Prolétaires de tous les pays, unissez-vous! atOskewak @& kitaskinahk mamawent@n Workers of all lands, unite!

Canada's own

See page 4

Printed in Canada by union labour

y
p e O p I e S Guantanamo
on recycled paper G5 e

V : ’cE Publications Mail Agreement #40011632

Harper S EI cuts

23 rw._:w FEKES

Resistance
growing In
Quebec and
Atlantic Canada

- Special reporton p. 6 -

v 1 — iy f
Drummers greet marchérs : : . 1 T, B o an re3|dent|al
on East Pendér (photo; 2 B _ e ey SRS L SR by the |
“Georgia Straight) 3 W iry« B s o sient

Tens of thousands marched on Sept 22 in Vancouver to remember
the past, and to reach out for a better future: see page 3
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Quebec "values 9

The Parti Quebecois government of

Mexican miners

Faced with brutal levels of

Pauline Marois may gain some Intemet altematlve? exploitation and abysmal working
electoral advantage with their new Tired of the National Security conditions, Mexico's "mineros"
"Charter ofValues"... but maybe Agency monitoring your phone and are in a desperate fight to save
not. It is certain that the Charter email? So is the government of their jobs, their labour rights, ang
will divide working people. Brazil, and it's taking action. the communities where they live
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No to divisions! Yes to working class unity!

from worrying about women’s phone. General Director BéatriceStanley Ryerson in his bookreligions or to have none. We
rights as the PQ claims with thisVaugrante, fearing stigmatizationFrench Canadadenounced “the oppose coercion and advocate an
Charter, it has instead attacke@nd isolation of some women,calumny to the effect that Frenchapproach relying on persuasionand
public health and educationquestioned the necessity tocCanadians as a people areducation. In this sense, the
Debates are raging in Québeservices, penalizing mainly “substitute for a supposedindifferent or inimical to Communist party categorically
over the “Charter of Québecwomen. The PQ has also attackedonstraint to wear a religiousdemocracy is refuted by the historicmpposes the prohibition on wearing
Values"which the Parti Québécoisthe most deprived by decreasingymbol, the State constraint not taecord. The democratic traditionreligious symbols by public

Statement of the Parti
comuniste du Québec on the
Charter of Québec Values

government officially made public the social assistance benefits ofvear it”. is deep-rooted in the consciousnessmployees as proposed by the PQ,
on Sept. 10, butwhose contenthagersons aged 55 to 57, as well as All this democratic opposition of the Québec people.” whichreally does nothing, since, as
been published for the most parfamilies with children Shortly before, Frederick Engels said, “persecution
by the media several daysunder five years. Of onJuly 26, in a court caseis the bestway to strengthen adverse
previously. course, many of those ALLOWED: Small religious symbols involving the language convictions,”to heighteninterestin
In all likelihood, the whohad electedthe PQ ﬁ,;" : e ™ rights of francophones in religion, and to make its actual
government itself orchestratedare disappointed. ¥y ) British Colombia, the decline more difficult.
these leaksinthe media, toevaluate On the other hand, Supreme CourtofCanada “New immigrants form a
the impact that the project wouldled by Philippe == " . . jssued a decision considerable portion of Canada’s
have with the electorate. LastMayCouillard, the Liberal BAMHED: "Cvart and conspicusus” symbols confirming the position labour force. Immigrant workers

the Government conducted aParty had largely of the lower courts, to the continue to suffer from acute
survey which showed the supportecovered in the polls, ‘ ; effectthatitisnotallowed discrimination, arising inthe main
of a majority of citizens for a while the CAQ b [ to file documents only in from capitalist exploitation and
framework of “reasonable declined, creating a - - L ! French in the courts of attitudes of national chauvinism.
accommodations. “On thatsituation which is very ' this province; they must From its foundation the
occasion, the minister responsiblethreatening for the PQ. L ‘ also be translated into Communist Party has struggled
Bernard Drainville, announced The PQ made the s Exive a5 ol English. The Court also to end discrimination against
thatthe “secular charter’promisedo pportunistic ruled that using only immigrant workers, working to
during the previous electioncalculation that the launch of itshas begun to seriously reduceénglish in those courts is notexpose how capitalism generates
campaign would instead becomeCharter of Values would allow it support for the project, considerectontrary to the Canadian Charter ofacism and national chauvinism,
one of “Québec values.” to gain support from voters on therepressive and divisive. AccordingRights and Freedoms. profits from low wage areas, and
Essentially, the project containsright, particularly those who tothe latestsurvey, therewouldbe Nevertheless, in the Canadiardivides the working class to hold
five propositions revolving around previously voted for the CAQ and as many opponents as supportersaedia, this decision passeddack the overall struggle*”
two principal aspects: thethe ADQ, and who fear for their The expulsion of Maria virtually underthe radar. One can The Communist Party calls for
establishment of tags to manag@ational identity. Without openly Mouranifrom the Bloc Québécoisimagine the fury triggered by athe adoption of a new constitution
requests for religious admitting this, the PQ expects tdbecause of her opposition to thesimilar decisionin Québec againstivhich would “prohibit the
accommodations and, secondlybenefit from the latent feelings of Charter has sent a serious shocthe English language. This doubleviolation of the civil liberties of
the declaration of neutrality of theintolerance, xenophobia andwave through sovereigntistranksstandard perfectly illustrates theimmigrants. It would outlaw
State, in particular prohibiting all islamophobia which existin someThe PQ pretensions to carry oufgyreat injustice that reigns in thisracism and discrimination. It
public employees from wearing segments of the population. “an open debate”"were exposedgcountry against Québec. Unequalould assure the democratic,
“ostentatious “religious symbols.  Currently, there is no real butin doing so, the PQ may haveJnion, as Ryerson called it. cultural and language rights of
In the latter case, itis proposechroblem in connection with permanently alienated much of It is precisely this unjust andthe non-French, non-English
to allow CEGEPS, universities, religious accommodations that iscultural communities, as well asunequal treatment within Canadaethnic groups in Canada. A new
health and social serviceurgentto resolve, or any concreteheir eventual support for thewhich causesthe Québecaois to fearonstitution must embody a Bill of
establishments and municipalitieshreat to the Québec identity fromproject of Québec sovereignty. for their identity. The dominant Rights, and a Bill of Rights for
to be exempt from this ban, duringreligious symbols worn by people  On the other hand, supportstatus of English Canada at thé.abour, to provide guarantees of
a transitional period of two five- from cultural communities. It is whichaxenophobic andracistrightexpense of the other nations irtrade union and democratic rights
year terms. However, this aspectlear to the majority of the peoplecould bring to the draft Charter Canada is the starting point of thewvhich apply to the people of all
remains by far the mostthatthe PQ is electioneering. does not necessarily ornational discords which weakennations withinthe Canadian state.
controversial because it violates Initially, after the first leaks in automatically translate to votes forthe struggle of working people These guarantees must ensure

fundamental rights. the media, the PQ appeared tthe PQ. A part of this right is against the domination ofeconomic, social, cultural and
Moreover, while the project have won this bet. Opinion pollsfederalist and opposes Québemonopoly capital. linguistic equality, the right of
intends to ensure the religiouswere largely favourable to itssovereignty (for example, assembly, the right to organize
neutrality of the State, it allows aproject. Once launched by thesupporters of Stephen Harper'syag to secularism and strike, the habeas corpus right
multitude of Catholic symbols, Government, the debateConservative Party). e not to be arbitrarily deprived of
considered part of the patrimonyunfortunately allowed, in a way, According to some statementsO 0 the prohibition one’s liberty, the right to a job, to
of Québec. So, the crucifix thatcertain manifestations of racismby representatives of theagainst Wearing of freedom of movement, to health,
pro-fascist Premier Maurice sometimes in the street, but morggovernment, it would be willing to .. to education, to housing. The
Duplessis placed in 1936 in theoften in social media. consider trade-offs on thel’e“gIOUS symbols! rights of women, youth and
National Assemblytoillustratethe  But, thereis also amobilizationprohibition of ostentatious . . children must be guaranteed.™
close relationship between theof those who oppose this Chartereligious symbols by public sector 1hePQpractices essentiallythe «a  new constitution should
State and the Catholic Churchjncluding many intellectuals, employees. same strategy: divide and rule. If ity social legislation to provide
would paradoxically remain.  professors and famous artists, such But at the same time, theltS attémpttowina parliamentarygqal opportunity and high
as Richard Desjardins, Dan Bigragjovernment seems to manoeuvr8&0rity onthe basis of this Chartersiandards in all of Canada while
A petty electoral or Michel Rivard; the ex-studentfor the electoral battle. It has©fValuesturnspeopleagainsteachygpecting the sovereignty of
. leader, Gabriel Nadeau-Duboisappointed four ardent partisans ofther, it will be able to strengthengy gpec  and the right to self-
calculation organizations such as thethe Charter of Values to the Board!S attacks against the workinggoyermment of the Aboriginal
The PO minorit +i Federation of Women of Québecof Directors of the Council of the class, and accelerate theaqgpieg
e PQ minority governmentis\ o ) aaque of Rights andStatus of Women on the eve of thalmPlementation of its social cuts™ The Communist Party also
desperately looking for apicaqoms, or the Fédératiorbody taking a position. However, 2Nd austerity programme. proposes a voluntary and equal

parliamentary majority. Duringthe , ;i,nome de I'enseignement, apinions were divided on this 1he Communist Party insteadia inership of Québec and English
last election campaign, in theyo, pars ynion. Council, and these appointment$€eks to unite the working class Sg-5nada, including the right to
context of student protests overyu e synnorting the principle were publicly denounced by itsthat it can withstand the attacks ol gcede guaranteeing the full
tuition hikes, the PQ was forced 10,¢ <o\ 1arism, Québec SolidairePresident Julie Miville-DechUne asthe bourgeoisie, and to struggle,aicipation of Aboriginal peoples

focus more ontheleftofthe political o, <0< " the “prohibition on thea downright takeover by the29ainst capitalism and foriy hrotect and develop their
spectrum, making many Promises, aaring of religious symbols by Government of the body, which isSocialism. It is through the jhherentnational rights, including
alongthelines of populardemandsy, ,1,jic” employees: “We do supposed to enjoy a degree ofi€velopmentoftheclassstruggleyne right to genuine “self-

abolition of Bill 78, cancellation of e e ntiate between the religiousindependence to be able to fulfil itsUNder the conditions of capitalisty,yerment”, a right of veto against
the tuition increases, abolition of\o, ity of the institutions and advisory mission. In addition, thereSOCi€ty, that workers manage best,y change that would affect their
the health tax and electricity rate, yiyiqals”said QS co-leader are some indications that logistical® ©Vercome their religious beliefs . nsiitutional status, and the right
increases, higher taxes on the rIC‘}rancoise David. preparations for elections this fall2nd join the fight for socialism. 1, accelerated economic, social
and increased royalties on natural " e opponents are peoplehave beenordered by the authorities, 1€ Communist Party is of the g pational development.

resources, etc. ; opinion that religion and the  «rhic i P
... very well-known in the _ This fight for constitutional
The PQ went in this direction churches of all kinds arecpange is crucial to the overall

sovereignist movement, such a A i i X
only because the space on th%loc québecois MP MariaQuebeC baShlng n fundamentally reactionary, and truggle for democracy, social

political right which it had tried to Mourani, Francois Leblanc andthe Canadian media  serve to defend the exploitation Olydvance and for socialism. Uniting
occupy was already too crowdedp i iie " Marais (former top the working class. We areihe \yorking class across the
on the one hand by the Liberal, 4 icors to Gilles Duceppe) As soon as leaks about the PQinequivocally in favour of state country will not be possible without
Party and secondly, by ther .- Bic Québecois MP Jeahproject came out in the QuébeCSecularism.Publicinstitutionsmustcombating national oppression and
Coalition for the future of Québec i 0\ riter Yves Beauchemin. Media, there was an outcry in thedisplay neutrality towards religions.ﬁghtmg to achieve a new, equal
(CAQ), which had delighted its .\ il known author and formerMedia in the rest of Canada tcSo, it is important that the crucifix 4, voluntary partnersﬁip of
nationalist right supporters. PQ candidate, Robin Philpot anodenounce it. Accusations ofbe removed from the National canada’s nations *

However, oncein power, citing ., ! .oy Intolerance, racism, or even ofAssembly if it wants to qualify for * '
their minority status, the PQ WasphIIOSOphy professor MIChelgascism have been launchedthe secularism of the State. oft(heEégrenrgtjnfirsc;rgz;rr:soarggaera

ok to bet I call . >Seymour, the former president o . hauvinisti udi .
quickto betray almostall promises; o6 cals for Sovereignty, etc.cONVeYing ¢ auvinistic prejudice  However, the Communist Party nd the Communist Party of
against Québec. supports the freedom of consciencé y

one after another, and to show o :
' Another organization opposin e . o . ) .
J PPOSY ™ This is not new. During the and the democratic right ofQuébec, Canada’s Future is

their true colours by adopting ah .
; e Charter is Amnest L N : . L
very austere budgetary policy. Farlnternational Canada_fran(:(3/_19403,theCommunlst|ntellectual|nd|v|duals to practice their Socialism!)e
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Walk for Reconciliation draws tens of thousands

the emphasis, not to forget abo
the sad and tragic history of
Tens of thousands of peopleresidential schools. We'll always, |
walked four kilometers in chilly foralongtime, continue to strugglels
autumn rain through Vancouverfor equality and justice, and moveys
on Sept. 22, the culmination of aaway from the harm... We have tg
“Week of Reconciliation” marking begin with courage [and] work onit
the tragedy of residential schoolsevery day, step by step. It's bette .'_
in Canada. The events coincidedhan staying where we are: broken. =
withthe Vancouver leg ofhearings ~ Starting with no logistical
conducted by the Truth andsupport or funds, Chief Joseph'’s
Reconciliation Commission idea gathered wide backing ove
(TRC), giving survivors of the the last year, from First Nations,
schools an opportunity to speakchurches, and other sectors of
about their experiences. society. This included support
Estimated by the mass media afrom the city of Vancouver and
up to 70,000 people, the Sept. 22ther governmentbodies, but mor¢
Walk was likely the single largestcontroversially, from several
demonstration in solidarity with corporations such as the Roya
Aboriginal peoples in the history Bank and BC Hydro.
of Canada. Led by First Nations In the end, local indigenous
drummers, elders and schoobrganizer Kat Norris reflected the

