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Farmers rally in Winnipeg against the federal government's attack on the Wheat Board.

INSIDE

Occupy tragedy 6 Taking liberties

A young woman has died of a . One of Canada's most
drug overdose at the Occupy Canada FIrSt? prominent defenders of civil

Vancouver campsite. Is this TheTory government's so-called rights and liberties exposes the
tragedy the fault of the Occupy "Canada First Defence Strategy" chilling reality behind the so-

movement, or does it reflect prioritizes profits for war-makers, not called "anti-terrorist national
much deeper social problems? the interests of working people. security" political ageral
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Act now to save the Wheat Board!

Manitoba Committee thatsupp(_)rts either allegation. Thdevels and millions of peop!e areexperts d_e_clared that continuingnake e_nd_s meet, many ina union
Communist Party of ' CWB, which works for large and expected to die of starvation intoforce m|II|onsQfsmz_il_lerfarmerSJob.Whlle |'g|struethattrade union
Canada. October 28. 2011 small farmers, has unchallengedfricaalone. The Canad|anWheabfftheIand and into citiesis short-members in Canada are getting
’ ' research that it provides a neBoard acts as a brake on the cartesighted and a danger to the worlablder compared to the general
We don't want to wake up after benefit of $500 million per year like actions of these grain giants.food supply. public, it is short sighted to be
four years of Harper Conservativecompared to the “open market.” So why is the Harper We cannotletHarper crush thefocused only on economic issues
rule and not recognize the Canada Withoutthe CWB, the earnings government giving even more todemocratic farmers’ movementinof self-interest. An injury to one is
we now have. More than 60,0000f smaller family farms willbe more these corporations who alreadyWestern Canada. They are needegh injury to all!
Western Canadian farmers andrulnerable to the monopoly dominate the global grain market#o help block the monumentalgreed We need to act now to create
their Wheat Board are under thepractices of grain corporationsHe hates telling his friends in ofthe Harper Conservatives, whichthe kind of popular alliance that

most serious attack in history. whose only motive is profit. Washington their corporationsthreatens both us and the starvingvill  block the Harper
Unless the labour movementThousands of family farms will be can’t control our grain industry. millions abroad. Conservatives. First they are
comes out strongly to support thawiped out. Second, the democratic farmers’ If it is to play a positive role in coming forthe CWB, then they will

family farm now, then it will not ~ FALSE: “The people of movement in Western Canadabuilding abetter Canada, the tradgo for the CBC, then medicare. The
have the allies it needs to defeaCanada have spoken and theyoffers hope tothe starving millions.union movement needs to have éabour movement cannot afford to

the Conservativesin 2015. ltwillbewant to get rid of the CWB. Finally and mostimportantly for broad and liberating vision for theremain silent.
ahugetasktobuild abroadalliance Aweek before the May 2 federalHarper, the farmers’ movementrest of society and not keep quiet We cannot lose this
of popular movements. election, Conservative agricultureoffers hope that people in Westerrwhen the country is being rippedmonumental opportunity to make

Organizing outside parliamentminister Gerry Ritz said he would Canada can curb Harper's unlimitechpart. It needs to support theafirm alliance with the farmers of
is the only strategy that works,respecta CWB farmers’ vote abougreed. So Harper wants to wipedemocratic rights of other groupsCanada, an alliance that will work
swelling the progressive vote andhe future of the Canadian Wheathem out. These are people Laboun society, such as farmers whdo protect other valuable advances
nudging politicians to put peopleBoard. We know now that was ashould get to know. want to keep the CWB. made by workers such as medicare,
before profit. For example, thefalse statement, although it was In a 2008 global study, more Farmers are working people,pensions and collective bargaining
Canadian Labour Congress wasvidely reported in Western than 1,000 agrarian scientists andlso. Many work off their farms to rights. @
part of the massive 1988 campaigiCanadian farm newspapers.

by the Pro-Canada Network to Acl jority of both wheat [ &) = i W =y o )
y clear majority of both whea '.'-.i_ g Ay -8 m ‘;ﬁli ' : _,|
Bl g 1 e Ao

free trade proposal. The CLCCanada voted in support of the
targeted 50 incumbent PCCWB’s single-desk selling
candidates for defeat. mandate in a referendum this
We have to start now to build anAugust. More than 60 per cent o
even stronger popular coalition tharvoters opposed the Conservativ
in1988. The alliance needstoembradearty in the last election which was
farmers, Aboriginal peoples, thethe only elected party that wanted
peace movement, youth ando get rid of the CWB.
students, women and anti-poverty FALSE: “Losing the Wheat
groups - all popular groups workingBoard won’t matter, especially to
for democratic rights. people in cities, and most farms
Going back further in history, it are big corporations anyway.”
was the dream of the Conservative The CWB markets from $5-8.5
Party to colonize Western Canaddillion a year in wheat and barley,
with farmers after cleansing the landtis the largest farmer-run marketing
of its original owners. It was the board in Canada and perhaps t
farmers and railway workers whoworld. The majority of farms in
brought Canada together as we&anada are stillfamily farms, unde
know ittoday, not military exploits constant pressure from bot
in 1812 or the First World War.  monopoly suppliers and marketers
The farmers and workers ofexcept where protected b
Western Canada have always beemarketing boards.
looked at as a source of profit for FALSE AND INHUMAN:
the industrialists in Ontario who “Larger farms and putting the
backed the Conservative’'sglobal graintrade into the hands
National Dream. Today, Harperisof the giant grain corporations
acting for the giant U.S. grainwill end global hunger.”
corporations, not the Ontario Famineisspreadingthroughthe
industrialists. world. In 2008, the giant grain ®
FALSE: Without the Cana- corporations were responsible for N F U t b k CWB
dian Wheat Board, farmers will the record cereal grain prices that Cam pa I gn O ac
make more money and the foodsparked food riots in at least 26
industry willemploy more people countries. They made a combined The National Farmers Union agriculture into turmoil and would communities, short line railroads
in Canada profit of $266 billionthatyear. ~ (NFU) has launched an transfer wealth created byand the whole of Canada through
There is absolutely no research Now, prices are again at recorcemergency on-line petition toCanadian farmers to big privatejts superior marketing ability,
support Canadian food, often foreign-owned grain capacity to defend Canadian

', T
defeatthe Mulroney government'sand barley farmers in Wester e -
Fl. =,

Farmers rally in Winnipeg to defend the Wheat Board.

( 1 Canadian farmers and thecompanies instead of beinginterestsintrade disputes, and the
Celebrate 90 years of the Canadian Wheat Board. Readergeturned to farmers and spent ifact that it retl#rns all net proceeds
I T can sign on to the following their ~communities.  The from sales to farmers.
CommunISt Party In Canada statemgnt at www.nfu.ca. ? Minneapolis Grain Exchange has® Are proud of the strong
. The Canadian Wheat Boardalready changed its rules to allowinternational reputation for quality
The (CWB)is under attack by the federafor speculation in futures contractsand reliability that Canadian wheat
Communist government. Agriculture Minister for Canadian wheat and barleyand barley have, which is a direct
Gerry Ritz has stated repeatedlyvhichwillresultinincreasing price result of the CWB and its
I?arty has be.en that he will notrecognize the resultsvolatility for purchasers without companion institutions, Canadian
interwined with ofthe voluntary plebiscite recently providing any benefit to farmers. International Grains Institute and

the struggles of conducted by the CWB in which Canada’s political system isthe Canadian Grain Commission.
labour and the results were clearly in favour of builton representative democracy* Deplore the federal government’s
keeping the CWB as the sole selling his means that the law, notmerelystated intention to deny the

people’s agent for prairie wheat and barleythe person in power, is to beoutcome of the recent voluntary

movements intended for human consumptionrespected and followed. The CWBplebiscite where 62% of farmers

since 1921. Instead he plans to introduceAct is a law made by Parliament,voted in favour of keeping the
legislationto end the CWB'’s singleand it contains a clause thasingle desk for wheat and 51%

desk authority in the fall session ofrequires a farmer vote supported keeping it for barley.

Saturday, December 3 Parliament. before any substantive changel:fs dWeltherefore call upog_ th(le
P The CWBwas created by an Actare made to the single desKederalgovernmenttoimmediately
Ukrainian Labour T emple of Parliament, and is run gy a 15-authority. Our current governmentstop undermining the single desk

591 Pritchard Ave., Winnipeg member Board of Directors, ten ofhas stated it is ready to eliminateauthority of the CWB. If any
whom are elected by farmers. Théhis requirement, or perhapsrepeathanges to the Board are

i - itice-Hi - CWB provides fair, equitable, the whole Act, in order to avoid contemplated, we insist that the

. Dinner-Politics HIStOI‘y CUIt.ure reliablepand cost-effecti\?e servicesuch a vote. This is deeplyfederal government comply with
With speaker CPC leader Miguel Figueroa to farmers. The existence of theconcerning, asitstrikes atthe heatthe Canadian Wheat Board Act
. CWB provides stability in uncertain of our Canadian democracy. Section 47.1 which requires a

Get your tickets now times, and is a foundation of We the undersigned: binding plebiscite (vote) of farmers
$50* waged; $15 unemployed/students Canada’s grain sector. * Recognize the billions of dollars before any substantive change to

Ending the single desk authorityof economic value that the CWBits single desk authority is

Call 586-7824  *includes $28.13 tax credit of the CWB would throw western annually creates for farmers, ruraimplementeds
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USW 1005 signs three-year contract

A year ago, members of Localthought it could get away with is the only way forward in the is, and the dangers Canadafacesthe concerted attacks which are

1005 USW inHamiltonwere locked dictating whatever it wanted. It future as well.
out by U.S. Steel. On October 15found out it could not. There is

foreign hands. Far from this fightbeing escalated against unions are
“You can see howthe Companybeing to no avail, it will stand us in just the tip of the iceberg of what

the local ratified a three-yearnothingvirtual aboutthe differencetried to break its promises undemgood stead to deal with the seriouies ahead. Even as workers
collective agreement. With 612 ofbetween now and eleven monthshe Investment Canada Act withchallenges facing us goingthought they would be enjoying

733 eligible voters casting a ballot,ago. It is only when a union takesmpunity and that it thinks that forward...
61% were in favour, and 39%a militant stand in defence of thethere is one law for them, the law of
opposed.

their retirement in security or

“Didwe break new ground? Yes,providing for their families with
rights of its members and its owngetting away with whatever servescertainly. In a very practical mannersecurity, we now have a better idea

The union agrees that nobodyrole as their bargaining agentintheéheir momentary interests, andwe understood that we have tof the fight this country faces.
was pleased with the contractcontext of defending the rights ofanother law for the rest of us, whdfight all over again to establish aWorkers across the country have
which contains two major all,thatitbecomes clearhow matterdose our houses if we don’t pay ourregime which favours those whoto join forcesin avery realway like

concessions U.S. Steel would noteally stand. Everyone saw what itmortgages.

work and create the wealth Canadave did in this fight. We have broken

budge on: indexing on pensionstakes to defend what belongstous “Because the workers foughtdepends on for its well-being. Thenew ground by defining our fight.
and removal of the defined benefitoy right. In the case of thethey were able to show the entirenew regime of labour relations theNow we have to carry it forward.

plan for new hires.

Company, everyone saw what ittommunity how cynical and self- Government of Canada wants torogether we worked out whatwas

Local 1005 President Rolf means to defend the most narrovgerving a company like U.S. Steeimpose on the entire country, ando be done and what could be

Gerstenberger rejected the view ofelf-serving money-grubbing
the Hamilton Spectatqr which interests of a few big shots. The
claimsthatthisis virtually the samesaw how dangerous it is to pu
contract which was rejected inCanada in foreign hands and wq
November 2010. got an inkling of the fight which !
“Despite the setback, there islies ahead to hold not only thesq..
no reason to be disheartened,tompanies like U.S. Steel to
Gerstenbergertold aunion bulletinaccount but also governments. |-
“The Spectatorand some side- “Asaresult of the militant stand [
line commentators who nevertaken by the active and retired
believed in the fight in the first members of Local 1005 and th
place are the ones saying that whatommunity, everyone is now fully

.....

virtually the same as it offeredits word means nothing. i
eleven months ago. Thisis simply “Right from the beginning we
not true, but their aim in making said our security liesin the fight for
these meaningless evaluations ithe rights of all. Thiswhole process
to say that we should not havehastaughtall of us the necessity t
resisted, we should not havestandtogether. We notonly uphelq
organized to get another outcomeour dignity which the companyE
“As recently as a couple of sought to trample underfoot, butThe people of Hamilton showed consistent solidarity with USW

achieved at this time. We have to
donolessinthe future aswell. And
we will become better at it. The
refusal of U.S. Steel to publicly
committo making the pension fund
solvent and its constant repetition
of adecontextualized interpretation
of the law which tries to distort its
intent tells us something about the
fight facing us going forward. We
willmake sureitis heldtoaccount.”
Gerstenberger thanked the
community for its support of Local
1005 during the lockout, especially
the workers’ families and
pensioners, the many union locals
and businesses, city councillors,
the Mayor and others. “We will
continue to stand with all the
pensioners who deserved better.
We will continue to fight for a

weeks ago, the Company stillwe understood first hand that thig_ocal 1005. (PV file photo by Ed Bil) strong union,” he concluded.

