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Huge rally kicks off |
Ontario Common Front |
against austerity cuts |

N

- Story on page 2 -

Greece in political turmoil

People's Voice photo by Ed Bil

impose the devastating austerity program.

See "COUP FEARED IN GREECE", page 11
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Tories vs. First Nations 10 NO fighter jets!

The HarpeiTories have A Greeaned Future Whlélee g;?epgrggfscglg(?lr#;rpen

announced plans to gut Canada's

environmental review process. Inspired by the Quebec student procurement process" for F-35

British Columbia First Nations fightback, climate justice groups call fighter-bombers, the Communis

chiefs are speaking out against for "a clean en@y future that is Party calls to scrap all plans fo
this sellout to Big Oil. socially and economically just.” deadly military hardware.

The Greek election campaign is heading into the final stretch, with
wide uncertainty about the outcome on May 6 and beyond. The right-
wing and “socialist” parties which have supported the “Troika”
demands for brutal cuts to social programs and living standards are
| fighting for survival, while opposition parties appear to be making
gains. Unemployment is now over 20%, salaries and pensions have
1 dropped dramatically, and new corruption scandals continue to
emerge. Recent surveys predict a parliament split into ten parties,
double the current number. A new coalition government may emerge
from the results, but there are also rumblings of military rule to
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15,000 rally against Ontario’s austerity Budget

OFL LaunCheS another deep economic recessiorharder for the platform it had concessions made by Horwath. Aaxes on large estates, higher
In January the OFL issued acampaigned on last Septembersurvey commissioned by the OFLcorporate income taxes, restoring
Common Front callforthe April 21 Day of Action. including its policy to restore the showed that a large majority of thosehe capital tax, and increased capital
One hundred buses were filled withcorporate income tax rate to 14%polled supported taxing thegains taxes. This would generate
workers and community activistsA long stream of speakers talkecdcorporations and the wealthyto avoidhe revenue needed to fund health,
from all over Ontario. Thousandsabout the horrendous effect of thedevastating budget cuts. An NDPeducation, childcare and social
More than 15,000 peoplemore arrived from the GTA and budget cuts, underlining how little member and sometime candidateprograms, to create jobs and build
descended on Queen’s Park AprilToronto, filling the lawns of the NDP appeared to have secure@®yan clearly expects the party toaffordable social housing, to
21 to protest the most right-wingQueen’s Park. Thunderous Sid Ryanand many others spokelean up if an electionis called.  substantially raise the minimum
provincial budget in decades -applause echoed across thaboutthe need for a sustained and Not everyone shares that viewwage and social assistance rates on
more devastating to workingdowntown during the speechesproad-based fightagainstausterityDther polls indicate an electionthe road to a guaranteed annual
people, the unemployed and thdollowed by chants, songs andabout the bold and extended fighthow would likely resultin another income above the poverty line, and
poor than even the Mike Harrismusic throughout the boisterousby Quebec students and labouminority government, with voter to enforce free collective bargaining
budgets of the 1990s, according tanarch that followed. against tuition hikes. They calledsupport split among Liberals, and the right to strike.
OFL President Sid Ryan. Butitwasn'tallapplause. NDP on the labour and democraticTories and NDP. The Greens and “This is also the time to win
The austerity budget includesleader Andrea Horwath wasmovements to get involved in thesmall parties could also be afactogains such as rent control
massive layoffs inthe public sectorroundly booed by demonstratorsCommon Front. in a tight vote. legislation, anti-scab legislation,
and closures of hospitals, schoolg¢including many wearing orange A day earlier, in a downtown The CPC (Ontario) warned plantclosure legislation, and other
and child care centres. Sociakcarves)who clearly felt the NDPToronto church, over a hundredagainst a snap election, suggestingocial, civil, labour, and
programs are slashed, with thecaucus was giving away the stordabour, social, community andan NDP outcome was far fromdemocratic rights”, said Rowley.
elimination of many services. in negotiations with the minority political activists crowded in to certain, and that an NDP minority“The working class and its allies
Cities face deep cuts to publicLiberal governmentoverthe termsunanimously support the OFL'swould be more likely to move must rely on their own united and
transportation and housing. Sociabf the April 24 budget vote. proposal for a Common Front totowards the Liberals in a three-mass independent political action
assistance and disability support The Tories - the Official fightausterity and the budget cutsparty House, giving the Liberalsto force the Legislature to jettison
rates, already among the lowest ifbpposition in Queen’s Park -Ryan, OFL Secretary-Treasurerand their austerity policies the upperusterity and introduce policies
Canada, are frozen. Many publicoppose the budget in an effort tdNancy Hutchison, Ontario Healthhand in any future negotiations. for jobs and an economic recovery
assets, lands, and crowrforce another election which theyCoalition director Natalie Mehra, “Today the working class and for working people.”
corporations will be privatized. believe they can win. The ball fell Social Planning Council Chair Peterits allies will be in the strongest The massdemonstrationandthe
Major new user fees are plannedto the NDP to get austerity off theClutterbuck and others spoke abouposition by building the Common Common Front are welcome
The budget viciously attacksagenda. But the big majority ofthe need for a massive response teront into a massive extra-developmentsatatimewhenmany
public sector wages and pensiongjemonstrators clearly felt the NDPausterity. Ryan referenced the Dayparliamentary movement that carbattles are being fought alone by
with the government threateninghad conceded too much, and ougtdf Action thatalmostbroughtdownbring its weight to bear on thethe fewdirectly involved. The birth
to impose wage controls if unionsto have pressed the Liberals a lothe Harris government in the 90sminority Liberal government - and of the Common Front makes each

PV Ontario Bureau

refuse to accept the proposed clearly indicating the direction hethe NDP caucus,” said CPstruggleacommon struggle forjobs
“voluntary” pay freeze and other( ] wants to move. (Ontario) leader Liz Rowley. and justice. It transforms the few
concessions that will eliminate Un"-e 1'0 defeqf Ryan also expressedtheviewthat Instead of austerity measuresintothe many, the fingers of struggle
thousands of jobs and the services the NDP should not be afraid of arthe Ontario Communists are callinginto the fist of a powerful movement
that go with them. quper! election, clearly critical of the for wealth taxes and inheritancefor real and progressive change.

According to the Communist .
Party of Canada (Ontario), the ForJObS'Ond Pecce'
budget is aimed to drive down not fighter jets PEOPLE'S VOICE FUND DRIVE: $50 000
wages, pensions, incomes angd 4
living standards in the public and

private sector, to privatize or a,f“> Fund Drive nears half-way mark; Quebec over top
eliminate social programs, and ',‘,"'..'.*
severely weaken labour and '5-:" Congratulations to our supporters also publishthe Frencleaders are urged to take in the
democratic rights. It will force the supporters in Quebec, the firstanguageClarté. annual Mother's Day Pancake
unemployed, those on socia Jacob Penner - region to go over the top in our Looking at the rest of the Breakfast organized by the
assistance and ODSP, and many 2012 Fund Drive, with $760 turnedcountry, Alberta is closing in on Burnaby Club. The Breakfast is
in precarious jobs, to live on Norman Bethune in towards a target of $500. Thistheir target, with $3030 (89%) of on Sunday, May 13, from 10 am to
incomes too small to cover the Club reflects a solid gain in PV their $3400 goal achieved,1 pm, at 5435 Kincaid St. in
cost of housing, let alone food,| ... . . subscriptions and distribution overfollowed by Saskatchewan ($380Burnaby, and admission is just
Combined with the federal budget| Winnipeg, Manitoba the last year, quite an achievementr 47.5% out of $800), Ontario $12. Look for more details and a
this could tip the province into \ /considering that our Quebec($9381, or43% towards $21,600)map on page 15.
BC ($6461, or 32.3% towards The 20th Annual People’s
) ) ) $20,000), Manitoba ($750, or 31%Voice Victory Banquet will be
Markmg 90th anniversary of the Workmg class press towards $2400), and the AtlanticSaturday, June 2, at the historic
region ($270, or 22.5% towardsRussian Hall, 600 Campbell Ave.
$1200). in east Vancouver. Tickets are $20

T — As of April 19, we canreporta (or $10 unemployed), now
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our annual goal of $50,000. ThisDrive). For reservations, call 604-
does not include nearly $3000255-2041. See our next issue for
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Our look back at 90 years of the working class press in Canada continues with this historic front I 1
page from the B.C. Workers' News, one of the predecessors of People's Voice. Dated June 28, I Prov. Postal Code "
1935, this issue gave extensive details of the progress of the On To Ottawa Trek, which was b
brutally attacked by the RCMP in Regina just three days later. The paper also reported on the I sendyour contributionto: |
violence against longshore workers who were trying to organize into a trade union in Vancouver | People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1 |
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BC teachers squeezed by government & LRB

rights, and invest in services tohis past actions and writings, andjuality report cards can besystem in peril. We support and
students. Teachers are united ihis financial contributions to the prepared at the push of a buttontespect the rights of employees to
Trapped in a government/opposition to this terrible piece of BC Liberals, most observersMuch of the government andfreely and collectively bargain the
Labour Relations Board squeezéegislation, the twentieth bill conclude that Jago was appointedorporate media attack against théerms of their employment and we
play, British Columbia’s 41,000 passed by the BC Liberals sincdo do the government’sdirtywork. BCTF is based on similar ask you to do the same.”
public school teachers continuet®001 targeting teachers’Jago has until June 30 to mediatdemagogic slanders, accusing the The resolution sharply criticizes
stand up for their rights and for theprofessional and labour rights.” the dispute, receiving $2000 peiteachers of being “lazy” and the Bill's provision to pay extra to
interests of students. Atthis point, Lambert acknowledged thatday. He is expected to fail, and‘overpaid.” teachers who accept over-sized
one of the few options left for teachers made a difficult decisionwill then be directed to submit The withdrawal of extra- classes, and for failing to provide
teachersis to withdraw from extra-to withdraw from extra-curricular non-binding recommendations. curricular activities is one of the supports for students with special
curricular activities. activities, which “bring so much In another development, thefew cards the BCTF had left toneeds. It concludes by backing the
In early March, faced with a joy to our engagement with LRBruledonApril19thatteachersplay. The union stresses the factall from the Vancouver District
refusal to bargain by the BC Publicstudents. We know this will meanhave until April 27 to produce reportthat by underfunding public Parent Advisory Counciltorescind
School Employers’ Associationthe loss of some highly-valuedcards with student marks datingeducation, the Liberals bear theBill 22.
(BCPSEA), the Teachers’activities, and we sincerely regretback to September 2011. The LRBrue responsibility for this tactic.  Despite Christy Clark’s
Federation escalated their limitecthat. But we have to look at theruling was triggered by aBCPSEA However, the BCTF still has adeepening unpopularity - and her
job action which began lastbigger picture andthe longerterm.application which argued that thepowerful base of support amongparty’s devastating losses to the
September. The BCTF heldathree- The fightback plan also callsteachers’ refusal to write secondparents, students, and some schobIDP in two April 19 byelections -
day strike, pressing the Liberalfor non-cooperation with the term report cards amounted to afoards whose positions are nothe Premier still commands a
government to back down from itsMinistry of Education; a public illegal strike. It remains to be seerreflected by BCPSEA. The majority in the legislature. The
“net zero” mandate which locks awareness campaign to educateow this will play out, since the Vancouver Board of Education, forLiberals intend to ride out the
BCPSEAInto apay freeze positionBritish Columbians about the BCTF maintains that the decisionexample, passed aresolution statingrotests, as a scare tactic to gain
The response by PremierimpactofBill 22; a possible future compels its members to performthat “Bill 22 is causing our valued votes. But in the end, her anti-
Christy Clark’s Liberals was to vote on a full withdrawal of “struck work.” On April 23, the education partners to feel bulliedpublic education policies may
ram Bill 22 through the legislature. services; and working to help elect.RB ruled that the Victoria BCTF and disempowered, putting any reatontribute to a resounding defeat
The Bill virtually wipes out limits a new government in May 2013local, which had refused to directimprovement to our educationat the polls next Maye
on class size and composition, anthat will repeal Bill 22. its members to comply with the
forces the BCTF to engage in so- The BCTF has also applied toreportcard order along thistimeline
called “mediation” which will strip  the B.C. Labour Relations Boardwas engaged in an illegal strike.
crucial clauses from their existingto quash the appointment of Dr. The LRB ruling supports the lie
collective agreements. TheCharles Jago as mediator. Givespread by the Liberals that high-

against he union and s members PEOPLE'S VOICE
VICTORY BANQUET

By Kimball Cariou

May Day greetings!

Peace, Equality, Socialism!

Mathew Popowich Club,

for any new strike actions. .. .
y Winnipeg, Manitoba

BCTF delegates voted at their
March annual meeting to hold a
province-wide vote on aresistance
strategy against Bill 22. In mid-
April, 21,625 teachers voted in

favour, and 7,846 against - a 73%
rejection of the “Education
Improvement Act.”

BCTF President Susan Lambert
called the result “a powerful
message to government that they
must rethink Bill 22, listen to the
concerns of teachers, respect our

Sat., June 2, doors @ 5:30 pm
Russian Hall, 600 Campbell Ave.
VANCOUVER

Great food, speakers, music
Tickets $20 (unemployed $10)
Call 604-254-9836 or 604-255-2041

MAY DAY

GREETINGS

From CUPE Local 1004
Vancouver BC

Serving our community
since 1911

MAYD) :\\

Vancouver & District
Labour Council

.'u._ 4' T P 8
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Greetlngs of Sohdanty
MayDay 2012

International Day of the Worker

(G o)

A day of unity for workers
of all countries.

