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Pro-corporate economists and
politicians keep telling us that

economic inequality is necessary
for society. But a recent book

argues the opposite, using facts to
demolish right-wing fallacies.

True to form, the Harper
Conservatives are scapegoating

immigrants and refugees, with their
new Citizenship Bill C-24.

Crown Holdings, one of the world's
biggest corporate producers of

beverage cans, has a nasty record of
trampling on workers' rights. Now,
Crown faces a global pushback by

trade unions and their allies.

EL SALVADOR:
repression and

resistance

THE COUP IN UKRAINE...
Exposing the
deadly threat
of today's
fascist s

See page 7
Armed members of the fascist SNPU ("Svodoba") movement at Kiev's Maidan Square. These
thugs provided military muscle to help overthrow the elected government of Ukraine.

"Responsibility
to Protect"
the modern

imperialist white
man's burden

This 1999 cartoon skewered NATO's justifications for the bombing of Yugoslavia.
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page 6
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To mark May Day 2014, People's Voice will print

greetings from a wide range of labour and people's
organizations in our May 1-15 issue, which will be

distributed at events across Canada. The deadline for
camera-ready ads will be April 18; if PV is preparing the

layout, the deadline is April 16. Please check with us
about the format if your ad is being sent electronically.
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PV Fund Drive  of f to fast start

Here's my contribution
to the PV Fund Drive!

Enclosed please find my donation of $_____
to the 2013 People's Voice Press Fund Drive.

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

City/town  ______________________________

Prov. ________  Postal Code _______________

Send your contribution to:
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* While Ontario’s government is proposing minimum wage
legislation which would tie it to inflation, although at a low rate, an
intellectually disabled St. Catharines woman has just won damages
for being paid just $1.25 an hour for 10 years until she was unfairly
dismissed. The employer claimed it was a training honorarium, and
the Employment Standards Act of 1986 allows discrimination
against the disabled by exempting them from minimum wage
protections, although Ontario has since amended this provision.
Activists said people being paid much less than minimum wage is
more common than commonly thought.
* A greenhouse worker in Niagara-on-the-Lake was hospitalized
after injuring his head when he fell off a ladder at work. The
Ministry of Labour is investigating. Many agricultural workers do
not have the right to unionize and bargain collectively over health
and safety.

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

The Young Communist League
of Canada-Ligue de la jeunesse
communiste (YCL-LJC)launched
its 26th Central Convention
discussion with a special series of
workshops held in Toronto this
past month. The meeting marked
the public release of the main
political report and call to the
YCL-LJC Convention, which is
rallying behind the slogan “with
unity and militancy, the youth will
strengthen the fightback!”.

Rebel Youth magazine recently
sat down with Johan Boyden,
General Secretary of the YCL-
LJC, to talk about the YCL’s
convention.

So when and where is the
convention taking place?

It is at the University of Toronto,
from May 23-25, and is expected
to bring together delegates from
across the country and especially
Quebec and Ontario. Non-
members are welcome to come

and check it out, and you can read
the documents on our website and
the Rebel Youth blog.
Your documents say the
convention comes at an important
time for youth. Isn’t this just
another tired phrase of the left?

Not at all! What we are saying
in the documents is that there is a
lot at stake for young people, and
a need for a more active, visible
and coordinated fight back of
youth. With the economic crisis
and the growing threat of war, we
won’t stay in the same place. Either
our future is ripped from the current
generation by the capitalists and
we are thrust further - much further
than our parents - into poverty,
debt, insecurity, an increasingly
dangerous world of imperialist
war, and ecological catastrophe.
Or we push back.
“Enough is enough”?

Yes - it is not the time to be
apathetic or uninvolved. If the
youth expand and deepen the

positive signs of mobilization
we’ve seen recently, we can build
a powerful movement that halts
the corporate attack and actually
goes on the defensive. And what
we are saying is that is possible
with an approach which is both
militant and united at the same
time, and links the youth with the
struggles of working people across
Canada.
And that brings you in conflict
with the current direction of
labour and mass movements?

We are critical of the failure of
the top brass of labour, influenced
by the right-wing leadership of the
New Democratic Party, not to
launch a united fight back, and we
explain how the idea that the
struggle should just “wait to 2015
and vote for Mulcair’s NDP” is
mistaken. We need a coordinated
fight back right now. But this is
not in conflict with the people’s
struggle, it is in the same direction.
There are lots of left-minded young

folks who might, currently, not be
completely convinced of
revolutionary politics but they sure
want to fight and get active.
Your document, after the general
international section, spends a
lot of time talking about
immediate strategy.

Yes. But we’re not saying that
socialism is some distant question
that we can deal with eventually.
For the youth struggle, only
socialism can fulfill and guarantee
their demands. Take the demand of
the “raise the minimum wage”
movement; higher minimum wages
are necessary right now. The
capitalists will always find some
way to erase those gains, and as an
anti-poverty measure higher
minimum wages need to be coupled
with many other demands, like full
employment, access to education,
etc. Does that mean we throw up
our hands and walk away? Of course
not. Fighting for a higher minimum
wage is not in contradiction with
fighting for socialism.
This is the old reform/revolution
debate?

Well, for each generation of
youth and student activists it is a
very fresh debate. The mistake is
to see it as either one or the other,
either we fight for reform, or
revolution. Actually, it is both
opposites together. We need to
fight for reforms as part of a
revolutionary process, ie. a class
struggle where reforms strengthen

the side of the people’s forces,
recognizing the necessity to
ultimately  defeat capitalism and
build socialism. And the
experience of socialism shows that
further progressive and much
deeper reforms can take place after
a socialist revolution driven by the
people themselves. Cuban
healthcare and education is a well-
known example.
So what do you see as the best
outcome of your convention?

A successful convention will
orient the YCL forward in these
difficult times for the youth. A
stronger YCL-LJC will positively
impact the youth movement and
make that movement much stronger
too. The recent developments like
the new social movements call out
for more protest. They call out for
even bigger actions and ever
stronger solidarity. They call out
for courage and confidence in the
youth, not concessions and
cynicism. They call out for people’s
power and open the question of an
alternative to capitalism. And they
call out for a stronger, bigger and
more effective YCL-LJC, united
with the Communist Party of
Canada, because we are decisive
ingredients in the struggle of
working people in our country and
around the world.

Johan will be in Kelowna, BC,
at the end of March to talk about
the struggle of the youth and
student movement today. ●

"Youth have to push back against crisis and war"

YCL contingent at the 2013 Pride Toronto parage. (Photo: Ed Bil)

The first week of our 2014
Fund Drive kicked off with a
number of generous donations.
This quick start brought in a
total of $6800, reaching 13.6%
of our $50,000 goal. Thanks to
all who responded so quickly -
let’s try to keep up the pace!

Ontario is leading so far, with
$4220 turned in, almost one-
fifth of their target of $21,600.
We have received another
$1580 from British Columbia

readers, followed by $600 from
Alberta, $300 from Manitoba,
and $100 from Saskatchewan.

As we stressed in our
previous Fund Drive report,
People’s Voice can’t keep
publishing without your
support. The Canada Post
“restructuring” will wipe out
urban home delivery and
thousands of jobs. And it also
includes steep increases in
mailing rates for publications,

adding several thousand dollars
a year to our expenses. For this
calendar year, PV subscription
rates will stay at the current
levels, but we absolutely have
to achieve our $50,000 target
to stay afloat.

We are pleased to see a good
response already to our “$300
Club” project. We are repeating
last year’s campaign to raise
extra funds, thanks to a
generous supporter who will
contribute a further $100, for
each donation of at least $300
received by March 31. For
example, if we get forty such
donations by March 31, our
benefactor will write a cheque
for another $4000. This amount
is not part of our provincial
quotas, but it will be used to
purchase a badly-needed new
computer, and to help expand
our web and social media
presence. During the first week
of the Fund Drive, we have
received nine donations of $300
or more.

Thank you so much for this
amazing solidarity! We look
forward to more  news about
the Drive in our next issue. ●
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A coalition of 22 Prince Edward
Island groups has come together
to raise concerns about the Canada-
European Union Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA) and to request that the
provincial government consult
fully with Islanders on the effects
of the proposed deal.

At a March 4 news conference
in Charlottetown, the groups called
the CETA agreement “the most
intrusive that Canada has ever
signed”, with serious
consequences for many aspects of
life on PEI, especially the
province’s agricultural industry
and health care system. They also
believe the deal will limit or
remove the government’s ability
to create jobs, support local
businesses and negotiate benefits
for Islanders from companies
investing in the province’s
resources.

Speakers at the news conference
addressed CETA’s negative
effects on a wide range of issues;
the dairy industry, supply
management and local food;   the
ability of investors and
multinational companies to over-
ride decisions made by
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y - e l e c t e d
governments; the costs of drugs
and the operation of the health
care system; local economic
development and government
purchasing decisions; and the
fishing industry.

The coalition emphasized that
despite its name, CETA is not
primarily about tariff reduction,
and pointed out that current tariffs
on Canadian exports to Europe
average only 2.2%. Instead, the
agreement is about expanding the
rights of multinational companies,
while reducing the ability of
provincial and municipal
governments to pursue policies that
benefit local communities and
everyday citizens.

Focusing on the secrecy

Islanders slam CET A deal
surrounding the negotiation of the
deal, the coalition has delivered a
formal letter to Premier Robert
Ghiz asking that his government
support a democratic review of
CETA; release the text of the
CETA agreement to the public;
and hold extensive public hearings
across the province prior to a
debate and vote in the P.E.I.
legislature.

They have also asked the
provincial government to outline
what exemptions (or
“reservations”, as they are called
in CETA) it has designated to
protect important areas - such as
renewable energy, public transit
and fisheries policies related to
owner/operator requirements and
fleet separation - from the effects
of CETA.

The groups collaborating as
part of the coalition include:

Council of Canadians; PEI Union
of Public Sector Employees;
Environmental Coalition of
Prince Edward Island; Atlantic
Chapter of the Sierra Club of
Canada; Breaking the Silence;
National Farmers Union, Region
1, District 1; Cooper Institute;
CUPE (PEI Division); PEI
Federation of Labour; Prince
Edward Island Public Transit
Coalition; McKillop Center for
Social Justice; PEI Health
Coalition; Citizens’ Alliance of
PEI; ALERT; Latin American
Mission Program; Don’t Frack
PEI; Prince Edward Island Food
Security Network; PEI Nurses
Union; CUPW Charlottetown
Local 030; United Food and
Commercial Workers;  Public
Services Alliance of Canada; Save
Our Seas and Shores, PEI
Chapter. ●

By Kimball Cariou

A dispute reaching back over a
decade between the B.C. Liberal
government and public school
teachers continues to play out, in
the wake of two court rulings which
found that the province has failed
to bargain in good faith.

Over 29,300 British Columbia
teachers took part in a March 4-6
vote to authorise strike action if
necessary, with 26,051 voting
“yes”, an overwhelming 89% of
the total.

“With this vote, BC teachers
have sent a very clear message to
the BC government; it’s time to
negotiate in good faith, take back
the unreasonable proposals, and
offer teachers a fair deal that also
provides better support for
students,” BCTF President Jim
Iker said.

Contrary to “leaked” reports of
an imminent strike, Iker stressed
that no immediate action is
planned.

BC teachers overwhelmingly back job action

Three years ago, parents, students, teachers and school trustees
successfully fought back against a push by the Liberal government
to force school closures in Vancouver. (Photo: K. Cariou)

“Teachers now have 90 days to
activate the strike vote with some
sort of action,” said Iker. “There is
no set timing for when we will
begin. It will depend entirely on

what is happening at the
negotiating table and whether or
not the government and employers’
association are prepared to be fair
and reasonable.... We will work
very hard to get that negotiated
settlement without any job action.
A strike vote is a normal process in
labour relations and helps apply
pressure to both parties during
negotiations.”

