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McGill strikers turn up the heat on employer

AT

administration and recently studentswith disabilities and thosé
extended, restricts picketers fronrelying onfinancial aid. “Itisareal |
Montreal’s prestigious McGill speaking to students and facultconcern how seriously the
University, often ranked numberabout their concerns, pushingadministration actually takes wha#
one among Canadian postthem away from campus andstudent’s think,” he says, noting
secondary institutions, is denyinginstructing them to keep quiet. that student’'s are also fighting
justice for non-academic staff, says “McGill is also sending out steep tuition increases.
the union for the workers, who emails to students with misleadingA group of biology professors alsof
have been without a contract forinformation aboutthe strike,” saysrecently publicly backed the
almostayearand fighting a difficult Jessica Rozon, a student at McGillstrikers, citing serious concerns
strike since September 1st. Rozon’s mother is a member ofabout the deterioration of McGill's
The McGill University Non- MUNACA (almosteighty per cent academic standards, especially o
Academic Certified Association of MUNACA’s members are research funding and the qualit
(MUNACA, which is affiliated to women). The strike impacts herof education.
the Public Service Alliance of family,aswellasheracademiclife. “MUNACA is the largest and
Canada) represents 1,700 non- “One computer lab | use nowstrongest union on campus,” sai
academic employees, includingonly has about 24 functioning Faridudin Attar, the president of
library assistants, lab technicianscomputers with just four working the Association of McGill
and clerical administrators. printers, creating problems forUniversity Support Employees
MUNACA is seeking parity with students” Rozon told PV. “The which represents casual, part-tim
other university workers in peoplewhoworkinthelibrary,andand temporary workers. “Many of
Montreal, protection of their really [all campus workers] are our demands [in negotiations] are
pensions, and implementation of averloaded. McGill is not fairly very similar.”
fair wage scale. negotiating and this is a big issue “We've had students,
“These conditions are notfor people.” professors, community members
conducive to education,” “Their working conditions are and the labour movement out i
MUNACA president Kevin our learning conditions,” sayssupport,” Whittaker says. The
Whittaker told People’s Voice, Jamie Burnett, a member of theunion is now turning up the hea
accusing the university of trying McGill student’s union (SSMU). by organizing surprise “flash mob”
to wear down the strikers at theBurnett helped draft a SSMUactions outside the offices of
expense of students and researcbouncil resolution backing the members of McGill's Board of
McGillhas declared the campusstrikers and has joined innumerou§&overnors, which includes
a“nofree-speechzone”accordingactions in support of therepresentatives from major :
to the union. A Quebec SuperiofMUNACA. corporations. Kathy Fazel at theOn the picket line at McGill. Photo from the MUNACA website,
Courtinjunction,demandedbythe The strike particularly impacts Royal Bank of Canada, Martinehttp://munacastrike.wordpress.com
Turcotte at Bell Canada, and
Thierry Vandal at Hydro Quebecon the McGill Board of educationalinstitutions.Ironically,
have all been targeted. Governors,” a speaker said at & business group also recently
“If our union can take on recentstrikerally. ranked the school as one of
Diamond Mines, Canada Postand McGillhasrepeatedly beenratedCanada’s best employers - along
the federal government,itcantakeas one of Canada’s elitewith Air Canadae

Tentative deal In U.S. &el lockout

PV Montreal Bureau

Manitoba NDP elected
to fourth term

By Darrell Rankin, Leader, Communist Party of
Canada-Manitoba

Convinced thatthe Tories were the worse threat, voters in Mar
elected the NDP to its fourth consecutive term in office on Octol
The NDP took 36 out of 57 seats, to 19 for the Tories and one Li
In the context of an escalating global economic crisis, most
supported continuity instead of change as the best survival t

The NDP made minimal promises to improve health care, ex

officers. They were able to keep the Tories on the defensi
untrustworthy and likely to privatize Manitoba Hydro, which 90
cent of people want to keep public.

Fear governed the short stampede to the polls, but the N

slogans managed to reassure voters U “Progress families car
on,” “Let’s keep building” and “Let’s not risk it.”

crisis (0 poverty and the loss of better-paying jobs 0 and the in
of global warming to create worse, perhaps catastrophic floods
province. The NDP’s reassurances can't last long.

The idea that “elections are not the time for complex discuss
was dutifully enforced by the corporate media throughout
campaign. There was a near total blackout of the Communist pla
and scant comment on the Green Party’s platform which cont
some gestures to the “People’s Agenda for Manitoba” raised I
Communists.

One editorial writer in the Winnipeg Free Press called the ele
“one of the most vapid and banal contests in Manitoba history.
business groups led an ineffective campaign for “bold ideas,”
as increasing the number of entrepreneurs. The only meaningf
in “Manitoba Bold’s” full page ads was that the province has
lowest wages in Western Canada.

itobaAs this issue oPeople’s Voice industry is now in foreign hands.whether or not this tentative
erwenttothe printer, active membersye are also confident that thisagreement meets our needs at this
heraNd pensioners of Unitedexperience has prepared us furtheime.”

btepeelworkers Local 1005 in forthe challengeswhichlieahead. Our next issue will report on
hctidamilton were preparing for an  “See you all on Wednesday tolatest developments in this impor-
pafitformation meeting to discuss athat together we can deliberate omant working class struggke.

jobs, education and training, and to fight crime with more pglicéentative agreement reached

e Between the union and U.S. Steel
pe©n Oct. 10.
A news release to Local 1005

Four Directions Walk to End
pprembers, locked out by the Poverty in Manitoba
cdimppany since November 2010,

says, “As you know, the unionhas  Winnipeg's largest annual anti-poverty activity, the Four Directions

The NDP, Tories and corporate media all covered up the ecofongi@yed united as one behind italk will take place on Saturday, October 22. Four walks from the city’s

npdtg¢gotiating committee in its perimeter will meetat the Legislature at 3:00 pm for arally and discussion
in tABposition to company attemptsof the Justice Charter to End Poverty.
to dictate concessions and its Organizers are working to make this fourth annual walk the largest
onk&efusal to take up its socialever, considering the rise in poverty and food bank use G an increase of
theesponsibilities towards its 10,000 to 57,000 a month in the last reported year, 2010.
formamilton Workslabourforce.Local  The Four Directions Walk Committee is looking for sponsoring
hin@805 has stood as one behind thgroups to take on one of the directions, to bring literature and nominate
y thteadfast attempts of theElders or speakers. Drummers are welcome on the walks or at the rally.
negotiating committee to reach arhe group may be reached at (204)792-3871.
tigiegotiated settlement with U.S.
' Bigteel which the workers feel they

su€an accept.
| fact Finally, on Monday, after

Winnipeg Labour Council calls
theleven months ofaphonylockout  fOr action on Wheat Board
and repeated decreed “final offers’,

So what are we left with? After the election, Manitoba Chamb
Commerce head Dave Angus said the main parties are “wan

true.

remind people that public opinion supports keeping Manitoba
greater setbacks.

four candidates on the ballot, reached tens of thousands door t
and brought many closer to our positions. We were greeted
curiosity, warmth, support and recognition at many doors.

Affected by the blackout and the short campaign, Communist
dropped slightly, ranging from 0.6% to 1.0% of the votes in the
ridings. But the Communist Party has full confidence in its Peo
Agenda and will be around in the next election. We have much
to do to make sure the stampede is different the nextdime.

ergome_headway was made angy \janitoba Bureau
erfaggotiations finally took place

around in the dark,” they have “no bold vision for the future,” andthdtroducing a tentative agreement. At its September monthly meeting the Winnipeg Labour Council
the NDP's victory is “not a concern for the Chamber.” All absolugely his will be provided for your unanimously supported a resolution calling on the Canadian Labour

consideration at the informationCongress take urgent measures to block the Conservative government

The debate on real solutions for Manitoba’s many festgringeeting on Wednesday, Octobefrom passing legislation that would kill the Canadian Wheat Board.
problems is stalled. For example, unions carried out a campajgné 2011.

According the resolution, the action should be “in alliance with other
dro “If this entire experience hasLabour, farm, student, women’s, Aboriginal and faith groups.”

public, a defensive effortwhen in fact real change is needed to pfev8iien us anything at all, it is the The vote took place after delegates heard from Bill Toews, an elected

confidence that today Hamilton CWB director and farmer. Toews responded to questions how farming

The Communist Party carried out a vigorous campaign whic h&deelworkers can proudly andhad changed, pointing outthat corporations are becoming an ever larger

h de@nfidently exercise an informedpresence in the farm economy. Toews exposed the dictatorial approach

wiviete, fully aware of the situation of the Conservative Party which ignores the democratic wish of farmers
they face and of their to keep the Board intact.

| otegsponsibilities towards not just The meeting also heard from Manitoba NDP Labour Minister Nancy

fodpemselves and their families, butAllen who urged delegates help inits election campaign, explaining that

hle@lso towards the retirees, the futurghe NDP was facing its greatest threat since itwas elected in 1999. There

wogeneration of workers, their unionwas applause, but one delegate said the NDP still gave millions more last
and their community, as well as thesummer to True North, owners of Winnipeg’s new NHL team, a billionaire
plight of Canada itself whose steebnti-union outfit.e
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Unequal treatment deralls Mlssmg Women Inquiry

Hazel Williams, Jacqueline
Murdock, Brenda Wolfe, Andrea
Joesbury, Elsie Sebastian, Heather
Bottomley, Andrea Borhaven,
Tiffany Drew, and Angela Jardine.
The organizations include the
Assembly of First Nations,
Amnesty International Canada,
B.C. Civil Liberties Association,
Carrier Sekani Tribal Council, Don
Larsen (of Crab Water for Life
Society), Downtown Eastside
Women’s Centre, The Ending
Violence Association of B.C. (EVA
BC), the February 14th Women'’s
Memorial March Committee, First
Nations Summit, Frank Paul
Society, Native Courtworker and
Counselling Association of BC,
Native Women'’s Association of
Canada, Providing Alternatives
Counselling & Education Society
(PACE), Sex Workers United
Against Violence Society, Union
of B.C. Indian Chiefs, Vancouver
Area Network of Drug Users
(VANDU), WISH Drop In Centre

PV Vancouver Bureau W : B, 1 — 2

“Sisters in Spirit” vigils in
dozens of locations on Octobel
4th drew attention to the hundreds =
of missing and murdered womer &%
across Canada, and the failure ¢’
governments and police forces tc ’
make this issue a top priority.

