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VDLC delegates call to keep
heat on federal Liberals

By Peter Marcus

The Vancouver and District Labour Council monthly meeting was
held on October 20, one day after the Trudeau Liberals won a majority
in the federal election, defeating Stephen Harper’s Conservatives and
relegating Mulcair’s NDP to third place. There were mixed feelings about
the election, as most delegates are NDP supporters but were relieved that
the Harper regime was defeated. There was general agreement that the
Liberals will be held to account for their promises, and the labour
movement will push to eliminate anti-labour legislation, such as Bill
C377 which requires all union bodies to disclose their finances, and
other right-wing legislation, like the anti-democratic Bill C51.

The pizza educational held before the meeting hosted Deborah
Littman, representing the Metro Vancouver Alliance. She talked about
building community coalitions to fight for all sorts of issues, including
labour issues. One example was the Inglewood Care Center in West
Vancouver, whose ownership was constantly flipped in order to keep
out the union. The Alliance made contact with local churches which
were connected to staff and residents, gaining support and winning a
five year contract for workers, and stability for staff and residents.

The lockout at BCAA. continues, with picket lines going 24/7 in
Burnaby at 5590 Goring Ave., near Holdom Skytrain station. And the
TSSU dispute continues at Simon Fraser University, although it hasn’t
yet transformed into a picket line. The CUPE national convention opens
on November 2 at the Vancouver Convention Centre; Paul Moist is
stepping down, and a new president will be elected. On Thursday, Nov.
5, delegates will take their lunch break to join a march for the National
Day of Action on Climate Change. ●

Based on files from the UK
Morning Star newspaper,
(www.morningstaronline.uk),
October 23-24, 2015

Portugal’s left has reacted
angrily after President Anibal
Cavaco Silva  asked pro-austerity
parties to form a minority

Portugal: President asks right to form
government despite left majority

government.
The outgoing coalition of the

Social Democratic Party (PSD)
and the CDS People’s Party lost
its parliamentary majority in the
October 4 elections, dropping 11%
in votes and 22 seats, reduced to
107 out of 230.

Prime Minister Pedro Passos

Coelho’s government became
unpopular after it implemented an
EU-dictated programme of savage
austerity cuts in return for a 78
billion Euro  debt bailout.

The opposition includes the
Socialist Party (PS), which gained
12 seats, up to 86; the Left Bloc
(BE), up 11 to take 19 seats; and

the Democratic Unity Coalition
(the Portuguese Communist Party
and the Ecologist Party) which
gained one new seat, up to 17.
With a total of 122 seats, this group
of parties is willing to form a
coalition administration.

But on Oct. 22, the President
asked the PSD-CDS alliance to
form a minority government, flying
in the face of the popular mandate
for a new government. He claimed
he could not give power to parties
opposing Portugal’s membership
of the euro - a reference to the
Communists and Left Bloc.

“Out of the EU and the euro-
zone, Portugal’s future would be
catastrophic,” Cavaco Silva
claimed, insisting that Portugal
risked losing what it had gained
after four years of belt-tightening.

Passos Coelho, who leads the
PSD, began forming his new
cabinet the next day. He says more
austerity measures are needed, but
the opposition vowed to use their
majority to bring down Coelho's
government by voting against his
four-year policy plan.

PS secretary-general Antonio
Costa accused the president of
triggering “a pointless political
crisis.” He said Cavaco Silva’s
decision was “unacceptable” and
only postponed the inevitable
victory of the left.

PCP parliamentary group
president Joao Oliveira said the
decision showed an “absolute
contempt” for the will of the
Portuguese people. He added that
it revealed the president’s “total
lack of impartiality” and disrespect
for the constitution.

The president’s hostility to
authorising a government dedi-
cated to easing austerity is backed
by other eurozone politicians.

Spanish Prime Minister
Mariano Rajoy claimed that a
government led by PS and backed
by the BE and PCP “would be the
first time in Portugal’s democratic
history that the party which won
the elections does not govern.”

His fellow conservative Ger-

Statement on the
announcement by the
President of the Republic
regarding the nomination
of the Prime Minister,
issued by the Portuguese
Communist Party, October
23, 2015

The announcement by Cavaco
Silva on the nomination of Passos
Coelho to form a government,
yet another episode of an assumed
confrontation with the Con-
stitution of the Portuguese
Republic that has governed the
mandates of the President of the
Republic and his course, deserves
the strongest condemnation.

Cavaco Silva did not just
behave as a mentor of the PSD/
CDS coalition, and used the office
he has been vested, to try to
redeem these parties from the
significant defeat they were
inflicted by the Portuguese
people.

Cavaco Silva overstepped his
functions, abused the preroga-
tives that are constitutionally
assigned to him, subverted the
foundations of the democratic
regime, assumed himself not as
President of the Republic but as
a representative of the PSD and
CDS in Belém [Palace] and
placed the country into a position
of humiliating foreign sub-
servience .

Portuguese CP condemns
abuses by President

We demand from Cavaco Silva,
while President of the Republic,
respect for the Constitution,
impartiality and statesmanship, not
comments about the legitimacy of
the parties and their political
action, let alone giving voice to
anti-democratic concepts and
making judgments on the intents
of others.

It is intolerable that Cavaco
Silva dare limit, using the functions
entrusted to him, about who may
or may not exercise governing
functions or responsibilities.

It is intolerable that Cavaco
Silva intends to impose political
options and government solutions
subject to the interests at whose
service he places himself, and in
confrontation with the con-
stitutional framework that he is
bound to obey.

It is intolerable that Cavaco
Silva assumes himself, not as the
guarantor of national sovereignty
and independence, but rather as a
defender of the financial markets,
the speculators, the interests of
transnational capital.

It is intolerable that Cavaco
Silva imply, as he strongly hinted,
an attitude of pressure and
blackmail on the MPs and the
choices they should make.

In this context and given his
announced decision, the President
of the Republic becomes respon-
sible for the position of

confrontation with the Consti-
tution, for the instability it creates
and the political and institutional
consequences therein resulting.

On the part of the PCP, Cavaco
Silva’s decision to nominate
Passos Coelho to form
government will founder in the
Assembly of the Republic with
the approval of a motion to reject
the government programme that
may be presented by PSD and
CDS. Thus lies open the
possibility of giving expression
to the will expressed by the
Portuguese people in the October
4 elections, putting an end to
policies of destruction,
impoverishment and national
decline.

As we have stated, PSD and
CDS have no conditions to
govern, there being a majority of
MPs in the Assembly which is
sufficient for the formation of a
government of the PS initiative,
which enables the presentation
of the Programme, its taking
office and the adoption of a policy
to ensure a lasting solution.

The PCP reaffirms its
commitment to fight for a policy
that responds to the rights of the
workers and the people, the rise
of their living conditions, the fight
against social injustice and
inequalities, the necessary
economic growth and an effective
employment policy  ●

man Chancellor Angela Merkel
voiced her opinion that a left-of-
centre coalition in Portugal would
be a “very negative development.”
Germany played a key role in
demanding that the Syriza-led
government of Greece surrender
to the forces of austerity last sum-
mer, over the opposition of a
majority of Greek voters. Neo-
liberalism is the EU official doc-
trine and any administration that
seeks to buck the trend will find all
the bloc’s institutions and gov-
ernment leaders ranged against it.

Like Greece, Portugal has
suffered because of eurozone
economic and monetary policies
designed to benefit Germany.
Nearly half a million people have
left the country since the 2011
election in search of a better life,
leaving behind a 12 per cent jobless
rate, a fifth of the population
existing below the poverty line
and national debt equating to 125
per cent of annual GDP.

Further austerity will worsen
working people’s living standards,
which is why Portuguese voters
plumped for something different
from the outgoing government’s
tax increases and cuts in pay,
pensions and vital public services.

Doubts still remain about the
sincerity of PS anti-austerity
protestations given that party’s
previous role in reducing workers’
pensions in 2011 in response to
creditors’ demands. But the gains
of the left parties reflect a clear
popular demand to ditch the
bankers’ austerity agenda. ●

Seen here, a man in a Che Guevara T-shirt at the Portuguese Communist Party’s Festa do
Avante. Held in Seixal, in the suburbs of Lisbon, the annual festival draws crowds of 200,000 on
the first weekend of September. As famous pop and rock bands perform on the festival’s main
stage, the horizon is dominated by red flags and communist symbols. This year, the festival took
place just weeks before national elections held on October 4, after a four-year term in office for
a right-wing coalition which slashed salaries and pensions. The unemployment rate is at 12.1%
and the number of people on the brink of poverty (19.5%) is the highest since 2004. In the
elections, the Democratic Unity Coalition led by the PCP received 446,000 votes, or 8.25%, up
from 7.9% in 2011.

The PCP's Joao Oliveira
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We are deeply saddened that
Sid Ryan will be leaving the helm
of the Ontario Federation of
Labour and want to take this
opportunity to recognize his many
efforts, over many years, to build
a strong and progressive labour
movement in our province.

Sid served as President of
CUPE Ontario from 1992 to 2009.
This was a period of political and
economic turbulence in Ontario
during which both private and
public sector workers faced
repeated assaults on their working
conditions and standards of living.

Whenever employers and
governments attacked, Sid’s
impulse was always to rally the
membership and fight back. He was
a courageous leader, who inspired
CUPE members to demand more
and better. He worked hard to raise
the expectations of workers and had
little patience for those who
advocated more cautious
approaches out of fear of possible
defeat.

Sid staunchly defended the

CUPE Ontario thanks Sid Ryan for
“decades of courageous leadership”

As reported in our previous issue, OFL President Sid Ryan
has announced that he will not run for re-election at the
federation’s upcoming convention. The following statement
has been issued by CUPE Ontario President Fred Hahn and
Secretary-Treasurer Candace Rennick.

collective bargaining rights of
CUPE members and gave his
active support to workers in every
contract dispute, working hard to
make sure that every CUPE local
in Ontario got the resources it
needed in the fight for fairness. He
pushed each successive Ontario
government to increase funding
for public services and was a fierce
opponent of every form of
privatization.

Under Sid’s leadership, CUPE

in Ontario became a visible force
for human rights and equity in
Canada and abroad, and he worked
hard to change CUPE’s internal
structures to give voice and
meaningful power to all the union’s
many constituencies.

Sid sought to make the Ontario
Federation of Labour a powerful
force of change for the benefit of
all workers: those who are
unionized, those who are not, those
who are off the job because of
injury, and those who are
unemployed. Through his three
terms as President, the OFL
became more visible, thanks in
large part to Sid’s leadership and
commitment to take on the key
issues of the day.

A true champion of working
people, a builder of our movement,
and a committed force for
progressive change, we commend
Sid for making this tough decision
about the upcoming convention,
which is another testament to his
leadership.

CUPE Ontario will work hard
to keep building a strong, dynamic
and democratic Ontario Federation
of Labour, for the good of our
members and all working people,
and to honour the contribution and
legacy of Brother Sid Ryan. ●

LABOUR VOICES:
"NDP lost election by
veering to the right"

This column by Sid Ryan, President of the Ontario
Federation of Labour, was published in the Postmedia
Network’s Sun newspapers on Sunday, October 25.

There were many factors that played into Liberal leader Justin
Trudeau’s unexpected majority government.

But in the opinion of this lifelong union activist and former NDP
candidate, neither the much-maligned niqab, nor cynical strategic
voting, played as much of a role in the NDP reversal of fortune as the
decision to abandon its social democratic roots.

When the NDP holds a post mortem on the 2015 federal election,
it can mark Tom Mulcair’s Aug. 25 visit to a small factory in London,
Ontario as the day its promising lead in the polls took a nose-dive. On
that fateful day, Mulcair shocked his political base by announcing the
NDP would deliver four years of balanced budgets, despite record
low borrowing rates and growing evidence that Canada was slipping
into another recession.

The Liberals pounced on this announcement, accusing the NDP of
adopting a “Stephen Harper budget” that would inevitably lead to
“severe austerity” measures. Trudeau countered with an ambitious
proposal to run an annual deficit of under $10 billion over three years
to finance a multi-billion dollar public infrastructure investment
program that would create thousands of jobs.