Iker outlined that any initial job

action will be administrative, and
not include school closures or
disruption of learning. Teachers
will still participate in
extracurricular activities, and
report cards and communication
with parents will continue.

If talks stall or the government
does not move on key areas, at
some point job action could
escalate into rotating strikes. But
any full-scale walkout would
require another province-wide vote
of the BCTF membership.

“Teachers voted so
overwhelmingly in favour because
the government has tabled unfair
and unreasonable proposals that
would undo the class size, class
composition, and specialist teacher
staffing levels we just won back in
a BC Supreme Court Ruling,” said
Iker. “The employer’s salary offer
is also less than what was given to
other public sector workers and
ignores how far BC teachers have
fallen behind their colleagues
across Canada.”

Two Liberal premiers, Gordon
Campbell and now Christy Clark,
have waged continual war against
teachers, tearing up negotiated
collective agreements during their
first term in office. As a result of
Liberal underfunding, school

boards have closed nearly 200
schools, and thousands of critical
teaching positions have not been
filled.

Those hardest hit by the cuts
include students with language and
learning disabilities, since school
boards lack the funds to employ
enough teachers to address their
needs. The court rulings found that
the Liberals must bargain on class
composition issues, but the
government has basically ignored
the courts.

One government tactic has been
to spread confusion about the
average salary of BC teachers,
claiming that their incomes are
near the Canadian average. This
was quickly exposed as a lie, since
the phony numbers included
principals and other high-paid out
of scope staff.

The Liberals have also denied
court findings that they deliberately
tried to provoke a teacher strike in
the previous round of bargaining.
However, information from the BC
Public School Employers
Association (the Boards) reveals
that a deal with the BCTF was
nearly done when the Liberals
stepped in to scuttle such an
agreement before last year’s
provincial election. ●

Unions build global campaign
against Crown Holdings

At a Feb. 25 meeting in Geneva, unions representing employees
of Crown Holdings from seven countries shared experiences about
labour relations at Crown Holdings. The unions developed a plan of
action to defend workers in Canada and Turkey, and to prevent the
spread of the company’s anti-union behaviour, often practised by
North American employers, to other areas where Crown operates.

Crown, which almost doubled its profits in 2012, is a U.S.-based
multinational company that produces cans for beverage and food
containers in 149 countries.

Over 120 members of USW Local 9176 in Toronto were forced
on strike on September 6, 2013, after Crown demanded the elimination
of a cost of living allowance (COLA), the establishment of a
permanent  two-tier wage system, wage cuts as high as 42%, and the
continuation of an already nine-year freeze on pensions.

Using the Take-Backs No More online campaign
(www.takebacksnomore.ca) of the United Steelworkers in Canada as
a start, a new global network of unions at Crown is emerging along
with a global campaign.

“Our effort to not only link together various unions at Crown
but also incorporate supply chain unions is meant to provide a
more equal balance of power in dealing with the enormous power
of this multinational corporation,” said Jyrki Raina, General
Secretary of IndustriALL, the umbrella group for USW and
several other Crown workers’ unions. “The arrogance displayed
by Crown Holdings in refusing to even acknowledge offers by
global unions to meet demonstrates that we need real actions and
not just words.”

Ron Oswald, IUF (International Union of Food Workers, which
also includes some Crown employees) General Secretary says, “The
IUF has successfully fought for formal international recognition
from a number of major food and beverage companies all of which
would claim to respect human rights standards for their workers.
Those companies’ responsibility for ensuring similar standards for
human rights through their supply chains is equally clear and we
therefore cannot allow a major supplier of packaging to those same
food and beverage companies to flout human rights standards the
way Crown does. We stand shoulder to shoulder with IndustriALL
members fighting for their rights at Crown.”

Included among Crown’s belligerent acts are:
- a decade of cuts forced on union workers in North America;
- the lengthy strike in Toronto prompted by Crown’s demands for a
permanent lower wage scale for new workers
- using legal barriers to delay full recognition of a union in Turkey;

- a lack of transparency and
consultation over possible closure
of plants in Europe in violation of
EU legislation.

On March 5, the 500,000-
member Congress of Union Retirees
of Canada endorsed a boycott of
Carnival Cruises to protest the role
of Carnival’s chief executive, Arnold
Donald, who as a director of Crown
Holdings is accountable for the
dispute in Toronto.

Plans are already underway to
mobilize for an upcoming Crown’s
shareholders meeting in Phila-
delphia, and for other actions. ●
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Statement by the Central
Executive Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, March 2014

As violent, anti-democratic
protests continue in Venezuela,
the corporate media in Canada are
deliberately spreading lies and
confusion about the situation in
that country. At this difficult time,
the Communist Party of Canada
expresses our full solidarity with
the people of Venezuela and their
freely elected government, and we
condemn the vicious campaign of
disinformation conducted by right-
wing forces in this country against
Venezuela.

It is not surprising that the
Canadian ruling class joins with
U.S. imperialism in supporting the
latest attempt to impose a brutal
“regime change” in Venezuela.
The attitude of the Canadian
government was shown clearly last
year. At that time, Prime Minister
Stephen Harper issued a shocking,
insulting statement hoping that the
death of President Hugo Chavez
would bring “a more promising
future for the Venezuelan people...
based on the principles of freedom,
democracy, the rule of law and
respect for human rights.”

The response of the Venezuelan
government remains completely
valid today, stressing that
Venezuela “has freely and
democratically chosen its Socialist
destiny,” and that the Bolivarian
Revolution has given the country

No to counter-revolution
in Venezuela!

Solidarity demonstrations around the world have spoken out
against the attempt to launch an anti-democratic coup in
Venezuela. Seen here on March 1, Victoria residents protest
right-wing coverage of Venezuela by the local CBC station.

a more promising, independent and
sovereign future.

In Venezuela, the majority of
voters have democratically
supported the Bolivarian
Revolution many times at the ballot
box. But here in Canada, the
Harper Tories were elected in 2011
by a minority of voters, after a
campaign marked by the clumsy
attempts of Conservative
operatives to deny many Canadians
the right to vote. It is Canada which
should take a lesson in genuine
popular democracy from
Venezuela, not the reverse.

As with any country which
embarks on serious attempts to
create a new society on the

principles of popular democracy,
economic independence and social
justice, Venezuela has had to face
challenges from established,
wealthy interests. The Canadian
media's coverage of the recent
protests and the comments of right-
wing politicians have ignored this
truth, turning it upside down.

The violence in Venezuela
today is created by thugs carrying
out murderous attacks from their
wealthy neighbourhoods, not by
the government. The shortage of
some commodities is directly
linked to profiteering by wealthy

business interests, while the
government makes strenuous
efforts to prioritize the needs of
the workers and the poor. The
attempt to overthrow the Maduro
government is not a struggle for
democracy, but rather a deliberate
effort to provoke a brutal U.S-
backed suppression of the
democratic rights of the majority
of Venezuelans.

The Canadian and U.S.
governments arrogantly claim that
Venezuela’s Bolivarian
Revolution and the ALBA process
are “undemocratic” because these
projects reject the neoliberal
agenda of corporate globalization.
The truth is that these corrupt
governments are guilty of
undemocratically imposing anti-
working class economic and social
policies such as corporate-driven
“free trade” deals, here in North
America and across the planet.

The people of Venezuela will
not be bullied into surrender by
the threats and violence of the
“opposition” forces. The Comm-
unist Party of Canada renews our
commitment to stand in solidarity
with the working class and the
poor in Venezuela, and with their
freely-elected government.

No to counter-revolutionary
“regime change” in Venezuela!
Yes to the historic advances of the
Bolivarian Revolution! ●

Stop the T ory steamroller
A new Angus Reid Global poll finds that most Canadians do not

trust the motives of the Conservative government in introducing Bill
C-23, the “Fair Elections Act”. Nearly two-thirds (62%) say the
Tories are motivated by their dislike of Elections Canada. Less than
one-third believe the Tories are making a genuine attempt to
improve elections.

Despite such massive public scepticism, Canadians are almost
evenly divided over the legislation’s dangers and alleged “benefits”.
Clearly, the Tories  will drive ahead with this attempt to steal the
next election before the writ is even dropped. Such a strategy fits
their overall approach of fanning cynicism and apathy. In Harperland,
as with the U.S. Republicans, the ideal form of democracy is the one
with the lowest voter turnout.

That’s why the Conservatives don’t really care that just one in
eight (12%) of respondents in the Reid poll say the Harper government
has improved the democratic process. Increased public scepticism
usually translates into a lower turnout, except among higher-income
right-wing voters.

The contents of Bill C-23 make this strategy crystal clear. For
example, the justification for scrapping “vouching” procedures is
now an admitted lie; it turns out a Tory MP hallucinated that
whopper about people digging voter cards out of the garbage. But
the anti-vouching clause is going ahead, along with other measures
to discourage voting.

The Harper recipe includes a mix of threats against critics, sabotage
of the electoral system, jingoistic nonsense, and outrageous lies. Many
Canadians are working to mobilize resistance against the Harper
agenda, but calls to wait for an NDP or Liberal victory undermine these
efforts. It’s time for the leadership of the labour movement, in particular,
to get on board and build grassroots anti-Conservative sentiments into
a powerful struggle to win a genuine People’s Alternative.

R2P - formula for war
The infamous “responsibility to protect” doctrine continues to

weaken the potential for a broad and powerful anti-war movement,
leaving considerable room for militarist politicians and corporations
to manoeuvre. The latest example comes with the dangerous situation
in Ukraine, where nationalist and even outright fascist forces, openly
backed by the EU and U.S., have overthrown an elected government.

But many who should know better are lining up to praise the coup
in Kiev. For some, including the opposition parties in Parliament,
this is simply an exercise in opportunism, based on illusory
calculations of vote gains from right-wing ethnic organizations.

But the problem goes deeper. In country after country in recent
years, imperialism has launched similar operations. Having learned
from the public relations disaster of the Iraq War, the key imperialist
countries now present meddling in the internal affairs of other
countries as “promoting the equality of women” or “protecting
innocent civilians.” In some cases, this strategy veers into the
bizarre, such as the campaign to smear the repeatedly-elected
government of Venezuela as “dictators” who have supposedly
“crushed” the real democratic forces.

For the anti-war movement to rebuild in Canada, the starting point
must be to reject this imperialist game. The U.S. and its allies have
zero interest in “defending civilians.” Those who focus on “protecting
Ukrainians from Russian imperialism” fall into a deadly trap. This is
not to defend the reactionary policies of the Putin government; but the
anti-Russian campaign by the U.S. and EU today is based on a geo-
political strategy of encircling and destroying Russia, pillaging its
resources, and tightening the noose around China, which could
become a counter-weight to U.S. imperialism. This is the true aim of
the R2P doctrine, and the sooner this lesson is grasped, the better.
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Statement of the Central
Executive Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, Feb. 26, 2014

The Communist Party of
Canada joins with the labour
movement and other demo-
cratically-minded people and
organizations in condemning the
Tory government’s new
Citizenship Bill C-24.

Disguised as legislation to
combat crime and “rationalize”
citizenship criteria, C-24 extends
shocking new powers to the federal
Cabinet to strip Canadians of their
citizenship rights.

Once this door has been opened,
it will become much easier for
governments to use such powers
for purely political purposes. The
effect would be to turn the clock
back to the historic periods when
Canadian governments openly
used racist and reactionary
immigration and refugee policies
to bar certain categories of people
from entering the country, or to
deport “trouble-makers” for

Stop Bill C-24 - defend the right s of immigrant s and refugees!

C-24

refusing to stay silent about abuses
of corporate or government power.

Bill C-24 would have the most
serious immediate impact on so-
called “dual citizens” - those who,
knowingly or otherwise, are citizens
of both Canada and another country.
The Bill would allow the
government - not the courts - to
unilaterally strip citizenship from
any Canadian - naturalized or
native-born - who has been
convicted in any country of a
“terrorist offence” and sentenced
to at least five years in jail.