Tory dictators steamroll over CWB

Commentary by Joyce Should Harper, Ritz & Anderson Agriculture Gerry Ritz. sends. aexport sales. o spending $1.10 million US on a
Neufeld.Waldeck. SK be successful, we could see theecretlettertothe CWBinstructing “In fact, the cost of winding up canola crushing plantto be located
’ ’ firing of our democratically elected the CWB to remove about one-the CWB could cost taxpayersin Washington State, USA. After
Prime Minister Harperintendsto CWB Board of Directors within third of the farmer-voters from the many more millions - in severanceall, the CWB has nothing to do
steamroller his elimination of the weeks, only to be replaced by fivevoters' list. to employees, legal costs, etc. Allwith canola, so why is a Canadian
Canadian Wheat Board (CWB)governmentstoogeswho obeythe 3. August 2008: Ritz changesthis to get rid of a profitable enter-company running to the US to
through Parliament. He intends taMinister of Agriculture and have the CWB regulations and removesrise that wasn't costing taxpayersuild a processing plantwhen there
avoid Agriculture Committee no obligation to actin the intereststhe spending limits on third partya nickel” (Bruce Johnstone,is so much Canadian-grown
Hearings and fast track Bill C-18of farmers, but will instead act ininterveners during the electionLeader-PostOct22,2011). canola?
through the unusual use of a Legisthe interest of five large corporateperiod. Harper, Ritz & Anderson are Then we have Larry Martin,
lative Committee hearing processGrain Traders and two Railways. 4. September 2008: Ritz sends anaking a complete mockery ofGeorge Morris Centre, saying
Thiswillrestrict Parliament'sright 1. July 2008: Stephen Harperetter and ballot application to Canadian Democracy in their“Wheat, durum and barley pro-
to examine thidegislation and to vows to “walk over” CWB farmers/ranchers in westernheadlong goal to hand the wholecessing sector has been restrained
hear from those most affected - thesupporters. Canada encouraging non-permigrain industry over to their by the single desk, which forces
farmers of Western Canada. 2. July 23, 2008: Minister of book holdersto vote. The applica-corporate grain trading friends andprocessors to pay more for board

tion will not work for farmers who railways atthe expense of farmersgrain than if they bought the crops
NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

hold a CWB permit book buthave The Grain Growers of Canada, alirectly from farmers”(Western
People's Voice Niagara Bureau

beenremoved from the voters listgroup which claims to representProducer Oct. 13.) Is that bad -
5. September/October 2008: Thenore farmersthan there are in all ofthat the farmers get more for their

ballot application posted on thewestern Canada, isfond of claimingproduct through the CWB?

* Welland food banks report that they are getting 200-400 morglection Coordinator’s website will thatwithoutthe CWB value adding  The Harper Government has

people per month, 30% of them children, than they were designdd f ot work for farmer permit book of grains will increase. It is also abeen extolling their role in the
It's expected to gét worse this winter as,EI runs out for those laid O(;gders who want to get back onfavourite of Gerry Ritz. removal of a dictator from Libya,

from profitable plants allowed to shut down and move equipmertoﬂi e voters’ list. . Perhaps Ritz C(_)uld explain_thewhi_le at the same time_z practisi_ng
of Canada, because of a lack of anti-plant-closing legislation WitE 6. November 2008: Severalfact that a major Canadla.nthelr own bran_d of dictatorship
enforcement. onservative MPs directly company, Legumex Walker Inc.ishere on Canadian farmess.

* An educational concert remembering the Underground Railrpagontravened the Code of Ethics for
“human smugglers” of the 19th century who went through Niagar!PS by sending campaign-style

and ledin part by St. Catharines’ Harriet Tubman, is being perfofm aftftersdirectlytofarmersfromtheir PSAC calls to save Wheat Board

in Welland. Stephen Harper wants to criminalize the “hu ices in Ottawa. _ . . . . .
smugglers” of togay’s undgrground railroad. 7. October 7, 2011 - Regina: The Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) has joined with the

* The supervisor appointed by the Ontario government to take Ové—Larper said “This is a historic Council of Canadians and others to file for intervener status in a lawsuit
Niagara-region local hospitals has said he won't undo any of tHe ré&t ange thathas beenlong overduseeking to prevent the closure of the Canadian Wheat Board.
structuring decisions such as selling off public hospital sites. gdt's time for the Wheat Board_anq The_Conser\_/atlve government's B!II C-18 would end the CWB’s
Niagara Falls City Council and Port Colborne’s Mayor are joirfin thers who ha\_/e been st_andlng_lrautho.nty as a single desk §eller o.f grain. It_W(_)uId also compromise the
activists in pressuring the supervisor to re-open local emer e way to realize that this train iseffectiveness ofthe Canadian Grain Commission and eliminate hundreds
rooms and review the re-structuring plan. Meanwhile a coroner arrelling down a Prairie t_rack. of grain inspector jobs held by membe_rs of PSAC's Ag_nculture Union.
inquest has started into the death of a teenager whowas ina.c rcr}(igﬁ're much betterto geton |tthar_1 PSAC members who are experts in grain inspection, storage gand
shortly after local emergency room closures, and had to be d ivdf lie on the tracks because this ishipment warn that Canada’s reputation for producing and exporting
over half-an-hour to a different facility. going ahead” gram_of the hlghest quality will suffer irreparable damage as a result of
* The District School Board of Niagara is looking at mergin More recently, Harper hasthe dissolution of the Wheat Board. o ,
closing local schools because of lower enrolment, inste (gommltted millions of_Taxpayers _Ourmembers knowthat BillC-18 threatens the integrity ofCanada S
decreasing class sizes. ollarsto shore up grain shlp.mentgraln_supply,_” says Bob Kingston, President of the Agriculture Union.
* A local video game company touted as the next “GM” for hethrough the Port of Churchill for “By dismantling the Canadian Wheat Board, the Harper government is
region’s “new” economy received $4 million in federal loans ndhe nextfouryears ($5 m|II|on) _andushenng in mqltmaﬂona! agrlculltura.ll corporations thgt Wl!l dqmmate
another $4 million in provincial grants. Silicon Knights was highlighted™°re o_verthree years ($4 m|II|on)Canad!an grain prodl_Jcnon. This will hav_e negative implications for
by St. Catharines Tory MP Rick Dykstra as an example of deliv ring” maintenance - a cost that wastangd|an fopd security and food sovereignty.” _ _
for the riding. Now the firm is laying off 45 of its 75 workers, just like reviously covered by the present  Bill C-18will also affect 100 employees of the Canadian Food Inspection
the “old” economy. Only last year, the company president had safdB system for as little as 8 centsAgency, due to the reduced number of grain Ioad_s requiring inspection.
the funding would have a “profound and long-lasting” effect. per bushel by the farmer. 95% ofSeveral hundred employees ofthe Canadian Grain Commission, the Port
Churchill business is due to CWBof Churchill and in the broader shipping industry will also be ateisk.
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EDIT ORIALS

Vote COPE/Vision in V ancouver

Three years ago, Gregor Robertson’s Vision Vancouver s
eight of eleven City Council positions, and a majority on Schoo
Board with their COPE allies. We welcomed this decisive rejeqdtior
of the NPA's anti-working class, pro-business policies - and npte
that this victory would be tested by differences between Visipn’s
centrist approach and COPE's left policies at City Hall. r

Nothing since 2008 has fundamentally changed this picure
COPE has regained part of its historic labour support which|ha
temporarily swung to Vision, and Mayor Robertson has lost spm
of his shine. COPE and Vision have cooperated on importantigsu
(environmental initiatives, Insite, street homelessness), whil
disagreeing on others (the tax shift from business to homeower:
Popular pressure compelled Vision to move on casino expansign a
civil liberties during the Olympics. Atthe School Board level, Visfon
and COPE trustees have been united to defend public edug¢ati
against the Liberal government’s attacks.

This fall, the NPA is raising millions of dollars from forestry aEd
mining corporations. The Harper Tories back the NPA'’s vicipus
strategy, hoping to turn Vancouver City Hall into a new outposj fol
their far-right ideology.

There are plenty of names and parties on the ballot in Vancopve
and Vision’s shortcomings include its links with developers. Bujthe
real enemy is the NPA-corporate machine, which can only be defgated
by one combination of candidates: the Vision/COPE electoral allipnce
backed by the labour movement. Attempts to divide the centre arjd left
forces can only play into the hands of the NPA, with disastrous rdsults
for working people. On November 19, we urge Vancouver votefs
back the entire Vision/COPE slate, which offers the best chandes|to
fight for positive change over the next three years.

Lettere to the Editor

Crime & punishment, by PM Harper A letter from material The activists refused, because the

. . - free communication with outsidewaiver states that they came to
For apoliticianwho claims to speak the hard truth, Stephen H rpte” 9. block 59 world - i.e. regular phone calls  Israel voluntarily and entered the
pIaysfa"st.ar.\dIooseW|ththefacts._H!sgovernment'sso-ca!led‘ afe = ! _ ! - information about shipmate countryillegally, statements which
Streets” billis a_lwork of complete fiction based on neo-conideo OgGlVOﬂ PflSOn women held at same prison are patently untrue. According to
rather than science. . o - We add one Tahrir-specific Israeli law, those who refuse to
_Groups such as the Canadian Bar Association and the [Civil 5, Noy. 4, the Saoirsedemand: thatlsraelistate recognizeign the waiver are detained for 72
Liberties Association present an understanding of crime |aniiejand)and Tahrir (Canada), the professional status ofhours and then brought before an
punishment in the real world, notin the fevered imaginations offafhe first two vessels in theDemocracy Now journalist Jihanimmigration judge, who will
right politicians. The facts are undeniable. Crime rates have beefeedom Waves” campaign to Hafiz in accordance with her rubberstamp the deportation order.
falling for years, not rising; this is no consolation for victims, putping material solidarity and to credentials from the US  Organizersofthe Canadian Boat
basing public policy on headlines leads to disaster. Similarly, jallingjafy the siege of Gaza weregovernment.  All political to Gaza are demanding Foreign
people for minor offences doesn’t work. Even the average Tory Mipiercepted by Israeli military incarceration is unjust but let meAffairs Minister John Baird step
should grasp that prisoninmates oftenlearn crime tips from each pthgs s in international waters. Thestress that in duration anddown for failing to do his job.

Bill C-10 will jail tens of thousands for “crimes” as ridiculous BS g jigarity activists and crew conditions, our situation pales in  “Our friends have been
growing a handful of marijuana plants. The provinces will beall thghempers were arrested and takesomparison to the plight of assaulted, tasered, beaten,
multi-billion dollar burden of this policy, leading to more social chts g prison in Israel. thousands of Palestinian politicakidnapped, robbed, and
and/or hlghe_rtaxes on working people. . _ David Heap, one of the prisonersandtothe openairprisoimprisoned and we have now

Add to this the plans for warrantless electronic spyingl Oncanadians aboard the Tahrir, of Gaza. learned that the Department
Canadians, and $500 billion on military spending over the nex{twiang.wrote the following letter,  If you have energy to devote toForeign Affairs s telling them they
decades, and a clear pattern emerges. Right-wing politicians e ngp ,ght out by some who weresolidarity actions in the coming have to pay for their deportation

eliminating the state, they are removing universal social proglamgeased. days, please concentrate on thenflight,” said Wendy Goldsmith,
anq redlst_rlbutlve spendlng, in favour of a massive blnge_o the We must get Tahrir back and hopan organizer with the Canadian
police, prisons, spies, and weapons. When the Harperitep afgq; sisters and brothers, friend&reedom Waves continue. Boat to Gaza. “If Minister Baird
finished, Canadians will be under constant surveillance, and jpilegh |oved ones, Free Majd Kayyal!l Free all wants to putthe interests of a far-
for awide range of “offences” against the morals of a small mincyity. political prisoners! Free Gazal! Freeright Israeli government before
Canadawillbecome amilitarized thug state, awilling accomplie of | \yyite to you from cell 9, block Palestine! Canadians, he should apply for
the U.S. and its NATO allies, imposing the rule of transnatignabg Gijyon Prison near Ramla in  Anishnabe-debuewin, restonsthe job of Israel’s ambassador.
capital across the planet. It's a scary future, but not inevitablg... thecypied Palestine. Although Ihumaine, stay human, in love andtherwise he should demand the
sufficient resistance can be built, starting today, not during af a5 tasered during the assault ostruggle, immediate release of the Canadian
election four years from now. the Tahrir, and bruised during David political prisonersin Israel and an
forcible removal dockside (I am immediate end to Israel’s illegal

limping slightly as a result) | am  (* Majd Kayyal was released, blockade of Gaza.”
PEOPLE'S VO’CE basically ok. We, Ehab, Michael,but it appears David and the other For more information, see the
Karenfrom Tahrir, aswellas Karen,political prisoners weren't told websites www.tahrir.ca and

ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. Kit (US) and Jihan who we sawwhere he was taken.) www.irishshiptogaza.org.)
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 briefly this morning We are most

