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Are the protesters seen here really "supporters of freedom"? Or are they trying to overthrow a democratic
government which has been repeatedly elected with majority voter support ?

3 INSIDE

Shafting the poor 3

Fortunately nobody was killed in . Once again, the government o
a recent fire at a residence in Protect pUbllc schools North Kogrea facesgaccusations of
Edmonton for adults with Pressures are being created to serious abuses. But the history @f
disabilities. But the case raises huge expand funding for religious Korea shows that imperialism aro
questions about hoAlberta treats schools in Ontario, at the expense its local allies have committed
people with disabilities. of the public education system. enormous crimes.

Korea's tragic past
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Public auto insurance: fair to young drivers,t  axifleet s

month. They have no choice. Inessentially starved them out untiland to reduce transit fares. must stay in Canada for develop-
many parts of Ontario, a car isthey capitulated. The result? Most Public auto insurance could bement of a Canadian car that's small,

Young drivers and taxi fleet essentialifyouwork,andinsurancecab drivers make less than theart of the solution to reduceaffordable, fuel-efficient and
drivers in Ontario are among thosds compulsory, not an option.  minimum wage and work 72 to 84gridlock and cars in Ontario - environmentally sustainable.
hardest hit by greedy auto Ontario’spublictransportation hours a week. Now that’s slaverywhich would be good for people The solution is not more
insurance companies. Instead ofystems are not workable for The biggest fraudsters are theand the environment. privatization, but more public
paying premiums based on theimnyone travelling any distance tansurance companies, which the Recent calls to privatize publicownership and more public
records, these drivers pay theyotowork. Forthese people, a cagovernment refuses to confront, letransportation, including the TTC control. More democracy, and less
highest premiums in the province.s a tool of work. alone control. The Premier says it'sn Toronto, combined with Premier corporate greed.

Theinsurance companieswrite Why do the insurancetoo complex and she's afraid theWynn's determination to utilize  This should include public auto
their own ticket in Ontario. Their companies charge so muchZompanies will refuse to write tolls, taxes and user fees to fundnsurance, and a strong public
2012 profits of $4.4 billion (up Because they can. The Ontariansurance-liketheydidin Hamilton.transportation upgrades, are arbanand inter-city transportation
24% from 2011) are testament tayovernment allows themtobuilda Inthe four provinces with public logical extension of governmentsystem geared to meetthe needs of
their greed. 12% profit into every policy. auto insurance, premiums argolicy that has put corporate greeavorking people and the public.

No fault insurance, broughtin  Last spring the Wynn about50% lower than in Ontario,ahead of people’s needs for many If right wing governments and
by the Ontario Liberals in 2010 togovernment promised to makeand benefits are generousyears. Liberal, Tory, and NDP corporations are unwilling to move
bring down sky-high premiumsinsurance companies reducd-urthermore, premiums havegovernments have all contributedn this direction, they should be
affecting all drivers, slashedpremiums by 15%. But in nothingto do with age or addressactively or passively to this mess moved out of the way in the coming
benefits in half, while reducing December, the reduction was onlythey’re based solely on driving That's why Ontario is now facing election.
premiums by a fraction. Accident4% according to news reports, andecord. No more sky-high a crisis in transportation. Public auto insurance,
victims are paying the highestnot in premium cuts, but in so-premiums for young drivers and Now, Chrysler Corporation- is investmentin public transit, lower
price, with many forced to suecalled fraud reduction. fleet drivers. demanding $460 million in public fares, and unionized well-paid
their own insurers for the benefits Meanwhile, insurance  Asanadded bonus, these crowmoney to maintain its car plantstransportation jobs are at the core
they need and thought they had. companies refused to insure calgorporations are able to generatand 4,600 jobs in Windsor andof a progressive people’s

But young people, especiallyfleets in Hamilton until they surpluses for the public treasuryBrampton. They also want wage transportation policy. This will be
men under 25, are targeted by thaccepted rates that have sommuchasthe LCBO generates abouienefit, and pension concessiona critical issue in the coming
insurance companies. Some pagrivers paying $1,000 a month or$2 billion annually for Ontario’s from Chrysler workers. Ontario election.
premiums as high as $1,000 pemore. The insurance companiepublic purse. Thismoney couldbe Instead of bendingtoblackmail, Liz Rowley is leader of the

By Liz Rowley

used to build public transit in federal and provincial govern-Communist Party of Canada
Ontario, to expand GO transit andnents should tell Chrysler to invest(Ontario) and a candidate in the
other rapid inter-urban rail service,or not, but the plantand equipmentoming provincial electiorm

Peace Congress condemns
plans for “Regime Change”

In a Feb. 23 statement, the Canadian Peace Congress cond
foreigninterference in the internal affairs of Venezuela, as part of a |
to destabilize the country and provoke “regime change.”

“The v_iolent attacks against the Venezuelan people a!nd tr}_glr.nessage from the People’s
democratically elected government began on February 10, 'nVOlVW'(gice Editorial Board
masked demonstrators armed with Molotov cocktails, rocks and even carrying forward a 92-year oppression.
sniper rifles,” the Congress points out. “The leader of the right-wingHere’s asnap quiz. Ready? Giveradition of revolutionary Unlike the mainstream
Popular Will Party, Leopoldo Lopez, incited these events. Lopez ig dtrue or false” answer to thejournalism. Forover nine decadescorporate media, we want our
member of one of the wealthiest families in Venezuela, and participdtdidwing statements: The HarperPV and our predecessors haveeaders to hear directly from
directly in the failed coup attempt in 2002. Since the election @bnservatives are the party besanalysed events from a workingactivists in the people’s
Nicholas Maduro to succeed Hugo Chavez as president, Lopez gualified to handle the big economicclass perspective, to help build thenovements. We extend full
other wealthy oligarchs have worked with foreign powers to destabilid®llenges facing Canada; thdabour and people’s movementssolidarity with their actions,
the country through economic sabotage and, now, through a widespkéadlro dictatorship in Venezuelafor equality, peace, labour rights,helping to educate Canadians
campaign of violence. should be replaced by aexpandeddemocracy,sovereigntabout the issues at stake.

“With the largest known oil reserves in the world, Venezuela h@amocratically elected governmentand much more. We are Canada’s Like theCanadianandPacific
been a focal point for peace and self-determination in Latin Amerittee most significant issue for theleading socialist newspaper,Tribunesefore PV, we stand with
The country is of tremendous strategic importance to imperialiswerking people of Toronto is Rob reaching out to every corner of theour sisters and brothers on every

Kicking of four 2014 Fund Drive

social media in this country, emancipation from capitalist
People’s Voiceis truly unique, exploitation, racism, sexism, and

plans for the region. Despite consistent election victories and populdfityd’s substance abuse.

among the majority of Venezuelans, the government has been constantfyyou answered “yes” to any of
targeted by the elites in Venezuela and the United States governntkeese ridiculous statements, younternational Women's Day issuecapitalist rule, for working class
may be suffering a commoninyour hands rightnow. Thisissuepolitical power and an economy

to facilitate the plunder of the country’s resources...

country.

picketline and every fight for social

You can see this in thejustice. We call for an end to

The Canadian Peace Congress has demanded thataiheent: overexposure to thegives particular attention to payowned collectively by the people,
Government of Canada: denounce the anti-government violence @orgorate media. This disease hasquity, reproductive rights, not private capitalists. We urge
foreign interference in Venezuela; respect the Venezuelan peogbe’an knownto leave victims unabl€reedom from violence, and otherthe defeat of right-wing
right to determine the course of their social, economic and polititalunderstand the world aroundmportantdemands of the women’sgjovernments such as the Harper
development; and pursue a foreign policy of peace, solidarity dhdm. Fortunately, there is anmovement. As always, we link Tories, but we will never be

international cooperation in its relations with Venezuela.

,-------------------\

MAY DAY 2014
GREETING ADS

To mark May Day 2014, People's Voice will print
greetings from a wide range of labour and people's
organizations in our May 1-15 issue, which will be
distributed at events across Canada. The deadline for
camera-ready ads will be April 18; if PV is preparing the
layout, the deadline is April 16. Please check with us
about the format if your ad is being sent electronically.

Ad rates (based on 5 column page):

I One column-iNCN........ooovevieicieiieeeeee, $15 I
One column X 2inches.......cccooeeevevveeennnnnn.. $25

| |
One column x 3inches.......cccooeeevvvvveennnnnn.. $35

| Two columns X 2iNChes.........ccoeevvvveveeennnnn. $45 |

I Two columns x3inches......ccocvevvvvennnn.. $60 |

| Two columns x4 inches ..........coeeevvvvennnnee. $75 |

I Two columns Xx5inches........c.ccoevevvvvennnnee. $90 I
Three columns x 4 inches........cccceeveune. .. $110

I Two columns X 7inChes........ccooeevvvveeennnnn. $130 I

I Three columns x 7inches........c.coovev..... $180 |

Send greetings to People's Voice at:
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1
E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

,-------------
\-------------_

inexpensive cure. Regular readinghese critical struggles with thesatisfied to simply “stop making

of the working class press is theneed to build wide unity of all things worse.” Our view is that

best antidote to the “brain freeze"working class people - organizedwhile the bosses cannot exist
caused by uncritical consumptionand unorganized, across gendersyithout workers to generate
of right-wing newspapers andin all nations within the Canadianprofits, workers have no need for
electronic media. Andit's so easy!state and around the world. Thecapitalists. In fact, the world would

For just $30 a year, a unionizedight for gender and nationalbe much better off without

public employee will deliver equality is a crucial element of thecapitalist exploiters and imperialist
People’s Voice to your door... orworking class movement for full war-makers.

at least to the nearest supe

r

mailbox, if we don’t stop the attack
on Canada Post.

But we can't keep publishing
without your support. The Canadg
Post “restructuring” is just the
latest hurdle faced by independen
print publications. The steep
increases in mailing rates will add
several thousand dollars a year t
our expenses, affecting us just al
negatively as other small
companies across the country.

For this calendar year, we will
keep our subscription rates at th
currentlevels. Obviously, that will
have to change, but first, we hopé
to expand our paid subscription
base.

As always, we must rely on our
annual Press Fund Drive for abou
half of our overall budget. With
thisissue, the Drive for $50,000 s
officially underway.

Among the many progressive

News for
people, not
for profits!

o J

1%

publications, radio shows an

Forallthese reasons, we appeal
to readers to dig deep when you
receive your mail appeal for the
2014 PV Press Fund Drive. If you
agree that Canada needs aworking
class, socialist newspaper, please
help us to keep publishing.

As a special incentive, we are
repeating lastyear’s projectto raise
extrafunds. A generous friend has
again offered to contribute a further
$100, for each donation of at least
$300 received by March 31. For
example, if we get forty such
donations by March 31, our
benefactor will add a cheque for
another $4000. This amountis not
partof our provincial quotas, butit
will be used to purchase a badly-
needed new computer for our
editor, and to expand our web and
social media presence.

Starting with our nextissue, we
will report on the initial progress
of the Fund Drive. Thank you in
advance for your solidarity
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Save Ontario public schools:
one secular, public education system now!

The Communist Party of financial or a democratic and no funding for any religious secular and quality system ofcreated and deepened the crisis in
Canada (Ontario) is calling on theviewpoint. Ontario is now the only education.” public education. public education across the
Ontario government to takeprovince in Canada to publicly The CPC(O) “welcomes the Religious education is the province, withtheinevitable result
immediate steps to develop &und a parallel system of religiousrecent statement from theresponsibility of particularreligious that public confidence in the

single, universal and seculareducation.” Elementary Teachers Federatiomommunities, not publicinstitutions. system is being eroded. The stage
public education system in the “The practice of The Communist Party’s is being set for increased
province. publicly funding the call for one, secular privatization of education.”