By thumbing his nose at the neo-liberal fiscal orthodoxy that has
gripped this nation for two decades, Trudeau boxed the NDP into the
same fiscal corner as the most unpopular prime minister in living
memory. Trudeau outflanked Mulcair just as Ontario Premier Kathleen
Wynne had done in last year’s Ontario election, when she masqueraded
as more left than Andrea Horwath’s NDP.

Fool me once, as the saying goes.
It was a masterful play that came at a time when the polls were

reporting that 70% of Canadians were looking for change and many
were considering the NDP.

This NDP budgetary misstep also revealed an inherent
contradiction in Mulcair’s plan that undermined other popular planks
in the NDP platform. In particular, it gave rise to closer inspection of
the crown jewel of the NDP platform – a $15-per-day universal
childcare program. What became apparent was that the protracted
eight-year roll out for these one million childcare spaces was a direct
result of Mulcair’s self-imposed fiscal constraints and his reticence
to increase taxes on the wealthy.

In essence, the message to voters was one of fiscal conservatism
over progressive public policy. Suddenly, the Liberals, not the NDP,
were able to present themselves as the agents of “real change”.

Many NDP members are asking themselves why their party tried
to win government by accepting the campaign strategy of its opponents,
rather than seeking to redefine politics.

Early in the marathon election campaign, Conservative-weary
voters proved they were ready for some risk taking. Early polls
rewarded the NDP for adopting a principled opposition to Bill C51,
committing to a $15 federal minimum wage and calling for the
abolition of the Senate. It was not the time to quit while they were
ahead, or to be coy about their core values as social democrats, not
when most voters were looking for bold change.

South of the border, Democratic presidential candidate Bernie
Sanders is making headlines and inspiring a generation with a bold
critique of capitalism. Across the pond, the moribund U.K. Labour
Party has been reinvigorated with the election of Jeremy Corbyn and
hisunapologetic advocacy for a “return to the welfare state.”

New Democrats would be wise to wrap themselves in their social
democratic values, rather than going to such great pains to disguise
them.

This election served as a stark reminder that the NDP path to
electoral success is inextricably tied to the courage of the party’s
convictions. ●

Sid Ryan at the 2011 OFL
Convention. (Photo: Ed Bil)

PV Montreal Bureau

The Front Commun (Common
Front) of public sector trade unions
in Quebec stepped up workplace
actions in late October with a
rotating strike across the province,
as negotiations with the Couillard
Liberal government remain stalled.
The actions are the first in a
sequence of escalation including
one-day strikes and walkouts.

The Front Commun is a long-
standing tactic of public sector
unions of Quebec going back to
the 1970s. This year’s alliance
brings together labour org-
anizations representing more than
400,000 workers in the health
systems and social services,
education, higher education and
the public service of Quebec. The
rotating strike involves teachers,
care professionals, professionals,
technicians, support and admin-
istrative staff, as well as workers
and officials in health institutions,
social services, school boards,
colleges, government agencies and
the public service.

The strike actions follow one of
the largest recent mobilizations of
trade unionists in Quebec and
Canada at the beginning of
October. That’s when 150,000
people from across Quebec filled
the streets of Montreal, rallying
behind the banner of the Front
Commun and against austerity
cuts. The following week over a
hundred unionists occupied the
offices of the tax and financial
advisory firm KPMG, to highlight
the issue of corporate tax evasion
and massive bank profits.

For its part, the government
appears to be digging in its heels.
The workers’ contracts expired at
the end of March and negotiations
remain at a deadlock. Members
recently gave their unions a six-
day strike mandate which will

initially impact all regions of
Quebec over a two-week period.

The main sticking points
include a package of austerity cuts
imposed on the public sector,
including a 2-year wage freeze
and pension cuts.  If negotiations

remain stuck, an additional two
day strike is planned for November
9. A Quebec national-wide three-
day strike is planned on December
1, 2, and 3. Speaking to the press,
union officials said they hoped the
strike will be like a “giant
toothache” for the government.

“It’s the intransigence of the
government forcing us to use the
strike as a last resort,” Daniel
Boyer, president of the FTQ
(Quebec Federation of Labour)
said in a media release. “We used,
to date, all the means at our
disposal; we have gathered more
than 150,000 people in the streets
of Montreal, we have shown
openness and good faith at the
bargaining table, but despite this,
government negotiators still have
no mandates to advance the
negotiations.”

“The government is showing
an alarming irresponsibility,” said
Jacques Létourneau, president of
the CSN (Confederation of
National Trade Unions). “They
are proposing a totally unrealistic
financial framework which will
result in massive cuts in all our
public networks. Meanwhile, the
government is carrying out unpre-
cedented attacks on the working

conditions of its employees which
not only undermine their ability to
deliver quality services, but might
cause dramatic loss of expertise in
our public networks. The entire
population of Quebec who
wouldsuffer the consequences.
That’s why we are on strike starting
tomorrow: to stop this demolition,
caused by the Liberal Party, now.”

In its briefings on negotiations
the Front Commun have high-
lighted a series of areas of
particular concern: wages, pen-
sions, pay equity, regional
disparities, as well as work
organization and quality of work
life. Other issues including out-
sourcing and privatization, job
security, renewal of the workforce,
and professional autonomy.

Speaking to People’s Voice,
Pierre Fontaine leader of the Parti
Communiste du Quebec, noted that
the government has proposed a
two year wage freeze, followed by
one percent by year for the
remaining three years. Fontaine
agreed with the Front Commun’s
assessment that this proposal will
have a harsh impact on their
members. Because of successive
neo-liberal cutbacks, the Front
Commun cites a growing pay
differential between Quebec
provincial employees and that of
federal and municipal workers in
the rest of Canada.

“But perhaps more importantly,
while a certain perception exists
that public sector workers receive
better wages than their counter-
parts in the private sector, it is now
proven by official government
statistics that public sector wages,
for comparable work, are seven
percent below the private sector,”
Fontaine said.  “If the govern-
ment’s current proposal for a wage
freeze is adopted, the gap will
widen to 15 percent.”

“Compared to Ontario, Quebec

was relatively industrially under-
developed because of national
oppression,” Fontaine added.
“With the Quite Revolution, the
public sector was massively and
quickly expanded. At the same
time, in the 1960s, the workers
were organized.  Like negotiations
in the manufacturing sector in
Ontario, such as auto, which have
historically influenced wages for
the rest of the working class across
the province, public sector
negotiations in Quebec have been
similarly significant.

“To this day, the public sector
in Quebec has a higher rate of
unionization than the private
sector. Almost all public sector
workers are in a union. This

compares to no more than twenty
percent in the private sector.  The
pattern of negotiations and what is
adopted by the public sector
indirectly effects the negotiations
for all workers across the province,
almost like national-level nego-
tiations as exists in some countries.

“Unless the Front Commun is
able to reverse this trend with its
current strike, there will be a
significant downward pressure on
the wages of all the working class
in Quebec,” Fontaine said. “This
is what is at stake and why, together
with the question of the dangerous
reduction of public services, the
PCQ is calling for strong and broad
public support of the Front
Commun strikes this autumn.” ●

Common Front launches rotating strikes across Quebec
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Unfair elections must change
Yet another unfair election is over, and once again, the only party

with real power to change things also has the least incentive to make
democratic electoral reforms. That’s because Justin Trudeau’s Liberals
won a comfortable 184-154 majority over the combined opposition
parties, despite receiving only 39.5% of the popular vote. Meanwhile,
the NDP received almost 3.5 million votes, half of the Liberal total,
but less than one quarter as many seats (44). The Green Party’s
606,000 votes elected just one MP, while the Bloc Quebecois got
819,000 votes and enters the next parliament with 10 seats.

Even these numbers are warped, since the first-past-the-post
system encourages voters to pick candidates who might not share
their views and policies. Both the NDP and the Greens were
affected by “strategic voting”, as many people cast a ballot for
Liberals deemed more likely to defeat the Harper Tories.

The lack of proportional representation also skews downward
the level of support for smaller parties, including the Communist
Party of Canada, which has elected MPs and provincial members in
the past. If casting a ballot for the Communists would help to elect
some candidates, the results might resemble the Student Vote
initiative, which usually sees about 3% of students vote Communist
where the party is on the ballot. Under a full proportional
representation system, that could translate into about ten seats in
Parliament.

The new PM campaigned on a promise to end the “winner take
all” system, but that won’t happen without mass pressure from
Canadians who want to ditch ”first-past-the-post” in favour of
proportional representation. Other democratic reforms are also
necessary, such as much lower spending limits and fair access to the
mass media for all parties. Let’s make the best of it what might be
a small window of opportunity to press for electoral reform.

The RCMP: a national disgrace
An investigation into the RCMP’s treatment of indigenous woman

and girls in northern BC will present its interim findings this month,
dealing with allegations around excessive use of force, rape, and
mishandling of missing-persons cases. The Civilian Review and
Complaints Commission, the civilian watchdog that oversees the
RCMP, began its probe over two years ago in response to a 2013
Human Rights Watch report raising accusations of strip searches,
attacks by police dogs, and widespread sexual abuse.

Such accusations, unfortunately, are nothing new for the RCMP,
or indeed for provincial and municipal police forces in Canada. But
this particular report should make it clear yet again that such abuses
are not the fault of “a few bad apples” - they are a product of the
colonial capitalist power structures which are the framework of the
Canadian state. The underlying impulse behind the formation of
Canada has always been the forcible theft of the lands and resources
of its original inhabitants, a process which has historically been
justified by the racist ideology of white supremacy.

Anyone who believes the “few bad apples” concept should read
“An Unauthorized History of the RCMP,” the classic book by Lorne
Brown and Caroline Brown, which provides ample detail about the
Mounties’ true record of smashing aboriginal resistance, breaking
strikes, infiltrating radical movements, etc. In recent years, the
viciously misogynist nature of this paramilitary organization has
been fully exposed by the RCMP’s reluctance to take serious action
on the crimes against aboriginal women and girls, and by the
lawsuits filed by hundreds of female former officers who faced
brutal sexist harassment and abuse.

It’s time to discard the myth of the red-coated good guys who
always get their man. This police force is a menace to the peoples
of Canada, and their musical ride should be shut down permanently.

By Baldev Padam, Brampton

It isn’t easy to interpret
emotions in words, or to record
the same as an entry in a journal,
because emotions can’t be rolled
up and kept on book shelves.

After landing here, like so many
others, I haven’t lost the love for
India, the country of my origin.
But the warmth, care and attention
that Canada’s affable society
provided me and my family, though
not easy to explain, is unique,
something both temporal and
spiritual. We have come to love
Canada as our new home!

But that wasn’t the story always.
Our ancestors who landed here
earlier weren’t always welcomed
this way.

Canada became a favourite
destination for South Asians after
Punjabi soldiers in the British
Army, travelling through Canada
after celebrating Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee in London in
1897, narrated their voyage back
home. Their description of a new
country’s majestic landscape, its
rich vegetation and favourable
climate prompted many to make
travelling plans.

During 1904-1908, some five
thousand, most of them Sikhs,
landed in BC and did labouring
jobs in lumber, forestry and railway
construction. Chinese workers
were already there, but a strong
anti-Asian feeling prevailed
among many whites. Racism and
injustice for Asians were a fact of
life. A Sikh, easily identifiable by
his turban and beard, was
unwelcome at shops or even in
beer parlors.

The dislike for the entire South
Asian Community reached its nadir
when Indian natives, subjects of
the same crown, were disen-
franchised by the Canadian
government. The episode of the
Komagata Maru, which sailed
from India to challenge Canada’s
policy of South Asian exclusion,
is tragic to recall.

But with the fall of imperialism
in Asia, the scenario changed.
Canada now accepts qualified
professionals, entrepreneurs,
skilled or unskilled workers and
their dependents as immigrants
from all continents. These migrants

bring along a variety of languages,
cuisines, cultures, faiths and dress-
codes that at times raise some
eyebrows here.

Nevertheless, all Canadians
(except for the First Nations) are
immigrants here, and this land is
close to their hearts.

Under the circumstances it
looks awkward to mention that the
approaches towards minorities of
Canada’s now defeated PM
Stephan Harper and that of Indian
PM Narendra Modi were not
dissimilar.

During the election, Stephan
Harper’s Conservative govern-
ment  raised the issue of niqab (the
veil which some Muslim women
wear in public), calling it against
“Canadian values”. Even after the
Supreme Court ruling in favour of
niqab-wearing, Harper remained
determined to enact a law against
it, if returned topower.

