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What can BC afford? 5 New "austerity treaty"

Christy Clark's Liberals plead Frame-up faIIs apart '\Il'vr;%ggr%%rr?;?oggv;ngogleorg%;

poverty as they cut spending on
social programs and education. Sixty years after the execution of Julius  ratchets up with the signing of a
But their agenda is driven by a and Ethel Rosenberg, yet another "austerity" treaty by Eurozone
political choice to widen the gap crucial piece of tainted "evidence" in politicians. But workers may yet
between rich and poor this frame-up is exposed as a fraud. derall this latest attack.
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"Women are the majority of the majority”

many others. As one report putsavailable.
Labour Statement on it, “Gend_e_r creates a cleavage of “In _cities and towns all across
International Women's vulnerability that cuts across aIIOntano,\{v_omen are atthe forefront
Day, March 8, 2012 other groups. _ of opposition to cuts that threater
(excerpts) Later this month, _Onta(lo our collective economic recovery.
Premier Dalton McGuinty will Our mothers and grandmothers
The global Occupy movementtable an austerity budget basedvorked hard to win progress in
of the past year has drawnonthe nearly 400 public spendingvomen’s equality - from wage
significant attention to the vastcuts recommended by bankegains to child care. These gain:
and expanding inequality betweerDon Drummond in his recentwere notthe cause of the recessio
the richest one percent in societyeportto the Ontario Government.and women shouldn’t be made tc
and the rest of us - the 99 percenThese cuts will lead to dramaticpay for the folly of the financial
Women make up slightly over 50job loss and decimate the verysector,” said OFL Secretary-
percent of the Canadian populatiorsocial services that are designedreasurer Nancy Hutchison. “At
but when it comes to wealthiestto help struggling Ontarians getinternational Women'’s Day events
Canadians, men are vastly overback ontheirfeet. They willlikely across the province this year
represented. Inthe 500 largest anbit health care and education thevomen will be raising their voices '
most influential companies in hardest, but their impact will be against economic inequality and
Canada, men hold 93.8 percent ofelt across the board. Howeverchallenging an austerity agend: MU‘.-‘? - — - EF{,E«
the top earning positions and makehese cuts will have the mostthat puts corporate greed ahead ¢ E #qu\r M MGRE P
up 99 percent of the highest paidlamaging effect on women andhuman needs.’® ORE POWER
100 chief executive officers atpeople from equity-seeking
publicly traded companies. Whengroups in our society...
it comes to those who are An austerity-driven budget
economically disenfranchisedwill result in a major loss of |
corporate greed, women are théinancial, administrative and PEOPI—E S VOICE FUND DRIVE: $50r000
majority of the majority. secretarial jobs throughout the
Even among average wageublic service, where women . . .
earners, women continue to fairmake up 8 out of every 10 workers. YOUI’ a|tematlve tO the med|a. d|Ct atO FS
poorly. Among those with full- Cuts to child care, full-day
time employment, womenkindergarten and special “Any dictator would admire broadcasters, mediain Canadaarkribunes, Clarte and People’s
continue to take home only $0.70education programs will not only the uniformity and obedience ofprimarily owned by a small numberVoice among others - have fought
for every dollar earned by menhurt the women who dominatethe U.S. media.” - Noam Chomskyof companies, including Bell Media relentlessly to expose the lies and
and racialized women earn onlythose professions, but it will In1983,50corporations controlled(formerly CTVglobemedia), Rogers distortions of the corporate media,
$0.60 comparedto non-racializeddevastate the hundreds othevastmajority ofallnewsmediainCommunications, Shaw and to cover the news ignored by
men and 16 percent less thamhousands of women whothe U.S. Sincethen, there have beeBommunications, Astral Media, the capitalist daily papers.
racialized men. Inso many ways indisproportionately benefit from dozens of mergers and the media’Quebecor, and (unlikethe U.S.)the Shortly before this issue went
our economy, women continue tothem. On average, women relyscope has expanded to include thgovernment-owned CBC. Each ofto press, we mailed out our annual
find themselves among themore heavily on social servicesinternet market. Today, only five these companies holds a diverseail appeal for the 2012 People’s
poorest of the poor, especiallythan men because they tend to bluge corporations - Time Warnermix of TV, cable, radio, newspaper,Voice Fund Drive. The firstreplies
womenraising childrenin single- poorer and because they are mo®isney, Murdoch’s News magazine and internet operationsare coming in, and as of March 2,
parent families, who are almostlikely to take on caring roles andCorporation, Bertelsmann of These corporations are arwe have received nearly $3,000.
five times more likely to be poor responsibilities that have Germany,andViacom(formerlyCBS)important part of the overall That's a promising start on our
than those in two-parent families.reduced their earnings capacity- control most of the U.S. mediastructure of present-day monopolycampaign to raise $50,000.
This gender gap nearly triples forWomen are also more likely toindustry. General Electric'sNBCisacapitalism, with interlocking  Over the next few months, we
older women who are living on help their families cope with the close sixth. directors and major shareholderswill be visiting our subscribers to
their own and is magnified amongloss of public services through The above quote from Noamand a common interest inseek your support. And our press
womenin all of the mostvulnerableunpaid work, sometimes havingChomsky also applies to thepreserving the status quo. Littleactivists will be holding a series of
populations: Aboriginal people, to give up their own employmentCanadian mass media, which isvonder that they express afundraisers, such as the June 2
people  from racialized opportunities to do so - for dominated by a handful of majorconsistent bias in favour of ruling Victory Banquet at the Russian
communities, recentimmigrants,example, when childcare or aftercorporations. class ideas, such as the so-callgidall in Vancouver. As always, the
persons with disabilities and soschool care services are nolonger Apart from some community “natural” economic order basedvalue of May Day greeting ads
on private ownership of wealth, or(see page 3 for information) will
the view that human beings arecount towards provincial targets.
I i i “hard-wired” to fight wars rather ~ Coming up first is the annual
Marking 90th anniversary of the working class press than 10 cooperate for sunival. - Pasta Dinner held as part of the
In the realm of ideas, the onlyLeftFilm Night, Sunday, March 25,

; serious challenge to this corporaté pm, at the Centre for Socialist
”o tfmﬂ f ﬂr f ﬂrme”.r bﬂr P M sees yenemjs control arises from the resistance=ducation, 706 Clark Drive, alsoin

Ontario Federation of

= _ : — AR R RIS of the exploited, the vast majority Vancouver. This month the filmis

T e gteE CANADLANS Tl ofthe population under capitalism.“There But For Fortune”, the
s 1 R Sgell o R e For over a hundred years, thispowerful documentary on the life
i I i R : I 3 8 N li:i resistance has included theandtimesofradicalU.S.folksinger
— e : 3 working class media, taking manyPhil Ochs. Dinner is just $12, with
s foRiiey  TORONTO. ONT. JOSH ik il ] 5 CENTS forms - newspapers, leafletsyvegetarianoptions.Joinusforsome
SEAT CHINA — OUTLAW WAR books, radio, TV, internet, etc. ~ delicious food and a great movie!

This month, we mark the 90th Call 604-255-2041 for details.
1 2 5 M I N I ST E H IPP ﬂﬂtfﬂﬂﬂ’ bﬂd‘ anniversary of he Workerwhich In our nextissue, we’'ll give the
was born on March 15, 1922. Foffirst full report on the progress of

Iﬂ"ﬂfbﬂs 3'."""‘”" nine decaded he Workemand its the Fund Drive. Thanks to allwho

successor p’ublications The havesentindonationssofar. Your
Pu T P EAGE PLEA pEﬂfE tﬂﬂ!pﬂfgn Clarion, theCanadiarandPacific = solidarity is deeply appreciated!

IEE-MONTHE b

10 ST. LAIIRENT '

' Here's my contribution |
| |

Montreal ~ L hondred and teentyfve clermymen, of all denomananions,
lmwe !'I?rl[ll'lrll'\-\.l '!]l" Canadian OO Eral 1 PRI AT I_|;4' E"mp‘;': R.,'l_'\l_' i) b A I [ ’ I
of Chend, steeing thar “war 08 & method of settling snternational dispates & incom- to t e un r’ve
pratible mith the teaching and example af jesus Chest cur Lord and Saviou” I 4 I
fi [ l.'ll.ljlr to thie |LI e fgsue of the Naapa i ,’u;g‘_hdl; Critlook. I

lere fn the temt ol the'm
wiptement aipred by 195 .'I.'\-' 3
Eitram Framn sy Ahe ¢
L1034

: Enclosed please find my donation of $
j o the 2012 Peopletice Press Fund Drivel

I Name

Peace was the main theme of this historic issue of the Canadian Tr|bune pubhshed on June 18, | Addr
1951, one year after the U.S. and its allies launched the Korean War. On the front page is areport || ess
that 125 clergymen (and they were all men in those days!) had petitioned Prime Minister St. Laurent | City/town
torecognize the People’s Republic of China and to supportworld peace rather than war. Inside are I

awide range of articles and commentaries on the impact of the “Cold War”, including the frameup Prov Postal Code
of Communist Party USA leaders falsely charged with “conspiring” to teach and advocate “the duty I

and necessity of overthrowing and destroying the government of the United States by force and I sendyour contributiorto:

violence.” Other articles covered the upsurge of labour action across Canada, as thousands of | People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1
workers went on strike to demand higher pay and a shorter work week. e o o e e e e e
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CAW President urges labour law changes

CAW President Ken LewenzaOntario’s labour laws in this Feb. 29 letter to Labour Minister withfewbarriers-alltothe detriment  The CAW s calling foranumber
wants Ontario to modernize itstragic situation: how they mustLinda Jeffery. of Ontario workers and the of changes and improvements to
labour laws in light of the Caterpillar be improved to avert similar Lewenzasaid that multinationalcommunities where they live. current legislation, including:
lock out and closure. outcomes and strengthened teorporations exploit weak Caterpillar, which owns Electro- * Strengthening requirements for

“Governments must now movebetter protect workers from thelegislation to buy up other Motive Dieselin London, used thethe parties to bargainin good faith,
beyond words and give seriouslevastating effects of workplacecompanies, take what they wanprovince’s labour laws to its including improving the tools
consideration to the role ofclosures,” Lewenza wrote in aand close up shop at little cost an@dvantage. “Caterpillar did notavailable to the Ontario Labour

misjudge or misinterpret Ontario’s Relations Board.

labour laws,” said Lewenza.* Creating new provisions to

B C Te aCherS Shocked b B I ” 22 “Rather, they understood them allprevent employers from evading

. . y too well, and exploited the laws’ contract  obligations by
weakness as a key part of theiprecipitating alock out. Provisions

, assigned to any class over Grade 8onditions are only going to getoverall strategy. in the previous collective
::Sesgeerdat%/nthge%Cdeazcgfés oronthe diversity and complexityworse as a result of this bill.” “In the wake of the Caterpillar agreement must apply, in the case
’ ' ’ of needs represented within any Bill 22 also includes severetragedy, it's time that greaterof a lock out, once the closure is

The legislation introduced this class. penalties in the event of an illegalbalance is restored, better rules arannounced.
afternoon by Education Minister “Why should these bargaining strike: $475 per day for individual established and stronger tools ar& Banning the use of replacement
George Abbott constitutes yetrights be postponed until after theteachers, $2,500 per day for unioplaced at the disposal ofworkers.
another assault on the professionextelection? This means studentsfficers, and a minimum of $1.3 government to settle these type% Restoring the requirement that
of teaching and the publicwill have suffered worsening million perdayforthe BCTF.“The of labour disputes.” employers negotiate adjustment
education system by thisconditions for a full 12 years,” finesinthisbullying legislationare  Lewenza is also calling for anplans in mass terminations and
provincial government. Lambertsaid. “Teachers sacrificecpunitive in the extreme,” Lambert Industrial Inquiry Commission to closures, which would remove the

BCTF President Susan Lambertaises in the pastto win protectionsaid. “They are a clear attempt tanvestigate the experience aincentive to cause a lockout.
characterized Bill 22, the cynically for class size and compositionintimidate teachers.” Caterpillar, ararely used measuré Significantly lengthening the
entitled Education Improvementbecause we care about our students As the legislature debated Bill provided for under section 37 ofnotice period for mass termination
Act, as “a destructive act ofand want to be able to teach t®2, teachers across the provincéne Ontario Labour Relations Act.and providing a minimum of two
legislative vandalism that will individual needs.|canonlyimaginecontinued voting on whether to The commission would then makeweeks severance pay per year of
violate collective bargaining rights how concerned parents will beescalate their limited job action torecommendations to the ministerservice, accrued from the firstyear
forteachers and have a profoundlyvhen they realize that learninga full-scale walkouw® on how to proceed in the future inof employment. The 26 week cap
negative impact on learning other cases. should also be removea.
conditions for students.” . " .

