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Internet PROFUNC? 5 Humanitarian or spy?

Harper's Bill 30 would allow Alan Gross faces sixteen years n
governments sweeping access to After the Wheat Board a Cuban prison. Is he really justjs
the private emails of Canadians. Unless the courts intervene, the humanitarian caughtin events

The legislation is a modern-day Canadian Wheat Board will be gutted beyond his control? Or was he
version of a 1950s attack on civil this summerBut theTories may pay a U.S. agent engaged in serious

rights and freedoms. price for this attack on western farmers.  violations of Cuban sovereignty
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Ontario Communist s say "NO"to Drummond cut s

This is the austerity plan thatBusiness governments unwillingpeople’s needs before corporatéefore business interests and the
the right-wing parties and theto put people’s needs ahead ofreed,andto putthe publicinterestirive for private profits e
corporations they speak for wantcorporate greed. Bailing out the
to impose on Ontario, as Torybanks andthe corporationsin 200€& THE ANaToMY LESSON 0F Dk, DRUMMOND

The Communist Party of Canaddeader Tim Hudak’s whole-heartedcombined with changes to the tay
(Ontario) is demanding theembrace ofthe Reportproves. Thaystem that shifted billions out of
provincial government shelve theLiberals with a minority the public purse and into the -
Drummond Report, warning thatgovernmentare more circumspectpockets of the corporations anc 4 _ | TR
the province will be unrecognizablebut they too will embrace thethe wealthy, is what created the = B e :
if its recommendations arerecommendations unless there igeficit. Reversing those measures g 'j—;r‘{';-"'m vt |
implemented. Instead the Partyan immediate and massiveintroducing a progressive tax ot = | __r. '-,r',:':;:' j e
says the government should investesponse from the labour andsystem based on ability to pay, RN j R P o o | T
in health, education and socialpeople’'s movements opposing the&reating jobs, raising wages anc IS g f;. T o [ s
programs, create jobs, andReportas awhole. living standards, expanding socia i ol 2 P T
introduce progressive tax reform The response of NDP leaderspending on healthcare, ey E R £ 50
based on ability to pay, which Andrea Horvath that the report iseducation, social housing, x”\-ﬂ o B e ~
would address the revenue crisisiot balanced, suggests that thehildcare, and social programs. ] \ e .
caused by three decades oRNDP might find it supportable if investing in infrastructure, and ! 2 Sy
regressive tax shifts from thethisyear’s corporate tax cuts werevalue-added manufacturing anc el Py Ny
corporations and the wealthy ontcscuttled. secondary industry, and [
the working class and the Butit's the Report as a wholeconverting military to civilian
unemployed. that must be scuttled, not just thisspending, is what will turn the L

If the Drummond Report is year's corporate tax cuts. situation around. Py (RIoN- A
implemented, tens of thousands Failing to grasp thisis afailure This is a prescription to put
will lose their jobs, and wages ando grasp that the Liberals’ austerity
living standards - and purchasingplan is contained within the

ower - will fall dramatically for D d R t. Th | A
Pnillions of Ontarians. Public gor\L/jenrqnnrqn(:e%twillre\(/eepa(ljirtsausteritey PEOPI-E S VOICE FUND DRIVE- $50/OOO

services will be privatized andagenda in a publicity campaign of

public assets sold off, whilerejecting various
spending on health and educatiomecommendations, and gaugingYO u n eed US I an d We n eed yO u !
will be cut so deep as to turn thepublic reaction to others before
clock back 50years. Property taxethe budget is unveiled in early We've all seen it coming: the a rollback of pensions. important role. Working people
and user fees (a hiddenMarch. The Liberals hope to beavalanche of devastating attacks It gets worse. They want toneed to understand the source of
consumption tax) will rise while remembered for what they rejecton the working people of Canadaprivatize every public asset and tdhe attacks, and to rally around an
servicesfall. not for what they will adopt. This Early warning signs were frequent,scrap regulations which restrictalternative which goes far beyond
The spending cuts describeds their strategy for austerity with from the lockouts at Vale Inco andtheir exploitation of workers and criticism of the existing order.
by Drummond as “unprecedentecda minority government. It can andHamilton’s US Steel, to the the environment. They want the Uniquely amongthe democratic
in the postwar period in Canada’must be rejected with urgency,propaganda war against the hard‘sacred right to profits” enshrined media across Canada, we stand for
are so great that implementatiorbreadth and heft. won rights and benefits of publicin “free trade” deals like CETA, a socialist alternative to the
could trigger a full-blown  The CPC (Ontario) calls onthesector employees, to thewhich will permanently prevent destructive impact of 21st century
recession, or worse, in Ontario. labourand democratic movementskyrocketing tuition fees which citizens from exercising democraticcapitalism. The policies of Stephen
Drummond’s report is the to demand the government shelveaddle students with a lifetime ofsovereignty over our country andHarper and his cohorts are not
prescription from the bankers andhe Drummond Report, and act tadebt. our economy. The Tories attacksimply areflection of their far-right
the biggest national andprotect Ontario’'s valuable social Millions of Canadians are their critics as “enemies of Canada’ideas. These policies flow from the
transnational corporations forprograms, public healthcare andealizingthatthese are notisolate@nd want full access to our privatecapitalist systemitself, which needs
felling universal social programs, education with aninjection of new cases. The war of the rich againstommunications. Social equalityto boost the rate of profits to keep
public healthcare and public andfunds. What we face now is athe rest of us which is shakingrights are under fire. expanding.
post-secondary education inrevenue crisis (not a spendingzurope is also being fought right Perhaps most terrifying, People’sVoice will continue to
Ontario. If implemented, the crisis) caused by a sharp decline ilere. Not satisfied with pay freezesStephen Harper wants to turncombine revolutionary theory with
recommendations will open upcorporate tax revenues, andandthe occasional private pensioi€anada into a highly-militarized the daily struggles of working
Ontario like a sardine can for theinadequate social transfers. grab, the bosses want everythingpartner of U.S. imperialism, killing people, in a format which is
biggest corporations to walk in It'sacrisis caused by corporateThey are demanding much lowempeople in deadly new wars ofaccessible and unifying. We will
and devour the choicest pieces.greed and by right-wing Big wages, an end to job security, anéiggression in the Middle East andyive full support to the fightback,
beyond. such as the April 21 rally being
. . These are dangerous timesorganized by the Ontario
2012: 90th anniversary of the WOl'klng class press Today every voice of opposition Federation of Labour at Queen’s
—— — o Harper is critical, and every Park, and we will continue to argue
CA W on action to block the corporatethat labour must begin to build a

agenda is urgent. powerful, militant, united people’s
ﬂ?E HITO"J'E UFAWU tu Sh“t pla “ts This year, People’s Voice will coalition against the corporate
agajnsf t t t G A-IT I- | continuetoreportonthefightback,agenda.
from the picket lines to the streets But we can’t do this without
free tm'de n prn es ru l“g to the ballot box. Like the you. It costs tens of thousands of
—page 7 — — pe 12 newspapers which precededollars to printand mail PV twice a

== People’s Voiceover the past 90 month, and our subscription rates
years, our pages will feature thecover only part of this expense. If

e millions of working people who you agree that the working class of
refuse to surrender, who keepCanada needs its own socialist
weskt o fighting for a better future. media, please give us your support.
r S

Statement by the Executive
of the Communist Party of
Canada (Ontario)

Ak

Butas we launch our 2012 Fund/Vhen you receive your 2012 Fund
Appeal, we remind our readers thafAppeal in the mail, be generous
People’s Voicdas an even more with your solidarity! e

\ Here's my contribution |
| to the PV Fund Drive! !

| S ciricnty bl i - I Enclosed please find my donation of $___ 1
el 4 o AL e Sk e Al 5 e ' 1 {0 the 2012 Peopletoice Press Fund Drivey
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Our series of historic front pages from the 90 years of the communist press in Canada continues |l Address

with this edition of the Pacific Tribune, dated March 2, 1988. The PT reported on arally held by the | City/town
Victoria-based Status of Women Action Group to protest the Socred government’s refusal to fund I

abortions through the provincial medical plan. Among the 2000 demonstrators were many dressed Prov Postal Code
as characters from Margaret Atwood’s novel, AHandmaid's Tale. Storiesinside the Tribune covered I

the campaign by the Canadian Auto Workers against Brian Mulroney’s “free trade” deal, and a coast- I sendyour contributiorto:

wide shutdown of fish processing plants to pressure Ottawa to uphold Canadian sovereignty atthe | People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1

talks for a General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs in Geneva. e o e e e e e e e
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Student actions a step ahead, but not enough

was a clear, militant action planto  Certainlythe Toriesarethemain The student movement inCanada. Camilo Ballesteros, who
return to the streets, draw in adanger. The ConservativeEnglish-speaking Canada has gas also a member of the Young

