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Métis court victory 9 Scramble for Africa

The Supreme Court of Canada has Back in 1885, the Berlin
ruled in favour of the Métis people Land and peace Conference saw the division of
in a court case regarding stolen The armed conflict in Colombia Africa by imperialist powers.

lands which were granted by the began in 1964 as peasants resisted Today a new scramble is
ManitobaAct of 1870. But the fight seizure of their landSoday land is underway to grab control of the
for justice is far from over at the centre of peace negotiations.  continent's vast resource wealt
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Canada-EU trade deal: No time for NDP to show moderation

By Sid Ryan, from the Maude Barlow has_ been at theHarper majority government. “co_rporate_bill of rights” i_sn’_t one elseyvillbelieveir_lyou either.
Toronto Star’ March 7. 2013 forefront of opposing CETA’s  What would these corporateChicken Little alarmism, it is | admire the confidence that
’ ’ threattowater, education and otheinterests gain at the expense a$peakingtruthto corporate powerMulcair has earned from

It is always uncomfortable to public services, and more than 8@vorking people? The And it is this kind of principled Canadians through his principled
give public advice to a friend, butmunicipalities and school boardspharmaceutical industry is seekingcommitment to values that led theopposition in the House. When it
when he is about to head down &ave expressed concern, with moréo extend monopoly patent rightsNDP to a historic surge in 2011. comes to an international trade
perilous path, a good friend offersthan 40 demanding to be exemptfor their brand-name drugs, which  For the four and a half million agreement that puts corporate

a strong warning. Even a UN envoy this weekthefederalgovernmenthasadmitte®NDP voters and the millions moreinterests ahead of the public
This is how | feel about NDP would costthe public up to $2 billion they hope to win over, awillingnessinterest, Canadians deserve no less.
Leader Thomas Mulcair's recent annually. The NDP says it can liveto bend your valuesis notinspiringThe NDP must seize this
appeal to Canadians to remain ope O h with this if it is accompanied by leadership. Ifthere is any lesson tmpportunity to offer an alternative
to the Canada-European Unio t er compensation to the provinces andbe drawn from the past, surelyitisvision for trade - one that is

Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA). If the

. consumers, but this still leavesfrom his Liberal counterparts whosustainable, equitable and fair.
VOICeS Canadian taxpayers footing the billlearned the hard way that if you Sid Ryan is president of the
NDP is seeking to demonstrate it In addition, European companiesorget what you stand for, then noOntario Federation of Laboum
thoughtfulness and moderation, this stand to win the right to legally
secret deal is not the right momentsignalled that this agreementwouldcchallenge Canadian laws tha
NDP supportfor CETA - no matter undermine the ability for Canada tointerfere with their profits, even on - .
how qualified - could lead support local economies andssuesthatare of vitalimportance td Commun'St Cand’date meets
Canadians down the wrong path. address poverty and hunger. Canadians like health care and the

Canada’s experience with other Despite this broad-basedenvironment. And this is just the tip North Van'l_onSdaIe VOters
free-trade agreements belies thepposition, Mulcair is still musing of the proverbial iceberg.
myth that a free-trade agreemenébout supporting CETA, but We already know much of what
with the European Union could perhaps he'll listen to the candidis at stake inthe CETA negotiations
somehow reverse an alreadyounsel of a friend. because draft text has been leake
imbalanced trade relationship. Ithink Mulcairalready knowsin So Mulcair's “wait-and-see”
According to economist Jim his gut what is best for Canadiansapproach to CETA is dangerous
Stanford, CETA could exposeln outlining the “deal-breaker” notmoderate. Itdoesn’ttake agoo
Canadians to an even greater tradesues for the NDP, he proves whyawyer - or even a union negotiato
deficit and lead to the loss of asCETA must be rejected outright.- to know that when the “final text”
many as 152,000 jobs. CETA alsdAfter all, many of his non- is plunked down on the table, it is
grants rights to corporations thamnegotiable issues - ranging frontoo late to change the deal. Waiting
jeopardize the powers of Canadiamnvironmental protections to buy-for the Tories to reveal the final
governments at every level. local programs and Canadiaroffer to Canadians before raising

Such concerns are echoed byanking regulations - are still onobjectionis akinto closing the barn
environmental organizations,the table. Even Mulcair admits thatdoors after the horses have bolted.
labour unions, civil society groupsdespite his promise to defend the This is all the more reason why
and a growing number of public interest, the NDP is upthe NDP should be denouncing
researchers and experts. In factgainst“powerful, insiderinterests”CETA and publicly declaring that
Council of Canadians Chairperson not to mention an all-too-willing the fix is in. Exposing CETA as a

Kicking off his campaign for the May 14 B.C. provincial electipn,
Communist Party of B.C. candidate Kimball Cariou met with Nprth
4 Vancouver-Lonsdale voters on March 9.
" Cariou will be the first Communist on the ballotin North Vancodgver
since the 1980s. Volunteers are already collecting nomingation
f signatures, and the campaign will go public at the March 19 Nowruz
Persian New Year fire celebration, which attracts thousangls to
Ambleside Park.
At the forum, Cariou was joined by Communist Party of Canada
leader Miguel Figueroa, making his final stop on a tour of wesgtern
Canada. Figueroa has been from Winnipeg to Victoria, presgnting
the Party’s views on how to defeat the war and austerity policies of
the Harper Tory government.
Most of the audience on March 9th were from the local Iranian-
Canadian community, which numbers over 20,000. Many are strpngly
opposed to the undemocratic Ahmedinajad regime, but equally
rejectthe push by Canada, the U.S. and otherimperialist governments
for war against Iran.
Cariou, who has been active in peace movements since the days
of the Vietnam War, will make opposition to Canadian warmaking
. . a focus of his campaign. While this is a provincial election, he
PV Fu nd Drlve Of f and ru n n I ng stressed, voters in North Vancouver-Lonsdale are paying far the
military build-up under PM Harper. The billions spent on [the
military, he argued, should be redirected towards urgent ciyilian
needs, such as low-income and social housing. Cariou point¢d out
The initial returns on our 2013 capitalists, throwing a proverbialis the vice-chair of the Communist] that while North Vancouver has a reputation as a beautifu| and
People’s Voice Fund Drive aremonkey wrench into the Party of Britain, and the women’s| wealthy area, there are thousands of poor people in the rjding,
coming in the mail, and the supportonstruction plans. Come beforeorganizer of the CPB. She is also i including Iranian-Canadians who are falling through a dissolving
from readers is encouraging. Thehe film at 6 pm for a delicious long-time activistfor solidaritywith | social safety net. As in other parts of the region, rents are sky-high
firstweek of the Drive saw a total of Pasta Dinner; just $12 gets youhe Iranian people, and we arg for North Vancouver voters living on minimum wage or part-tfme
nearly $3000, mainly from westernpasta with vegetarian or meat saucelelighted to host hepeakindour. | jobs.
provinces which were the first toplus salad, garlicbread, dessertand Finally, the Editorial Board of Speaking about recent B.C. Liberal scandals around “efhnic
receive our direct mail appeal.coffee (wine extra). Call 604-255-PV joinswith all other progressives| voter” schemes, Cariou said that Premier Christy Clark really rjeeds
Starting with our nextissue, we will 2041 for details. in Canadain extending condolencep to apologize for her role in covering-up the sale of B.C. Rail, and for
printa detailed provincialreporton  On page 5 of this issue readerso the Venezuelan people on th¢ the devastation to schools, teachers and students during her yiears as
the results of the Fund Drive. will find an article by Liz Payne, a death of President Hugo ChaveZz. Education Minister in Gordon Campbell’s Liberal government.
Meanwhile, preparations arefrequent contributor to our sisterPeople’s Voice gave extensivgd  Forinformation onthe Communist campaignin North Vancoyver-
underway for several fundraisingpublicationin Britain, thilorning coverage to the successes of thelLonsdale, call 604-254-9836, email cpbcinfo@gmail.cem.
events. One of the firstis the annuabtar. Comrade Payne will be theBolivarian  Revolution in
Pasta Dinner on March 31, part ofeatured guest at People’s Voice/enezuelafromthe very beginning.
the monthly Left Film Night at the events this spring, speaking on th&Jnlike the capitalist media, we
Centre for Socialist Education, 706impact of the British Conservativereport the facts about social and
Clark Drive, Vancouver. The film government’'s attacks againstconomic gains achieved by thq MAY DAY 201 3

will be a free screening (at 7 pm) ofwomen in the UK. In Vancouver, Venezuelanworking class, and als

the popular documentary “Theshe will speak at our Victory the important anti-imperialist role
Queen of Versailles.” The film is Banquet marking the 20thplayed by President Chavez an} GREETING ADS
the story of afabulously rich family anniversary of People’s Voice, his government over the past 1

intent on building the largest homeSaturday, June 8, at the Russiagears. We are confident that thd
inthe U.S., modeled on (of courseHall, 600 Campbell Avenue. A few Revolution will carry forward in |
the Versailles Palace. Unfortunatelydays later, she will speak at a PWenezuela, andwe willcontinuet1

-------------------\

To mark May Day 2013, People's Voice will print
greetings from a wide range of labour and people's
organizations in our May 1-15 issue, which will be

for this elite family, the 2007-08 eventin Toronto, date and locatiorextend our solidarity in the pages o SRR L i T i eSO b Ik s v (v

economic crisis even hit someto be announced shortly. Liz Payndeople’s Voice. You can help \(vithI camera-ready ads will be April 19; if PV is preparing the
your support to our Fund Drive. layout, the deadline is April 17. Please check with us

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
:' m——— -'- mE—————— .- - T I ': Thank you to everyone who has= about the format if your ad is being sent electronically. :
contributed so fam
I Here's my contr ibution 1 , 1 Ad rates (based on 5 column page): |
I tO the PV Fund DI'IVE.’ I I I One column-inCh.......cccccceeiiiiiiiiiiee e $15 I I
I ) ) I I I One column X 2iNches.......ccccovveeiiieennnnes. $25 11
Enclosed please find my donation of $ I One column X 3iNChES.........coververrerrean, $35 Lol
; ; Two columns x 2inches...........ccoeeeevvvnnnnnn. $45
| to the 2013 People‘\ﬂ)lce Press Fund Dnve| I 1| Twocolumnsx3inches.....ccccooiiviviennnn.. $60 1 1
| | Twocolumnsx4inches ... $75 | |
: Name : I I Two columns x 5inches..........cccceeviinnnee. $90 I I
Three columns x 4 inches.............c.c.uuu. . $110
I Address ] I I Two columns x 7 inches $130 I I
I City/town i : I Three columns x 7 inches....................... s$180 | :
jProv____ Postal Code i [ Send greetings to People's Voice at: I
I sendyour contributionto: | . | 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1 |
| People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1 I PV display at IWD in Toronto. | E-mail: pvoice@telus.net II
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The deficit Is a hoax - there are alternatives

while leaving average householdsirge the Finance Minister to go There are solutions, lots of thembank, we could eliminate the deficit
where they are, or even a littleafter money stashed offshorel haven’t even mentioned here thea few times over.

