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"Workers and students - same struggle", reads this banner carried in Montreal's May Day march by supporters of CLASSE, the most
militant of the Quebec student movements resisting a huge increase in post-secondary tuition fees.

Will F35 fighter jets carry nuclear bombs? page 11

Opposmon tothe Harper government’s proposal to purchase 65 F-35 fighter jets has been consis
growing. Most of it is focused on the related issues of costs and corruption that are associated
procurement. There is, however, another aspect to the F-35 program that has not received mu (gessmns
attention - the link with renewed nuclear weapons development. In early 2010 the US gove -

not initially intended to be nuclear capable, the US announcement clearly |nd|cates that F-35 &
carry and deliver this nuclear weapon. The rollout of the F-35 is planned to coincide with the rol
the redesigned B61 nuclear bomb. There has been no statement from the Canadian government_ -
the use of the F-35 program to develop the B61 nuclear bomb. Nor has there been any indica
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The struggle in Greece 3 7 Killer bugs?

After the votes were counted in May Day’Roundup The mountain pine-beetle is

the Greek general election on getting the blame for deadly
May 6, maneuvers on forming a You'd never know it from the sawmill explosions in British
new government began, but the mainstream media, but millions of Columbia. But the story behinc
issues faced by working people workers and their allies hit the streets this tragedy is one of corporate
remained much the same. world-wide for May Day 2012. greed on a vast scale.
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KKE remains in frontline
of Greek struggles

radical changes will mature in thecan see, the KKE said, that the vote
people’s consciousness, in theand the seats are not sufficient fo
The May 6 election results in direction of the communist proposals.such a government. But in the final
Greece show areversal of the political  “We consider significant, positive analysis, the bigger problem is thai
scene, according to the initial responsand at the same time a great legacy fowhile SYRIZA has made “general
ofthe Greek Communist Party (KKE), the next period the fact that wedenunciations” of the “troika”
especially the interruption of the confronted on our own the pro-memorandum, it has not made clea
“rotation” in office of the PASOK European, pro-EU forces in theirits programme for a coalition.
(social democratic) and New entirety, irrespective of the positions  Asthe KKE says, SYRIZA “should
Democracy (conservative) parties. they took concerning the not merely denounce the
“We are moving into a transitional memorandum,” noted the KKE. “We memorandum but return to the peopls
phase where there will be an attempt téought in order to promote our ownthe gains that were abolished befor
create a new political scene with newalternative proposal which respondshe memorandum - because most d
formations, new figures with a centre-to and satisfies the people’sinterests..the gains were lost before the
right orientation or based on a newWe feel that our responsibilities andmemorandum - as well as many other|
social democracy that will have our role in relation to the people andabolished after the memorandum. A
SYRIZAatits core, aimed at preventingtheir problems must be strengthenedjovernment has to manage everythin
the rising radicalism of the people...”and we believe that we will continueand not merely the unemployment

PV Vancouver Bureau

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* Lincoln CountyHumane Society workersof CUPE 1287 tooK

5 even willing to talk to the workers who reject a two-tier contract.
union has been running a newspaper and radio campaign to pr
the shelter executive director and have been joined by the Nia
Animal Defense League as well as other unions.
* 330 St. Catharines TRVduto parts workers were able to
reverse a wage freezand two-tier pension contract after an und
I 24 hour strike, with new workers now having a pension like thei
workers.
*Hundreds of workers heldcandelight vigil on their last day at th
Ft. Erie slots as the provincial austerity layoffs took effect, while ar
e municipal governments have vowed to take over the businesp
e run it themselves.
f* Over 10,000 people protestedn May 2 at Grimsby Seconda
School against the Liberal provincial government’s reneging
5 reconstructing the local hospital, whose board chair wrote a
protest song “Promises Not Enough”. Although the local MPP
y is also the Conservative party leader attended, he was warned
crowd to not take the stage.
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their employer to the labour board for bad faith bargaining affer a
continuing impasse in their strike. Initially management was| not
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saysthe KKE. “Therewillbe anattemptto be the irreplaceable force thatbenefit, as was mentioned. It has t¢ * The labour council and regional government unveiled a plaglie to

to form a government either from thesedefends the people’s interests.” manage issues of economy, the stan
electionsorfromthe electionstofollow, The KKE won a small increase inof the business groups towards th
agovernment made up of all parties, ovotes, rising to 8.5% and 26 deputiesvorking people, the list of the
a government of national unity, or aelected, from 7.5% and 21 deputies irprivatisations adopted in the previous
coalition government aimed preciselythe previous campaign. This growthyears. Ithasto handle issues of foreig
at preventing the creation of a majoritywas achieved despite many obstaclegpolicy such as the general
current that will struggle for change.” since the KKE was the main target ofcommitments that arise from the EU

The ND announced that it waspolitical attacks for its leading role in NATO, from the strategic alliance with
unable to form a government, passingnobilizing resistance against thethe USA.... In order to agree with such
this constitutional responsibility to “troika” deals.
the party with the second highest Clarifying its position on the aU-turn,asummersault. Itwould have

eremember injured and killed workers as part oftag of Mourning,

e Wwhile aninquest opened into the death two years ago of a 19-ye
construction worker being paid under the table.
* The manager of the regional government’s chronic diseasq

h injury prevention division announced that e of a nutritional
breakfastin Niagara has gone up 7% between 2010 and 2011
called for politicians to ensure “adequate income levels” for
Meanwhile two Niagara food banks laid off staff, one offig
explaining “our demand is up 9% and our revenue is down 5%.

agovernment the KKE needs to make¢ * Even though the Supreme Court of Canada’s appeal rejecti
hammered the last nail into the coffin of a class action lawsuit by|Port

number of votes, the SYRIZA formation of a new government, theto make unacceptable compromisesthatColborne residentsuing Vale Inco for polluting their land and

coalition of left groups. KKE responded to proposals floatedhave nothing to do with the people’s|
Addressing its members andby SYRIZA concerning a interests....
supporters, the KKE called upon thentgovernment of the left”. Everyone kind of KKE.” @

the courtruled it wasn’t violating the environmental laws of the ti

to “be at the frontline of the struggles

in the next days because we havg
pressing, serious issues which are i
progress, such as the collectivg
bargaining agreements, the protectio
of the unemployed, the bankruptcy of

the social security funds, the new Judging by the capitalist media

PEOPLE'S VOICE FUND DRIVE:

cannot waste any time. The peopléand clubs to attack rioters. In factfinally able to cheer their long-
must not waste time.”

Insome countries, itwas aday td=Isewhere May Day was an
measures which amount to 11.5-14.50 Canada, nothing much happenegay tribute to the gains achievedccasionforrallieslarge andsmall13) will be the annual Pancake
billion euros which will be paid for on May First, other than a fewunder socialist governments. FoPut everywhere dedicated toBreakfast held by the Burnaby
out of the pockets of the people. wencidents of police using tear gasexample, Venezuelanworkers werélefending the interests of workersClub, starting 10 am at 5435

past halfway, heading for home

ar old
and
and

all.
ial

has

their health, the residents vow to continue their fight by suing
The people do not need thisindividually. Vale's responsibility for the pollution was proved, but

e.

Mother's Day (Sunday, May

People’s Voicavas there too, Kincaid St., Burnaby. It's just $12

of course, millions of workers andawaited new labour law, whichinforming participants about thefor all you can eat ($8 for those

Although the votes were scatteredtheir allies came out to celebrateestores their retirement andstruggles for a better, socialistunder 12), and last call for
in both directions, right and left, saidand march onthe International Daydismissal bonuses and greatlyvorld. And with your support, we pancakes is 12 noon.

the KKE, the results demonstrate thaof the Worker.

Marking 90th anniversary of the working class press

Labor demands investigation
'False evidence extradited Peltier’

mary puldslod by e Indias
Yedar which [llusiraisd the
miscarnags of jmikee
Frar Hear came in Yooy
#ith Dering Trndall, Peltier's
sdopied wlsler, who  apeE
wirkE - Im Mr: Mokals @z
qn.-lL'n:\-n 1& User bmal
“Thiey ks hanl this irtal will be
TEErE el Tymdall seld the
Trikame as s desoribed - T
coetebelian of Pulther S tan Farga
S LADDN. pu 12

ppai ol II|. VLE wha alm
rr\-nlw- emued  an in-
g eyl |n'.1-u.|z:|||:r| i e
fufder @l Canadisn cifipen May
AFIEE an LS P Hidge maer-
vt In Sead Takoda

ﬁ:l.r.hlnul_ Bl s ibain] W stked by Pelther came 1o Ve

et Matew Jeader Leaprd  oopeer far thefired e e wesl
'-"--lilr (7Y hr~ Upiled. Staies ardl ;e conlmssd (hat her argmal
ponnibly ‘b hep deith wes fibes  ddecy wass e, wimg sl of bt by
widonee o mgletedy ddbeiesbad by FBI ageiris Dave Prce and EE
i PRI il igned by & fabey Wi
sk foeowdll Inco e g by FHIT
haramomml

Muvile Peor Breae of Pl REps
Soqgih Dskots whoes wilidevil
eluimed Sl ke Was aE dpewil
e o Be oliped munler pre

el Bia® e et ralid
m |h- Capaedian opari of &
Emdilier. by the 51 5, Aurderies
pruompled | e Ypnoourer and
Dirtriel Labew Coriged] (his week 1
drmaad 1had etk e mingler R
Maslard arder = lhoroaglh o
we il alien il errihirade gheim
fo ihe mirediion Bearing

LW el e Frask Heptads's
meian  Salcadng Uhe Pror  Bear
rrrelalizex wim e enEnimEne

a

Ini &ari, Pecr Bear zavs, phe as T
l.r'.lll:u.:.'ul-i_rlr\-lrr e prere gl ihe
al l:‘|“.\-" e i far I-ur Tty
Pelfer's g dreed,
:lrl.rrJI.'lI. sha hoad rr'.l
seeri Pehier.

Pralid warier Bl mesbracin, 5
mrahier of e Labor Corfenies
tr Blumar Highis suggesind thia
Sl forreatim Cpenmiested e
wWiol Pelsr iral"” Geshrechi
dres pEEmln o Ue brial s

I|n. FEl
mel of

Fridoy, Moy 20, 1977

' RIBUNE

T
4 Jobless campaign
| urgent, says CP

Hanrive |.l|. I.H‘ i Tl of Ui working
Cumaily i &
Denderal goacrren e
Py which hae bees  Purtheq
igremisd by the weps sonjral
jreran mef ke lasl  bucgsl,
charged Willlim: Kaslian, Qo
rmambe Party gereral pearetary, In
Skl which callad on fhe
iy ke e oo Read an el fighe
Tor jrim
M bng

Ul e
riact

I r.| g 8 sl :-cnm.g [rgranm
I il an' K e et
AT, el o Ligm al : m:
oope {8 parm 7 oal Uase
sarmry 55,000 or fewa Kpehize
B iy @ berw B r|-II.
of hillarg Seing © |:.-1'
fifts  aglicsl & - phany ‘iu'rll

it il L raye]
Ay pred covals

[

The struggle to save American Indian Movement activist Leonard Peltier was on the front page of
the Pacific Tribune thirty-five years ago this month, on May 20, 1977. Extradited from Canada on
the basis of false affidavits, Peltier was convicted of murder in a U.S. court and remains
incarcerated to this day. This issue also reported on the Communist Party’s proposals for a
campaign against unemployment, and on a new coalition to demand a moratorium on corporate
plans for a Mackenzie Valley pipeline. Photo shows participants in this coalition, including (from
left) Bob Manuel of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs, Catholic bishop Remi De Roo, campaign
coordinator Wes Maultsaid, and BC Federation of Labour legislative director Colin Gabelmann.

for many more years!
Our Fund Drive has nowtoppedlabour movements in

increases parental leave benefitavill keep reporting those struggles  Our second annual Bus Tour to
locations linked to the radical and
the

the halfway mark, standing atabouvvancouver area will leave the
53% as of May 4. Quebec is theCentre for Socialist Education
first province to meet its target, (706 Clark Drive) at 10 am on
with $760 raised, or 152% of theirSunday, May 27. Your $20 bus
$500 target. Alberta is still at 89%,ride includes a lunch at the Centre
with $3030 raised on a goal ofafter the two-hour guided tour.