Many small differences may divide us but
our common interests as workers unite us!

cupe foronto.ca
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It’s evolution, son.
EDI I I IALS It was tar sands. Then

it became oil sands. Then

it turned into “Ethical™ oil.
Red alert from Quebec Given enough time and it
Whatever the immediate outcome, the Quebec student stride has will turn into Holy Water.

raised the bar for popular resistance struggles, for at leasj two
compelling reasons.
One concernsthe broad movementwhich has emerged in soliflarity

with the students. By uniting around core demands for accessibility to Yuck!
education which resonate with all working people, the studentshave
expanded their base, from campuses across Quebec, to the| wider What’s that?

population. This fight expresses the sentiments of working people in
many countries, fed up with endless demands by bosseg and
governments to make us pay for an economic crisis caused ljy big
capital’s drive for profits. The student strike shows that the yvay
forward is not through isolated individual protests, but throligh
conscious efforts to build mass, united action.
The Quebec students have also begun to question the basiqof our
entire social system. As the Climate Justice statement (see pape 10)
says, “the fight against an unjust economy and the fight agpinst ey 8
climate change” are one and the same, “because the crises|of the - -
climate and the economy have the same root: putting profits bgfore
people and the planet.... This economic model that celebratesgreed - S ~
above all else is not just making education inaccessible, but if will
make our planet uninhabitable.”
The policies demanded in this statement are urgent: redycing
inequalities; mass public transit; free education; green jobs|that
decrease dependence on fossil fuels; restraining the power of
corporations and banks; rapid reduction of carbon emissions
Although not explicitly socialist, the statement calls for chapge
that is “green as well as red”, for “a clean energy future tht i
socially and economically just”. This moves in the direction of "
democratic public ownership of productive wealth, i.e. replagin :
the private profit system with working class power. Once fhi
concept wins the support of millions, it will become a powefful

Letters to the Editor
political force to win a new Canada and a better world.

End the Afghan tragedy now _The Sticky Question of Religious Rights

Amidstadeepening crisis, pressures are building foranend jot

imperialist occupation of Afghanistan. This disaster is not] an ) o , o
unexpected turn of events. For example, in January 2002, Pegple’s During our Alberta provincial faith community is a duty, not a expect taxpayers to fund schools

Voice reported on a study by Prof. Marc Herold of the Univergity€/€ction, CBC offers “Vote charity, to be done without show.forany onereligious denomination

of New Hampshire, who presented reliable evidence that mord thn0mpass” onits website, allowing -~ Taxpayers support a variety ofto teach one set of exclusive
3.500 civilians had been killed byU.S.bombssincetheattackswe?éoters to compare their positionsreligious institutions and religious beliefs. Furthermore,

launched on the previous Oct. 7. For over adecade, Afghan civfliard? policies to those of the mainprivileges. For example, in religious groups should be treated
have suffered a death toll far larger than the ca’sualties of L. sparties. Respondents answer Alberta, Roman Catholic Schoolslike any other corporate entity.

Canadian and other occupation armies. q’uestio.ng on a range of issueare normally _public schools andFundraising for specific pharitable
The litany of horrors keeps growing, from the burning of Kordns, WWhen finished, a graph comparegjiven full public support. In recent purposes (e.g.: operating a food

to the massacres of civilians, to the sickening revelations abouj U.g1e voter's beliefs to those of theyears, public boards have openedank or supporting disaster relief)

troops posing with corpses and body parts. One in five U.S. comb®@rties. | was not surprised to findprograms for a variety of othershould be eligible for charitable

deaths in Afghanistan are now caused by Afghan security fo cednyself slightly to the left of the religious traditions - all supportedtax status. Beyond that, if religious
trained and supplied by Canada and other NATO allies. “Gua iaNDP on economic and socialthrough tax revenue. Privategroupswishtoissue taxreceiptsto

angel” soldiers have to stand guard while other U.S. troops sleepssues. religious schools and donors, then they should expect to
A recent CBS poll shows a record 69% of Americans think|the On one issue, the result maddhomeschoolers who agree tadeclare all income through
U.S. should not be involved in Afghanistan, and a solid majority of "€ appear closerto Wildrose Partyollow the provincial curriculum donations and pay taxes on that

Canadians have called for return of the troops for years. policy, although nothing could be (even as they adapt it to their owrincome.
The truth is clear to all. Imperialism’s military strategy [in further fromthe truth. The questionreligious beliefs) receive public  Letthere be no doubt. Protecting

Afghanistan has been a total, abysmal failure. Canadians are whsti ked_ .Whether or not religioussupport. Yet, .th.is is not goodreligious righ?s is partofprptect!ng
billions of dollars to occupy a population bitterly angry about heMminorities need more protection. Ienough for religious leaders. Inhuman nghtsmademocrgﬂcsomety.
unending deaths and humiliations inflicted by the NATO powprs disagreed. Exceptfor the WildroseCatholic schools for example, However, setting up a hierarchy of
Despite all the feel-good news stories about “reconstructipn,Party, political parties generally Bishops exercise control overrights in which religious rights are
Canada’s role in Kandahar has been closely linked with §iru gree__W|th giving r_ellglous schqol board decisions onglvenprlor_ltyoverotherhumanand
warlords and violent thugs. This shameful chapter in Can a'gninorities more protection. Most currlculurr_l,_ student clubs ande_ql_JaIlty rights, an(_j part|cularl_y

history must be closed, not in 2014, but immediately. Bring themembers of the Wll(_jrose Partyschool poI|C|es-eventhoughthe;glv_mg extra protection to certain
troops home now, and begin to pay compensation to the Af hagelyeye .that Ch_rlst|ans are athemselves do not have chﬂdreryehgmu_sg_roups,yvhe_the_rthatgroup
people for the terrible crimes committed in our name. majority in our society and that the(at least none they admit to).  is a majority or minority in society,

rights of Christians are Religious groups also seek tas replacing religious freedom with
compromised while “minority” control secular law. For example state religion. This, we must not

[ religions are given more rights andRoman Catholic hierarchy haveallow.
PEOPLE s VO’CE privileges. As an active andthreatened Catholic legislators to
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. practising Christian, | believe vote in accord with church Wayne Madden, Edmonton, AB
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 nothing is further from the truth. doctrines on certain issues or be
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., I have no doubt the majority of denied the sacraments. While gy mm mm mm m - = —m—
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 people do believe in God.church has the right to set rules Re n eW I
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net However, religion is not an personal behaviour as a conditio
important part of most people’sof membership, this cannotinclud tod ayl I
Volunteers and contributors for this issue lives. On Sunday morning, youforcing legislators to make churcH - |
Dave Arland, Gabriel Au, Ed Bil, Marianne Breton are more likely to find people in beliefsinto law - especiallyagains]  Check your label |
Fontaine, Wally Brooker, Sam Hammond, Liz Rowley, the local retail mall or sportsthe will of the people they are |
W.T. Whitney Jr., and our mailers in Vancouver & Torontp. _actir\]/ity gﬁn in church. The truth elected to rer?resent. |]§ itlnot_illleg Please check the I
. . . . is that Christianity is one moreto procure the vote of a legislato
Edltor._ Kw_nball Car|01_1Busmess.Mana_gerSam Hammond religious minority,};aerhaps Iargerthrl?)ugh the use of threatsg? i?grr]teszlaebg ggetr;fe I
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, than other minorities, but still a  Religious freedom allowsl it tirFr)1egto renew |
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacoumagn minority. people to follow their own beliefs| bscrib h f'. q |
Furthermore, more rights andintheir home and place of worship "Su S ers,}"’ 0 finc |
LETTERS privil_eges are granted on the basiieioweve_r, _it also allows freedom 2012/05/01" on their I
of religion than any other personalfrom religion and protects thosx{ label, for example,
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the or group factor such as genderfollowing alternative religions. It will have their I
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print race, culture, or sexual orientationdoes not letreligious organizationd  subscriptions expire |l
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal Supporting a  religious enforce their values in law or to] with this issue, |
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" organization normally entitles expect public support for theirp May 1-15, 2012 I
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V3L 3J1 or giversto charitable tax privileges.operations. I
pvoice@telus.net Yet, Judeo-Christian scriptures For example, learning abou: Don’t miss a
People’s Voice articles may be reprinted without (and | am sure the scriptures ofeligion should be part of a single copy - -
.. ided th . dited other religious traditions) make itcomplete education, but there if renew today! |
permission provided the source 1s crediled. clear that support of a believer'sno longer any justification 10 N\ o e e "




5 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e MAY 1-15, 2012

Peace and Friendship event s on
April 28 in Caledonia/Kanonhst aton |.

April 20, 2012 marked the sixth our voices and many connectionsrfeconciliation of relationships
anniversary of the OPP raid of theriendships, and relationships havébetween two communities. We
Six Nations reclamation of the been built. However, at the sameannot move forward if we all
former Douglas Creek Estatestime nothing has been done by thelon’t take a stand and decide t¢--
which cast a spotlight on NativeCanadian Government to addreswork together. This event can be §
land disputes in Canada. our treaties and land rights.” powerful statement to anyone wh

In an historic event, hundreds This day of celebration andwitnessesit: we can showthe worlg
of non-native supporters are beindead-up events are being organizethat it is possible to grow closer
organized to bus in from eightby a broad based April 28thtogether as a community despitd;
Southern Ontario cities toCoalition. Luke Stewart, a what has happened in the past.”|
peacefully rally in Caledonia andhistorian and lifetime Haldimand (As seen in this photo from the
walk to a celebration at Tractresident,isone ofthe group’dirst week of the Six Nations
Kanonhstaton, the former Douglasspokespeople. Stewart describedeclamation, the struggle was
Creek Estates, on Sat., April 28. the march as “a call to honour andnarked by a high degree of

Following years of inaction on respect our historical agreementssolidarity from working class
unresolved land and treaty issueand move toward a peaceful futurenovements 9
at all levels of Canadian ofhealthycoexistence, notcolonial
government, Native and non-subjugation and corporate land
native communities are rallyingtheft.” Stewart added that the I d )
together in unprecedentedCoalitioniscomprised of residents The Ontarlo Bu get S attaCk On Women

numbers to demand that Sixof Caledonia, Oshweken,

LY
Al

Nations land rights be respectedHamilton, Kanonhstaton, eople of colour are highl The freeze on social assistance
Tracy Bomberry, a Six Nations Brantford, Dunville, Kitchener, Statement from the Greater f’eprgsemed in Canada. oy and ODSP rates, which are already

spokesperson for the April 28thand other small towns along theTg:gir;]tics)tV'\Al\g[ilganr’séérisrﬁi?géy Women still face inequality and grossly inadequate, and the
Coalition says “It has been sixGrand River as well as supporters™ higher rates of poverty than menelimination ofthe Community Start

years since Kanonhstaton (“thefrom Toronto and beyond.

We want to commend the Women who work full-time earn Up and Maintenance Fund from

Protected Place”) or the According to Caledonia Elementary Teachers Federation of1 cents on every dollar earned bgocial assistance benefits, should
Reclamation beganin 2006. Muchresident and group spokespersofyntario (ETFO) for refusing to men; 60% of minimum wage be understood as cuts which
has occurred since then. OukKatherine Moesker “This day canpegotiate with the Government ofearners are women; for racializecamplify these effects and create
people have stood up and raisechark the beginning of the ontario on cuts to Education, andvomen it is worse - poverty in undue hardship for women.

Taras H. Shevchenko Museum &
I Memorial Park Foundation

May Day greetings and firm

solidarity to all working

people in struggle for a better
future in a peaceful world!

Visef our weh site af

wwns frfonkes. comsshevohernkomusenm

to the
austerity
agenda

Solidarity this Mayday

DPublic sector workers club
Toronto

forrejecting these cutsonthe groundsacialized communities is 22% We are being told that we need
that it is an attack on women. compared to 9% for non-racializedto tighten our belts and make do
It is absolutely essential to seecommunities. with less. But there’s no austerity
the sustained attacks on public Public sectorjobs are an avenuéor the rich, they are not the ones
sector workers by all levels ofto reduce income inequality.being asked to make do with less.
government as attacks on womenEmployment equity measures ininstead our public services are
Public sector jobs are some of thehe public sector were an extremelbeing squeezed so we can subsidize
only well-paid, secure andimportantand hard-foughtvictory their tax cuts.
unionized jobs where women andor women and people of colour. Without a doubt we are facing
Public sector unions shouldattacks by the province against the
continue to fight not only to protect working-class and women, one that
secure, well-paying jobs, but alsowill continue to require a multi-
to stand up for the interests of allpronged and coordinated resistance.

May Da

y y working people, especially thoselt will be necessary for a broad
201 2 less privileged. coalition of social forces to come
Women are not only highly together. Some of that is already
represented as service providerdjappening. In Toronto, forexample,
. butthey alsolookto public serviceswvomen have been involved in
Defend the Rights to help alleviate the workload of campaigns against municipal level
of Workers caring for children, the elderly andcuts through Toronto Stop the Cuts
ill family members. Cuts to public and other organizations in the
. services will not only limit community and the labour
Defend the Rights women’s employment prospectsmovement. Butwe'llneedto expand
of All for well-paying jobs, but will anddeepen this mobilization. Itwill
increase the stress of balancinglso be important to integrate a
. childcare, housing and groceryfeminist analysis and initiatives
from Communist costs on a reduced budget withrelated to the paid and unpaid work

Party Clubs limited social support. done by womerw

in Alberta - ——

THE SOCIETY

IFPTE LOCAL 160

Greetings on May 1* — the original
international workers’ day

‘ The OSSTF/FEESD Educational Team

The Society of Energy Professionals/ celebrates May Day with all workers
IFPTE Local 160 represents more
than 8,000 professional employees -
engineers, scientists, middle

OF ENERGY PROFESSIONALS managers, information technology

specialists - in Ontario’s
electricity industry.

