireland in
1974. Thatversion omits Furlong’
stint as an 18-year-old teacher &'
the Immaculata Catholic schoolin:
northern British Columbia, where [§#
several ex-students allege that h
was verbally and physically
abusive. A separate complaint o
sexual assault was filed in July
and is under currently investigatio
by the RCMP.

Robinson appears to have don
her homework, gathering eight
signed affidavits, and making
repeated attempts to contac
Furlong by email through his
publisher for his side of the story.,

Furlong denies everything,
except to admit that he had indee
first come to Canada in 1969. ThisContrary to the official mythology, the decision to host the
period of his life was uneventful, hewinter Olympics in Vancouver at a cost of $6 billion was highly
says, even though he married higontroversial. This PV file photo shows one rally drawing
wife at the time. He also launchedattention to the need for low-income housing, not expensive
legal actions against Robinson andlympic Village condos.

for sports,

the U.S. a couple of days later. former students have anythingtheStraighthas excellentlawyers.
This is the point to put my own share with Laura Robinson acriticalto say aboutthe man. AfterFurlong, onthe other hand, appears
from all, “everybody knows that thingsto have hidden a controversial
neighbourhood soccerfieldstothevere different back then”; period of his life in Canada.

supposedly violence by teachers Three years ago, the Supreme
against students was widesprea@ourt of Canada established the
and acceptable forty years agodefence of “responsible
Others say worse things happenedommunication on matters of
to Aboriginal children at many public interest”. If Furlong’s
residential schools, so why picklawsuit proceeds, tt&traightand
on Furlong years later? SomeRobinson will have to prove that
simply dismiss the affidavits asthe story was a matter of public
lies, particularly those who haveinterest, that they made every
worked as colleagues with Furlongeffort to verify the published

In one form or another, suchclaims, andthatthey gave Furlong
responses point to deep-rootedull opportunity to answer the
racist attitudes, no doubtclaims. My moneyisonRobinson
unrecognized by some of Furlong’sand Smith, although one should
defenders. Anyonewho hasspokenever underestimate the
to survivors of the residential determination of the ruling class
schools realizes that it wasto protect its owne

The Georgia Straight article by Laura
Robinson, “John Furlong biography omits
secret past in Burns Lake” and other
commentaries on this matter can be read
online at www.straight.com.
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Needed: a people’s alternative to tar sands exports

Statement by the BC Sgbmissions to the panel But th_e transnational energydomestic manufacturing bgse_. inherent_ righfcs_ of Firs_t Nations
Provincial Executive hearings have shown. that themonopolies and the federal and The ENG project, the.twmmng overthelrtradltlonaltgrrltorlesanq
Committee. Communist Northern Gatewa}y project dpesA_Iberta governments have nc_>tof the Klnder—Morga_m pipeline to resources; and pubhc ownership
Party of Ca’nada Oct. 4. 2012 "ot meet the criteria of be|.ngg|ven up. These forces remagerurnqby,. and massive natural gasf the_ energy mdus_try, as the
' ' “required” and “in the public determined to proceed despitdracking in northern BC, all feed material basis to rebuild Canada’s
On October 22, thousands ofinterest.” Rather, it is intended tonegative public opinion and into the global imperialist patternindustrial and manufacturing
people will gather at the generate huge new profits for thescientific warnings. Last spring, of fossil fuel dependence andsector and to create jobs.
Legislature in Victoria for a oil and gas monopolies. the Harper Tories used theirdomination. This relentless Ultimately, blocking the
powerful protest against the Aboriginal peoples along the parliamentary majority to remove capitalist expansion not only Northern Gateway pipeline and
corporate drive for more tar sandsipeline corridors, many of whomkey legal barriers to the rubber-threatens British Columbia’s other forms of tar sands expansion
exports and tankers on the weshave never ceded inherenstamping of controversial energycoastline, it has grave healthwill require united, massive, and
coast. The Communist Partyindigenous title to their traditional projects. The Tories demonizeconsequences for the people ofilitant mobilizations, like the
extends full solidarity to this lands and waters, call the ENGcritics as “foreign radicals” and Alberta, and contributes to theOct. 22 action in Victoria. We
courageous action, which will project a direct attack on their“billionaire socialists”, but this deadly spiral of global warming urge the labour and democratic
include members and supportersational rights. Instead of meetingsmear tactic has only strengthenednd climate change. movements to build united
of our party. legal and constitutional obligationspopular determinationto blockthis  The Communist Party opposessolidarity with the Aboriginal
Earlierthisyear,the Communistto engage in meaningful dangerous project. the policy of exporting peoples and environmentalists,
Party submitted our views to theconsultations with First Nations, the  Bitter struggles overenergy andunprocessed raw materialsbothto kill this dangerous project,
Joint Review Panel hearings intopipeline proponents andits politicalresource policy go back decadesnstead, we call for a People’sand to create a genuine people’s
the Enbridge Northern Gatewaybackers set up phony pro-pipelingn Canada. Naturalresources sucknergy Plan, based on aalternative plan for economic
(ENG) pipeline. At the time, we groups and pay so-called aboriginahs fossil fuels, lumber, water andsustainable, conservation-basedevelopment, based on people’s
called the hearings “a historicclasHeaders to issue supportiveminerals could provide theeconomy; full respect for the needs, not corporate greead!
between two different visions for statements. These corrupt tacticenaterial base for a publicly-owned
the future of Canada.” have only strengthened oppositiorfvalue-added” economic structure £
Subsequent events haveby First Nations across B.C. focused on creating good jobs an
validated this prediction. Thebroad The potential for catastrophic meeting people’s needs, withoup®
coalition againstthe ENG proposaknvironmental damage was seedestroying the natural (S
brings together growing numbersagain by revelations aboutenvironment. Instead, starting witl :
of Aboriginal peoples, Enbridge’s failure to prevent andthe colonial seizure of Aboriginal |
environmentalists, working people,respond to its catastrophic oil spilllands, and the “Abbott Plan”
and even business people whin Michigan. The Northern adopted by the post-war Libera
understand the graveGateway pipeline would be government, vastresources withif
environmental, economic andconstructedacross 1177 kilometreshe borders of the Canadian stat
social dangers posed by this projectrossing some 1,000rivers, streamsave been grabbed by transnation
Public opposition has evenand bodies of water, bringing(especially U.S.) capital. Canadg
compelled Premier Christy Clarkbitumen to load onto supertankerdias become mainly a supplier o
to pose as a critic of the ENGin the narrow Douglas Channel,raw materials forthe U.S. military-
proposal. But this phony publicone of the most environmentallyindustrial war machine. “Free
relations battle is not between thdragile areas of the west coasttrade” sellouts ensure that the Firs
working people of B.C. and Alberta. Despite its expensive greenwaslNations and the peoples of Quebe
In fact, both British Columbians propaganda, Enbridge’s record ofind the rest of Canada are sti ‘ R i Al
and growing numbers of Albertansmore than 800 leaks over the pagienied any genuine sovereigntmpr“ 2012 rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery (Photo: K. Cariou)
fear the threats posed by tar sand$ecade proves that the only reabver our economic future. The
expansion, new pipelines andquestionis the frequency and scal&nbridge project is another nail in

expanded tanker traffic. of more such disasters. the coffin of Canada’s declining &t n
W e belong to nature

Alps used up the pine forests on

The following passage b
On October 22, 2012, Frederick Er?ggls, frongﬁ/e the southern slopes, so carefully
A Part Played by Labour in cherished on th_e northern slo_pes,
| am joining people from across the Transition from Ape to _ they had no inkling that by doing
. A . Man (1876), is very relevant SO theyw_ere cutting attr_le roots of
the country in Victoria, BC to to present.day debates over (e dalry industry in their region;

they had still less inkling that they
were thereby depriving their
Let us not, however, flatter mountain springs of water for the
DE FEN D OU R COAST ourselves overmuch on accoungreater partofthe year, and making
of our human victories over natureit possible for them to pour still
For each such victory nature takegnore furious torrents on the plains
its revenge on us. Each victory, itduring the rainy seasons. Those
is true, in the first place bringswho spread the potato in Europe

Thousands Slgn up fOr Leg|S|ature S|t-|n about the results we expected, buvere not aware that with these

in the second and third places ifarinaceous tubers they were atthe

As this issue goes to press, the Defend Our Costontinue to negotiate around the Enbridge has quite different, unforeseersame time spreading scrofula.
coalition reports that over 2700 people have signeipeline. It is now, more than ever, that We effectswhichonlytoooftencancel Thus at every step we are
pledges to join the Oct. 22 action at the Legislatursust ensure Christy Clark doesn’t make a dealthe first. _ reminded that we by nomeansrule

“We are excited to join with you in solidarity orwith our coast for this pipeline, or the othpr ~ The people who, in Meso- over nature like a conqueror over
the legislature lawn to stand against tankeiojects we often do not often hear about, slichPotamia, Greece, Asia Minor anda foreign people, like someone
pipelines, and tarsands,” says the coalitioas the Kinder Morgan pipeline and tanker €lsewhere, destroyed the foreststanding outside nature, but that
“Together, in this historic action of peaceful civiexpansion.” to obtain cultivable land, neverwe, with flesh, blood and brain,
disobedience, we will hold a mass sit-in to defend For more information, visit http://defend- dreamed that by removing alongbelong to nature, and exist in its
our coast, in place of the BC legislature that will neurcoast.ca. Those looking for a place to stay pr awith the forests the collecting midst, and thatall our mastery of it
sit until 2013. ride (or those who can offer one or both), check putcentres and reservoirs of moistureonsists in the fact that we have the

“You may have seen in the news that Christhis website to connectwith other participants who they were laying the basis for theadvantage over all other creatures

Clark met with Alberta Premier Alison Redforctan help with transportation or billess. present forlorn state of thoseof being able to learn its laws and
countries. When the Italians of theapply them correctly®

energy policies.