In a Feb. news statement, theCatholic school system
CPC (O) urged all progressivesirhas  twice  been
Ontariotoraise thisdemand, alongondemned by the
with the introduction of a needs-United Nations, in 1999
based funding formula, asthe mosand again in 2005,”
effective means for saving andstated Elizabeth
improving public schools and Rowley, CPC(O)leader

system does not include “Education is a right, pure and
the idea of a blended orsimple,” said Rowley, “but making
combined system, in money off people’s needs is not.
which religious - As Ontarians prepare for
specifically Catholic - provincialand municipal elections
education would be an this year, we need to see a strong
optional stream. campaign that will reverse the trend
delivering universal, quality public and a former public “In addition to toward deep program and staff
education. schooltrustee. “The UN de-funding religious cuts, increased fees, privatization
The statement continues,stated very clearly that education, the Ontario and inequity. We need to demand
“Specifically, the Ontario Ontario needs to eliminateof Ontario (ETFO), calling for an government must act now tothat the province adequately fund
government must end the publiadiscrimination, on the basis ofend to public funding for Catholic introduce a needs-based fundingublic education, from cradle to
funding of the provincial Catholic religion, for public funding for schools. This demand, which hagsormula, that will guarantee grave. And we need local public
school system. Governments haveducation. This means that eithealso been made by the Ontaricsufficient education resources forschool boards and trustees who
tried to justify this through all religious groups are funded, orSecondary School Teacher'sschools, students andare prepared to fight for this
references to constitutionalnone are. For decades, théederation (OSSTF), should becommunities. The double-prongdemand and, if necessary, defy the
education rights for Catholics. InCommunist Party has continued teechoed in all areas of the provinceapproach of underfunding andgovernment’'s balanced budget
reality, however, this is an proposethatthe bestway to providentil the governmentcannolongebalanced budget legislation hadegislation."®
outdated, regressive andquality, and equality, is through aignore the issue. Polls have

discriminatory practice that the single,secular public school system¢onsistently shown that a majority :
public cannot afford, from either awith English and French boards,of Ontarians also want a single, TorontO-Y Ork I—abour COUﬂCll

backs Carnival Cruise boycott

- From USW -Delegates to the Toronto and York Region Labour
Dwa ne,s Home f're Council have voted unanimously to boycott Carnival Corporation
y cruises until the lengthy labour dispute at Crown Holdings is resolved.
* Labour Council President John Cartwright said at the meeting,
- - “Tonight, we are sending an important message to Carnival's CEO
ra'ses hu e ueSt'ons Arnold Donald, whois also a Crown Holdings director, that we hold him
responsible for Crown’s union busting. He can’t hide in the boardroom
anymore - he can and must act to stop Crown'’s attacks.”
s i : ; “We intend to expand the Carnival boycott across Canada and the
U.S. now that Canada’s largest labour council, representing almost
200,000 union members and their families, has taken this first step,”
said Ken Neumann, United Steelworkers National Director. “Tens of
thousands of union members and retirees can afford to take Carnival’s
cruises because of good union wages and decent retirements, and
Donald is slapping all working people in the face with these demands.
Carnival stands to lose a lot of customers as the boycott expands.”

Since Sept. 6, 120 USW members having been walking the picket
line at Crown’s Toronto metal packaging facility in an attempt to fend
off ruthless cuts, including a two-tier wage plan that would permanently
reduce new and younger workers’ wages by up to $9/hour.

“We are exposing each member of Crown'’s board of directors and
holding them accountable for the company’s shameful position towards
our members,” said Neumann. “Donald sits on the compensation
¢ : committee of Crown’s board and approved paying the Crown CEO
community of t_he disabled are $6,000 per hour and lucrative executive retirement benefits, while
highly ghettoized, and my : : remaining silent as the company slashed wages and benefits of workers
daughter, also disabled, is PViile photo: K. Cariou | 5 ghout North America.”
friends with her. As | was - . ) Carnival Corporation operates cruise ships under the Carnival,
listening to the radio, my forsomeone whose abilityto speako not accept a ride with @ Princess, Holland America, Cunard, Aida, Ibero, P&O, Seabourn and
sobbing was stilled when it wasfor herself is not the best. She hastranger on a bitterly cold night, ~qsta brands. All brands are covered under the boycott.
announced that all 130 hadfetal alcohol — syndrome, and from what she could te[l  the ysw is talking to retiree groups and unions throughout Canada
escaped the fire, and only onelevelopmental delay, andme, was raped. Now she was g0yt joining the boycott. The union is asking the public to send letters
had been taken to the hospitalschizophrenia. Last summer sheéemporarily displaced becauge i, arnold Donald via an online campaign, at www.usw.ca/labourstart.

The people involved were attended ademonstration to protesif this fire. For more information, see www.takebacksnomore.ca.
displaced fortwo and ahalfdaysthe cutting of funding by the From the two days that
and most were returned to theiprovincial government to PDD, housed her | can tell she |s
units since the fire involved the Persons with Developmentalextremely disabled and needs VDLC re_e|ects Joey Hartman
top corner of the hotel. Forty Delay. every dollar she was getting,
firefighters and fourteen pieces Since the cutting of this budgetdo all the staff and administratio
of equipment and vehicles wereher life has spiralled severelywho deal with her. There is n By Peter Marcus
involved with extinguishing the downward. She was cut herexcuse forheroranyonelikeher At the February 18 meeting of the Vancouver and District Labour
fire. The front page of the staffing forthe weekend althoughhaving their funding cut. Council, Joey Hartman was re-elected by acclamation to another term
Edmonton Sun showed a majoher weekday staffing remained Being of Aboriginal| as president. Also acclaimed were Terry Engler as 1st vice-president,
blaze. the same. Her fetal alcoholbackground, the source of her stephenVon Sychowskias 2nd vice-president, Georgi Bates as recording

Thefirst question that outragedsyndrome makes social decisionslisability has the potential to b secretary and Paul Sihota as treasurer.
me WaSWhySO many h|gh-need$ilfflcu|t She is eaSin led and traced to Canada’s residentipl It was announced at the meeting by Hospita| Emp|oyees Union
disabled people were beinghousedince many disabled people arschool policy, but | will neverl  delegate Graham O’Neill, that the bid by the Pulp and Paper Workers
under such ConcentratedCOmOI’bid with a lot of drug and know that with any Certainty of Canada (a non_affi"ate)' to raid maintenance workers at Vancouver
conditions. We had never beeralcohol involvement, combined But | do know that disabilityl General Hospital, Lions Gate Hospital and Children’s and Women’s
allowed to visit. It seemed to mewith the fact that much of the costs big time, and if we creatgd Hospital was quashed by the Labour Relations Board of British Columbia.
that it didn't take a lot of disabled community live and thisproblemwe should notshi The VDLC announced its sponsorship of the annual International
imagination to conclude that thisassociate in a ghetto, she iourresponsibility. Women's Day dinner at Fraserview Hall on March 7, and the May Day
m|ght bearecipe for disaster. Thél‘equenﬂy making pOOI’deCiSionS The OtherqueStion thatlooms march on May 1 on Commercial Drive' both in Vancouver.
newspapers said this was a thirded by the men she associateso large is why we ask the bud Stephen Von Sychowski reported that there will be another support
fire at Dwayne’s Home. People towith. Since the loss of her PDDto be balanced on the back pf picket for the locked out workers at IKEA. There is still no agreement
whom | spoke said the first two weekend staff, she has becompeople so disabled, while thoge in this lengthy lockout, particularly on dealing with scabs.
fires were waste basket fires. ~ evicted from her apartment.who can pay don't. Why are th Special guest Deborah Litman, organizer for the Metro Vancouver

When | speak for my While in Dwayne's Home she oil royalties so low and the Alliance, announced the founding assembly of this organization will be
daugh'[el"S friend | am speakingwas not able to make the decisiomlefenceless asked to pa/’) on March 19. The alliance was set up to start dia'ogue and build
relationships amongst groups in the area for mutual sugport.

By Corinne Benson,
Edmonton e

On February 12, there was 4 |
fire at Dwayne’s Home, a hotel [,
in Edmonton that has beer}
converted into a transitional
housing facility for 130 people,
who are probably all on AISH,
Alberta’s “assured income for
the severely handicapped”
program.

These individuals are in the
category of homeless ana
considered hard to house.
know one of them because thg

—
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EDIT ORIALS

Ominous events in Kiev

The latest so-called “colour revolution” has led to a coup agg
the elected government of Ukraine. This development brings
dangers for Ukraine and for the entire region.

The circumstances of the coup are not identical to the imper

attempts to overthrow the governments of Syria or Venezuelg. As

the Ukrainian communists have made clear, the ousted Pres
Yanukovych and his party represent the interests of one sect
the oligarchic clans in that country, associated with anti-worl
class policies and corruption.

But there are serious reasons to fear the outcome of the stjuggle

which has rocked Kiev and other cities in recent months. Oneis the
participation within the “opposition” forces by a wide range of fas
racist, and even pro-Nazi movements. Aligning with the “nationa
groupings which occupied the Maidan square in Kiev, these eler

included violentthugs who battled the government’s police and solglie

The fascist groups will help to provide stormtroopers for the
regime’s attacks on the working class of Ukraine.

While some in Ukraine may believe that a tilt towards
European Union will bring economic prosperity, other count
have gone through a very different experience. Membership i
EU has not meant privileges for the workers of Greece, Port
Italy or Spain. Throughout this entire region, EU-imposed aust
cuts have resulted in skyrocketing unemployment, lower wages
the gutting of public services. Any “bailout” from the EU will con
with the same strings attached, wiping out Ukrainian soverei

Not least, a new pro-western governmentin Kiev will streng
the US-led NATO war alliance, and increase military tension
eastern Europe.

Make no mistake. The “revolution” in Kiev aims at crushing
Ukrainian working class, selling out the country to Europ
capital, and tightening the imperialist noose around Russia. NO
this is any reason for working people to celebrate.

Stop the “Unfair Elections  Act”

Like a runaway freight train, the so-called “Fair Elections A
will be difficult to stop, and the results could be just as disastf
In a typical example of Tory double-speak, when Bill C-23 \
tabled in Parliament by the minister of state for “democr
reform”, Pierre Poilievre, he claimed the changes will “incre
democracy.” One day later, Poilievre moved to cut off the
round of debate in the House of Commons.

By now, everyone knows that the Conservatives blatantly
about holding “consultations” with Chief Electoral Officer M3
Mayrand aboutthis legislation. The bill denies Elections Canad
powers it needs to investigate election fraud such as the
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Venezuela: who' s the bully?

of the 2002 coup, should be trusted Despite all this, mainstream
,an in the wake of allegations of it beingwestern outlets have failed to view
he Imagine you went to school with oppressive. Unfortunately, therecent allegations of government
nty2 bully, someone who intimidatesanalogy hasn't held. As oppositionviolence in Venezuela through a
efgnd physically assaults othercampaigns such ascritical lens. There has been little
S irstudents to get their way. Imagine#PrayForVenezuelahave gone viraldiscussion in the mainstream press
one of the bully’s targets is anpeople have forgotten theof the role of Washington and
hehonours student with no blotchesopposition’s consistent role as thevenezuela’s reactionary opposition
LarPn his/her permanent record. Finallypully. _ _ o inthe violence. thher,theresponse
"~ Imagine you are approached by the What is more incredible is thatthus far has seemingly been one that
neBrﬁlly. The bully tells you the honoursthe list of Venezuela’s bullies alsotakes the credibility of Venezuela’s
student has been beating up othencludes the US government, whichopposition for granted, and, as the
kids, and that you should doopenly funds the Venezuelannormallyapolitical celebrity George
whatever it takes to stop the violenceopposition and has been linked toTakei did, acts as if westerners are
Now chances are if you are mosthe 2002 coup. indifferent to the plights of
ct” people, you would not buy the Priorto Chavez'srise, VenezuelaVenezuelan dissidents.
budully’s attempt to the play the angelwas a close US ally, including in  This only shows why the bullies
asand slander his/her very likeable, 1989 when Venezuelan securityof the world are far more
hticand trustworthy enemy. forces massacred anti-IMFdomineering than the bullies of
hse Unfortunately, it seems we do notdemonstrators. The US record in theschoolyards. Many westerners know
irsthave this common sense when itcome@st of Latin America is even moreabout the repressive tendencies of
toourperception ofinternational politics.abhorrent. The US is a strong backetheir governments that include the
Iie(#” 2002, Venezuela’s oppositionofVenezuela’'s neighbour Colombia,practice of torture, drone strikes and
aunched a coup against then Presideat country with a reputation for mass surveillance. Despite this, the
ugo Chavez. Their short-lived disappearing people andkillingtradeaverage western commentator
overnmentnamed businessman Pedtanionists. Historically, the United cannot seem to think like the kid on
armona president, and then States can claim to have supported the playground who knows to trust
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robocalls and other abuses of the 2011 campaign.
In fact, the Unfair Elections Act is intended to facilitate

Conservative“votersuppression”strategy,borroweddirectlyforr&OUIO fegime abolished the

the U.S. Republican party. Bill C-23 will make it more difficult

hundreds of thousands of Canadians to cast a ballot, espgcialigproved by popular referendum i
Aboriginal people, students, low-income seniors, and others|whgggg.
often lack all the valid ID required to vote. The legislation eyen The coup government was soo

gives the Tories an extra edge in fundraising, raising the maxi
individual donation limits by another $300.

Yet the Harper government has refused Opposition deman
public hearings across the country. Why? Because, as Mr. Poi
admits, such hearings would reveal massive rejection of
fundamentally anti-democratic legislation.

Inshort, an attemptis underway to steal the 2015 federal ele
right before our eyes. Inresponse, we urge union locals, comm
groups and other organizations to demand full public hearings
C-23 must be stopped, before it's too late!

proceeded to shut down the nationatoup in Chile thatkilled the country’s the squeaky-clean honours student
assembly and supreme court. The over the bully. Rather, the bully’s
identity hasto be relearned on every
relevant occasion.