Return ur?deli\{erable Canadian e.iddresses to Circulation Dept., concerned about our Tahrir(Editor's note: On Nov. 7, while O ——————
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 shipmate, Palestinian Majd Kayyallsrael claimed that all 27 peoplel Renew
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net from Haifa, last seen by us ataboard th@ahrir andSaoirsenad |
Volunteers and contributors for this issue Ashdod being photographed andeen released or were awaitinq todayl
Dave Arland. Ed Bil. Darrell Rankin put in a police car.* deportation, the Freedom Wave -
Sam Hammond. Liz Hill Joyce Neufeld Although M|chaelandl(among pampalgnwasabletoconﬁrmtha(} Check your label
Kevin Neish B.’ Prasanf Liz'Rowley ' others) were transported injust seven had been released dr
Saleh Waziruddin, rad our mailers in handcuffs andleg sh_ackles_, Ie_t ma_aleported: Maj_d Kay_yal (PaIest-' Please check the
Vancouver & Toronto. stress that we are neither criminalénian from Haifa), Lina Attalah | address label on the

. , i nor illegal immigrants but rather (Egyptianjournalist), Casey Jameg front page to see if
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerSam Hammond | political prisoners of the apartheid(U.S. journalist), Aimane Zoubir I its tirFr)\egto renew

\---------_

Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, state of Israel. Four from the Tahri(Moroccan journalist), Capt.p g o ho find
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman are imprisoned with 12 Irish George Klontzas (Greece), Caps SUDSCIIDErs who Tin
comrades from the Saoirse, wh&acharias Stylianakis, and Kare 2011/11/02" on their
LETTERS have more experience with suchde Vito (Canada). | Iabe_l, forexample,
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the issues. The four of us, Ehab and | For the first 24 hours of their || Wlll_ha_ve their ]
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print (Cdn), Michael (Aus) and Hassanabduction, none of the activistsl SUbS_CFIptI_Or}S expire
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal (UK) have joined with the Irish in crew, orjournalists, were allowed tol with this issue,
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" their political prisoners’ committee callalawyer or family members. Th Nov. 16-30, 2011.
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or in order to press our collectivenextday, afew were able to make
pvoice@telus.net demands: single one-minute phone call. : Don’t miss a
. . . . -associationinthe block-i.e.open The Israeli authorities tried to single copy -
People ’s. V.owe artt_cles may be repr_mted v_vzthout cells pressure the activists to sign 4 ren?aw todgil/!
permission provided the source is credited. - adequate writing and readingvoluntary deportation agreementy, _ _ . — o o o
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Bill C-10: omnibus att ack on human right s

requiring the Parole Board of
Canada to provide statistic
On September 20, Tory Justicerelating to record suspensions
Minister Rob Nicholsontabled Bill which replace pardons for som
C-10, anomnibus bill titled the Safeoffences.
Streets and Communities Act. Overall, however, the CCLA
Combiningamendments frombillswarns that “the direction thes
thatfailed to passin previous Torychanges set out - jail more often
minority parliaments, the for longer, with more lasting
legislation  would make consequences - is a dangero
fundamental changes to Canada’soute that is unsupported by th
criminaljustice system. social science evidence and h
Among other changes, C-10already failed in other countries. the victims of trafficking in
proposes: new criminal offences;indeed, the research suggests thi __ . - , persons, with full respect for their
new and increased mandatoryutting an individual in jail for [ £ 1 : 1 human rights. Currently, non-
minimum sentences; the selectivéonger will actually increase the citizen women, children and men
elimination of conditional likelihood of re-offending. It's hard who are trafficked into Canada are
sentences; increased pretriatoseehowthis Billwillmake streetsFundamental Freedoms rally, Toronto, June 2011 (Photo: EdBil) ~ often detained and deported,
detention and harsher sentencingnd communities safer. Whatitwill treated as criminals rather than as
principles for young offenders;do is needlessly increase the The expansion forthe rights ofenormous new expenses fowictims of a crime. As the CCR
longer waiting times to apply for number of people in prison,victims, says the CCLA, leavestaxpayers. points out, C-10's answer to this
pardons; increased barriers foskyrocketing costs and imposingout victims of torture. Bothtorture  The bill's child pornography problem is to exclude people,
Canadians detained abroad whanjust, unwise and and terrorism are serious crimesprovisions would impose mostly women, from Canada.
wish to serve the remainder of theiunconstitutional punishments.and yet the amendments makenandatory minimum jail sentences, “Itis demeaning for women to
sentence at home. This is exactly the kind of policy accesstothe courts available onljor consensual, legal sexualhave avisaofficer decide thatthey
The Bill also amends the Canada doesn’'t need.” to victims of terrorism, who must activities of youth and young should be kept out of Canada for
Immigration and Refugee The CCLA raises severalhave their cases “pre-approved’adults. their own protection,” says the
Protection Act, to grantthe Minister specific concerns. by the government. The Harper Inthe CCLA’sview, C-10will CCR,warning thatthe bill “fails to
of Immigrationbroad discretionto  The legislation proposesTories would have the ability to greatly increase the prisonaddress the situation of the most
deny work permits to any foreign“vague amendments to thedecide which governmentscanopopulation, with a devastatingvulnerable of exploited non-
national who is “at risk of abuse”, Immigration and Refugee cannot be sued; presumably, thémpact on marginalized citizens: those who have no valid
and introduces changes to allowProtection Act”, giving a very U.S. and other close allies wouldcommunities, particularly work permit. In fact, closing the
victims of terrorism to sue certainbroad mandate to deny any foreigribe exempt. Aboriginal peoples and those withdoor on valid work permits may
(but not all) foreign entities and national a work permit, without = Theuse of mandatory minimumsmental health needs who areexpose women to greater
governments for damages. specifying what factors define anfor broad and vague underlyingalready greatly over-represented/ulnerability, by forcing them
Many groups have condemnedndividual as “at risk” of being offences, says the CCLA, mayin correctional institutions. underground.”
the legislation. For example, theexploited. A better public policy, result in grossly disproportionate The Canadian Bar Association The group also criticizes the
Canadian Civil Liberties says the CCLA, would addresssentences. The drug provision§CBA) has raised serious concerngovernment’s “moralistic” focus
Association says the Bill proposesemployers who exploit suchinclude jailterms for possession ofwith several aspects of C-10. Theon strippers from other countries.
“afewwelcome changes,” such asndividuals. as few as six marijuana plants, an€BA argues thatthe Billwillworsen “Instead of passing moral
would even target all those whoproblems faced by the criminaljudgment,” says the CCR, “the
rent or live in a so-called “grow- justice system, with huge resourcggovernment should work on
op” house they do not own. Severaimplications. ensuring that non-citizens’ rights
i provinceswarnthatafloodofharsh “The impact on northern are protected and that they have
What COUld the rICh afford? jail sentences, against people whoesidents, Aboriginal people andthe freedom to make informed
The 400 wealthiest families in the U.S. aren’tjust filthy rich, theyare not criminals, will mean people with mental illness will be choices about their own livess’
are downrightdirty. Collectively, these households own $1.37 trillion
dollars, a number that is nearly impossible to comprehend. Sq how
much is $1.37 trillion dollars? Here are 11 things that the riches} 40 . . .
households in the U.S. can buy with their “hard-earned” cash B I g B rOth er IS WatC h I n g yO u A
* pay off every student loan for every single student in the entire
United States. ) ) ) ) Britain’s anti-snooping laws bodies over the last decade but, i€ouncil admitted that it spied on a
*pay the rent of every single renter inthe entire United States for fhregust be radically overhauled tomany cases, inadvertentlyfamily using laws passed to track
years. : revent “unnecessary, encouraged it,” says Justice. “ltscriminals and terrorists to find out
* pay the mortgages of every house in the whole country for 14 fUEnwarranted and unchecked statpoor drafting has allowed councilsif they were lying about living in a
months. ) } intrusion,” says Justice, a UKto snoop, phone hacking toschoolcatchmentarea. The couple
* buy every single house that was foreclosed on in 2007 and 2008uman rights group. More thanflourish, privileged conversationsand their three children were put
* pay the annual salaries of 19 million families forone year. | 20,000 warrants for the interceptiorto be illegally recorded, and CCTVunder surveillance by the council
* pay off all credit card debt for every single person in the erftire)f phone calls, emails and interneto spread. It is also badly out offor more than two weeks using
United States. ) ) ) use have been issued since theate. Root-and-branch reform ofpowers under RIPA.
*give a $10,000 bonus to every single worker in the entire countnRegulation of Investigatory the law on surveillance is needed Eric Metcalfe of Justice said:
*“buy a new car for every family in the United States. Powers Act (RIPA)cameintoforceto provide freedom from “From phone hacking to council
* pay for 3.5 years worth of gas for every driver in the country| in 2000, according to Justice. ~ unreasonable suspicion, and pushooping, Ripa has notonly failed
* triple the number of teachers in the United States, then give gvery The |egal group called for ain place truly effective safeguardsto  prevent  unnecessary

especially profound,” warns the
CBA’'s Dan MacRury. The
association speaks for 37,000
lawyers, law teachers, and law
students across Canada.

The Canadian Council on
Refugees (CCR) points out that
Canada is a signatory to the UN
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons
Especially Women and Children,
which aims to protect and assist

PV Vancouver Bureau

single one a $30,000 raise. “root-and-branch” reform of against the abuse of what arsurveillance but also encouraged
* The richest 400 households alone could replace 70% of all mpnestitain's surveillance powers to necessary powers.” it. Little more than a decade old, it
lost by Americans in the Great Recession of 2008. provide “genuinely effective  InAugust2010 Poole Boroughis already badly out of date#
(Source: website of the AFL-CIO, www.aflcio.org) safeguards against abuse.” It said
so-called directed surveillance, Bl kf t f B t
il i - I where someone can be followed or eaKtuwrerorvoun FItS
$10 billion profit for Exxon-Mobil e e young

Exxon Mobil Corp. said Oct. 27 its third-quarter profit rose 41 %hbeen authorised on at least 30,00 -
t0$10.33 billion, or $2.13 ashare, from $7.35 billion ($1.44 asharejccasions in the past decade‘%rom the Morning Star
in the same period of 2010, as the oil major benefits from highesome 2.7 million requests were Young people across Britain are being condemned to a bleak future
crude prices. Wall Street analysts expected Exxon to earn $3.12wéade forinformation such as phones a result of employment and opportunity “blackspots,” new research
share, according to a survey by FactSet Research. Capital spgndisiis or location data, along with shows. A Work Foundation-backed study warned on Nov.4 that young
fell 2% to $8.62 billion, but the Texas-based company noted if hasore than 4,000 authorisations fopeople living in the north are the most likely to be “Neets” - not in
spent a record $26.7 billion so farin 2011. Exxon bought back $bugging operations. This figure education, employmentor training - because of a lack of job opportunities.
billion in stock in the third quarter and plans to buy back anothetioes not include many other casek urged the government to invest heavily in northern towns and cities.
$5 billion in the fourth quarter. Exxon’s oil-equivalent productipnsuch  as  warrants and The study’s authors warned that unless the government acts
fell 4% during the quarter. authorisations issued on behalf oflecisively whole generations of young people will be condemned to a
the security and intelligencelife of crime, lower wages and lower life expectancies than the rest of
services, including MI5, MI6, and Britain. Almost one million 16 to 24-year-olds are Neets, with 186,000 of
GCHQ, which may never come tothese aged between 16 and 18.
light. The foundation's study, which analysed Neetlevelsin 53 of Britain’s

Justice said the proposals tdargesttowns and cities, revealed that areas from Liverpool across to Hull
curb the excessive use ofwere among the mosttroubled in Britain.