Unions endorse October 22 "Defend Our Coast" action

Some of the largest unions inCanadian Union of Public very proud to support this tarsandspipelinesandtankersposef an economy based on
British Columbia have addedEmployees BC. action.” aren’t worth any price. Tens ofexporting raw bitumen but to
their names to the list of “More than 50 BC “The students in our classroomghousands of unionized and othepropose a very different
endorsers for the Oct. 22 “Defenccommunities have said "no’ to are keenly aware of environmentajobs depend on healthy river anceconomic vision for our
Our Coast” sit-in against tarthese tar sands export pipelinesssues, and they are demandingcean ecosystems,” said Susaoountry,” asserted Jim Britton,
sands tankers and pipelines. Thand the tanker traffic they will thatwe adults do our partto ensur&pratt, CAW Area Director for Regional Vice President, CEP.
listincludes the Communicationsbring to BC’s pristine coastline,” thatthe world they inheritis clean,BC and Alberta. “On October 22nd“We want a transition from
Energy and Paperworkers Uniorsaid CUPE BC President Barryhealthy and sustainable. We allwe will be standing in solidarity dependence on fossil fuels that
(CEP), the CanadianO’Neill. “That’s along with 132 have aresponsibility to take a stanavith thousands of working peopleis fair to the workers in the sector,
Autoworkers Union (CAW), the First Nations, and thousands offor our  children and inBC and our First Nations sistersas well as a national energy
BC Teachers’ Federation, theworking people right across grandchildren,” said BCTF and brothers.” strategy thatincludes good green
United Fisherman and Allied Canada who say no. CUPE BCPresident Susan Lambert. “We willbe coming to Victoria jobs and long term energy
Workers’ Union-CAW, and the stands with them all, and we're  “The on-going risks that thesenot justto oppose Harper’s visionsecurity to Canadianse’




7 o PEOPLE’S VOICE e OCTOBER 16-31, 2012

“The real danger is war , not dialogue”

Carlos Lozano: You begin a new Timoleon Jimenez, commander in chief of the central high in1956-1957, introducing power- But, wait, hasn'tthe FARC taken
process of discussion with acommand of the FARC-EP, is the visible head of the sharing arrangements betweersevere blows duringthese lastten
government thatin some way is alegendary guerrilla movement. Today he is committed to WO parties taking over from theyears?
des_cendent_of Uribe’'s “demo- the search for a democratic peace by means of new Rojas Pinilla d|ctatprsh|p.) | can't deny we've received
cratic security.” How does the What we are saying is that onceserious blows - and extremely
FARC approach this? . . . more they are disregarding thepainful ones. The deaths of four
i Tm'wleon]lmenez was Condu'c ted by Carlqs Lozano Guillen, Colombia)rll people. Tr?ey ag?ee t(elﬂlembers of the National
Timoleon Jimenez:We always €ditor of VOZ, the Colombian communist newspaper, at 5066 onthemthatwhichinterestSecretariat can't be minimized.
have been disposed to looking fothe moment of a new effort to achieve peace in Colombia.  5nq gyjits, in truth, only the trans-And combatants’ dying under fire
solutions other than war. With nationals, bankers, businesdrombombardmentshasbeenhard.
Uribe, that wasn’t possible, whathis government will maintain further heavy pressures on us gveople, and landowners. This cafNevertheless we have
with his open disavowal of our military operations and military the negotiating tables from suchno longer happen in this country.courageously adjusted to all these
political orientation. Santos notpressure on the FARC. What manipulation... The great majority must be listenedsituations. None of the current
only is heir to democratic security,assumptions does the insurgency The Colombia that is ignoredto and heeded. Our proposal leadsiembers of the Secretariat has
but more than that, one of its stahave so the process might end upand victimized must now rise upin that direction. had less than 35 years of guerrilla
protagonists(President Alvaro successfully? and, speaking through those who experience, which applies also to
Uribe, 2002-2010, propounded The dominant Colombian were murdered and disappeared/hy did the FARC decide to takethe Central High Command.
“Democratic Security” as his oligarchy, with solid supportfrom demand a definitive end to theon this new attempt at peace?There’s no improvising when it
national security plan directed at U.S. governments, has for almostvar, end consecration ofimpunity, Weakness? Strategy? Realism? comes to relief personnel.
“terrorism,” i.e. the FARC.)In 50 years bet on exterminating theand satisfy old cries for vengeance Whoever says military pressure Forty eight years of continual
fact, with embellishments to theguerrillas. Twelve presidents, onefor those who were violated inwas decisive in moving us tostruggle has enabled us to gear up
name heis continuing it. But as heserving twice, have invariably suchwide-spread, atrocious wayspolitical negotiation forgets that in formidable fashion. We keep on
himself says, Santos decided t@romised to finish us off. To do so, this decade of war was unleashedhoving, with pain in our soul, but
assume the risks of dialogue andhey’ve given the military What do you think of the six to when Pastrana unilaterally endednore attached to and convinced of
take positive steps along these@pparatus a free hand. Wheright months President Santos isthe peace process taking place iour reasons. There are deaths in
lines. Any Colombian would say Santos orders intensifiedproposing? Caguan. It's now the state who isevery war. The media campaign
operations, sections oftheextreme That has to do with one returning to the negotiating tableinsists on presenting us as a worn
right are not satisfied. He does itexpectation he is bringing up onwith the FARC. It must have out and dead - end organization.
because he believes with them, akis own. It hardly squares with theundertaken its own internallt's always been that way. If it
with all previous governments, thatletter and spirit of what was agreecassessment. One of theimwere a question of confronting an
in fact he can make us surrendeapon in the exploratory meeting.considerations, not yet madealready defeated force, they would
through force of arms. It’s Itwasdecided upontheretosetnpublic, has to do with their not be working, as they are doing,
precisely that vicious cycle that“drop-dead” dates, not even use@ecognizing that the enormousto augmenttheirforceseven more,
needs to be broken. If you look athe word “months.” What the effort undertaken to defeat usand also their enormous, acquired
the general plebiscite giving President said suggests for us howrns out to have been uselessarsenal. These are truths that the
approval to conversations ondifficult this road we are The FARC keeps on: fighting, state and the mass media
peace, you see that the greaindertaking is going to be. At theresisting, and advancing. Now wedeliberately hide.
majority of Colombians don’t same time, it clearly pointed upreturn to the natural scenario of
share theidea of amilitary solutionthe strategy they are going topolitics, civilized dialogue. It's So, although the FARC is not
among other reasons because, witnplement when they don’t absurd to insist they made us sitarrying out operations of the
more wisdom than their achieve something at the tabledown atthe table, when it was thecalibre of those 14 years ago, can
X X governments, they know it's notthey’ll try to impose it through the state that furiously left it. We you affirm that confrontation
Timoleon Jimenez possible. We start out with themass media. Evenbeingin Havanaegotiate because a politicalkontinues on a large scale? The
idea that this process will beand being able to carry outsolution has been our banner
that the real danger is war, nosuccessful. But that depends omxploratory meetings took twoalways, and also that of the
dialogue. On that account wethose great majorities inclinedyears, not a matter of weeks, as wpeople’s movement.
don’t waver in accepting toward a political solution having originally thought. And thatwasn't
conversations in a search forthe opportunity to speak out, geforecisely because of the
peace. In regards to how tomobilized, exert their influence, insurgency. I don'twant to go into y . >
approach the new process, | woulénd decide the outcome. And weparticulars on that theme out of Support peace process in Colombia
say that we do it with greatare inviting them to do it. respect for our promise to keep

expectations of arriving at an end silent on details for the moment. Statement by the International Network in Solidarity with