One flashpoint of this crisis hasii s
beenin British Columbia, where a
official “Missing Women
Commission of Inquiry” has lost
public credibility. While millions
of taxpayer dollars are provided to
ensure legal counsel for police
forces which failed to protect
women, the “family friendly”
government of Premier Christy
Clark has rejected such funding tc
other organizations, many of whic
have dropped out of the process

On Sept. 28, 20 of the 21 org
anizations which had been grante
standing to appear before the

inquiry, and another ten supportingrpe \Women's Memorial March held every February 14 pays tribute to murdered and missing

groups, sent the following joint \y,omen in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside. (Photo: K. Cariou) _
letter to Premier Clark. Society (WISH), West Coast

“We write to you as Vancouver's Downtown Eastside,the Commission;thatthe hearingssomeone senior within governmeniWomen’s Legal Education Fund,
organizations directly interestedandfailedto preventit. Thatviolencevhen held, provide a fair and safdo hold an emergency meeting withiVomen’s Equality and Security
in the crucial human rights against this group of vulnerableopportunity for those with every group granted standing inCoalition, Aboriginal Women'’s
concerns at the heart of the Missingvomen continues to this day; theevidence to share theirinformatiorthis Inquiry, either in a group, or Action Network, Canadian
Women Commission of Inquiry, problem has not been solved witland be heard; that groups grantethdividually, to determine howthis Association of Sexual Assault
established by your government’sthe arrest of William Pickton. This standing have representation bycommission of Inquiry may be Centres, Coalition of Childcare
September 27, 2010 Order inCommission is therefore not just degal counsel of their choice, justfixed. We urge your governmenttoAdvocates, EVE (formerly
Council. Regretfully, we write to necessary step, but is only one stegs the police do, so that they mayepair the inquiry process basedExploited Voices now Educating),
advise you thatthis Commissionistowards ending violence againsprobe and engage with theon these consultations so that wéustice for Girls, National Congress
in serious jeopardy. We are askingvomen. Its failure and its loss ofevidence that comes to light; andnay all move forward.” of Black Women Foundation,
for you to intervene in this broken legitimacy amongwomen and girlsthat, when the hearings are Heading the list of signers areUniversity Women’s Club of
process, meet with ourand those that support their safetgoncluded, governmentwill actin 17 families of murdered women:Vancouver, Vancouver Rape Relief
organizations, hear our concernsis a disappointing continuation ofa constructive way in reforming Dianne Rock, Georgina Papin,Society, Poverty and Human
and take steps to ensure that thsuccessive failures of governmentpolicy based on the informationMarnie Frey, Cynthia Dawn Feliks, Rights Centre, Asian Women
Commission lives up to its vital to enact meaningful policies tocollected... Cara Ellis, Mona Wilson, Helen Coalition Ending Prostitution,
mandate to determine why so maneradicate violence againstwomen, “We urge you to appoint MayHallmark, Dawn Crey, Angela Provincial Council of Womer
women’s lives were lost and whatand, in particular, against
canbe doneto preventarecurrenceldigenous women and other
of this tragedy. vulnerable and disadvantaged

“...Allof our organizations share women...
the goal of ending violence against “Our concerns are simple but
girlsandwomen. This Commissionfundamental: that those with
has as a key mandate identifyingnformation critical to the inquiry
the systemic failures that led toare assisted and supported so that
brutal violence againstwomen fromtheir information can come before

e

“*COPE will continue to
defend public education”

fees to make up the shortfall. ButParents fled the public system.
: we saw we could counton COPE tal'eachers’ collective agreements
CLC Says Ott awa mUSt tle t ax candidate for Vancouver defend public education. were stripped. COPE and Vision
; b ; SChOO: B?ard Ig the Nov. 19 Working people - overtime, andtrustees have done our best to
cuts to JO creation ?rltjmte%egnlotﬂé ;goezy_%/\(/)%ssa around the world - have struggleckeep the cuts out of the
OTTAWA - The Canadian Labour Congress says that the fed PE board. She was forfree, democratically controlled, classrooms, but public education
government is getting poor value for the $31 billion that it has provi cted again in 2008 as quality public schools. One of thehas yet to recover from Christy’s
in corporate tax breaks during the past four years. it of the Vision-COPE fathers of public education inshock treatment. _
“The government’s policy of cutting corporate taxes and hoping t jority. This commentary _Canada, Egerton Ryerson stated This is a “make-it or break-it”
the private sector will create jobs is just not working,” says C alse appeared on the in 1847, “Educationis as necessarynomentin BC. We cannot afford a
President Ken Georgetti. “The Finance Minister admits thatthere is rgia Straight website Vancouver School Board made up
of cash sloshing around on corporate balance sheets. They are getting ) of Liberal yes men.

By Jane Bouey, COPE

big tax breaks but sitting on the money rather than creating jobs.” When my son began school, h¢
There are almost 1.4 million Canadians unemployed , well aboveftzed serious learning challenged
number prior to the Great Recession which began in October 2008. Téachers, extraordinary
rate of unemployment in September 2011 was 7.1 % compared to &chégnpions for my son, shared tear
in October 2008. The jobless rate for young people in August was 148t me as they explained thatif he
Georgetti says that the Canadian economy and those of ottegtjust started a few years earlie

| am proud to currently serve as
Vice Chair of the School Board.
Visionand COPE have worked well
together - disagreeing sometimes,
but always keeping our eyes on
the big picture. We have been

vocal and visible advocates for
public education. Together we
have helped force the province to
come up with a bitmore money for
education and seismic upgrades.
Together we have worked with the
Aboriginal community to move
ahead with bold new ideas.

industrialized countries are slowing down while unemployment remaireswould have received the suppo
high. “We have to create new jobs and the government has failed tbé&ieneeded. When | successfully
corporate tax cuts to job creation by the private seaor.” advocated for such supports,
soon realized these scarcs
resources would be taken from
another child. | began to see th
big picture.

Gradually | understood that

| I/ e e |
 Here's my contribution
: to the PV Fund Drive! : thousands of students - thosé/ancouverTrusteeJaneBouey  \ith COPE atthetable, we have
living in poverty, students for continued the groundbreaking

I whom English was an additionalas light. It should be ascommon atGBTQ work begun under the
language, Aboriginal students,water and as free as the air.'COPEBoardin2002-2005. We have

I Enclosed please find my donation of $

|t0 the 201 People's/oice Press Fund Drive. ] lesbian, gay, bisexual, Inclusive, relevant and engagingspoken out against child poverty
I I transgendered and questioningpublic schools teach critical and stopped the closure of five
Name . (LGBTQ) students - all faced thinking and even have the poweeastside schools.

I parriers to having their uniqueto liberate. Whether part of a majority, orin
| Address 1 learning needs met. This election is taking place opposition, and no matterwhoisin
| City/town | | joined others inthe community with the backdrop of the teachers’power provincially, | will continue

advocating for full funding of public job action, provoked by a premierto fight for well resourced schools
| . ;
I Prov Postal Code g education. We were angered byrying to relive her “glory years”. so that every student can learn to

T NPA school boards who wereAs minister of education, shethe best of their ability. You can
|Senq/ourcontributiorto: I reluctant to stand up for ourpresided over massive fundingcount on COPE trustees to stand
| People's Wice 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1 I students. Those Boards looked teuts. Students who face barriersip for public education - just like
B e o e e e e e e e e e owwwwwe dl  COPPOrate funding, fundraising andto learning were hurt the most.we have for 40 yeare.
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EDIT ORIALS BB THE PROTESTS ARE

GROWING..| WANT A
POUTICALLY CORRECT
WORD FOR 'PROFITS.

B ]

Occupy (your city)

To paraphrase the famous Russian Nikolai Chernyshevsky, tt I
road to revolution takes many unexpected twists and turns. Wt

could have predicted a year ago that Tunisia would be the gpa
for a series of uprisings, or that the magazine Adbusters woul
initiate an occupation of Wall Street which now involves teng of
thousands?

In both cases, circumstances were ripe for a popular upsurge.
every capitalist country, eventhe U.S. empire itself, unemploynjen
poverty, and inequality feed the sense of desperation and givd bir
to awide range of fightback strategies. The most advanced strygg|
are in countries such as Greece, where revolutionary Comnjuni
parties with significant working class support are building brgad
militant struggles around key demands.

Starting without a declared political aim, the Occupy Wall Stfee
movement combines rage against oppression and poverty witifho — ﬂ*- L LR
for a better world. These sentiments are moving millions intq tht l = —
streets, and Occupy is spreading like wildfire. : 1;', . E; l:;

The challenges faced by this openly anti-capitalist but extrenelw=—=*._ f b ¥
diverse crusade are enormous. But the decision to rise up togett LW
against corporate domination is a powerful and liberating act, it
enormous potential. Through their bold attempt to defeat the Sy$te
the “99 percenters” will learn more about social change than
textbook could teach.

This movement deserves the unhesitating support of a
progressive activists. More “occupations” will begin in cities acros
North America in mid-October. We urge our readers to jump injan
help build these struggles, taking People’s Voice and socialist ideas
into the debates. Our next issue will report on the progress of this

1) Letter Edi
S ¢ to the tor
unique political development.

Tough times for neo-cons? Reader comment on Sri Lanka article

The ultra-rich are getting a tough ride these days, althoughltheir | am gravely concerned about2000 years ago”. The root of theRamdass explains who has true
bloated profits will do much to soothe hurt feelings. Some dvethe Labour Day issue’s articleproblem is that the Sinhaleseresponsibility for this demand:
complain of being “demonized”! Typical of these whiners is Daphnendian Communists Debate Tamilconsider Sri Lanka to be their“But it should not be forgotten
Guinness. Profiled recently in tNew YorkerDaphne is famous fof ~ Issue”inthe People’s Voice whichcountry where the Tamils have nathat it is the refusal of successive
her wardrobe of 2,500 garments, 450 pairs of shoes, 200 handbagktes “Sri Lanka’s Tamils werebusiness to be.” bourgeois-landlord governments
and vast quantities of the finest gold, silver and jewels. No douljt tHargely brp_ught from Tamil Nadu pnfortpnately the People’sto cpn_cede autonomy to thg Tamil
sight of Ms. Guinness has helped spark the ire of thousandd wity the British as labourers.” EvenVoice article not only suggests amajority areas, the breaking or
support Occupy Wall Street. We can only hope that this movefnetfie chauvinist Sri Lankan misrepresentation of the positionscuttling and again of agreements
continues to afflict our corporate masters. Big turnouts at the|Ocglovernment’'s own census showsf the Indian Communist Parties,arrived at that finally brought the
15 “occupy everything” anti-corporate rallies across North Ameficghis is simply not true, the lastlet alone facts on the ground, buseparatist slogan to the forefront.”
would be a good step in this direction. complete census (1989) showsloes so in a way that plays right Two years ago thousands of

Onthe political side, the Harperites and their ilk have taken g feWamils who had been in SriLankainto the hands of the mostTamils, some waving LTTE
good whacks this fall. Firstit was Toronto Mayor Rob Ford, whpsé&ince ancient times outnumberedeactionary chauvinists. (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Elaam)
bombast has been popped like a balloon by the red-hot neefile B&mils broughtby the Britishfrom  As Ramdass explains, “Whatisflags, blockaded highways in
public opinion. The Mayor’s sudden implosion helped drag Tjoryindia by over 2 to 1 (2.1 million vs generally referred to as the "ethnicToronto to bring attention to the
Tim Hudak’s far-right gang to defeat in the Ontario provingialunder 1 million). As the CPI(M)’'s problem’isinfactthe problem of agenocidal war (CPI Tamil Nadu
election, just two days after the Manitoba Tories were rejectdd bRamdass discussed in his articleninority nationality - the SriLanka state secretary D. Pandian called it
voters in that province. We also note the interesting victory of fredDevelopments in Sri Lanka” in Tamil people - whose aspirationsthatin the party'slew Ag&Veekly
Tory” Alison Redford in the race for her party’s leadersHip, the theoretical journdlhe Marxist - and legitimate demands have beedul. 9, 2011 “CPI for Solidarity with
becoming the firstwoman premier of Alberta. (Redford immediafelyVol. 3, No. 2, April-June 1985) denied by the ruling classes.”Sri Lankan Tamils”), concen-
reversed over $100 million in education cutbacks; will other prenjiersThe Jaffna Tamils had emigratedAlthough the Indian communiststration-camp roundups of the Tamil

will follow this worthy example?) to Sri Lanka, then Ceylon, aboutare against Tamil separationpeople and, whether one agrees
A few swallows do not necessarily make a spring, of course. with them or not, the leading force
There is little sign that the right-wing Saskatchewan Prty for their national liberation which
governmentwill be defeated next month. And nobody expects th% 0 istheLTTE.
Ontario’s Dalton McGuinty or Manitoba’s Greg Selinger wjill COPICS COllI't comes to TO].‘OIltO The Canadian government
embark on a progressive agenda. But it's inspiring to see|that N _ . ~ targetsfordeportation Tamils who
working people, in various ways, are starting to challenge| the Anetworkofconcerned citizensbrutality during the G8 Summit  have ties to the LTTE and the
corporate agenda. will convene a popular tribunalin - threats of back-to-work struggle for national liberation. We
Torontoto try politicians and their legislation, undermining collective must refrain from any dodges on
friends - tax-evading and profit- bargaining the facts of nationhood and the

piling millionaires and big - increased poverty throughprinciple of self-determination,
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Group s demand to prosecute Bush for torture

deny entry or to arrest Bush and
other officials of his administration

Just weeks after hundreds ofeasonably suspected of war
people held a loud, angry rallycrimes. That is why we are asking
outside a $500 dinner in Vancouveryou to do the right thing and cancel
featuring Dick Cheney, George W.Bush'’s appearance.”
Bushand BillClintonare scheduled Watts insists the event will
to speak at the Surrey Regionaproceed, despite growing public
Economic Development Forumoutrage about the invitation to
hosted by Surrey Mayor DianneBush.
Watts. Meanwhile, on Sept. 29, the New

Bush’s ideas on “economicYork-based Center  for
development” remain a closely-Constitutional Rights (CCR) and
guarded mystery, but a livelythe Canadian Centre for
protest is planned outside thenternational Justice (CCIJ)lodged
Sheraton Guildford hotel wherea detailed indictment, urging the
the Forumwillbe held. The rally is Attorney General of Canada to
being organized by StopWar,open a criminal investigation
Vancouver’s broad-based anti-against Bush for his role in
war coalition, together with the authorizing and overseeing his
Fraser Valley Peace Council ancadministration’s well-documented
other groups. Protesters willtorture program.
gather at 11:00 am on Oct. 20, at Earlierthisyear, CCR, supported

the parking lot beside the Bay atoy CCIJ and more than 60The rally is being organized by Vancouver's StopWar coalition,
the southwest corner of 152 Stinternational human rights together with the Fraser Valley Peace Council and other groups.
and 104 Ave., across the streedrganizations, called on Swissprotesters will gather at 11:00 am on Oct. 20, at the parking lot
fromthe Forum. authorities to prosecute Bushpeside the Bay at the southwest corner of 152 St. and 104 Ave.,

In an open letter to Watts, thebased on evidence setting out higcross the street from the Forum where Bush is to speak.
protest organizers say, “We areole in the U.S. torture program.