$3400, followed by SaskatchewanCall 604-255-2041 for details.
with $550turnedin, or 69% oftheir ~ Please plan to attend our 20

th

$800 target. Ontario has achievednnual People’s Voice Victory
over 50% of their $21,600 goal,Banquet. Doors open 6 pm, Sat.,
with $10,861 raised so far. ThenJune 2, at the Russian Hall, 600

we have British Columbia at 38%Campbell Ave.,
($7555 of their $20,000 target),Besides an International Buffe

Vancouver.

ta

Manitoba (33%, or $775 towards awve’ll have door prizes, a video
$2400 goal), andthe Atlanticregionpresentation, and live music.
at25% ($300 out of $1200. AnotherTickets are just $20 (or $10 low-
$450 has arrived from generousncome), from 604-254-9836 or at

U.S. readers. the door. We'll see you there!

\ Here's my contribution |
| to the PV Fund Drive! !

I
: Enclosed please find my donation of $
j o the 2012 Peoplet®ice Press Fund DriveI

I Name

: Address
I City/town

Postal Code

: Prov

| Sendyour contributionto:
| People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1
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; including CAW, OSSTF, CUPE, budget.
Special to PV and CUPW. There were a number of May}
This year's May Day actions Following the downtown rally, Day actions in Quebec, with the
across Canada were larger andbout 400 supporters of Occupylargest drawing about 4,000 i
more unified than in the recentToronto embarked on a peacefuMontreal, = with  stronger
past, drawing together sections ofe-occupation at Simcoe Parkrepresentation from the Quebe
the trade unions, students, Occup¥gcross from the Metro ConventionFederation of Labour than in the
groups, anti-war and anti-povertyCentre. The action transformedpast, aswell as contingents fromth ;
movements, and leftorganizationsSimcoe Park into a space forCSN/CNTU and various socialf= e
While small compared to manyeducation, conversation, andgroups and progressive politicalgs
other countries, the actions were @rotest, across the street from thearties, especially Quebec Solidairgs—=y
sharp protest against the Harpeannual general meeting of BarrickWhile the corporate media ignored
Tory government’s first year as aGold. CEO Aaron Regent is thethis union-backed demonstration, if s
majority in Parliament, and ahighest paid CEO in Canada. gave huge coverage to police
powerful show of solidarity with  Two days earlier, Toronto’s violence against an evening stude
the striking Quebec students.  United May Day Committee held rally, and againstan anarchist prote
In Toronto, there was a singlea lively celebration at the earlier in the day.
May Day demo, bringing together Steelworkers Hall on Cecil Street, The Montérégie region held a
groups which had previouslywhere Communist Party leaderevent honouring the late unio
organized two separate marchedMiguel Figueroa was among theorganizer Madeleine Parent anc
An estimated 2,000 took part,speakers. the 1946 textile strike. Other
representing a wide cross-section Hundreds of trade unionists andQuebec events include a marc
of the left and social activist forcesallies rallied in Ottawa, protesting and cultural eventin Quebec City E '
in the city. The march featured athe layoff of thousands of publicrallies in Gatineau and Joliette
number of banners from unionssector workers in the latest Toryand a labour-sponsored banqugs
on the North Shore of Montreal.
About 300 marchers took to thells =i
streets of Edmonton on May Day . =
taking the traditional route downj§
Whyte Avenue on the city’s south
side. Participating groups included
some trade unions, Occup

\ DEMOCRATIE CE NEST PAS: [ Eomonion. the Sudent worer |
N GhGHE TU s PEROL wore the red square in Solda

wore the red square in solidarityMay Day march through downtown Toronto (photo: Ed Bil)

1E FAIS CE QUE JE VEUX> with students in Quebec), the
~JEAN CHAREST

R AT ey
Syndicat s professeurs et professeUres
5 g (Unversté tu Qusbes & Monteéel_

-’ )

| 5 ] £ N
d/QAM professors at the Montreal May Day march.

Communist Party of Canada, andsince 1980. Unions carrying flagssquare badges, in solidarity with
others. Speeches were made byicluded PSAC, CUPW, CAW, the Quebec students.
rank and file leaders of the AlbertaUFCW, and Steelworkers. Student Other rallies were held in
Union of Public Employees, Postalmovement leaders passed out redamilton, Halifax, and Calgary.
Quebec students with banner quoting Premier Jean Charest: Workers, and PSAC. Two local
"Democracy isn't | win, you lose. | do whatever | want." NDP MLAs were present, both
newly elected in the April 23 |
provincial election. .

Occupy Vancouver and the
labour movementjoined forces fo
arally atthe Art Gallery, followed
by a march of some 400 to the
kickoff of local MayWorks events. |§
Keynote speakers at the rallyf
included BC Federation of Labou
president Jim Sinclair, and the
Federation’s secretary-treasure
Irene Lanzinger.

About 250 took part in
Winnipeg's annual May Day walk,
Communist contingentsin Edmonton (above) and Toronto (right)  sponsored by the Labour Counci

Thousands rally for May First in USA

tremendous profits off the backs
of not just the nurses, but the
patients,” she said. “We pledge to
stand with the nurses as you
continue your fight.”

Members of the Inland
Boatmen’s Union held a morning
strike, forcing ferry commuters
from the North Bay to find other
ways into San Francisco.

“We have been negotiating in
good faith for one year now,” said
IBU member Rene Alvarado. “The
district says they appreciate
workers, but they have shown no
appreciation at the bargaining
table. We deserve a fair contract

The emergence of the Occupyled many of the contingents, whic
movement last fall has given aincluded the transitworkers union
huge boost to May Day Teamsters, UniteHERE and The
celebrations in the United StatesTaxi Workers Alliance - with their
After decades on the back-burnercabs. The crowd marched on Wal
May Day was revived in 2006 by Street and ended at Battery Park
a walkout of immigrant workers In the San Francisco Bay area
across the country, and this yeaPW correspondent Marilyn Bechtel
proved that the international dayreportedthat“unionsandimmigran
of the worker has returned to stayights organizations marked Ma
in the land of its origins. Day with picket lines, rallies and

In New York, according to the marches around the region. Uni
People’s World website, “Unionists, was the theme, and health care wa
Occupy Wall Street supporters,a prime issue, as janitors, nurses
immigrants,women, LGBT activists bus drivers, ferry workers, city
and the disabled filled Union Squarenvorkers and immigration reform
from one end to the other on Maygroups campaigned in an overal

Day. The message from the stag&éamework of rights for the 99 Occupy Wall Street banner at the New York May Day rally. and health care for our families
was loud and clear: "We are the 99%percent.” ) and retirees.”
unions, students and immigrants, all In San Francisco, hundreds obefore the rally. “Companies areaffected by the walkout. Wrapping up the day in

of us together can make a bettejanitors and their supporterstrying to have janitors pay lots of ~ Sutter has made over $4 billionOakland, thousands of immigrant
world! The New York Labor Chorus picketed a downtown mall, money for family health care. in profits since 2007, and pays itsights campaigners and labour
sang “Solidarity Forever,” and thesupporting SEIU Local 87 membersMany janitors only work parttime; CEO $4.7 million a year, but is unions gathered in a heavily Latino
crowd roared the chorus “and thevaging contractbattles with Macy’s Some could end up working just todemanding big cuts from its RNs,part of the city and marched five
union makes us strong’!” and Bloomingdales. Some 3,50pay for their family health care.” including forcing them to work miles to City Hall. Led by Aztec
People came from as far awayanitors are involved in contract Registered nurses at Suttewhile sick and to pay thousands irdancers, a marching band and a
as Delaware and Maryland to jointalks now underway in the city. ~ Health, members of the Californiaincreased costs for health care. drum corps, a diverse crowd
the New York celebration. “It's totally unfair that janitors Nurses Association/National Alameda Labor Council headincludingimmigrants from Africa,
Homemade signs denounced greedho keep stores and malls in supeurses United, heldaone-day strikdosie Camacho pledged theasia and the Middle East as well
and demanded governmenduper shape don’'t have decengtlOfacilitiesindifferentareacities.backing of the council which as from Mexico and Latin
funding of human needs. wages and benefits,” Local 87The union said some 4,500 nursegepresents 100,000 workers. “WeAmerica, demanded a fair
Bands, puppeteers and dancef@resident Olga Miranda saidand other professionals wereknow [Sutter] is making immigration policye
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EDIT ORIALS

New hope, new challenges

Recent popular struggles and elections give rise to hopes th
right-wing grip on global politics is being further weakened.
nothing is automatic, and the emergence of positive new tr|
brings with it a different set of challenges.

The past several years have withessed a powerful seri
general strikes in many countries, more recently bolstered by
student protests, including in Quebec. Increasingly, working pe
students, and their community allies are taking to the streets a
profiteering, exploitation and war.

This mood is reflected in varying degrees at the ballot box.

But our fight cannot end with the election of “moderate” parfies
which promise to soften the blows of neoliberalism. Workjng s
people desperately need a People’s Agenda that includes|truiy
progressive tax reforms and public ownership of the key sectdrs of
the economy, as the basis to create good jobs, wipe out poyerty,
provide universal health care and education, protect the environent
and end militarism and war forever.

The wheel of history has begun to turn. Our challenge todayfis {o
build the powerful, united people’s movement that will mobil|ze
millions for these policies, replacing the domination of big cagital
with the political power of the working class.

Unemployment and resistance _ o N _
In your May Day 2012 issue part of the victims’ lives, but that generally but within the left in

The ruling class appears nervous these days, faced with unruly gtriketters section, Wayne Madderwas no protection from the racistsparticular which ignores the
by workers and students, and setbacks at the ballot box. Underlyifg thisites that a flawed on-line CBC The reason faith-based minoritiegealities of patriarchy and racism
unease is a very real objective factor: the continued growth of mapsll aligned him with the Wildrose are attacked are because of fears @fhen opining on issues that only
unemployment. Hunger and poverty are on the rise even in the-“qevélarty on one question because hlesing WASP (White Anglo-Saxon from the surface seem unrelated,
oped” capitalist countries, eroding the ideological grip of the bogsedelieves “giving extra protection Protestant) supremacy, and if wesuch as religious accommodation.

The International Labour Organisation’s “World of Work Report to certain religious groups, whetherdon't protect the minoritieswe leaveln  particular Islamophobia
2012” projects that global unemployment will hit 212 million by fhethat group is a minority or atheworking class andits allies operoperates by painting Muslims as a
end of this year, up 6 million from 2011. Total unemployment inmajority in society” amounts to to divide-and-conquer. threat to secularism, whereas
Ireland, the former “Celtic Tiger”, is around 550,000 out of athe state establishment of religion This is similar to why we need Muslims don’t have the power to
population of six million. In Spain, 5.64 million (24.4%) are jobldss.and somehow puts religious rightdaws protecting the rights of threaten secularism here but the

) .E‘:‘:-;\:’

b

Letters to the Editor

Nothing “sticky” about religious accommodation

Some 50 million jobs have been lost since 2008, and unemploymemiter other rights. workers and the poor but don’tcapitalists behind WASP
is higher in two-thirds of countries since 2010. Theactual questionon-lineisnotreally need laws protecting thesupremacy do. Bogus campaigns
Clearly, the “austerity” drive by big capital and its representatjveabout protection but rights of the bosses. We can sain Ontario and in the United States

(including most social democratic parties) has had a very nedatiacommaodation: “How much shouldthat a law forbidding anyone from against non-existent Shari'a courts
impact on workers, while profits are back at pre-meltdown levels. Ibbe done to accommodate religiousleeping under a bridge is equalgain acceptance from the left by
the U.S., high jobless rates threaten to derail President Obamg’s mainoritiesin Alberta?” It'srevealing butthe truthis that under capitalisnre-branding racism as secularism,
election, but corporations reported $1.65 trillion in profits for [thethatthe questionwas misinterpretethe rich have plenty of homeswhen in fact there has never been
third quarter of 2010. The richest 1,000 people in Britain increpsetthis way. There is a reason why wavhereas the working poor anda proposal to establish Shari'a
their combined wealth by 4.7% lastyear, according to the “Rich list.heed extra efforts to accommodatenemployed need the bridge forcourts in North America.

