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2 INSIDE _
Youth under fire

The Ford factor 5
The firebombing of the Caracas

Doug Ford was defeated in the
Toronto election, but his brother DO Symb(_’ls matter? office of theYoung Communist
former Mayor Rob, is still on Council. ~ The declaration of Indigenous
"Ford Nation" sufered a setback, but ~ Peoples Day by U.S. cities raises
an important question: is this

this dangerous faight phenomenon
may have staying power . symbolism or political progress?

AR\ T

League ofVenezuela is the latest
in a disturbing global series of
violent attacks by fascist forces
against young revolutionaries.
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Different trends in Ontario civic elections

across the province. unemployed and the unorganizedand locked out city workers. Butwith 35%, and Chow only 21%.
In Guelph Juanita Burnettsmall business, and those of thé¢his record was rarely discussed. But the 35% of Torontonians
finished third in a field of six, edge of financial disaster. Heln fact, most of Ford’s whovoted forFord are likely to be
supported by CUPE and the locaframed the campaign as a choiceampaigning took place in theaforceinthe 2015 federal election,
In Toronto, Ward 5 Public Labour Council. between John Tory as the candidatpoorest neighbourhoods, wherdinking the Ford brothersto Harper
School Trustee Howard Kaplan In Brampton, Harinderpal of powerand privilege, and himselftoo many gullible voters suckedand the Tory Party leadership in
was re-elected with 48% of theHundal ran avery strong campaigras the fighter for the underdog, theup the lie that Ford would fight for Ontario. Far right “Tea Party”
vote, cruising to victory ahead ofwith broad community support,common people, workers. Bythem. partisans are coming out of the
six contenders onthe political right.but was out-spent by a slate ofocusing on Tory’'s background, The media gave Ford a freewoodwork, a dangerous develop-
Kaplan campaigned against budgellDP candidates and the provinciabnd by avoiding public debates inpass, dutifully reporting his lies. ment for democracy, and for
cuts, school closures and landNDP machine, which is trying to favour of press conferences, FordVhen the Ford campaign gotlabour, civil and social rights.
severances, and for a new needsnake inroads in the Greaterevaded questions about his recordnderway in September, Chowwas What's needed is a strong
based funding formula to deliverToronto area leading into nextas a leader of one of the mosteft in the dust. labour-led People’s Coalition with
quality education for students andyear’s federal election. vicious right-wing majorities on  John Tory had the massivealternatives to mass unemploy-
tax relief for homeowners and In Ottawa, Larry Wasslen Council in decades. financial and political support of ment, falling wages and living
tenants. campaigned for a City Council During the lastfour years, bothBig Business for almost a yearstandards, mass privatization,
Kaplan’s campaign to pay for seat in an election mainly aboutDoug and brother Rob Fordbefore electionday. Their strategyderegulation, and “free trade”.
education from provincial generalunrestrained development and thelashed and privatized serviceswas to paint Ford as a danger, an&/orking people and the unem-
revenues was well received byneed for a new financial deal forraised taxes, attempted to closéo convince voters that it was aployed are desperate for real

People’s Voice looks at some
results of the Oct. 27 civic
elections across Ontario

voters who are fed up with risingcities. libraries and homeless shelterstwo-way race between Ford andsolutions and real leadership, by
taxes and continuing cuts to fired the Board of Toronto Tory. This resulted in a massiveworking class partisans willing to
programs and staffing in TDSBFord dumped, but... Community Housing, sold off shift of Liberal votes from Chow fight. The consequences of not
schools. public housing stock, cut transitto Tory in the last weeks of theacting will be serious indeed, as

Almost half of the TDSB  The Toronto City Council is routes and raised fares, laid ofttampaign. Tory won about 40%the Toronto election so clearly
Trustees are new, with a majorityvirtually unchanged with only one hundreds of municipal employeespf the vote, while Ford finished demonstratece
on the progressive side. Parentgjght-wing incumbent dumped by
students and educators hope thigoters. The new faces are mainly
Board will oppose more budgetright-wingers replacing right- . .
cuts, and that bargaining will bewingers who stepped down or W
fairer than in 2012 when theretired. Council continues to be Or Ing peop e OSI ng

McGuinty Liberals suspended freedominated by a right wing

collective bargaining and removedmajority, so the lines are drawn for = =
$2 billion from wages and benefitsmore budget battles and struggles tru St I n I\/I an Ito ba N D P
under Bill 115. against layoffs and privatization

Premier Kathleen Wynne, of city services.

herself a former TDSB Trustee Establishmentchoice John Tory

and advocate of a new needsdefeated Doug Ford and NDpe%%r?%rﬂﬁlils?gglﬁtin,Ol¥eader, another sign thatthe NDP is losinchammered workers with a two-
based funding formula, has shiftedOlivia Chow for Mayor. Chow’s Canada-ManitobXa the trust of workers in Manitoba. year“wage pause” for public sector

to provincial bargaining on the uninspired campaign said little on Mayoral candidate Judy workersin2010,ameasure eagerly
key issues of wages and workinghe big issues like taxation and The remarkably low vote for a Wasylysia-Leis led opinion polls copied by all municipal
conditions, leaving School Boardsmunicipal finance, and nothing toprominent NDP politician in until four days before the election.governments and school boards.
to negotiate local issues only. Thendicate that she would fight for winnipeg’s mayoralty race on Onelection night, hervotedeclined Public sector workers lost close
big issues of a new fundingworking people. October 22 is triggering dissensiorby 36% compared to the 2011to one billion dollars over the last
formula and tax reform were Doug Ford on the other handwithin Manitoba Premier Greg total. She finished well behind fouryears because wages have not
raised by progressive candidateplayed directly to the poor, theselinger's NDP government.  Tory-affiliated Brian Bowman. caughtup toinflation. This did not
This triggered panic in Selinger'sstop many union activists from
cabinet. campaigning for the NDP’s re-

Sl ht hf t t I .I: t : W : . I t It took only a day or two for election in 2011 (one-third of

|g S | O e |n |nn|peg e eC IOﬂ several ministers to blame Premiedelegates to the MFL convention
Selinger for the debacle, notablyindicated they helped out).
his decision in 2013 to increase Wasylysia-Leis’s campaign
the provincial sales tax to 8%. was strike three against the NDP.

Normally in such circum- She enthusiastically campaigned
stances, a working class partyfor annual 3.5% property tax
would recognize the need for aincreases until 2017, well above
credible self-critical review of its historic wage growth, at a time
policies to find out why itislosing when resentment was building
the confidence of working people,against the NDP.
and change course. The present debacle makes it

Butthe Premier’s self-criticism clear that the NDP will never unite
was that he could have betteworkers to march forward under
“unrolled” a provincial sales tax bannerslike regressive taxes, wage
hike in 2013, not that it wascuts and corporate tax cuts
regressive and unpopular. Fiveamounting to more than 1 billion
cabinet ministers who resigneddollars since 1999.

Mass action may help block ; from his cabinetblamed Selinger's The NDP’s regressive taxation
such votes. The dire economidobert-Falcon Ouellette received 37,000 votes. unwillingness to listen, a messagenodel will never create a fairer
condition of working people was tax hikes, ahead of the historicahappens and how widespread thechoed in the media. society, create job security or blunt
an important factor in creatingrate of wage increases, whileself-criticism will be, if it occurs.  The shallow, opportunist naturethe corporate attack on workers.
increased scrutiny of platforms. freezing business taxes. Her Wasylycia-Leis’ called herself of the bickering in the Legislature NDP taxes and the mistreatment

By far the most important campaign was widely the most fiscally-conservative and media is consigning the NDPof public sector workers are part
development was the rise of aacknowledged to include bothcandidate. Itis notwrongto have ao a heavy defeat at the polls inof the corporate attack.
significant minority of voterswho NDP and Liberal party activists. balanced budget, but too ofter2016, if it lasts that long. A far  The NDP will lose trust among
understood the need for Secondly, there was the bigsocial democrats have balancedthore profound discussion isworking people until it arrives at
fundamental change. Theybusiness-backedtrend, advertisingudgets on the backs of workerspeeded. such a conclusion. The discussion
promise to be an importantpromises that were vague andhotjustin Europe, but here (sisters The factis that working peoplethat now prevails in the NDP,
influence outside City Hall when enticing (Bowman and other rightand brothers, remember Bob Rael)are in dire straits. They are feelindfaithfully reported in the bourgeois
it comes to importantissues.  wing candidates). The promises Thanks to mayoral candidatethe effects of years of economicpress, is limited and opportunist.

Thisisreflected inthe combinedwere intended for the gullible andDavid Sanders, workers werecrisis. Twice since 2008, Manitoba A full discussion in the labour
vote for Robert-Falcon Ouelletteuneducated, and helped to hideware that Winnipeg is facing alost more than 10,000 movement about the failings of
(37,000) and David Sandersreactionary threats such asseriousfiscal crisis. Itis nowondermanufacturing jobs. the NDP will deepen the
(4,000), or a combined 17.3% ofattacking pensions. people stayed away from They are feeling the effects ofunderstanding that working people
voters. Both ran for mayor on Today, the main question theWasylycia-Leis after her pro-corporate policies bythe NDPneed an alternative of their own,
policies that stood for working NDP must be grappling with is pronouncement of being fiscally and right-wing governments, andthat the labour movement cannot
people regarding taxes, labour antiow will it win in 18 months conservative. they are displaying resentmentcontract-out its political thinking
social policy. provincially withonly 58,000 more By rejecting the idea she wasSixty-nine per cent of Manitobato the NDP and expect better

The two largest trends amongor less solid NDP voters who votedthe most pro-union candidate workers live from pay cheque toeconomic and social conditions.
candidate platforms were, firstly,for Wasylycia-Leis, in contrast to union supporters begantolook fopay cheque, far higher than the Such a discussion will raise the
the policies of continuity and Bowman’s 112,0007? the bestalternative. The Winnipegs2% rate for Canada. awareness of working people well
regressivetaxation, reflectedinNDP It is clear that the NDP in Labour Council endorsed Was- The fact is that the Businessbeyond the trade union movement
and Liberal-backed campaigns. Manitoba requires a fundamentallycia-Leis, but it did not seem to Council of Manitoba proposed theand help move them into action in

The most prominent examplereview to examine why itis losing mean much to her. Both Ouellettesales tax hike in 2011, and thea broad struggle to improve their
of this was Wasylycia-Leis’ the trust of workers. It will be and Sanders benefited from heNDP - not just Premier Selinger -conditions and rights. It's time for
platform of four years of property important to see if such a rethinkcomment about union® caved in to the idea in 2013. a big wage increase

The mayoralty result is just Thefactisthatthe NDP already

By Darrell Rankin

In the Winnipeg civic election
on Oct. 22, working people voted
to shift City Council slightly
towards the left. Left and centre
Councilmembers willfind it easier
to win votes at Council meetings.