The Feb. 1 cross-Canada day ofnuch stronger range of forces, angiovernment are swinging theirto make time for a full-on offensive Communists of Chile, spoke of the
action by the Canadian Federatiokeep up the pressure. wrecking ball in parliament, but of coalition building and united needto interweave social networks
of Students was an important step That means ramping-up actionsnow with the full force of a majority. action. with the people, the workers, social
towards the kind of broad, unitedon campus. Sit ins. OccupationsTheir coming slash-and-burn One key player has to be labounrganizations, trade unions, and
fight for accessible education thatMore rallies. But it also meansbudgetwilldo even moredamage: as a movement, not justtheyouth“whodid notmakeitinto
is urgently needed right now.  bringing the struggle into the But the way to bring down this spokespersons at demos. Somthe University [and] were left

Students are facing a powerfulcommunity and winning the moralgovernment is to build the students might ask where thekicking stones.”
opponent - the agenda of bigsupport of the public which, atfightback every day, working to Canadian Labour Congress has Unity, Ballesteros said, is not
business. That means higher anfkast in sentiment, is probablyprevent the Tories from been all thistime - a fair questionsimply the goal: it is the only
higher tuition fees. Heavier studentlready there - but not yet in aimplementingtheir pro-corporate,given the current Georgettiweapon we have.
debt. Increased privatization. Thevisible way that cannot be ignored pro-war, pro-imperialistagenda. leadership. But since the election Thisisthe general direction that
corporate engines seem to be What'sthe beststrategy? When Moreover, in Winnipeg and of the Harper Tories, the laboura number of student, labour and
running on nitrous with the | spoke to one student leader irHalifax the student rallies weremovement, often atthe local level progressive forces in Quebec are
economic crisis these days. Ontario, she honestly said shectually protesting tuition has often been at the core. already taking. The seeds of this

The February 1st wasn't exactly clear on their nextincreases brought about by NDP The success of drawingpoliticaland strategic directionare
demonstrations should act as atep forward. provincial governments. And together the threads of resistancalso organically in the people’s
wake-up call for students in But from the speakers and thevhen Brian Topp visited Greecein sustained, united mass actiomovements of Canada. With a
English-speaking Canada, notjusinood at the rallies, it would seemfor the conference of the Socialisiwvas demonstrated in themilitant united action plan by the
because ofthe scale of the protestéor some top organizers the planignternational last summer, hemagnificentstrugglesin Chile laststudents, and the political will to
Crowds of afewthousand marchedo bring down the Harper returnedtowrite aglowingeditorial year. Chilean students have refight, they can flourish here too.
in several cities - below potential, Conservatives - by voting NDP inin theGlobe and Maipraising the defined the debate about the Johan Boyden is the General
but a good start. What was lacking?015. now-collapsed Papandreouconstitutional status of accessibleSecretary ofthe Young Communist
— " g REDUSEL m ; government’s austerity measuregducation in their country. League of Canada. Next issue, he

' ; for the Greek debt crisis. One ofthe leaders of the Chilearwill look at the growing struggles
; ' 5 Despite their support of a Post-student movementrecently touref students in Quebe®
Secondary Education Act, the NDP
cannot claim to be a consisten
defender of accessible education
Youth and students just can’t wait
for social democratic salvation in
2015.

Growing and deepening the
resistance also demands th
movement go further than lobbying
corporate media coverage and buy
in (i.e. advertisements), or socia
networking. These tactics are
similarly too narrow and notenough

By Johan Boyden

COPE members
elect new executive

About 300 members of
Vancouver’s Coalition of
Progressive Electors met on Fehb
19 to elect a new executive at thg
organization’s annual meeting.
Reflecting the strong participation
in COPE’s campaign during the
November 2011 civic election,
dozens of new members joined
before the AGM and took part in
the debates and voting.

Heading up the new COPE
executive are External Chair R.J
Aquino, who was a council
candidate last fall, and Internal
Chair Sarena Talbot (continuing

Frank Kennedy
the same role).

We are saddened to learn thatlongtime labour leader Frank Kerfnedy Rounding out the seven tablel
passed away on Feb. 19. Brother Kennedy was a former leader efficers are Donalda Greenwell-

Student rally in Toronto on Feb. 1 (PV photo: Ed Bil)

CORRECTION

In our issue dated Feb. 1-14, 2012 (page 12), we printed an
article titled “Demystifying Syria: background to the crisis”,
along with a sidebar commentary denouncing the plans for
imperialistaggression against Syria. The article was an updated
version of a commentary written several months ago by Salim
Kassem, who gave his approval for publication in People’s
Voice. Unfortunately, we neglected to state that Kassem’s
original articlefirstappeared in Monthly Review. We apologize
for any confusion caused by this inadvertent error.

-------------------\

the Longshore Workers union and the Vancouver & Dist

ict Baker and David Chudnovsky (reJ

Labour Council. He was a founder of both the Committeg

press time, details of a memorial had not yet been announc

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* The family of a mentally disabled worker won a Human Rig
Tribunal of Ontarigudgment against a wine bottleffor unfairly firing
all of their mentally disabled workers. The tribunal ordered back
but only at the illegally low $1.25/hour equivalent the workers
being paid as a training honorarium. The company had been b
the super-exploitation of mentally disabled workers over a de
and then fired them without cause once it didn’t need them.
*Yetanother virus/bacteria outbreakhas been declared ata Niag
Hospital, Welland this time, after tens of deaths and infectio
wave after wave despite the administration not restoring sta
beds, and service to the pre-cuts level.

* Brock University has reached contract settlementaith CUPE
Local 1295, which represents maintenance and trades employ
Brock, and with CUPE 2220, which represents staff at Rodman
Talks are continuing between the University and three other ca
unions.

* Welland’'s 78 outside workers(CAW Local 523) negotiate
successfully for raises between 1 and 2 percent over several
while including security on hours and vacations.

during the 1980s. Afull obituary will appear in our nextissue. At purHearty

ofelected as Recording Secretary ark

(newly-elected |
Corresponding Secretary), Aaro

Progressive Electorsin 1968, and the End the Arms Race coljtiopundraiser respectively), Kim]

d.

Eddie (newly-elected Treasurer
former COPE staff member), ano|
Kate Van Meer-Mass (Membershi
Secretary, previously amember o
large of the executive).

hts The five members at Iargel
include Anita Romaniuk, Richard

paggarquez, Tristan Markle, Wilson

erdunoz, and Ifny Lachance.

Iilt on“This new Executive reflects thell

addiversity ofthe COPE membershig]
and combines years of experienvt\:ja

braon the executive with fresh ne

s ilgadership and energy,” said R. 2

fing\quino. “We are looking forward
0 continuing COPE'’s history of |
advocating for affordable housin

eedRg social and environment%

Hallstice.”

mpusSix of the seven new tableI
officers were backed by a grou

y which includes most of thell

ye&rganization’s leadership an
candidates over the past twcl
elections.

\------------------_

MAY DAY 2012
GREETING ADS

To mark May Day 2012, People's Voice will print greetings
from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in
our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events
across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads will be
April 20; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
April 18. Please check with us about the format if your ad
is being sent electronically.

Ad rates (based on 5 column page):

I One column-inch..........ccooeviiiieiiiieeee, $15 I
I One column X 2 iNCNES.......ccooeeevveveeiieeenen, $25 I
One column X 3 iNChES......ccovvevvveveiieeeenan, $35
| Two columns X 2 inches..........cccoeeevvvvneeen. $45 |
I Two columns x 3inches.......ccccveevvvevninn.. $60 |
| Two columns X 4 inChes ........ccovvveeivneennnnn. $75 |
I Two columns x 5 inches........cccooeeeeiveennnnen $90 I
Three columns X 4 inches.........c.ccoeeeeee. .. $110
I Two columns x 7 inches.........ccooeevvveeeee. $130 I
I Three columns x 7 inches..........ococovevn..... $180 |

Send greetings to People's Voice at:
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1
E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

\-------------_
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EDIT ORIALS ————

Bill 30: PROFUNC revisited?