PV Vancouver Bureau

War Criminal

Eisenbrandt, Legal Director of CCIJ.
“There is grave evidence that
former President Bush sanctioned
and authorized acts of torture, not
only inviolation of Canadian laws,
but also of international treaties
that Canada has ratified. It is
therefore clear that our government
has both the jurisdiction and the
obligation to prosecute Bush
should he set foot again on
Canadianterritory.”

According to the indictment,
ex-President Bush bearsindividual
and command responsibility for
the acts of his subordinates, as
well as for his failure to prevent or
punishillegal acts. In particular, he
is alleged to have authorized or
overseen enforced disappearance
and secret detention, exposure to
extreme temperatures, sleep
deprivation, punching, kicking,
isolation in “coffin” cells for
prolonged periods, threats of bad
treatment, solitary confinement,
and forced nudity.

Canadaandthe U.S. are among
147 countries which have signed

writing to ask you to rescind your Bush cancelled his February triptocountry has been willing to former presidents of the Unitedthe U.N. Convention Against
invitation to George W. Bush... Switzerland at the last minute, ainvestigate and prosecute Bush'States - must be held to accountorture, which commits them to
Bush is a war criminal, guilty of move that many speculated wagriminal acts, leaving the victims of and prosecuted. We urge Canadpromptly investigate, prosecute,
authorizing torture and launchingmotivated by fear of arrest. his torture policies without anyto put an end to impunity for and punish torturers.
anillegalwaronlraqbasedonlies. “George Bush has openlyjustice or accountability. CanadaBush.” The indictment prepared by
Bush should not be allowed a safadmitted that he approved the usé a signatory to the Convention “Canada has a strong legalCCR and CCIJ, along with more
haven in Surrey or anywhere elsef torture against men held in U.SAgainst Torture, and has anframework andthere is absolutelythan 4,000 pages of supporting
in Canada. Thus far, the federatustody,” said Katherine obligation to investigate Bush for no ambiguity in our criminal code materials, are available at: http://
government in Ottawa hasGallagher, Senior Staff Attorney athis leadership role in the U.S.when it comes to committing or ccrjustice.org/ourcases/current-
shamefully failed in its duty to CCR. “Despite this admission, notorture program. Torturers - evenallowing torture,” said Matt cases/bush-torture-indictmers.

PROFUNC guestions remain unanswered

—

The latest attempts to get the | .. : LS | o w_|
full truth about the RCMP’s anti- o T2 i s S I i S e kg IS i UERH) NS e R D v e
communist PROFUNC operation, b — 11— +H--= 1 P e e [ B e : ' -
which lasted from 1950 until 1983, ik e (R =L
have runinto abrick wall, as federa LAt o =
Conservative cabinet ministers fail e
to provide any useful information i Ed M WL
about the program.

PROFUNC - or “PROminent
FUNCtionaries ofthe Communist * | = = = !
Party” - was set up at the height o : ; .
the Cold War witch-hunt to track
leaders, members and supporter | = = | | | | =] _ |
ofthe CommunistParty of Canada " s | &4 ‘sn) | & iy irm Ty W 9 B ) W W (A S SOMIE | 10 ) 0] MR | TR
as well as many Canadians witl - = | |'.".':-! T -'.'1. a:'. o . mol s ate| . .-'-:i. .. i:".'.. . 165 1'«1.2:' ="_ FER T Lk T RE R
other political views. bl sidrmen fur piokoe) T

Under the direction of RCMP R Y
Commissioner Stuart Taylor — P 7etal Ur Bamew Tawad | -

Wood, this blacklistgrew to include PEbeahite W IT K W Qe 1 = e

some 16,000 “suspected com ; T e S ; | 17

munists” and 50,000 “communist e T T ot L L ST R :
sympathizers” to be observed ant oo Lol i Bt ;

potentially interned during a state e ' -

of emergency. The identities wereThis page from PROFUNC files shows how the database was organized in spreadsheets.
filed at Mountie detachments

PROFUNC RECAFITULATION 10123 ’ ol

By Kimball Cariou

Davies’ questions “would require
a manual search and analysis of
the approximately 80,000 remaining
records at LAC with no guarantee
that the records contain the
information requested.”

As for other questions raised
by Davies, the answers are equally
vague. Some RCMP Security
Service members who had worked
on PROFUNC remained in the
RCMP, otherstransferred to CSIS,
but details are not available.
Regarding “information sharing”
with U.S. agencies, “the RCMP is
unable to determine if any of the
information in question was
shared.”

As the leadership of the
Communist Party pointed out in
October 2010, episodes such as
the arrest of over 1,100 protesters
during the G20 Summitin Toronto
prove that while PROFUNC may
be history, the capitalist state’s
reliance on mass suppression of
civil rights and democratic

across the country, with a separatehanges to remove barriers whictPublic Safety, and to James Moorein accordance with the Governmenfreedoms has not ended.

arrestdocument for each potentiaCommunists and others faced irMinister of Canadian Heritage andSecurity Policy...”

The Party has demanded an

internee. These forms weretrying to cross the Canada-U.SOfficial Languages. In other words, yes, the official apology, extending to the
updated regularly, including border. These changes effectively Davies raised several questionsPROFUNC information went families of all those individuals
descriptions, photos, vehicle dataended PROFUNC by forcing theincluding whether the governmentsomewhere. who were targeted under the
and even notes on “escape routeRCMP to scrap the list. would disclose names on the ThereplyfromToewsisslightly PROFUNC plan. And it continues
fromthe residences of those onthe The background of PROFUNC PROFUNC list upon request, andonger, indicating that the to urge the entire labour and
list. The children of detainees werewas first revealed about a decadasking what was done with thePROFUNC materials were eitherdemocratic movement - the main
to be sent to relatives or internedago, and then covered extensivelylata after 1983. In particular, wasdestroyed, transferred to CSIS “fortarget of the drive to criminalize
with their parents. ina CBC program last year. Sincethe database turned over to theustodial purposes only,” or sentdissent in Canada - to demand a
Prominent non-communiststhen, the Communist Party ofnewly-formed Canadian Securityto Library and Archives Canadacomplete and final end to the policy
were onthe PROFUNC ist, sucha£anada has been attempting tintelligence Service (CSIS), or to(LAC) “for long-term archival of drawing up plans for the mass
Saskatchewan Premier Tommyseekfurtherinformation. This effortthe U.S. government? purposes.” To attempt to answercrushing of opposition forcee.
Douglas, who campaigned forhas been complicated by privacy The responses provided three
universal Medicare in Canada andaws which prevent full disclosure months later are brief and
for global disarmament. During theof the names of individuals on theunhelpful. Moore’s reply to the R E DS O N T H E W E B
19700ctober Crisis, PROFUNC was?ROFUNC ist. first question is simply that the
used to help detain hundreds of The CPC sought the assistancénformation sought by individuals www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

so-called Front de libération duofVancouver EastNDP MP Libby is “usually” released. As for the
Québec suspects, most of whonavies, well-known as a strongbroader questions, his answer ig
had no affiliation with the FLQ or progressive voice for civil liberties. “Any documentation of this nature
the Communist Party. OnJune 6, 2011, Davies submittedvould have been transferred eithe

During the early 1980s, Solicitor formal written inquiries to Vic to CSIS, to the then National
General Robert KaplanintroducedToews, the federal Minister of Archives of Canada or disposed of
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What's behind the W all Street protest s?

#occupyWallStreetcampaignwas They haven’t been widely distract media outlets from why protest movementis changing and
initially organised by the magazinereported in the mainstream mediathe protesters were there in theventhough the original Adbusters
Adbusters, butis now administerecand when they have, reports havérst place. call referenced Tahrir Square, the
by a vertical cohort of groups andturned on police brutality rather TheNew York Timebas been Occupy Wall Street movement

Protesters have been occupyingndividuals on social media. Groupsthan what the protest is all aboutcriticised for missing the point in gestures to a far more diffuse set of
Wall Street and dodging mace-inmore than 40 cities across the US his isn't altogether surprising. the article. Gina Bellafante wrote:goals: “Compared to other large-
wielding police since Sept. 17. Whyand internationally have joined in.One protester told thelY Daily “The group’slack of cohesionandscale protests I'd attended in my
are they there? Commentators The protests have been gettindNews*l was shocked because itits apparent wish to pantomimelife - the WTO protest in
looking for one single demand arebigger and bigger, and they'veseemed like one person afteprogressivism rather than
missing the point. been graced by progressiveanotherwas being brutally tackled practice itknowledgably is
Young women being pepper-luminaries such as Susan Sarandaand itwasn’t clear why”. The many unsettling in the face of the
sprayed by cops on Wall Street? Aand Michael Moore, but unlessvideos in circulation of protesterschallenges so many of its
protest movement claiming toyou closely follow alternative getting zapped with pepper spraygeneration face.”
represent 99 percent of themedia the protests might haveprovide clear evidence of police Some progressive media
population? Missed it? Theescaped your attention. zealotry - but have also served t@utlets have been less tha
enthused too. Lauren Ellis
in Mother Jonessays the &
campaign is “lacking
traction” and lists four
reasons why - including
police brutality beinginthe
spotlight rather than the
protesters’ concerns, and
for a “kitchen-sink” approach she Washington DC in 2000, various
summarises thusly: “First makeanti-war protests throughout the
noise, then decide what the noisearly naughts - the aggravating
is all about.” causes here were less abstract.

National Public Radio These were not Americans
Ombudsman Edward Schumacherdecrying foreign policy. They were
Matos explains why the radio Americansin debt, Americans out
network hadn’t given the protestsof work. This “day of rage’ was
any coverage in this post. Heinspired by personal injustices,
quotes NPR'’s executive directorbest illustrated by anecdote rather
fornews, Dick Meyer: “The recent than data. Along with all the familiar
protests on Wall Street did notrighteous ire at corporate sway in
involve large numbers of people,our supposedly democratic
prominent people, a greatpolitical system, there were tales of
disruption or an especially clearjoblessness, debt, and
objective.” desperation.”