However, right wing
councillors could still win some
votes demanded by their big
business and developer backer
such as gutting pensions for 9,00
civic workers as promised by
Mayor-elect Brian Bowman.
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BC: Capit alism is S till Not W orking

Labour Bureau. Communist Canada and the US through théishery andto establishlarge §cal¢)arties to adopf[ _such policies nowpeople is an im_portant task for
Party of British ’Columbia “Occupy Movement” and value added manufacfcu_rlng,- not When politically expedient. labour and its allies. The struggle
November 2014 ’ campaigns to organize fast foodnstead of the current policies ofA real fightback plan cannot befor these reforms must move
workers and raise the minimumexporting our resources to beimited to lobbying. We need beyond the realm of collective
The Communist Party of wage, there has been action, from teach-ins to sit- bargaining and become the basis
Canada extends warm greetings tmajor resistance against : . ins, rallies, marches, pickets,to unite all workers behind a
delegates attending the 56th:utjbacks, corporate Greetings to the BC Federatlon and strikes. political program to bring about
Biennial Convention of the BC bailouts, and austerity. of Labour Convention! We also need to ensuremeaningful political change.
Federation of Labour. As yourThe state reaction hasis : that the labour movement What we need is Socialism - a
community’s leading labour primarily been police and [JELISKEEVETERIVERSILCR QAU represents, and fights for,society in which the value
activists, you are certainly awaretear gas. BC Teachers, and the struggle the entire working class - produced by labour is used by
of the continuing global economic  In many SENMUERE of the Richmond IKEA workers, not just those with union society rather than expropriated
crisis. You understand this is agovern-mentsinclude (or cards. It must be activist by corporations and sold for profit.

crisis brought on by the greed ofare even led by) social are e>_<amp|es of how to b%“'d a oriented, and rooted in This of course means democratic
the 1%. The origins of this greeddemocrats or “socialists” united labour-community solidarity and struggle, not public ownership of banks, major
are not abstract; they are rootetvho are complicit with fightback in this province." business unionism. We needesources, and producers, and
inextricably in the capitalist European Union and to discard the mistakenplacing political and economic
system. European Central Bank beliefs that the interests ofpower in the hands of working

Karl Marx identified over a demands for major “reforms” to processed elsewhere. Labour isvorkers and bosses can beeople.
hundred years ago the cyclicaprotect the integrity of the the essential ingredient in such aeconciled, or that the labour If you support these ideas,
nature of economic crises. AnEuropean Union itself. At best,movement, it is the glue that will movement's role is to help “bettercontact us to find out about joining
historical look at the economies oftheir goal is only to moderate hold ittogether and the engine thamanage” the capitalist systemthe Communist Party, the party of
the developed capitalist countriecapitalism, not to replace it with awill move it forward. Fighting for immediate reforms the working class, which fights for
since that time bears out hisbetter economic model. They fail Mass pressure is needed on athatwill better the lives of working a socialist Canada!
observations and conclusions. Théo recognize that the interests of
present crisis has its roots in thehe bosses are opposed to those of R R
1970s, when capital was faced withworkers, and that capitalism cannot
falling rates of profit from be reformed to serve working B. C. taX dOIIarS fIOW tO B’g O'l
manufacturing. In response,people. There is a similar danger
capitalists sought out new andn Canada and in BC, where the Doing businesswiththe energygsummary of the province’s The incentive credits to the
higher sources of profit. IngeneralNDP lost the 2013 election afterindustry has cost British financial statements. energy sector are designed to
terms, this meant a shift of capitalfailing to campaign for a decisive Columbians about $1.25 billionin  According to a Vancouver Sunencourage production of oil and
from the manufacturing to the break with the neoliberal policiesroyalty revenues over the last fivereport, Bellringer also noted howgas, but in effect subsidize
financial sectors of the economy.of the Liberals. years, even before most of thenuch moneythe government madeorporations at taxpayer expense.

Asecond attempt to spur profits  Organized labour in BC and product has been extracted. Thérom selling assets, and how muchrhe industry has accumulated
was to close plants in the U.S. andCanada has been slow to organizimcentives to the industry wereit paid in interest on debt$1.25 billion in credits, and last
Canada, and to open new branch fightback against the corporatehighlighted by B.C. auditor generalaccumulated through public-year alone that figure hit $587
plants in the Maquiladora zone orgovernment onslaught. But thereCarol Bellringer in her 2013-2014 private partnerships. million.
in the “free economic” zones of are signs of change. A new, more “When these producers claim

China, Vietnam or wherever labourdynamic leadership at the CLC is- { Norsunden = —,  theirincentive credits, that money
costs were cheap. This had thepening up the possibility of more | Lacrahhﬁe You've disqualifiad ‘\I | willbe deducted fromthe royalties
desired effect on the rate of profit,militant participation of labour in - the words “respect.” that they owe, thereby reducing
but created higher permanenpeoples’struggles. The “Common “benefits,” “fairness,” | the amount of money government
unemployment in Canada andFront”in Ontario, and the unity of “safety” and “pay-raise.” willgenerate,” Bellringer wrote in
British Columbia. This meansthe Quebec labour movemeni What's left? her report.

tougher competition for jobs and aagainst the Couillard government’s When it came to the sale of
harder negotiating climate forausterity attack are positive signs provincial assets, land and
unions, and eventually decliningof a new attitude of struggle. The buildings, the government made
real wages. Amore recent trend igourageous strike by the BC $601 million last year, allowing
the expansion of the “TemporaryTeachers, and the struggle of th the government record a $353
Foreign Worker Program”, Richmond IKEA workers, are million surplus.

designed to increaseexamples of how to build a united | The province also paid higher
unemployment. Thisis notthe faultlabour-community fightback in interestrates, ranging from 4.42%
of workers who seek employmentthis province. [ to 14.79?, on the debt it
to feed themselves and their Theincomingleadership of the \

accumulated through public-

families, but of the corporations BC Fed needs to seek out partnel private partnerships. The interest
and governments which want toto join in such a fightback. The 2 rate on taxpayer supported debt
reduce labour costs. success of the Teachers in gainin L= averaged about four per ceet.

Allegedly to stimulate spending public support proves that right-
and boostthe economy, significantving governments can be
tax cuts were carried out for thecompelled to back down. Reaching : : 3 c 3
wealthy and for corporations, asoutto our natural allies - Aboriginal HEU baCkS Campalgn agamSt cuts and prlvatlzatlon
well as large-scale bailouts ofpeoples, students, anti-poverty and
banks and corporations facingsocial justice groups, By Peter Marcus,
bankruptcy. This lowered federalenvironmental movements, Vancouver
governmentrevenues, and reduceseniors, anti-war groups - is the
transfer payments for educatiorbest way to move this process

privatization of public health care,Bonnie Pearson is retiring as
including the Dr. Brian Day case Secretary Business Manager, but
in the courts. Another resolutionwas endorsed until a replacement
The Hospital Employees’ calledto unite public sectorunionsis found. Irene Lanzinger,
. Union held its 70th anniversaryin a campaign against cuts andecretary Treasurer of the BC
?;Xde:eglfg\‘/irfevslngaglﬁg rdegflijé:itesdorward. biennial convention Nov. 3-7 in privatization in the public sector. Federation of Labour, was
then 'downloaded expenses a\/hat’s to be d s Vancouver, with over 600 A proposal to hold conventionsendorsed by HEUinhercampaign
municipalities, who in turn passed at s 10 be aone: delegates attending. Joeyevery three years, instead of twofor President of that body.
them on to ’Working people. At this convention delegates Hartman, preS|(_1er_1t of thewas defeated. - Acontinuing characteristic of
Municipal infrastructure and should pressure the incoming Vancouver and District Labour A number of social justice HEU conventions has been a
services suffered because there afeadership to develop labour's own Council, PaL_1I Moist, p_reS|dent resolutions were p_assed,m supporhajor focus on constitutional
limits to property taxes that peoplepro ramp independent of all of CUPE National to which HEU of expanded childcare, LGBT amendments. Changes to
can pay. politgilcal p’arties pSuch a program is affiliated, John Hancock, rights to insurance and seniorsstructures, rules and regulations
However, there always Seems:ouldincludethéresistanceagainstpreS'dem of CUPE BC, Johncare, a natlongl inquiry into may be necessary from time to
tobe enougr’l money forthe militaryausterity, the use of BC resourcesHorgan’ leader of the BC NDPmurdered and missing Aboriginaltime, but they aren’t the focus of
- F35's, warships, sending troopsor BC jbbs an end to private ar_mdJlmSmclalr,thstepsdowrwomen,sexreassngnmentsurg_ermostotherunlon bodle_s. Despite
overse;is-but not,forFirstNationqgubnc artnérshi <. stopping and this month as president of theand hormone treatment, restoringhat, the HEU convention had a
housing or other crucial servicesreversirr)] rivatizgti'on zri)r?d rglore B.C. Federatl_on of Labour, aIIfgndsfor\_/vomen’sprogramgIe_galprogresswe_somal justice tone.
for the poor and marginalized. Regargdrl)ess of who i,s clected a'sbrought greetings. The keynoteaid funding, _and _safe dr|_n!<|ngT_he resolutions on campaigns
There is also corporate We|fafe'PresidentandSecretary-TreasurerSpeak.er’ Monika Dutt, of water especially in Aboriginal hinted of elements of class
the IMF reports that annual’the delegates determine the'Canad|an Doctors for Medlca}re,commqmtles. However, nostruggle, despite the call for
subsidies tothe oil and gas industryolitical policy and line of the BC told deIe_gatesoftheflghtagalnstesolutl_ons came forward ongetting bghlnd thg NDP as the
alone in Canada are over 34 BillionFederation of Labour. Arming the Dr. Brian Day’s C_Zharter_ mternatlonz_:ll issues. There WaSJnIyso_Iutlon,partlcula_rly in the
dollars. (Mitchell Anderson, 15 Executive Board w.ith strong challenge to the Canadian publicscant mention in the debates or bypcoming federal election. There
May 2014, TheTyee.ca.) ' militant working class policies, health care system. Duttguest speakers about war andere lots of “STOP HARPER”
' T -~~~ condemned the right-wing attackpeace, global climate change andtickers and flags waving all over
. would enable them to start buildingfg, public health care and callednternational capital. the convention hall.
Worklng class a massn/te,t u:ntked bpel(()ples for enhancements to the system, Victor Elkin was elected (The author is a retired HEU
reaction mov_emefn ' t(r)1e 3ore or;[(i:ons(?ltj(: such as pharmacare. president for a second 2-year termmember who remains active in
province irom P ' Delegates passed a resolutioand Donisa Bernardo was agairthe labour movement, including

protect our environment from the to conduct a campaign againstcclaimed Secretary Treasureras a delegate to the VDL@)

Over the last few years, malnlyoiI and gas barons; to rebuild our

in Europe and Asia, but also in
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EDIT ORIALS

To achieve climate justice,
phase out capitalism

The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change hasi
a“stark” report, warning that unrestricted use of fossil fuels shou
phased out by 2100 to avoid “severe, pervasive and irrevers
climate change. The good news from the IPCC is that most
world’s electricity could be produced from low-carbon sources
2050, at a cost far less than the damage caused by inaction.

But while people and even many governments grasp the ng
slash greenhouse gas emissions, the major imperialist pq
remain in the grip of a military-industrial-energy complex wh
opposes suchradical change. Despite the occasional fine rhet
President Obama, the U.S. and its allies cling to the histo
anachronism known as the private profit system of capitalis

Atthe 1992 Earth Summit, Cuba’s Fidel Castro warned that
important biological species - humankind - is at risk of disappe
due to the rapid and progressive elimination of its natural hal
We are becoming aware of this problem when it is almost tog
to prevent it. It must be said that consumer societies are ¢
responsible for this appalling environmental destruction...”

The drive for increased corporate profits is at the hea
“consumerism”. Putting it bluntly, the big energy and a
monopolies, and the leaders of the imperialist governments
support, are not role models or agents of change. They are
criminals. Why? Because they defend a capitalist system whic
turn billions of people into desperate, hungry, homeless ref
within our own lifetimes.

Our world still has the time and resources to turn away f
disaster. But to succeed, the struggle for climate justice mu
combined with economic, social and political justice - wit
socialist alternative based on meeting the needs of people al
environment, not on the greed of a tiny minority.

No cause for celebration

For afew days this month, we were all stuffed into Mr. Peabo
wayback machine, watching bizarre celebrations of the
anniversary of the “fall of the Berlin Wall.” Please forgive us
trying to pop the balloon of capitalist triumphalism.