SERVLATTS fa |Cmarn
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Solidarity with the Quéebec student mobilizations

by its high level of support from streets. Multiple demonstrationspressure that the students havand pepper spraying
the people of Québec, the unity ofand occupations are taking placevielded with the economic demonstrators, have blinded a
the students, and the sheer scale dhily across Québec, with arecorgressure of a new Common Fronstudent with a sound bomb, and
the mobilization. and enormous mobilization of overand general political strike. Theare now arresting large humbers
Inalesson of the power of unitytwo hundred and fifty thousandpeople‘s options are also veryof protestors at demos.
and militancy, the four main protestors on March 22. Anotherdifficult, but there is no otherway We call for labour, student,
Québec student union centralsnassive actionis planned on Eartfiorward than a united fightback.community and progressive
have set aside their differences tday under the slogan “for aOnthe otherhand, asthe left-wingorganizations to send messages of
combatatuition increase of $1625Québécois spring!” political party Québec Solidaire support to the Quebec students,
over five years. The students have The Central Committee of the said just this week, we can make and for emergency solidarity
also been clear that their campaig@ommunist Party of Canada givesharp break with the programmeactions to be held across the county
is part of the broad struggle againsour full solidarity and support to of the monopoly corporations andto break the silence in English-
austerity measures and about this magnificent struggle, to thewin a people‘s agenda includingspeaking Canada about this
rojet social for a different and student organizations, and thehe elimination of tuition fees.  incredible people’s movement!
Québec have been confronting th ettersocie_ty with accessible angbeople of Québec. In the critical The students are now _ente_ring We repeat our Iong-_standing
Charest Liberal government’s?ree education. Iabo_ur and people's flght-backthe e_Ieventh _Week of their strike,demand for free ed_u<_:at|on_ from
attack on accessible education wit Over three hundred thogsanchgamst the corporate antl-peoplqan mcrea.smgly tough andcradle to grave, a I|V|ng stipend
a magnificent and historic Studenr%tu_dents have engaged in I|m|tedag_en<ja qf budget cut backs andnportant juncture. To detractfor students, the abolishment of
strike that has rocked the provincetsmke action, and close to twoprivatization, attack; on Iapoursohdanty, medla coverage of,thestudent ert and replace.ment of
The student strike has been marke@undred thousand studen_ts arenlqns,therlghttostrlke,pensmnsstudent strlke_out5|de of Québedoans with grants, the right of
urrently out of class and in theenvironmental destruction, etc.has been limited and has madstudentsto organize autonomously

For free education
and a general

political strike!

Resolution adopted by the
Central Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, April 15, 2012

Since early February, college
and university students acros{

Revolutionary
Greetings From the

Onward to A United Struggle for a
World Free of Exploitation and Greed

A United Struggle in defense of
humanity and the planet

A United Struggle for Socialism

May Day greetings
in solidarity
with Canada’s
working people
in our struggle
for a better life!

AUUC Toronto Branch

Toronto Association
for Peace and

Solidarity

(Canadian Peace Congress)
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Solidanity with the Peoples
of Syria and Iran!

No to Imperialist War!

tap@canadianpeacecongress.ca

across the country, the Québegreat efforts to focus on a handfulwithout interference, rolling back

students directly are on the front-of altercations involving the privatization by restoring and

line. protestors. In reality, it is the expanding all public funds to
Our Party fully endorses thenotoriously violent Sureté dueducation, and the de-

slogan “Just one minute longer’Québec (and other security forceshnilitarization of research and

adopted by the National Executivethat are repeatedly tear gassingevelopmente

ofthe Communist Party of Québec

(PCQ), calling upon the students

to bravely continue to hold out anc R L .
stay united against the Charest * BUIHIE I‘lh
Liberals. We also support the i .

proposal of the PCQ"s newspaper
Clarté, that the trade union
movementthrowit's active suppor

breetings

t

behind this struggle and conveng ‘1 : l] s i s
an Estates General of progressive ) e ¥ i E“ ﬂ‘l 2“1_}
forces againstthe Charest Liberals, = | e ap " X
with labour the core, to formulate Y ot g frﬂﬂl
the way forward with a general ) gl
political strike. Iy n 1

T.he Québec government, big 4 f I"Fﬂp Fﬂ]'“ﬂ['ﬂ DFEIE"
business and rightwing forces & g ey sy pist co-uperative and Print

(with the collusion of the top-level
of many university
administrations) have attempte
to break the student strike throug
police brutality, court challenges,
unilateral decrees, an expensive
media blitz of mis-information, and
an anti-democratic strategy of . -
standing “tough” and refusing to Peace and SOIII dar]ty
seriously negotiate with the T /
students. iy A
But the Charest Liberal \
governmenthas not succeeded arlgHands off Syrial
have instead lost the broad support e
of the people of Québec. The final g
report of the Charbonneau
Commission (examining links
between the constructionindustry
politicians, and organized crime)
is inevitably around the corner.
Despite all their bluster, the
Charest Liberal's are in an
increasingly precarious position.
It is essential that Québec labou
step-up now, amplifying the moral

a unionized worker co-op
leapfwd@sympatico.ca

o i

£ 7
+ == Hands off Iran!

Canada Out of NATO!
For an Independent Foreion Policy of Peace!
Canadian Peace Congress

www.canadianpeacecongress.ca

Solidarity Greetings on the
occasion of May 1, 2012
to workers in Canada
and across the world.

Society &ff Union (SSU)
Toronto, Onario
(Saff employees working for
the Society of Energy Professionals)
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First Nations Chiefs “deeply disturbed”
by environment al review changes

The B.C.-based First NationsElimination of Racial Discrim-
Leadership Council has issued annation emphasized the need fo
open letter to Natural ResourcesCanada to include Indigenous
Minister Joe Oliver, condemning peoples in decision making,
the Harper government’'s “Res recommending that Canads ==
ponsible Resource Developmentimplementin good faith the right : M
Plan”. Announced on April 17, the to consultation and to free, prio

policy gives the federalgovernmenaind informed consent of : D'Hnocrac" -

sweeping powers to fast-trackAboriginal peopleswheneverthei & A= UR =

projects at the demand of resourceights may be affected by projects ; i " i sAVING FUTURE

monopolies. carried out on their lands, as se : - : . ' SHORES FOR |ONS
The Open Letter reads: forthininternational standards and ! = ¢ . GE NERAT

We are writing with respect to the State party’s legislation.”
your government’'s shocking Further, the United Nations
announcement to completely guDeclaration on the Rights of|
the environmental assessmenindigenous Peoples sets out i
process. We are gravely concernedrticle 26(1) that “Indigenous
with this announcement topeopleshave the righttothe landg
eviscerate the process forterritories and resources whic
environmental review on resourcehey have traditionally owned,
development projects after theoccupied, or otherwise used o
changes lay waste to the credibilityacquired.” We fully expect Canada
ofthe process. These environmentdb uphold its commitment to this
laws and the associated process@siportant international doctrine.
do not replace the judicially- We remind you that the Crown
recognized and constitutionally-cannot legislate itself out of its
protected Aboriginal Title, Rights dutiesto consultand accommodate ) _ - T _ ) )
and Treaty Rights but there areFirst Nations. With upcoming This March 26 rally against t_he Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline project, orgz_inlzed in
vital parts of the Crown’s projectsthatrequire further reviewVancouver by the Heiltsuk Nation, drew a crowd of some 2000 people. (Photo: K. Cariou)
relationship with First Nations. such as Taseko Mines Ltd’s
Fundamental changes to therosperity Mine, expansion of theboth the provincial and federalthe First Nations LeadershipEdward John, Chief Douglas
environmental assessment procedsinder-Morgan pipeline, governments to categoricallyCouncil to further discuss how White Il Kwulasultun, and Dan
and other environmental protectiorEnbridge Northern Gatewayerode the approval process fothese proposed changes to th8&mith; on behalf of the Union of
laws can only be undertaken withProject as well as other resourcenvironmental projects in favourenvironmental assessment proce$3C Indian Chiefs by Grand Chief
meaningful consultation with First development projects, the Federabf industry and in complete and otherenvironmental protectionrStewart Phillip, Chief Bob
Nations. We urge the federalgovernment must engage in goodlisrespectfor Aboriginal Title and laws willimpact onthe Aboriginal Chamberlin, and Chief Marilyn
governmental to work with First faith and meaningfully consultwith Rights and Treaty Rights. Title, Rights and Treaty Rights of Baptiste; and on behalf of the BC
Nations to improve environmentalFirst Nations. Removing or Again, we are deeply disturbedFirst Nations in BC. Assembly of First Nations by
protections rather then weaken therweakening environmental reviewsby these developments and we Signed on behalf of the FirstRegional Chief Jody Wilson-
with the reduction of assessmentor projects will only result in urgently request a meeting withNations Summit by Grand ChiefRayboulde
timelines and the reduction ofgreateruncertainty and heightened
required organizations responsibleonflict on the land.
for such reviews. We are keenly aware that the

First Nations have legal andBritish Columbia government is The ENG prOI.eCt: a Critical

constitutionally protected rights simultaneously working to create
and responsibilities to protect theirregulations to exempt some so-
traditional territories and all that called “low-risk activities” from Struggle for the fu ture
this encompasses, and are ndhe requirement to hold a Mines
merely stakeholders in resourcéAct permit. The regulatory change -
development projects. Bothto the Mines Act were set out insgrotweaégﬁggltlggrﬁ?nﬁﬁé%d industry projects. including: the need for asustainable,
domestic and international lawBill 19, which was introduced on C)(/)mmunist Partv of ’ Environmental experts warn of conservation-based economy rather
recognize the importance ofNovember 14th and rushed anada. April 14y_15 2012 the strong potential for than expanded exports of crude oil
Indigenous Peoples’ relationshipthrough the House to receive RoyaF » AP ’ catastrophic damage along thend other raw materials; full respect
to resources and all activities thatAssenton November 24th, thelast The stakes are huge in thel177-kilometre corridor, which fortheinherentrights of First Nations
take place on our traditionalday thatthe Legislative Assemblystruggle over the proposedwould export bitumen in one over their traditional territories and
territories. satin 2011. We wish to putyou onEnbridge Northern Gateway pipeline, across some 1,000riversiesources; and democratic public

A recent report by the United notice that we are monitoring the(ENG) pipeline project, which streams and bodies of water, tmwnership ofthe energyindustry, as
Nations Committee on thedovetailing approaches taken bythreatens both the inherent rightsupertankers inthe narrow Douglashe material basisto rebuild Canada’s
of First Nations over their Channel, one of the most fragileindustrial and manufacturing sector
traditional territories, and the areas of the west coast... and to create jobs...

natural environment in northern  We strongly oppose the policy We urge the labour and

GTﬁ qut CIub’ CPC British Columbia and along the of exporting unprocessed rawdemocratic movements to build

west coastof Canada. The hearingsaterials, which strengthens U.Ssolidarity with the Aboriginal

_"".f_iEHrJ: MNatian

ENG pipeline and other energyPlan, based onseveralkey principles,

° ° ° of the Joint Review Panel on theimperialism and its Canadianpeoples and environmentalists
Extends |tS SOIldarlty ENG have become ahistoric clasltronies, but drives another nailagainstthis dangerous project, and
. of diametrically opposing views. into the coffin of Canada’s tounite around agenuine people’s

to WOI‘kIn Peo Ie Onthe one hand, the transnationaleclining domestic industrial andalternative plan for economic
g p energy monopolies are pushing tsecondary manufacturing base. development, based on people’s

expand the export of raw materialsinstead, the Communist Party ofneeds and the environment, not

On May Day On the other hand, a broadCanada calls for a People’s Energgorporate greecds

coalition of Aboriginal peoples,
environmentalists, progressive
activists, working people, and ever|

elements of the businesg
community seek to protect the
environment, and to create jobs
through the processing of raw

materials in Canada.

This meeting of the Central G}’E‘,@t{/iflgé/
Committee of the Communist
[ Party of Canada extends our ful

solidarity to the courageous Frﬂ-m thE
movement which is working

. ! ! . . ré \ 1I|
To People Is Voice readers and tirelessly to block the ENG project, Erll:: Bi&ll’ E.q :._-'!\f’
-"--n.n--—'-11

and we condemn the Harper Tory

' t's blatant att ts t
to working people everywhere! manipulate the Joint Panel Reviev Club, CPC

hearings. Determined to ram N h ¢ ;R

. ° through this pipeline, the Tories in Niagara, home o i T
Belogiannis Club CPC || Ioug, s pipeine, e Tores ki e 7
environmental review processes arriet fubman
which could pose obstacles to the
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"Time for a united fightback strategy"

Special to PV

As global capitalism continues
to flounder, the attraction of radical
alternatives appears to be rising
Meeting in Toronto over the April
14-15 weekend, the Centralf
Committee of the Communistf
Party of Canada analyzed thid
important development, and ho
to help strengthen the working
class movements. Elected fro
across Canada at the Party’s 36t
Convention in 2010, the 20-
member CC meets twice yearly.

One indication of change has
been the wave of mass politica
strikes by workers in Greece,
Portugal, and ltaly, but also in
India and other countries wherg
angerisrising againstthe so-calle
“austerity reforms” imposed by
pro-business governments.