Inadvertently, Bellafante and Ed Pilkington inUK Guardian
Meyer might have gotitright. It's concurs, writing, “The protests
very apparent that there is no ongvere alament for a nationin which,
single reason drawing protestergiespite the 2008 meltdown, the
to Wall Street and to other protestsfinancial system remains largely
One “clear objective” and group unregulated, where 46 million

From the Australian-based
New Matilda independent
media website
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Declaration of the
Occupation of New York City

This document was accepted by the New York CityThey have influenced the courts to achieve

General Assembly on September 29, 2011. samerights as people, with none of the culpabilit
As we gather together in solidarity to expressrasponsibility.

feeling of mass injustice, we must not lose sight of They have spent millions of dollars on legal teal

what brought us together. We write so that dtat look for ways to get them out of contracts

people who feel wronged by the corporate forcesgards to health insurance.

of the world can know that we are your allies. They have sold our privacy as a commodity.
As one people, united, we acknowledge the They have used the military and police force]

reality: that the future of the human race requirgsevent freedom of the press. They have delibergtelya few days after it all started: “We

the cooperation of its members; that our systemhaclined to recall faulty products endangering li
must protect our rights, and upon corruption @f pursuit of profit.

thecohesion justisn’t the name of theamericans live below the official
orgame - so perhapsit's notsurprisingoverty line, and where inequality
that the media has taken a while t¢s greater now than at any time
mstwig to what's going on. since 1929.”
in  The protests started very small David Weidner, writing in
and not all the protesters whoMarket Watchis in touch with the
turned up have the same reasonsame rage and desperation; he just
to for doing so. As Eli Schmitt wrote placed aslightly differentemphasis.
“If you want to know how a
esstill don’t know exactly what the nation supposedly by and for the
demands are. One of the membefgeople has become uprooted, one

that system, it is up to the individuals to protect They determine economic policy, despite the of our group, in discussing theonly needs to see how common

their own rights, and those of their neighboursatastrophic failures their policies have produd
thata democratic governmentderivesits just powaand continue to produce.

from the people, but corporations do not seek They have donated large sums of money
consent to extract wealth from the people and theliticians, who are responsible for regulating the

edcriteria for a good demand, notedyoung people, who are suffering
that Americans like to "getso badly in this recession, were

tosomething’ out of a political action. humiliated further by trying to

m.Repeal, enact, ban. We wanexercise their given right to

Earth; and that no true democracy is attainableThey continue to block alternate forms of eneflgy visible, measurable outcomes.” peacefully protest. Ifthis is justice,

whenthe process is determined by economic power keep us dependent on oil.
We come to you at a time when corporations, which They continue to block generic forms of medici
place profit over people, self-interest over justicéhat could save people’s lives or provide relief

The 99 percenters did getaroundtd rather break the law.
neto issuing a list of their “one  “The bankers who brought us
in demands” in response to thehis mess notonly walk free, they

and oppression over equality, run our governmentsder to protectinvestments that have already tufnednedia’s desire for “one cleardrive free in Bentleys paid for by

We have peaceably assembled here, as is our rightpbstantial profit.
to let these facts be known. They have purposely covered up oil spil

They have taken our houses through an illegatcidents, faulty bookkeeping, and inacti
foreclosure process, despite not having the originagiredients in pursuit of profit.
mortgage.

They have taken bailouts from taxpayers witlearful through their control of the media.
impunity, and continue to give Executives They have accepted private contracts to m
exorbitant bonuses. prisoners even when presented with serious do

They have perpetuated inequality andbout their guilt.
discrimination in the workplace based on age, the They have perpetuated colonialism at home
colour of one’s skin, sex, gender identity anabroad. They have participated in the torture
sexual orientation. murder of innocent civilians overseas.

They have poisoned the food supply through They continue to create weapons of m
negligence, and undermined the farming systetestruction in order to receive governmg
through monopolization. contracts.*

They have profited off of the torture, Tothe peopleoftheworld, we,the New YorkC
confinement, and cruel treatment of countle§deneral Assembly occupying Wall Streetin Libe
animals, and actively hide these practices.  Square, urge you to assert your power.

They have continuously sought to strip Exerciseyourrightto peaceably assemble; occ
employees of the right to negotiate for better payblic space; create a process to address the proli

They purposefully keep people misinformed j
u

demand”. It's not one objective, money looted through toxic
s, but many - some of which aremortgages, trading debacles and
e extremely abstract. derivative madness. Regulators,
As Schmitt observes, theprosecutors and an admin
nd protests underway in Wall Streetistration patsy to big finance do
and across America don’t looknothing except hand out US$1.3
demuch like the anti-globalisation trillion in bailout cash and
Ubtprotests of the early 2000s. Theyuarantees.®

and safer working conditions. we face, and generate solutions accessibl
They have held students hostage with tens@feryone.

thousands of dollars of debt on education, which To all communities that take action and foim
groups in the spirit of direct democracy, we offer
They have consistently outsourced labour asdpport, documentation, and all of the resources g

is itself a human right.

used that outsourcing as leverage to cut workeaalir disposal. Join us and make your voices heaqrd i

MEENITEENE e 27 (* These grievances are not all-inclusive.)




7 e PEOPLE’S VOICE ¢ OCTOBER 16-31, 2011

Cuban Five
prisoner
released “under
supervision”

Special to PV

The first of five Cubans
imprisoned in the United States
since 1998 was released on Frida:
October 8. But Rene Gonzalez
remainsin grave danger, forbidde
from returning home for three morg
years because a court orde
requires that he remain under US
supervision.

Rene Gonzalez wasreleased fror
the Marianna federal prison in
Florida after more than 13 years
behind bars. He had asked to b
allowedtoreturnto Cuba, but Judg
Joan Lenard of the US district court—
for southern Florida rejected theRene Gonzalez
request on September 16.

“He has no family in the United

]

Let Rene Gonzalez return to Cuba!

Statement from the U.S. callin_g "Re.ne“ an “enemy of 2001, butfor more than 50 years. A
National Committee to Free America with “American blood scourge that over those years has
the Cuban Five. Oct. 7. 2011 °N his hands.” These_ utperly falsekilled atleast 3,478 people, most of
’ T charges are a clear incitement téthem Cuban but also many others
Rene Gonzalez, one of the fiveviolence, and demonstrate all todncluding 11 Guyanese and five
men known as the Cuban Fiveclearly the necessity of allowing North Koreans killed in the 1976
today willwalk out of Federal Prison Rene to returnimmediately to Cubabombing of Cubana Airlines Flight
in Marianna, Florida. He willwalk  The very fact that a man who the455 and an Italian (Fabio di Celmo)
out with his head held high aftergovernment called a “spy” and akilled in a hotel bombing in 1997.
more than 13 years in prison‘threat to national security” is Thousands more have been
having served his utterly unjustrequired to remain in the Unitedseriously injured by the terrorists.
sentence with complete dignity.States, rather than being Reneand hisbrothers-Gerardo
He has beenamodel prisoner, eveimmediately deported, demeon Hernandez, Fernando Gonzalez,
while suffering the indignity of strates quite clearly what theAntonio Guerrero, and Ramon
being inhumanely deprived visitsprosecution and persecution is alLabanino - can be proud that they
from hiswife formorethan 11years.about. The government nevercame tothe United States, unarmed
Unable to afford Rene even thethought for one minute that Reneand risking their lives, to fight that
smallvictory of his release, howeverand his brothers were “spies” or ascourge by infiltrating the right-
the U.S. government insists ornf‘threatto national security”; iftthey wing terrorist groups based in
punishing him and his family evendid, they would be putting Rene onMiami who were responsible for
more by requiring him to remain in the first plane back to Cuba. Insteadthat terrorism, and exposing their
Florida for the three years of histhe punishment meted out to Renengoing plots. The U.S.
parole, even though Rene has nand his brothers was all abougovernment helped organize,
familyin Floridaand hislifewillbein protecting the terrorists who servefinance, and direct the actions of
dangerfromthe veryterroristgroupghe interests of the U.S. governmenthose terrorist groups from the
he helped to infiltrate. by trying to destabilize the Cubanbeginning, and protected them
That danger cannot begovernment and overturn thefrom the consequences of their
underestimated. Florida Con-Cuban Revolution. actions. It continued that
gressperson lleana Ros-Lehtinen Cuba has suffered the scourgeollaboration and protection by
was quoted in th&liami Herald ofterrorismnotjustsince Sept. 11arresting Rene and the others,
ey r— — and continues that protection

States. He wantsto return home to Cuba with his wife and two daugh
His wife has been deported so she’s not allowed to come to the US,”
Rene’s lawyer, Philip Horowitz. “Our contention is that it's three yeg
of additional punishment away from his family.”

Upon his release, Rene was met by his two daughters, and his
and brother. U.S. authorities denied a visa to allow his wife, O
Salanueva, to be present for the occasion. For his own safety, Reng
taken to an undisclosed location pending a legal appeal of the ord
remain in the United States.

Rene Gonzalez was arrested in 1998 with Gerardo Hernandez, R4
Labanino, Antonio Guerrero and Fernando Gonzalez, and convicte|
espionage charges in Miami in 2001. The five had never spied o
United States; their task was to monitor terrorist groups based in Mig
and in fact they turned over evidence of the criminal actions of th
groups to the FBI.

Typically, foreigners are deported from the United States to t
home country once they have served a prison sentence, even whe
are released on parole. But Gonzalez has dual US-Cuban citizens
technicality which the judge used to delay his return home. Bor
Chicago, he went back with his family to Cuba in 1961.

Cuba has demanded Gonzalez's immediate return, accusing
Obama administration of waging a political vendetta. Former Culi
leader Fidel Castro has expressed fears that Gonzalez will be ke
the mercy of unpunished murderers for three long years.” Fi
called the order for Gonzalez’s supervised release “brutal, clu
and expected,” accusing Washington of “engendering mons
like (Luis) Posada Carriles and Orlando Bosch,” Cuban exiles
are responsible for blowing up a Cuban airlinerin 1976, killing all
on board.

with the unjust punishment of
Rene and the other four.

That same government
continues to this day to resist
Venezuela’'s valid extradition
request for the most notorious
terrorist of them all, Luis Posada
Carriles, responsible not only the
1976 plane bombing which took
the lives of 73 people, but also for
the torture of numerous
Venezuelans when he was part of
the secret police in that country.

If the U.S. government wants
to continue to claim it is engaged
in a “war on terror,” it can help
back up that claim with some very
simple actions. Allow Rene
Gonzalez to return to Cuba
immediately, free the remaining
members of the Cuban Five and
allow them to return to Cuba as
well, extradite Luis Posada Carriles
to Venezuela, and arrest the other
known terrorists in Miami. Until
those acts have been performed,
any claims by the U.S. government
of “fighting terrorism” will
continue to ring hollowe

Anti-fracking activists arrested in Alberta

PV Vancouver Bureau

$50 million and potentially more arrested for standing on a road ti&ainai Resources Incorporated,Tribe to peacefully gather on our

revenue in the future, in return forblock company vehicles. Wethe gas and oil companies, théand and demand justice. We were
Inrecentissues, People’s Voiceallowing the companies to accesseprint here excerpts from amedia, the Energy Resourcesn unarmed group of people who

has reported several times on th&29,280 acres of land onthe Kainastatement by

Elle-Maija Conservation Board, and variousnumbered less than twelve at any

growing controversy around (Blood) reserve, for oil and gasTailfeathers, who was arrestedevels of government including giventime. We remained on Blood

“fracking”, the process of injecting exploration.
water, chemicals and sand under Blood Tribe members who fearCrop Eared Wolf.
high pressure,

together with Lois Frank and Jill Indian and Northern Affairs Tribe land and did not step foot on
Canada but still our rights werethe well site. We treated those
causingthe consequences ofthisdeal have “On September 9, 2011, weviolated. Countlesstimes, we weravorking on the well along with the

underground shale rock tobeen raising questions andgathered peacefully on the roadold thatthis was a matter betweersecurity personnel with respect.