Similarly, Modi, his Indian
counterpart, is labouring hard to
win the Bihar provincial poll after
the BJP, his Hindu rightist party,
miserably lost the Delhi Assembly
elections to the Opposition. To
avoid a defeat, this time his party
raised the bogey of beef eaten by
Muslims to isolate them and win
the votes of Hindus (“cow
worshippers”).

To garner more support of
Hindus and to terrorize the
Muslim minority, a plan hatched
by their activists was executed. In
Dadri, a crowd of the majority
community lynched a 52-year-old
Muslim, Mohammad Akhlaq, on
suspicion of slaughtering a cow,
eating and keeping its meat in his
fridge. His 22-year-old son also
suffered severe injuries in the
attack. It has now been reported
by media that lab tests found that
the meat in Akhlaq’s house was
mutton and not beef. But as always
the fanatics kill truth before they
kill a man!

Even before the niqab became
an election issue here, the Tories
had passed Bills that infringed the
citizenship rights of immigrants
and the long-established privacy
rights of labour unions. The
Conservatives must have thought
that such measures, and also
keeping Syrian refugees out of
Canada, would bring them support.

Instead, posterity will find Harper
languishing in the dustbin of
history for defacing Canada’s
image as the best place to live in
this world.

But he isn’t alone in alienating
minorities in order to win votes.
Narendra Modi won last year’s
elections with a hypothetical
development agenda on his lips
and a plan in his mind to turn India
into a Hindu nation. These days he
is overseeing the slow but sure
dismantling of India as a secular
state, replacing history with
mythology and facts with fiction.
Minorities feel insecure, and
rationalists, human rights activists
and intellectuals who oppose such
measures are being shot dead as
“Hindu baiters”. India’s PM keeps
harping on imaginary achieve-
ments of his foreign trips while
India burns!

Having said this, let us wish
that the hopes and aspirations with
which immigrants land in Canada
aren’t belied by its rulers. Let us
hope Canada’s new government
respects the rights of aboriginal
peoples, labour unions, and not
least, of the environment.

Let us hope that India, which
was divided on communal lines in
1947, doesn’t lose its sheen as a
secular state and face fascism in
the 21st century. ●

Why should minorities in
Canada and India feel unloved?
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Statement from No One Is
Illegal-Toronto

More than 68%, or over 16
million Canadian citizens voted in
yesterday’s election, the highest
voter turnout since at least 1997.
The result: Stephen Harper’s
decade of conservative, anti-
immigrant, and racist rule comes
to an end, and the Liberal Party’s
Justin Trudeau is now Prime
Minister.

While many rejoice at the end
of the Harper government, we also
know that the new Liberal
government must be met with
radical, collective, strategic
organizations, and mobilizations
if we are to improve the lives of
our communities.

The Liberal Party has governed
Canada for about half of Canada’s
existence, and is responsible for
half of the grave injustices we now
face, including but not limited to
the coup in Haiti, cuts to the
national housing plan, and the
creation of the temporary foreign
worker program and the Canada
Border Services Agency. Thus it
is clear to us that this new change
in government will not result in
the collective transformation we
require.

Over 2.6 million residents,
including migrant and undocu-
mented immigrants, immigrants
with permanent residency, many
members of our communities and
families, were barred from partici-
pating in even this most limited
expression of democracy. At the
same time, over 11 million people
who voted for the Liberals, the
NDP or the Green Party, did so to
vote out Harper. The voter turnout
and the up and downs of the
elections campaign over the last
2.5 months prove that millions of
people in this country are
politically engaged, and are
striving for something better.

It is our responsibility as social
movements to create continued
spaces for these people to be
politically engaged over the years
to come. We must speak and we
must listen. We must walk along-
side people rather than alienate
them. We must understand why
the Liberals just swept to electoral
victory, and build collective power
towards real change that simply
cannot be elected. We must reach
out and build ties particularly in
immigrant communities that were
wooed by the Conservatives. We
must share what we have learned
through bitter experience about
the failures of voting, symbolic
appeals and electoral engagement
and build visionary movements
with strategies for winning change.

The lightning rods of this
election were the Hijab at
citizenship ceremonies, egregious
surveillance laws like Bill C-51,
transparency, corruption as well
as heavy handed government by
Stephen Harper. Again, and again
we saw xenophobia curdling under
the surface burst forward. We must
build movements that understand
these concerns and are inclusive,
democratic, and equitable, and
which support individual and
community freedom and auto-
nomy.

To this end, today we invite
other radical political forces across
the country to re-commit with us
to the following:

1. Fight for Indigenous self-
determination: We live on lands

stewarded by Indigenous nations
since time immemorial. It is our
responsibility to support Indig-
enous communities and prevent
continued imposition of colonial
Canadian laws on them.

2. Stop the War on Mother
Earth: Canada is the world’s
leading climate criminal. We need
to end destructive projects like the
Tar Sands, fracking, logging, and

hold Canadian mining companies
here and abroad accountable for
their crimes.

3. Stop the War Abroad: Canada
provides military aid, weapons,
and diplomatic support to repres-
sive governments in Syria, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, Mexico, and other
countries. Canada’s ‘development
projects’ prop up corrupt gov-
ernments, while providing
unquestioning support forthe
Israeli occupation of Palestine.
This must end.

4. End Corporate Control:
While the poorest people in
Canada and around the world live
without homes and adequate
services, the richest few control
the livelihoods of millions.
Multinational agreements like the
TPP and CETA and bi-lateral
agreements with Israel, Colombia,

and Honduras give greater powers
to heads of corporations to push
for the interest of profit over
people. Austerity politics in
Canada mean that many essential
services are on the chopping block.
We must name and fight
capitalism.

5. Freedom to Move: While
over 60 million people are
displaced around the world, most
are unable to migrate to Canada.
Poor and racialized people are only
able to come to Canada under
temporary programs, as a result
over half a million people live
here without immigration status
and therefore rights and services
and the previous government jailed
and deported over a 100,000
people. We must push this new
Liberal government to open up the
borders to refugees and migrants
and fight for freedom of movement.
We must reject the categories of
deserving and undeserving
migrants and refuse the dis-
crimination against poor, women,
disabled, Muslim and Black
migrants in particular.

On immigration, we will insist
that the Liberals go above and
beyond their promise of 25,000
government sponsored Syrian
refugees immediately. That the
interim federal health program for
refugees be reinstated, and
expanded to undocumented and
migrant workers. That instead of
fixing the system that deems some
countries safe for refugees, the
entire two-tiered refugee system
be removed. That the Liberals not
just double family sponsorship

”Harper’s gone. Trudeau is in. The struggle continues.”

OTHEROTHEROTHEROTHEROTHER
VOICESVOICESVOICESVOICESVOICES AFN congratulates Justin Trudeau

Assembly of First Nations (AFN) National Chief Perry Bellegarde
congratulated newly-elected Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and said
on Oct. 20 that he looks forward to immediate action and working
together on a comprehensive, strategic plan to close the gap in the
quality of life between First Nations people and Canadians.

“We welcome the new federal government and congratulate
Prime Minister Trudeau, the Liberal Party and all members of
parliament,” said National Chief Bellegarde. “First Nations are ready
to move. The Liberals put out a vision for real change. The Prime
Minister spoke in his victory speech about a renewed nation-to-
nation relationship that respects rights and honours Treaties. We are
ready to start working now on those terms to close the gap together
and build a stronger country for all of us.”

Bellegarde noted that the Liberal platform included commitments
to work on a new approach to First Nations education, a new fiscal
relationship, an inquiry into missing and murdered Indigenous
women and girls, healthier communities and a new nation-to-nation
relationship based on partnership and respect. The National Chief
will meet immediately with Prime Minister Trudeau on action for the
first 100 days and a strategic approach based on the AFN plan
Closing the Gap: 2015 Federal Election Priorities for First Nations
and Canada released in early September.

“I acknowledge and hold up First Nations citizens for participating in
this election and congratulate all the Indigenous candidates,” said Belle-
garde. “I look forward to working with all elected parliamentarians on
the urgent and important work of reconciliation and closing the gap.” ●

numbers from 5,000 to 10,000 but
remove restrictive laws that make
it impossible for poor immigrants
to be reunited with their families.
Bill C-24, C-51 and security
certificate legislation must be
repealed, not just amended. We
must especially reject the Liberal
plan to tie Live-In Caregivers to
agencies, rather than to employers.
We will continue to fight to end
imprisonment of immigrants
without charges or trial, and stop
the deportations of our friends,
families, and communities. We will

not rest until all exclusionary
immigration laws end.

So today October 20th, the
struggle continues, as it must.

(Editor's comment, regarding
this article's list of repressive
governments to which Canada
provides military aid and
diplomatic support: the general
point is important, but People's
Voice stresses that Canada under
PM Harper consistently worked
to aid the so-called "rebel groups"
which aim to overthrow the Assad
government of Syria.) ●

People’s Voice Commentary

The October 19 federal election
was the longest campaign since
the 1870s, and the most expensive
in Canada’s history, thanks to
electoral law changes which
allowed the major parties to spend
tens of millions. Interestingly,
voter turnout rose sharply, despite
strategies by the ousted Con-
servatives to make it more difficult
to cast a ballot. It remains to be
seen whether the new Prime
Minister will live up to his promise
to reform the electoral system, but
on this occasion the mood for
change among millions of people
swept away the Harper govern-
ment’s attempts to entice their own
base to vote while discouraging
the rest of the population.

One factor in this outcome was
an unprecedented level of par-
ticipation by aboriginal voters,
including First Nations, Metis and
Inuit peoples. In some indigenous
communities, ballots ran out on
voting day, because Elections
Canada underestimated the likely
turnout. More First Nation, Métis
and Inuit candidates ran for office
than ever before - over 40 for the
major parties, and many more for
other parties, including half a
dozen for the Communist Party of
Canada. A record ten of these
candidates were elected, including
new Vancouver Granville Liberal
MP Jody Wilson-Raybould,
Regional Chief of the BC
Assembly of First Nations, who

Trudeau’s indigenous policy:
grassroots pressure needed

may be named to Trudeau’s
cabinet.

One issue raised repeatedly
during the campaign was the
demand for a public inquiry into
the tragedy of over 1200 murdered
and missing aboriginal women and
girls over the past 35 years. Stephen
Harper stubbornly rejected this
demand, which was backed by
virtually every indigenous group
in Canada and backed by all other
political parties, provincial
governments, and even police
chiefs.

Now, Justin Trudeau says he
will launch such an inquiry within
100 days. In fact, he pledged to
implement all of the 93 recom-
mendations of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, such
as full acceptance of the UN
Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, which states
“Indigenous Peoples have the right
to the lands, territories and
resources which they have
traditionally owned, occupied or
otherwise used or acquired.”

During the campaign, Trudeau
spoke to the Assembly of First
Nations, took part in APTN’s
“Virtual Town Hall” broadcast,
and responded to questions from
the Ontario Federation of Indian
Friendship Centres. He recognized
the importance of the Two Row
Wampum, the historic treaty
signed by the Haudenosaunee
(Iroquoian) people and the British
colonizers.

He promised to review all

Harper-era legislation on First
Nations, and repeal those which
contravene Section 35 of the
Constitution respecting aboriginal
and treaty rights. If he follows
through, this should mean an end
to the Harper government’s Indian
Act amendments, and much more.

He committed to closing the
gap between aboriginal and non-
aboriginal peoples in education,
and advancing housing, health,
policing, and child welfare issues,
through a renewed Kelowna
Accord effort. Specific promises
included clean drinking water for
aboriginal communities, improved
food security in northern areas,
action to tackle the root causes of
urban homelessness, a rigorous
environmental assessment process,

addressing the economic and legal
concerns of the Metis nation, and
building the Freedom Road to
Shoal Lake #40 in Manitoba.

But as many have pointed out,
federal Liberal governments have
often broken promises given to
aboriginal peoples. Justin’s late
father Pierre committed to a “just”
new direction on Indian policy,
but instead his government
delivered the 1969 white paper
aimed at assimilation. In 1993, the
Jean Chretien Liberals cam-
paigned for an Aboriginal rights
platform, which wasthen com-
pletely dropped. While the Harper
Tories were widely condemned
for the funding cap which has
reduced resources for aboriginal
communities over the past two
decades, this cap was first imposed
by the Chretien government.

