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Resistance in Colombia 13 The Modi danger

Decades of repression by right- Voters in India are going to the

wing governments, the militarand LUdIOW Massacre polls, with ultra-Hiindu
death squads have failed to defeat  One hundred years ago, thugs in the nationalist Narendra Modi
Colombia's working clas3his pay of mining and financial bosses leading the race. Critics in North
month, a national agrarian strike murdered 18 coal miners and family ~ America are reminding the world
may challenge the regime. members to break a strike. about Modi's threat to minorities.
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Gains for NYC transit workers

The settlement just achieved forunions including all other public increases or Part Timers. . . .
38,000 members of Transitauthority workers caved in and “Now there is a contract Proletarios de todos los paises, unios!
Workers Union Local 100 in New accepted extremely concessionargettlement in place which hag Proletaires de tous les pays, Unissez-vous!
York City is being called a “huge contracts which included threeshattered the state pattern, anfl proletarii vsekh stran, soyedinyaytes!
success” by their union - anconsecutive zero’s (no retro pay)moved the MTA far off their initial o . -
important ac%ﬂevement at a timetwo weeks forced unpaid furlough” three zero’s” bargain position. Olb”the_an domhain, ao”ta'gh_!
when organized labour is undettime, and out of pocket health caréThe deal that the TWU settled| Proletarier alles lander, vereinight euch!
sustained attack. Now thepayments going up to $5,000 peincludes raises in all three year§ Kaikkien maiden proletaarit, liirtykaa yhteen!
Amalgamated Transit Union year. In addition to this, the MTA where every other union took . TR TIEe
(ATU) Local 726, whichrepresents(Metro Transit Authority) was zeros. It provides for retroactive Butun d_u nyanin proletarlari, _k_-‘mj“S“S_InIZ!
2000 workers in Staten Island,pushing part time bus operator apay of $4,000-$5,000 for most| Proletarier fun ale lender, fariinikt zikh!
hopes to reach a similar deal.  the major focus of their demandsworkers, and an immediate 494 |t means the same:

A letter from Danny Cassella, “For two years, despite beingwage increase. When other uniong
President ATU Local 726, saysundertremendous pressure, TWUWvere losing ground, this contrac “\A/ORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE”

the following: Local 100 and ATU 726 stood ouris putting real money in members’
Happy May Day, 2014

“Two years ago, all NYC ground and refused to cave in anghockets instead of having the
Parkdale Club

Transit workers were facing aaccept the three zeros, théealthcare payment go up td
Communist Party of Canada

disastrous situation. The NY stateoutrageous healthcare paymern$5,000 ayear, there are only minof
increases amounting to less thany

bucks a week. And in return the
To People's Voice readers and

No matter how you say it:

benefits have been substantially
improved. For the first time ever
the contract includes fully paid
maternity and paternity leave - if
your wife has a baby now you ge1/'
two weeks off work fully paid!

The TWU won huge monetary
increases on Dental and opticall
too. But most importantly, this
contract now provides for lifetime
medical coverage for our spouses
Under the current contract when
we pass away in retirement, you
spouse’s lose medical coverag
shortly afterward. This contract
corrects that inequity and gives ug
the peace of mind that our husban
or wife will be taken care of if

something happens to us.

“If the TWU did not settle this
contract, all transit workers in
every union would have run the
risk of getting bound up in [{{
arbitration to the upcoming city
contract pattern which willinclude
zeros in years that the TWU won o
raises. Very shortly, | will be '
reaching outtothe MTAto bargain
this very same contract for ATU
726. The sooner we can sign this =
deal, the faster we are out of harm’

“Peace, Jobs,
Socialism”

Elgin "Scotty” Neish
Club, CPC

Victoria, BC

to working people everywhere!

Belogiannis Club CPC

MAY DAY
GREETINGS!

From the Davenpot Club g

k

CPC way, and the faster we can staft . 3. X from the
collecting retro pay and wage| V. & . .
increases.’® Erlc_BIalr Club CPC
of Niagara

Home of Harriet Tubman

PV Fund Drive Report

In the hectic push to completesolidarity and commitment to contact of the CLC with
our most complex publication of celebrating International Workers’ communities across Canada, will
the year - the May Day specialDay are deeply appreciated! be hotly debated. Look for analysis
with greetings from across Canada This issue will be distributed to of the outcome in our next issue! Alberta’s fossil fuel-based economic boom has meant enormous
- it has been difficult to keep updelegates at the Canadian Labour Three events are coming up forprofits for energy corporations, but heavy personal costs for thousands
with all the details of the Fund Congress convention, taking placé8.C. readers. The Vancouver Easbf workers.

Drive. Look for an update in our May 5-9 in Montreal. As you can Club’s Pasta Dinner willtake place  Award-winning journalist Andrew Nikiforuk, who writes for The
next issue. We are now past thesee by our commentaries onpagest 6 pm on Sunday, April 27, Tyee website and others, has written a scathing article on the shocking
half-way mark, with the majority 6 and 7, this will be a particularly including vegetarian or non- extent of deaths and injuries in the Alberta workforce.
of our $50,000 target eithercrucial convention. For the first vegetarian pasta options, salad and Last year, Alberta saw a near-record high of 173 deaths on the job.
received or accounted for by thetime in many years, there will begarlic bread, for just $15. As Nikiforuk writes, “excluding occupational disease and vehicle
value of the May Day ads in thisan election for President. Just as The annual Pancake Breakfasaccidents, Alberta, with a population of four million, now reports 5.9
issue. We thank every organizatioimportant, the future of Labour organized by the Burnaby Club istimes more fatalities due to workplace injury than the United Kingdom,
which placed a greeting. YourCouncils, the main grassrootsback at 5435 Kincaid St. in according to Athabasca University labour expert Bob Barnetson.”
Burnaby. That's on Mother'sDay, Britain also carries out 7.5 times more Occupational Health and
Sunday, May 11, starting 10 am.Safety prosecutions than Alberta, where prosecutions of employers for
Last call for pancakes is 12 noonpunsafe workplaces plummeted from 22in 2008 to a low of five last year.
andthe priceisanamazing $12 (or The province relies on economic activity which poses many dangers

® $8 for kids under 12). Call 604- for workers, such as petroleum extraction, mining and construction, but
: tO the PV Fund Drlve! : 294-6775 for more details! lags behind on occupational health and safety.

The 22nd annual People’s According to a 2011 study by the Alberta Federation of Labour, the

| Enclosed p|ease find my donation of $ I voice Victory Banquet is Sat., province has the lowest Workers’ Compensation Board premiums in
| —___ 1 May 31 (doors open 6 pm), at theCanada for industries that are “responsible for the most worksite

Alberta bitumen boom accompanied
by rising worker injuries

' Here's my contribution |
| |

| to the 2014 People‘\ﬂ)ice Press Fund Drive| Russian Hall, 600 Campbell Ave.fatalities, occupational diseases, and disabling injuries.”
in Vancouver. Call 604-254-9836  Oil and natural gas exploration companies pay just $0.55/$100

I Name for tickets and other details. payroll, the study notes, “while companies in the rest of Canada pay four

: Address

In Toronto, part of the proceedstimes as much, at $2/$100 payroll.”

I City/town

Postal Code

: Prov

| Sendyour contributionto:
| People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1

from the annual United May Day The Alberta government maintains that only 53,000 workers were
eventwill go to the PV Drive. Join injured on the job in 2009. But Prof. Barnetson calculates the number
your friends on Sat., May 3, 6:300f workplace injuries annually in Alberta may be 500,000, or 10 times
pm, at the Steelworkers Hall, 25the government figure.

Cecil Street. Admission is free, That's because the only injuries the government discusses in public
with speakers, live music, poetryare disabling injury claims. Leaving out injuries which do not result in
and dance, and food andostor modified work, this under-represents the true rate of injury by a
refreshments. Don’t miss it! factor of 10.e
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B.C. school boards “should consider deficit budget S”

School boards across BritishProject, which is “dedicated to education - our society’s single
Columbia face huge budgetdefending, promoting and most valuable social institution?
shortfalls this spring, due to theenhancing public education.” Your Board is not to blame, but it
impact of extra costs downloadedBouey was elected to the VSB iwill bear the burden imposed by 3
by the Liberal provincial 2002 and 2008, serving the lattercynical government.
government. Compelled by law taerm as deputy chair. Giesbrecht Some recommendations arg
bring in “balanced” budgets, is a former president of the city’spalatable. Cancelling membershiy
many boards are reducing theParent Advisory Council. in the BC School Trustees Assoc
numbers of teachers and support The proposed VSB budget isiation and not adding to District
staff. an effort to mitigate an untenableParent Advisory Council’s existing

The following is from a situation. Over a decade offunds for the next year are two.
presentation at the Vancouverprovincial underfunding  But many recommendations
School Board’s  budget continues. The next three yearsvill disproportionately affect |
consultations, by Jane Bouey angbortend more of the same. Is thisrulnerable students. Eliminating|
Gwen Giesbrecht, co-chairs of thedeliberate? Is the intention toan Educational Psychologist will,
Vancouver Public Education undermine confidence in publicas stated “... increase the Waltllst%ane Bouey (left) and Gwen Giesbrecht of the Public Education

. ];g;n?iXCSS{S?232?2)5'131'8%352:? rojectare potential candidates for VSB trustee in the November
.y ' P 014 civic election.

’*t A - ME}" Dﬂ}' and Language pathologist, the

Anti-Racism and Literacy mentors,
Greetings

two SACY positions, the English and not painted regularly. birthday and need to be replaced
Language Learner consultant, How has this happened? Itis thdoy modern tools, says the Board,
Britannia Secondary cafeteriaconsequence of the provinceat a cost of $720,000. Five years
worker, the District Athletics downloading expenses onto locayoung and already obsolete. This
Coordinator, Multicultural Liaison schoolboards. Recently, Victoria putnfrastructure cost out of operating
worker may be minimal, but the boards on notice that they may neetlinds will be needed in perpetuity.
impact will be large. to pay for half the cost of capital The Vancouver Board of

The arts are vital for a full and projects and seismic upgrades. Thededucation has had to put a stark
rich education. In this proposedabrupt and unilateral directivesand bleak budget proposal on the
budget the entire elementary Banghow contempt for local planningtable. Its response should be
and Strings Program could be axedand have a destabilizing impact orequally stark, but not so bleak.
The Board could increase theall operations. The single most important part
annual fee for the band and strings  There is still money in the of the board’s response should be
program to $25 a month. Forbudgetto supportthe vast array ofoud, evidence-based, hard-hitting
families able to afford $250 a yearcomputer technology thatis now aadvocacy with a detailed plan that
per child, access to music could bé&ey part of school infrastructures.makes good use of all trustees in
available. This restriction is Boththeinitialexpenses and thosdheir role as leaders.
contrary to the purposes and spiritn  this budget have been It should ignite public
of a public system. Such “accessownloaded onto local boards byawareness and engagement and
already exists. It's called privatethe province. The systemmediainterestabout the reality of
music lessons. absolutely requires the use ofthe provincial government’s

This budget proposes more cutsomputers but refuses to fund it..abrogation of responsibility for
to Maintenance services to save Technology expenses eat up aublic education.
about half a million dollars. Those huge amount of capital. The 6,000 Government has ignored our
who spend time in Vancouvercomputers purchased by the Boar@leas for 13 years. Now, it is time
schools know that they are shabbyn 2009 are now nearing their fifthfor more pressure. The Board
should consider creating and
submitting a deficit budget rather
than passing a balanced,
inadequate, harmful and
irresponsible budget.

Perhaps the Board ought to
operate the schools the way they
should be run, until the money
runs out. And then? Shut it down.
Simply refuse to preside over the
demise of the Public Education.

Either scenario would leave the
Board in very difficult
circumstances. You could be fired,
it has happened. But consider the
opportunity to mobilize for the
November municipal election
when we could place public
education at the center of the civic
agenda.

Well-funded, stable, valued
public schools are good for the
whole community - not a political
add-on.

Butthe currentreality isafreeze
on capital spending; three years of
upcoming, compounded cuts until
2017 and ongoing harm to the one
system that provides the best
opportunities for everyone.

It is time to put the provincial
government on the hook. This
strategy just might do ite

MAY DAY

Canadian-Cuban Friendship
AssociationToronto

Celebrating friendship between
Canadians and Cubans since 1977

ccfatoronto@sympatico.cawww.ccfatoronto.ca
PO Box 99051-1245 Dupont St  Toronto ON M6H 2A0

People's Voice
Victory Banquet

Great dinner, music, door prizes,
refreshments & more!

Saturday, May 31

doors open 6 pm

Russian Hall, 600 Campbell Ave.,
Vancouver

Tickets $20 (unwaged $10), from
People's Voice, 604-255-2041 email
<newlabourpress1@gmail.com>
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EDIT ORIALS

Cracks inthe T ory wall?

It appears that Stephen Harper’s iron grip over his caucus 11
be a bit looser these days, at least around Bill C-23, the “(Un)H
Elections Act.” A Senate committee report, endorsed
Conservative members, calls for nine changes to the bill. One

Release trade unionist Shahrokh Zamani!

The UK-based Committee forprisoners are held, includingperiod asanimportantopportunity
the Defence of the Iranian People’d 3,000 on drug and criminalto pressure the government of
Rights (CODIR) has called uponcharges. President Hassan Rouhani, who

naythe labour and trade movement Zamani is a member of thewas elected last year on a promise
airinternationally to demand theSyndicate of Paint Workers ofof reform inside Iran. The
py release of Shahrokh Zamani, arehran, but the regime does nobrganization is keen to make sure
S tdrade unionist currently on hungerrecognise independentunionsanthat  Rouhani’s  declared
strike in Iran. many trade unionists have beemvillingness to reform is tested on

a)

remove the “fundraising” exemption which would allow th

Conservatives drive truckloads of cash through election spending Zamani was sentenced to 1larrested forattempting to organisehe domestic front, where there

limits. While any party could theoretically do the same, the years imprisonment for his tradesuch bodies.

has been insignificant movement

proposal would give the Conservatives an enormous ejtraunion activities. Arrested in June A joint statement “holding the on trade union rights and the

advantage, and result in a huge increase in political spending.

Another important amendment would allow Elections Can
to continue funding the Student VVote organization, and other vg
education programs in schools. Apparently the senators are feg
the heat for Harper’s blatant attempt to steal the next election |
before the votes are counted.