It's budget season, and oncebetter off. Under pressure from the OECD,government policy decisions that But our leaders would have us
again we are told the cupboard is As for corporate tax rates,the Commons Finance committeesquander public money - like believe that money is tight and the
bare. The federal and mostCanada's combined federal andtarted hearingsin February onthenilitary equipment to support only “solution” to the deficit is to
provincial governments have beerprovincial rate of 28.8% is the problem of tax havens. missions abroad, and needless jailseam out the public sector, abandon
running big deficits ever since thelowest of all the G8 countries. Murray Dobbin, presidentof CTF By updating personal andthe poor, saddle students with
financial crisis of 2008-09, and With the US corporate tax rate afstates that, “The world’'s largestcorporate tax rates, clamping dowmmountainous debt, and privatize
therefore don’t have enough44.8%, why does ours need to beorporations and wealthieston tax havens, and shifting ourhealth care.
money for health care, povertyso low to be “competitive”? individuals use these jurisdictions -borrowing back to ourown central ~ This is frankly Bullfeathersé
reduction, infrastructure, and other  According toThe Star'sLes there are more than 70 countrie
basic needs. Whittington, Harper’'s corporate offering these services. They par

The deficit has become the latestax cuts have cost Ottawa over $1€heir money where there is minima
excuse for skimping on the publichillion per year since 2007. Andregulation, little or no taxation on
services that once made Canadihis money, now left in the handsnon-residentwealth, and guarante
prosperous. But the deficit, truthof business, isn’'t being plowedsecrecy which is actually enshrine
to tell, is a bit of a hoax, for threeback into productive investmentin the countries’ laws. There is n
big reasons: but frequently remains “deadeasy way of knowing which
1. Personal and corporate tax ratesioney”, held in inactive reserves.corporations have accounts, and
are way out of date. The Canadian Labour Congressystematic effort to share
2. Astounding revenues are lostalls for corporate tax cuts to beinformation with other countries.
each year to tax evasion andolled back and restructured asMany of the world’s largest banks

By Jean Kenyon

Peatrovesd

offshore havens. credits, targeted only toward- including most of the big
3. Governments needlessly dawompanies that invest inCanadian banks - have division Evicence
most of their borrowing in the improvements to productivity. Thewhose exclusive function is to}s . —

private market. rest should be invested byfacilitate this grand theft.”
Ifyou’re over 45, you remember governmentin “publicinfrastructure ~ Fully one-tenth of the world’s
when there used to be 15 tadncludingtransit, literacy, workplace total wealth is sheltered in this
brackets in Canada. It was a trulytraining and child care. These aravay from taxes. The cost to the
graduated system and reasonablyood ways to prepare for thepublic sector everywhere is huge, .
fair. Butthe Mulroney governmenteconomy of tomorrow and toand tragically so for developing
scrapped it and established onlstimulate Canada’s economiccountries. It is worth noting that Certlflcate defendant
three steep brackets. growth and development.” Greecedidn'tfailbecauseitssocial PV's SalehWaziruddin recentlyMPs, they can share this
Today we should restorethe 15 Harper’s cut of 2 percentageprograms were too generous, buinterviewed Mohammed Mah- information with human rights
smaller tax brackets, but scale upoints to the GST in 2007-08 ismainly because tax evasion wagoub, the “security certificate” organizations. There are many,
the thresholds so that the bottonalso costing the public treasuryrampant. detainee who was finally freedmany things they can do, not only
two brackets are eliminated -$13 billion per year. By one pen Murray Dobbin estimates thatfrom having to wear a GPSonething. (They) can make events
freeing the lowest-income peoplestroke he started his ideologically-Canada is now losing $10 billion abracelet. Mahjoub, a refugee fromsuch as what happened today for
from taxes - and more brackets areriven pushto demolishthe surplugyear in revenue from moneyEgypt, was arrested in 2000,nstance here in St. Catharines.
added at the top. he inherited. squirrelled away on sunny islandswithout being charged withacrime ~ What changed in your opinion
Today the top income bracket (Ultimately, of course, Andthat's only a small part of the or given accessto evidence againstbout Canada after your
starts at $128,800, above whiclregressive taxes such as the GSibtal. Dennis Howlett of CTF, him. Mahjoub has been on aexperience?
income is taxed at 29%. Larryand HST should be phased out asppearing before the Financespeaking tour after being released Again, the law is (supposed to)
Gordon, co-founder of Canadianghe income tax is reformed to covercommittee, estimated total yearlyfrom having to wear a GPS. Heapply to every individual, whether
for Tax Fairness, writes: the difference. Lowering tax evasion in Canada at $8Qlaims he has found evidence thathey are citizen or non-citizen. If
“According to the Canadian regressive taxes shouldn’t rob thebillion. Canada has spent over $1 billiorsomeone commits a crime, he or
Centre for Policy Alternatives, treasury.) Canadians for Tax Fairness ioon all security certificate cases,she should face a fair trial, but in
adding two new tax brackets of 32  The introduction in 2009 of Tax- publishing an eye-opening newand that CSIS had used criminathe security certificate cases there
per centon income over $250,000-ree Savings Accounts - whichbook calledThe Great Revenuerecords of five people with his are no charges laid on me or any
and 35 per cent on income ovebenefit only those with a lot of spareRobbery It will be launched in namein Egyptwhowere convictedother security certificate
$750,000 would generate aboutash -will also cost an additional $3April with a Canada-wide tour.  of various crimes to confuse theindividual. We didn’t have a fair
$12 billion in new revenue over billion peryear astheybecomefully It's important to note that most justice system. trial in the first place. We have to
the nextthree years. Those modesitilized by well-to-do taxpayers. of the tax breaks to the rich, and Although cleared of any chargedfight hard. Why there is (such a
tax adjustments could fund a newlr'FSAs have been called an upperevenue lost to tax evasion, havén Egypt, Mahjoub has been unablesituation in) Canada? | am not
national pharmacare program, oincome tax cut in disguise. to be paid for through governmentto find out why he was arrested inangry, but | have to fight hard to
launch a national child-care So far we're up to $30 billion/ borrowing, i.e. deficit spending. Canada, other than the possibilityclear my name. The individual who
program, plus allow university year in revenues that would be Until the mid-1970s, our that another security certificateput me in this position, should be
tuition fees to be rolled back tofairly painless to recapture, beforeborrowing was handled through thearrestee, unknown to him, mayheld accountable for what they did
1991 levels.” we even look at tax havens. Bank of Canada, whichwas publiclyhave mentioned his name in &o me and my family as well.
That is, it would generate $4 Canadians for Tax Fairnessowned and tasked to carry ouphone call. His house arrest Do you have advice to anyone
billion per year of needed revenue(CTF) has launched a campaign tgovernment policy. Loans wereconditions were so onerous andacing a similar situation?
virtually interest-free and the nationalinvasive that he initially wentback My advice to them (is) to be
debtdid notincrease. The war effortto prison on his own, and his wifepatient, to fight through legal
housing for veterans, the Stdivorcedhimin2011whenhewasavenues, not do anything to make

Mohammed Mahjoub

Interview with a security

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* A Freeze Flash Mobfor International Women’s Day was
organized by AIDS Niagara and the Brock University Stud

held up signs about sexism.

* Workers from CEP Local 425-G laid off without notice or
severancdrom Vertis Communications in Fort Erie are trying
stop plant equipment from being moved out by Quad/Graplk
which owned the equipment after Vertis filed for bankrupt
Workers also brought their protest to a meeting of the local feg
Conservative Party riding association where the local MP

appearing. More than 100 workers are owed an average of $3

Lawrence Seaway, and thegoing to be released back intaheir case more miserable or more
introduction of old age security andhouse arrest. His defensdlifficult. There are many ways to
medicare, were financed withoutcommittee’s  website is fight through the law, to hire a
inflation or significant deficits. www.supportmahjoub.org/. good lawyer to speak out, to have
Levels of borrowing had to reflect contacts with organizations
entactual productivity, and borrowing People’s Voice: What would you (which) canraise your voice. They

Justice Centre at the Pen Centre shopping mall, where protgsters turn was used to enhancesay to someone who thinks whatcan share your story with other

productivity. Most bonds did not happened to you could neverorganizations - human rights

havetobe floated onthe internationahappen to them?
to private market as they are today. Mahjoub: | have never thought it
ics, Butsincethattime,the “Bankfor willhappen to me, butithappened
cy. International Settlements” - the cabalt can happen to anybody here ir
eraf the developed world’s centralCanada. My advice to them is:
lvapanksincludingthe Bank of Canadalon’t take everything granted
D,00thas wrested much power awayorever. It happened to me today|

each. Meanwhile in Fort Erie another 100 workers are losing
jobs as InfoCision, a call centre, is closing.

heiirom governments and imposedt can happen to anyone else
policies of its own. It has limited the especially minority people.

groups, parliament, media.

News for
people, not
 for profits!

* At an Ontario Health Coalition protest in Welland against| public’s ability to borrow from safe  What have you found was most
moving OBGYN, pediatric, and mental health services to a new PSources, putting us at the mercy oéffective for the victories you've
hospital half an hour highway drive away, the Ontario Nursegrivate banks, bondtraders,currencwon in your struggle, such as
Association announced that the Niagara Health Systemiis laying o$fpeculators, and unpredictabléeing free fromthe GPS bracelet?
48 nurses and will probably have more layoffs. Nearby Forinterest rates. The result has been The most thing effective in my
Colborne’s City Council voted to support the City of Welland’s out-of-control public debt, in Canadacase is speaking out, raising my voics
20,000-plus signature petition drive to keep its services. and around the world. sharing my story with Canadians
* Marineland Animal Defense protestershave been bangin Steps must be taken to revers€ind other Canadians who havg
pots and pans outside Niagara Falls City Council meetings.|Thiis trend, by starting to shift ourhope in their life to assist you.

actions draw attention animal abuse at Marineland, the C|ty’dorrowing back to the Bank of What can people in Canada
leasing of public land used for protests in front the water park,|Jan@anada. Beginning to lower thedo to help win justice for you?

also inaction over the owner’s eviction of long-time trailer parkinterest obligation on our existing They can do a lot of things.
tenants, which lead to one suicide. national debtwould startto gettheThey can share the story in thg
austerity monkey off our backs. internet, they can write to their
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EDIT ORIALS

Congratulations to the Métis

milestone in the long struggle by Aboriginal peoples to ach
justice and national equality within the Canadian state.

Manitoba Act. Instead, the Métis were scattered by the Cang
colonial ruling class, which seized their homeland as part o
process of settling the prairie provinces for the expansion g
emerging capitalist economy. This genocidal policy continued
the defeat of the heroic Métis and their allies at Batoche in 1885
the subsequent generations of abysmal poverty and racist oppre
But the Métis never surrendered to the push for assimilatior
annihilation. New resistance leaders took up the cause of Louis
and Gabriel Dumont, including the “Métis Patriots of the 2
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Century,” the communists Jim Brady and Malcolm Norris, W
played key roles in rebuilding the movements of the Métis for
national rights starting in the 1930s. The Métis succeed
achieving recognition as a distinct Aboriginal people in the Can
Constitution, and kept raising demands to redress the hi
crimes committed against their nation. The latest SCC ruling, g
with the court decision in the “Daniels” case, regarding the stat
some 600,000 Métis and non-status Indians across Canada
that major legal advances can be achieved as part of awider st
of popular struggles. It is no coincidence that the blue and v
flags of the Métis have been prominent at many powerful actio
the ldle No More movement.

We salute the Métis on this historic victory, and we pledge
solidarity in the struggle to turn this legal ruling into meaning
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Canadian Labour Congress

our
ful

gains for their social equality and national rights.

Which way for the NDP?

The New Democratic Party’s retreat towards “qualified supp
for the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic
Trade Agreement (CETA) is raising serious concerns within
trade union movement, and rightly so. As OFL President Sid F
wrote recently, “this particular trade deal is being negotiate

targets Harper government

problem for the CLC and this 100,000 people on Parliament Hill,
conference is to send a messag#hrough the anti-free trade Pro-
brt  Hundreds of delegates areBringthese effortstogether! Unite,Canada Network.
arfxpected to attend the Canadiatocally and across Canada. Suchrallies can and should take
thé-abour Congress’ political action  Local and regional coalitions place again. The Harper
agonference, which will plan how will be a basis for strong Canadagovernment is carrying out a
H ijo defeat the Harper governmentwide coalitions; these played arvicious attack on the labour
secret and in the interest of multinational Corporations_ A numberdvlarch 21'23 in Toronto. important pal’t defeating the movement and workers as awhole.
against CETA and have been working alongside coalition parfnefnference comes at a time when thought about stronger measures
to raise public concern.” the government is ripping the in the fightback, including work
The OFL President is not alone in his objections. Many tfad€ountry apart and selling it part b stoppages and political strikes
unions and social justice movements - the backbone of the NpPRart. The Communist Party has which are now common in many
voter base across Canada - have Campaigned hard to block E'@ﬂled fora broad, p0|l'[lca| aC'FIO!’l European and Asian countries.
for years. The abject turnaround by Thomas Mulcair has shofckegPnference for years, and it is In 1988, the CLC targeted 50
many of these organizations, which traditionally count on the NDEMPortant that the most be made o Tory MPs for defeat in one of the
Sadly, the NDP's change of course did not surprise obsefvefW the conference organizes the dealing with Canada-US Free
victory in the 2015 federal election, the party which claims to b¢ th80tjustduringthe campaign period. - Unfortunately, the agenda isimportant. If the CLC will carry
out to big capital. This trend pre-dates Thomas Mulcair; recall paclecus on key issues like labourwith media. No time is available election, groups need to sign-up at
Layton’s January 2009 speech to the Toronto Board of Trade ufgirgghts (the attack on the Randfor different movement caucuseshe conference and get to work.
workers to take pay cuts to save jobs, or his moves to water floWfrmula and the closed shop), theo meet. The agenda has little offime is short.
the NDP's anti-war positions. Aboriginal question in the labour nothing for anti-war,  Thereisno shortage of political
When labour activists gather at the Canadian Labour ConIreQOVeme”t' creating industrialenvironmental or anti-free tradeactions to take against the narrow

By Darrell Rankin

conference this month, there should be no illusions about a Mjlcd®Ps, equality ofwomen, child care,movements, all historically Harper Tory corporate agenda
NDP government. Only massive pressure by trade unions afpd &fivatization, and green energy. connected tothe labour movementwhich is leading us to disaster.