By Kimball Cariou
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survivors, the huge march wasviews of many grassroots activistsrne \walk for Reconciliation heads east on the Georgia Viaduct.

underway for over half an hourabout the Reconciliation Walk.

before participants at the backNorris shared concerns aboufrom using their own languagestold the crowd. “He said, human50th anniversary of her father's

could even begin walking acrossinvolvementby corporationswhichand rarely seeing their families.
the Georgia Viaduct from the profit from the theft of indigenous Many suffered physical, emotional
downtown core.

progress is neither automatic, nofamous “I have a dream” speech.
inevitable. Evenasuperficiallook The federal Truth and

territories. Butina YouTube video, and sexual abuse, and it has beeat history reveals that no socialReconciliation Commission was

The Walk was the concept ofshe concluded that the event wasstimated that several thousanddvance rolls in on the wheels ofsetupin2008as partofasettlement
Chief Robert Joseph, Hereditaryenormously significant for the died in these institutions. Federalnevitability. Every step towards between the Canadian govern-
Chief of the Gwawaenuk First survivors ofthe residential schoolsapologies and some monetarghe goal of justice requiresment,victims,andchurcheswhich

Nation and founder
Reconciliation Canada. Thethe Walk, as deeply-movedthisassimilationistpolicy inflicted

of Thatperspective was visible duringreparations have been won, busacrifice, suffering and struggle.” operated residential schools. The

ABaptist minister herself, King final TRC hearings will be held in

Vancouver events were organizegarticipants cheered and wept aterrible suffering on Aboriginal was among the speakers recentlizdmonton, and the Commissionis

by Reconciliation Canada, athe sight of the kilometer-long nations across the country.

in Washington DC, where scheduled toissue afinal report at

collaboration between the Indiancrowd of First Nations people and The keynote speaker to kick offthousands gathered to mark théhe end of 2014e

Residential School Survivorscommunity allies. the Walk was Bernice King, the

Society and Tides Canada. An estimated 150,000 Abori- daughter of U.S. civilrights leader
“Over time, it's going to pave a ginal children were taken forcibly Martin Luther King Jr.

new way forward,” Chief Josephinto the residential schools from “My father said something very

told The Tyee news site. “That'sthe 1870s to 1996, usually kepfpowerful about progress,” King

Busy time for Youth Festival
and YCL organizing campaigns

Quebec student unions, the BGnovement.
PV Youth Bureau Federation of Labour, the Following the camp, the YCL
Summer and fallhave beenbusWancouver District Labour released a new t-shirt featuring
for the Young Communist LeagueCouncil, the Kamloops Socialist militants like Dolores lIbarruri,
of Canada, which is working to Club, Occupy Edmonton, andAngela Davis and Vilma Espin
build the 18th World Festival of others. Organizers say thatthe Allfeaturing the slogan “A women'’s
Youth and Studentsin cooperatiorCanada delegation could beplace is in the struggle.”
with a growing number of between 50 and 100 participants. Later in July the YCL helped
progressive youth and studenMore information can be found atorganize a school in Nova Scotia
organizations. 18wfys.tumblr.com. featuring discussion about a rang
Thefestival, tobe heldin Quito, The YCL has also been busyof political issues, including the
Ecuador this December is expectedrganizing a series of educationalsyomen’s movement, aswell as loca
to bring together over 15,000schools, and other campaigns. and international politics. More
young people under the slogan The tour out West was anrecently, the YCL broughttogether
“Youth unite againstimperialism, occasion to re-start YCL organizingover 30 people from across Ontaric
for a world of peace, solidarity across BC, after a period offoraschoolin Guelph. The Leagus
and social transformation!” inactivity, focusing on Vancouver, is also planning a school in
Taking place once every threeVictoria, Kamloops, and Edmonton. Shawinigan, Quebec.
tofive years since 1948, the festival¥CLers are beginning to discuss While summeris always agood
is the largest gathering oforganize a school in winter 2014time for educational work, fall
progressive, anti-imperialist youth potentially in Kelowna. marks the back to school rush, an
inthe world. Cost of participation,  InJune the YCL held a one-daythe YCL has been getting active
including air travel, food and school in Ottawa focusing onwith tables on campuses and clu
accommodation to this year'scampus politics, followed by aregistrations. The League alsd
week-long festival is expected toweekend educational retreatin Juhhelped launch a campaign in
be just under $1000. at Camp Naivelt, a left-wing Hamilton to raise the minimum

In July and August, two teamssecular Jewish camp in Bramptonywage, with actions spreading now
the women’sto other cities like Guelple.

of YCLers headed out acrossfocused on
Canada, the first travelling through
Ontario, Quebec and New,
Brunswick to Nova Scotia, and
the second outreaching to Britis
Columbia, and Alberta.

The promotional tours visited
about fifteen cities across Canad
from Victoria to Halifax where
organizers met with a number o
organizations. In total, betwee
ten to twelve city committees have
eitherformed, or are inthe proces
of forming.

Endorsing groups of the festival
now include CUPE Toronto
District, the Canadian Federatio

"Reconciliation
movement must

defend Mother Earth"

Interview by the Georgia Straight with Grand Chief
Stewart Phillip of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs,
September 22, 2013

Today'’s historic Walk for Reconciliation in Vancouver was bil
as a means “to transform and renew the very essence of relatio
among Aboriginal peoples and all Canadians”.

But according to Grand Chief Stewart Phillip of the Union of B
Indian Chiefs, reconciliation must also be about protecting
environment for future generations.

“Those that understand that we need to defend Mother Earth and
embrace sustainable development need to step up and embrace the
challenges of the future,” Phillip told the Georgia Straight while
Pwalking along West Pender Street. “It's not merely a warm, fuzzy
social movement. Reconciliation will have purpose - and that pufpose
will be to defend Mother Earth for future generations.”

Thousands turned up for the walk, which featured keynote sp
Bernice King, daughter of slain civil-rights leader Martin Lut
King Jr. King spoke about human dignity, self-respect, histo
oppression, and the importance of nonviolence, but never
commented on environmental issues.

Phillip, on the other hand, spoke bluntly about “this insane
that we're currently on with respect to fossil fuels and develop
that has actually no consideration or respect for the adverse i
it will have on the environment [and] on water”.

“I think this country and the province of British Columbia are quic
P heading for the watershed momentwhere we're all being challenge
taking a stand on what the future will hold for our children,
grandchildren, and our grandchildren’s grandchildren,” he said.

Phillip claimed that the Harper government is “obsessed
ramming through $650 billion worth of large-scale resoy
development projects, again with no consideration for
environment”.

He spoke specifically about the proposed Enbridge and Ki
Morgan pipelines, alleging that the federal government has emb
on an “offensive” that is designed to lay the groundwork for declg
these projects in the national interest.

“They’re making an effort to establish a consultation record
they will rely on when these matters shift to the courts,” Phillip S
“They’re going to mislead the general public - deliberately mis
the general public - and suggest that after this intense peri
consultation the vast majority of Canadians and British Columk
and First Nations are supporting these pipeline projects, whi
clearly not the case. So we’re heading for serious conflict ir
province of British Columbia. There is no question about that.

When asked if this could lead to direct action, Phillip replied
necessary, | don’'tthink there will be any hesitation on the part of
Nations and our allies to get involved and protect the land.”
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of Students-Ontario, severalStudents at the recent YCL school in Ontario.
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EDIT ORIALS

Canada’s immigration Guantanamo

On Sept. 18, over 180 immigration detaineesin Lindsay, Onta
Central East Correctional Centre began protests against
detention conditions. The detainees were recently moved
other prisons inthe Greater Toronto Area, further from families
legal support. Some began a hunger strike which has since g
but other actions continue.

Their demands are simple: better access to medical care,
workers and legal services, cheaper phone calls, better food,
to constant lockdowns, transfers nearer to families and resot

Fio

sary e gy Rl ol PSR o 54 el e oo,

such as an arrest that has not led to conviction. Some have
jail for over seven years because Canada has no limit on ho
someone can be held prior to deportation.

G4S, Garda and Corbel Management. In Toronto alone, G4
Corbel were paid $19 million between 2004 and 2008.
In the last ten years, the number of people without full stht
(refugee claimants, temporary workers, etc.) has increased by 60%
but permanent residency visas have stayed constant. Regfugee 11
acceptance rates are less then 25%. Migrants denied full statuf have
to live without papers, services, justice or dignity, in daily feaf of
detention. Those arrested are locked up in brutish condifions
awaiting forced deportations.
There is nothing humane about this racist system - Cangda’s
own shameful mass Guantanamo must be ended now!

Quebec bans symbols but all
of Canada bans migrant s"

off. Many temporary and non- its doors to “family reunification”
status migrant workers are forcedn the hopes that white immigrants
to live in employers homes as avould sponsor their families.

Excerpts from a
commentary by Syed

gg;ia{]é th'E)pl:/érabble.ca, result of restrictive work permits  NIEAP worked, bringing in

 for or because of the nature of theiCaribbean and later Filipino
t the Thousands are outraged at th@obs, yet that housing is excludedvomen asin live-in domestic work,

US & Israel must also disarm

The contradictions, hypocrisy and outright lies of the U.S. pus
war against Syria just keep piling up. But so far, it appears tha

world isn’t buying Uncle Sam’s snake oil. One of the most appal
aspects of this situation is that the country beating the drums
“red lines” is responsible, directly or indirectly, for many of

ling*arti Quebecois charter of valuesrom housing and tenancy actand Caribbeanand Latin American
b charter that proposes to prohibitegulations so that rights cannotn to agricultural work. However,
e the wearing of religious symbolsbe accessed. When migrantsheinverse happened in the family

deadliest attacks on civilians of the last century. A partial listincljdeBY public employees. As thesecomplain, bosses fire them, omreunification streams as newly
the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the use of defjletémbols are disproportionatelyreport them to immigration arriving permanentimmigrants of
uranium weapons in Irag, the “agent orange” defoliation campiigorn by racialized immigrants in enforcement, forcing many to colour sponsored far more family
which is still poisoning Vietnam, and much more. particular Muslims and Sikhs, members then white settlers did.
Today, the U.S. is still threatening to bomb Syria if that coufitneritics insistthat Marois is playing O h Undeterred, the federal
ther
VOICes...

isn’t quick enough to destroy its stockpile of chemical weapons| Yehe ‘race card.” Many insist that governmentis now shutting down
the United States keeps foot-dragging on moves to eliminate it owRe Charter of Values will create the family reunification systemand
deadly arsenal. The Pentagon still has about 2,611 tons of mustdrd gé@cond class of citizens.” the humanitarian pathways.
in a facility in Colorado, and 524 tons of a spectrum of chenfical --- Though many condemn This latest wave of expansion
weapons - including deadly nerve agent Sarin - in Kentucky. Quebec for its Charter of Values, of the Temporary Foreign Work
As aratifier of the Chemical Weapons Convention treaty, overpedpfovinces across Canada have Program and the shift to
by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons a} théimilarly created two-tiered legal . temporariness in the entire
Hague, the U.S. agreed in 1997 to destroy its chemical wegpof¥stemstodenyrightstotemporaryeave the country, with noimmigration system is part of a
stocks within 10 years. Now, U.S. officials say they need andthépigrants. Quebecis _bannln_g somenechanism for appeal. The_ I|stlong history of trying to keep poor
decade. International weapons inspectors have been stymied devépgrants from wearing religious goes on and on, edu_catlonmlgrants of colour out of full status
times in their efforts to speed things up. Just as ominous, th u.symbols and working for the pensions, all basic services ar@ndrights. Nogovernment, federal

remains silent on Israel’s refusal to ratify the Convention, gve§overnment, butforthe large partdenied to migrants by law. or provincial, has wavered from
though Israel has also used such weapons against civilians. | Noteémporary ornon-status migrant - Lest all this be pegged on to thethis work of keeping poor and
Every rational person wants to see these weapons permarjen@§n get a decent job anywhere iiConservatives and Pauline Maroisacialized bodies away from full
destroyed. But to be effective, universal disarmament mugt bis country. Herein Ontario, manya little history on legalized rights in this country. Reading in
truly universal. The U.S. and its closest allies cannot be allgwetmporary and non-status migrantexclusion of migrants is in order.this light, Marois’s attempt to shut
a free pass, especially given their track record as global bufjiedireé being paid under minimumFor the first hundred years aftereligious symbols from public
wage. Some like agriculturalconfederation Canadianserviceisjustthe tip oftheiceberg,
workers, most of whom areimmigration policy banned peoplenot an aberration but a con-
racialized migrants, are of colour fromimmigrating to the tinuation. Namingitas such, across
“exempted” from minimumwage, country altogether. It officially the country,isimperative if we are
holiday pay or overtime altogether.became “colour-blind” and opento actually defeat racisme.
Others like domestic workers,to racialized immigrants in 1967.
factory workers, etc. who areWhile many see this as a historic
theoretically included within winagainstracismin Canada, ne\(
minimum wage laws cannotlawsgwere quickly formed to Renew
actually reclaim monetary lossescontinue the exploitation andl toda |
as they only have six months toexclusion of racialized immigrants. | y
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apply to get back stolen wages, In 1973, Canada instituted
and there is a cap on the amountew immigration system where
they can get. Migrant workers aremigrants could come and work in
often charged exorbitant sums othe country for a few short yearsI
money for the “privilege” in “user with limited rights, and then bel
fees” to work in Canada - theseforced to leave. The program wag
“recruitment fees” are largely named the Non-lmmigrant|
legalized and where they are notEmployment Authorization
those restrictions aren’t enforced Program (NIEAP) and essentiallyI
When temporary or non-statusmaintained the previousI
migrants get injured on the job,immigration policy - it excluded |
provincial laws ban them from racializedimmigrants, particularly |
accessing decent health care. Fevpoor ones, from permanent statug
if any, get injured workers in Canada. It also created a nev'
compensation. Those that do argvorkforce that kept temporary
“deemed” fit for a job in Ontario workers in sex-segregated, Iowl
after they have been deported tpaying, difficult jobs. Afraid of
countries where no such jobs existoo many people of colour arriving|]
and the compensation is then cuih the country, Canada threw opers,
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skl Class against Class: a one-sided war