Unfortunately, the Senate committee did not recommend

2011, he was convicted of “actinglslamic Republic of Iran freeing of political prisoners.
a against national security byresponsible for Mr. Zamani’'s “Those supporting Iranian trade
terestablishing or membership ofhealth and well-being”, signed byunions must push to getthe Iranian
linggroups opposed to the systemtrade unionists and progressivegovernment to positively respond
bNGand “spreading propaganda againgiersonalities globally, demandsto their demands, for better pay
the establishment”. These charge§mmediate and unconditional and conditions and for trade union
heare widely used by the Iranianrelease forallincarcerated workersights”, continued Ahmadi. “We

retention of vouching, where one registered voter verifies the state to intimidate those engageand political prisoners in Iran.”  call on the government of Iran to

identity and address of another voter. This critical change co|
deprive up to half a million Canadians of their right to vot
according to electoral experts, especially poor people, Aborigi
peoples, the elderly, many immigrants, and those in rural ar
who lack the required “street address” ID. The elimination

vouching willalmost certainly be challenged in court as a violati
of the Charter guarantee of the right to vote.

And that gets to the heart of the matter. Like their ultra-right U
Republican mentors, the Harper Tories pose the democratic r
of casting a ballot as a suspicious or even criminal act, to
restricted by making it difficult for sections of the population le
likely to vote Conservative.

The Senate amendments are an important reflection of pu
anger. But this odious legislation must be withdrawn completg
not tinkered with.

Scrap the TFWP

Under the guise of addressing shortages of skilled worke}:

certainregions or industries, the Temporary Foreign Worker Pro
(TFWP) has been relentlessly expanded under the Harper Tor
part of their core agenda to weaken the labour movement.
revelations about employer abuses of the TFWP have sparked
calls to change the program, or to shut it down.

ldin trade union activity. “Solidarity work in defence of enact ILO conventions 87 and 98
Zamani has been on hungetranian workers and tradewithoutdelay.”

'@l strike since March 8, 2014. Theunionists, who are engaged in a Almost a year after Rouhani

Fa%unger strike began in the Gohadifficult struggle for better pay was elected on a platform of respect
bl pasht prison in solidarity with and conditions of work, is a vital for human and democratic rights,
PN other political prisoners. Threepart of CODIR'’s activities”, said the economy continues to struggle
S days into the action the prisonCODIR Assistant Generalunder the weight of economic

gh anagement transferred Zaman$ecretary, Jamshid Ahmadi. “Wesanctions. The regime’s economic
be

b
s

0 Ghezel Hesar prison, with nomustwork to ensure thatthe realitypolicy has brought more factory

explanation. Zamani has spentflifeinside Iranforthose fighting closures, unemployment, unpaid

eightdays in solitary confinementfor basic rights is brought to thewages and poverty pay.

J“Csir_lce his transfer to Ghezel Hesaattention of their colleagues across Letters urging th_e release of

ly prison. So far he haslost seventeette world.” Shahrokh Zamani and other
"kilos. In Ghezel Hesar, 20,000 CODIR regards the currentdetained trade unionists can to be

S

Unity of all workers is the bedrock of our common struggle

classto non-Canadianworkers. Inarecent Vancouver Suninte
Dan Keely, President of the Canadian Federation of Indepe
Business, claimed that Canadian youth burdened with studen
refuse to take fast food jobs, while foreign-born workers accep
wages and turn up for every shift. In other words, TFWP emplo
are considered to be reliable cheap labour.

Today, Macdonald’s is being called out for its hiring practig
including reluctance to hire young Canadians. Yet this fast
giant raked in $6 billion (US) profit during 2013. Clearly, su
corporations can afford to pay higher wages. The TFWP
deliberate governmenttool to help business maximize profits,
expense of all working people, wherever we are from. The ¢
scrap the TFWP must be part of a wider struggle to build U
around the fight to put people before profits!
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I Eicd Opposing global warming and
Theory supporting fascism

By Rob Gowland, from The dril!ing in the. Arctic poses temperature by up to five degree:wholeheartedly.cqmmitted to demqnstratinginfavourofjoining

Guardian Weekl); of the environmental risks, or th.aF mean but in just the space of twodemocracy as it is, promptly Russia has included numerous

Communi,st Party of Australia global temperatures are rising. centuries! _ announced that it would notshotsc_)fpeoplt_evocallyandV|S|bly
Anumberofcommentatorshave The scientists working on therecognise the results. Who carespposing fascism.

There's a supposed plot idegpointed out the obvious: that if thethawing of the permafrost alsowhat the people want? It's what Inthe 1970s in Chile, when the
for a movie (or a novel) being deniers turn out to be right, and wepoint out that if the permafrost Uncle Sam wants that counts! US was trying to destabilise the
circulated on the Internet at theunnecessarily restrict greenhousenelts completely, it will release Inevitably other Russian- government of Salvador Allende,
moment that goes like this: 97gasemissions, turnaway fromfossiinto the atmosphere all the COZspeaking parts of Ukraine havethey mobilised (and paid) gangs
percent of the world’s scientistsfuels and develop green sources aind methane currently locked awaylemanded the right to vote onof fascist thugs to take control of
contrive an environmental crisis,renewable energy, no great harnn the frozen soil and water thatseceding from Ukraine and joiningthe streets away from the Left.
but are exposed by a plucky banavill have been done. We can wipecomprises the permafrost. It isRussia, as the motley gang ofThisis clearly the same tactic they
of billionaires and oil companies. our brows, say “Phew!” and relaxestimated that that would mearfascists and ultra-nationalists whaused in Kiev and are now trying to

I don’t know if it has success our restrictions if we wish. But the the release into the atmosphere diave seized control in Kiev try to use in Venezuela. When itdoesn't
written all over it, butitis certainly world will not have suffered any an additional two trilliontonnes of impose their racist neo-fascistwork, as it didn't in Chile and

topical. The great majority of theirreparable harm. greenhouse gasses! policies (with their anti-Jewish andhasn't in Venezuela, they tend to
naysayers about global warming On the other hand, however, if Thisis not a statistic that we camanti-ethnic-Russian agenda) on therop all pretence of heeding the
are conservative, right-wingthe bulk of the scientific affordtoignore. We cannotsimplyrest of the country. democratic will of the people and

politicians with a vested interestincommunity is right, and we takehope that it will not be as bad as Itis being borne in on Westernresort to an outright military coup.
denying the reality of global no action to halt global warming feared and do nothing, trusting inleaders that their heavy reliance Or they invade, in order
warming. They represent or argas Tony Abbott would have usahandful of scientists who disagree®n fascists in Ukraine (and also inostensibly to restore order (and
financially dependent on do), thenthe world is going to seewith almost all their colleagues.Venezuela) may have been aemocracy, of course), which was
corporations that market fossilrising sea levels, galloping And even they do not all deny thetactical error, as it alerted thetheir scenarioin Libya, and would
fuels or manufacture goods thatesertification, more destructivereality of global warming. Many populace to the real nature of théhave been also in Syria had Russia
depend on or are derived fromstorms and droughts, and possiblpf them simply don't agree thatforces supposedly “fighting for notbeen so firm. Thatimperialism
fossilfuels. They are provided withthe end of all life on Earth. Who in humans have caused it. democracy”. Significantly, the is so openly supporting fascists is
vocal support by a tiny group of his right mind would take thatrisk, The commonsensethingtodoisnews footage of the peoplea worry for the whole worlde
scientists - almost none of whomgambling the future of the planetto assume thathumans have caused

are climate scientists - whoon the assurances of the globai, andtotake all practical measures

nevertheless have discovered thatarming deniers? possible to change the practices Fernando Gonzalez Ul'geS

they can achieve a certainamount NITV (National Indigenous believed responsible and reverse . .

of notoriety if not fame (and also Television) is running a the process. As | said before, if it freedom for his fellow flghterS

oil company funding) by speakingdocumentary series called Tippingurns outto have been unnecessary

out against global warming. Points. The two episodes | haveso what? Where's the harm? ButifPrensa Latina, HAVANA, April 15
Every move by governments toseen were about the thawing of théhe climate scientists are right, and

protect the public from harmful Arctic permafrost. The scientistswe ignore them, we will be playing

products marketed with great gustavere working in Alaska, but the fastand loose with the future of life

by greedy corporations has beesame thingis happening in Canadan Earth.

met by those corporations diggingand Siberia: the permafrost is Meanwhile, Western leaders

up anobscure scientistwhoinreturnthawing out and melting. As onehave been playing fast and loosé w - . .

for corporate dollars is willing to of the scientists said: five million with the truth about the situation in ng”ﬁ the v%ry begmrfun%o_f this prc|>C(_ass we Webre CO?SC!SUS that Ivve

go on an international lecture touryears ago the Earth’s temperaturéJkraine. The population in Crimea V'€ P€INg made to pay for being revolutionary Cubans,” said Gonzalez,

to deny that food additives arerose about five degrees, but it tookioted overwhelmingly in favour ' referferr]]ce tok;che case that has become known internationally as the

harmful, or that there is any link several thousand years to do smf union with Russia in a poll that case of t g Cuban F||ve. | d d

between cigarettes and cancer, hearhe latest cycle of global warmingwas scrupulously fair and legal. Fernando Gonzalez, Rene Gonzalez, Gerardo Hernandez, Ramon

disease and the rest, or that oils also expected to raise theThe US government, of course -2Panino, and Antonio Guerrero were the five Cubans put on trial in
Miami in 2001. The latter three remain incarcerated, while Fernando

Gonzalez and Rene Gonzalez (no relation) are back in Cuba after having
. completed long sentences.
B I | I C_23 m ust n Ot aSS Sa “We were punished for having worked on behalf of the Cuban
p y y people, on behalf of the Cuban revolution, and even for working for the
. . U.S. people, since we thwarted terrorist actions that might have harmed
S m al I re g I Ste re d p artl e S them,” saic_i Gor_lzalez, inaninterview posted a_tthe Cubadebate web_site.
Regarding his return to Cuba, Gonzalez said he felt free “and not just
as aresult of having been released from prison. | have the freedom that

In our previous issue, wewatched over by an independensuppression schemes. It even | was denied in the United States. Here | have the freedom to do what
reported that registered political and effective Elections Canada. bars Elections Canada frO{W | want, including political freedom.”

Fernando Gonzalez, the Cuban who fought terrorist plots hatched
from the United States against his country, made an urgent call here for
the immediate liberation of his fellow fighters still held prisoner in the
United States, a punishment he said was meant as vengeance for Cuba’s
evolutionary process.

parties currently without The Conservativesand Stepheencouraging citizens to vot He recalled that he was taken to Phoenix in a highly reinforced
representation in the House ofHarper are terrified because theyspecially youth, new Canadiafs convoy, and later to Miami. The operation lasted some 36 hours.
Commons metrecently in Ottawacan’t win a fair election; they hopeand First Nations people. “I was always handcuffed, and in the middle of this huge security
to discuss Bill C-23, “An Act to they can win a rigged one. From now until the nex{ operationthatwas a surprise to me. | was even handcuffed in the plane
amend the Canada Elections Act Opposition to Stephen electionandbeyond,ifnecessaly, that brought me to Cuba, albeit with plastic cuffs, which were cut when
and other Acts and to makeHarper’'s Bill C-23 is almost we will be working together tq the plane opened its door at Havana' s Jose Marti airport. Only then did
consequential amendments tainiversal, condemned by nationaprotect Canadians from Steph¢n | feel free,” he said.
certain Acts”. and international election officials Harper’'s and the Conservativeg”  Gonzalez said he was grateful for the international support for the
Unfortunately, a news cowardly, self-serving attack oh Five and urged a continuation of the struggle to free Gerardo (condemned
conference planned for April 11 their fundamental right to votg. to two life sentences plus 15 years), Ramon (30 years) and Antonio (21
was cancelled due to unforeseen We will fight for our fellow | years and 10 months). “Our friends in solidarity throughout the world
circumstances. But the parties Canadians and their hard wgn must continue pushing for the three to be released and returned to Cuba

listed below agreed to issue the rights wherever we can - in the as soon as possible,” he stressed.
following statement. These courts, inthe streets, in elections,
£

parties are also concerned abou on social media, in class roomg -
many provisions in Bill C-23 wherever Canadians who belieye
aside from those outlined here. in democratic rights and honept §
Many of these concerns remain, - government gather. kY
despite the recommendations for Elections Act Wereach outtoall Canadiansfo Q - \ -~ =
several amendments, issued on help us stop Stephen Harper and ] - M foe, =
April 15 by the Senate committee the Conservatives stealing thgir \ A r & ,n? '\‘ ; tt" P
studying C-23. and experts on democracy anelections and stealing their rights. h-" o ¥
The Conservative Party ofelections. It is supported only by- Animal Alliance Environment o
Canada, overseen by PrimeConservative politicians who Voters Party of Canada
Minister Stephen Harper, ishope to benefit from its worst- Canadian Action Party . .
hoping to steal the next federalprovisions. Bill C-23 helps people - Christian Heritage Party The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
election. Bill C-23, the so-called commit election fraud and get- Communist Party of Canadg
Fair Elections Act, is their game away with it; encourages mayhem; Libertarian Party of Canada
plan. We are working togetherconfusion, and long delays on- Marijuana Party of Canada
to stop the Conservatives, and t@lection day; and deprives- Marxist-Leninist Party of E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
protect every Canadian’s righthundreds of thousand ofCanada On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
to vote in a fair and honestCanadians of their right to vote. - Party for Accountability, Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461
election that is free of voter Bill C-23 goes even further. It Competency and Transparency | Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
suppression schemes, of electioprevents Elections Canada from Pirate Party of Canada 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA
fraud, of the denial of warning Canadians who are- Progressive Canadian Party,
fundamental rights, and alltargeted by fraud and voter- Rhinoceros Party

-

e

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Fijve:

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca
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Three candidates in CLC president race

of the diverse reality of today’s The current proposal to gut theand Equity Vice-Presidents and oimovement should be playing and
working class and ready to steputhority and powers of local the committees of equality-seekingabout how we integrate equality
The 27th Canadian Labourforward with new energy and labour councils may be the mosigroups will be critical sources of into all of the CLC’s campaigns.”
Congress convention opens Mayreativity. There is a need for avisible example. ideas.” He concludes, “My commi-
5in Montreal. For the first time in new labour movement using its Speaking to People’s Voice, He promises to “meet at thetmentisto find every way possible
memory, there are now threepower and resources to connecseveral rank and file or mid-levelfirst opportunity with these worker to listen to and engage our union
candidates for president, includingand give leadership to socialtrade union activists have askedepresentatives to seek advicactivists andleadersindeveloping
theincumbent, Ken Georgetti, whomovements for democracy andwhether Yussuff is too closely about the campaigns and issuesur vision and in mobilizing our
has held the position for fifteensustainability...” identified with the current facingequality-seeking membersmembers for positive social
years. In an implicit critique of the leadership to make the changeabout what role the labourchange.”e
The first to come forward was Georgetti leadership, Yussuffwhichare necessarytoreinvigorate
Hassan Husseini, who has a strongontinues, “The movement canthe CLC.
track record as a labour andcontinuetotellitselfthatitisdoing The first candidate for . .
community organizer in Ontario. allitcan; thatwe still hold influence president, Hassan Husseini, has \/DLC slams “Fair Elections Act”
Husseini quickly won endorsationsin spite of years of right-wing drawn attention to the serious
from union bodies and activistseconomic policy and US- issues facing working people,
who see the need for strongeRepublican s?yle p}cl)litics; that thewhile also calling for major By Peter Marcus, Vancouver
militant strategies. Then, CLC CLC’songoing campaignfor CPPchanges to the CLC’s structure The Vancouver and District Labour Council had two speakers at its
Secretary-Treasurer Hassamxpansion has kept this sociahnd approach. monthly meeting on April 15. Peter Lehay of the International Longshore
Yussuff entered the race in mid-priority on the national agenda; Inanew document called “My Workers Union (ILWU) spoke about the International Transport
April, issuing an open letter titled that two-tier contracts are not acommitment - The first 100 daysFederation, which serves as an advocate for transport workers around
“Leadership for a Bold Labour prevalent here as south of theand beyond,” Husseini makesthe world, particularly seafarers who often face horrid conditions.
Movement.” border. But the reality is that thespecific proposals, including Denis Lemelin, National President of the Canadian Union of Postal
Yussuff, who has held thatlives of workers and their familiesimmediate consultations with Workers, talked about the attack of the federal Conservative government
position since 2002, was born inare getting tougher; both in theirFederations of Labour and Laboumgainst his union.
Guyana, becoming atrade unionistvorkplaces and their Councils about their issues and The VDLC resolved to endorse a letter being sent to Prime Minister