REDS ON THE WEB

Www_communist.party.ca surveillance powers by public Reportauthors Neil Lee and Jonathan Wrightwarned: “Neetsinthese
. bodies such as local authorities irtities face a double hit - reduced employment opportunities and a weak
www.peopleSVOlce.Ca the proposed Protection ofeconomy and reduced services resulting from public-sector cuts.”
- FreedomsBill, donotgofarenough. They said the recession had widened the gap between cities with high
WWW.}/(:I I C.ca “RIPA has not only failed to Neetrates and those that were lower and failure to address the problem
www.solldnet.org check a great deal of plainlywould damage individual opportunity, leading to growing costs for “the

excessive surveillance by publicgovernment, our economy and sociew.”
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Peace Congress slams “Canada
First Defence S trategy”

The Canadian Peaceaspects of those policies. Key During their minority
Congress, which has continued teexamples of this are the massivgovernment, the Harper
expand its activities in recentprotests in 2003 that forced theConservatives made severa
years, will hold its next conventiongovernmentto reject direct military changes in policy that clearly
on Nov. 25-26 in Toronto. Ainvolvementintheinvasion ofIraqindicate the trajectory of Canadia
comprehensive draft statement omnd to maintain distance from thatcapital with respectto international
the work of the Congress iswar and occupation; sustainedssues. Paramount among these
available online at public education and lobbying thatthe foreign policy orientation that
www.canadianpeacecongress.cahas continued to deter Canadiamns reflected in the war in
We reprint sections of this draftparticipation in Ballistic Missile Afghanistan. While Canada’s
which look at the pro-war shift by Defence and the weaponization oparticipation in this aggression
the Harper Tories in Canada. space;andthe campaignto exposgas initiated under the Liberal

The election in May of the Canada’s complicity inthe torturegovernment, it is under the
Conservative majority governmentof Afghan detainees, which wasConservative government that it
isthe single mostimportantpoliticalso effective that the Harpermatured and assumed a centra
event since our Extraordinarygovernment needed to prorogudocus in international policy.
Renewal Convention in 2008, oneParliamentto remainin power. For a long time, the advanced
whichradically altersthe country’s  However, withthe Harper Tories sections of the peace moveme
political landscape... now holding majorities in both the have understood that the war ings '

During the previous seven yeardHouse of Commons and the Senatéfghanistan was never alocalizedBA", Lo 5 [s B 2=F-Te( N (e 1 113 [of | BRTTATYAT,A wpc- in. org
of minority government, and eventhe ability to confrontthe corporateconflict - it has been, from the
during the preceding Liberalwar agenda in the parliamentarypbeginning, part of a regional
majority governments, the peaceaarena has been severelyampaign that includes the wamhich a new direction/orientation ~ CFDS boasts of the experience
movement had some ability to workdiminished. While itremains vitally againstlraqand Israel’sroleinthan foreign policy is being tested gained by Canadian forces in
with progressives within the important to maintain and expandMiddle East. Clearly, the war in and clarified... Perhaps the clearesAfghanistan as a “military that can
opposition parties to expose thevork with progressives in Afghanistanisakey componentinexample of how foreign policy hasoperate far from home on a
aggressive, militaristic and government, the focus for peacehe drive by the United States (andleveloped in light of the war in sustained basis”. According to
integrationist policies of the and progressive forces must nowits Canadian, British and NATO Afghanistan is the Conservatives’Prime Minister Harper the ability to
governmentand, toalimited extentshift decisively to the extra- allies) to recolonize a huge,half-trillion dollar Canada First wage war is the path thatwill return
block some of the more extremeparliamentary struggle... resource-rich area oftheworld. ItisDefence Strategy (CFDS), theCanada to the international stage
also about encircling China andgovernment’s blueprint for as a “credible and influential
establishing a large, US military defence and foreign policy. country.” CFDS elevates
presence near Russia and India. CFDS promotes the growth,commitmentsto NATO, NORAD,
Canada’sinvolvementinthewarismodernization and combatNORTHCOM, the Security and
consistent with these objectivesreadiness of the Canadian militaryProsperity Partnership (SPP) and
as is Canadian foreign policyand its interoperability with US the Civil Assistance Plan, the latter

Yes to Peace! No to Imperalism!

Out with the Foreign
Military Bases now!

Global campaign against S
foreign military bases

“Build the Peace Movement Through
Anti-Imperialist Solidarity”
Canadian Peace Congress convention,
Nov. 25-26, Metro Hall, 55 John Street, Toronto
Convention opens at 7 pm on Nov. 25 and continues
at 10 am on Nov. 26. For more information, check
www.canadianpeacecongress.ca
or phone Dave at 416-535-6586.

however, the war in Afghanistanfuture  US-NATO  wars, emergency”, above all other
has an even deeper significancénterventions and occupations aganadian international obligations
for the Canadian peace movementhe first principle of Canadian and treaties. As such CFDS
Canadian defence policy to the
global military strategy of the US
and NATO.
From The Guardian offshoring extended to jobs thataccording to Greig. There is another option, onemethod used by the Conservative
newspaper of the ' no one a few decades ago would “The unions need to changethat Qantas and the likes of Greiggovernment to justify massive
Communist Party of have imagined could be exportedtack and work hard with are not prepared to consider. Itransfers of public finances,
Australia
It's full-on class war. Qantas isand international operations tomore per employee,” Greig saysof the industry. Australia’s contractors to stimulate a
determined to deunionise itsJetstar. As reported previously inWhat, fewer pilots in the national carrier should beinpublicspeculative expansion of the
workforce and slash labour costsThe Guardian foreign crew cockpit?Passengers load their owhands, its workforce guaranteed &conomy. This is whatis meant by
nothing short of a premeditatedas 20 hours on a base monthlyn their own luggage. Cut back ongood working conditions and CFDS is profoundly undemo-
act of bastardry against itswage of $258. maintenance checks by aircrafsafety a priority. Al airlines flying cratic, and was implemented
workforce andthetravellingpublic. The media, Murdoch’s engineers - wait until somethingin Australia should be obliged towithout seeking Parliamentary
their jobs, wages and workingcorporations in their offensive The same thing that Qantas, thenions in an industry agreementbillion already allocated in 2006,
conditions has brought to a heachgainst Australian workers andbanks, the manufacturersandother That would soon secure theapproaching 2.2% of GDP, all to
an insidious process that has beetnade unions. Repeatedly, theycorporations are after: lowerrights and jobs of Qantas staffguarantee the profits of defence

generally. military forces for one main reason,permitting US troops on Canadian
Beyond these objectives,to commit Canada to current andsoil in the event of a “civil
it represents the practical arena igovernment foreign policy. actually weakens Canadian
sovereignty by subordinating
ass Wa a Qan as ’ Fear mongering about a||eged
threats to Canadian security is the
Qantas has offloaded a largemanagement to find ways ofinvolves public ownership and without Parliamentary approval, to
proportion of its potential domesticincreasing flexibility and producing control of Qantas and re-regulatiorforeign and domestic defence
The airline’s sudden and arbitraryemployed by its subsidiary Jetstaiuggage? Qantas already haslecent income that recogniseshe “military partnership with
grounding of all flights was have been working shifts as longpassengers weighing and checkintheir skills and experience with Canadian industry”.
The company’s actions and theAustraliannewspaper in particular, goes wrong? meet minimum standards asapproval. It commits $492 billion
struggle of its workforce to defendhave backed Qantas and other Greig'sadvice meansone thingnegotiated with the relevant tradeover 20 years on top of the $5.3
under way for decades. accuse the trade union movemenwages, longer hours, slave-likeQantas and Jetstar employeesontractors and investors. The
The “globalisation” or of “intransigence”, of threatening working conditions and short cutsdeserve the full support of allCanadian government policy of

equalisation of wages and workingto wreck productivity and costing with safety. If the unions and Australian workers and the widerrapid militarization of the economy
conditions in the name of workers their jobs. David Greig’s workers won't cop it in Australia community. Itis crunchtime. Time is the only job creation project the
competition is a race to the bottom:Qantas unions in a time warp” then go offshore or bring in guestto take the employers andGovernment has to offer youth,
government one

the unemployed and the
underemployed. CFDS cannot be

The cost of labour is not too high in(The Australian, 26-10-20)vas  workers.
Australia. Working conditions are a classic piece of employer

not unaffordable. Qantas workerspropaganda, trotting out the all
insisting on their rights are nottoo familiar myths about
pricing themselves out of jobs. Itiscompetition, deregulation, higher
the constant drive by the privateproductivity (read profits) and
sector to boost profits that is behindlexibility benefiting workers.
the attack on Qantas workers and “The only way to secure
other workers across the globe. aviationjobsin Australiais to make
For decades, the private sectoit uneconomic to send them
has been exporting jobs offshoreabroad,” Greig claims. How do you
raking in ever larger profits throughdo that? One method is to pay the
the super-exploitation of lower paid“third world” rates on a non-union
labour on unregulated and nonderegulated labour market wherg
unionised labour markets. Thethere are no limits to the hourg
manufacturing sector in Australiaworked or protection of
was hit hard by trade liberalisationconditions. Get rid of those
when tariffs and quotas were lifted.“generous work roster and
In more recenttimes, technologicakestrictive maintenance work
developments have seerpractices” - that's the way to go

implemented without sacrificing
the needs of public health care,
pensions, child care, seniors’
needs, low cost housing and the
peaceful development of the
country.

Since winning a majority, the
Conservatives have moved quickly
and aggressively to implement
new imperialist policies. Inaddition
to continuing their previous
policies of increasing military
spending, pursuing the war in
Afghanistan, promoting deeper
integration of military and foreign
policy with the United States and

see PEACECONGRESS, p.11




7 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE ¢ NOVEMBER 16-30, 2011

Tragedy shakes Occupy V ancouver

the situation appeared to bean Vancouver remains largely

By Kimball Cariou ) .
improving.

The death ofayoung memberof But Anton’s right-wing forces movement, the view that “the time

Robertson’s response has beeand shares the same anti-

sympathetic to the goals of theto retreat, suddenly agreeing thatlemocratic outlook. Electing a Rob

the OV site is “unsafe”. City staff Ford-style city council in

the Occupy Vancouver (OV) cynically hope to use Ashlie’s has come to remove the tents” habave begun preparations for a/ancouverwould give the federal
movement has shocked herfellondeath to box Mayor Gregor also gained some traction. For theemoval operation whichwilllikely Tories a big boost for their “law

participants and turned up theRobertsonand his Vision majority NPA, whipping up this sentiment
political temperature, days beforeinto a corner. While public opinion is their last hope to win a majority.
acrucial Nov. 19 civic election.
Ashlie Gough, a 23-year-old
from Victoria, overdosed in a tent
at the Art Gallery site on Nov. 5.
The tragedy highlights many of -111;,.'.
the issues raised by thgu
international Occupy movement: e
homelessness, inequality, healt
crises such as addictions, and t
role of the state in a wealthy
capitalist society. The OV tents,
complete withfirstaid, library, soup
kitchen, etc., sit amidst gleaming
corporate towers and condd™
buildings. Just a couple of blockg
away, one condo - the entire toge
floor of the Shangri-La - sold for == -

[

=1

o

$20 million.
Ashlie’s death touched off a
firestorm  of  hypocrisy.

Reactionary bloggers and medid
outlets have labelled OV as a drug
den and a blight on the city. The
rarely mention that despite somg
progress, drug overdose deat
and homelessness are stilf
common.

A few days earlier, NPA
mayoralty candidate Suzanng
Anton (who has been trailing in
the polls) failed to get a seconde
for her motion at city council to
begin removing the occupatio
tents. Requests by the firefighters
and health officials for
improvements at the site were
accepted after some debate at OV'Sign at Occupy Vancouver, a few meters from the Nov. 5tragedy.
nightly general assemblies, andPhoto: K.Cariou)

End Harper ’s war on workers, says CUPE

h called upon CUPE towork withtheor be destroyed.
CLCand otheralliesto opposethe “We can'’t survive on the idea

PV Vancouver Bureau, wit
files from www.cupe.ca

Meeting at the Vancouver planning forthe 2015 election of ansolution, cause it ain’t working,”
Convention Centre, some 2000NDP government. said Davidson. “I'd much sooner
delegates at the CUPE National
biennial convention held Oct.31-and supportive of the motion, withsay | tried what | could and it didn’t
Nov.4 debated an emergencymany delegates expressingvork.”
resolution responding to the Harpefrustration that working people Delegates also overwhelmingly|

Harper government and beginthat a good argument is the

Debate on the floor was spiritedgo out swinging then sit back and

be resisted. Given Vancouver'sand order” agenda.
long history of police brutality, the  These forces no doubt want a
potential for a violent clash isviolent clash at the Art Gallery.
growing. Challenging the Mayor to send in
By offering to help homeless the cops, the NPA has madeitclear
campers findaccommodations, anthat dissent in the streets will be
stressing that the OV protests areurbed if they retake City Hall.
welcome to continue, the Mayor Fortunately, there are wiser
and his party hope to avert a directoices on the scene, especially the
confrontation. This would allow Coalition of Progressive Electors,
Vision to appease some criticswhich has an electoral alliance with
while still defending the free- Vision. In a Nov. 6 statement (see
speechrights ofthe Occupy groupsidebar), COPE candidates
Those rights were exercised orpledged to continue support for
Nov. 6, as hundreds of Occupythe goals of the Occupy
supporters marched through thenovement, and urged city officials
streets against the impact oto “work carefully... to ensure the
corporate mining interests onhealth and safety of the Occupy
Indigenous peoples, both inVancouver demonstrators.”
Canada and internationally. But the situation remains
This approach, however, will extremely tense. A mayoralty
not satisfy the NPA, which is debate between Robertson and
running a multi-million dollar Anton on Nov. 7 saw the can-
campaign largely with huge didates shouted down frequently
donations from forestry andbysome QV activists, atactic which
mining companies. These interesteay have backfired. There are also
calculate that buying a friendly sharp debates withinthe OV group
NPA mayor and council would about whether move the camp in
shift ~ Vancouver’'s pro- response to the city’s pressure.
environment image to a pro- Robertson and his party will
corporate stance, which would beneed to steer carefully through
a huge public relations victory for these complicated waters, avoiding
resource profiteers. a clash which could benefit the
The NPA campaign is alsoNPA and their corporate backers
linked to Stephen Harper's Tories,on Nov. 19e

COPE candidates express
sympathy and solidarity

D

NOV. 6 - The Coalition of housing a top priority, yet ther
Progressive Electors expresseis still so much more work to dg.
our profound sympathies andltis also clear that Vancouver’s
compassion forthe loss of asistechampioning of the Insitg
within the Occupy Vancouver supervised injection site has
encampment in front of the been a success, but with the
Vancouver Art Gallery. COPE’s facility at capacity, we need tp
candidates, members andxpand harm reduction services
supporters are deeply saddenet more parts of the city. Every
by this tragic event and wish thedrug overdose death is |a