First, the destruction of socialism in Europe was accompanis
a solemn promise that the US and NATO would not exp
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om

tat@olonization wars: what have we learned?

d the submit this letter as an Earthfood sources. The food source, théreakdown of electrical, water and
peace activist who, for 75 years, ha®\merican buffaloes, were wantonly sewage treatment systems. The use of
promoted the vital concept, Culture ofkilled for their hides, causing severedepleted uranium weapons has taken
Peace. The radical reaction by thénunger. Tipis and wigwams werea heavy toll, principally, of the
Islamic State to this colonization plundered and burned. In somevulnerable children.

gistory points to the reality that theinstances, there was biological Divide and conquer tactics have
anerialist colonizing nations still warfare, i.e. distributing disease-caused destabilization of ordinarily
continue their wrong-headedinfected blankets to enemy families.quite stable governments. Puppet
devastating wars to advance theiiThere were horrific massacres of nongovernments that are installed by the
economic self-interests. combatants. In the Baker (Marias)colonizers seldom have the true
dby To understand the violence,massacre in Montana, in 1870, 170nterests of the people at heart; they
an‘Egloodshed and destruction of the EarttBlackfeet people were murdered. Atare more likely busy skimming off

y’
P5St
or

eastwards. Yet several of these countries are now NATO menibetsyyironment in the Middle Easttoday,the Wounded Knee massacre imillions of dollars of reconstruction

as U.S. military bases inch closer to Russia’s borders. Wa
fascism are on the march across Ukraine, seventy years aft
Wehrmacht was demolished by the Red Army and heroic parti
Spitting on the Canadian soldiers who sacrificed their lives to d

andis helpful to have a look at the December,1890, nearly 300 Lakotagunds for their own selfish needs. Saudi
el I;b\%cess of colonization as it has beemwere slaughtered, including manyArabia, a nation with a cruel system of
baNGarried out, first of all, in North women and children. Sometimes,capital punishment, becomes a quiet

Hitler fascism, our Prime Minister praises the ultra-right and

pfe@merica during the 19th century and,indigenous nations were induced tcaccessory to the colonizers’ attacks
robeyondthat, in the Middle East duringfight each other, through divide andon Arabic neighbours. The forming of

Nazi coup parties in Kiev. In effect, removal of the Anti-Fasgistthe 20th and 21st centuries. Theconquer practices. Regime changeino fly zones” by NATO, to protect
Protection Wall (to use the German Democratic Republic’s tgrmprocesses are similar: basically warshen, led to the cold-blooded murdersivilian populations, has led finally to

opened the door to 21st century fascism and a new Cold W
Some will reply: at least the East Germans gained their free
Onlyif one accepts the narrow definition that freedom means a
to a vast range of expensive consumer goods. In exchang
people of the GDR surrendered the gains of socialism:
employment, housing, free education, health care and child
major progress towards gender equality, and much more.
Yes, socialist East Germany also had real shortcomings, inj

to acquire territory and the naturalof Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull. In the assassination of Arabic leaders
onfiésources within. The meansto subdu€anada, in 1885, the execution ofike Saddam Hussein and Muarnmar
cetlie local people in the foreign Louis Riel, was a form of regime Khadafi.
b flggitories are essentially the samechange. Abook publishedin 2008, “Winter
fulmilitary, political, economic, Trace events in the Middle EastSoldier,” includes the testimonies of
Car%g,ychological, diplomatic and since 1991. It could not be morehundreds of USnilitary personnel
cultural. As we have observed in theobvious that the military aggressionsivho refused, at a certain point, to

iddle East, NATO actions, invasions have been aimed at gainin@articipate in any more military

Smﬁgtensibly to protect the civilian control of the vast petrochemicalgdventures in Irag. They either

due to huge obstacles which limited its successes. But we do

at one more “AHA” criticism: the GDR spied on its own citizefis
Here in Canada, our elected government admits that every pfote
demonstration and every form of communication is monitoreg b
the police and security agencies. The difference? In our “ffee

country, this is done to help preserve capitalist rule, not to pre
the restoration of capitalism. Aha, indeed.

Ipppulation: have led to aggressiveresogrces .in predominantly Arabic/became deserters or claimed status
w?lent regime changes. Muslim nations. Carpet bombing andas conscientious objectors to war.
S European colonization of America errant attacks on military targets, have During these wars of
¥]ad tragic impacts on the |nd|g.erTOU$aused millions of deaths of non-cy|onization, heads of state have
peoples. Many of them were wcumscombatants.ThewarsofconquesthaVﬁagranﬂy violated the United
Vet wars of extermination, often turned millions of peace-oriented

regarded as genocide. The militarypeople into refugees, who flee from

followed a “scorched Earth policy,” a one nation to another. The destruction see LETTERS, p. 11
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means to deprive the people of theiof infrastructure has resulted in

Put the Communist Party on  Your Holiday Gif t List!

In a year that saw the Harper government take Canada to war in Iraq, severely curtail Canadians’
civil and democratic rights, drive down wages and living conditions, and increase privatization,
unemployment and austerity, working people are facing more big struggles ahead.

While the parties on Parliament Hill campaign for Big Business or on a treadmill of never-ending
struggles for basic social and economic rights, the Communist Party is different.

The Communist Party is Canada’s party of Socialism. We fight for working class power and a future
of peace, democracy, equality, sovereignty, full employment, and public ownership of Canada’s
resources and economy. A future where working people are in the driver’s seat.

Another world is possible! And it's urgent! Help us to win it!

Your tax rebatable donation to the CPC before December 31st, will allow you to collect your tax
rebate when you file your income tax next spring.

Here’s how it works:

Your donation Your tax rebate Cost to You
$400 $300 $ 100
$300 $225 $75

$200 $150 $50

$100 $75 $25

$50 $37.50 $12.50

Please send your donation today to:

CPC, 290ADanforth Ave., Toronto, ON M4C 4Y4.Thank you!
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Indigenous Peoples’ Day: an import ant symbolic change

considering the many con-fF— e
tributions by this community. But .‘; —— ; THE bf‘l
4 ma T SINRACH L

There has been considerablghe arrival of Columbus marked a —
media attention to arecentdecisiomorrifying conquest of the so-§
by Seattle City Council to supportcalled “New World”. In their I
a proposal from indigenoussearch for gold, silver and othe 4 7Y
activists torename Columbus Daytreasures of the original people o
traditionally celebrated as a U.Sthe conquistadores and their fellov
federal holiday on the secondinvadersfrom England, France an¢
Monday of October. In Seattle andelsewhere conducted a well{%
Minneapolis, this is now documented and ruthless
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. slaughter. Plunder, murder ang

Columbus Day marksthe arrivaldisease on a shocking scale led t
in the western hemisphere ofthe extermination of some
Christopher Columbus, the Italian-indigenous peoples, an overal
born sailor who led a three-shippopulation decline of about 80%
expedition across the Atlanticby around 1900, and permanen
Ocean in 1492. In the popularpoverty for most of the survivors.
understanding encouraged byAs Communist Party leader Tim
governments and the educatiorBuck said from the dock during|
system, this is usually considerechis 1931 trial on trumped up
the so-called “discovery of “sedition” charges, the bourgeoigf
America”. state in Canada was created “firgy

In reality, of course, the toenforce the robbers’ will on theft
“Americas” were first discovered suppressed Indians, and later o
by the human beings who arrivecthe working class.”

; ; ; . J :
ﬁ%gg?f;?g gggn;rfasgozts!g%s;m gg;g'j (,;j ?g&? It:)(\)/\;grl g?gﬁggﬂgsol{nage above and report below about Minneapolis declaration from www.popularresistance.org/

long as 40,000 years. These ancieffiving, shorter life expectancies’minneapolis—votes-to—change-columbus-day-to—indigenous—peoples—day/

travellers are the ancestors of thend sharper repression of their Minneapolis City Council
indigenous and Aboriginal peoplesdemocratic and civil rights than unanimously voted on April 25,
who spread throughout thethe rest of the population.2014,toapprove aresolution to
hemisphere, using sophisticatedRenaming a holiday will not rename Columbus Day to
skills and knowledge to createchange this oppression. Indigenous People’s Day.
hundreds of societies and But it would be simplistic to Hundreds of American Indians
languages. An estimated 70-11@iew this move from one single were at City Hall for the vote.
million people lived in this perspective. The struggle for “It’s been a long time
hemisphere at the time ofrecognition of the inherent rightscoming,” commented Clyde
Columbus - whose voyage camef indigenous peoples has beemBellecourt, American Indian
hundreds of years after variouggaining momentum for over aMovementleader after the vote.
other Europeans, such as Nordicentury. This struggle takes plac&For me, it's been almost 50
explorers who establishedsimultaneously in the political
settlements in Newfoundland, andarena, in the courts, in the realm of
Portuguese fishing fleets. There igpopular culture, and so on. Everywaterways to “Salish Sea” is athe brutal hanging of Louis Rielin  This began to change by the
also credible evidence that sometep forward, large or small,welcomereminderthatthose ofus Regina barracks, marked the930s, but the racist legacy of the
ships arrived on the west coastontributes to the overall progressn southwest British Columbia live beginning of decades duringwhichCanadian state’s military victory
from destinations in east Asiaof this epic campaign. in the unceded traditional the Métis people (including someat Batoche lives on. Decades of
during the centuries prior to Inthissense, symbolic gestureserritories of the Coast Salishof my ancestors) were driven tograssroots community organizing
Columbus. canreflect wider social trends. Fompeoples. the margins of society, living in haswonimportant social progress,
There is strong justification to example, the name change of the On the Prairies, the defeat ofextreme poverty and not allowedand the Métis are recognized by

By Kimball Cariou

M s, - U

i @'? :f'r_--‘( :ﬁ;
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morning, as | promised | would
during my campaign, recog-
nizing Indigenous Peoples Day
and honouring the history,
culture, and resiliency of the
people who originally inhabited
our country and our city. | am
grateful to the community for
organizing to make this a reality
and am looking forward to the
even stronger relationships we
will build moving forward.”

years that we’ve been talking
about this pirate.”

All official City of Minneapolis
communications will now say
“Indigenous People’s Day,”
instead of Columbus Day.

Mayor Betsy Hodges issued
the following statement: “This
act recognizes and celebrates
the native people who still live
on this land. I am honoured to
have signed the resolution this

recognize “Italian Heritage Days”, Strait of Georgia and associatedhe Métis Resistance of 1885, ando organize or speak out.

BCCLA cautions on expanded CSIS powers

Carmen Cheung, Seniorpowers. SIRC itself reports that it

Counsel at the BC Civil Liberties encountered difficulties in "mnKs LlE Yﬂ“'“ “m A
Association, has reacted stronglyconductingits review and thatin one
to the federal government’s newinvestigation, it had been ‘seriously l "
“security” legislation, and misled’ by CSIS and that CSIS hac BlT Tﬂo ““c“ To mI“K.
especially to suggestions thatviolated its duty of candour.’ Last
“radical thoughts” expressedyear the Federal Court of Canad:
online might be criminalized. harshly rebuked CSIS for keeping
“Rushed and reactionarythe court in the dark about its
lawmaking is unwise,” says operations when applying for
Cheung. “The question thatwarrants. This is unacceptable.
Canadians should be askingis not “And while the government
what additional powers govern-wantsto give our spies more powe
mentneedsto protect public safetypverseas and provide blanke
but how existing powers are beingconfidentiality for CSIS inform-
used and whether the existingants, SIRC’s report highlights
criminal law is being properly ongoing concerns with CSIS
enforced... In a free society, therentelligence operations outside
is no suchthing as perfect securityCanada. This includes flaws with
The prospect of an all-seeinghow CSIS confirms the value and
always-spying government thatreliability of intelligence collected
can lock people up merely for theiroverseas, which can have a direc
thoughts, and not their actions ismpact on how CSIS investigates
fundamentally at odds with our Canadians here at home. Befor:
democratic society.” we can expand the power of oul
Cheung also commented on apy agencies, Canada’s spies nee
report of the Security Intelligenceto be accountable for the powers
Review Committee (SIRC, thethey already have.”
independent body responsible for The BCCLA has developed
reviewing CSIS activities) that expertise on national security
identified concerns about howissues for over fifty years,
CSIS is using its existing powers.including opposition to the use of
“We need to take care that wethe War Measures Act in 1970,
arenot adding to CSIS’s powersparticipation in the Commission
only as areflexive response to recerdf Inquiry that led to the creation
tragedy, particularly when its own of CSIS and the end of the RCMP’s
review body reported that Canada’slomestic spying role, and sub-
spies have not been properlymissions to Parliament on anti-
accountable for their existingterror legislation following 9/1®

FUPPORT YOUR LOCAL

THOUGHT POLIC

Don't speak out or question,

Image from http://warriorpublications.wordpress.com

the Canadian Constitution as one
of the Aboriginal peoples of
Canada.

Butthe Métis still face stubborn
resistance against even symbolic
moves to recognize our crucial
role in history. Manitoba finally
declared “Louis Riel Day” on the
third Monday in February, which
is the “Family Day” statutory
holiday in some other provinces.
But Riel's birthday, October 22,
1844, which is highly significant
for the Métis, is still ignored by
mainstream Canadian society. Just
as telling, Métis people and our
allies have rarely succeeded in
having streets, buildings, parks and
other public places named after
our heroes. Riel and his military
commander Gabriel Dumont are
still considered “traitors” for their
armed resistance against the
Canadian state’s theft of Métis
lands, and therefore unfit to be
honoured. So like many others, |
dream of a time when | can
celebrate Louis Riel Day by
walking down Jim Brady Avenue
in Regina, to relax at Gabriel
Dumont Park, looking at statues
of these leaders.

Yes, symbols do matter. The
declaration of Indigenous Peoples
Day in Seattle will not eliminate
the terrible poverty faced by Native
Americans. But this is one more
step along the road to a society in
which the legacy of colonialismis
truly eradicated (though never
forgotten), and in which equality
is a reality rather than a dream.