In the post-Rwanda era, it has
become a western mantra to worry
about not doing enough to protect

uefeated, but shortly afterwards, foreign peoples from their oppressive

Venezuela faced an oil industrydemocratically elected Presidentgovernments. The problem with this
s ftstrike” (actually a lockout) that Allende. Chile then fell under the logic is that it has a become a cliché
evattempted to bankrupt the countryrule of the US-trained Generalthat gets employed again and again
thignd bring down the government.Augusto Pinochet, who proceededseemingly devoid of context. Not all

Since then, opposition-governmento murder and torture his opponentgovernments are created equal and
tiofglations have not improved, withen masse. notalldemonstrators are created equal.
Lni@Pposition politicians regularly ~ Washington has also backedWe therefore need to be able to
ilefusing to accept the results of thenurderous regimes in Guatemalachallenge the assumptions of the
nation’s democratic elections. El Salvador Honduras, Brazil, current political order and speak out

Common sense would tell us thatArgentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Thefor democratic and socialist-oriented

he

I' constitution, which had been

agovernmentthatwins election afteDominican Republic and Haiti. The Venezuela against its oligarchic,
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election by empowering poor, non-US government funded the Contramperialist bullies.
white-Venezuelans is the “honoursarmy in Nicaragua which killed  (Originally published by the
student” in our metaphor. Commonmany in order to coerce citizens toUniversity of Toronto’s “the
sense would tell us thatagovernmerfinally vote against their leftist newspaper”, Feb 23, 2014)

that not only puts up with regular Sandinista government. Fidel
slander, including Hitler com- Castro, Washington’s number oneg?
parisons, from the country’s largelyenemy in Latin America, has had t
privately owned media, but alsosurvive as many as 638 allege
pardoned many of the perpetrator@issassination attempts.
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E When work becomes a sexual battleground

To mark International Sisandra’s experience is notBureau for Gender Equality. It is also costly for business,established grievance and
Women’s Day 2013, the uncommon. According to UN  “However, there is still no leading to absenteeism, increasedisciplinary procedures, explains
International Labour, figures, between 40 and 50 peexplicitinternationalhumanrightsturnover and lower job Dan Cunniah, Director of
Organization highlighted cent of women in the Europeantreaty prohibition of violence performance and productivity. ACTRAV, the Bureau for
sexual harassment in the Union experience unwanted sexuahgainst women and the issuéAmong ILO efforts to tackle such Workers’ Activities at the ILO:
workplace, calling this “an advances, physical contact, verbalemains poorly-defined andviolence inthe workplace, aretwo*"ACTRAV considers sexual
often subtl’e but disturbing suggestions or other forms ofunderstood under internationalprojects in Bangladesh and Srharassment as a form of violence
form of aggression.” sexual harassment at theithuman rights law.” Lanka. The ILO has also partneredt work. Let us all repudiate sexual
’ workplace; in Asia-Pacific Asin Sisandra’s case, a majowith other agencies in anumber oharassmentand remove it from the
GENEVA (ILO News) - Sisandra, countries it is 30 to 40 per cent.problem is that many women doprogrammes in Brazil, Angola, workplace now to safeguard the
) P p y prog [ | g Orkp ireg
28, understands all too well theMen can also be victims of not report harassment for fear ofSouth Africa, India and China. dignity and equality of the
: ; - report ha Nd L gnity quality
impact of sexual harassmentin thevorkplace sexual harassment bulosing their jobs. The cost for ILO experts, working with trade workers.”
workplace. As a this is much less common. workers, says Hodges, isunionsandemployers,havehelped ILO researchers are also
telecommunications technicianin  “Sexual harassment and otheheightened stress, loss ofdraft guides and codes of conductracking the global incidence of
Durban, South Africa, she worksforms of harassment and abuse motivation and increased risk ofon preventing sexual harassmentiolence at work, while
: . . : . : onp g sexual h ! :
inamale-dominated environmentphysical, verbal or psychologicalaccidents at work: “Workplace in several countries, includinggovernments are being helped to
“My executive manager came- bullying, mobbing, work-related violence and harassment present@hina and Viet Nam. draft and implement new laws.
to the office and asked for mystress and violence affect allsignificant barrier to women Some unionshavealsoincluded In Viet Nam, for instance, the
number and | gave it to him,” sheprofessions and sectors and bothccessing and progressing throughlauses on sexual harassment iLLO advised on a new Labour
said. “I did not ask him why he women and men,” says Janehelabour market. Iterodes decentollective agreements and deaCode, which for the first time

wanted my number as heisaseniddodges, ILO Director of the working conditions.” with  complaints through prohibits sexual harassment in
person and respected by all in the workplaces.
company because of his position Partofthe challengeis changing
He then started touching my breasf Fan, 1 kaow were 5 faam, and attitudes. Many people trivialise
and private parts. T juat the aczenting, bt Jims the issue, dismissing it as “just a

"I started feeli been miking mang AN spprapriste bit of f o

started feeling very uncom- | o o b e me st werk, and My Bod T, G it of fun”.

fortable and stopped him. I then § 1uant it to stop immedistels Gt troer.  Twifaid i ﬁn-'_ Hieletyd But, says Jane Hodges, sexual
walked out of the office and told -:-=Lq,r- R harassment is damaging on many
him that | was going to report this ]\—1 f\:l f'i_-l = ) o levels: “It's a human rights issue,
to my supervisor. | felt violated | r,- [ 1] i as well as a health, education and
and scared. Even though | said [ 1] ] socio-economic problem.
was going to report this, | felt | ! | Workplace violence is a hidden
could not because I thought | coulc ,|II I! | | b problem, but with very tangible
easily lose my job if I told.” Lk - ——— consequencess’

' Eig(Ll "Women W orkers S truggle for their Right s’
a look back at our history

the political field - the absence oftowards aradical break in the sociasystem of delaying stocktaking untilinternational not only by four years,
voting rights and the inequality in position of women. It remains for supplies had run out - all this led tabut a whole geological shift in the
citizenship. the revolutionto complete thistaska situation in which the womenfield of social and economic
This inequality, on economic The war drove the “wet-nurse” tothemselves hastened to do awaselations...
and political grounds, together withthe front; ninety women out of awiththe domestic hearth, preferring However profound are the
the enslavement of the woman tdwundred were forced to provide forto use communal facilities. changes which have been
was a member of the her family and the running of thethemselves and their children. The The work of destroying the accomplished before our eyes in
Bolshevik party, which led h_OL_Js_e, created a psychologlcaproblem was bec_ommg acute: whasocial slavery Qf women as it wagthe life and economic structure of
the October 1917 Socialist division between men and Wome_rto_QO with the children of all thosethen, was carried thr_ough by theour country, brought. about by the
Revolution in RUSSIa. workers, and provided the sonmﬂhonsofwomenwhohadtospendgreatworkers’ revolutlon.V\_/o_menwar and_ the revc_)lut|on, however
from which grew those the greater part of their day inworkersand peasants participatethr Soviet Russia has marched
The war and world revolution independent organisations ofpreparing military supplies - in the great liberating struggle onforward along the road to
have brought essential changes imomen workers which sprang upgrenades, shrapnel and bullets? Bn equal footing with men. Thecommunism, the legacy of the
the character and form of allin all countries alongside thewas in this way that the questionformer specialisations of thecapitalist order has still not been
workers’ communist movements; hadto be posed - notas atheoreticémale sex collapsed as the sociaradicated; the conditions of life,
“the ideal type” of German party problem and not as somethingstructure rocked onits twin pillars, the working class family’s way of
work, adapted exclusively to the desirable in the remote future, buprivate property and classlife, the traditions which hold
period of peaceful parliamentar as apractical measure: state securityovernment. The great fire of thecaptive the mind of woman, the
activity, has ceased to be a mode for maternity and childhood. Theworld uprising of the proletariat servitude of housework - all these
for us. The revolutionary struggle capitalist class governments werealled woman from her baking tinshave still not died away. And in so
has generated new problems, ne forcedtoworry aboutthe fate of theinto the arena of the barricadesfar as all the factors which prevented
fighting methods of work. The war “soldier children” and unwillingly, the fight for freedom. Woman aworking class woman fromtaking
and the revolution have shake and half-heartedly, they broughtceased to feel secure in her owan active part in the liberating
what seemed to be the most stab about a situation in which the carehome, alongside her familiarmovement of the proletariat before
foundations of life. And also, the of children is the responsibility of flagstones, drinking troughs andthe war are still operative, in so far
position of woman has changed the state. cradles, when all around bulletsas even now the Party still has to
before our eyes. The departure of bridegroomswere whistling and, amazed, shaake into account both the political
Up until the war, the process and fiances to the war, and théneardthe cry ofthe worker fighters:backwardness of women, and the
whereby women were drawn into woman'’s fear for the fate of her“To arms, comrades! All of you bondage of the woman worker to
the people’s economy was carried he . loved one, provided a naturalwho cherish your freedom, whoher family, so the necessity of
. . young AlexandraKollontai . . .
out with considerably less spee 1872-1952) reason for the increased numbehave grown to hate the chains ofntensive work among the women
than it has been for these last fou of babies born outside marriageslavery and deprivation of civil proletariat, with the help of a party
and a halfyears of feverishly rapidgeneral workers’ socialist parties,And once again the bourgeoisrights! To arms, workers, to arms,machine set up specifically for this
development and the growth ofin the form of societies or unionscapitalist state was forced, undewomen workers! ...” purpose, remains as pressing as
female labour in all fields of of women workers, clubs and sathe pressure of war, to inflictupon  The revolution accustomedever...
industrial life. on. The more actively the socialistitself a blow, to encroach uponwomen workers to great mass |wouldhope thatthis pamphlet
The old family, too, seemedparties became engaged in thene of its most sacred rights - ormovements, to the struggle for themight serve as some guidance for
firm and unshakeable; the Partybusiness of propaganda amongshe prerogative of legal marriage.realisation of communism. Thethose of my comrades who intend
had to fight against its way of life women workers, the quicker thesdt was forced for the sake of therevolution in Russia won full to devote themselves to work
and traditions every time itwantedspecialised organisations forsoldiers’ well being to make equalpolitical equality and equality of among the female proletariat in
to bring the woman worker into women workers died out. under the law both legal and extracitizenship for women. The particular. I hope that they will get
the class struggle. The fact that Butonly aradical change inthemarital mothers and children.revolution fulfilled the demands of from it the certainty that in taking
housework was dying out and thewvhole existence of the workingGermany, France and Englandvomenworkersfrom all countries: upon themselves this difficult and
transition to the state education otlass woman, in the conditions ofwere eventually forced to thisequal pay for equal work. Thesometimes thankless work, they
children, were regarded not asher home and family life, as sherevolutionary act. revolution made it impossible for are serving not the idea of the
mature, living, practical problemsacquires equal status with men in The war not only disrupted thewomen ever again to be tied to theifspecialisation” of women, not a
of the present day, but as aivil law will wipe out once and sanctity and stability of the families. The revolution also narrowly feminine business, but
“historical tendency”, as alengthyfor all the barrier which to this day indissoluble church marriage, butabolished the previous forms ofthe whole task of building a united,
process. The feelings of the womerprevents the woman worker lettingalso encroached on yet another ofvorkers’ movements, which hadstrong, world-wide workers’ party
workers were strongest in theherforces flowfreely into the classthe foundations of the family - been shaped by the age of peacefuthich before our very eyes is
economic field - the inequality of struggle. housework. Rising prices, queueparliamentary rule. We are cut offachieving the bright new world of
men’s and women’s pay - and in  The war provided an impulsewhich exhausted the housewife, thérom the period of the Secondinternational communisne.