to conflict. The PresidentIn various sectors supportive of From stories coming up in the Colombia’s Political Prisoners (INSPP), September 2012
reiterates that he doesn’t want talialogues, they are proposing amedia, our counterpart seems to

dialogue with the national government. This interview with

see DIALOGUE, p. 11

commit errors of the past, and weruce proposal, a cease-fire, andhave forgotten that. The International Network in Solidarity with Colombia’s Political
trustthat's the way it will be. You cessation of hostilities. What does Prisoners, INSPP welcomes the commencement of formal
know that the main error of all the FARC-EP think? What political proposal will the ~Negotiations between the Colombian Government and the

previous processes was to come We agree completely. It's FARC-EP make to Colombians Revolutionary Arme_d Forces of Colombia-People’s Army, FARC-
to the table demanding surrenderalways been in the forefront of ourat the beginning of negotiations? ~ EP on 8th October in Oslo, Norway. _ _
with no real disposition to solving plans for trying to get close to First, we want to mobilize We ratify qurgupportforgpolmcal solution to end the social and
the causes that led to and kept odifferent governments. Unfort- around definitive termination of armed conflict in Colombia. We hope that the government of
feeding confrontation. unately the Colombian oligarchythe conflict. The question of war President Santos is entering the negotiations with the FARC-EP in
has turned away because dialoguesr peace is a business concerning900d faith so that the disappointments and tragedies of past attempts
The agenda includes the themeplay out in the midst of con- all of us Colombians and we are atnegotiatingare not repeated. This peace negotiation acknowledges
of“givinguparms,”whichwould frontation. If the de-militarized obliged to speak out. As it thatthere is a social and armed conflict in the country fought by
be the point at which an zone of the most recent processepeatedly insists, the government belligerent forces. We welcome the statement made »
agreement or a peace pact hashad been accompanied by assumes negotiations will play out by the National Liberation Army, ELN that they are also willing to
arrived. What does the FARC mechanism ofthis sort, there mighexclusively between their Participate in such peace negotiations. _ N
expect in this regard? have been a different outcome. spokespersonsandours, discretely \We recognise that this step has been taken in response to political
Without thinking of an arrival  In Colombia, the dominant and without fanfare. That was the Pressure from the people of Colombia and the upsurge in political
point of laying down arms we sectors, its political class, and itsvay when Laureano Gomez and Mobilisation of democratic forces for peace with social justice in the
would lack any sense of beginningmass media suffer from theLleras Camargo signed the Sitges country. We pay our respects to those forces and wish them continued
a process aimed at a definitiveobsession of looking at only oneand Benidorm accords in Europe. SUCCESS. ) _ .
termination of conflict. Giving up side of things. A report on the The government alleges we of the ~ Without sovereignty, genuine land reform and democratic
arms consists of giving up on useslaughter of 30 guerrillas in anFARC reject its plans for the most fights there will be no long-term peace in Colombia. We believe
of force, of appeal to any type ofaerial bombardment elicits theirsuitable government for the that the current peace process is an important step towards
violence as remedy for economicapplause, while combat causalitiegountry(Liberal and conservative ~ achieving those goals. We support calls for a truce in the conflict
or political ends. It's a veritable on their side they repudiate asarty leaders signed the “Sitges t0 coincide with the negotiations but recognise that it need not be
good bye to arms. If we made thaassassinations. We anticipatend Benidorm accords”in Europe & Precondition for the beginning of formal negotiations between

into a reality in Colombia, our the parties. _ _ _
country would take an enormous : The FARC-EP has released all of its prisoners of war with the

leap forward. For the firsttime, we commitment to cease any kidnapping for economic reasons. We call
trustthat the Santos administratior on the Colombian Government to demonstrate its good faith by the
and all sectors resorting to violence immediate release of the estimated 10,000 political prisoners held in
as a method of economic anc Colombian prisons including those extradited to the US: Simon
political action are together with Trinidad, Sonia and lvan Vargas. All are victims of the internal
us on this criterion. armed conflict in the country.

We congratulate the people of Colombia for their long struggle for
peace as guarantors for a successful peace process. We call on the
international community to support and accompany the peace process
in Colombia. This can be done through the formation of friends of the
peace process to provide trust and security to the parties at the
negotiating table®

President Santos has said his

government insists that this |
negotiating process “not repeat
the errors of the past,” also offers
a guarantee it's heading toward
an end of conflict and indicates (Colombia's initial peace talks took place in Cuba.)
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i illi i i silencing workers for standing upthe labour ministers,” said Shararof seafarers and helped win court
WIldCat WalkOUt MI”IOnS .Stl’lke In for what's good for my store, my Burrow. claims for crews cheated and/or
at Foxconn Indonesia co-workers, my family and my abandoned by ship owners. A

community,” said Venanzi Luna, i iti further South Asian week of action
A strike at Foxconn’s  Nearlythree million Indonesian astriking worker atthe Pico RiveraS' Asia mar_ltlme will take place in December.
Zhengzhou factory in China begarfactory workers downed tools for aWalmart. Lunais one of thousandgyeek of action
on Oct. 5, involving three to four one-day strike across the countrpf members of OUR Walmart, the Unions su pport
thousand production workers. Inon Oct. 1 to demand higher wagesationwide Associate organization The International Transport

addition to demanding that theyand to protest against the hiring otalling for changes atthe companyFederation (ITF, composed ofiailed teachers
work during the Oct. 1-8 national contractworkers. Confederation of‘l am striking to take a stand againsseafarer and dockworkers union
holiday, reports said that Foxconnindonesian Workers Union chairWalmart'sillegal bullying tactics.” around the globe) and trade unions World Teachers’ Day was
raised demands on product qualityforis Raweyai said the striking “We cannot stand by while thein India and Sri Lanka kicked off a marked on October 5, a reminder
without providing training forthe workers are calling on the country'slargestemployer tries toweek of maritime action on Octoberof how valuable teachers are for
corresponding skills. When thisgovernment to increase thesilenceworkerswho stand up for&, spearheaded by joint seafareffuilding the future. Massive
led to defects in production of better future for their families,” docker/ITF inspector teams inteacher shortages are “quietly
iPhone5productsforAppIe,fights( o\ said Maria Elena Durazo, Mumbai, Goa, New Mangalore,looming over countries struggling
broke out between quality control Secretary-Treasurer of the LosVisakhapatnamand Tuticorin, withto provide every child with quality
inspectors and the workers. Afte Angeles County Federation ofsupport from other ports in Southprimary education by 2015,”
factory management took no Labor. “We are here to tell Asia. The actions sent a strongaccordingto UNESCO, the United
corrective measures., a work Walmartthe company must changenessage to shipping companies thadations Educational, Scientific
stoppage began on the factor the way it treats workers and oureven non-inspectorate portsin Indiand Cultural Organization.
floor, including both production community. Our city and our are active and fighting for seafarers’ In Bahrain, where nearly 3,000
workers and inspectors. The worl country need big profitable rights. For the first time unions atcitizens who took partin lastyear’s
stoppage reportedly ended the ne corporations like Walmart and private port terminals took part inArab uprisings were dismissed
day. billionaires like the Waltons to the actions. form their jobs and many arrested,
take responsibility for rebuilding  Aswell as defending seafarersteachers were among those
. our economy - and stop squeezingights, the unions highlight issuestargeted.
S.A. drivers de- the middle class to the breakingsuch as deregulation, privatisation, Mahdi Abu Dheeb, president
0 ; point.” casualisation, healthand safetyandf the Bahrain Teachers
mand 12% raise L J Warehouse workers in precarious work. Association and Jalila Al Salman,
Southern Californiawere ona15- Mahendra Sharma, ITF AsiaBTA vice president, have been
minimum wage, provide healthday strike that included a six-day,Pacific regional secretary, sentenced to 10 years and three
insurance and social security for alb0-mile pilgrimage for safe jobs. commented: “South Asian maritimeyears, respectively, for exercising
gmployees, and revise governmemind in Dallas and San Diego,unions are fed up having to deatheir right to speech and free
policies that allow companies tohundreds of people held marchesveek-in week-out with the association. Al Salman has been
hire temporary staff on one-yearcalling on Walmart to make exploitation of seafarers, thereleasedwhile awaiting herappeal,
the transport bargaining councilcontracts without benefits. changes. The company refuses tabandonment by owners of shipsut Abu Dh_eeb is still imprisoned
for a 12 per cent pay raise. The “We warn the government thataddress concerns that affectits 1.4nd seafarers and the failure of somand suffering from poor health
South African Transport andWe can do worse to the country’smillion “associates” in the U.S. owners to take responsibility toassociated with his diabetes and
Allied Workers Union said the economyiftheycontinue ign_oring Wal_mart workers from nine ensure_safeinte;rnationallyCo_mplia_nthe prison conditions. .
rally was joined by 15,000 driversOurthree main demanqs," said Saidountries have Iaun_ched the UNIoperations. Th!sw_(aek ofactionwill The American Federat|on_ of
and their supporters. At anothefdbal, aprotestorganlserfrom the\NaImart Gl_obal Union Alllan(_:e foc_:us on ehmmatmg_substandardTeacher_s (AFT), Education
rally in Cape Town, a lorry was Indonesian _VVorkers As_serr_\bly. toflght_forfawness, decentworklngs_hlps from South Asian ports and nterna_tlonal and_ Amnesty
pelted with stones, causing it to Indonesia’s Constitutional conditions, and the fundamentahigh seas to ensure ITF acceptablmternational have filed protests
overturn, and two other lorries Court ruled in January that thehuman right of freedom of wagesanddecentworkingandlivingpn Abu Dheeb'’s behalf and are