Government’s attack on workinghave been losing rights over theadopted a resolution calling on fznrﬁftlig cgtitnhe deceased and alpreventable dea:g,s;gr?s;éilﬁt;re
people. last few years. their union to convene a Canadar- ipn P thg of us all
Since getting a majority Local 116 delegate Colleenwide community labour coalition | 4'o 1 o 1y - = e
government in May, the Garbespokeinfavourofthemotionalong the lines of the Action srEitan o e ———y T J govern-
Conservatives have interfered with'This resolution is long overdue. CanadaNetworkwhichwasactivg (i carest wotmm | o | , ments  or
collective bargaining at Air CanadaWe are losing ground over andduring the Mulroney era. e — . protest
and Canada Post, in both casesver again.” Presented by the CUPE Toronto ™ ~"~"p £ organizers, to
trampling ontherightsand benefits - Several Air Canada employeesCouncil, the resolution urges| ., uioioc as we have from theensure everyone is kept sl
of working Canadians. Legislationspoke in favour of the resolution.efforts to build a stronger fightback beginning’ to support the goals COPEwiIIcontinuetostruggle.e
restricting the ability of unions to John Reis of Toronto Local 4092against the anti-labour and antij 2+ meséage of the Occupyfor equality, social justice and
engage in political activity has beersaid “Free collective bargaining ispeople policies of the Harper Tory| . 0 20 04 ihe World-environmeﬁtal sustainability
introduced and the government haa right that has been stripped awagovernment. Toronto CUPE democratizing the gIobaI.With our fellow citizens. in
ignored a plebiscite by westernby the Harper Regime.” Council President Helen Kennedy economy and working towardssolidarity ~ with Occijpy
farmers, insteadmovingaheadwith Vancouver delegate Kencalledfor CUPEtoassertitsroleas ;.\ economic justice, equality, movements around the world.
a plan to dismantle the CanadiaDavidson called for a tougherthe largest social union in the - environmental In the spirit of the globa
Wheat Board. approach, arguing that the Labourcountry and to inspire the fightback sustainability Occupy movement, COPE
The Emergency Resolutionmovementhas no choice butto adby calling fora People’s Assembly| =" ~qpp urgés officials at the supports occupiers téking this
' by March of 2012. city, fire department, police,andmovement  beyond  the
Given the prominence of the health care workers to work Vancouver Art Gallery, to work
occupy. movements across te carefylly andin coordination, to with community groups, service
country, suchaPeople’s Assembly o6 the health and safety oagencies, — resident-based
could help to set the stage for & e~ “gccupy  Vancouver neighbourhood councils, the
much broader flghtbaf:k against 4o monstrators and we arerade union movement, churches,
Harper and the austerity agendai. ¢, nfigent they will do so. The and environmental NGO's anfl
Early in the convention, | 6ec,5y movement has beertobringtogetheranew Solidarity
delegates rallied at lunch hour i - mitted to non-violent action Coalition.
solidarity with Occupy Vancouver. and peaceful dialogue. We urge  COPE has been committed fo
After several speeches coni yhem io continue these tacticsprogressive social change for
demning the right-wing policies of and are confidentthey willdo so.more than 40 years. Beyond

provincial and federal govern-

unplanned march to the Vancouve
Art Gallery, making a powerful
statement in the stree®s.

—

Delegatesrally before marching to Occupy Vancouveron Nov. 1.

ments, some 600 delegates held 3

We must continue to addressElection Day on November 19t
Mhomelessness, poverty and dru¢ OPE will continue to fight for g
' addiction. Vancouver has beerVancouver and a planet fg

at the forefront of making everyonee

=
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Papua mine was rising. government to withdraw the Seventy-seven per cent ofminimum wages has only
| In its World of Work Report project.” advertised fashion internshipsprosecuted seven companies for
strike heats up 2011,thelLOsaysastalledglobal Despite the increasingwere unpaid, and 76% of PRbreaching the law since its

economic recovery had begun tdikelihood that the university internships were unpaid. Half ofintroductionin 1999.

The United Steelworkers“dramatically affect” labour semester will be cancelled,the mediainternshipswereunpaid. The Department for Work and
(USW) has requested that the U.Smarkets. Approximately 80 million Fernandezwentontosay, “wewill Civil servants advise thatPensions has confirmed that
Department of Justice begin tonet new jobs would be needechot permit the loss of public internships that do not breachgovernment-run job-centres are
investigate whether corporateoverthe nexttwo years to get bacleducation. We would prefer to loseminimum wage laws are likely to recommending that unemployed
mining giant Freeport-McMoRan, to pre-crisis employment levels,the semester, or whatever it takesexistonly in short-term placementsyouth take up long-term “work
headquartered in Arizona, hadutthe recentslowdown ingrowththan to lose this right.” normally classified as work experience”, including positions
been bribing security forces insuggests that only half the jobs The government claims thatexperience.“Legal colleagues takeat supermarkets, allegedly to help
Indonesia. The Indonesian policeneeded would be created. “Law 30" willinjectfundsintothe the view thatmostinterns are likelythem gain further skills.
have told the local media thatthey “We have reached the momeneducation system, improve thetobe workers andtherefore entitled
accepted millions of dollars from of truth. We have a briefwindow of quality of the education systemto the minimum wage and other .
Freeport-McMoRan’s Indonesianopportunity to avoid a major and increase access. Howevelv,vorkerrights,”thedocumentstatesGrenada Str|ke
subsidiary PT Freeport to providedouble-dip in employment,” said critics believe Law 30 willlowerthe  Anyone who worksin Britain is
security for its operations in Papua. quality of the academic studiesentitled to the current hourly rate Operations at Grenada’s
The Foreign Corrupt Practices Ac undermine the autonomy ofof6.08 pounds (about$10 Can.)foseaports were disrupted on Nov. 3,
bans U.S. companies from payinr universities, and spiral the cost othose aged 21 and over. Thosafter workers went on strike

foreign officials to do or omitto do education for students. who volunteer for charity or a because the Port Authority missed
an act in violation of their lawful government body can be exemptedan Oct. 31 deadline to pay $143,000
duty. Crackdown on The government’s own Cdn.inasettlementawarded by an

. o estimate is that there are betweearbitration tribunal in 2007. The
F|J| union activists 50,000 and 70,000 internships strike has affected all three of the
year, of which between 10,000 andCaribbean island’s ports at St.
The general secretary of the Fiji1l5,000 are unpaid. However, inth€seorge’s, St. Andrew’s and
Trade Union Congress, Felixlargestonline UK internship surveyCarriacou.
Anthony, was detained overnightto date, carried out by Interns The Technical and Allied
at the Lautoka Police Station afte’Anonymous, 87% out of 594 Workers Union said the workers
being arrested on the afternoon ofespondents said they were paiavould stay off the job indefinitely.

Police personnel providing
security for Freeport-McMoRan
have played a highly controversia
role in a strike by some 10,000
miners at the Grasberg mine ir ‘
Papua. This includes firing onﬂ '
strikers during a demonstration
on October 10, killing two and

injuring eight others. Police have\ ) November4. The labourleaderwadelow the minimum wage. This In a statement, the union said the
failed to lift road blockades arrested by Fijian security forces would suggest that there are manyport authority had also refused to
stopping fuel and food reaching including a sixmember police teammore thousands of unpaid internsign the agreement it made with the

the mine after clashes with strikingRaymond Torres fromthe ILO.  and six soldiers who travelled in ain the UK than currently estimated.union and a joint consultative

miners and localtribesmenonNov. The group also measured levelspecial military vehicle. Therewas The TUC fears that internshipscommittee set up by the arbitrators.

4, of discontent over the lack of jobstight security around the cell blockare replacing paid work for youngThe  long-running dispute
The strike at Grasberg, theand anger over perceptions thain which Anthony was kept and hepeople and pushing down pay foiconcerns retroactive back pay due

world’s second-biggest copperthe burden of the crisis was notwas denied contactwith hislawyerthose in work. The governmentto the workers following job

mine, began in mid-Septemberpeing fairly shared. It said scoresThe next morning, Anthony wasbody responsible for enforcingreclassifications.

disrupting output and stoppingof countries faced the possibilitytransferred to Suva under heavy

shipments. The struggle has seeaf social unrest, particularly thosearmed guard provided by the sam e
sabotage to pipelines and deadlyn the EU and the Arab region. 12 memberteam. cltktty e . 2 Hear T
attacks on striking employees. Meanwhile, in its latest Felix Anthony's arrest was chie e “,':";;_'T eyt MsTARDS )
Workers and people from severprojections for G20 economies, thepreceded by the Oct. 29 detentio — s L\:\} Ceee fIS N,
local tribes are blocking the mainOECD forecast growth in the of Daniel Urai, the President ofthe ||, __‘:ﬁ' A ; \

road near an airport in Timika thateurozone of 1.6%this year, slowingFiji Trade Union Congress. Urai & ol - !'". ;

links Freeport’s port to the to 0.3% next year. As recently ashas also been denied his bas -fﬂ:. 1 x._.l |§‘\| !

Grasberg mine, and refused to shiftast May,the OECD had forecastright to legal counsel, and remain QH&?#{{E;
after police gave them a deadline t@rowth of 2% per year in both 201 limprisoned. He was arrested upo

move by Nov. 1. and 2012. returning fromthe Commonwealtt  ——— — -

“People foughtback. The police Heads of Government Meeting ﬂ -Mﬂ:?-'-’mq | WoM-Pal NTERMCHP |
gave several warning shots buLabour backs (CHOGM) heldin Australia. —— = e )
they have left now,” said a striking The campaign of intimidation,

worker, adding there were noColombia students harassment and beatings of unio
casualties reported. “The tribes leaders is growing, a clear signa "
have conducted war ceremonies. Colombia’s Central Worker’s that the regime’s objective is to Struggle column are from the
They are ready to die for this.” Union (CUT) has announced itssmash the trade union moveme i

The worker dispute over paysupport of the student protestsand its leadership. Fiji has bee Labour S tart WebSIte’
has drawn in local tribes who haveaking place throughout theunderamilitary dictatorship since www .labourst art.org
their own grievances over landcountry since early October. TheNovember2006, when Commodore
rights, pollution and a lack of weekly protests, sparked by aBainimaramaseized power. [ \
benefit for the region from its controversial government reform : : -
resource wealth. The police ancn education - “Law 30" - have |Ntern or S|ave? Send me information on the sﬁD
army have been criticised forspread to all of Colombia’s main i .
human rights violations in the cities. Thousands of unpaid interns in Communist Party of Canada va
mountainous region, where a CUT President Tarcisio Mora Britain could be entitled to _ ) _
separatistmovementhas simmeredeclared that all affiliates would compensation after governmen] The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
for decades. The company haback the next Studentlegal advice has emerged fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canaghan m_dependence, and_somal sm.
offered a 30 percent pay rise butlemonstration, planned for Nov.suggesting employers are breaking ¢ CPC does muchmore than run candidates in elections. We think thefight

. - . “ . - . against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

the union is holding out for a 10."We give all our supportto thethe law by not following national active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
fivefoldincrease. student movement, because theinimumwagerules. The Guardiar] movements on a wide ran‘ge ofissues. All our policies and leadership are set

Pay rates at the Grasberg mingouth has given a clear example ohewspaper reports thatthe warning - democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s part} of
are $1.50-$3 per hour. In 20104 civic protest and of a democratifrom government lawyers comeq socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

Many items in our "Global Class

Freeport-McMoRan reported proposal”, Mora said. as growing numbers of companies .
profits of $4.33 billion, anaverage  The student protests causedurn to interns to carry out work Central Committee CPC
of $146,000 for each of its 29,700Colombia’s capital city to thatlastsfarlongerthan traditiona 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K'1N6
employees worldwide. effectively shut down on Nov. 3, work experience placements, ye] ~ 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pce.ca>  www.communist-party.c
as tens of thousands of S,tudentﬁafuse to pay them'_ ) Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du  Ottawa CPC
SOCial unrest to took to the streets. Bogota; mass The Conservative/LibDem | Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
- transport network, Transmilenio,government has been promoting 3359 Ave gnga;c\,/ e Manitoba Committee CPC
rise, says ILO was forced to stop selling ticketsthe wider use of internships as palf Emai: peg@cpc-pec.carel: 438-338-8890 o7 Sk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3

and cease operations, while majopfa so-called drive toimprove social g ¢ commitee cPC

The global economy is on thethoroughfares were temporarilymobility. Buta Guardian analysis of| 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 g;éifig fntfziihc:vce Toronto. MAK NG
verge of a new and deeper jobshut down as a result of majora graduate internships job boarg T 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net 100" ') o iag ’

recession that may ignite socialkrafficjams. run by the Department for Busines§ Edmonton CPC _
; ; : Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
unrest, warns the International The students, who have beennnovationand Skills (BIS)reveals| gqmonton. AB, T6C 4N6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