PV Vancouver Bureau

in Ontario’s auto plant sector. Hecommunities.” struggles, and enhanced financiaHarper on the first year anniversary of the Bangladesh factory collapse,
argues that “There is a wind of Yussuff adds, “When labour and staff resources for the Labouand to participate in an action on April 24. Delegates authorized a $100
change blowing in Canada’s traddails to mobilize its members andCouncils. dollar donation and to help promote the “On to Ottawa” Caravan to

unionmovement,”and hewantstado impact employers and He promises to reduce theQOttawa and the August 21-24 People’s Social Forum.
“give voice to that change andgovernmentsinthe workplace anchumber of Executive Assistantsto The delegates also endorsed a call to “decline approval” of the
work with you to lead our in the streets, it will have limited the President (from 4 to 1), andproposed “Fair Elections Act,” and replace it with reform incorporating
movement.” effect on decisions.” allocate those resources to staffhe proposals of Elections Canada for enforceable standards for the

His statement goes on to say, He calls for “a more inclusive support in the field. Pledging toconduct of parties, for voters to challenge election results obtained
“There is adesire and ademand tand respectful leadership at théead by example, Husseini wouldthrough fraud or corrupt or illegal practices, and to protect voters from
return to the offensive for rights CLC,” reflecting a widely held also reduce his own pay anduture election fraud.
and progress for workers afterview that the current leadershipcompensation, helping to “freeup  Joey Hartman, president of the VDLC, reported that the Metro
decades of retreat and declinehas not acted in such a mannergsources more usefully putvancouver Alliance’s first meeting held recently at the Maritime
There is an eagerness for neweithertowards labour'scommunitytowards grassroots organizing and abour Center hosted 650 people. She noted that there will be a rally on
leadership that is truly reflective partners or even its own affiliates.local leadership development.” May 1 in support of locked out IKEA Richmond workers who have been

He hopes to “work with on a picket line for almost a year.
affiliates on developing cross- The May Day march on Commercial Drive in Vancouver will be led

Ma D& G'.Eet’n sr union training sessions forby the Carnival Band, and author Mark Leirer will speak at the rally.
y y g - members on organizing drives andHundreds of Unite Here Local 40 workers were laid off at Roger’s
effective

mobilizations.... Arena, and have to re-apply for the same jobs on line, despite the fact

Unite and Fight against Working with affiliates, that some have little or no computer skills. Hartman mentioned that as
; / Federations and Labour Councilsa delegate representing the VDLC, she will officially remain neutral in

Austerity and War! | will develop online resources tothe campaign by three candidates for presidency of the Canadian

help workers in labour disputesLabour Congress taking place May 4-9 in Montreal.

For I’BHI:H. Ilﬂmm.‘.'l‘ﬂl:!l and to build labour solidarity with  The health care facilities group of unions, dominated by the
and Socialism! workers on strike. | willmodernize Hospital Employees’ Union, will be taking strike votes as negotiations

the CLC’s use of social media toare at a virtual standstill due to the intransigence of the employers

Ea T CI b CPC spread the word on workersand the provincial government. The Day of Mourning for dead and
St Dl‘Dl‘ltD up ~ struggles to union members andnjured workers will be observed at 12 noon on April 28, at New
social movement allies in anWestminster Quaye

immediate and popular way.”
And pledging to go further, he

gails fortharzzli‘gloegI dialﬁgue LATIN AMERICAN SOLIDARITY
etween the and our allies ir]

the social justice community on COMMITTEE-SASKATOON
ways to support each other anél

build a broad coalitionto challeng

_ : On International Workers’ Day, we honour the
the austerity agenda and build a

inclusive. democratic country.” courage of those on the front lines of
This would start with crg.ss— struggles, and the past achievements of
Canada “Fairness Works” townl P€ople’s movements in shaping this country.

halls around Labour Day 2014"to] ~ \We stand up against attacks on our public
engage the activist base of ou services, including the privatization of
movement and to broaden the d i W I for th t of all
campaign beyond television ads education. We call for the respec
Community and social movemen{ Workers migrating from all nations. We oppose
allies would be included.” Canada’s ongoing colonial relations with
Husseini would also open aj Indigenous peoples and its imperialist foreign
discussion on labour's program policies that accelerate displacement and

forthe 2015 federal electionatthq  environmental destruction around the world.
Canadian Council, with Labour . . . .
Councils and online, so that thd Organize, unite and fight, for an alternative to

CLC can “position itself as an] the neoliberal capitalist agenda, spearheaded

important voice in the organizing by the Harper and Wall governments.
that has already begun in thq

country to get rid of the Harper -
Conservatives and their anid ©N May 1st, celebrate International

worker, anti-democratic and big Workers’ Day in Saskatoon!
business agenda.”

u ite A i st w “We need an independenty Meet at the Peace Monument in Rotary Park at
n ga n ar labour vision and p|atf0rm to 6 PM, for Speakers, perfOI‘manceS, fl‘ee fOOd,
mobilize members, present to thq and a march to Friendship Park. For info,
and lmperialism! political parties who want to form email <info@maydaysaskatoon.ca>.

the next federal government, ang

engage our allies,” he argues. | Let’s make May Day an example of our

: eqﬂ;ﬁ;i‘g&e\g;‘:ﬁe tr?e;rrz'gctﬁm determination and solidarity!
CanadlanPeaceCnng ress.ca work of the Canadian Labour Celebrate People’s Movements!

Congress. Therole ofthe Women'’s
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Labour Council changes could stifle grassroot

By Sam Hammond

S activism

increased participation and 1. The CLC will develop a set committees which will involve and working groups provided for
activism by union members at theof model by-laws for labour affiliates; these could include strikethem by Local Union officers and
Delegatestothe 2011 Canadiatocal and regional level by councils, containing a preambleand

bargaining support,designated staff (janitors? CLC

Labour Congress conventionexamining new ways for activistsspecifying the focus of labour community outreach, municipal Staff Reps?) who they may never

adopted anew structure comprisetb become engaged and worlcouncils as follows:

of the Canadian Council, thetogether;

Executive Committee and the* explore ways to ensure that theparticipating
National Campaign Committee. CLC Constitution is enforced soprovincial and federal election
Since its 1956 founding from that all affiliated unions shoulder campaigns;

election campaign, mediasee again for three years. The
- engage in political action byrelations, and union Labour Councils willno longer be
in municipal, communications and campaigns.delegate-driven bodies, and we do

The other nine points covernot even know if they will have
education and training, secure onelected delegates.

the merger of the Trades andheir responsibility in the finance - conduct ongoing political line sites for local union and The proposed role of the Labour

Labour Congress and the Congress
of Canadian Labour, the CLC has
evolved from a delegate-driven
body that elected all its Officers
and Executives, to an affiliate
governed body. The Canadia
Council comprises 75 not electeg
at Convention, and 10 elected a
Convention: the President, the

How we
see |t....

Secretary Treasurer, two executiveand capacity building of the coordination;

activism: addressing local issuesl.abour Council officers, develop Councils will be transmission belts
working with community groups, and maintain a data-base, effectivéorcampaigns decided athigherlevels
lobbying and advocacy ofcommunication strategies,of the bureaucratized CLC. The
municipal councils, schoolboardsguidelines for retiree and Resolution destroys the last vestiges
members of provincial legislaturescommunity groups, involvementof ground level creativity and
and members of Parliament; of CURC and retiree chapters ofdecision making. The result will be
- participate in campaigns of thelocal unions , young worker a contrived and controlled local
CLC, federations of labour andinvolvementand on-line financial bureaucracy, a mirror image of the
affiliates by providing support and reporting. higher unelected bodies created in
What are the big changes? Th011, which will stifle the lasttraces

Vice-Presidents, five Equity Vice- federations and labour councils;- engage in media relations andet of model by-laws are unknownof local autonomy, input and

Presidents and one Youth Vice-and
President.

structural move completed a fifty- on this review.

publiccommunications campaignsat this time, but can only beactivism by the rank and file.

*report regularly to the Executive to raise the profile of the labouramended with the permission of What is in the minds of the
This last and most drasticCommittee and Canadian Councimovement in the community;

the CLC President. Veto powerCanadian Council? Is there no
- communicate with affiliates and over by-laws which are as yetmoral commitmentto democracy?

five year metamorphosis, froma The Canadian Council thenunion members to provideunknown and will be written Is it fear of the membership or
leadership elected by a rank anéstablished a “Labour Councilinformation on important issues;without consultation. Governancecontempt that devises the
file Convention, to a governing Task Force” to report back to theand by decree. stratagem of “we know what's
body of professional trade Commissionon Structural Review,- promote the identity ofthelabour The biggest change is inbest’? Is it necessary to control
unionists selected outside ofwhich it did in September 2013.movement by organizing eventsSection 2. The CLC, Local Union everything fromthe top? Is this the
Convention and imposed on theThe five member “Task Force” for designated days, such as Labouranking officers and designatedway to build strong community
delegate body. In this historic flip, was chaired by Paul Moist fromDay, Day of Mourning, affiliate staff (which staff and roots? Did anyone consider
the majority had become theCUPE. It met with local union International Women’s Day, designated by whom?) will meetinvolving a delegation from every
instruments of the few. presidents and Labour CouncilNational Aboriginal Day, ineachregiontoelectanexecutivéabour Council to develop
The major eruption in 2011 presidents in twelve communitiesDecember 6. for three years, create workingproposals for their own
Convention came from the Labourbetween October 2012 and May Any variation of the model by- groups and committees andgovernance, and request finances
Councils and the Labour Council2013. laws must be approved by thedevelop a strategic plan. and services from the Canadian
Caucus, which were completely The Report contains all thePresident of the Congress. Whatever happened toCouncil? That would certainly
left out of the new model of blandrequisitestocomplimentthe 2. The CLC will convene an delegates? If they still exist, theyweld unity and restore confidence.
governance. Despite the knee-jerkole and importance of Labourannual meeting of local unionwillhave anexecutive, committeesThe present Resolution will na.

genuflection to the importance ofCouncils, but ignores completelyranking officers and designated
the grassroots Labour Councilsthe financial obligations of the affiliate staffin eachlabour council

the “boots onthe ground” of policy CLC, and stresses involvement irregion to:
and organization, they wereelectoral politics. It talks of many - develop a strategic plan with

From CUPE Local 1004
Vancouver BC

completely shut out of the thingsthe Labour Councils shouldgoals and objectives for the
Canadian Council and even worsegleal with, but leaves the onus orcommunity;

Serving our community
since 1911

the National = Campaign the Councilsthemselves. Itdefines elect a labour council executive
Committee. Nor was their role orproblems, but tends to leave thenirom the affiliate representatives;
connection to the Nationalhanging. It  encouragestheterm of office for the executive
Campaign Committee defined.involvement with labour’s allies, will be three years; and

Understandingly this createdand very close co-operation with- create working groups andj]

major angst. But the Canadiarsocial action groups. This is of
Council was ready, and proposeaourse positive.

and carried aresolutioninstructing Out of the Report there flows aI
GREETINGS!

the “Commission on Structural Resolution to the Canadian
Review” to: Council, which reliable sources
*review the structure, the role, thesay will go unchanged for adoption
finances, the capacity and theat the 2014 Convention. The
effectiveness of labour councilsResolution has 11
and federations of labour; recommendations. The first twol
* examine ways to encourageare as follows:

Vancouver & District

labﬂ#'r___ff.%'ﬂf—;gguhé

Lo e

Greetings of Solldarity

May Day 2014
International Day of the Worker

Defend the
rights of
immigrant
workers!

Unite Against War
and Imperialism!

Lower Fraser Club,
Communist Party
of Canada

(G o)

Salute to N < P
workers ' '
on May

A day of unity for workers

of all countries. Day 2014! AN

Toronto Association for
Peace and Solidarity

Nanaimo
Club CPC

Many small differences may divide us but
our common interests as workers unite us!
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THE CORPORATE ATTACK ON YOUTH IN CANADA

- : : living standards. The enemy ofland and resources, and that onlgften live in poor quality housing.
The Young Co_mmun'St '—eagl!e will hold its Canadianworkers s not our sistergienuine equality of all nations in  Life expectancy is 8-20 years
central convention May 24-25 in Toronto. We and brothers from other countriesthis country, large and small, carless for Indigenous peoples due to
reprint here some excerpts of the political b?t hratfh%r th? anti worker poligiisbegin 'té) Iovelr_come this ongoingextreme r;ol\:/_ertyNOn averﬁ_glgg, 50
; of the federal government and thegenocidal policy... percent of First Nations children
resolution under debate by YCIT mem?ers big corporations. Recent policies of the Harperlive below the poverty line. Teen
across the country, from the section on “The The other attack on workersConservatives have made mattersuicide rates are much higher
Corporate Attack On Youth In Canada.” outside of the organized labourworse. Budget bills C-38 and C-among Aboriginal youth. In

movement is in cuts to45 prompted mass unitedNunavut, the rate of death by
Employment Insurance. These areesistance in the form of Idle Nosuicide among Inuit is currently
t crippling and ultimately notsimply acutinfederal funding More in the Winter of 2012-2013. 10times the Canadian suicide rate.
g?gn(gjé?niézr?ﬁ I%Z]:Edeaaﬁg% t;%Eilestroying the organized labourto a social program. They are cutsill C-45 included changes to the Many young Aboriginal women
movement. The federal passage db a system into which all working Indian Act that makes it easier toand men also wind-up in jail or on

look no further than the last thre?C-S??, requiring unions to disclosepeople must directly pay into, nolease outreserve land for economithe streets. While 4.3 percent of

ﬁgﬂ?deet\fincg tbhaesiEalfgéu-lr—ogﬁgsalaries, time spent on politicalmatter who they are, and which isdevelopment without adequatethe Canadian population identifies
environmental regulations andactivities and expenses, was onlyntended to guaranteeconsultation with First Nations. as Aboriginal, 20 percent of the
offering in exchange the promisethe beginning. There are nowemployment. The working classBill C-45 also, strips protections male prison population and 32.6

offurther privatization, precarious ominous signals that the Harpemajority, whose sweat and toil byfrom 99 percent of lakes and riverpercent of women prisoners are

work, unemployment, inaccessibl Ab_?rr:glnsl. oh
education, and the shackles o e Harper government has

prison or cannon-fodder in ne e co_n_tinued to i_gnore treqties, give
imperialist wars. f ! ~| mining and o!l companies blarjk

In many ways, our claim as the j cheques, continue unequal funding
YCL-LJC has been confirmed: for education and housing, bury

every problem confronting the|® land cga!{mtsh,_ anq_lnl gerr:e?all
youthis connected with the seriou: exacerbate this crisis. in short. a
political problems in Canada, the war has and continues to be waged

Harper government's anti-people algamst daIItAbé)rlgmal PSOEIGSBA
and anti-environment austerit slowand steady genocide has been

agenda, and the capitalis tcf:)ml\rjlmtt'ed a%allnS'FtFlrSt Tatlo\;lv&
economic crisis. The way thelft e Metls and Inuit peoples. We

problem is presented is either/or are all on Aboriginal land, and the

it's either accessible education off |! idea of the treaties was to share
health, either money for youth o | and share alike what this land has

money for seniors. This is a false to c(;ffer. NOWtI_t is tlrtne fort?ﬁ S'[atetI
paradigm. and corporations to pay the rent!