Under the guise ofimposinga Bill 22: "An assault on collective p

six-month “cooling-off period,” the . . . _ AR f.
bill empowers the minister to barga,n,ng} a degradatlon Of £PI1-E|:¢F€LL§
appoint a mediator who is , opOFIT &

constrained by the net-zero justice, and an attack on youth"

mandate and tasked with reaching

agreement on a number ofStatement of the B.C to the Teachers, the Court
concessions tabled by the e

tal Committee. Communist decisions, their own Labour LA
employer.Theblll|mposesatwo-Pau,,[y of Célnada Feb. 29 Board, any sense of human L
year wage freeze, which mean 012 ' © 77" decency and most important of e
everyteacherwilllose about $2,80 all the quality of life and
in purchasing power. The Communist Party education of BC children. Twice
“This bill forces us into a mock condemns Bill 22 as an assault othe Supreme Court has ruled anti-
mediationthathas apredeterminedollective  bargaining, a worker legislation of this
outcome, and is designed to makeegradation of the judicial systemgovernmentillegal.
teachers complicitin stripping theand athreatto democracy in British  The use of BC children, their
remaining protections in our ownColumbia. teachers and the public school
collective agreement,” said In one stroke this failed andsystem as an anti-labour bludgeon
Lambert. “It's absolutely doomed Liberal government hasn the ongoing attack on the entire
Orwellian.” violated the right to negotiate, topublic sector exposes the
The aspect of the legislationwithdraw labour, and to exerciseunderbelly of an anti-people pro-

LMOIGEMSEN Lfmion art

\

thatis most damaging for studentshe franchise of citizenship in acorporate government that must _::-'- ] a-.--"‘E
prohibits teachers from bargainingdemocratic society. They havebe defeated. The resource ME E :.:-_‘:-
class size, average class size&shanged the meaning of the wordextractors can plunder and destroy B e :

staffing levels, ratios or caseloadsmediate” to “enforcement” and the ecology with government P—
for another two years. Thus, theralegraded the numerous coursubsidies, but the Teachers '
are no effective limits on the victories of the BC Teachers withFederation will be fined $1.3 million
number of children who can belegislation that is in opposition a day if they fight for collective

bargaining, the rights of children
NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

IT HURTS TO CUT THEIR PAY BY 55%. BUT IT'S
EITHER THAT OR MOVE TO THE STATES...

------------------\

and democracy. Their officers and
People's Voice Niagara Bureau

stewards can be fined $2500 pef
day and each individual $475 pel

*Eleven members of CUPE 1287 at the Lincoln County Human S¢

are on strike and picketingfight management’s attemptto bring in

two-tier wageswith no health care or sick time for new worke

They’ve been working without an agreement for 14 months whil

Society reported a surplus in its last disclosure.

* Meat-processor New Food Classic laid off 120 workerfsom
UFCW 175 a year after getting $1 million from the province to n
from Alberta. Plant Chair Kate Jones told reporters “We feel lik
were duped when we into negotiations... We made alot of conces
The staff representative was left hoping on another buyer, s
“We’re going to know more as we go along”. Fifty-nine of the wor
had beenrecalled from being laid off from the former owner of the

picketed the provincial governmentin downtown St. Catharin

letter-writing campaign against the Drummond Report, w
recommends closing the track as an austerity measure, desy
provincial revenue coming from slots at its on-site casino.
* Port Colborne’s food bank ran completely out of foogunderscoring
how poverty is a bigger problem than charity can so#ve.

day. Collectively this comes to]
cietyer $5 million per day. This is not
merely punitive legislation, it is
rs.the financial expression of clas%
e theatred.
The Communist Partyl
compliments the BC Federation of
oveabour, and its affiliates and Labou
e WEouncils who stand in solidarity
siongith BC Teachers. The Communisi
ayiRgrty supports labour and stand
eralso with the 41,000 teachers anll
blanheir families who are on the front]

S bargaining, democracy and youngi

*Twenty OPSEU (Ontario Public Service Employees Union) mer?ibehae in the struggle for collective |

nickdraconian Bill 22 becomes morgj

iteviigiely known. I
(For more inform ation, email

the BC Committee CPC atl

cpinfo.bc@gmail.com, or calll

604-254-9836.) @

MAY DAY 2012
GREETING ADS

To mark May Day 2012, People's Voice will print greetings
from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in
our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events
across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads will be
April 20; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
April 18. Please check with us about the format if your ad

is being sent electronically.

Ad rates (based on 5 column page):

Send greetings to People's Voice at:
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1
E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

againstthe privatization of ServiceOntario. They were followed by greople. One column-inch.........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiie e, $15

Occupy Niagara protest against corporate tax cuts and aupteritywe also stand in solidarity WithI I One column x 2 inches $25 I
measures recommended by the Drummond Report. the students who have committed | One column x 3 |nches$35 I
* Despite earlier saying that the province’s intervention into ththemselvesto rally in support of the] I Two columns x 2 inches................. $45 |
Niagara Health system means the Ombudsman can now invegtigeéachers on March 2in Vancouvery I Two columns X 3 iNCheS...cooveveeeeeeeeennn $60 |
complaints into closures of emergency rooms and cuts in servicges, We are convinced that the majorit)' | Two columns x 4 inChes ..........ccccc.omueeenne. $75 |
Omb_ud_sman has_only referreq the more than 80 compla_lintsto_the of BC citizens want justice for Two columns X 5 inches.................. $90

provincially-appointed supervisorwho has already publicly said he teag:hers and quality edupatlon fol I Three columns x 4 inches..................... .. $110 1
won'’t undo cuts. their children, and thattheirsupporl | 1y columns x 7 inches.............s. $130 I
* The Ft. Erie race track’s more than 300 workershave started p - will grow as the implications of the | I Three columns x 7 inches.................. . $180 |

\------------------_
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outcome is both inevitable and justified.
Paul Heinbecker, Canada’s ambassador to the United N

its goal.
Other lies are being spread, such as the deliberate mistran
of a speech by President Ahmedinejad, to make it seem that

support the “responsibility to protect” doctrine, a 21st cen
version of the Vietnam War argument that “sometimes to s3
village, you have to destroy it.”

Cooler heads may prevail, since most of the internatipnal

community is horrified at the vast human, social, economic
environmental cost of a U.S.-led war against Iran.

But hoping for the best is not an anti-war strategy. Unless mill
of people in Canada, the U.S. and other NATO countries

mobilized, another illegal war of aggression may be unstoppgble.

And this time, the consequences for the people of Iran, and fa
entire world, may be much worse.

Solidarity with B.C. T eachers

As this issue goes to press on March 6, 41,000 British Colu

bia
Teachers Federation members are on the picket lines. The oulncomeI

remains in the balance, but for the second time in seven year
courageous union has stood up against the corrupt, pro-cor
gang of Liberal bullies in Victoria. We salute the BCTF and
members for their determined and principled stand in defen
public education and of the rights of all working people.
Itisincreasingly understoodin B.C., Ontario and other provir

and

on
get

jﬁﬁi

Letters to the Editor

It is an unfortunate fact thatblastersinthe gold and coal mines
little headway has been madevhenemployers soughtto replace
against racism in the world andwhites with blacks to undermine
there is much to be done here inwhite wages. The party ultimately
read the article “CETA talks: Canada. As we approach this dagorrected itself, and as is well
S, tiygat’s the big hurry?” (People’sthe struggle against racialrecognized, was aleading force in
oraf@ice, Feb. 15-29) with interest. I discriminationin Canadais farfromthe anti-apartheid struggle.
itsagree with your analysis that CETAwon. The struggle goes on in the Social and other scientists no
e 4fill profoundly and negatively west with skinhead attacks on donger use race as a reliable

influence public services. young progressive family, and indifferentiator for analysis,
ces CETA also has the potential ofthe east with a cross burning orpreferring geographic, economic

I our

CETA athreat to
Canada Post

that politicians do have choices. Despite the line of the F

Institute, the Drummond Commission, and other voices for|big Currently CETA locks in

business, governments have the option of compelling the ric
the corporations to pay a larger share of taxation. In fact, refu
consider this option has deliberately starved provincial and fe
treasuries of billions of dollars needed to protect and expand
social programs, schools, pensions and public health care.

Similarly, governments do have the option of agreeing to a
public sector workers the right to withdraw their labour in pursu
better pay and working conditions.

But governments never recognize such options without a stru
By striking to demand better pay and working conditions,
teachers are defending the interests of students and families,

the entire working class. Their stand has the support of a malorifyf

of British Columbians, including most students and their par
who agree that Premier Clark’s Liberals must be stopped. Sof
labour movement has responded with strong support for the B
If that solidarity is continued and expanded, the fight to defe
Liberals at the polls next year will be strengthened. That's why,
out support for the BCTF is crucial!

sdjutting our mail service injeopardy.the lawn of a mixed race couple. and historic indictors. But what
It continues on the can the ordinary person do? The
artc@nada Post’s existing exclusiveinemployment  lines  with leastwe candois examine our own
al Ryivilege to handle letters, but doeglisproportionate representation byacism, and fightitwhereveritrears
ergpt provide the government or avisible minorities and in the its ugly head in our own lives. In
vithuture government with the workplace with unfair wages andourworkplace andin social settings
flexibility to restore Canada Post’sopportunities. It is widespread andt has to be challenged at its first
lowecently abolished exclusiveinstitutionalized across the countryappearance and discussed openly
: ofrivilege to handle international with discrimination against Firstand intelligently, because
letters. Nations’ land rights and injustice. disruptive forces are not above
CETA also locks in the Anditalsocontinuesinareaswhereising the accusation of racism to
thepbssibilityoffurtherderegulation you would think it should never impede and disable progressive
ndPbpur postal service. If the currenttake hold - in the courts and in ourorganizations to prevent action.
iQr a future government were tounions. We need to be alert to failures of
Jurther reduce Canada Post’'s Racismis a cancerous tool thatlemocracy in our unions and our
r tﬁ'éclusive privilege, it would be is perpetuated by ignorance and ipolitical organizations. We need
Tireversible (oratleastinconsistentleliberately promoted to divide, to connectwith progressive social
thwith Canada’s international tradeundermine and disruptprogre_;sivmrganiza_tions, inclu_ding the
alland investment commitments). organized groups and politicalCommunist Party, to build a strong
We need to stop CETA for aparties. It is a weapon thatforce fordemocracy and ultimately
number of reasons, one of which igromotes hatred and is wieldeda just society in which there is no

nt

we need to maintain our public andwith the purpose of self gain andpossibility of, and no will to make
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universal postal services. exploitation. Itthrivesinjustifying gains through racism.
and enforcing colonial domination

imperialism, and terrorism. From the Public Sector Workers

It has had official sanction in Club of the Communist Party

L : . (Ontario)
. . early colonial times, in Na2|(
BU||d the anti- Germany andits allies, inthe Souths == == == = -— - - -
. African apartheid regime, and itis
racism movement very much alive in the IsraelistatI Renew
On March 21 progressivepolicies and in the “settler” tOdayl
Check your label

Marion Pollack, Vancouver, BC

people the world over will observe communities, and in many extremish
the International Day for thereligious and imperialist [
Elimination of Racial organizations and states. It's th
Discrimination. On that day, in old divide and conquer strategy.
1960, police of the South African Communists, Marxists and
Apartheid regime opened fire andsocialists recognize its use by ruIingL
killed 69 unarmed children, womenclasses and their henchmen as
and men at a peacefultool to erode and confusel
demonstrationin Sharpeville. Theprogressive social and political]
demonstration was called againsovements and labour groups
the apartheid state’s “pass laws’Racism cannot be a tool of thsg
which provided a racist “legal” genuine left because it is sel
basis for vicious discrimination to defeating for their cause in th
favour an elite white ruling class. long run, butthat hasn’t prevented
Proclaiming the Dayin 1966, thewell meaning groups from |
General Assembly of the Unitederroneously taking a racist
Nations called on the internationalposition. In the 1920s the Sout%{
community to redouble its efforts African Communist Party briefly single copy -
to eliminate all forms of racial carried a banner calling for thel renew today!