Thousands of striking South
African lorry drivers protested in
central Johannesburg under th
eyes of aheavy police presence o
Oct. 2. The drivers marched
peacefully to submit a petition to

were set on fire. i_rin_g practicg was uncon- association_, _includi_ng allowing conditions on board.” N Working_towards his release while

The protests are part of awavétltunonal and wolgtes workers’ workers to join a union. Overrecentyears|TF aff[llateq he awaits an appeal. The g]obal
of labour unrest which has seedights, but so far little has been dockers’ and seafarers’ unions inabor movementand human rights
strikes spreading from mines todone to redress the balance.  \A/or|d Day for India have tracked down manygroups also are working on behalf
the transport sector. Two of the Over 200,(_)00 yvorkers ma_rqhed flag of convenience ships visiting of the many other Bah_ralnls who
world’s top mining giants, inthe industrial city of Bekasi, just Decent W ork their ports, signed agreementsare suffering from retaliatory acts
disturbed at seeing their pl‘OfitSOUtSlde Jakarta, waving flags and secured back wages for hundredsf the government.

interrupted, have toughened thei hanting “Workers unite. Wecan't  Actions were organized in many
line against their striking workers. P& defeated.” Many thpusandscountnes on Oct. 7 to mark the Many items in our "Global ClaSS
Amplats sacked 26,000 workergnarchedthrough Jakartaitself, andVorld Day for Decent Work 2012. "
on Oct. 5, for failing to report for around 11,000 police and 4,000Co-ordinated by the International Struggle column are from the

discipli hearinas. Gold mining Military personnel were deployedTrade Union Confederation, the i

g:ZﬂF Qﬁgo_egglrzjgsAsﬁanrtrillwgg around the rally. Jakarta policeday highlighted youth unem- Labour S tart WebSIte’

warned strikers that it might scaleS@id that hundreds of thousands gfloyment, which is as high as 60% www .labourst art. 0]40)
labourers from more than 700in some countries, and a wholée

down operations if strike action > . X .
continues. companies in 80 industrial estategeneration of young people faces

Meanwhile, the commission around the capital had taken to thexclusion from the Iabourmarket.[Send me information on the i‘; \
& )

investigating the killing of 34 streets. The national figure was “The crisis, and the inability or

- o . - . )
; b lice, and d 2.8 million on strike in 34 cities. unwillingness of governments to m —-
crnlr?eerrﬁni%rﬁ)c;gﬁ/igg rrlggros;gd Factory workers in Indonesiarestore jobs and growth, is having Communist Party Of Canada va

its public hearinas after a visit to€a/N an average basic salary cd particularly bruta_l .impact on _ _ _
thepMarikana Sitge. n Septemberjess than $100 a month. Theyoung people. Official figures| The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histor of

. . economv arew 6.5 per cent lasghow that 75 million voung people]  fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
the Marikana strikers returned to Y9 P young peop The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight

work after accepting a payYSal the ffistef_st pa_c? s_ln_cebthare Wlth_(l)ll_thObS across the WO(;I_d against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
increase of up to 22 per cent. Tha%‘99.7'.98 A§|an Inancial crisis, utmany mifions more are trapped n active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
agreement was reached througr‘fip'd inflation makes it harder fo,r informal Or precarlous work, andf movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership ar set
mediation by church and workers to pay for food and basictens of millions of new job seekerq  gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
community leaders. necessities. have no prospect of finding work,| = socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
or education and training to equig

th B,\lj|t quons h?t}/e Wa{ne? ”t')atyVaImart walkouts them for work in the future,” said Central Committee CPC
€ Marikana settiement set a bac Sharan Burrow. General Secretar 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
precedent for labour relations. IN LA alrea of the ITUC. ' 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

“Lonmin should have known

that getting wage negotiations  \orkers from nearly a dozen
facilitated by the churches andwaimart stores in the Los Angele
allowing everybody, no matter grea went on strike Oct. 4 to protes,

their legal status, to play a role inattempts to silence workers fortollowing the walkout by 2.8 .
the negotiations will create speaking out for improvements OMmillion factory workers a few days| 70s ciark brive, Vancouver, BC, vsL a1 Ontario Ctee. CPC
precedents that they will not bethe job. Hundreds of communi ' rail.oc

ty H : 604-254-9836<cpinfo.b il 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
illi " . ? earlier, over 25 actions acros cpinfo.be@gmail.com :
willing to repeat elsewhere,” the sypporters joined employees NByigaria, and a conference of] Edmonon crc Tel: 416-469-2446

EVE.I’]T.S on Oct. 7 included _o_ne Parti Communiste du Quebedsection du Ottawa CPC
of the first street protests by Haitiar] parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

rade unions in recent years ;352/*"? gtépggc\}igtge ¢ Manitoba Committee CPC
- - . - ontreal, i i "
nother national strike in INdonesiq Email: pcq@cpe-pec.caél: 438-338-8890 ?ﬁf/fii!ggkﬁggé_\%ggpegl MB, R2W 2M3

Congress of South African Tradecajling on Walmartto raise their pay. oo oo ¢ hempl { Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Unions and the National Union of T, tested outside the Picd ‘€/MNatives foryouth @mploymeng eymonton, as, Tec 4ne 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
Mineworkers said 1€ group protested outsiae the FICky, o \yest African country of | Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
: Rivera store with signs read'ng'SenegaI oo CPC Tel: 905-548-9586
. algary

The unions said that wage«stand Up, Live Better, Stop
demands should be resolvedetaliation” and “Stop Trying to for young people is a global crisis Telffax: 902-542-7981
through collective bargaining sjlence Us.” Some were arrested b¥,i each national governmen| Saskatchewan cPC '

rather than “taking short cuts suchjot police during the peaceful protest Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

as mass dismissals of workers.”  « needs_toftake it_s own resppnsibility
Walmart should not be and this is a big responsibility for j

“The issue of unemployment| Unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC

Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 BO0x 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
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of the year and contracted 0.2% i
the April-June period. Economists
now expect another economic
contraction in the third quarter.
The European Central Bank
meanwhile released data tha
showed lending to households ané
companies fell, and by more tharr s
expected, in August. 'k
Yet Europe’s austerity madness
continues. This week Spain,

Europe is

evolting

Paul Krugman puts it in his latestGreece and France pushed ahe
column in the New York times. withfresh programmes of spending
Butthe protests also reflectawidecuts. In Greece, atleast 11.5 hillior

A general strike in Greece,rejection of a political elite that is euros will be axed from the nationa
massive protests by the indignadosolling back basic democraticbudget. In Spain there will be Rally in Athens by PAME (All-Workers Militant Front) during one
in Spain, public transport strikesrights, from protections at work to another 20 billion euros of cuts. Inof the latest anti-austerity general strikes in Greece.