people’s movements can compel political parties to put people’s Somefocusisonrebuildingonce-The lack of travel equalization, Developing and mobilizing for a
needs ahead of corporate greed. Leaving the political struggle fo tMprant coalitions, like those thatincome-related fees, or billetsbroad, emancipatory alternative,
NDP caucus in Ottawa will not achieve this goal. thrivedinthe 1980s fighting againstmakes it expensive for activiststhe CLC can help defeat Toryism
free trade and for nuclearoutside Toronto. and its big business agenda.
disarmament. The new coalitions The main thing, though, is that Darrell Rankin represented the
need to include those enteringhe conference is taking placeCanadian Peace Alliance at the
political life today, activists fighting When hundreds of people start tdPro-Canada Network, the Action
for Aboriginal rights and the talk, they can produce the spark€anada Network and the
environment, students againsttuitiorthat will push the Tories to defeat.Solidarity Network.
hikes, the Occupy movement. It will be hard to match the
Many CLC affiliates already send-off to the Mulroney-
have their separate campaign€ampbell government in 19931
targeting the Harper Tories. Thewhen the CLC helped rally |
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We have a world to win

assistance via tax credits, childewer feel

By Liz Payne, Morning Star, benefit. alternative is possible.

www.morningstaronline.uk

certain that an

Women are the main recipients This International Women'’s equality, independence, justice,

It shows how campaigns builtagainst a system that can only
on the demands of women fordegrade and exploit them.
Media coverage of womensince

International Women’s Day of housing benefits, including Day we must commit to making representation, work, fair pay,lastyear’s International Women’s
eachyear provides an opportunitithose supporting single-parentveryone aware that none of theseducation and health can makéay has graphically reflected this.

to focus in depth on the conditionfamilies, nine out of 10 of whom things needs to happen.
of women, the class struggleare women.

against inequality and the tasks Decimated public services andmen to fight back against thewomen in Britain.
banks,
“replacements” are in the mainindustrialists and public andfor Women cannot itself berights and

that face us in the immediate andinaffordable the

more long-term future.

privatised government,

broad, deep and irreversiblelt has been memorable and

Now is the time for women and changes to the lives of workingshocking - depicting extremes of

violence, sexual obijectification,
But campaigning onthe Chartereroticisation of murder, denial of
representation,

In Britain, the austerity those on which women heavilyprivate employers, asserting thaindertaken in isolation. Thedisplacement, impoverishment
measures of the coalition have beerely. Caring services and publicright of working-class women to demands of women are integral tand denial of voice.

nothing less than a brutal assauliransport are only two examplesjobs, justice and a decent life.
on working-class women. The cumulative effect will be the

Beginning with the Emergency further isolation, impoverishment successful, it cannot begin and en&eople’s Charter.

Budget of June 2010 draconiarand disenfranchisementofwomen,
measures “to fill the economicdenyingthem accessto educatio
deficit” have hit women hardest, jobs, health care and amenitie;
taking their jobs and slashing theand increasing vulnerability to
benefits and services on which s@xploitation, abuse and violence,
many depend. And, with lessthan Low incomes demonstrably
a quarter of the already-plannedncrease the latter risk. According
cuts implemented, the worstis yeto public-service union Unison,
to come - that is, unless we put avomen in households with an
stop to it. income of less than £10,0@bout
More than 400,000 women’'s $15,300 Cdn.are three-and-a-half
jobs will be lost from the public times more likely to experience
sector alone, and hundreds oflomestic violence than those i
thousands more will go from thehouseholds with anincome of ove
private sector. Pay cuts in the form£20,000($30,600).
of wage freezes and below cost-

those of allworking people, asput But the past year has also

But if that fightback is to be forward in the TUC-adopted witnessed women fighting back -

the women of India rising together
They must also be heard,against endemic violence, the
recognised and incorporated inthevomen of Egypt returning again
work of the coming People’s and again to demonstrate for a
Assembly against Austerity onmore just and equal future despite
June 22, which hopes to mobilisehe rape and sexual assault meted
millions against the Con-Dem out to intimidate them.
governmentand buildamovement Women have been arrested,
for genuine change founded ortortured and killed for organising,
equality and social justice. speaking out and challenging their
Inthe long, hard battle we haveoppressorsin many countries. And
to fight there must be fundamentalyet, as ever, the brave struggle still
recognition of the centrality of the continues.
struggle for women'’s equality. Now is the time to “really alter
Capitalism worldwide dependsthings” - win vital public support,
on the exploitation of working defeat anti-women austerity

Into this mix add the removal with a short-term economic women and ontheir unpaid labourmeasures, getrid of the government

of-living rises will hit women orreduction of state-funded legalchallenge, crucial as that is. WeWithout it capitalism’s profit ofthe super-rich and begintowork
workers hardest, concentrated asupport for cases relating tomust win understanding that weceases and its crises cannot bewards a genuinely just, peaceful,
they are in low paid work. Sixty- welfare benefits, debt, family law, need to change the way womemesolved. Further, capitalism’s democratic and socialist future that
four per cent of all low-paid education and medical live and of how this might be done.continuance is assured only ifhas seen out capitalism for ever.
workers are women. negligence, coupled with the The Charter for Women, working people are prevented fromThis is our task on every day of the

Women - statistically twice as tightening of eligibility criteria supported by trade unions, tradesniting to challenge it. The division year, not just on International
likely as mento depend on benefitfor legal aid. Add also the drasticcouncils and women’s between working women and menWomen’s Day. We have no choice.
- will suffer most from government reduction of funds for voluntary organisations across the countryis notan option of capitaliststrategy Liz Payne is vice-chair of the
raids on welfare budgets. Manyorganisations that provide sets out what life might look like - it is the system’s lifeblood. Communist Party of Britain and
benefits under the axe relate tservices that support women. for women - in the wider society, Andso the struggle forwomen’sits women'’s organiser. She will be
women’s lives directly - support Working ~ women are at work and in the labour equality in Britain is linked with the featured speaker at People's
during pregnancy, child careincreasingly aware of all this, butmovement. the struggle of women worldwide Voice events in June.

I CIp(M Resist ance against the corporate

agenda is mainly out side Parliament

Theory

The fightback against the The Communist Party of Canada’s 37th Central Itwill also be importantto mobilize opposed and even attempted to

Harper/corporate agenda, as Wesgnyention will be held April 5-7 in Toronto.

predicted back in 2011, has bee . .
waged mainly in the extra_rf\/lembers of the CPC are currently discussing the

par"amentary arena. Even if SoDraft Political Resolution for the Convention. PV

support for other significant anti- derail mass mobilizations of

imperialist initiatives, such as theresistance. Thisraises awiderissue:
18th World Festival of Youth and to what extent can contemporary
Students, which will take place latesocial democracy still be seen as a

this year in Ecuador. force which stands for progressive
At the provincial level, NDP reforms,ifnotfundamental change?
governments in Manitoba andWhat is the role of parties such as

inclined and armed with clearwill reprintexcerpts fromthe Resolution, including
alternative policies, the oppositionthese paragraphs. To download the full document,

parties inside Parliament would be, ; : et
incapable of blocking governmen(tevISIt Www.communist-party.ca. Nova Scotia have preferred to cuthe NDP? These will be critical

legislation. Infact, the situation has corporate taxes and protect thejuestions for the labour and
been even worse. The Bloccrafted by Mulcair and his closestfor expanded militarism and the sointerests of the ruling elite, ratherpeople’s movements leading into
Québécois, after suffering aadvisors to “low-ball” their role in called “responsibility to protect” than taking significant action onthe 2015 election and beyond. The
decimating defeat at the polls,the Opposition, to avoid taking doctrine. This imperialist conceptpro-people demands raised by th&lDP’s shift to the political centre
continues to languish in existential‘controversial” positions on critical is essentially a new version of thdabour movement and othermakes it all the more urgent for the
crisis. The Liberal Party benchegssues, and to bide their time untiracist “white man’s burden” progressive groups. Communist Party and other
have not fared much betterthe 2015 election in the hope thatdeology, a convenient excuse by The continued rightward shift of progressive forces to advance
financially strapped and withoutanvoters will tire of the Harper NATO to justify wars and the NDP leadership towards theradical, anti-capitalistconcepts and
elected leader for almost two yearsgovernmentagendaandturninsteadccupations in third world centre of bourgeois electoralistclass struggle policies. This could
Green Party leader Elizabeth Mayto the NDP to take office. This countries, in pursuitof control over politics has left many members andhelp improve the conditions for a
has put up a good fight aroundhope of slipping into governmentresources by transnational capitalsupporters increasingly stronger leftas part of arealignment
some issues, but has no legionby default reflects bourgeoisThe NDP’sadoptionofthisdoctrinedisenchanted and questioningf political forces in Canada.
behind her in the House. More toopportunism at its worst, and is ehas dealt a severe blow to the anti- Despite this rightward
the point, the Greens, havingrecipe for failure. war movement in Canada, for reorientation of the NDP leadership
situated themselves politically At a more basic level, none ofexample by effectively muzzling 37th Central (%= however, the struggle against the
somewhere between the Liberalghe parliamentary opposition partiesanti-war elements in the trade Convention &f ) Harper/corporate agenda outside
and the NDP, have little space tdave fundamental differences withunions from speaking out agains'ﬁq ril 5-7, 201 3‘,:;.1'*:._ of Parliament has become much
articulate a distinct position. the main tenets of the neoliberamilitarism. p ’ & more vibrant and consequential.

Many in the labour and policy agendaadvanced by Harper To counter the pro-imperialist There have been significant mass
democratic movements wereand company. Nor have those‘regime change” concepts of whatwhether that party constitutes anymobilizations around a number of
looking to the New Democrats, with parties differentiated themselvesirhas been called the “anti-anti-warmeaningful alternative to the Toriesimportant issues - in opposition to
101 seatsandthe mantle of “Officiala  principled way from the movement’, we must do more toThe rejection of extra- the G20 Summitin Toronto; around
Opposition”, to lead the chargeConservatives’ imperialist andwin the genuine peace forces tgarliamentary forms of political environmentalissues, especially the
against Harper’s political agendamilitarist foreign policy. With defend the principles of struggle bythe NDP leadership haslorthern Gateway pipelinein B.C.;
But under Thomas Mulcair’s respect to the war on Libya forinternational law and nationalweakened and divided theagainst the El cuts in Québec, in
leadership, the NDP presence hagxample, the one critical voice wassovereignty. This situation fightback, paralysing sections ofdefence of women'’s reproductive
been barely discernible. It is truethat of Elizabeth May, primarily highlights the urgent need tothelabourand people’s movementsights; against municipal cutbacks
that in the immediate period afterover the issue of inadequatestrengthen the most consistentlyThis political degeneration isin Toronto and elsewhere; in
the election, many caucus memberBarliamentary approval andanti-imperialistelementswithinthe evident in many other countries asolidarity with the Egyptian
were new to Parliament and stilloversight. The NDP has longwider anti-war movement, well, where right-wing social Revolution and the people of
learning the ropes. But thatabandoned its initial criticism of especially the Canadian Peacelemocratic  parties  havebesieged Gaza; around the poverty
argument no longer rings true. Inthe US-led wars in Iraqg andCongress and its affiliates, whichimplemented neoliberal and pro-and oppression faced by Aboriginal
fact, there is a conscious strategyfghanistan, in favour of support are partof the World Peace Councilimperialist policies, and have peoples, etce
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The day we met Hugo Chavez

By Johan Boyden

When the news came it wasthat is socialism!”
probably natural that almost all of
us from that delegation thoughtimpact of these few words on a twe would learn that their
about our experience, eight yearshirt. After all it seems that today,truly was a serious, vibrant,
ago. When | bumped into some ofwith the economic crisis, moreand exciting argument.
the delegation at Internationaland more young people today are Up to that point, the link
Women’'s Day events, since hisopening their eyes. The mostbetween socialism and the
death came so close to IWD, itpopular searched words in theBolivarian Revolution had
seemed natural to talk aboutit. online Merriam-Webster been far from clear. Only

It was 16th World Festival of Dictionary last year were days before had Chavez
Youth and Students, in Caracas. fsocialism” and “capitalism.” made the connection as
remember we got off the airplane  During the “Dirty Thirties,” in necessary. Over the nextfew
after our long flight, arriving late a speech advocating for publicdays during the World
at night, and immediately steppechealth care, Dr. Norman Bethundg=estival of Youth and
into a wall of hot and humid air. A once said that “Twenty five yearsStudents, Chavez would
bit tired, we stumbled into theago it was thought to bespeak and develop this pro-
darkness with our bags. contemptible to be a socialist.socialist perspective in more

And then, there they were. AToday it is ridiculous not to be detail.
welcoming party of Venezuelaone.” It seemed ground-
youth. Some were holding roses. Well, that dark night at Simon breaking. It was.
Eachwoman in our delegation goBolivar International Airport felt  IT took us ages to get out
a rose as she stepped ontabitlike the twenty five years hadof the airport, to the “bed
Venezuela soil. just ended. city” where we stayed and

| remember noticing whatthey It was, | think, a quote from finally, down to a giant
were wearing. Bright red t-shirts President Hugo Chavez. A cleaparade ground for the
opening ceremonies. Who
would have known, just a

emblazoned with the slogan:statement. Here, in Venezuelaas agroup, we slowly walked whatong. There was no translation.
“Another world is possible, and thousands of young people areseemed like a few miles, finally

“l was so young, | didn't

debating a profoundly differentturning past a big podium. And appreciate howwe were witnessing
I have difficultly describing the future. Over the next two weeksthen there he was. Hugo Chaveziistory,” one former delegate told

me the other day.