Please check the
address label on the
front page to see if
it's time to renew.
Subscribers who find
"2012/03/02" on their
label, for example,
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subscriptions expire
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Sixty years too late to save the Rosenbergs

Thisis howtheydid it. Although from Klaus Fuchs, one of the toptrial that Gold or Fuchs knew my Gold first said he used the name
my parents denied that theyatomic scientists working on theparents or vice versa. In otheBen in the code phrase, while
conspired with chief prosecutionManhattan project. words, the defense claimed thaDavid testified Gold used the
withnesses David and Ruth Gold also testified that on onethe government had notname Dave.Anothergovernment
Greenglass (my mother'syoungeinccasion he obtained secregstablishedthe chainof conspiracyile reported that after several

Feb. 25th will mark the 60th brother and his wife) to steal atomidnformation at David and Ruth that connected the Rosenbergs tmonths in custody Gold and
anniversary of the U.S. Appealssecrets, they could not deny thaGreenglass’s apartment inGold and Fuchs. Greenglass were brought
Court's affirmation of my parents’ they knew and met with the Albuguerque, not far from Los The Appeals Court disagreedtogether to iron out this
conviction for Conspiracy to Greenglasses on many occasionglamos where David, an Army The Justices pointed out that theliscrepancy, and it was at that
Commit Espionage. As | haveAfterall, they were family. sergeant, worked as a machinisGreenglasses testified that myneeting that Greenglass
explained before, my parentswere Moreover, my parents’ fabricating pieces of the atomicfather had given Ruth a halfa Jelld'proposed” that “possibly” Gold
convicted of conspiracy - not box-top as a recognition signalused the name Julius. Gold
spying, espionage or treason ~- and kept the other half. Davidresponded that he was “not at all

By Robert Meeropol, from
the website of the
Rosenberg Fund for
Children, www.rfc.org

the mainstream media usual [ 757 = Last B |I T MW 2 2:‘-.-._' testified that when Gold came toclear on this point,” but none of
reports. Prosecutors lik |52 &*’-’S’%}ﬂ;‘- | ! e =E A \ his doorstep in Albuquerque hethis came out at the trial three
conspiracy charges because 1 h{q-\ i }“-"\I ' ([1\n | presentedthe half of the Jello boxmonths later and both testified
law in this country holds everyon | -4’ \E-:, -y | ' o | top that matched the one Rutlthat they were certain the name
involved in the conspiracy Iu,'k L s B 10 '; “'_"H | had kept. Julius was in the code phrase.
responsible for all the acts of ar {*% - & ,“’?Q;s | - i | David stated further that my It was not until the 2010
of the conspirators in furtheranc t‘: ; ;:}:'I‘l; | fathersaidthe person who cameublication of Walter Schneir’s
of the conspiracy. Ba & PP | sy, | to collect the secrets would usebookFinal Verdictthat we learned
And all the prosecutors need" T, I- ' | = ‘| a code phrase with Julius’ namehat Ruth Greenglass, not my
show to prove that a conspirac | =~ = ~ !| ,,""‘-. | in it. Gold and David both father, was tasked with the job of

exists is that two or more peop
gottogether, made anillegal pla
andtook one overtactto moveth
scheme forward. It could be ¢
simple as agreeing to make a phc
call or arranging a meeting.

In order to prove a conspiracy,“From an untitled lithograph of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, by
the prosecution must demonstrat@ablo Picasso, 1952.” Graphicwitness.org
thatthe defendants joined together

inacommon plan. Thisissometimesttorneys did not contest thebomb.

testified that Gold used the namereating the “recognition signal.”
Julius at the meeting to proveThus, the two pieces of “evidence”
his bona fides. Thus, theupon which the Appeals Court
Appeals Court concluded thebased its decision to uphold my
jury could infer the connection parents’ conviction, have losttheir
between the Rosenbergs angrobative value.
Gold through the Jello box top Harry Gold and David
and code phrase. Greenglass inserted the name
Of course, we now know a lot Julius into the code phrase just a
more than the Appeals Court didfew months before the trial, and

referred to as the chain oftestimony of a third government In their appeal, my parents’60 years ago. Over 20 years afteRuth Greenglass, not Julius
conspiracy. In appealing theirwitness, Harry Gold. Gold statedattorneys acknowledged thatwhiletheir decision, my brother’s andRosenberg, created the Jello box-
conviction, my parents’ attorneyshe was an espionage courier whthe Rosenbergs and Greenglassesy legal action forced into thetop recognition signal. But, of
attempted to sever thetransmitted agreatdeal of materialvere connected, and Gold, Fuchpublic eye secret governmentourse, once the executions took
government’s chain of conspiracyto the Soviet Union about theand the Greenglasses werdiles detailing Gold and placeonJune 19,1953, these fatal

at its weakest link.

SPEAKING

FRANKLY

By Rob Gowland, from The

Guardian, newspaper of the

Communist Party of
Australia

anything with statistics, but thatisit”. (It makes you wonder what some workers losing 40 percent of &
generally said by people who wanthey think actually happened.)
you to ignore a statistic that does Workers in Britain have been !
not support their position on aengaged for a couple of monthembarrass the bosses of Unilever
particular issue. Some statistic;iow in protest rallies and a protest rally at the beginning of
however can be very instructivedemonstrations against governthe year outside the company’s i

and revealing.

Thus, U.S. historians Walter pensions. Wringing their handsby Lord Leverhulme himself, heir
Schiedel and Steven Freiserand claiming the attacks areof
announced not long ago that théausterity measures”, and thatthey_everhulme. The present Lord
gap between rich and poor todayare for “the common good”, the Leverhulme called onthe company
was far greater than the gaprory/Lib-Demgovernmentandthenotto stray from what he called its
between rich and poor in ancienbig capitalists are out tocorporate social responsibility

Rome!

In the days of the Romanworkers out of their entitlements. with the company’s reputation.

construction of the atomic bombconnected, no one testified at th&reenglass’s initial confessions.errors could not be undone.

/
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The average top 100 CEO is
paid 189 times more than
the average worker

contrast, a whopping 41 percentnstead, ithas chosento downgrad i &
said itwas not a good thing becausthe company pension scheme fro

Communism offered hope for aa final salary scheme to a caree* %

the value of their pensions. ii

In a move calculated to
5
ment and business attacks on thelrondon headquarters was joined®:
Viscount

the original

downgrade pensions and chegbledges and to stop taking risks

Infy: Canodfin Goming bof Polley ARefftlees

MCa e 11 23 Unk-arsam

The first Viscount Leverhulme

Republic (thetime of Julius Caesar), In the public sector, workers
the richest one percent of theand employers both contribute tostarted out as plain William Lever,company and its government One ofthe legacies leftby Lever
population controlled 16 percentpension funds. (In the privateproprietor of a small soap factorybackers “shames this legacy”.) was a workforce that was kindly
of society’s wealth. Today in the sector, two thirds of workers getin ~ the old Lancashire His ancestor believed thatdisposed towards the company,
U.S., that one percent on topno contributions from their manufacturingtown of Warrington workers also deserved decenbn historical grounds more than
controls 40 percent of the country’semployers.) Workers get someon the Mersey. He was imbuedhousing, access to schools, alhnything else. That too has gone:
wealth. security in their old age, while with the reformers’ zeal which, those things the affluent took forthe company had its first strike in
What is perhaps most amazingsmployers get a fresh source oflthough not widespread was alsgranted. At Bromborough Pool, inthe UK only last December. In
about that statistic, is that theinvestment capital they can drawnot uncommon among 19thCheshire, in 1888 he established eetaliation, the company cancelled
capitalists who make up that oneon when needed. Supposedlygentury manufacturers. It oftenmodelindustrial village, which he the Christmas celebrations (how
percentontop seemto think they'reeverybody wins. went along with strong religious named Port Sunlight. petty can you get?) It was of
going to stay there. To borrow an  But bosses (even in the publicconvictions, especially in the HebecamealiberalMPin1906course inevitable that William
expression from somewhere else,$ector) resent having to payindustrial north of the country, and was made a peer in 1917. Heever's hopes for “corporate
think they're riding for a fall. anything to the workers’ pensionstronghold of the English reformeddied in 1925. While he lived, thesocial responsibility” would
The website of the Russianfunds, and are always on thechurches (those who in responseompany supported the continuedounder on the shoals of corporate
news channdussia Todasanon lookout for ways to get their handsto the question “Religion?” would growth of Port Sunlight, but the greed. Engels could have set him
online poll to mark the 20th on the money in the fund withoutanswer “Chapel!”). moment he died the companystraight, but doubtless Lever
anniversary of the overthrow ofhavingto pay any ofittothe actual And of course, Engels, Marx’s abandoned it. never asked.
socialisminthe USSR. Itwas not awvorkers. close friend and collaborator, was The cottages Lever provided Meanwhile, the present
very well designed poll, but the  One popularway inrecenttimesa factory owner. for his workers hardly compared tocorporate heads of the Unilever
results are interesting anyway has been forthe companytoquietly While building up the vast Lever the mansion he lived in himself, butcompany must be scratching their
Fifteen percent of respondentsransfer the workers to ansoap business, William Leverthe capitalists who satonthe Leveheads - or laughing derisively -
tickedthe box“Yeswe are definitelyassociated company and then tengaged in an historic fight to winboard were unwilling to share everover such alien concepts as being
better offwithoutthe "evilempire™. sendthatcompany into liquidation.pensions for workers. (At thethat small fraction of their profits “shamed” by pinching their
Twenty three percent however The giant Unilever concern, theprotestrally in January, the presenivith their workers. Now they want workers’ pensions. Profits are
said itwas notagood thing becaus&8th richest company in the world,Lord Leverhulme warned thattheto get their hands on theirprofits - the name of the game is to
it left the US unchecked. By can hardly go down that road.pensions snatch planned by themployees’ pension funds. get them any way you cae.
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Communists demand: an independent
inquiry and a new federal election!