Justtwo years ago, the Harper Tories killed the long form cefpsu
arguing that the government has no right to gather perdon
information about Canadians. Today, they demand the ability tofree
our private email. The Tories try to spin every issue for their polifica
benefit, whether that means “defending privacy” or snooping jintc
our computers.

Bill 30 would force every Internet provider to hand “authoritigs”
access to our private information, at any time, without a warfan
Even more disgusting, the Tories are using child porn crimingls t
justify this outrageous attack on civil rights. Despite overwhelnjing
public opposition, they are still pushing Bill 30 through parliamgnt.

The details have changed, but there’s nothing inherently ngw i
this “Big Brother” legislation. Over sixty years ago, the fedgral
government established PROFUNC, underwhich the RCMP gatlher:
a mountain of data on communists and “sympathisers”. Eventpall
over 50,000 people were on the PROFUNC list, along with fafnily
members. The RCMP even recorded the exits from homes, tq he
them round up “security threats” for internment on “Mobilizatipn
Day.” (No, we aren’t making this up.)

That particular operation lasted until the early 1980s. PROFWN(
was used by the police and military in 1970 to help roung ur""'_'-_-_
“suspects” after the declaration of the War Measures Act. =T

Today, Bill 30 would give the state new powers to collect a vgstl
expanded range of information about Canadians, with much le¢
effort than the labour-intensive RCMP spy operations of eaflier
decades. This terrifying legislation must be blocked, befofe i

renders civil rights and democratic freedoms almost meaning|es U n Ite to StOp the g rOWI n g
Greetings for IWD 2012 waragainst Syria

This year, March 8th marks the beginning of a second century of _ _ . o _
International Women's Day celebrations. Launched in Copenhgemy Darrell Rankin all freedom fighters with a broadwars. This is convincing evidence
by a conference of socialistwomen, IWD quickly became a key|date _ humanitarian agenda. In fact, thehat the Syrian armed forces are
on the calendar of working class and revolutionary movemg¢nts. Events continue to moveU.S., Canada and other pro-wanot targeting civilians to be
March 8th remains a day to measure successes on the ppthat§ickly towards very dangerous,governments dismiss evidence tonassacred, but are engaged in a
equality, and to mobilize to achieve complete emancipation frondlestabilizing wars of occupationthe contrary, such as the co-<onflict with other armed groups.

T uSeP o HAVE
THSE RIGHTS TdQ -+

IM A FeRTILIZED
£Gq Aw) '
S04 TO HAve

lElLl_I__= THE RIGHTS

exploitation, oppression, militarism and patriarchy. in the Middle East, wars that will operation of the Al-Qaedaterrorist The peace movement - all anti-
This issue of People’s Voice looks at many of the current is udgample democracy and conditionggroup, Libyan armed groups, andvar groups and people - must force
facing women: the ongoing gender pay gap, the impact of igfprworking peopleinall countries Syrian insurgents. governments to recognize this

tuition fees, the demands to save and expand vital social progfaniBat take part. Imperialist and Imperialism’s dangerous plansreality: there is a civilwar, fueled in
the attacks on reproductive rights, and much more. In every udgactionary countries are pushingyo far beyond Syria. They includeno small measure by outside
case, full equality is not just a question for women; progress regiréiead with an onslaught ofthe take-over of Iran and theintervention, which needs a
unity of all working people against our common enemy, the capifaligieception and justifications, suppression of all democraticceasefire, not a massacre whose
ruling class which is destroying our planet in the pursuit of highebringing armed groups to life, andrevolutionary movements in the“only” solution is foreign military
corporate profits. making sure to involve as manyArab world. The acceleratingintervention. This truth is a
Today in Canada, the Harper Tories, their corporate backerg, agg@untries as they can. spread of war is the direst threat tmecessary precondition for real
their fundamentalist and male supremacist allies are the most vitious Western-backed armed groupsvorking people everywhere, to life diplomacy to occur; for example,
enemies of women’s equality. These forces aim to roll back e,g;d weapons are flooding intoand humanity’s future. It is demanding a ceasefire and talks
past gain for pay equity, access to employment and educatior, afiria, with the aim of creating essential to unite against the wathat produce ademocratic outcome.

women'’s control over their own bodies. conditions where a political danger.

But as powerful as these reactionary forces appear, the strengtflution to the civil war is War and working
of the working class and its allies is much greater. Women arglnolinpossible. Imperialist countries Massacre or civil war? people in Syria
nearly half of the total workforce, and a majority among organfzedvould rather drown Syriain blood _
workers in Canada. United to demand people’s needs, not corjordf@n allow democratic electionsto One of the key disputes over Tpe piggest danger for the
greed, millions of working class women have the potential to ptofake place. _ ~ Syria is if the government is gyyian people is that the civil war
Harper's gang in their tracks, and to help build a powerful moverent The former colonial powers in committing a large massacreyjj change into an international
for equality and fundamental social change. the Middle East such as Franc@gainst its own people, or if theconflict, and this is exactly the aim

The same is true on a global scale. On March 8th, we salu]‘e tg@d Britain, the United States,Syrianarmed forcesare engaged igfimperialism and the reactionary
women of the world, engaged in a historic and courageous strfiggierael and the most reactionarya serious conflict where they argqrcesinthe Arab League. Itis still

to create a future in which the liberation of each is the way towfard@embers of the League of Arabalsosuffering casualties. Objectivey jargely civil conflict, like the early
the emancipation of all! States, are making every effort toobservers estimate that close @t of the Spanish civil war in the

de-legitimize the Syrian 7,000 people have died in thejg3ps Bytlike the Spanish conflict
government, saying itisincapablecogfgcgci)BdUding bet"‘;e‘;n %Oqowhich saw fascist German and
of reform and that bloody regimeand 2,800 members of the Syrialygjian involvement, it holds the

PEOPLE'S VOICE change and foreign “help” are thearmed forces. _ . danger of increasing foreign
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. Only OpthﬂS. ) . The es“mates Strongly mdlca.te
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 These countries will be at thea very serious engagement with see UNITE, page 11
core of the pro-war “Friends of non-government armed groups,
Syria” coalition, to be unveiled in Not a massacre. The Arab Leaguge == == == == m= m= m= == o

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept.,
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

. . Tunisia on Feb. 24. Pouringmonitoring group’s report states
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net e o e T g o acco, g 10 S teams i ", Renew
Volunteers and contributors for this issue countries reject pressuring all sidedield, “the media exaggerated thg tOd ayl
Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Johan Boyden, Marianne of Syria’s internal conflict to hold nature of the incidents and th
Breton-Fontaine, Wally Brooker, Sam Hammond,| talks and decide Syria’s futurewithnumber of persons killed inl  Check your label
Helen Kennedy, Barb Moore, Darrell Rankin, ballots not guns. incidents and protests in certair]
Liz Rowley, Gurpreet Singh, Saleh They make unbalancedtowns.” The report was accepteq Please check the

government, such as to remove it¢xcept Qatar, a country leading th front page to see if

demands on the Syrianby all the AL executive members% address label on the
military from urban areas and alloweffort to overthrow the Syrian it's time to renew.