As the Communist Party wrote The COT]CGPId offland '?Wn?rshif
ini til colonia
inits May Day statement lastyear . . . _ ) was unneard of, until (
from the perspective of the ruIingiYCL members at the International Women's Day 2014 march in Toronto. (Photo: Ed Bil) governments forced it upon

. Aboriginal peoples. Sharing and
Eﬁf;’ t;%%ﬁgﬁ?'ggt?llthlfegat%%:onservatives are preparing tdhand and brain” has produced alunder the Navigable Waterscooperation were trampled by

reducing the cost 0ﬂabourIoower,lmpose“righttowork” legislation the wealthinthis country, are beingProtections Act. Many of thesecapitalist values of exploitation of
and not only among organized.on.a”. workers under federalrobbed. bodies of water are on FirstNationdand, profit from misery and
workers. They know that suchjur[sdlptlor_]. “Back to _quk The federal government hasland, a_nd chang_es will allqw |fc tofeellngsofsuperl_onty. (Sollt_jarlty
reductions will put tremendousIeg'5|at'9nv'°|at95the basic rlghtsb_u[lt up a huge Sl_erIus of $57beea5|erforc_ap|talto putplpellnestatgment with  National
downward pressure on the wage f working people by subverting billion since the mid-1990s, theacross bodies of water. TheAboriginal Day, 2009).
and incomes of all workers. mosf“e rights of their unions to fair result of deep cuts in benefits paiddmnibus bills also replaced the All these policies amount to
ofwhom have no union protection_collectlve bargamlr_\g and the useto unemployed workers and rulesCanadian En\_/lronmental genocide and canonly be (eyersed
Finance capital realizes that thPf legal strike action,” we said that prevent most unemployedAssessment Act with new lawsby respect for Aboriginal
labour movement - because of itéNhen Harper’'s f_|rst waves ofworke_rs from qualifying for Fhat will I|m|_t Flrst_ Nations sovereignty and self-
size, resources, ability to takejobattacks came against CUPW.  benefits at all. _ involvement in environmental determination.
acti(;n, and org'anization - is the The shift to the use of Inrural and coastal areas, I_|keassessments on their own lands.
onlysocial/classforcecapableofemporary: non-unionized the homelands of the Acadian The Native ~Women's The attack on
uniting broad sections ofthe peopl orkers, paid minimal wages andpeople, the government has neveAssociation of Canada has
against its offensive, enefits, is part of a widershown any interest in building recordedtha_tth_erehavebeenmo(;yOung women

The first target of the new reactionary agenda which theinfrastructure so that there can b¢han 600 missing and murdere
Harper majority after the 2011 Harper government, and its prwork a}ll year long. It is the work Aboriginal women re_portet_jmth_e_ .
election was organized labourCOrPorate counterparts at thewhichis seasonal, notthe workerslast 20 years. The Sisters in Spirit Women account for 50.4% of
(CUPW, the Air Canada and cpprovincial and municipal levels, who are not to blame for thecampaign across the country ha@h_e Canadian p(gpulatlon but they
Rail workers, etc.). The second®'® carrymg_through_on beh{;\lf ofstrL_Jcture of the economy. Rathe_rdemandedjusUce forthese m|ssm§t|” makejust75A)(_)fmale salaries
target in 2012 was Employmentiinance capital. Their goal is toEl is an essential subsidy to bigand murdered womenwhose cased Canada (which is not far frg)m
insurance.  The Harperacc_elerate the accumulation ofapital in these regions to keemhave been shamefully ignored bythe global average of 70%).
Conservatives “war on labour” in capital through eyery_concewablethelr work force afloat on “the the_ Canad_lan government. Thé—'ki?Wl_Se,WPmen mak(_a upthevast
the federal jurisdiction gave a greer1€aNS (privatization, state-pogey”. . . United Nations has called uponmajority in parto time and
light to right wing provincial and restructuring, corporate tax cuts, The economic system imposedhe Canadian government to fornPrecarious jobs (80% of par;[] time
municipal governments to demancfS-) @nd to weaken and suppressn us has broughtwithitareductioran official inquiry, but the Harper workers in the world, 67.5% in
that workers yield concessions oVOrking class and popularin secure employment and agovernment has continued 02009 across Canada). Since 1980,
face the legislative hammer suchesistance. Posmvely,_ temporarymassive increase in precariousgnore t_hl_s crisis... _ t_he nl_meer of women having part
as Ontario’s attack on’ theworke.rs can now unionize - atwork. _ Ab_orlglnal women and _g|rls time jobs around the \{vorl.d has
bargaining rights ofteachers.Sinc&%?aSt in theory. There are three- Mass unemployment benefitsremain more frequently subject tomore than doubled, which is also
1982, federal and provincial imes more temporary Workersmthewealthybyholdmg downwagegen_de_red violence, humantrue in Canada. Because of this
governments in Canada haydcanada since 2002, andates. Marx called it “the surplustrafficking, and other forms of Situation, the 2013 Employment
passed 199piecesofIegislationtémm'grat'on from temporary army oflabour.” Thisbasictruthis abuse. Insurance reforms of the
restrict, suspend or deny collectiv orkers has outpaced immigratiorbehind the Harper government's  Aboriginal peoples are more Conservatives will most likely
bargai’ning rights. What is on aroute to becpmmg_ citizens. move to reduce access tdikely to be unemployed, paid have a greater negative affect on
qualitatively new is the speed, At the same time, right wing Employmentinsurance, by forcinglower wages, and earn less tha#omen who in general have less
ferocity and punitive nature of forces fan the flames of racismjobless workers to apply for anythe Canadian average. In 20063CCE€SS to programs based on the
these legislative attacks. blaming migrants for high available opening, regardless othe medianincome for Aboriginal number of hours. Moreover, the

At its core, this offensive aims unemployment and decliningqualifications and the conditionspeoples was just below $19,000 job lost with the economic crisis

Young people searching for a

of the job. 30 percentbelow the cross-Canadfas especially affected young
median of around $27,000.womenthroughunemploymentbut
Aborlglnal Aborigina| unemp|0yment is alsoanIncreaseInVIOIenceagalnSt

almost double the Canadianyoungwomen.

RE DS O N TH E WEB peoples & yOUth average. As women celebrate the 2014

Indigenous populations in International Women’s Day, many

_ Canada on reserve are alsétruggles they face are still long-
For years, the ruling class hasxperiencing a clean water crisishaul demands. Large sectors of

www.communist-party.ca

Www.peoplesvoice.ca pair}ted Canada as a happy angver 116 First Nations do not havdhe economy and jobs are still
. unified country where everyonecleanwater and 75 percentof wateglosed to women, while other
WWW.YCI-I[C.C& gets a fair deal, including systems are at medium to higiectors remain are still “female

. Aboriginal peoples. But a newyisk. 40 percent of First Nationsghettos” continues. These so-
rebelyouth-magazme.blogspot.Com wave of Aboriginal struggle hashomes a‘fe in need of major repaifalled job ghettos are generally

htto://solidnet.or made itclear that Canadawas buifiith an 85,000 home backlog.
P /Iso org onthe theft of Aboriginal people’s Aboriginal peoples offreserve also See CORPORATE, page 15
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May Day 2014: our struggle for the future

the ruling class that enriches itselfuniversal tuition-free education, our family.
at the expense of our socialor anything that gives us a There is a growing ripple of
programs, that seeks to fill theirmodicum of democracy and socialunrest in our country that has not
bank accounts with the proceedsecurity. The truth is that we, theyet found reflection in the trade
of privatization, the sell-off of our working people of Canada, cannounion leadership, has notfound its
This May Day 2014, more thanor even hesitate, to deliver theimatural resources, the stolerafford them. conscious realization of what
five years have passed since theations into the gristmill of dreamsofourprecariouslyexisting The Harper Tories and thepreciselyiswrong, hasnotresulted
US housing bubble burst andunrestricted capital are targeted.youth and the continuing plunderpeople they represent seek a largén the articulation of class struggle
quickly spreadto aglobalfinancial Yetthe people resist and creat®f the indigenous peoples. share in the global plunder ofexpressed in program and
crisis, the most acute andnew leaders because the opposite According to David imperialism, and a bigger role inideology. It is part of the
dangerous since the 1930s. Thef exploitation is struggle, Macdonald, Senior Economist atthe military subjugation of peoples.undercurrent of global unrest, the
neo-liberal agenda of the mainresistance, socialism. TheThe Canadian Centre for PolicyThey seek to shed the cloak opotential of developing struggle,
imperialist powers had exported dlashpoints of resistance in EuropeAlternatives, “Canada’s wealthiestjunior partners and dream of fulland it exists in thousands of minor
global movement of unregulatedLatin America, Africaand Asiaon 86 people represent only 0.002%partnership inthe imperialistcamp.skirmishes every day wherever
and unrestrained capital, free tradéhe front lines of anti-imperialism of the population but they’re soThey offer our young people thepeople labour, inthe proud struggle
agreements, a gluttony of supeare a living phenomenon thatflush they could buy absolutely choice between the military, theof indigenous nations, in the

May Day message fom the Central Executive

Committee, Communist Party of Canada

exploitation, theft of public representsthe global undercurrengverything owned by every persorfood banks, or the part-timestruggle of students.

property and privatization of
public services, provoking a crisis
SO acute in its scale and breadth
that it threatened collapse.

The managers of imperialism
could not repair their own damage
so they bought themselves a
temporary reprieve by plundering
public property, expropriating
public funds to rebuild bankrupted
enterprises, transferring funding
for social programs and
superstructure from the public
purse into their investment houses
They richly rewarded themselves
increasing military budgets, and
corrupting markets to the exten
that it has created a world
unemployment crisis, terrible
privation, hunger, disease and wa

Imperialism, the last stage of
capitalism, is in an incurable
stagnancy marked by declining
rates of profitwhich in turn brought
on the crisis, a crisis which is not
just cyclical but also structural in
nature. If the rate of profit has

Itis just as natural for working
people to struggle and organize as
it is to live and work. The brave
people who demonstrated at the
G20 in Toronto, the proud Six
Nations people who still refuse to
give up the Douglas Creek Land,
the Idle No More movement, the
Occupy movement, the Quebec
students and many, many other
struggles - all these demonstrate
the beginnings of what is coming,
demonstrate what consciousness
and organization can accomplish.

May Day is a time of reflection
of past struggles, a time to
remember martyrs and fighters,
landmarks of our history,
international solidarity and
awareness of self, class
consciousness. The mostimportant
thing that International May Day
bringsisthe realization that all our
culture, our martyrs and our
struggles are for the future, for a
vision of a future free from
exploitation, war and greed. A

declined, the absolute volume ofof massive and developingin New Brunswick, they could buy existence of the fast food servicesfuture of peace and prosperity.
profit has not. fightback. The imperialist up all of New Brunswickers’ cars, Every month they engineerfiguresThat is why the concept of May
Never in the history of humanity response is destruction of civilall of their houses, all of theirto show unemployment isDay mustbe on the streets, in the
has been so much wealthiberties, the corruption of undeveloped land, all of theirdecreasing and every month thergvorkplaces, in internationalist
expropriated by so few, from sodemocracy and the developmenstocks, bonds, pension funds andre more unemployed. solidarity and in the unbreakable
many. This grisly achievementof militarism and war as domesticRRSPs, all of their jewelry, all of  They manufacture the lie of expression of the people’s will,
rests on the shoulders ofand foreign policy. their furniture-everything-and still labour and skill shortages so theyinshakeable, anti-imperialist and
impoverishment, hunger, disease, In Canada the Harper Torieshave billions to spare.” can use the “Temporary Foreignvisionary.
environmental degradation andepresent the most rapacious Yettheytelluswe cannotaffordWorker Program” to hold down That vision is socialism, and
war. Political leaders who refuse elements of capital, that section ofienticare, pharmacare, childcarewages and super-exploit traffickedthat is the vision of the Communist
“guest-workers” from other Party. e
countries, while maintaining high
levels of unemployment to keep
our young people desperate and
vulnerable. The “guest workers”
are our brothers and sisters who
they seek to use and then discard.
But we are not deceived, we will
embrace them and fight for them
because they are of our class, of

Unite for peace, jobs, equality and democracy!
Defeat the Harper Tories!

MAY DAY GREETINGS

Central Commiittee,

MAY DAY 2014

Communist Party of Canada

WWW.communist-party.ca

MAY DAY GREETINGS
to working people in British Columbia

Greetings from the
Friends of the KKE

Toronto

Sop the atack on the BC Ferry system T

No to far sands pipelines andhkers - defend jobs
and the environment on thé/est Coast

B.C. Provincial Committee, Communist Paty of Canada t

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
604-254-9836 cpinfo.bc@gmail.com

May Day Greetings
Stop fascism and austerity!
Tl Unite for peace, social

i? justice and labour rights!