Theory

from Zoltan Zigedy, http:// decis_ively aborted by the bestdrivenrelentlesslytoachi_evegreateefforts by Jesse Jackson _ inat a record pace. _
zzs-blg.blogspot Cc;m/ “public servants” that _monopoly and greater rates of profit and sumsubse_quent years. While How do they do it? _
’ ’ corporations and their wealthy of profit. establishment Democrats mocked First, the US auto industry

Every commentator of every owners can buy. It is the logic of capitalism to Reagan’s lame “trickle down” received massive tax-payer bailouts
stripe concedes that US workers What, then, are the dynamics thateduce the costs of economic activityeconomics, a decade later theyrom the Obama administration, but
have been battered over the last fiv@enerate inequality? What reallyand command a greater share of thatelebrated the same idea with theionly on the condition that they close
years since the onset of the globa@ccounts for the ever wideningactivity for the owners, investors, absurd slogan that “arising tide liftsplants and lay off workers! So much
economic crisis. What most fail toincome and wealth game betweenand shareholders. From theall boats.” for the Democratic Party friends of
concede is that the battering was thény minority and the vast majority perspective ofthe worker, “reducing Obama, the latest political labour.
direct result of a one-sided clas®f US citizens? costs” translates into a relentlessfriend” of labour, has so far failed  Secondly, the industry produces
war. No understanding of economicattack on the wages and benefits afo deliver anything of significance the same amount of vehicles with

From every perspective,inequality in a global capitalist the working class. The less thatmusto workers in the five years of hislessthan 80% ofthe formerworkers,
measured by every economic administration, nothing that mighta forced-march increase in
indicator, all US workers - thosef——— - = have reversed the grinding, painfulproductivity.
organized into trade unions and—_ T B “?__‘:ﬂélﬁ'l‘g:‘““‘éf a > ;E'!":_n[ decline of working class standards And thirdly, at United Auto
those not - have been hammere|_ — mm,‘.:: "1 INNITOR! of living. Worker unionized plants, the union
relentlessly. Unemployment, THE ECONDMY? Certainly the top leaders of thesubmitted to deep concessions.
measured by the government’s leas trade union movement have servedEntry level UAW workers now make
telling index, remains workers no better. Accordingly, they $15.78 an hour, arate commensurate
unconscionably high. Labour force have been punished for their failurewith an annual wage a mere 12%
participation, a better measure o}- by a sharp decline in unionabove the level defined by the
the job picture, continues to decline membership, a decline that has lea&ederal government as “living in or
And the jobs that do become them to panic before their own fate.near poverty.” Once, the UAW wage
available are unprecedentedly part] ¥ Of course their concerns, born ofand benefit package was the gold
time, low-paying, or temporary. self-preservation, are nothingstar of industrial unionism!

Wages are stagnant or declining compared to the devastation of the Because of their total capitulation
in every sector and labour’s share o working class inflicted over the lastto the auto industry bosses, the
national wealth continues to atrophyy} ... four decades. Their failure to useleaders of the once proud UAW
Benefits are under attack with|: the available tools of class strugglehave resorted to pursuing the
workers’ contributions to existing their reliance on cozy arrangement®rganization of the Chattanooga,
benefits growing and employers’ with bosses, and their identificationTennessee Volkswagen plant by
share shrinking. with the health and flourishing of sneaking through the back door.

The oft-cited road to success fo corporations are policies that haveThey hope to use a European Union
working class youth - a college proven severely injurious to theregulation and their cozy relation
education - has proven fool’s gold.economy can begin without anbe shared with the worker, the moreavorking class. with the company to secure
The average student is saddled witcknowledgment of class. Thethat can go toward profit. Collaboration that links the fate recognition. How else to “win” a

$25,000 in student debt and aeXxistence of social classes is the Since the dawn of capitalism,of the working class to the fate ofnon-union shop when union and
marginal job that retards getting outunwelcome analytic tool thatworkers have recognized thethe corporations has paid offnon-unionwagesare virtually equal?
of debt and capturing meaningfulcapitalist apologists devote careerslivergence of interest between profihandsomely... for the corporations(Actually, when relative costs-of-
savings. to denying. Media savants andmaximization and realizing their A recent study summarized ithe living are factored, they are
At the same time, a “recovery” academic authorities choke on thelesire to improve their economicWall Street Journasubmits that by sometimes better in non-union
has occurred: production andword“class.” Tothem, class divisionstanding. They have understood théhe end of this decade, “Adjustedplants).
national wealth have rebounded tds a distant memory of hereditarynecessity of fighting to both maintainfor productivity, average labour Indeed,thereisno classwarwhen
and surpassed their pre-crisis levelgristocrats and down-troddenand expand their share of the fruitssosts will beat Japan by 18%,one side is always in retreat. The
Profits and profit growth are well peasants. Surely, they affirm, theof economic activity. The history of Germany 34%, and France 35%.rout can only be reversed if workers
above historic levels and trendsrise of representative governmentabour is a history of the Thestudydoesn’tbothertomentiorshed their blind support for the
And the stock market has revivedhas eradicated class distinctions. development of the instrumentswhat this will mean for US workers, Democratic Party and vigorously

energetically. To avoid the obvious, liberals (unions, political parties), ofcourse. Theirlosses to the gods oéxercise their independence. The
The widely heralded “recovery” and so-called “progressives” havetechniques (unity, strikes, competitiveness are capitalists’rout can only be reversed when
has only been arecovery for the vergreated a class that simply hangs idemonstrations), and ideologygains! workers transform their unions into

wealthiest. A recent study by thethe air, absent any supporting(class, class consciousness, class To take an example, US autoclass-struggle weapons and launch
formidable economic research teanstructures: the middle class! Astruggle) necessary to secure aales have soared to levels unseemcounter-offensive.
of Saez and Piketty shows that 95%avoured idea embraced bygreatershare ofthe surplus generategince before the economiccrisisfirst The future doesn’t have to
of the income benefits of this one-politicians, top labour leaders, andby the labour process. And amongstruck. Corporate profits are growingcontinue with the pase.
sided recovery have accrued to théocial workers, the middle class isthe most advanced, visionary
top 1% of income recipients. Thesaid to shrink, decline, or disappearworkers, a world entirely free of the
other 99% must settle for a tinyyet no one tells us where the losemployer/employee relationship, & 2 :
share of the meager remaining 5%>l/5nembers go! world without exploitation, a world ECOn0m|C winners and Iosers
gain in income! This slick trick hopes to mask theof common, social ownership, isthg . : . .

That US workers’ fate and thesimple fact that the US is not agoal. Operating profits reported by corporations in Canada have edged
fate of their employers and theirclassless society. Thus, we can and should measure down sllg_htlythlsyear, but remain athistoric levels. S_tf’itIS_tICS Ca 1Qda
minions are on two separate, Contrary to popular mythology, the success or failure of the working reéportedin Augustthat corporations earned $72.2 billion in operating
divergent tracks is undeniable. Thasocial life in the US is not all class movement by how well it hag Profits in the second quarter of 2013. That marked a decline of P.8%
these two tracks are sustainable isarmony and bliss. Instead, itis ondared in the battle with employers| from the previous quarter, which was a drop of 2.8% from the final
entirely a different matter, a matterof conflicting and incompatible for a greater share of that surplus.| three months of 2012. These figures point to a total of some 5290
to be settled when workers embracéterests. Moreover, the sharpest Andbythatmeasure,oranyother} billion for this calendar year, the highest in Canadian history. Jyst as
afight back in the struggle betweerdifferences, the differences thatot only the last five years have| significant, the 2013 numbers are a huge jump over just four years
classes. determine material well-being, arebeen a disaster, but the previous ago;in 2009, total corporate operating profits were in the $200 bjllion

While pundits from across the differences of social class. The greathree decades as well. Income anf range, following the fiscal meltdown of September 2@08.
political spectrum acknowledge thecontribution of Marxismis to reveal wealth distribution has shifted| * In the winner-take-all world of corporate capitalism, on Sept| 20
huge and growing chasm betweem@xactly how classis bestunderstoodramatically in favour of the | BlackBerry stock closed down $1.74, a drop of 16%, to $9.0§ on
the rich and working people (see; not as social position, professionemployer class and its attendants. the TSE. The company expects to post a loss of US$950 mjllion
for example, Paul Krugman’s Richor subjective perception, but as darhe rich are winning a class war for| \when it reports second-quarter earnings. But the real victim are
Man’s Recovery,The New York material relation between employerthe lion’s share of socially produced BlackBerry employees, 4,500 of whom will be laid off as fhe
Timey, they offer little by way of and employee. That is, the mostvealth. The working class is losing company tries to cut operating costs by 50% by next #une.
explanation and even less towardiseful discrete divide is betweeneven the gains of the pasg. * Canadians who lose their jobsire less likely to get El benefifs
232(;%%?“9 and correcting theg:ﬁzfs V;’L‘g tﬁgg:gvshghgré?/?doeu;hgft uomlgosr?;hgrsgfgfgr's have| than atany other time on record. StatsCan says the numbe of El

Instead, they deplore and regretiabour. The former constitutes amounted an aggressive assault on recipients fell by 2.1%in July, to justunder 504,000, S'”_"'a”o the
condemn and rue the sorry plight ofclass of employers and their minionsworkers’ wages and benefits numbers before the labour-market downturn in 2008.

| Unfortunately, the total number of jobless is still 300,000 higher.

working people in the face of the latter - a much larger group -ostensible workers’ organizations - ;
burgeoning wealth channeled to theonstitutes the working class. have failed workers. There are nearly 1.4 million unemployed people in Canada tqday,

privileged. They trot out a host of ~ Even a casual reflection on the The Democratic Party enjoyed| Versus 1.1 million in September 2008, when the collapsg of
tired, ineffective nostrums that relation between the two classes ithe support of the working class Lehman Brothers triggered the global financial crisis. According
consistently evade changing thecapitalist society exposes a sharphanks to both real and imagined to Erin Weir, an economist for the United Steelworkers, [the
dynamics that invariably generateand irreconcilable difference of gains won through the New Deal off Proportion of unemployed Canadians receiving regular El benefits
growing inequality. Slogans like interest. Those who employ labourthe 1930s. In the ensuing years, thgt was 36.5% in July, the lowest on record. As recently as 2007,(45%
“tax the rich” warm the blood, but share no other goal than maximizinghigh point of labour-friendliness | of unemployed qualified for El benefits. Weir also noted that|the
get no political traction. And on the the profit of their enterprises. Putdissipated, with its last echoed numberof Canadians applying for the firsttime for El, or renewing
rare occasion when tax increasesimply, fromthe Mom and Pop storeembodied in the 1978 Democratiq their El benefits, jumped by 3.4%, suggesting the job market
and the like survive political mine tothe largestmonopoly corporation,Party platform. Of course that| weakened even as El benefits rolled out to fewer people.| The
fields, the rich find ways to evadeowners are in business to makelatform was betrayed by the| Harper government toughened El rules earlier this year, crepting
them. Given the political power thatmoney. While small enterprises areDemocrat President-elect, Jamep more complex standards to keep benefits and a new requirgment
inequality confers to the wealthy, itlimited inscope and intensity, largerCarter. Never again did the| thatbeneficiaries who have used El frequently have to take arjy job
should be no wonder that everenterprises, especially those wittDemocratic Party embrace labour's ayailable to them and accept as much as a 30-per-cent pay|cut.
modest reformist proposals argnvestors and shareholders, areause, despite Don Quixote-like]
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The fightback against EI cuts continues

From http://rebelyouth- LY planning meeting to strategize forcandidate, some have
magazine'blogspot ca the days ahead, when the impaatnsuccessfully run for
' ' - _ ofthe reforms will begin to be felt, Conservative nominations, some

Public pressure against th
Harper Conservative govern-&g
ment’'s recent Employment..
Insurance (El) reforms will
continue this fall, as labour and
community activists move forward
with one of the more dynamic and
united union-led fightbacks
Québec, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia have seen in recent years§

While the protest movement

with plans for continued action have been on the executive of
including occupations of Conservative riding associations,
governmentbuildings and politicalsome have run for conservative
offices. parties at the provincial level, and
others have donated to the federal
. party,” theGlobe and Mail(May
The whistle blower 26th) reported.