Yet thousands of people born
in this country may be dual citizens
without even understanding their
status. Many countries
automatically treat the children or
grandchildren of their nationals as
citizens, regardless of birthplace.
One such country is Egypt, which
classifies children of Egyptian-
born fathers as citizens of Egypt,
regardless of their birthplace.

This fact is significant because
it could be used to strip former
child soldier and Guantanamo
detainee Omar Khadr of his

Canadian citizenship. Khadr has
been the target of a vicious vendetta
by the Harper government. Now
serving an eight-year sentence after
being convicted by a U.S. military
court, based on outrageously
framed-up “evidence”, Khadr was

born in Toronto. Since Khadr’s
late father was born in Egypt, he
could be among the first victims of
Bill C-24. In fact, the government
would not even have to prove Omar
Khadr is a dual citizen; under the
terms of Bill C-24, he would have
to prove he is not a dual Canadian-
Egyptian citizen.

Such absurdities could be
repeated with depressing regularity
by governments conducting the
so-called “war on terror.” To this
day, the Conservative government
is deporting former members of
the FMLN, El Salvador’s
liberation movement against
fascist military regimes, even
though Canada has full diplomatic
relations with the democratically-
elected FMLN government of El
Salvador. Over twenty years after
Nelson Mandela walked free from
an apartheid jail, the Canadian
government still treats diplomats
who are members of his governing
ANC party as suspicious, often
making it difficult for them to enter
Canada. These two examples alone
prove that the provisions of C-24
are wide open for arbitrary
interpretation and abuse by
governments with a far-right, racist
agenda.

There are also serious problems
with other changes announced this
month by the federal Citizenship
Minister. These changes add new
barriers to those seeking

immigration or refugee status.
The wait period for permanent
residents in Canada will be
extended, making them wait longer
before they can apply for
citizenship and become fully
participating members of Canadian
society.
The very onerous Residence
Questionnaire will be imposed on
more applicants, adding to long
processing delays.

Refugees face an increase in
fees, up to $400 effective
immediately. Language and
knowledge test requirements will
be extended to more applicants,
now to include all those from 14-
64 years, from the current 18-54
years.

Such barriers to citizenship have
a particular impact on refugees
who have suffered persecution and
long years of deprivation.

For all these reasons, the
Communist Party of Canada urges
defeat of Bill C-24, and the reversal
of the growing number of barriers
to those seeking refugee and
immigrant status.  ●

Rising T ide launches
“Line 9 Pledge of

Resist ance”
TORONTO - In response to the National Energy Board’s March 6
decision to approve Enbridge’s pipeline reversal plan, Rising Tide
Toronto is launching a “Line 9 Pledge of Resistance” petition. The
pledge asks people to commit to civil disobedience to protect communities,
land, and water from tar sands and fracked oil in the pipeline.

“The NEB hearings have always been a rubber stamping process. It
doesn’t matter how many people participate, how many municipalities
or Band Councils say they don’t want this project - or haven’t even been
consulted,” said Amanda Lickers of Reclaim Turtle Island. “Canada is
in cahoots with industry and we are all going to lose. This madness
needs to be stopped at the source, at the tar sands.”

Line 9 passes within 50 kilometers of 18 First Nation communities,
and impacts the watersheds of several more. Several First Nations
intervened during the NEB hearings to express that no meaningful
consultation had taken place. As such, the reversal proposal violates
many treaties including the Royal Proclamation, the Simcoe Deed,
and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
amongst others.

“Enbridge is over-looking the health and safety of millions people
for profit. Aamjiwnaang is experiencing a health crisis that has been
ignored by all levels of government and with the Line 9 approval, it
will only get worse” says Vanessa Gray from the community group
Aamjiwaang and Sarnia Against Pipelines (ASAP).

Aamjiwnaang First Nation never consented to Line 9. Furthermore,
a recent investigation by W5 showed that nine spills had occurred
since 2004 at Enbridge’s Sarnia terminal, located on Aamjiwnaang
territory. The investigation also discovered that Enbridge had not
notified local authorities about these spills. Aamjiwnaang suffers
from severe health issues due to its proximity Canada’s petro-
chemical industry. An estimated 40% of its population require
inhalers and 39% of the women have experienced miscarriages.

“With an over 90% risk of rupture, a spill from Line 9 is a matter
of where and when, not if it will happen,” says Shirley Ceravolo of
Rising Tide Toronto. “Indigenous people in Alberta who are leading
the anti-tar sands movement have called it the civil rights movement
of our time. Rising Tide is calling for civil disobedience to show
opposition to Line 9 and Tar Sands expansion.”  ●

(“Line 9 Pledge of Resistance” link: http://you.leadnow.ca/p/
line9resistance)On International Women’s Day, as a  reminder

of the persistence of sexism in Canada, the Rebel
Youth blogspot circulated these news snippets...

The Montreal restaurant Nacho Libre got called
out for putting “jokes” about violence against women
in its publicity, like “Pick-up line of the day: does this
tissue smell like chloroform?” and “I like my beer
like I like my violence: domestic.” After removing
the offensive jokes, the owner said they came from
mainstream culture and that the bar has done “much
worse stuff than this over the past two years.”

A female pilot of a WestJet plane was told, via
a note, by a Bible-quoting male passenger that “The
cockpit of an airline is no place for a woman.” and “I
wish WestJet could tell me a fair lady is at the helm
so I can book another flight!” The captain’s reply:

Long way to go for women’ s equality?
“there are no places that are not for ladies any more.”
But it turns out that the best WestJet can claim about
gender stats for their pilots is that it has over 1,118
men and only 58 women, about five percent!

The president of the Student Federation of the
University of Ottawa recently shared screenshots
she had received of a chat between five young men
from a slate opposing her in the student elections.
Anne Marie Roy has been president of the student
federation since May 2013, and was re-elected this
month. In the conversation the men made graphic
sexual descriptions about what they wanted to do to
her, including a rape “joke”/threat. Meanwhile, the
university suspended its men’s hockey team, as
police investigate allegations that several players
were involved in a sexual assault in Thunder Bay. ●

International Women's Day: Toronto, March 8, 2014

People's Voice
photos by Ed Bil

Photo from www.cannon.ca



6  •  PEOPLE’S VOICE  •  MARCH 16-31, 2014

It is significant that we are
examining the question of “peace
vs. imperialism” on this 15th
anniversary of the 1999 NATO
war against Yugoslavia, as many
aspects of imperialism’s current
orientation were developed, tested
and codified in the context of that
aggression. These features can be
roughly encapsulated in NATO’s
1999 New Strategic Concept
document, which was formally
adopted in April of that year, and
which the following key policy
formulations:
- a shift from focus on “collective
defense” of member states in the
North Atlantic arena, toward
explicit sanction of NATO out-of-
area action on a range of security
and politico-economic concerns;
- articulation of NATO action as
independent from the UN Security
Council deliberations, sanction
and oversight;
- discarding NATO’s 1991
statement that “none of its weapons
will ever be used except in self-
defense”;
- commitment by NATO members,
in their effort to defense of
“common security interests”, to
participate in operations beyond
alliance territory;
- reiterated commitment to
expansion in Europe.

While these policy statements
did not fundamentally change the
nature and character of NATO as
an aggressive, imperialist military
alliance, they represented a
dramatic and deliberate shift in
how the organization projected its
role in the world.

To understand why the NATO
states would commit to this
sweeping reorientation, it is useful
to review the key events of the
time. In the early 1990’s, most of
the capitalist world was struggling
with a severe and lengthy economic
crisis that had begun around 1987
and continued into the mid-1990’s.

In Canada, this developed into
a long period of economic
recession, exacerbated by trade
liberalization with the United
States. In general, capitalist
globalization (related to huge
developments in technology) was
on the rise, and this meant huge
changes to economies around the
world. The comprehensive
economic restructuring meant that,
in some national economies, entire
sectors were decimated and some
new sectors emerged and grew.
These developments sparked
extensive discourse between
corporate boardrooms and
imperialist governments, about
how to reorient in order to identify
and exploit new global
opportunities. Perhaps the
central development at this time
was the sudden demise of the
Soviet Union and socialist
community of states, and massive
geopolitical changes that followed.
Huge areas of the world were now
viewed as “opened up” to Western
capitalism (whose members were

Modern imperialism’s “white man’s burden”Modern imperialism’s “white man’s burden”Modern imperialism’s “white man’s burden”Modern imperialism’s “white man’s burden”Modern imperialism’s “white man’s burden”
As we went to press, Canadian Peace Congress

president Dave McKee was preparing to attend a
World Peace Council “Forum for the World of

Equals”, taking place in Belgrade, on the theme of
“Global Peace vs Global Interventionism and
Imperialism”. The following is an excerpt from
Dave McKee’s presentation in Belgrade, titled

“The Responsibility to Protect - Modern
Imperialism’s White Man’s Burden”.

fighting amongst themselves for
positions of competitive advantage
- for control of resources and
markets at the expense of their
imperialist competitors).

The end of the Cold War meant
the sudden loss of NATO’s pretext
for existing, and it embarked on a
long search for a new identity and
role.

In Canada, a key moment in
this ongoing discussion about
changing foreign policy in the
“post-Soviet” era is
represented by the 1999
Symposium of the Conference
of Defence Associations
(CDA). The CDA is an old and
extremely influential advocacy
group, whose membership is
made up of over 50 military
organizations. It is large, well-
funded and well-connected.
Part of its funding comes from
the Department of National
Defence, so it is clear that when
CDA speaks the government
listens.

The 1999 symposium was
focused on changing strategic
assessment within the context of
the massive geopolitical changes
mentioned above. Specifically, the
symposium identified the
following strategic issues:
- the pressing need for reorientation
in Canadian foreign policy
(military and economic) in light of
the demise of the Soviet Union;
- the rise of China as a political and
economic world power, a rise
characterized as “the most serious
challenge to Western interests in
the Pacific”;
- the importance of retaining and
developing NATO as a counter-
balance to changing geopolitics
that challenge Western interests;
- the destabilization of the central
Asian states as a strategic and
economic opportunity, and
specific opportunities for Canada
in the vast energy reserves of the
Caspian Sea Basin and central
Asian region;
- the necessity for Canada to
integrate military and economic
issues within foreign policy
discussions, in order to exert global
influence and reap economic
benefit;
- the government of Iraq -
characterized as a “rogue state” -
as a barrier to securing Western
interests in the central Asian
region.

Virtually all of the above
concerns were under discussion at
the same time by other Western
states. These preoccupations are
reflective of two of the key
concerns of imperialism: the
territorial division and re-division
of the world amongst the most
powerful states, and the military
force required to achieve, enforce
and maintain such a division.

As imperialist states discussed
- individually and collectively, in
moments of collusion and
moments of competition - how to
confront the twin challenges of the

economic crisis and the
geopolitical shifts, Yugoslavia
emerged as the immediate practical
arena in which new policy
directions were tested and
clarified. This engagement was
continued, in rapid succession,
through the aggressions against
Afghanistan and Iraq.

The loss of the socialist
community of states provided
imperialism with a conundrum. On
the one hand, two important
opportunities emerged. First, a
massive region of the world was
now deemed to be “opened up” to
capitalism - resources, markets and
trade routes were available for
control and plunder. Second, the
absence of the Soviet Union at the
international table meant that the
main obstruction to imperialist -

especially US - expansion was
removed.

On the other hand, the end of
the Cold War also meant that the
“spectre of communism” was lost
as an justification for huge military
expenditures. The peoples of the
NATO countries moved quickly,
especially in the context of
economic crisis, to demand a
“peace dividend” - large reductions
in military budgets and
reinvestment in social programs
and infrastructure. Without the
endorsement, or at least passivity,
of public opinion, imperialist states
would have difficulty in securing
the resources necessary for the
implementation and consolidation
of their new plans.