None of this is an accident. Mass unemployment benefit$ thiaith-based minoritiesbutdon'tneedshelter. Similarly, faith-based My recommendation to
wealthy by holding down wage rates. This basic truth is behingl theore efforts to accommodate faith-minorities don’'t have access toPeople’s Voice readers is that if
Harper government's move to reduce access to Employebased majorities, similar to why wemost of the capital in this countryyou ever find yourself on the same
Insurance, by forcing jobless workers to apply for any availgbleeed efforts to accommodate(contrary to anti-Semitic side of an issue as the Wildrose

opening, regardless of their qualifications. LGBT2SQI and not heterosexualsconspiracy theories) and need téarty or other bigots, even if it is
Sowhen pro-business politicians talk about “reforms” to “imprpvewvhy we need extra efforts tobe protected from those who do.on an on-line poll however flawed,
the economy,” they really mean starving workers into accegtingccommodate women butnotmen, There is much you should reconsider your views,
lower-paying jobs. But this agenda also generates angel amadd why we need extra efforts tanstitutionalization of some repeatedlyifnecessary! Theissue
resistance, and sooner or later, workers will turn against the ¢ntisecommodate oppressed peoples breligions over others many of usof accommodating minorities,
private profit system. nottheir oppressors. Thisis becaustke for granted, such as why oueven faith-based ones, is not
of the existence of patriarchy andveekends are on Sundays antbkticky” or complicated after all,
racism, which are historical Saturdays, why statutory holidaysany more than racism and
v oppressions tied to systems otoincide with Judeo-Christian onespatriarchy are.
P E OP LE s Vo’ CE production that pre-date capitalismas well as bias in school textbooks ; : ;
_ : Lo ; S. Saleh Waziruddin, Niagara
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. but have become interconnected Religion is not something that ls. ON
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 with capitalism. exists independent ofthe historica,:a S,
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., Attacks onfaith-based minoritiesprocesses behind patriarchy, race s == mm mm mm mm m= = = o
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 are often really racism-drivenand class. It's no accident tha Renew |
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net attacks. After all no one peopleinsome partsof Europe ar I
administered theology tests tryingCatholic whereas others ar tOd ayl
Volunteers and contributors for this issue to distinguish a Sikh froma Muslim Protestant, while others still ar - |
Dave Arland, Gabriel Au, Ed Bil, Johan Boyden, during the vigilante attacks whichMuslim, Jewish, pagan, etcl Check your label |
Marianne Breton Fontaine, Sean Burton, followed in the wake of 9/11, suchReligion is interconnected with | |
Sam Hammond, Dave McKee, Liz Rowley, as firebombing mosques andethnicity, culture, and race, and s Please check the I
and our mailers in Vancouver & Toronto. Gurdwaras (Sikh temples),religious rights don't exist in I address label on the I
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerSam Hammond | 2ssaulting men with turbans orisolation from otherrights. I front page to see if I
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Quebec students are making history

solidairehas called for a full public
gvzg/l](_)zmreal Bureau, May inquiry into Victoriaville and r\

Amnesty International is also

As Quebec's historic studentcirculating a petition against the
struggle enters its 13th week ofpolice violence. Quebec provincial
strike and constant mobilization,police arrested 106 people aftef
the battle hasenteredanewroundhe Victoriaville student
At the beginning of May the demonstration, directly from the
provincial Charest Liberalsfinally bus returning to Montreal and ?
sat down with students and otheQuebec City, at the same time al%
groups to produce an offer that imegotiations were still taking placelilis
now being voted on by students ain Quebec City.
colleges and universities across
Quebec. i iati

Butalready 18 outof 19 studentI:maIIy ’ negotlatlons
assemblies have rejected the After major public pressure the
agreement by significant Charestgovernmentfinally caved
majorities, suggesting the conflictin and agreed to negotiate.
may be long from over. The *“But as the full report of the
Minister of Finance has suggestediiscussions comes out, it is clea
that ultimately, it may be the votersthat these negotiations were in fag
who resolve this crisis. a psychological warfare doomed

Student demonstrations haveo exhaust the participants frompolice spray tear-gas at a Quebec student demonstration.
not slowed down either. For twolabour and students, lasting for

—
-

€

weeks now, the students have beeaimost 24 hours of discussionseach Quebec national associatioreduced by less than $150. why they fought for so long,
marching late into the night fromwithout any sleep!” Breton signthe documentseparatelywhile Thenacommittee will be struck, sacrificing a session of their
9 pm to 2 am. Hundreds ofFontaine said. the offer was changed! Theconsisting of a minority of educationthatthey paid for, towin

demonstrators snake through The government brought ingovernment quickly coordinatedparticipants from students andsuch poor results. While many
downtown Montreal, tailed and representatives from the universitywith the media to talk about anlabour, and a majority from the students are beginning to tire, The
often blocked by muscular unitsadministration as well as the mainagreement in principle and to saygovernment, university determination to continue is still

of riot police who seem eager tolabour centrals, including the QFL/that the strike was settled. In facdministrations, and especiallyamong their ranks.

gas the protestors or even beatTQandthe CNTU/CSN. Allfour the effortwasto divide, and spreadrom the business community. As an example, the night

them up. student union centrals weremis-information. Students will have to prove wheredemonstrations have been joined
Police violence and aggressiorpresent, with the ASSE being cuts can be made. In fact thédy an increasing number of

has reached a new low. On Mayepresented directly, not thep Pyrrhic victory? committee will have no formal activists who had not participated

4th, several thousand of studentsCLASSE (which is a broader ) power. in any form of protest before.

labour and community groupscoalition led by the ASSE thathas As a result, students and their The Young CommunistLeague Another demonstration is the
demonstrated outside themobilized a large number ofallies initially reacted with of Quebec and other progressiveealization, expressed in the
provincial Liberal Party’s general unaffiliated unions into its ranks confusion to the offer. On onevoices have described thisCLASSE newsletter The
council meeting in Victoriaville, a for the temporary period of thehand, the student representativesommittee as a Trojan horse folUltimatuma few weeks ago, that
small town about 150 kilometresstrike). explained to the media and theiprivatization. “The right to education movement
northeast of Montreal. “The government set up a falseorganizations that all the tuition In fact, the fees that will be has gone beyond the simple issue
Already the meeting had beersense of urgency, but the only reaincreases will be compensated byinder negotiation are vastlyof tuition hikes - it has made it
moved to this more remoteurgency was for Charest to returra reduction of institutional fees, different between institutions, possible to clearly express that we
location to avoid protest. But into his Party’s general counciland eventually a reduction of thedepending on the financialare fed up of sitting back while our
the charged environment a policemeeting in Victoriaville with tuition increase if this was notbackground of the students, andollective future is defined by the
riot broke out. something concrete to deliver toenough. the schools’ position with the demands of the political and
“One young student has beerhis supporters,” said Breton The minister of education, notorious pecking-order of Post-economic elite.”
blinded, another was between lifeFontaine. however, said that the tuitionSecondary Education (ie. between Thiswas mostclear atthe April
and death after the police charged increase was maintained in itshe so-called “red brick” and “ivy 22 Earth Day rally which saw
and refuse to help him. Police iating i totality, and thatthe students wouldeague” schools). For example, thelmost 300,000  students,
Not negotiating in : Jue’ schl ; . .
refused to call an ambulance for . have to convince the government/niversité du Québec enenvironmentalists and labour
injured demonstrators,” Marianneg0o0d faith to cut some of the universityOutaouais in Gatineau chargesctivists together in a huge show
Breton Fontaine, leader of the ) budgets if they want to reduce thenly $70 for these fees, whileof solidarity.
Young Communist League in EVven Liberal Party _mgmbersimpactofthe tuition increase.  McGill in Montreal charges  Thespiritofthe demonstrations
Quebec toldPeople’s Voice. are now starting to criticize the ™yy" o\ know the proposal isaround $1000. has also spread beyond Quebec,
A distributor of the PCQ's government's handling of the, - o " onh moratorium on the with a student open letter even
newspapecClarté saw a woman conflict. At one point in the , .. increase, and the first A prairie fire calling for strike action in Ontario.
trade unionist protestor have hepegotiations, the governmenttolt{ncrease of fees (phased in over P

teeth knocked out by a policethe studentsthatthey accepted thejry, o, years up to $1778) will be Meanwhile, students are asking see QUEBEC, page 11
officer. demands for a board to overseé

Videoimages of police brutality the administration of public funds
continue to shock on the internet!Nto university, and atwo-year feg

while the French-language Quebe&oratorium. THE PO“TICS OF woRKERS" POI.""cS

media appear disinterested by the 1his created a sense of victor}
alarming level of violence againstfor the students. But all this was &

the student movement. trick. The government negotiators

Each day produces newgraphiép()ke separately to each of the

stories, like a grandmother beingStudent negotiators, changed one
arrested at a feminist demo inword at a time, and so diluted thg

support of the students. The lefffer. Then the government madg
wing political party Quebec the student representatives from

;’@ ]
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May 1% is the internationally recognized
day to celebrate the contributions that
workers make around the world,

As Ontaric’s largest public-secior union,
CUPE Ontario is proud of the strong
political culture that we are building
within our membership. With their votes,
our members, along with their locals
and coalition partners that participote
in social justice cqmpuigns with us, are
helping fo build the kind of saciety that

we all want and desarve.

,g'ﬂ'dql.ﬂu,i'ﬂ!n:iﬁﬂ profeszees B2 1/
LB

j |ﬁ SG? rg@eﬁnntréal o

On behalf of the 230,000 workers
wheo are members of CUPE Ontarie,
we wish all workers ocross Canado a
happy Infernational Workers May Day

President: Fred Haohn
Secretary-Treasurer: Candace Rennick

=CUPE .-5CFP

University and college teachers have been prominent in the
student demonstrations.
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Canada’s secret bank bailout revealed

When the U.S. housing crisisCo. was the sweeping statemenCanada’s banks during thge——=
erupted into a full-blown global thatsince Canada’swell-regulatedinancial  crisis  reached "
economic meltdown in the fall of banks were not affected by theapproximately $114 billion at its [ ||
2008, Canada was in the midst otrisis, our savings were “safe”.peak. If this truth had been widel ]] L
a federal election. The fear inComing from a party which known at the time, the October”
people’s eyes was evident at allopposes regulation of 2008 election might have seen &
candidate forums, where votersorporations, this seemeddifferentresult.
demanded answers about theontradictory, but it sent a signal The study, by CCPA Senior
sudden drop in the value of theirthat the Conservatives would notEconomist David Macdonald,
life savings. embark on a massive U.S.-styleestimates that supportfor Canadial

The rising panic threatened tobailout of the banks. banks amounted to $3,400 for:
upset the careful electoral “We have not had to put anyevery man, woman, and child in| |
strategies plotted by Stephertaxpayers’ money into our Canada.

Harper’'s Conservatives -financial systemin Canada, nordo “Atsome pointduringthe crisis,
particularly their claim to be lanticipate thatwe’llbe obligedto three of Canada’s banks - CIBC
trustworthy stewards of thedo so,” said Finance Minister JIimBMO, and Scotiabank - were
economy. Since the Conservative§laherty. Then there was this quoteompletely under water, with
were in office during the first half from PM Harper: “We have the government support exceeding the

ofthe Dirty Thirties, notto mention only banks in the western worldmarket value of the company,”the Bank of Canada, the Canad&, Canadian government aid for
the 1990 recession which kickedthat are not looking at bailouts orsays Macdonald. “Without Mortgage and Housing Corporationthe country’s biggest banks was
off the “jobless recovery,” many anything like that...” government supports to fall backlCMHC), and the U.S. Federalfar more indispensable than the
sawthis as dubious. The old saying However, a new study releasedn, Canadian banks would haveReserve - all at the same time.  official line would suggest.”