When Sylvie Therrientook her  Critics point out that these are
job at Service Canada, she nevahe people, mostly Conservative
intended to be a whistle blower.men, who now make the decision
Now sheis suspended without payvhether  workers receive
developed over the past year ir and subject to a witch-hunt by theEmployment Insurance - or are
response to a “double round” of El o - government, allbecause she leakethrown to the lions” without any
cuts effecting the whole country,Le Mouvement Autonome et Solidaire des Sans-emploi (MASS,  documents that put wind in thesocial support.
they’ve spread like wild-fire $e Il\r/llderlJDendem aﬂdbUggegogﬂf)Viﬂmem,Ofl the Unemployed) at  sails of the Employment Insurance
especially across French-speakinge May bay march by o0, In Montreal. fightback. o
Acadien and Quepecms cities anqiefinitions,?Z% of frequent usersdepend on seasonal work because Therrien's Ieal_<, coming after Broad coalition gI’OWS_
towns, and even villages. cross Canada were in Québeso many activities in the Atlantic months of actions in these All these scandals are helping

Thisis because the double roun nd the four Atlantic provinces. rural areas, the fisheries communities, exploded like asmalifuel public anger in Québec against
of attacks to El by the Harper “Québec alone providésagriculture etE: are seasonal. It i, omb by scandalizing the publicthe El reforms. The broad coalition
Tories after the 2012 federal160 000 of the total 387 000theworkthéltis§easonal ”Ricﬁar at Service Canada had placetie Mouvement Autonome et
budget is disproportionatel . ; s ' uotas to find $485,000 in Solidaire des Sans-emploi (the
im g€ prop yprowders of this group (which is atold another news source. q = . : .

pacting workers in seasonalIittle over a third of all the “The government has never savings” by denying El claims. Independent and United
industries. It is a reality linked unemployed people in Québec),’shown any interest in building Pressure tactics includedMovement of the Unemployed or
with long-standing questions of ourgauit-Coté wrote drawingi infrastructure in rural and coastaICheCking addresses, bankMASS) held its general assembly
the economic underdevelopmen rom. a 2012 repor’t on El areas so that there can be work affccounts, medical documentsthis past July.
across Canada and socia onitoring and Assessment.year long” he said, noting thatPhysical appearances, and even “The addition of two new
inequalities faced by the French-While Atlantic frequent users.depletion offishing s'tocks had leg?@nging on the door of claimant'smember groups [into the coalition]
speaking national communities. represent between 42.8% (Novdo a reduced fishing season homes demanding anreflects the desire of working

Scotia) and 61.4% interrogation-style interview with people and the unemployed to fight
. o . ) twenty-three questions. together against these unfair
Three tiers (Newfoundland) of all claimants, &, i\ strikes a chord reforms, which will have negative

Alberta has just 8.9% of frequent
claimants, the lowest rate in the When Acadien Guy Lanteigne \Jore scandals
country. started an online petition from his
The statistics show the overlapNew Brunswick home, he hardly
tween regions with a highexpected it to reach 34,000
cadien and QuébécoisCanadians coast to coast.
population, where there is long- ButLanteigne’s petition quickly
standing economic earned the support of awide rang
collecting El _underdevelopment, and_ fthosenf community_ groups in New
Workers With no history of mpaqte_d by El. Perhaps it is nolBrunS\_quk including the
collecting El make tier one “repeatsurpnsmg that these are theAssociation of Francophone
y communities where the fightbackSeniors, the Association of

\?v?w(izlzs“lr()enzﬂlgrssgserzf;ar;:aot;[elfr};r?;ve% has been the strongest. Francophone Municipalities, the
9 ' Union of Municipalities, the

Workers’ ability_tolaunchappeals Francophone Literacy [P ™
Waj also.erfecnvely scfaled—back,East Coast protest Associagion, and the Acadiayn :
andspecilmeasures orseasonthovernen
: including the New Brunswick
cancelled. A wave of actions took place Federation of Labour
across New Brunswick and Nova < '
Scotia last winter and into the. AIIfourprov!ncu_iI governments
El harder to get spring. Quiet towns and tiny the Atlantic, including two
The cuts push those who havevillages across New Brunswick’s Seocnosredw%vi\;ﬁ 02?,?,; Qa\;gr%?n% fo
needed El before, or remainAcadian peninsula, including0 osition to the federal
unemployed for longer than a fewCampbellton, Inkerman, Tracadie- PP

. . P Conservative El reforms. The
manths, to accept any work theyShella, and Miramichi saw IargeAtlantic Episcopal Assembly of

can find - even if it is 70% lower crowds of angry residents up in . . — | .
than their previous pay and ararms againstthe El reforms. Uptocath(l)“f{:t Bl_shl\(/?ps also 'SS_UBE? an'Whistle-blower" Sylvie
almost an hour drive (one-way)six hundred workers and families?PEN 'E!er N Viay EXPressing ourTherrien

from the worker’'s home. blocked trafficand, in some casesggﬁggfittan?rzngﬁg u;frtfjppcl)gt ?g? c;ur
The second round, implementedccupied Service Canada offices; Y 99

The first round of cuts were
implemented in January, when
Service Canada divided the
unemployed into three “tiers” or be
categories of “users” - based noy
longer just on paid experience in
the workforce (not “under the table’
work), but also experience with

consequences on the entire world
of work,” Marie-Hélene Arruda,

Québec organizers havespokesperson of the MASS
exposed other scandals involvingcoalition told the general assembly.
El, including the case of a man“The unemployed groups, trade
whose active claimwasterminateduinions and civil society

fter Service Canadaorganizations have closed ranks
unsuccessfully called his housdo express their opposition and
several times, to see if he waspeak with a united voice against
working. The problemis, eachtimethe [Harper Conservative]
Service Canada called, he was atgovernment which instead, opts
for division of "the good’ and "the
bad’ unemployed.”

Class impact

The comments by the MASS
underscore the wide-ranging class
impactthe Tories “slash-and-burn”
cuts have beyond just those who
are unemployed, either regularly
or occasionally, or just those in
Québec and Atlantic Canada.

“In the current economy, we
are told, itis unlikely that you will
make it through your life without
being laid-off and have to search
for a new job. In fact, we are told
that this will [actually be] rather

: : ocal job-search workshopregular,” Graham Cox wrote on
in April, drastically reduces Largercenterssuchas Shedia(g]c:jr? _com{)ass?ré?te, eciunabléorganized by the government.  the news site rabble.ca recently.
eligibility for El. As Toronto Star Moncton, Fredericton, and Saint- ndfairsystem of [El]assistance. Now the worker is weaving his ~ “The reason for this is not that
columnist Carol Gore wrote (April Quentin also saw protests as did a way through the new appealswe are all bad workers, but rather
10), “the essence of this change isumber of communities across\ajor fightback in process, trying to win back hisbecause that is the nature of
that the government has pusheflova Scotia including Sydney, b claim. Butas part of the El reformscapitalism. The economic system
the threshold to qualify for the Antigonish, Truro, Bridgewater, Que ec the Tories have abolished the oldmposed on us has brought with it
most generous form of El treatmen@nd Halifax. Even larger demonstrationsEmployment Insurance Boards ofa reduction in secure employment
out of reach for most Canadians.” “What Ottawa seems to havetakenplaceinQuébec.EverReferees, which included aand a massive increase in

Even before the cuts, maximumdisregard is that rural communitiescity in that province has seen someepresentative from business angrecarious work,” wrote Cox, a
weekly benefits had shrunk fromare almost devoid of year-longform of action opposing the El|abour, as well as a chairperson.research director with the
$604 in 1996 to an average of jusemployment industries,” Michel reforms. Almost a hundred Already, asth€anadianPress Canadian Union of Public
$335 per week in 2012. Less tharRichard, an organizer with thecitizens’ assemblies on El haveMay 21st) found recently, “as Employees (CUPE).

40 per cent of unemployedMaritime Fishermen’s Union and taken place drawing over 10,000many as one of every five

workers, and even fewer womenspokesperson for a Newparticipants. chairpersons on the Employmen .
actually qualify for EI. Brunswick coalition against the The biggest anti-El reform Insurance BoardsofRefereesga\,\J\lomen also hit hard
El reforms, told CBC News. mobilization was held in Montréal money to political parties, riding  Earlier this year, CUPE released

National Question tomark May Day. The march dreWasso_ciations _and electiona brief stating the El reforms will
) Work seasonal. not over 50,000 people into the streetszandidates while they served orhave a greater impact on women.
While the cuts to the ! Although relatively under- thetribunal,” breakingthe rules of The CUPE study used Statistics
Employment Insurance system hitvorkers reported by the corporate medidmpartiality and bringing in Canada’s economic dependency
all workers across Canada, they | a¢t vear, El usage in NewQUiSide of Québec, the demo wag37,000in donations in total to theprofile estimating the economic
are designed to have a particulag ., nswick 'averaged 35 019likely the largest mass protest inConservative Party. impact of social welfare, pensions,
punch in areas where workers ca),,rkers. Some months as mémy aganada since the Québec student |tseems like the patronage storand unemployment benefits.
only find seasonal employment. 45 g30 workers were reported tostnke. o _ _ has been repeated with the new Women collect unemployment
As Guillaume Bourgault-Coté be,collecting. Organizing continued this pastone-person Social Securitybenefits for considerably longer
writing in the newspapé&e Devoir “We have to demystify this myth SUmMmer. The education groupTribunal. periods of time than men across
(May 30) showed, while only ot there are seasonal workers: Mouvqment Action-Chomage de  Outofthe 46 full-time members, the country (for example 30 weeks
27.3% of El claimants were s 5 gerogatory way of speaking ontréal (Montreal Unemploy- “Six are failed Conservative in Manitoba and Saskatchewan
considered “tier three” or “frequent o .ause these workers actuall'€NtAction Movement) recently candidates, one is a failed federal
users” according to the new onvened an early-SeptembepProgressive  Conservative see El, page 11
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Environment crisis: can capitalism cope?

By Johan Boyden And while th.ere sti.II seems to creating new jobs, such as buildingunited mass actic_)n for aParty of Canada.
be money for fighter jets, bombstens of thousands of units of greemlemocratic, pro-environmental We made the case why labour
Oil spill creates toxic legacy. andwar, under “austerity” budgetsaffordable  housing, andand pro-peace agenda. should be at the core of the
Government accused of muzzlingo funds are available fordeveloping alternative energy Thisarticleisthe firstin a seriesenvironmental fight back, the toxic
scientists on climate change.children’s playgrounds, parks forindustries, have growing traction.presenting an extended discussiorelationship between capitalism
Invasive species threaten wildlife.camping and nature - orevenwater Even the big corporate political about building mass action for anand the environment, and the need
High cancer in Natives linked with filtration plants for over a hundred parties pay lip service to such ideasalternative agenda that puts naturéor a socialist alternative.
tar sands: study. Global warming Aboriginal Reserve communitiesWhat is lacking is the political before profits. “Reds” have a long and relatively
causing storms, freak weather.across the country. vehicle of a broad people’s The article series grew out ofproud history struggling on
Park privatization bad for Hasitbecome too much justtocoalition to bring about such ana presentation | made to a week*green” issues. Itis, we think, only
environment, union says. askthatwe live in a safe and healthglternative, democratic and prodong training camp of labour, “natural” that these voices have
These kinds of headlines are alenvironment? Why are we alwaysenvironmental agenda. youth, student, peace and envilong been part of the chorus of
too common in the media today.being told we mustchoose between Is such a movement possible?onmental activists aboutcalls concerned about the world
Both in Canada and around thehe environment and jobs? Yes. Most of the major new socialbuilding a united fight back environmental crisis.
world, society is facing Despite expensive “smoke andorotest movements in Canadagainst austerity, the Harper Sustainability, to draw from the
increasingly dangerous mirrors” corporate campaigns tocovered in our pages make astronGonservatives, and corporatéUN definition, is about “meeting
environmental crises. change public opinion, millions of connection with environmental rule organized by the Communistthe needs of the present without
It seems almost everyonepeople in Canada are correctlystruggles (Occupy, the compromising the ability of future.”
agrees, at least in words, that ndblaming big business as the majoQuebec Student Strike, and Life itself has shown that capitalism
enoughis being done to really turrculprit for environmental disasters.ldle No More), or put the is a highly destructive systemwhich
the problem around. If anything, The destructive policies of theenvironment centre-stage in many ways even threatens the
matters are getting worse. Harper Conservative governmen{like the anti-pipeline existence of many animal species
Much of what scientists haveinmanyways putaface tothenovement). including our own. Capitalism
predicted and modeled aboutttack against the environment.  The noise coming from cannot meet the needs of today, let
climate change ten orfifteen yearfReaders of People’s Voice sharghe streets today, especially alone tomorrow.
ago is not only beginning to comethe very real concern of Canadiangrom young people yelling In reality, therefore, capitalism
true, but in some cases is provingbout these issues. at the top of their voices, is has no future. Could it
to be an under-estimate. Positively, growing numbers of that enough is enough. This be that real sustaina-

Many more people die in labour activists, environmentalists,is the sound of a brave call
Canada today of iliness related tmnd other progressive-mindedinking the rights of people
air pollution are murdered. Yetpeople are also calling for a newand nature - not poverty, wa

bility means ending
oppression and exploit-
ation, winning real

democracy, peace and a
socialist future for
Canada? These are
questions we hope to
discuss in coming issuess.

while violent crime rates drop, direction, to put Canada back tcand capitalist greed.
governments expand funding forwork while taking comprehensive We need to make that call
police and prisons while action ortheenvironment. much louder and more
dismantling many environmental As the so-called “economic powerful, resonating:
regulations. recovery” drags on, ideas abouthrough the land, urgingi

Scientist s warn about p ace of climate change

experienced a five degree Celsiuare challenged by that rate ofreviewed results from two-dozenthe world face much larger
hike in temperature 20,000 yearshange.” climate models to describechanges.

ago, as Earth emerged from the Some of the strongest evidencgossible climate outcomes from Some climate changes will be
last ice age. This is a changdor how the global climate systempresent day to the end of theunavoidable, because humanshave

The planetis undergoing one ofcomparable to the high-end of theesponds to high levels of carborcentury. In general, extremealready emitted greenhouse gases
the largest changes in climate sincerojections for warming over the dioxide comes from paleoclimateweather events, such as heatwavésto the atmosphere, and the
the dinosaurs went extinct. But20th and 21st centuries. studies. Fifty-five million years and heavy rainfall, are expectedtatmosphere and oceans have
what mightbe even more troubling  The geologicrecord showsthatago, carbon dioxide in thebecome more severe and morglready been heated.
for humans, plants and animals, i20,000 years ago, as the ice sheatmosphere was elevated to a levdtequent. “There is already some inertia
the speed of the change. Stanford For example, the researchersn place,” Diffenbaugh said. “If
ﬁl(in:ate sci]?nrt]ists warn t?]at the Stanford University scientists report that n?tethat,t:/vithcontinuedemLSSiﬁnslle:nvery new power plant or factory
Ikely rate of change over the next . . of greenhouse gases at the hi the world produced zero
century will be at least 10 times climate Ch‘?nge ’? On. pace to lead to a 5-6 eng of the scgnarios, annugbmissions, We'dpstiu see impact
quicker than any climate shift in degree Celsius spike in annual temperatures temperaturesover North Americafrom the existing infrastructure,
the past 65 million years. Europe and East Asiawillincreaseand from gases already released.”