% Vancouver East Club, CPC
* 604-255-2041
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Colombia: Popular Agrarian Summit Calls for S trike

southern department of Narifio ortrade agreement with Canada wasoadblocks on highways andCampesinos, Indigenous, and
the Pan-American Highway. Theimplemented. Between 2011 andnarches in Colombia’s major Afros in 2014. The grand summit

attackers fired their guns severa013 agricultural imports to cities. The mobilizations during in 2014 was planned as a space
times inside the bus, injured theColombia increased by 70%.the strike resulted in 19 dead, 60@vhere people from across the
driver, and proceeded to threateiColombia now imports large injured, and hundreds detained. country could meet and construct
and rob the passengers. Despitquantities of cheap rice, corn, The government responded taa united list of demands and plan
these challenges, people arrivegotatoes, meat, chicken, and milkhe strike with the “Pact for the next mobilizations with which

By Zoe Pepper Cunningham,
a researcher for the McGill
Research Group
Investigating Canadian
Mining Companies in Latin
America. this article first
appeared at http://

mrzine.monthlyreview.org/ atthe summitenergized and readfrom the U.S. and Canada (allAgrarian and  Rural to advance them. _
2014 to participate in this historic products of small farmers inDevelopment,” which was The Agrarian Summit was a
moment of social and political Colombia). The free trade essentiallyadevelopmentprogransuccess by all accounts. Working
A national strike in Colombia - organizing. agreements have also strengthenddr the agro-industrial elites, groups convened to discuss issues

involving groups of indigenous  The summitis part of an ongoingthe agro-industrial sector withinfavoring the industrial that were raised during the strike
peoples, Afro-Colombians, attempt by Colombia’s social Colombia and encouraged themonoculture of exportable cashsuchasland, collective territories,
students, women, small minersprganizations to provide space fomonoculture of cash crops, suclkcrops while largely ignoring the and territoriality systems; a
petroleum worke,rs, andpeople to articulate the problemsas African palm oil, and trees onproblems of small subsistencecampesino subsistence economy
campesinos (farmers) - may begirthey are facing and to collectivelylarge-scale plantations. Africanfarmers. The minister of vs.the modelofspoliation; mining
on May 1st. create solutions for a new order irpalm oil has been at the center ogriculture recently proclaimed: and energys; illicit cultivations of
The decision to strike if the the country. This process washe cash crop boom because it i am not a friend of the poor coca, marijuana, and opium poppy;
government does not respond byonstructed after the agrarian striken agrofuel, but its cultivation hascampesinos who only farmfor self-political rights, guarantees,
the first week of May was madein 2013, when campesinos took tggrave impacts on the life of supportand no more.” Given thatvictims, and justice; social rights
during the Peasant, Ethnic, andhe streets and demanded anendtampesinos. First, because it ishe strike was realized by small(health care and education);
Popular Agrarian Summit, helddisplacements, exploitation ofnot a food product it createsfarmers whose livelihoods haverelationship between the city and
March 15-17 in Bogota. Overlabor, land and resourcedependence on food imports andbeen threatened by free traddéhe countryside; and peace, social
4,000 delegates, activists, andxpropriation by multinational weakens food sovereignty withinagreements and agro-industriajustice, and a political solution.
leaders converged in the capital t@orporations and the governmentColombia. Second, the cultivationproduction, this pact was widely Participants wove their own
discuss issues facing the agrariaand international free tradeof African palm oil deteriorates criticized and rejected by socialpersonal and community
and popular sectors. agreements; and a right to ahe quality of the soil and preventsnovements. experiences in with the broader
For some delegations, thisdignified life. future use of the soil for other Thus, on September 12, 2013social, economic, and political
meant traveling 30 hoursonabus, The economic situation for plants. Moreover, the free tradeagrarian, campesino, indigenousgontext to analyze these themes
or facing threats and intimidationsmall farmers in Colombia agreements have served tdfro-Colombian, and popular and make sharp critiques.
during theirjourneys. For example drastically deteriorated in 2011,impoverish the local producers oforganizations participated in the The discussions after the
on the night of March 13, threewhen the free trade agreementhese products and bolster thégrarian Summit to discuss andworking groups’ meetings were
armed masked men attacked a busetween the United States anaéconomies of wealthy North evaluate the different experiencesledicated to creating plans for
carrying a delegation from the Colombia was signed and the freédmerican countries. of the strike. One of the majorfuture mobilizations. In all of the

Taras H. Shevchenko Museum &
Memorial Park Foundation

from the petroleum sector, small-during negotiations with the another national strike. Delegates
mobilized in 22 departments acros8ogota for the Agrarian Pre-civic, popular, and urban strike.
[ ] [ ] [ ]
Extends its Solidarity

actions, such as long-termthe Popular Agrarian Summit ofbe used in future government
Make Love Not War! voices and demands to the streets.

mobilizations, choosing key

&
their operations, or key locations

The agrarian strike began onconclusions was the necessity taliscussions, unanimous consensus
August 19, 2013. Campesinoshave aconsolidated listof demandwas reached that there must be
mining sector, potato-growing government. On December 13stressed that this strike cannot just

GT w t CIub cpc sector, milk-production sector, andaround 250 leaders frombe of the agrarian sector: the next

Qs 7 coffee-production sector Colombian organizations met instrike will be a national agrarian,
the country. Campesinos and theiSummitto analyze the governmenil he resolutions were used to create
allies participated in a variety of negotiation tables and to plan fora strong united agenda which will

[ ] ..
to worklng People 00000000000000000000000000000000000 ne\%\(l)rt:ea::ot?]se' strike commences,
We openly call for All workers to: thousands will be taking their
On May Day . |
] . Folksin many regions have already
Good Paying Permanent Jobs For All, Not Austerity! started strategizing their
LGBI2TQ/Trans & Ally Workers of the World Unite!
locations for roadblocks of
. . . multinational corporations and
Happy May Day Solidarity Greetings b
To All & Fellow Cuban LGBTI & Ally union Workers

onthe inter-country highways used
to export and import goods. Stay
You are Invited to World Pride 2014 June 20-29, Toron'to tuned during this exciting moment
Gigantic family-friendly World Pride Parade, June 29, 2 §min Colombian history!
To see/hear CENESEX Mariela Castro Espin @ UofT(¢C)
At the WP14 Human Rights Conference, June 25- 27' Participating organizationsin the

+an Event assisted by CCFA, for Mariela, Sun. Jun 22, T8Asummitinclude, but notlimited to,
e Mesa de Interlocucién Agraria

May Day greetings and firm

| solidarity to all working
people in struggle for a better
| future in a peaceful world!

Visit our weh site af i : (MIA ) Roundtat')le of Agrarian

NP = ot NN e Viva Cuba! Long Live the Cuban Revolution For All! e Dialogue), Coordinador Nacional
| : i 7 ' * You show us the way to Equality & ending marginalizafionAgrario (CNA-National Agrarian
. 3 Pres. Obama, Free All the Cuban Five! o Coordinator), Congreso de los

Rainbow Sea of Red Open Collective with Cuba-RSoR(®,)cPueblos (Peoples’ Congress),

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

. ° ¢’ "Proceso de Comunidades Negras

May Day greetings : * * (PCN - Process of Black
s : - ° . ¢ Communities), Mesa de Unidad
with Canada’s . seaofredogncollective@gmail.com « Roundtable), Coalicion de
. e All welcome to our Planning event-meetings re: 2015 Pan-Am GamedVlovimientos y Organizaciones
working people ¢ Meet 4" Tues monthly, 8pm @ The 519 Church St CC, TordntoSociales  de ~ Colombia

[ ]

in our struggle (COMOSOC - Coalition of Social
- Movements and Organizations of
for a better life! Colombia),  Organizacion

CUBAN-CANADIAN Nacional Indigena de Colombia

AUUC Toronto Branch FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION | (ONIC - National Indigenous
*. Organization of Colombia),
(Vancouver) Movimiento por la Constituyente

Popular (MCP - Movement for
the Popular Constituent
Greets all workers on MAY DAY, and ratifies Assembly), Marcha Patriotica
its solidarity with the Cuban workers in their (Patriotic March), Federacion
Nacional Sindical Unitaria
Agropecuaria (FENSUAGRO -
National United Agriculture and

WORKERS OF THE
WORLD UNITE!

struggle against the US blockade. Special

greetings to the five Cuban workers who are

unjustly held prisoners in the US. Livestock  Trade  Union

MA YM Y2014 Federation), Asociacion Nacional
Box 1063 - 2480 E. Hastings S t. de Zonas de Reserva Campesina

Vancouver . BC. V5K 1Z1 (ANZORC - National Association
' ' fP t R Z , and

Burnaby C|Ub, CPC Ph. (604)940-0420, Fax (604)254-9803 Asoiact szneg‘é;n;”;j%u;?

(Popular Peasant Associatior®.
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WFTU meets with Arab trade unions

Interview with George
Mavrikos, General Secretary
of the World Federation of
Trade Unions, about the
Arab Trade Union
Conference, in Athens on
May 10-12, 2014.

are like that.

meeting held in Athens?
An international meeting of unionists.
Arab trade union organizations

| should not mention names,(ITUC, formerly the ICFTU) has unions with priority to the struggle
since | am afraid | will leave only had a hostile attitude againsof the Palestinian people to haveerystal clear. The imperialist
someone out. But | can say, | havéCATU. The real reason for thistheir own country with East aggression to stop. All the Arab
Which is the objective of the definitely gained many greathostility is that the ITUC Jerusalem as its capital.
friends amongst the Arab tradehistorically supported the positions

It is also true that | have alsosupports

loving men and women who aredecency. The WFTU since itsregular Congresses and electiongropaganda of some, that the
stable in their friendships and arfoundation has had honest,Tostrengthentheiranti-imperialistKings, the Monarchs of the Gulf,

in love with their histories and fraternal relations with ICATU. In orientation, their internationalist Erdogan and others are interested
countries. | believe the majoritythe contrary, the Internationalcharacter and the solidarityfor the democratic rights and the

Trade Union Confederation expressed between the Arab tradpopular freedoms.
The position of the WFTU is

territories to be liberated. The
relevant prisoners to be released
and the strategies of Israel. ITUCYour opponents raise the and the refugees to be allowed to
the strategy ofargument that the WFTU return to their homes.

will take place with the initiative met, as a General Secretary of themperialism (e.g in Iraq, in Libya, supportsthe governments. Which  The people are the only ones

of the WFTU. The participation WFTU, many leaders of the Arabin Syria, in Egypt, in Tunisia, in is your response to that?
World. | will only mention one. | Algeria etc.) that wants to divide

will be very large.

with power to decide freely and
The WFTU, the class-orienteddemocratically for their present

Trade union members andmethertogetherwith Yasser Arafathe Arabs, to intervene in thetrade union movement is notand future. The wealth of the
friends of the WFTU are invited. inside his headquarters. Theanternal affairs of the unions and“governmental trade unionism”. countries belongs to the people

It will be an open, democratic,
modern trade union Conference,
where each trade union will spea
freely, will contribute its positions.
The developments in the Ara
world, Middle East, the
Mediterranean, the Gulf are
critical, are important and in this
Conference we will discuss th
tasks, the role of the trade union
and the workers for this period.
The Conference will discuss
about the labour issues, th
salaries, the social security right

place trade unionists-puppetsNe do not support governmentsand not the monopolies and the
inside the trade unions. we supportthe people, the workingnultinational trusts.

It is the duty of all the militant people, the movements. For It is a stable position of the
trade unions in the Arab world toexample, in Libya, in lraq our WFTU thatall trade unions should
support ICATU, to help it become position was not to defend Gaddafdemand from the governments the
stronger. This would be for theor Saddam Hussein. We weresatisfaction of labour rights.
benefit of the working class in theagainst the imperialists becauségainstany government, the trade
Arab world, for its great history, we believe that the only ones withunions have the duty to struggle
great culture and its militant authority to decide for their presentfor the workers.
characteristics. The WFTUand future are the people
centrally will continue its course themselves. Thisis our position inWhat is the message that you
along with ICATU in the Middle Venezuela, in Syria, in Egypt, inwant to send to the Arab people?
East, the Maghreb and everywherd,Jkraine, in Colombia, everywhere.  The World Federation of Trade
in all the continents and inside all  The imperialists do not chooseUnions was, is and will continue

for workers. It is a clear fact that
salaries are low, unemploymenti
terrifying. Trade union rights for

the working women concern us,WETU General Secretary
the needs of the youth are high. Allgeorge Mavrikos

the international organizationsto intervene against Syria, againsto remain their stable ally. We are
where the role of ICATU may Iraq, against Libya, againststable on the side of the working
become stronger. Ecuador, against Mali, against theclass and the working people of
Central African Republic for the the Arab world. For a fair world,
What is the situation today in the purpose of “democracy” andwithout imperialist interventions
these topics will be discussed International Organizations? “freedom”. The imperialists and capitalist exploitation. Your
openly and concrete resolutions The situationinthe internationalinvade to steal, to plunder, to lootcountries are all rich. They have
will be taken. Resolutions for meeting was held in very difficult organizations is not good. Thethe natural wealth producinggold, oil, silver, sun, sea, gas, fertile
action. Amongst our objectives, isconditions as we had to break theorrelation of forces is negative.resources, for newfields of control,land with many natural beauties,
also the functioning of WFTU blockade that the Israeli army hadTl'ake into consideration that thergo get the oil, the gas, the watersyunique historic and cultural
offices in more countries in theforced against the Palestinianare numerous resolutionstaken byhe agricultural production. The heritage. You have the Nile. You
region so that the presence of théeader. During our meeting thethe United Nationsin favour oftheimperialists invade to gain have worthy working people,
WFTU will strengthen at the Israeli tanks destroyed half of thePalestinian issue which remaingeostrategic positions, to promotescientific personnel, strong unions,
regional and sectoral level. building we were in... Yasseronlywords, while forthe invasions their geostrategic interests. militant experience. Thus, if the
Arafat will remain in history as a ofimperialismagainstLibya, Irag, So those who say that the wargeople take the initiative and the
Althoughyou are originally from legendary leader of the PalestiniafMali etc. one resolution of the UN serve peace, democracy angower, the future of the region for
Greece, you have metmany Arabpeople and an all-timewas enough to be directlyfreedom are hypocrites. They liethe younger generations could
trade unionists. What is your international militant leader. A implemented. It sounds like a joke, the blackcertainly be better than todas.
opinion about the Arab trade great personality, worthy of our Unfortunately, the situation in
union movement? admiration and love. the ILO, atthe central and regiona’
I was born and raised in a small level is not good as well. There is
Greek island with 2,000 How would you describe the no equality, no democracy, no
inhabitants by a family of relations between WFTU and representativeness. A monopoly
cattlemen. Our history, our culture ICATU? continues to exist and operate. #
our traditions, our land are similar  The ICATU has a rich and long characteristic example is that the
to the Arabic. We both, Arabs andmilitant history. From its ACFTU of Chinawith 290 million
Greeks have great civilizations.foundation until today it has members (more than the member
Hence, | feel as a true brother talefended the rights of the Arabof WFTU and ITUC combined) is
the Arab workers. workers and all the workers in therepresented in the Governing Body
Itis true that | have met, | haveArab countries. Consistently, of the ILO with only one seat of
cooperated, | have worked withICATU defended the Palestinianthe 31 that exist. So itis clear, tha
great Arab trade union leadersstruggle, the struggle of the peoplehere is no democracy. This heavily
From all of those that | met in ofLibya, Lebanon, ofallthe peoplereflects in the work and the
person, | can say that they arén the Arab countries. positions of the ILO.
militants, honest, proud, people- ICATU teaches pride and

May Day 2014

more affiliates and become very
strong in the Arab world. What
are the reasons for this upward
Workers of the world,
unite! You have
nothing to lose but

course?
Itis true that all the large tradeThe World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) was

union organizations in the Arabestablished in 1945, after the victory over Hitler fascism, to
world are either members or theybring together trade unions across the world. During the Cold
cooperate closely withthe WFTU.War, many unions with left leadership were driven out of
All the large trade unions are inlabour federations in Canada and the US. Unions which
our family. The trade unions of supported the anti-communist policies of imperialist
Sudan, Egypt, Palestine, Lebanongovernments formed the International Confederation of Free
Syria, Algeria, Mauritania, Trade Unions. In recent years, a number of important unions
Djibouti, Somalia, Iraq, Bahrain have affiliated to the WFTU including the Rail Maritime
and other smaller trade unionsfromrrade Union in Great Britain, the Unione Sindicale di Base
Tunisia, Morocco, Libya. in ltaly, and the Congress of South African Trade Unions.