Statement issued Feb. 29 public inquiry into all aspects of from Canadian voters, a vote fatallythe majority of the population. They post-election surveys have found
2012 by the Central E’xec-’ thlsspanqu.Everyone resppn_3|bl¢a|nted.by criminal tactics. It is want lower voter turnouts on that almost 5% of registered voters
utive Committee, Communist forth|stact|_c should face cr|m|_nal impossible to count exactly howelectu_)n day, not hlgher: donotvote b_ecausetheylackpr_oper
Party of Canada. cha_rges, rlght_ up to the Primemany voters were dls_couraged by Thls_ ~ strategy |_ncluq_es documentatlon.About14.8 million
Minister and his inner clique. “robo-calls” from casting a ballot. demonizing and threatening critics ballots were castin 2011, sothe total
Thereisoverwhelmingevidence PM Stephen Harper’s arrogantBut reports indicate that thisillegala wide range of dirty tricks, refusing of “lost voters” could be well over
thatduringthe 2011 federal electionand corrupt government showgacticwas usedinatleast45ridingsto accept legal or court restrictionshalf a million, more than enough to
thousands of voters acrossomplete contemptfordemocraticSince many of these constituenciesn government actions, etc. Votetilt the outcome in most elections.
Canada were phoned withrightsand civilliberties. Itisabout saw very narrow Conservativesuppression takes otherforms, such Genuine electoral reform
fraudulent and misleading tobringinaviciously anti-working victories, robo-calls may have liftedas the attempt by Conservatives lasequires dropping “first-past-the-
information. This sabotage ofclassfederal budget, and may soothe Harper Tories from a minority spring to steal ballot boxes at Guelptpost”, in favour of a mixed-member
electoral democracy has removeglunge Canada into catastrophidénto a majority in Parliament. University. This “take no prisoners” proportional representation
any legitimacy for the Harper imperialist wars against Iran and Canadians should remembemlpproach aims to make voters morgystem which would encourage
Conservatives. The CommunistSyria. This governmentis a serioushe 2000 U.S. presidential electioncynical and suspicious, and leswoters to support the party of their
Party of Canada calls for thethreat to the Canadian people andhich was also literally stolen by likely to believe thatelectoral politics choice. A fullenumeration process
immediate resignation ofthe Harpetto world peace. Republican thuggery, especiallyhas any meaningful place in thewould help, along with a more
government, a new general It is no exaggeration to statethe refusal to count thousands oftruggle to achieve progressiveealistic set of voter ID rules. The
election, and an independenthat the 2011 election was stolervotes in Florida. This fraud led to social or economic change. mass media should be required to
the war against Iraq which cost Onamuch larger scale, Canadaover all candidates and political
countless lives. now has voter ID requirements thaparties, not just a favoured few
“Voter suppression” has sincecannot easily be met by millions of“mainstream” parties.
become akeyweaponinthe arsen@eople. Potential voters arerequired These reforms alone would not
of right-wing political forces in to show proof of identity and streetbring about progressive economic
North America, including the address, such as a driver’s licensand social change, but they would
Conservative Party, which haswith photo (butnotavalid passporthelp to engage Canadians in the
close links with the Republicans.for example). This particularly full range of struggles to “put
The aim is to discourage as manympacts large numbers of ruralpeople before profits.”
people as possible from casting aesidents and Aboriginals on Today, the most urgent priority
ballot, making it easier for the reserves, where mostpeople havefarallwhovalue democraticfreedoms
wealthy and for highly-committed postal box. Many senior citizens noand civilliberties mustbe to mobilize
far-right groupsto exercise politicallonger have driver’s licences, andn huge numbers, to demand a full
influence far beyond their actualtens of thousands of post-andindependentpublicinquiryinto
level of public support. secondary students and homeledke scandal, and to call for a new
Right-wing parties like the Tories people lack the necessary ID witifederal election. The Communist
understand that victory requiresstreet addresses. Party of Canada extends complete
mobilizing their own pro-corporate ~ While Elections Canada doessolidarity to this crucial struggle for
andfar-rightbase while demobilizingnot keep track of rejected votersthe future of our countrye

Excerpts from a recent 5. The Cotler Misinformation Vic Toews'labellingofjuristLouise the going got tough. The Tories17. Hit Squad On Journalists

article by the Globe & Mail's Campaign Arbour a “disgrace to Canada” forresort frequently to in-cameraOperating under phony email IDs,
Lawrence Martin, listing Conservatives systematicallyher views on the Middle East;committee sessions, awayfromth€onservative staffers have
Tory dirty tricks ’black ops spread rumours in Irwin Cotler'sseeking reprisals againstpublic and media eye. attacked journalists in thousands
and hardball tactics. Montreal riding that he was academics for being critical ofthelz. Leaking Veterans' Files of online posts in an attempt to

stepping down. government; the dismissal of aiiscredittheirwork.

Colonel Pat Stogran was droppe

1. Cooking the Books Nuclear Safety Commission bossas Veterans” ombudsman, theng. Dirty Work on Dion

; ; : : 6. The Suppression of Damaging | - . e
Via peculiar accounting practices, Linda Keen for having a “Liberal .
the Tories exceeded spendincﬁe orts background.” became the target of anonymougn the 2008 campaign the

L - A report of the Commissioner of emails and other dirty tricks afterConservatives ran an on-line ad
Ilmltsmthe20060ampalgn,galnlng)]}:irearms that showed the gurl0. The “Citizenship” Dog and criticizing the government. Other which depicted a bird defecating
registry in a good light was keptPony Show veterans’ medical files have beerpn Stephane Dion’s head. Protests
hidden by Public Safety Minister The immigration departmentleaked in an attempt to embarrasgompelled them to withdraw it.
Peter Van Loan, and escaped therdered federal bureaucrats to aghem.

eyes of opposition members . , 19. Tory Logos on Cheques
b>elf0re a\F/)(F)Jte onthe registry 13.Unfixing The Fixed-Date - The economic recovery program

Election Law ;
was taken. : - was paid for by taxpayer dollars
The prime minister brought j, ;¢ the Tories put their own party
in a fixed date election law. 1544 on pillboard-sized cheques.

He promptly turned around tpq money was distributed
andissued a surprise eleCt'orHisproportionately to

an advertising advantage in ke
ridings. They were later caught,
had their offices raided by police
and ultimately pled guilty to
reduced charges of violating
financing provisions of the
Elections Act.

2. The Hidden Slush Fund 7. Attempt to Frame the

More than $40-million slated for SppqsitLonngffer )
border-infrastructure ateinthe campaign, a

; . : i i callin2008. ; ey
improvements instead went mtosemor[_ Forllszrvbatlve _ Conservative ridings and
enhancement projects in Tonygﬁgtr;isl':i)eslfnaMeedia ?ng;rS] 14. Declaring Mulroney partisans.

Clement’sriding in preparation for PersonaNon Grata 20 The Nomination Crackdown

attempt to frame Michael
Ignatieff as an Iraqgi war
3. Falsifying Documents planner.

The document-altering scam L
involving Bev Oda’s office and the 8. ~ Communications
aid group Kairos is among severa|‘0(:kd°\"’n . .
instancesinwhich the Tories havéo‘]cter denying legislators

In the wake of the Karlheinz
Schreiber controversy,
Harper's team put out the
false rumour that Mulroney,
who won two majorities for
the party, was no longer a

the G-8 summit. When a Conservative member tried

to challenge Harper loyalist Rob
Anders for the nomination in his
Calgaryriding, Harper'smenseized
control of the riding executive and
crushed the bid.

beencaughtdocument-tampering'nforma’[ion on costs of : card-carrying Conservative. .

They altered a report by AuditorP'09rams, ‘Harper became 3 15 Unreleasing Released _2|_1i(The Rights and Democracy

General Sheila Fraser to make if€ first prime minister in 4 Documents Ga eovel_rk Riahts and D

look like she was crediting them /S0y to_be found in i The Conservatives haveToupsl gl g Sa”t ertnocratfy

with  prudent financial contemptofParliament.He I resorted to shady tactics toSUppr??e yhopera e a arlran s

management, when it was thd1as gagged the science de-access the Access tdingtH rom the governmentd ut

Liberals to whom she was referring.com.mun'ty on the question Information system. Freedomthe Harperites removed or
of climate change and other _ . _ of information specialists Suspended board members and

4. Shutting Down Detainees’ issues. The Tories denied ams stand-ins at a fake citizenshimaye catalogued some 46 exampled@cked the board with pro-Israeli

Probes _ opposition member accreditationceremony broadcast by Sun TV. o the government's shielding anghardliners.

The Conservatives employedto attend the Durban summit N 1 Obstructing Committees stonewalling. 22, Viote Suppression Tactics

authoritarian tactics to avoid climate change thenlambasted th o ; ; . - . :
culpability on the Afghan member for not being there. he Tories issued their committee1 6. Ejecting Citizens From Rallies - Alongwith pre-recorded robocalls,

- C chairpersons a 200-page handboo®peratives hauled voters out ofother Tory vote suppression
detainees’ file. They attacked the . . o p ; . :
reputation of diplo);nat Richard 2- Bullying Adversaries on how to obstruct the opposition,Harper rallies in last year’s tactics have included a systematic
Colvin. shut down Parliament. and' N€ list of smears againstby barring witnesses who mightcampaign for their marginal ties tolive-caller operationinwhich Liberal

y ' . Opponents includes: trying to link have embarrassing information, Olother parties. The PM wassupporters were peppered with

dc'srig:;ﬂtstg%mméﬁgﬁ_ Police Liperal Navdeep Bains to terrorism;shutting down the committees ifcompelled to apologize. bogus information.e
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"BC government is by no means broke"

On Feb. 27, teachers held a Day of Action across
British Columbia to protest the Liberal
government’s decision to legislate their contract.
Iglika Ivanova of the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives spoke to the Surrey teachers rally.
We reprint excerpts from her remarks.

The spin on this year's B.C.investments that will make us all
budget is so-called “prudence” butbetter off in the long run.
in reality there is nothing prudent Our Finance Minister Kevin |
about failing to tackle the global Falcon claims we have no choice
climate crisis, reduce incomebut he’s wrong. Our BC
inequality, adequately fund ourgovernmentis by no means brokg
schools, investin community-basedand the net zero mandate for publi
supportsforseniors, orreduce B.C.'sector bargaining is a political
embarrassingly high poverty ratechoice, not a reflection of an
For all the talk of preserving coreeconomic imperative to cut costs
public services, the budget offers The choice our government ig
only meager increases to themaking is to ask us to tighten ou . i . |
ministries of health, education andbelts and keep owages low for _ ' | 0g W Jm- o A - =
social assistance that don't keephe benefit of economic grOWthMarch 2: Two thousand students left school on a Friday afternoon to rally in support of teachers at
pace with rising cost pressures anduring the recovery. Once growth he V. : Art Gall Photo: Sam H d y y P
population growth. K-12 educationreturns, the government has oftel"® Vancouver ArtGa ery. (Photo: Sam Hammond)
funding, for example, needs to riseargued, the benefits would tricklehalf of BC full year full time workers them fairly. collecting taxes at the same share
by atleast2%tokeep upwithinflationdown to everyone and wages willare earning less in real terms than There is no question thatof the economy now as we were
and maintain the current levels ofrise as the economy grows. Outheir parents’ generation. That'sgovernments everywhereinCanadin 2000, we’d have $2.5 billion
service; more if the province wantsPremier made that pointquite clearlhappened during a time when there facing pressure to balance theimore. Every year.
to address the unmet needs in thi her radio appearance on the Bilprovincial economy almostdoubledbudgets. So far, efforts to reduce the The way the government got
system. Instead, we're seeingwhat'§ood show earlier in February.  inrealterms, andreal GDP per capitdeficit have disproportionately people to support tax cuts is by
essentially a frozen budget, a zero But the focus on pursuing jobsrose by 23%. focused on cutting public sectorhiding the consequences. Low
increase, which effectively amountsand growth withoutregardtowhat  Butit's clear that the benefits of jobs, wages and social programsaxes sounded like a good idea to
to funding cuts on the ground.  type of jobs we're getting hasn’t prosperity have not trickled down Butwe mustrememberthatthere arbe people. Good idea until such

Practically speaking, it's notreal paid off for BC families. to the bottom half of the population.two sides to every budget - thetime that you or somebody you
fiscal constraints that stand inour The 2008 recession and theThis raises a moral question abougpending side and the income otove needs the services that the tax
way butalack of political will. Our currentslowrecoveryaretaking placdairness and social justice, one thatevenue side. The only proposalsuts have starved. Until you see
debt levels are very reasonablén the context of a 30-year-longthe Occupy movement brought tocoming from the business sector areow big your child’s class is and
when considered as a share of owstagnation in BC family incomes. the forefront of the public debate.to cut government spending, but how many kids with special needs
economy, and they are among th&/e don'thear this often, butmedian  Butitalso has a directimpact onthink it's only fair and reasonable toare in it who don’t receive the
lowest in the country. We canearningsforfulltime, fullyearworkers the economic well-being of our look atthe other side too and considesupports they need to learn well.
afford to borrow a bit more atin BC have actually fallen since theprovince and our country. High governmentincome. Until you have to get rushed
today’s record low interestrates tdate 1970s, once inflation is takeninequality can diminish economic  Over the past decade, the BGnto the overcrowded emergency
make capital and socialinto account. This means that ovegrowth if it means that we are notgovernment has reshaped theoom and treated in the hallway.
fully using the skills and provincial tax system. As a result,Until you find out how long the
capabilities of allits citizens orifit BC now boasts the lowest personalvaiting list is for your aging mother
undermines social cohesion,ncometaxesforindividualsearningto be assessed for supportive
leading to increased socialupto $120,000 per year and one dfiousing.
tensions. We must find a way tothe lowest corporate income tax This highlights a need for a
share prosperity more fairly. rates in the country. The savinggublic debate on a key question:

This all starts with a solid and have been small for all but thedowe reallywant BC to be alowtax
well-funded public education highest-earning families and havesociety with low wages and frayed
system. Accessible, high qualitylargely gone unnoticed as user feepublic services? Because this is
education from the early years alhave risen, including MSP which iswhere the government’s current
the way to post-secondary is theyoing up next year for the fourthbudget is leading us.
only way to ensure economictime since 2009. And a number of At a time when BC families are
mobility in a modern society. public services have been scaledtretched by record high debt levels
Providing access to high qualityback or suffered from declines inand a weak labour market, the way
education for all children is the quality due to underfunding. out of this economic slump lies not
greatest equalizer we have. But these tax cuts have donen lowering the wages and benefits

And this means treating theconsiderable damage to ouwfteachers and other public sector
hard workingwomenand menwhocollective capacity to care forworkers, butinhaving stronger and
Parents and students rally in solidarity with teachers at the teachourchildrenwiththerespecbne another and protect themore accessible public services,
Vancouver-PointGrey office of Premier Clark (Photo: K. Cariou) they deserve and compensatingnvironment. If we were starting with educatiorm

number of colleges (Cégeps) are shuepeated indiscriminate use of tearbetween McGill, Laval and severalstrategy and tactics.
down while university campuses,gas. Behind the police barricadesther schools, the strike is being Anglo campuses have begn
- usually bustling at this time of year,the Charest Liberals are not sittinglriven by the main student unionsomewhat slower, but are also

Strl ke are more like ghost towns. comfortably. But the governmentcentrals, particularly the militant mobilizing. Concordia’s Wome
Instead, the students are hittings unlikely to give in, with a likely and leftist ASSE (Association for studies programme students
the streets with almost dailyfall election around the corner.  Student Union Solidarity). reportedly the first to vote “e
S h akes mobilizations and bi-weekly  TheCharestLiberalgovernment ASSE has formed a short-termgréve.” The Canadian Federatipn
demonstrations. is officially proposing a $325 fee coalition with several other studentof Students has expressgd
&« Already last semester, theannualincrease overfive years, founions called the CLASSE (Broadsolidarity while student unio
Q u e be C students had builta brick wall overa total increase of 75%. Québecoalition of ASSE), campaigning internationally are also responding
the door of the Minister of currently has the lowest tuitionfor reduced fees and freetgaCLASSE callforstatementsiof
PV Montreal Bureau Eduggtio_n’s office_ and stagedfees for in-pr(_)vince students anob_ducation.TheirEnglish—languagesupport, Québec labour and
mobilizations of thirty thousand most accessible post-secondargite, www.stopthehike.ca, showscommunity groups have come on

The students are starting topeople in the streets. This year hasducation in Canada. Polls showvhatis perhaps key to the Quebeside, including the left-win
shake Québec, with province-seen students, labour androadsupportbehindthe studentstudent’s approach - united,Québec solidaire party, whichlis
wide student strike and rolling community activists occupy the Québec student’s also havemilitant and political, with an demanding elimination of fees.
mobilizations that have broughtstock exchange, march for severatheir own challenges with internalescalating and democratically “The students are the front-
have brought thousands into thénours ~ through downtown unity, although so far they havedecided strategy. line of the struggle against the
streets despite blistering coldMontreal, eventually shutting- maintained a more or less united A large number of students arecapitalist attack here in Québeg,”
weather. down the Cartier bridge, andfront, behind the “red square” - aalso represented by two othemarianne Breton Fontain
Over123,000studentshavenovconverge on the Nationalsymbol of the student movementfederations of college and universityorganizer of the LJC-Q told
voted to join the strike and theAssembly in Quebec city in Quebec since the 2005 strike obtudents. The university federatiorpeople’s Voice'lt is vital that
number is increasing almost daily.overcoming blizzard conditions. 200,000 students for bursaries. tends to be much less confronthis strike grow,” she said, adding
Since January, student's unions The police response to the Unlike English-speaking tationaland moretied-intoastrategyhat labour needs to “moie
have been holding generaldemonstrations has been heavycanada, alarge number of studerdf electing the Parti Québécois. Theyctively embrace the movement
assemblies of theirmembershiptdanded, with helicopters circling unions have no affiliation and arestudents have reached an agreemesyid help build a political strik

take strike votes on a faculty orin the air, storm trooper-style riotindependent. While a relatively onthe strike, andtokeepinternalthggainst the governmen®’

Student programme basis. A growingsquads on the ground, andoose table of consultation existsjebate and criticisms abolt

1)
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Egyptlan union Britain vowing to stay home andtional Transport Federation Asia Meanwhile, the company is acrossthe CIS (Commonwealth of
. take a “duvet day”. Pacific regional secretary,tryingtogettheworkerstoknucklelndependent States of the former
leader convicted commented: “This comes afterunder through threats, includingUSSR) had a crucial role in the
i it & i _ many years when almostall the keyeducing the supply of water to thesuccess of the strike.
In a blow against labour Unions hf[ slralght national trade unions joineddormitory where they live. “The success would be
freedoms gained during thejacket” treaty together to oppose the Although there have been somempossible without the workers’
overthrown of Hosni Mubarak, a government’s neo-liberal policies. protestsin Burma’sindustrial townsperseverance and unity. They

prominent Egyptian union leader Working people across EuropeThey are stating that economicover the past few years, the currentisked their jobs and lost income
has been sentenced to six monthseld a Day of Action on Feb. 29 inand social needs and the rights aftrike isthe largest. Alawintroducedby staying on strike all these days,
imprisonment for “insulting a opposition to the Europeanthe working class should not belast year legalizes unions butdefending their legitimate rights

public officer”. The charge refers Council's adoption of a budgetignored in India’s growth story.” stipulates that they must have theand interests,” stated Tadzhibaev.

toJune9, 2011, when Kamal Abbasjiscipline treaty. The decentralised approval of the official Labour Union

general coordinator for the Centemobilisations occurred in scoresUnioniStS Confined Federation to stage a strike. S"‘%Bahrain WOI‘kel’S

for Trade Union and Workers of cities and worksites with a the government has not allowe .

Services (CTUWS), interruptedcommon theme: “Enough is by managers any unions to register under thecha”enge f|r|ngs
Ismael Fahmy of the Egyptian new law, workers are technically

Trade Union Federation (ETUF) On the evening of Feb. 12, thenot entitled to stage a strike. In Bahrain, the “Arab spring”
as he was delivering a speec ) Presidentand General Secretaryof So far the government hasprotests did notlead to democratic

the Coats Bangladesh Ltd.avoided using force against theeforms or to the end of an
Employees Union went to theworkers, which would contradict autocraticegime. Anindependent
company’s office in Dhaka, to meetthe rhetoric of reform that it hascommission of inquiry recently
with management about resolvingoeen using to buff up its image atonfirmed human rights abuses
an industrial dispute. home and abroad. The workers areommitted by the Security Forces

Instead, company officials also receiving growing supportduring the unrest. Almost thirty-
forcibly detained the union leadersrom members of the general publicfive deaths occurred between
overnight and confiscated theirwho have been providing themFebruary and April2011,including

during the 2011 International
Labour Organization conferencg
in Geneva.

The ILO session saw a
confrontation between the ETUF
which belonged to the former
regime, on one side, and both thg
CTUWS and the Egyptian

Independent Trade Union mobile phones. The pair were onlywith water and food. five cases of torture attributed to

Federation on the other side released when colleagues alerted the Minister of Interior.

Abbas challenged the right of the the local media of their The Bahrain trade unions

ETUF to claim that it continued to disappearance. Kumtor Workers supported the demand for reforms.

represent Egyptian workers. \_ J Previously, having no succesgy/in strike Salman Jaffar AlMahfoodh, General
The Egyptian Constitutional in bargaining, the workers had Secretary ofthe General Federation

Declaration’s Article 12 states thatenough! There are alternatives tovoted 98.12 per cent in favour of OnFebruary 17 striking Kumtor of Bahraini Trade Unions, said ina
“freedom of opinion is guaranteed,austerity. Employment and socialstrike action. The managemengold mine workers in Kyrgyzstan recent interview that “we wanted a
and every one has the right tgustice are the number onesomehow obtained a court ordeended a ten-day work stoppagechange in the elections, in order to
express an opinion and publish ipriorities.” declaring the strike illegal. According to an agreement, signedllow a fair representative system.
either orally, written, photography  The Day of Action took the  The workers at Coats Ltd. areby Kumtor Operating Company In general, we were in favour of an
or other means of expressionwithiform of demonstrations, work paid poverty wages of only andthe strikers’ committee, wagesconomic reform, starting from a
the limits of the law, and self- stoppages and informationBDT1,625 (US$18.90). Traderise by 4.5 per cent retroactive taninimum wage and the ratification
criticism and constructive criticism postings inside workplaces andunions in Bangladesh consideldanuary 1,2012, and the minerswilbf the core conventions of the ILO.
to ensure the safety of nationagovernment institutions statingBDT7,000 to be the minimum for aalso be paid a special bonus. Thesehenwe decidedto call forageneral
construction”. thatthe European summit’s Treatyliving wage. The union demandsgains mean thatthe rising fees paidtrike in March... The response to
The CTUWS intends to appealon Stability, Co-ordination and alsoincluded increases in housindpy the workers to the governmenthe strike was huge: over 60 percent
the court ruling, and argues thatGovernance is a straightjacket thaand other allowances, all of whichinsurance fund are completelyof workers participatedzven the
independent trade unionwill plungethe Eurozoneinto free-were refused by the managementompensated. The employer alsbndependent Commission of
organizations should not befall recession. Despite trade union compromisesagreed to pay compensation to thénquiry confirmed that our protest
headed by “public officers”, but Brussels was site of thethe employer remained family of Asanbek Orozaliev, who was legitimate, since the strike was
by trade unionists defendingEuropean Council’'s March 1-2intransigentand refused to bargaimied after a workplace accident. amatter of freedom of expression.”

workers’ interests. summit, where the signers slasheth good faith. Mining and Metallurgy The Bahraini unions are
wages and social protections, and Workers’ Union president Eldar demanding the reinstatement of
u put new restrictions on collective QJj; Tadzhibaev noted that letters ofover 3,000 workers fired during the
BOSSGS_ get Ieap bargaining. MassralliestookplaceS“_pper fac_tory solidarity from various unions 2011 struggle.
day” windfall outside at the European Councistrike continues
Building, and at the Belgian i i "
Many Irish workers went unpaid National Bank. As of early March, about 2,000 Many Iitems in our GIObaI ClaSS

on Feb. 29, providing a huge Other protests included masBurmese workers in a town on the Struggle" column are from the
windfall foremployers. Employees demonstrations in cities such asutskirts of Rangoon remained o i

who receive an annual wage had tBucharest, Rome and Budapesistrike atthe Chinese-owned Tai Yi Labour S tart WGbSlte,
work the extra day because ther&reek trade unions held a threeslipper factory. www .labourst art.org
are 252 working days in aleap yearhour work stoppage. The actions “This could be the biggest
as opposed to the 251 days in were the first European-widelabour strike since oil workers went

regular year. The extra labour wasnobilisation during the economicon strike and marched in protes [Send me information on the *ﬁDN

valued at about 184 million euroscrisis whichis now inits fifth year. against the Burma Oil Company . =
to employers. and British colonial rule in 1938,” |  Communist Party of Canada i

A spokesperson for the Irish|ndian unions Phoe Phyu, a lawyer who
Congress of Trade Unions, represents the workers. “Morel 1y communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histor} of
Macdara Doyle, confirmedthatthejssue demands than 90 percent of the workerq fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
situation, highlighted four years joined the strike.” The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
ago, has not changed. Unionists across India walked The walkout started on Feb. 6§ against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

“The situation has not changedout on strike Feb. 28 to give voicewhen the company refused to pay active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
for salaried workers, but with lack to a number of key demands. Thdive days of wages that it had|] movementsonawide range ofissues. All our policies and leadership arp set
of demand crippling the economystrike was called by 11 central tradeleducted for a holiday to mark the] democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
perhaps an end-of-monthunion organisations andChinese New Year, which is not] Socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

contribution from employers might supported by some 5000 smalleofficially recognized in Burma. Central Committee CPC
help boost spend in the domestiaznions. Over a million workers  An industrial worker in Burma 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
economy.” participated in the action, aimed toearns about $50 to $60 per montH.  416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