\---------_

other armed groups to take overgovernment. _ Subscribers who find
creating a situation for a dual “Modern”armed conflicthasal  .5415/03/01" on their
LETTERS government and invited foreignfar higher civilian casualty rate label. for example
. . armies. They vilify the Syrian compared to military losses; for . pie,
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the government, but make no promiseéxample, the civilian rate was 900/{ will 'ha_ve their _
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print that the armed groups it equipsn Viethamand 80% inWorld War subscriptions expire
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal and helps are better than the regim&wo. Considering that Syrian | with this issue,
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor it wants to overthrow. soldiers make up one-third tof March 1-15, 2012
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or The outcome of NATO's nearly half of the casualties, an _
pvoice@telus.net imposed regime change in Libyanot even counting deaths amon Don’t miss a
People’s Voice articles may be reprinted without should dash any easy illusionghe other armed groups, itis clea single copy -
permission provided the source is credited. that the armed groups trying tothat the civilian casualty rate s fa renew today!

topple the Syrian government ardower than other contemporary ™ mm mm mm e m= = - -
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Farmers, the Wheat Board and defeating Harper

such a law. It assigned MP Pa i i
Martin (Winnipeg Centre) to headsa\ntl communist
slander

up the effort.
Unless the courts overturn Bill  Martin spoke often to Parliament

By Darrell Rankin,
Winnipeg

The video also promotes the In fact, farmers have direct
false idea that the main market folexperience how the government
farmers’ grain is small bakeriescancels democracy by dropping
across the prairies, and thus therthem off voters’ lists and replacing

C-18, the so-called “Marketing and the media. But he never tried to  Anti-communist slander is oneis no need for single-desk selling their elected directors. Some sent
Freedom for Grain Farmers Act”,engage groups outside parliamenttof reaction’s most crude andl'dliketolivein Anderson’sworld, letters to theProducerrebuffing
the loss of the Canadian Wheablock Bill C-18 ortobuild supportfor dishonest weapons. An internetvithout the giant grain Ritz' anti-communist outburst
Board will be aheavy blowto prairie farmersinthe trade union movementsearch contains at least a thousartdansnationals! (Stooping low; Waste of Energy,
farmers, to all Canadians, andtoth&@hat says much about why thereferences to the “Communist Agriculture minister Gerry Ritz October 27) and the struggle
global food system. Conservativeswere Wheat Board.” sent out a statement in earlycontinued.

The millions who abletopassthebil Some top Conservative September,complainingaboutthe ThenthereisNielsen’scomment
rely ongrainimports without paying a politicians took part in the effort, large farmer meetings organizedo the Commons committee that
are now more firmly . much higher such as David Anderson, theby CWB directors to discuss thelooked at Bill C-18. He said the “so-
in the grip of giant See |t political price. minister responsible for the Wheatboard's future. He huffed that “pro- called producer meetings where
transnational e On the eve of Board. Anderson posted a videdoard participants had to be busedpecial interest groups and the
corporations, based the first big on his website portraying a CWBin to legitimize the process. EvenCommunist Party of Canada were
mainly in the U.S. The Harper protestby farmersin October (soorofficial telling a wheat farmerwho cousin organizations of the CWB,allowed to attend and spread their
Conservatives destroyed the CWRBafter C-18 was introduced), Martinwants to sell his grain to a bakersuch as the Communist Party opropaganda” was all part of the
as a way to boost their profits anddeclared defeat: “Thisis a runaway'Slow down, young man. You are Canada, were fully represented'CWB'’s “constant standoff” with
for no other reason. freighttrainand | don’tthink there’s talking Eskimo. You cannot do (Western Producer, Sept.)l5  the government.

It is a good time to look at theany stopping it.” The commentthose things in Saskatchewan.” Buses had nothing to do with Although Nielson is deeply
fight to save the CWB, and towas not warmly received by Thefarmerquestions howthe CWBbringing more than 2,000 farmerstoffended by democracy, farmers
discuss strategy to stop the&armerswhohadworkedallsummercan exist, arguing that it seemsseven large meetings last summewvill continue to meet across the
Conservative efforts to turnto build alliances and protests. “kind of communist.” This racism The Communist Party handed ouprairiesto resistthe Tories. And the
Canada over to their favourite The only way to defeat thewas condemned by Inuit leadeleaflets at these meetings, which i€€ommunist Party will continue to

how we

bidder. Conservative agenda is to helgMary Simon.
By killing the Wheat Board, the mobilize and unite all sections of

distribute literature as it has for
more than ninety years, legal or not.

our democratic right.

Conservatives declared war onthevorking people - something the
family farm. Once the CWB’s NDPisfailingtodo. The exclusively
single-desk mandate ends imparliamentary path to defeating the
Augustthousands of smaller farmsTories is one of disappointment
in Western Canada will be ruined.and defeat.

This places the matter of building  Since the federal election, the
labour-farmer unity as a keyCommunist Party fought to save
strategy to defeat Harper's bigthe Wheat Board by building
business agenda. labour-farmer unity to defend the L

A crack is being created in thefamily farm. We were part of the
relationship between big busines®ffort that helped win the suppor
and farmers. To find a comparableofthe CLC and the prairie provincial
conflict between small and biglabour federations for the CWB.
business in Canada, we have to gbhis is planting the seeds of
back the Mulroney Tories’ better future.
introduction of the GST in 1991,
the last time a general strike was
considered by the Canadian Labour
Congress.

An anti-CWB farmer, Jeff
Nielson, told MPs at a House of
Commons committee last fall that
there were *“about 20,000
commercial grain producers in
western Canada,” and complaine
the CWB sentout plebiscite ballots
to 66,000 producers. The

By Tyler Shipley,
ww.uptownmag.com
Winnipeg)

Itmust be tough to be a Torontosoldiers before a game.

Wilson.

significance of this comment isMaple Leafs fan. As a proud According to Cherry, this
Winnipegger stranded in Toronto,demonstrated Wilson “couldn’t personalities are

Nielson’s comment reveals al've taken much delight in the care less” about the troops -ighting over who
sharpening struggle between largannual disappointment the Leafgrounds for a verbal lashing onloves the troops
and smallfarmsin Canada, sparkedeliver to their supporters, as theyHockey Night in Canada, one ofmost, while the
by the giant corporations/Tories,find new and ingenious ways toCanada’s most popular programsorganization that
Tobe clear, Wilson is no peacenikpays their bills -
the upper hand. These larger Thisweek,asiftheteam’swoeshe’s taken his team to trainingdirectly or

enormous.

where the commercial farms havefail to even make the playoffs.

Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, Western Producer, Sept. 15,2011

Anti-communism is the crude
weapon of people who want to
disguise their real agenda. Stephen
Harper'sagendais being more loyal
to the giant U.S. grain
transnationals than to prairie
farmers. U.S. reactionaries consider
Canada “communist,” because for
many years we have had medicare,
the CBC and the Wheat Board. But
their real aim is maximum profits.
Harper is working hard to please
his masters in Washington, selling
out Western wheat farmers and
the country along with thene.

Even cousin
organizations of th

CWSB, such as the
Communist Party of
Canada, were fully,
represented”

Support our troops - or else

transgression by head coach Rothat the Leafs have one of thecamouflage jerseys this season -

closestrelationships to the militaryand when former Blue Jay Carlos

His transgression? Failing toof any NHL franchise - though Delgado protested the war in Iraq
clap during a tribute to CanadianMark Chipman seems bent orby staying in the dugout during

challenging that title. the singing of God Bless America,
In sum, three Toronto hockeyhe was predictably booed. It seems
even the mildest
deviationsfromthe
Other “support the
troops” mantraare
disciplined quickly
and intensely.
Ironic, since we're

voices. ..

capitalist farmers hope to prevailweren’t enough, Leafs fanssessionswiththe military andjokedindirectly - is floundering its way routinely told those troops are
and profitfromthe demise 0f46,000endured an ugly public disputewiththe mediaaboutwearingarmyinto an eighth straight seasorfighting for our “freedom.”

smaller farms.

between GM Brian Burke andfatigues behind the bench. He andvithout a playoff appearance.

In Canada, it stands to reason

Most family farmers have small obnoxious TV personality Don Burke have bragged aboutthe fact As usual with Don Cherry, these demands of ideological
flagrant

operations and have to make endSherry over a
meet with off-farm jobs. They are
partly in the working class and
partly self-employed capitalists.
Many are already members oftrad
unions.

They are often close to losin
their farms and joining the ranks o
the working class. These farmer
canwork with the labour movemen
in creating a better society, wher
the family farm has afuture and ci
dwellers have food they can trust|

When the labour movemen
picks the time for a battle inits own
name to bring down the Harpe
Conservatives, it will have a
potential ally in the majority of
prairie farmers. Thatis the crownin
achievement of the last sever
months.