If the trend continues at its by the end of the 21st Century : 2-4degrees Cby 2046-2065. With  The mo%edramaticczangesthat
current rapid pace, it will place that covered much of North comparable to today. The Arcticthatamountofwarming, the hottestould occur by the end of the
significant stress on terrestrialAmericareceded northward, plantOcean did not have ice in thesummer of the last 20 years iscentury, however, are not written
ecosystems around the world, andnd animals recolonised areas thaummer, and nearby land wasxpected to occur every otheryealin stone. There are many human
many species will need to makehad been underice. As the climatevarm enough to support alligatorsor even more frequently. variables at play that could slow
behavioural, evolutionary or continued to warm, those plantsand palm trees. By the end of the century, shouldthe pace and magnitude of change
geographic adaptations to surviveand animals moved northward, to “There are two key differencesthe current emissions of- or accelerate it.

Although some of the changescooler climes. for ecosystems in the cominggreenhouse gases remain Considerthe 2.5 billion people
the planet will experience in the “We know from past changesdecades compared with theunchecked, temperatures over thg/ho lack access to modern energy
next few decades are alreadyhatecosystems have responded @eologic past,” Diffenbaugh said.northern hemisphere will tip 5-6 resources. This energy poverty
“baked into the system”, how afew degrees of globaltemperaturéOne is the rapid pace of moderndegrees C warmer than today’sneans they lack fundamental
different the climate looks at thechange over thousands of years,tlimate change. The other is thatverages. In this case, the hottegfenefits for illumination, cooking
end ofthe 21stcentury willdependsaid Diffenbaugh. “But the today there are multiple humansummer of the last 20 yearsand transportation, and they're
largely on how humans respond. unprecedented trajectory thatwe'restressors that were not present 5becomes the new annual norm. more susceptible to extreme

The findings come from a on now is forcing that change tomillion years ago, such as “It'snoteasy tointuitthe exact weather disasters. Increased
review of climate research by Noahoccur over decades. That's ordersrbanisation and air and wateimpact from annual temperaturessnergy access will improve their
Diffenbaugh, an associateof magnitude faster, and we’repollution.” warming by 6 C,” Diffenbaugh quality of life - and in some cases
professor of environmental Earthalready seeing that some species Diffenbaugh and Field also said. “But this would present atheir chances of survival - but will
system science, and Chris Field, a novel climate for mostland areasincrease  global  energy

professor of biology and the — Given the impacts those kinds ofconsumption and possibly hasten
M seasons currently have onwarming.
terrestrial forests, agriculture and  Diffenbaugh said that the range

director of the Department of ;
. hoicg ~
Global Ecology at the Carnegie ‘f‘-"!"' hhrqt*& t’“ 1Feer-1 S
Institution. The work is part of a | * 1° hat- wi _L:_ human health, we'll likely see of climate projections offered in
special report on climate chang: | kids for 2 years, h”f ng = substantial stress from severely hothe report can inform decision-
in the current issue @cience. something that will conditions.” makers about the risks that
Diffenbaugh and Field, both | kill +hem |ater... The scientists also projected thelifferent levels of climate change
velocity of climate change, definedpose for ecosystems.
asthe distance peryearthatspecies “There’s no question that a

By Bjorn Carey, Stanford
Report 2013, http://
news.stanford.edu/news

senior fellows at the Stanford
Woods Institute for the

Environment, conducted the
targeted but broad review of
scientific literature on aspects o
climate change that can affec
ecosystems, and investigated ho
recentobservations and projectior

for the next century compare tc '

past events in Earth’s history.
For instance, the planel

Eirely 5 Ml

of plants and animals would neectlimate in which every summer is

to migrate to live in annual hotterthan the hottest of the last 20
temperatures similar to currentyears poses real risks for

conditions. Around the world, ecosystems across the globe,”
including much of the United Diffenbaugh said. “However, there

States, species face needing tare opportunitiesto decrease those
move toward the poles or higher inrisks, while also ensuring access
the mountains by at least oneo the benefits of energy

kilometre per year. Many parts ofconsumption.®




8 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e OCTOBER 1-15, 2013

% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Uganda teachers wants guarantees about thdetter working conditions. warning of awave of protests if theunion leader after armed assailants
handover before it steps down. President of the Bank Workersminimum wage was not raised.tried to batter their way into his
demand increase Any new talks would still be fragile, Union of Sao Paulo, Juvandia“The government can raise taxeshome and kill him.
butunlike Egypt, Tunisia’sarmedMoreira, blamed banking rationalize spending or set a The attack was at the house in
Ugandan school teachers wentorces have stayed out of theexecutives for not paying attentionmaximum wage,” he added. “ThisPuerto Cortes of Victor Crespo,

on strike on Sept. 16 after theirpolitical fray. to union demands. “Our objectivewould contribute significantly to general secretary of the Sindicato
demands for a 20% pay increase isto affecttechnological areas andocial justice.” Gremial de Trabajadores del
were rejected. The government transaction tables, to put pressure Majdi Sharabeya, secretaryMuelle (SGTM), early on Sept.
has long promised to raise on bankers and make thengeneral of the Tagammu Party14. The attackers left when they
teachers’ salaries, but ha negotiate as quickly as possiblesaid the governmentshould getridbecame aware that witnesses had
struggled to meet spendin with employees,” she said. of the advisers. “If we set aawakened in neighbouring

Among other demands, themaximum wage of 50,000 LE wepremises. They shouted through
union is asking for an 11.9% wagewould save billions for the low- the door that if Crespo didn’t

commitments since Wester
donors cut aid last year ove

corruption allegations. In July, it settlement, a minimum wageincome brackets,” he said. disappear they’'d be back in eight
emerged that tens of thousands ¢f increase, an end to cuts, better hours to finish the job, and that he
public workers including teachers working conditions, more security i should “stop making noise
and police officers had not and more job offers for Afro- Amazon hlt by organising stevedores”. The

Brazilians who continue to facestrike in Germany incidentfollows anonymous death

racist discrimination. threats telling Crespo to stop
Earlier in September, workers Workers at two Amazon.com seeking a collective contract atthe

at the Brazilian postal servicedistribution centers in Germanytown'’s port.

(ECT) also went on strike. Thehave walked off the job in an TheSGTM,inaccordance with

received their pay for months. ‘
James Tweheyo, secretar) e
general of Uganda National |
Teachers Union (UNATU), said el
the union’s 159,000 memberg

would not go back to the \_ / Union of Workers at the Post andongoing dispute over wages withHonduran labour legislation, has
classrooms when schools re- Telegraph Company (Sintect) isthe online retailer. The workersrequested a collective bargaining
opened for their final term this pressing the ECT for a minimumunion said Sept. 19 thata combineagreement with the stevedoring
year, until their demands are met. wage increase, adjusting wages t600 workers stayed off the job atcompanies of Puerto Cortes. ICTSI

In the past, the government ha oal mine collapse meetrising inflation, food stamps,Amazon centers in Leipzig and(International Container Terminal
been accused of using securitﬁ P and protection of their medicalBad Hersfeld. The short-termServices, Inc.) won a concession
personnel to intimidate striking jn Afghanistan insurance. The strikers also wanstrikes were to last for three daysto operate the port last February.
teachers into resuming work. increased postal deliveries, the The Ver.di union is pushing Following the attack the ITF
Uganda’s teachers are among A coal mine collapse on Sept_hiring of more workers, and betterAmazon to adopt wage agreementgioved Crespo to a safe place, and
the worst paid public workers in 14 killed at least 27 miners andcustomer service. similar to those governing retailthe Honduran police, president,
the east African country. Primaryinjured 20 more in northern Representativesfror_nSintect:_;\ndand mail-order workers. Amazonthe _Int(_ernational Labour
school teachers earn an averag&fghanistan. Another 12 workersthe Interstate Federation of Unionsays its distribution warehouses ifOrganization, and ICTSI were all
250,000 shillings ($97) a monthwere trapped underground.Of qutal Workers (Fe_ntec) _V\(ereGe_rmanyareIogisticscenters,analerted. The ITF has told the
and their secondary schoolEmergency teams rushed to théneetlngwn_h postal service officialsclaims the employees are alreadjdonduran president that Cre;po
counterparts take home 450,00@cene in aremote area of Samangah the capital to try to reach anwell paid. Ver.di represents somehas made two formal complaints

shillings ($177). province, and bodies were beinggdreement. According to Sintec, &,000 workersin Leipzig and 3,300to the police but has been offered
Embezzlement, the extrava-prought out of the accident site total of 55,000 workers remainedemployees at Amazon’s Badno protection.
gance of government officials, andFour rescue workers were alsd®n Strike in several states by midHersfeld center. ITF Americas regional
the rising cost of political reported badly injured. September, about half of the labour secretary  Antonio  Fritz
patronage have exacerbated “we have 27 miners who diedforce of the public company. The(!—londuran union commented: “This was a shameful
Uganda’s budgetary strain,while they were working in an strike has caused delays in th and cowardly attack thatwe believe
observers say. President Yowerunderground coal mine in delivery of packages and letterdegder attacked is linked to the union’s legitimate
Museveni, who has faced protestg\bkhorak coal mine in Ruyi Du and suspended the shipment of and lawful request for a collective
against his rule, is accused ofab district,” said Mohammad 900ds to the territories where ECT The ITF (International bargaining contractwhich, despite
failingto punish officialswho steal Sediq Azizi, the SamanganWOfkerS remain on strike. Transport Workers’ Federation,being repea_lte_zdly ref_used by the
public funds and presiding over agovernor's spokesman. “They the global umbrella group for employers, it is certain to secure.
bloated bureaucracy. were working in a coal mine when Egypt ralses dockworkers and related unions)We have no_dqubt that Victorisin
partofthe mine collapsedonthem. <7 . is defending a Honduran dockersdanger of his life.”
Tunisia unions We are heading to the scene foMINIMUM Wage
) further investigation.” .
mediate deal The US conducted an aerial Egypt's Cabinet has set the

mining survey of Afghanistan in monthly minimum wage for Many items in our "Global Class

Tunisia’s governing Islamists 2006, building on data collectedgovernment employees at 1,20( Struggle" column are from the
agreed in principle on Sept. 19 tchy the Soviet allies of the left- LE (Egyptian pounds), or $175. .
make way for a transitional wing government of the 19803_Ar:(nour]1;:|ngt_hat‘]themcrea;e_wnl Labour S tart WebSIte,
government and new electionsThe surveys have found evidencéake effect in January, Prime
The coalition’s approval of the 0f$1tri|lior)1/ofmineral deposits, a Minister Hazem el-Beblawi said www .labourst art.org
plan mediated by the country’'shuge potential wealth for thethe deC|s_|on is meant to “ensure
UGTT labour federation may opencountry ravaged by decades of waglecent life for citizens.” The \

up a dialogue with its secularand poverty. governmentis considering settin Send me information on the &‘E)

opponents and end the unrest that But the latest tragedy is aaminimumwageforprivatesect_o _ N
erupted after the assassination aieminder that children as young aémployees but has yet to decide Communist Party of Canada ‘-"";;

an opposition figure in July. ten are part of the workforce inthe amount, according to thg
Tunisia, where the overthrow Afghan mines. Earlier this year, MENA official news agency. _ _ _
of President Zine al-Abidine Benthe Wall Street Journateported Last year, the government T_he _Commgnlst Party _of Canada, forme'd in 1921, has a proud hlst_O of
Ali in 2011 was the first “Arab on avideo showing child labour atadjusted minimum wages to $10( Q%htggéodr jobs, eq#allty, t|{:>heace, Can?jq(;art'l m_deplen?ence\}var:g_ssﬁl]al sn;]t
Spring” revolt, has been in crisisunlicensed coal mines in BamiyarPer month. A higher minimum e oes much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffig

SN . A . . . against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
for weeks. Stepping in to mediate province. With the backing of the Wage has beenalongtime demaryd _ & e crocs the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

the UGTT proposed a timetablenonprofit school in Kabul where of Egypt's workers, who | .5 ementsonawide range of issues. All our policies and leadership ar set
forthe governmentto step downinhe works, 18-year-old Fardeenparticipatedinthe 2011 revolttha§ gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s part} of
three weeks and make way for @arakzaitravelled through Talibanousted longtime president Hosn|  socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
caretaker administrationtooversegerritory to document the Mubarak. The military-backed )
. " . L t appointed after the Central Committee CPC

elections. conditions atmines. His film showsgovernment, app ) 290A Danforth Ave. Toronto. ON. M4K 1N6