(An earlier version of this
commentary was published in
Radical Desi magazine
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CDefend Civil Liberties and Democratic Freedoms

Statement of the Central Such domestic activists are theduringthe G-20 Summitin Torontothe opposition parties

Executive Committee,
Communist Party of

Canada. October 23. 2014 the case for every federalland defender movements, andind silence Canadians.

in Harper government’s decisions to
main target of the Conservativeand the student protestsin Quebe®arliament must also unequi-take partin the bombing of Islamic
security state agenda, as has bedhe criminalization of Aboriginal vocally oppose the attempt to gadstate forces, to back the Israeli

occupation of Palestine, and to

government since Confederationmany other occasions. Allowing No clear connection has beersupport the far ultra-right coup

The Communist Party of Fornearly 150 years, every attackhe “pre-emptive” arrest of drawn between the homicides inregimeinKiev - inevitably become
Canada warns against the attempin civil rights and democratic “potential terrorists” would open Quebec and the homicides inpart of a deadly global spiral of
by the federal Conservativefreedoms has been accompaniethe door to police actions againsODttawa, which left two soldiers violence and militarism. The most

governmenttousetherecenteventsy ominous speeches
in Ottawa and St-Jean-sur-
Richelieu as justification to restrict[[ T
civil liberties and democratic ] W
freedoms. Even before thesq
unconnected incidents thei#
government had been preparings=
new so-called “anti-terrorism” [\
legislation to expand the legal
scope for CSIS and other securit
agencies to spy on the activities
and communications of Canadians
and to allow “disruption” tactics -
a euphemism for the authority td
arrest anyone considered
potential threat, even those whd§
have not engaged in any illegal" §&y
activity. This chilling legislation
will be brought before Parliament
shortly, perhaps in an even morg
draconian form.
Ever since taking office, the
Harper Conservatives have
directed state security agencies t|
profile and focus on those the
consider “enemies”, such ag
environmentalists opposed to the
expansion of the tarsands an
hydraulic fracking, Aboriginal \
movements which resist thel

destruction of their traditional communist banner at the May Day 2014 march in Toronto. (Photo: Ed Bil)
territories by governments and

byvirtually any movement or and their two attackers dead. Noaggressive and powerful terrorist

force on our planet has been U.S.
imperialism, which has repeatedly
overthrown governments and
invaded countries which it
considers unfriendly to the interests
of transnational capital. Joining
wars launched by the U.S. will only
exacerbate crisesratherthanresolve
international problems.

The Communist Party
condemnsthe efforts to criminalize
dissent, and calls upon the labour
and democratic movements to
defend the rights to free speech
and expression, assembly, privacy,
legal due process and citizenship
protected by the Canadian Charter
of Rights. The Communist Party
particularly condemns the
tendency by the corporate media
and politicians to use inflammatory
rhetoric like “lone wolf terrorists,”
racialize these incidents, and vilify
Muslims and the Islamic faith. We
will strenuously combat all
attempts to victimize or
marginalize any national, ethnic,
religious or political minority or
community in Canada. We call on
all labour, progressive and
democratic forces to defend

resource corporations, or groupgoliticians, warning of “dire organization critical  of isthereany clearevidence of linksdemocracy and the cause of peace,
CSIS vaguely labels “multi-issue threats”. This has been a key excusgovernment policies. with other organized groups. Inand oppose all efforts to eliminate
extremists”. CSIS already operatesor repeated waves of repression, This legislation must be factitseemsthe perpetrators actethese rightsinthe name of “fighting
beyond the reach of Parliamensuch asthe mass arrests during tteondemned by democratic forcesas individuals. terrorism”.

and exists to suppress politicaWinnipeg General Strike of 1919,in Canada, especially trade unions, But these events take place in The Communist Party demands
dissent. The expansion of policethe trials and internments ofAboriginal peoples, environ- the context of the Canadianan independent foreign policy
state powers will accelerate thisCommunist leaders during thementalists, defenders ofimmigranigovernment’s  enthusiasticbased on peace and disarmament,
drive to label Canadians as1930sand’40s, the blacklisting ofrights, civil liberties groups, and patrticipation in war-making and and calls for full support for mass
“potential terrorists,” creating athousands of militant labour all those who want to protect themilitarism as a key partner in theprotests against participation in
basis for even more severe policactivists during the Cold War era,Charter rights to freedom ofUS-led NATO alliance. The the new war in Irag and Syria in
spying and repression against, thehe mass suppression ofspeech, expression and assemblZommunist Party restates ourlongeities across Canada on October
labour and democratic movementslemocratic rights during the 1970Instead of supporting the Harperheld view that war-making by the 25-26 and beyond. We cannot be

and grassroots opposition forcesOctober crisis, the mass arrestgovernment’s repressive agendaCanadian state - including thesilent. ®

Washington’s Moderates - from Nazis to
violent Sunni Muslim fundamentalists

By Stephen Gowans brother felt the same - in whichevidence intervened.

October 27, 2014

the Soviet Union. After the war, when the point of their dagger was
case, Nazis may indeed have Before Germany declared warNazis were recruited to carry on indirected at the heart of the Syrian

genuinely appeared to theonthe United States, Washingtorpursuit of the same goals,president. It was only when ISIS

A story by Eric Lichtblau in country’s chief spy to be
The New York Timesf October moderates.
26, 2014 (“In Cold War, U.S. spy  Among the “moderate” Nazis
agenciesused 1,000 Nazis”) raisepressed into service by Dulles as
the question of how moderate thespies, and by FBI director J. Edgal
United States’ “moderate” allies - Hoover as informants, were:
including the so-called “moderate” - Ex-Nazi police officials and East
Syrian rebels - really are. European collaborators who, it is

Lichtbau’s story concerns said, were manifestly guilty of war
newly declassified documentscrimes.
showing that the CIA and FBI - Otto von Bolschwing, a top aide
employed at least a thousand, antb Adolf Eichmann, who wrote
likely more, Nazis and Nazi- policy papers on how to terrorize
collaborators as spies andlews.
informants during the Cold War. - Aleksandras Lileikis, a

What's striking about the story Lithuanian Nazi collaborator who
is the revelation that Allen Dulles, the US Justice Department’s Nazi
at the time head of the CIA, hunting unit said “was a senior
described Nazis on the US payrolperpetrator of the Holocaust.”
as “moderates.” Hoover dismissed accusationd

It's difficult to see how Nazis that his Nazi informants had

threatened to take control of Iraqi
oil fields that they became a threat
to be eliminated. At that point, the
Islamic State’s commitment to a
harsh 18-century Wahhabism-
inspired Islam became intolerable,
though only in the official rhetoric.
The reality is otherwise.
Wahhabism is the official ideology
of Saudi Arabia, a family
dictatorship Washington supports
strongly. The beheading-
practicing, anti-Shia, theological
absolutist monarchy that presides
over much of the Arabian
Peninsula is sometimes described
as “moderate” in Washington.
Observers who closely follow
events in Syria argue that the
“moderate” Syrian rebels are a
myth. In his latest bookThe

could be described as moderategommitted wartime atrocities asdidn’tthink the Nazis were sobad.undermining the USSR andJihadis Return: ISIS and the New
But maybe it depends on yourSoviet propaganda. Syrian leadelo the contrary, there was muchsabotaging socialism in easterrSunni Uprising veteran Middle

politics. As Victor Kiernan pointed Bashar al-Assad’s accusations ithe Nazis did that the intertwinedEurope.
out in America: The New 2011thatthe uprisingin hiscountryUS economic and political elites

East correspondent Patrick

Similarly, Washington didn’'t Cockburn observes that there is

Imperialism Dulles’ sister was so was driven by militant Islamists admired. Hitler's forces shutdownthink the violent Sunni Muslim “no dividing wall” between
“overflowing with admiration for with foreign backingwas similarly trade unions, banned leftistfanatics who sought to overthrow

Nazismthatshe settledin Germanylismissed by US officials aspolitical parties,

jailed the secular nationalist government
to bask in its rays.” Perhaps hepropaganda, until the weight ofcommunists, and soughtto destropf Bashar al-Assad were so bad

see "MODERATES" p. 9
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CBA backs away from Chevron Corp.

region. By North American
standards this is a public health
crisis ofimmeasurable proportions:
water that is essential for daily
activities is contaminated and
continues to affect thousands of
people. The high prevalence inrates
of cancer, miscarriages and other
illnesses show that the careless
dumping by Chevron was aviolent
act inflicted on innocent people.

“Chevron Canada was created
by Chevron Corp capital and
operates in Canada trading under
the same symbol (CVX) on the
Toronto Stock Exchange. Chevron
operates transnationally, picking
and choosing its countries of
interest, and packing up and
leaving when convenient. Justice
must function equally across and
within national borders.”

The legal case has wide
implications. In the unceded
Wet'suwet'en territory of northern
B.C., for example, Indigenous
people at the Unis'tot'en Camp
couldn't be seen supporting ahttp://amazonwatch.org/news/2013/1015-chevron-fights-amazon-pollution-verdict-in-us-court are blockading Chevron and other
corporation that has negatively companies, and many other
affected the lives of so manyDecember. Should the Supremelo the right thing. Together thesealso continue to negatively affectcommunities globally have been
Indigenous people in Ecuador.” Court rule against Chevron, thegroups proved not only that thethe lives and wellbeing of the negativelyimpacted by Chevron’s

The CBA’s environmental, full judgment could be collected requirements of the Interventionindigenous people living in this practicese
aboriginal, and civil litigation and paid to the EcuadorianPolicy of the CBA were not met, . .
committees had opposedplaintiffs. butalso that corporate lawinterests Chevron controversy in V. ancouver election
intervening on behalf of Chevron. The Anti-Chevron Canada do not come before human rights. i i .
Lawyersin Canadawere upsetthaCommittee has welcomed the CBA  “The acts of Chevron affect us Chevron has become an issue in the November 15 municipal
the CBA board had authorized adecision to withdraw its all. Chevron polluted the Amazon ©léctions in B.C. In recent years, several school districts
law firm with ties to Chevron, application forintervener status inrainforest, regarded as the world’s @llowed Chevron to provide course materials for curriculum
Blake Cassels & Graydon LLP, tothe case. botanical treasure, which contains US€ PY students, in exchange for financial contributions to the
submit the brief. “This is clearly the right unknown pharmaceutical cash-starvedschpo!boards.Butanancouver,pohmesadoptt_ed

Ecuadorian plaintiffs want to decision and we are indebted tgossibilities and is considered the by the COPE major_ltydL:crlngb'ﬁhe ZOhOZ-IOS terr’r}fshagply;]estrlct
seize the assets of Chevrormember lawyers who had thelungs of the world. More than 20 ::orporate penetrat_llon %4%% O'SOSCdools' An offer tydcbeviﬂn
Corporation in Canada in order tocourage to speak out and upholgercent of the world’s oxygen is \?ar?&%r:/%? gcﬁlc:rc\)ll aEr,oard in line ?/:/aithwgzs:ﬁ{ec %Iic y ang
collect a USD $9.5 Million justice,” says a recent Committeeproduced  here.  Chevron reflecting the wides readd’istrustofener mon?) Fc))liesyk; the
judgment against the company foistatement. “Through the collectiveCorporation is operating within one bii Dg ina th '? fi iaht-wi gyd_d ¢ P d yd.
contaminationitcausedinthe Lagaction of these courageousglobal entity and therefore, their pﬂn(;:ts hlgr\llr(]agbitteeﬁ e;tltggi(gg ngéngh%?rnPlat% %Sagghurgilr:g
Agrio region. Arguing that courts lawyers, the  forthright corporate social responsibility EerVisionpartytrust)(/eesforturningdownChevron Candidates
in Canada have no jurisdiction incommitment to justice principles should be enforced globally. of Vision and the Public Education Project aréue against
this case, Chevron has appealed tof law students, and the actions of “The hundreds of oil wells and weldine S 5 — :

. . g Chevron'’s strings-attached money, and in favour of
the Supreme Court of Canadagconcerned community memberspools of waste left behind by strengthening the Board's standing policies. @
which will hear the case in earlythe Association was pressured t&Chevron Corporation in Ecuador ’

Special to PV

Facing resignations and
protests, the Canadian Ba
Association (CBA) has decided
not to make an intervention at th
Supreme Court of Canada in 3
case involving Chevron’s
contamination of the Ecuadoria
rainforest.