Imperialism desperately needed
to find a new pretext for continued
militarism, aggression and war.
Part of the answer to this search
was provided by the “war on
terror”. But another part came in
the form of the doctrine of
“Responsibility to Protect”, and
this involved a comprehensive
rewriting of the foundations of
international law.

While the specific doctrine of
“Responsibility to Protect” (or
“R2P”) was codified in 2001, its
roots lay in the broad notion of
“humanitarian intervention” (or
“HI”). HI emerged as a theme in
international relations in the early
19th century, in the context of
competition among the major
European powers for influence and
control over the territories of the
declining Ottoman Empire. Its use
during this period was
characterized by depictions of
Ottoman repression of minorities,
coupled with extensive liberal
agitation for military intervention
to prevent atrocities. To be
effective, HI had to be invoked in
a sophisticated manner that could
grasp hold of public opinion. Part
of this involved highlighting the
supposed virtue of the imperialist
nation while demonizing the

character of the target state, and
positing a war of “humanitarian
intervention” as a moral duty...

Throughout the 19th century, as
humanitarian intervention was
repeatedly used by each imperialist
state to justify their drive to re-
divide the world, it became deeply
embedded in the dominant ideology
and had various cultural reflections.
One of the most famous imperialist
writers of this era was the English
poet, Rudyard Kipling. His 1899
poem, “The White Man’s Burden”,
celebrated the seizure of the
Philippines by the United States,
from Spain. The poem portrayed
such colonization as a noble
enterprise that carried out the moral
responsibility of European and
American imperialists (“Whites”)
to reign over the other peoples of

the world. ..
Of course, US seizure of

the Philippines did not yield
Kipling’s imagined goals of
social, economic and cultural
development. Instead, it
resulted in the Filipino-
American War, in which an
estimated 1.4 million Filipinos
died, followed by decades of
occupation and repression. Far
from its noble pretext of
humanitarianism, the
American invasion of the
Philippines was clearly
motivated by, and enormously
important to, the drive by US
imperialism to establish and

expand its control over foreign
resources and markets.

In the course of the 20th century,
imperialism continued to use
“humanitarian intervention” as a
pretext for expansion but was often
held in check, to varying degrees, by
a range of factors. These included:
- Public opinion: Despite
comprehensive and sustained
ideological assaults, campaigns
against imperialist policies
emerged early on and continued to
grow. The American Anti-
Imperialist League, for example,
was formed in 1898 with the
purpose of opposing US seizure
of the Philippines. Within a year,

it had organized over 100 local
committees across the country and
had a membership of over 25,000.
The League was able to sustain its
work against imperialist foreign
policies for two decades and is
one example among several similar
movements, in countries all over
the world.
- Institutionalization of state
sovereignty in international law:
While it is legally rooted in the
Peace of Westphalia in 1648, the
concept the territorial integrity of
states was confirmed and codified
by the League of Nations and, to a
greater extent, the United Nations.
Article 2.4 of the UN Charter, for
example, compels member states
to “refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of
force against the territorial integrity
or political independence of any
state.” Humanitarian intervention
routinely violated this article.
- The Soviet Union: As suggested
earlier, this was perhaps the single
most significant obstacle to
imperialist expansion. The
October Revolution served as a
powerful magnet for workers and
progressives, and it inspired the
birth of many powerful anti-
imperialist movements all over the
world. Furthermore, as the Soviet
Union developed, it emerged as a
powerful political-diplomatic
force that was capable, to some
extent, of containing imperialism.

By the late 20th century, in the
wake of the end of the Cold War
and in the context of deep
economic crisis, imperialism was
presented with both the need and
the opportunity to reorient.

The NATO states revisited the
idea of humanitarian intervention
and began updating it. As in the
19th century, the competitive
imperialist drive to re-divide the
world was justified through the
moral imperative of humanitarian
intervention. However, the
obstacle of the sovereignty of states
remained. ●

(The conclusion of Dave
McKee’s presentation will be in
the next issue of People’s Voice.)

“S trike against war”
We continue our series of anti-war articles and commentaries

with this excerpt from a January 1916 speech by the famous U.S.
socialist, Helen Keller.

Every modern war has had its root in exploitation. The Civil War
was fought to decide whether the slaveholders of the South or the
capitalists of the North should exploit the West. The Spanish-
American War decided that the United States should exploit Cuba
and the Philippines. The South African War decided that the British
should exploit the diamond mines. The Russo-Japanese War decided
that Japan should exploit Korea. The present war is to decide who
shall exploit the Balkans, Turkey, Persia, Egypt, India, China,
Africa. And we are whetting our sword to scare the victors into
sharing the spoils with us. Now, the workers are not interested in the
spoils; they will not get any of them anyway.

The preparedness propagandists have still another object, and a
very important one. They want to give the people something to think
about besides their own unhappy condition. They know the cost of
living is high, wages are low, employment is uncertain and will be
much more so when the European call for munitions stops. No
matter how hard and incessantly the people work, they often cannot
afford the comforts of life; many cannot obtain the necessities....

All the machinery of the system has been set in motion. Above the
complaint and din of the protest from the workers is heard the voice
of authority....

Strike against all ordinances and laws and institutions that
continue the slaughter of peace and the butcheries of war. Strike
against war, for without you no battles can be fought. Strike against
manufacturing shrapnel and gas bombs and all other tools of
murder. Strike against preparedness that means death and misery to
~ millions of human beings. Be not dumb, obedient slaves in an army
of destruction. Be heroes in an army of construction. ●

www.canadianpeacecongress.ca
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By Anna Pha and Bob
Briton, The Guardian
(Australia)

Ukraine has been subjected to
what is becoming an all too familiar
practice of ousting legitimate
governments that refuse to submit
themselves to the diktat of the US.
In Libya and Syria and now
Venezuela and Ukraine, a similar
formula for regime change can be
seen. Anti-government protests
and demands by forces seeking
reforms are used as fronts for
Western (or Saudi) funded, armed
and trained ultra-right and terrorist/
fascist forces.

Western media flood news
outlets with graphic images of the
victims of terrorist assaults and
massacres, falsely accusing
government forces of perpetrating
the atrocities. Ethnic or religious
differences are fanned, and
economic sanctions imposed to
create economic hardship and
increase pressure for a change of
government. Attempts by elected
governments to use state police
and military to defeat the terrorists
(including foreign mercenaries)
and defend their people and
sovereignty are portrayed as
“crimes against humanity” while
those carrying out the coup and
atrocities are held up as being
“pro-democracy”.

In Ukraine, the US has installed
what it calls a transitional coalition
government which is heavily
penetrated by neo-Nazi and other
extreme right forces. Members of
the Svoboda (All Ukrainian Union)
and Pravy Sektor (Right Sector)
have control over the armed forces,
police and national security.
Svoboda was formerly called the
Social National Party, a deliberate
reference to Hitler’s Nazi party.

The US has hardly hidden its
involvement in Ukraine’s internal
affairs. Last December, US
Senator John McCain was publicly
seen dining with opposition
leaders including Svoboda leader
Oleh Tyahnybok. US Secretary of
State John Kerry and Assistant
Secretary of State for Europe and
Eurasia, Victoria Nuland took part
in the Maidan (city square)
demonstrations, openly calling on
the people to rise up and bring
down their elected government.
The role of the US in deciding on
the new government was revealed
in a secretly taped (private)
discussion between Nuland and
the US Ambassador to Ukraine
Geoffrey Pyatt. It also revealed
the involvement of the EU in
orchestrating regime change.

“Flowering of
fascism”

“The United States and the
European Union have embraced
the revolution here as another
flowering of democracy ...” writes
Steven Erlanger, in the New York
Times (“After Initial Triumph,
Ukraine’s Leaders Face Battle for
Credibility”, 01-03-2014). “Flow-
ering of fascism” would have been
a more apt description. The two
main parties that have been installed
by the US, EU and NATO, the
Fatherland and Svoboda both pay
tribute to Stepan Bandera who led
collaboration with the Nazis and
who played an active part in the
massacre of Ukraine’s Jewish
population in the Second World

Confronting the rise of fascism in Ukraine

War. The fascists are attacking
synagogues and Eastern Orthodox
Christian churches, xenophobia
towards ethnic Russians, Tartars
and other minority groups has
surged, museums have been looted,
Communists and members of
Yanukovich’s Party of Regions
have had their homes raided. The
Communist Party of Ukraine’s
offices have been attacked.

Australia’s Prime Minister
Tony Abbott fell into line behind
the US, telling Russia to “back
off”, that it is “simply
unacceptable” for Russia to
interfere militarily in the
Ukraine. Apparently, US and
EU interference is acceptable.
“Let Ukraine get on with being
run in a peaceful and democratic
manner,” Abbott said. What
hypocrisy!

The real source of external
intervention in the sovereign
affairs, the driving forces in the
coup in Ukraine are the US, the
European Union and NATO
with the International Monetary
Fund lurking in the background
with an austerity program mapped
out for the people. They have
promoted and supported extreme
right-wing, neo-Nazi and
xenophobic forces and fostered
tensions, divisions and conflicts
with the aim of installing a
compliant government that would
give them political, economic and
military domination over Ukraine.

The agreement of association with
the EU that President Yanukovich
had refused to sign is not, as often
portrayed by the media, just an
agreement to join the EU. It contains
a dangerous military component
which would have opened the doors
to a US/NATO military takeover.
Yanukovich’s refusal to sign away
Ukraine’s sovereignty and for it to
become the staging point for US/
NATO missiles and forces aimed at
Russia and others, was the trigger
that set in motion the regime change
process.

Russia the target
The situation is complex with a

number of agendas at play. Ukraine
is a strategically important to the
US in its attempts to surround
Russia with military forces and
weapons. It has never let up in its
plans to break up the Russian
Federation and take control of oil,
gas and other resources. The
ongoing vilification of Russian
Prime Minister Putin and Russia
in the Western media is part of the

campaign to justify the West’s
actions. The Crimea, a semi-
autonomous region of the Ukraine,
is of particular strategic
importance.

The Russian Black Sea Fleet has
been stationed in Sevastopol
(Crimea) since the 18th century.
Crimea has a rich history of

attachment and occupation over
centuries. In more recent times it
was part of the Russian Federation
until Soviet President Nikita
Khrushchev transferred it to
Ukraine. Following the demise of
the Soviet Union, when Russia and
Ukraine negotiated arrangements
relating to military (including
nuclear weapons) forces and
weapons, the fleet remained under
a new agreement. Russia is now
being accused by the West of
interfering in Ukraine because of
its military presence in Crimea. “We
have an arrangement with Ukraine
about the stationing of the Russian
Black Sea fleet in Sevastopol and
we are acting within the framework
of that agreement,” Russian
ambassador to the UN, Vitaly
Churkin, told reporters. This
agreement, which was extended for
25 years in 2010, includes
discounted prices for Ukrainian
purchases of gas from Russia.

Crimea is critical to Russia’s
defence and President Putin and
Russia’s parliament are
determined to retain their presence
and maintain their security. They
do not recognise the so-called
government that has been installed
by the West. The Western
propaganda machine has been hard
at work with a flood of lies about
Russian activity and interference
in the Crimea.

In Crimea, where more than half
the population are ethnic Russian,
there is strong support for President
Yanukovich. There have been large

protests against fascism and in
support of ties with Russia,
misreported in Australia’s media
as being simply anti-EU. People
have set up self-defence units
against the fascists. There is strong
opposition to the presence of US or
NATO missile and military forces
there. Russia’s package of a $15
billion debt deal and gas discounts
is far larger than the EU’s and is not
tied up with the IMF austerity and
other strings attached to the EU’s.
But that is not the main question.
Russia has responded quickly to
defend its interests and ethnic
Russians in Crimea.