“We have some reservationsyoung boys coated in coal dust’JuIy. overthrow of Islamlst 416-469.2446  <info@ , 0. O™ ot
but we are ready to discuss theS%bouring in the CIaUStrOphObiCPreSldent Mohammed Mors', had - - INnfo@cpc-pcc.ca www.communist-party.c

w

points within the dialogue,” a passages of a tunnel. promised new measures to boodt o, communiste du Quebedsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
leader of the Islamist Ennahda By Afghan government the ecc_)nomy. Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
party told Reuters. The CPR partyestimates, as many as a third of Earlier in September, leaderg fASOSniré;f ggplirzi}ig;e ¢ Manitoba Committee CPC

one of Ennahda’s junior coalition children between the ages of 6 an@f leftist parties criticized PM al- | email: peq@cpe-pec.casl: 438-338-8890 S/ SeKIk Ave., Viniipeg, MB, RAW 2M3
partners, also expressed suppoi5 - more than 4 million - take partBeblawy for saying that the| ;. < umitee crc _
for the plan. The opposition insome sortofwork, from picking government would not raise thg 706 clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, vsL 331 Ontario Ctee. CPC

alliance, whichincludes some Berfruit to mining coal. minimum wage at this stage] 604-254-9836cpinfo.oc@gmail.com 2908 Ao e Toronto, MAK NG
Ali-era figures, was still studying becauseth_ebudgetcould notallo Edmggtlolnng(’)CB  Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
the proposal a day later. Strikes in Brazil’ s it They said the government had 4o o ag. Tec ane. 265 Melvin Ave., Apt, 815

Angered by the assassination ) promised to rationalize spending Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ?ﬁ@g"é%@éggé;gg 2K3
of two of its leaders in less than 0anks, post service and lay off high-paid advisers to] caigary crc o It
year and emboldened by Egypt’s raise the minimum wage. 5421 - 8th Ave. SE ' Allanflc Reglon CPC . BoP 1Mo
army-backed ousting of anslamist Employees of Brazi'sbanking “This is a breach of the | Cl92YAB T2AALT Tel:403-248-6489 . 0006427981
president, Tunisia’s oppositionsector stopped work on Sept. 19evolution's call for socialjustice,” | geseher®neee,
held protests to try to topplethroughout most of the country tosaid Abdel Ghaffar Shokr, leade ' ' j
Ennahda. The government nowdemand a wage settlement an@f the Socialist Alliance Party,
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BRICS Cable to provide global

developments, the alternative
infrastructure for a new global
The President of Brazil, Dilma internet was under construction.
Rousseff, has announced th&@he BRICS cable will link
creation of aworld internet systemVladivostock (Russia) to Shantou
independent from the US-basedChina), Chennai (India), Cape
internet founded in the 1980s. Town (South Africa) and Fortaleza
The announcement follows the(Brazil), and from there to Miami,
news of U.S. National Security Florida. Brazil is also said to be

PV Vancouver Bureau

Agency (NSA) spying on an preparing for an undersea fibre

enormous scale, includingoptic cable to Europe.
monitoring communicationsamong According to the
Brazilian and Mexican governmentwww.bricscable.com website, the
officials. Rousseff has demandedroject is a 34,000 km, 2 fibre
anapology, and cancelled plans fopair, 12.8 Thit/s capacity, fibre

Internet alternative

fracturing a global network built
with “minimal interference by
governments.”

I Wlasivosiok That outlook is based on the

Haami | argument that U.S. spying on
3 iantos electronic communications is not
{Phmely, | “government interference.” It's a

o LTEmgapcre convenientassumption, but hardly

Fortalea !

likely to convince the countries
which are being spied upon by
Washington.

Still, there are questions about
whether the BRICS Cable can
prevent U.S. and other inter-
snooping. Rousseff is pushing fomational spies from monitoring

o

BRMI_C_E-

5 'i:l.lurtlu

BRICS economies.

an Oct. 21 summit in Washingtonoptic cable system. The estimated Currently most of Brazil’s the United Nations to adopt newcommunications. The NSA has
with President Barack Obama. Theready for service date” is mid-to- global internet traffic passesinternational rules on privacy andreportedly tapped into undersea

scandal will likely strengthen thelate 2015.
determination of many other The BRICS countries comprise

through the United States. Brazilsecurity in hardware and softwaretelecoms cables for decades,

is not proposing to bar its citizens Ironically, some U.S. observerdeading some observers to warn

countries to challenge the45% oftheworld’'s populationandfrom US-based Web services, buhave expressed fears that the netiat without significant changes to
economic, political and military 25% of global GDP. With faster wants their datato be stored locallynternet could be a “potentially U.S. policies, such activities will
hegemony of “Uncle Sam” and thegrowth rates than the U.S. ando protect them from NSA dangerous first step” towardprobably continues

NATO alliance. other major capitalist powers, the
President Rousseff has ordere@RICS group together create a

a series of measures aimed atconomy the size of Italy every
greater Brazilian online year, generating “profound new
independence and securityopportunitiesin global geopolitics
following revelations thatthe NSA and commerce.”

intercepted her communications, The BRICS Cable will
hacked into the state-ownednterconnect with regional and

Petrobras oil company’s networkother continental cable systems if

and spied on Brazilians whoAsia, Africa and South America
entrusted their personal data tdorimproved global coverage. For
U.S. tech companies such agxample, it will provide internet
Facebook and Google. access to 21 African countries

Even before these stunninggiving them greater access to th

WHO refuses to publish report on
cancers and birth defects in Iraq

By Denis Halliday, www.globalresearch.ca, Sept. 13, 2013

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has categorically refuse
in defiance of its own mandate to share evidence uncovered in Ir

that US military use of Depleted Uranium and other weapons haye

not only killed many civilians, but continue to result in the birth off
deformed babies.

This issue was first brought to light in 2004 in a WHO exper
report “on the long-term health of Iraq’s civilian population resulting

from depleted uranium (DU) weapons”. This earlier report wag

“held secret”, namely suppressed by the WHO:

The study by three leading radiation scientists cautioned th
children and adults could contract cancer after breathing in du
containing DU, which is radioactive and chemically toxic. But it was
blocked from publication by the World Health Organization (WHO),

which employed the main author, Dr. Keith Baverstock, as a senipr

radiation advisor. He alleges that it was deliberately suppress€
thoughthisis denied by WH(®ee Rob Edwards, WHO ‘Suppressed’
Scientific Study Into Depleted Uranium Cancer Fears in Iraqg, Th
Sunday Herald, February 24, 2004)

Almost nine years later, a joint WHO-Iragi Ministry of Health
Report on cancers and birth defect in Iraq was to be released
November 2012. “It has been delayed repeatedly and now has
release date whatsoever.”

To this date the WHO study remains “classified”.

According to Hans von Sponeck, former Assistant Secretar
General of the United Nations, “The US government sought t

prevent the WHO from surveying areas in southern Iraq where COmbatant” he was “without U.S. to speak on behalf of Omarnumber

depleted uranium had been used and caused serious health
environmental dangers(quoted in Mozhgan Savabieasfahani,

Rise of Cancers and Birth Defects in Iraq: World Health Organizatioy Canadian or international law)

Refuses to Release Data, Global Research, July 31, 2013)
This tragedy in Iraq reminds one of US Chemical Weapons use

in Vietnam. And that the US has failed to acknowledge or pay
compensation or provide medical assistance to thousands of defornpe

children born and still being born due to American military use o
Agent Orange throughout the country.

The millions of gallons of this chemical dumped on rural Vietnan
were eagerly manufactured and sold to the Pentagon by compan
Dupont, Monsanto and others greedy for huge profits.

Given the US record of failing to acknowledge its atrocities in
warfare, | fear those mothersin Najaf and other Iraqi cities and tow
advised not to attempt the birth of more children will never receiv
solace or help.

A United Nations thatis no longer corrupted by the five Permaneit oM the maximum security

Members of the Security Council is what is needed.
(Denis Halliday was the United Nations Humanitarian
Coordinatorin Iraq during 1997-1998. After a 34-year career at thg

United Nations, where he had reached Assistant Secretary-Gene aP

level, Halliday resigned over the economic sanctions imposed (¢
Iraqg, characterizing them as “genocide”.)

Appeal launched for Omar
Khadr defence

September 29, 2013 marks In exchange for Omar Khadr's number of awards for his defen
the first anniversary of Omar confession to these charges, iof Omar Khadr and despite gre
Khadr’s incarceration in October 2011, a U.S. military personal and economic costs,
| Canada. Concernedindividualstribunal sentenced him to anhas never (with the exception
" are raising funds for Khadr's additional eight years with the a few small donations) receive
legal defence, a burden whichproviso that he could apply toany public or private financig
has been assumed so far by higeturn to Canada to serve out hisupport for his work.
pro bono lawyer Dennis Edney.sentence. We believe it is time for fair

The following information ~ Omar Khadr is the first child in minded people everywhere to help
has been circulated in the formmodern history to be convicted ofDennis Edney in this important
ofanappeal from Gary Caroline war crimes. fight for fundamental justice. Oyr
(Caroline + Gislason Lawyers Dennis Edney, an Albertagoal is to raise $20,000 and
LLP), Kathy Copps, Peter lawyer, hastakentheleadtoensuralthough that amount will nqt
y Golden (Golden and GoldenOmar Khadr's freedom and hascover all upcoming legdl
(k/law), Ruth Herman, Heatherbeen representing him, at noexpenses,itwillindicate concrete

arsh, Dr. Margaret McGregor, charge, for the past 10 years. public support for his fight fo
Aaf Post and Paul Tetrault. His current legal strategy hasOmar Khadr's freedom.

Omar Khadr has been held infour components:laabeas corpus  Dennis Edney did not initia
custody for the past 11 yearsapplication filed in August, 2013; this request. He supports |it
(largely in solitary confinement). an upcoming request to thebecause Omar needs the hglp.
. He was captured, at the age oNational Parole Board for OmarPlease forward this message| to
15, in Afghanistan by the U.S.Khadr's parole; an appeal to aanyone else who might
LtArmy and held at Bagram Air U.S. federal appeals court tointerested. All funds collect
siForce base before beingwithdraw the convictions on thewill be forwarded to Denni
transferred to Guantanamo Baygrounds that Omar Khadr’s Edney, and donors will receiye

Ratherthan identifying Omar “crimes” were not recognized asan account of funds raised.
hras a child soldier and offering such at the time of his capture; and To donate:

Ce
at
he
of
pd

s

gprotection guaranteed by thea civil lawsuit to be filed against 1. Send a cheque to: Free Orpar
Convention on Rights of thethe Canadian government forKhadr Now Committee, 249
, Child, the U.S. detained Omarviolation of Omar’s Constitutional East Kent Ave., Vancouver, B
[ Khadr without charges until and other rights while he wasV5S2H7 (Enclose email addre
2007. Despite counter evidenceimprisoned in Guantanamo. 2. Donate online: http:
ithe U.S. military then charged Besides this free legal work,freeomarakhadr.com/2013/0g/
nh&im with “war crimes” (murder, Dennis Edney has contributed ten80/helpfreeomar/
attempted murder, conspiracy of thousands of dollars for expert3. Bank Deposit/Interac
spying and providing material witnesses, professional feestransfer: Free Omar Khadr N
ysupport for the enemy) becauselisbursements, and he continue€ommittee, VanCity Credi
H“as an unlawful enemy to travel across Canada and th&nion, Branch 13, Accoun
531590
mbatimmunity”. Thesecrimes While Edney has received afreeomarkhadrnow@gmail.co

3]
which do not exist under

For more information: www.freeomarakhadr.com
were created by the U.S. Http://freeomarakhadr.com/2013/07/07/backgrounder/
4Government under its Military www.cbc.ca/documentaries/doczone/2008/omarkadr/index.htn

Commission Act of 2006. To hear Dennis Edney speak about the case:
\a/ithout any legal foundation www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XYUjTT0i6U
these charges were then applied www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHHr-rolgV4
retroactively to offenses alleged
to have been committed in 2002
ies In August 2013, Dennis
Edney Q.C. filed an application
of habeas corpuswith the
hsAlberta Court of Queen’s Bench
L, for an order that Corrections
" Canada release Omar Khad

f

penitentiary in Edmonton, where
he is currently confined. The
basis of the application is that
mar Khadr was sentenced as
nyoung offender and therefore

cannot be lawfully detained in a

maximum security prison. Omar Khadr at the age of 15, and today at 27.
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TIFF2013 Overview: ten days

of amazing cinema

Progressive Cinema by Bill
Meyer, September 14, 2013

The Toronto International Film
Festival kicked off another 10 da
run of amazing cinema Sept 5
15th. Long acclaimed the greates
film festival in the Western
Hemisphere, second only to
Cannes in the world, TIFF offers
over 350 films of such breadth ang
variety that a diehard progressive
could easily find dozens of films
worthy of attention. Although 93%
are world premieres from over 70
countries, sadly many will never
hitthe big screenin North America
except at film festivals, cable TV
or maybe Netflix.