In a letter to members, CBA
president Michele Hollins stated
“The [Legislation and Law [
Reform] Committee concluded j
that while the factum was well-
drafted and of a high standard off.
quality, it did not meet the specific .
requirements of CBA's o
Intervention Policy... and would i
be withdrawn.”

In an interview with teleSUR,
Santiago Escobar, a member o
the Anti Chevron Committee of
Canada, stated “The CBAwon'tf
admit this but they withdrew
because of the protests they we
facing. They knew that they

“"Transnational misconduct must end”

corporations to sue the governmentountry. Despite losing a courtthe Ecuadorian court, disregardingsociety actors in promoting
of South Africa for empowering case in Ecuador raised by affectethat the judiciary is independentcorporate accountability and in
citizens affected by apartheid, thendigenous communities, Chevronof the executive branch in ourpreventingand mitigating adverse
Ecuador has undergone aovernment of Germany for (which acquired Texaco in 2000)democratic nation. human rights impacts of
profound social, economic andphasing out nuclear energy, andsillegally andillegitimatelyusing  This is but one example of howtransnational corporations.
political transformation over the the governments of Uruguay andan international arbitration systeminternational trade and investment Ecuador alone is not going to
past seven years, prioritizing theAustralia for requiring health to avoid complying with the agreements place transnationathange this unfair world order.
needs and rights of its citizens. warnings on cigarette packages. judicial sentence in Ecuador.  corporations above sovereignBut we are taking a first step,
A great moral challenge of the It is detrimental to our nations Chevron’s suit relies on anationallaw, allowingthemto usetogether with South Africa and
21stcenturyisto establish people’shat today no international legalBilateral Investment Treaty their money, influence and lobbymany other nations that have
control over the forces that reignbasis requiring multinational between Ecuador and the USgroups to escape accountabilitysupported our initiative to make
supreme in trade and commercecorporations to respect and abide for their actions. corporations accountable for
Transnational corporations enjoyby human and environmental rights The necessity of ensuring legalabusive actions. Outside the
special rights, protections, andstandards exists. Until now, protection of investment shouldstructure of the United Nations,
privileges that have led to anbusinesseshad onlythe volunta not allow multinational corpora- we have already advanced in the
unprecedented level of social andchon-binding “Guiding Principles tions to abuse entire nations andreation of an Observatory of the
environmental injustice, particu- of the United Nations on Business their populations. EXxisting South on Investments and
larly in developing countries and Human Rights”,endorsed onl international courts of arbitration Transnationals to monitor

By Ricardo Patino, Foreign
Affairs Minister of Ecuador

without sufficient legal recourse recently by the UNHRC and UN
to defend against corporate powerGeneral Assembly.

A new proposal spearheaded by The plight of victims of
Ecuador and South Africato createenvironmental violence at the
a legally binding instrument to hands of transnational corp-
regulate the human and environerations, such as that by Unio
mental rights abuses of trans-Carbide in Bhopal, Shell in the
national corporations, recentlyNiger Delta, and Chevron-Texaca

permitany multinational companylitigations corporations have
to sue a sovereign state, bypassinggainst nations and ensure state
a national court. Studies havesovereignty is respected. This
shown how a majority of thesewatchdog effort includes the
arbitrators side with corporateparticipation of Latin American,
interests over the protection andCaribbean, Asian, Arab and
promotion of human rights, andAfrican nations.
universal principles of law. Citizens of developed countries
We propose to fix this unjust will also join forces to support

approved by the UN Human Rightsin Ecuador, demonstrate just hov\i:
Council (UNHRC) in Geneva, is dangerous this legal gap is. All of situation with a new legal those of us directly affected by the
the start of setting things right.  the victimsinthese cases and others instrument approved for misconduct of some mult-

The global proliferation of are still waiting for remedy and which entered into force in 1997.development by the UNHRC ininationals, once they realize that
Bilateral Investment Protectionfair compensation. But Texaco closed its operationslune. These newregulationswouldhey are also victims of the
Treaties has granted transnational The massive damage caused by Ecuador back in 1992, before anove the world to a legal supremacy of capital. Today we
corporations extensive and everTexaco in the Lago Agrio area oftreaty ever existed. Despite thisramework that holds transnationalhave the collective duty to protect
expanding investor rights andthe Amazon rainforest is well fact, The Hague arbitration panelcorporations accountable for theirour people and our environment.
protections at the expense of th&nown, and is still evident in thecomprised of three lawyers,human rights violations. It will It's time to reign in the arbitrary
rights of the people and environ-form of ubiquitous black pools of deemed itself competenttoreviewprovide legal protections andactions of corporate power and
mentwhere they operate. Some afoxic sludge twenty years after thethe matter, and then urged oueffective remedies, as well ascreate the conditions for a more
these agreements have enabledil company formally left our governmentto haltthe decision ofcreate an important role for civil just and respectful worla.

oreign Minister Ricardo Patino
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¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Anti-austerity year, he attended a five-dayclosures and job losses in théhad been laid off, mostly without problem that had gotten worse over
) ) military intelligence course in Caribbean. Other major banks inany additional compensation. Athe pastyear, understaffingled the
march in Be|g|um Botswanathatwas financed by thehe region have also startedeport from the Center for list. The jobless recovery, in other
U.S. government. restructuring and outsourcingAmerican Progress found thatwords, is sustained in part by

Tens of thousands of Belgians The U.S. military has developedsome services. overwork was a particular problemaggressively overworking those
marched through the capitala close relationship with Burkina “The financial crisis has createdamong professionals, with over awith jobs.

Brussels on Nov. 6 in the firstFaso, which allows the Pentagora need for atotal rethinking of howquarter of them working more than
mass protest against the newo operate a secretive Speciabanks operate, and this requirefifty hours a week. Tea Workers to
centre-right  government’'s Operations base that conductsnore transparency,” Gayle said. But it has become common in ) )

austerity policies. The march isreconnaissance flights across WesThe banks have a responsibilityindustrial occupations as well.strike in Bengal

the first in a series of rallies andAfrica. to consult with the unions when“Whentime and a halffor overtime

strikes againsteconomic and social implementing any form of was established by federal law, The majority of tea garden
cuts announced by Prime Ministermdonesia Copper restructuring which will affectthe that was really a job-creationunions in north Bengal have
Charles Michel, who heads a workers, including changesmeasure, so it would cost less talecided to go ahead with their
centre-right coalition thatincludesminers walkout occurring outside of Jamaica, asire a new worker,” says Mike industry strike, unhappy with the
the nationalist New Flemish some local jobs are dependent oliVright, the United Steelworkers’ state’s proposal of a staggered
Alliance, Christian Democrats, the Production is down at Freeportoverseas operations.” director of health and safety. “Butdaily wage hike of Rs 40 (75 cents
liberal Open VLD, and Michel's Indonesia’s Grasberg mine in The restructuring plan starting in the late 1970s, the cosCan.) overthree years. Ata meeting
French-speaking liberals. Papua as around 1,000 workergnnounced by Scotiabank includesf benefits exceeded thatextrapajn Kolkata, state labour minister

Protesters waved flares and held the loss of about 1,000 jobs incost, and it became cheaper ttMalay Ghatak had appealed to the
banners as they massed for th Canada, mainly in mid-office work your existing workers unions to withdraw the strikes
start of the march, while there waj functions, as well as the Torontoharder.” which aim to implement a wage
disruption to subway trains, trams head office. Another 500 job cuts American workerswork longer increase promised since last April.
and buses throughout the capita will involve branch closures in hours than a generation ago, and Twenty-three tea unions have
where the European Union is Latin America, Mexico and the hundreds more per year than ircalled atwo-day industry strike on
based. Workers and staff at steg Caribbean. The bank employsFrance or Germany - the equivalenNovember 11 and 12 across north
firms, the ports of Antwerp and 87,000 people, more than half ofof six to eight extra weeks a yearBengal. Another 12-hour general
Zeebrugge, the post office and ir whom are outside Canada. BNSThe US tops the Eurozone nationstrike has been planned on
education also staged worK plans to close or downsize 120n productivity by 18 percentageNovember 12 in Darjeeling and
slowdowns. branches outside Canada, aboytoints. “Every month the Bureauother districts.

“The whole raft of government 10 per cent of its internationalof Labor Statistics releases its The Coordination Committee
measures create a potentiall branches. Some analysts prediavorker-productivity numbers, of Tea Plantation Workers had
explosive cocktail,” Marie-Helene that jobs may be outsourced tovhich measure output per laborasked for a daily wage of Rs 322
Ska, secretary general of thd India, a growing trend in many hour worked,” says Celeste($6 Can.) up from the current
leading Belgian union, CSC, white-collar businesses. Monforton, aformer Occupational poverty rate of about Rs 95 ($1.75).
warned. Major strikes are expected Safety and Health Administration The planters had first offered a
over the next few weeks before ghave not showed up for work sinceDeath on the jOb staffer. “Businesses are not hiringhike of Rs 21 (40 cents) phased in
national general strike onthe second week of October. The new workers; they’re just over three years, a proposal the
December 15. The last largewalkout comes after a series ofi Turkey expecting the old workers to workunions said was “unacceptable”.
nationwide demonstrations againsfatal incidents renewed concern more, and spitting them out after ~ Chitta Dey, the convenor of the
austerity were held in Februaryaboutsafety policies. InMay 2013, Atleast 14,555 Turkish workersthey get injured.” Co-ordination Committee of Tea
2013 attracted upto 40,000 people28 Freeport Indonesia workershave died on the job after 12 years A 2013 survey of its own union Plantation Workers, said: “Our

The unions as well as thedied in a tunnel collapse. Inin office for the Justice andreps by the United Steelworkersagitation has already begun, and
socialist, green and left partiesSeptember 2014, four workers diedevelopment Party (AKP), which which represents such blue-collathere will be protests and
oppose a decision to scrap planafter agianthaulage truck collidedwas elected in November 2002. industries as oil and steel, founcddemonstrations on every tea estate
for automatic cost-of-living raises with another vehicle (carryingnine  According to a report by the that production pressures, then the region. The planters are not
nextyear. They also reject plans tpassengers) at the mine. Worker Health and Occupationalincreased pace of work andready to revise wages at an
raise the retirement age from65to Indonesia’s Ministry for Energy Security Assembly and Turkey’'sincreased workloads toppedacceptable rate, while the
66 from 2025 and to 67 in 2030.and Mineral Resources says thé&ocial Security Institution (SGK), workplace health concerns. Whergovernment is not saying anything
The new government is alsomining giant is operating at 70146 workers died in the last 2the reps were asked to give amn fixing a minimum pay for the
imposing cost-cutting measures oipercent capacity due to themonths of 2002, followed by anexample of a health or safetyteaindustry.”
the civil service and in the fields of walkout. Previously, the Workers’ average of over 1200 per year
culture and scientific research. Union (SPKEP SPSI) announcedsince then. At least 160 workerg

that a one-month strike, involvingdied on the job in October 2014

Unions demand 3,600 Freeport workers, would t_)eincluding 27 women, four children
oL held starting November 6. Thisand three immigrants.

civilian rule led to rising copper futures (which ~ While coal mining disasters

] ] __ hadfallen by almostten percentirhave received international news

Inameeting with the militaryin 2014) amid mounting supply coverage, the largest numbers g
the Burkina Faso capl_tal, concerns. However, copper futuresleaths are in the agriculture an
Ouagadougou, trade unionsell after the one-month strike wasforestry sectors. The biggest sing|
received assurances that theancelled when the union andcause is traffic or shuttle service
military does intend to hand overmanagement of Freeport manageedccidents. The report emphasize
to a civilian transitional body. to reach an agreement to form amoad security, after a recent traffid
Military officers assumed control evaluation team to assess thaccident left 18 workers dead i
of the country after ex-Presidentincidents and company’s safetythe central province of Isparta.
Blaise Compaore’s 27-year reignregulations. “Instead of being proud of
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Many items in our "Global Class
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The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of

was ended by a massive popular Freeport Indonesia is abuilding double lane roads, the

- . fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociafsm.
uprising against plans to changgupsidiary of US-based naturalAKP government must improve| The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
the law so he could remain inresources company Freeporthe transport security conditiond fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sojour
power. At least seven people died/icMoRan Copper & Gold. The of workers,” the report said. members are active across the country, to build our party and to felp
and dozens were injured duringcompany employs around 24,000 strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our polfcies

and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rfore

the protests. Burkina Faso’s trad§yorkers at Grasberg, the Wor|d’sSpeedup in USA
unions were at the centre of thgargest gold mine and third-largest
popular movement to endcopper mine.