Changing the
balance

Control of Ukraine would give
the US and NATO control over
the Black Sea. The other countries
bordering the Black Sea - Romania,
Bulgaria, Turkey and Georgia -
are at present firmly in the
imperialist camp. Russia has four
naval fleets - Black Sea, Pacific,
Northern and Baltic. The Black
Sea Fleet is the most important
because of the links to the Middle
East. Sevastopol is a large and

deep port. The ports along
Russia’s coastline with the
Black Sea are shallow. It is also
Russia’s only warm water port.
It is vital to Russia’s security.
Ukraine is a strategic piece in
the US’s attempts to encircle
Russia, which are well advanced.
The US already has Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Georgia,
Romania, Poland and
Azerbaijan at its disposal for
military operations. Crimea is
only 30 kilometres from Turkey,
which the US used as a launching
pad for wars in the Middle East.
In Afghanistan the US originally
trained and armed the Taliban to
bring about regime change and

install a government hostile to the
Soviet Union. US geo-political
meddling hasn’t stopped since but
it has not gone all their way. Iran is
lined up for regime change. The
US’s anti-missile shield, with bases
in Eastern Europe, is targeted at
Russia. Afghanistan and Iran are
also critical to the US moves to
encircle the People’s Republic of
China.

The EU is waging war against
the Russian Gazprom company
which, with its partners, has been
battling EU demands regarding a
new South Stream pipeline, which
would stretch 2,400 kilometres
bypassing Ukraine, taking gas to
Europe - Serbia, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Slovenia, Austria, Italy,
Croatia, Macedonia, Greece and

Turkey. EU competition policy
prevents the same company
owning a pipeline and what flows
along it, a policy which the Russian
government and Gazprom have
been fighting. One of the objectives
of the EU relates to control of
natural gas pipelines and
enforcement of “competition”
policy on Ukraine and Russia.

While constantly supporting
NATO expansion, the US had a
setback recently when it lost its
Manas base in Kyrgyzstan. NATO
responded provocatively with
plans to hold military exercises in
Georgia, which is strategically
placed between the Black Sea and
Caspian Sea. The West failed in
earlier attempts to break off
Chechnya from the Russian
Federation but pressure will
doubtless be maintained. The
Black Sea is important to the US’s
Middle East plans, including the
strengthening of neo-fascist forces
such as the Muslim Brotherhood.

Aid for fascism -
threat of war

The open involvement of US,
EU and NATO leaders in the build
up to the coup exposes it as part of
the drive to change the geo-
political balance in Europe in ways
that threaten security and peace in
Europe and the world. The support
accorded to the interim
government by the EU leaders will
give encouragement to right-wing
and fascist forces across Europe.

The headline of the New York
Times article quoted above, “After
Initial Triumph, Ukraine’s Leaders
Face Battle for Credibility” raises
an important point. The
“revolution” in Ukraine lacks
credibility amongst the people. The
February 21 agreement reached
with Yanukovich and opposition
leaders to hold early elections was
swept aside with the support of the
US and EU. Having trashed the
agreement, a bunch of criminals
and fascists has been installed. The
situation is unfolding quickly and
the outcome is by no means certain.

The removal of the Russian fleet
from Sevastopol and the instal-
lation of Western forces and
missiles would seriously weaken
Russia’s defence capabilities. The
US would also like to see Russia
lose its veto powers on the UN
Security Council and, as a result,
we can expect to see the “cold
war” against Russia intensify. Any
escalation by the West of the
situation on the Crimean peninsula
raises the prospect of war, which
could spread well beyond the
borders of Ukraine and Russia. ●

Under the umbrella of EU flags at Maidan Square can be seen
flags of the pro-Nazi Banderists, and flags with the three-finger
salute of the fascist SNPU, renamed “Svoboda” in 2004.

SNPU members lead a yearly march in Kiev in honour of Stepan
Bandera, whose army helped carry out Hitler’s pogroms in
Ukraine. The SNPU changed its name to “Svoboda” (All Ukrainian
Union) but still uses the letter N with centre bar symbol of the Nazi
Ukrainian SS Division.

"White Pride World Wide" racist at
a far-right ceremony in Ukraine.
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Join the Communist
Party of Canada

Global class struggle

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the

Labour S tart website,
www.labourst art.org

Press companies
to compensate
victims

Almost a year ago, 1,100
clothing factory workers were
killed when their building
collapsed in Rana Plaza in
Bangladesh. It was one of the worst
industrial accidents in history.

The catastrophe was followed
up by a ground-breaking
agreement signed by international
unions, Bangladesh unions,
employers, major clothing brands,
the International Labor Org-
anization and the Bangladeshi
government. But according to a
LabourStart report, Walmart and
19 other companies have still not
made public donations to a fund
that compensates the injured and
the families of the workers killed.

Part of the purpose of the fund
is to make sure such a tragedy
never happens again. As the Clean
Clothes Campaign put it, “The
survivors and victims families have
suffered enough and should not
have to relive that horrible day
without being secure that their
financial losses at least are covered.
They suffered terrible injuries, lost
husbands and wives, children and
parents, brothers and sisters; and
will bear the physical and
emotional scars for life. This can
never be compensated for, but they
can and should be compensated
for loss of income and medical
costs before the anniversary.”

In addition to Walmart, these
companies have not contributed
to the fund: Adler Modemrkte,
Auchan, Ascena Retail, Benetton,
C&A, Carrefour, Cato Fashions,
Children’s Place, Grabalok,
Gueldenpfennig, Kids for Fashion,
KiK, LPP, Manifattura Corona,
Matalan, NKD, Premier Clothing,
Primark, PWT, Walmart and Yes
Zee. LabourStart is hosting an
online campaign with trade unions
and the Clean Clothes Campaign
to pressure those companies to
pay compensation now.

Strikes at Pepsi
& IBM in China

Workers at several Pepsi
factories across China went on
strike March 5 in a protest against
management plans for large-scale
layoffs, pay cuts, and reduced
benefits. Workers displayed
banners around the factories
stating “No to illegal layoffs! We
demand jobs! We need to live! We
have a family to feed!”

The strikes in Changchun,
Chongqing, Xinjiang, Harbin,
Xi’an, Lanzhou, and other areas
were supported by the trade union
representing the Pepsi workers.
The union convened a special
meeting to gather grievances, and
stated in a public letter that it not
only reserved the right to “have
workers’ demands answered” but
would seek help and support from
higher-level trade unions and the
government bodies involved.

Enterprise trade unions at
individual Pepsi factories took
their own specific actions. In the
northern city of Changchun, the
factory union sent a list of demands
to the local government, city-level
trade union, and senior

management, stating that it was
illegal for Pepsi to unilaterally
terminate employment contracts,
and that the union will never agree
to such company “decisions.” The
Changchun union also proposed a
compensation plan that better
protects the rights of workers with
fewer years’ employment.

Similar multi-factory protests
took place in 2011, when Pepsi
offloaded its China bottling
business to the Taiwan and Japan-
owned Tingyi Holdings. Several
thousand workers in at least five
factories went on strike to protect
their jobs and demand assurances
that pay, benefits and working
conditions would not be eroded.
Those concerns now appear to
have been valid.

In another development in
China, the transnational IBM has
been accused of unfair practices
by 1,000 striking workers at one of
its server factories in Guangdong.

The strikers are protesting a low
compensation offer stemming
from IBM’s deal to sell its server
business to Lenovo. The strikers
also claim long hours at the factory
violate Chinese law.

After IBM agreed in January to
sell its x86 server business to
Lenovo, the company gave
workers at the Shenzhen plant until
March 12 to accept one of two
offers. Those who want to end
their employment would get
“compensation” plus 6,000 yuan
(US$980). Employees who wish
to keep their jobs would become
Lenovo employees, but would
forgo the 6,000 yuan.

The workers claim IBM’s offers
violate Chinese law. They want a
better compensation package,
adherence to Chinese law on work-
hour restrictions, periodic
occupational health and safety
checks, and extra compensation to
female workers who are pregnant
or nursing.

 Chinese laws limit the
maximum work day to 12 hours,
including overtime and 1.5 hours
in break time. The IBM workers
have 15-hour shifts, with a total
break time of 1.5 hours, a clear
legal violation.

Stop violence
against women
journalists

The International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) marked IWD
(March 8) by calling on media
organisations and public
authorities to confront violence
against women and to achieve safer
working environments.

Zuliana Lainez, head of the IFJ
working group on violence against

women journalists, said: “In
addition to numerous cases of
discriminations in the workplace
including the gender pay gap and
the glass ceiling, women
journalists are subject to specific
violence because they are women.
Numerous cases of intimidation,
sexual harassment and physical
attacks have been reported. We
cannot tolerate that those cases are
perpetrated in total impunity.”

In particular, the IFJ demands
that media houses adopt specific
policies (if not in place already) to
fight against sexual harassment and
bullying, and to adopt severe
sanctions against perpetrators of
acts of violence in newsrooms.
The IFJ also wants specific safety
training for women on how to
handle physical attacks and threats
when working in the field. The
media should also commit to
promote dialogue, both within
newsrooms and the news, in order
to increase social awareness of the
need to eradicate gender-based
violence.

The IFJ will raise these issues
at the annual UN Meeting on the
status of women, March 10-21 in
New York. Along with other union
federations, the IFJ is calling for
equal access to work, education
and public services, as well as
empowerment and the elimination
of all forms of violence, based on
previous UN frameworks and
agreements.

Miners deaths in
Australia

Half of all workers killed on
Western Australia mine sites are
under the supervision of bosses
with less than one year in the job.
The most frequent causes of death
include vehicles plunging over
edges, runaway vehicles and
collisions.The information was
revealed by an analysis of 52
mining-related fatalities from 2000
to 2012.

A Department of Mines and
Petroleum (DMP) report showed
just under half the workers killed
were in their first year at a mine
site or were performing a new role,
and almost half of the fatal
accidents involved supervisors in
their first year on the job. Onsite
procedures were not complied with
in two-thirds of fatalities.

Australia’s Mines Minister has
admitted that a “cowboy” culture
still exists in mining. Last year,
nearly three Western Australia
mine sites a week were being shut
down over safety breaches. Of
the 52 deaths between 2000 and
2012, more than half occurred at
gold and nickel mines and a third
at iron ore mines, with 35 surface
fatalities and 17 underground
deaths.

The Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union says
that workers at many mine sites
are afraid to complain about
safety amid fears they would lose
their jobs.

European women
work 59 days free

Women in Europe still work 59
days “for free” according to figures
released by the European

Commission. The gender pay gap
- the average difference between
women and men’s hourly earnings
- has barely moved in recent years,
still at around 16%. In effect,
women work 59 days “for free”
until they match the amount earned
by men, even though the economic
crisis has seen men’s earnings
decrease.

Vice-President Viviane Reding,
the EU’s Justice Commissioner,
said “Equal pay for equal work is
a founding principle of the EU,
but sadly is still not yet a reality for
women in Europe. Following years
of inaction, it is time for a change.
The European Commission is
currently working on an initiative
to trigger change, so that in the
near future we will no longer need
an Equal Pay day.”

In some countries like Hungary,
Portugal, Estonia, Bulgaria,
Ireland and Spain, the gender pay
gap has actually increased in recent
years.

A report by the European
Commission from December 2013
found that equal pay is hindered
by a number of factors. These
include a lack of transparency in
pay systems, and a lack of legal
clarity in the definition of work of
equal value.

“Procedural obstacles” include
the lack of information necessary
to bring a successful equal pay
claim. Increased wage
transparency could help individual
victims of pay discrimination to
compare themselves more easily
to workers of the other sex.

Domestic workers
rise across Asia

 Eni Lestari, chair of the
International Migrant Workers
Alliance, told a March 2 rally in
Hong Kong that more people are

speaking out against exploitation
of domestic workers in Asia, but
conditions are not getting better.

The numbers of foreign
domestic helpers, mostly female,
have soared across the Asia-
Pacific region. In 1992, Hong
Kong had slightly more than
100,000; now there are three times
as many. Malaysia has 125,000;
in Thailand, 88,000 were
registered in 2010. But the true
numbers are thought to be far
higher for all three. The Filipino
and Indonesian diaspora have
been joined by Myanmarese,
Nepalese and Cambodians.