Labour Organization (ILO), on academic strike for weeksthat more than half its job| Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0200  Hamiton ON. LH 2K3
predicting that it will take at leastdecided to cancel a proposedidvertisements are for unpaid of calgary cPc o _
five years for employment in meeting with the Education expenses-only internships whicH Unit #1, 19 Radciiffe Close SE, Alante Region O e BoP 110
. - . Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 S0X /U, Grand Pre, NS,
advanced economies to return tdinister, Maria Fernando Campo.could breach employment laws. o Telffax: 902-542-7981
sl H f ; Saskatchewan CPC
pre-crisis levels. The ILO also sayOne of the student leaders, Sergio Of the arts internships Email- <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

that in 45 of the 118 countries itFernandez, told W Radio, “the onlyadvertised on the BIS-sponsored j
examined, the risk of social unrestvay to return to dialogue is for thewebsite, 92% were unpaid.
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Cuban doctor solidarity tour across Canada

S : Henry Reeve brigade for their work:type of assistance of countries like |
pecial to PV . ) . o ; )
lamimpressed with Dr. Balseiro’'s Cuba will create a sense of social
The Steelworkers Hall in deep professionalism, as well agquity.”
Toronto was filled on Oct. 24 with the length and scale of assistance. Cuban Consul General Jorge
100 people who came to hear aboutam part of the 99% occupying Soberontalked of brigades to other
Cuba’s health solidarity in Haiti. Toronto. Reagan said there is n@ountries. After the 2005
Dr. Jorge Balseiro talked of hisalternative. Fidel said anotherearthquake in Pakistan, the children
experience working with the Henryworld is possible. Cuba shows thidearned to speak Spanish from
Reeve Brigade, a team of Cuban tiny Cuba in its own unique way brigade members, who used body
doctors and health care workersis a different world”. language to communicate. Soberon
to assist the victims of the January The moderator for the meetingpointed out that the billions the
2010 earthquake. was Professor Keith Ellis, who isUSA spends on its military could
Dr. Balseiro’s kindness and chairofthe CubaforHaiticampaign,have totally rebuilt Haiti. The
professionalism were very evidentwhich has raised over $300,000 t@ontinuing US blockade against
witnessed by his power pointsupportthe Cuban efforts in Haiti. Cuba makes no sense, he said.
presentation about the direProf. Keithwelcomed anumber of‘Cubawill have brothersin Haitias s r=s iy
situation in Haiti before the special guests, including Consulongaswe live. Jose Marti said - let O U
earthquake. Cubans had worke@eneral of El Salvador Mr. Oscareach person be atorch to enlighten
to lower the infant mortality rate, Armando Toledo; Consul Generalthe world”.
and build an internal healthof Haiti, Dr. Eric Pierre; and a The Cuban Doctor tour was a
program with the assistance ofepresentative of the Cubantorch going across CanadaKingston, Toronto, Calgary, Hamilton, and Windsor.
ALBA (Bolivarian Alliance forthe Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lisset including events in Montreal, Edmonton, Vancouver, Nanaimo, For more information, visit
Americas). Cambiella. Quebec City, Halifax, Ottawa, Sechelt, Winnipeg, St. Catharinesywww.canadiannetworkoncuba.ea.
The meeting, organized by the Elizabeth Hill, President of the
Canadian Cuban FriendshipCanadian-Cuban Friendship
Association, was part of a threeAssociation, and also co-chair of .
week tour of Canada sponsored byhe Canadian Network on Cuba, N eWS fro I I I CO I O I I l b I an
the Canadian Network on Cuba, tautlined the purpose of the tour, . .
which the CCFA s affiliated. and expressed appreciation to L I O b d
Dr. Balseiro explained how the everyone who helped make the p r I SO n e r I I any an O
Cubanteamworked extremely hardvent possible.
tosave lives, whenforthefirsttime Kevin Edmonds, representing We have reported several timesabout 60 by 30 feet, so it is lesausing the “magic” FARC computer
everacholeraepidemicstruckHaitithe Toronto Haiti Action onthe situation of Liliany Obando, crowded. But she is now in with information has had their trials
The Cubans have a proactiveCommittee, talked of his work inthe most prominent political very dangerous common criminalsthrown out due to this evidence
preventative protection plan inexposing the negative effects thgrisonerin Colombia. Well-known right-wing paramilitary prisoners being compromised or bogus,
place, going outin the communitiesUnited Nations in Haiti. Sandrain Canadaasalabourand solidaritgnd rich drug dealing prisoners exceptfor Liliany.
to look for people with illnesses Ramirez from the Cuban Instituteactivist, Liliany remains in the who despise her and would likely It appears that the government
that can be treated early. The ratef Friendship (ICAP), spoke of the“Buen Pastor” women’s prison in kill her if they had a chance. Thisknows the evidence will not
of mortality of patients treated by organization’s long history with Bogota, still awaiting trial on bogus might be the authorities’ plan, butconvict Liliany, so they are simply
Cubans was 0.37% compared tdriends of Cuba, and in particularcharges. Arrested in 2008, she ishe thinks she is safe. She has onljelaying by not holding any trial
the overall rate in Haiti of 1.72%. the Che Guevara Brigade fromthe last of the accused in the “farcone companerainthe cell block andlates. She has been in prison for
“Cuba is also helping with Canada which celebrates its 20tipolitica” trials; other defendants so spends almost all of her time irover 40 months so they are simply
reconstruction of the health systenbrigade in May 2012. She talked ohave been released after théer cell. She is trying to politically punishing her without a trial.
in Haiti” Dr. Balseiro told the Cuba’s special relationship withgovernment's case fell apart undeorganise these newfellow prisonersPolitical pressure would seem to
audience, stressing the wordHaiti, which flows naturally from closer scrutiny. as she did in patio 6, which is whybe the only hope. | will hopefully
“help” because it is the HaitianFidel's school days with Haitian ~ Kevin Neish of Victoria, B.C., they moved her, butitappearsto bget in to visit her these next two
system. Cubans do not interferechildren in eastern Cuba. has visited Liliany several timesa hard job. Since she left cell blockSaturdays.
but just give their experience and The Consul General of Haiti during her incarceration. Here is 6, the new warden has clamped Her kids, Camilo and Laura,
assistance. praised the compassionatehis latest first hand report: down on herfriends and taken awayppear to be doing better than the
Following the presentation, Dr. assistance of Cubans, who are |gotinto see Lilianyinthe high rights Liliany had successfully won last time | saw them. Camilo is in
Balseiro answered severalsuffering with the people, putting security women'’s prison “Buen there. Most of the prisoners in hemuniversity studying to be a
questions. One participant wasghemselves atthe level of HaitiansPastor” last Saturday (Oct. 24).new cell block 7 want to cooperateournalistand Laurais in grade two
emotional in his expression ofHe said that the work they areLiliany’s son Camilo accompaniedwith the guards to make their ownand made many new friends and is
thanks to Dr. Balseiro and thedoing will snowball: “| hope the me. He is now 18 so he can visilives easier. primed and ready for Halloween.
every Saturday. Unfortunately her Heraccommodations are betteWhen | accompanied her to buy a

c T T 8-year-old daughter Lauracanonlythen in Patio 6, as she has a bitostume, she initially wanted to
Blalr and BUSh face trlal for visitonce a month, which is a verybigger room with a tv, a bathroomget a striped prisoner costume, but
war Crimes sore point with all the prisonersand only one roommate, but noweventually got a princess outfit.

and is a rather cruel punishment.
h%hildren under three stay with their] .
others in prison, and then are
ken away and get only one four
ulg ur visita month untilthey are 18,
he guards were cooperative angl
iendly. Duringmy lastvisitin March
910, the guards threw me ou
because they had suddenly change
e rulesonthe documents I neede
aﬁxistime I breezed throughthe entl
cess but as usual | was x-raye(

The letters and phone calls
Liliany gets from us on the outside
are extremely important, and she
thanks us for them (but would like
more please).

PS: Regarding the Canada
Colombia Free Trade deal. On the
plane here, afellow passengerwas
bragging that his Canadian-
Colombian company’s stock had
increased in value over 60%,
making him wealthy. Atthat same

In the latest example of global condemnation of their policies, t
former leaders of Britain and the United States will be put on trial NOY.]
19-22 in the Malaysian capital of Kuala Lumpur. a

Charges are being brought against Tony Blairand George W. B
by the Kuala Lumpur War Crimes Commission (KLWCC). Havin
received complaints from war victimsin Irag in 2009, the Commissio
has conducted an in-depth investigation for two years, leading
formal charges against Bush, Blair and their associates.

The Iraq invasion in 2003 and its occupation resulted in the de
of an estimated 1.4 million Iragis. Countless others endured tortu
and untold hardship. Butto date, the international community has P

g ; : d, gone over with a wand ;; moment a Canadian company
acted on these crimes. The KLWCC was established in 2008 to proviiié 1ed . / Liliany Obando - | _
an avenue for victims to file their complaints and let them have th ﬁked' fingerprinted twice, had my _named Pacific Rubiales Energy in

shoes disassembled and sniffed byhe bunks are concrete slabs witflPuerto Gaitan is violently

in ;:r%ELSl;f?ﬁé?ﬁvziﬁgﬁ%Sf ?ﬁf?&ﬁg;;g;tggﬁzg%ﬂﬁ;?fr? (i e authorities once again changedells are locked down at 7 pmsoitvorkers union, just one of
P06 vdaleraneiie Uit Narions © iererardiema o Ay rules and now requweaspeCIflcreaIIyIlr_mts herpol|t|c_qlorgan|smg. numerous Canadlan companies

Th,eformerU.S.presidentandseven et s Iaoto, but fortunately the_local Typically for L|I|any, she_ domgthls.U_nlon leaders are being
are also charged with the war crime of torture: Donald Rumsfeld Difwy_ers group LAZO quickly challenged the “head” prisoner inshot and d|sa_ppeared every few
Cheney, Alberto Gonzales, David Addington, William Haynes' Ja9 tzy_ned this for me. . charge of the cell bl.ock, b_ecausedays. Colombla_lsacla.ssm case of
Bybee a{nd el VeraL ' ’ ' _L.|I|anyseemsto beln_very g_oodshe was cooperating .\_Nlth theWestgrn countries getting wealthy

This group are alleged to have formulated executive orders spirits even though she is now in alyuards too much. So Liliany hasstealing resources and cheap
violation of international conventions and laws, including theevenhlghersecuntycellblock. Ithadost her TV privileges controlled labour to support our first world
Convention against Torture 1984, Geneva Convention Ill 1949, i _daylight, even the yard isby this prisoner overseer. economy. It is obvious who is
Uriveresl DederEian @ Human’ Rights and the United Nati(’)n nclosed. Atone pomtlcomment_ed Like my Ias'g visits, it appears benefiting fromthe Fre_eTra_dedeaI.
Charter, in relation to the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. They are al t the heavy rain they are havmgha_t _Colombian unions and From Bogota, Kevin Neish
accuseé of authorising acts of torture and cruel, degrading aﬁdlterrlblg. She _repl_led that sheactivists, other than the brave Letters can be sent to L|_I|any
AP s v ' enjoyed it when it ramed hard, a3.AZO IaV\_/yers,are scaredto cpmeOband(_), TD-065593, Patio 7,

Freirelwll belekl s il KualaLumpurWarCrimesTribunaIthenShe canhearitfallingon her_celd:lpseto Liliany due to fears of rightReclusion de Mujeres, Buena
which includes retired Malaysian Federal Court judge Dato’ Abd lock roof, giving her_ contact with wing retaliation. Sh_e has alr_nosIPastor, Cra. 47, No. 84-25,
Kadir Sulaiman. e outd;)orlsthNot_belng able ;[)o segm out oféegatl opt|on|s.. A final Bo_lgt(])taa.Coltomble orh !

: g 3 m g z e sun, feeltherain oreven abreez8upreme Court appeal is coming e direct number for her ce

an;rg)? Eébggghlssecé) gfédgcr,?:\j,&gg dg]g];rcﬁgrsncéinvflﬁl' blg ?rigy:dntirt]h{%} érterrible added punishment. soon, a.n.d if lost, that pould leaveblock yard. phone is 011;57—1-
CERS RegisterofWarCrirﬁinalsand publicised worldweide. . here are only 27 other prisonergust waiting for her trial to end. 5300702; just ask for Liliany
inher new cellblock, whichmeasuressveryone else who was arreste@®bando, “por favor”.e

day in a court of law. vgldrug dog. I almost didn’t get in asa thin foam mattress. The patio Buppressing the Colombian oil
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Greek coalition to impose “dead-end policies”

Special to PV, with files loans to Greece, which were A spokesperson for German In a statement from its mediainterventions of the leaders of the
from the Morning Star (UK) Suspended when outgoing Primé&Chancellor Angela Merkel office, the KKE said the EU and other mechanisms of
Minister George Papandreouacknowledged that she hadsafeguardingofthe nextinstalmentapital...