“Tory times are hard times,” by the Canadian Centre for Policybeen in serious trouble.” Both the Federal Reserve and Macdonald calculated the value
seemed closer to the mark, and thAlternatives (CCPA) exposesthis  Between October 2008 and Julythe Bank of Canada offered shortof government support by
Conservatives were left with claim as a fabrication. It appears2010, says the study, Canada’¢erm collateralized loans whichresearching data provided by
another minority. that the previously secret extent ofargest banks relied heavily onpeaked at $41 billion and $33CMHC, the Office of the

One tactic used by Harper &extraordinary support required byfinancial aid programs provided bybillion respectively. CMHC was Superintendent of Financial
buying mortgages directly from Institutions and the Bank of
the banks after they had beerCanada,aswell as quarterly reports
converted to mortgage-backedf the banks themselves.
securities. By the end of this But he says that because of
program, CMHC had purchasedgovernment secrecy, the study
$69 billion worth of mortgages. raises more questions than it

Butthe banks were not suddenlyanswers. He has called on the Bank
losing money, and their executivesof Canada and CMHC to release
were certainly not suffering. the full details of how much support

Over this aid period, Canada’'seach Canadian bank received,
banks reported $27 billion in totalwhen they received it, and what
profits, and only two banks saw athey put up as collateral.
single quarter with losses. “Ahealthyandresilientbanking
Meanwhile, their CEOs were sector cannot operate under the
among the highest paid in Canadashroud of secrecy. Details of the
receiving an average raise in totamassive taxpayer support
compensation of 19%. EdmundCanadian banks received should
Clark of TD Bank saw his overall be released in the name of
compensation jump from $11.1ltransparency and accountability,”
million in 2008 to $15.2 millionin says Macdonald. “Financial sector
20009. regulation should be strengthened

“Thefederalgovernmentclaimsto prevent the need for similar
itwas offering the banks “liquidity measures in the future.”
support’ but it looks an awful lot  Readers can download the full
like a bailout to me,” says CCPA report at
Macdonald. “Whatever you call www.policyalternatives.ca.
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o o . . . TD Bank "grabbed the last cash"
Bolivia nationalizes power grid ... ..cconen

TD is the second largest bank in Canada. Over the emergency
for the recovery of their natural national flag across its entry. REE support period from the fourth quarter 2008 to the second quarter of
resources and basic services.” owned and ran around three- 2010 its corporate profits were $6.6 billion. It showed positive

Bolivian PresidentEvo Morales  The Movement for Socialism quarters of Bolivia's power grid. earnings in all seven of the quarters in which it was accessing
announced on May 1 that his(MAS)government has contactedThe Spanish government holds a government funds. Its CEO Edmund Clark was the 14th highest paid
government is completing theSpanish authorities to assure theri0 per cent stake in the company. in the country in 2008, taking in $11.1 million that year, which
nationalisation of Bolivia’'s that it will deliver fair comp- Morales said REE bosses had includes the base salary, bonus payments, stock options, shares
electricity sector by seizing aensation for the take-over of Rednvested just $81 million in granted and pension contributions. In 2009 he jumped to the 4th
Spanish firm’s stake in the grid. Electrica Espanola’s (REE) assetsBolivia's power grid since it was highest paid CEO and received a significant raise, putting total

Morales told crowds massedit has tasked an independenprivatisedin 1997, whilethe MAS compensation at $15.2 million.
outside the Government Palace foauditor with setting compensationgovernment has “invested $136  Once the financial crisis started in earnest, TD Bank drew support
a May Day rally that bringing the to be paid to the Spanish companynillion in generation and others from the U.S. Federal Reserve and CMHC. Cash from the Bank of
country’s power grid back into within 180 days. profited.” Canada provided some early support, however. TD Bank almost
public ownership was “a fair Bolivian soldiers peacefully  Within months of his election completely dropped out of the Canadian repo markets between
homage to the workers and theook overthe company’s officesinto office in 2006, Morales January 2009 and August 2009. The only repos it appeared to have
Bolivian people who have fought Cochabamba, hanging Bolivia'sannounced that his government been involved in during that period were related to U.S. Federal
was bringing the country’s oiland Reserve programs. TD Bank compensated for this dramatic drop in
gas sector back into public short-term loans by selling mortgages to CMHC. While it didn’t use
ownership. the Bank of Canada programs at all during much of 2009, it was by

He began extracting con- far the heaviest user of CMHC support.
cessions fromtransnationalenergy  Interestingly, while the other Canadian banks saw their support
companies, renegotiating contracts peakin the early months of 2009, support for TD Bank hit $26 billion,
to give Bolivians greater control its maximum value, in September 2009 - almost a year after the crisis
of and a bigger share of profits first hit. The ability to sell its large reserves of securitized and
from the country’s important retained mortgages may explain this late peak.
natural gas industry. TD Bank had a second smaller peak in March 2010, a year-and-a-

On 2008's May Day he halfafterthe crisis struck. As the other programs were winding down,
announced the complete nation TD Bank drew an additional $2.4 billion in support from CMHC. In
alisation of leading communications essence, TD Bank grabbed the last cash available before the emergency
company Entel from Telecom Italia. supports from all three government sources closed up shop.

And May Day 2010 saw the While TD Bank received the most in support during the crisis, as
governmenttake control of Bolivia’'s  the second largest bank in Canada it did not require the most relative
\ 0y I main hydroelectric plants from support. Peak relative support for TD Bank was 69% of the value of
o = = British transnational Rurelec and all of its stock, similar to RBG»
Bolivian troops guard electricity assets. France’s GDF Suea.

Morning Star Foreign Desk
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Workers of the world mark May Day 2012

joined protests in 80 cities. Thepresidential palace, whichteeme (i
largest gatherings were in Madridwith thousands of riot police. The[f#
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May Day was marked by actionsand Barcelona, where 100,00Qorotesters carried a giant effigy off |
and rallies involving millions of protesters took part. SpanishPhilippine President Benigno}
workers around the world, takingunions warn of mounting unrest if Aquino, depicting him as a dog|
to the streets against exploitationthe right-wing government of obedient to foreign capitalists.
inequality and war. While the Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy They carried banners saying “raisg
corporate media downplayed thepushes ahead with austerityour pay now” and “fight for
scope of May Day in North measurestomeetits budget-deficisocialism.” Among their demands
America and abroad, focusingtargets while 5.6 million people - was a call for a $3 daily pay hike.
almost exclusively on a few almost a quarter of the work force Protestleader Josua Mata fro
confrontations between police and are unemployed. the Alliance of Progressive Labou
anarchists, the 2012 international “This is a May Day against thealso urged Aquino to back
workers’ day was actually thedestruction of jobs and in favourlegislation against the corporatei i =
broadest in many years. of following other alternatives,” practices of contracting out :

The largest rally was in Candido Mendez, the leader of theperations to save on costs anf J
Havana,where over halfamillion UGT, one of Spain’s two main prevent workers from organizing| )
Cubans took part in the socialistabor federations, said ontrade unions. Greek worker at the PAME rally
country’s annual celebration oftelevision. The latest spending In Taiwan, several thousand
working class power. Marchers incuts, he warned, will amount toanti-government protesterspy the Fiji Trades Union Congress South African Communist Party
Revolution Square carried a sigrfthe demolition of public services marched through downtown ° The message from FTUC leadegeneral secretary Blade Nzimande,
that said: “To Capitalism We Will in our country.” Taipei, demanding higher wagesfelix Anthony extended greetingswho is also the country’s Higher
Never Return.” Demonstrators iBritain , one lower school tuition and betterto Fijian workers on the occasionEducation Minister. Nzimande

But many events attractedof the countries officially in conditions for foreign workers. of International Workers Day. called on the tripartite (ANC-
hundreds of thousands in otherecession, got creative to draw In Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Anthony wentonto note that “mostSACP-COSATU) alliance
countries. Rallies throughout Asiaattention. In London, members ofsome 500 people rallied, calling forof the achievements on behalf oinembers to rally together to
demanded wage increases, whiléhe Occupy movement, who werea higher minimum wage than theworkers over past seven decadesrevent right-wing parties and
in Europe the protests condemnedvicted from a camp outside Stone announced recently by Priméhyave now been undone by theorganisations from exploiting

r
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in Athens.

austerity measures.
Workers turned outindrovesin
Europe to denounce EU-mandate
austerity, call instead for policies
to boost living standards andf
economic growth. .
In Greece thousands marched|
through central Athens in
disciplined union-led protests.
Members of the communist-
affiliated All Workers Militant
Front (PAME) gathered in suppor
of workers from the Hellenic Steel
Plant in Elefsina who have bee
on strike for more than six months

draconian decrees that have beedifferences within the ruling
imposed on the workers in the lastlliance.

three years... The trying times that In his speech, President Zuma
we face today, the economical andocused on historic moments in
political situation, the reviews andthe workers’ struggle against
restructure of Government entitiesexploitation and apartheid.
resulting in job insecurity, Huge celebrations took place
redundancies, untold hardship anécrosslurkey, where the official
the recurring natural disastersname of May 1 is Labour and
topped with high inflation have Solidarity Day.

multiplied the degree of everyday Members of trade unions and
challenges for the unions, and foprogressive organizations in
workers and their families. Theselstanbul met in Taksim Square,
challenges can only be overcome&hanting slogans and carrying

with workers’ solidarity and posters and banners. The Taksim
commitment to the very eventstarted with a ceremony for
fundamental purpose of tradethe victims of Bloody May Day,
unionsandits questfordemocracy.May 1 in 1977 when snipers
rallied inParis ahead of the May Protesters in Manila burn the effigy of President Aquino. May Day saw rallies and protestsopened fire onto crowds in Taksim,
6 runoff election between right- in many African countries, andkilling dozens of people. The
wing President Sarkozy andPaul’s Cathedral in February,Minister Najib Razak. Najib’s plan official ceremonies in others whereorganizing committee left flowers
Socialist Francois Hollande, thereleased flying tents, lifted into forthe country’sfirst-ever minimum the date is a recognized holiday. Inin front of a monument erected in
first victorious candidate backedthe air by helium balloons, at thewage calls for minimum monthly Tunisia and Egypt, just over a their memory, following a minute
by the left since 1988. Liverpool Street railway station, pay of900ringgit($297)for private- year after dictatorships wereof silence for the victims. The
In Germany, the DGB while union leaders addressed aectorworkersin peninsula Malaysigoyerthrown by popular mass actionTaksim celebrations featured
umbrella union group sharply Iarger raIIy in Trafalgar Square. and 800 ringgit ($264) in two POOr demonstrators demanded a rangﬂ'brant Speechesl and songs
criticised the EU fiscal treaty that Around 100,000 took part in eastern states. About 3.2 milliongf pro-working class reforms. performed by popular artists.
locks EU member states into arralliesinMoscow.President-elect low-income workers account for Two trade unionists were For the first time in Turkey’s
austerity straitjacket. The GermarVladimir Putin joined the official about a third of Malaysia’s arrested by police iswaziland history, a movement called
unions called for a “Marshall Plan” May Day march through the city workforce. for holding a banner belonging to“Muslim Anti-Capitalists” joined
stimulus programme to revive thecentre, while a Communist rally  The protesters marched from ahe Trade Union Congress ofMay 1 celebrations with the left
depressed economies of crisis-hiattracted a crowd of over 5,000. market to the headquarters ofSwaziland (TUCOSWA) ataMay groups in Istanbul. The members
eurozone nations. The DGB In the United States,unions Maybank, the nation’s largestpay rally. TUCOSWAwas bannedof the movement performed
counted more than 400,000and Occupy activists stagedbank, calling for a minimum from holding a rally because theprayersinthe Fatih Mosque before
membersandsupportersatprotestaemonstrations, strikes and actsnonthly wage of 1,500 ringgit group is not recognised bygoing to Taksim Square.
and marches in many cities. of civil disobedience. ($496) a month. government in the k|ngd0m ruled Venezuelanscelebrated May
“The turnout today reflectsthe  Thousands of May Day InHongKong morethan1,000 py King Mswati Ill, sub-Saharan Day after the signing of an historic
unhappiness of unionists with theprotesters in the Philippines,joined a protest march to demandhfrica’s last absolute monarch. Anew Labour Law expanding the
German government’'s crisisMalaysia and Taiwan demandedhat the city’s minimum wage berally did go ahead in the rights and powers of workers.
policies and the rigid austerity hikes in pay that has fallen behind-aised to 33 Hong Kong dollarscommercial city of Manzini, but Many caught buses to Caracas for
measures in Europe,” one DGBrising consumer prices, while also($4.25) per hour from HK$28 not under the umbrella of the main march, with others joining
leader told crowds in Stuttgart. calling for lower school fees and($3.60). They also want theTyCcOSWA. smaller marches in cities and towns
InSpain,trade unions estimatedexpressing a variety of othergovernment of the southern Several thousand tradearound the country.