This is mainly because WFTU T \WETU has working partnerships with national and
Bejgsﬁtosti'asteTfeT]g?rzsthi?ﬂr‘:;fr':]‘;flndust_rial_trade unions worldwide, as well as with the
affairs, respects their religious Organization of African Trade Union Unity (OATUU), the
Iinguis'tic and other diﬁerences’lnternatlonal Confederation of Arab Trade Unions (ICATU),
respects their history theirculturéthe Permanent Congress of Trade Union Unity of Latin
their traditions. ' America (CPUSTAL), and the General Confederation of

Our objective is to strengthen | ade Unions of CIS countries. Headquartered in Athens,
the democracy and the militantth® WFTU has affiliates in over 100 countries, with more
characteristics of all the tradethan 80 million members. It has consultative status with the
unions. To help them obtainEconomic and Social Council of the United Nations, the ILO,
democratic constitutions, to holdUNESCO, FAO, and other UN agencies.

your chains.

Alberta
Commiittee,
Communist
Party of Canada
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¥ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Safety proteStS revolution constitution and thejeans primarily destined for therand in lost revenue due to thgoint front to challenge the
. ) ) formation of a caretaker U.S. marketbarely earnenoughtstrike, while Impala has lost 4 management decision.
hit Rio T into governmenttasked withseeingthgay for their lunch and billion rand. Workers at the three

country throughto future elections.transportation to work. A new producers have forfeited moretharDutCh dockers
Protesters and unions from The UGTT said its nomination Solidarity Center survey finds the6 billion rand in lost wages, ]
around the world criticised mining was due to “the leading role” it average costof living for an exportaccording to a website run by thepeqt pension theft
company Rio Tinto on April 15 playedin“the defense ofthe valuesipparel worker in Port-au-Princecompanies.
over lapses in safety leading to th®f freedom, democracy, andis 26,150 Haitian gourdes (about The AMCU roseto prominence The retirement benefits of 8,000
deaths of 41 people and a string opeace” and its “effective $607) per month. Yet workers areafter at least 44 people diedDutch dockers are set to be
environmental abuses. contribution throughoutits history paid only between 200-300including 34 in a single day, atpositively impacted after a
The global trade union indefending [Tunisia]”. gourdes (about $4.64-$6.96) forLonmin’s MarikanamineinAugust settlement was reached over
IndustriAll accused Rio of “very ~ Founded in 1946, the unionaneight-hour day. Afterinsurance2012, when workers downed toolspensions held by corporate giant
wide breaches of fundamentalplayed a key role in Tunisia's and social security deductions;n support of a demand to increasé\egon. The Dutch foundation of
rights” and said the Anglo- struggle against Frenchmostexportapparelworkersspengay to 12,500 rand. The lowestdockworkers, unions and

Australian mining company could colonialism. more than half of their salaries onpaid workers currently earn R5,000employers has reached the deal

have done more to prevent the 41 transportation to and from theto R6,000 a month. The strike hasegarding “blocked pension

deaths last year. factory and a modestlunch, leavingshut some of the biggest mines ircapital” held by Aegon since its
(" ) little to sustain a family or keep aSouth Africa, which accounts fortakeover of the pension firm in

Kemal Ozkan, assistant generg

secretary of IndustriAll, said the roof over their heads. more than two-thirds of the world’s 2007. The settlement consists of a
deaths of 33 gold miners when 4 “Workers interviewed in this platinum, used for jewelery and agedemption package with a total
tunnel collapsed at a Rio joint study had to forgo basic necessitieauto-catalysts in vehicles. value of approximately 188 million
venture minein Indonesialast May given the disparity between their Euros. Dockworkers and port

could have been avoided. He sai
that the Indonesian human right
commission found that the
operators of the Grasberg ming
owned with US company Freeport
“had the ability to prevent this
from happening but didn't”.

earnedwages andthe costof living, A employers will vote in a
according to the report. “When Hean plant closure referendum in May to assess the

asked what they would purchase ifn Be|gium outcome of the negotiations.

they had sufficientincome, workers In reaction to the settlement,
responded with: more food to feed Unions and management at théhe chair of FNV dockworkers
their families, land to build ahome, Turnhout H.J.Heinz plant in union Niek Stam said: “The so-
(and) a car or moped to drive theiBelgium have reached ancalled blocked capital originally

Jan du Plessis, Rio’s chair children to school.” agreement on a social plan anéimounted to a little over 700
admitted that the Grasberg mine,\ / The Solidarity Center survey packages to compensate the jomillion Euros. In 2010 our
the world’s largest gold mine, was finds that a real living wage mustloses for almost 190 employeegoundation received 500 million
“far from perfection”. But he said be approximately 1,000 gourdesafter the factory shuts down. fromthe people who sold the Optas
safety and environmental issuesITF & ACFTU Sign (about $23) per day to enable Thedecisiontoclosethefactoryinsurance firm to Aegon. With
would not be improved by the workers to meet basic needswas made despite the fact that th@egon’s contribution we now
company pulling out of the memorandum Haitian unions are demanding gplant is profitable and is the onlyattain a total of 688 million.
operation in Papua. minimum wage increase to atleasbne supplying sauces for food “And allthose years employers

Native Papuan people The ITF (International 500 gourdes (about $11.60) peservices in Europe. The closureand employees stood together in
protesting against the Grasberdransport Workers’ Federation)day and assert that anything lowewill have a dramatic effect on theour struggle for justice. A great
mine, which has also been at thdas signed a memorandum ofquates to starvation wageseconomy of Turnhout, atown with help was the support of our union
centre of alleged environmentalunderstanding (MOU) with the Haitian law mandates a reducedh population of 40,000. colleagues in the United States,
abuses, were joined by othersACFTU, the All China Federation minimum wage for the sector, Workerswere soangrythattheyGreat Britain and Australia. | am
complaining about alleged humarof Trade Unions, that commits bothwhich is the lowest in the Westernblocked production and burneddeeply grateful to the Brotherhood
right and environmental abuses irorganisations to a process oHemisphere. the Heinz corporate flag. Theof Teamsters, ILWU and ILA for
Madagascar, Australia, Namibiadialogue and information sharing. Housing (rental) costs spikedcompany’s initial offer was putting pressure to Transamerica/
and the US. Perle Zafinandro, the&counded in 1925, the ACFTU isimmediately after the earthquakemiserable, “an anorexic plan,Aegon in San Francisco, to RMT
leader of a community protestthe largesttrade unionintheworldput prices have since fallen byshameful for a company, thatand Unite for organising our "Put
group against Rio’s majority- with 134 million members in nearly 28 percent. Yet workersmakes so much profit,” in the the money back’ campaign at the
owned coastal forest mine in1,713,000 primary trade unionstill live in substandard housingwords oftrade union secretary DirkWimbledon warm-up tournament
Madagascar, accused the comparyrganizations. The ACFTU is and pay upto fourtimes moretharWerhaegen (CSC Food andn Eastbourne, and to MUA for
of “land grabbing and divided into 31 regional whatthey did priortothe disaster.Services), the spokesperson fodemonstrating with us at the
environmental devastation”. federations and 10 nationalSome families are unableto afforcthe four unions which created aAegon-offices in Sydney.”

Rio’s chief executive said the industrial unions. their children’s transportation to
level of compensation for people The MOU was signed in Beijing school, so many students mus

displaced by the QIT Madagascaby ITF acting general secretarywalk, sometimes long distances i i n
Minerals mine was negotiated bySteve Cotton and ACFTU vice-and along busy roads. Many items In our GIObal CIaSS

the Madagascar governmentpresident Jiang Guangping, who Struggle" column are from the
which owns 20% of the mine. Heis also a member of the Governin i :
committed to “turning the areaBody of the International Labourg(zalnS for SA Labour S tart WebSIte’
back to what it was”by running a Organization. Itidentifies multiple g)latmum miners www .labourst art.org
plant nursery to rehabitualise theareas of possible co-operation an

area. institutes biannual meetings to Inmid-April, the world’s largest

But Zafiandro said: “How are check on progress. platinum producersincreased a pa . ;
you going to get these trees to ITF president Paddy Crumlin offer for miners as a strike that ha JOII’] the CommUHISt ,,}f:
grow on the dead sands lefttommented: “The signing is ancrippled operations entered its 13t 14
behind?” importantand historical further stepweek. Anglo American Platinum Party Of Canada i
forward. It is indicative of the Ltd.andImpalaPlatinum Holdings

i tinuing consolidation of the Ltd., the two largest producers] - : . o ;
UGTT nominated con X ! Lo fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociafsm.
network of effective and influential willincrease the monthlywagesoff 11e cpc does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the

for Peace Prize trade unions worldwidein providing the lowest-paid underground| fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sofour
realistic, attainable and strategiovorkersto 12,500 rand ($1,192) 4 members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp
The Norwegian Nobel supportfor workers in the essentiamonth by July 2017, the companie$ strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our polfcies
Committee has accepted thenternational transportindustry.” said on April 16 after talks with | and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rjore
nomination ofthe Tunisia’sUGTT  ITF acting general secretarythe Association of Mineworkers| about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
labor federati_on for its p_eaceSteve Cotton explained: .“ThereandConstruction Union. The union Central Committee CPC
award. The union was nominatecare many areas where the interestsas led more than 70,000 workerg 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON. M4K 1N6
by the presidents of four majorof our organisations overlap, suchin a strike since Jan 23. Lonmiry 416 4695446 <info@cpe-pee.ca>  Www.communist-party.c
Tunisian universities a few daysas the enforcement of the MaritimePIc, the third-largest, will offer a
after the adoption of the TunisianLabour Convention and thesimilarincrease. Parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
constitution in January 2014.  promotion of decent work for The offer of R12,500 covers g’gggfm"éungtedusc,anﬁgﬁ) Tel: 613-232-7108
The UGTT was one of four seafarers, as well as in the portshasic pay along with holiday andl yoies. oc, 112y 465 Manitoba Committee CPC
civil society organizations rail, urban transport and aviationliving-out allowances, the | Email: pca@cpc-pec.caél: 438-338-8890 ?if,;i!"gg‘;’?;gg_%gi"’eg' MB. RAW2MS
brokering political negotiations sectors, and the rights of womercompanies said. Other benefit§ B.c. committee cCPC

~

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of

” ; i Ontario Ctee. CPC

that helped end a months-longransport workers. bring the cost per employee tq 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 331 ZE0ATC -85 = 0 Ak NG
s . 604-254-9836<cpinfo.bc@gmail.com o ’

political deadlock after the R17,500, they said. Edmonion CPG Tel: 416-469-2446
assassination ofassembly membgd| 5itian appare| The companies have increasell 5 708> 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Mohamed Brahmi in July 2013. their annual pay-rise offers from g Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 aii] 'XISX'% /’*\Iviég\pztkgﬁ
I's head, Houcine Abassi,workers’ poverty previous position of a maximum] Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax:780-463-0209 0 o b o ores
personally met with Tunisia’s of 9 percent to 10 percent, Anglg Calgary CPC

L . . . . . . Lo 5421 - 8th Ave. SE Atlantic Region CPC
political leaders dozens of times Despite a 45 percentincrease ifPlatinum and Impala said, claiming Calgary, AB, T2A4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO

over the course of talks. Theseapparel exports since the 2010hatthey“canillaffordtherevised} (. = = o Tellfax: 902-542-7981
efforts eventually contributed to earthquake in Haiti, the womensettlement offer.” Gnail:<maiI@communist-party-sk.ca>
the ratification of Tunisia’s post- and men who sew T-shirts and Anglosaysithaslost5.8billion )
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The striking heroes gunned down 100 years ago

By Peter Frost, UK Morning men empty cans of paraffin on toowned by John D. RockefellerJr.,couId o_nly_be spent atthe com_panyhetent c_olon_y by companythugs.
Star ’ the flimsy dwellings and set themfought back violently. His father store with its high company prices.Labour historians believe as many
alight. On this day here in theJohn D. Rockefeller, founder of Thrown out of those companyas 200 people lost their livesinthe
The date is April 20 1914. A coalfields of southern Colorado,Standard Oil, was the richest marhouses at the beginning of thderrible strike.
few flecks of snow fallonthe quiet 18 innocent men, women andin the world. strike, the Colorado miners and Not one of the bosses or their
campsite built by striking miners children died in what became Capitalists like Rockefeller did their families had set up a tentperpetrators of the slaughter were
nestled at the entrance to a canyoknown as the Ludlow massacre. all they could to keep wages andtolony on public property outside ever punished, but scores of miners
in the foothills of the Sangre de Coal miners in Colorado andconditions for their workers atrockthe town. andtheirleaders were arrested and
Cristo Mountains. The camp, with other western states had been tryingottom and were perfectly happy The massacre was a carefullyblacklisted, never able to work in
its many immigrant miners, isto win the right to join the union to employ and pay local police,planned, 14-hour attack on thathe coal industry again.
celebrating the Orthodox church’sfor many years. By 1913 manythe state or National Guard ortent colony by Colorado The massacre caused protests
Easter. had joined the United Mine private armies of thugs and strike-militiamen, coal company guardsoutside Rockefeller's New York
At around 10 am a strangeWorkers (UMW) and had startedbreakers to achieve their obscenand other thugs hired as privatenansion. Public opinion decided
visitor creeps into the campsite. ltwhat would be a 14-month strikeprofits. They were happy with adetectives and strike-breakers. that Rockefeller's methods were
is an armoured car and the sixo increase their wages and thaituation that saw their workers The Baldwin Felts Detective unacceptable. Rockefeller's spin
barrels of its Gatling machine gunright to belong to a union. not just without a union but also Agency was a well-known private doctors worked overtime to try to
suddenly break the silence asthey The employers, led by theliving in company-owned housesarmy that made its money asviolentlean up his image, but public
pump bullets into the tents. OtherColorado Fuel and Iron Companyand paid in company scrip thatstrike-breakers all over the US. ltoutrage led to congressional
had been employed to break thénquiries and limited new labour
strike. It brought an armoured caidegislation.
mounted with a Gatling machine Woody Guthrie was later