Given this history, aboriginal
peoples across Canada are
watching with great interest. Will
the new Prime Minister act on his
many promises, and engage in full
and respectful consultation? Or
will the Liberals find excuses to
delay, water down and forget these
statements?

One thing is certain: relying on
Justin Trudeau’s personal inten-
tions and fine words is not enough.
A combination of pressure from
indigenous grassroots movements
such as Idle No More and from the
official organizations such as the
AFN and the Metis National
Council will be needed to hold the
PM’s feet to the fire. ●
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By Sam Hammond,
Hamilton

CSI - Crime Scene Investi-
gation.

Imagine, sisters and brothers, a
Crime Scene Investigation where
the investigators wear blindfolds
supplied by the perpetrators, who
themselves are ventriloquists for a
chorus of second rate actors
wearing legal robes. Meanwhile,
the already violated victims are
held in reserve waiting for the final
degradation, the next stroke, the
final cut. The victims are prisoners
of the bottom-feeding speculators
of the casino economy, the
destroyers of real economic
development.

The crime scene is southern
Ontario, the areas of Hamilton and
Nanticoke; the perpetrators are US
Steel, the neo-con agenda and the
Harper Tories. The actors are a
rogue’s gallery of lawyers, judges,
politicians, and compliant word-
smiths - the cheering sections of
the capitalist state. The victims are
20,000 surviving pensioners, a few
thousand still employed workers,
the already dead and maimed, and
every tax-paying Canadian
household. What a cast!

The epic began in 2004 when
Stelco, Hamilton’s largest steel
producer with a subsidiary plant
in Nanticoke close by, applied for
bankruptcy protection. This was
blatant fraud, because the assets
far exceeded the liabilities. The
fiasco dragged on for two years,
during which time insider manipu-
lation and outright theft were
sanctified by the courts, in a gambit
to wipe out the shareholders, re-
issue shares and put the company
on the market.

The vulture capitalists had a
feeding frenzy, wiping out the
shareholders, bankrupting some of
the creditors, charging exorbitant
management and consulting fees
for their efforts, and finally
engineering a sale to United States
Steel in 2007. During this farce,
Hamilton’s second historic steel
plant, Dofasco, was sold to Arcelor-
Mittal, a Euro-Asian conglomerate.
The only shining lights were the
Steelworkers Locals which
tenaciously fought the good fight,
protecting their contracts, their
pensioners and everything that had
been won over the generations since
unionization in 1946.

When the smog lifted there were

US Steel or US Steal?
a lot of rich speculators and trough
feeders. The entire southern
Ontario steel industry was foreign
owned, the European-Asians had
a foot in NAFTA, and US Steel
had a purchase agreement with the
federal government guaranteeing
jobs, investment and production.
The American and Euro-Asian
procurers had gained control of
Canadian iron ore deposits and
access to cheap power at the public
expense. The unionized
Steelworkers had fought to a draw
and protected their contracts and
pensions. Two billion dollars had
changed hands. End of Act 1.

Act 2 opens with US Steel
reneging on every aspect of the
sales agreement and engineering
three lock-outs to force concess-
ionary bargaining on the union.
Not only did steel production cease
during the lock-outs (a violation
of the purchase agreement), but
the blast furnaces were shut down
and steel production ended in
Hamilton after the labour disputes
were settled. US Steel raffled off
its rolling mill to a German firm
that locked out its unionized
workers, who are now on the tail
end of a three year dispute. The
company then began a long sob
story of lost profits to justify its
next moves. Of course it is
impossible to make steel profitable
when you cease producing it. The
Feds finally sued in 2008-2009,
but on the eve of a certain court

victory to enforce the original sale
agreement, the Harper government
intervened, withdrew the court
challenge and brokered a secret
deal which can only be made public
if US Steel agrees.

Act 3. US Steel creates a wholly
owned subsidiary (US Steel
Canada, USSC) and loads it with
debt to the parent company, which
becomes Debtor-In-Possession
(DIP), and starts hatching plans to
rob the subsidiary blind before
dumping it somehow. Along the
way, another vultureinvestment
firm, Brookfield Capital Partners,
who were involved in the original
Stelco fiasco, bought their way
back in, and with a loan of $150
million become the new DIP,
collecting 11% on the loan and a
service fee of $150,000 per month.
US Steel then files for Bankruptcy
Protection for US Steel Canada,
and submits a restructuring plan to
the Superior Court.

On Friday, October 9, 2015,
the Superior Court gave US Steel
everything they asked for. Prior to
the decision, Justice Herman
Wilton-Siegal said it was one of
the hardest decisions he had been
called upon to make. That is
strange because the decision can
be summed up in one word, “YES”.
Yes to everything.

Here is what “YES” means.
Yes to approval of a “Business

Preservation Plan”, allowing
USSC to stop paying municipal

property taxes, special pension
contributions and supplements,
pensions, health benefits for
retirees, salary continuance for
employees who left their jobs under
special agreements, payments to
the provincial Pension Benefits
Guarantee Fund, and some pay-
ments to its parent company U.S.
Steel Corporation

Yes to approving Brookfield
Capital Partners as the new DIP,
including their fees.

Yes to plunder, Yes to impov-
erishment, Yes to an attack on
pensioners and their medical
necessities, Yes to cheating the
municipalities of taxes, Yes to free
water, Yes to free sewage
treatment, Yes, Yes, Yes.

Can any sane person not see
that this is not the act of a bandit,
but the essence of capitalism?

Aglimpse of the future? De-
industrialization, corporate domin-
ation of the courts, corporate
dictate to Parliament? And this is
only the beginning. CETA and the
TPP have not yet been imple-
mented; the worse is to come and
keep coming. This is only a warm-
up to the main event.

Canada is rich in resources - an
abundance of iron ore, precious
metals, coal and energy. US Steel
Canada owns currently 813 acres
of real property located on
Hamilton Harbour, coke ovens,
assets used for ironmaking,
steelmaking and finishing, and
other operating assets and business
operations located in Hamilton.
Another 6,600 acres of real
property are located in nearby
Nanticoke, along with coke ovens,
assets used for ironmaking and
steelmaking, hot rolling, and
pickling, and other operating assets
and business operations. The
Nanticoke plant is the most modern
in North America. Why are these
facilities idle while Canada imports
60% of our steel consumption?

A crucial test for Justin Trudeau
and his majority government is
here and waiting. Will they rip up
the secret Harper deal with US
Steel, put a freeze on all assets
until workers and pensioners are
guaranteed their wages and bene-
fits, prevent the shifting of
production to US plants, and
develop a made in Canada Indus-
trial Strategy? The only sensible
thing to do is seize the company
and its assets, under public
ownership and control. If not, these
plants will be dissected, dismantled
and sold in bits and pieces, shifting
the environmental cleanup disaster
to the taxpayers.

The clock is ticking. The time
to act is now. ●

Steelworkers Local 1005 members at a 2006 rally in solidarity with Six Nations people at
Calendonia, Ontario. (Photo by Sam Hammond)

CUPW calls to stop postal delivery cuts

The Canadian Union of Postal Workers is calling for an immediate
halt to the door-to-delivery cuts scheduled in the coming weeks.

“The postal cuts were driven by the Conservatives. Now they are
no longer in power, it’s time to hit the brakes,” said Mike Palecek,
national president of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers.

Several neighbourhood conversions to the controversial group
mailboxes were scheduled on October 19th, Election Day and still
more are slated for November. The union fears that Canada Post will
forge ahead with its plan prior to the Liberal majority government
taking the reins.

“We need to stop the cuts before more jobs are lost, before more
damage is done to property and before more people lose this
service,” said Palecek.

The Liberals campaigned on a promise to stop the cuts to home
mail delivery and hold a review of Canada Post. These commitments
have been welcomed by the union, but representatives say the
Liberals need to move quickly and instruct Canada Post to call a halt.

“Many seniors, people with disabilities and others voted for the
Liberals because they promised to stop the cuts to door-to-door
delivery,” said Palecek. “It would be wrong for Canada Post to
continue down this road now that the Liberals have been elected and
the people have clearly spoken on this issue.” ●

The Confederation of National
Trade Unions (CSN) applauds the
decision of voters to dismiss the
government of Stephen Harper. A
CSN statement calls the Conser-
vative defeat a major victory for
the entire labour movement,
women, scientists, artists, the
unemployed, indigenous peoples,
and civil society.

“We need to ensure that Justin
Trudeau keeps his promises to
repeal the anti-union laws (C-525
and C-377), cancel the 2012
changes to employment insurance,
and restore funding of Radio-
Canada to ensure its sustainability,
“commented Jacques Létourneau,
president of the CSN. “If the
Liberal Party of Canada thinks it
can campaign left and govern right

once in power, it is mistaken.”
The CSN hopes that the new

Prime Minister maintains his
commitment to a dialogue with
trade unions on social and econ-
omic issues. “We also hope to
speak with him on issues of
bargaining in the federal public
service, and reform of the voting
system,” said the CSN president.

The CSN recalls that the Liberal
Party is responsible for the
sponsorship scandal, one of the
largest financial scandals in
Canadian history, and ended up in
trouble again after allegations of
illegal lobbying by their former
campaign co-chair.

“We do not share the same
vision as the Liberal Party on the
future of Quebec and Canada,”

said Létourneau. “We invite Justin
Trudeau to ensure compliance with
provincial jurisdiction and
prioritize a nation-to-nation
relationship with Aboriginal
peoples. At the historic climate
negotiations in Paris, he should
immediately establish targets for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
so that Canada can become an
actor in the fight to stop climate
change.“

The CSN says that Canada
should uphold an international
development perspective based on
human rights, peace, and fighting
poverty, for example by breaking
with the attitude developed in
recent years absolute defense of
Israel, particularly in the current
context.  ●

CSN welcomes defeat of Harper
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Vancouver's annual

RevolutionRevolutionRevolutionRevolutionRevolution
BanquetBanquetBanquetBanquetBanquet

Saturday, Nov. 14
doors open 5 pm, dinner 5:30,

program starts 7 pm

Victoria Drive Community
Hall, 2026 E. 43 Ave.

Tickets $20
($12 for unemployed

and students)

Great food and music

Toast to the Revolution

Greetings from the YCL

Guest speaker via video
from Montreal:

BILL SLOAN
Palestine solidarity activist,
whose pro-BDS campaign
signs were illegally removed
by the city of Montreal during
the Oct. 19 federal election

For tickets and info, contact Centre for Socialist Education, 604-254-9836, 706 Clark Drive

Zidane Mohamed was among the protesters outside the federal
leaders' debate on foreign policy held on Sept. 28 in Toronto.
Unlike the major parties, the Communist Party of Canada extends
full solidarity to the Palestinian people. (PV photo by Ed Bil)

Statement on the Oct. 19
federal election, from the
Central Executive
Committee, Communist
Party of Canada

The outcome of the October 19th
federal election which drove the
Harper government from power
marked a significant victory for the
working class, for indi-genous
peoples, for women, youth and
students, for the unemployed and
underemployed, and for the
LGBTiQ communities. It was a
victory for all those dedicated to
peace and disarmament, for
immediate action to combat climate
change, and to the struggle for social
equity and social justice. After
almost a decade of Conservative
rule, a large majority across Canada
used their franchise to ensure that
the Tories’ tenure in office came to
a definitive end.

The strong desire to unseat the
Harper Conservatives was reflected
in a substantial increase in voter
turnout. Participation reached
68.5% – the highest since 1993 –
especially among youth and in First
Nations communities, in some cases
more than doubling previous turnout
rates.

The electoral demise of the
Conservatives had been antici-pated
for some time. The impo-sition of a
vicious austerity agenda at home,
together with increased militarism
and pro-war, imperialist policies
abroad, had turned a substantial
majority of the people against them.
The intensified attack on public and
social services, and the failure to
create full-time, well-paying
employment, to prevent job losses
and plant closures and to stimulate
growth, had increased poverty and
widened disparities between the
bloated balance sheets of big Capital
on one hand, and the economic
hardships facing working people,
on the other. Other important issues,
including the Tories’ assault on the
rights of labour (strike-breaking
injunctions, C-377, etc.) and on
democratic rights and civil liberties
(C-51), its racist treatment of
Aboriginal peoples, and its abysmal
record on protecting the

2015 ELECTION      Important Victory, New Challenges
environment and fighting climate
change, also contributed to the
growth of anti-Conservative
opinion.