that more than one million peoplegrievances. Chinese financial hub to unionists rallied together with  Highlights of the Labour Law

Big rallies were also held in
Thessaloniki and Patras.
Tens of thousands of workerSEEs

The largest implement a 44-hour work week. president Jacob Zuma at thenclude a small reduction in the
rally in Asia was  In nearbyMacau, about 500 piggestSouth African May Day working week, the outlawing of
organised by people marched forworkers'rightsevent, held in Botshabelo, outsideoutsourcing, and longer paternity

Indonesian unions. and full democracy in the Bloemfontein. Speakers includedand maternity leaves
About 10,000 workers legislature.

massed at Jakarta’s Eighty-six students and workers
main roundabout were arrested in thEast Timor
demanding better pay capital of Dilion May Day, during
and job security. amarch to the Hotel Timor, where
About 8,000 workers are in a dispute with the
members of a huge owners and management ove
labour alliance rallied wages and arbitrary dismissals
in Manila, many Among the detained were six
wearing red shirts and workers from the Hotel Timor,
waving red streamers, and many others from the Socialis|
marching under a Trade Union Centre. Two
brutal sun for four protesters were seriously injurec
kilometres to the and taken to hospital.
heavily barricaded In Fiji, the island’s military
Mendiola bridge near regime barred the media fro
the  Malacanang reporting on a news release issuefabour activists at May Day rally in Seoul, Korea.

i-. : ': :':il

Spanish demonstrators showed anger at
their government.




8 e PEFOPLE’S VOICE e MAY 16-31, 2012

% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i firsterupted, inspired by uprisingsinsurance medical claims of twofurther negotiations over fuel i
S.A. wines to againstautocratic regimes in Egyptnsurance companies. These reflegirices and social security benefitscqurtS recognlse
show support for and Tunisia. Opposition partiespeople’s real health problems for drivers. miners’ leader
; stage big rallies every week andather than incomplete workers’ The union representing public
labour rlghts clashes between riot police andcompensation claims. taxi drivers did decide to TheMexicanSupreme Courthas

) _ dyouth protesters break out nightly The study examined the recordgarticipate in the May 3 strike. ruled in favour of the Mexican
South Africanwine producers andin Shia neighbourhoods aroundof 214,413 workers in 55 sectors - “We call on public taxi drivers Miners’ and Metalworkers’ Union
trade unions have given theirthe jsland country, whosetwo-thirds of all possible types ofacross Lebanon to activelyand its general secretary, Napoleon
support to a programme aimed agovernment is dominated by theworkplaces. “Passenger transiparticipate in the strike and stopGomez Urrutia, in response to the
encouraging fair labour practices Synnj al-Khalifa family. workers” include all types of busworking throughout the day,” a union’s appeal on behalf of its leader.
after a damning report by Human - Opposition leaders say thedrivers, as well as commuter rail statement said. The Ministry of Labour and Social
Rights Watch last year exposethrotest campaign would continuestreetcar, subway, van pool, airport - Statements issued by unions afVelfare must now issue formal
incidents of exploitation of yntil all prisoners were releasedimousine, taxi, and ambulancethe Middle East Airlines, the recognition papers.

workers in the Western Capeand political and human rightsdrivers. NSSF, the directorate general of The union appointed Gomez
Qualifying producers will be reforms enacted. An estimated 41.5% of the public transportation and otherUrrutiaas general secretary in May
allowed to display a seal on wines transit workers had hypertensiorsectors called on their members t@008, but the Ministry of Labour
to show they protectworkersrights (high blood pressure), comparechalt work from 11 am to 1 pm, refused to recognize the validity
Iand uphold South Africa’s labour "\ to 27.6% for all the workers including the suspension of airof his election, alleging violations
aws.

studied. High blood pressure leadsraffic and all work at the airport. of unionrules. Gomez Urrutia went
to all kinds of other health TheGLCcalledthe May 3strikeinto exile in Canada and the
problems, including heart attacksa “cautionary action”to be followed National Prosecutor’s Office
and strokes. Heart disease is they gradual escalation if therequestedthefederal courtstoissue
leading cause of death in the Unitedjovernment fails to reduce fuelawarrantfor hisarreston suspicion
States. prices. But the rival General Laborof illegally obtaining funds of $55
For a range of chronic disease€onfederation Union suggested thenillion. The final arrest warrant
such as low back pain, asthmaaction is politically motivated, outstanding for the miners’leader
depression, and diabetes, thaiming to lessening popularwas cancelled at the end of April
drivers’ rates also were 120%frustration in order to save thethis year.
higher than all people in the 55Cabinet from being toppled by The International Metalworkers

The “ethical seal” would testify
toreasonable working conditions
based on criteria closely monitoreq
by the Wine and Agricultural
Industry Ethical  Trade
Association.

Human Rights Watch last yea
released a report which reveale
that wine industry workers were
among the lowest paid in th

country, with living conditions on sectors. protests. For example, schooFederation has congratulated all
S?m% 01:]I the dfa_rrT;]S being S'll'JI'k]) teachers did not join the strike,Mexican miners on this victory for
standard and Iinhumane. e oA stating that GLC has not lived up tothe autonomy of trade unions.
initiative to clean up the industry Workers I’IghtS itscor?mmitmentsonotheroccasions. But the Igbour situation in
was supported by foreignretailers, at risk in Qatar The GLCis demanding thattheMexico remains troubled.
the Food and Allied Workers’ government place a price ceilingMexican federal police recently
Union, the SlkhulaSOHKGWOfkerSAngry workers The International Trade Union on gasoline at no more than $1 pearrested 12 trade union leaders
body, Women on Farm_s, as well d S Confederation has called for anliter. Price ceilings were participating in a sit-in. Members
as .esyabhshed mdustrySUffOUﬂ uez urgent meeting with Qatari Labourimplemented successfully fromof the Electrical Workers’ Union
organisations. governor Minister after reports emerged the2002 to 2007, when the price of(SME) held the action in front of
Food and Allied Workers’ Qatari authorities plan to establistgasoline remained below 75 centshe ~ Federal  Electricity

Union deputy general secretary secyrity forces rescued thetrade unions in the Gulf kingdom. per liter in spite of international oil Commission offices on March 8,
Moleko Phakedi said its supportygyernor of Suez and boardThe ITUC said workers are dyingprice increases, says the unionto demand the reinstatement of
for the initiative would give wine mempers of the Quarry Project - dn Qatar as they build World Cupslamming “excessive taxation” on16,599 dismissed union members.
producers who take care of theifjoca| stone quarry - at aroundstadiums and infrastructure, andhe commodity. The SME condemned the federal
workers a market advantagemignight on May 2 after angry suffer large-scale exploitation ~Gasoline prices in Lebanonpolice action, which “demonstrates
However, he said that “regularyorkers  surrounded  theevery day. broke an all-time record of $1.30the Calderon government’s
monitoring, particularly by the governorate’s headquarters in “Workers must have the legalper liter last month, triggering ainability and intransigence when
Departmentof Labour, was crucialyyotest at the governor’s failure torightto organise themselvesinfreehalf-day strike by the public dealing with a social conflict that
to ensuring standards were nogem with corruption at the project.independent trade unions withoutransportation sector.Since thenthe government itself provoked
dropped and that a guilty The workers chanted thatthe boargiunishment or interference fromprices have declined a few centshrough the arbitrary closure of
establishment lost the right to US§nempers were “thieves.” authorities,” said Sharan Burrow,per liter. the company that employed us”.
the seal if fault was found". Governor Mohamed Abdel- ITUC General Secretary. “We are

Moneim Hashem had repeatedlyeady to sit down with the Qatari

Riot cops attack refused to respond to workers'authorities to ensure the legal\VF=a)V items in our "Global Class

requests to deal with corruption aconditions are in place for workerg

Bahrain protest the project, according to Hamdyto collectively bargain and freely Struggle column are from the
) i _ Mursi, secretary-general theformand join trade unions of thei i
Riot |Of)|'(3e routed protesters inyorkers’ syndicate at the project.choice.” Labour S tart WebSIte’
Bahrain's capitalon May 1, asthe - Among the workers’ demands ~ “Gradual change in the Gulf is www .labourst art.org
government came under mountingyas revising the inflated salariesnot good enough for workers and
international pressure to releasgyf staff who “don’t really do their families. Construction ~

uprising. An appeals courtdecision gy ez security forces headed bynigrant workers, are risking thei

: . . 1)
on April 30to grant a retrial to 21 e El-Araby rescued Hashemlives today as they work in pool  Communist Party of Canada =;
opposition figures was notenoughynd the board members unharmedind unsafe conditions with low

jailed leaders of last yearlsanything real,” Mursi said. workers, the majority of whom ar Send me Informatlon on the a\(‘?)

to defuse resurgent unrest, and wages. They need trade uniof The G <t Party of Canada. formed in 1921 h d histork of
steetralliesresumed he net Ay ying s js @ fights oday o protecthem.”said 1 Comunst ary of Canada, foed 1 1921 s o proud Nt o
A heavy riot police presence Ambet Yuson, General Secretar ghting for jobs, equality, p , p : :

; S The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
cut short a demonsration as te?pealth hazard of the Building and Wood Workers against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

gas and stun grenades we Internationa}l. ) active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
unleashed at protesters who Recent research by the U.S. International unions are] movementson awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set

chanted anti-government slogansNational Institute for Occupational negotiating with FIFA aboutlabour]  democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
Several thousand protesters angafety and Health (NIOSH) showsstandards after the World Cupwafs socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

suspected supporters were sackathat bus drivers and otherawarded to Qatar, where workerg .

or suspended from work last yearpassenger transitworkers” sufferrights are not protected td Central Committee CPC

during acrackdown onthe uprisinggreater rates of illness than workergnternational standards. 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K IN6

and some have not got their jobsn many other industries and 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

back. occupations. Transit work is one i Parti Communiste du <
; ; ’ Quebedsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
The cassation court, the highesbf the top three jobs in which Lebanese S-trlkeS Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
judicial body in the Gulf Arab employees face the highestrisk oQver fuel prices S359 Aue DU Part, Sute'C Manitoba Committee CPC
state, shifted the case of 21 me ing 10 di ontreal, QC, N 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
, @ontracting 10 common diseases. Email: pca@cpo-pec.caél: 438-333-8890  Sor Selkik Ave., Winn

who were convicted in a military Job-related hazards also contribute Lebanon is going through] g c commitee cpc

court to a civilian court and freedto the fact that these workers havenassive strikes this month a$ 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, v5L 331 Ontario Ctee. CPC
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6

>

one, lesser-known prisoner. Seven 20% above the average rate for 8everal labor unions, including| 604-254-983&cpinfo.bc@gmail.com Tol: 416-469-2446
of the 21 are abroad or in hiding.chronic diseases. public taxi drivers and Middle East Edmggtlolﬂz%% i« Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Butthe courtruledthemenwould NIOSH presented theseAirlines employees, pledged tq coronion A8, TeC an6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

remaininjail, including Abdulhadi preliminary results at anwalk off the job over high fuel| Tel: 760-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0200  Hamilion ON LBH2K3

al-Khawaja, who has been on anternational Transportation prices. The country’s public| caigary crc o

hunger strike for three months. Federation health and safetyransport unions backed a strikf Unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Allanflc Reglon CPC . BoP 1Mo
Bahrain, where the US Fifth conference in December 2011 ircalled on May 3 by the Genera| C9%Y:AB. T2AGB2 Tel: 403-248-6489 o) 002-542-7981

Fleet is based as a threat againgfan Francisco. The Institute found-abor ~ Confederation, but| g=®eeraeee L .