J. B. McLachlan and
the miners’ strikes

Fiery radical J. B. McLachtan had anough. As leader of District
26 of the Umnited Mine Workers in Cape Breton, he led his men
oul 1o suppost the strike at British Empire Steel and 1o defy the
weak leadership of the UMW, In the 1820s the price of coal
had tanked so0 the company squeezed the workers to the point
of starvation, Some gains were won, but the viclent struggles
went on foar years.

sEsEs e

Two dif ferent tactics

When Tory agriculture minister
Gerry Ritz vowed after the May 2
federal election to destroy the
Wheat Board, the NDP said it

EEaEE e

1923: Canada imposes Chinese Exclusion Act,

DWTiNams 2

would do all in its power to block

hockey has taken a back seat to atonformity are driven, at least in
ultra-conservative agenda thapart, by an awareness that there is
demands uncritical andalotlesstobe proudofinthe armed
unequivocal support for thewings of the Canadian state than
military. While it might be nice to there used to be. We like to think
imagine that Cherry is a 77-year-we are better in the world than the
old infant with few supporters, in United States but, in the past
actuality he enjoys the consistentlecade, we've bombed civilians
backing of the CBC, the entireand submitted prisoners to torture
network of Sun newspapers, andn Afghanistan, we've participated
liberal and conservative politiciansin and supported illegal overthrows
across the country, not least Rolef democratic governments in
Ford, the buffoon mayor of Central America, and we’'ve even
Toronto. turned the violence against our
In the realm of pro sports, theown citizens, as inthe mass arrests,
pressure to conform to a pro-beatings and detentions of
military ideology has never beenpeaceful protestors during the G20
so intense. One can hardly forgeSummit.
the way Winnipeg's celebrationof ~ So if it's not self-evident that
our returned NHL franchise wasCanadian guns always do good,
quickly co-opted into a photo-op perhaps it's time to insist there be
at 17 Wing. For denouncing thisspace to have a mind of one’s own
pandering to Canada’s violentand express criticism when it's
military machine, | had my face necessary. And, for the sake of
plastered into the Winnipeg Sununfortunate Leafs fans, let Ron
with a “dishonourable mention.” Wilson focus on hockey.
Similarly, there wasllittle space  Tyler Shipley is a writer/
for meaningful critique of the researcherandafounding member
Toronto Raptors’ decision to wearof The Consumer Goods
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Inspiring new struggles mark IWD 2012

March 8 is a day to honoursharpestimpact on women, giverkilled in the Senate. The and other indicators. expansion, violence and economic
women'’s struggles, take stock ottheir lower average incomes, andConservatives have followed the The unequal status of women irstrangulation of Palestine, which
hard-won gains, and to demandhigher rates of poverty. lead of the federal Liberals (whoCanada has been condemneiinposes terrible hardships upon
full equality. The election of amajority Harperabolished the Canadian Advisoryinternationally. High poverty the women of Gaza and the West

This year, International Conservative government hasCouncil on the Status of Womenlevels and the lack of socialBank. We condemn the drive for
Women’s Day comes amidstintensified the threats toand cut funding to the Nationalassistance to women have beenew wars against Iran and Syria.
inspiring new struggles. The globaldemocratic gains. The groundAction Committee onthe Status ofraised by virtually every United
Occupy Movement has exposedreaking House of Commons voteNVomen - NAC). The Tories closedNations body that reviews Needed: a Working

the growing income gap and Canada’s human rights

political power disparity between performance, including the Class response

th Ithiest 1% and the oth CEDAW C ittee, th . .

QQ%A)V.V?/:’/iorlliensg pe(())r?lg in IEeu;)OpgI ¢ International Women's Committee onogcr:)q;]o;?c Socieal Since the demise of NAC, atruly

are conducting huge struggles ‘ fF . and Cultural Rights, the ’Humanpan—Canadlan voice foryvomen’s

against austerity measures. \: Day 2012 Greetings from Rights Committee, and the Humarﬂrggr;ﬁizggiv obrr?:r?’srr?wlg\?elzrr]r?én;rhhaes
Across the _capltahst_ world, ".l the Communist Party of R|ghtsC_ounC|I. . been deeply wounded by

women are disproportionately et Despite the claim that WomenS stematic cuts to funding. Yet the

paying the price for bailouts of the ‘\.. Canada and the Young have achieved “equality,” they still Y X 9.

banks and major corporations. " ona face under-funding of emergency/I9NtPack continues. Young

neo-liberal cutsto social programs Communist League shelters and support services fofyomen hel.d th_e _Rebelles

public service layoffs and massive victims of family violence. crc])nferené:e ”} Winnipeg, and

tuition increases. Economic and social conditionstousands of young women

discussed feminism and developed

In Canada, IWD 2012 comesin early 2011, adding genderl2 of 16 offices of the Status ofare shameful for Aboriginalwomen i
amanifesto, www.rebelles.org/en/

amidst intense attacks byidentity and gender expression a¥Vomen Canada, eliminated theand girls, who are particularly )
cor ; e ; , ; ; = manifesto.

porations upon the hard wonprohibited grounds for funding of any women’s vulnerabletoracismandinequality, W d . h
pensions of workers, and bydiscrimination and harassment inorganization involvedin advocacy,and hundreds of whom have been ° omendtra € unlonlsl’gi aI}]/e
governments upon public pensiorboth the Canadian Human Rightsand amended the Acton Equitablenurdered  or disappeared.g"’“mg“.”e Lsteructurgs Ike the
plans. These attacks have th€ode and the Criminal Code, wasCompensation to prevent the us€onditions in First Nations Wana lan ? our or;]grr(]ers]sls
of courts to advance pay equity.communitieslike Attawapiskatare Omiﬂ scon eéenc%s_,w f'.C o ? P

The Harper government alsobeing condemned internationally. eep he pan-Lanadian Tignt for

{ OurEnpioteas

T e A o .
e s ;E,’D"t n'::mhlﬁ.ﬂ‘ “if';’"'f_[“. threatens women’s reproductive Today, war is the most terrible\’\r’]c.)m‘?ns rights allveH HO\r:vever,
PP e ':'-"'--' s Bl we fhnl b, rights, with actions like a crime against humanity. From thellIS 1S not enough. The re-
NiGer  WIOW .27 el we s Mot Poercifut Conservative MP’s so-calledMiddle East to Afghanistan to €Stablishment of an organization
105, ABBING el FIGHT ol , =28 private member's bill" asking Colombia, warsincreasinglytarget K€ NAC, which could bring
i gy ":',!._" Uhi RS - @ Parliament to declare a fetus aivilian populations. Women andtertheerI?men from labour,
'---n'_“'[ﬁm : person under the law. children are casualties Ofyoung.Re.e €swomen, womenin
Canada’s Employment bombardment from the air andPrganizations that fight for legal

é’lghts, reproductive rights,

Insurance program fails theatrocities on the ground, and th disability rights, child care,

majority of part-time and minimum victims of health catastrophes )
wage workers, especially womenarising from the destruction of °f9a@nizations that represent
Only three women workers out ofpower plants, water supply”Poriginal women and racialized
ten are eligible to collect El. Evensystems and hospitals. Trillions ofvomen, would be an important
those who meet the requirementslollars are wasted on miIitarismadvance' .
can’tsurvive on benefit rates set ainstead of development to provide .T.he response to the economic
55% of their low previous earnings.education and  economicC'iSis by working people, women
The lay-off of public sector workers opportunities, clean water, healtf21d _men, must be to build a
has resulted in long waits for claimscare, and more human rights 0Ple’s Coalition for a genuine
to be processed. protection, including personal alternatwe_)tocorporategreed.Such
Provincially, cuts to welfare, security, choice in marriage, and? campaign, qu by .the labour
health care and legal aid, abolitiorreproductive choice. movement and its allies, should
of advisory councils on the status Global environmental fight to restructure the economy,
of women, tuition increases, anddevastation impacts women and® Provide sustainable jobs, and to
inadequate child care, are just somehildren, from those near Alberta's "Prove social services and
actions which have impactedtarsands,tothoselivingin droughfncreased opportunities for
women. stricken sub-Saharan Africa.VOmMen. 1o pro_tgctjoblessworkers
IWD is particularly significant Changing material conditions goeéﬁjmd their famllles,oEI payments
for working class women, hand in hand with changing sociafnust be set at 90% of previous
oppressed by the “double burden‘attitudes. earnings. Evictions and utility
of exploitation in the workplace ~ The Communist Partyexpresse%um]cfs againstall families affected
and the major share of domestiour full solidarity with all women y unemployment must be banned.
labour. Despite their growing involvedinthe struggle for survival The Iabqu_r movemen.tmustfocus
numbers in Canada’s workforce,under difficult conditions. We ©norganizing unorganizedwomen,
women’s unequal economic statuslemand that Israel abandon itd1® MOStimportantway to combat