We looked up
atthe hills, and realized
that the twinkling tiny
network of lights in a
few small areas must
generally outline the
rich communities with
electricity, hostile to
the Bolivarian
Revolution, while the
slopes which had fallen
into darkness were its
social base.

The festival
was beginning. |
personally didn’t
glimpse him again. But
over the next week, in
StUGC nts and Y O U“"I the voices and stories

of all the youth

N I _~  involved in the

- - . Bolivarian process, it

kind of felt like we were
meeting with Chavez.
As the World Federation of

16th World Festival of

few years later, we would beThe man himself. Full of life,
looking into the newspaper andsurrounded by other youth leadersDemocratic Youth said, “the ones
recognize the very same paradgelcoming the youth of the world who die for life, shouldn’t be called
ground as where his funeralwho had assembled to raise higlilead.” Today those youth we met
procession would go, surroundedhe banner of the festival: “for are eightyears older. If they retain
by hundreds of thousands. peace and solidarity, we strugglea tenth of the energy of the energy
Those parade grounds are aagainstimperialism and war.”  they hadthen, lam confident | will
the bottom of a valley. The cityis It seemed the procession wasneet Chavez again.
allaround, then big steep hills riseregularly interrupted. Chavez had Johan Boyden is the leader of
PV Vancouver Bureau responsibilities require this Upwhich become giantmountainsa few people from some of thethe Young Communist League of
business be closed fairly andn the distance. The hills aredelegations brought up to theCanada, whichishelping organize
In a major Aboriginal legal equitably. We have spent over 3¢covered with the communities ofpodium. The US delegation’s flag-a cross-Canada delegation to the
rights case, the Supreme Court ofears in the courts struggling tothe poor, the barrios. b_earer, for example, received &8th World F_estlval of Yout_h and
Canadahas ruled 6-2 in afavour ofight these wrongs done to our Dusk fell. Then came the deepgiantbear-hug. Andthen hespokeStudentstaklng place late this year
a case brought by the ManitobaAncestors.” black tropical darkness. Moving For our tired bodies it seemedin Ecuador.

Métis Federation (MMF), Hundreds of people were at
regarding the issuance of land®Vinnipeg Airport to greet Métis i P

designated for Métis childrenleaders returning from Ottawa aftel
Convention Banquet

Metis celebrate

Supreme Court ruling
on Manitoba Act

under the Manitoba Act of 1870.the decision. A rally was held at
Passed by Parliament in the waké&ouis Riel’s gravesite, in the
of the “Red River Rebellion” of cemetery of the St. Boniface
1869-70, the Manitoba Act Cathedral, to celebrate their
broughtthat province into the newsuccess and the prospects of th
Confederation of Canada. Thenext steps of negotiations with the
leader of the Red River Métisprovincial and federal

people, Louis Riel, is regarded agjovernments. A celebration with
the founder of Manitoba for his Métis fiddling, dancing, and

role in these historic events. traditional food was held at the

The March 8 ruling declared Community Hall of the Cathedral.
that the federal Crown failed to “To be a part of this historic
implementthe land grant provisionevent was truly a gift from the Great
set out in Section 31 of theSpirit,aGod-inspired moment, with
Manitoba Act, and awarded costsRiel surely smiling down upon the
to the appellants. greatvictory and vindication of his

Prior to the ruling, MMF sacrifices and a testament to th
President David Chartrand saidfenacity, perseverance and exceller
“Our People sent a message thdeadership of President David
our Land Claim must be a priority Chartrand, his government
and one that I must advance all thenembers and the Métis Nation
way to the Supreme Court ofcitizens within the province of
Canada to seek justice. This casManitoba which brought the Métis
is about lost and stolen propertietNation of the Northwest into
and a People who were displacedonfederation,” stated Presiden
and dispersed across and beyon@lément Chartier of the Métis
their Homeland. National Council.

“The 1870 Manitoba Act From another perspective, BC
recorded solemn promises madé/étis Federation President Keith
to provide lands to our childrenHenry stated, “Many Métis
and to recognize the titles to oufamilies across Canada are o

lands along the Red River. Theseonnected to the historic lands o
doth i keptthe Red River in Manitoba, and H
The Metie children and thelr have the highest court n dhe fand. Saturday, April 6, 2013
families were swindled and theirrule that the Federal Governmen SteelWorkers Hall
25 Cecil Street, Toronto
Cocktails at 6 pm - Dinner at 7 pm

37¢

Bu for
the prj
hefl, uo%rice of

dgen
T—

Plate
the ’ ]"ﬂé{ﬂ(‘,}n

lands stolen by speculators. Thigailed toimplementthe land grants
was facilitated by governmentis known to many of us. The
delays, unconstitutional decision will have to be fully
legislation, and orders in council.reviewed to better understand the

“This has been called thefuture impacts but clearly thisis a
unfinished business of major victory and will open the
Confederation. As a Partner inFederal Government up to future
bringing  Manitoba into Métis land claims. Many of us
Confederation, and as anMétis know today thatthe Federal
Aboriginal People, the Métis Government continues to fail our
believe the Honour of the Crownpeople, and this is another cour
and Canada’s fiduciary ruling supporting Métis rights.”

Tickets $25 - Low income $15, available from CPC office, 416-469-2446

Meet the delegates and support the CPC!
Dinner ~ Music ~ Cash bar
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The Achievement s of Hugo Chavez

public daycares and 85% of schooare now 34 centres for addictionsgollection as from the sale of oil, considering the enormous financial
age children attend school. Theré In six years 19,840 homelesssince it strengthened its capacityand strategic help that the USA
arethousands of new orrefurbishettave been attended through &or tax collection and wealth agencies and allies gave to the

From Counterpunch, by
Carles Muntaner, Joan
Benach, and Maria Paez
Victor. This article was
published on Dec. 14, 2012,
while the late Hugo Chavez
was hospitalized in Cuba.
For a list of footnotes, visit
www.counterpunch.org.

schools, including 10 new special program; and there araedistribution. Injust one decadepopposition parties and media.
universities. The country places 2ngractically no children living on the State obtained $251,694Since 2002, Washington
in Latin America and 5th in the the streets. million (US) in taxes, more thanchanneled $100 million to
world with the greatest proportions* Venezuela now has the largesits petroleum income per annum.opposition groups in Venezuela
of university students. Infact, 1 outintensive care unit in the region. = Economic milestonesthese lasand this election year alone,
ofevery 3Venezuelansare enrolled A network of public drugstores ten years include reduction indistributed $40-50 million there.
in some educational program. It issell subsidized medicines in 127unemployment from 11.3% to But the Venezuelan people
While Venezuela's presidentalso a great achievement thastores with savings of 34-40%. 7.7%; doubling the amount ofdisregarded the barrage of
Hugo Chavez is fighting for his Venezuelais nowtied with Finland* 51,000 people have been treategeople receiving social insuranceropaganda unleashed against the
life in Cuba, the liberal press ofasthe 5th country with the happiesin Cuba for specialized eyebenefits, and the public debt hagpresident by the mediathatis 95%
both sides of the Atlantic has notpopulation in the world. treatment, and the eye cardeenreducedfrom?20.7%to 14.3%rivately owned and anti-Chavez.
stopped trashing his government. Before the Chavez governmeniprogram “Mision Milagro” has of GNP and the flourishing of The tide of progressive change in
The significance of hisvictory (12 in 1998, 21% of the populationrestored sight to 1.5 million cooperatives has strengthen locahe region has started to build the

points ahead of his contender) hasvas malnourished. Venezuela now
yet to be analysed properly, withhas established a network o
evidence. It is remarkable thatsubsidized food distribution
Chavez would win, sick with including grocery stores and
cancer, outgunned by the local andupermarkets. While 90% of the
international media and, rarelyfood was imported in 1980, toda
acknowledged, an electoral mahisis lessthan 30%. Mision Agro-
extremely biased towards theVenezuela has given out 454,234
middle and upper classes, withcredits to rural producers and
geographical barriers and difficult39,000 rural producers have
access to ID’s for members of thereceived creditin 2012 alone. Five
working classes. million Venezuelan receive free

One of the main factors for thefood, four million of them are
popularity of the Chavez childreninschoolsand 6,000 food
Government and its landslidekitchensfeed 900,000 people. Thg
victory in this re-election results of agrarian reform and policies to
October 2012, is the reduction ofhelp agricultural producers have
poverty, made possible because thecreased domestic food supply
government took back control of The results of all these food
the national petroleum companysecurity measures is that today
PDVSA, and has used the abundamhalnourishment is only 5%, and

Hugo Chavez - PRESENTE!

infrastructure for the first truly
independent South America with
political integration organizations
such as Bank ofthe South, CELAC,
ALBA, PETROSUR,
PETROCARIBE, UNASUR,
MERCOSUR, TELESUR and
thus have demonstrated to the rest
of the world that there are, after
all, economic and social
alternatives in the 21st century.
Following a different model of
development from that of global
capitalism in sharp contrast to
Europe, debt levels across Latin
America are low and falling.

The changes in Venezuela are
not abstract. The government of
President Chavez has significantly
improved the living conditions of
Venezuelans and engaged themin

oil revenues, not for benefit of achild malnutritionwhichwas 7.7% Venezuelans. endogenous economies. Irmdynamic political participation to
small class of renters as previouin 1990today is at2.9%. Thisisan An example of how the general,the Venezuelan economwchieve it. This new model of
governments had done, butto buildmpressive health achievement bygovernment has tried to respondas grown 47.4% in ten years, thasocialist development has had a
needed infrastructure and invest irany standards. inatimely fashion to the real needss, 4.3% per annum. phenomenal impact all over Latin
the social servicesthatVenezuelans Some of the most importantof its people is the situation that Today many European America, including Colombia of
so sorely needed. During the lasavailable data on health care andccurred in 2011 when heavycountries would look jealously atlate, and the progressive left of
ten years, the government hagublic health are as following:  tropical rains left 100,000 peoplethese figures. Economists whocentre governments that are now
increased social spending by* infant mortality dropped from homeless. They were right awaystudied in detail the Venezuelarthe majority in the region see in
60.6%, a total of $772 billion. 25 per 1000 (1990) to only 13/shelteredtemporarilyinallmannereconomy for years indicate that\Venezuela the catalyst that has

Poverty is not defined solely by 1000 (2010); of public buildings and hotelsand,“The predictions of economic broughtmore democracy, national
lack ofincome noris healthdefined®* An outstanding 96% of the in one and a half years, thecollapse, balance of payments osovereignty and economic and
as the lack of illness. Both arepopulation has now accessto cleagovernment built 250,000 housesdebt crises and other gloomysocial progress to the region. No
correlated and both are multi-water (one of the goals of theThe governmenthas obviously noprognostications, as well as manyamount of neoliberal rhetoric can
factorial, that is, determined by arevolution); eradicated all social ills, but itseconomicforecasts alongthe waydispute these facts. Dozens of
series of social processes. Tomake people do recognize that, despitdhave repeatedly proven wrong..opinionated experts can go on
a more objective assessment of any shortcomings and mistakes, iv/enezuela’s current economicforever on whether the Bolivarian
the real progress achieved by thi is a government that is on theirgrowth is sustainable and couldRevolution is or is not socialist,
Bolivarian Revolution in side, trying to use its resources t@ontinue at the current pace owhether it is revolutionary or
Venezuela during the last 13 year: meet their needs. Part of thishigher for many years.” reformist (it is likely to be both),
itis essential to review some of the equation is the intense political According toGlobal Finance yet at the end of the day these
key available data on the socia participation that the Venezuelanand the CIA World Factbook, the substantial achievements remain.
determinants of health and poverty democracy stands for, thatinclude¥enezuelan economy presentsthe This is what infuriates its
education, inequality, jobs and 30,000 communal councils, whichfollowing indicators: opponents the most both inside
income, health care, food security determine local social needs andinemployment rate of 8%; 45.5%Venezuela and most notable, from
and social support and services. oversee their satisfaction andgovernment (public) debt as aneocolonialist countries. The