Nevertheless, there were
concerns within the anti-Harper
camp that due to the distorted “first-
past-the-post” electoral system, the
redrawing of electoral boundaries,
and the government’s attempts at
voter suppression through changes
imposed by the (Un)Fair Elections
Act of 2014, the Tories might still
manage to survive, depending on
how the vote split among the
mainstream opposition parties. The
Conservatives also had swollen
coffers with which to outspend the
others during the record-long 78-
day campaign period that they had
arranged precisely for that purpose.

Despite these advantages, the
Harper Tories were unable to swing
momentum to their advantage. In a
desperate bid to cling to power, the
Conservatives then resorted to a
crude, racist fear-mongering
campaign, claiming that Canada
must close the “floodgates” against
refugees who would overwhelm our
shores and undermine Canadian
society. They incited Islamophobia
among sections of the population
by reviving the bogus niqab issue,
and announcing the establishment
of a snitch-line to inform on those
guilty of “barbaric cultural
practices” not in tune with the values
of “old stock” Canadians.

In the end, those sordid tactics
failed to stem the tide of defeat.
Still, the Conservatives managed to
hold onto a core base of 30% support
among the electorate, and were
overwhelmingly endorsed by the
corporate-controlled media.

More alarming is the fact that
overtly racist positions have now
intruded into public political
discourse across the country, just as
it has been elevated into the
“mainstream” in many European
countries by ultra-right and neo-
fascist parties and groups. No doubt
the Conservative party – now
relegated to the Opposition benches
– will use its ruling class
connections, its base among so-
called “social conservatives”, and
its majority in the non-elected

Senate, to undermine attempts to
reverse the reactionary and
imperialist policies imposed over
the past decade.

As events turned out, it was not
the social democratic NDP, but
rather the Liberal Party under Justin
Trudeau which became the main
beneficiary of the electoral backlash
against the Tories. The Liberals
ended up capturing 147 additional
ridings, giving that party a
comfortable majority in the new
Parliament with 184 out of 338 seats.
They swept the Atlantic Provinces
and the Far North, and captured new
seats in virtually every major urban
centre, especially in the Greater
Toronto area, on the island of
Montreal and B.C.’s Lower
Mainland where they wonalmost all
ridings.

The Liberal gains came at the
expense of both the ruling
Conservatives and the New
Democrats, whose party has now
lost its “Official Opposition”
privileges and been reduced to third
party status in the House of
Commons.

As the Ontario Liberals did last
year, the Trudeau Liberal victory
came by skillfully exploiting the
popular desire for change,
positioning themselves as the only
party which could ensure the defeat
of Harper and his cronies. They out-
maneuvred the NDP, promising
“real change” by shedding (actually

just postponing) Harper’s austerity
agenda in favour of stimulus
spending, and by pledging to reverse
many unpopular decisions of the
previous government (e.g., the
increase of retirement age from 65
to 67, the end of home delivery by
Canada Post, budget cuts to CBC,
etc.). The Liberals successfully
postured as the only “real”
alternative among the mainstream
political parties.

This ruse is belied by the reality
that the Liberal Party remains a
thoroughly bourgeois, big business
party; it has not changed its political
colouring or class orientation. It
remains committed to neoliberal
economic doctrine at home, and to
an imperialist, pro-war foreign
policy abroad. The failure of the
other opposition parties to fully
expose the false character of the
Liberal “alternative” is rooted in the
fact that both the NDP and the
Greens essentially share this
bourgeois, status quo consensus.

The dismal campaign of the NDP,
and the resulting collapse of its
electoral support (both in terms of
seats and popular vote), was
particularly striking. At the
beginning of this 78-day campaign,
the NDP was at the top of the polls,
and widely expected to capture the
bulk of the anti-Harper vote. But
instead of advancing a clear and
comprehensive alternative, Thomas
Mulcair and his backroom strategists

presented a tepid platform of minor
reforms, but one essentially
designed to reassure ruling capitalist
circles that the NDP posed no serious
threat to their interests. They even
offered increased “investment
incentives” to large corporations and
major tax cuts to small business,
and pledged continued support for
military spending and to NATO.
This approach failed miserably to
galvanize support among working
people looking for a real break from
the pro-corporate and pro-war
agenda of the Harper Tories.

The turning point triggering the
NDP’s decline came when Mulcair
announced the NDP’s intention to
“balance the books” in every annual
budget, and that its commitment to
balanced budgets would trump all
other financial considerations and
allocations. Not only did this policy
shift signal that a Tony Blair-style
NDP government would continue
the Tories’ neoliberal austerity
program (widely dubbed as “Harper-
lite”); it also reinforced prevailing
bourgeois propaganda in favour of
“fiscal restraint”, and allowed the
Liberal party (and also the Greens)
to out-flank the NDP on the left.

This rightward policy shift of the
NDP is hardly new, nor particularly
surprising; indeed, like most other
social democratic formations, the
NDP has been gradually

see ELECTION, page 11
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Jailed for petition

Jafar Azimzadeh, an Iranian
labour activist and member of
Iran’s Free Workers Union, has
been summoned to serve out a six-
year jail sentence. Azimzadeh was
sentenced last March to five years
in jail for “assembly and collusion
against national security” and
“disruption of public order”. He
was given another year for
“propaganda activities against the
regime”. He has also been banned
from media activities and
membership in political groups for
two years.

Azimzadeh was one of the
organizers of a petition signed by
4,000 workers that called on
Labour Minister Ali Rabii to
improve labour conditions. He was
arrested in late April, just before
International Workers Day (May
1) and released after 46 days on
bail of over $4000 Can.
Azimzadeh’s labour activities and
involvement with independent
workers unions have been
considered evidence of the charges
against him.

Dismissed ware-
house workers
face poverty

Thirty-four year old Gautam
Sardar has paid a steep price for
standing up for his rights. Formerly
employed in a West Bengal
warehouse which handles PepsiCo
FritoLay products, Gautam was
one of 162 workers who were
sacked in 2013 for joining a trade
union. In response to national and
international protests, the workers
were told they could return to work
on condition that they sign
statements declaring they would
never again join a union, and tear
up their union cards and walk on
them when they entered the
warehouse. Gautam and 27 others
refused these illegal, humiliating
conditions and with the support of
the International Union of
Foodworkers founded an Action
Committee to fight for their rights.

In 2014, PepsiCo rejected an
offer by the US government’s
National Contact Point for the
OECD Guidelines to mediate the
conflict with the IUF. The
company now says the workers
can reapply for jobs - but offers no
timetable, no remedy for past
abuses and no guarantees that their
rights will be respected. Earlier
this year, PepsiCo announced CEO
Indra Nooyi’s total compensation
package for 2014: $19.1 million
(US) in salary, bonus, stock options
and perks including the corporate
jet.

The warehouse workers would
need over 20,350 years to earn
what the top boss netted last year -
provided they could keep their jobs
by renouncing their human rights.
Without regular work for over two
years, Gautam has had to support
a 7-member household on

occasional embroidery work, and
has become deeply indebted.
“Even the moneylender refuses to
give me a loan now”, says Gautam,
but he and the other Action
Committee members are
determined to continue fighting
for their right to return to the
warehouse as union members.

ILO campaign
against slavery

The International Labour Org-
anisation has launched a campaign
aimed at mobilising people around

the world to lobby their govern-
ments to end modern-day slavery.
The 50 for Freedom campaign is
calling on governments to ratify
the forced labour protocol.

The campaign is called 50 for
Freedom because it hopes to
persuade at least 50 countries to
sign up to the protocol, which is an
attempt to bring legislation on
forced labour and trafficking up to
date. The previous convention
dates from 1930.

Trafficking experts believe a
new set of legal tools is urgently
needed to tackle the more complex
forms of modern slavery. The new
text was agreed by a majority of
ILO member states in 2014, and
includes measures to prevent
contemporary forms of slavery as
well as protecting and compen-
sating victims. It can only come
into force when at least two
countries have ratified it. So far,
Niger is the only country to have
done so.

Houtan Homayounpour, senior
programme and operations officer
for the ILO’s special action
programme against forced labour,
said: “The original ILO convention
was one of the oldest ILO con-
ventions, although one of the most
ratified. So states thought there
were gaps [in protection] … they
wanted a new treaty.”

One new obligation for states is
to ensure that people who are
trafficked are not prosecuted for
crimes they commit while under
the control of traffickers. Another
important addition to the
legislation is compensation for
victims, many of whom will be in
a country illegally. Homayounpour
said there was a big gap in
protection for people who will be
subject to immediate deportation.

“Very often these workers find
themselves without access to any
help; they are kicked out of the
country or imprisoned and the
research shows they are then more
likely to fall victim to traffickers
again. This is a real weakness – it
happens all over the world.”

He acknowledged there will be
a lot of work to do in the next two
years to get countries to ratify the
protocol. “Niger is showing
leadership in wanting to be the
first to ratify this – it’s fantastic
from a continent that has historical
ties to slavery that they no longer
want to be a part of this. Definitely,
it will require more work in certain
countries because of the lack of
structure, the weak labour
inspection services [and] financial
limitations.”

There are an estimated 21
million forced labour victims
worldwide. Forced labour in the
global private economy generates
illegal profits of $150 billion a
year according to ILO research,
equalling the combined profits of
the four most profitable companies
in the world.

The ILO points to what it calls
a parallel process. While ome
countries are recognising the need
for better laws and policies, the
labour market is increasingly
deregulated, removing protections
for vulnerable workers.

Political strikes
in South Korea

The militant Korean Confed-
eration of Trade Unions (KCTU),
the nation’s second largest
umbrella union, began staging
general strikes on Oct. 21 to protest
the tripartite agreement on so-
called “labour reforms.”

“The KCTU will protest against
the agreement to protect the
nation’s 20 million workers’
rights,” said the KCTU which has
some 680,000 members. “Based
on collusion through the tripartite
talks, the ruling Saenuri Party and
the government is pushing ahead
with the bill only to worsen the
current law by allowing easier
layoffs, the lowering of wages and
more non-regular workers.”

On Sep. 13, representatives of
other labour groups, management
and government reached an
agreement on key labour market
changes. The agreement was made
after the representative of the
Federation of Korean Trade
Unions (FKTU), another umbrella
union which participated in the
tripartite talks, decided to accept
many government-initiated guide-
lines such as easing regulations to
allow companies to fire “under-
performing” workers and to
unilaterally change the rules of
employment.

The KCTU said that the agree-
ment came amid pressure from the
government which sought to
pursue its own reform bill unless
the Tripartite Commission came
up with a compromise before the
legislation was processed. In
protest against the compromise
between three parties, thousands
of KCTU members held a rally in
central Seoul on Oct. 18.

Ewha Womans' University
student council president Sohn Sul
expressed support for the KCTU,
saying during the rally that “the

compromise for labour market
reform will not benefit students
either.” The Korean Teachers and
Education Workers Union also
joined the protest, saying that
forcing teachers to conform to the
legislation will lead to the failure
of education. The Korean Govern-
ment Employees’ Union also
vowed to protest against the
agreement.

Reducing legal protections for
workers was a priority of the Park
Geun-hye administration amid the
recent economic slowdown in
Korea, where job creation plunged
to the lowest level in six years in
August. The militant KCTU and
the class  collaborationist FKTU
have been divided over the
government’s strategy, just as the
two federations have differed over
many issues in recent decades.

Port strike over
wage arrears

The Maritime Workers Union
of Nigeria, MWUN shut the
nation’s ports on Oct. 22 to demand
payment of nine months unpaid
wages owed to over 3,000 Tally
Clerks and Onboard security men,
members of the dockworkers,
among others. They vowed not to
resume work until the workers were
paid and other pending issues are
settled. Economists estimate that
the work stoppage could  cost US
$25 million daily in terms of
delayed shipments.

According to the union the other
major grievance is the midstream
discharge of vessels without using
registered dockworkers as required
by law. On October 12, MWUN
issued a 7-day ultimatum to the
management of Nigerian Ports
Authority, NPA, to stop all illegal
midstream discharge of vessels in
Bonny Rivers, Lagos and other
ports, failing which the ports would
be shut.