“fracture”, releasing natural gastoengaging in various forms ofleading to a newly built Murphy members of the Blood Tribe and

“After being told by the law

flow through pipes to the surface peaceful opposition. On Sept. 9 Oilwellonthe Blood Reserve. After the Blood Tribe Chief and Council. enforcement officers present that

As the documentary film three women from the Tribe werenearly a year of doing everything

Gaslandreveals, this process is
held responsible for devastating
impacts to the health of humans .
and animals across the Unitec

BLOOD
RESERVE

FIRST NATIONS

in Canada. While there is a,
temporary moratorium in Quebec, =
fracking is quickly becoming ahugelt
industry in western Canada.
Inthe autumn of 2010, Kainaiwa 4
Resources Inc. - a corporatior = =
owned by the Blood Tribe, part of
the Blood Confederacyin southerr.
Alberta-signed anagreementwith  For information,

Murphy Oil and Bowood Energy. . - i
Opponents say the five year lease visithttp://

deal netted the Blood Tribe at leastProtectbloodland.ca

“But as members of the Bloodthe Blood Tribe Chiefand Council
in our power to stop hydraulic Tribe, we were never asked whetherefused to meet with us, we were
fracturing from occurring on our or not we wanted these wells builtgiven no other option but to stand
land, we feltthattime was nolongerin the first place. There was noour ground and refuse that any of
on our side. referendum, no vote, and nothe Murphy Oil vehicles carrying
‘With the imminent threat of transparent consultation procesghese harmful chemicals be allowed
hydraulic fracturing about to If any objective body were to look to leave the well site and enter
begin on Blood Tribe land, we atthe facts, they would see that thé&ibal land.
decided that we had to actactual peoplewholiveonthisland “At this point, Lois Frank, Jill
immediately. Overthe lastyear, wewere both ignored and lied to.  Crop Eared Wolf, and myselfwere
have written letters and created “The fact is that we are aall arrested and handcuffed by the
petitions, we have tried to raisemarginalized population that hasBlood Tribe Police while RCMP
awareness both within ouronce again, been exploited byofficers stood by. Just after 9 pm,
community and beyond including those in power. We have been castie were all placed ina Blood Tribe
founding Kainai Earth Watch andinto alegal no man’s land and weréholding cell and held without
the Protect Blood Land website left with few other recourses at that
we have repeatedly contacted thearticular moment but to exercise
Blood Tribe Chief and Council, our right as members of the Blood

see FRACKING, p. 11
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i Ineffectiveness of Colombia’s call on corporations, big banks,their workplace and later fired,
New tljlals for Action Plan”-to key lawmakers. and the financial industry to dobecause they brought their case t(I)\IeW YOfk |ayS Of f
Bahrain health Hundreds of union members tooktheir part to create good jobs, stogourt. A sit-in by the workers hasschool staff
partinalobby on Capitol Hilltelling foreclosuresand pay their fair sharéeen taking place since late June in
workers Congress to vote “No” on the of taxes.” front of South Korea’s Ministry  Inthe biggestsingle civic layoff

) Colombia trade agreement and Trumkaraised several demandsfor “Gender Equality” atthe Plaza.since New York Mayor Michael

_ Bahr_am has responded_toproposed trade deals with Koreacorporations must be forced to A 45-year-old woman, who Bloombergtook office in 2002, 672
mtern_atlonal pressure by orderindand Panama. invest in job creation, banksworked at a subcontractor ofschool workers lost their jobs on
a retrial for 2_0 medical pe_rsonnel The action plan was agreed teshould write down the 14 million Hyundai Motor’s plantin Asan, for Oct. 7. The cuts came as “Occupy
charged with attempting to petween Colombia and the Unitedmortgages that are underwater anti4 years has filed complaints thatVall Street” protests continued to
overthrow the government andstatesin Aprilin hopes of swayingstop the more than 10 million she was sexually harassed by twgain support from unionized
“spreading fabrications.” Aspecial ppponents of the trade deal. Thgending foreclosures, andofficials of the subcontractor. Theworkersin New York.
security court recently Se_n?enced:olombian government said iteducation andjobs mustbe fundedlationalHumanRightsCommission Last June, the layoff of
the d_OCtOVS an_d nursesto jailtermgyould issue new laws, regulationsby taxing financial speculation. acknowledged the harassment anthousands of teachers was averted
[ﬁn%m? ggm five tor}5 years. Butand other measures aimed at recommended the subcontractor thy their union. But this time the axe

€ UCL. b decision changes Coursensuring workers'’ rights, stopping i compensate the woman. But thdell on school aides, parent
towards a new trial in a civilian Egyptlan teachers company sacked her, then closedoordinators, family Worktfrs and
court. The convicted doctors and N\ Step up protests business, changed its name andthers who work in support jobs at
nurses, who had filed an appea reemployed other workers. roughly 350 schools.
will remain free pending the new Teachersin Egyptare preparing  The woman, identified only by  The city administration blames
trial, which has not yet been to organize a“million-manmarch” her family name Kim, argued thatthe ~ workers’ union for
scheduled. Another group of 2 to call for the dismissal of Prime she has suffered mental diseastsquandering” its chances to make
medical personnel still face simila Minister Sharaf. On October 8, thebecause of the sexual harassmeatdeal by allowing the city to take
charges. teachers held their thirdatthe workplace. In addition, shefromits health care fund. The union

The doctors and nurses worke consecutive Saturday demoninsisted that she suffered anothehad instead offered to give up paid
atthe state-run Salmaniya Medic stration calling for Sharaf to stepharassment when she underwertolidays and to reduce the number
Centre close to the capital's Pea down. The latest march took placéimproper” questioning at the of hours school aides were allowed
Square, which became th in front of the cabinet offices. ~ Korea Workers’ Compensationto work, but the city rejected these
epicentre of Bahrain’s uprising las A spokesperson of theandWelfare Service (KWCWS). proposals.
February and March. The Independent Teachers’ Syndicate, She said that a male official of ~ Unionleaders, dressed in black,

authorities claimed the hospital’ ) AymanEl-Bialy, has said teachershe KWCWS asked her, “I knew kept the pressure up until the last
mOS_ﬂy Shia st_aff - some of whom are also stilldemanding the sackinghat you filed with authorities a minute, holding a lunchtime rally
participated in pro-democracy of the Minister of Education divorce suit. What's going on?” on the steps of City Hall to
street marches - were protesthe violence against tradeAhmedGamalEI-Din. “Did you have problems with your denounce the layoffs. Seventeen

sympathisers, althoughthe medicgnjonists and bringing those For weeks thousands ofchildren?” “Could you reenact of New York's 51 members signed
claimedthey treated allwho needeghehind the deadly violence toteachers across the country haveexual harassment?” and “As la letter to the mayor warning that
care. ) ) _ justice. But nothing in the actionbeen protesting low wages andnow allaboutyou, youshouldtell“the constant attack on our
Bahrain’s ruling Muslim Sunni plan required Colombia to showperks, taking to the street severaine about them right now.” education system will continue to
monarchy has waged sweepingmprovements in workers’ rights times to blame Gamal EI-Din. Their  The metal union affiliated with burden the most vulnerable
cragkdowns against protesterand a reduction or end to thedemandsinclude education reformthe Korean Confederation of Tradepopulation of this city - our
calling for greater rights on theyiplence before a trade agreementleansing of the education ministryUnions said, “The petitioner children.”
strategic Gulf Arab nation, homecould be approved. Twenty-threeinstitutions, minimum and continued to complain about The laid-off workers are among
to the US Navy's 5th Fleet. Theynjon leaders have been killed sanaximum wages, and banningsexual harassment and mentathe city’s lowest paid. School aides

monarchy maintains SUppO”_f_romfarthis year in Colombia, including private lessons. sufferings resulting from unlawful make $14 an hour for four to eight
the West b_ecause ofits key m|||ta_ry16 since the action plan went into dismissal. But these complaintshours of work a day, while parent
partnerships and close ties witheffect. German Airbus were deleted from the documentgoordinators and family workers
powerful Gulf neighbours, The report also finds that

L ) ] submitted to human rightsare salaried employees whose pay

foremost Sunni-ruled SaudiArabia,workers are forced to join workers on strike commission and questioningis about $35,000 a year. School

which sent troops to help quell thecooperatives or cooperative-like centered onthe petitioner’'s familyaides have been a recurrent target

protests. N structuresto preventworkersfrom Some 11,000 employees ofbackground and whether she hadf layoffs. In the 2008-9 school
Bahr_alnl aut.horltle.s. h.ave COMEforming a union. Workers also areGermany’s aircraft manufacturerdisciplinary records.” year, 503 lost their jobs.

under increasing criticism for ajjlegally fired for legitimate union Airbus downedtools on Oct. 7, the

series of rapid-fire verdicts againstactivity and threatened and evenG Metall union said, after bosses

suspects accused of aidinggjlled. i 4 : : u
protesters and causing violence, ﬁg\c/jvv\i\?&igzrzrzilcl)?g.tcl)\lgg(r)?iiu?onn \YE18)Y Iterps in our "Global Class
:\él:&zdthiﬁne?o\?lyc%]t\:ltlgggrsb;v?rr\iAFL'CIO backs broke down last month afterayea Struggle column are from the
: . : and a half of efforts to reach a dea ;
security courtsetup during martialyccypy W all Street  on a range of issues from a Labour S tart website,
Py N
law-style rule last spring. The move employment guarantee to a ceiling www .labourst art.org

to hold a retrial for the medical | anOctober5 statement, AFL-on the number of temporary

personnel could throw into cjo president Richard Trumkasaidvorkers that can be hired.

question the other verdicts by thghat “Occupy Wall Street has “Only together can we secure Send me information on the 7\
&

security court. captured the imagination andthe future of Airbus,” said - )
. passion of millions of Americans Meinhard Geiken, arepresentativ i .
“Action Plan” who have lost hope that ourof IG Metall, as he called on Communist Party of Canada e
. . nation’s policymakers are speakingnanagement to return to thg
fa||s to |mprove for them. We support the negotiating table. The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
protestersintheir determinationto A major sticking point in fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.

workers’ rlghtS hold Wall Street accountable anchegotiations is over the company's The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight

- . against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
Colombia’s Labor Action Plan, tCr:e;itte gOOd JOk\)/?/' |\|Ngtaret prkg)udjemand for Commltment$ _tO active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
billed as a major step to ending, o o0y On Wall Street, busincrease employee productivity,} - movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership af set
violence against trade unionistgdrlvers,palnt_er_s,_nursesand utilityin exchange for employment]| gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
and protecting the ri htofworkersNorkers are joining students andguarantees. The workers havé socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
o C(F))me 0 e%her ir?unions “ha homeowners, the unemployed andffered productivity gains of two
failedtoacr%eveim rovemehtsoﬁhe underemployed to call forpercent worth about one billion
the roundforCoIongbia’sworkin "fundamental change. Acrosseuros ($1.3 billion) between now,
fam?lies " 2 new AEL-CIO repor? America, working people areand 2020 in exchange for
finds. , tumlng out with th_GIr friends and gua_tran_tges of employmt_ent a_m( Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du  Ottawa CPC
A it K ho wi hne|ghbours in parks, maintaining four work sites in | Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
S a result, Workers who wis congregations and union halls tmorthern Germany. Managemen] 3359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Committee CPC
to better their lives by forming a . . . e Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
. S : express their frustration - and angewants a higher rate of eight percent il . S1: 438-338- elkirk Ave., Winnipeg, M8,
union and bargaining collectivel Email: peq@cpc-pec.carél: 438-338-8890  roy/fay: 204-586-7824
continueto be?hevic?ims ofthrea>t/' about our country’s staggeringaccording to the unions. B.C. Commitiee CPC e
Swealth gap, the lack of work for 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 31 Ontario Ctee. CPC

andviolentacts, including murder. : i 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
! . eople who want to work and the Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net ” ) )
Moreover, Colombian law PEOP Harassment Tel: 416-469-2446

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

; . corrupting of our politics by Edmonton CPC _
continues to provide broad, . ; ; . Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
avenues o denyworkers the abiip?USiness and financial eites. Thestruggle in Korea | Eémonon a6 ec e 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 515
Y people who do the work to keep Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3

to exercise their most basic rights . .. Tel: 905-548-9586
INShur great country running are On Oct. 6, trade unionists and calgary cPc

With the U.S. Congress, . ; o - - Atlantic Region CPC
being robbed not only of income, Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, g ¥
expected to vote on a free trad%ut 0? avoice Itistimeyforall of Us- ild?t%?gef? er;?ils (,3 sci)rl:dasrl(te);rua}lylgl Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO

. . ; Telffax: 902-542-7981
agreement with Colombia this Saskatchewan CPC
month, the AFL-CIO has the 99 percent-to be heard. As w&€heonggye Plaza to support thtnail: <mail@communist-party-sk ca>

o " did when we marched on Wallfemale Hyundai Motors workers,
distributed the report-"The Street last year, working peoplewho were sexually harassed on

J
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Cuba’s health system: cheaper and better

A well-known Canadian daily formula for standardized Theprevalenceofdiabeteswas Cuba’'s health  policy proportion of hypertensive
paper has published a very positiv@urchasing power, Canada sper8.8 per centin both Canadaandthemphasizes prevention ovempatients who actually receive
assessment of Cuba’s health car$4,196 per capita on health care itJ.S., and six per cent in Cubatreatment, primary care instead ofreatment, (from 51 per centin 2006),
system. In a Sept. 29 article in the2009, while Cuba’sfigurewas $503.mortality rates per 100,000hospital care, co-ordinatedand to dramatically reduce the
Saskatoon Star PhoeniMark Yet the WHO reports that the population from diabetes were 13 provision of care, and providingnumber of Cubans with
Lemstra notes the rising costs ofnfant mortality rate in 2009 for 15 and 14 respectively. services where people live. undiagnosed hypertension.
the Canadian health care systenghildren under five was six per The annual death rates from Lemstra gives some specific The International Journal of
which he says is “becoming morel,000 births in Canada, eightinthéheart disease per 100,00Gxamples. To reduce its infantEpidemiologyreports that Cuba
like the American model.” U.S. and six in Cuba. The “agepopulation were 129 in Canadamortality rate of 28 per 1,000 birthsnow has the world’s highest rate of

Lemstra compares healthstandardized annual incidencel63inthe U.Sand145inCuba. in 1975, Cuba “created atreatment and control of
outcomes in Canada, where theate” of cancerwas 326 per 100,000 The International Journal of comprehensive maternal-childhypertension, and that
gross nationalincome per capitaipopulation in Canada, 335 in theEpidemiologyreports that Cuba program that promotes multiplecardiovascular mortality has
over $39,400, the U.S. ($47,000)U.S. and 213in Cuba. The mortalitywas the first country to eliminategovernment  sectors  anddropped by 45 per cent. The authors
and Cuba, a Third World countryrate from cancer per 100,000polio and measles. Cuba hagommunity organizationstowork conclude that it is possible to
with a GNP per capita of $9,900.population was 132, 121 and 14%liminated tetanus, diphtheria,collaboratively to provide more “control cardiovascular disease
Using a World Health Organizationamong the countries respectivelypertussis, rubella and mumps, angdupportive networks.” The declinewithout accumulating the
has the lowest HIV incidence ratein infant mortality to only 5.8 per extraordinary medical technology
in North and South America. 1,000 births in 2004 was one of theof Europe and North America.”

Cuba’s achievements, Lemstramost rapid ever recorded. As Lemstra says, “other coun-
explains, beganinthe 1960swithan In another case, Cuba aims tdries have achieved better health
aggressive campaign to improveeduce coronary heart diseaseutcomes atsignificantly less cost
sanitation and immunization mortality to 72.5 per 100,000 than Canada’s. If we set some goals
coverage rates. In the 1980s Cubpopulation in 2015 from 85.3 in and focused on prevention and
reorganized its health system towar@006. To do so, the country decidegbrimary care, maybe one day we
primary care, with agoal ofafamilyto increase to 75 per cent thecould surpass Cubas’
doctor in every neighbourhood. By

the 1990s it had 5.9 doctors per 1,000 G'Oba| actions by WFTU afﬁ"ates

residents, while Canadahad only 2.2

per 1,000 residents. Cuba madghe Global Day of Action called on October 3 by the World
doctors responsible for entiréfederation of Trade Unions was a great success. Affiliates and
communities, with a goal of oneg5norters of the WFTU organized strikes, demonstrations, protests,
family doctor per 120 families. Eachiheatre performances, petitions, migrant protests, and other actions
health clinic includes a nurse t0j, dozens of countries . The events condemned neoliberal economic
ensure that patients receive the|icies, calling instead for social security, shorter working hours,

o ] education and Cpunselling needed increased wages. Many of the actions declared internationalist
Adecade after the signing ofthe Comprehensive Health Agreement  to change behaviours. Aswell, MOSYo|idarity with the Palestinian people and the Cuban Five fighters,

Cuba-Venezuela, 45,174 Venezuelans wentto Cubaduring 2010  clinics include a social worker to 5 rejected imperialist military aggression. The slogan “we will not
to receive assistance for their health problems. Thousands of address the non-medical deterIoaly for the crisis of the capitalist system” was a common theme.
Venezuelan doctors have received their medical trainingin Cuba.  minants of health.

Photo shows a rally organized by the All-India Bank Employees
Association, a WFTU affiliate. @

Regime of the "Supreme Religious — AAEE = ocror 2o
7 . . . . 1 g koo
Leader” slides deeper into crisis G !:Lﬂ.[e_lrmlmnﬂ.ﬂ-ltﬂuay

By T. Sam presence is in every major Iraniarin the scandal, has re_s_isted bein
financial, trade or production removed from his position.

Since Iran’s 2009 presidentialestablishment. His fields of An important point to note is
election and the popular uprising,operations include: investmentthat seven years ago, wherf
where according to the Mayor ofmineral water, merchandiseAhmadinejad firstranforpresident,f
Tehran three million people hitthedistribution, consulting and he entered the political arenaast
streets to protestthe electoral frauthanagement, steel productionchampion of poor, fighting
committed by the government, therailroad engineering, fitness clubscorruption in the country. He |g
regime ofthe “Supreme Religiousand so on. accused Hashemi Rafsanjani anjess
Leader” Ayatollah Khameini has  When Shamsaddin Hosseni, thénis family of being the ringleader of
been sliding more and more intoMinister of Economy, was corruption. Now, Iranians are in
crisis. summoned by the parliament tdbetter positionto assess his claimg

The conservative forces, whichanswer questions regarding this The regime of the “Supreme
in the face of the protests hacembezzlement, he called Arya“arReligious Leader” has shown
remained united, are now deeplyindustrial hero.” The Generalheavy hand in suppressing th 1 1
fractured. It all erupted last April, Manager of the Central Bank ofGreen Movement (the popula BrItISh Campalgn demands
when President Ahmadinejadiran, Mahmood Bahmani, calledmovement against the elector. ih
decided toremove Heydar Moslehihe whole scandal “an unimportantfraud and more in Iran), but with release Of Llllany Obando
from his post as the “Minister of issue which happens all over thesvery passing day the inability of
Information” (Iranian Secret Police). world.” the regime to govern the country
This action was opposed by the SofarMohammadrezaKhavari,obecomes more clear. Under thes
“Supreme Leader”, who issued athe General Manager of thecircumstances, and considering
“State Order” to reinstate MoslehiNational Bank of Iran, has fled tothe conspiracies of the
in his position. Ahmadinejad wentCanada after resigning his postimperialists, especially the
on “strike” and for more than tenand the General Manager of theéAmericans, and the revolutions in
daysdid notshow up atwork. Aftersmaller Saman Bank has alsdhe North Africa and the Middle
some “behind closed doorsresigned. Mohammad Jahromi,théEast region, Iran is pregnant with
negotiations”, Ahmadinejad General Manager of the Saderapossibilities. It's a country to
returned to the presidential palaceBank of Iran, the main bank involvedwatch carefully.e
Since then the rift between the
President and the opposing bloc
of conservativesis growing deepe

Therecentscandalinthe corrup
Islamic Republic - the
embezzlement of close to $3 billio
from the Iranian banking system
is turning into a quagmire for -
Ahmadinejad. The main &=
perpetratoris Amir Mansoor Arya, _,.,-""’ ¢
whose relation to Esfandiar Rahi g
Mashaee (Ahmadinejad’s Chief of|
Staff) is known to everybody but
Mashaee, who denies knowing Mr
Arya.

A few years ago, Arya was a
cattle breeder in northern Iran .
Today his business has turne ! TIPS -
into a conglomerate. Arya’s Protest against the 2009 election fraud in Iran.

Over 100 British parliamen- her and discourage others like
tarians, lawyers and tradeher from speaking out abopt
unionists have called for thehuman rights abuses.”
release of Colombian trade Steve Cavalier, CEO (f
unionist, human rights defenderThompsons Solicitors and |a
and academic, Liliany Obando,signatory to the letter, has sgid
who has been imprisoned sincéLiliany has been in prison for
August 2008 without being more than three years without
convicted of any crime. being convicted of any crime.

Obando is currently held in aThis is unacceptable undegr
high security yard of the Bueninternational standards. The
Pastor (Good Shepherd) prisorBantos government has done
in Bogota, where she is allowednothing to stop this injustic
to exercise outdoors once a weeklespite claiming to respect humpn
for an hour. rights.”

The petition addressed to Tony Lloyd MP, former U
Colombian President Juanforeign minister and Chair of the
Manuel Santos has been signe@arliamentary group Friends pf
by Lords and MPs from all three Colombia, has said, “We kno
major parties, including somethat in Colombia there ane
members of the governinghundreds of cases like that |of
coalition. Over 40 lawyers andLiliany Obando, innocentpeople
the leaders of all major UK tradewho are imprisoned by the
unions also added their names.Colombian authorities asamegns

Their statement says, “Ms.tosilencethem. The internatiorjal
Obando has been jailed for hecommunity must bring pressufe
political beliefs rather than for to bear on the Colombian stateto
any crime; she is being deprivedout an end to these most grass
of her liberty in order to silence injustices.”®

)
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ﬂﬂﬂm Hot Earth: time to face the fact s

laws that have governed evolutioruncontrolled exploitation of the individuals or society. They willbe workers’ employment, public
on the planet... For the first timeenvironment and the plunderingproduced if a market exists or carownership, nationalisation, price
man is capable of changing theof natural resources intensifiedbe created for them and if theyand profit controls, expanding
course of life.” under feudalism and reached ityield an adequate profit. Thepublic transport, cutting military
Humans have always impactedpeak under capitalism. environmental damage theirspending and other steps which
For those concerned with theand changed the natural world Today developed capitalistproduction may cause is equally aampaigns can begin to win within
fate of the earth, the time has coméhrough their productive activities countries are using all thematter ofindifference. the capitalist system.
to face facts - not just thefrom the burning off practised by achievements of science and Leadersofthe capitalistsystem But the environmental crisis
environmental crisis but the needAboriginal hunter-gatherers intechnology to “master” nature. Aare unable to conceive of orcannot be solved within the
for fundamental social change. Australia to grazing herds, consumer and predatory attitudgpromote a different economicpresent system. The various
Hot Earth a new pamphlet by ploughingandirrigation. However,to  natural resources iswhich gives priority to human andsuggestions for doing so have no
the Communist Party of Australia,changing nature does notcharacteristic of capitalism and,environmental needs, as opposelope of success. The system of
joins the debate about thenecessarily mean damaging owith the scientific and to profits. world capitalism is clearly

By Dr. Hannah Middleton,
General Secretary of the
Communist Party of
Australia

environmental crisis atatime
when the Gillard
government’s carbon tax is
being discussedin Parliamen
and Coalition Leader Tony
Abbottis parading his “direct
action” plan which allows
polluting corporations to get
away with murder.

Hot Earth rejects both
options, demanding instead
regulations and penalties tg
control carbon emissions b
corporations - before itis too
late.