While Singapore recently
introduced a statutory weekly day
off, campaigners say it is not being
adequately enforced and
employers can legally avoid
granting it by increasing pay.
Migrants in Taiwan have been
fighting for the same right, without
success.

Lestari, from Indonesia, said
her first employers did not give
her a single day off in four months.
They paid her only half her
promised wages, insisted she eat
pork despite her being Muslim,
and banned her from talking to
people outside the house. Finally,
she ran away and an NGO helped
her to find shelter. First she
learned about her rights; then she
shared her new knowledge with
others.

Domestic workers’ organ-
isations are seeking to end abuses
by agencies who charge fees of as
much as HKD$21,000 ($2500)
and confiscate workers’
documents. They also want
maximum working hours
legislation and an end to the “two-
week rule” - giving workers just a
fortnight to leave when their
employment ends - and the
insistence they live with their
employer.
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The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Five:

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
Phone 1-202-456-1111     Fax 1-202-456-2461
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

By Larry Wasslen, Ottawa,
part of a series of articles on
the history of El Salvador

There has been a long history of
close relations between the ruling
class and the military in El
Salvador, where the privileged
minority could only maintain
control with the backing of military
muscle.

This relationship shifted into
high gear in December 1931, when
Vice-President General
Maximiliano Sanchez Martinez
overthrew President Arturo
Araujo. The military would be in
direct control until Alvaro Alfredo
Magana Borjo was installed by a
junta in 1982. The Christian
Democratic Party candidate Jose
Napoleon Duarte was elected in
1984. To understand the current
revolutionary situation in El
Salvador, it is important to have a
clear picture of the period of direct
military rule.

The stage was set by liberal
land reforms such as the Ley de
Extincion de Ejidos (1882) and
the Ley de Extincion de
Comunidades (1891) which forced
First Nations peoples off their
communal lands.

By the turn of the century the
conservative and liberal branches
of the oligarchy had made peace
with each other and developed a
cozy power-sharing arrangement,
whereby the presidency alternated
between ruling class families.
Between 1913 and 1931 the
Melendez and Quinonez families
rotated in and out of the
presidential office.

Pio Romero Bosque, the final
member of the Quinonez dynasty,
broke with tradition. Although
repression continued, Romero
Bosque lifted the state of siege,
tolerated open trade union
organization and refused to name
a successor. This set the stage for
the election of Arturo Araujo of
the Salvadoran Labor Party/
National Republican Party.
Araujo, a landowner who had
travelled extensively in Europe,
ran on a platform of “safeguarding
everyone’s right to the minimum
necessities of life” with land reform
and social welfare high on his
agenda. This concerned both the
oligarchy and Washington, while
urban and rural workers continued
to organize.

The Salvadorian capitalist
economy depended almost
exclusively on coffee exports. By
1920, 70% of the work force was
made up of landless agricultural
workers. As long as foreign markets
were expanding and the domestic
working class could be controlled,
life for the 65 leading families
remained comfortable, and there
was no need for direct military rule.

The crash of 1929 had a direct
effect on El Salvador. State
finances were hard hit by a drop in
the price of coffee. The ruling
class cut wages and food
allowances to protect their profit
margins, and the First Nations,
working class, and peasantry
fought back.

The Federacion Regional de
Trabajadores Del Salvador
(FRTS), formed in the 1920s with
a strong Marxist perspective,
played a key role in the
development of the Communist
Party of El Salvador (CPS),
founded in secret on March 28,
1930. Agustin Farabundo Marti

Oligarchy and milit ary dict atorship in El Salvador

Farabundo Marti

Morning Star Editorial,
March 6, 2014

Venezuela’s working people
reaffirmed their support for the
Bolivarian revolution ushered in
by late president Hugo Chavez,
marching in their tens of thousands
across the country on March 5.

While they have taken to heart
their hero’s call to back his chosen
successor Nicolas Maduro, the US-
financed opposition has failed to
draw up a coherent response.

The revolution’s close allies,
such as President Evo Morales of
Bolivia and his Cuban and
Nicaraguan counterparts Raul
Castro and Daniel Ortega, attended
to offer their solidarity.

“It’s our duty to defend elected
presidents ... we do not accept
coup attempts,” declared Morales,
standing alongside Maduro and
proclaiming “our solidarity for the
Venezuelan people, the Bolivarian
revolution.”

Twice-defeated presidential
candidate Henrique Capriles has
tried to fool the electorate, posing
as a Venezuelan Lula character,
pledging to continue Chavez’s
social programme and attempting
to divide him from his protégé
Maduro. In consequence, some
opposition elements drew the
conclusion that there should be no
street mobilisations, involving
barricades and assaults on police
and Chavistas, on the anniversary
of the president’s death.

However, extremists such as
Leopoldo Lopez of the Voluntad
Popular (People’s Will) party, who
is in jail facing charges of arson,
criminal damage and organising
illegal gatherings, and National
Assembly member Maria Colina
Machado are determined to press
ahead with the opposition
campaign of violence. They stress
their commitment to peaceful
protests, but both were involved in
the 2002 coup against Chavez.

US-educated Lopez led an
opposition march to the

Photo from La Matanza, the military's 1931 massacre of peasants

Rodriguez, after whom the FMLN
is named, was a founding member
of the CPS. The class struggle
intensified in El Salvador and
80,000 people marched in the May
Day parade in 1930. The CPS was
also organizing in rural El
Salvador. Respected aboriginal

leaders such as Feliciano Ama and
Chico Sanchez joined the CPS.
Large numbers of First Nations
people joined the Party which
offered the only possible solution
to the economic and land crisis of
the 1930s.

Romero Bosque dropped his
liberal disguise and banned all
demonstrations and left-wing
publications. Mass arrests foll-
owed: 600 peasants in Sonsonate
and 1200 activists including
leading members of the CPS.

By the time Araujo took over,
peasant strikes had spread
throughout the western provinces.
The vital interests of the ruling
class were in jeopardy. Martial
law was declared after a student
demonstration in July. Soldiers in
San Salvador went on strike. On
December 2, 1931, a group of
colonels from the capital staged a
coup. General Maximiliano
Hernandez Sanchez, Araujo’s
vice-president and Minister of
War, became President.

Mass agitation expanded,
especially in the center and western
parts of the country where the CPS
had been organizing. Municipal
elections called for the first two
weeks of January 1932 proved
inoperative, as victories by the CPS
were either annulled or reversed
by fraud.

Armed insurrection was now
seen as the only option to defeat the
forces of oppression. An uprising
was set for January 16, but changed
twice (18th and 22nd) to allow for
better preparation. The dictatorship
discovered the plans, and many of
the principal organizers were
arrested, including Marti. Several
were executed immediately.

The rising that did occur was
supported by the CPS even though
key leaders were in prison or dead.
Local aboriginal leaders, including
prominent communists such as
Ama, stepped forward to lead the
uprising. The main targets were
particularly brutal landlords or
foremen. A few towns in the
western part of the country were
liberated, but important centers
held out, including San Salvador.
By January 24, the regime was
able to counter-attack and retake
most of the liberated villages.

What followed can only be
described as genocide. Hernandez
Sanchez ordered Jose Tomas
Calderon to “head the repression”.
Between 30,000 and 40,000
peasants, mostly from the Pipil
First Nation, were rounded up and

Chavez legacy must continue
presidential palace in 2002, where
violence broke out, providing the
pretext for Chavez’s arrest and
short-lived removal from office.

Machado, who founded the far-
right Sumate organisation prior to
being elected to the National
Assembly for the Democratic
Unity Roundtable (MUD)
opposition coalition, was a
signatory to the Carmona Decree
that legitimated Chavez’s
replacement by a US-approved
gaggle of business executives and
right-wing politicians.

These supposed democrats
dissolved the National Assembly
and the Supreme Court,
suspending senior law officers and
all governors and mayors elected
during Chavez’s presidency. Her
subsequent “defence” was that she
had made a mistake, thinking that
she was signing an attendance
sheet, which must merit an award
for creative thinking.

While Venezuelans paid tribute
to Chavez, Machado organised an
anti-government mobilisation in
the western city of San Cristobal,
which has witnessed some of the
worst opposition violence.

Her cohorts set up roadblocks
in wealthy eastern Caracas and
other cities to continue the Lopez-
Machado strategy, called La Salida
(Exit), of building tension as a
means of forcing the elected
president’s resignation. They are
transparent in their intention of
overthrowing Maduro, having
failed to win an electoral majority
in a dozen and a half elections.

And despite US Secretary of
State John Kerry’s whining claim
that Washington is being blamed
for things it hasn’t done, evidence
is clear of US interference,
including funding the inveterate
coup plotters through the
misnamed National Endowment
for Democracy.

President Maduro is doing
everything possible to reduce the
endemic violence that has plagued
Venezuela for decades, but his
government cannot do it alone.

The opposition must play its
part too, but it appears wedded to
a strategy of violence to create
such a level of chaos as to provoke
a mass anti-government uprising
or open the way to outside
intervention. ●

executed over just a few days. Any
aboriginal with a machete was
deemed to be a revolutionary.
Anyone who spoke Pipil or wore
traditional aboriginal clothing was
systematically murdered. Militants
of the CPS were hunted down and
shot. Jose Feliciano Ama was
lynched and then hacked to pieces
by a racist mob. Marti was
executed on February 1.

The “Matanza” slaughter was the
calling card of military dictators for
the next 50 years. During this period,
14 military governments held
political power, giving unflinching
support for the landed oligarchy. All
these governments used massive
repression against workers, peasants,
professionals and students who
opposed the ruling class. The period
was also characterized by a constant
series of coups and counter-coups
by different elements of the military,
and the formation of political parties
to provide the appearance of
democracy.

The 1970s were a period of
repression with promises of
reforms by the Partido de
Conciliacion Nacional (PCN,
National Conciliation Party).
The mil i tary del ivered on
repression, and the oligarchy

blocked the reforms.
But resistance to oppression was

a constant reality. After the
Matanza, the CPS went under-
ground, and continued to organize
in trade unions, among non-
unionized peasant farmers and in
the universities. Various organiz-
ations emerged, including the
Fuerzas Populares de Liberacion
Farabundo Marti (1970), the
Ejercito Revolucionario del
Pueblo (1972), Resistencia
Nacional and the Partido
Revolucionario de los
Trabajadores Centroamericanos

(1975). A “Revolutionary” junta
overthrew the PCN generals on
October 15, 1979, and governed
until 1982. Meanwhile, the
revolutionary forces united to form
the Frente Farabundo Marti para
la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN)
on October 10, 1980.

People’s Voice will continue
coverage of the revolutionary
process taking place in El
Salvador today, with an article on
the Salvadorian Civil War, the
Peace Accords and the current
electoral struggle against neo-
liberalism. ●
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The Golden Compass, by
Philip Pullman, book review
by Glen Truax

Children’s stories weren’t
always childish. Children’s
entertainment wasn’t always
pandering dross.

A crackerjack fant asy for all ages

"Never Again War"
People's Voice 2014 Calendar

To order a copy of the People’s Voice 2014 Anti-First World War
Calendar, send $15 (includes postage and handling) to People’s
Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. Contact us at
604-255-2041 or pvoice@telus.net for bulk order prices.

There was a time when fairy
tales were terrifying. The tales of
the Brothers Grimm were bloody
grim affairs, with the kind of grue
and horror that were and are like
nothing else. Ask your average
feminist scholar what she thinks
of the original Little Mermaid.

These were cautionary tales, rich
in symbolism, involving
supposedly defenceless people -
such as women and children - in
dangerous, harrowing situations.

Most important, these stories
did not talk down to their audience,
or their protagonists. They treated
people (audience and character
alike) as objective, intelligent
beings capable of action.

We can blame Walt Disney for
“infantilizing” children (and for
being a union-busting anti-Semite,
but that’s another rant). We can
blame him for producing safe,
sanitized, pretty pictures that do
not threaten or provoke anyone.