® gun - strikers called it the “Deathinspired to write the song “Ludlow
r ln Special.” Massacre” about the incident. Itis
This bosses’ army shot andstill sung today on picket lines and

burned to death 18 striking minersunion events.

and their families. Four women, A monument erected by the
two of them pregnant, and 11 smallUnited Mine Workers of America

children died holding each otherstands today in the ghost town
in the trenches under the burningutside Ludlow, Colorado, in

tents. The miners had dug foxholesemembrance of the brave and
in the tents so the women andnnocent souls who died for

children could avoid the bulletsfreedom and human dignity a
that were randomly shot throughcentury ago.e

May Day Greetings: The Good Fight Continues
Mackenzie-Papineau Memorial Fund

F,. - 3 -
Charlie McClure Club
b) and Friends of thMackenzie-Papineau Battalion

International Brigades in Spain 1936-1939

defending the democratically-elected Spanish government frof
y the forces of Franco, Hitler and Mussolini

FAN

e;;i-"'—f;‘;i,,,,:;f"-“_g% The first Canadians
":; . B ;ds' f(% {who volunteered )
k j ‘ ! (o fight against the fascists and
' - ey g y '5 i . nazis of World War 11
% . ! P ) "-.'-!._tq,ﬂ \_-a_ﬁt,',gi 56 Riverwosd Ter . Bolten, (0 L7F 154
/ [ ﬂ%ﬂ? ﬁ‘* Tel: S50 18499 Fax: OR5-93]-7420

Setting the Stage for Change

A BETTER FUTURE IS
POSSIBLE

May Day Greetings
Harry Hunter Club
Hamilton

Political & Cultural Evening
Saturday, May 3rd.6:30 pm

22 International Workers’

o g g

Day

Come to the Toronto May Day March on Thursday, May 1st. Workers of the World Rise for Peace
¥
Social Justice, Democratic Rights

Tudels Party of Iran - Canade Organdzation

Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cedil Street, Toronto
« Free Admission - Speakers - Live Music, Poetry & Dance - Food & Refreshments -

Organized by The United May Day Committee

wwwy tudehpartyiran. ong
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Appeals discussed by
Chelsea Manning lawyers

intended or had reason to believenore by this administration than it
that this disclosure would harmhas altogether. It has to stop i
the United States or advantage ae’re to have any freedom of
foreign government.” speech, if the First Amendment is

The appeals process is Hollanderdrew attention to theto existatall. We cannot prosecutg
beginning for Chelsea Manning,over-classification of “national people who tell us what our

Based on reports by Kevin
Gosztola, http://
dissenter.firedoglake.com

the U.S. soldier convicted of security information,” noting that governmentis doing and remain @ Aviv. Canadians for Peace and Justice in the Middle East

violations of the Espionage Actat Guantanamo Bay prisonersfree society.”

and other offenses. Assigned irfthoughts, perceptions and Hollanderadded, the months o
2009 to an Army unitin Irag as anobservations” (including of their solitary confinement for Manning
intelligence analyst, Manning hadown torture) have been classified'were outrageous. They were
access to classified databases. lny the government. unnecessary. They werg
early 2010 she leaked classified “Thiskind of over-classification completely punitive. No other
information to WikiLeaks, is wrong. It's illegal,” she said. country in the world uses solitary
including videos of a 2007 “It's a violation of the executive confinement exactly the way we
Baghdad airstrike, and the 200%rder that creates classifieddo;certainly, none ofthe Europear
Granai airstrike in Afghanistan; information. The government countries. It destroys the mind. It

250,000 U.S. diplomatic cables;cannot classify information solely destroys the body and there wap

and 500,000 Army reports thatto preventembarrassmenttoitselfno excuse for it in this cases
came to be known as the Iraq Waf hat's right in the executive order
logs and Afghan War logs. Muchand that's exactly what it is doing
of the material was published bymore and more.... The Espionag
WikiLeaks or its media partnersActisadraconianact. It has hardl
between April and Novemberever been used in the history o
2010. this country. And it's been used

Manning was sentenced in
August 2013 to 35 years
confinement with the possibility i
of parole in eight years. In a o
statement the day after sentencing,
she made public her decision tg
transition to her female gender
identity, but has been denied
hormone replacement therapy by
the U.S. Army.

At a recent forum in
Washington, Manning’s new
lawyers spoke about the appeals
process. Nancy Hollander, a
defense attorney who has defended
various individuals accused of
terrorism or national security

Have you sent your
donation to the PV
Fund Drive?

=

2 Tma N vestra

Friday, May 30, 8 pm
‘La Pennia Nuestra’

¥ Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouwes
706 Clark Drive iClark and Georgia st)
510 Entry

About Vancouweers "La Trova Nuestra’

. . Lo Troww Moestra b comiposed al 20 ndividual trevadores wihno aeiginato

offenses, and Vincent Ward, with : A s
abackground inthe military justice Ironicress Latin Amierics and now reside in Vancouves, These troyadones
system are at the “beginnings" of are the Kesrpers o aomstcal tradldson whisch becon wikh pioneess ol Hoe
’ werrmoular somg Lo Troass Misssdra incorporivtes this sroditiomiterplayinge
the_rﬁg?lesa;y that “misuse of the mmisle e pocdry SIS fommilation b the essepce of pisEiar culdure n
. » ferprelbg daily exgeression.. an expresshon witly orpgins decg witlsin La
Esplonage Act,” the over Harzs Mesticcn crmixed rdois) of Latin Armerico - an expression o the esgplo

classification of information, the
selective  prosecution of
individuals by the government for
leaks, “unlawful command
influence,” “unlawful pretrial

punishment,” and violations of
“speedy trial rights” will all be

issues raised during the appeal.

Hollander said Manning’s
convictions for violating the
Espionage Act set a “dangerou
precedent.” She added, “If this|
case stands, along with some oth
recentcases, whoeverleaks asinéll
page of classified information or
even non-classified information
runs the risk of prosecution unde
this act.”

Manning was found guilty of
five Espionage Act offenses, which
is quite significant in the war on
leaks and whistleblowers waged
by President Barack Obama’s
administration.

“The Espionage Actwas meant
to punish spies and saboteurs ar]
people who steal things from the
United States and take them to
foreign countries to benefit that
country or to specifically hurt the
United States. It was never mear
for whistleblowers. It should never
be used in these kinds of cases

sive chanpes within the cantinesst of Lat iy Amserca boclay La Trova Muesirg

caulel be idefimad as  The epcounter Dot wern i nnan. o Ata il proetm

Vs pledizing toe a betder wisrklf

UJPO
Canada

For a future of
economic and social
justice for all.

by
Hollander says. “It is frightening Fa » h’.,
intent to disclose and we simpl
Chel icted and is goi . .
eiseawas convictedand s goin alendar, send $15 (includes postage and handling) to People’s

that the Espionage Act ha F1-. T Faa iz - .
essentially become a strict liabilit I N . A PS W 1
cannotletthat continue... The lac 1 .

of criminal intent is frankly P60p|e S VO|Ce 20 14 Calendar
to spend 35 years in jail without =<, )

any burden on the governmenyo'ce' 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3)1. Contact us at

e Petition campaigns have been launched to persuade rock sug

crime, that intent required is the
horrifying to me as a lawyer, thazo order a copy of the People’s Voice 2014 Anti-First World War
whatsoever to prove that shd04-255-2041 or pvoice@telus.net for bulk order prices.

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Calls for Neil Young to honour BDS

Neil Young to withdraw from a concert scheduled for July in

Independent Jewish Voices Canada are asking Young to re
the call from Palestinian civil society for boycott, divestment,

sanctions until Israel ends its illegal occupation of Palesti
territories, recognizes the right of its Arab-Palestinian citizens
equality, and allows Palestinian refugees to return to their ho
In honouring the boycott, Young would join company w|

Santana and Elvis Costello. Throughout his long career

Young has demonstrated sympathy for native struggles o
North American continent. Earlier this year he gave a serig
high-profile “Honour the Treaties” concerts to raise funds for
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation in aid of its legal battle to
tar sands expansion on its territory. One might expect that he
able to see the similarities between the oppression of n
peoples in North America and that of Palestinians. To sig
petition visit www.cjpme.nationbuilder.com/neil_young

ijjvcanada.org.

musicians like Roger Waters, Brian Eno, Annie Lennox, Caf‘os

Remembering Guthrie’ s ‘Deportees’
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In 1948 the great American troubadour Woody Guthrie compgsed

Deportee (Plane Wreck at Los Gatos), a protest lyric about the
mistreatment of migrant workers. After hearing on the radio tha
migrants who were being deported from California back to Me
had died in a plane crash at nearby Los Gatos Canyon, Guthri
struck by the fact that only the names of the flight crew and
security guard were given. The anonymous workers’ bodies
buried in a mass grave in Fresno, California. A decade
Guthrie’s lyric was set to music by schoolteacher Martin Hoffn
The song soon became an American folk standard, after |

acist
t28
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the
vere
ater
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eing

popularized by Pete Seeger and recorded by a host of mussical

luminaries. Flash forward to 2014. Folksinger-activist J

hn
brm:

McCutcheon and a group of like-minded activists had a brainst
they guessed that Immigration and Naturalization Service arc

ives

in Washington would have a record of the victims’ names in[the

1948 deportation order. Well, they found the names, and raisgd the
funds to erect a monument at the mass grave site. You can vigw the
moving dedication ceremony and hear the names of the victimg read

out at a special concert. Visit YouTube and search for “Depo
John McCutcheon”.

Breakthrough JUNO for A Tribe Called Red

Mainstream media coverage of the JUNO Awards usually dw
upon best-selling icons of pop culture like Drake, Arcade Fire,
Teagan and Sara. There’s plenty of celebrity gossip too. Will
boo Justin Beiber? Will Robin Thicke show up? For this wri
however, it's the less hyped recipients who really deserve

tees

ells
and
fans
er,
the

attention. These would include 2014 Contemporary Jazz Al
winner Christine Jensen (Habitat), World Music Album win

DUMm
er

David Buchbinder (Walk to the Sea), and (most notably), Ottgwa-
based electronic DJ crew A Tribe Called Red. The latter took home
the award for Breakthrough Group of the Year at the gala ceremony,

broadcast from Winnipeg on March 30. Although they didn’t ge
perform, it was gratifying that their win was shown on the natid
telecast. A Tribe Called Red is a powerful supporter of the Idlg
More movement. In 2013 they were voted best group by
Aboriginal Peoples Choice Music Awards, and their second relg
Nation Il Nation, was voted best album. Their hard-driving ‘pd
wow step’ music and brilliant video productions challenge
subvertthe ideology of the Canadian settler state. You can dow
their eponymous first album (it's free) and view their videos
www.atribecalledred.com.

Funding flap at Beaches Jazz
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Toronto’s annual free Beaches Jazz Fest attracts an estifnated

500,000 visitors ayear. It's the biggest festival of its kind in Can
yet it has to fight for the pittance of funding it receives fr
Ontario’s Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. After a pub
outcry when the 25-year-old festival's funding application
rejected outright, the government announced that $75,000 hac

ada,
DM
lic
as
been

‘found’. What had really happened was that the Wynne governiment

had been embarrassed by the revelation that, while it was dep
a popular free festival of support, it was giving huge grant

iving
5 to
Des to

superstar rapper Drake ($300,000 for a 2-day concert that ho
draw 60,000 people) and Maple Leaf Sports and Entertain

ent

($500,000 to attract the 2016 NBA all-star game). According to

online ticket agencies, a pass to Drake’s upcoming OVA F

t at

Toronto’s Molson Amphitheatre starts at $291. Of course fungling
priorities that privilege corporate spectacles over grassroots cylture
are not unique to the current Ontario government. They| are
unfortunately typical of most contemporary capitalist regimes. [The

Beaches Jazz Fest runs from July 18-23. For more info
www.beachesjazz.com/.

isit
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Greetings to the workers of the world!

Solidarity against *'Gﬁ
war and reaction  w:
— 08
Manitoba Committee, e
Communist Party of Canada

MAY DAY
GREETINGS!

Greek-Canadian
Democratic Organization

News for
people, not

for profits!

Mother’'s Day Pancake
Breakfast, 10am, Sunday, May
12, proceedsto PV Drive, back
at 5435 Kincaid St., last call for
pancakes 12 noon. All you can
eat, $12 adults, $8 under 12.
Sponsored by Burnaby Club
CPC, 604-294-6775.

Victoria, BC

May Day Rally, 4 pm, Thur.,
May 1, at intersection of
Vancouver and Pandora
Streets. Speakers from Toge-
ther Against Poverty, Victoria
Labour Council, Committee to
End Homelessness, Social-
Environmental Alliance, and
march to McDonald’s on
Pandora St.

Hear CPC leader Miguel
Figueroa, Friday, May 16, for
details of time and place ph.

Happy May Day
to all our readers!

People's Voice
Editorial Board

US spies “used T witter to
undermine Cuban government”

John Shaw, 250-920-4233.

Left Film Night, and annual
Pasta Dinner for the PV Fund
Drive, Sunday, April 27, dinner
6 pm ($15), film at 7 pm (“The
Unknown War”) at the CSE,

A news agency investigationtoward dissent. Yetits users wer@perating company inthe Cayman706 Clark Drive. (On May 25

revealed on April 2that US spooksneither aware it was created by aslands to pay the bills so the

see “Love in the Time of

used a US aid programme to create)S agency with ties to the State'money trail will not trace back to " : )
a “Cuban Twitter” network Department, nor that US America.”Subscribers’ messages(z:gg_lgéji' For info, call 604
designedto underminetheisland’'sontractors were gathering datavere funnelled through other ’

government.

Through a long-term

campaign, the Associated Presthe US Agency for International

about them for political purposes.countries and never through usMay Day March, Thursday,
Details uncovered contradictbased computer servers.