It is beyond debate that

technological revolution,not ~ There is nothing in the nature ofunsustainable. The transition to a
only leads totheir exhaustionthe system that will allow itto pull sustainable - and socialist -
but also brings with it a train back beforeitistoo late. To do thateconomy will be a complex and
of negative and, in someother forces are needed. hard fought process.
cases, possibly irreversible Continuing “businessasusual” Fundamental change is needed.
consequences for theis the path to global disaster.  This means economic and social
environment. “Solutions” which allow the change, andanew politics builton
The environmental crisis current system of production andthe new economic base.
arises from social anddistribution to proceed, are not Hot Earth concludes: “The
philosophical attitudes real solutions. They will actually struggle for sustainable develop-
rather than from technology make things worse by giving thement is in essence a struggle to
which is a creation of humanimpression that the crisis will berestrain and restrict capitalist
endeavour. overcome when the reality is quitecorporations and to compel an end
The system that directsdifferent. to environmentally damaging
the whole course of scientific  The overwhelming environ- production processes. It is a
and technological progressmental problems facing the worldstruggle to fulfil human needs

the earth’s environment - the
source of life for humans and
all other species - is unde
sustained and severe attac
by human activities. Itis also
clear that the effects of
continuing down the same
path will be devastating.

to the making of profit and and its people will not be effectively through more creative, democratic
the exploitation of dealtwithuntilwe institute anotherand ecologically respectful prac-
humankind and nature isway for humans to interact withtices. The contrast with uncon-
mainly to blame for the nature. trollable capitalist growth is stark.”
environmental crisis. We need asystem of sustainable A new world is not only
Capitalism’s  basic human development. This meanpossible, itis essential. And abroad
driving force and its whole enough for everyone and no morepopular movement, unitedin action,
reason for existence is the amassing/ithin the capitalist system, someworking to protect the planet and

The case for planning and requlation
bo deal with the climate crisis

destroying the environment.
Speaking at the 1992 UN With the development of of profits. The environment existsthings have been done and morumanity, can and must bring
Conference on the Environmentproductive forces, the creation ofas a realm to be exploited in acan be done to lessen capitalism’about the necessary social change.

and Development, Fidel Castrosurpluses and the emergence gfrocess of growing economicnegative effects on the Thisiswhere Communists have
commented: “Never in the historyprivate property and classes, axpan-sion. Corpora-tions, and thenvironment and people. aresponsibility. We have towork as
of mankind has such a generaliseitieology of exploitation and masterysystem itself, must either grow or  Hot Earthpresents the case forhard as we can to help expand, unify
and destructive aggression takedeveloped which began to bedie. steps to start resolving the climateand galvanise thismovementto bring
place againstall of the world's vital reflected in attitudes towards nature. Companies have no loyalty tocrisis by challenging the power ofabout social change. We have only
systems ... For thefirsttimeinhis A  separation betweenanything but their own bottom the corporations and introducingl0to 15 yearsto address the crisis of
history, man is capable of alteringhumankind and nature grew inlines. Forthe capitalistitis a mattedaws and penalties to restrict theirclimate change and prevent catas
the equilibrium of the principal vital people’s ideas and nature beganf indifference whether what is activities which are killing the planet. trophe. What we do now will e

systems and breaking the naturalo be a thing to be used. Theproduced is useful or harmful for It also argues for protection oftermine the future of planet Earéh.

The Cold W ar and the

“reds” In the unions

Our tribute to this year’s 90th this provision, and many evenUnion(CSU), whichhadwon bette
anniversary of the Communistexcluded Communists from unionworking conditions and higher pa
Party of Canada continues withmembership. for merchant sailors. Collaborating
this look at the struggles of the The first waves of this attackwith the RCMP, the shipping
“reds” in the post-war labour cameinwestern Canada.In Augustompanies, and even gangster
movement. 1948, the executive of the Canadiamight-wing leaders of the TLC |u

Forthe Canadianand U.S. rulingCongress of Labour (which laterhelped break the historic CSUf
classes, the aim of the Cold Wamerged withthe Trades and Laboustrike of 1949. The companies
was to crush or at least seriouslyCongress (TLC) to form the CLC) signed contracts with the so-calleq .
undermine organized resistance bgrbitrarily suspended, and soorSeafarers International Union,| !
working people. To expelled, the Mine- destroying the CSU. o ; ; . ;
achieve this goal Mill union. This By this time, UE and Mine-Mill gg:l{;u\}galrJlI(:?WU members in 1960, while the anti-communist

. . : : pt the union out of the CLC.

required driving move helpedto oust were outside the mainstream of the

militant, Communists like Canadian labour movement, andVomen who had entered industrycommunists from membership or
communist-led Harold Pritchett right-wing social democracy in large numbers, making hugeexecutive positions were removed.
unions out of labour and Harvey achieved hegemony over theprogress towards equality, were This process paralleled the
federations in both Murphy from the organized working class. Otherdriven back into the home or intorenewal of labour militancy during

countries. After all, executive of the unionswereexpelledfromthe TLC,low-paying jobs. The labour the 1960s, leading to the historic
these were the B.C. Federation of includingthe International Furandmovement leadership backedQuebec Common Front general
unions which consistently Labour. The communist-led Leather Workers Union in 1951, Canada’s entry into the Koreanstrike of 1972. The sharpening
mounted serious struggles tdnternational Woodworkers of and the United Fishermen andWaronthesideofU.S.imperialism,struggle between capital and
defend the interests of workers America (which had a majority of Allied Workers Union in 1954. with tragic results including the labour entered a new stage in
both on the economic and politicalits members in Canada) was th€ommunists who were electeddeaths of millions of Koreans, andOctober 1975, with the introduction
fronts. nexttarget, falling under the controlofficials or simply rank and file over 300 Canadians. of wage control legislation Bill C-

The anti-communist campaignofright-wing forces. These eventsmembers of other unions were But the attempt to drive the 73 by the Trudeau Liberals.
in the unions began in 1947 withseriously weakened the left-wingoften expelled or blacklisted. “reds” out ofthe labour movement  Later that month, 2,000 angry
the U.S. Taft-Hartley Act, which sections of the CCL, and opened This witch-hunt had seriousand to impose “businessworkers came outwhen Trudeau
used anti-communist rhetoric tothe door to further attacks. Theconsequences, as Canada becamaionism” met with stubborn spoke to a business gathering at
attack the “closed shop”, restrictUnited Electrical workers union increasingly integrated into theopposition. Communists and othetthe Royal York Hotel in Toronto.
mass picketing and other militant(UE) was expelled from the CCL in U.S. imperialistwar machine. Clasdeft-wing activists remained a Days later, 40,000 workers ralliedin
tactics, and expand the scope fot949, and both UE and Mine-Mill collaboration became the dominansignificant force in many union Montreal against wage controls.
injunctions. One critical provision faced constant raids by theideology within the labour localsandlabourcouncils.In1972These actions kicked off a year of
of Taft-Hartley prohibited Steelworkers and other unions. movement, closing the brief post-the CLC was finally compelled to escalating struggles, as left-wing
Communists from holding union ~ Within the TLC, the Cold War war period during which militant readmit the UE and the UFAWU sections of the trade unions sought
office. Most of the international drive began with an attack on theunion struggles had achievednto the “house of labour.” One by
(U.S.-based) trade unions acceptedommunist-led Canadian Seamen’snajor victories over the employers.one, the “red clauses” which barred

see REDS, page 11
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Egyptians demand renationalisation

PV Vancouver Bureau for Steam Boilers and Pressure Vesselsquipment and fa.ctories..
- are not the only ones affected. A Even the granting of higher wages

The swirl of contradictory gains similar verdict returned retail has failed to satisfy employees at th
and setbacks has continued in Egypinstitution Omar Effendi to the public Al-Nasr Company for Steam Boilers Rally Against George Bush,
this fall. Teachers are mobilizing to sector in May. and Pressure Vessels. Workers sagurrey Economic Forum, gather
demand pay increases, and wide Some of the most fervent calls forthey would rather see their employer) 1 am, Thur., Oct. 20, SW corner
sections of public opinion are renationalisation come from workersreturn to the public sector where theyof 152 St. & 104 Ave. near
increasingly angered by the delay inn the textile sector, which has seerfelt more secure. Sheraton Guilford Hotel.
progress towards democraticyears of neglect by industry owners “We are getting better wages bUtOrganized by StopWar coalition,
governance. In the most disturbingandincreasingly damaging competitionthe administration policy is unfair. Lower Fraser Peace Council
devel-opment, troops killed over 20from the international market. They wanted to dismantle the factory, nd other anti-war groups '
Coptic Christians protesting against Workers at Arab Polvara Spinning and sell the land to makearesort,"saig1 ’
attacks on churches. One immediat& Weaving, who have held three sit-insAdel Qorani, repeating a claim that] Vancouver. BC
response was a large unitedsince Mubarak’s ouster in February private owners seem more intent o i
demonstration of Christians andare the latest to raise the demandstripping and selling assets tharlCOPE Election Office, 585E.
Muslims in Cairo, condemning a slide Previous demonstrations highlightedsustaining the businesses to whictBroadway. Tovolunteer,dropin
towards sectarian violence. nine specific changes to improvethey are ostensibly committed. or call 604-255-0400.

At the same time, Egypt's finance working conditions, but the open sit-  In2008, Arab Polavahad morethangah ate page Brigette
minister has again spoken out againgt that began on October 2 focuses 00,000 employees against 4,300 tOdaXDePape, forum on social
the sale of public assets under th@ pay increase and the demand focikewise, TantaFlaxand Oilemployedchange Sat., Oct. 22, 3 pm
former regime of Hosni Mubarak. renationalisation. 1,700 in 2005 but now has only 200 : - e ’

Hazem El-Beblawi, who alsoservesas Workers at the three companiegpermanent workers and another 40
deputy prime minister, said thatreturned to the state this year, as welbbn temporary contracts. Remaining
Egyptian society is not opposed to theas Polvara, all believe the former ownersvorkers think it's only a matter of time
work of the private sector, but hadwere seeking to liquidate theirbefore they join the long list of

“justifiable suspicion” towards the investments and cutback on the labouredundancies.

io Theatre, 1160 E. Broadway.

5-10, no one turned away.
Sponsored by Peace and Global
Educators, Check Your Head,
StopWar coalition.

lack of transparency and corruptionforce. Inall four cases, investors partly ~ (With files from the Ahram Online From Devastation to Salva-

that characterised Mubarak period. sold company assets like landwebsite.)®

In September, Egypt’s admin-
istrative court suspended the
privatisation contracts of three former
state-owned companies and return
them to public ownership. The courf]
said that post-uprising reviews of
privatisation procedures had raisec
questions over corruption, conflict of
interests and a lack of transparency

The ruling was welcomed by 4,300
workers at Arab Polvara’s factory in
Alexandria, which was returned to
public ownership.

“Are you willing to give the state
your 5 per cent share so we can go bag
to the public sector?” asked one
employee at a massed group of hi§Willthe Real Terrorist Please Stand Up?", adocumentary onthe
colleagues. The answer fromthe crowdCuban Five case, had its Canadian premiere at the Vancouver
came back loud and clear: “YES!”  International Film Festival this month. Director Sol Landau (at

The companies renationalised inright) spoke ata VIFF reception with Cuban Ambassador Teresita
September - Tanta for Linen, Shebinde JesUs Vicente Sotolongo (centre), as well as Nazir Rizvi and
for Spinning and Al-Nasr Company Ray Viaud from the Canadian-Cuban Friendship Association.

Landau documentary at VIFF

.\

tion, speakerDr.Jorge Balseiro
on Cuban health solidarity work
in Haiti, Fri., Oct. 28, 7 pm,
Maritime Labour Centre, 1880
Triumph. Donations to Cuban
Medical Team welcomed.
Sponsors: Canadian Network
on Cuba, Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Assoc., Vancouver
& District Labour Council, Haiti
Solidarity BC. Call Ray at 604-
253-6442 forinfo.

Left Film Night, screening of
“Will the Real Terrorist Please
Stand Up,” 7 pm, Sun., Oct. 30,
Centre for Socialist Education,
706 Clark Dr. By donation,
proceedsto Cubasolidarity, call
604-255-2041 for details.

Revolution Banquet, great
food and program, speaker CPC
leader Miguel Figueroa, Sat.,
Nov. 12, doors 6 pm, Peretz
Centre, 6184 Ash St. Tickets
$20. For details, call Sam at
604-254-9836.