Excerpts from “In Place of a
Foreword”, Alexandra
Kollontai’s introduction to a
1918 collection of her
articles on the struggle for
women’s equality. Kollontai
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“Equality for W omen Is Progress for all”

with all women involved in the
struggle for survival under difficult
conditions, such as the heroic
women garment workers of
Bangladesh, who are fighting for a
living wage, safe working
conditions, and the right to
organize into trade unions. We
demand that Israel abandon its
apartheid policy of territorial
expansion, violence and economic
strangulation of Palestine, which
imposes terrible hardships upon
the women of Gaza and the West

IWD 2014 greetings from the

Communist Party of Canada

For over a century, March 8 hasncreasingly undermined by thel

been the international day tocorporate/government neolibera
honour the women in all countriesagenda. Across the capitalis
who strive to achieve full equality. world, women are paying the pricejs
On IWD 2014, the Communist for bailouts of the banks and majo
Party of Canada sends our warmestorporations, austerity cuts to
greetingsto allwomen in the fightsocial programs and public||
against poverty, austerity,services, and massive tuitio _
vi%lence, ngisogyn);/ and war. Asincreases. Bank. We condemn the drive for

the United Nations has declared  Yet the Harper Conservativd AR . 8 new wars against Iran and Syria,
for this year's IWD, “equality for government dares to pose a&ast Nov. 11, garment workers - mainly women - demanding and the U.S.-backed attempt to

women is progress for all.” “defenders of women’s equality higher pay, attacked factories on the outskirts of Bangladesh’s launch a coup against the
Here, the ruling class claimsrights”, internationally and at capital. The workers were demanding a$100 per month minimum ~ progressive and democratically
that Canada is a country of equalityhome. For example, the Tories sajvage. Bangladesh's garmentindustry has come under attack for ~ elected Bolivarian government of
faimess and social justice. Yettheywantto “protect’ women, yet Its low pay and unsafe conditions, after the collapse of an eight-  Venezuela.
recent years have seen hugthey have slashed virtually everystory building killed more than 1,100 workers last April, and ) .
struggles around issues such a®deral agency or service whichanother 112 workers were killed in a factory fire. A united fightback!
access to education, pay equitysupported women’s equality,
union rights, jobs, devastation ofclosed Status of Women Canadanost extreme anti-women forcesRights Council.
the environment, deportations ofoffices, eliminated funding of in Parliament could pose aserious On a global scale, women an
migrants. Women have played avomen’s organizations which threat to reproductive rights. children are the most frequentb
leading role in the Quebec studenéngage in advocacy, and blocked The attack on equality extendsivilian victims of war and armed
strike, the Idle No More legal avenues to fight for payto the provincial arena, includingconflicts. From the Middle East to
movement, grassrootsequity. Governments refuse tocuts to welfare, health care andAfghanistan to Colombia, wars
environmental struggles, and W fuelled by transnational
defence of labourandsocial rights s e s s s saccs ¥ corporations, western imperialist
IWD is particularly significant & g g g =y B S melalAr. % ‘E powers and local elites increasingly,
for working class women, -ﬁ,ﬂ R fe %E! =i 1AL | create health catastrophes throug
|
5

In recent years, the popular
ightback against the Harper/
orporate attack has been hampered
y the lack of a truly pan-Canadian
voice for women’s rights. The
organized women’s movementhas
been deeply wounded by systematic
cuts to funding.

There have been important
truggles by women’s and pro-
quality movements, and the
'Canadian Labour Congress’s

omen’s conferences have helped
keep the fight for women'’s rights

[®

oppressed by the “double burden’ | pi- the destruction of power plants
of exploitation in the workplace T 1 & F & & - water supply systems and hospital
and the major share of domestic \J 41 L ¥ L] A | """.}; g & Trillions of dollars are wasted on
labour. Women’s unequal status ¢ = = i - militarism instead of providing _; ;
in Canada is re]‘lecte<§1 N a 30%  d— v R p—1 e education  and epconom?cahve' Butthe re-establishment of
« " o " an organization like NAC, to bring
wage gap” and other indicators. opportunities, clean water, healtf}o ether women from labour. vouth
Aboriginal women and girls provide adequate funding forlegal aid, abolition of women’s care, and more human rightsangd students. and Aboriging{ and
suffer the racist burden of higheremergency shelters and supporquality ministries, tuition protection, including personal scialized women. and from
rates of poverty, unemployment,services for victims of violence increases, and unaffordable chilgsecurity, choice in marriage, an rganizations that ﬁ'ght for legal
and incarceration, andand abuse. care. reproductive choice. rights, reproductive rights, disability
dramatically shorter life spans. Women are disproportionately =~ The unequal status of women Global environmental yights, and child care, would be an
Hundreds have been murdered caffected by changes to prevenhas been condemned by virtuallydevastation impacts women andmportant advance.
disappeared, and appallingunemployed workers from every United Nations body thatchildren,fromthose near Alberta’s ~ We welcome the development
conditions in many First Nationsaccessing El benefits, and theeviews Canada’s human rightsar sands, to millions living in ofinitiatives to identify barriers and
communities  have  been‘restructuring”of CanadaPostwill performance, including thedrought stricken sub-Sahararcurrent issues relating to women in
condemned internationally. cost thousands of jobs now hellCEDAW Committee, the Africa. Changing material thelabourmovement. Movingthese
The rights of all women to aby women. If the ConservativesCommittee on Economic, Socialconditions goes hand in hand with
decent job, education, child carewin another majority in the 2015and Cultural Rights, the Humanchanging social attitudes.
employment insurance, etc. arelection, the growing power of theRights Committee, andthe Human ~ We express our full solidarity see IWD 2014, p. 11

Annie Buller: Working Class Hero

And ten years later, another,Annie continued her work as ansuccessfully expelled all its strike and enlisted support from
Helen Kennedy, at the just as accurate but much mprcgaducgtor and organizer. She_wasommun_ist leaders (and probanyTorontQ politiciansto dispz_;lr_age
annual Norman’Bethune com|cal,_descr|ptlon of Annie |nsp|re_d by the _Russian sympathlze(s) and asare.sult loghe striking Workgrs_. Striking
Day Dinner, held Feb. 22 BuIIe_r given to Gene_ral_ J.H. Revo!utlon,and comm_|tted hersglfalmost half its m_embersh|p. Theworkers were intimidated by
in Toronto ’ McBrien, RCMP Commissioner, to build the Communist Party inILGWU, cpmm|tted to class thugs hlre(_j by the ILGWU and
justafterthe murder ofthree minercCanada and also to organizeollaboration, lost supportthe American Federation of

| was taken with two very apt in Estevan, as reported by Stepheworkers into militant, class amongst many of its CanadianLabour. Only 500 of the 3000

;|
=
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Excerpt from a speech by

descriptions of our Annie Buller. Endicott in Bienfait: The struggle trade unions. members as well. Annie wasworkers came out on strike, and
Tom McEwen, inThe Forge Saskatchewan Miners’ ~ invited to the first the leaders had to admit defeat
Glows Reddescribes Annie at Struggle of '31: | convention of the Industrial after only six days....

his firstmeeting with her, shortly ~ “Annie Buller, also
after she had organized the&known as Mrs. Harry
Montreal Labour College: Guralnick. Born in
“A tall, slender, beautiful Montreal; age: 36; height:
woman, crowned in a wealth of5' 10”; weight 140 Ibs; build:
golden auburn hair and anmedium; hair: dark brown;
infectious smile, starting out oneyes: brown, wears heavy,
along road that was to see mangark-rimmed spectacles;
heartbreaks and many victoriesreligion: loyalty to the
years of endless bargaining orworking class. Other
the "market’ for her exploited particulars - is a powerful
sisters and brothersinthe needlepeaker; very well-liked.
trades, long months in prison inDangerous agitator. Resides
Brandon and North Battleford in Toronto. Is a member of

Union of Needle Trades Annieleftfor Winnipeg shortly
Workers in the spring of after the strike, but her advice
1929 as a representative ofvas followed up by the new
The Worker shortly leadership. A strong emphasis
thereafter she became thavas placed in the workplaces on
organizer of the IUNTW organizing strong shop floor
which was aligned in 1931 committees, elected by the
to the Workers’ Unity predominantly female workforce.
League. Sisters from each shop were put
Annie’s first organizing in charge of filing grievances.
campaign was among theExecutives were elected that
3000 dressmakers inrepresentedeach shop. Whenthe
Toronto. Annie’s work in Industrial Union called a strike
the Industrial Union three years later in 1934, 1500
for her struggles on behalf ofthe Political Committee of encapsulates the strugglevorkers responded. This strike
coal miners, endless battles tahe Communist Party.” which resonates still in the was hugely successful: itresulted
build the Workers Unity League  Annie  was  very trade union movement - thein wage increases from 10 to 40
unions and her beloveddeserving of both of these For the Party, Annie was thefight between class collaborationper cent, an eight hour day,
Communist Party, long years ofdescriptions of her contributionsBusiness Manager fdihe Worker and class struggle principles.... minimum wages, no contracting
arduous work seeking to directto working class struggles ininthe mid-1920s, and wrote often In 1931, the Industrial Union out, etc. Annie’s pioneering work
the steps of her sister Canadian€anada. of the struggle of the needle tradesalled a strike of all the in organizing the dressmakers
along the pathways to peace and After the Montreal Labour workers to organize into a newdressmakers in Toronto. Just abuiltafoundation fortheir success
progress; her “salary” often moreCollege dissolved and the MarxistCanadian-based industrial uniontoday, the struggle pitted tactics ofin 1934...
on a level (if funds were work continued by the new By 1927 in the United States, theclass struggle againstthose of class (Forthe text of the full speech,
available) with that of a low- Workers’ Party of Canada, thelnternational Ladies’ Garmentcollaboration. The International visitthe People’s Voice website,
grade welfare handout...” forerunner to the Communist PartyWorkers Union (ILGWU) had Union sent in scabs to break thevww.peoplesvoice.ca.)
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Violence in V enezuela created by the Opposition

coup of April 2002,
is there any reason
to doubt that the
The slant of the Venezuelanunidentified
private media and the internationaindividuals who are
media on what is happeninginattacking
Venezuela is clear: Thedemonstrators are
government is responsible for thenot acting on behalf
violence. In the first place of sectors of the
government-ordered gunmen ar@pposition?
shooting at pacific demonstrators 3. The violence
and the violence generated by théhat has rocked
opposition is just a response to th&enezuela during
brutality of police and military the last two weeks
forces. But there is considerablenas targeted public
evidence that shows that thebuildings, such as
violence, including that of the headquarters of
unidentified motorcyclists againstthe Fiscalba
the demonstrators, is being carriedzeneral (Attorney
out by the opposition. ConsiderGeneral), the public
the following: television channel
1. Violent actions have been(Channel 8), the
carried out by the opposition sincestate-owned Banco
the time of the 2002 coup. Thede Venezuela, the
“guarimba” which means urbanhouse of

By Steve Ellner,
venezuelanalysis.com
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the “Dawg’s Blawg” has done excellentwork to deconstructimages of “police violence” posted

violence (or “foquismo”) was Chavista governor by social and mainstream anti-Venezuelan media sources. This example of “repression in

taneously different
demonstrations that
were taking place in
distinct areas of the
capital city,,, In the
confrontations there
was gunshot [and]
tear gas while
people banged on
pots and pans from
their windows (in

protest of the
government).”
9. The Venez-

uelan government
has shown great
restraint in the
context of opposi-
tion-promoted
violence and
disruption. In nearly
any other country in
the world, the
disrup-tion of traffic
in major cities
throughout the

country would have
resulted in mass
arrests.

publicly advocated by oppositionof Tachira, trucks of Venezuela” uses an original photo from Al-Jazeera of police violence against Chilean

leaders in 2003-2004 as the onlghe state grocery studentprotestors. Checkitoutat http://drdawgsblawg.ca/2014/02/constructing-venezuela-
way to prevent the establishmenstore chain PDVAL, protests-a-photo-gallery.shtml

of a dictatorial regime in anddozensofmetro 10. Govern-
Venezuela. buses in Caracas. protesters, implies regime changeindirectly blames the government.ments, particularly undemocratic

2. On April 11, 2002, the day 4. None of the opposition Obviously the opposition is not Consider the following front page ones, which lack active popular
Chavez was overthrown, theleaders have explicitly condemnectalling for a constitutional solution article titled “Capital City Suffers supportand completely control the
Venezuelan and internationalthe opposition-promoted violence.in which Maduro resigns and isNight Violence” of El Universal media effectively use repression
media and the White House use®pposition mayorsin Caracas andeplaced by the president of thgFebruary 20), one of Venezuela’sagainst dissidents. This is not the
juxtaposition of images of elsewhere have refrained fromNational Assembly Diosdado major newspapers: case in Venezuela. None of the
Chavistas shooting pistols inusing their police force to containCabello, as the constitution “Anoche la Guardia Nacional non-state channels and newspapers
downtown Caracas, on the onehe violence. stipulates. Regime change is @olivarianay la Policia Nacional (that the vast majority of
hand, and peaceful anti- 5. The so-called “peaceful” radical slogan thatimplies radicalBolivariana arremetieron casiVenezuelans gettheir news from)
governmentdemonstrators, on thelemonstrators engage in disruptiontactics. simultaneamente contra lassupportsthe governmentand most
other to justify the coup. Howeverby closing key avenuesinanattempt 7. Political scientist and diferentes manifestaciones que sef them are ardently anti-
the Irish-produced documentaryto paralyze transportation. Where Menezuelan specialist Davidproducian en distintos puntos degovernment. Furthermore, unlike
“The Revolution Will Not Be live, on the main drag between theSmilde of the University of la ciudad capital, mientras elgovernments that use massive
Televised” and other twin cities of Barcleona and PuertoGeorgia, who is not pro-Chavistapresidente Nicolas Madurorepression (such as Egypt under
documentaries demonstrated by.a Cruz, the demonstrators occupyput rather evenhanded in hishablaba en cadena nacional dMubarak), the Chavista
the flow of the camera that thetwo of the three lanes on both sideanalyses, has stated that theadio y television. En los governmentand movementhas a
demonstrators were far away fromand as a result traffic backs up foMenezuelan government hasnfrentamientos hubo perdigonesgreater mobilization capacity,
the Chavistas and that they wereniles. A number of tragedies havenothing to gain by the violence. bombas lacrimagenas mientras lagarticularly among the popular
shooting in response to sniper firebeen reported of people in a state of 8. The government has nothingcacerolas sonaban desde lasectors of the population, than
against them. If snipers wereemergencywhowere unabletomak& gain by the violence because theentanas.” the opposition. As Smilde says,
responsible for the 15-20 killingsit to a hospital or clinic on time.  media is largely on the side of the Translation: “Last night, the the use of violence by the
(of oppositiondemonstratorsalong 6. The term “salida,” which has opposition and present a pictureNational Guard and National government makes absolutely no
with Chavistas) that justified thebecome a main slogan of theof the violence which directly and Police attacked almost simul-sensee