With regard to these social allows the people to bepercent of GDP (by contrast the‘objective” and “empiricist The
determinants of health indicators, protagonists of the changes theyuropean Union debt/GDP isEconomiswill not publicize this
Venezuela is now the country in " . - demand. 82.5%); and a real GDP growth:data, preferring to predict once
the region with the lowest  achieve it. This new The Venezuelan economy hasGDP per capita is $13,070. Inagaintheimminent collapse of the
inequality level (measured by the model of socialist low debts, high petroleumreserve®011, the Venezuelan economyenezuelan economy aktiPais
Gini Coefficient) having reduced development has had a and high savings, yet Westerrdefied most forecasts by growingin Spain, would rather have one of
inequality by 54%, poverty by  phenomenal impact all economists that oppose President.2 percent, and was up 5.6 percerthe architects of the Caracazo (the
44%. Poverty has been reducer  gyer Latin America." Chavez repeaad nauseanthat in the first half of 2012. It has aslaughter of 3000 people in
from 70.8% (1996) to 21% (2010). the Venezuelan economy is notdebt-to-GDP ratio comfortably Caracas protesting the austerity
And extreme poverty reduced from “sustainable” and predict its below the U.S. and the UK, andmeasures of 1989), the minister of
40% (1996) to a very low level of * In 1998, there were 18 doctorsdemise whenthe oil revenues stogstronger than European countriesfinance of the former government
7.3% (2010). About 20 million per 10,000 inhabitants, currentlylronically they do not hurl these an inflation rate, an endemicMoises Naim, go on with his anti-
people have benefited from antithere are 58, and the public healtldire predictions to other oil problemduringmany decades, thaChavez obsession. But none of
poverty programs, calledsystem has about 95,000economiessuchasCanadaorSauldas fallen to a four-year low, orthem can dispute that the UN
“Misiones” (Uptonow, 2.1 million physicians; Arabia. They conveniently ignore 13.7%, over the most recent 2012Human Development Index
elderly people have received old* It took four decades for previousthat Venezuela’s oil reservoir of quarter. EvenThe Wall Street situates Venezuela in place #61
age pensions - that is 66% of thejovernments to build 5,081 clinics,500 billion barrels of ail is the Journalreports that Venezuela’'sout of 176 countries having
population while only 387,000 butin just 13 years the Bolivarianlargest in the world and considerstock exchange is by far the bestincreased seven placesintenyears.
received pensions before thegovernment built 13,721 (athe social investment of oil performing stock market in the And that is one more reason
current government. 169.6% increase); revenues a waste or futileworld,reachinganall-time highinwhy Chavez’s Bolivarian

Education is a key determinant* Barrio Adentro (i.e., primary endeavour. Howeverthese past 1®ctober 2012, and Venezuela’'sRevolution  will  survive
of both health and poverty and thecare program with the help of moreyears, the Bolivarian governmentbonds are some of the besW¥Wenezuela’'s Socialist leader.
Bolivarian government has placedhan 8,300 Cuban doctors) hahas been building up an industriaperformers in emerging markets. Carles Muntaner is Professor
a particular emphasis on educatiompproximately saved 1,4 million and agriculturalinfrastructure that Hugo Chavez's victory had anof Nursing, Public Health and
allotting it more than 6% of GDP. livesin 7,000 clinics and has giver40 years of previous governmentsmpact around the world as he isPsychiatry at the University of
UNESCO has recognized that500 million consultations; had neglected and its economyecognized as having spearheadetioronto. Maria Paez Victor is a
illiteracy been eliminated * In 2011 alone, 67,000 continues to get stronger even imadical change not only in hisownVenezuelan sociologist,
furthermore, Venezuela is the 3rdVenezuelans received free highthe face of a global financial crisis.country but in all Latin America specializing in health and
county in the region whose costmedicinesfor 139 pathologies An indication of the increasing where progressive governmentsnedicine. Joan Benach is a
population reads the most. Thereigonditions including cancer, diversification of the economy is have also been elected, therebprofessor of Public Health at the
tuition free education from daycarehepatitis, osteoporosis,the fact that the State now obtaingeshaping the global order. TheUniversitat Pompeu Fabra,
to university; 72% of children attendschizophrenia, and others; ther@lmost as much revenue from tawictory was even more significantBarcelona. @

"The changes in
Venezuela are not
abstract. The govern-
ment of President
Chavez has significantly
improved the living
conditions of Venez-
uelans and engaged
them in dynamic
political participation to
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=" GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Hiroyuki Watanabe, a
councillor in Iwaki City, was
among those sent to investigate
work practises at the plant. He
says conditions were poor.

“Every time | would return
home I would have to strip off my
clothes at the entrance and take a
bath immediately, just so | didn’t
bring radiation into my home and

i was supposedto be discussed with According to United Nations [§
Spaln_ protests union representatives. But uniorfigures, between 40 and 50 pe
slam Job|ess rate representatives refuse to attend eent of women in the Europea

. meeting on the legislation. “We Union experience unwanted sexug

and corru ptlon will not discuss any elimination of advances, physical contact, verb

acquired rights,” said Beatriz suggestions or other forms of

Tens of thousands offerreto, president of the Highsexual harassment at thei
demonstrators marched in Spairschool Teachers’ Association. workplace; in Asia-Pacific
on March 9 to protest record The bill would cut nearly 40 countries it is 30 to 40 per cent.

unemployment — and  thepercentofteachers’ overallsalaries In Australia, according to the [3&
government’s handling of the py eliminating bonuses earned“orcountry’s  Human  Rights family,” Watanabe said.
economic and corruption scandalsthe streets” many years ago, an€ommission, 25 per cent of womert “Workers are losing their passion

Rallies were held in Madrid andj|| affect employees from the have been sexually harassed in th€hey were told to connect a cableo work there because conditions

60 other cities by 150 entire public sector. workplace. Men can also beand not to worry about theare deteriorating. Some have had
organizations, including trade victims of workplace sexual radiation. their danger pay ripped off them
unions representing the harassment but this is much less “Because | had worked at theby subcontractors. Others have

construction, car, television,
police, and health service
industries. The actions were calle
“against unemployment and for
the renewal of democracy,” the
UGT, one of the biggest trade
unions, said in a statement.
General Workers Union
spokesperson Candido Mende
told the media that most peopld
reject austerity policies, which

common. Fukushima plant | was told to helpbeen dumped and left without any
“Sexual harassment and othefay cables to get power back on tavork at all as soon as they reach

forms of harassment and abuse the Reactor 3 turbine building. Itheir radiation exposure limit.”

physical, verbal or psychologicalwas not told what it was like

- bullying, mobbing, work-related inside,” he said. “As we started to();

stress and violence affect allwork,ourradiationreadersstartedOII_ Wo_rkers

professions and sectors and botheeping. We couldn’tsee anythingstrike in Gabon

women and men,” says Janeénside because it was so dark.

Hodges, ILO Director of the Whenlswitchedonmyheadlamp Gabon's powerful ONEP oil

Bureau for Gender Equality.| looked down and saw waterworkers’ union announced on

“However, there is still no explicit reflecting in the light. Water was March 9 it had begun an unlimited

were pushing many people towar international human rights treatyeverywhere.” strike to demand the enforcement
poverty and away from prohibition of violence against Three of his colleaguesof contract terms on working
democracy. _ / women and the issue remainslescended into the basement afonditions. ONEP is demanding
“Bread and a roof at a fair poorly-defined and understoodthe building into contaminatedthe observance of a November
price,” read some of the signs ynion leaders point out that taxunder international human rightswater. One of the men had long2010 agreement between the
waved by protestors. Othersexemptions to large companiedaw.” rubber boots on, but two onlygovernment and oil workers,

brandished pictures of Primerepresent 6 percent of the gross Many women do not report had ankle-high boots, and theguaranteeing better labour terms
Minister Mariano Rajoy with the domestic product, yet theharassment forfear of losing theiwater was quickly sloshing insideand greater use of Gabonese staff.
words “Wanted: serial con man”.government insists on blamingjobs. The cost for workers, sayshem. The pair suffered beta-rayThe strike was being followed at
The UGT urged “a radical andteachers wages for Costa Rica'$lodges, is heightened stress, lodsurns to their feet and legs,90 percentof companies operating
urgent change in economic policyfiscal deficit. A general strike may of motivation and increased riskalthough the injuries were notin Gabon, slowing down their

in Europe as well as Spain”, addingye called if the government movef accidents at work: “Workplace life threatening. operations, reported the union.
that “the policies of 2012 haveforward with the bill in the violence and harassmentpresenta Most of the men complainedto ~ The central African nation of
been a resogr_]dmg failure INegislative Assembly. significant barrier to women theirteamleaderthattheirradiatioraround 1.5 million people
tackling the crisis and have only accessing and progressing througreaders were sending outwarninggroduces roughly 240,000
made all our problems worse.” Police raids hit the labour market. Iterodes decerthat radiation limits had beenbarrels per day of crude oil from
Rajoy and his governmentinsist working conditions.” reached. But the team leader, a sector dominated by France’s
that budget cuts are necessary " ;rkish unions Harassment in the workplacemanagerwith alarge subcontractolotal and Royal Dutch Shell.
meet the deficit-cutting targets set also leads to absenteeismto TEPCO, dismissed theirThe oil revenues contribute

by the EU, and claim thatausterity - a five in the morning on Feb. increased turnover and lower jobconcerns, saying the readers mustround 60 percent of the state
will strengthen Spain’s economy 19, police raided homes acrosperformance and productivity, be broken. Three of the team werdudget in Gabon, one of the few

in the long run. But the number oftyrkey, arresting 169 members ofccording to the ILO. exposed to 180 millisieverts ofsub-Saharan African countries
unemployed people in Spain haxESK, the independent ThelLOisworking on projects radiation, or nearly four times theto have a dollar-denominated
topped the 5 million mark for the confederation of public servicein Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, andinnual safe limit. bond.

firsttime since suchrecordsbegan,njons. The police said thiswith other partners in Brazil,
The overall jobless rate is at 26pperation was related to DHKP, aAngola, South Africa, India and

per cent, but for youth the figure iShanned left wing party. But Lami China. ILO experts, working with Manv items in our "Global Class
over 50 per cent. Many of Spain'sozgen, president of KESK, trade unions and employers, hav¢ y

youfng _gradluates and qut?‘“f'etdpointed outthatthose arrested werbelped draft guides and codes o Struggle column are from the
protessionals are emigrating Omembers or officials of unionsconduct on preventing sexual i

other countries to find work. affiliated to KESK. harassment in several countries Labour S tart website,
Spain’s economy is embroiled in  This s the third operation including China and Viet Nam. www .labourst art.org
its second recessioninthree yearggainst KESK trade unionists in  In Viet Nam, for instance, the
sparked by the 2011 collapse ofi2 months. Police took 73ILO advised on a new Labour
the country’s housing market.  members in two previous Code, to come into force in May

2 - - )
operations in February and Jun€013, which for the first time Send me Informatlon on the sﬁ
Public employees 2012. These trade unionists wergrohibits sexual harassment il  Communist Party of Canada ,-,..;;

charged with involvement in the workplaces.

march in Costa Union of Kurdish Communities,
. alleged to be an urban wing of th The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
Rica curbstan Workers rary. ne 0P AANGEIS | g e ety s, carn esinere o o,
Thousands of public workers %pqaeu(ignuorg:f/h movementfighting t FUKUShIma against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
and teachers demonstrated on : active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
March 8 in the Costa Rican capita Beltween .7’00.0 an.d _::._0,200n UC|ear plant movements on a wide range of issues_. All our policies and leadership arf set
f eople are In prison In lurkey democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
of San Jose (o oppose a move t acing terrorism trials. Human A nuclear worker has told thel - oo “contact the nearest CPC office
eliminate extra salary benefits. . isfiustralian Broadcastin : :
rights groups accuse the Turkis c g )
Protesters marched from the L “ orporation (ABC) how he was Central Committee CPC
. ; . overnmentof a “vague and overlyC poratior _ho W
Hispanidad roundabout in Sanf " 4 finition of terrorism in orderedinside wearing insufficient 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