In North America, the upsurgefl
in labour resistance was sharpe
in Wisconsin, where huge masd
protests were followed with a
campaign to recall far-right

malnutrition and hunger.

Most alarming, says the CC
Report, is “the stepped-up drive
for militarization and war, and the
incessant saber-rattling by the main
imperialist powers - including
Canada - for foreign aggression
against both Syria and Iran.”

“The drive to war is an inherent
feature of capitalism in its
imperialist stage,” the Report
notes, as rival imperialist powers
struggle to increase domination
over markets, seize natural
resources, and re-divide the
world.”

But this “impulse to
aggression” has been intensified
by the prolonged economic crisis,
since militarism is one way in
which capitalism seeks to shed
“excess capacity” and resuscitate
stagnant economies. The ruling
classes are whipping up war
hysteria, aiming to distract

8 working people from their class-

Toronto communists on the march... (PV file photo: Ed Bil) based grievances against the

dominant“1%”. The campaign to

Republican governor Scottcapitalist governments to driverights and to stop the Enbridgebuild our Party, the YCL and our launch new wars is also being
Walker. Then lastfall, the Occupydown the price of labour-power Northern Gateway pipeline projectpress in the process.” carried out under the pretext of
movement emerged to challengehrough savage wage cutsare alsowelcome signs of popular Looking at the international the “responsibility to protect”
the domination of increasing the resistance tothe corporate agendaituation, the CC meeting warnedR2P) civilian lives.
the corporations intensity of labour But the meeting also noted thathat today “all three imperialist  In this dangerous situation, the
on a continental ("speed-up’), unlike in some countries, theblocs are mired in a protractedCC stressed, “it is vital that every
scale. pension and other leadership of the main trade unioreconomic crisis of great effort be made to rally the peace
Just as benefit take- body in Canada is doing little to magnitude.” The ruthless austeritymovement across Canada and
significant, left backs, and the help mobilize a concertedmeasures dictated by big capitainternationally to stave off
and communist gutting of public fightback. Over the past severahre driving down wages, cuttingimperialist aggression, and to
alternatives are services, has in years, the Communist Party angpensions, wiping out socialsupport a peaceful, political
gaining voter turn spawned leftlabouractivists have urgedtheprograms, and spreadingsolution of the Syrian conflicté
supportin some countries. As theggrowing labour and popular CLC and its affiliates to convene
Main Report adopted by the CCresistance and fightback.” an emergency meeting of the trade
meeting says, “These strugglesin In Canada, the CC memberainions and key social forces to put C = I
turn have radicalized political pointed to several powerfultogether such a united strategy, OmmunlStS S am
thinking, weakened the grip of expressions of this fightback: thebut the Georgettileadership has so I - I
social democratic and reformistQuebec students’ mass strike fofar refused to take any such y b dg
illusions among workers, andaccess to post-secondarynitiative. aUSter’t u ets
increased support for theeducation;the battleofBCteachers The Communist Party will _ _ . L
Communistand revolutionary left against the Liberal government'scontinue to press for an _ Coming shortly after the Ontario and federal “austerity” budgets
forces in these countries.” In“net-zero” mandate; and the effortsorientation towards mass labour Presented in late March, the Communist Party's April 14-14 Central
Greece, the PASOK (socialof the Ontario Federation ofand democratic resistance. With Committee meeting concluded that these documents express the
democratic) party is down to about_abour to build a broad commonits next Central Convention now ' 10ng-térm strategic offensive of monopoly capital.” .
15% in the polls, while supportfront of the organized working set for April 2013, the Party will _Despite the Harper government's attempts to “soft-pedal” its
for the KKE (Communists) and class and its allies. The move tdocus on “identifying and helping funding cuts, the Reportwarns that the impact of slashing $5.2 billion
the left in general has risen tohold united May Day events into overcome the weaknessesin Program spending (a 6.9% reduction, or actually more than 10%
nearly that level. Support is alsoseveral major cities this year iswhich are inhibiting a more overthree yearswhen inflation is taken into account) will be substantial.
growing for the Left Front in another important advance powerful and dynamic resistance | "€ 10sses will notbe the 19,200 job cuts claimed by the government,
France (which includes the PCF)Movements to block the Harpermovement among broad labour Put more likely 50-60,000 jobs in total, when the earlier “program

for the Communist-led United government's attack on pensiorand people’s movements, and to€VieW’ cuts and the loss of spin-off jobs are taken fully into account,
Left (IU) in Spain, and for the atatime whenthe real unemploymentrate is well over 10% (and more

Communist Party of the Russian than 20% for young people). _ _ _
Federation. M D G . ol These reductions will affect numerous frontline services, covering
These developments, the Repo ay vay reetlngs to everything from employment counsellors to food inspectors. Over

5,500 Public Service Alliance of Canada members in 22 federal

notes, are linked to the downwarg the WOFking class of ! e -
government departments have already received termination notices.

spiral of the imperialist system.] Canada

Despite frantic efforts to stabilize
their economies since the outbrea

National Executive Committee of

More than 1,500 scientists, veterinarians, engineers, medical doctors
and other staff represented by the Professional Institute of the Public

Service of Canada also received notices.
The effect of the budget will fall most heavily on programs and
services which the Tories want to target for political and ideological

ofthe crisisin 2008, most capitalis the Parti Communiste du Québec
countries still face persistently high

unemployment and low growth .
rates. Prolétaires de tous les pays,

As the Report says, “The| Peuples et nations opprimes,

political-economic offensive | Unissez-vous!
launched by monopoly and

effecton lowincome earners with the least ability to protect themselves;
noted that if the government’s real intent was to achieve a balanced
corporate hand-outs, and by increasing public revenues by reversing
MAY DAY G RE ETlN G S pf Ioomi_ng “economic r_neltdov_vn’ on the scale of Greece anq Spgin
if they fail to curb spending, while at the same time down-playing this
Flaherty budgetis a skilfully cynical and dishonest piece of work, one
The Central Committee agreed to organize a public campaign by
include a range of materials calling for radical policy changes, and

reasons, such as the environment, aboriginal affairs, the CBC, and so
many will be forced to stay longer in the workforce.
Unite for peace, jObS, equality and democraCY! budget by 2015, “this could have been achieved in other ways, such
the massive cuts in corporate and wealth taxes.”
vicious budget as ‘cautious’ and ‘moderate’ (swiftly and uncritically
Central Committee’ which fits neatly into... monopoly’s long-term strategic objectives,
CommuniSt Party Of Canada the Party this fall, around the general theme of progressive alternatives
WWW.CommuniSt-party.Ca presenting the Communist Party as the most consistent force for

on. The changes to the pension system will have the most negative
In condemning this vicious austerity budget, the Central Committee
° as by cutting swollen military/security expenditures, by reducing
Defeat the Harper Tories!

But in fact, the CC said, “the Tories have used crude scare tactics
parroted by the mainstream corporate press). In this respect, the
especially with respect to the role of the Canadian State.”
to the corporate austerity agenda. The six-week campaign will
fundamental change in Canaea.
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Student s-labour-environment alists

unite for “Quebec S pring”

against an attack on bursariesof tuition fees, and how to work Scandals & victories methods of the police were evident.
Charest waited two years, and themwith other forces). ASSE decided Rallies were suddenly gassed,
announced an increase of $500 itto push for the creation of aunited A major corruption scandal protestors pepper sprayed. Student
preésentation given by tuition fees. There wereimmediateeft front againstausterity, the Red(linking the mafia with the Francis Grenier lost sight in his
Marianne, leader of the YCL calls _ma_de by the left st.UQentHand coalition. . go_ve_rnment) has also beerright eye Whgn riot police fired a
in Quebec, to YCL student organizationASSEforanunlimited The  Charest  Liberals building. For over a year, thesoundbomb into his face atanon-
activists. generz_il strike (like today, wherear_mounce_d|n_2010thetumon fee<Charest government refused to/|olentp|c_ket.Gremerwas play_mg
there is no end date set for thavill again increase, by anlaunch a public inquiry. The aharmonica. There are sometimes
APRIL 24 - After almost eighty mobilization other than victory). unspecified amount. A series ofresulting Charbonneau 500 arrests in a weekend.
days of protest, the Québec student Unfortunately, because of a lackdemonstrations were made withCommission will hear witnesses The government is also using
strikeisenteringarecord 11 weeksof unity and a low level of the studentmovement, labour anéh June, but the RCMP are nottribunals with injunction powers,
After 250,000 students and theipreparation, the strike did notcommunity organisations underthecooperating with the commission.forcing the students to return to
allies from community and labour succeed, although a large three-dalged Hand Coalition’s banner. Plus, a huge mobilisationclass. But the injunctions have
groups flooded downtown striketookplace onmanycampuses. Their rallying cry was not just against Hydraulic Fracking failed because of the amazing
Montreal with ariver of people on  This taughtanimportantlessonagainst the fee increase, but morispiringly succeeded in reversingactions by the students and teachers
March 22, another enormousto the Québec student movementargely against austerity measureshe government's position. - occupying offices and shutting
demonstration was held on Eartlparticularly  the  ASSE. in the Charest budget - such as a In this context, the Communistdown university buildings.
Day, April 22. Recognizing their mistake, theregressive flat tax for health careParty of Québec (and other left The teachers have been key
Close to 300,000 people were irprogressive and left students wenof several hundred dollars.voices) have begun calling for aplayers in this movement -
the street -  students,back to work knowing that this Electricity costs for working general social strike to make arespecting the students in their
environmentalists, labour activistswas just the first round of a muchfamilies and sales taxes have alssharp break with the currentstrike and challenging the
and others from diverselarger battle. been jacked-up. direction and win a people‘s university administration, and
backgrounds. The rally, linked Every month, statements werealternative agenda. creating Teachers Against Fee
explicitlywiththestudentstruggle,FECQ FEUQ, ASSE spread on campus calling for an While the student strike isIncreases. The teachers have
showed the unprecedented mounting ' ' unlimited general strike, whateversupported by most Québecers, thereonstantly worked in the media
publicangeragainstwiththe Charest For those who don’t know the the actual increase. An importanhas been a polarization of opinionand strongly encouraged “yes”
Liberals and strong support for pro-Québec student movement, theragitational role was played byThe far right-wing is more brazen.strike votes on campus. Some
people and pro-nature policiesand are three major national studentegularly published newspapersOn April 12, high-level bureaucrat teachers have even been arrested

By Marianne Breton
Fontaine and Johan
Boyden, based on a

“Québec spring.” union centrals. The FECQ and theoroduced by the national Québe®ernard Guay published an articlédy the police on the picket lines.
FEUQ are the largest and alwaystudent unions. on the Québec city-base8un Finally, the governmentagreed
I\/Iaking History work together. They are somewhat A year ago, nobody thoughtnewspaper website calling for theto talk with the students - but not

oriented towards lobbying andthat the very elitist McGill use of “fascist tactics” against theon the question of fee increases!
The Québec student strike isparliamentary strategies; wherea$Jniversity could go on strike. students andthe left. Earlier, arightThe government will only discuss
one of the longest student protestthe ASSE, smaller but much moreToday, McGill students (and otherwing (and Islamophobic) mayor of the administration of public funds
in North American history and hasactive, is oriented towards actiongampuses that are usually removeHérouxville called on drivers to within the university (apparently
seen some of the biggestn the street. from the broader studentrun over students blocking trafficcovered by an old law that the
mobilizations in Canadian history.  As the strike votes were justmovement) are in the middle ofand to deploy the military againstministry never implemented).
Toachieve thismagnificentlevelbeginning to be organized, thethe action. At McGill the strike of students. Minister of Education Line
of resistance, the Québec studemASSE decided to unite with aPSAC-affiliated campustechnical The government, on the otheBeauchampalsorefusedtomeetwith
movement has had to work on themumber  of  independentsupport staff reinforced the hand, has mocked the student strikéhe CLASSE because they do not
“ground-level” of their campuses, (unaffiliated) student unions for solidarity between workers andForexample, while a police riottookopenly condemn violence. The
convincing their members of thethe time of the struggle. Thisstudents, as well as the student$lace outside the Palais des congréSLASSE, however, did not play the
importance of accessible educationCLASSE coalition currently class consciousness. de Montréal against a tent camp oflame, passing aresolution “defending
but also beyond their campusesiepresents 47% of the strikers. Mobilisation is never easy, butAboriginal people and protestingthe principle of civil disobedience
reaching out to larger forces inThese two poles of organisationt works! students (who were opposing thd...] condemning deliberate physical
society and building unity. have a long standing history of Allthis organizing has also beenpromotion of a major corporateviolence against persons except in
What we are seeing today is theconflict, but as we see today -done in a special context of theresource extractionprojectinnortherrself-defense [...] and condemning
result of many years of hard workwhen they are together, they havglobal economic crisis and aQuébec called Plan Nord) Charespolice and institutional systemic

and some painful lessonsachieved amazing mobilisations. political crisis in Québec. joked inside that the students jusviolence, including discriminationin

especially over the last five years. Québec unemployment haswanted to get in to get jobs. access to education as socio-
In 2007, after several years ofRad Hand Coalition spiked with 25,700 job losses in economic criteria, injunctions

tuition freezes won through student January alone. Employment feIIB"nd in one eye... harassing the right to strike, and

pressure, the Charest Liberals After 2007 the ASSE made aby 2% in seven months following freedom from association,

increased fees. The most recenengthy two-year reflection andMay 2011. (To put this number Before the student strike thehumiliation,intimidation, and violent

student mobilization was in 2005, internal debate on the question ofnto  context, ~ Canadian government also announced th&epression by the security forces and

when 200,000 students hit thestrategy (including about how toemployment fell by 2.5% in the formation of a special police unit - government[...]"

streets in a record united effortplace the question of eliminationnine months following the Octoberclearly anti-communist, anti- Begrudgingly, the Minister has
2008 economic crisis). Official democratic, and anti-student -Started negotiations with all three

youth unemployment is 13-16against anarchist and marginaftudent groups.