Compaore’srule, culminating with
a national strike which led to his
Oct. 31 departure to Cote d’lvoire.

A hidden side of the economic
recovery in the USA is that
speedups cause more injuries ar

Scotiabank job :
€ A dangerous levels of stress. Whilg
The army officer who seized 18.6 million people remain under-

. : ed cuts coming 20 :
power in Burkina Faso was twice employed, millions are working

selectedto attend counterterrorism The Bank of Nova Scotia more hours, and more intensely
training programs sponsored byjamaica (Scotiabank) is inthanever. Thisisespecially trueir
the U.S. government. Lt. Col. Isaacgjscussions with the Bustamanteertain industries, from oil
Zida, the former d_eput_y Industrial Trade Union (BITU), refineries to retail to publishing,
commander of the presidentiakyhich represents its clerical staff where federal data shows labouf
guard, emerged as the country’so discuss plans for a globalproductivity has risen at double of
ruler, at Iegst on an interim baSISrestructuring announced by themore the national rate.

In 2012, Zida attended a counterpank’s head office in Canada. A 2010 survey of people
terrorism training course at BJ|TU president Kavan Gayle, registered with Monster.com
MacDill Air Force Base inFlorida sajd the union’s request for afound that 53 percent of
thatwas sponsored by the Defensﬁ‘leeting came after areport in theespondents had taken o

d
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The world denounces illegal US blockade

hear when we know that the UScountryinLatin America. Actually,  And for Cuba, this is nothing  Finally, recall that Cuba does
has supported all the bloodiestith a literacy rate of 99.9%, it is exceptional: notonly are thousandsll this with a GDP that represents
dictatorships in the region andslightly superior to the US rateof doctors permanently deployedno more than 0.3% of the US'’s.
around the world. They are behind99%). Cuba’s opennesstothe worldround the world, but also school Canada, as we can see, didn't

On October 29, for the 23rdthe civil wars that have torn theis not only about culture, but alsoteachers, sports coaches, andppose the motion, but it is in no
time, the world rejected thelLatin American continent apart, about technology. When science iplenty of other humanitarian staff.way a sign of any particularly
criminal blockade imposed onwhether it be in Guatemala,capitalistcountriesis determined byCuba played a frontline role duringstrong links of friendship between
Cubain 1962. The outcome of theColombia or in El Salvador. They capitalisttrusts, in socialist countrieshe last Cholera crisis in Haiti andthe two governments. On countless
vote during the session of theare the ones who fund narcodike Cuba, it is aimed to respond taits humanitarian workers were senbccasions Harper has qualified the
United Nations on this topic trafficking warlords who terrorize people’s needs. This is how ando the most remote villages ofCuban government as dictatorial,
couldn’'t have been more clearithe Latin American population why Cuban scientists have achieve®akistan during the lastbut perhaps the most significant
out of the 193 member countrieseven in exile. It is a particularly overwhelming results in finding a earthquake. Even during hurricaneexample was Harper’s opposition
of the United Nations, 188 votedpathetic accusation whenwe knowireatment for some cancers. Katrina, Fidel Castro offered toCuba’s participationinthe 2012
in favour of the abolition of the that the US funds the most With a rate of 6.7 doctors perCuba’s help to the US population,Summit of the Americas. Obama
blockade, and only 2 voted againsteactionary religious sects thatl000 inhabitants, Cuba has one aofvhich was, of course, rejected.and Harper were the only member
the motion (not surprisingly the force more and more people tahe highest doctor-patient rates iriThe Bush governmentwasn’t ablestates to oppose their inclusion.
US and Israel). Since the first votdlive in conditions as backward asthe world. In comparison, the USto respond correctly to this crisis,Even the not-so-progressive
in 1992, a majority of the memberin the Middle Ages, as well asonly counts an average of 2.5esultinginover 1830 deaths, withpresident of Colombia, Juan
countries have supported thisbeing an unconditional ally of doctors for 1000 inhabitants. Thismost of the victims being African Manuel Santos, said this exclusion
motion. The change is that theSaudi Arabia, which is not whathas allowed the small island toAmericanworking-classresidentswas based on an “ideological
support has become increasinglyve could call a good example inplay an active role in the devel-of New Orleans. Some of theblockage”.
unanimous: in 1992, while only terms of their record on freedomopment of many countries, withouthurricane’s victims are still  Harper's hypocritical positions,
three countries voted against thef speech! In comparison, Cubademanding anything in return,homeless to this day. based on safeguarding Canadian
end of the embargo, there weréosts the biggest book fair in Latincontrasting sharply to the foreign  We should also recall the roleimperialist interests by keeping
still 46 countries that abstained. America, and UNESCO's policy of capitalist states. Forofthe Cuban people inthe nationafjood trade relations with Cuba

Despite all this, this criminal headquarters for Latin Americainstance, Cubawasthefirstcountryiberation struggle of Angola, withoutlosingface withits US ally,
blockade keeps being imposed omre located in Havana. to send 165 doctors to Africa whernwhich paved the way for the end othave to be denounced. This is why
the Cuban people, causing a loss ButCuba’sopennesstotheworldhe Ebola crisis started, whereag\partheid in South Africa, as campaigns for a genuine solidarity
of over $3.9 billion this year, and doesn't end here. Its literacy rate ithe US has used it as a pretext tMandela himself recognized.  with Cuba and its anti-imperialist
$1.1 trillion since the beginning of considerably higher than every othesend up to 3000 soldiers! In addition to that, Cuba has beenstruggles have to be reinforced in
the blockade. As a consequence, and still is, playing an important our country. Also, we should keep
not only can Cuba not trade withjl role in the development of third in mind, thatthe most effective way
the US, but also it cannot use U W world countries by opening theirwould be by reinforcing our own
dollarsinitsinternational financial classrooms to their students. Thisnti-imperialist struggles. As Che
transactions, nor canitaccess ba iswhy, right now, in Cuba, there isGuevara once said, “if you want to
credits from US institutions or their a significant number of studentshelp the Cuban Revolution, make
subsidiaries. Moreover, since fromthe refugee camps of Westerthe Revolution in your own
2004, fines to both US-based an@® Sahara and Palestine, as well asountry.”
foreign entities who have traded™* others from the Philippines or (http://rebelyouth-
with Cuba, total over $11 billion. Vietnam, studying in Cuba. magazine.blogspot.ca#

As the Cuban Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Bruno Rodriguez,
called for a dialogue with the US
to solve the problem, the United

By Adrien Welsh, Chair of
the YCL-LJC International
Commission
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continued from page 7

One Percent
States justified their positionin an 1
evasive way, referring to the “lack JUSt keep
of freedom of speech” in Cuba, .
especially concerning restrictions g ettl n g
over the internet. .
Lack of freedom of speech,October2: Cuban doctors and health workers unload medicines rlcher
really? This is quite amusing toand medical material at Freetown's airport in Sierra Leone.
. Three years after the Occupy movement put the issue of in
Golden Dawn blocked from Au Stralla gaps on the political map, the wealthiest members of the pla
population just keep getting richer. According to the 2014 Gl
The planned visit to Australia Union-imposed austerity measuresmpending trial for criminal | Wealth Report, the richest one percent owns $127 trillion, ¢
by two Golden Dawn members ofthat have disastrously affecteccharges, including murder,| percent of all the wealth in the world.
the European Parliament has fallemany Greek people, to become aveapons offences and attacks op  Inastory published on BillMoyers.com, Paul Buchheit writesjthat
through, at least for now. Goldensignificant political force. immigrants, left wing activists and| “global inequality, like global warming, is a disease that may b¢ too
Dawn is a neo-fascist party in The immediate cause forgay people. far along to ever be cured. We seem helpless, both in the US and
Greece that has used the globabolden Dawn postponing its visit The proposed tour generated around the world, to stop the incessant flow of wealth to an ¢litist
financial crisis, and the Europearis its parliamentary group’s fierce opposition and guaranteed group of people who are simply building on their existing riches{ The
that the Golden Dawn MPs would| increasing rate of their takeaway is the message derived from the
have had a torrid reception.| Credit Suisse Global Wealth Databook (GWD).”
"MOderateS" baCked by Us.... Leaders of the Greek comrr?unity In the United States, over the three years from 2011 to 2014, the
along with the Australian Council | bottom half of Americans lost almost half of their share of the natjon’s
everything to do with aims. of Trade Unions and a number of wealth, dropping from a 2.5 percent share to a 1.3 percent shire.
Nazism became unacceptablethnic and religious organ
“America’s supposedly moderateonly when Germany declared wairisations, called on all Australiansg
opposition allies” and al-Qaeda-on the United States. Before thatto unite to “demonstrate their
linked ISIS and al-Qaeda’s official and after Germany’s defeat,detestation of the message o
franchise in Syria, the Nusra FrontNazism was okay. It opposed thénatred and the violent politics
(with which the “moderate” rebels Soviet Union and the left - a battlebeing propagated by groups like
cooperate.) Others point out thathe US elite applauded. Golden Dawn”.
almostallrebel groupsin Syriaare Similarly, violentSunniMuslim  The mediain Australia exposed
made up of violent Sunni Muslim fundamentalism becameGolden Dawn’s use of an
fanatics whose aim is to replacauinacceptable only when itunregistered charity to raise funds
Syria’s secular constitution with achallenged US domination of thefor its operations in Greece. The
fundamentalist Sunni Muslim Middle East and the region’sgroup was forced to declare thati
interpretation of the Koran. petroleum resources. As a daggehad stopped fund raising in
But then, if, in the official directed at a pro-Soviet leftistAustralia because of the pressur
rhetoric of Washington, Nazis aregovernment in Afghanistan in theof community opposition.
labelled as moderateswhenthey'rd 980s, against the secular The Communist Party of
useful in achieving US foreign nationalistgovernmentin Libyain Australia actively worked to build
policy goals, it should come as na2011, and against the seculappposition to the Golden Dawn
surprise that misogynist, sectarianpationalist government in Syriatourand its presence in Australia
head-chopping Sunni extremistoover the last three years, it'sThe CPA Secretariatdeclared tha
whose aims intersect with the UStolerated, indeed, encouraged anéiThe Australian people should
foreign policy objective of ousting built up.
Assad’s nationalist government Moderation is in the eye of thethe breeding ground of violence
should be similarly sanitized asbeholder - which speaks volumeglivisions and hatred” or “the
“moderates.” about the politics of a state thatsource of financial support for
In Washington, a group orlabels Nazis and violent Sunnifascist activities abroade’
country’s moderation has nothingMuslim fundamentalists as (www.cpa.org.au/guardian/
to do with methods, andmoderatese

Most of the top half lost ground, too. The 36 million upper migidle

never allow our country to become

class households in the U.S. just above the median (sixth, se
and eighth deciles) dropped from a 13.4 percent share to al
f percent share. Much of their portion went to the richest one pe
Since the total US wealth adds up to $84 trillion, the three
change represents a transfer of wealth of over a trillion dollars
the bottom half of the population to the richest one percent
another trillion dollars from the upper middle class to the one pe
The bottom half of America, according to GWD, owned ¢
trillion in 2011. Now their wealth is down to $1.1 trillion. Much
theirwealth isin housing equity, which was depleted by the rece
The richest Americans, on the other hand, grabbed vast an
of wealth, largely by heavily investing in the stock market. Ove
£2011-2014 period, the average household in the top one perce
over a million households) increased its net worth by about
million. Much of that gain went to the wealthiest slivers of
population. The average household in the top 0.1 percent (jus
100,000 households) increased its net worth by about $18 m
And the average member of the Forbes 400 increased his/H
,worth by about $2 billion.
The world’s total wealth grew from $224 trillion to $263 trilli
inthree years. But of that $39 trillion increase, the world’s riches

possessed just three years ago, they now have a dollar and a
The reportwarns that “abnormally high wealth income ratios”