; ; o " : ; .1 poverty and income disparity.
is reflected in a 30% “wage gap”apartheid policy of territorial But as long as capitalism

continues, it will generate

B h b - d 2 I - 1 C d poverty, inequality, exploitation,
y t e nU m erS. gen er Inequa Ity In ana a environmental degradation and
war. These are not side-effects,
income comes fromemployment, occupations, aswellasinteachingnen, 16.1% of whom werge they are built into a system
comparedwith79%ofmen’sin and natural science-relatedunemployed that year. designed to maximize profit in
based Statistical Report”, dollar terms, in 2008 women occupations. Inthese occupations;In 2005, themedianincome of|  private hands. Under capitalism,
by Statistics Canada received about $21,000_ mwomenez;\rned83%t085%asmgcAborlglnaIWomenwas$15,6_54 every step forward for women is
employmentincome; menreceivechs men in the same occupatiombout $5,000 less than the figyre threatened by the next economic
* Canadian women earned arjustover $37,000. group. for non-Aboriginal women, whe downturn or war. Only socialism,
average totalincome of $30,100 * Women received about 17% of*Women inmedicine and health- had a medianincome of $20,640. based on democratic, collective
in 2008, but the average totaltheiincomefromgovernmentmen related occupationsearned about *During 2006, 8.4% oftheisible | ownership and working class
income fomen was $47,000  received about 8% of theirincome57% as much as men in thoseninority women aged 25 to 54 power, can permit the enormous
*Women'’s average total incomefrom government. Indollar terms, inoccupations; women in businessvhowere inthe labourforce wefe creative and productive potential
waslower than men’sin every 2008, womenreceivedabout$1,30@nd finance occupations earnedinemployed,comparedwith5.0p6 of the world’s workers to be used
province. In Alberta, women’s more in transfer payments, ambout 59% as much as their mal®f non-visible minoritywomen.| constructively for human needs.
total incomes were 55% of men’saverage of about $5,000 per yearounterparts. In the non-*Youngvisible minoritywomen For a century, since IWD was
in 2008 ($34,000 forwomen andmen received about $3,700. professional occupations such asveremorelikelytobeunemployed adopted by a Socialist International
$61,700 for men); in *Womenworkingfulltimeearess sales and service, women earnethan those in older age categories.women’s conference in Copen-
Newfoundland and Labrador,thanmeninthe samecategouring about57% of men working in theseln 2006, 15.0% of visible minority hagenin 1910, the full participation
women’s incomes were 57% of2008. The gapin earningsis greatestccupations. women aged 15 to 24 were out|of of women has been essential for
men’s. The gap was smallest irbetween women and menworking® Unemployment rates for work, compared with 8.4% qf the success of working class and
Prince Edward Island (78%) andin primary occupations and in theAboriginal women were twice as visible minoritywomenaged25{o democratic movements.
Quebec (72%). social sciences/government andiigh as those of their non-54 and 7.1% of visible minority On IWD 2012, the Communist
* In 2008,female lone-parent religion-related occupations. InAboriginal counterparts. In 2006, women aged 55 to 64. Party of Canada stands in solidarity
families had the lowest averagethese occupations, women earneti3.5% of Aboriginal women were * Of the visible minority women  with all those who struggle for
total income of all family types, about one-half what men did. unemployed, compared with a ratén an economic family, 28% wele peace, equality, democracy and
$42,300, or 70% of the $60,400* Earnings forwomenworking full of6.4% for non-Aboriginalwomen. below the low-income cut-off| social progress. A better world is
earned by male lone-parentime were closesttothose of men'sSThe unemployment rate amongbefore taxin 2006, comparedwith both possible and necessary - the
families. for those working in thearts, Aboriginalwomenwas lowerthan14% of non-visible minority world of socialism, which can
* About 70% of women’stotal culture and recreation-related that experienced by Aboriginal women.e guarantee full equality and a future
for humanity! e

Excerpts from “Women
In Canada: A Gender-
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The Harper Majority vs. Women’s Equality

By Helen Kennedy for women’s organizations. poor, aboriginal and racializedHarper's failure to take effective monthtax credit. Atthesam_etime,
Despite statistics showing crimeyouth and adults. action in connection with the the corporate takeover of childcare
As we celebrate Internationalrates are flatordeclining, the Harper The Harper government hasmurders and disappearances leid gaining a foothold in Canada -
Women'’s Day this year, let's takeConservatives declared law andolled back supports to helpdirectly to the request to the UN.after decimating the public, not-
a look at the Stephen Harper'sorder a top priority. Legislation eliminate violence againstwomen. The large scale attack on publidor-profit sector in Australia.
continuing agenda to roll backsupported by both the LiberalsThe Tories are close to realizingservices began during the Harper Laws protectingwomen’s right
equality rights. How much moreand the NDP introduced their goal of eliminating the Long- minority, but his majority status hasto an abortion may be in danger.
damage have the Tories inflicted irmandatory minimum sentences foiGun Registry, a core platform of theupped the ante. After eliminatingMost recently, MP Steven
the firstyear of their new majority? gun crimes. Bill C-10, the Safeparty from their pay equity as a basic Woodworth filed a motion in the
The anti-woman policies of the Streets and Communities Act, isReform-Alliance human right in the House of Commons asking for a
Harper Tories have been wellcurrently in Senate hearings. Ifroots. The Registry 2009 budget, the review of medical evidence about
documented since they came tgassed, C-10 will greatly reducewas created in 1995 Harpergovernmentis when a child can be considered a
office as aminority governmentinand/or eliminate rehabilitation as a direct result of now looking at human being separate from the
2006. The first move was to backprograms and recast the criminathe Montreal cutting up to 60,000 mother, and the legal impact of
pedal on the national childcarejustice system towards Massacre. It is public sector jobs - denying full human rights to an
program and offer a stingy $100 gounishment and vengeance. estimated to have most of them good unborn child. Tory MPs have also
month tax credit. Dismantling Harper’s “law and order” saved 300 lives per jobs with decent foughtto deny funding to Planned
support for advocacy aroundlegislation will result in huge year and is benefits that are held Parenthood, and to restrict
legislative and constitutional increases in criminal justice supported by the by women. The push international aid for maternal health

change was next, with thebudgets - more policing, courtsC a na dian to downsize the civil to groups which are anti-abortion.
cancellation of the Courtand prisons. Ignoring early Association of Chiefs of Police.  serviceis mirrored acrossthe countnéWomen'’s fears are well-grounded.
Challenges Program, the closurehildhood and school age supports Violence against women is notprovincially and municipally. It is clear that the Harper

of most Status of Women officesthat could be delivered through aa priority of the Harpergovernment. The Harper Tories continue togovernment continues to erode
acrossthe country and cancellatiochildcare program, the ToryThe United Nations has favour two-parent families with a women’s equality rights while
of research and advocacy fundingpriority is to investinsteadinjailing announced an inquiry into thestay-at-home mom for tax credits,allowing social programs to be cut

- hundreds of missing and murderechot childcare. Tiny tax rebates foror cancelled. This International
aboriginal women in Canada. Thechildren enrolled in arts andWomen’s Day, women need to
inquiry will investigate serious recreation programs stand up and expose the misogynist
violations of the Conventions ondisproportionately aid stay-at- policies of the Tory government.
the Elimination of all Forms of home moms who are also likely toWomen'’s rights are human rights -
Discrimination against Women. benefit the most from the $100 awe want our fair shareé

Education cost s put heavier

burden on women

$3,000 ayear - when they are paidprograms, as well as apprenticeship
Women'’s life-long learning, programsto recruitwomeninto so-
Tuition fee increases post-secondary education or reealled “non-traditional” work are
disproportionately impact the training is further held back by thealso under-funded or non-existent.
access of women to education, aiarper government’'s refusal toDespite massive increases in
example of social policy implement a country-wide child military spending and an
perpetuating gender inequality,care program. The total number ofggressive recruitment campaign,
says a new policy report from aquality child care spaces isthere have been virtually no new
feminist research group atinadequate; nor is day careprograms to counter the higher
Concordia University in Montreal. affordable. Evenin Quebec, whichsexual violence, harassment and
The report, authored by thehasa$7aday child care, spaces ad@mestic abuse experienced by
Simone de Beauvoir Institute, wadimited with waiting lists up to three women training, working, or living