Pedrp, east of the capital, to_thel-urkish law.” Terrorism Protective gear to tackle the 201} 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
presidential palace, carrying. . ictions are frequently Fukushima  nuclear plant

v i , Parti Communiste du Quebeqsection du Ottawa CPC
ban_neES, bballllot%n?’ an? dﬂagtsobtamed on the basis of people’gneltdown. Themantold ABC that| o communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
against a bill that would cu writings, association with certain two of his colleagues suffered beta} 5350 Ave bu Parc, Suite "c” Manitoba Commitiee CPC
bonuses negotiated decades agQ ... = ‘cination in ray burns when they had to wadg Montreal, QC, H2v 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
: olitical groups or participationin . ) . 438.338. peg
bv unions . . Email: pcqg@cpc-pcc.cdél: 438-338-8890 Tellfax: 204-586-7824
y S peaceful demonstrations. through radioactive water. Thej : elffax:
Benefits include bonuses to worker has 17 years' experiencd oo o e orC o 8c VL3 Ontario Ctee. CPC
educators, including higher atnuclear facilities run by TEPCO,| 604-254-9836cpinfo.bc@gmail.com 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
severance pay, extra pay for WOH‘Harassment in including the Fukushima plant. | edmonton cPc ek 416'469'2446
outside of the classroom, and Ten days after the tsunam{ Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO ggg‘m&ﬁficia 615
« FREP . . Ed ton, AB, T6C 4N6 n .
exclusivity” pay, a salary bonus gf]e Workplace triggered meltdowns in three| 1o oo 4ss.7803 Fax. 780.463.0209  Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
sothatteachers don’ttake asecon reactors, the worker andfive ofhid = Tel: 905-548-9586
’ algary

job. These payments, accordingto News  reports  around colleagues were ordered into th¢ s421 - gt Ave. SE Atlantic Region CPC
government officials, “create |nternational Women’s Day give crippled plant. Wearing raincoats) Calgary, AB, T2A4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 B0X 70 Srand Pré, S, BOP 1M0
Inequities among_pubhcworkers."Some idea of the scale of sexualacemasks and radiation readerg, SaskatchewanCPC '
The Labor Ministry drafted the harassment of women workershe workers had to cut their way| Emai <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
“Public Sector Salary Bill,"which across the planet. into the damaged turbine building.\ ,
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Land remains key to negotiated peace in Colombia

B : . ... threaten to sink the process intéarmers; co-existence of varyingvictims of changing world market points out that, “As is typical of
y W.T. Whitney, People’s » . . : i . ; ;
World a swamp. _ productlon quels, protect|onc0nd|t|9ns and the impact of US,theCoIomb|angovernment,_soual
Santo’s plans for running for against land diversion to “megaCanadian and European free tradprotest has been turned into a
Small farmers formed the re-election in 2014 are unclearprojects;” cooperation betweenagreements. Food importergmilitary problem, and internal
Revolutionary Armed Forces ofand his opinion poll ratings arefarmers and city consumers toundersell Colombian producers.security problem.”
Colombia (FARC) in 1964 to down. Predecessor Alvaro Uriberemove intermediaries; Coffee prices and productionhave Gutiérrez reports, however, that
defend land. Now land is the firstis spearheading efforts to returrinfrastructure improvements; anddropped precipitously. “small [coffee] farmers complain
agenda item in peace talks inright-wing orthodoxy to the democratic decision-making. Police violence directed at the[government] help serves only to
Havana between the FARC andresidency and congress. Nevertheless, while negotiatorsstrikers reinforced media-inspiredbenefit big producers, and the mid-
Colombian government. The FARC general staff on Feb.were coping with the land questionprejudice against agrarianlevel and small ones don't see a
Renewed struggle over land26 expressed confidence peacawidespread coffee farmers’strikeagitators. Government peso.” Says Gutiérrez, “Although
roiled the talks in late February agalks would continue. The materialised on Feb. 25. Coffeespokespersons hinted strikers werthe government wants to exclude
the government delivered aColombian people were calledfarmers and cacao, cotton, sugataking orders from the FARC. discussion of the economic model
controversial tract of land to newupon “to mobilise against whatcane, and rice farmers are nowAnalyst José Antonio Gutiérrezfrom the peace negotiations, it's
owners and the FARC raised thecaused and who was responsible impossible to talk about agriculture
issue of food sovereignty. for the plundering of 20 million without taking that model into
Expressing hope earlier in theacres over 20 years, [in order to] tq consideration.”
month, Humberto de la Calle,facilitate delivery of a good part of He adds: “Coffee and cacao
leader of the government’sthe national territory to trans- farmers are showing that social
negotiating team, envisioned “anationals.” mobilisation in Colombian streets
true opportunity to end armed In an interview that day FARC and countryside will make sure
conflict in Colombia through delegation head Ivan Marquez such discussion becomesthe order
dialogue.” Optimism vanished, broadened discussion of land tq of the day. Although Santos ...
however, on Feb. 23 whenencompass larger societal need believes problems of class struggle
Colombian President Juan ManueHe referred to “war-making sectors can be confined to a negotiating
Santos threatened, “If talks don’tquite interested in sabotaging thi table, the Colombian people are
advance, we'll leave the table.” process of dialogue that know therg demonstrating that deep
Santos was reacting to FARCare themes they don’'t wan . transformation of the country
criticism of his visit three days discussed like concentration offe comes about through the daily
earlier to San Vicente del Caguanand.” Land for small farmers construction of ... new political
where he transferred 247,000 acreswould come “from cattle raisers, horizons. These winds blowing in
of land in the area to 342 farmforexample, who have 100 million favour of the people can no longer
families. In an open letter, FARC acres in their hands and a herd ¢ K be contained by means of violence.
Commander Timoleon Jiménez22 million cows that live like |van Marquez, head of the FARC delegation, reads a statement Something is happening in
rejected Santos’ contention thafprinces on large stretches of landjuring peace talks in Havana with the Colombian government. Colombia.” e
the land had belonged to FARCwe could put into cultivation, to
commander Jorge Bricero, killedproduce food.”

by government forces in 2010. Marquez cited “studies calling Venezuelan Communlsts expreSS

“Let’s save the peace, Santos,” héor distribution of 50 million acres

asserted. among small farmers and ' h

With an average parcel size ofdedicating them to food homage tO PreSIdent HUQO C aVEZ
727 acres, far in excess of mossovereignty. We need to produce
small-farm operations, the landfood for Colombians. Until just The leadership of the people,therevolutionary political The Political Bureau pays tribute
deal raised questions. In factrecently Colombia was more orCommunist Party of Venezuelaand social forces to close ranks, téo Comrade PresidentHugo Chavez,
reported human rights activistless self sufficient, at 90 percentwhich was the first political party remain alert and vigilant againstrevolutionary who will forever be
Horacio Duque, Santos wasNow with neo-liberal politics this in that country to endorse thethe claims of imperialism to createframed inthe collective imagination
“delivering land titles to members changed and now we have tacampaign for president by Hugochaos and instability in our country.of our country as an example of
of the Army ... and to their import more than 10 million tons Chavez in 1998, and which hasThis is why we must demonstratestrength, dedication, courage and
paramilitary stand-ins, land takenof food products.” remained in full solidarity with high levels of organization andrevolutionary greatness.
away fromthousands of peasants.” A week earlier the FARC the Bolivarian Revolution led by disciplined mobilization of our =~ We call on the Venezuelan
Duque contends Santos sought tdelegation publicised ten foodChavez, issued the followingpeople, building from allinstancespeople to continue to strive for the
“lower pressure from the ultra- sovereignty proposals. First,statement on his death. created in recent years. courage, fortitude, unselfishness
right military leaders, loyal to ex- access to food would become a The Political Bureau of the We extend to his closest lovedand infinite love for humanity and
President Uribe, who arefundamental right. The peopleCentral Committee of the andthosewholoved himdearly inbehaviour specificto revolutionary
demanding that the peacewould be empowered “to defineCommunist Party of Venezuela,life, our expressions of solidarity action of Comrade President Hugo

negotiations be suspended.” their own strategies for with deep sorrow over the passingand condolences, especially to hi€havez, to now and forever be an
The land transfer event tooksustainable productionof our President Hugo Rafaelsons and daughter and otheexample to our people and new
place on the anniversary of thecommercialisation and Chavez Frias, undisputed leaderelatives. generations of fighters for life.

military takeover in Caguan in consumption of food products.” of the Bolivarian process in
2002 that marked the end of two Other proposals were:Venezuela, Latin Americaandthe - c c
years of peace negotiations there‘eradication of hunger; Productionworld, wishes to express its firm  COMMUNISES re-elected in T fnpura
Jiménez castigated Santosbf food in stable, health- conviction to continue raising the
commemoration of failed peacepromoting, and environmentallyflags of struggle for socialist By R K. Sharma
talks, his having “insulted the sustainable ways; consumersevolution and revolutionary ) ) ) )
FARC inevery possible way,”andguaranteed access to foodpopular unity. Election results are out for the state of Tripura in northeast India.
his silence on current peace talksprotection, stimulation, and  President Hugo Rafael Chavez Communists were re-elected to power for a fifth consecutive term.
He warned that “official attitudes financial support” for small Frias dedicated his life to efforts The Communist Party of India-Marxist and Communist Party of
that helped in the construction and India bagged a total of 50 seats out of 60 in the state parliament.
defense of the country, seeking Communists have won that state’s elections seven times in total
the conquest ofasociety ofjustice since 1978. They lost marginally in 1988-93.
and freedom for the working The remai_ning 10 seats went to the Indian National Congress
,beople of Venezuela, Latin Party, the ruling party nationally.
America and the world, who are More than two million voters went to the polls on February 14.
acing global imperialism and its There were long queues still at closing time forcing polls to extend
ckeys. their hoursin order to let all vote. The turnout hit a record 94 percent.

Carinthiafall to around 17%, from 45% in 2009, following a string It is indisputable that our SIS £l S5 69 ITHIEE Elile] CGTRIED o s [155]:

of corruption cases. The Freedom Party also dropped 2 poifts Ferrade president always took, often said that Chief Minister Manik Sarkar has the lowest “bank

. - . i ' balance” of any other state chief ministers. In contrast, the opposition
Lower Austria to 8.5%, relegating it to fourth place behind TeamVith €xemplary revolutionary et : e
Stronach - a new eurgscep?ic pagrty P discipline and selflessness, the Congress Party is roiled in deep allegations of corruption at the

, . jfficult and demanding task of federal level.
Federal Chancellor Werner Faymann’s Social Democrats (SIPO . : : ;
looked set to regain Austria’s sozthern—most state for the fir(st imieading our country through the Even before Tripura became a state, in 1952, Communists won

. ; . 0 i aths of the construction of amore the area’s first elections. Now what people hav_e appreciate_d is the
Egﬁ?slggg’ coming on top with 37% of the vote - up 8 percen agj%stsociety, and assumed this task!evel of development. After the results came in Sarkar said, the

, . . ) s a lifetime commitment. voters” “verdict” went in favour of “development, peace, stability
e oo Y Fromhe Polical Burea of and good governance - The charges ofncreasing Unemploymert
L e e oo T L G

; ; enezuela we condemn the war
Wh—ggeA?Stefgcf)-rf%ﬂ?lSggtiegéigr?w%kvgi\r/f f);htrr?g g/?uifrirgﬁ efler& rgPolitics and media r_nanipulation terroristsources andthe r_mlltary, Tripura has been managed to avoid
government. After his drink-driving death in 2008, Carint ja Undertaken by reactionary sectors Ehls el Hleicls s"upport. [LEfnsc s
remained the right's main bastion, but corruption cases avngenezyela,qnderthegmdance Curbing militancy |s_rewarded. :
eroded its support. The scandals have also added to accusafi SUs. |mper|aI|sr_n, the main The other two bastion statesforCommunlsts are WestBengal and
that Haider, along with making light of nazi concentration carhp<En€My of the working class and e, EOLT EUE) SEmITELS Ere oLl o [fan=" [iggg

o . ! ; all working people. Observers say those states could likely swing back to Communist
and praising the Waffen SS, used his power to line his pook We call on the Venezuelan government as corruption cases on current rulers abeund.

Far-right lose in  Austrian votes

Austria’s far-right lost power in its stronghold of Carinthia affe
adrubbing on March 3, when state elections were held in Carinth
and in Lower Austria.