El Salvador: From conquist adors to oligarchy

driven back by the Pipil warriors the “peninsulares”, colonists whoas the Catholic Church, and variousadino peasantry continued to live
led by Chief Atlacatl at the Battle came directly from Spain, and bylevels of government. In theoryas forced labourers and by
As historical background to of Acajuctla. the “criollos”, descendants of thethe repartamiento system meansubsistence agriculture.
People’s Voice coverage of the Subsequent invasions provedSpanish colonizers. that Indian men between the ages The beginning of the 19th
Salvadorian election, this articlemore successful and San Salvador The First Nations peoples wereof 16-60 were to work about 1/3 ofcentury brought increasing
covers the years between thavas established in 1525. Westeriiorced to become slaves or serfshe time for the ruling class, butincompetition between the
conquest and the modern periodtl Salvador took three more yearvia the Spanishencomienda practice it was far more exacting.peninsulares, still loyal to the
of fascist violence which began into subdue while the Lenca held onrepartamientgand debt peonage Debt peonage was involuntarycolonial government and the more
the 1930s. for another two years. San Miguelsystems. servitude based uponindebtednediberal criollos, merchants and land
Like all countries in the so- wasestablishedin1530. Theinitial The encomienda first used ofthe peasanttothe owner of veryowners alike. The crown tried to
called “new world” the history of large farms or “haciendas”. Therestrict trading opportunities and
El Salvador is one of savageg conquistadors, the peninsularesoyal hacendadosreceived greater
repression, genocide, and heroi and their criollo descendantsaccess to forced First Nations
resistance. The people of tiny occupied the best land andabour.
Cuzcutlan, the name of the are Chalatsnango, implemented these systems of International events such as
used by the first nations of presen it exploitation to enrich themselves,Napoleon’s invasion of Spain, the
day El Salvador, endured centurie while the First Nations and ladinodrop in price ofindigo on the world
of violence and exploitation, but Swgnate, o BN ouM SALVADOR (or mixed blood) peasants weremarket and increasingly indepen-
their spirit of struggle was never ' *san kept in ever increasing poverty.dent action of the criollo section
defeated. : iE8 Liwtad S Mg The land would remain the basisof the ruling class, led to dis-
Even before the first Spanish of power for the oligarchy of El agreements and competition
incursions into Cuzcutlan, a el Salvador. between the privileged conser-
devastating smallpox epidemig The ruling class in El Salvadorvative and liberal land owners.
swept through Central America has consistently developed The first liberal revolt was led
between 1519 and 1524. Fifty to agriculture based on exportsby Father Jose Matias Delgado in
eighty percent of the aboriginalconquesttook 15 yearsto completagainst the conquered Moors ofnitially cacao and indigo were 1811. As the power of the crown
population died from exposure toand an additional 12 years toSpain, provided the grown on large haciendas in thelecreased, the liberals stepped
European diseases. “secure” the territory of just over conquistadores with cheap labourfertile valleys between the forwardto proclaimindependence
When Pedro de Alvarado, one20,000 square km. tribute and personal service fromvolcanoes which dot the horizon.on September 15, 1821.
of Cortez’s chieflieutenants, began Spanish colonial rule lastedFirst Nations people, in return forExports destined for Spain and In 1823 the land owners
his invasion in 1524, the Pipil, until 1821. While the province did “protection” of the rights of the other industrial countries such a®rganized themselves as part of
Lenca, Chorti and other peoplesnot contain the gold and silver thepeasants to use their own land. England provided foreign the United Provinces of Central
though still trying to recover from conquistadors so desperately Repartamiento provided exchange, which was used to
smallpox, put up incredible sought,itdid have veryfertilelandconscript labour to private supply the idle rich with luxury
resistance. The invaders weravhich was quickly occupied by individuals andtoinstitutions suchgoods. The First Nations and

By Larry Wasslen, Ottawa

see EL SALVADOR, p. 11
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¥ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

increase in registering of newthe accusation on Feb. 21, as Egyptianshave dealtwithrising i i
UAW appeals unionsinthe RMG sector. In 2013 ,businesses urged the governmergrices and high unemploymentforlndlan r_nlgrant
Chattanooga 96 new trade unions in the sectoto issue a decree against the jomost of the country’s political deaths in Qatar

. were registered with the action. transition, since Mubarak left
vote interference Department of Labour, up from  Startingon Feb. 14, the dockergpower in 2011. Employment is  Almost 1,000 Indians have died
] justtwo in the previous two years.refused to work afternoons andupward of 13 percent, and expertén Qatar in the last four years,
_The UAW has filed an appeal pt present, a total of 222 RMG weekends, demanding a raise iput youth unemployment at moreaccording to an Agence France-
with the National Labor Relations ynions are registered with theovertime pay, which was cut bythan 25 percent. The annual rate dfresse report. Other reports have

Board (NLRB) related to the pepartment. the government as part of arinflation stood at 11.3 percent inrevealed thathundreds of Nepalese
interference by politicians and austerity drive that followed the January, according to the Centramigrant workers died in recent
outside special interest groups '[Brazil techies island’s 10 billion bailout.last year. Bank. The interim government isyears in Qatar, the host country of
the union representation electio The workers are seeking to bestruggling to keep unrest atthe 2022 football World Cup.
held Volkswagen's Chattanoogayy/qant better deal paid 30% over regular pay ratesninimumwith an already strapped  While human rights groups say
plant. for afternoon shifts, and 75%budget, even with billions of the latestfigures highlight Qatar’s

A firestorm of interference  The Sao Paulo technologyhigher for weekend shifts. dollars in financial help from the abysmal record, the Indian
threatening the economic futureyorkers union Sindpd started aCurrently they get no extra pay forgovernments of Saudi Arabia ancembassy said there was nothing

of the plant occurred just beforestate-wide strike starting Feb. 21afternoon shifts, and an extra 30%he United Arab Emirates. abnormal, and that many of these
and dIU”?_Q three days OthCg'n%r']nfollowing weeks of unfruitful for weekend work. deaths were due to natural causes.
an election supervised Dy WN€negotiations with IT employers The Cyprus Chamber of i The Indian community is the
NLRB. Workers voted narrowly 5round increases in pay andCommerce is urging the state tol:\)_ez_a Sh_ahabl single-largest expatriate group in
torejectrepresentation, with a slimyenefits. use the law on essential servicesstill in prison Qatar. The number of Indians is
44 vote swing. The appeal details  Negotiations between the unionin response to industrial action by estimated at close to 500,000,

a coordinated and widely and employers had reached a dealr traffic controllers, the Cypriot  International labour groups areapproximately 26% of Qatar’s
publicized coercive campaignend. Nearly 100,000 Sao Pauloparliament in 2012 enactedcalling forimmediate intervention population of 1.9 million. The
conducted by politicians andpased professionals working forlegislation limiting strike action. in the case of Reza Shahabi, anajority are engaged in low-paid,

Su'flsl!de organizati(k)ns to E?E”Yecompanies of all sizes are prominent Iranian activist. Police unskilled and semi-skilled work.

olkswagen workers or their i i beat Shahabi, treasurer of the The information was obtained
federally protected right to join a o\ Strike actions Syndicate of Workers of theby AFP through an access to
union. The campaign included ) across Egypt Tehran and Suburbs Bus Cominformation request. The news

threats by elected officials tha
state-financed incentives would b
withheld if workers formed a
union.

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker held out
the promise of a new product ling
for the plant if workers voted
against UAW representation. Thd
appeal states, “Senator Corker’
conduct was shameful and

pany, following his arrestin 2010.report quoted an official of the
Strike actions are spreading The beatingsreportedly causednternational Trade Union
across the Nile Delta and southertiver and kidney dysfunction, a Confederation as saying that the
Egypt, increasing pressure on théoss of sensation in Shahabi’'s legdata showed an “exceptionally
country’s military-backed interim and severe back pain. Followinghigh mortality rate”. The Indian
government. Notaries in the Deltaan operation on his spine in Augusembassy, however, said it was
province of Kafr el-Sheikh went 2012, Shahabi was sent back tinappropriate to use these figures
on strike Feb. 21, joining prison -against medical advice. Ainadistorted manner, even praising
pharmacists, doctors and factoryfurther examination in October Dohafortaking care of the interests
A | workers who have been protestin@013 showed that without of Indian workers.
undertaken with utter disregard fo across much of the country for thetreatment, it was possible that he “Qatar’s human rights record is
the rights of the citizens of \ ) past month, calling for higher could be disabled permanently. under scrutiny like never before as
Tennessee and surrounding state salaries. Despite the severity of hisit cranks up building work ahead
that work at Volkswagen. ... The Reports indicate that policeinjuries, Shahabi still has notof the 2022 World Cup, most of
clear message of the campaign wagpresented by Sindpd, the largesttaged strikes in six provincesreceived the medical treatment havhich will be done by migrant
that voting for the union would technology workers union in theduring mid-February. Police needs. International human rightdabour from South Asia,” the AFP
result in stagnation for the country. Until the situation is officers face a growing threat asorganisations and global unionreport  said. “Amnesty
Chattanooga plant, with no newresplved, IT companies are notttacks on police stations spikedederations have intervened. Thenternational said in November that
product, no job security, andajjowed to make any employeefollowing the July 2013 ouster of campaign led to Shahabi’sworkers were being treated like
withholding of state supportfor its redundant, under Brazilian lawlslamist President Mohammedtemporary release to receiveanimals’, and urged football's
expansion.” ~which bars employers from Morsi.Inresponse, Egypt'sinterimmedical treatment last year.world governing body, FIFA, to
An affirmative vote for union sacking striking workers. president Adly Mansour ordered aHowever, after just three months press Doha to improve conditions
representation at the Volkswagercompanies are also banned fron30 percent raise for police to takehe was recalled to prison. for foreign labourers,” it added.
plant would have led to thegeducting any pay from staffeffectin March. Currently, lower-
tehSt?b“Sn‘énﬁm o;‘)a W(t)rzksf _Cotunc':%nvolved in the action. ranking officers are paid some 80Q
atwould have beenthenirstsuch  «|fyou are sick of hearing your Egyptian pounds ($115) per i i "
model of labor-managementposshoasting about the company’sionth. Many |ten'?s In our "Global Class
relations in the United States.  record profit while refusing to  More than 22,000 workers in Struggle column are from the
boost your pay accordingly, youthe northern city of Mahalla al- i
Union organizing should go on strike,” the unionKobra went on strike in early Labour S tart website,
; says on its website. “Without aFebruary, demanding higherwage WwWWwW _|ab0urSt art_org
up In Bangladesh strike, things will not change - it is and the removal of the government
] . ) _ clear that IT employers want tooperated Textile Holding
Union registrations  in majntain an army of professionalsCompany’s president. A gritty

Bangladesh’s readymade garmentgn, |ow pay and without benefits”. industrial town, Mahalla al-Kobra J Oi N the CO mmun |St &'ﬁ} \

(RMG) sector rose sharply last After ‘several rounds of wasthe scene of numerous strik =
year, reflecting significant pnegotiation, the union said itwouldin 2008. Demonstrators destroye Party Of Canada v

progressin strengthening workerssettle for an 8.8 percent raise, pluposters of then-President Hosn . . .
rights in line with the country’s daily meal allowances of $16, andviubarak and clashed with securit The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histogy of

4 - : fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociajsm.
new labour law, the country heaqrofit sharing plans for any IT troops. That strike prompted call  The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the

of the International Labour company with more than 10 staff.by opposition groups to turn thel fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sojour
Or‘(“:]anlsayon says. The body representing thelabor unrestinto a wider political| members are active across the country, to build our party and to jielp

Wor,k! ng conditions and employers has offered a 6.2 percemirotest against the government. | strengthen people’s movements on awide range of issues. All our porll:ies
W_orker_s r!gh.ts ISSues arereceninGajse, daily meal subsidies of $5.80 Doctors around the country] and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rfiore
high priority in Bang!adesh," ILO for companies that employ morehave been striking periodically for| about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
Country Director Srinivas Reddy than 50 staff, and profit sharingmonths now, demanding higher )
said at the closing session of i i : : : Central Committee CPC