Explaining the union’s action,
MWUN President-General Tony
Emmanuel Nted lamented that the
issue of unpaid wages to
dockworkers especially tally clerks
and on board security gangway
men, had dragged for too long

despite several agreements.
On the second issue, Nted said:

“This is illegal and against the
Nigeria Maritime Administration
and Safety Agency Act which
stipulates that stevedoring services
in our ports, jetties, terminals and
offshore operations must be
handled exclusively by registered
dockworkers only. This has been
going on for a long time and we
have brought the attention of NPA
management to it to no avail. We
believe that some officials of NPA
are conniving with some operators
to breach the law for personal
gains... it means more dockworkers
would be thrown out of jobs to
compound the unemployment
crisis in the country. We want to
stress that until theseissues are
resolved, including the nine
months unpaid wages, we will not
call off the strike.”

Textile workers
demand wage
increases

Indian conglomerate Arvind
Ltd.’s plan to go full throttle with
its premium fabric brand Tresca
has hit a roadblock with workers
employed at its facility near
Ahmedabad going on strike
demanding wage increases.

“About 7,000 workers have
boycotted work since the second
shift on October 22 demanding
wage revision, bonus and insur-
ance,” said Amar Barot, a leader
of Majoor Mahajan Sangh,
Ahmedabad textile labour union
association. The strike has
paralysed the wovens and knits
divisions at Arvind’s Santej plant
that manufactures knits, wovens,
denims and advanced materials.

A statement from the company
claimed that “The agitation by a
section of workers in the wovens
and knits division at our Santej
facility is illegal with no specific
demands.” Management says the
union had not authorised the
agitation, and that the current
collective agreement is in place
until 2018.
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Another armed attack against
Ukraine communists

Repression and violence against the Communist Party of Ukraine
continues to take place. On October 19, at 4 am, the apartment of
Alexei Krivun, the First Secretary of the Primorsky regional
committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine, was fired upon by a
portable hand grenade launcher.

A statement from the Mariupol City Committee of the CPU
reports that a grenade hit the window of Krivun’s apartment on the
3rd floor of the five-floor condominium in the Primorsky district,
near the Department of Internal Affairs of Ukraine in Donetsk
region. The grenade landed in a wardrobe filled with household
utensils and other items. Fortunately, nobody was hurt in the attack.
Two hand grenade launchers (RPGs) were found nearby just after
the incident.

The Mariupol City Committee statement protests against “the act
of terror against our comrade and his family. We believe that all this
is the result of violence unleashed in the city by the fascists calling
themselves “democrats” with the connivance of the authorities in
order to disrupt the upcoming local elections.”

The statement demanded “immediate investigation of the incident,
punishment of those responsible, and to stop the violence started by
the ruling junta in Ukraine and its neo-Nazi accomplices.” ●

By B. Prasant, PV
correspondent in India

The recent demonstrations that
Indian President Pranab Muk-
herjee had to face exposed the
country’s foreign policy for what
it is worth. Mukherjee had gone to
East Jerusalem on October 13 to
inaugurate the India-Palestine
Centre for Excellence in Infor-
mation and Communications
Technology (ICT) at the Al-Quds
University. Earlier, the govern-
ment of Israel had “privileged”
the President of India with the
honorific of “knight of peace.”
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu
was present on the occasion.

As soon as Mukherjee had
climbed the dais and approached
the decorated podium at the Al-
Quds University, several hundred
placard-waving students started to
raise slogans, calling upon
Mukherjee to ‘go back.’

The students also questioned
him about the political intent of
Indian foreign policy, pointing out
that India was now openly siding
with Israel, especially on the issue
of the latest clashes taking place in
areas of East Jerusalem.

The students asked Mukherjee
to compel the Indian government
to condemn the killing of
Palestinians at the behest of Israel.
Slogans were also raised against
Zionism and the brutalities
perpetrated by Israeli forces on
the Palestinians.

Al-Quds University is situated
right beside the stretch of illegal
construction work that Israel has
undertaken for some years. The
present right-wing Indian
government, which has warm
relations with Israel, has remained
silent on all issues affecting the
Palestinian cause.

In criticising India for its pro-
Israel foreign policy, the students
were also critical of the Palestinian

government for its lack of direction
and proper leadership. They were
also critical of the political outlook
of Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazin).

Subsequently, all Mukherjee’s
programs were cancelled, includ-
ing the inauguration of a secondary
school in East Jerusalem. Else-
where, Israel chose to confiscate
the quartet of “communication
devices” that the Indian President
wanted to gift to the ICT. The
reason given was that the devices
operated at a frequency not to the
liking of the Mossad and the Israeli
defence ministry.

The picture was never this bleak
earlier. During the post-inde-
pendence Cold War decades, as a
leading nation of the non-aligned
movement, India had always
condemned Zionism and
supported the Palestinian cause,
having been one of the first nations
to recognise the Palestinian state
in 1988. Much earlier, in 1974,
India recognised the Palestine
Liberation Organisation as the sole
representative of the people of
Palestine. In 1996, India set up an
office of its permanent rep-

President of India faces
demonstrators in Palestine

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) speaks to
India's President Pranab Mukherjee during a banquet hosted by
Israeli President Reuven Rivlin (right) on October 14.

resentative at Ramallah in the
Palestinian West Bank.

The bend in Indian foreign
policy towards the Middle East
came when a hard Hindu right
government of the BJP (backed
by its ideological core of Hindutva
in the form of the Rashtriya
Swayyam Sevak Sangh or the
RSS) came to office for several
tenures in the last decade before
Modi’s sweep to office in 2014.
At that point, the BJP government
chose to simply look away from
the struggles of the Palestinian
people and started to back, to the
hilt in the inter-national fora,
Israel and its policies, with
appropriate adjustments made to
bi-lateral dynamics.

Subsequent to his visit to east
Jerusalem, on his return to India,
Pranab Mukherjee noted with
some bitterness that while he was
unable to enunciate political
viewpoints during his present
incumbency, he would nonetheless
issue a warning that if India was
allowed to be misled, Indian
civilisation itself would be in grave
danger. ●

By Felicity Arbuthnot,
globalresearch.ca

How speedily the lies of the
“international community” in
general and those of the US and
UK in particular about the Syrian
situation are unravelling since the
participation of Russia.

Take UK Prime Minister David
Cameron. On September 24 last
year he addressed the United
Nations, committing British
aircraft to targeting IS/ISIL/ISIS
in Iraq adding unequivocally that
there would be no similar action in
Syria and absolutely no “boots on
the ground.”

Referring to Iraq he added that
the West should not be frozen by
“past mistakes.” If Iraq is a
“mistake,” heaven alone knows
what a catastrophe would look like.

Cameron of course was being
economical with the truth. In 2013
Parliament voted not to be
involved in Syria, making
Cameron the first Prime Minister
in 200 years to lose a Parliamentary
war vote. It would anyway have
been another illegal action, since
they had not been invited by the
Syrian President or government

Russian intervention exposes coalition lies
and had no UN mandate. However,
in July this year it transpired that
pilots of Britain’s Air Force have
been “embedded” with US and
Canadian Air Squadrons and been
involved in flying: “intelligence,
surveillance, reconnaissance and
strike missions …” according to
the Ministry of Defence.

On September 7 Cameron also
announced that a British drone
strike in Syria had killed two UK
citizens fighting with ISIS. What
an irony, the UK has enjoined
wiping out entire nations having
accused their leaders of “killing
their own people”, terrorists or
not, now Cameron kills his “own
people” in what Michael Clarke,
Director General of London’s
hawkish Royal United Services
Institute has called a “targeted
assassination”.

Those killed were : “… targeted
in an area that the UK does not
currently regard, legally, as an
operational theatre of war for UK
forces”, Clarke commented,
adding: “The government insisted
that, unlike CIA drones, they were
never used for targeted
assassinations in territories where
we were not militarily engaged.”

Another government lie pinned.
As for “no boots on the ground”,

another seemingly whopping
untruth. As Stephen Lendman has
written: “On August 2 The Sunday
Express revealed: ‘SAS dress as
ISIS fighters in undercover war on
jihadis’ expanding that: “More
than 120 members belonging to
the elite regiment are currently in
the war-torn country covertly
dressed in black and flying ISIS
flags, engaged in what is called
Operation Shader – attacking
Syrian targets on the pretext of
combatting ISIS.”

A mirror image of Basra, Iraq,
exactly ten years ago, September
2005, when British Special Forces,
dressed in Arab clothing, were
arrested by Iraqi police in an
explosive laden car. Had the car
detonated, “Iraqi insurgents”
would, of course, have been
blamed. The British military
demolished the police station in
order to free the would-be
bombers. How many were not
caught and “insurgency” for which
Iraqis were blamed, killed,
tortured, was actually “made in
Britain” and the US, as Syria now?

In August it was reported that

SAS troops in Syria “dressed in
US uniforms, joined US special
forces” in the assassination of
alleged ISIS financier Abu Sayyaf
and the kidnapping of his wife
(Independent, August 10). It
appears the British government
only ever acts with, or at US behest,
whilst sidelining its own
Parliament.

Moreover: “Around 800 Royal
Marines and 4,000 US counter-
parts were on standby to intervene
on short notice if ordered”, wrote
Lendman.

No wonder the Russians are
being castigated for targeting the
wrong kind of terrorists. In addition
to being non-discriminatory and
regarding a terrorist as simply that,
they might also take the black flag
waving SAS soldiers in fancy dress
as terrorists. A “tangled web”,
indeed.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov is anything but
selective about the head chopping,
culture erasing monsters besieging
Syria – CIA trained or not – stating
last week: “If it looks like a
terrorist, if it acts like a terrorist, if
it walks like a terrorist, if it fights
like a terrorist, it’s a terrorist,
right?”

In a response which stunningly
illuminated Washington’s
selective stance towards terrorism
US Secretary of State, John Kerry
stated: “What is important is Russia
has to not be engaged in any
activities against anybody but
ISIL, That’s clear. We have made
that very clear.”Breathtaking, it is
for the Syrian government to
specify the parameters.

The US and UK of course are
both bombing and supporting
insurgents entirely illegally in

Syria, having no UN mandate and
no request from the country’s
governing body. Did Kerry even
blush when Lavrov remarked –
over the unspoken questions as to
whether Russia would extend its
air coverage to terrorist groups in
Iraq – that they had no such plans:
“We are polite people, we don’t
come if not invited”, he said.

Vladimir Putin had said: “We
have … an invitation and we intend
to fight against terrorist
organisations and them only”,
possibly referring to allegations
that the US has been targeting
Syrian government sites and
military personnel.

Russia’s diplomatic envoys
were reasonably polite to the US
too. Before embarking on air
strikes, according to US State
Department spokesman John
Kirby: “A Russian official in
Baghdad this morning informed
US Embassy personnel that
Russian military aircraft would
begin flying anti-ISIL missions
today over Syria. He further
requested that US aircraft avoid
Syrian airspace during these
missions.”

Russia had, in effect given the
US one hour’s notice to leave Syria.
The US speedily responded with a
report of Russian attacks causing
civilian casualties. Sadly it
transpired that at the time of the
reported attacks, Russian planes
had not yet left the ground. By
October 2, it seems panic had set
in amongst the “US led coalition”
which: “ … released a joint
statement calling on Moscow to
immediately cease attacks on the
Syrian opposition and to focus on

see RUSSIA, page 11
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"Our Brand Is Crisis"

By Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally Brooker

Buffy Sainte Marie wins Polaris

Buffy Sainte-Marie is the winner of the 2015 Polaris Prize, given
annually to the best full-length Canadian music album. The $50,000
award is based upon artistic merit, regardless of genre, sales, or
record label. Sainte-Marie’s recording, “Power in the Blood”, was
released last spring to wide acclaim for its brilliant synthesis of
rock, folk, electronics, and indigenous traditional music. The
lyrics are both timely and timeless, reflecting contemporary issues
through the prism of her spiritual and political convictions. There
is truth in her vibrato-rich voice, still compelling after all these
years. Buffy Sainte-Marie was born in 1941 on the Cree First
Nation in Qu’Appelle Valley, Saskatchewan. After achieving
international acclaim during the folk boom of the sixties, she
sustained her career as a musician, and became an accomplished
visual artist and educator. Throughout her career she has been a
consistent champion of indigenous rights, the environment, and
equality. It’s interesting that she beat out mega-selling Canadian
hip-hop superstar, Drake, for the prize. Kudos to the Polaris Prize
judges for picking a truly worthy winner. For more info: http://
buffysainte-marie.com.