Solidarity Against AUSIEritY  oercent in Québec cities, +20groups or GAMMA.

W percent in the Saguenay. By February the violent Support needed
: 5 - @ M) The Young Communist League
e of Québec and the Communist

ﬁﬁj May Day Greetings to a“ Party of Québec are both calling

for the students to stand strong,

" | from the CPC (Ontario) | iy i ™

=honsy Québec now needs solidarity.
= 1| Unite and Fight to Defeafusterity! | The Charest government
___J.Jﬁﬂ ! continually justifies the tuition

i B increase by pointing to English-

2 ST Jobs, Not Bombs! speaking Canada‘s higher fees.

Québec students, they say, are cry
Build the Common Front! babies. We must show English-
speaking Canadian students do not
agree. Proposals and draft
resolutions are at
www.RebelYouth -

Magazine.blogspot.com
M AY DAY 201 2 Lastly, we must to break the
silence about the Québec student
strike, which shows that with hard

Gl‘eetings from the work, an escalating plan of

- mobilization, and brave leadership
- the people will fight. Spreading
Fr’ends Of the KKE the information about the Québec
strike is therefore calling to begin
Toronto

such a broad and united
mobilisation inthe rest of Canada!

=
S

TAKE TO THE
STREETS TO
STOP THE CUTS

Pnalie be (aEn e dewwiown reijy & menzi® Takn acrisn i8 peer noighhoorhaad or af your werkplacef
Wisli i Enlidariiy Kpainsi Fesieriis welmiie for bfeas.

WWW.MAYDAYOTTAWA.CA @MAYDAYOTTAWA
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Our Generation’ s Quiet Awakening must be Green and Red

by Climate Justice Ottawa
and the Canadian Youth
Climate Coalition, and
Climate Justice Montreal

inspiring Quebec
movement will todayApril 22 -

studentbefore people and the planet.

Editor] weave its way through quiet awakening.

Montreal’s Earth Day rally, mixing
red and green,
merging
demands for a
freeze on tuition
with respectforthe
earth and those
most impacted by

its

other
Voices. ..

terrifying

Lawrence into an oil pumping site.must

a warning our bomb.
economic modelis

on a very tight deadline.

environment. Let workers andalsothe modelthatwill turnthe St.education in Quebec and acrosstronger whenitis united. When it
students deal with the economyLawrence valley into anindustrial Canada.
But a new mentality tells us this isshale gas experiment. That will
the same fight, because the crisemirn the north of Quebec into aurgency to all these demandscology. When it is green as well
of the climate and the economymining and forestry sacrifice zone.for social,
The creative, courageous anchave the same root: putting profitsThat will turn the gulf of St. ecological justice - because we During POWERSHIFT 2012
carbonsthis October 26 to 29, thousands
This must be our generation’sAnd that will turn the province emissions rapidly, time is short.of youth from across the country
into an eastward launching pad ofClimate change must be thewill converge in Ottawa to force
If students squarely inthe red isthe Alberta tar sands, a carborspark to remake our economythese issues onto the national
agenda, to fight for a clean energy
Science tells us that this modelThe values of our new socialfuture that is socially and
failing them, then of business as usual - of perpetuahovements - solidarity over economically just. If the spiritand
climate changeisa growth and greed, of constantindividualism, reciprocity over power of Quebec’s spring
expansion and extraction - ishierarchy, cooperation overblossoms, and spreads across
expression - the spilling so much carbon into thecompetition - should orient our Canada, we can achieve it.
ultimate red alert - atmosphere that it will ensurevisionforacleanenergyeconomy. www.facebook.com/

economic and as red.

reduce our

climate change. Let their meetingthat the economy is failing thecataclysmic climate change. ItThis is a movement that will be powershiftcanad®
not remain accidental, but deeperarth. This economic model thatinsists we find alternatives.

and flourish.

solitudes are as important to

celebrates greed above all else is Thereal solutions to the climate

Our country has always beemot just making educationcrisis will come in creating an
divided by solitudes of nation, inaccessible, but it will make oureconomy that serves everyone an
religion, and language, but no twoplanet uninhabitable.

our ecology: closing deepening &+
It says to us: each person foiinequalities; funding a strong

overcome today as this: the fighthimself;, make the studentspublic sphere that includes mas
againstan unjusteconomy and thehoulder the burden; and let peopl@ublic transit and free education

fight against climate change.

our battles separately: Let

stricken the world-over by climate creating good, green jobs for

It has never been more urgenthange-induced droughts, stormsyoung people that decreassg
to make the connection. The oldflooding and crop-failures suffer dependence on fossil fuels; ang
mentality may have told us to fighttheir fate.

restraining the reckless power o

The neoliberal economic modelcorporations and banks that profi

environmentalists deal with thethat commercializes education isoff the privatization of our schools

s

.

~

Greetings to the workers of the world!

Congratulations to the People’s Voice and the
communist press in Canada for 90 years of
building unity and action, for peace, democracy

and socialism!
-*f*‘")
-

-

Manitoba Committee, =",
</

Communist Party of Canada

“The Communist Party of Chile,
celebrating its 100th anniversary,
salutes the international
workers day and
workers’ struggles

in the world.”

and the pollution of the planet.
We need to end the reign of oil
in Ottawa, and its influence in
Quebec city. The federal
government now hands-out $1.4
billion ayearto the world’s richest
and most polluting oil companies,
when such a hand-out to student
could begin a system of freg

MAY DAY GREETINGS
to working people in British Columbia

Unite to win progressive change!
Reversethe Liberal corporate tax cuts- Demand adequate funding

for health care, public education and social ppgrams!

B.C. Provincial Committee, Communist Paty of Canada

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
604-254-9836 cpinfo.bc@gmail.com

MAY DAY
GREETINGS!

Defend the
rights of
immigrant
workers!

Lower Fraser Club,
Communist Party

of Canada imfoiectatoronto.ca

Celebrating Cuba’s 54 years defending its
independence fom US colonialism

Canadian-Cuban Friendship Assn. Toronto
Celebrating friendship between
Canadians and Cubans since 1977

PO Box 99051 -1 24 5Dupont St Toronto ON MGH 2ZAD

Greetings

WWRH.OU I'n Loron fo.c:a

WORKERS OF THE
WORLD UNITE!

MAY DAY 2012
Burnaby Club, CPC

“Peace, Jobs,
Socialism”

Elgin "Scotty” Neish
Club, CPC

Victoria, BC

Salute to

workers
on May

Day 2012!

Nanaimo
Club CPC

Working class
solidarity with
Rl youth & students!
i
at

Vancouver East Club, CPC
604-255-2041

finds solutions simultaneously to
Climate change adds greathe crises of the economy and
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Coup feared as Greece veers toward collap se

By Petros Papakonstantinou, but when gnd how and what thewith chemical weapons, arrests arm\/hich the party does par_liamentaryhe country. _
Granma International News, outcome will be. prose_cutlons_ofmmorsonthe basisvork and the tra_de unions carry Regardless of strategic
Havana, April 11, 2012 ~ Five years after the fall of the of anti-terrorist laws, governmentout an economic struggle .fordlsagreements, the forces on the
’ ' first domino - the U.S. real estatestatements about the possibility ofrowth. Another type of politics left must create a broad alliance to
Inaninterview published in the market - itis abundantly clear thattanks protecting banks... What els®n the left has become a necessitglefend democratic rights, creating
French newspapekiberacion global capitalism is experiencingis this, if not a steady drift toward focused on policy and on thethe necessary mechanisms
March 3, 81-year-old Michel anunprecedented structural crisisauthoritarianism? struggle at a national level to solvgcounter information, organization
Rocard, Prime Minster during with noresolutioninsight. Forthe Capitalism’s developmentfrom social problems, - not in the sens@nd security of struggles, enemy
Francois Miterrand’s admin- first time in its history, there is no “creative  destruction” to of a guerrilla movement, but yes,vigilance and popular self-defense,
istration, declared, “My positive idea to offer the popular“disastrous evolution” underminesgiving the idea of having a plan foretc.) to support the level of popular
conclusion is that the inequitableclasses, no wellbeing produced byraditional reformist politics, that government power, for the struggle, solidarity and morale in
developments will lead to a civil a“New Deal” or national greatnessis the two-pronged strategy inpopular, democratic renovation ofthe coming battles
war. This implies important asproposed by Fascism, orthe 3
questions for Greece. How caryear consumerist society of the
elections be held in this“glorious” postwar era, not even
environment? How can anyone‘popular” capitalism with easy
governtelling the people that theycredit and benefits. This is the
must give up 25% of their salaryhigh point of neo-liberalism. The| %
over the next 10 years in order tanly thing promised is a terrifying
pay the debt? No one talks aboutightmare of “internal
this, but the only way to get out ofdevaluation” in which the Frenchi., ‘
the problem in Greece is throughbecome Greeks and Greek{Ssss
military rule.” become Bulgarians and Greek
Three days later, the Spani&h Chinese.
Pais published an article by Inthiscontext, the system’slas ORGANIZE P
sociologist Ignacio Sotelo aboutgreat idea, the battle which COUNTERETTACKIIT. v -
the Greek crisis which arrived atremains, is that of fear. The onl i b
the following conclusion, “The struggle permitted is one again
danger exists that democracy coulgour neighbour, for survival, in a &

be destroyed by a developingworld where people become,, S " - .
process approaching sociahvolves.SuchasocialenvironmentMemberSOfpf‘ME(Gr‘?,ekAufworkers M|I|tan'tlFr_ont" occupied the Acropolis in Athens last year
to protest the "austerity" cuts imposed by the "troika".

revolution. The radicalization thatas Hobbs foresaw in the Leviathan,
this process could imply would generates legitimacy for a newtype
not be tolerated by the upperof totalitarianism, especially if o 0 o /
classes in Greece and most likelyworking class uprisings take on UK Coalltlon tO rOb pOOI‘ kldS meals
not by their European associateshe desperation of Los Angeles or
either. This obliges themto justify an Iron Heel, terrorizing the petty ~ Cutsto Britain's welfare system system could mean that hundred#o get more people into jobs as that
some form of military bourgeoisie, in a climate ofcould leave over 350,0000fthousands of families could beis the surestway of cutting poverty.
intervention.” anarchy, real or manufactured. impoverished childrenwithoutfreeleft with lower entitlements. The reforms mean we will have to
Several British media have The negative forecasts areschool meals, a leading charity Such decisions risked creatingthink hard about the best way to
expressed sentiments along theseccumulating. TheObserver warned on April 19. a “cliff edge” with parents having decide whois eligible for free school
same lines, “Fears of army coup aseported that some of Britain’'s An analysis by the Children’s to slash their working hours ormeals sothey continue to be targeted
Greece hits meltdown,” accordingmost important construction Society found that 2.2 million take apay cutto keep their benefitsat those who need them the most.”
to theDaily Express. companies, possibly in Englishschoolchildren live below it warned. But Child Poverty Action
We should not underestimatecollaboration with the police andthe poverty line, with more than  Children’s Society’s Campaign Group parliamentary and policy
the seriousness of these statements|15 secret services have formed..2 million currently missing out for Childhood director Elaine officer Tim Nichols said the
mistaking them as exaggerateda semi-state gang organization t@n the dinners which are linked toHindal condemned the governmentshould be investingin
Despite the social horror beingpursue left-wing workers and tradelow-income benefits. If a proposedgovernment’s “policy failure” but an extension of free school meals.
proposed and the enormoudinionists they have included on aarnings threshold of £7,500 wasaid it has an opportunity to “The evidence base shows that
difficulties, the lack of continuity “black list,” to make it difficult for introduced for free school mealsincrease the availability of freethe more kids that qualify, the
and leadership within the popularthem to find work. Governments 120,000 families in England - school meals to all low-income greater the benefits for improving
movement (which cannot beof non-elected “technocrats”around 350,000 school-ageworking families. classroom concentration,
derailed by the elections, aappointed by Berlin, the abolition children in total - would lose out.  “We have shown that there arégmproving child health and easing
hopeless quagmire), a sociabfunioncontracts-somethingeven Government plans for a systenditerally hundreds of thousands ofincome poverty,” he said.
explosion is not inevitable. Thethe Military Junta did not do - of universal credit to replace thechildren living below the poverty ~ “There are clear social benefits
question is not if it will happen, attacks on peaceful demonstratorsurrent benefits and tax creditdine who aren’tgetting a free schoolwith good reason to believe there
meal,” she said. “There is nowillbelong-termeconomic benefits
h reasonable defence for this policytoo. It's one of those win-win

FOR A UN’TED, Ha Ppy failure.” investments that the government

She called for all children living really just needs to get on with. We

M’L'TANT & M ay Day! in poverty in England to be entitledcannot seriously expectalong-term

= e

| to a free meal by October. solution to getting rid of the deficit
MASS STRUGGLE KOREAN Children’s Minister Sarah ifthe government doesn’t have the
; | FRIENDSHIP Teather claimed the governmentonfidence to give the green light
/ |  Cellule Beloyannis, Montréal remained “totally committed to to policies like this when all the
i ’H\ y ) ASSOCIATION continuing to provide free schoolevidence so clearly stacks up onthe

meals to children from the pooresside of taking action.”
families. We are reformingwelfare  (Morning Star)e

www.korea-dpr.com

Association of Gieek-Canadian
Veterans of the

“~"| May Day Greetings

290 Danforth Avenue,
Toronto, Ont., M4K 1N6
Tel. 416-466-2336

We send Greetings to all progressive
people on this May Day 201

"We have been naught,
we shall be all”

G X - --
Comrades, farmily, and friends Charlie McClure Club,

A revolutionary May 1st, 2012

“A better world’s in birth!” C P C y S u d b u ry
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¥ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Get RiO T into Of f always cha!lenged. The ongoingneasures in late April. Jansa saiDrganisers also want theRussian employees of German-
representations to the governmertiis government would continuegovernmentto end the destructioowned Benteler walked off the

the podium' of Iran made by his supporterstalks with trade unions but thatand privatization of public job. They demanded a salary
) worldwide have helped ensure thisignificant changes to its plan toservices. increase, saying that their wage

Mining and metal workers’ latest action, which we trust will cut public sector wages by some The demonstration was nationalwas lower than that paid by other
unions around the world arehot be followed, as it has in the7.5 percentfrom July would not bein scope, with traintickets for Pragueautomobile plants in the region.

campaigning to stop mining Past, by further police harassmenpossible. sold out in advance and buses fofhe unions forced managementto
multinational Rio Tinto from andimprisonment.” The Alpine state was the europarticipants arranged by the tradeonsider their demands after
supplying the gold, silver and Meanwhile, however, the zone’s fastest growing economyunionsacrossthe country. TheeverGovernor Anatoly Artamonov

bronze for medals at the Londortnion’s board member andin 2007 but was badly hit by thewas the culmination of a week ofstepped into the fray.