By Tom Gill, London, Sept.
29, 2012

in Portugal (and Spain), andwelfare support and gains forFrance, President Francois
industrial action by aluminium, women and minority groups, andHollande’s government is goingmassive hit, with cuts hurting soaring social security bill to pay
steel and public sector workers imprivatising as well as slashingfor a 30 billion euro cuts package.renowned institutions such as thesenefits to the unemployed and
Italy headlined this week. public services. What do these huge but dryPrado and Reina Sofia museumsnterestrate payments on sovereign
On Saturday mass protests will A slew of economic data this numbers mean in practice? another self-defeating move thatebt that have been driven once
erupt again in Portugal as theweek confirmed what is now 18 million unemployed acrosswill no doubt hit tourism. again by international speculators
indignaos movement that broughtatently obvious to anybody butthe Eurozone, for starters, to whichAusterity has already resulted inwho are right in just one respect -
out a million into the streets of thethe criminally insane (and anothermillionwillbe soonadded,over a million Spaniards queuingwithout growth a country’s public
country on September 15 -the sameconomists) - austerity is notaccording to anew report by Ernsat the doors of charities for foodfinances will just go from bad to
day there was another huge scalorking. Eurozone businessand Young. handouts and other aid. That's avorse and so lending to Spain and
turn out into the plazas in Spain confidence fell to a three-year low In Greece, a cuts package nedripling since 2007, according toother recession-hit countries is
join action called by the country’sand a number of other indicatorsagreed by the government will seeCaritas. And it is not just in the most definitely a risky business.
largest trade union, CGTP. across the continent pointedwage cuts, a rise in the retiremensouth. In France poverty is on the This is something that the new
And it's not just in the towards recession. Most damningage from 65 to 67 years, cutbacks tase particularly among the young,mechanism to ‘save’ struggling
Continent’s south. On Sundayfor the architects of austerity,pensions - lengthening theincluding students. Eurozone states - the 500 billion
mass demonstrations are expectagnemployment is rising in contribution period to get the The health effects of mountingeuro  European  Stability
in France, calling for areferendumGermany, which was until now aminimum pension - cuts in benefitsmisery are being felttoo. A quarterMechanism that forms part of the
over the EU Fiscal Compact, themainstay for growthinthe 17 nationfor the disabled and the sick, cuts t@f Portuguese are now sufferingeU Fiscal Compact - will not fix.
‘permanent austerity’ treaty. economic and monetary bloc.  health  benefits, cuts tofrom depression, according to aro the contrary. It will bury them
The focus of popular anger is  Overall, the eurozone economyunemployment benefits for workersnew study. deeper into the ground. The fund
‘Europe’s austerity madness’, asstagnated in the first three monthsemporarily laid off in the  The perversity of austerity - will swallow up about a quarter of
. construction industry, in hotels andwhich atits most fundamentallevelthe cuts Spain has just pushed
inother sectors, new cutstospending about drastically curtailing the through its own budget in order to
on hospitals, and an average 12%apacity and incentives for 320save itself, and around a third of
reduction in the salaries of soldiersmillion odd people to spend - wasthose planned in Portugal.
policemen and judges. highlighted yet again this week. The reality is the latest round of
In Spain, the “depressionDespite all the cuts, it turns outEU centralising moves, from
budget” as Socialist economythat Spain’s spending is actually
spokeswoman, Inmaculadaset to go up. That's because of a see REVOLTING, p. 10
Rodriguez Pinero, describesiit, will
see the wages of millions of public

t kersf for the third I I i i
e et Canadgn mine controveries in
Bolivia and Kyrgyzstan

real terms, and there’ll be no relief

for collapsing health services,

schools and social services. And  Canadian-owned mining corporations are relatively big players

the arts and culture will take a these days, and with big profits come controveries. Two of the latest
examples are from Bolivia and the central Asian republic of Kyrgzstan.

On October 3, Bolivia ruled out paying compensation to South
American Silver (SAS), two months after the government of President
Evo Morales nationalized a mine operated by the Canadian firm.

“The nation has no financial obligation to South American Silver,”
Mining Minister Mario Virreira told reporters.

The silver and indium mine, managed by a local unit of SAS, was
expropriated on Aug. 2, over the criticism of the Harper government
and foreign investors. The SAS subsidiary claims it held a contract
since 2007 to run the mine in the community of Malku Khota, south
of the capital La Paz. But Virreira insisted there was “never any
document establishing that the Bolivian government had a contractual
relationship” with SAS. The decision came after weeks of protests by
indigenous leaders calling on La Paz to take over Malku Khota. SAS

Police brutality has been frequent during recent anti-austerity
demonstrations in Spain.

Climate change is "already
damaging global economy"

estimate, the cost of climate chang&cientists have been alarmed by

and air pollution combined will the increasingly rapid melting of

correspondent for the UK rise to 3.2% of global GDP, with Arctic sea ice, which _reached a

; the world’s least developednewrecord minimumthisyearand,
Guardian, Sept. 26, 2012 ' ) - . )

countries forecastto bear the bruntf melting continues at similar rates,

Climate change is alreadysuffering losses of up to 11% ofcould be ice free in summer by the

Excerpts from an article by
Fiona Harvey, environment

contributing to the deaths of nearlytheir GDP. end of the decade. Some researc
400,000 people ayear and costing Sheikh Hasina, prime ministersuggests that this melting could be
the world more than $1.2 trillion, of Bangladesh, said: “A 1C rise inlinked to cold, dull and rainy
wiping 1.6% annually from global temperature [temperatures haveummers in parts of Europe - such
GDP, according to a new study. alreadyrisenby0.7C globallysinceas has been the predominant
The impacts are being felt mosthe end of the 19th century] issummer weather in the UK for the
keenly in developing countries,associated with 10% productivity lastsix years. Inthe US, thisyear's
according to the research, wherdoss in farming. For us, it meanssevere drought has raised food
damage to agricultural productionlosing about 4 million tonnes of prices and in India the disruption
from extreme weather linked tofood grain, amountingtoabout$2.50 the monsoon has caused
climate change is contributing tobillion. That is about 2% of our widespread damage to farmers.
deaths from malnutrition, poverty GDP. Adding up the damages to Connie Hedegaard, the
and their associated diseases. property and other losses, we ar&uropean Union’s climate chief,
Air pollution caused by the usefaced with a total loss of about 3-warned that extreme weather was
of fossil fuels is also separately4% of GDP. Without these lossespbecoming more common, as the
contributing to the deaths of atwe could have easily secured mucleffects of climate change take hold.
least 4.5 million people a year, thehigher growth.” “Climate change and weather
report found. But major economies will also extremes are not about a distant
The 331-page study, entitledtake a hit, as extremes of weathefuture,” she wrote in a comment
Climate Vulnerability Monitor: A and the associated damage for the Guardian last week.
Guide to the Cold Calculus of Adroughts, floods and more severéFormerly one-off extreme
Hot Planefwas carried out by the storms - could wipe 2% of theweather episodes seem to b
DARA group, anon-governmental GDP of the US by 2030, while becoming the new normal.”
organisation based in Europe, angimilar effects could cost China Michael Zammit Cutajar,
the Climate Vulnerable Forum. 1t $1.2 trillion by the same date.  former executive secretary of the
was written by more than 50 While many governments haveUN Framework Convention on
scientists, economists and policytaken the view that climate changeClimate Change, said: “Climate
experts, and commissioned by 20s a long-term problem, there is achange is not just a distant threa
governments. growing body of opinion that the buta presentdanger - its economi
By 2030, the researcherseffects are already being felt.impact is already with us.®

pSays it may seek international arbitration to settle the dispute.

Since Morales was elected in 2006, Bolivia has nationalized the
energy sector and other “strategic” firms. In June he raised the
possibility of making all natural resource-related industries property
of the state.

The Malku Khota project boasts one of the world’'s largest
untapped resources of silver and indium, a rare metal used in flat-
screen LCD televisions. The mine also contains deposits of gallium,
a mineral used in microelectronics.

On the other side of the world, protesters clashed with police and
tried to break into Kyrgyzstan's parliament and government offices
on Oct. 2, during a rally in the capital Bishek.

Police used dogs and smoke bombs to disperse protesters who
attempted to scale the gates. Around 1,000 people had gathered for
a rally to demand the nationalisation of the controversial Kumtor
gold mine, which has been the source of a series of toxic spills.

Toronto-based Centerra Gold, which is developing Kumtor, has
denied accusations that it uses accounting tricks to reduce its tax
liabilities. The mine accounts for 12% of the nation’s G®P.

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
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Revolting Europe: the rejection of neoliberalism...

continued from page 9

its own hole if it wishes. The of working people.
banking union, to ECB sovereigngovernment caused outrage by Take Italy
bond purchases and the EU Fiscglroposals to raid the incomes ofinternational

again
missions

EU nations, can dig itself out of hurting andraiding the pockets almost three quarters of Spaniardthe economy. And ifitcan’tdeliver
disapprove of Mariano Rajoy’s on that, what's the point of it at all?

and handling ofthe country’s economy.A guestion no doubt on the minds

like More serious for Euro supportersof a great many people in a Europe

Compact that President Francoisvorkers through a massive hikeAfghanistan that are in place in thea majority in a nation that once washow in open revolt.
Hollande wants ratified in insocial security contributions, aname of peace and humanity bua bastion of supportforthe EUnow Tom Gill's blog is found at

parliament next month - even atmeasure now withdravaiter
the cost of splitting his Socialist mass protests earlier in the monthdestruction. Withdrawing from
Party and deep divisions with hisThe government needs to savéhese commitmentswould notonly

are instead resulting in death andhink the Single Currency is bad forwww.revolting-europe.cone.