But the chief economist with highlight a 10-point charter of Allworkers have towork overtime,
the pro-business group Friendsiemands, including: an end toand draw on hard-to-get| PartiCommuniste du Quebedsection du  OttawaCPC
First, Jim Power, said that due tdabour rights violations, the sameperformance bonuses to makg Farti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C ; ;
the harsh economic climaterights and protections for around60,000to 70,000 kyat($79 Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 g";‘?”'stglt’kﬁ"rfz\r};m%‘ffnﬁfeg MB. R2W 2M3
workers should be happy to worktemporary and contract workers aso $87.50) a month. Email: pcq@cpe-pec.carel: 438-338-8890 1oyfay: 204-586-7824
the extra day for free. for permanentworkers, fewerprice  The Tai Yi workers are now | B.C. Committee CPC Ontatio Ciee. CPC
“Employers need everything risesin essential commodities, andlemanding a 100 percent hike ir] 706 lark Drive, Vancouver, BC, VSL3J1 g 0 S i Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
o X 8 . N 604-254-9836 <cpinfo.bc@gmail.com
they can get at this juncture, giverthe creation of a national socialhourly wages from 75 kyat (less| Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446
the tough economic climate.security fund. than 10 cents) to 150 kyat ($0.18] Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Workers should regard this as a While banking and insuranceand an increase in their monthly] Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 28 e e . o
small sacrifice to make in order tosector workers took the lead, strikebonuses from 6,000 kyat ($7.50) tq Tel: 780-465-7893  Fax: 780-463-0209 0\ "o05-548.9586
help keep businesses trading.” action by road transport and por8,000 kyat ($10). During Sﬁlfzrly ggadcnffe Close SE Atlantic Region CPC
Fouryearsago, whenitemerge@mployees was felt across thenegotiations, the company ha{ cagary, AB, T2A 682 Tel: 403-248-6489 B0x 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0
that people would not be paid forcountry. All the major dockers’ only agreed to raise the hourly s.skatchewancpc Telffax: 902-542-7981
their extra day’s work, it sparked aunions brought operations to awages by 25 kyat, or three centq Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
campaign in Britain which saw morestandstill at most of the main portsThe workers turned down the\ j

than 4,000 people fromIrelandand Mahendra Sharma, Interna-company’s offer.
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The end game looms nearer in  Afghanist an

if your forces are still burning into the crowd. of Kabul International Airport. His staggering base structure in
Korans in a deeply religious In fact, Afghans in police and funeral was attended by 1,500Afghanistan, actual power is
Foryears, Canadians have beeluslim country, it's way too late army uniforms have repeatedlymourners. visibly slipping away from the
told that “the Taliban are on theand you should go.” Instead,attacked their “allies”. Atleast 36  Thetime for “apologies” by the United States. American officials
back foot” and that victory is nearGeneral John R. Allen, the warU.S. and NATO troops have beerlJ.S. occupation forces has longare already talking about not
in Afghanistan. Most of us nevercommander in Afghanistan, haskilled this way in the pastyear, farpassed. Many Afghans arepanicking (which indicates that
believed it. Opinion surveys havedirected that all U.S. military beyond the level of “isolated demanding local trials and thepanicisindeedintheair). Andinan
consistently shown that thepersonnel undergo ten days ofncidents.” Thisincludesthe April death penalty for the Koranelection year, with the Obama
majority of Canadians want oursensitivity training in the proper 2011 case in which an Afghan airburners. administration’s options
troops brought home from thishandling of religious materials. force colonel murdered nine U.S. Engelhardtand Turse concludedesperately limited and what goals
unwinnable war. Sensitivity, as Engelhardt andtrainers in a heavily guarded areddespite its massive firepower andt had fast disappearing, itcan only
The latest news from Kabul Turse point out, has not been an brace itself and hope to limp
confirms that the US-led American strong suit. They point| . through until November 2012.
occupation forces have utterly losto revelations about the 12-soldie “The end game in Afghanistan
the battle for popular support.“killteam” that murdered Afghan has, it seems, come into view, and
Contingents of NATO troops arecivilians “for sport,” and then after all these fruitless, bloody
being pulled outahead of scheduleposed for photos with the corpses years, it couldn’t be sadder.
with the notable exception of Four U.S. Marines videotaped Saddest of all, so much of the blood
Canada. themselves urinating on the bodie spilled has been for purposes, if
The spark for this developmentof dead Afghans. A U.S. snipe they ever made any sense, that
was litwhen U.S. troops on clean-unit proudly sported a Nazi S have long since disappeared into
up duty tossed Korans into abanner in another incident, and : the fog of history.”
burning pit at Bagram Air Base.U.S. combat outpost was name For Canadians, this terrible
Afghan workers rescued some&‘Aryan.” British soldiers were tragedyincludes 158 deaths among
singed pages, and before longfilmed abusing children. Eight our own troops. When
massive protests and riots shookhepherd boys, aged six to 18 Afghanistan inevitably bids
the country. A swift round of were recently slaughtered in g goodbye to NATO, our politicians
apologies and promises by U.SNATO air strike in Kapisa Province will be asked: what was it all for?
officials has done nothing toin northern Afghanistan. AfghansAngry protests have been held across Afghanistan. And there is no good answer.

reseontiul Alghan public. - by specia operations forees that
g on thebreak into the 70years of struggle fordemocracy
Independence, social justice and peace!

A decade after taking on thebreak into their homes, violating
political and social activism - the  Our party has had its ups and

PV Vancouver Bureau

“colonial burden”, the U.S. andits cultural boundaries and often
allies are paying the political pricekilling civilians.

for abuses, torture and kilings These actions have been
committed in the name of protested by President Hamid
“freedom”. Before long, the Karzai, who has little power over The Tudeh Party of Iran,

remaining occupation troops mayhis own country. And now, more that country’s Marxist-

be inside their giant fortified basesthan 30 protesters have been killedLeninist political party,
chowing down on expensivein demonstrations against themarked the 70th
western-style fastfood. Asin Irag,burning of the Korans. anniversary of its founding
they may be replaced by western The New York Timesow

imperialistretreat are everywherereligious country fed up with by a Tudeh Party
About300U.S. andother NATO foreigners”. LauraKing of theos  representative at a recent

advisors were withdrawn from Angeles Timesvrites about the celebration of this important

Afghan ministries around Kabulin “visceral distaste for Westernoccasion held in Toronto.

in October 1941. We reprin
“civilians”, but the signs of reports that Afghanistan is “ahere excerpts of the speech

products of which are seen indowns, asany living and breathing
present day Iran. In the streets, imrganization would. We learn from
the parliamentand over the mediapur mistakes while being very
TPl campaigned decisively andproud of our achievements, before
t tirelessly to raise the awareness odind after 1979 revolution.
the people of theirdemocraticrights Our achievements, to name a
and also to build alliances withfew, were the enacting of the first
other progressive and nationaLabour Law of Iran (1946),
political and social groups to win nationalization of the oil industry
common causes. (1951), nationalizing foreign trade,
Since then, our party hasadvancing agrarianreformsand 3-

late February, as fears mounted fobehaviour and values” among Dear comrades and friends ofcontinued its struggle along thetier state-coop-private economy
their safety. At the same time, thesignificant numbers of Afghans, Tudeh Party of Iran and itssamelines andbased on Marxism{1979), etc.

German military decided to spegd Engelhardt and Turse provide umanitarian ideals. Thank you allLeninismfor 70 years, as part of the
up plans to abandon a 50-soldiedetails of the blowback against th or coming outtonight to celebrateprogressive movement in Iran. see TUDEH, page 10

outpostin the north of the country.NATO forces. In a heavily guarded :

The French are also eagertogeibbom of the Afghan Interior the 70thfann|\|/ersary of TIPI’ f70
out since four of their troops wereMinistry in Kabul, the bodies of g Y&ars 0 tireless struggle for . .-
killed (and 16 wounded) by anU.S. lieutenant colonel and majori€mocracy, independence, social |mportant victory for Liliany Obando

Afghan army soldier, just weekswere recentlyfound,eachexecuteHJs\Eife and ﬁeace. d toniaht t I . .
after three others were shot bywith a shot in the back of the heaq, e are honoured tonight 10 The initial reports are sketchy, but it appears that Colombian

another Afghan in uniform. Both while atwork. ave our cpmrades from CP of political prisoner Liliany Obando has won animportantlegal victory.
the French and the Germans have Two other U.S. troops died C@nada, Chile,andlragtocelebrate  Ina Feb. 29 news release, the International Network of Solidarity
also withdrawn civilian advisors outside a small American base ir}N'th us. _ with Political Prisoners and other solidarity groups announced that
from Afghan government NangarharProvinceinthe midstof. 'he founding of the Tudeh - the Superior Court Judicial District of Bogota-Criminal Chamber had
institutions. a demonstration in which two ~arty of Iran in October of 1941 ordered Liliany’s immediate release. The decision may reflect the
As Tom Engelhardt and Nick protestors were also killed. AnC2Me In response to the urgentpossibility of a legitimate peace process in the country, which for
Turse wrote in th@om Dispatch Afghan soldier gunned the p0||tlca|g social a_nd economic ngeds de_cades has been racked by a civil war provoked by the Colombian
blog on Feb. 28, “Eleven years in Americans down and then escape! '"nian society and working ruling classes. : .
people, and to continue as an A powerful advocate of human and labour rights, Liliany Obando
organized political force, the path has been held in pre-trial detention since August 8, 2008, a total of
of freedom fighters of the early three years and seven months of arbitrary imprisonment without trial
1900s during the Constitution on charges of “rebellion.”
Revolutionofiran,andafewyears  Liliany was arrested while serving as the Human Rights Coordinator
later whenthe Communist Party of for Fensuagro, Colombia’s largest organization of peasant farmers
Iran was working and was and farm workers unions and associations. She had been preparing
eventually banned in 1931 by the a report about the more than 1,500 Fensuagro members killed by
1st Pahlavi. Colombian military and paramilitary troops over its first 30 years of
Responding to an objective existence.
need of society, itwas only natural  The case was stretched for years without resolution. Even when
that the Tudeh Party of Iran (TPI) the Colombian Supreme Courtruled that the evidence againsther was
would be widely welcomed by the ' inadmissible, she continued to be jailed despite international protests.
working people. In that time, Iran  Her release was announced concurrent with the “Colombia Behind
was an under-developed country Bars” conference in support of 8,000 political prisoners.
in which capitalism was growing,  However, the court process has not been suspended and Liliany
and the working class was being still could be sent back to jail. While the so-called “farc-politica” frame-
formed. Each was in the course of up against human rights activists has now completely collapsed, the
establishing its own institutions. = Colombian state may find another pretext to detain Liliany again, or
With the establishment of TPI,  she could become a target of murderous right-wing paramilitaries.
labour  unions, peasant  Solidarity groups are therefore demanding that the Colombian
organizations, women, youth and state guarantee Liliany’s safety and personal integrity, and that of her
student organizations, and family.
progressive journalist and peace  Moments after receiving the news, Liliany spoke from the Buen
organizations (againstthe growing Pastorwomen'’s prison to a representative of the International Network
global threat of fascism) were forthe Political Prisoners.
formed. Over just a few years, a  “| have mixed emotions,” Liliany said. “l want to leave, but | don’t
greatleap forward was experienced want to leave the other political prisoners behind. We have to keep
in the fields of philosophy, working until all the political prisoners are free”
literature, science and culture, and

Drone war resumes in Pakistan

Drone: Anunmanned alroraft
remataly pilotad by military command

.#.‘ -

After arespite following the November 2011 killing of 24 Pakistani
soldiers near the Afghan border, the U.S. hasresumedits “drone
war” in the northwest tribal region. President Obama calls the
attacks a “targeted, focused effort at people who are on a list of
active terrorists”. But the Bureau of Investigative Journalism,
basedinLondon, cites credible reports thatbetween 282 and 535
civilians, including more than 60 children, have been killed in
drone attacks since Obama took office.
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What can one do against so much hatred?