Greece’s “establishment” announced plans to hold areceived a grovelling phone callofinternational loansis “the pretext  “In opposition to this extremely
parties began emergency talks ofeferendum on the bailout. Pollsfrom Papandreou thanking her forto justify the formation of an open hostile alliance of the bourgeois
Nov. 7 to set up a coalition toindicated that the public would her“close and good co-operationcoalition government of PASOK- parties, the people must pose right
impose more “austerity” measureshave rejected the EU debt dealwith Greece in recent weeks. TheND and other parties of the systemnow their own popular alliance and
The PASOK (“Socialist”) and possibly leading to Greecespokesperson added: “We ardhis is the demand of the Greelkcounterattack to erect obstacles
right-wing New Democracy partieswithdrawing from the eurozone counting on the incoming plutocracy and the EU. Their goaland ruin their reactionary plans.
have agreed to form a “nationaland defaulting on its debts, causingransitional government is not to save the people but torhis open governmental alliance
unity government”whichwillrule heavy losses for French andmplementing, and implementing subjugate them... The people cashows their difficulties and fear of
untilearlyin2012, butthe EuropeanGerman banks. fully, the decisions from Brussels.” see with their own eyes the blatanthe people, their emancipation and
Union and IMF are pressing to organization.
delay elections for two years. ; r “The capitalist crisis in Greece

Despite partisan differences, and the Eurozone is deepening,
the parties agree on further slashin competition inside and outside
of social security and public-secto the EU is sharpening, and for this
salaries in return for a 130 billion reason their parties and
euro bailout deal, and a partial deb mechanisms are escalating their
write-off by banks whose recklesd war against the peoples. The
speculation plunged the eurozon people should not be afraid of the
into economic crisis. / EU, the monopolies. On the

Greek Communist Party leader contrary it must utilise their crisis,
Aleka Papariga said the parties, their contradictions to fight
“dead-end” policies represent “the them... The salaried workers, the
plutocracy and the EU”, not the self-employed, the poor farmers,
public. Opinion polls suggest ove the youth must raise their heads
90 per cent of the population up decisively in the workplaces,
oppose the assault on the publi in the neighbourhoods,
sector. proclaiming their determination to

“This government will not be put an end to the sacrifices for the
for a few weeks only,” warned profits of capital, the protection

Papariga. “Theyintend to drag it of the EU and the Euro#
on for as long as possible. But

evenifitis for afew weeks it will “ . ”
take measures which concernthe T h I d h K K E
living standards and the rights e peop e are Owe eve ryt Ing1 SayS
of the people for atleast 10to 15
years... We call on the working As Greece spiralled towardserve the plutocracy, as well as Regardingthe difficulties which alliance and the business groups
class, the popular strata to casthaos in early November, the mairthose parties which foster illusionsthe bourgeois parties are facingis intensifying to threatening levels.
down this government with their organized force resisting capitalisemongst the people that anothegshe commented, “They are in aThe bourgeois political parties and
struggle as quickly as possible austerity plans was the Greekgovernment with participation of difficult position because due totheir partners are afraid that the
to make its life difficult, to utilise Communist Party (KKE), which these parties will solve the problemthe crisis, the competition betweercoherence of the bourgeois class
whatever difficulties the new demanded new elections prior to “We do not conceal from the member-states of the predatoritself will be split.”e®
alliance government has and tany final agreement. anyone the fact that the class
shorten its stay as far as Onthe evening of Friday, Nov. Struggle must be directed toward
possible, before final decisions4, the KKE organized a huge mas§ne single goal, the acquisition o
are made, and to imposerallyin Syntagma Square, outsidevorking class power, a powerfe
elections.” the Parliament in Athens. Thewhich serves the working clas
New Democracy leader Antonisdemonstration took place a fewand the other popular strata. |
Samaras had previously called fohours before a vote of confidence “Theyare lying thatthe timeline [SESSESS
immediate elections, beforeonthe PASOK government, whichimposes the voting of the loanf =i/ 2g
withdrawing this demand underpromised to seek wider consensuggreement before an eIection.W
“strong pressure” from EU chiefs. with the bourgeois parties. Thedemand a caretaker governme
Negotiators suggested that thggovernmentwas backed by its owrnd elections in 20 days so that the &
coalition could be headed bymembers,with 153 votes, while 1470eople will be able to express thei
former European Central Bankvicefrom other parties voted “no”, willwith theirvote. The controlled
president Lucas Papademos tincluding the KKE's21 MPs.  bankruptcy has already bee
ensure it met the bank’s demands. The main speaker at the rallyagreed, while there exists a seriouss
EU finance ministers meton Nov.was KKE leader Aleka Papariga,possibility of an uncontrolled &=
6 to decide whether to send thavho said bluntly, “Down with the bankruptcy, which has not beerjgss
next batch of previously agreedgovernment and the parties whicteancelled out by the package
agreed with the EU.” . . o .
| ) ) | Inreference to the nextelections:rhe historic U.kralnlan LabouETempIe in Winnipeg; note_thg detail
Four Directions Wa|k to End Poverty Papariganoted:“Theelectionswillonhe revolutionary slogan, "Workers of the World Unite
take place in an atmosphere of the

most unprecedented intimidation, Ukra"n"an Labour Temple declared

with the so-called support

packages of the EU and the threat National Historic Site

of an uncontrolled bankruptcy at

its epicentre, in an atmosphere 0 -

inteﬁse anti-communis?n andIDV Manitoba Bureau

provocations which are the Winnipeg's Ukrainian Labour Temple will be officially declared a
vehicles to put the people in theNational Historic site on November 19. The ceremony is free to attend,
position of the supplicant. starting at 3 pm with the singing of the Internationale.

“What do we mean by anti- Locatedat591 Pritchard Ave., the ULT was completed in 1919, after
communism? Physical attacks orthe banning of socialist organizations in 1918. The building served as a
communists and other militants.meeting place inthe North End for workers during the Winnipeg General
Extortions so that we changeStrike, and became a centre for left activities.
orientation and become a party of During the Second World War, the ULT was confiscated by the
the system. The support andederal government after the Ukrainian Labour-Farmer Temple
More than 100 people rallied at the Manitoba legislature on funding of anti-communist Associationwas banned. Itwas givento an anti-communist “nationalist”
October 22 as part of the Four Directions Walk to End Poverty in  propaganda, fascist mechanismglkrainian group totally opposed to the policies of the ULFTA, until it
Manitoba, the largestin fouryears. Some walked from Winnipeg's ~ which will carry out the dirty work was returned shortly after the war.
perimeter from four directions, and more joined along the way. sothatthe bourgeois parties are not The federal board responsible for the designation notes that the ULT
“The problems have been studied long enough..., the problemis  officially exposed. We state, youserved as “a headquarters for several national organizations that provided
that there are not enough jobs, and the pay is not high enough,”  cannotbreak us, we are too tough.2ducational, mutual aid, charitable and other services while seeking to
said Cheryl-Anne Carr, one of the organizers. “The problemisthe In relation to the new loan forward the goals of socialism and organized labour through publications
province wants to keep people poor sothatthere’sahuge poolof agreement, Papariga said, “Theand meetings for left-wing instruction, debate and strategizing.”
labourthat's frightened and can be used to keepwagesdown,and  money which they allegedly are Mathew Popowich, aged 28in 1918, led the efforts to build the ULT.
prices high. There’s a shortage of housing, there’s a shortage of ~ giving us is in fact our money, it In 1921, he was a delegate to the Communist Party’s founding convention
education spaces.” The walk was supported by several groups, comes from the toil of the people.in Guelph. The first Ukrainian translation of Karl MarCapital was
including FemRev (Winnipeg), Occupy Winnipeg, Action 1:21, The people do not owe anythingcompleted and printed in Winnipeg, and the city’s North End elected
and church-based soup kitchens The Urban and Feed my Lambs.  in fact they are owed everything.”North America’s first communist city councillor in 1936.
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Which direction for the OFL?

: of Action. Escalating proteststhousands of people into the street

By Liz Rowley included one-day strikes and On the other hand, there ar

The Ontario Federation of demonstrationsled by local Labourunions dominated by leaders whd ’
Labour meets Nov. 21-25 inCouncils and community-basedare fundamentally and Revolution Banquet: From
Toronto, but without the Ontario Days of Action committees aroundideologically opposed to massthe Russian Revolution to
Public Service Employees Unionthe province. Before they wereaction. They prefer to contractoutOccupy  Wall  Street,
(OPSEU), the Service Employeesabruptly ended, these verylabour's political aimstothe NDP international buffet, Latin
International Union (SEIU) and the effective tactics were on track foror the Liberals, and to approachAmerican music, guestspeaker
Ontario Nurses Associationprovince-wide Days of Actionthat governments cap-in-hand. TheyCPC leader Miguel Figueroa.
(ONA), whorefuse to pay up backcould have brought down thenarrow the role of unions to Sat.,Nov.12,doors6pm, Peretz
dues in a continuing struggle overHarris government. collective bargaining, and someCentre, 6184 Ash St. Ausp.
the OFL’s direction and Theright-wing forces opposedhave advocated concessions ifentre for Socialist Education,
leadership. this strategy, and brought inthe name of common cause wittickets $20. For details, call

The decision isn’t unanimous. Wayne Samuelson to putan end tthe employers in tough times.  Sam at604-254-9836.
One ofthe biggest OPSEU localsinnass political action by the OFL  During speaking engagementscOPE Election Office, at 585
the GTA opposes the boycottfor 12 years. The same forces are southern Ontario this month,E. Broadway. To volunteer for
calling for a united labour trying to cripple President Sid political commentator Michael the campaign or election day,
movement and a united fightRyan’s efforts to bu_||da_Common Parenti observeq that it's hard tdrop in or call 604-255-0400.
againstthe employer-governmentront of labour and its allies today.find the trade union movement in eft Film Niaht. screening of
attack onfree collective bargaining, This is the crucial questionthe UStoday because itissosmall.,‘W.II he R ng’ ist Pl 9
the right to strike and wages andacing OFL delegates: what kind ofDecades of unrelenting corporate Il the ca errorist Please
o : : tand Up,” rescheduled to 7
living standards. atrade union movementdoworkergovernment attacks, combine '

The decision to withhold duesisneed in the face of unprecedentedith a policy of concessions b m, Sun., Nov. 27, Centre for

S : P policy ; Y Socialist Education, 706 Clark

a continuing effort by the right- corporate and governmenttheleadership, have decimatedth r Admission b do’nation call
wing leadership of these unionsattacks? What kind of a fightbackonce powerful US labour 60.4—255—2041fgrdetails '
supported by like-minded leadersplan can win? movement. '
in Steel, Firefightersandthe Society Onthe one hand, thereareunions In Canada, most trade unions Edmonton. AB
of Professional Engineers. They aimand leaders that supportamobilizedejected concessions, recognizin
to create afinancial crisis and cripplemilitant OFL that takes the lead tothat collaboration with the Class Struggle from the
the OFL's ability to mobilize workers builda Common Front oflabour andemployers would strengthen theRussianRevolutionto Occupy
across the province, and to link ugitallies, to fightfor fullemployment, corporations, not workers. ThisWall Street, with CPC leader
with communities in mass, rising wages and living standardsexperience led to the birth of theMiguel Figueroa, 7:30-9 pm,
independent labour political action.strong social programs, affordableCAW as an independent Canadiarpat., Nov. 19, City Arts Centre

This struggle goes back to thehousing, labour and democraticunion, and arenewed movementfoPramaRoom, 10943 -84 Ave.,
1990s, when the Harrisrights, progressive tax reform. InCanadian autonomyanddemocracpear U of A campus. All
government’s attacks on unionshort, policies thatwill benefitlabour in the international unions. Ithelpedvelcome, organized by
rights, living standards, jobs andand the 99%, with the capacity tothat unions like CUPW, UE, CAw, Edmonton Club CPC.

social programs galvanized publicback up those demands with mas€UPE, Mine Mill and others had winni MB

anger and led to the Ontario Dayainited political action that puts strongand progressive Ieadership
fighting for class struggle policies Celebrate 90 years of the

P e a,ce CO n g reSS - resultedin stronger unions, strongePritchard Ave. Dinner-Politics-
collective agreements, and higheHistory-Culture, speaker CPC

NATO, and an aggressively pro-severe austerity measures - The attacks by Reagan,$15unemployed/students.Call

Zionist policy toward the Middle combined with massive military Thatcher and Mulroney in the '80s,586-7824.

and for mass independent labouCommunist Party, Sat., Dec.
organizations in Canada; wages and living standards inleader Miguel Figueroa. Tickets
East, the new Conservativespending increases... and by Mike Harris in the '90s,

continued from page 6

What's Left

Toronto, ON

Cafe Cuba, Fri.,Nov. 25,7 pm,
1482 Bathurst St., 4th Floor
(CUPE-OSSTF building), hear
Amanda Hale on her new book
Inthe Embrace of the Alligator,
and see the Cubandocumentary
“Well Paid Lies”, which shows
how the U.S. Interests Section
in Havanaattemptstoinfluence
Cuban artists. Free admission,
all welcome, sponsored by
Canadian Cuban Friendship
Association, call 416-410-8254.

Build the Peace Movement
Through Anti-Imperialist
Solidarity , Canadian Peace
Congress convention, Nov. 25-
26, atMetroHall, 55 John Street.
Conventionopens 7 pmNov. 25,
continues 10 am Nov. 26. For
information, please check
www.canadianpeacecongress.ca
orph.416-535-6586.