Green allies - are based on a hug#.9 billion euros in 2013. The save lives abroad but save Italiang

lie. That greater integration andCGTP trade union confederationatidy 616 million euros, according
renouncing national sovereigntyknows how it could plug that hole to campaign group Shilanciamoci!,
are essential to fix the Continent'sand indeed beat that target. Its énoney that could be spent or
financial and economic problems billion euro budget proposals,improving their quality of life.
Spain, Italy, Portugal and Greeceunveiled last week, comprise aTaking the axe to the military
don’t need an international rescuenew 0.25% tax on financial budget could yield 3 billion euros.
Their ownruling classes have mordransactions (2 billion euros), a Butthese solutions don'tfitthe
than enoughto bailtheirownnationsl0% surcharge on dividendspriorities of the current crop of
out. In Italy, private wealth standstargeting the largest shareholder&U leaders (with the notable
at 8.6 trillion euros, according to(1.7 billion euros), a higher, exception of socialist-led France
the Bank of Italy, or more than four33.33% rate of corporate tax forwhere at least the government ha
times the country’s public debtlarger companies with turnovermoved toimpose a 75% tax on th¢
mountain of around two trillion above 1.2 million euros to beincomes of the very rich). Their
euros. If the wealth of the top 50%implemented in a progressivenumber one goal is to protect thg
richest were taxed at a rate of 2%fashion (1.1 billion) and a plan tobillionaires, the corporations and
that could raise more than 100combatfraud and evasion, througlthe banks. And so, amid the penur;
billion euros annually. A moderatedeploying more inspectors, settingor ordinary people, plans roll on
tax on the top 1% could bring up totargets to reduce the blackfor blank cheques- including the
15 billion euros annually into the economy and by broadening thel00 billion euro bailout of Spain’s
state coffers. And then there’s thegax base (1.2 billion euros). Butreckless bankers - underwritten]
hundreds of billions in dodgedthat plan would of course meanby millions of ordinary Spaniards
taxes, facilitated by tax amnestie$?ortugal’s 1% paying their dues.and their European brothers an
and tax havens that cash-strapped There’s dozens of other costedsisters.
governments across the currencproposals out there that could Opinion polls across the EU
bloc like to talk much about, buttackle Europe’s debt burden andshow a growing popular rejection
don’t ever shut down. provide plenty of funds for growth, of European governments and the
Even Portugal, the poorest ofjobs and public services withoutneo-liberal policies. In Spain,

Ukrainian Labour T emple plague unveiled

centre of a radical left-wing was a gathering place for strikers
movement committed to improvingduring the Winnipeg General

On September 29, Winnipeg'sthe lot of Ukrainian workers and Strike of 1919 and for the
Ukrainian Labour Temple finally farmers. Housing a printing shop Communist Party of Canada until
received a plaque marking it as aand the headquarters of severathe 1950s. Continuing to serve 3
National Historic Site. Close to national organizations devoted tocultural function, this neoclassical
one hundred people attended theducation and mutual aid, it alsobuilding is one of the grandest
unveiling ceremony which served as a base for the promotiorand largest labour temples in
included performances by theof Ukrainian performing arts. It Canada.”e
hall’s orchestra and choir.

The ULT and its manor continue
to play an active rolein Winnipeg's
progressive community, including
as a venue for meetings of the
Communist Party’s Mathew
Popowich Club. (On this point,
the plaque has an error.)

The ceremony was postponeg
for a year after Parks Canads:
officials received a communication
from Ottawa forbidding the choir
from singing the Internationale as
part of the program.

The text of the plaque is:

“Constructed in 1918-1919,
this imposing building was at the!

Documentary reveals caste oppression in India

PV Manitoba bureau

By Gurpreet Singh partner, Shiv Sena.

A powerful new documentary coincidence that ultra-nationalistassociated witlabir Kala Manch
by a prominent leftist flmmaker, Hindus support the status quo of Dalit activist network who are
Anand Patwardhan, reveals thehe ancient caste structure ohounded by the police and brande
ugly reality of ongoing caste orthodox Hindu society. as Maoist extremists. Some of then
oppression in Indian society. Unable to bear the sufferings ofhave gone underground.

Jai Bhim Comradescreened at the families of the deceased, a Dalit The most striking question the
the recentVancouver Internationahctivist and poet, Vilas Ghogre,film tries to raise is the role of the
Film Festival, is based on eventcommitted suicide. Ghogre, wasleft parties. In the director’s view,
after the killing of ten unarmed previously a Marxist activist who the communists could not
Dalits or so-called untouchablesgradually became an Avadkarite. recognize the caste reality within
by police in India’s financial These incidents happened whesociety, seeingonly class divisions
capital of Mumbai in 1997. India was preparing to celebrate itsAs a result, poor Dalit workers

The police fired without any 50th anniversary of independenceavho could have been ready recruit
serious provocation after Dalitsfrom British occupation.
gatheredto protest the desecration Dalits continue to suffer at the other forces or were eventually co
of the statue of Dr. Bhim Raohands of “upper caste” groups,opted by the bourgeois parties.
Ambedkar, the architect of thevigilantes and the state machinery. The brutality of caste
Indian constitution and a Dalit Even though their leadership hagliscrimination is so powerful that
thinker himself. “Jai Bhim” or also deceived them by forgingit cannot go away even after the
“long live Bhim” is the most opportunistic alliances with partiesclass shift of the Dalit population.
popular slogan of Dalit activists. like BJPand ShivSena, DalitactivistsOverall, the film has a potential to

At the time, Maharashtra statecarry ontheir struggle through streeprompt the left parties to indulge

BJP and its Hindu right-wing both the state and upper castei$
It is nogoons. A case in point is the artist$

forthe communist parties embraced =

WFTU International Day of Action

Affiliates of the World Federation of Trade Unions held ralljes
and demonstrations in many countries on October 3, on the thgme of
“food, clean water, medicines, books, housing for all, against the
multinationals and capitalist barbarity.”

A statement from the WFTU for the Day of Action outlined “bgsic
conclusions” which must be defended by the militant laQour
movements: food, water, medicine etc. are commodities and grofit-
providers for the capitalists. For WFTU and the militant trade unjons
sthose are “social goods”. Everyone must have the right to optain
b them free of charge or at low prices, from public organizations.

The strategy of the transnationals and the monopolies increases
the prices of “social goods” and destroys the living standards aof the
workers. It attacks the poor farmers and affects negativel
, environment.

The capitalist cartels plunder the wealth-producing resourcgs of

j ordinary people.
International bodies such as the Food and Agriculture Organi

multlnatlonals and their decisions are, overtly or covertly, agai
i the working people, the poor peasants, against the popul
Usually, they limit themselves to descriptions of the situation an
publication of statistics.

The Presidential Council of the WFTU, which represents
million trade unionists in 120 countries, urged all members
friends to mobilize to unite workers, poor farmers, peasants
indigenous populations around a militant platform.

For information, visit www.wftu.org.Photos below (top to bottgm)
are from Day of Action events in Bangladesh, Peru, and Irslig.

htion.
i the

82
and
and

was ruled by the Hindu nationalistshows, music and art in the face oin self criticism.e
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We told you so!

Here at People’s Voice we aren't Now, a new study by Stephenhomeless again after brushes with th White Rock, BC
shy about making the case for policie$>aetz, director of the Canadianlaw upon release from jail. Social Justice Films, Friday,
to put people before profits. Homelessness Research Network, For chronically homeless peopleqgt, 26, 7 pm, at First United
Occasionally we have been accuseBased on research from across Norttvho are frequent users of social15385’ Sem’iahmoo Ave ’

of exaggerating the facts to make @\Mmerica, suggests it's far cheaper teservices, the annual savings ar P— e
political point. So it's great to see give a homeless person a place to liv&25,899 per person, enough for é%creenlng The Hemp Solution

mainstream media reports which backhan to provide a patchwork of “housing first” approach acrossdocumentary.

up our arguments. emergency services. Canada, accordingtothe newlyforme
Here are two recent examples, Gaetz says governments spend &fanadian Alliance to End ictoria,
starting with corporate taxation. least $4.5 billion a year dealing with Homelessness. Sit-In  Against Pipeline

For years, we have called to Storhomeless people, including the costs $4.5 billion would build an Expansion, Monday, Oct. 22,

the reduction of taxes on corporationsOf emergency health care, mentalestjmated 45,000 housing units. Suchy; 1ha Legislature. Sign up at
a neoliberal policy that puts an ealth services, law enforcementaninvestmentoverseveralyearswoul defendourcoast.ca

increasing burden on working people shelters and food banks. Their use oénd street homelessness acros

Don't take our word for it. Turns the health system is high andCanada. Too expensive? No, and we’ Vancouver. BC
outthat “the tax burden for businessesinpredictable, and many end upcontinue to say “told you so’® '

in Canada is second lowest among 14

major countries and lowest among
developed countries, according to a
KPMG survey of international tax
competitiveness.” (That's th@&lobe
and Mail speaking on Sept. 25.)