The neofascist Freedom Party saw its share of the vofe iﬁ‘
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SOUTH AFRICA: Mobillising to fight the scourge
of violence against women and children

societal challenge, that must bavorking class, for the radical should also be organized to playstructures at local level, and also
tackled as such. transformation of our socio- aprominentrole in our street andensure that the issue of women'’s

It places particular economic terrain. But even thisarea committees, so that theytruggles and dignity is placed at
responsibility on the shoulders ofstruggle on its own will not themselves become the principathe centre of the activities of these

The latest public and mediaespecially progressive organizedsucceed, unless premised on thérivers in the transformation of structures. This is in fact the
exposition of a series of grotesqudormations in our society, whetherorganization of women as part ofour streets, localities andvanguard role that the SACP
incidents of rape, epitomized bythey are political, civic, social or the overall struggle for radical households. The struggle againsbranch can play at local level.
the rape and murder of Anenesconomic,including government.socio-economic transformation. violence against women and Itisalso of absolute importance
Booysens in Bredarsdorp, hagOf course government must be Inordertodealwiththis scourgechildren must be at the centre othat we incorporate a strong
further underlined one of the mostrobustly engaged around issue#t is important that the strugglethe challenge to rebuild vibrantcomponentonwomen’s struggles,
serious challenges facing Souttsuch as the necessity foragainst violence against womerstreet and area committees.  patriarchy and transformation of
African society. This is a momentspecialized courts or police unitsand childrenbecomes aneveryday The struggle againstthe scourggender relations into all of our
that requires both a broadetthat must deal with crimes againspeople’s struggles rather tharof violence against women mustpolitical education activities.
societal reflection as well as focusvomen and children. Whether wesomething that is periodically also be elevated into all of ourDedicated pamphlets and
on the organizational challengesgyo this route or not, it is very highlighted when cases like thosesectoral formations and strugglesguidelines must be developed to
posed by this. urgent that the capacity of theof Anene hit the media. MediaAll of our activists in these be studied and used by our own

The SACP has joined millions criminal justice system is drivenstruggles are notcapable oformations must ensure that thecadre. This will serve a double
of other South Africans in their strengthened to deal swiftly anda sustained battle against théssue of women’s struggles andpurpose of empowering our own
outrage againstthe latestincidenteffectively with crimes against scourge of violence againstdignity feature prominently. This cadres and well as educating them
of rape. We pledge to continuewomen and children. women, as it tends to bemeansthatfightingthe scourge ohs some are not themselves
mobilizing all our structures and Indeed for the SACP, the sensationalist,importantasthe rol@iolence in society must be part ofinnocent on these matters, as well
our people to confront the scourgeprincipal structural foundation for of the media is in this struggle.the activities of these bodies -as to develop a commissariat
ofthe violence againstwomen andriolence against women andMedia driven responses can assisthether they be school governingcapable of educating communities
children in all its manifestations. childrenis the capitalist system - &o highlight these cases, but havéodies, the churches, civicbroadly.

These incidents of sexualsystemthatreproduces, andinfadhe limitation of encouraging our organization, stokvels, co- The history of the struggles
violence against women andoften thrives on, class, racial ancbeople to respond primarily tooperatives, trade union collectivesagainst women’s oppression as
children are partly a reflection of gender inequalities, including cases that have been publicized.inthe workplace, etc. Every terrainwell as our own history of the
some of the very serious challengeeeinforcing patriarchy in society.  The principal challenge for all of struggle and organized activitystruggle against apartheid tells us
of social disintegration facing Within this context not only does progressive social and politicalmust simultaneously become ahat this is a struggle that will be
some of our communities, capitalist exploitation formations is that of massterrainforintensifying the struggle won through hard work on the
especially the working class onesimpoverishes workers and theirmobilization in our communities against violence directed atgroundamongstourcommunities.
The combination of poverty andcommunities, but particularly against violence against womenvomen. And it is only a principled co-
patriarchy has often turned angecreates conditions for the superin general, and particularly In the light of the above, operation between mobilized
inward in some of our poorestexploitation of womenworkers andagainst the scourge of rape. Th@articular responsibility rests with communities and state organs that
communities. While the scourgetheir diminished status in society. ANC's call for the establishment the voting district-based brancheswill ultimately defeat the scourge
of rape, women and children’'sFor the SACP the struggle againsof street committees is oneofthe SACP. These structures aref all forms of violence in our
abuse faces all communities, it isviolence against women must bemportant platform through closest to the households in ousociety, including violence against
true thatittends to assume its mogiremised on a broader strugglevhich we can mobilise local various communities, and thewomen. Itis also on the terrain of
violent and grotesque forms inagainst capitalism. communities and  even SACPisdeliberately restructuringfighting violence against women
poorer communities. Itisimportant that we intensify households in order toitself to get closer to our thatwe mustintensifythe struggle

Whilst sections of our society the struggle to confront the tripleconscientise, mobilise againstcommunities. We also expect ouand propaganda against the
have often legitimately turned tochallenges of poverty, inequalityand expose the perpetrators obranch cadres to activelycapitalist system.
government to deal with theseand unemployment in the currentviolence againstwomen. Womenparticipate in all the sectoral Asikhulume!! @

matters, the SACP rejects theperiod. Itis in the context of these
stance of some of the oppositiorchallenges that the breeding °®
New book on Dr. Kotnis

parties, the media and othemround for patriarchy and violence
opportunists who put all the blameagainst women is to be found.
on government for the scourge oMuch as the struggle to defeat
violence against women andviolence against women and
children. The SACP of coursechildren has a moral dimension,
Most progressive Canadians
re familiar with the historic
legacy of Dr. Norman Bethune.
An early pioneer of the
movement for universal

By Blade Nzimande,
General Secretary, South
African Communist Party

supports engagement withbutitcannotbe won simply on this
governmentonits strategies to dedtont. It will in the end be won in
with this, but this is a broaderorganized struggles, led by thea

The Immortal stories of

||r. ﬂ. s. K[llIIIS and

;3 . medicare, Bethune was an
'j' ardent foe of the capitalist
| e 3 i system and fascist aggression.
b S - _“t He joined the Communist Party nr Norman Beln“na
- 4 ; b of Canada, offering his i

enormous medical talents to
anti-fascist struggles in Spain
and then in China, where he
died in 1939.

Less well-known in this
country is Dr. Dwarkanath
Shanta Ram Kotnis, who went
toChinain 1938 as the youngest
of five doctors on a medical

IDEAS OF
REVOLUTION

2013 People's Voice Calendar
- E—— e National Congress as volunteers

The People’s Voice Calendar for 2013 - “Ideas of Revolution” -jisthe war of resistance against
now on sale. Dedicated to the struggles of the international workigghnese militarism. Kotnis died
class for peace, liberation, equality and socialism, this year’s cale years later at the age of 32,
features quotations by a wide range of revolutionaries, artists, @fgle holding the postof director
writers, such as Nelson Mandela, Rosa Luxemburg, KarlMarx, Fredegickhe Bethune International
Engels, V.1. Lenin, Tim Buck, Soong Ching Ling, Germaine Greer, EyQ, - Hospital
Morales, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Claudia Jones, Fidel Castro, J

edited by Harjit Daudharia

in northern

Saramago, and Frida Kahlo. The 14-month calendar (Jan. 2013- eE ' . .
2014) also includes notable dates from the history of the peop'l%§.?ttgzzgEjriz(ﬁ::]ciltscgt\gj
movements, and statutory holidays and celebrations for the year. J . f hg 8
“Ideas of Revolution” can be ordered by mail for $10 in Canada,tla? stories of these two
$15 in the United States (price includes mailing costs). Send a ch&gqgrkable internationalists in
to People’s Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. For"¢W book, The immortal
information on bulk orders of five or more calendars, contact a{f¥ies of Dr. D.S. Kotnis and
Vancouver Editorial Office: <pvoice@telus.net>, tel. 604-255-204Pr- Norman Bethune. Filled
Residents of Ontario can order directly from the Ontario Burealdth fascinating details and
People’s Voice, 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6, ph. 416-4690ages of their lives, the book
2446. The Calendar will be on sale at our Manitoba Bureau (387 Seligirk welcome addition to any
Ave., Winnipeg), and our Quebec Bureau (5359 Ave. du Parc, Montrdérary. Dedicated to the

memory of Darshan Singh
Canadian, the veteran
Communistactivistwho played
important political roles in both
Canada and India, the book is
available for $10 plus postage
from the BC office of the Comm-

unist Party of Canada, 706 Clark
Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1. Call
604-254-9836 for information
on ordering a copy.

A more detailed review will
appear in a future issue of
People’s Voice. @
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Solidarity with Israeli

From a statement by the
International Commission,
Young Communist League
of Canada

Pasta Dinner for People's Voice
Sunday, March 31, Vancouver

Lower Mainland readers are invited to the next
Left Film Night, Sunday, March 31, 7 pm, at the
Centre for Socialist Education, 706 Clark Drive,
Vancouver. Before the free screening of “The Queen

What's Left

Winnipeg, MB

World Festival of Youth and
Students, Manitoba prep-
aratory committee founding
meeting, Tue., March 26, 7 pm
at Workers Organizing
Resource Centre, 280 Smith
St., mezzanine level.For info
call 792-3371.

Marxism Course, contact the
Communist Party of Canada
Manitoba Committee tojoin up,
586-7824 or cpc-
mb@changetheworldmb.ca.

Toronto, ON

Cafe Cuba, Friday, March 15,
7pm, 1432 Bathurst St. (corner
of St. Clair and Bathurst), with
Cuban Consul General Javier
Domokos, “Ask me about the
currentchangesinCuba!” Free,
sponsored by Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association
Toronto, www.ccfatoronto.ca,
416-410-8254.

Communist Party 37th
Convention Banquet, Sat.,
April 6, Steelworkers Hall, 25
Cecil Street. Cocktails 6 pm,
dinner 7 pm, cash bar, music,
tickets $25 (low-income $15),
call the CPC office, 416-469-
2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

of Versailles”, come at 6 pm for our annual Pasta
Dinner, $12 (veg. or meat sauce, salad, garlic
bread, dessert, coffee). Proceeds to PV Fund Drive.
Call 604-255-2041 for details.

Correction

We apologize for a few errors which appeared in our obituary
for Al Warrington in the Feb.15-28 issue of PV. Comrade
Warrington passed away at age 95 (not 93). He was financial

People'sVoice deadline$

April 1-15 issue: Thursday, March 21
April 16-30 issue: Thursday, April 4

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

secretary (not president) of the Mine Mill & Smelter Workers
Union in Trail, BC, and he served in the Seaforth Highlanders
during the WW2 battles to liberate Italy from fascism.

NEDANOL

Apartheid W eek
the Israeli government, Harper isthat the Harper Conservative Ve Be
supporting the recent wargovernmentreverse its attack o ’
(“Operation Pillar of Defense”) the people of Palestine and theiPre-election rally for Ancient
that saw hundreds of Palestiniamlemand to become trulyForests and Forestry Jobs,
murdered, including children. independentand sovereign, withSat., March 16, meet 11:30 at
The Canadian government’sisraeli “strategic” targets included full support both financially and Centennial Square, 12 noon
position on Israel has gone fromsoccer stadiums, media stationsjiplomatically. Until thisiswon, rally at Legislature, organized
shamefully silent to actively and bureaucratic offices. Thethe YCL will continue to by Ancient Forest Alliance.
supportive of violence, occupationCanadian government’s supporimobilize in solidarity with the
and apartheidin the few shortyearsontinues the degradation andPalestinian cause and support thiCUSJIC fsle
of the Harper Conservative Partyoppression of Palestine,Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions_a Trova Nuestra, Friday,
regime. The latest of the Harpemerpetuating the cycle of poverty movements March 29, 8 pm, monthly pena
government’'s attacks on t_hewolencg and racism against the with Latin American performers,
Palestinian peopleisvotingagainsPalestinian people, which $10, refreshments available, at
the UN's recogmﬁ:n ofgalesgnegcreases violence. _k;l'he CCFA Ca”S for the CSE, 706 Clark Drive.
as a state. e CanadiarConservatives support contributes
government, along with just ato Israel’s continued actions that apOIOgy frOm :\(/Ijla?rch? l\élgre%r(r)?gyiggi SE;I
handful of other countries, do nothing but further escalate PM H Eriendshio Centre Commgrcial
including the US and Israel, votedthe conflictin the region, creating arper & Hastin ps '
against making Palestine a nonfurther bloodshed thatis crippling . . . ) gs. )
member observer state. Canadathe Palestinian people.... Elizabeth Hill, President of Left Film Night, Sunday,
Minister of foreign affairs, John  It's important for the youth, the Canadian-Cuban Friendshimmarch 31, 7 pm, Centre for
Baird, stated that official student and other progressiv«fssoc_'at'On (Toronto) sent theSocialist Education, 706 Clark
recognition of Palestine “will forces in Canada to stay'°llowingletteronMarch10to Drive. Screening of “Queen of
undermine the objective ofinformed, engaged and pressur€'ime Minister Stephen Harper.versailles”, Free, donations
reaching acomprehensive, lastinghe Harper government on this _ welcome. Come at 6 pm for our
and just settlement for both sides.ssue. In this direction the YCL D€ar Mr. Harper: annual Left Film Night pasta
Harper’s blind support of this endorses with full support Israeli | @M writing on behalf of the dinner, $12, proceeds to PV
violent and racist government isApartheid Week being held onCanadian-Cuban FriendshipFund Drive. Call 604-2455-
in fact accomplishing the campusesacross Canadaand ndifpSeciation Toronto to strongly 2041 for info.
opposite. By actively supportingaround the world. We demandProtest your unkind, insensitive g5 ¢ts to the disabled in
comments on the death of ;
I I. Venezuela&ks president Hugo?CbUdget’ rally Sunday, April
WWW'yC - IC‘Ca Chavez. | call them “comments” ﬁ]klz 3,800Robson St., wear
becausetheywerenotcondolenceps '
- which are supposed to be afVViHr W=l 'Mz10}
expression of sympathy to those. 5 ; ;
who are feeling pain arising from S0cial Justice Film Festival,
death or misfortune. Fnday nights, 7 pm, at First
Hugo Chavez had just been reYnited, 15385 Semiahmoo:
elected president of his countryReligulous, March 22; War
and had returned home after beind!@de Easy, April 26;
treated in Cuba for cancer. HugdR€ GENERATION, May 31.
Chavez was deeply loved by theoPonsored by White Rock
majority of the Venezuelan people>0cial Justice Film Society.
and his record of accomplishments
for the poor, the sick and
uneducated is truly remarkable
His accomplishments are
celebrated around the world by
peoples struggling fordemocracy
peace and justice.
We were shocked and em-
barrassed by your comments whiclp
are an interference in the
sovereignty of another country. It
is especially hypocritical for you
tocomment on the democracy ang
respect for human rights
considering what your government
has been doing against the right|
of the Canadian people and i
particular the aboriginal peoples.
g We believe an apology is dee.