Celebrate 90 Years of
Struggle by Canada’s party
of socialism, Sat., Nov. 26,
GCDO Hall, 290A Danforth
Ave., (Chester subway).
Cocktails 6 pm, Dinner and
speakers 7 pm, live music
and dancing at 9 pm. Tickets
$20 ($10 unwaged; children
under 12 free). Auspices:
Toronto Committee CPC. For
tickets and info call 416-469-
2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT”, 3941 St-
Denis Street.

political action. This strategy 3,UkrainianLabour Temple,591
* Announced the introduction of Canada. $50waged (includestax credit),
government has: Peace and the survival of therequired the labour movement to

* Enthusiastically promoted and pIanetareconditioanuppnthe_at?ilityunite, and to work with allies to way, or even a global depressionconvention. Delegates must make
participated in the imperialistattackto overturn aggressive imperialismmount an effective fightback andand more job losses, privatizationtheir voices heard now for a strong,
on Libya, with a shameful vote of by the organized political and socialdefend interests of workers andand tax cuts for the corporationginited and militant OFL, leading

support by the government thatactions of the vast majority of theircommunities.

and the wealthy, more attacks omhe struggle to stop the corporate

had only one member opposinghumankind. Theforcesofpeaceand Today, OFL delegates mustlabour and democratic rights, anquggernaut and to champion a
and 307 (including the entire NDPhuman progress in all continentsdecide between two directions: unity,impoverishment and insecurity forpeople’s agenda for Ontario.

caucus) supporting;
* Announced its intention to poverty, lack of education andto a counter-offensive to curb
secure rights to build military basesunemployment and abuse of theorporate power and Big Business

declare that hunger, diseasesolidarity and mass action, movingthe 99%, the answer shouldbeclear. (Liz Rowley is the Ontario
It's a long time until the next leader of the Communist Party.)

in countries around the world;  environmentcan never be solved bgovernments? Or, more studies, more
*Indicated itwill pursue a policy of militarism, wars of aggression andiobbying, and more cap-in-hands
militarization in the Arctic, occupation that perpetuate thehat were a main feature of thg
combined with the development ofdominance of a few powerful Samuelson decade, when the OF|
shipping routes and resourcémperialiststates overallofhumanity.was virtually invisible as massive
extractionindustriesinthatregion; The basic necessities of life andob losses and plant closures rackefl
* Overseen espionage projects byiauman happiness can only behe province, stealing our livelihoods
military intelligence against achieved in a society that eradand our futures?

aboriginal peoples and icates all of the causes of wer. With a deep recession on the

People'svoice deadlines

Deember 1-31 issue: Thursday, Nov. 17
January 1-31 issue:Thursday, Dec. 15
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Revolution
from the

South

2012 People’s
Voice Calendar '

honouring the centennials of the ANC

and the Communist Party of Chile

Now available, $5 plus $2 shipping, from

People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive,Vancouver, BC, V5L 3]1
For info on bulk orders, call 604-254-9836 or email pvoice@telus.net

Celebrate 90 Years of
Struggle by Canada’s
party of socialism

Saturday, November 26
GCDO Hall, 290A Danforth Ave.,
Toronto (Chester subway)

6 pm - Cocktails
7 pm - Dinner and Speakers
9 pm - Live Music and Dancing

Tickets: $20 or $10 unwaged; children under 12 fr

Auspices: Toronto Committee,
Communist Party of Canada
Ticketsandinfo: 416-469-2446
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Taking liberties with "national security”

B able to see the secret “case” againstitimately understood in this “western” economies. That low play The Next Great Evil. While

y Matthew Behrens, > . = : X :

October 24. 2011 them,WereS|m|Iar_Iya_b$ent. country. chh a closed, circularanking is Ilker not becausedlffe_rentgroups are being tried on
’ Each of those individuals wasworld logically produces a Canadahasdedicated closeto$130r size and traction - the Haggani

Just after Thanksgiving, morethan capable of delivering arCanadian military that names Firstbillion in subsidizing its national Network in Pakistan has been the
Montreal’'s Westin Hotel played eloquent assessment of théNations advocates threats tcsecurity industry over the pastsubject of numerous auditions,
host to a gathering of high-conference theme - indeed, thenational security and explains whydecade. Based on its appallingloated before the press like ataste
powered Federal Court judgespames and stories of those whahe Canadian financialintelligencerecord of falsely labelling countlesstest - there are always old standbys
NGO heads, lawyers, academicshave suffered afundamental denialinit FINTRAC was found recently individuals security risks, it's like Iran. Prime Minister Stephen
and members of Canada’s tortureef rights at the hands of Canadiano have tarred environmentalistsdoubtful that Canada’s spiesHarper recently condemned the
complicit spy service, CSIS. authoritiesinthe pastdecade couldnd animal rights activists aswould actually recognize a realrecent alleged plot by Iranian
Coming together under thefill volumes. But conference terrorists in their online tutorials. terrorist if they saw one. Theyagents to assassinate the Saudi
predictably dry title “Terrorism, organizersinstead broughtin CSIS Inasimilarvein, itwillcome as certainly have not made moves teAmbassador in Washington (and
Lawand Democracy: 10years afteAssistant Director of Intelligence no surprise that most mainstreanarrest Dick Cheney or George Walso claimed that Tehran now
9/11,” the conference sought toRaymond Boisvert, and formermedia outlets buy into such narronBush during their Canadian visits,represents the most “significant
determine “whether Canadian lawCSIS Director Jim Judd (whoinonenarratives. Most reportersdespite proud admissions thattheyhreat” to the world), yet failed to
has successfully preservedwikileaks-released documentassigned to the national securityauthorized torture. mention that the Obama
fundamental rights and values of Ultimately, the national security administration is running anillegal,
substantive and proceduraljustic«Canadians Abdullah Almalki, Ahmad El Maati, and lensmovesdepending on politicalglobal assassination campaign
while atthe s_ame”time contributingMuayyed Nureddin, who were found by a federal expediency. Noclearerexample cansing aerial drones and Hellfire
toanti-terrorism.” - __inquirv to have been tortured with the complicity of befqundthan |_nth_e on-agaln,o_ff-mlssHes that have_ (_:_Ialn_wed

This  collegial-sounding quiry . . ) p Y again demonization/friendship countless hundreds of civilian lives
gathering - entry to which was Canadian government agencies, including CSIS, were cycle with former Libyan dictator while violating the most basic rule
restricted to those who could shelnoton any of the panels. Nor were Abousfian Abdelrazik — Muammar Gaddafi, who one minuteof law precepts.
out the $895 entrance fee - appeaiand Omar Khadr, both tortured with CSIS complicity. — was the “mad dog of the Middle At a time when some NGO
to have been one of those periodic East” and the next a generous hosepresentatives lament what they
gabfestswhere elite representativeements Canadians’ “paroxysmsbeat are not physically embeddedor the extraordinary rendition to term “torture fatigue” and “national
determine the responsible manneof moral outrage” over the humanwithin the RCMP and CSIS in thetorture program for agents of thesecurity fatigue” - a feeling that
inwhich the rest of us will perceiverights abuses committed by hisway those covering theU.S., U.K. and Canada. Indeedpeople have heard enough about
terms like “terrorism” and “national organization). occupation of Afghanistan seemwhile CSIS spokespeople grabbedhese horror stories and simply want
security”. Importantly, attendees Itmusthave beenanoddsighttdo become stenographers for théheir muffins and shared small talkto move forward, as Barack Obama
were safely insulated from the mostvitness those CSIS veteransCanadian military. Buttheytendtowith their Montreal conferees apledged to do when he refused to
compelling voices of the past 10sharing a polite panel discussiorwrite as if they were, buying thefew weeks back, Human Rightsconsider exposure and prosecution
years: those who have beemith critics of human rights abusesassumptions created andWNatch revealed that Canadiarof Bushadministration criminality -
victimized by numerous conferencesuch as of Amnesty Internationalsustained by those who benefititizen Mustafa Krer had beenit’s important to remind ourselves
participants. The latter includedCanada’s Alex Neve, and themost from them while generally detained, interrogated, andthat such violations are not a
judges who have presided oveCanadian Civil Liberties ignoring the fact that thesetortured in Libya for eight years, consequence of or reaction to
secret hearings, spies whoséssociation’s Nathalie des Rosiersagencies have a historical profileand that CSIS agents had flowrevents of ten years ago, but are
organization falsely labelsOne wonders if either of themthat reads “pathological liar.” overtotake partinthe interrogationgrounded in historical patterns and
individuals security threats, anddirectly challenged the CSIS men, Witness the Canadian media’son at least three occasions. power dynamics that continue to
academics who produce paperperhaps asking why there has beewall-to-wall coverage of the 10th  Gaddafiis now out of the picture,evolve. We neglect them at our
defending arbitrary detention.  no apology, no compensation, an@nniversary of the Sept. 11, 20050 new arrangements will have taperil.

Indeed, Canadians Abdullahno systemic changes in CSIS tderrorist attacks, which occurred inbe made. With the apparentdecline (This column first appeared on
Almalki, Ahmad EI Maati, and preventthe kind of torture sufferedanother country. The event allowedf Al-Qaeda - some analysts clainthe Rabble.ca website. Behrens is
Muayyed Nureddin, who threenot only by the above-mentionedmany journalists to step outside othe organizationwillbe kaputwithin a freelance writer and social
years ago this month were found bynen, but by numerous others.  their proudly professed neutralityl8 months - those whose jobjustice advocate who coordinates
a secretive federal inquiry to have Equallyimportant, did conferenceand share their feelings aboutequires an enemy are desperateljne Homes not Bombs non-violent
beentortured with the complicity of organizers and participants consideinaving “been there.” But the 10thsearching for an understudy todirect action network.p
Canadian government agencieshe manner in which the scandalanniversary ofthe U.S.-led terrorist
including CSIS, were noton any ofplagued CSIS is accorded aattacks against Afghanistan thd o = *
the panels. Nor were Abousfiansignificant degree of legitimization following month failed to elicit -
Abdelrazik and Omar Khadr, bothand acceptance by having itssignificant coverage, much less
tortured with CSIS complicity. heavyweights appearing at such aympathy, especially for the
Benamar Benatta, an Algeriangathering? Or that those who havéhousands killed in aerial bombing
refugee rendered to torture bybeen targeted, such as Maher Arastrikes in the first months of the
Canadian hands on Sept. 12, 2005y Adil Charkoui, suffer an equal invasion or those who continue td
wasn't there to talk about how hisdegree of de-legitimization by notdie under the drone strikes or roti
Charter rights had been violatednviting them onto the agenda? that country’s torture chambers. [RS8
either, norwere Adil Charkaouiand ~ As with any important political ~ While the Canadian media
Hassan Almrei, whose bogus secrdssue, who sits at the table of suclembeds got caught up in an exercig 4B
trial security certificates were finally conferences generally determinesf group-feel and the endless “cal - 1“*’”
quashed after a decade-longhe scope of the discussion. Inthist happen here” scenarios, fe el
struggle. Mohammad Mahjoub,instance, the absence of key voicelsothered to note that the 201 '
Mahmoud Jaballah, and Mohamedaises significantissues about howrerrorism Risk Index ranks Canad F;'- H /
Harkat, who are still facing the never-defined term “nationalas 86 out of 197 countries for risk of== e
deportation to torture without beingsecurity” is framed, filtered, and terrorism, and the lowest of The real "security threats” to our planet are the leaders of the

U.S.and other imperialist powers which launch wars of military
aggression and occupation.(PV file photo: Ed Bil)
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NOT FOR PROFITS! New persecution against solidarity

activists in Europe

Every issue of PeorLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

The persecution of political activists who help build solidafity
I . ! POt
| with struggles for social justice and freedom took another turn far the
worse recently in Denmark.
| Anton Nielsen is a Danish communist who is president off the
| Horseroad-Stuffhof Association, which includes political prisoners
| who opposed the regime which collaborated with the Nazi occupgtion
| forces during the Second World War. Nielsen has been sentenced to
O $30 for 1 year [ $50 for 2 years six months in prison for collecting and sending funds to support
. Y . ) Y | humanitarian work done by the Popular Front for the Liberation of
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year | o : - L
) ' Palestine in the occupied Palestinian territories of West Bank and Gaza.

U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year : Another communist, Viggo Tofte-Joergensen, a leader of the

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Danish carpenters’ union, has also been convicted of supporting the
FARC, which has led adecades-long resistance struggle in Colombia.
A statement issued on Oct. 22 by several European communist
parties warns that “inclusion of these two organizations on the list
of “terrorist groups’ of the European Union is a way of criminalizing
those who show their solidarity with the just struggle of the Palest|nian
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice, and Colombian peoples for their rights, freedom and socialism. We
hat fiaht s f ki | 706 Clark Drive. Vancouver BC. V5L 3J1 derr_Iand the |m_med|ate acquittal and_ the Wl_thdrayva}l of_aII charges
that fight s for working people— on ' ’ ’ againstthe Danish comrades and the immediate elimination of the EU

every p age—in every issue! 1 2o | list of terrorist organizationss#

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
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