Olympics which begin July 27. treasurer Reza Shahabi has beeglobal crisis due to its dependencerotests under the slogan “STOP  Boris Kagarlitsky, head of the
Rio Tinto, a sponsor of thesentenced to six yearson exports. The economy shrankGOVERNMENT". Starting April Institute for Globalization, said

Olympics, is providing 99 per centimprisonment. In a poor state ofby 8 percentin 2009. After a mild 18, local rallies were held across th¢he increase in protests in Russia is
ofthe metal, tarnishing the medald'ealth, Shahabi has already beerecovery in 2010, Slovenia re-whole Republic,alongwith petition connected with the aftermath of

with the company’s anti-labour detained for 22 months. Theentered recession in 2011 whemlrives and public forums. the 2008 economic crisis. The
practices. sentence includes one year foGDP fell by 0.2 percent with a country weathered the crisis thanks
Protesting at the recent Rio further fall of 0.9 percent expected to large financial reserves
Tinto AnnanI]GeneraI Meeting in S\ in2012amid Iowerexportdemandl‘at?Our pro.tests generated by high oil prices.
London, Marc Maltais, presiden{ and weak domestic spending. Arup INn Russia Kagarlitsky compared the
of United Steelworkers (USW) estimated 12,000 companies have situation in Russia to the one after

gone bankrupt during the The number of labour proteststhe Great Depression inthe United
economic crisis, cutting into in Russia has reached the highesitates. He contrasted the Russian
government revenues and wipingotal in five years, the Center forleadership with the administration
out 120,000 jobs in a country of 2Social and Labour Rights reportedf President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
million people. Unemployment on April 19. There were 61 workerwhose New Deal policies were
soared to 12.4 percentin Februargtrikes and protests during the firseimed at boosting the failed U.S.
from 7 percent at the end of 2008three months of 2012, up from 53economy in the 1930s.
during the same period last year. Although the majority of

Local 9490 representing 800
locked out workers at a profitable
Rio Tinto smelter in Alma,
Quebec, said, “World class
athletes deserve medalsthatarer
tainted by Rio Tinto’s brutal
treatment of its own workers and
communities.”

The campaign i Although the numerical increaseworkers protesting conditions at
(WWW.offthepodium,org/F; hgas 2 Poyerty in North is not large, protests have becoméheir plants do notexpress political
been developed in support of tha_ ) Afnca more intensive. In January andsl_ogans, Kagarlitsky said their
USW members because they February 2011, with more distrust (_)f the government could
refused a plan that would put new Highlevels of economic growth protesters participating in relatedbe seen in the poor election results
starters on insecure work Propaganda activities againstthan North Africa overthe lastdecadedemonstrations. for the ruling United Russia party

arrangements with half the pay. System” and five years forhave generated jobs but many of Thecenterhasmonitoredlaboufn the regions. He said the
The lockout, which began on “conspiracy with the intention of them are low paid, according toconflict in Russia since 2008.protesting workers might join

December 30, is a violation of Rio@cting against national security”.the  International Labour Center analyst Pyotr Bizyukov,forces with citizens demanding

Tinto’s obligations to fair play It is also understood that he ha®rganisation (ILO). who conducted the research, tolgbolitical reforms.

under the Olympic charter, saidPeen prohibited fromcarryingout ILO studies note thatthe labourKommersanthat the number of

Manfred Warda, General@ny union activities for five years market situation in North Africa protests mightgrow to between 4( |°

Secretary of the International@nd has been fined seven milliorfaces many structural challengesand 45 a month. MA G

Federation of Chemical, Energy,Tomans (more than US$4,500)The first is low employment-to- ~ “There are grounds to predict

Mine and General Workers' Union Shahabi has begun a hunger strikpopulation ratios, especially forthatsummer 2012 mightbecome

(ICEM). “Rio Tinto would like to N protest over the sentence. young people and women. Out ohot period for political protests,” sgi:ufwkthe
bask in the reflected glory of the 100 people that could potentiallyBizyukov said. an
Olympic Games, but ithasab|acL6|ovenia pUblIC work, only 40 work in North The center’s findings state that Handa]
record on the treatment of its own ’ Africa. For women the ratio is 20 the recent protest over wages & Clulb
people,” said Warda. sector Strlke over out of 100 and for young people itthe Benteler automative plant in

David Cockroft, International is 24 out of 100, according to onethe Kaluga region might be
Transport Workers' Federation P&y cuts of the papers discussed at thawarded the title of “protest of the
General Secretary, said: “Rio Tinto conference. High unemploymentmonth” for March. More than 100 uglphike ner CRC

is one of the most aggressively ﬁTeaChedrS'tthCt%:,S’ pokllceis common across all income and
anti-union businesses inthe mining’ 'cc'S and other PUblic WOrkerSedycation levels; a university

Isnudbl]!:gtyoefmc?nggi?](;rvsecsruttci)nseart]r&Over proposed pay cuts unde Obg 9 I\/Iany items in our "Global Class

action by unions and workers2usterity measures. The strike, - jigh levels of unemployment Stl’Ugg'Gn column are from the

io Tinto’ which involved some 80,000 |ead to another challenge, whichi :
;eragtzgtmﬁlo Tinto's global public sector workers and closedy high employment dgpendenc Labour S tart website,

; ; : t schools and kindergartensggag; ]

Meanwhlle,unlonsat’[endlnganmos atio. On average, an employe WWW_|ab0urSt art.or
international mining conference in26"9SS the country, was the largegerson in North Africa has to g
Australia from April 17 to 19, 0 Slovenia since it declaredsypport 2.4 people.
decided to mount a globalmdependence from socialist Another problem is the quality

Yugoslavia in 1991. It was theof the jobs created. Beingfsend me information on the i‘?)\

(r:(?sng)lloui:g?] aSSSiZZtJhZf?hrEp?Qé@ateStSign of public unease acrosgmployed in North Africa does| (~ ist P fC da =
World Mining conference in 1€ €urozone over drastic spendingot mean one will escape poverty, ommunist Party of Canada =3

Sydney noted that Rio Tinto, like CUtS tackle the sovereign debyith as many as 30 per cent g

)

many transnational mining C“fis- L _ employed people living belowthgl The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
companies, was recording stron The strike is a serious messag@overty line, the majority of whom| fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialjsm.
: % the government that we argyork in the informal sector. The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight

profit growth while engaging in

brutal and unethical practices. determined to defend the social against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

state and the acquired standards i active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
| b . education,” Branimir Strukelj, ﬁ)rague ra”y VS. movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
ran pus union head of the confederation of publiCa s+ RET " democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
I d I d sector trade unions. told Reputersanu_SOCIaI reforrns socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
eader reiease Strukelj said the unions might A mass demonstration againgt Central Committee CPC
Ebrahim Madadi vice- agreeto pay cutsifthe govemmen&nti-social reforms in the CzecH 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

backs down on plans to increasgepuplic took place on April 21.] ~ 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.cd

president of the Syndicate OfcIass sizes and working hours f_obrganisers demanded th

Workers of the Tehran and

s . . Parti Communiste d ebeqsection d Ottawa CPC
Suburbs Bus Company, has beef}ea(;:f?sers that would result ingoyernment's resignation as wel Parti communiste duuc(?za1l:1ada()i O Tl 613.232-7108
released from prison. Firstarrested™ oy > . : as the call for early elections. Led 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C Manitoba Committee CPC
; -~ The right-wing government of | d i d h i+dl Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 ; g
in August 2007 and released Irbr y trade unions and together wit 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3

i ini H oL L2 Email: pcg@cpc-pcc.caél: 438-338-8890 .
December 2007, Madadi was ime Minister Janez Jansa, whichnore than 20 civil initiatives, peq@cpe-p Telffax: 204-586-7824

. ' ) H i . . . . B.C. Committee CPC .
again detained in December 200 t_ool:trﬁ)ower Itn !:ebruary, C!a',fns NGOs, including organizations] 706 Cark Drive, Vancouver, BC, vsL 3j1  Ontario Ctee. CPC
Setfree in December 2011 he wa%a © country's conomy IS ONrepresenting patients, pensionerp, 604-254-9836cpinfo.bc@gmailcom B Ao o saug T orono, MAKCING

” . . Tel: 416-469-2446
d a sh hile | e edge” and that the budgeynemployed, as well as university Edmonton cpc ©
rearrested a short while later, > - ’ ] . Hamilton Ctee. CPC
deficitmust be cutfrom 6.4 percenisydents. demonstrators protestqdBox 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO I .

accused of putting Iran’s national; : Edmonton. AB. T6C 4NG 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
'ty at risk in 2011 to 3.5 percent this Ye@ragainst the current living and s s80 456 ) AR Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
security at risk. Debt d to 47.6 t i ¢l ! Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 i
Welcoming Madadi's release, - sc,joare " 0 g ?eggg .O(Norklng conditions in the Czech ..y crc Tel: 905-548-9586
the International Transport3ross domestic produc ( ) iINRepublic. Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC

2011 from 21.9 percent in 2008.  Their main demands are abolish Caloary. AB, T2A6B2  Tel: 403-248-6489 BOx 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO

Federation said, “Ebrahim has . . Tel/fax: 902-542-7981
been released, as expected, at the Public sectorwages and benefitgne grastic cuts the government ifs Saskatchewan cec

end of a three and a half yeawm bear the brunt of the belt- ushing on health, welfare| Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

T ightening. The Slovenian pensions and other sensitive area® j
sentence whose justice he ha arliamentwillbegindebatingtheIO
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Gaitan, OAS, and Cuba: from tragedy to farce

By W. T. Whitney Jr by Gaitan called for agrarianOrganization of American StatesCartagena. Evidently Ecuadoriarrevelations to Cuban int_elligence
C ' reform, poverty alleviation, and and thereby create an institutionaPresident Rafael Correa regardedfficials about helping to
On April 9, 1948 in Bogota, poor people’srights. Party disunityframework for cold war in Latin Cuban absence, a non-event, agssassinate Gaitan for the CIA
Colombia, an assassin’s bulletded to Conservative Party victoryAmerica. Marshall explained to farce. His government stayed awaybecame the basis foradocumentary
killed the eloquent, populistinthe 1946 presidential electionsreporters that chaos enveloping The OAS, having expelled Cubafilm shown to Gaitan’s daughter
Liberal Party leader Jorge Eliecer On February 7, 1948 in Bogota,the city and nation representedn 1962, worked afterwardstoisolateGloria in 1961. Verification
Gaitan. Onlookers murdered the “the first important communist and enforce continent-wide hostility problems prevented its release.
shooter, Juan Roa Sierra, variously attemptin the Western hemispheragainst revolutionary Cuba. Under Later jailed as a
described as deranged or fascis since the end of the war.” Helatin American pressure, the Uniteccounterrevolutionary insurgent,
Radio broadcasters blamed th reiterated that theme in radioStates relentedin 2009 allowing theMepples in 1980 told more in
assassination on the governmer broadcasts to Colombians. OAS to readmit Cuba, which return for release from prison. He
and its Conservative Party leaderg U.S. Ambassador Beaulac hademains a non-member. claimed he and others had set up
For months, police and warned Gaitan earlier of The “Bogotazo,” as the Juan Roa Sierra as the
paramilitaries had been communist plans for an uprisingleaderless rebellion following assassination’s “fall guy.”
eliminating adherents of a newly, thatwould be blamed on his LiberalGaitan’s killing is labeled, yielded U.S. lawyer Paul Wolf
unified Liberal Party widely Party. An Embassy official another Cuba connection. Youngeventually gave up on Freedom of
expected in the 1950 elections t( supposedly offered Gaitan aFidel Castro was in Bogota at thenformation requeststo secure U.S.
propel Gaitan into the presidency| = prestigious European academidime representing the (Cuban)intelligence material on the
The assassination was tragedy position in return for leaving University Student Federation atassassination. The CIA refused to