Roger Waters open letter to Bon Jovi

Former Pink Floyd bassist and prominent BDS campaigner Roger
Waters published an open letter to American rock band, Bon Jovi,
prior to their Oct. 3 concert in Tel Aviv. The letter, published at
Salon.com, accused lead singer Jon Bon Jovi and his band-mates of
choosing to be complicit with Israeli crimes. Waters’ letter was a
response to a September interview in the Israeli daily Yedioth
Ahronoth, wherein the singer declared his enthusiasm for the visit.
Asked about Roger Waters and the BDS campaign, Bon Jovi replied
“it doesn’t interest me.”  Here are a few snippets from Waters’ open
letter: “You stand shoulder to shoulder with the settler who burned
the baby, the bulldozer driver who crushed Rachel Corrie, the soldier
who shot the soccer player’s feet to bits, the sniper who emptied his
clip into the 13-year-old girl, and the Minister of Justice who called
for genocide. You had a chance to stand on the side of justice with
the pilot who refused to bomb refugee camps, the teenager who
chose eight prison terms over army service, and the prisoner who
fasted for 266 days.”

Neil Young gives Blue Dot Campaign $100K

Canadian rocker Neil Young slammed the dismal environmental
record of the Canadian government at an Oct. 6 press conference
in Vancouver. With scientist and broadcaster David Suzuki at his
side, the 69-year-old musician announced that he was donating
$100,000 to the Suzuki Foundation’s Blue Dot Campaign.
Launched last year, the Blue Dot Campaign calls for enshrining
the right of Canadians to live in a healthy environment in the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Young said “the Blue Dot
movement actually gives people who care about the earth, and the
way they live, a platform, a legal platform, that is possible to use
as a tool when taking on the aggression of the multinational
corporations in their quest for more cash at the expense of the
environment and our life – and all life.” The Blue Dot was chosen
by the Suzuki Foundation to symbolize the earth as seen from
outer space. Since it was founded last year the campaign has been
accompanied by an ongoing tour featuring Suzuki with a host of
artists and prominent Canadians, including Young, Margaret
Atwood, Bruce Cockburn, Feist, Stephen Lewis and Robert
Bateman.  For more info: www.bluedot.ca.

“He Ain’t Dead”: Remembering Joe Hill

November 19th marks a day to remember the legendary working-
class troubadour Joe Hill. On this day in 1915, one hundred years
ago, the 33-year-old Swedish immigrant was executed by a firing
squad in the prison yard of the Utah State Penitentiary. He’d been
accused on circumstantial evidence of killing a Salt Lake City
grocer. Hill’s trial was an international cause-célèbre, with even
President Woodrow Wilson calling for clemency. But the mining
bosses were looking for a union activist scapegoat, so he was
convicted and shot. Joe Hill was a militant with the Industrial
Workers of the World. The union arranged for his  body to be
transported to Chicago for the funeral, which was attended by 30,000
mourners. Conveniently, the bulk of the court records of his trial
disappeared. It took until 2011 to establish conclusive proof of his
innocence (see William M. Adler’s 2011 book “The Man Who
Never Died”). Joe Hill’s noble spirit and stirring songs have been
embraced by working people everywhere. “The Preacher and the
Slave”, “Casey Jones”, “Where the Fraser River Flows”, and “There
is Power in a Union” are just a few of his many enduring anthems.
One of many observations of the centenary of Joe’s death will take
place at the Hirut Restaurant, 2050 Danforth Avenue, in Toronto on
November 19, starting at 7:30. Call 416-556-3513 for more
information.

OUR BRAND IS CRISIS,
2015, directed by David
Gordon Green, written by
Peter Straughan. Rview by
Bill Meyer, People’s World

The Bolivian election of 2002
is the focus of two films with the
same title. The 2005 documentary
Our Brand is Crisis, was directed
by Rachel Boynton, her first
feature, and the newer narrative
film with the same title stars Sandra
Bullock and Billy Bob Thornton,
produced by George Clooney (who
was considered for the star role),
directed by David Gordon Green
and premiered at the 2015 Toronto
International Film Festival.

Both films show the extent to
which America meddles in foreign
elections. Greenberg Carville
Shrum (GCS), an international
political consulting firm based in
Washington, was hired by former
president and now unpopular
candidate, Gonzalo (Goni)
Sánchez de Lozada, to boost his
chances of winning a new term
after anti-privatisation protests
racked the country. The neo-liberal
endorses globalisation and
privatising as a solution to saving
the worst economy in Latin
America.

Boynton had unlimited privi-
leged access to people in power,
as she did in her extraordinary
2013 doc, Big Men, which exposed
a Texas oil company’s exploitation
of the Nigerian Niger Delta. In
Our Brand is Crisis she followed
the inner workings of James
Carville, Tad Devine and the GCS
consultants as they brought about
a miracle by getting Lozada elected
against the will of the people.

We watch the lizard-like
Carville, whom we all remember
as Clinton’s election consultant,
and later Mandela’s, work his
magic by creating a “crisis”
scenario, urging voters to defend
the status quo candidate, and reject
Evo Morales and his Movement
Toward Socialism (MAS) party
who want to expel the IMF and
nationalise the oil industry.

Several days before Bolivians
went to the voting booths, US
ambassador Manuel Rocha warned
the Bolivian electorate that if they
voted for Morales the US would
cut off foreign aid and close its
markets to the country. Morales
nonetheless received nearly 21

percent of the vote, putting him
only a couple of points behind
Sánchez de Lozada.

The film seemingly takes no
position but simply exposes the
many under-handed ways that
consultants use deceptive com-
mercials and scare tactics to get
their candidate elected. Because
of Boynton’s privileged access,
she presented her rough cut to the
bigwigs at GCS who proclaimed it
“fair,” but apparently didn’t like
their depiction in the film. The
ensuing protests and violence that
followed the election, which GCS
takes no credit for, eventually
forced the wealthy Lozada to
resign. Many feel that he was
isolated from the public and never
should have been elected in the
first place, except for the excessive
campaigning by GCS.

The new version of Our Brand
Is Crisis is a star vehicle for Sandra
Bullock, who assumes the Carville
role with a vengeance, and
although it uses the Bolivian

election and the GCS involvement
as the basis for the story, makes
some major plot alterations.

Here it’s the story of a powerful
businesswoman, “Calamity” Jane
Bodine, who eventually got burnt
out after losing four times in
campaigns against her arch-rival,
Pat Candy, a bald headed Carville
look-alike. She is drawn out of
retirement when she finds out he’s
representing her opponent in
Bolivia. The film is a battle of
campaign consultants. Many of the
lines and actions are taken from
the 2005 doc, but for those who
know the realities of Bolivia, it’s
confusing when she assumes the
Carville character, yet is
competing with another strategist
who resemble Carville.

There are many comical scenes
in the entertaining film, and
Bullock stretches her imageby
playing a highly shady character
who cares little about how she
looks and how her actions are
perceived.

This film shines a light on
political strategists whose faulty
definition of democracy is
“opening countries for American
exploitation and globalisation,”
even if they sincerely believe this
will solve the country’s problems.

Ironically, Morales was event-
ually elected in 2005 by a
landslide, the first Indigenous
president in Bolivian history. He
nationalised the oil industry and
legalised coca, and has won the
majority support of his people
ever since. This caused a
consultant at GCS to reason that
apparently Bolivians didn’t want
democracy because they rejected
globalisation. As if they are
synonymous. ●

Despite US interference, Evo
Morales was eventually elected
President of Bolivia in 2005
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REDS ON THE WEB

fighting ISIS.” (UK Guardian
October 2, 2015.)

The statement was issued by
France, Turkey, the United States,
Germany, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
Britain.

However the US cat had already
escaped from the Pentagon bag
and made its way to no less than
the Wall Street Journal which, the
previous day had a header:
“Russian Airstrike in Syria
Targeted CIA-Backed Rebels, US
Officials Say.”

“One area hit was location
primarily held by rebels receiving
funding, arms, training from CIA
and allies.” Oooops.

Michel Chossudovsky has
succinctly unravelled the unholy
morass of the various groups
coupling his piece with the WSJ
story:

“Affiliated to Al-Qaeda, Al
Nusra is a US sponsored ‘jihadist’
terrorist organisation which has
been responsible for countless
atrocities. Since 2012, AL-Qaeda
and Al Nusra – both supported by
US intelligence – have been
working hand in glove in various
terrorist undertakings within Syria.

“In recent developments, the
Syrian government has identified
its own priority areas for the
Russian counter-terrorism air
campaign, which consists
essentially in targeting Al Nusra.
Al Nusra is described as the
terrorist arm of the Free Syrian
Army (FSA).

What's  LeftWhat's  LeftWhat's  LeftWhat's  LeftWhat's  Left

Fridays, Oct. 30 & Nov. 27

“While Washington has
categorised Al Nusra as a terrorist
organisation (early 2012), it
nonetheless provides support to
both Al Nusra and its so-called
‘moderate rebels’ in the form of
weapons, training, logistical
support, recruitment, etc. This
support is channelled by America’s
Persian Gulf allies, including Qatar
and Saudi Arabia as well as through
Turkey and Israel.”

At the Russian intervention, US
Ambassador to the UN, Samantha
Power took to Twitter, stating: “We
call on Russia to immediately cease
attacks on Syrian opposition and
civilians.” Such action, she

warned: “will only fuel more
extremism and radicalisation.”
Chutzpah outdone – until 2003
and the US-UK blitzkrieg there
were no US sponsored organ
eating, dismembering lunatics.
Syria and Iraq were two of the
most secular countries in the
region.

Syria, from lies, to heartbreak,
to cultural destruction has become
a microcosm of the demented,
ridiculous “war on terror”. The
lies and subterfuge to justify the
horror have become more
desperate but only the most obtuse
can avoid noticing that terrorists R
US. ●

  Vancouver, BC

La Trova Nuestra, monthly
Latin American social evening,
Fridays, Oct. 30 and Nov. 27, 8
pm, at the Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive,
admission $10.

Action Rally on Climate
Change, 12 noon, Thursday,
Nov. 5, join CUPE National
delegates and speaker Naomi
Klein outside the Convention
Centre by Canada Place.

Annual Revolution Banquet,
Sat., Nov. 14, doors open 5 pm,
dinner 5:30, program 7 pm, at
Victoria Drive Community Hall,
2026 E. 43 Ave. Featuring great
food and performers, toast to
the Revolution, YCL greetings,
and more. Tickets $20

(students and unemployed
$12), call Centre for Socialist
Education, 604-254-9836.

  Surrey, BC

Candle light vigil to protest
the brutal murders of Dalit
children in India, Friday,
October 30, 6 pm, at Holland
Park (near King George High-
way and 100 Ave). Organized
by We Are All Untouchables
and Radical Desi magazine,
778-862-2454.

  Toronto, ON

Event to mark centenary of
Joe Hill’s death, at the Hirut
Restaurant, 2050 Danforth
Ave., Thursday, Nov. 19,
starting 7:30. Call 416-556-
3513 for more information.

Russia exposes coalition lies....
continued from page 9

People's Voice builders were at Toronto's Word on the Street in
September, distributing the paper and talking politics with literary-
minded voters. Thanks from our Editorial Board to the volunteers
who set up the PV booth at this event every year! (Photo: Ed Bil)

repositioning itself toward the
“centre” of the bourgeois political
spectrum for several decades,
discarding its advocacy of “ballot-
box socialism” and jettisoning many
of its traditional social democratic
policies. It has distanced itself from
the labour movement and instead
appealed to the ‘middle strata’ of
professionals and small business
people (i.e., the petty bourgeoisie),
while accommodating the interests
of monopoly capital.

The NDP’s rightward shift during
this campaign however was
especially pronounced, leading
many – even long-time supporters
and party members – to abandon the
party in favour of a more “left”-
sounding Liberal party. As polling
results worsened during the final
weeks of the campaign, the anti-
Harper vote strategically migrated
elsewhere. This was especially the
case in Quebec, where the NDP lost
over a half-million votes, primarily
to the Liberals.

What Next?