Chiwetel Ejiofor stars as Solomon Northup in Fox Searchlight
Biopics were abundant this yearPictures’ 12 Years a Slave (2013)

with an atypical opening night

featuring anon-Canadian filifhe

Fifth Estate by US director Bill personality that does not matchdespite some of most cruel ang

interviews world leaders - the realto return to freedom some day

inhuman treatment ever depicteq
on screen. It might be that it takes

g

Condon Kinsey, Dreamgirls the maniacal portrayal ifrifth
Attempting to capitalize on the Estate.

success offhe Social Netwotk A powerful film that also a non-American, in this case
the story covers the beginning daysncludes a great performance byBritish director who can help shed
of WikiLeaks and the eventualthe same British actor new light on our own sordid past.

fallout between Julian Assange andCumberbatch, is Steve McQueen’d 2 Years a Slawgon top honours
Shamge brilliant

his short-lived co-partner, Daniel(Hunger,
Berg. With the script
based on Berg'’s tell-
all book, Inside
WikiLeaks it's not
surprising who looks
good and who s treated
as an egotistical
dictator, even though
well-played by
Benedict Cumber-
batch, an uncanny
look-alike for Assange.
The film sides with
Berg, and Bradley
Manning surprisingly,

Choice Award as Best
Film of the Festival. This
film will be talked about
foralongtime, andranks
up there with the great
TV seriesRoots.

Also at TIFF
and similar in many
ways - from the UK and
based on a true story
about slavery - is the
maghnificently acted
period pieceBelle. A
young mulatto girl is
adopted into a family of

but fails to praise the courageousecreation of American slavery,class and wealth during the slavé

whistleblower who started as al2 Years a SlaveA free Black trade in the 1700s and issues @
young hacker in Australia and hagnusician in 1841 New York, is race, class and gender ar
gone on to become a hero fokidnapped while onabusiness tripadddressed in the household of th
activists around the world. Thisto Washington DC, and findshighest judge in the country. A
film follows on the heels of anotherhimself chained and sold intopowerful story that eventually
anti-Assange diatribe, Alex slavery in Georgia. forced the British to change their
Gibney’'sWe Steal Secretboth Based on a true story, the filmlaws on slavery.

denounced by WikiLeaks and itswill easily be compared to An epic treatment of the life of
founder Julian Assange, andTarantino’sDjango Unchained thegreatLatin American hero, the
challenged on this website. Amuchprimarily because there are jusiVenezuelan General Simon
better film about his early years intoo few films dealing with the Bolivar, premiered in the Special
Australia, Underground: The realities of Americans shamefulPresentation section of TIFFhe
Julian Assange Stoywas released past. But this film is much more Liberator is reportedly the most
last year featuring Alex Williams accurate and serious, and thenassive and expensive film in
in awonderful performance asthaunbelievable portrayal of Latin American history, with a cast
young hacker. Also, Assange hasnusician/slave Solomon Northrupof thousands, and many years i
been hosting a TV series on RTby sure-to-be Academy Awardthe making.

calledThe World Tomorrowand nominee, Chiwetel Ejiofor, is It covers the period from
you can get an upfront sense of hifocussed and committed. WithoutBolivar's firstmarriage to his death
style and personality as heblinking an eye, he is determinedn 1830 and features a rising star
the Venezuelan actor Edga
Ramirez, who starred recently in
Carlosand SoderberghGhe This
time he gets to play his country’s
national hero. It's unfortunate that
the late President Hugo Chave
died before seeing this monuments
depiction of the great fighter for
Latin American unity that shaped
his entire political careee.
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La Trova Nuestra
Fridays, Sept. 26 & Oct. 25, 8 pm
‘La Penia Nuestra’

Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouyves
TG Clark Drive (Clark and Georgia st
510 Entry

Abhout Yancouwers "La Trova Nuestra
La L rogs Muesin k= I_I'|I'-|l-\.l'\-|l'l_| al 20 ndividual trevadore=s wihn aFlginare

U e Latin Arver oo ancd o peshibe i Yaneouver T hese Droagadonios
are the keepers of oo mastcal troddon whch beaan weth ploneers of thae
wermaoular snng La Trowva Kiesra incorporvtes this trsditioninterplaying
mste and poetry AL is foundation ks the essence of & pogsidar culture n

earning the prestigious Peoples

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

7.

Victor Jara family sues alleged killer

On the 40th anniversary of the military coup that overthrew
socialist government of Salvador Allende, Joan Jara, widow of
singer Victor Jara, launched a civil suit in the U.S. against a fo
Chilean army officer who she claims tortured and murderec
husband. The lawsuit, which will be heard in a federal courtrog
Jacksonville, Florida, accuses former army lieutenant P
Barrientos Nunez of ordering soldiers to torture Jara, and
personally executing him will a bullet to the back of the he
Barrientos is one of a group of officers who face criminal charggs in
Chile for the singer’s murder. He left Chile in 1989 and now lives as
aU.S. citizenin Deltona, Florida. Barrientos is charged with torfure,
extrajudicial killing, and crimes against humanity. For information

see journalist Amy Goodman’s interview with Joan Jara on the Sept.
9 episode of the daily online news show Democracy Npw!

(www.democracy.org).
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Portuguese soprano protests austerity

Opera singer Ana Maria Pinto has become a prominent figure in
Portugal’'s anti-austerity movement, lending her soaring voide to

describes it, she immediately filled her lungs and burst into gong,
drowning outthe President and confusing dignitaries who thought that
an opera singer must be a part of the ceremony. Pinto has be¢ome a
regular at anti-austerity protests, singing solo and leading sing-alpng’s
of songs of struggle, including two classic anti-fascist songs by the
Portuguese communist composer Fernando Lopes-Graca: “Agordai
(Wake Up)” and “Firmeza (Firm)”. For more info: www.npr.org.

Yellow Ribbons for the Cuban 5

Several prominent Cuban musicians, including singer-songwriter
Silvio Rodriguez, have recorded a music video of the 1973 Tony
Orlando hit “Tie a Yellow Ribbon ‘Round the Old Oak Tree”. It's
part of a world-wide solidarity campaign to mobilize support forfthe
f release of Gerardo Hernandez, Ramon Labanino, Antonio Gu

in Florida on trumped-up espionage charges. The fifth menpber,
René Gonzalez, who was released earlier this year, launchéd the
campaign in Havana with a televised appeal to the nation. Gonzalez
urged Cubans to fill the country with yellow ribbons, describing the
action as “amessage from the Cuban people to the American pgople,
via a symbol which, in the U.S. environment, is a symbol of loye”.
The campaign continues until Oct. 6. To watch the video (supg in
English with Spanish sub-titles) visit www.thecuban5.org.

Rovics returns to T oronto and Ottawa

The outstanding progressive singer-songwriter David Rovics refurns
to Ontario this month for two concerts. On Oct. 11 he’llbe in Torgnto

atthe United Jewish People’s Order’s Winchevsky Centre. Next day
he’ll be in Ottawa, headlining a benefit for the Marvin Glass

Memorial Solidarity Fund at the Melkite Catholic Church.

globetrotting activist has recently been in Hawaii, Japan, Aus
and New Zealand. His keen observations on local culture
politics can be found in his “Songwriter's Notebook” blog. Ch
out his Aug. 25 entry “Travels in the Occupied North Pacific
www.songwritersnotebook.blogspot.ca/. As with most of
recordings, Rovics’ two new albumisto a PrismandEverything
Can Changean be downloaded from his website on a pay-w
» you-can basis (http://davidrovics.com). For concert details se
| “What's Left” listings in this paper.

hat-
e the

Sweet Honey celebrates 40 years

Sweet Honey in the Rock, the internationally-acclaimed Afrigan-

American women'’s acapella group, is celebrating 40 years of music
making. The group was founded in 1973 by noted civil rights acfivist
and singer Bernice Johnson Reagon (who retired in 2004).
experiencing various personnel changes over the years,
Honey in the Rock has maintained its high artistic standards

artistically vital and relevant. Visit YouTube for a brilliant 20P8
performance of Bernice Johnson Reagon’s “Ella’s Song” (a tripute
to African-American activist Ella Baker). For more info: httg://
sweethoneyintherock.org/.

ferprelbg daily exgeression.. an expresshon witly orpgdns decgs witlsin La
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Demonstrators demand public auto insurance

: than 40 years. It's time theTories and the government.”

PV Ontario Bureau government got out of bed with  Premier Kathleen Wynne said v BC
BRAMPTON - Over 60 the insurance companies andn August that this “complex”
demonstrators came outto Liberatlelivered public auto insurance.problem can’tbe doneinayear.In/th  Annual Women'’s
MPP Linda Jeffrey’s office Sept. They're 40 years late and thefact, estimates are that averagélousingMarch, Sat.Sept.28,
22 to demand the Ontariopublic’s paying the price.” rates, not all rates, will fall by 3% 1:30 pm, starts at Cordova and
government bring in public auto GTA West Club spokespersonto 5% by January 2014. As RowleyColumbia (east of Main).
insurance. Harinder Pal Singh Hundal told said, “This could take five years,Organized by Downtown

Organized by the GTA West Punjabi mediathatthe club wantecr maybe never”. Eastside Women Centre Power
Club of the Communist Party, theto build a broad ad hoc committee The Premier says she does naaf Women Group.
demonstration heard from Surjitfor public auto insurance, want to create a situation where_eft Film Night, 7 pm, Sunday,
Sahota,Secretaryof the Indo involving everyone in Brampton people can’tgetinsurance becausgept. 29 (screening of “Salvador
Canadian Workers Associationwhowas fed up with being fleeced the industry says “You're pushing allende” and Sunday, Oct. 20,
and Liz Rowley, Leader of the “We need to take united actionus too hard, we just won't write ph. 604-255-2041 for details.
CPC (Ontario). Sahota pointednow”, he said, as demonstratorsnsurance for certain parts of th :
out that Brampton had the highesthanted “What do we want? Publicpopulation.” q[gt-:—rzoxam'\lel:?csgna’ melY ;2' ngnoJ
carinsurance rates in Canada. Nmsurance! When do we want it?  “That’s extortion” said Rowley, ialisi dmission $10. 8
fault insurance, introduced inNOW!” “and for that reason alone the>oc'a'3iNg, admIssion y

What's Left

Toronto, ON

“Songs of Social Sig-
nificance,” David Rovics
concert, Friday, Oct. 11, 8 pm,
Winchevsky Centre, 585
Cranbrooke Ave., tickets $15
advance/$20 door, contact
UJPO Toronto.

Ottawa, ON

Marvin Glass Memorial
Solidarity Fund Benefit
Concert, featuring David
Rovics, 6 pm, Sat., Oct. 12,
Melkite Catholic Church 1161

2010, did not lower rates. Butit In last spring’s budget, in government should move over t
did dramatically lower coverageexchange for NDP support, thepublic insurance.”
forinjured drivers, many of whom Liberals agreed to an NDP demand Rowley praised Brampton NDP

have been forced to sue theiforal5%  reductioninautoinsuranceviPP Jagmeet Singh for his diligen Winnipeg, MB

insurance companies to get theates within 12 months. The Liberalwork exposing the insurance
benefits they need, and paid forminority government depends oncompanies’ profiteering.

Liz Rowley said the sky-high NDP support to stay alive. “But the solution isn't a rate cut
premiums and low coverage are In the interim, the Insurancethat will have to be fought and re-
all about profits.

profits were $4.4 billion, up 24% reduction, arguing that extensivepolicy the NDP used to advocate
over 2011. Those profits cameinsurance fraud by drivers, notbut has abandoned.”

from the high premiums and profits, is driving sky-high rates.  Citing the right-wing Fraser
slashed benefits that the McGuintyThe Tories are leading the attacknstitute which statgthe average
Liberals brought in with no fault in the Legislature.
insurance,” she said. “Ontario’s But it's not just Brampton. $1,281 in Ontario, and $642 in
rates are higher than all otheOntario drivers pay the highestQuebec with public insurance,
provinces because the insurancesurance ratesin Canada. What'Rowley said the choice is clear.
companies are allowed to build inso special about Brampton, except “We’ll be back” she said, “and
a 12% profit on every single policy than it's home to one of the largeshext time we’ll be headed for

P, Friday, Oct. 25, Centre for

Bureau of Canada unleashed #&ughteveryyear,”she argued. “Thenpgbookfairdiyfestwordpress.com.
“In 2012, insurance companymassive campaign to block thesolution is public auto insurance - a

cost of private auto insurance is

North River Road (Vanier).
Proceeds to assist students to
participate in Ernesto Che
Guevara Work Brigade, tickets
$20. Sponsored by: Ottawa-
Cuba Connections, Solidarity
Syria, CUPE 4600,
Independent Jewish Voices,
Communist Party of Canada
(Rosa Luxemburg Club). Info:
www.ottawacuba.org.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

Socialist Education, 706 Clark
Drive.