My Brother for life, being there to support Sary ando punish all of us in that way.
I never thought I would have tothe boys. Today I've been remembering

then yet built. Although you can’t affection nurtured by the ties of
see me, you know I'm there,kinship and shared experience that

write this letter. We share the same The hatred that deprives me othose great days from your time asogether with yours, who are alsounite us, is and always will be with

lack of enthusiasm for letter asportsman. Youinthe pool

writing, a fact clearly The U.S. National Committee To and us up in the stands,

demonstrated during ou shouting your name as you
respective internationalis Free The Cuban Five has published -

missions and - more this letter from Rene Gonzalez, to youintermittently, when you
conclusively -intheunique  his brother Roberto Gonzalez raised your head to breathe
experience of the last 20 Sehwerert. Roberto, a member of Youtold us how sometimes
years. In other words, onl\ the Jegal team of the Cuban Five, is Youheardyourwholename,

conditions as extraordlnar . other times just the
as the present ones induc " hospital, gravely ill with cancer. beginning or the end. So we

me to write. trained ourselves to wait ‘till
Under normal conditions, theseseeing our nephews and niecegour head was out of the water an
things should said be face to facegrow up; they have become merthen all shout your name in unison
and a lot of them wouldn’t evenand women in the last few yearsYou couldn’t see us, but the din we
need to be said at all. You haveHow proud you must be of your made told you we were with you,
enough on your plate with thischildren! evenifwe couldn'tintervene directly
pitched battle against a disease The hatred that prevents manthefierce struggle taking placei
thatis trying to devour you, without from simply embracing my brother. the swimming pool.
on top of that having to face aThatobliges me tofollowfroman History is now repeating itself.
human ailment that is much moreabsurd and distant confinement &Vhile you are committing all your
lethal: hatred. process of which | should be partefforts to this struggle, | am herg
The hatred that stops me fronlike anyone else who has served aheering you on, now togethe
reciprocating all the efforts, with prison sentence, initself quite longwith the family that you had not
that well-deserved hug we Fiveenough and imposed precisely out
would like to give you. of hatred; but for him, still

mine. You know that this brother,you. Every time you raise your
from his strange exile, from thehead, you'll be able to hear me
sorrow of forced separation, undesshouting, together with my

swam. Our voices reachedthe most absurd conditions ofnephews and nieces.
supervised freedom, based on the Breathe, brother, breathe!!
dignity of his status as a Cuban Your brother who loves you,
patriot (like you) and on the Renée

Rene and Roberto Gonzalez in their youth

The hatred that does not let meénsufficient. TUdeh Party hOnourS 70 years Of Struggle' .

laugh with you at the each of the What can one do against so
happenings that spring from yourmuch hatred? Whatwe have always
immense courage. done, | suppose: love life and fight

continued from page 9

injustice exists. internationalism, and we are proud
We salute, respect andtobeamember ofthe globalfamily

The hatred that obliges me toforit, both for ourown andforthat ~ Despite the short periods of timeremember those who sacrificedof progressive and communist

guess, by the sound of yourofothers. Confrontevery obstaclein our party’s history when it has

their lives and livelihood to stay parties. We all have our own

breathing on the telephone, thavith a smile on our lips, an aptbeen able to operate openly - lesfaithful to the ideals of the party independent analyses, we struggle
fluctuating fortunes of the battle witticism, and with that optimism than ten years in total - our partyand the working people. Neitherunder various circumstances, and

you are waging. instilled in us from childhood. Presshas had great successes, while

ihe reactionary and despoticmay even have our differences in

The hatred that causes me then, tough it out, never give in,has been the target of both theegimes, norimperialism have anyopinion and analysis, but our family
anguish of not being able to shar@always together shoulder toreactionary regimes of Shah andntention to ensure a decent andights for the same humanitarian
in the caring for all those who loveshoulder, however hard they try tathe present theocratic regime, angeaceful life for the working people ideals and we rely on each other’s
you; and which stops me fromisolate me from family and friends,imperialism which sees our partyand masses, as we witness todagupport and solidarity to win our

threat to their anti-popular anti-
national interests.

“disbanded” by both regimes, its

supporters have been persecute

executed. The most dreadful cas

Revolution
from the

South
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and communists in general as avhen the Iranian people aredomestic and international battles.

seriously threatened in a militaryWe help each other out; our
face-off and warmongering, by thecomrades’ working proudly among

Our party has been “banned” andmperial powers from outside, andthe ranks of the CP of Canada is a

by the reactionary, anti-people,greatexample of thiscommitment.

campaigns have been smeared, beéimeocratic regime of Iran. We all have a tough road ahead of
accused of treachery and a pawn of Today, the people of Iran areus, and a tough battle to fight. But
the Soviets! Our members andsuffering from unprecedentedit is worth the effort and we are

foverty, oppression, and sociaproud ofit, because itis for a better

exiled, jailed, tortured, murdered andand economic injustice. The regiméife for the working people.

@as closed all the doors to a Onceagain,we salute our fallen

was the raids of the early 1980’s andiemocratic society. We believe thecomrades, and pledge to continue

. . mass murder of hundreds of cadresirst step would be to dispose oftheir historic battle against
The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five members and supporters, includinghe Supreme Leadership of onalictatorship and imperialism, for
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5tH dans of party leaders - many ofwhonperson and its control systemdemocracy, independence and
of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that ha Fr&@re prominent scientists and sociabeyond and above the ordinarysocial justice; for socialism.

the Cuban Eive: and politicalfigures -inacriminal actstructure of a civil society, and Long Live Tudeh Party of Iran,

N . _ in the summer of 1988, knownestablishanormaldemocratic civiche Party of the working class and
E—mall.pregdeqt@whﬂehquse.gov commonly as the “National societyinwhich people are able tavorking people of Iran! Long Live
Ontheweb: http:/iwww.whitehouse.gov/contact Catastrophe”. participate freely. International Solidarity! Socialism
Phone 1-202-456-1111 But thanks to the heroic efforts  Our party strongly believes inis the Futurele
_||:_a|x 1-202-;156-_34638 < Ob TheWhite H of its faithful activists, and due to

elegram: Fresiaentbarac ama, Inevvhite Rouse, its deep roots in the working class i i
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA and working people, our party SpamSh students attacked by riot cops
For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or survivgd and rose again, like a sz_inis_h student Ieaders_ accuseq BarceI(_)na police of brutality for
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca phoenix, to continue the struggle;charging into a demonstration outside the city’s stock market on the

afightthatwill be fought as long asevening of Feb. 29.

Mass protests against education cuts took place in Madrid and
Valencia, but only in Barcelona did they turn violent with TV footage
showing protesters hurling rocks and setting fire to bins. But the footage
was misleading as police had launched an attack on demonstrators with
rubber bullets and truncheons.

Angeris mounting over education cuts, with some schools reportedly
so poor that they have had to borrow money from pupils’ parents.
Money has dried up as education and health are funded by regional
authorities, which were banned last month from running budget deficits.

The issue is especially sensitive as the young have suffered most
from government cuts. Unemployment in Spain is currently at 23.3 per
cent, the highestinthe EU, butis nearing 50 per cent for 16-24-year-olds.

But Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Garcia-Margallo warned that
Brussels would not tolerate any relaxation in the austerity agenda.
The government has hinted that it will plead for a deficit target of 5.3 to
5.5 per cent in the next budget - but the EU Commission has said it must
slash it to 4.4 per cent.

Garcia-Margallo said the EU was unlikely to change its
“recommendation” by “more than a few decimal points.”

EU officials said Spain’s “2012 budget will have to comply with the
recommendations” and the issue would not be up for discussion at an
upcoming meeting of the European Council.

EU statistics office Eurostat revealed on March 1 that unemployment
in the eurozone has hit its highest level since the single currency was
adopted. The unemploymentrate hit 10.7 per centin January, with Spain
and Greece worst-affected.

(Morning Star) e
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WFTU opens regional office in ~ Africa /74T 3 -2 -3 < 4

The World Federation of Tradeand the peoples of Africa. earners according to the class the¥
Unions calls its first Africa  “Onthe one hand, this new stefbelong to. 3 : : :
Regional Office “a greatlandmark proves the progress of the work of “The first tasks of the WFTU Victoria, BC gﬁgoﬁn\gvggég;'g&tégguéeaio
in the development of the WFTU in South Africa. On the Regional Office in South Africa 31st Annual Walk for Peace, March 31, 7 pm Musel’Jm of
international struggle forthe labourother hand, it is a signal of theare: Earth, and Justice, Sat., April ' '

: ; : . : : . . Vancouver (1100 Chestnut).
rights and interests of the workingstarting point for the fulfilment of *to strengthen the relations of the21, gather at the Legislature Tickets at 604-255-0400. or
class against capitalist exploitationan important action plan of theclass-oriented and militant tradel1:30 am, walk at 12 noon to www.cope.bc.ca '

and imperialism.” The office was WFTU, not just for South Africa union organisations of SouthCentennial Square for ' R

opened in Johannesburg, Soutbutalso for the whole continentinAfrica with the WFTU. Our speeches, entertainment, info Winnipeg, MB

Africaon Feb. 11. general according to the decision€ommon history is long and militanttables. Call 250-888-2588. . : -
With 80 million membersin 120 of the 16th World Trade Union and we have ahead of us thg Marxism course, information
countries, the WFTU has itsCongress of the WFTU (April potentialforgreaterclassstruggle or to register, contact the
headquarters in Athens. A news2011)... in South Africaandinternationally: No War on Iran, Sat., March CommunistParty, tel. 586-7824
release from the WFTU reports: ~ “Based on the three basic* to enhance and motivate17,12Noon,ArtGallery(Robson 2" send email to cpe-

“With the substantial and principles of the WFTU - international solidarity with the side), organized by StopWar, mb@changetheworldmb.ca.
irreplaceable supportby the WFTUdemocracy, collectivity and the struggle of the working class andyancouver'sbroad-based peace
affiliates in South Africa, the classstruggle - the Regional Officethe people of Swaziland forthe enctpalition, http://stopwar.ca, ’
militant trade unions of National in close collaboration with the of the brutal and undemocratiCemail stopwar@resist.ca. Dinnerand Eveningin praise
Union of Metalworkers of South Central Offices of the WFTU, the regime and against the activity OfCommunit March Against of Dave Rigby , Sat.,March 17,
Africa (NUMSA), the National new Centre will promote tradethe monopolies who are Iooting,Racism S){Jnday Mgrch 18 doorsqpenGpm.Ausp:C_entral
Education, Health and Allied union education, encourage theenslaving and imprisoning Ourgather 2 pm at blark Park’ Committee, CPC. For tickets
Workers Union (NEHAWU), the affiliation of new members of the brothers and sisters in Swaziland(14th & Commercial), march andinfo, call 416-469-2446.
Police and Prison Civil Rights Union WFTU and the TUIs. At the same* to confront the problems of the '

i Ontario Day of Action:
(POPCRU) and the Chemical,time,itwill collaborate and mobilise working people of the African Loloaiang\g;v;/n;irigl)(lzf%? Demand prgsperity, Not

Energy, Paper, Printing, Wood andhe member-organisations and theegion directly and effectively with speakers Austerity, Sat., April 21, 3-5

Allied Workers Union friends of WFTUinthe workplaces, specific action; to discuss, to o . pm, Queen’s Park, organized

(CEPPWAWU), the WFTU Africa where they work and live. cooperate and to express in &€ft Film Night, “Phil Ochs: & - i Federation of Labour
; ; ; ; w1t will 1ini i idaritv i There But For Fortune” : ;

Regional Office will play its It will unite the workers in the powerful way the solidarity in the ' and allies. For info call OFL,

protagonist role in the private and public sectors. It will working places, the strikes, thedocumentaryontheradicalU.S. ;¢ 521 3087
enhancement of the class-orientednite the workers independentlydemonstrations and other forms ofolksinger, Sun., March 25,

strugglesin the African Region for of their colour, religion and political action.” Centre for Socialist Education,  IVRIEY IR0 S

the benefit of the working classbeliefs. It will unite all the wage-  (www.wftucentral.org) ® 706 Clark Dr. Come at 6 pm for lestini q
the annual Pasta Dinner ($12), Palestinians And Jews
proceeds to People’s Voice United, boycott/disinvestment/

Fund Drive, followed by film 7 ~Sanctions picket, every
Frank Kenned 1928_2012 pm. Call 604-255-2041 for Saturday,1-3pm,outside Israeli
) shoe store “NAOT”, 3941 St-

information. -
Denis Street.