Now that the initial euphoria over
the defeat of the Conservatives is
receding, the labour movement, the
left and democratic forces need to
reorient on contending with a new
Liberal majority in Ottawa. Liberals
have a notorious tradition of
campaigning from the left, and
governing from the right. The main
challenge today will be to mobilize
the popular forces to pressure the
new government to implement
promises made during the campaign,
and to makefurther, more advanced
demands for fundamental change

that serve the interests of working
people, the environment, and the
cause of peace and disarmament.

The Trudeau Liberals committed
to a long list of policy changes on
the campaign trail, including: to end
Canada’s combat mission in the
“war on ISIL” in Iraq & Syria; to
raise taxes on the wealthy; to launch
major infrastructe projects; to
revamp child benefits; to restore
home mail delivery; to increase the
flow of Syrian refugees; to set
ambitious emission-reduction
targets; around pension reform; to
introduce electoral reform, replacing
the “first-past-the-post” system; to
restore funding to CBC; to repeal
Bill C-24 which created two classes
of citizenship; and not least, to
launch a full public enquiry into the
1,181 missing and murdered
Aboriginal women across Canada.

Experience teaches however that
in the realm of bourgeois politics,
there is inevitably a great divide
between what people expect to get,
and what they actually end up
receiving. It is therefore imperative
to re-energize and strengthen the
mass extra-parliamentary move-
ments of the people to hold the
Liberals’ “feet to the fire” to demand
that these commitments are met in
full.

This is particularly the case
around the issue of democratic
electoral reform and the fight for
proportional representation (PR).
Measures are also urgently needed
to reduce campaign spending by
political parties, both during and
between elections, and to repeal the
anti-democratic changes imposed by
C-23 (the Conservatives’ “Fair
Elections Act”).

Other crucial battles also need to
be waged, including the struggle to

defeat the dangerously pro-
corporate Trans Pacific Partnership
(TPP) agreement which must be
ratified by every provincial
legislature; the continuing campaign
to repeal, rather than superficially
amend, the anti-democratic C-51
(anti-terrorist law); the fight to repeal
anti-labour legislation; the campaign
to cut military spending and to exit
NATO, etc.

In many respects, the objective
terrain to win these and many other
democratic, economic and political
demands has improved with the
demise of the Harper government.
Resistance however will not be built
by relying on spontaneity, but rather
through a conscious political and
organizational struggle to invigorate
the extra-parliamentary movements,
and an ideological struggle to shed
illusions about the bourgeois role
and character of the Liberal
government.

The Communist
Campaign

Overall, we can be very pleased
with the efforts mounted by our
Clubs, local campaign committees
and our 26 candidates during this
election. We take this opportunity
to acknowledge the excellent work
of our candidates, and to thank them
and all of our members, friends and
supporters who contributed to our
electoral work over the past several
months.

Our Party realized from the outset
that this would a difficult campaign
to wage, considering the obstacles
facing us. Once again, the main-
stream corporate media virtually
blacked out coverage of our party
and its candidates. Once again, our
size and meager resources limited
our ability to reach a larger audience
with our platform and political

perspective. Once again, our
candidates were excluded from local
all-candidates debates in a number
of instances. And the “first-past-
the-post” system, combined with an
intense desire to defeat the
Conservatives and the impact of
campaigns to vote strategically to
achieve that end, made it very
difficult to increase the size of our
vote at the polls. Despite these
circumstances, we made some
modest but notable gains, especially
in Vancouver East, Vancouver
Kingsway, Calgary  Forest Lawn
and Davenport, where our
candidates won very respectable
vote counts.

While fighting for every possible
vote, our Party’s objectives were
not primarily focused on the vote
tally itself. Rather, our main political
goals were: (1) to sharpen the
political criticism of the Harper/

Conservative record, and to help
build momentum to ensure their
defeat; (2) raise substantive issues
and alternative policies and a new
direction away from austerity and
war towards peace and jobs, and
curbs on corporate power; and (3) to
expose the systemic crisis of
capitalism itself and advance the
socialist alternative, and to build
the ranks of our Party and the YCL
in the process.

In our view, the Party was quite
effective in achieving these goals.
At public meetings, through
increased door-to-door canvassing,
and a much improved use of social
media, wesucceeded in reaching
many more people and in injecting
our ideas into the political debate.
The task now will be to build upon
these advances, to continue to
increase our visibility, and to grow
our party, press and YCL. ●

continued from page 7

Election commentary from the Communist Party....
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By Liliany Obando,
September 16, 2015

Political prisoners do exist in
Colombia. In the current context
of peace negotiations between the
government and the FARC-EP
guerrillas, and prior to the eventual
beginning of talks with the National
Liberation Army (ELN), recog-
nition of such is absolutely
necessary. It would be incompre-
hensible if an agreement to end the
conflict does take place while
thousands of political prisoners
still remain behind bars, not to
speak of those who were convicted
unjustly – the convicted innocent
– and who did not have the
possibility of their cases being
reviewed and, in this way, to be
remedied, late though it may be.

Data on the extreme violence
of Colombia’s long, internal armed
conflict suggest that the condition
of those imprisoned today as
political prisoners is becoming
more and more complex. It’s not a
matter exclusively of those men
and women who joined the
insurgencies as combatants and
who are defined as prisoners of
war under international law, but
rather of the great majority of
Colombian political prisoners who
are drawn from the non-combatant
majority population. They are
political prisoners of conscience
and political prisoners in con-
nection with the internal armed
conflict. The latter belong to the
unarmed political opposition. They
are defenders of human rights,
critical thinkers, or take part in
social movements, labour unions,
the student movement, small
farmer organizations, and groups
representing indigenous or
African-descended Colombians.

This tragic reality, among
others, is quite understandable as
the result of a politics that distorts
the idea of political crime and
converts the universal right of
rebellion into a crime. And the
latter is used as a weapon for
persecuting those in the opposition,
whether they are under arms or are
legal.  In this way thousands of
political prisoners are not even
being tried or sentenced for
political crimes as strictly defined
like rebellion, sedition, rioting, and

Who are the political prisoners in Colombia?
- an inquiry within the context of the peace negotiations

crimes related to these as
established by the Colombian
criminal justice system. Instead
they face charges that are beyond
the realm of political crime and
quite separate.  We are speaking
of common crimes like terrorism,
kidnapping, forced displacement,
forced recruitment of minors, and
narco-trafficking etc. Additionally,
through false allegations of this
last crime, that of narco-trafficking,
some political prisoners have
ended up being extradited to the
United States, although the Col-
ombian Constitution prohibits
extradition for political crimes.

This goes to show that we are
looking upon a panorama in which
students and academicians are
seriously portrayed as being
terrorists, labour union leaders as
financiers of terrorism, and
innumerable rural people and
social justice activists as narco-
traffickers. But also there are
hundreds of political prisoners,
prisoners of war actually, who,
many of them, are suffering from
severe mutilations incurred at the
time they were captured, or
terminal illnesses that clearly
deserve treatment in accordance
with international humanitarian
law. Others of them are facing
lengthy judicial processes and
sentences as they exist under
inhuman conditions. Many of the
female political prisoners are
mothers, some having been armed
combatants, others not. Further-
more, several are single-mother
heads of families, a situation
carrying special requirements that
are almost always ignored. And
many of them have children with
them in prison who are less than
three years old. For them, the
penitentiary and incarceration
system and the judicial apparatus
operate in favour of men. Justice is
differentiated by gender and
despite various laws gained for
women by women, justice in
practice is non-existent.

Not all political prisoners find
themselves deprived of freedom
inside prison walls. Some,a few,
live under detention in their own
homes and others in prison homes,
and although their conditions are
substantially improved compared
with those living under degrading

prison conditions, deficiencies and
perversions of the judicial system
do remain.

But also there are the former
political prisoners who are at
partial liberty: those free having
completed their terms, free
provisionally, and free on various
conditions. The ones in this
situation suffer harassment, stig-
matization, persecution, impedi-
ments to judicial benefits they’ve
earned, and lack of opportunities
to rebuild their lives.

However, it’s necessary to
understand also that, especially in
the case of political prisoners,
sentences aren’t limited to being
physically deprived of freedom.
Accessory penalties are imposed
also, like removal from public office,
or administratively being declared
unfit to fill this type of office, or
being required to pay onerous fines.
A “victims’ unit” usually imposes
such fines, and thus victims are
converted into victimizers.

All of this is backed up by a
judicial apparatus that applies
criminal law to political opponents
as if to an enemy and a prison
society that is a result, among
others, of manipulation by the
official mass media.

Each of these ends up being
useful to legislators who, on the
one hand, approve more punitive
laws and new penal standards and
who, on the other, justify the de
facto denial of basic principles in
the implementation of justice,
among them due process, pre-

sumption of innocence, and
technical defence etc.

Taken together, they make the
situation of thousands of
Colombian political prisoners
more onerous.

As if this overview did not
suggest enough difficulties, even
now - and as a result of such diffi-
culties - a really accurate census of
how many political prisoners there
are, prisoners of conscience and
prisoners of war alike, does not
exist. The institutions base their
census almost exclusively on who
is being processed for the crime of
rebellion.

Among the organizations
defending political prisoners, and
among the political prisoners
themselves, there is no consensus
in regard to how many there really
are. Some partial counts do exist –
they vary according to the type of
political or social organization -
but there is no unified national
census of all political prisoners.
Some organizations speak of 4,500
political prisoners drawn from both
armed combatants and civilians,
and others mention around 9500.
The FARC-EP spokesperson Iván
Márquez holds that of the total

Prison hunger strike in Colombia

The political prisoners and prisoners of war of the FARC-EP and
ELN have announced from the maximum security prison ERON
PICOTA in Bogotá that they, and many prisoners from other parts
of the country, have launched an indefinite hunger strike. A
nationwide mobilization is being carried out involving prisoners
from all over Colombia, which has approximately 1,500 prisoners
from the guerrilla movements.

In a communiqué sent on October 13, they demand that the
national reconciliation and a stable and lasting peace must also
benefit those who suffer inhuman treatment behind the prison walls.
They call for participation in the peace process and for ending the
repression and torture of the prison system, which are an everyday
reality in Colombia.

The statement says, “When the prison authorities are not able to
exert pressure through mental means or using the time factor, they
torture with the tactics of denying access to medical care and
medical treatment to the sick and wounded, according to the
prisoners. The promises of the directors of the Colombian prison
system, the Minister of Justice and the Minister of Health, to
improve the conditions are pure hypocrisy, since nothing ever
changes. For this reason, the political prisoners and prisoners of war
demand their participation and a new policy in the criminal legislation
or in the prison system, as well as an end to the extradition of
prisoners to other countries.”

In a second communique on October 14, the prisoners demand
their rights to decent food supplies, medical care, and clean water.
They complain about the overcrowding, which in some prisons is
more than 200%.

The Peace Delegation of the FARC-EP published a communiqué
on its website called “The Day of the Political Prisoner is a Day of
Struggle”, in solidarity with all political prisoners, in and outside
Colombia. ●

- Read more at farc-epeace.org

number of political prisoners,
around 90 percent are people who
are non-combatants or prisoners
of conscience. In other words,
political prisoners of war add only
10 percent to the grand total.

That’s why it’s so important
that a census or a sufficiently
rigorous report on the situation of
political prisoners exists within the
framework of any agreement on
justice for the situation of political
prisoners. And such a tally must
be sufficiently inclusive so that
none of the political prisoners or
ex-political prisoners who are
convinced they were unjustly
convicted can be excluded from
alternatives being considered in
an agreement between the parties
on justice. They may be called
pardons, amnesties, revision, or
whatever may end up being
approved. That is an urgent task
and requires a great effort of
collective formulation.

A good end of the conflict
requires not only that political
prisoners, combatants, and collab-
orators of the insurgencies regain
their freedom, but also – and espec-
ially – that thousands of political
prisoners of conscience and
prisoners for reasons related to the
conflict are freed also. The entire
society must be prepared to receive
them in constructive and positives
ways as part of a scenario where
construction of a Colombia in
peace is taking place. Opening up
discussion and tolerating
differences are part of that.

*For the purposes of this
article, we speak of political
prisoners as representing the
fullgamut of persons who, as the
result of political motivation, have
been deprived of their liberty due
to their thinking, their legal
political actions, or their resort to
arms. Liliany Obando is a
sociologist, a defender of human
rights and former political
prisoner. ●

Liliany Obando and her daughter Lily, with Domenic Bellissimo,
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Canada, who was recently in Colombia.