People's Voice

THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

Cete‘hf“ﬁ# A 2013 Fund
M A ‘ Drive... il
D AY | Send your '

contribution

today! %
Bethune door | | &
prize winner :

The winner of the door prize at the
annual Norman Bethune Dinne

Political & Cultural Evening
Sunday, April 28th

on Feb. 23 is Panagiotis Bambulas . |y miestra b

Organived by the United May Day Commities .
allwho sold tickets and helped put sl be dofined as

together the evenm® Workeas plocisling foe a et

B ik

g |
La Trova Nuestra

Friday, March 29, 8:00 pm
"La Pennia Nuestra’

¥ Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouwes
B 7060 Clark Drive (Clark and Georgria st)

About Yancouweers "La Trova Nuestra’

Steelworkers Hall, 2§ Cecil Street, Toronte i I'|I'-||'\.I"'|I'l.| al 20 sndividual trovadores who aeigingte
Daiici dan, AN g P g N gk at Sion e Of TOI’Oﬂ'[.O, WhO reC.eiVeS a ONeq iy acrirss Lacti Arviceiom diicl o reshde 1 Yanooues T hese Diowacdopes
week all-inclusive trip for two to | ure the ke ek of o msestonl tradlesom whisch begon weth ploneers of thae

Sprakery | Live Music, PFortry & Daage | Feod & Reireshments Cuba. Organizers reportthat itwasveimacular sone La Trowa Missdra incormasrt os this tradicion ineerplavine
\ a great eVening! People’s \Voice ri=le il oty AL IS Foami bt b e esseioe of o puspsekr culiuee

Frae Adminten looks forward to being the media terpretinng daity wsgeression_ an exprassbon with origlins deegs witlin La

sponsor for next year's Bethun@ Haes hesticea fimised roois] of Latin Armerica - g exprission ol the explo

Dinner, and we send our thanks tQ:ive changes wit lin the comtinent of Latny doerea boday L Trova Soesing

e ercounter Betwern o man. o 2oita

S10 Entry
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The new scramble for Africa

B : The U.S. depends on Africa for2011, during the civil war, 2% of interested in building a pipeline has been quoted saying this will be
y T.J. Petrowski . X o Ses AP
more than a quarter of the oil andhe world’s global cocoa output satfrom Nigeria to Europe, to exploit an “ongoing” mission for Canada.

As the capitalist crisis continuesraw materials it requires. But Chinain the harbour of Abidjan. The the country’s oil and natural gas In addition to direct
throughout the world, the has now surpassed the U.S. a€entral African Republic has reserves more thoroughly. involvement in Mali, Canadian
imperialist powers, with the Africa’s largest trading partner, extensive natural resources, The Germanrulingclassisalsdorces are now in Niger and
enthusiastic support of Canadaandthe U.S. ruling class, unable t@specially oil and mineral depositsseeking to exploit Africa’s wealth Mauritania, allegedly for
are seeking to recolonize Africa,compete with China economically,of diamonds, gold, copper, etc.jn an imperialist rivalry with the “training” purposes and for
in what could accurately beisresorting to militarism to secureand oil has beendiscoveredin ChadJ.S., France, and China. military exercises with U.S. and
described as the “New Scramblahese precious resources. Britain hasincreasedits military ~ Although Germany was not European troops. Canadian
for Africa.” The former colonial ~ The former colonial rulers, forces in Africa in the last few involved in the intervention in military bases are being built in
rulers, France and Britain, along Libya, the Germanruling class hakenya, Tanzania, and elsewhere
withthe U.S. are atthe forefront of been supportive of France’son the continent.
this aggression. intervention in Mali, and German Canada is a major economic

The latest intervention in Mali, forces are active in the Horn ofplayer in Africa, and a dozen
and before that in Libya, are the Africa. German energy andCanadian mining companies have
more recent expressions of this agricultural companies aremore than half a billion dollars of
new scramble. All across Africa investing heavily inthe Ivory Coastassets in Mali alone. Neither the
the imperialist powers are and elsewhere in West Africa inNDP nor the Liberals have
intervening in an effort to secure competition with French and opposed the Conservatives’
geostrategic areas and preciou Chinese capital. A century afterintervention in Mali, rather they
resources, similar to the the genocide of the indigenoushave criticized the Harper
interventions in the Middle East, people of German South WesiGovernment for not acting fast
but with far less coverage in the Africa, Germany is once again aenough!
media. colonial power inthe scramble for Working people should not

U.S. imperialism is expanding Africa. believe the propaganda campaign
its African Command Canadahas been an enthusiastaf the ruling elite. The “terrorist”
(AFRICOM)toinclude morethan “&ELb SISEERS supporter of these interventionsthreatis manufactured by the ruling
35 countries, with 3000 troops Canada shamefully assisted thelass to justify its imperialist

permanently stationed on theFrance and Britain, but also othelyears and has sent troops to assisL.S. and NATO intervention in agenda, while in the last decade
continent. Currently the U.S. isEuropean states, are activelynthe FrenchinterventioninMali. Libya, and is now assisting thethe imperialist powers have made
undertaking military operations in engaged throughout the continen©f interest to British imperialism French intervention in Mali. use of these same “Islamic
countries as diverse as Nigeriato control their share of the wealth.are countries with extensive oilKnowing Canadians would notterrorists” when seeking to
the Central African Republic, Mali, France is continuing its and gas reserves, especiallgupport Canada’s involvementinoverthrow anti-imperialist
Botswana, Morocco, Somalia,intervention in Mali and the Nigeria and Algeria. Algeria now Mali, the Harper Government hasgovernments. Imperialist inter-
Senegal, Niger, Burkina Faso,Central African Republic, both supplies 5% of Britain’s natural attempted to describe our role asentions abroad benefit no one but
Liberia, and Uganda. impoverished nations with gas, and BP has a stake at thémited, but the mission has beerthe ruling class, and Canada needs
The*waronterror’ruseis beingimmense natural wealth, in anAmenas facility in southern extended repeatedly, and an independent foreign policy of
used tojustify increased Americareffort to “defend” the countries Algeria. Additionally, Britain is Canadian special forces genergbeace and disarmamesmt.
military involvementin Africa, but from rebel advances. In other
aswith elsewhere in the world, itiswords, France requires compliant
easy to see through this thin veilregimes in power to be able tg 5 5 o -
The recent outbreak of violence inexploit the resources of thesg DPRK deﬂes |mper|a||st StranglehOId
Mali, for example, can be directly countries. Much of Mali’s arable
linked back to the Westernland and socialinfrastructure have
intervention in Libya, wherein been eliminated to make way forg being tightened even more. as punishment for not going along
these same Islamic extremists werErench capital. In 2011, France Naturally, the mainstream mediawith the capitalist order. The
armed by the West, Saudi Arabiajntervened for “humanitarian” People’s Korea has faced ehad only praise for South Korea’'simperialists constantly insist that
and Qatar to overthrow the Gaddafreasons in Libya and the Ivoryplethora of new challenges sinceown satellite launchinJanuary2013the  DPRK is squandering
government. Furthermore, the U.SCoast, and French forces ardecember. On December 12, thét is interesting that despite theresourcesonrocketswhenitshould
and otherimperialist states as welktationed across the continent iDPRK successfully placed aSouth’s economic cloutand foreignbe feeding its people. In that
as the Gulf states are arming th&abon, Niger, Senegal, Chad, andatellite into orbit with its Unha support, they were beaten to thecenario, the DPRK is acting in a
same Islamic extremists in SyriaDjibouti. (Galaxy)-3 carrier system. Thepunch by what we are supposed tgacuum, without rhyme or reason,
in an effort to overthrow the al- West Africa is crucial to the USAandits allies view such rocketbelieve is a state teetering on thé&ust for the hell of it". The idea
Assad government, which wouldFrench ruling class because of itsystems to be in violation of UN edge of collapse and full of starvingthat if the DPRK were to cut back
provide Israel and the U.S. adependence onthe resources of tiresolutions designed to deny thepeople. The mediaalsohasnotmadés military spending, which is
launching pad for a future attackregion. The vast majority of the DPRK the right to produce long- much about new South Koreanalready miniscule compared to its
against Iran. uranium needed for France’srange ballistic missiles. Given themissiles designed for precisionenemies, the US and its supporters
Western imperialism nuclear industry comes from Westobvious similarities in the strikes anywhere within the Koreanwould back off and become
manufactures “terrorist” threatsAfrica, especially Niger. French technology, itis a convenient waypeninsula, or the order for all bordefriendly to a socialist state is
through its  destructive special forces have been deployetbr the imperialist clique to heaptroops to respond with fire to anysupremely naive. Libyaservesasa
interventions in foreign countries, in Niger specifically to defend the more criticism and sanctions onprovocation without having to first fine example in that regard!
and then later uses the threat afiranium mines froma possible spillKorea. Despite being a peacefutonsult ROK military headquarters. The US has continued to make
terrorism as justification for further over of the conflict in Mali. The launch related to space-Instead, people are constantlyhreats, constantly reminding the
interventions, creating apermanenportsinthe lvory Coasthave globakexploration, the economic expectedtoacceptthatthe DPRK iKoreans that “all options are on
state of war. economic implications, and in stranglehold against the DPRK issolely responsible for all problemsthe table”, ominously including a
and confrontations in the region. preemptive strike to prevent
Similar misrepresentations areanother nuclear test. The joint US-

NE ws FOR PEO PL E, applied to the DPRK’s nuclear ROKmilitary exercises, very much

weapons program. No one can deng part of intimidating the Korean
N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts [ ] that such weapons are deplorablé?eople’s Army, are once again
[ but they can nonetheless provegoingahead this March. The claim
useful when being threatened by #hat the exercises are defensive in
Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE r 1| countrywith vastforce and nucleamature is rather ludicrous given the

gives you the latest on the Pe OPle Q weapons of its own. The DPRKIlocation and scale. Hundreds of

I

[| probably could have developedthousands of troops participate,
fightback from - coast to  coast [| such weaponry decades ago if iand the maritime exercises in

I

Whether it' s the struggle to defeat really cared to. Only since the fallparticular get quite close to a
the HarperT ories, resist ance to of the Soviet Union has Koreadisputedborderzone that has been
U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year

social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba actively sought nuclear weaponsthe site of past incidents.
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

y Sean Burton

or workers' struggles around the sincethe USwas beginningtoapply In response, the supreme
world, we've got the news the further pressure and direct threat ofommand of the Korean People’s
’ ; o annihilation to one of the world’s Army released an important

corporate media won't print. few remaining socialist states.  statementon March 5, asserting the
The DPRK'’s underground testDPRK’srightto autonomy and citing

And we do more than that-we Name in mid-February was significantly the war games as violations of the
report and analyze event s from a smaller than the US devices usedkorean armistice. The statement
Address in Japan in 1945. Once again, thishreatened to disregard the armistice

revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

every p age—in every issue! | 0/13 |

test promoted a round of sanctionsagreement if it means guarding the
What could possibly be left to DPRK's autonomy. The media has

sanction? It clearly does not bothebeen going crazy over the statement,
the US that this economic warfarebut the KPA has in the past made
is causing far more harm than itmany suchwarnings notto be trifled

solves. Indeed, that's precisely thevith. This one should not be seen
point! They want Koreans to sufferany differently ®

Postal Code