What's Left

Saskatoon, SK

Indigenous Young Women:
Speakingour Truths, Nov.18-
21 conference. Info: 1-888-948-
1112 or Natasha@girlsaction-
foundation.ca, or google “Girls
Action Foundation”.

Winnipeg, MB

Four Directions Walk to End

Poverty , Sat., Oct. 22, walks
from the city’s perimeter will
meet 3 pm atthe Legislature for
rally and discussion of the
Justice Charterto End Poverty.
Call204-792-3371 for details.

Toronto, ON

The People vs. Harper!
“People’s Court”trial of Stephen
Harper and his collaborators,
Thur., Oct. 20, 5:30-8 pm,
OakhamHouse, StudentCentre,
55 Gould St. Sponsored by Our
Times Magazine.

Imperialism Today and the

99% Solution, forum with
Michael Parenti, author of The
Face of Imperialism, Tue., Nov.
1, 7 pm, Steelworkers Hall, 25
Cecil St. For details call PV
Ontario Bureau, 416-469-2446.

Guelph, ON

Imperialism Today and the

99% Solution, forum with
Michael Parenti, Wed., Nov. 2,
McKinnon Arts Bldg, U of
Guelph. For details call PV
Ontario Bureau, 416-469-2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT", 3941 St-
Denis Street.

continued from page 7

Support the 2011
PV Fund Drive for
$50,000.

Send your
contribution today!

Call to Peace Congress Convention
The Canadian Peace Congresan increasingly aggressivepm, and continue on Nov. 26 at 10
has issued a call for its nextapproach that is based oram.MetroHallislocatedat55Joh . . .
convention, in Toronto over theimperialist expansion, deeperStreet, two blocks east of Spadin P I g/ d dI (g
Nov. 25-26 weekend. integration with the United Stateson the corner of King and John. eop e Olce ea Ine"

As the Call points out, “this military and security apparatus, The convention will have three
meeting occurs at a time wherincreased subordinationto NATOmain agenda items: a Main| November 1-15 issue: Thursday, Oct. 20
Canadian foreign policy is taking expansio_nism_, and war. As theResqution whiph vv_iII assess the November 16-30 issue: Thursday, Nov. 3

economic crisis continues tointernational situation, and the o o ]
intensify in domestically and work of the World Peace Council Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
R E D S globally, the Harper governmentand Canadian Peace Congres 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
LR continues to promote an economi@mendments to the Constitutior] :
. policy that is centred aroundand Principles of the Congress <pvoice@telus.net>
continued frompage 10 5. celerated military spending onand election of the executive.

to build a movement broad andthe one hand and, on the other, Delegates are responsible for___ .
powerful enough to scrap wagesevere austerity measures thaheir own travel expenses toj_ k t t
controls. threaten jobs, working conditionsToronto. The Convention will raC Ing pro eS S LI

While NDP provincial and social programs. attempt to provide billets for
governmentsin BC, Saskatchewan “At the same time, we are delegateswho indicate a need, but desecration ofthe land. Forus, this
and Manitoba backed the controlswitnessing a strong and militantsuch requests will be considered placeis more than justland; itis the
the Communist Party threw itselfsurge in popular resistance toon a first-come basis and cannogharge for approximately four placethathas given life toourpeople
into the fight to defeat C-73. Theimperialism around the world. be guaranteed. There is no delegateours. After we were charged withsince timeimmemorial. Our culture,
pages of the Communist press fronThese struggles are aninspiratiorfee, but a donation of $25 perviolating Section 423 (1)(G) of the our language, our identity comes
that period feature a blizzard ofdemonstrating the breadth ofdelegate is requested uporgriminal code for “intimidation”, fromthelandanditistothelandthat
local reports on the escalatingopposition to militarism and war, registering. Local chapters arewe were notreleased until 7 amtheve owe our very existence...
fightback, including many and they demand our solidarity. encouraged to assist with delegatgextmorning. One ofthe conditions  “We, onthe Blood Reserve, have
resolutions calling on the CLC to  “Our conventionis animportant expenses. of our release is that we do notreached a point where we need to
take action. Communist Party clubevent for strengthening and The Congress website isattend any gas or oil site on theset aside politics and family ties
across the country distributedbuilding the anti-imperialist peacewww.CanadianPeaceCongress.cdlood Reserve. and look at the very real issue at
bundles of the weeklZanadian movementin Canada, which worksFor details, contact Dave McKee, “Recently, Canadaendorsedthéand. We are about to kill the one
and Pacific Tribunes to in full solidarity with the World President, Canadian Peacé&N Declaration on the Rights ofthing that has given us life since
workplaces, encouraging supporPeace Council and other fraternaCongress, 416-535-6586, emailndigenous Peoples.  Wethe very beginning. How can we
for the one-day general strikepeace organizations around theimckee@canadianpeacecongress.diderstand that this declaration idook our children and grandchildren
which the CLC had finally called. world. As such, the convention not legally binding, however if inthe eye and say that we have let
OnOctober 14,1976, overamillionwill also provide a valuable Canada wishes to recognize thsuch a thing happen?
workers stayed off the job; manyopportunity for the Congress to rights set forth in the charter then “We are nothing without this
joined the demonstrations againstletermine how it can make the mos it is clear that our rights asplace. There is no simple solution
wage controls. effective contribution to a Indigenous peoples have beeto the greater social issues that

The episode proved thatcoordinated oppositionin Canad blatantly violated... come as a result of colonization.
despite the legacy of the Cold Watto war and aggression, among “I do not feel as though what we However, there is a simple solution
years, the Communists and the lefbroad range of peace and solidarit did was heroic. We were a handfuto this one problem and that is just
still had the capacity to help organizations. “ of people, including a couple of kidsto do the right thing. Set aside your
mobilize a powerfulworkingclass  The meeting will convene at who gathered for a commonfears and protect what we have,
fightback.e Metro Hall on November 25 at 7 purpose; to prevent any furtherthe land, our mother..#
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By Michael Parenti,
www.parenti.org

When | wrote my booRgainst

expected, some of my U.S..
compatriots thought it was wrong'
of me to call the United States an
empire. ltwas widely believed that.
U.S. rulers did not pursue empirel
they intervened abroad only outof
self-defense or for humanitarian

rescue operations or to restore

order in a troubled region or |

and propagate democracy.
But by the year 2000, everyone
started talking about the United
States as an empire and writing
books with titles likeSorrows of
Empire, Follies of Empire, "
Twilight of Empire or Empire of

lllusions- all referring to the U.S. did notindulge in colonization and and enormous material interests
stake, fortunes to be made man

when they spoke of empire. conquest.
Even conservatives started The answer, | realized, is thattimes over.

national security state for whichits state power and prevent other
he works are waging two and anations from self-developing.
half wars (Iraqg, Afghanistan, and  Sooner or later this arrangement
northern Pakistan), and levellingbegins to wilt under the weight of
military threats against Yemen,its own contradictions. As the
Iran, and, on a slow day, Northempire grows more menacing and
Korea. Instead of sending medicamore murderous toward others, it
and rescue aid to Haiti, Our Bombeigrows sick and impoverished
sent in the Marines, the samaewithinitself.
Marines who engaged in years of From ancient times to today,
repression and killings in Haiti empires have always beeninvolved
decades ago and supported morie the bloody accumulation of
recent massacres by proxy forceswealth. If you don'’t think this is
The purpose of all this killing is true of the United States then stop
to prevent alternative, callingit“Empire.” And whenyou

What Do Emplres Do?

independent, self-defining nationswrite a book about how it wraps its
from emerging. Sothe empire usesrms around the planet, entitle it
its state power to gather privateGlobal Bullyor Bossy Busybogy
wealth forits investor class. And itbut be aware that you're not telling
uses its public wealth to shore upis much about imperialisr.

“Imperialism Today and
the 99% solution”

using the word. Amazing. Onethe word has been divested of its So for centuries the ruling
could hear right-wing pundits full meaning. “Empire” seems interests of Western Europe an(
announcing on U.S. television,nowadays to mean simplylater on North America and Japa
Weobre an empire, with all the dominionand control. Empire - for went forth with their financiers -
responsibilities and opportunitiesmost of these late-coming critics -and when necessary their armies
of empire and we better get useds concerned almost exclusivelyto lay claimto most of planet Earth,
to it"; and “We are the strongestwith power and prestige. What isincluding the labor of indigenous
nation in the world and have everyusually missing from the public peoples (both as workers ang
right to act as such” - as if havingdiscourse is the process of empirslaves), their markets, their
the power gives U.S. leaders arand its politico-economic content.incomes (through colonial taxation
inherent entitilement to exercise itin other words, while we hear alotor debt control or other means)
upon others as they might wish.about empire, we hear very littleand the abundant treasures of the
“Whatis going on here?”| askedaboutimperialism. lands: their gold, silver, diamonds
myselfatthetime.Howisitthatso Now that is strange, for copper,rum, molasses, hemp,flax
many people feel free to talk abouimperialismis what empires are allebony, timber, sugar, tobacco
empire when they mean a Unitedabout. Imperialism is what empiresivory, iron, tin, nickel, coal, cotton,
States empire? The ideologicabo. And by imperialism | do not corn, and more recently: uranium
orthodoxy had always been thatmean the process of extendingnanganese, titanium, bauxite, olil
unlike other countries, the USApower and dominion without and - say it again - oil (hardly a
regard to material and financialcomplete listing).
interests. Indeed “imperialism”has Empires are enormously
been used by some authors in thprofitable for the dominant
same empty way that they use theconomic interests of the imperia
word “empire,” to simply denote nation but enormously costly to
dominion and control with little the people ofthe colonized country.

attention given to political Inaddition to suffering the pillage
economic realities. of theirlands and natural resources, Greeks flg ht aUSterlty attaCk

TORONTO
Tuesday,
Nov. 1, 7 pm
Steelworkers
Hall, 25 Cecil St.

GUELPH
Wed. Nov. 2,
5:30 pm
McKinnon Arts
Bldg., University
of Guelph
HAMILTON

call 416-469-2446
for details

Publicforums
with Michael

Parenti

country bring to bear their

investor interests.

Michael Parenti

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

Every issue of PeopLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on

Address
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Send to: People’s Voice,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
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But | define imperialism as the people of these targeted
follows: the process whereby thecountries are frequently killed in From the Morning Star (UK)
dominant investor interests in ondarge numbers by the intruders.
This is another thing thatsoffthejob Oct. 5to protest againstpulled news programs off the air.
another nation or region in order tounmentioned in the historical andth® government's pushforharsher Greeks have already been
expropriate its land, labor, naturalpolitical literature of countries like
resources, capital, and markets, ithe United States, Britain, an
such a manner as to enrich th&rance. Empiresimpoverishwhole®
In a word,populations and kill lots and lots
empires do not just pursue “powerof innocent people. As | write
for power’s sake.” There are realthis, President Obama and th%y

economic and military power uponempires do which too often goe

transport employees held work
stoppages in the morning and
Greek public-sector staffwalkedevening and state TV and radio

austerity measures in a bid to wirobbed of their collective

gmore loans from its EU and IMF bargaining rights and hit with

creditors. Atleast 20,000 protestersuccessive pay and pension cuts
converged in central Athens andn the name of deficit reduction.
another 15,000 in Thessaloniki. They are currently enduring adeep
The 24-hour strike was calledrecession, with the economy
the country’s two main union expected to contract5.5%this year.
confederations the Civil Servants’Unemployment has spiralled to
Confederation (ADEDY) and the above 16% as small businesses
Greek General Confederation ofhave closed down.

Labour (GSEE). Now the nominally Socialist

Air-traffic controllers honoured PASOK governmentis proposing

the action, grounding all flights in to suspend about 30,000 public-
and out of Greek airports. Statesector staff on partial pay for six
hospitals were running onmonths before sacking them.
emergency staff, while lawyers, Meanwhile, GSEE and ADEDY
teachers and tax officers alschave called a general strike for
walked out for the day. Public October 19.0

The All-Workers Militant Front (PAME) of Greece held rallies on
the day of action called by the World Federation of Trade Unions.