D 0 m eStl C WO rke rS Wl n released as students mobilize foyears. Child careisrarely availableon military bases.

increased accessto education. The@ the evenings, when night The barriers women face are
n eW |abo u r Stan d ard S Charest Liberals have announcedourses are offered. reflected inthe character and quality
a$1,625 across-the-board increase While provincial governments of education received by students,
InJune 2011, the international labour movement, working cl@sely tuition fees in Quebec. Acrossjustify tuition increases by claiming the Institute said. Greater barriersto
with domestic workers around the globe, brought the voices offheSmnada, over the past threeducation is a good investmenpost-secondary education result in
mostly women workers to the International Labour Organizatign idecades, tuition fees haveand will result in an increasedfewer women instructors and
Geneva where a new convention was passed. increased by 400 per cent abovealary, women and men do not getenured professors, which can be
The ILO Convention on Decent Work for Domestic Workers getinflation, pushing student debt tothe same financial result out ofreinforced by racistand sexist hiring
out specific standards for the treatment of Live-In Caregivers, vyhiclirecord four billion dollars. their diplomas. On a life average practices. Under pressure to
includes giving domestic workers employed in people’s homes the On average, the report noteswomenwillmake $863,268 lessthanmmediately find a job after
right to form unions. It also establishes standards such as w@rkin@men are poorer than mena man for the same diploma. Thiggraduation, women students are
hours, maternity leave and minimum wage. because of pay inequality. Ininequalityiseven greaterforwomerless likely to enrol in courses such
The Canadian Labour Congress funded women to attend the IlCanada, women workers make 7 from racialized and new immigrantas Gender Studies. These programs
meeting, including four domestic workers’ advocates from Carjadaents on each dollar for a man focommunities. have been the specific target of
CLC Vice-President Barbara Byers indicated in a press releasp thedmparable work. Atthe sametime, Aboriginal women face cutbacks by  university
“Having these women present made it a different discussion, bgcawsefund their education, moreadditional obstacles to obtaining aadministrations. The University of
when employers and governments have said ‘we don'thave prdblegptsuing women students arediploma. While 25% of non- Northern British Columbia, for
in our country’, there were domestic workers there who would sayorking than ever before. aboriginal women hold a diplomaexample, has all but eliminated its
“actually, you do have problems in your country, and we've peen In Quebec today, over 40 perat the age of 25, only 9% of Women Studies program.
many cases where people come from our country to your countfy ageht of students work more than 2\boriginal women do so at same “Ensuring equitable access to
experience serious workplace abuses’.” hours a week, considered age. Breaking Treaty rightsstate-funded education not only
Oneresultalready seenin Canada by the passing of this Conyentilweshold-level critical foracademicguaranteeing access to postsupports students; it is one
isthaton Dec. 15, 2011, Citizenship and Immigration Minister Jasauccess. Women are oversecondary education, the federatoncrete way to support the work
Kenney announced the federal government will finally allow Livg-Inrepresented in low and minimum-government has capped Firsbf post-secondary teachers, as
Caregivers to benefit from open work permits after completing nparlyage jobs. Many students alsdNations and Inuit educationwell,” the Institute said.
4000 hours of work. This long overdue change for these predomihanihork for free, in so-called “co-op” funding at two per cent growth Responding to the claim that
female workers ends the lack of choice that required them to r¢maifacements, for-profit research, orsince 1996. Métis and non-statugovernments, and particularly the
tied to an employer who could easily abuse labour standards jwhieher such “partnerships” with students receive no funding toCharest Liberals, do not have
the worker waited for the permanent residency application jo srporations. pursue their education. sufficient funds to adequately
reviewed. The previous process was lengthy and contributefl to aPay-inequality has a very This racist policy has likely support women’s education, the
situation of indentured servitude, where if a worker registerfed @egative affect on single parentgrevented hundreds of thousandinstitute noted that imposing
complaint against their employer, they risked losing their workjvisgoverwhelmingly mothers)whoareof Aboriginal students from licensing fees on mining and
and their job. forced to allocate 18 per cent ofattending college or university.industrial manufacturing
The new ILO Convention on Decent Work for Domestic Workersamily revenue on education costsAbout 20,000 eligible students arecompanies using water in Quebec
is animportant and historic victory. The CLC has stated thatthg nefsir a bachelor-level diploma, oncurrentwaiting lists. Adire crisis alone could yield $775 million
stepisto ratify and implement the Convention within Canadian Igbogbmpared with two-parent familiesof unemployment and poverty annually (atarate of just one penny
law, so that the 150,000 Live-In Caregivers currently working ig thevho already spend 10 per cent oéxists in Aboriginal communities for each litre used). “[Clollectively,
country can have access to what the rest of the world hag negenue for a diploma. Likewise,fighting the genocidal legacy of Quebec does have the resources
recognized as basic labour rights for domestic workers. The QLCahild support payments rarely covercolonial policies, leaving young required to ensure that all people
now calling on the Canadian governmentto ratify and implemeft thre expenses of raising children. (ImAboriginal women struggling tojust have equitable access to post-
ILO Domestic Worker Conventiore Ontario, for example, the averagegraduate high school. secondary education,” the
child support payments are only Trade school and art and desigiinstitute said.e

PV Montreal Bureau

OnFeb. 14, thousandstook partinthe annual marchto remember
missing and murdered women in Vancouver, where the Oppal
Inquiry is conducting hearings on the failure of the police and
justice system to protect these women. (PV photo: K. Cariou)
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Turkish police The labor |_aW says workers’ Bangladesh mills and factorieswilful failure to implement labour market changes.

unions are entitled to go on strikeunder six state-owned sectoiprecautions in the workplace. “We call for a general strike ...
harass IWD plans with the approval of the Labor corporations. The workers are Over62hearingssince 2009, the@gainst exploitation and

Union Confederation. But the demanding implementation of aprosecutors showed how tha@mpoverishment,” CGTP secretary

The ongoing police harassmentawyer said there are loopholes asvage commission award from Julydefendants, despite their cleageneral Armenio Carlos said

of Turkish trade unions has agairwell as restrictions inthe law. 1, 2009, and amendments to thenderstanding of the deadlyfollowing a meeting of national
targetedwomen. OnFeb. 13, fifteen “The government still hasn’t 2006 Labour Act. consequences of asbestos, chosmion leaders. “This is a general
leaders and activists preparing foimplemented the confederation. The strike was observedto maintain operation of Eternit strike about the rights of workers
International Women’s Day were The law excludes any protectiongpeacefully in jute, sugar andfactories for the sake of profits.and the young generation.”
arrested and taken into custodyfor labor activists and proceduresewsprintmills, fertiliser factories, Relatives of almostthree thousand Two previous general strikes
Their houses as well as the officegor organizing,” he said. forestand steelindustries. Earlierdead and ill victims, exposed tosince the beginning of the debt
of the municipal workers union, In negotiations earlier, thethe workers had organised gat@sbestos from 1952 until 1986 atrisis in 2008 were organised by
Tum Bel Sen; the health and socialactory owner had only agreed tomeetings to press home theilEternit Group enterprises,both the CGTP, which is close to
service workers union, SES; and ofaise the hourly wages by 25 kyatdlemands but the government didvelcomed the guilty verdict with the Communist Party, and the

the Confederation of Civil Servants(3 cents). This news generated aot respond. tears and applause. UGTP, linked to the Portuguese
Trade Unions, KESK; were raided Speakers at the Feb. 15 rallies The international trade unionSocialist Party. But the two
and searched. said the labourers were living inmovement has pursued a globalederations have different
After four days in custody, on é ) hardship, facing price hikes ofban on asbestos for many yearsstrategies over the anti-worker
Feb. 16, the women were chargefl essential commodities while they agenda of Portugal’s conservative
with being members of an remain badly paid. Members of i government. The labour “reforms”,
organisation considered illegal, their families are facing malnutrition Po_rt Workers_ resist whichwere accepted by the UGTP
KCK. Pendingtrial, nine out of the and their children’s education isyetirement hike butrejected outright by the CGTP,
15womenwere held in provisiona badly hampered. They warned that increase hiring and firing flexibility

if their demands were not fulfilled A strike over governmentplansand abolish several holidays and

immediately, they would launch to raise the retirement age from 6(acation days.