(www.worldwealthreport.come

2014/1663/06-golden-dawn.html)

spark a recession, as high disparity leads to economic friction.
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The October Revolution was p art of a process

a revolution within the Russian
Empire. It was mostly short-lived,
however - except in the South
where Stalin managed to maintain:
The October Revolution wasa resistance against the Tsarist=
notin any way an isolated event. Iregime for the next two years.
was atalltimes partofacontinuum, During the period of imperial
part of a process. Its origins can bexpansion, its outspoken opponent
traced back to the ferment of ideashe socialist movement also grew.
thrown up by the American andThe socialist or social-democratic
French Bourgeois Revolutions. Inparties, all of which claimed in
the decades that followed thosene form or another to follow the
two signal events, there were moreéeachings of Marx, were grouped
uprisings and revolts, notably inin the Second International. They
France and Britain in the 1830s. were vehement in their expressed
In 1831, a strike by iron workers opposition to war for capitalist
in Merthyr Tydfil, against profits.
redundancies, rising prices and Nevertheless, as the empires
bailiffs, led to several thousandtook sides in readiness for a war to
workers demonstrating and - forredistribute the world’s colonies
the first time in Britain - marching and markets, the various European
behind the Red Flag. socialist parties were found
In 1848, there was revolutionwanting. When war ultimately
all over Europe. Meanwhile, broke out, most of these
imperialism was not sitting idle supposedly socialist parties
either. Britain and Russia fought aabandoned their previous positions
war in the Crimea for control of and joined inthe chorus of patriotic,
the Black Sea and Russia’sshouting, enthusiastically voting
lucrative trade in raw materials. war credits for their various
A few years later, and theimperialistgovernments.
capitalist North ofthe USAfought  Only two parties held out:
a major war with the comfortably Lenin’s Bolsheviks in Russia and
feudal South, because therelationgarl Liebknecht's Spartacus
of production in the slave-owning League in Germany. Lenin was so
South were holding back thedisgusted by the ideological '\\
economic development of thebetrayal by the leaders of the :
whole country. various social-democratic partiesStarting as a popular rebellion agalnst unjust and deplorable
Allaround the world, capitalism that he declared that in future hewvorking and living conditions, the Merthyr Tydfil rising of 1831
was entering its imperialist phasewould no longer identify himself in Wales quickly grew into an armed insurrection. The “rioters”
when the opportunities for as a social-democrat but insteathathed their flag in calf’s blood to create a symbol of common
investing profits at home were nowould be known as a Communistsuffering and of equality of humankind, to be raised together
longer sufficient, requiringsurplus  The Great War destroyed awith a loaf of bread. This was the first time the red flag of
capital to be sentabroad - exportedeneration and reached all parts afevolution was flown in Britain. It took a week for the forces of
- if it was to be invested. the globe. Popular opposition to ahe Crown to quell the rising.
The colonial possessions thatvar for markets manifested itself

By Rob Gowland, The
Guardian, weekly of the
Communist Party of Australia

war. The ruling class tried

compromise and lies, ditching the
Tsar and installing a capitalist
government, telling the people that
everything would be all right now

that they had “democracy”.

The Bolsheviks saw through
this ruse and the ruling class then
tried to crush them. Lenin had to
go into hiding. However, the
revolutionary process continued
to develop and by November
(Octoberinthe old calendar) Lenin
judged that it was now or never.
The Provisional Government, still
intent on fighting the war against
Germany, was arrested and the
workers took control of Petrograd.

The Revolution quickly spread
to other Russian cities and towns.
Unlike in Petrograd, where it had
been largely bloodless, the
revolution in Moscow was hard
fought and bloody.

The Revolution also spread
quickly to other countries. During
1918, it broke outin Germany and
Hungary. The Kaiser fled to
Holland, the emperor Franz Josef
was deposed. The German troops
occupying parts of Russia tied red
ribbons to their caps, slung their
rifles over their shoulders with the
barrels pointing to the ground and
began heading home. In Hungary,
the Communist Bela Kun
established the Republic of
Councils [i.e. Soviets], and in
France mutinies mushroomed.

Abadly frightened imperialism,
anxious to have loyal troops to
send against “the scourge of

see REVOLUTION, p. 11

the Great Powers had seized aNery early, in the famous - andy
over the “undeveloped” world in spontaneous - Christmas Truce
the previous 200 years nowLater it was seen in the frequen
assumed even greater importancenutinies among French troops o
as sources of raw materials for thehe Western Frontand the repeate
colonial powers’ industries and asdefeats in Australia of attempts tg

“The Jihadis Return”

Canada’s new war in context

markets for the products of thosdntroduce conscription.
industries. But only the Bolsheviks
However, Germany and seriously undertook to try to turn
Austria-Hungary were short of the war from an imperialist war
colonies while Britain and France,into a war againstimperialism. By
the two largest colonial empires,1917, the disasters that had befallen [September], 144 pages, no
were disinclined to share. In 1905the hapless armies of the Tsar and index, two maps. $US15
Japan attempted to establish ahis aristocratic generals, combined pb; $10 e-book. Review by
eastern empire by seizing part ofvith the timely and well-organised| Doug Meggison
Russia’s Siberian possessions. Theropaganda of the Reds had made What the
Tsar's government sent a largamass opposition to the war into 3
fleetfrom the Baltic and the Black tangible, even potent, force.
Sea half way round the world to  Soldiers’ committees were
engage the Japanese at Port Arthuspringing up every where; troops
lll-led and ill-equipped, the Tsar’s were deserting the front in droves
navy suffered a devastating defeatand heading either home to thei
Shock at the magnitude of thefarms or to Petrograd to demang
defeat and the loss of life sparkedhat something be done to end thg

The Jihadis Return: ISIS
and the new Sunni
uprising, by Patrick

establishing the

right
Patrick Cockburn, Middle Eastand Tampa, Florida.

correspondent for The
Independent [UK] does.

which “...

Sunni community in Iraq, and other words.
h the government's inability to
- gl combat a powerful
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Ca Trova Nuestra
z Friday, Nov. 28, 8 pm
‘La Pennia Nuestra'

Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouyves
06 Clark Drive (Clark and Georgria st)
10 Entry

the ground.”
Just after the book’s public-

rationalize war on Iraq Ill.

The information
Canadiansreceive is exemplifiedagain?
by Postmedia News columnist,

About Yancouwwer's "La Trova Nuestra’

La L rogs Muesinn k= I_I'|I'-|l-\.l'\-|l'l_| al 20 ndividual trevadores wihn aFlginare
Trormaciress Latin Arvies o andd now pesiibe i Yancouver, These Droyadopes
are the keepers of oo mastcal troddon wheh beaon wiekh plioneers of the
wermaoular snng La Trowva Kuesesra incorporvtes this trsditioninterplaying
maste and poetry AL s foundation ks the essence of @ pogsdar culture n
ferparel b daily exgeressiop.. aii eXpri=shon Witly o= dees witliin La
Hae Mesiicza crrxed roots) of Latin America - an expression ol the espio

stve chanpes within the continesst of Livt i famenica Lol Lay Trowa Muesiry

metres high at night.

i ||||||| | AROTINE s U hae CPcoie BT} WCUFL b FVIATT. o BALEAF .|!|l_| LTy On November 4

Violcws plecizhing T a Bt der wiorkl

commentaryCanadians prowl ] [O]n January 3, 2014 ISIE
Fallujah’s skiesstated, “Forcing moved into Fallujah and the
Islamic State out of western andgovernment proved unable fo
Cockburn, OR Books 2014 northwestern lIraq anolI re-recapture it.”

raqi S
government’s control there is the" t
announced goal of Canada and tha fight. Every derogatory story(|
coalition.” Savour that - Canadahad ever heard about the Irgqi
and the coalition. In fact, every bitarmy being a financial racket |n
wing of this is controlled by the US which commanders bought their
columnists do not tell or analyze,Central Command, run out of Qataiposts in order to grow rich gn

Fisher continues, “A spring turned outto be true. The ordingry
offensive that will combine soldiers may have run away [n

Cockburn has written a western air power and retrainedviosul, but not as quickly as thgir
splendid articulate short booklragiground forcesis anticipated.”"generals, who turned up |n
trace[s] the swift rise The six-month Canadian missiorcivilian clothes in Erbil,
of ISIS, the growing anger of thewill have to continue longer in Kurdish capital.”

d
The murderous aerial bombinglragi military, excluded by th¢
new campaign will not work to secure post-2003 governments, are pgrt
insurgency. In Syria | wanted toimperialist/USA objectives of ISIS now, Cockburn writes. |t
stress that the armed oppositiomecause 1SIS, as Cockburrs impossible to create new
was now dominated by Jihadianalyzes, is well dug in, well- “retrained Iraqi ground forces/’
movements while the moderatesfunded and well-motivated after
whom the West is seeking toits spectacular victories that havelt had become apparent over the
boost, have little influence ontaken place under the nose ofrrevious year that ISIS was riin
western governments and mediawith a chilling blend o
Besides, western objectives arédeological fanaticism an
ation, Harper's Canada joinedcompletely muddled. What of themilitary efficiency. Its campaig
the unholy coalition of bombersKurds and Kurdistan? Now theto take northern and western Irpq
who are haphazardly trying toUS is supporting Assad in Syria?was expertly planned, choosing
Malaki has been removed but carsoft targets and avoiding well
most a Shia government dominate Iraglefended positions, or, as IS|S

Cockburnwrites, “Inthe secondthrough the rocks.”
Matthew Fisher, a war mongerhalf of 2013 | started to write about
who nevertheless provides someéhe way in which jihadis were moving fastThe Jihadis Return
interesting information on taking over the Syrian armedwill not be outdated for a whilg,
Canada’s crusade in the bombin@pposition; at the same time therdut Cockburn’s latest views cqn
of ISIS targets from above 6,000was mounting evidence that ISISpbe found online in th&ondon

formerly al-Qa’ida in Irag, was Review of Booksand The
his rapidly increasing in strength. [ ...

Cockburn pungently observe
..onJune 10, Mosul fell withoy

kickbacks and embezzlemegnt

the

Significant battle hardeng

Patrick Cockburn concludep,

—

put it, moving “like a serpen

Events in the Middle East afe
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Mass protest s renewed in Quebec

PV Montreal Bureau

Labour, student and socialffgis
movements are trying to shake thé
earth again across Quebec, asma
protests have hit the street{
rejecting the new Couillard Liberal
provincial austerity agenda.

Tens of thousands of peoplg
came together on Halloween in==§
many cities and towns. The large Sl
demonstration was in Montreal

protesters. Dressed in colourfu
costumes, large numbers o
studentsfilled the streets. Studentf (
have often been in the front lines 1 j

of the movement and a total ofgcene from the Oct. 31 demonstration in Montreal
82,000 students also walked out

What's Left

Wirnipeg. M2

La Trova Nuestra, evening of
Latin American music,
admission $10, 8 pm, Friday,
Nov. 28, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive.

Revolution Banquet, Sat.,
November 29, 6 pm, annual
event sponsored by Centre for
Socialist Education, at Meridian
Hall, 4306 Victoria Drive (@
27th). Tickets $20 ($10 unem-
ployed), ph. 604-254-9836.

LeftFilm Night, 7 pm, Sunday,
Nov. 30, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive.
Next film Nov. 30. Ph. 604-255-

The condition of the working
class in Manitoba, dinner &
discussion at North End
Socialist Centre, Sat, Nov. 22,
5 pm, 387 Selkirk Ave. $10 or
pay what you can. RSVP
required; limited space. Info:
586-7824.

Stop the Cuts! Public student
assembly, Wed., November 26,
1-3 pm, 306 Tier, University of
Manitoba.

Toronto, ON

Outlook Magazine Fund-
raiser Brunch , Canada’s

of classes on a one-day strike. Common Front for the 2015 theleftparty Québec Solidaire, said041 for details.

The day of action was the latesnhegotiations. In the past, this unitedn a release. The cuts also will also
in a series of mobilizations thattactic of labour has been at thdayoff daycare workers, eliminate ji=slgle]ai{e]aMW-\=]
began this summer, after thecore major social mobilizations.proposedfundingandreduceaccem
provincial election, and was theAnd, since the late summer, &ao new spaces in the future. ations of Imper.ialism bublic
largest popular mobilization in coalition of municipal labour In many ways the cuts will meeting about imperialist war
Quebec since the student protest gfroups has formed to demand fre@articularly hit women who both in the Middle East, Monday
2012. Demonstrations havecollective bargaining about theirpredominate as workers in theNov 17, 7:30 pm R'oom UTC:
continued in dozens of cities intopensions, instead of the unilateratervice sectors, and will be07 'HI-iEd'monto'n 10647-81
November, with a mass rally oftheftof pensionfundsthe Liberalsespecially hurt by changes inAv’e Sponsored b)’/ Edmonton
over 10,000 workers and parentsire imposing through Bill 3. family social programmes, CIuB CPC
opposing rate increases forday care But Bill 3 is just one of several increasing inequality. :
the following weekend in Montreal. pieces to the austerity agenda Adding up to $3.2 billion, the

“The government justifies its imposed by the Couillard Liberals. cuts have also attacked health cargs
fiscal policy by citing the interests ~ Quebec’s universalrate of $7.3%he community clinics (CLSC I 1 5 d dI' 15
of future generations but now it isper day child care - by far the mossystem), as well as other publid Peop e SVOICe ea Ine.
destroying the social safety netaffordable in Canada - will be services and social programmesg
from which these generationsreplaced by anincome-based pricand will privatize Quebec’s public
could benefit,” said Veronique model. While the rate increase idiquor stores. Thisis all being dong
Laflamme, co-spokesperson forsaid to touch less than half of theunderthe Liberal’s mantra of “Zero
the Coalition Main Rouge (the province’s families who are the Deficit.”