- C g dlans for companies with moresalaries. After a partial strike of all 290A Danforth
two-day training on Bangladesh’s ; P anforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
y g g than 30 employees. hospitals on Feb. 19, the Ministry| 416 460.2446  <info@cpe-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

labourlaw. About 30 officialsfrom  puring a previous strike in of the Health said the total rate of ' : :
the labour department attendedthep11, the union took its demandsparticipation was 17 percent, while] parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

training that focussed on a 201&0 the Ministry of Labor, which union leaders said that 45 percerft Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
. ’ . 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" . .
amendment to the law. helped to mediate an agreementof hospitals had taken part. o oe oy s Manitoba Committee CPC
: ; " .| Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
Reddy said working conditions The Centerfor Trade and Union| Email: pca@cpc-pec.caél: 438-338-8890  Toytar: 204.586.7824
would only improve when Cvorus dockers Services, a pro-labor non-| s.c. commitee cPc ‘
workers’ rights were respected. yp governmental organization, said| 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3)1  Ontario Ctee. CPC
. | ’ 604-254-9836cpinfo.bc@gmail.com 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
Your actions can help create\n;ork to rule that government workers are Tel: 416-469-2446
better, safer working conditions. striking now because they've seer} 5oron CoC boon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Ultimately, this will increase  The right-wing government of no results from long-awaited| Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

; . ; . . -~ N . . Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
investor confidence, bring morethe Mediterranean island of Cyprusminimum wage legislation. Last| Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 T;r:ns;o%r-]54s-9586

business and jobs to Bangladeshi55 accused port workers ofSeptember, Finance Minister| Calgary cPC

. i X ” h _ Atlantic Region CPC
he said. dealing a serious blow to theAhmed Galal said that public| 22085 o 1o\ 4052466480 Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1Mo
Since amendments to thesconomy by conducting awork toworkers would all receive a Tellfax: 902-542-7981
Bangladesh Labour Actwere mad i inati ini ign| SaskatchewanCPC
g ®ule action. Communications minimum wage of 1,200 Egyptian @an;<mai|@commumst_party.sk_ca> )
last July, there has been a dramatiginister Tasos Mitsopoulos madepounds, or roughly $170.
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Why does W estern Sahara matter?

The UN set up Minurso, which
still has offices in Laayoune as
well as in Tindhouf, Algeria.

Years of negotiation over how

Last week | was part of aa referendum on the territory’s
delegation from the all- future proved fruitless as Morocco
parliamentary Western Saharand Polisario were unable to agre:
group to visit the Moroccan- on an electoral roll. The UN has
occupied territory, with John since suspended its referendun
Hillary of War on Want and John plans.
Gurr of the Western Sahara Rabat asserts that the are:
resources group. should be an autonomous part o

We held over 20 meetings withMorocco. Former US secretary of
a wide range of groups of formerstate James Baker suggested
prisoners, human rights cam-compromise, with a referendum
paigners, women’s organisationspn independence after 10 year
disability groups and trade unions Polisario reluctantly agreed, only

We also met the Morocco-for the proposal to be rejected b
appointed governor of the regionMorocco.
as well as the mayor of the city of The majority of Sahrawis live Codesa president Aminatou

dispersed. and cut hand from her attempt to
Our car was then stopped andttend the demo.
the police attempted to arrest our Throughout our visit we were
driver, a Codesa member, foraccompanied by unmarked police
alleged traffic violations, and vehicles and motorbikes which
remove his car with a tow-truck. followed us everywhere and waited
We were actually attached to theoutside each meeting we attended.
tow truck withtwo of us stillinthe  The lack of a clear choice over
car. Western Sahara’s future has set
After an hour of argument andsettlers against local people in
the arrival of the Human Rightssome - not all - cases and brought
Commission our driver was a huge police and army presence
released and we agreed to leav® the region.
the area in his company. Why? A conflict going back to
His car was however removedcolonisation has blighted the lives
asthe police thoughtinvestigatingof the Sahrawi people. Their
his road tax was clearly a priorityresources should not be exploited
and could only be done byuntilthereisanagreementallowing
confiscating the vehicle. Thethem to choose their future, a
operation involved at least 30choice they have never been

This Feb. 19 report by UK
Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn
is from the Morning Star

Laayoune and pro-Moroccan civilin refugee camps in Algeria. ThereHaidar
society groups, the Moroccanare 100,000 people stuckincamps

police officers.

allowed to make.

Later that night the governor The UN must immediately

Human Rights group andin the Algerian desert, many ofof arbitrary arrests, the detentiorput out a statement saying we hadenew Minurso and extend its
Wolfgang Weisbrod-Weber, thewhom have been there since thef young people and discrim-“incited” young people to mandate to monitor human rights

head of Minurso, the UN mission1970s.

setuptowork forareferendumon The remaining Sahrawi favour of self-determination.

ination against those who speak ilemonstrate by our presence.

throughout the territory.

And the following morningwe  (Corbyn is Labour MP for

Western Sahara independence. populationintheterritoryarenow Codesa president Aminatoumetawoman with a badly bruisedslington North.)e

So why does Western Saharmutnumbered by MoroccanHaidarwas herselfjailed for years

matter? settlers. Many now rely on the- and kept blindfolded for four of
When the European powersMoroccan state and para-statéhem. She has been nominated fa
divided up Africa in the late 19th companies for work. a Nobel Peace Prize.
century Spain became master of In legal terms the territoryisa The president of the Sahraw
this vastarea of mainly desertlandnon-self governing territory, in Phosphate Workers Union
stretching from Algeria to the other words occupied. That hasexplainedto usthatin 1975 24,00(
Atlantic and south to Mauritania. been the reason for opposition tgeople, all Sahrawi, had worked
in the industry, but now it was a
tiny percentage of that and
Sahrawis were onworse-paid jobs.
We also met the families of
people who have been killed ang
of those still in prison.
But Moroccan-based civil
e society groups all supported
- autonomy within Morocco, while
being unspecific about what that
meant.

Tindouf

I M

: m‘:'l"l'_';f;' They talked of the importance
s ra of the national Human Rights
] ik Commission and about social angl

| ,_:':"'1 economic development. The
-~ A ‘__':_':_'_":““ proximity of the Canary Islands

and the potential to increass
tourism were raised.

When we met the governor angd
the mayor of Laayoune both
insisted that autonomy could be &
solution to the political crisis - and
0D both heaped abuse on Algeria fof
housing the refugees and
supporting Polisario.

From the 1950s colony afterthe EU’s fishing agreement with A constant refrain was that
colony achieved independenceMorocco which allows Western human rights had been politicised
French influence on Morocco Sahara fish to enter our shops. and there was freedom of
endedin 1956, though Mauritania Behind the dispute lie the expression in Western Sahara.
and Algeria had to fight bloody national ambitions of Moroccoand Certainly there has been
wars for their own independencethe huge mineral wealth of development, with good roads anc

Spain finally withdrew from phosphates which stream out ohuge infrastructure projects in
Western Sahara in 1975 after thehe territory through Laayoune, ad_aayoune. The whole occupied
death of fascist dictator Generalell as prodigious quantities ofregion is virtually tax-free and
Franco. But it handed admin-fish off the coast. settlers’ salaries are higherthanilr

U

MAURTITANIA

r Stop the murder and abuse of

women and girls in Swaziland

Communist Party of atbetlectiotn time, Itﬁntdin
: substance to rumours that so
Swaziland, Feb. 18, 2014 MPs are behind the murders
In the run-up to International the beliefthey boost their chano
Women’s Day, 8 March, the of getting into parliament.
Communist Party of Swaziland Most violent or murderou
is urging all Swazi pro- attacks on women happen
democracy organisations, NGOglomestic settings. About tw
and community organisations tothirds of Swazi women ar
denounce the recurrent murdergiolently abused, mainly by the
ofwomen and girls in our country, husbands.
and to demand equal rights for Allthis happens within asoci
women at all levels of society. and economic context qf
Three more women wereaggravated inequality between
murdered in separate incidentsnenandwomen, whichisactively
lastweekend (16-17 Feb). Everysustained by the absolufe
year, scores of women disappeamonarchy and ruling class.
mysteriously or are killed, and The annual Reed Danck,
thousands suffer violent attackswhere girls are made to cavgrt
including rape, by men. before the King in case he wants
Afewyears ago Swazinationalto choose another wife, typifigs
David Simelane was convictedthe subordinate and objectifigd
of killing 34 women in areign of position of women in ouf
terror against women lastingpatriarchal society.
many years. In 2011, an 11year- The Constitution asser
old girl with albinism was shot gender equality. But like most
and beheaded. Last year, théhe Constitution’s lip service t
mutilated bodies of severaldemocracy, nothing is done
women were found. make women’s equality a realit
Often the police do not The Sexual Offenses ar
investigate, or even cover up,Domestic Violence Act is
cases of the disappearance dikewise inadequate windoy
murder of women and girls. Somedressing, conceding certain rights
of the murders that have becoméo victims but failing tog
known have probably beenritualcriminalise all gender base
or “muti” killings.
Thereis a spike in suchkillings
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see SWAZILAND, p. 11

istration of the territorytoMorocco  There are now increasingMorocco. The cost to the
and Mauritania - sparking a warMoroccan farming activities Moroccan government is

when Sahrawi national liberationaround the other main city ofenormous.
front Polisario launched a bid toDhakla, with vast tomato But we sensed a surrea
win self-determination. plantations being establisheddisconnect when we left the

Mauritania soon withdrew but Some of the products end up in ousumptuous mayor’s residence g
Morocco did notand has occupiedsupermarkets. observe a demonstration.
the country since. It built a sand The abuses of Western Sahara Minurso’s mandate is up for
wall around most of the territory residents goes on. When we metenewal on April 15 and all
ahead of a ceasefire in 1991. Theepresentatives of the CollectiveSahrawi self-determination groups
landmines from the fighting will of Human Rights Defenders ofdemand thatitshould have a huma
take another decade to clear.  Western Sahara (Codesa) we heardghts mandate added.
Demonstrations are called on the
15th of every month to highlight
this.

We drove through the streetsiir
the wind and rain to where the
demonstration was due to
assemble. We saw van-loads o
young men getting out and being
given large sticks which they used
to beat any young man they say
walking or running down the street.
The small number who managec

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca

www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
http://solidnet.org

f On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write

to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Five:

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

to assemble anyway were forcibly
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MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Pete Seeger, who died orsidekick Cisco Houston, African-
January 27th, was a key figure inAmerican musicians like Sonny

were summoned to appear before
the House Committee on Un-

the development of folk musicasarerry, Brownie McGee and
progressive force within popularLeadbelly, and labour singers
culture. For alater generation, Peté\gnes “Sis” Cunningham and Lee
personified the popular front - thatHayes. The Almanac Singers, a
broad alliance of progressiveshort-lived but influential group
forces that led the fight againstwhich he co-founded, became the
fascism and racism, and foughtsoundtrack of a heroic era of
successfully for labour rights inindustrial union organizing.
the period from the mid-thirtiesto  In 1943 Pete married Toshi Ohta
the mid-fifties. (1922-2013), aJapanese-American
Around the world this past womenhe'd metafewyearsbefore
month, people have beenatasquaredance.She camefroma
remembering a manwho survivedeft-wing background (her
the persecution of the McCarthygrandfather had translated Marx’s
erato see his band, the blacklistedritings into Japanese). Toshi
Weavers, return to Carnegie Hall effectively ran the Seeger family’s
who planted the seeds that led toustic household near Beacon, NY,
the folk revival of the sixties, and raised their three children while
who became aninspiring figure inPete was often away on tour,
the environmental movement. Petenanaged his business affairs,
Seeger’s achievements were thendured the dark days of
result of hard work, personalMcCarthyism, and became a
courage, an optimistic spirit, arespectedcommunity activist. Later
strong understanding of history,Toshico-founded the Newport Folk
and solid socialist principles. Festivaland co-produced films and
It is easy to imagine that folk TV shows about Pete. Toshi Seegef—=
music was always the music of thebecame a renowned figure in he
left, but when Seeger was aown right, her character and he
teenageritwas considered by manymportant contributions
activiststo be a cultural backwateracknowledged by the folk-music

American Activities (HUAC) to
testify about their links to the
Communist Party. When they
refused to name names, citing in
their defence the First Amendment
tothe US Constitution (free speech),
they were convicted of contempt of
congress and sent to prison. Over
the next five years the practice of
HUAC's victims was to plead the
Fifth Amendment (protecting
against self-incrimination). Pete
Seeger pleaded the First
Amendment, stating: “I am not
going to answer any questions as to
my association, my philosophical
or religious beliefs or my political
beliefs, or how | voted in any
election, or any of these private
affairs. | think these are very
improper questions for any
American to be asked, especially
under such compulsion as this.”

For that he was convicted of
contempt of congress. He launched
an appeal, was released on bail,
and finally won his case in 1962.
Pete’s inspiring testimony can be
found at www.peteseeger.net/
HUAC.htm).