But that’s changing now.
Challenging, daring, even
subversive children’s
entertainment is the new wave.
From the witchiness of Coraline
to the Lord of the Flies allegory
lurking at the heart of the Hunger
Games (probably the most anti-
establishment franchise
available), these books put kids
in the front seat of genuinely heavy
matters.

The Golden Compass, by Philip
Pullman, was one of the early
forebears of this new trend. It’s
like a steampunk novel, in that it
borrows elements from the
Victorian era, melding these with
insane high fantasy (like, say,
drunken battle-bears), and then
throwing in social commentary on
top of it all.

The novel tracks the adventures
of Lyra, a ragamuffin from an
alternative version of Oxford, and
follows her from London to the
Arctic Pole, as she searches for
scores of kidnapped children and
her erstwhile father.

By Graham L. Wilson, Seba
Beach, Alberta

The signing of a new anti-gay
law by Uganda’s president
Yoweri Museveni (in a country
already criminalizing
homosexuality under colonial-era
law), is one of many recent acts
against homosexuals throughout
Africa. The law comes hot on the
heels of the Same Sex Prohibition
Act passed in Kenya that goes as
far as to ban “gay meetings”,
Nigeria’s new Same Sex Marriage
Prohibition Act (which has led to
scores of arrests), and a mob attack
on a gay rights office in Ivory
Coast.

The initial 2009 draft of the
Ugandan law proposed the death
penalty for homosexual acts, and
still provides 14 years for an initial
act, and potential life
imprisonment for “aggravated
homosexuality”.

This arrives after Russia last
summer passed a law banning
propaganda of “non-traditional
sexual relations”, whose vague
wording could be used as a means
to suppress any number of
groups.

Rightly, there has been much
condemnation of these laws,
including from several Western
governments. There were even
calls to boycott the recent Winter
Olympics in Sochi and to suspend
development aid to Uganda.

Focus on gay right s, not the nationality of the oppressor

Reader
comments...

However, there is an often
overlooked common thread within
these repressions: the support of,
if not shared authorship by,
conservative evangelical
Christians in the United States,
such as Scott Lively in Uganda or
Brian Brown in Russia. These

campaigns, popular among
traditionalists in many countries,
have been picked up by many
leaders as a way of building up key
political and electoral support
among populations which are often
ignorant and fearful of
homosexuals. Hate becomes a
potent political tool, while giving
legal beachheads and legitimacy
to prejudice against gays.

The tactical advantage back in
the West is less publicized, as rights
campaigners direct their efforts
on foreign nations, whose cultural
and political situations are less
widely understood. This has helped
produce an air of hostility against
the “intolerance” of those in the
developing world, taking on almost
a racist tone.

The rhetoric aimed at Russia
and Africa needs to be balanced
by introspection: are we as tolerant

in the West as we would like to
believe? The United States after
all, still has regions where sodomy
is still technically criminalized,
despite federal court rulings.
Recent draft laws in Arizona and
Kansas try to actively discriminate
against homosexuals.

An unfortunate undercurrent
has been apparent. Improved gay
rights in the West have been used
as justification for imperialist
actions in the developing world,
while also breeding complacency
about social oppression at home.
Shifting the debate abroad helps
those seeking to promote hate
locally.

Racial caricaturing in the West
is used to argue for repression of
homosexuals, with Museveni
attacking the “cultural
imperialism” of the United States
and European Union, particularly
former colonizers such as Britain,
France and Belgium.

It is hypocritical to use the
improved situation for gays in
many countries as a reason for
feeling superior over peoples
elsewhere in the world. This goes
against genuine respect for human
rights and human dignity.

The tone of the debate must
remain above such attempts to
breed racial and national
divisions, as it should remain
above fostering a rural/urban
divide, and so seek to produce
mutual tolerance and respect for

people around the world.
It is imperative that all

campaigners for minority rights
resist such divide-and-conquer
tactics. We must keep the focus on

Friday, March 28, 8 pm

There is so much to absorb in
this crackerjack fantasy, from
itinerant boat gypsies and witch
cults, to the aforementioned
armoured bears who live for war.
But clear allegories also abound -
the villainess is an utterly repulsive,
sadistic woman who uses
bourgeois trappings to hide her
sinister nature. There are questions
of fate and determinism (where
the novel unfortunately veers close
to the “chosen one” claptrap of
countless fantasies), but questions
of responsibility and choice are
also present.

Taken by its parts, The Golden
Compass is a silly mish-mash, a
bucket list of fantastic ideas that
Pullman wanted to throw into a
single volume. But the novel can

also be seen as the work of a
young writer (who was educated
at Oxford and teaches English
Literature in London), bursting at
the seams with energy. He
attempts to fill his volume with
all of his ideas and visions before
the clock strikes midnight.
Pullman writes like someone is
going to take away his pen and
paper at some point.

A film, and two sequels of
diminishing returns, follow The
Golden Compass, but none have
the fire and delivery of the original.
This is genuinely a great book for
children and adults. You will not
be rolling your eyes or reaching
for the insulin as you read this with
your child. It is honestly a book for
all ages. ●

the rights of people, not the
nationality of the given oppressor,
or the masses of people still
ignorant as to the ramifications of
such laws. ●

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca

www.ycl-ljc.ca
 rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com

http://solidnet.org
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Lee Lorch, 1915-2014
Lee Lorch, a mathematics professor who was renowned for his

involvement in a wide range of anti-racism and other progressive
movements for decades, died of natural causes on February 28 in
Toronto, at the age of 98.

A widely-circulated New York Times obituary presents much of
Lee Lorch’s life story. Born on Sept. 20, 1915 at in Manhattan to
Adolph Lorch and Florence Mayer Lorch, he was a graduate of
Townsend Harris High School. He attended Cornell University and
the University of Cincinnati, where he earned a doctorate in
mathematics.

During World War Two, he served in the Pacific with the U.S.
Army Air Corps, and returned home to teach math at City College
in New York. Like millions of veterans, he could not find a place to
live, until he and his wife Grace and daughter Alice moved into the
huge Stuyvesant Town development on the Lower East Side of
Manhattan, along with 25,000 other people.

There, the Lorches entered into a lifelong struggle against
racism. African-Americans were not allowed to live in the
development. He was among the group of 12 tenants calling
themselves the Town and Village Tenants Committee to End
Discrimination in Stuyvesant Town. By helping to organize tenants,
and then inviting a black family to live in his own apartment, Lorch
played a crucial role in eventually forcing the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company, which owned the development, to abandon its
whites-only admissions policy.

As often happened in the Cold War era, Lorch paid the price for
his activism. The appointments committee at City College blocked
his promotion, effectively forcing him to find a job at Pennsylvania
State University, which was also then denied. In September 1950,
he accepted a new academic post, becoming one of two white
professors at Fisk University, the historically black institution in
Nashville, Tennessee. At Fisk, Lorch taught three of the first blacks
ever to earn doctorates in mathematics.

But his beliefs, including his Communist Party membership,
resulted in further harassment. By 1955 he was again fired, finding
a new job at tiny Philander Smith College, an all-black institution in
Little Rock, Arkansas. There, the Lorches became involved in the
school desegregation struggle, helping to enrol the “Little Rock
Nine” at the previously all-white Central High School. The Lorches
were attacked for their activities, as racists burned a cross on their
lawn and placed dynamite in their garage.

The college eventually declined to renew Lorch’s appointment,
forcing him into exile. In 1959, he was hired at the University of
Alberta in Edmonton, and then in 1968, by York University in
Toronto, from which he retired in 1985.

Lee Lorch maintained his mathematical studies and research, and
his activism as a member of the Communist Party of Canada and
other groups. He was a member of the Canada-Cuba Friendship
Association (Toronto) Executive for many years, and then Honourary
President. He was also a corresponding member of the Cuban
Academy of Science, and a strong supporter of People’s Voice. For
his scientific contributions and his pioneering efforts to encourage
Blacks and women to enter mathematics, Lorch was often honoured
by his fellow mathematicians, receiving an honourary degree from
the City University of New York in 1990.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Canada has
sent deepest condolences to Lee's daughter Alice and her husband
Dennis, and to his granddaughters, Natasha and Jessica. ●

Stalingrad, directed by Fedor
Bondarchuk, 2013, reviewed
by Saleh Waziruddin

Unlike other films about the
battle of Stalingrad, this first
Russian IMAX-3D film, the
second of recent big-budget
Russian World War II movies,
doesn’t follow the twists and turns
of this turning point in the war.
Instead it focuses on a building
held by five Soviet soldiers and a
young woman, who we learn is the
mother of the narrator. The
building is the only Soviet
strongpoint between the Germans
and the Volga River, beyond which
is “India” or the rest of the world.

The film has been criticized,
both in the West and the East, by
the capitalist as well as socialist
press, for having Hollywood
superficiality and, maybe an even
bigger sin for some critics, making
the Germans look like “the bad
guys”.

The film may fall short as a
work of art, and the slow-motion

CGI-powered scenes of hand-to-
hand mortal combat and
destruction do look like a video
game. But one important
distinction between Stalingrad
(2013) and the war films from the
West is that it does not glorify war,
let alone the invader. Even anti-
war scripts come off like war
propaganda reels in Western
cinema, as happened with Das
Boot.

The war between the Soviet
Union and Germany was a different
kind of war than World War I, or
even the earlier phases of World
War II. This is made clear in a
scene where the Soviet soldiers
break discipline and charge
German soldiers who, merely to
provoke the defenders, set a Jewish
woman and her child on fire in full
view of the building. Unlike the
wars glorified by big business
media, such as WWI being
celebrated by the Conservative
government, this was not a war
between empires sending millions
of working people to senseless

deaths for a bigger share of the
world.

The Nazis were the bad guys.
This distinction is needed today
when the hordes of NATO and
“coalitions of the willing” are
invading and destroying one
country after another without a
Soviet Union to stop them. The
hypocrisy of those who
unconsciously adopt the point of
view of the invader is shown in a
scene where a German officer,
having just raped a Russian
woman, complains to her of the
horror of the “bandits” resisting
the occupation of their country.

The main merit of the film is
that, in a time when war and
militarization are glorified,
whether in the news or the big
screen or even sports, here is a
movie that shows war as a horror
of death and destruction, without
glorification.

There is even a nod to the social
system of the Soviet Union. We
learn one of the soldiers was a
juvenile delinquent who was taken
in to work in a factory, where his
talent as a tenor was discovered
and supported, to the extent of
sending him to a conservatory and
eventually a singing career. It was
only two decades earlier that
monarchist Russia had collapsed
in the face of a less successful
German army. Surely the Soviet
Union’s policies in the years
between had something to do with
providing the Soviet people the
material means to overcome the
invader, liberate Europe, and keep
the Nazis from reaching “India”. ●

War without the glorification

The Ontario Committee, CPC
extends deepest sympathy to
Cheralea Gilbert, Steve’s beloved
wife, and to the children of Steve
Gilbert, a dedicated member of
the Communist Party in Toronto,
and a frequent book reviewer for
People’s Voice.

Steve died peacefully February
21st at the age of 83, after a brief
struggle with Alzheimer’s disease.

Steve was one of a kind, a
medical illustrator and professor
of Art as Applied to Medicine and
Biomedical Communications at
the University of Toronto. He was
also an artist who specialized in
beautiful pen and ink drawings, as
well as being a tattoo artist and
historian. He received many
Association of Medical Illustrators
and teaching awards, and his
illustrations on a pictorial history
of embryology were published in
a book with Dr. Anne Agur at the
U of T after his retirement.

A US citizen who came to
Canada in 1971, Steve was a veteran
and a strong advocate of peace and
disarmament. He was a great friend
of Cuba, a thinker and an activist
who had many interests and
influenced many people in his circle
with his views on peace, democracy,
equality and socialism. His book
reviews and commentaries in
People’s Voice were insightful and
well received by readers. He will
be greatly missed. ●

Steve
Gilbert

In response to the deepening
youth jobs crisis, young workers
from across Ontario met in Toronto
recently to present
recommendations for the
provincial government on how to
address youth unemployment and
underemployment.