KPMG's Elio Luongo (probably
no relation to Roberto of the
Vancouver Canucks) says that “the
tax systemis often whattips the scales”
in attracting investment.

India had the lowest overall tax
levels. China, Mexico and Russia
ranged third, fourth and fifth. Among
developed countries, Britain ranked
second, followed by the Netherlands,
the United States, Germany, Australia
and Japan.

KPMG uses an index composed of
corporate income tax, capital taxes,
sales taxes, property taxes, local
business taxes and statutory payroll

taxes, using rates applicable as of Jan.
1, 2012.

Comparing major international
cities, KPMG also found that Toronto,
Vancouver and Montreal are all in the
top 10 among 55 cities with

Charles Roach, 1933-2012

Report from Gaza, on the
situation of workers, political
prisoners andrefugees, Labour
Council Pizza Educational,
Tue., Oct. 16, 6 pm, Maritime
Labour Centre, 1880 Triumph.

Freedom Sailors, launch of
book on Free Gaza movement
with author Greta Berlin, Wed.,
Oct. 24,7:30 pm, SFU Harbour
Centre, 515 W. Hastings.

La Trova Nuestra, Latin
American Pena, 8 pm, Oct. 26,
and last Friday each month,
706 Clark Dr., $10 admission,
all welcome.

Left Film Night, Sunday, Oct.
28, 7 pm, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark. Fiim TBA,
for details, ph. 604-255-2041.

Peace and Revolution

Banquet, Sat., Nov. 10, doors
open 6 pm, at Peretz Centre,
6184 Ash St. Great cultural

populations of more than two million. ~ We are deeply saddened by theivilian oversight of police program and dinner, tickets

All 16 Canadian cities analyzed bypassing of Charles Roach inservices. He was a leader in thd’0m Centre for Socialist
KPMG had lower tax rates than theToronto on Oct. 2, after a longfight to end police profiling, and ducation, 604-254-9836.
least taxed U.S. city - Baton Rouge struggle with brain cancer. Charledo enforce civilian control over winni MB

Louisiana. Somuch forallthe whining roach was a staunch fighter foipolice.
from corporate Sh',',lls about Canada’she gjack community, formigrants ~ Charlie helped found the Four Directions Walk to End
heﬁ\]’grmeblégdrﬁg to the Supposm”);ind refugees, and for workingMovementof Minority Electors in Poverg/, infct)h a“nugl walk,
complex problem of homelessnessP€ople struggling agamst.rausmlhe 1970s, and was a founder obat., Oct. 20, rally 3 pm at
People’s Voicenas long stated that €xploitation and oppression. HeCarribana, the largest celebratior-egislature; Walk to start earlier
simply building more low-income Was a lawyer and a founder of theof Carribean culture in North In th.e da){. Call 792-3371 for
housing would be a great way to cuBlack Action Defense Committee, America. info, including People’s Charter.
spending on health care, emergencyhose struggles led to an inquest The son of trade unionists inMarxism Course begins in
services, policing, etc. Too expensiveinto the police shooting of Buddy Trinidad, he immigrated to Canadanovember. Call Communist
accordingto right—wing politicians and Evans, and forced the Ontarioin his teens, attended the U of TParty to register, 586-7824 or
corporate think tanks. government to finally legislate and setup his own legal practice ipc-mb@changetheworldmb.ca

What's Left

Toronto, ON

Fighting Austerity in Ontario,
Sun., Oct. 14, 2 mp, OISE, 252
Bloor St. West, Room 5-260,
speaker Liz Rowley, CPC
(Ontario) leader.

St. Catharines, ON

Fighting Austerity in Ontario,
Tue., Oct. 16, at St. Catharines
Public Library, 54 Church St.
(Rotary Room), speaker Liz
Rowley, CPC (Ontario) leader,
for info email
salehw@yahoo.com

Ottawa, ON

Fighting Austerity in Ontario,
speaker Liz Rowley, CPC
(Ontario) leader, Thursday, Oct.
18, 7 pm, Bronson Centre, 211
Bronson Ave. Call 613-882-
7108 for info.

Guelph, ON

Fighting Austerity in Ontario,

speaker Liz Rowley, CPC
(Ontario) leader, Tuesday, Oct.
23, 5:30 pm, Room 442,
University Centre, U of Guelph.

Brampton, ON

Fighting Austerity in Ontario,
speaker Liz Rowley, CPC
(Ontario) leader, Sunday, Oct.
28,2:30 pm, Brampton Soccer
Centre, 1495 Sandalwood
Parkway East, Room 1. Call
416-428-9583 for info.

Hamilton, ON

Fighting Austerity in Ontario,

speaker Liz Rowley, CPC
(Ontario) leader, Oct. 22, 7:30
pm, Degroote CentreforLearning,
Rm. 2018, McMaster University.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

Dialogue, not war ...

continued from page 7

Minister of Defense minimizes thelivesthatcould have been savetb the Communist Party, speakin
them completely and alleges thatthese tenyears. That'swhy we seekut last winter against Georgio

engagement persists onlyinrural
areas of the country, in ten
isolated municipalities.

exercised by their combined

commands - tasks forces, brigades;olombian people.

and battalions - is frequently on

pins and needles through thelranslated by W.T. Whitney J®) his family. @

activity of mobile guerrillas. The

through political routes. We areand on progressive City

The FARC-EP operates andconfident that the national Councillors. He regarded red-
moves about in the same areagovernment also understands théaiting as an effort to silence critics
they occupy. The supposed contrahecessity to finish with such long,of right-wing politics.

1968. He never became a citizen
because he refused to swear an
oath to the Queen, a remnant I o o
colonialism that he fought to P pI V d dI

poverty and misery for some andreverse for 50 years. eo e S Olce ea’ Ine‘
greater wealth for others. Imagine Charlie Roachwas a good frien

November 1-15 issue: Thursday, Oct. 18
November 16-30 issue: Thursday, Nov. 1
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

negotiations, a solution without Mamolitti’s vicious attack on the
blood, and an understandingParty’s Ontario leader Liz Rowley

drawn - out violence against the The Ontario Committee of the
Communist Party extends deepes
(Published in VOZSept. 19, 2012. sympathy to his wife June, and tg

'q-:

&

2 Trwa N uestra

—

=

number of the armed forceg
casualties peaked not long agd
Clearly, we've also taken hits,
which have been much publicized
by the media. That's what conflict
is. A war is joined according to
circumstances. There are ng
operating rules valid for all
situations. It’'s obvious that
conditions of today are not the
same as those a decade ago, abo
all through the massive use o
military aviation.

Butwe are fighting everyday. In
allblocs ofthe FARC, we undertake
to vary that equation according tg
the moment. Come what may
persisting conflict will entail many
more deaths and great destructiol

Fighting Austerity campaign tour dates Friday, Oct. 26, 7:30 pm
. , . 26, 7:

"La Pennia Nuestra'

v ‘5‘ Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vamcouves

Ontario Communist leader Liz Rowley is on a speaking tour this ih
month, on the topic of "Fighting Austerity in Ontario." Here are

wh
-

F.

the dates and times for these events.

I Y Clark Drive (Clark and Georgria st
e Sl } i > EERL T v AIFIEE 4o . SL}
Toronto - Sun., Oct. 14, 2 pm, OISE, 252 Bloor St. W., Room 5-260. ?'_‘-a_—'_-__'":;’: ;:}.-' <10 Entry

St. Catharines - Tue., Oct. 16, at the Public Library, 54 Church St.
(Rotary Room).

About Vancouweers "La Trova Nuestra’

La L reegs Muesiym b= o I'|I'-||'\.I"'|I'l.| al 20 ndividual trevadores wihn aFlginare
Ottawa 'ThUrSday, Oct. 18,7 pm, Bronson Centre, 211 Bronson Ave. Trowm doress Latin Arerica aid now veskbe 1n Vaneouvoer These trovadores

are the keepers of o mastcal troddon wheh beaon wiekh plioneers of the
Hamilton - Monday, Oct. 22, 7:30 pm, Degroote Centre for Learning, vermacular snng La Trowva Misesd va incorporat s this trsdition interplaving
Rm. 2018, McMaster UniVerSity. mmisle e pocdry SIS fommilation b the essepce of il imilar culture in

ferprelbg daily exgeression.. an expresshon witly orpgins decg witlsin La
Guelph 'TUe., Oct. 23, 5:30 pm, Room 442, Univ. Centre, U Oquelph. Haka Mesiiczo (ol dedd rdots] of Latiin Smerico - an expression of the e s

sive changes within the continesst of Lot Amsenca boday La Trova Muesis
Brampton - SundaYI Oct. 281 2:30 pm, Brampton Soccer centrel caulel be idefimad as  The epcounter Dot wern i nnan. o atital 1l gt
1495 Sandalwood Parkway East, Room 1. Vel ploclsipg e a Betior wiarkd

more sorrow and tears, more
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End the Aggression Against Syria!
Stop the Drive to W ar Against Iran!