Iran across the Gulf, remains inthe startling numbers by lookingpostponed their own collectiv ' '

turmoil over a year after protestsatthe employer-based group healtaction until May 24 to allow for

J
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Chavez signs new V enezuelan Labour Law

sector workers and the role of

socialist workers’ councils have

not been adequately addressed
within the current legislation.

The Feminist Spider Network’s
website applauded the new law for
opening up new spaces for labour
organisation and recognising the
central role of workers in creating
community wellbeing.

“Today we are happy, but we
continue to be combative, because
our struggles continue. These
struggles have been reflected in
universal coverage for social
security, the extension of postnatal
maternity leave...(and) the
extension of job security to two

even. This law, which | will have
the honour of signing...is the
product of a long process of
On May First, Venezuelan struggle,” he said.
PresidentHugo Chavezsignedinto Responding to repeated callg
law the country’s new labour from Venezuelan workers to
legislation after a consultation“revolutionise” Venezuela's
process with the public which existing labourlaw, last Novembe
lasted nearly five months.Chavez promised to pass ne
Discussion on the law in thelegislation via decree before thi
national assembly began in 2003year’s International Workers’ Day.
The working week will be  Since then, organised workerg
reduced to 40 hours and maternitgollectives, unions and political
leave increasedto 6.5 months. Thearties such as the Venezuela
law also seeks to eliminate privateaCommunist Party (PCV), as well ag
sub-contracted labour, which thenetworks such as the “Feminis
government has previouslySpider,” have been carrying ou
described as an exploitativeworkshopsacrossthe country aime®resident Chavez shows signatures on the new labour law.
practice produced by the neo-atcollecting workers’ proposals for years for new parents,” states the
liberal politics of the 1990s. the law. According to the Workers' collectives have cited workers, with Venezuelan network on their website.
Recently returned from government estimations, the nevthere-establishmentofaretiremenChancellor Nicolas Maduro Workers such as Raquel
undergoing radiotherapy treatmentaw has been written taking intobonus, determined by the workers'confirming that workers will be Barrios, a public administration
in Cuba, Chavez signed the law oraccount more than 19,000 proposalsionthly wage at the time of free to choose whetherthe monthlyvorker in Merida State, also
national television from the submitted from diverse sectors ofretirement multiplied by years in sums set aside for their retiremenpraised the new law, and told
Miraflores Palace, stating that hevVenezuela's working population. service, as one of the greatest gainsonus go into the new governmentenezuelanalysis  that it
was carrying out an act of “socialThe government has described theepresented by the new law. Thecontrolled fund or into a public or represented “a historic opportunity
justice” for Venezuelan workers new legislation as a “first law in the bonus was eliminated in 1997 wherprivate bank. Chavez alsoto show the world that Venezuela
at a time when labour rights weretransition towards socialism”. Venezuela’s labour law was confirmedthatagovernmentbodyis a country where the people are
being rolled back across Europe Chavezspoke ofthedifferencesedrafted by the Calderawill be set up with a view to the priority, where the workforce
and the United States. between the Venezuelangovernmentinconjunctionwithbig ensuring that employers complyis the motor of this revolutionary
“We have a law which will go government’s socialist policies,business and under pressure frorwith the new legislation. process, giving dignity to those
down in history. That history... which prioritise workers’ rights, the International Monetary Fund.  Workers and political who have historically been

By Rachael Boothroyd,
venezuelanalysis.com

tells us that the triumph of thein comparison with governments As well as re-establishing theorganisations celebrated theexploited by capitalism”.

people, of the workers, has nevein capitalist countries which placeretirement bonus and backdateaigning of the legislation as a According to the international
come aboutwithout along procesgrofit above human developmentpay for all workers retired since positive step towards creating golling agency “Consulting
of resistance, of struggle, sufferingand well-being.

1997, the new law will also socialistsociety and dignifyingtheServices,” over 80% of

reinstate “double” compensationlives of Venezuelan workers.Venezuelans also view the law
pay inthe event of unfair dismissal.However, many organisations haveositively, with only 13% taking a

This requirement was alsoalso been quick to point out thathegative view.

eliminated in 1997 and obliges thethe labour struggle is now more Businesseswillhave 12 months
employer to pay wrongly- relevant than ever, arguing thato adaptto the new legislation and
dismissed employees compenissues such asthe rights of informamplement any changes.

sation amounting to double their

retirement bonus.

The new legislation has been
described by gender groups as a
big step forward for women’s
rights in the workplace. post-natal
maternity leave is raised from 12
to 25 weeks, and new parents, who
will now be protected from By Sean Burton velc
dismissal for two years following capable of delivering nuclear
the birth of a child. With much fanfare, the warheads. Undeniably, there is a

Chavez went on to announcePemocratic People’s Republic ofconnection: satellite or not, a
that a national retirement fund will Korea (DPRK) marked the 100thworkable, Iong-range rocket is
be set up by the government iranniversary of the birth of Kim Il necessary. The DPRK was widely
order to process payments tdSung, the anti-Japanese resistanamndemned for the launch, even

Putting DPRK rocket
launch into context

as a cover for developing rockets

Pedro Eusse, a leading member of the Venezuelan Communist
Party and of the Unién Nacional de Trabajadores (UNT) which
played a key role in the movement for a new labour law.

No to imperialist “regime change” in Syria

show that the imperialist powersfor a peaceful settlement of th
andtheirlocal puppetsinthe regiorSyrian sufferings no more than
are not the least bit interested in dailure.”

Excerpt from the Main
Resolution adopted by the
Central Committee of the

Communist Party of national dialogue betweenthe Al- The danger of imperialis

; ; Assad government and theaggression and all-out war i
i:irl%di?{ %f;lc():rf]]tgnet April _opposition aimed_z_it achieving aSyria would multiply the tragedy
justand lasting political settlementthat has already befallen that
Canada, the U.S. and otheinthe country. Rather, they plan tocountry. But “regime change” i
NATO powers, as well as Zionist deepen the crisis and bring about ®amascus involving th
Israel, are trying to manipulate“regime change” to their liking, replacementofthe currentflawgd
the complex, deteriorating throughdirectmilitary intervention governmentby amore pliant, pro-
situation in Syria in order to if necessary. imperialistregime would notonl
fashion another Libya-style Our Party agrees with thecompound this catastrophe for
imperialistintervention under the position of the Syrian Communistthe Syrian people. It would als
pretext of the “responsibility to Party (Unified) which has dramatically alter the balance ¢f
protect” (R2P) civilian lives. welcomed the Kofi Annan peaceforces in the entire regio
After arrogantly dismissing the initiative, and has called on all sidesveakening the anti-imperiali
February constitutional reformin the domestic conflict to ceaseforces, and further underminin
referendum (overwhelmingly military action and instead seek ahe struggle of the Palestinign
endorsed by Syrian citizens), theypeaceful, negotiated solution thapeople. It could also serve as|a
are now actively sabotaging theguarantees the “sovereignty prelude - and launching pad - for
recent Syrian Peace Plan adopteiddependence, territorial unity andNATO/Israeli aggression againgt
on March 21 by the UN Security security of Syria” while maintaining neighbouring Iran.
Council. Syria’s longstanding “patriotic  For all these reasons, it
Meanwhile, Turkey and the stance againstimperialism, Zionisnvital that every effort be made t
reactionary Gulf states, with andneo-colonialism”. The SCP(U)rally the peace movementacrogs
imperialist backing, have steppedvarns however that a peacefuCanada and internationally
up covert military support to the outcome is in doubt, given thestave offimperialistaggressio
“Free Syrian Army” and other machinations of the imperialistand to support a peacefu
armed opposition groups insidepowers which are “exerting all political solution of the Syrian
the country. These actions clearlypossible efforts to make any planconflict. ®

fighter and founder of socialistthough it had no direct military
Korea. Born on April 15, 1912, intention. Naturally, UN resolution
Kim became a revolutionary at al718 was used as justification for
young age and was a celebrateflirther sanctions. That resolution
heroin Korea by the time of Japan’dans the DPRK from conducting
defeat in 1945. His reputationballistic missile tests, not
made him an obvious leadershipspecifically orbit-bound rockets.
candidate in post-colonial Korea, When India launched its own
which unfortunately found itself rocket a week later, there was
divided at the behest of Americanvirtually no negative commentary.
imperialism. During his eventual Resolution 1172 from 1998
leadership, the DPRK was able taequested that India and Pakistan
completely rebuild itself from the cease nuclear weapon and ballistic
ashes of the Korean War while themissile development. India’s Agni-
U.S.-occupied south remainedV was explicitly a military rocket,
mired in poverty for decades.  with the potential to strike

At the time of Kim Il Sung’s anywhere in China. The double
deathin July 1994, the DPRK wasstandard is perfectly clear. Poverty
in an extremely difficult position. and hunger are rampant in India,
With the Soviet Union and manybut as that country is a “strategic
other socialist states gone, thally” of U.S. imperialism, it can
DPRK was left isolated againstviolate UN resolutions, threaten
the renewed vigour of Americanits neighbours, and spend billions
imperialism. Despite further ofdollars onweaponstechnology.
difficulties, including a wretched  Though this particular launch
famine, Kim Il Sung’s country has was ultimately a failure, the
endured. The leaders of the DPRKDOPRK’s development of such
have continued to forge ahead withechnology is a clear statement
limited outside support and underthat Korea will forge ahead in the
constant threat. face of enormous odds. Speaking

That situation can be no betterat a military parade on April 15,
illustrated than by the rocket launcheader Kim Jong Un vowed that
carried out in mid-April. The the DPRK would continue to use
rocket was intended to put a smalits power to resist imperialist
satellite into orbit, but broke up inefforts and urged the Korean
flight. That the launch was beingpeople to push for the final victory.
used in a civilian project wasKim Il Sung would undoubtedly
dismissed by the imperialist mediabe proude
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m Who is killing BC sawmill workers?

Empire of the Beetle,
by Andrew Nikiforuk,

a living over the past century orindustrial-scale logging could
more, the impact is often directlynever inflict serious harm, the“fire suppression” policies adoptedforestry workers. Faced with a

On an even bigger scale, thehe possible deadly effect on B.C.