Before he was won over to hisworld and beyond. It's been said that this ordeal set
son's enthusiasm, Pete’s father, Like many communists and they enjoyed aseries of hits, (mosand the red scare. Pete Seeger on the path to
composer and ethno-musicologistocialists, Pete served in the armedotably Leadbelly’s “Goodnight  In 1950, a group of screen-becoming the torch-bearer of
Charles Seeger, was suspicious dbrces during the 1939-45 warlrene”), buttheir chart success wasvriters and directors, who came tgpeople’s music. I'll pick up on this
folk music. His view was sharedagainst fascism. When he cameoon cut short by McCarthyisnbe known as the Hollywood Ten,story next monthe
by many left-wing composers of home from his tour of duty in the
the time, including the young South Pacific he plunged backinto
Aaron Copeland and the Germarife as musical activist, co-
communist Hanns Eisler. In hisfounding People’s Songs with Lee
column for the CPUSA'Daily Hayes and Alan Lomax, and later;
Worker (circa 1934-_35) Charlesthe_ booking agency PeOple,sg)LljaRr?j?at(‘?,or\:\g\?vrs]ghggsof the
argued for a proletarian music thatrtists. Communist Party of
combined contemporary popular With the onset of the Cold War'AustraIia Larson have been on missions tRussian Orthodox Church
music (jazz) with elements oflife for artists like Seeger became England and Ukraine, conductingpublished more than enough copies
twentieth-century European avantdangerous, as an ugly 1949 riotin The Australian Broadcasting spectacular public exorcisms. Theof the Bible from its own very
garde music. While the debatePeekskill, NY demonstrated. PeteCorporation (ABC) is about to run inclusion of Ukraine is interesting. prolific publishing house).
continues today (read hip-hopand Toshi had helped to organize program called Teen ExorcistsSince the overthrow of socialism  But substituting a belief in “the
instead of jazz), folk music aconcertthere, featuring the greaabout three teenage American girlsn the USSR, representatives oDevil” and demon-banishing
prevailed for more than aAfrican-American singer Paul from Scottsdale, Arizona, raisedevery evangelical church with theexorcisms for their previous
generation, and folk-inspired Robeson. After the show, concertto be a crack team of exorcistsmoney to allow it have flooded confidence in socialism does not
artists continue to play a significantgoers and performers wereYes, exorcists. These unfortunaténto Ukraine to “help save the seem like much of an advance for
role in today’s progressiveviolently assaulted by anti- girls are the daughters of thepeople there”from their (godless,the people of Ukraine. During their
movements. communistand racist crowds whileReverend Bob Larson, one of thos@naterialist) socialist past. visit to Britain, because they were
Pete’s career trajectory was sethe police looked on. loony American preachers who They have the blessing ofnotfrom a mainstream church but
when he got a job in Washington While things were to get eventhink “the Devil” is a real person, imperialism, of course: bothwere from the USA’s Southern
in 1939 assisting folklorist Alan worse, somehow the times werend thatdemonic possession is ndbermany and the USA - for theirBible Belt - usually perceived as
Lomax atthe Library of Congress.also right for Pete, Lee Hayes, ananly possible but that it happensown reasons - would like to see théloony” among educated people -
It was there that he met Woodytwo other musicians (Ronnieall the time. former breadbasket of the Soviethe Larson girls copped a bit of a
Guthrie, the OklahomatroubadourGilbert and Fred Hellerman) to The Reverend Bob’s delusionsUnion torn away from Russia’s battering from the more perceptive
who was to become his mentorachieve commercial success wittwarrant some sort of mental healttinfluence. In joining the EU, ofthe British bourgeois mediawho
Inspired by Guthrie and Lomax, the unabashedly progressive groumtervention butinstead he is givenUkraine would quickly become in accused them of profiteering
his circle grewtoinclude Woody’s the Weavers. For several yeara microphone, radio time andeffect a German colony. For its(never!), fame seeking (surely not)
publicity and encouraged topart, the USAwould have struck aand charlatanism (really?).
. “spread the word” as he and hisserious blow at Russia’s economy | doubt that any of this will have
ifi- daughters drive demons out ofand defences. affected them adversely: it would
= . emotional church-goers. Todothis The overthrow of socialism in obviously have been the work of the
¥ they need special crosses (whiclhe USSR, an overthrowremembebDevil! The Larsons, father and
Ea | ru‘ra uest'ra are made for Bob by a speciakthat did not come from below, daughters, are physically living in
contractor) and which he and thérom the people, but from above -the 21st century, but mentally they
1 . girls sell at their religious fromthe highestlevels of the Partyare stuck somewhere in the tenth or
Friday, March 8, 8 pm “meetings” and services. and government - left the peopleeleventh century. They are hip asfar
'La Pena Nuestra
Centre For Socialist Educatbon Yancouyves
TG Clark Drive (Clark and Georgia st
510 Entry

Exorcising the broadcasting demon

this craziness is limited toand Communist” (a purely
Americans, however. propagandist activity since during
Brynne, Tess and SavannatSoviet times the Synod of the

Their exorcisms also require aof the USSR leaderless andas using all the technical benefits of
lot of “holy water” and a heck of arudderless.  Party leadermodern science and electronics in
lot of yelling as they “command” Gorbachev didn’tmind: he proudly particular, but their understanding
the demonto leave the person wheevealed later that he had plotteafthe world has fossilised sometime
is supposedly “possessed”. for several years to “bring down” during the Crusades.

This hokum should have theirthe Soviet government. What is really worrying about
audiences rolling in the aisles with Nevertheless, the apparenthis program is that it is being run
laughter, but of course rationaloverturning of the belief in the onthe ABC, which has apparently
people don’'t go to events of thatworking class and the ideology ofabandoned its Charter completely
sort. Instead, the Larsons’ audiencesocialism left a lot of people now. You may remember, the
comprise that huge chunk of “Bible groping for some thing they couldoriginal Charter for the ABC gave
Belt” Americans who devoutly believe in instead. Evangelicalit the task (amongst other things)
believe that angels and demons arehurches in the US rushed to fillof raising the educational and
real, along with wizards andthe void, especially those in thecultural level of the Australian
sorcerers and practitioners of blaciBible Belt who had previously people. Promoting this kind of
magic of every description. endeavoured to smuggle biblesionsense does not seem to really

Don’t for a moment think that into Russia when it was “Godlessbe living up to that Chartee.

Aboul Vancouwser's “La Trova Nuestra’

La L rogs Muesin k= II'|I'-|l-\.I'\-|I'l_I al 20 ndividual trevadore=s wihn aFlginare
Urorm acress Latin Arviesioa andd now peshiibe i Yancouves, T hese Droyadopes
are the keepers of oo mastcal troddon whch beaan weth ploneers of thae
werrmoular siomg La Troass Musssdra incorporivtes this srsdibiomineerplayinge
wnuste and poedry AL s foomidlation b the essemnce of o |||-|'|||.I! Culdure
ferprelbg daily exgeression.. an expresshon witly orpgdns decgs witlsin La
Hae Mesticca crmixesd roots) of Latin America - an expression ol the espo
stve chanpes within the continesst of Livt i famenica bodlowe Lay Trowa Muesirg
i ||||||| | dRPTIE s U hae CPcoie BT} LACTFL b FVTATT. o GLEHEATR ancl Ly

Violcws plecizhing oe a Bt der wiorkl
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s in Ukraine

express our solidarity and supporcapitalist inter-state union, is a
with the communists of Ukraine, predatory alliance which has
above all with those who in manydeeply reactionary character, anw
instances went on to the streets icts and will continue to act againsigg| | EVILLE, ON
order to defend the monuments ofhe working people’s rights. The .
Germany and Greece Lenin and the other Soviet and antidevelopments in Ukraine are! WD Gathering and March,
The recent dramatic fascist monuments, which foundconnected to the fierce competition’V€d:, March 5, 9:45 am-Noon,
developments in Ukraine do notthemselves “targeted” by thebetween the EU and the USA, orsStarts from Public Library and
constitute the “victory of ideological “cleansing” of history one hand, and Russia for the controfirt Gallery.
democracy” by the alleged being attempted by the nationalist-of markets, raw materials and theHALIFAX, NS
“revolutionaries”, as it is describedfascist armed groups. country’s transport networks.
by the mass media of the USA and We denounce the USA and theHowever the people of Ukraine, aslﬁigggé;%’%?;gg%ji?;’
the EU, but is a dangerousEU regarding their blatant aIItheotherpeoplesofEurope,hav%r anized b Halifax:
development, above all for theinvolvementin the internal affairs of no interests in siding with the one orD gt h & D'yt' t Lab
people of Ukraine themselves.  Ukraine, regarding the direct supporthe other imperialist, or one or the 2 armou IStrict- Labour
Reactionary political forces, they provided and are providing toother predatory alliance. Council.
ideological descendants of thethe armedfascigroups, supporting ~ Theinterests of the working classNORTH VANCOUVER, BC
Nazis, have risen to the politicalhistorical revanchism against theand popular strata of Ukraine meargreak the Silence, Inspire
“surface” with the assistance of theoutcome of WW2, transforming that they must prevent themselve%hange, Wed., March 5, 6-8
EU and the USA. These are forceanti-communism into their official from being “trapped”in nationalist, pm, North Vancouver Library
which apart from destroying the policy, as well as beautifying the divisive dilemmas, on the basis °f(1zb-14 St. W), sponsored by
offices of their opponents, arefascist groups, their criminal ethnic, linguistic, religious North ShoréWémen’s Centre
planning political persecutions, andideology and activity, promoting the particularities, and to prioritize their '
the banning of parties, above alldivision of the people of Ukraine common class interests, to charttheid TTAWA, ON
against the communists, and evewith planned persecutions at thepath of class struggle, for theirrightsMigrant Women Rebuilding
racist legislation at the expense ofxpense of the Russian-speakingnd socialism. Socialism remainsCommunities, Wed. March 5, 7
the Russian-speaking populationpeople of Ukraine. as timely and necessary as evebm 885 Bank St., festival to
like what has been in force for the The positions of the opportunist This is the perspective against everfie|p rebuild communities
last 20 years in the countries of thdorces are dangerous, spreadingapitalist inter-state union, in orderyeyastated by Typhoon Haiyan
“European” Baltic, with the blatant illusions that there could existto pave the way foran economyan(?(O'anda in the Philippines
political support of the EU. another “better EU, another betteisociety that will not operate on thedonation $5 '
The communist and workers’ association agreement of the EWasis of profit, but on the basis of '
parties endorsing this statementvith Ukraine”. The EU, like every the needs of the worke®. SURREY, BC
IWD Celebration, 1:30 pm,

Sunday, March 9, Surrey
Central Public Library Room

El Salvador: conquistadors to oligarcy Central Public Library F
,guestspeaker Jane Bouey

land. Liberals passed anti-vagrancyiots rocked the capital, San(former Vancouver school
laws to drive peasants from theirSalvador. Another example oftrustee), organized by Fraser
America, but the ruling class wasprivately owned lands. In1881-1882determined resistance was thé/alley Peace Council.
divided. The conservatives soughthe samelo:iga(;chhy Iwerk;t af;[]eri\r:depelndegce sNtru.ggI(? 0(1; tbheSUNSHINE COAST, BC
“moderation, order, and the stabilitycommunal lan elp by theNonualco First Nation lead by .
of traditional, familiarinstitutions",tyremaining First Nations. The greedAnastasio Aquino in 1832-1833. :Vvl\éllr:z:hZOStl-l;Cl:n Dngbn(fr;s Csrg(ta.lé
while their liberal counterparts of the coffee plantation owners wasAlthough Aquino’s forces did c ' it E I'I zed b
argued for a more modern staténsatiable. liberate San Vicente andSOmMmunitymall, organized by
which would decrease the influence  In the post-independence periodZacatecoluca they did not moveSUnshine Coast Labour
of the Church, liberalize the the basic relationship between landgainst San Salvador. This allowed=ouncil.
economy based on exportsowners and the various militarygovernment forces to contain andTORONTO, ON
eliminate certain privileges and operprganizations continued. Militias crush this liberation struggle. Later,«\y;omen Taking Power,” Sat.
the govern-ment to the upperwere organized invarious cities andive peasant uprisings took placeMarch 8, rally 11 am ai OISE’
echelons of the ladino land ownergnunicipalities, but land owners between 1872 and 1898. (252 Blobr Street W), march 1
and professionals. continued to employ their own What was evident to the First m 1o info fair at 55 éould St
Civil War between Guatemala, security forces. Foreign military Nations and ladino population wasP Uni it . d
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaraguajnfluence appeared in El Salvadorthatindependence from Spain mearEyerson niversity, organize
and Costa Rica broke outin 1826. Iin 1825 when France sent twogreater freedom for the oligarchs®Y Women Working With
the 17 year history of the Unitedadvisors. Colombiaand Chilewouldand greater exploitation for theImmigrant Women and IWD
Provinces, there were 32 president8lso play roles in modernizing themajority of the people. Organizing Ctee.
as each section of the bitterly dividedArmed forces. City-based militias  El Salvador, atiny country in the

On the reactionary development

Joint Statement of
Communist and Workers’
Parties, circulated by the
Communist Parties of

continued from page 7

VANCOUVER, BC

IWD Dinner, with Idle No More
speakers, Friday, March 7,5:15
pm, Fraserview Hall, 8240
Fraser St., organized by
Vancouver & District Labour
Council, tickets $45 (lowincome
$30) from 604-254-0703.