“Red Hand” coalition) which wealthiest, critics say there is no Behind the slogan, what is
called the Halloween action. need to create a two-tier systembecoming clear is the Couillard

The Coalition has beenNor do they believe the Liberal's agenda: destruction of
organizing broad opposition togovernment promise that it won'tthe principle of universality in the
cutbacks, privatizations, and othequickly re-adjust the user-payQuebec social welfare system.
attacks onworkers atthe provincialevels to affect everyone, nowthat Speaking to People’s Voice,
and municipal level. Tﬁe threethis fee has been introduced.  Pierre Fontaine, leader of the PartL ETTE RS. .. from page 4
main trade union centrals - Quebec’s daycare programmeCommuniste du Quebec, said that . i _
including over 100 firefighters - is well-known for increasing the Liberal attack has seriougations Charter (for peace). It's pasttime to abandon the Culture of War
all participated on October 31st. women’s participation in the implications not just for Quebec, and to embrace the Culture of Peace.

The Red Hand Coalition workforce (to the point that thesebut the whole of Canada. “The
includes over 80 labour, studentnewwomenworkers pay sufficientRed Hand coalition is calling for a
and community organizations. Itincreased tax revenue to fully funddifferent direction, at the centre of
together some years before théhe programme) as well aswhichis progressive taxation-an
Quebec Spring of 2012, and helpedenefiting poor children, andespecially increasing corporate
link that fight for access to helping single parents especiallytaxes - and have long made similar
educationwiththe Charest-Liberal “Today the increase affectsproposals.”
austerity agenda. families earning $75,000 a year, More action is planned for the REVOLUTION ... from page 10

Public sector unions in Quebedut who will it effect next year?” winter, and the students havegg|shevism”, moved abruptly to stop the world war. A hasty armistice
have also agreed to form a new-rancoise David, spokespersonfotaunched the  website \yas agreed to so that troops could be freed to crush the revolutions in

Printemps2015.0rg. Labour isyyngary, Germany and Russia. All three were invaded, but Russia -
planning continued work-place hg|ped by its sheer size - was able to hold out and eventually defeat the
actions and disruptions into|piervention.

December. Clarté, the newspaper gyt it was already too late for imperialism. The genie of revolution
of the Parti Communiste du Quebecy 55 out of the bottle. The power of the people had been demonstrated
will cover these actions in a NewWas never before. Soon, a new society was being successfully tried out.
winter issue exposing the class |mperialism has ever since been trying to convince us that socialism
danger ofthe attack on universality gajled. It did not. The fact that the Revolution succeeded and Socialism

“Akey questionis how the trade g ,cceeded is why imperialism is at such pains to convince the world’s
union movementwillrespond, andpeople that both failed.
in our view their initial steps are For the imperialists know that socialism is the futere.
very much the right direction -
there needs to be much more
mobilization and united action,”
Fontaine said. “There is no doub
that austerity, as the protesters sa
on Oct 31st, is truly a horror story|
- a social emergency.”

At the end of the Oct 31 rally,
protesters chanted outside the prival
Club sélect 357c, exposed as th
base for an old-boys network linking
provincial and civic politicians with
big investors and the Mafia - and

benefiting from P3 privatization. o ) _ _
While the route was published in| Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write

newspapers, the demonstration wgsto President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Five:

declared illegal by the polic&he | g_mjil: president@whitehouse.gov

organizers, refusing to respect the o, the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

P6 bylaw, did not report this| ppone 1.202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461
information directly to the police. | Tejegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,

But no dispersal was ordered, the ' 1600 pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA
police simply followed the river of ) .
protestors in the streets and diT For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or

nothing moree www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

Progressive Jewish magazine
celebrates 51st year of
publishing, Sunday, Nov. 30,
11am, Winchevsky Centre, 585
Cranbrooke Ave. Judy Rebick
and Rick Salutin will discuss
“The Future of the Progressive
Media”. Reservations required,
call Bea Levis (416-767-8296)
or Barbara Blaser (416-398-
3405). Tickets $25 if reserved
before Nov. 23, $30 at door.

December 1-31 issue: Thursday, Nov. 20
January 1-31 issue: Thursday, Jan. 8

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

Roy L. Piepenburg, World Citizen - Free Spirit, Edmonton, AB
Hon. Senator, Indian (indigenous) Association of Alberta, June, 1986
ecipient of the VANA (Veterans Against Nuclear Arms) Peace Award,

r'_

Vancouver's
Annual
Revolution
Banquet

Saturday, Nov. 29

6 pm, Meridian Hall
4306 Victoria Drive (at 27th)

Great food, music and speakers

Celebrate the Great October Socialist
Revolution and the UN International Day
of Solidarity with Palestine

The Fifth of the Month to Free ALL the Five

Sponsored by the Centre for Socialist Education
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver

Tickets $20 (or $10 unemployed)
For information, ph. 604-254-9836.
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Attacks on young communist

S.
examples of growing fascist threat

President Maduro. that these were not isolated
The attack on the JCV officesincidents, “but a clearly orches-|;.]
were accompanied by moretrated campaign, with the goal off*
disturbing events in Europe, alsantimidating and threatening the
In late October, the World taking place this October. Severalives” of their members. In contras
Federation of Democratic Youth,activists of the League ofto the state’s response to th@®
aglobal anti-imperialistfederationCommunist Yugoslav Youth violence in Venezuela, the SKO
of youth organizations founded(SKOJ) and the New Communisthas had to demand that police stop=
afterthe fascist defeatin Europe irParty of Yugoslavia (NKPJ) were being complicitin fascist violence: | =+
1945, issued two statementgphysically assaulted in Belgrade‘What is worrying, immoral and
condemning fascist violence inand Novi Sad. hypocritical is that members of
both Venezuela and Yugoslavia. One of the targets wasneo-fascist organizations arg
These attacks had occurred in th@leksander Djenic, the Generaltreated by authorities as victims.’
preceding weeks. Secretary of SKOJ,who hasplayed The WFDY called for action
In the early morning hours of againstthe violence and expressgd
October 21stin Caracas, members “solidarity with SKOJ and to the
of the Communist Youth of H comrade Aleksandar Djenic, andss
Venezuela (JCV) were finishing OW We [WFDY] also supports I\JIKPJ and__ . . .
their work at their central offices. o SKOJ in their demand for the The JVC Caracas office after the October 21 fire-bombing.
Several firebombs were launched see ’t“. dismissal of the charges againsattacked the crowd. Action WFDY's international solidarity
atthe building and a fire was started comrade Aleksandar Djenic...TheFrancaise, is an old organizatiorcampaign. It is not a coincidence
in their meeting room. Fortunately World Federation of Democratic known forits monarchistand ultra-that Ukraine and the Czech
no comrades were injured in thean important role in studentYouthcondemnsallthe aggressiveight, racist, xenophobic andRepublic are two countries in
attack and the fire wasprotests against the Europeamttacks of clerical ultra right- religious positions. One of theirEastern Europe that have a
extinguished. Union’s “Bolognareforms”, which wingers against NKPJ and SKOXlogans during the attack wagelatively strong communist
The JCV Executive Committeehave attacked their educatioomembers, and understands thattHelown with the republic” and in movement, and as such were
released a statement contextsystem. Two members of the neoattacks have to do with ideological1934, while admirers of Hitler and targeted.
ualizing the attack against themfascist group “Serb Action” and political beliefs.” Mussolini, they tried to reinstate  The rise of European fascism
“This deed occurs within the attacked Djenic in Belgrade. The In addition to the events inthe monarchy. and the imperialist backed violence
framework of violence imposed police arrived almostimmediately Serbia, on October 23rd, comrades Since the election of Francoisin Latin America are not
by fascism since February of thisand promptly arrested Djenic forfrom the Young Communist Hollande, France has witnessedlisconnected. These events even
year carried out by mercenarieshis actions in self-defence. Movement of France (MJCF)werean increase in the ultra-right'shave an expression right here in
and paramilitaries serving the On October 11th, afascist gangalso the victims of an attack by aractivity. The Social Democratic Canada. The Young Communist
extreme, pro-imperialist right.” attacked students at the Faculty ofiltra-right group in the city of Aix- government of Hollande haslLeague of Canada at its Central
Thisreferences an upsurge in rightPhilosophy in Novi Sad, including En-Provence, near Marseille. Thémposed harsh austerity measure€ommittee meeting this July, made
wing protests that took place froma SKOJ activist. Simultaneously,young communists  were thateventhe traditional right wouldnote of the global right’s drive to
February through June, which lecelsewhere in Novi Sad, anothemrganizing a film night when have trouble enacting. With therejuvenate anti-communism as a
to the deaths of 43 people. MosSKQJ activist was attacked. approximately 15 individuals from failure of Social Democracy to actweapon to be used in the context
recently, Robert Serra, the The NKPJ and the SKOJthe ultra-right group “Action with the people resisting theof the current economic and
youngest parliamentarian electedesponded with a statement sayinfrancaise” entered and physicallyausterity assault of the French anénvironmental crises of capitalism.
in Venezuelan history, and a EU capitalists, the road is pavedThe violence and rhetoric aimed
member of Venezuela/s Socialis| for the ultra-right to spread itsat communist and progressive
Party (PSUV), was murdered with toxic message, depicting allforces“aimsto reinforce the myth
Colombian paramilitaries being political parties as the samethat “there is no alternative’ to
implicated. promoting xenophobia, violence,capitalism.” Referencing Prime
The World Federation of anti-communism and anti- Minister Harper’s anti-communist
Democratic Youth (WFDY) con- unionism. But fascism, behind itstirade at a fundraiser dinner for a
demned the “terrorist and fascis populist rhetoric, plays the role of‘monument to the victims of
attack against JCV at the sam supporting the capitalist systemcommunism”in May of this year,
time that it calls for international by shifting the burden of the crisisthe YCL-LJC wrote: “far from
solidarity with the people of | onto the shoulders of the workingbeing pro-democratic, anti-
Venezuela”. The Communist Pal people by force, while eliminating communism s also a smoke screen
of Venezuela and the President o democratic rights. used to create the political
Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro, bot Fascism is even betterconditions for accelerating Tory
immediately condemned the established in Eastern Europeattacks on the trade union
attack. Maduro called on all especially in countries wheremovement and democratic rights
political forces of Venezuela to counterrevolutionary forces wonand freedoms in Canada.”

By Drew Garvie, General
Secretary, YCL-LJC of
Canada

join him and offer solidarity. The
objective of these attacks, “was ta
bring our country into an
atmosphere of confrontations andleksander Djenic, Secretary of the SKQOJ, is facing criminal
hatred that leads to chaos”, sai¢harges for defending himself from a fascist attack
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victories in the 1990s, such asin Harper’'s appeals to anti-
the case mentioned above ircommunism,andinthe pastcouple
Serbia. In many of these countriespf weeks against “homegrown
attacks on the communist meve terrorism”, notonly opens the door
ment have even been led by théo more surveillance and repres-
government. Hungary, Lithuania,sion from the state, it also gives
and Moldova have all banned orfascist groups more room to
attempted to ban Communistmanoeuvre. As the Tory
symbols such as the hammer angovernment promotes Islamo-
sickle or the red star in recentphobia, xenophobia and fear
years. The most recent case is theongering against “eco-terrorists”,
attempted ban on the Communistmulti-issue extremists” and
Party of Ukraine by the extreme“Communists”, the ultra-right
nationalist, NATO backed, coup benefits. Here in Canada we need
government in that country. Weto keep a close eye on anti-
should also remember the ban ogommunism and fascism abroad,
the KSM, the Communist youth stand in solidarity with those
of the Czech Republic in 2006resisting around the world, and
which was defeated by popularmake sure fascism is unable to
mobilization, including the consolidate hera
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