Greystone Books & David economic. There are many factoreompanies were given nearly totaby private interests anddrastic shortage of fibre to supply

Suzuki Foundation, 2011,
paperback, 232 pages, ISBN

behind mill closures and the losfreedom to clear-cut entiregovernments had a disastrousnills, the provincial government
of jobs in B.C.’s forest industry, mountainsides.

impact on the resource they werdnas encouraged companies to

978-1-55365-510-7 but the beetle infestation has been Only as time passed did mosintended to “manage”. harvest beetle-infected trees before
Review by Kimball Cariou one of the mostimportant over thepeople begin to understand that Interviewing a wide range of they crumble into stumps. Workers
past two decades. early warnings against this policyscientists, foresters and ruralnd industry analysts say that

What does climate change have Empire of the Beetlexamines were correct. The destruction ofresidents, Nikiforuk agrees with processing these trees creates a
to do with the deadly explosionsthis development in astonishingstreams caused by uncheckethe conclusion expressed byfiner form of sawdust, with far

which have killed four workers at detail, peeling back layer after
sawmills in British Columbia? layer of easy assumptions to dig
Quite a bit, it appears. into deeper truths about the

Andrew Nikiforuk’s latest interconnections between the
book, Empire of the Beetlds a natural environment and human

ecologist Buzz Holling, who more potential for the type of
argues that the great beetlexplosions which destroyed mills
epidemics are really no mystery,in Burns Lake and Prince George.
since they were created by humain other words, the scramble for
engineers. corporate profits which began over

terrifying investigation into the economic activities. While
origins and impacts of the beetleNikiforuk does not name
outbreaks which have devastateticapitalism” as the system

“By suppressing fire in a century ago probably set in
lodgepole and ponderosa forestsotion a series of policy decisions
throughout the West, we took awhich are killing today’s

pine and spruce forests across vasésponsible for shaping the forest ! N T TR ! patchy and diverse forestwith treesnillworkers.
western regions of North America.industry since the European 5 millimeters of all ages and turned it into a Several immediate measures
Since the late 1980s, these riceeolonists first seized this chunk of An unlikely killer, spread boring, middle-aged green mall,”must be taken to end this slaughter,

kernel sized insects have destroye@urtle Island from the First writes the author. The result is astarting with the installation of
over 30 billion trees from Alaska Nations, the main impulse for this more dense forest, composed omore effective technology to
to New Mexico. processis clearly the maximization smaller trees - “a collection ofremove sawdust from the
For tourists driving through the of private profits. logging, for example, had a terribletoothpicks less resistant to droughtvorkplace. An end to the shocking
mountains, or anyone flying over  From the beginning, the authortoll on the fishing industry, both and more vulnerable to insects anéxport of high-quality logs from
this area, the mostimmediate effectliscovers, the interests of forestryfor First Nations whose culturesdisease. Determined fireBritish Columbia would save jobs
isvisual - huge areas oftreesturnedompanies trumped all otherrevolved largely around the cyclesuppression guarantees, sooner @and make the mills safer. There
rust red, dying on a staggeringpriorities, oftenwith consequencesf the salmon, and for thelater, either catastrophic fire orare also unanswered questions
scale. Butfor working people whowhich unfolded only many decadesishermen and shoreworkers whdmperial legions of bark beetles.” about the effect of speed-up on the
have depended on Britishlater. Arguing that the resourcescame to British Columbiainsearch Enter climate change, in thetype of dust created in sawmills.
Columbia’s “Green Gold” to earn of the west were so enormous thadf a better life. form of global warming. Whenthe  ButEmpire of the Beetlaises
beetle plague emerged as a seriowven bigger issues for the future of
o o problem twenty years ago, thehumanity. The negative impacts
Spark #23 packed W’th great read’ng common assumption was that thef industrial expansion on the
outbreaks would be confined wherenvironment are being grasped by

] . . ) winter temperatures dropped famillions across the planet. Human
Issue #23 of The Spark!, themisconceptions spread by thos@owerful fighter for the interests enough below freezing. But yearbeings cannot live without

journal of Marxist theory and who have distorted aspects obf her fellow workers, and for the after year, winters across Britishindustry. But this important book
discussion, presents severaBethune’s life. ideals of socialism. Columbia have rarely been coldshows that our common survival
articles on the history of the The Communist Party is also “From Pariahs to Patriots” enough to kill off large numbers of depends on finding ways to quickly
Communist Party of Canada,about its grassroots members, thexamines the difficult struggles ofthese remarkable insects. reduce these negative impacts.
which celebrated its 90ththousands of comrades who hav€anadian Communists duringthe Nikiforuk has researched Success will certainly require
anniversary during 2011. spent 90 years building tradeSecond World War, whenthe partycenturies of attempts by humarreplacing the economic system of

Especially for those who areunions and people’s movementsnitially faced repression and peingsto protectforests frominsectapitalism, which depends on
new to the communist movementunder difficult conditions. One of concentration camps. The authofnfestations, in Europe and laterinconstant expansion to generate
inthis country, the articles providethose members is Shirley Hawleyis Chris Frazer, a labour historyNorth America, mostly without private profits, with a new socialist
a fascinating insight into the richNow retired, Hawley was a St.professor at St. Francis Xaviersyccess. His accounts are bleaklgystem based on the interests of
and varied contributions of theCatharines auto worker who wadJniversity in Nova Scotia, andthehumorous, such as bizarrepeople and the environment. This
CPC. But even those who alreadyleeply involved in the CAW and former leader of the Younginventions to electrocute bugsis the crucial challenge facing the
know much of this record will labour struggles in the NiagaraCommunist League of Canada. hjding inside trees. working class and revolutionary
enjoy reading this issue. Peninsula region of Ontario. Much more is packed into the  Butthere is nothing funny aboutmovements in this centurs.

“On the beginnings of the Interviewed by Asad Ali, Hawley 56 pages of The Spark! Readers
Communist Party of Canada,”is bytells her personal story: a singlecan order a copy by mail, for $7

Tim Buck, general secretary of themother of three who got a job in a($5 + $2 shipping), or subscribe at nght forceS maint ain power in

CPC from 1929 to 1962, from theunion plant, her eyes were opened reduced cost of $15 for three

by corporate greed?

first chapter of his bookenin and upwhen she attended aconferendssues. Send cheques to: The I
Canada published in 1970 by on women’s equality held in Spark!, 290A Danforth Ave., SOUth Korean eIeCtlonS
Progress Books. In this chapterMoscow. Hawley became aToronto, ON, M4K 1NGe By Sean Burton

Buck traces the story of the radical

working class movements of the
early 20th century, the militanttrade TH E Y FOU 6 H T FOR

unions to socialist parties which

proved a fertile ground for the R S
emergence ofthe CPCin 1921. Fai

from an academic observer, Buck
was a British-born socialist who
threw himself into revolutionary
politics when he arrived in Canada
asal19-year-old machinistin 1910.
The following decade was a time of
intense political and ideological
turmoil as the divided Marxists in
Canada moved towards a more
profound  Marxist-Leninist
theoretical outlook, and a united
communist party.

Ontario Communist leader
Elizabeth Rowley contributes a
piece on the party’s best-known
member, Dr. Norman Bethune.
Rowley looks at key periods of
Bethune’slife: early working class
experiences, the horrors of war,
his training as a skilled surgeon,
campaigns for universal health

(B ) e

care, and finally his decision to
become a Communist and join the
struggles in Spain and China for
human liberation. The story has *

been told in books and films, but

Rowley does animportant serviceCover of a pamphlet published during the internment of
by clarifying some of the Canadian communists during WW2, reprinted in The Spark!

South Korea held its National Assembly elections on April 11. Voter
turnout was higher than the 2008 election, but still quite low at 54%. The
Grand National Party, which has re-branded itself as the New Frontier Party,
maintained its majority in the Assembly, taking 152 of the 300 seats. The
center-left opposition Democratic Party, re-branded as the Democratic
United Party following a merger, now holds 127 seats. Other left wing
groups including the Democratic Labour Party merged to form the United
Progressive Party (UPP), winning 13 seats.

Though the results are hardly indicative of widespread support for the
party of President Lee Myung Bak, they do highlight the usual lack of
serious opposition. Groups like the UPP are regularly attacked in the media
just for being remotely socialist. Indeed, to be openly socialistin the Marxist
sense of the word is illegal as it would entail some form of connection to the
“enemy” in the north. That they won as many seats as they did is impressive
even though in reality the UPP is no more socialist than Canada’s NDP.

Meanwhile, the main liberal opposition clings to the legacy of the late
Roh Moo Hyun, but have done little to differentiate themselves from the
ruling party beyond fierce criticism of a handful of issues.

Most alarming, the election is a probable indication of the presidential
elections in December. The opposition appears to lack a strong candidate,
but the New Frontier Party has galvanized behind Park Geun Hye, a long-
time right-wing politician and the daughter of Park Chung Hee, South
Korea’s military dictator during the 1960s and 70s. The blatant
authoritarianism of that time has been lessened somewhat, but a victory for
Park is likely to mean more of the same rollbacks incurred by the Lee
government.

Even now, grassroots organizations are being suppressed for protesting
the construction of a naval base in Jeju island, and a veritable witch-hunt is
being conducted against the local UPP because a youth delegate referred to
it as a “pirate base.” Numerous people have been arrested for protesting at
the construction site.

There is much frustration among south Koreans, and it is increasingly
clear that elections cannotresolve their real concerns. The coming years will
be interesting indee®.
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Quebec students making history ...

greetings to Quebec studentsteinforce the idea that educatio
including the World Federation ofis a commodity or privilege in
Asurvey of over 2,000 studentsDemocratic Youth. people’s minds, not amarch of Return: March for

by the Globe and Mailacross fundamental human right, andpgjestine, Sat., May 19, gather
Canada said that 62 per cent of\jedia disinfo also to confuse the link betweerp pm at Clark Park (14th and
postsecondary students would join the students resistance and theicommercial), family-friendly
a similar strike in their own  “The proof that people areimplications forworking people. march to rally at Grandview
province. Numbers varied fromrecognizing the studentsare onth¥Ve all know that there are fair park, organized by Vancouver
22 percent support in Alberta tofront line and an inspiration is, in strikes, rent strikes, generalcoalition to Commemorate Al-
almost 70 percent in Ontario.  away, seen inthe corporate mediatrikes, political strikes etc. - this N a Kk b a ,
The Young Communist Leaguecoverage of the demonstrations,’is a collective social reSiStanCenakbavancouver@gmail.com.
has called to develop an escalatingohan Boyden General Secretarpot an individualized conNsUMerp. i1 Bus Tour quided tour
action plan for broad unity of the of the Young Communist Leagueopt-out,” he said. “What we are = ..o 0 il Coinved to
students across English-speakingpld People’s Voice. seeing in Quebec is not only o= g people’s
Canada, and has beenworking hard Boyden strongly disagreed withmaking history, it is showing the movements, Sunday, May 27
to pass solidarity resolutionsthe claim, for example by Rexway forward - a broad, mass, . ves 10 a’m from 7’06 Clark’
against the police brutality and inMurphy on CBC, that what the united peoples’ resistance. Thiﬁjrive $20 includes lunch. Call

support of the Quebec students. Quebec students are doing is not & the kind of fightback we need604_2'55_2041 forinfo.
International organizations havestrike but a boycott. to spread right across the ) ) —_—
also been sending solidarity “This is an attempt to further country.”e Left Film Night, *The Big Fix",
documentary on BP Deepwater

Horizon oil spill, Sunday, May
27, 7 pm, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Dr. Free,
call 604-255-2041 for info.

People’'s Voice Victory
Banquet, Sat., June 2, doors
open 6 pm, guestspeaker Joey
Hartman (President of
Vancouver & District Labour
Council), international buffet,
video presentation, live music,
tickets $20 (low-income $10),
call 604-254-9836.

St. Catharines, ON

“What's behind the

F-35 fighter jet s linked to
nuclear weapons development s, e, e

priorities. The reports from PA indicates that F-35 jet will carry Voice forum, Sat., May 19, 2

meetings in 2010 suggest somand deliver this nuclear weaponpm, St. Catharines Library

concern that international ordersThe rollout of the F-35 is plannedRotary Room, 54 Church St.,
Opposition to the Harper for the F-35 and, by extension,to coincide with the rollout of the with Doug Allan, hospital labour

government’s proposal to purchaséunding for the project, were belowredesigned B61 nuclear bomb. researcher.

65 F-35 fighter jets has beenexpectation. This is significant, as There has been no statement

continued from page 5

For in-depth coverage of the Quebec
student strike movement, visit
http://rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.ca

By Dave McKee, President,
Canadian Peace Congress

What's Left

Edmonton, AB

Cultural Dinner Celebration
for Victor Jara Dance Group,
Sat., May 19, 7 pm, Holiday
Inn, 4485 Gateway Boulevard
(Evergreen Ballroom), to
recognize its history and
contributions, donation $40,
tickets from Panaderia Latina,
5716-19A Ave., for info 780-
462-5295.

Woody Guthrie’s 100th

Birthday Party, Thursday, May
17, West End Cultural Centre.
Info Mayworks 998-4748;
mayworksmedia@gmail.com.