“Too many young people can’t
find work or are working in low-
wage jobs that don’t value their
skills,” said Ontario Federation of
Labour (OFL) Vice-President for
Young Workers Denise Martins.
“We’re being left behind and if the
government doesn’t reject
discredited austerity measures for
good, it will only get worse.”

Ontario’s youth unemployment
was at 16 percent in 2013, more
than double the general rate and
well above the national youth
unemployment rate of 13.7
percent. Making matters worse,
those who are employed are too
often working in low-wage,
precarious jobs without job
security or benefits. One in four
young workers in Canada are
underemployed and a full one third
of university and college graduates
aged 25 to 29, many of whom have
taken on unprecedented levels of
student debt, end up with low-
skilled jobs.

“Just to return to pre-recession
employment levels, over 89,000
jobs still need to be created for
youth in Ontario,” said Irwin

Ontario youth demand
action on  jobless crisis

Nanda, OFL Executive Vice-
President. “That’s why we are here
today demanding bold action to
create good jobs and support
accessible education and training
for young people.”

Recommendations prepared by
young workers from community,
student and labour groups include
proposals to link infrastructure
spending to youth job creation;
expand the Youth Jobs Strategy to
create more jobs with decent pay
and opportunities for
advancement; raise the minimum
wage to $14 an hour and eliminate
the student minimum wage; reduce
tuition by 30 percent over three
years; eliminate exploitative
unpaid internships; and implement
a levy to ensure employers invest
in apprenticeships and training.

“We cannot stand idly by while
today’s youth become the first
generation to face a lower quality
of life than their parents,” said Sid
Ryan, OFL President and Chair of
the Ontario Common Front. “That
is why we are supporting young
workers in kick-starting a
campaign to reshape public policy
around job creation, equity and
opportunity for youth.”

The Feb. 27 meeting was hosted
by the Ontario Federation of
Labour, Ontario Common Front,
Unifor, Workers United Canada
Council, and the Canadian
Federation of Students-Ontario.  ●

In memory of the late Lee Lorch, Anna
Yanovsky of Toronto has contributed a

donation of $500 to People's Voice.
Thank you for your generous solidarity!

  Vancouver, BC
La Trova Nuestra,  evening of
Latin American music,
admission $10, 8 pm, Friday,
March 28, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive.
Left Film Night, Sunday,
March 30, 7 pm, at the CSE,
706 Clark Drive. For film
information, call 604-255-2041.
Picket the JNF!,  protest the
theft of Palestinian land at the
annual “Negev Gala Dinner,”
Sunday, April 6, 5 pm, Four
Seasons Hotel (W. Georgia and
Howe). Organized by Canada
Palestine Association.

  Surrey, BC
Bhagat Singh’s Atheism,
panel discussion sponsored by
Radical Desi newspaper,
Sunday, March 23, 2-5 pm,
Room 418, City Centre Library,
10350 University Drive. For info,
contact Gurpreet Singh, 778-
862-2454.

  Toronto, ON
Trova Musician direct from
Cuba,  premiere of Canadian
tour by outstanding composer
and guitar player, Gerardo
Alfonso Morejon, Sat., March
22, 7:30 pm, College Street
United Church, 452 College (at
Bathurst). Guest speaker:
Sandra Ramirez (Cuban
Institute of Friendship).
Admission $10 or PWYC,
sponsored by Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association Toronto
in conjunction with Canadian
Network on Cuba.

  Brampton, ON
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Martyr Day celebration,
Sunday, March 23, 2 pm,
Pearson Theater, 150 Central
Park Drive, tickets $6 (under
12 free), ph. Surinder Sandhu,
416-721-9671, sponsored by
Indo Canadian Workers
Association.
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Annelie Nordstrom

Taking an ironic form of
political action to mark
International Women’s Day, the
Swedish trade union “Kommunal”
invited women from around the
globe to temporarily become men
in protest of unequal pay.

As the union points out, Sweden
is ranked 4th among the world’s
most equal countries, according to
The Global Gender Gap Report,

published by the World Economic
Forum.However, the gap between
men and women’s salaries has
hardly changed for the past thirty
years. At the current pace, it will
take more than a century to reach
equal pay in Sweden.

According to some studies,
women in the U.S. are still paid
only 77 cents for every dollar their
male colleagues make.

In protest, Kommunal, the
Swedish Municipal Workers
Union, launched the “Be a Man”
campaign against unequal pay,
starting on March 8th.

“It’s sad that Sweden is
considered to be a global example
of equal pay, given how far we
have left to go. Therefore we want
to do something on a global scale
to improve the situation for women
everywhere,” says Kommunal
president Annelie Nordstrom.

The “Be a Man” campaign
highlights the absurd fact that the
easiest way for a woman to get a
raise is to become a man. By using
either a smartphone app or visiting
www.BEaMAN.se, women from
around the globe can create a male
version of any photo of themselves.
The images were shared in social
media on International Women’s
Day, creating a global protest
against inequality.

What is the reality of the myth of
“Equal Sweden”, where women
were first allowed to vote in 1919.

Almost 100 years later, the wage
gap is still significant. Swedish men
earn $682 more per month than
women, or $10.8 billion per year.
Measured in time, men only need to
work until 3:52 pm, whilst a woman
has to work until 5 pm to earn the
same amount. Swedish women earn
only 82% as much as men.

“The most comprehensive
example is when you compare a
nurse to a mechanic. For some
reason, we as a society value the
people who take care of our cars
higher than the ones that tend to
our children or our elderly
parents,” Nordstrom points out.

To view the film where Annelie
Nordstrom becomes a man, visit
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=I08p24i9VuI. The
campaign site is at
www.beaman.se.

The Global Gender Gap Report
2013 can be accessed at http://
reports.weforum.org/global-
gender-gap-report-2013.

Equal p ay? Wait 100 years
or become a man

The Spirit Level: Why
Equality is Better for
Everyone, authors Richard
Wilkinson and Kate Pickett,
book review by Peter Kerek

This ground-breaking book first
went to print in 2009, and had a
second printing in 2010 with a
postscript to rebut its detractors.
The findings of the authors,
however, do not sit well with the
established ruling class of most
nations, hence the fairly muted
coverage in most media.

Neoliberal economists claim that
raising the overall wealth of a society
is the best way to increase quality of
life for all citizens. In direct contrast
to this claim the authors found that
societies perform better in all sorts
of ways when the distance between
the poor and the wealthy are
substantially reduced regardless of
the overall average wealth of a
nation.

The best and most frequently
cited example was the USA.

The USA has one of the highest
average income levels of any nation
in the world, yet the country, as a
whole, performs quite poorly in areas
of teen suicide, homicide, poor access
to education, social mobility, trust,
crime, systemic discrimination,
pollution, divorce and poverty. The
US, in these areas, measures no better
than many second and third world
countries. The US also has the
second-greatest gap in income
between its poor and rich.

The book gives as much attention
to differences between all the
individual states of the United States
as it does different countries.
Because there has been so much
reliable and comparable data already
gathered on Americans, and because
there are such great discrepancies
between the quality of life in the
various states, it gave the authors an
opportunity to test their thesis in a
“closed” arena; in other words
comparing US states to other US
states negates claims that the cultural
differences between Asian,
Scandinavian and English-speaking
countries is somehow skewing their
findings. The evidence found in the
inter-state comparisons
overwhelmingly supported the
findings of their international
comparisons.

In measuring the “success” of
various societies the authors used
many of the same data also used by

Why equality is better for society
international relief and development
organizations such as UNICEF
(United Nations Children’s Fund),
the WHO (World Health
Organization), UNCTAD (United
Nations Conference on Trade and
Development) and the OECD
(Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development).

Included in their areas of analysis
were: mental health, human
development (including access to
education, healthcare, housing),
social mobility, social status,
teenage pregnancy and births,
incarceration, disease, life
expectancy, trust of fellow citizens,
infant mortality, class, consumption
and consumerism, diet, substance
abuse, discrimination, divorce,
happiness, pollution, unem-
ployment, religion, poverty, sexual
activity, homicide and war.

The most important concept put
forth in this book is called Social
Cohesion.

Social Cohesion describes the
connectedness, or feeling of
community, between members of a
society. When discrepancies in
income levels are reduced, the
feeling of social cohesion is
enhanced. The personal focus
appears to change from a “me first”
to a “we first” approach to everyday
life, as well as a support for a “we
first” approach to governmental
policy-making. A person living in a
society with high levels of social
cohesion is more likely to have
similar experiences, dreams and
goals as other members of their
community. They are also more
likely to have affordable access to
the basic necessities of life such as
food and shelter and have greater
access to opportunities based on
personal ability rather than wealth
and social status.

An argument Capitalists and
Libertarians alike have asserted is
that income inequality is one of the
societal realities that forces people to
“innovate” in order to succeed and
be more creative than their
competition; having lots of incredibly
wealthy people around is supposed
to be a great motivator for those who
have relatively nothing. However,
the authors crush that idea as well
with an analysis of “patents per
million population” and show that
while the US, UK, Australia, Portugal
and Singapore had the highest levels
of inequality, they were all amongst
the worst 10 producers of patents. In

contrast, the countries with low levels
of inequality had much higher rates
of patents. For example the rates of
patents in Finland are about 30 times
greater than those in the US. Amongst
the 23 analyzed countries the US has
the second highest level of inequality
while Finland has the second lowest
rate of inequality. This evidence
clearly shows that greater income
equality is much more likely to foster
innovation and creativity.

But the evidence didn’t just show
quality of life improvements for
people at the bottom end of the
socio-economic ladder. The
wealthiest people in countries that
had greater income equality also
reported having a better quality of
life; they were more likely to trust
their fellow citizens, have better
family and community relations, live
longer and live in communities with
lower rates of crime and lower rates
of other negative factors that
eventually affect nearly everyone to

some degree.
When comparing countries the

authors used a list of the 50 richest
nations in the world supplied by the
World Bank and then struck off
nations with less than three million
people and countries that didn’t have
enough comparable data; without
enough comparable data the
information would have made it
much harder to come to any sound
conclusions. Many of the smaller
nations, such as the Cayman Islands,
were ruled out because their wealth
is grossly distorted by overtly
obvious tax policies that make them
little more than tax havens. That left
a list of 23 countries. Some truly
international studies of every nation
on the planet were also utilized in
the areas of ecology, pollution and
human development.

In short, the book consistently
shows a trend that nations with greater
social cohesion also perform better:
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland,

Finland, Denmark, Netherlands and
Japan lead the world in many of the
factors analyzed. It also consistently
showed the US, UK, Australia, New
Zealand, Israel, Singapore and
Portugal amongst the worst. Canada
usually performed somewhere near
the middle, in both relative income
inequality and positive/negative
outcomes, which, again, validates
the authors’ hypothesis linking
income inequality to social cohesion.

Since the book's publication
further studies have produced
overwhelming evidence that the
wealthier a person is, the more likely
they are to lie, cheat, and break the
law. These studies were performed
primarily in California and
accounted for factors like as gender,
age and religion. In relation to the
Spirit Level’s assertions it makes it
even easier to see why there would
be greater social cohesion in a
society that has far fewer individuals
lying, cheating and breaking the law.

This book succeeds in making
the economic argument that a
classless society is a more
productive, satisfying, innovative
and humane one to live in. It also
shows that countries with greater
income equality can also be world
leaders in reducing their carbon
footprint while still providing a rich
quality of life. For those who have
been preaching this message since
the days of Marx and Engels it’s
good to have a comprehensive 21st
century compilation of statistical
evidence to validate our theoretical
suppositions.

(Peter Kerek is the editor of the
Interior Worker and president of
the Kamloops and District Labour
Council.)