Annual IWD March, Sat., March
8, 12 noon, starts from
Vancouver Art Gallery,
sponsored by Vancouver IWD
coalition.

OMNIBUS MARCHES

Omnibus March Against
Harper, Saturday, March 1,
events across Canada. For
local details, check on
Facebook.

Kelowna, BC

World Community Film
Festival, documentaries on
social justice topics, March 8-9
at Okanagan College, with
special screeningsMarch5&7
at UBCO, and March 6 at Ki-
Low-Na Friendship Society. For
details, visit
worldfilmfestkelowna.net.

Vancouver, BC

La Trova Nuestra, evening of
Latin American music and
socialising, admission $10, 8
pm, Friday, March. 28, Centre
for Socialist Education, 706
Clark Drive.

Left Film Night, Sunday,
March 30, 7 pm, at the CSE,
706 Clark Drive. For film
information, call 604-255-2041.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

ruling class sought dominance. Thevere always ready to respond tacentre of Central America, endure

structure itself collapsed and Elunrest in the countryside. Thethree centuries of conquest anﬂi People's Voice 2014 Fund Drive
starts March 1 - see page 2

Salvador proclaimed its secondGuardia Civil (civil guard) was exploitation at the hands of the
attempt at independence in 1838. formed in 1867. conquistadores, their peninsula

The rivalry between the Forty five presidents held office followers and creole descendants.

conservative and liberal fractionsbetween 1838 and the military The First Nations, Pipiles,

of the ruling class would continue dictatorship of the fascist GeneralLencas, Chortis, and others pu P I ! V " d d I 1 j;
until 1871 when the “progressives”Maximilano Hernandez Martinez. up stiff resistance. It took many eop e S O|Ce ea Ine-
)

finally won. Liberalism meant a The plight of the working class andyears for the area to be conquere
great leap forward for capitalism,peasantry continued to deteriorateand secured. Notwithstanding]
and ever more repression for théhroughout this period. Spanish control and massive
First Nation and ladino working  Yetresistance was alwaysin playrepression revolts, rebellions, and
class and peasantry. As coffed3etween 1537 and 1547 anti-liberation movements have
exports expanded the landedSpanish rebellions were launchedilways been a critical part of
oligarchy went after more and morefrom Higuereo. In 1625 major slaveSalvadorian historye

March 16-31 issue: Thursday, March 6
April 1-15 issue: Thursday, March 20

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

IWD 2014: Equality for women....

The labour movement must focusequality is a priority, huge advances
on organizing unorganizedin the status of women can be X
findings into action can help to women, the most important wayachieved. Unlike Canada, for continued from page 9
reinvigorate a more democratic ando combat poverty and incomeéexample, Cubanwomen are electegjplence.

equity- driven labour movement. disparity. to almost 50% of seats in their

The response to the economic  But while capitalism survives, National Assembly.

crisis by working people of all it will always generate poverty, For a century, since IWD was
genders and backgrounds must benequality, exploitation, adopted by a Socialist International,,
to build a People’s Coalition to environmental degradation andwomen'sconferencein Copenhager,
demand a genuine alternative tavar. These outrages are inherentift 1910, the full participation of
corporate greed. Led by the laboula system based on maximizingvomen has been essential for th
movement and its allies, such grofit in private hands. Only success of working class and
Coalition could fight to win socialism, based on democraticdemocratic movements. hap
sustainable jobs, improve socialcollective ownership and working On March 8, the Communist@nd activists to

continued from page 6

grovoking”.

Stop abuse in Swaziland...

oppression of women and girls
* develop and support

consciousness raising and self-
Mswati’'s toy parliament defence skills among women and
upholds the worst attitudes togirls
women, including the 2012 ban or* bring to Swaziland the militant
omen wearing mini-skirts message of International Women’s
ecause they are supposedly “rapeay 2014 to advance women’s
equality by challenging the status
The CPS calls on all pro-quo.
democracy organisations, NGOs Expose the autocracy; fight for
an equal, just and lasting peace in

services and gain increasectlass power, can liberate theParty of Canada extends our warni SPotlight the killings of women Swaziland!

opportunities for women. To enormous creative and productivesolidarity to all those who stand forandgirlsin Swaziland as patriarchy 'Women to the front in the
protect jobless workers and theirpotential of the people for humanpeace, equality, democracy andt its most depraved ~struggle against; patriarchy,
families, El payments must be seheeds. social progress. A better world is* demand that police investigatemurder, oppression, exploitation
at 90% of previous earnings. The real alternative for genderboth possible and necessary - thand prosecute all killings andand all forms of gender based
Evictions and utility cutoffs equality and human survival isworld of socialism, which can violent abuse of women and girlsviolence in our motherland!
against all families affected by socialism. As the tiny island of guarantee full equality and a future* highlight the complicity of the  For freedom, democracy and
unemployment must be bannedCuba demonstrates, when sociafor humanity'e Mswati regime in sustaining thesocialism in Swaziland#
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Remember the real history of the Korean War

British journalist John

Pilger looks back to the
Korean war of 1950-53, and
how distorted history masks
the true nature of a conflict
which scars the region to
this day

Fifty years ago, E.P.[f
Thompson’sThe Making of the
English Working Classescued
the study of history from the |
powerful. Kings and queens,|;
landowners, industrialists and L

imperialists had owned much of
public memory. ¥ .

Howard Zinn's A People’s
History of the United Statesso
demonstrated that the freedom
and rights we enjoy precariousl
- free expression, free associatio

-

ordinary people, not the gift of |
elites.
Historians, like journalists, play

their most honourable role whe ; . .
they myth-bust, "The DPRK capital Pyongyang after U.S. bombing during the Korean War.

militarists in 1932. Every
characteristic attached to the regime
he founded - “communist, rogue
state, evil enemy” - derives from a
ruthless, brutal, heroic resistance,
firstto Japan, thenthe United States,
which threatened to nuke the rubble
its bombers had left.

Cumings  exposes as
propaganda the notion that Kim Il
Sung, leader of the “bad” Korea,
was a stooge of Moscow.

In contrast, the regime that
Washington invented in the South,
the “good” Korea, was run largely
by those who had collaborated with
Japan and the United States.

The Korean war has an
unrecognised distinction. ltwas in
the smouldering ruins of the
peninsulathat the US turned itself
into what Cumings calls “an
archipelago of empire.”

When the Soviet Union
collapsed in the 1990s, it was as if
the whole planet was declared pro-
US - or else.

But there is China now. The

Eduardo Galeano@pen Veins following the second world waris  The myth of a “good” Korea enduring mentality of siege. base being built on Jeju Island will
of Latin Americg1971) achieved known as “the forgotten war,” (the South) and a“bad”Korea (the “The unhindered machinery offace the Chinese metropolis of
this for the people of a continentwhose significance for all North) was invented. In fact, incendiary bombing was visited Shanghai, less than 300 miles
whose historical memory washumanity has longbeen suppresseldorea, north and south, has &n the North for three years,” heaway, and the industrial heartland
colonised and mutated by thein military histories of cold war remarkable people’s history ofwrites, “yielding a wasteland andof the only country whose
dominance of the United States. good versus evil. resistance to feudalism and foreigra surviving mole people who hadeconomic poweris likely to surpass

The“good”worldwar of 1939- | have just readrhe Korean occupation, notably Japan'sin thdearnedto love the shelter of cavesthat of the US.

45 provides a bottomless ethicalWar: a Historyby Bruce Cumings 20th century. mountains, tunnels and redoubts, “China,”says President Obama
bath in which the West's When the US defeateda subterranean world that becamin a leaked briefing paper, “is our
“peacetime” conquests are O . 60.000 Japan in 1945 it occupiedthe basis for reconstructing afast-emerging strategic threat.”

cleansed. n ]e/u, as many as ’ Korea and often brandedcountry and a memento for By 2020, almost two-thirds of

Demystifying historical ~ people were massacred by those who had resisted thebuilding a fierce hatred throughall US naval forces in the world
investigation stands in the 0 ifitias supported directed and Japanese as “commies.” Orthe ranks of the population. Theirwill be transferred to the Asia-
way. Richard Overy’'s . / Jeju, as many as 60,000ruth is not cold, antiquarian, Pacific region. Inan arc extending
1939: Countdown to War i1 some cases commanded by people were massacred byineffectual knowledge.” from Australia to Japan and
(2009) is a devastating US officers. militias supported, directed  Cumings quotes Virginia Woolf beyond, China will be ringed by
explanation of why that and in some casestodescribe how the trauma of thisUS missiles and nuclear-weapons-
cataclysm was not inevitable. We(2010), professor of history at thecommanded by US officers. Thiskind of war “confers memory.”  armed aircraft.
need such smokescreen-clearingniversity of Chicago. and other unreported atrocities TheguerrillaleaderKimIllSung Wil this threat to all of us be
now more than ever. [firstsaw Cumings interviewed were a “forgotten” prelude to thehad begun fighting the Japanesé&forgotten” too?e

The powerful would like us to in Regis Tremblay’s extraordinary Korean war (1950-53), in which
believe thatthe likes of Thompsonfilm The Ghosts of Jejuvhich more people were killed than
Zinn and Galeano are no longedocuments the 1948 uprising onJapanese died during all of the
necessary - that we live, agne the southern Korean island of Jejisecond world war.
magazine put it, “in an eternaland the campaign by the present- Cumings gives an astonishing
present” in which reflection is day islanders to stop the buildingtally of the degree of destruction
limited to Facebook and historicalof a base with US missiles aimedf the cities of the North -
narrative is the preserve ofprovocatively at China. Pyongyang 75 per cent, Sariwon

exploit s Colombian
Hollywood. Like mostKoreans, the farmers95 per cent, Sinanju 100 per cent. an d Ke nya‘n WO rke rS
This is a confidence trick. In and fishing families protested atGreat dams in the North were

Nineteen Eighty-FourGeorge the senseless division of theirbombedinordertounleashinternal By Paddy McGuffin, Morning Star

Orwell wrote: “Who controls the nation between north and south ifrsunamis. “Anti-personnel”

past controls the future: who1945 - aline drawn along the 38thweapons, such as napalm, were

controls the present controls theparallel by a US official, Dean tested on civilians.

past.” Rusk, who had “consulted a map Cumings’s superb investigation
The people of Korea understancaround midnight on the day afterhelps us understand why today’s

this well. we obliterated Nagasaki with anNorth Korea seems so strange, an
The slaughter on their peninsuleatomic bomb,” as Cumings writes.anachronism sustained by an

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

Flower industry

Valentine’s Day is the most lucrative date in the flower retailers’
calendar yet workers in developing countries are risking their health
and toiling for a pittance supplying British supermarkets. Bouquets
are soldfor vastly inflated prices but research by anti-poverty charity
War on Want has found the mainly female workforce in Colombia
and Kenya supplying those flowers continues to slave for as little as
half the living wage.

Workers also suffer problems such as disabling repetitive strain
injuries and miscarriages through exposure toxic to pesticides, the
charity said. Supermarkets sell around 70 percent of all the flowers
bought in Britain - the highest proportion in Europe.

While many British firms have adopted voluntary standards for
their suppliers, these are still failing to protect the health and safety
of workers or ensure basic workers’ rights. War on Want believes
government regulation is necessary to introduce binding legislation
to hold companies to account for the impacts in their supply chains.

It argues that workers supplying multinational companies in
Britain should have the right to redress in this country and the ability
to seek compensation for damage to their health or loss of earnings
as the result of actions of British companies and their suppliers.

The charity is calling for the establishment of a supermarket
watchdog to tackle abuses by British firms and their suppliers.

War on Want spokesman Paul Collins said: “Millions of people
buying Valentine’s Day roses for their loved ones will be shocked to
learn that many workers supplying them face poor pay and conditions.

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE |
gives you the latest on the |
fightback from coast to coast. |
Whether it’ s the struggle to defeat |
the HarperT ories, resist ance to |
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba |
or workers’ struggles around the |
world, we've got the news the |
corporate media won't print. |
|
|
I
|
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|
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|
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U $30 for 1 year  $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
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And we do more than that-we Name It is nothing less than a disgrace that company bosses are piling up
report and analyze event s froma
revolutionary perspective, helping Address and their families, and live in slum housing. British corporate leaders

must ensure a living wage and decent conditions for them.”

Collins added that with London Fashion week due, “we urge
shoppers not only to press retailers on flower workers’ treatment,
buton the need to guarantee aliving wage and good, safe conditions
for those who make our clothes or supply fruit, tea and wine sold
in UK stores.’®

to build the movement s for justice

and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper

that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue! L
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