The Canadian Peace Congressghts or the prevention of thecolonize the Middle East and - Increase the suffering of theunderthe supervision of the United
condemns the ongoing foreignalleged proliferation of weaponscontrol its vast energy resourcespeople and generate antiNations’ International Atomic
intervention in Syria and theof mass destruction. Thesethroughthe NewMiddle EastPlan.government sentiment, byEnergy Agency (IAEA). Iran has
escalating drive to war against Iranpbjectives cannot be achieved byRather, the concrete threat to peadenposing economic sanctions thatepeatedly stated that its nuclear
and calls for the immediatebreaking diplomatic relations, is the existing conventional andparticularly target energy program is for peaceful purposes

withdrawal of all Canadian, NATO imposing economic sanctions, industries who produce for localand not for military ends. The fact
and foreign mercenary forces fromarming foreign mercenaries, or, ) consumption; of the matter is that neither the
the region. We further call uponforging international campaigns The Canadlan - Increase the active military IAEA nor the U.S. administration

the Conservative government offor regime change and by installing . threat in the region, by deployinghas been able to show any
Stephen Harper to restore anguppetgovernments favourable td government is warships and other military substantiated evidence about the
normalize its diplomatic relations the strategic goals of the majo called upon to resources to the region. weaponization of Iran’s nuclear
with Syria and Iran, and to re-western power. Y These goals all directly serveenergy program. The U.S.
orient Canadian foreign policy  Foreignintervention, sanctionsEssE Vel fOI‘ peace the overall objective of pro- Secretary of Defence, Leon
toward peace, internationaland military aggression only 4 Western regime change in SyriaPanetta, has publicly conceded,
cooperation and solidarity. weaken the human and democratil 101 4 promote "%l and Iran, and the Harper“thereisno evidence thatlranhas
The Harper government’srights of the Syrian and Iranian government has campaigned hard nuclear weapon.”
decision to adopt an internationalpeople, and diminish their ability internationally, to convince other Israelis anuclear weapons state
policy of belligerence, and to doto develop and improve theirnuclear weapons that the US, itgountries to assume similarwith anestimated 200-400 nuclear
so without consulting Parliament,societies. The aftermath of NATONATO allies and Israel constantly policies against both countries. weapons, who has refused to join
is further evidence of its interventionin Libya lastyear, inbrandish in their effort to In the case of Syria, thethe NPT. There is no UN
abandonment of a foreign policywhich Canadian armed forcesdestabilize theregion,todemonizeConservatives have alsosupervision over Israel’'s nuclear
of peace and diplomacy in favourbombed Libyan territory, hasbeergovernments that opposecampaigned aggressivelytocreatactivities. It has pre-emptively
of aggressive and hostiledisastrous for the people of Libyaimperialist plans, and to justify and promote a political oppositionattacked other neighbouring states,
interference in the internal affairswho are now plunged into factionalinterference and war. movement to the government. Inand has threatened Iran with
of sovereign countries. Syria andwarfare. This, plus the catastrophic The Canadian Peace Congresslovember 2011, the NATO military attack many times.
Iran are member states of the&onsequences of the militaryasserts that the direction ofParliamentary Assemblyreceived United States is a nuclear
United Nations and have expressedccupation of Iraq, including the economic, political and social a report that “virtually no one [in weapons state with more than
no hostile intent towards Canadaleaths of over one million Iragis,development in any country is theSyria] is calling for international 10,000 nuclear weapons, and it
or its people. Prime Minister clearlyindicate thatthe mainvictimsole right of the people of thatmilitary intervention” and that has not allowed any inspection of
Harper is actively contributing to of any war is the civilian country to determine, without Syria was “without a clearly its nuclear facilities by the IAEA.
the danger of war, through hostilepopulation. foreign interference. We hold thisidentifiable opposition with The U.S. has used nuclear weapons
policies that are out of step with As in the case of Libya last principle to be true for the against other countries,
the Canadian peoples’year, the drive to interfere in Syriapeople of Canada, as v when it exploded two
longstanding support for peace. and Iran is driven by the strategichold it to be true for the, ; nuclear bombs onJapanand
The Canadian government hasnd economic interests ofpeople of Syria and Irar “x—_h“x = 1 when it used uranium-
allied itself with a minority of imperialist powers. These Wearecompletely oppose : " ] enriched weapons in Iraq.
Western governments who, alongcountries - including the United to any foreign political ol The U.S. also hasrepeatedly
with pro-war forces within Israel States, Britain, the Europeanmilitaryintervention, unde threatened Iran with military
and a few reactionary ArabUnion and Canada - chooseany pretext. This include attack, and has nuclear-
regimes, are seeking new pretextmilitarism and war as their efforts to interfere with an equipped forces currently
for intervention and war. Thesepreferred option for expandingdivert genuine democrati stationed in the region.
include the protection of humantheir spheres of influence anddomestic movements. The Canadian Peace
control over resources and Therole ofthe Canadia Congress supports the
markets. The resultis destructiongovernmentin both of thes October 6 Day of Protest
displacement and despair to therises has been shamef Against War, initiated by
peoples of the developingUnder Stephen Harper the Canadian Peace
countries who have been targetedConservatives, Canada has Alliance. After more than a
Farfrom resolving conflicts, theseabandoned its reputation as grecise political ambitions.” Yet, year of conflict and violent foreign
policies of interference only countrywith anindependentstancgust prior to that report, Canada’sintervention, thousands of Syrian
deepen current crises and escalate international relations, andForeign Affairs Minister John people have died. If governments
the danger to world peace. assumed the posture of a vocaBaird had met with the Syrianlike Canada are allowed to
Pro-war forces have seizedNATO aggressor state. In allNational Council and proclaimed continue their current policies of
upon the many complexities in thedimensions - political-diplomatic, them to be the legitimateaggression, interference and
situations in Iran and Syria, toeconomic and military - Canada’sopposition who has “continuously colonization, thousands more will
promote misinformation and recent policies toward Syria andoutlined their appetite for change.”die. All peace-supporting groups
confusion. The threat to peace irran have been geared toward threlt is unclear how Baird identified in Canada - including trade unions,
the Middle East does not arisegoals: an organized and “legitimate” faith communities and student
from countries who exercise their - Isolate and neutralize source®pposition when NATO could not, groups - need to speak out and
sovereign right to develop theof information that conflict with and it suggests that the Syriam€mobilize against intervention in
nuclear energy industries to buildimperialist aims, by cutting off National Councilislittle more than Syria and Iran and the threat of a
their economies. Nor does itcommunication with the apro-Western puppetgovernmentfar broader war in the region.
. originate with countries who governments and peoples in Syrign-waiting that has beenfashioned The Canadian Peace Congress
PV photo by Ed Bl oppose Western efforts to re-and Iran; by imperialist forces. demands that the Canadian
Furthermore, Canada hagyovernment:
supported the arming of an*Immediately withdraw Canadian
NE ws FOR PEO PL E, estimated 40-60,000 foreignmilitary forces from the region,

mercenaries to fight inside Syria.and oppose military intervention

N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts [/ These mercenaries form thenSyriaand Iran, underany pretext;
L backbone of the Free Syrian Army* Restore diplomatic relations with
and indicate the degree of armedyria and Iran, remove sanctions,
| foreign intervention already and support the peace initiatives
| underway in Syria. The recentof those states and organizations
I
OICE
I
I
0 $30 for 1 year [ $50 for 2 years I have spoken, yet Canada and othll other military alliances:
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year [| interventionist forces continue to* Promote full nuclear
O outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year || Pick sides in an internal matter. disarmament, beginning with the
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Every issue of PeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

people’s

voter turnout than in Canada, andhegotiated end to the war;

a number of independents and Withdraw from NATO, which
government opponents werehas a nuclear first-strike policy
elected and have been included iand complimentary sea- and land-
the cabinet. The Syrian peoplebased ballistic missile systems, and

elections in Syria had a higheradvocating a cease fire and
In the case of Iran, the frenziednuclear stockpiles of the United

And we do more than that-we Name drive to war has obscured certairStates, Israel and NATO;
report and analyze event s from a significantfactsfromthe publiceye:* Adopt a new independent
revolutionary perspective, helping Address Iran is a non-nuclear state and £anadian foreign policy of peace,

signatory to the Nuclear Non-non-intervention and diplomacy

to build the movement s for justice Proliferation Treaty (NPT), and is in international relation®

and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
every p age—in every issue! | 712 |

Postal Code

www.canadianpeacecongress.ca