and so too was violent upheava . . Colombian poalitics. aninternational student conferencerelease relevant microfilms, and,
thatwithin 48 hours took 330 lives Jorge Eliecer Gaitan History did repeat. The He consulted with Gaitan. according to Wolf, the FBI had
in Bogota and killed 3000 people Organization of American States And CIA operative John disposed of hundreds offiles. Prior

throughout Colombia over two a“silentmarch”endedwith Gaitan’s(OAS) returned to Colombia on Mepples Espirito was in Bogota into the Summit of the Americas,
weeks. Then ten years of conflictfamous “Oration for Peace.” Mr. April 14-15 as the 6th Summit of 1948 monitoring leftist students. host President Juan Manuel Santos
between guerrillas identifying with President,” he said, “We ask you fotthe Americas, which it sponsored Later in Cuba he fought againstannounced he'd urge the U.S.
Gaitan’s Liberal Party wing and deeds of peace and civilization...WeNews coverage centered on Cuba’Batista and was jailed for complicity government to let up on Cuba.
military forces of governments led deeply love this nation, and we don'texclusion from the meeting ininthe death ofacomrade. MepplesThat too may end as farae.
by the Conservative Party or bylike that our victorious ship has to
dictator Rojas Pinilla caused ovemavigate rivers of blood.” ° ) ° °
200,000 deaths. Beginning with In 1948, the government H ph I d d d d
the early 1960s, war between leftisattributed violence and Gaitan’s e m I S e r I C ea e rS I v I e
insurgents and the government’killing to communists wanting to d
U.S. supported military machineeliminate a rival and bring down O n d r u g pOI Icy Cu ba
killed tens of thousands more. the state. Colombia cut relations 4
Congressman Gaitan,with the Soviet Union. John C.
condemning the 1928 massacre oViley, U.S. Ambassador to
United Fruit Company bananaColombia in 1946-1947 had “| feel that the agenda of the“intolerable.” Hugo Chavez, who
workers, castigated a“governmenteported that Gaitan “blindly U.S. and the agenda of Latinwas receiving medical treatment
[with] its tremulous knee on the promoted state socialism” and At the sixth Summit of the American countries, instead ofin Havana, sent Foreign Minister
ground before Yankee gold.” The*would deplume our eagle.” Americas, held April 14-15 in moving in parallel to each other,Nicolas Maduro to head the
young lawyer founded the short- Simultaneously, amidst Cartagena, Colombia, regionalor converging, are taking pathsVenezuelan delegation.
lived National Revolutionary Left shootings, fires, and tumult, theleaders wrestled over a range ofhat separate them, that distance Latin American leaders,
Union as avehicle for land reform.ninth Pan American Conferencepolitically sensitive issues. The 33them,” said right-wing presidentincluding the host and long-time
Rejoining the Liberal Party, he was meetinginBogota. For safetyheads of state discussed the war aof Guatemala, Otto Perez Molina.U.S. ally, Colombian President
served as Bogota mayor in 193@lelegates retreated to a securdrugs, energy,trade,andthe United The war on drugs drew theJose Manuel Santos, vowed that
and later as national educatiorwarehouse. U.S. Secretary of Stat8tates’ ongoing embargo on Cubasharpest contrastamongthe leader€uba will participate in future
minister and labor minister. TheGeorge C. Marshall was on handeep disagreements over certaimith the U.S. on the defensive ovelSummits of the Americas.
branch ofthe Liberal Party headedo promote establishment of theissues underscored America’show to deal with drug trafficking.  “This is the last Summit of the
Latin American leaders urgedAmericas unless Cuba is allowed
American officialsto decriminalize to take part,” Bolivian Foreign
. marijuana in order to deprive drugMinister David Choquehuanca
ap py nte rn atl O n a cartels of revenue sources and quelbld the Associated Press.
violence related to the drug trade. There was no joint political
Obama welcomed the debatedeclaration at the end of the
) but said, “I personally, and my summit. A declaration of support
Or erS ay administration’s position, is thatfor Argentina’s claim on the

legalization is not the answer.” Falklands/Malvinas Islands,

By Pedro Conceicao waninginfluenceinLatin America. calling Cuba’s exclusion

People’s World

Many analysts see the recentunited/hich the U.S. opposed, failed

To the entire Working class & and open criticism of U.S. drugafter hours of negotiations.
. policy as a watershed moment invenezuela, Argen-tina, and
Progressive and Secular forces, from regional politics concerning Uruguay refused to sign the final

prohibition. Only Canada fully declaration due to the U.S. and
backed the U.S.'s position ofCanada’'s veto of Cuban
maintaining the status quo. participation in future summits.

“The prohibition paradigmthat  The rise of leftist governments
inspires mainstream global policyand China’s growing influence in
today is based on a false premisehe region has made it difficult for
that global drug markets can behe U.S. to maintain its hegemony
eradicated,” said Molina, whowasin the region. Ever since 1995,
elected in November. He and othewhen then-President Bill Clinton
officials called for a global hosted the first meeting in Miami,
approach that regulates thehe U.S. has been unsuccessful in
consumption and production ofits attemptto create a hemispheric
drugs like tobacco and alcohol. free-trade area.

Absent from the meeting was Although they could not come
president of Cuba, Raul Castroto a consensus on the final
American officials insisted on declaration, Santos said the leaders
excluding the sole communist-ledagreed to meet again in Panamain
nation inthe Western Hemisphere2015 and that “hopefully within

On air Monday thru F”day President Rafael Correa ofthree years, we can have Cuba” at

Ecuador boycotted the meetingthe summite
NeWS'HOur 9 am-10 am
A AT 1

& Hamilton Committee CPC

Sunday S pecial for peace,jobs, anda [ -~
living wage! __%ﬁ{#

Gurpreet Singh

Freelance journalist with

People's V oice
Georgia S traight
WWW .southasiapost.org

Wearmest “May Day greetings from...

8 am— 10 am
(Radio India 1600 AM) Happy May Day 2012! | /&
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No fighter jet s - slash
milit ary spending!

warships, even though there ismprovements in the Medicare
simply no military threat to this system, or many other urgentsocig
Communist Party of country. Nor are 21st centuryand economic priorities. In short,
Canada, April 14-15, 2012 fighter jets like the F-35 suitablethe fighter-bomber program and
for use as “patrol planes” with other military purchases willcome

Demands are growing for thesearch-and-rescue capabilities with an enormous human ang
resignation of Defense Ministerthey are killing machines with environmental cost to Canadians
Peter MacKay and Prime Ministermassive arsenals of bombswhile serving no purpose other

Resolution adopted by the
Central Committee,

General's report that the purchaselarmingly, with the capability to and dangerous global arms race
of sixty-five F-35 fighter-bombers carry nuclear weapons payloads.  With the exception of Green
would cost taxpayers at least $10hey are a key part of theParty leader Elizabeth May, no
billion more than the Conservativeimperialist strategy for global partyinthe current Parliament hag
government ever admitted. Butcorporate control of raw materialstaken a principled stand agains|
while corruption and lies aresuch as hydrocarbon resourceshe F-35s, or more broadly in
among the defining features of theand for NATO’s tactics of “regime opposition to the “Canada First”
Harper Tory regime, this scandalchange”, under the “responsibilitymilitary expansion strategy.
raises far deeper issues. Far mor® protect” doctrine. During the F-35 debate, Thomag
significant questions concern the Another lame justification for Mulcair's NDP, which claims to
true nature of Canada’s role in thehe F-35 and warship procurementbe a party of peace, has failed t
global imperialist drive for has been the argument that thesejectthe drive to make Canadaa
markets, resources, and corporatprograms are necessary to boosntegral part of the U.S. war
profits, and the choice betweerresearch and developmenimachine, preferring to join in the
military spending versus urgentspending in Canada, allegedly tachatter about improved military
social needs. create high-tech jobs. But theprocurement processes.

As the Communist Party andreality is that the government's The Communist Party of
the anti-war movements have‘Canada First” plantospend $500Canada urges the labour an
warned for several years, thebillion on military purchases over democratic movements to addres
Harper government and the topghe next two decades will createthe real issues arising from the F
military brass have repeatedly liedfar fewer jobs than investments in35 scandal. Tell all the parties in
to Canadians aboutthe F-35s. Thelean water for Aboriginal Parliament: No to any purchase
calls for MacKay’s resignation arecommunities, social housing,of fighter-bombers and warships!
welcome, but the real public transit, a Canada-wideSlash military spending by 75%,
responsibility for this $10 billion childcare program, universalin favour of investments in
whopper lies squarely with pharmacare and otherpeaceful priorities for Canade!
Stephen Harper, who runs his
government with an iron fist.

Fundamentally, however, the
F-35 scandal is not about a flawed

procurement process, or findingexcerpt from a joint

the “most suitable” jet, or
“defending” Canada. The reaIStatement by the World

problemis the conceptthat Canad®€ace Council (WPC) and
needs to spend tens of billions tahe World Federation of

purchase new fleets of aircraftangyemocratic Youth (WFDY)

MAY DAY
GREETINGS!

Greek-Canadian
Democratic Organization

No NATO war on Syria or Iran

...0Our two International
Organisations salute the millions
of peace loving people and youth

solidarity to the genuine, peaceful
social protests and just demand
for economic, social and political

country, so that the Syrian peoplg
will be the masters of its fortunes
wealth and future.

Under no pretext do we accep
any foreign political or military
interventionin Syria, whichis being
currently planned by the USA, Israe
and NATO hand in hand with
Turkey and some Gulf monarchies
supposedly for the protection of
civilian population and human
rights. We denounce this hypocrisy
and call upon humanity to oppose
any repetition of the “Libya model.”

We underline that the sole and
sovereign right to decide upon the
future of Syriaand its leadership is
with the Syrian people, its workers
peasants, youth and women.

We condemn the imperialist
plan for the “Great Middle East”
which is aiming in the control of
energy resources by the
Multinational corporations and
monopolies and seeking at spherg
of influence in the region by the
various imperialist forces.

WEFDY and WPC (together with
hundreds of our Member
Organisations) opposed and fough
against all recent imperialist
aggressions in Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya, as
well as the lIsraeli criminal
aggressions against Palestine ar
Lebanon. We express the wishe
and desire of millions of people
and youth worldwide by opposing
vehemently imperialist threats ang
aggressions against Syria today @
Iran tomorrow...

April 15, 2012, Coordinating
Council of WFDY, The Secretariat

Fraem the Women's
Commisslon,
Communist Party of
Canada

Happy May Day!

Following in the
revolutionary
footsteps of great
communist women

Dorathy Livesay
Anrie Buller

Backy Buhay
Grace Hartman
Jeanne Corbin
Flarence Custance
Margaret Laurence
Bella Hall Gould
Dorise Nielsen

of Syria and express our sincerg

and democratic changes in the

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

U

|
Celebrating working-class culture

This month labour arts festivals are again bringing working-c
culture to centre stage. Fratabeginning in Toronto in 1986, whe
» Mayworks was founded by the Labour Council, the idea has sunK
in Winnipeg, Halifax, Windsor and several other cities. In the prg

lass
n
roots
sent
such
have
it is
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m of
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festivals should be obvious. Whereas in the past cynics might
dismissed them as small centres of cultural resistance, now
increasingly possible to imagine them as catalysts for a br
> progressive culture. While Mayworks festivals offer a full spectru
[ artistic activity, here are some musical acts to check out: Greg @
& the Scarlet Union (Winnipeg), Dub Trinity (Toronto), lan LaR
(Winnipeg), Norma MacDonald (Halifax), Evalyn Parry (Toron
Deedee Slye (Halifax). For more info visit: www.mayworks.ca.

| Hip-hop responds to T rayvon’ s killing

1The fatal shooting of black teenager Trayvon Martin in San
Florida has focused international attention on the flagrant racisn
persists in American society. The scandalous reluctance to
charges against community watch vigilante George Zimmermal
led many African-Americans, especially young males, to conclud
it must be open season on any black youth sporting a hoodie. H
| artists were quick to express their outrage and solidarity. Mos
SDead Prez, Nas, Young Jeezy & Immortal Technique all took t
airwaves to release statements, and Pittsburgh MC Jasiri X re
Trayvon a powerful protest track (check it out on his YouTube page).
> Only after 45 days and the protests of millions was Zimmerman f‘i]'vally
arrested and charged with second-degree murder. Once again the hip-
hop community has reminded the world that the alleged “post-racial”
character of contemporary U.S. society is a sham.
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Peggy Seeger: Swim to the S tar

On the centenary of the sinking of the Titanic, observed with 1
fanfare last month, eminent Anglo-American folk musician Pe
Seeger released a poignant tribute to the people who perished
April evening in the North AtlantiSwim to the Stglco-written with
son Calum MacColl for BBC Radio) has been released as a sin
well as with a haunting video. Seeger and MacColl have not forgd
that the majority of the victims, those denied access to the li
Ssupply of lifeboats, were the crew and the second and third{class

huch

gay
pn that

jle, as
otten

Kassab and students from the Royal Conservatory of Music|for a
concert at the RCM’s Koerner Hall. They presented Arabic [
from Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey, and engaged in a
cross-cultural experiment called “Vivaldi gone wild.” Intercultural
Journeys was founded in 2001 to promote concerts and discugsions
between musicians who might, because of political conflict, be
unable, or reluctant to play together. Hanna Khoury and his colleggues
are making a vital contribution to peace in the Middle East. For|info:
S\NWW.interculturaljourneys.org.