Marxism Course , to register
or for info, contact Communist
Party of Canada, 586-7824 or
send email to: cpc-
mb@changetheworldmb.ca.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

People's Voice
Fund Drive -

have you
sent your
donation?

consistentand growing. Most of itthe United States has been tryingirom the Canadian governmen
is focused on the related issues ddince the economic crisis of 2008ppposing the use of the F-3§
costs and corruption that areto reduce its financial support toprogram to develop the B61
associated with the procurementNATO and to offset that by nuclear bomb. Nor has there beeh
This is critically important - increasing financial support fromany indication that F-35’s coveted
military spending should alwaysother members. Harper’s purchasey Harper and Canada’s military
be conducted in an open andnnouncement is yet anothewill be exempt from carrying
transparent manner, and itmust bebedient response to NATO anchuclear weaponry.

justified in the context of broader US prodding, this time guaranteed Most people in Canada
public spending. In an era of highthrough an undemocratic processunderstand that this country is g
unemployment, deep cutstosocial There is, however, anothernon-nuclearweapons state. Publif
programs and harsh austerityaspect to the F-35 program thabpinion overwhelmingly (almost
programs that target workinghas not received much public90%)favours nuclear disarmameng
people, Harper’s intention of attention, and this is its link with and non-proliferation. However,
spending billions of dollars onrenewed nuclear weaponshe currentrealityisthatthrough 3
fighter jetsis thoroughly offensive, development. This connectionnon-tendered process, meaning in
and it needs to be confronted an@merged around the same time asecret, the Canadian governmer
opposed by the largest possiblédarper's announcement of thehas committed to purchase 64
mobilization of people. Canadian purchase. In early 201nilitary aircraft, and in the process

—

Radical Bug Tour - Vancouver

Join us for a 2-hour guided
tour to historic locations
linked with the labour &

people's movements.

Sunday, May 27

leaves 10 am from 706 Clark Drive
$20 includes lunch to follow,
proceeds to PV Fund Drive.
Call 604-255-2041

The F-35 program is driven bythe US government, as part of itaalso fund the upgrade and
the United States military and itsNuclear Posture Review, proliferation of nuclear weaponry.
NATO allies. In 1997, Canadaannounced that the F-35 program Thisis one morereasonto scra
signed onto the Joint Strike Fighteiwould involve redesigning the B61the proposed purchase of the
program, which was developed adbomb. The B61 is a nuclear bomb35, and it points to the urgent nee
a vehicle for the United States towhile the F-35 was not initially to re-orient Canada’s foreign
capture international funding for aintended to be nuclear capablepolicy towards peace, sovereignty
replacement jet fighter. Canada’she US announcement clearlyand international solidarity®
initial investmentin 1997 was $10
million. In 2001 the JSF contract
was awarded to Lockheed Martin
who developed whatis now known
as the F-35. By 2010, the
international procurement proces
was underway and Stephen Harpgr
announced that Canada woulg
purchase 65 fighter jets, through
an untendered purchase.

Prior to this announcement by
the Harper government, the issuI
of the F-35 had been discussed it
NATO'’s Parliamentary Assembly
(PA), a body that provides an
ongoing politicalexchange betwee
NATO and legislators from its
member states. The PAis explicitl
oriented toward government policy,
working to ensure that legislation
and programs of member states a
consistent with, and facilitate the

People'sVoice deadlines

June 1-15 issue: Thursday, May 17
June 16-30 issue: Thursday, June 7

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

\
20th Annual
|
PEOPLE'S VOICE
Sat., June 2, 6 pm
Russian Hall, 600 Campbell Ave.,
Vancouver
:tf._ti ol
s GUEST SPEAKER
'h!"b'rﬁlﬁ Joey Hartman,
PRI President of
Tf@iﬁl Vancouver & District
Labour Council
Tickets $20 International Buffet
($10 low-income) Video presentation
Ph. 604-254-9836 Live music
newlabourpress1@gmail.com
\ J

implementation of, NATO’s
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Hol\Islel\NeIR4V [>[essl In the city of dreadful night

B : : council could no longer afford to riches into London,” he said. “The  In fact shoving around the poor Matters were only made worse
y Louise Raw, Morning . S X . , o
Star (UK) house.tgnants on its waiting list - ideast those b_oroughs could do" i$0 suit the plans of t.he richer has qvhen t_he collapse of traditional
the officially homeless. look after their poor and needy.” very long and dishonourableindustries made the area a centre
Hosting the Olympic Gamesis  Surprisingly, Stoke's Brighter ~ But never fear, Boris is here.history, which often chimes with for unemployment and sweated
supposed to be not just a proudFutures Housing Association didMayor Johnson will not, he says,developments in that other verylabour. And then waves of Irish
national moment, but also anotjump at the chance. allow the “Kosovo-style social bad idea - capitalism itself. migrants fleeing starvation and
wealth-creating event. Asmoney “| think there is a real issue of cleansing” of London. Which  From the 16th century, theoppression were also driven onto
pours into the hosting country,social cleansing going on,” saidmight sound a little more movementtowards enclosure stol¢he unforgiving streets of the city

and more directly the city, land and traditional rights from of “dreadful night.”

everyone should benefit. But not r H the poorest. The needy were Havinglittle or no capital, most
if you belong to one of the families The Summer Olymplcs open_ mn literally pushed around, too, beforewere restricted to poorly paid
living in Brazil’'s favelas. London on July 27, but social the 1840 Poor Law, whencasual work, which tended to be

An estimated 1.5 million justice movements warn that the individual parishes were chargedcconcentrated in  already
families in the shanty towns arounc with the care of the poor within overcrowded areas. In the East

Brazil's major cities Rio de Janeiro Games come V_Wth a heavy cost their parish boundaries - whichEnd many able-bodied Irishmen
and Sao Paulo are literally getting to Worklng people. were tangible and visibly marked.were forced to join the desperate
in the way of renovation projects There are still painted marks on‘‘call-ons” at the docks, and search
for the 2014 World Cup and 2016CEOQ Gill Brown. “We are very convincing had it not been theold pillars and beams recordingfor affordable lodgings for

Olympics. anxious about this letter, which wegovernment Boris supports - in aghese ancient limits, and stories othemselves and their families in

Concerns abouttreatment ofthéoelieve signals the start of amuch as he can ever be said tdrunks, beggars and abandonethe dockside slum communities.
poor by Brazilian law enforcers movement which could seesupportanyone butBoris, of coursanothers-to-be being given a short There is evidence that some
are, sadly, nothing new - but whothousands of needy people dumpeédwhich caused the problem in thesharp shove over them, makingenglish working men, already
would have suspected that, thisn Stoke with no proper plan forfirst place, by placing a cap onthem instantly someone else’sstruggling hard themselves for a
time, they were being set antheir support or their welfare.”  housing benefit. problem. livelihood, regarded Irishincomers
example by a Labour-controlled Stoke was already When the cap was announced London’s poor have been-asthey often did womenworkers
council here in Britain? overstretched, she said, andn 2010 concerns were raised thagjetting in the way of money- -with hostility and as an economic

News broke in AprilthatNewham experiencing strains on resourcesxactly this kind of situation would making schemes en masse fothreat. As Marx noted: “Every
Council had offered a Stoke-on-which had already led to pressuraesult. They were ignored. centuries, too. Construction of theindustrial and commercial centre
Trent housing association theon local services, the collapse of As Westminster North MP ultimately unprofitable St in England possesses a working
“opportunity” to house up to 500 of vulnerable neighbourhoods andKaren Buck says, Newham'’s case&atherine’s Dock, inwhatbecameclass divided into two hostile
Newham’'s mostvulnerable families.the rise of “divisive right-wing is the tip of the iceberg - and othethe East End, alone displacedamps, English proletarians and
Newham'’s letter said that the privateextremism.” London councils are going thel11,300 people and destroyedrish proletarians.
rental sector was “overheating” Stoke MP Tristram Huntagreedsame way. ancient buildings. “The ordinary English worker
because of the onset of the Olympithat an influx of “Olympicexiles”  “Whatis soworryingisnotthat In 1840 the London andhates the Irish worker as a
Games and “buoyant youngwould be a huge problemiThe thisis Newham'’s fault, but that if a Blackwall Railway builttrainlines competitor who lowers his
professionals market,” and that the2012 Games are bringing hugevery poor borough in east Londonthrough Poplar and Stepney with astandard of life. In relation to the
feelsitself so desperate thatithas tepur line to Bow. The building of Irish worker he feels himself a
try and find accommodation as farfour miles of track meant the member of the ruling nation and

O|ympIC "defence" planS revealed away as Stoke, what is that tellingdemolition of almost 3,000 turns himself into a tool of the
- us about demand? We know fronexisting homes. aristocrats and capitalists of his
Morning Star (UK) London councils that 88,000 If we want to see what happensountry, thus strengthening their

Handy for the Tube and local schools, this prime east Lohd useholds_have private_z rentsabqvwhen the poor are ghe_ttoised andomination.” o
location boasts on-site swimming pool, sauna - and surface{to-Hif New limits for housmg benefit separated from essential resources I'm sure today’s Olympic exiles
missile cache. and in theory these families werewe need look no further thanto thecould expect a better welcome
It reads like satire, but neighbourhoods across the city ¢oul eant to find new hqmes in placeslark history of “outcast London.” fro.m the peqple of Stoke thanthese
become launch sites after defence officials admitted that their dla Newham. Obviously, even The East End left behind after theexiles of Erin, but you don't need
- ntefore the housing-benefit cuts havgentry’s exodus was described byo be a political economist of
alisgally begun to bite we have seerthe writer John Henry Mackay asMarx’s stature to work out that,
Brian Whelan found a Ministry of Defence leaflet in his letterboxhat this policy \_/viII unra\_/el.” ! hell of poverty. LiI_<e an when already struggling areas are
informing him of plans to mount one installation above his pwn Those of us in the prime of life enormous, black, motlonlgssput undgr yet more pressure, no
estate. will remember Westminster’s kraken, the poverty of London liesgood is likely to come of it.

The MoD had the developer’s permission - but the leaflet was tf@me Shirley Porter, of blessedhere in lurking silence and Whatapity ourexpensively ed-

first the residents had heard of it. he said. Meanwhile a leakedlenf@§mory. Porter's housing encircles with its mighty tentaclesucated governmentis seemingty
from Tower Hamlets CouncilshO\}ved the MoD had not even informddPmmittee shuffled the homelesghe life and wealth of the city.”  immune tothe lessons of histosy.

councillors. and what they saw as other

Defence Secretary Philip Hammond insisted that most Olympidesirable elements likely to votegs
security operations would be “played out in full view of the public.-@bour - like nurses and students

But Stop the War Coalition co-ordinator Lindsey German tolg th@round the district, forcibly
Morning Starit would be farcical if it were not so serious. Ns.[émoving many to “safe
German said she could not seriously believe they planned to|sh&@nservative wards. L
down aircraft in densely populated areas. This ended with the edifying

“If the army is serious about using missiles like these in a dehsaipectacle of young families being
populated area they're going to cause tremendous damage,” she d9i§ed to live intower blocks which |

“The government needed to look at its own role in subjugating!ou!d have been condemne '
L
.

protectthe Olympic stadiumincludes six rooftop artillery placem
The red-faced revelation came two days after off-duty jourr]

impoverished peoples if it wanted to prevent terrorist attasks.] Mcluding one where birds mad
nests out of asbestos. 3

NEWS FOR PEOPLE, |i. #'T o> p
NOT FOR PROF’ Ts., hér;tishgovrnnthasalloct(ladfundsforalavish"SchoI

Games," which will take place in the London Olympic Park this
Fee 11 month. But this does not replace the huge cuts to school

’ recreation and sports programs in previous budgets.
PQOPle Q ports prog p g

voic UJPO

U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year | Ca n a d a
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

o
e
7l

Every issue of PeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
every p age—in every issue! | 12007 |

Name

In solidarity with the
Occupy Movement
for a future of economic
and social justice for all.

Address

Postal Code