6th annual Winnipeg Radicall
Bookfair, Nov. 8-10, in the A-
Zone Building at 91 Albert. Info:

News for
people, not
for profits!

they write. Eliminate the greedySouth Asian communities in Queen’s Park. There’s an electio
insurance companies,

andCanada - a population the Toriegoming andaminoritygovernmen;I I : I d d I I ]5
Ontarians can have affordablerecently attacked as job-stealersthat’s flailing. The Liberals and PeOp e SVOICe ea Ine-

public auto insurance - which has “The biggest fraudsters are theNDP can help themselves by
beeninplaceinBC, Saskatchewarinsurance companies”, saidhelping Ontario’s nine million
Manitoba and Quebec for moreRowley, “aided and abetted by thedrivers.”e

El fightback continues in eastern Canada....

continued from page 6 workers, aswellas BC and Atlanticsaid “If we could burn stupid like

October 16-31 issue: Thursday, Oct. 3
November 1-15 issue: Thursday, Oct. 17

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

women workers, have just overoil, we couldrun every carin Canada

compared to 19 weeks for men)1650 insurable hours on averagefor a month on his latest remarks.’
Thus for the El reforms for frequentand Québec womenrank lowestin  Flaherty’s parliamentary
users of the unemploymentthe country, at 1600 insurablebiography also states he went to
insurance system, the so-callediours according to CUPE. private boys high school before
“third tier” workers, women will This compares to just undergraduating from the Ivy League
be most impacted. 1700 hours for BC male workers,Princeton University and then
just over 1800 hours for both menOsgoode Law school. His first
Underdevelopment and women in Ontario, and wellcareer in politics was as a cabing
. ..__over 1800 for men and womenminister in the notorious Mike
The CUPE research briefing,orkers in Manitoba, Sask-Harris Ontario Conservative
note from March 2013 shows thatyicheyan and Alberta. government when, the news
lowest number of insurable hours N6\ with the limitations archives show, he proposed t
for both men and women Eljyhqseq through the “three-tier’ solve the homelessness crisis i
recipients is in Atlantic Canada
and Québec. This indicates thg gq g

. will have to acceptany workillegal.
degree of precarious and season

Kinth ; ey can find - even if itis 70% The Star’s Carol Goar wrote
work in these r_eglor}s. s haydoWer than their previous pay andast April, “No doubt these
For generations, families have,, gimost an hour drive (one-way)measures will sharpen the privatg
put food on the table from work in

S : . from home. sector’'s competitive edge.
fishing, agriculture and forestryin

4 - [However] Over time, they will
these regions which are seasonal

. . de Canada’s standard of livi
employers. But other jobs like Social future of crisis ZL% ?edigg {ahzsrggiliggcg c:‘”ﬂi
construction, tourism, public

> . . The “punishment” is made all workforce.”
administration, and even educatione harder by comments like those In these times of capitalist
have seasonal lay-offs. of the current Minister of Finance, economic crisis, it is becoming

The government.has NEVeIjim Flaherty. clearer that the destruction of
§hown any interest in building Speakingin Parliament, Flahertyprograms like EI and the
infrastructure in rural and coastalesiq'in May of last year that theréimpoverishmentof working people
areas so that there can be work a{l/

. ere no bad jobs. “I drove a taxi, Iwho create all the wealth in society
year long. Still these seasona

“refereed hockey, you do what yous in fact exactly what makes “the
have to do to make a living.” Asthesharp competitive edge” of the
editor ofaLangley, BC, newspapelprivate sectore

sectors are economic engines i
our rural areas,” Michel Richard
told news media.

Punished by El

This underdevelopment of the
economy in the Atlantic and large
parts of Québec is, of course, n(
fault of the local workers.
Nevertheless, government El ha
become an essential subsidy to bi
capital in these regions to keef
their work force afloat on “the

pogey”.

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com

system, these so-called “repeaOntario by making homelessness$

Jules Paivio, 1917-2013

Jules Paivio, the last surviving Canadian who fought in the Spanish
Civil War of 1936-39, died on Sept. 4 at the age of 96. Born near Port
Arthur (now Thunder Bay) in April 1917 and raised in Sudbury’s
working-class Finnish community, Paivio was among more than 1,600
t Canadians who joined the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. In all, some
36,000 International Brigade volunteers went to defend Spain's
democratically elected government. For over two years, they fought
shoulder to shoulder with the people of Spain against a fascist revolt led
by Generalissimo Franco, who had the support of planes, tanks, and
soldiers supplied by Hitler Germany and Mussolini’s Italy.

In the spring of 1938, Paivio was captured by Italian troops in the hills
* west of Gandesa and lined up with his comrades to be shot. He was
saved by a passing Italian officer looking for prisoners to exchange, and
spent the rest of the war in a state of semi-starvation in a fascist
concentration camp. Upon their return, the Mac-Paps were widely
e regarded as heroes for their sacrifices to stop fascism in Europe, but
shunned by successive Canadian governments, and targetted by RCMP
Cold War tactics. Even though Canada fought on the Allied side against
fascism in World War I, the contribution of the Mac-Paps has never
been formally recognized. The Canadians who died in the Spanish Civil
War are not included in the Books of Remembrance in the Peace Tower,
and they are not commemorated in Remembrance Day services. Those
who survived the war in Spain were never entitled to veterans’ benefits.

Paivio himself served in the Canadian Army in the Second World
War, training soldiers in map-reading. He graduated from the University
of Toronto in architecture in 1952, and later became a professor and
administrator at Ryerson University. Upon retirement he continued his
dedication to progressive causes, including Veterans Against Nuclear
Arms (VANA).

Paivio and other Mac-Pap veterans remained in contact with each
other, helping to organize campaigns to erect monuments in Ottawa
and Victoria to honour the Canadians who fought in Spain. Last year,
he was awarded Spanish citizenship. Eudaldo Mirapeix, Spain’s
ambassador to Canada when the citizenship process began, said that
through Jules, Spain was honouring all the Canadians who came to help
his country during its darkest days.

As the Brigades prepared to leave Spain in 1938, they were addressed
by the famous Spanish Communist leader Dolores Ibarruri, known as La
Pasionaria, who said, “They gave up everything - their loves, their
countries, home and fortune, fathers, mothers, wives, brothers, sisters
and children.” La Pasionaria called the volunteers a heroic example of
democracy’s universal solidarity. “You can go proudly,” she said. “You
are history. You are legend.”

Jules Paivio was truly such a legend. He and his comrades will never
be forgotten!
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http://solidnet.org

Québec and Atlantic male
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Mexican miners: fighting to st ay home

B : the basement to safety in the Boththe Cananeastrike andth&€anadatoavoid arrest, where he’'mto Cananea. He offered them

y David Bacon, September . , A , , : "

9°2013. In These Times darkness. _ _ widows’ protests h|g_h||ghI I|ve_d since, given sanctuary bythegovernmentIecognltlon ofthe pro-
' ’ Two months earlier the Arizonaextremely unsafe conditions inUnited Steel Workers. A company union as a way for them
When Mexican unions assertlegislature had passed theMexican mines. At Cananea,government-backed effort toto get out of contracts with the

the right of their members to notorious anti-immigrant law, SB silicosis-causing dustfrom crushednstall a pro-company leader toMineros. The Chamber of Mines,

continue living in the towns and 1070. Armenta, who's spent morecopper ore rises to miners’ kneesiead the union was twice rejectedn turn, hosted a banquet in

cities where they've resided fortime in Cananea than at home innside the buildings. Grupo byworkers, who reelected GomezCalderon’s honour.

generations, even indirectly, theyArizona over the last five years,Mexico disconnected the dusteven while in exile. All the legal In May 2010, just before the

quickly come into conflict with was upset by what he viewed a®xtractors several years before thactions against him led instead tassault in Cananea, Calderon was

the federal government, as theyhe hypocrisy and cruelty inroutingstrike, in retaliation for earlier his exoneration, but thealso feted at a state dinner at the

have in Sonora close to the U.S. government still threatened to jailWhite House. Steel union leaders

border and in Mexico City itself. him if he returned to Mexico. met with Obama administration

Nowhere is this result - In June 2007, Section 65 of theofficials, askingthemtotell Calderon
displacement produced by the Mineros went on strike at thethat the United States wouldn't
suppression of labour rights - as Cananea mine over safetytolerate an attack on the miners.
evidentasitisin Cananea, a mining conditions. The following January, AFL-CIO president Richard Trumka
town just south of the border. ; after police beat dozens of strikerand Canadian Labour Congress
In 2010, Manny Armenta, a |, in an attempt to break the strike president Ken Georgetti wrote to
representative of the U.S. union|’ twenty-five thousand Mineros Washington and Ottawa with the
for metal miners, the United | ] members struck in protest in tersame demand. According to
Steelworkers, led strikers’ wives || . (i 'l mines and at the huge steel mill inArmenta, officials “assured us they
and childrento safety in the middle Lazaro Cardenas, Michoacanwere not turning their heads away.
of an armed assault by federal where two workers were shot andThat was totally false.” Seventeen
police on the miners’ strike there. ¥ killed. In 2010, dozens more weredays after the banquet, police

He’djust arrived from Arizonaon [&
one of his many trips bringing |
food and money to the strike. On g
the evening of June 7, the federa
government sent two thousand
police and soldiers into this small
mining town - more than two for
every striker. As darkness fell and
helicopters clattered overhead,

beaten when they shutthe mill dowrattacked the copper strikers.
again and marched in the streets. Armenta believes the assault
The government-dominatedon Cananea miners was the
labour board (Junta Nacional deconsequence, not just of
Conciliaciony Arbitraje,or JNCA) Calderon’s anti-labour policies but
repeatedly declared the strike aalso oftacit U.S. supportfor them.
Cananea legally “nonexistent,” a“Our government continuesto give
decision allowing Grupo Mexico the Mexican government millions
to fire the strikers and install aand millions of dollars, saying it

they charged the mine gate in riominers’ families on one side of theprotests. At Pasta de Conchossompany union. The family of will be used to fight drugs. But we
shields and batons, filling theborder, and then criminalizing dozens of uncorrected violationsGerman Larrea, which owns Grupasee here clearly that this money is
streets with tear gas. Minersthose who cross it on the otherfor dangerous methane buildupMexico, was a major contributorgoing to fight workers and
retreated to the union hall with“Especially in Arizona with the preceded the 2006 explosion. to the campaign of former progressive people. Our own
their families, and the police newlaw, allwe hearaboutisillegal The Cananea strike involvespresidentFelipe Calderon, andthgovernment is creating this
followed, barricading the doorsimmigrants,” he charged bitterly. issues beyond health and safetypresident and his party control theproblem,” Armenta says. ‘I
and lobbing more tear gas inside‘What do they think will happen however. The Mexican Union of labour board. After Calderon’s condemnthe Mexican government
The union’s leaders were alreadyhere? Where do they think all theMine, Metal, and Allied Workers, election in 2006, the secretary ofand Grupo Mexico. But | also
in hiding - the police had arrestminers will have to go?” or Mineros, used to be aloyal allylabour recognized a new,condemn the US government for
warrants for them all. Armenta That same day, police movedof the old Institutional Revo- company-dominated union forallowing this to happen, for not
helped lead women and childreron the widows of 65 miners wholutionary Party (PRI), which miners. A rump election and thetaking any action.”

down fire escapes and up throughlied in an explosion on Februarygoverned Mexico for seventy firing of fifteen hundred workers ~ Smashing the strike led to the
19, 2006, at the Pasta de Conchogears. at another giant copper mine insame massive firings that followed
coal mine in Coahuila. Five days But Napoleon Gomez Urrutia, nearby Nacozari allowed Grupoan earlier lost strike in 1998, and
afterthe explosion, Grupo Mexico,the Mineros’ general secretary, tookviexico to sign a labour contractthe destruction of the union in
the mining and railroad giant thatover the union in 2001 from hiswith this company union. ThiswasNacozari in 2006. Waves of
owns both the Pasta de Conchofather, a PRI stalwart. Gomezfollowed by similar moves at desperate miners, unable to find
and Cananea mines, abandonedrrutia had much more militant several other mines. other work in their tiny mining
rescue efforts. The company closednd democratic ideas than his Strikers at Cananeawere tryingcommunities, crossed the border
the coal mine for good, with the predecessor. He quickly forcedto prevent a similar fate in theirinto the United States as
trapped miners still inside. Grupoemployers, including Grupo mine. “The government and theundocumented workers. In both
Mexico and then Mexican labourMexico, to concede much higherLarreas are making history, butNacozari and Cananea, displaced
secretary Francisco Salazawageincreasesthanthose mandatédckwards,” the Mineros peoplefromsouthern Mexicowere
refused to make any furtherby then-president Vicente Fox.responded after the federalusedasanew migrantworkforceto
attempts to recover their bodiesGomez helped defeat Fox’s reformassaul on Cananea, “trying to replace fired union members, while
Nevertheless, miners’ widows of Mexico’slabourlaws, aproposalreturn to an era when we had ndhe miners who'd lived in those
camped at the gates for yearsecommended by the World Bankright to strike or right to industrial border communities for decades

in Cananea, other cops drove the The government

Mineros leader Napoleon
Gomez Urrutia.
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afterward, asking for their After the Pasta de Conchossafety.”

husbands’ remains. The same dagxplosion, he accused Grupo According to the Mineros,
that police fought copper minersMexico of “industrial homicide.”
reactedLozano, held meetings with mineorganizer.
women away fromthe closed coalviolently. It accused Gomez of owners before bringing the policedbacon.igc.org.)
mine entrance in Nueva Rosita. corruption, forcing him to flee to

became displaced themselves.
(David Bacon is a writer,

Calderon’slabour secretary, Javiephotographer and former union

His website is at

Links between economy and suicides

The links between the economy and mental health have led
organizations like the World Health Organization to call for increased
attention and intervention during times of economic crisis, since past
recessions have been strongly linked to sharp rises in suicide. The
International Labour Organization projected that 212 million people
were unemployed in 2009, an increase of 34 million from 2007.

A new study in BMJBritish Medical Journal)tracking suicide
rates across the globe since 2009, when the world was feeling the
greatest effects of the 2008 economic downturn, found exactly this.
Researchers looked at data from 54 countries, stratifying by age, sex,
and employment status to see who was most at risk. Across the globe,
the unemployment rate rose by 37%, and GDP fell by 3%. The
suicide rate rose by 3.3% globally, which represented about 5,000
additional deaths. The U.S. and Canada had 8.8% more suicides than
expected, and the European Union member countries had a 13.3%
increase. Men were at much greater risk than women, particularly
younger men in Europe and middle-aged men in the U.S. The
researchers say that the true numbers may be even higher, since some
countries, like Italy and Australia, weren't included in the analysis.

“The rise in the number of suicides is only a small part of the
emotional distress caused by the economic downturn,” said the
authors. “Non-fatal suicide attempts could be 40 times more common
than completed suicides, and for every suicide attempt about 10
people experience suicidal thought.”

From www.forbes.com, Sept. 18, 2@13