Earl Scruggs: 1924-2012

Earl Scruggs, the virtuoso of the five-string banjo, died March 28 atthe
age of 88. Tributes to the former textile mill worker from Narth
Carolina poured in from around the world. Bluegrass music fegtures
distinctive instrumental and vocal stylings, usually with a combination
of banjo, guitar, fiddle and mandolin. From its Appalachian birthplace
jt was carried to cities by migrant workers in search of econpmic
| opportunity. Like the rural blues musicians who were its Afrigan-
° American counterpart, bluegrass met up in the sixties with a yolinger
generation looking for an alternative to the commercial i
mainstream. Scruggs is a key figure in this history. A bluegrass|band
is not complete without a banjo played in the unique three-finger
rpicking style he developed. Check out Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs’
classic 1950 recording “Foggy Mountain Breakdown” on YouTuibe.
Bluegrass continues to flourish as a distinctive part of the contempgorary
roots music scene. To learn more visit http://bluegrasstoday.com/.

t
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IS It a crime to be a Communist?

By Elizabeth Rowley,
Ontario leader of the
Communist Party

things Canadians value most todayabout the trial, the Red Squad, and t
“Iron Heel” Bennett representing the attacks onlabour and democratic right

What's Left

Burnaby, BC

1% in 1930-35, made it his job to crushthat eventually led to the Onto OttawaMother’s Day Pancake
the unions, the unemployed, theTrek and massive defeat at the poll8reakfast, 10-1, Sunday, May

The following letter was sent to theCanadian Labour Defence League (ledor Bennett in 1935.

Toronto Star, in response to the articleby Communists) and the Communist

13, at5435Kincaid, $12 ($8 for

Harsh austerity measures by Harpekids under 12). Organized by

“Kingston Pen: The Criminal Party of Canadawhich also advocate@nd McGuinty combined with police Burnaby Club, proceeds to PV
Element” (April 20, 2012). The article socialism as the alternative to waryiolence at the G-20 and elsewhereFund, 604-294-6775 for info.

includes Communist Party leader Timausterity, and depression for workersseem eerily familiar.

Buck among the so-called “criminal ~ That's why Bennett declared theMulroney’s effort to wipe the CPC off

So do

element” jailed at Kingston, which is CPC illegal and had Tim Buck andthe political map with repressive [ eft Film Night, Sunday, April
seven other Communist leadersolitical legislation, defeated after a29 7 pm Centre for Socialist
rounded up, charged and imprisoned0 year struggle in the courts. Wegdycation, 706 Clark Dr. This
Since when is it a crime to be aunder the infamous Section 98. Masgontinue to be Canada’s second oldeshonth: “Class Dismissed”,

soon to be closed.

Communist in Canada?

protests forced Buck’s release in 1934egistered political party.

critical documentary on TV

Tim Buck wasimprisoned for three after a failed assassination attempt by The CPC is alive and well at 90, portrayals of the working class.
years in Kingston by Prime Minister Kingston guards during the trial. 25,000gaining new members and supportergree, call 604-255-2041 for info.

R.B. Bennett, but he was no criminal.supporters greeted Tim Buck at Maplewith every new attack on jobs, wage
Imprisoned foradvocatingworkers’ Leaf Gardens December 2, 1934.

rights to free speech and to organize The play “Eight Men Speak” is democratic rightse
unions while miners were getting beaten

up by police in Estevan and across th
country, Buck was also guilty of
organizing the unemployed to deman
jobs, employmentinsurance, medicare
public pensions, and a lot of thosq

Toronto dinner
salutes Dave Righy

‘;-' b
b

Friends, comrades and family
members gathered April 14 in
Toronto to pay tribute to Dave
Rigby (above), the long-time
bookkeeper and accountant for
the Communist Party of
Canada. Comrade Rigby
recently retired from his
volunteer duties. Speakers
included CPC leader Miguel
Figueroa, Ontario Communist
leader Liz Rowley, and many
others. The Editorial Board of
People's Voice sends our best
wishes to comrade Dave for
many more years inthe working
class struggle! @

RALLY & MARCH

TUESDAY
MAY 1

4 PM

NATHAN PHILLIPS

SQUARE

(TORONTO CITY HALL)
QUEEN & BAY

and living standards, on labour an

May Day Greetings: The Good Fight Continues

Mackenzie-Papineau Memorial Fund
and the Association of Vets & Friends of the
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion

International Brigades in Spain  1936-1939
defending the democraticallv-elecied Spawinh governmend jrom
e fowees of Fronco, Filer and Mussoling

PRPINES),
fyﬁ e
A f i .\..
4 %i

The first Canadians
{who volunteered)
o Tight against the fascists and

| I ; ;
|% % nazis of World War Il
%;—3 I | . \_g;igi 56 Rivervood Ter, Bolton, ON LTE 154
:é,}h g;g,».“ Tel: WF03[-B499  Fax- MH5-03]-7629
N B waww macpapbattaliones  Chaernable arg.

May 16-31 issue: Thursday, May 3
June 1-15 issue: Thursday, May 17
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

ANNUAL
MOTHER'S
DAY

- PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

10 am, Sunday, May 13

(last call for pancakes - noon)

$12.00 (kids under 12 $8.00)
5435 Kincaid St.

Canada Way

to Vancouver

Burnaby

Proceeds

to People's
\oice

i
‘“
Royal Oak

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca

www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

j\rAay Day Rally, gather 3 pm,

ue., May 1, Art Gallery,
speakers & displays, march at
6 pm. Organized by Vancouver
& District Labour Council and
Occupy Vancouver.

Edmonton, AB

May Day rally, Tuesday, May
1, gather 5:30 pm Corbett Hall
lawn, march down Whyte Ave.
to End of Steel Park.

Cultural Dinner Celebration

for Victor Jara Dance Group,

Sat., May 19, 7 pm, Holiday
Inn, 4485 Gateway Boulevard
(Evergreen Ballroom), to
recognize its history and
contributions, donation $40,
tickets from Panaderia Latina,
5716-19A Ave.,780-462-5295.

Winnipeg, MB

May Day March, Tue., May 1,
5:30 pm from City Hall. Info:
Wpg Labour Council 942-0522.

Welcome for Yinka Dene
Alliance , Freedom Train to
Stop the Tar Sands. Friday,
May 4, Feast (6 pm) followed
by panel (8 pm) at Thunderbird
House, 715 Main St. Sat, May
5, 1 pm Water ceremony and
rally at Fork’'s Odeena Circle.
Info (204) 898-6460

FREE ADMISSION
Food & refreshments

Sponsored by United May Day Committee of Toronto
Endorsed by dozens of labour, political, community and
solidarity organizations
For more information, visit our Facebook event page: "May
Day Cultural Event"

Festival of Mandolins, Sat.,
May 12, 8 pm. Ukrainian Labour
Temple, $15, info AUUC, 589-
4397.

Spring Concert, Sunday, May
13, 2 pm. Ukrainian Labour
Temple, info 589-4397.

Woody Guthrie’'s 100th

Birthday Party, Thur.,May 17,
West End Cultural Centre. Info
Mayworks 998-4748,;
mayworksmedia@gmail.com.

Marxism Course , to register
or for info, contact Communist
Party of Canada, 586-7824 or
c p c -
mb@changetheworldmb.ca.

Toronto, ON

Workers Unite, Stand Up and
Fight!, celebrate  the
international worker’'s day.
Performers, speakers,
children’s program, food &
refreshments, free admission.
Sunday, April 29, 2-6 pm,
Steelworker’s Hall, 25 Cecil St.
Visit “Mayday Cultural Event”
on Facebook for info, or tel:
416-469-2446.

United May Day March, Tue.,
May 1, 4 pm, from Nathan
Phillips Square.

Ottawa, ON

Solidarity Against Austerity,

May 1, gather 11:30 at
Confederation Park, march 12
noonto rally at Prime Minister’s
Office, www.maydayottawa.ca

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

Family-friendly event with
children's program
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MAY DAY 2012

"The capitalists cannot live
without us, but we can live

better without them"

e provincial Liberals are sneering atconditions are a direct and vicious
public sector workers and teachersittack on youth, the future workers,
who thought they could bargainThe different levels of economic
Organized labour in Canada iswith them. Ditto Quebec and everycitizenship that this creates will
under attack legislatively andother jurisdiction in Canada. eventually separate youth from
economically, blackmailed by In every capitalist state in theorganized labour, which they so ) . .
strike and lockout. Two and threeworld, the neo-cons have forcedbadly need as an instrument oftalian and Spanish workers into  How long can the leadership of
tier levels of wages, benefits and1abour reform” on the agenda. Theresistance. In Europe the “reforms’Massive strikes and protests. Théhe Canadian labour movement
pensions are being forced oranguish of the present is only @n the Lisbon Treaty talk about!ndianpeople, both organized angreside overamembership mauled
workers under the bludgeon ofsample ofthe staggeringmiserythatproductive” and ~ “non- unorganized, responded inby trade agreements, de-
lockout and forced strikes. Thereis looming if we do not organize productive” labour, where amMillions to a general strike in industrialization, claw backs, anti-
has not been a major victory inmore effectiveresistance. The globalvorker’s right to freedom of February that was not reported iabour legislation, plant closures
years for labour but the corporateplan for cheap, flexible, mobile, movement will be determined byOur media. The Quebec studentand unemployment? And what
offensive is still escalating. compliant and un-organized labouttheir usefulness to employers. ihave launched an historic strikeabout the 70% unorganized? Who
Ask the Toronto Transit requiresthedestructionoforganize€Canada, with over 10% realStruggle over tuition fees with will speak for them, who will
workers, the BC Teachers, airlindabour as we know it, or its unemployment (closer to 20% forlabour support. The BC Teacherrganize them? o
workers, Sudbury miners, Riotransformation into a control youth), less than 40% qualify for Persevere, and will probably win  What were sore points in the
Tinto workers in Quebec, mechanism of management. E.I. benefits that all paid for whenin the courts and public opinion,class struggle twenty years ago
Hamilton Steelworkers orWindsor  Organized labour will be theywere employed. Yetthe Torie2nly to be robbedinthe legislaturehave become open wounds. But
Diesel Plant workers if this is alegislated into compliance andare talking about E.I. “reform” The Hamilton Steelworkers andwe need more than bandages, we
hospitable or a dangeroustolerated only if it is not an geared to satisfying the need fothe Sudbury Miners foughtneed the weapons of program,
environment. All these workers inconvenience to the corporationsagricultural labour. This is forced courageously and will fight again. planning and unity. We need the
were and are militant. Some areThe right to strike, to withdraw labour paid for from the workers’ ~ The will is there but the top indignation of oppression and
licking their wounds others arelabourandtofree assemblyisbeingwn contributions; for the leadershipandunityisnot. Wheredefeat to express itself in
still engaged, but the formula fordenied larger sections of workersemployers, a disposable pool ofS the Canadian Labour Congressrganization and resistance. If the
victory has not been found. by provincial and federal strong and healthy youth forinthesestruggles? Why are centrentire workforce, or a sizeable
In BC the attack of “net-zero” legislation. The International subsistence wages and third worl@r left-centre elements under attaclpercentage merely stayed home,
bargaining threatens public sectot abour Organization cites 30living conditions. “Guest from the right? The vaunted re-we could bring them to the
workers who are emerging fromviolations of the United Nations Workers” in our own country. A Organization of the CLC structurebargaining table. We can win
previous wage freezes, and a 15%eclaration of Human Rights by Harper refinement of the “dirty has given us aresounding more dbecause the capitalists cannot live
roll-back for hospital employees Canadian governments. thirties” work camps. less. Raiding continues, andwithout us, but we can live better

justafewyearsago.InOntariothe The two and three tier The debt-based paper wealth off€rgers are organizationalwithout them. There is another
capitalism that feeds off theconsolidations for businessworld and it is waiting for us.

destruction of the real Purposes without fightback Happy International Labour
(manufacturing) economy nourisheddeology or strategy. Day, May 1stle

itselfonthe privatization and plunder,
of public wealth and services, the

destruction of lives doomed to CUBAN-CANADIAN

— | " hunger, disease, unemploymenta
L' ’l r ] U-l . subservience. The accumulation o * FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION
P , .‘ﬁ wealth and the degree of misery ar (Vancouver)
L g | J " | - gz unparalleled in human history and
: P 1 the “trickle down” theory has been

Solidarity message from th
Communist Party of Canada

AsSSOCIATION DES TRAVAILLEURS GRECS DE M ONTREAL e
(514) 279-3526 exposed as the “cascade up” of Greets all workers on MAY DAY, and ratifies

Weal(tjh into the maw of insatiablef its solidarity with the Cuban workers in their
greed. . .
Capitalism cannot withstand The resilience of the world’s stru‘gg(e against fﬁe us blockade. Special
t without K working people, the 99%, ha greetings to the five Cuban workers who are
one moment Without WorKers. produced rumblings of discontent unjustly field prisoners in the US.
Hold hlgh the honoured red thatemergesin movements rangin
flag of our class! from PeacefulTh protgst to Box 1063 - 2480 E. Hastings S t.

insurgency. e ccupy

Movement has flexed its global Vancouver , BC, V5K 171

muscle. The Greek Militant Ph. (604)940-0420, Fax (604)254-9803

Les amis du KKE, Montréal Workers Front (PAME) has
inspired Portuguese, French,

NEWS FOR PEOPLE, Federation of
NOT FOR PROFITS! Russian Canadians

Every issue of PeopLE’s Voice r——————————'— _____ } Vancouver Branch
gives you the latest on the People Q 600 Campbell Avenue

fightback from coast to coast. v E

Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
U $30 for 1 year U $50 for 2 years

the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

Extends May Day Greetings
to all Canadians

GREETINGS!
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 From the Davenpot Club
every p age—in every issue! L 12007 | CPC

or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
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