One of the most outstandingVDLC's Metropolitan Advisory Kennedy held true to his idealf
leaders of the west coast labouCommittee, he played a crucialof social justice, labour rights .
movement, Frank Kennedy,role in the formation of the human equality, and worlg IWD h T t
passed away on Feb. 19 at th€ommittee of Progressive Electorppeace. He played a huge role |n marC In Oron O
age of 83. Born in Oak Ridges,in 1968. He became the firstmobilizing broad sections o = [

Ontarioin 1928, Frank worked aspresident of COPE, which unitedpeople around these ideal,
a teenager in the Toronto areathe labour movement, communitybuilding unity around the critica
and then across the prairies. He®rganizations, Communists, Newissues of the times rather thgn
began working in British Democrats and other dividing over other differences|
Columbia in 1946 as a seamarprogressives in the struggle for Frank's memorial, held atthe
aboard coastal tankers,civicreforms. Whenthe ColdWarMaritime Labour Centre o
freighters and tugs. He startecheated up in the early 1980s, hélarch 4th, saw hundreds o
longshoring in 1951, and soonwas the founding chair andfriends and activists share thejr
became aleading member of th@resident of End the Arms Race, anemories of this remarkablg
International  Longshore coalition which brought togetherleader of the struggle for 3
Workers Union in Vancouver. hundreds oflabour, faith, political better world. The Communis} § L

Among other positions, he and community groups and drewParty of Canada‘'s Centra : =t th 0
served as secretary-treasurer gfver 100,000 people to its largesExecutive Committee and B( ) ] .
the ILWU Canadi)gn area, aannual marches. Inlater years, h@rovincial Committee, and th¢ WGES ) nEcl““" oun GITY
member of the BC Federation ofwas a director ofthe B.C. FORUM, Editorial Board of People's ' * TOGETH = g
Labour executive, and presidentepresenting the ILWU's retired Voice, extend their deepeqt [l WE ARE STRONGER
of the Vancouver and District members, and remained an activeondolences to Frank's famil
Labour Council. supporter of COPE, the anti-warand we pledge to carry forwar
Frank was also a deeplymovement, and other progressivéis legacy of working clasg

passionate activist in hisstruggles. commitmentto aworld of peacg
community. As chair of the To the end of his life, Frank and socialism.

Thousands took part in the annual International Women's Day
event in Toronto on March 3. Many carried banners against the
threat of war, and opposing the attack on jobs and public services,

Ap peal tO E u ro pe IS Join & BFti-weF rally to say which hits women disproportionately harder. (PV photo: Ed Bil)

No War on Iran

unemployed... . People'svVoice deadlines

; Our parties call you to struggle I R A April 1-15 issue: Thursday, March 22
continued from page 12 every day, to struggle for the _ April 16-31issue: Thursday, April 5
unemployed. Comprehensiveabolition of exploitation, for a | Same lies, same plan Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,

medical pharmaceutical health-caresociety without unemployment, for

and social security protection.socialism which can satisfy the Siturdday, Mirch 17, 12 o 706 Clark DI‘IV?, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
Freezing of their loans andneeds of the people. Vancouver Art Eﬂﬂb':;'rg““w <pvoice@telus.net>
mortgages. Communist Party of Greece,

Unemploymentis not a naturalWorkers Party of Ireland, ) 7 N
phenomenon. It is bred by theCommunist Party of Ireland,| Organized by the TORONTO

capitalist system which is SocialistParty of Latvia, Socialist| StopWar Coalition
characterized by the anarchy irPeople’s Front of Lithuania, http://stopwar.ca

production, by exploitation. CommunistParty ofthe Peopleso|  stopwar@resist.ca Satu rday, Ma rCh 17

Only a socialist economy, thatSpain e
is to say a centrally planned Doors open 6 pm

iR REDS ON THE WEB Dinner and Evening
means of production can guarante WWW Communist-party ca f b
‘ ‘ In Praise of Dave Rigby

the righttowork for all. Thisiswhat

happened in the Soviet Union ang www peoplesvoice ca

the other socialist countries and i ) . :

is a historical achievement and ong WWW.}/CI-I[C. (of | Ausp: Central Committee, CPC
For tickets and info, call 416-469-2446

of the many accomplishments of .
the socialist countries. www.solldnet.org
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New “austerity treaty” signed in Brussels

With files from the Morning ould not be here.”

Star (UK)

Finnegan continued: “This equally draconian punishmentsforAnd it buries once and for all the

But many eurozone politicianstreaty represents the most seismiany breach of those rules. It will tiehope of a Social Europe”.
fear that the tighter spending ruleshiftin our relations withinthe EU the hands not only of this

“We reject,” said Finnegan “the

The leaders of 25 of the 27inthe treaty willlimittheirroomto since the Single European Act ofjovernment but of all future populist posturing of Fianna Fail

European Union member statesnanoeuvre.

1987. It introduces a serious ofgovernments into the foreseeabléin demanding and welcoming a

signed anew EU treaty in Brussels Critics warn that, if ratified, draconion economic rules, withfuture asregards economic policyreferendum on this treaty. Twice in

on March 2 that aims to bolster thegovernments of eurozone states
power of unelected EU authoritieswould be forced to cap public

the last decade they have rejected
the decision of the Irish people on

to dictate economic policy acrossspending, privatise state propertyf,
the bloc. increase indirect taxes, reduce

Only the governments of thewages, and deregulate the domestic

Czech Republicand Britain decidedmarket.

not to sign the Stability, Co-

ordination and Governance inthejrish referendum

Economic and Monetary Union

Treaty, which bars member states Irish citizens will have a say on

from running deficits of more than whether their government shoulg

0.5 per centof annual output undesign the austerity treaty, Taoiseac

pain of regressive “structuralEnda Kenny announced on Feh.

reforms.” 28, hours after Attorney-Genera
German Chancellor AngelaMaire Whelan advised him that

Merkel, akey playerinthe draftingthe Irish constitution requires a

of the pact, said the member stategferendum. A date has yet to b

who signed sent “a strong signalnnounced for the vote.

-

1172

of a politically united Europe.”  of successful campaigns for Nd
European Commission votes against the Nice and LisborJI
president Jose Manuel Barrosareaties, argues that the new rule
added: “Frommonetary union, weare designed to feather big
are now progressing towards &ankers’ sumptuous nests at the
true economic union.” expense of the general public.
But the treaty has to be ratified Speaking in the Dail, party
by the national governments of apresident Gerry Adams predicted
least 12 of the 17 eurozone stateshat far from helping to regenerate

that we are focusing on the future = Sinn Fein, which has been parps
S

P

i,

£t

both the Nice and Lisbon treaties.
Their utterings of this issues have
no credibility”.

Padraig Mannion, Workers
Party spokesperson on the EU
added: “Once again the people of
Ireland are the only people offered
achance to vote on this vital treaty.
As a party we will oppose this
treaty and | am confident that the
people willrejectitdecisively. The
imposition in the treaty of
permanent Thatcherism into the
& economy; the limitations on social
: investment; the subservient
\ *;.__,‘ & position of our Oireachtas

(Parliament) in our own economic
policy; and the prioritisation of the
needs of the banking sector are all
anathema to the Irish people. The
governmentthemselves know that
the people are opposed to this
treaty and that is why the
governmentwere so determined to
avoid a referendum. We look
forward to the campaign ahead
with confidence.”®

= -

at atime when many citizens havehe economy “it will condemn the
become actively hostile to bothpeople here, particularly those
the EU and the euro. people in lower and mid-income

Two years of regressivebprackets, to this government’s
austerity foisted on poorer EUterrible policy of austerity.”
states countries by the EuropeaMr Adams warned that the treaty
Commission and the Europearwould hand “what limited fiscal
Central Bank have served to boospower remains in this parliamentto
unemployment and erode livingunelected and undemocratic
standards, triggering anofficials in Brussels.

An appeal to the millions

of unemployed in Europe

unprecedented outpouring of “|t's little wonder that Fianna Joint Statement of the

popular trade

opposition.
Inabidto blackmail citizensandconsensus for cuts and we ar

legislators, Brussels has decidegoing to see that replay again.”

that financial aid from the Workers Party of Ireland

union-led Fail supports this. Fianna Fail

'‘Communist and Workers’
®arties of the countries with
fighest unemployment in
the EU

statistics, but experience the samemash whatever the anti-people

nightmare of unemployment. offensive in the previous period
We address the semi-employedhad left upright, especially after

the agency workers, the workerdhe Maastricht Treaty.

without social security, those who  Inthis harshreality, a handful of

work in a state of employment byplutocrats have made fabulous

eurozone’s new bailout fund, thepresident Michael Finnegan has Workers, Unemployed, the rotation with flexible shifts, with profits. And yet they demand

European Stability Mechanism,welcomed
will be limited to states that havedecision.
enacted it. “The government”

the

referendumCommunist and Workers Partiesndividual contracts, with piece- further measures. Their crisis is
of the countries of Europe whichwork contracts, who experiencenot a debt crisis, it is a capitalist
said have been most affected byemployer intimidation, who face crisis which came about due to the

European Council PresidentFinnegan “have been draggedinemployment Spain, Greecethe danger of dismissal andover-accumulation of capital.

Herman Van Rompuywasinbullishkicking and screaming to thisLithuania, Latvia and Ireland call unemployment.
mood, telling the heads of EUannouncement. It is clear that abn you to struggle and organize.

In order to overcome the crisis
We addressthosewhoareforceth favour of capital, the

member states: “You now all havethe highest levels of government We address the 24 millioninto unpaid labour under theindustrialists, the bankers and the
to convince your parliaments andn Ireland and the EU there was‘officially” unemployed peoplein pretence of opportunities to returnother sections of the plutocracy
voters that this treaty is anserious collusion to draft a treatythe European Union, particularlyto work; those who are deprived ofalong  with their political
important step to bring the eurothat could be foisted on the peopléhe long term unemployed, thetheir entittements to redundancyrepresentatives impose hard
durably back into safe waters.  without a referendum. It is a goodunemployed young people andpayments by employers’ pleadingmeasures in order to further reduce
“I am most confident you will day for democracy that thosewomen who are most badly“inability to pay”; workerswhoare the price of labour power and force
succeed,”hewenton.“Youare allunderhand tactics have beemffected. We addressallthosewhon strike and engaged inmore people into unemployment.
gifted politicians, otherwise you rejected by the Attorney General”.are not recorded in the official occupations and sit-ins to protect In this situation the people’s

their jobs and rights. resistance to these harsh measures
We also address the farmerdias been hindered by those

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,

NOT FOR PROFITS!

who are being wiped out, the smalkelements in the trade union and

professional and self-employedlabour movementwho, havinglong

who have been led to closure byago accepted the logic and the
the assault of the monopolies, thédeology of capitalism, now plead
anti-people political line of that there is no alternative but to

Every issue of PeopLE’s Voice austerity which attacks thesuccumb tothe offensive of capital.

gives you the latest on the working class-popular families. The way forward is to win the

All of you, as well as every majority of workers and their

ﬁghtback_from coast to coast. worker today, better understand$amilies for class based popular

Whether it' s the struggle to defeat

the HarperT ories, resist ance to

social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba

or workers’ struggles around the

world, we've got the news the

corporate media won't print.

people’s

Voic

U $30 for 1 year  $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year

that this labour “jungle” is struggles on the strategy which
spreading and is becoming gromotes their interests. The
general law which, slowly or Communist and Workers parties
quickly, big capital, its mustbe atthe heartofthis process.
governments, and the EU seek to Struggle together with the class-
impose in every workplace. Thereoriented forces, together with the
is no time to lose. Communist and Workers parties.
In the countries where ourOrganize in your unions and

revolutionary perspective, helping

to build the movement s for justice

Postal Code

and equality , and eventually for a

socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue! L
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Send to: People’s Voice,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

And we do more than that—we Name parties operate, Spain, Greeceyorkplaces. Contribute to the
report and analyze event s from a Lithuania, Latvia and Ireland, development of activity. In this
Address unemployment has reached verylirection the strength of the

dangerous levels. The bourgeoisvorking class can be reinforced.
class in each country and the Demand immediate measures
predatory alliance of the EU as &or the protection of the
whole, have declared war on theunemployed: decent unem-
working class and the poor populaployment benefit for all the
strata. The capitalist economic
crisis brings new measures which

see APPEAL, p. 11