May 1, starts 5 pm from 14th &
“There will be absolutely no Commercial to 6 pm rally at

uncovered a project built with Development’s (USAID) long- mention of US government Grandview Park (1200 block
secret shell companies andstanding claim that it does notinvolvement,” according to a 2010C0ommercial), sponsored by

financed through foreign banks.conduct covert actions.
The project, which drew tens of

thousands of subscribers, sougHengths to conceal Washington’s The

USAID went to extensive one of the project’s creators.

memo from Mobile Accord Inc. Vancouver & District Labour
Council.

project, dubbed 93rd Anniversary of the

to build an audience of mostlyties to the project. Executives seZunZuneo, was launched shortlyCommunist Party of Canada,
young Cubans and push thenup a corporation in Spain and arafter the 2009 arrest in Cuba ofdinner, Latin American music,

May 16-31 issue: Thursday, May 8
June 1-15 issue: Thursday, May 22

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

People'sVoice deadline$

ANNUAL
MOTHER'S
DAY

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

10 am, Sunday, May 11

(last call for pancakes - noon)

$12.00 (kids under 12 $8.00)
Back to Burnaby location

5435 Kincaid St. Burnaby

Canada Way
to Vancouver

<« Proceeds
to People's
Voice

b
\Y\
Royal Oak

US contractor Alan Gross. Heguestspeaker Miguel Figueroa,
was imprisoned after repeatedlytickets $20, 7 pm, Saturday,
travelling to the country on aMay 17, Centre for Socialist
clandestine USAID mission to Education, 706 Clark Drive.

expand internet access USiNGpring Concert: A Benefit for
sensitive technology availablechernobyl, Sunday, May 25,2
only to governments. pm, at the Russian Hall, 600
ZunZuneo began in 2009 whencampbell Ave. Partial proceeds
Washington-based Creativeto henefitthe Veronika Children
Associates International illicitly | eykemia Foundation (a local
obtained half a million Cuban non-profit helping children from
mobile phone numbers from acountries of the former USSR
Cuban source. Project organisergyffering from leukemia). 604-
used those numbers to start @54-9932 or 604-526-5160.

subscriber base. eople’s Voice Victory

ZunZuneo organisers wantea};
the network to reach critical mass anquet, Sat., M.ay 31, doors
pen 6 pm, Russian Hall, 600

sodissidents could organise “smar .

mobs” to trigger demonstrationsg:grggj_lgé\g/g' For tickets, ph.
or “renegotiate the balance of '
power between the state and
society.”

What's Left

Kamloops, BC

Walk for Peace, Social
Justice, and the Environ-
ment, Sat., May 3, promoting
equity & celebrating diversity,
starts 10 am at Stuart Wood
Elementary School with music,
food, & children’s activities.
Walk begins 12 noon.

Saskatoon, SK

May Day rally, Thursday, May
1, 6 pm, meet at Peace
Monument in Rotary Park for
speakers, performances and
free food, march to Friendship
Park. For info, emalil
<info@maydaysaskatoon.ca>.

Winnipeg, MB

Fraud, Fascism and Ukraine
Tues., May 10, 7 pm, forum on
situation in Ukraine with Darrell
Rankin, Leader, Communist
Party of Canada-Manitoba.
Tues, May 10, 7 pm. For
location, ph. (204)586-7824.

Mayworks Festival of Labour
and Arts, full program at
www.mayworks.org. Includes
Pete Seeger Tribute, Friday,
May 9, West End Cultural
Centre, doors open 7 pm.

Toronto, ON

May Day of Action, Thursday,
May 1, 5:30 pm, rally and march
starting at City Hall, ending at
Little Norway Park in solidarity
with striking workers at Porter
(Queens Quay and Bathurst).

Setting the stage for change,
May Day political and cultural
evening, Sat., May 3, 6:30 pm
at Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecll
St. Freed admission, speakers,
live music, poetry and dance,
food and refreshments,
organized by the United May
Day Committee.

Women’s Labour History

Walking Tour , Sunday, May 4,
10-11:30 am, meet at corner of
Spadina and College,
highlighting the struggles of
labour and feministmovements
from the 1850s to the present.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

Organisers created a net\NorkC:orpora-te attaCk on yOUth

that looked like a legitimate
business, including the creation of
a companion website and

continued from page 8

marketing campaign.
But behind
ZunZuneo’s computers wer

storing and analysing subscribers
messages and other information,

including gender, age
“receptiveness” and “politica
tendencies.’®

MAY DAY GREETINGS

From the
Schafik

Handal
Club

*
F ’
—_—

ener CPC

the scenes,?! . o e :
ggivento high school students can see this kind of gendered separation

low paid and linking with “care giving” work, because of the sexist and
gendered views. Anyone who looks at the career promotional material

in the photos.
Moreover, the responsibility of children and domestic tasks are still
in majority done by women. Marxist feminists call this the “double

|’ burden” of women. Itis a reality which has become much more difficult

as privatization shifts caregiving work more and more back into the
home. Single-parent families are still mainly lead by women, especially
young women.

The Conservatives have followed the lead of the federal Liberals
(who abolished the Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of Women
and cut funding to the National Action Committee on the Status of
Women NAC). On coming to power, the Harper Conservative also cut
the proposed federal program for child care, at that point had not been
only a demand of the women’s movement for decades but also a paper
demand of most political parties for fifteen years, and replaced it with
a system of tax credits. The Tories then closed 12 of 16 offices of the
Status of Women Canada, eliminated the funding of any women'’s
organization involved in advocacy , and amended the Act on Equitable
Compensation to prevent the use of courts to advance pay equity.
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NO TO MODI: Social justice activist s launch
camp aign against Hindu Right in Canada

From Radical Desi News against Muslims follqwing an enough, recentIy .Sikh.migrantindebted to the RSS, vyhiph makes Modiis not offIhe Ilook yet, she
Bureau (abridged) aIIeged qttaqk on a train carrylngfarmgrsfrom PunjablnGUjaratwgreno bon.es about its disliking for says, as investigations into the
Hindu pilgrims in Godhra in physically attacked for not vacatingsecularism. massacre are still pending.

As Indian voters are poised toFebruary 2002. The train wasland they were allotted years ago by The group was banned following Chinmoy Banerjee of SANSAD,
electanew government, acampaighurned, leaving 59 people dead. Théhe state government. Thiswas donéhe assassination of Mahatmahe South Asian Network for
to stop an arch-Hindu nationalistGujaratgovernmenthas claimedthato ensure that the barren land clos&andhi, the passive resistanceé&ecularismand Democracy, agroup
leader from becoming the Primeit was a terror attack by Muslimto the Indo-Pakistan border inmovement leader against Britishwhich has consistently opposed
Minister of the world’s largest extremists, while one commissionGujarat was transformed into fertileoccupation who believed inaseculaModi’s policies and also the
secular democracy has picked upf enquiry found that it was anagricultural land. For this the India. His opposition to the killings communal politics of the Congress,

in Canada.

accident, perhaps caused by anterprising Sikh farmers from of the Muslims after the partition of says the group supports the initiative

Narendra Modi, the Chief cooking gas cylinder used by thePunjab were invited to settle downindia and Pakistan in 1947 onlaunched by Arasu. Describing Modi

Minister of the Gujarat state of IndiaHindu pilgrims aboard.
and the Prime Ministerial candidate  The pilgrims were returning from

there. The government is nowreligious lines had irked the Hinduas a “hate monger”, Banerjee says,

“he will be terrible for minorities.”

of the Hindu nationalist Bhartiya a disputed site in Ayodhya, the birt
Janata Party (BJP) is contesting twglace of Lord Ram, who is widely
ridings, including Varanasi, one ofrevered by Hindus. The Hindu
the centers of Hinduism. fanatics had razed an ancient mosq

Modi is known as a hardliner built in Ayodhya in 1992, in the
within Hindu right-wing circles. But presence of the BJP leaders. Th
heis credited for developmentin hisHindu revivalists claim that the
state by his supporters, and someosque was deliberately built b
polls indicate that the BJP and itsBabar, an Islamic ruler, after
allies are likely to emerge as thedemolishing the Ram temple. The
single largest political formation, BJP election manifesto released i
albeit short of a majority. April has clearly stated its mandate

But a group of social justice to rebuild the Ram temple at the
activists of Indian origin in this part disputed site. Many top notch BJR
of the world are not ready to give up leaders were accused of inciting th
A campaign through social media,mobs that razed the mosque.
such as Facebook, has been launched Eyewitness accounts of the 2003
by radical South Asian activists inevents suggest that there was a fig
Toronto. Support for the “No to between Hindu pilgrims and soms
Modi” campaign continues to grow. local Muslims at the Godhra statio

Ponni Arasu, a vocal critic of before the train was burned. The

He believes that the corporate
world and the media in India are
creating a false image about Modi,
since the growth rate in Gujarat is
no better than some other prosperous
and developed states of India. “There
in an unequal development in
Gujarat under him as the poor
continue to live in terrible
conditions,” says Banerjee.

Husain also questions the claims
of developmentin Gujarat: “There is
no development in Muslim areas.
The localities where the minorities
live lack amenities, like gutter system
and roads. Aren't they Indians?”

She also expresses her -dis
appointmentoverthe changing attitude
of the US government. Nishrin has
been closely following the activities of
the groups, including Coalition Against

Modi and the Hindu right, is in the Hindu fanatics belonging to the M = lﬂlste Genocide, which have been in the
forefront of the campaign. She isVishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), an o isa Tﬂi r forefront of the campaign to block
not only challenging the “sectarianextremist religious group, were m of “E""lﬂl' Modi’'s entry to US. Former US
politics” of Modi, but also the givenafreehandtomurderinnoce ﬂ'ﬂl‘]‘ Ambassador to India Nancy Powell

“myths” of development and Muslims following the episode.
progressin Gujarat, which are beingViodi reportedly told the police to
positioned to sell his image. let the Hindu protesters vent thei

Arasu is associated with theanger, and BJP leaders were se€

met Modi in February, raising
B speculations that he may eventually
'"IE get a chance to visit the US.
“Thisis a pure mockery,” Husain

Center for South Asian Studies ofleading the mobs. According to theforcing the farmers to vacate on theextremists, one of whom, Nathuramsays. “First you raise a hue and cry
the University of Toronto. She is astatistics of the government, 975grounds that they are outsiders. Godse, murdered him. aboutreligious intolerance and then
queer feminist researcher who hageople died, of which 713 were Arasu explains that there is Arasu feels that the Congressyou change your position for
been involved in many social Muslims. Human rights watchersnothing surprising behind the attackgarty, in spite of its official support economic and political
movements. believe this was done to win theon non-Hindus in Gujarat, as theto secular and democratic policiesconsiderations.”

Since the Congress-led coalitionnext assembly election by whippingBJP subscribes to the philosophy ohas also failed to protect secularism. The Indian American Muslim
has lost credibility due to aleadershipip anti-Muslim emotions. In fact, Hindutva or exclusionist Hindu Ithas rather used faith based politic€ouncil, an advocacy group and
vacuum and allegations of corruptionModi was re-elected to power, andnhationalism. “Do not forget that the for narrow political ends. “Two founder member of Coalition
and massive scams, there are highever convicted for these crimesBJP cannot be separated from thexamples are good enough to judgégainst Genocide, expressed its
hopes among supporters of théMayaKodnani, aformer ministerin Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sanglthe role ofthe Congress in protectingputrage in a powerfully worded
opposition BJP andits allies for Modi, his government, was convicted in(RSS), the most influential ultra India; one is the imposition of statement which criticized the US
who is seen as an “effective and2012 for involvement in massHindu nationalist organization Emergency and its involvement inadministration’s outreach to
efficientleader with powerful oratory murders. Notably, Modi has beenwhich was established with a cleathe 1984 anti-Sikh pogrom”. “infamous Gujarat Chief Minister
skills” and a “solid alternative” to the repeatedly denied entry to US andbjective to form Hindu nation”,  But sectarian politics is not theNarendra Modi, banned from
Congress leaders. Canada for these incidents. she notes. The two still remainonly cause of worry. “The myth of entering the US for his egregious

Arasu warns that people need to Much before this violence, the inseparable; she believes that evedevelopment in Gujarat is alsoviolations of religious freedom”.
follow what is being said in the BJP government was also accusedny moderate face within the BJPproblematic”, according to Arasu.  Sunil Sharma, a volunteer with
mainstream media with skepticism.of shielding Hindu extremists, whowon’t make any difference. She says the development model ofikh Nation, which organizes annual
“Those who make such statementsargeted Christian missionaries in‘Anyone other than Modi will be Gujarat has benefitted only a fewblood donation camps in Canada in
must ask themselves what is hdribal areas of Gujarat during lateequally harmful if the BJP gains arich people, while the manualmemory of the victims of the 1984
determined to do,” she says. “Is hel990s. The Christian missionariesrute majority.” scavenging by the so-calledanti-Sikh carnage, also supports the
going to turn India into another have been frequently accused of MostBJP leaders were groomedintouchables and lack of nutritioninitiative. “This is not a time to shut
Guijarat?” mass religious conversions by theby the RSSintheir volunteer campsamong the tribal children in Gujaratour eyes,” he says. “We must stand

Modi’'s government is accusedHindu fundamentalists. Modi himself is an RSS member.proves that the development isup and question people with right
of engineering large scale violence As if these incidents were notHe recently acknowledged that he isncomplete. wing background and involvement

Nishrin Jafri Husain - who lost in politics of genocide.”
NEWS FOR PEOPLE,

herfather, Ahsan Jafri, inthe Gujarat However, Overseas Friends of
massacre - agrees with Arasu. Jafthe BJP recently organized a public
was a former Congress Party MPevent in Vancouver to show its

He was burned to death by the molsupport for Modi’'s candidacy.

even though he tried to seek helpnterestingly, a few prominent

from high officials to protect supporters of the ruling

I Muslims who took refuge in his Conservative Party of Canada were
house. His influence did not work;in attendance. It is pertinent to
he also became a victim of themention that the Conservatives
| bloodshed that resulted in at leastepresent right-wing politics in

| 35 deaths in that single locality. Canada much like the BJP in India.
I
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Allegations that Modi was directly The organizer of the event, Aditya
involved in the incident that led to Kumar Tewatia, says that Modi is
Jafri’s death have not been provedest suited for India to ensure
in the courts so far. He was given averall development of the country.
clean chit by the Special HehopesthatCanada,whichhas
Investigation Team in 2012. also denied entry to Modi in the
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And we do more than that—we Name A resident of Delaware, Husainpast, will invite him to visit once he
report and analyze event s from a was in US when the tragedyis elected as Prime Minister.

: : : occurred. “I am pleased that there The chorus on both sides of the
revolutionary perspective, helping

are some justice loving people infence is likely to grow in Canada as
Canada who have taken up thighe election results come. Whether
cause. India is going to go through aModi becomes the Prime Minister
bad period if Modi becomes theor not, the big fight in India has

Prime Minister... He has noalready spilled over and reached
credentials to prove that he carNorth America, creating both

represent a country like India.”  anxiety and excitement.

to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
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