tougher actions. to 62 for port workers brought UGTP Secretary General Joao
Meanwhile, ateam of the striking Belgian porttraffic to a halt on Feb.Proenca said his union would not

labourers met local officials to 14. At Antwerp, Europe’s secondparticipate in the March 22 strike

press home their demands. Leadefsusiest in terms of cargo tonnageas it was a “protest movement

of workers federations from otherthe stoppage by tugboat operatoreithout defined objectives”.

detention and the other six
released. Twenty-seven membe
of KESK are now detained. Womerf
trade unionists denouncing
violence against women ar
regularly repressed, particularl
during celebrations on March 8t

v)

(International Women’s Day), and _/ sector corporations were alscand traffic operators meant 31 ship€alling the changes an “important
Nov. 25, the UN International Day present at the meeting. were unable to enter or leave. Thetep”, Proenca said “we must
for the Elimination of Violence roar of disappointment among the smaller ports of Ghent andmaintain this path and not choose
Against Women. waiting workers. Some reacted inStee| workers Zeebrugge were also at a standstilconflict for conflict’s sake”.
tears, some cursed the company. - A union spokesperson the The “reforms” are part of
Sllpper factory Most of the workers only make demand raises actionwould continue atleastuntilconditions set by the European
around 60,000to 70,000 kyat ($75 a meeting with pensions ministerUnion and International Monetary

workers walk out to $87.50) a month, including More than 5,000 workers at theVincent Van Quickenborne. TheFund for their bailout of debt-
overtime, bonuses and other cashlanzhong Steel Company instrike lasted for several more daysstricken Portugal in exchange fora

Over 1800 employees atthe Tabenefits. But heavy penalties forChina’s northern province of ending only on Feb. 17 whenloanof78billioneuros ($103 billion).
Yi slipper factory in western mistakes or lateness - employeeShaanxi went out on strike Feb. 14pperators began working to clear The strike call came as officials

Rangoon’s Hlaing Tharyar are fined if they don’t show up atdemanding higher pay. Workersthe backlog which had grown tofrom the so-called “troika” of the

Township went on strike Feb. 6,the factory at 7 am sharp - oftencomplained that they had to workaround 70 vessels. European Union, European Central
demanding a doubling of theirimpose aheavy burdenonworkersweekends and holidays and yet Bank and the International
hourly wages to 150 kyat ($0.18) Last year, a three-day strike atheir average monthly wage wasGeneral strike Monetary Fund continued a two-
and an increase in their monthlythe slipper factory ended when thestill just between 1,000 and 1,500 week review of the economy,
bonus from 6,000 kyat ($7.50) todirector general of the Departmentyuan, barely enough to live on.  call In Portuga| checking Portugal’s progress since
8,000 kyat ($10). of Labourtook partas amediatorin  This follows a strike last month lastyear’s bailout. The Portuguese

“Their ultimate goal is to get a negotiations. But this time theinvolving around 10,000 workers  Portugal’s General economy contracted by 1.5 percent
raise in hourly pay. If they can getstrikers said they thought the senioat another steel plant in ChengduConfederation of Workers (CGTP)in 2011, and unemployment hit 14
that, they can earn more fromlabour officials on the negotiationthe provincial capital of Sichuan. has called a general strike on Marclpercent in the final quarter of the
overtime work. That's what they board were taking sides. Workers at the Pangang steel ang2 to protest the government'syear.
want,” explained Pho Phyu, a “They urged us to accept thevanadium plant walked out on
lawyer who volunteers as a legabwner’s offer. One of them evenstrike on Jan. 4, demanding a 40 i i 0
consultantfor the striking workers.said ‘The employers are likeyuan increase in their monthly Many |terT:|S in our "Global Class

Emboldened by a new law parents. How could they pay moresalaries and a 3,000 yuan year-en Struggle column are from the

introduced last year by Burma’sthanthey have?’ They are notwithbonus. As the strike entered a thirg i
government that legalizes laborus,”said one of the representativeday, the workers intensified their Labour S tart WebSIte’
unions and strikes, the Tai Yiwho attended the meeting. protest by blocking the main gate| WWW .labourst art.org
employees started their walkout Steel prices have been at a lo
when the company refused to paBtrike at m|IIs in ebb in Chinaand many steel mills
them for an unofficial five-day have been operating ataloss.Wag(s(Send me information on the *ﬁ )
holiday to mark the Chinese NewBang|adeSh at relatively small steel mills like ) i
Year. Ithas since become the longest Hanzhong have been kept low fo Communist Party of Canada =
worker stoppage the country has Thousands of workers held aseveral years while inflation has|
witnessed in many years. 24-hour strike on Feb. 15 atincreasedandworkersinotherlocd 1o communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histor} of
enterprises have seen wages go up. fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
Fercentage Gap Between Median Men's and Women's Wages, The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
for All Full-Time Workers {2006 or Latest Year Avallabls) Eterr"t owners against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membejs are
o active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
nn get Ja|| t| me movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
i On Feb. 13. the Italian courtin]  socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
Turin put a final dot in the case of Central Committee CPC
00 Eternit Group. The owners and 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
managers of the Group, Swis§  416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  Www.communist-party.c
=0 billionaire Stephan Schmidheiny
) and Belgian Baron Louis de Cartielf Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du  OttawaCPC
i ; Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
i _de Marchienne were found guilty] 5359 ave bu Parc, suite "C" Maniioba Commitios CPC
DECD sverages T in the deaths of thousands 0] Montreal, QC, H2v 4G9 ) 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
; ‘B R B mm------""""ccT= workers and members of the] Email: pca@cpc-pec.calél: 438-338-8890 1qytay- 204-586-7824
At community of Casale Monferrato| B.C. Committee CPC 4
: : : 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 ~ Ontario Ctee. CPC
in the province of Piemonte, wherdl 1.’ o, 554 0836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4k 1N6
1 alarge enterprise ofthe Group wag Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446
located. Multimillion fines were | Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO ?é’é“l'ﬁi[‘vﬁtiiﬂ% o1
50 also imposed on the defendants| Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 . - AL
= . . Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
The court accepted the| Te: 7804657893 Fax: 7804630209 0\ "0c’cag 9586
prosecutor’s charges aga.mSt thg Sz:?zrly g’gadcliffe Close SE Atlantic Region CPC
T T ST ERE s asbestos magnates for wilful anq caigary, AB, 124682 Tel: 403-248-6489 _‘?Oi;fmg gGégn&zfsv NS, BOP 1M0
F 4 Eiiigefiiadigdl it deliberate environmental disaste| sasyachewancec elffax: 902-542-7981
N | i ; o - by polluting and scattering| Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
:::_ L :I k_ .I.

asbestos fibres and deliberate ank )




9 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e MARCH 1-15, 2012

USAID contractor engaged in anti-Cuba espionage

independence” of Cuba. Whilemovement” which seeks to Fivesuchtripreportsfrom2009,Associated Press. The U.S. claims
claiming to be amember of a Jewisloverthrow socialism on the island.ending with the arrest of Gross inthat his work was not “subversive”
While the North American media humanitarian group, Gross was AsButlerwrites, “piece by piece, December of that year, provide ebecause he was setting up
continuesto callthe imprisonmentactually engaged in espionagen backpacks and carry-on bags ..fascinating glimpse into the actionsconnections for Cuba’s Jewish
of Alan Gross “proof of Cuba’s activities inside the country. Alan Gross made sure laptopsof this amateur U.S. agent. Grosgeommunity, not for dissidents. But
humanrights violations,”the truth  One of the most significantnewssmartphones, hard drives andnlisted the help of others to bringJewish leaders say they were
is beginning to breakinto the newsreports is an Associated Pressetworking equipment were inelectronicequipmentone piece atinaware of his links to the U.S.
In March 2011, Gross wasarticle by Desmond Butler, secreted into Cuba. The mosatime, in carry-on luggage. On hisgovernment, and that they already
sentenced to 15 years for seekingevealing the U.S. aid contractor’ssensitive item, according to official final trip, he brought a “subscriberhave internet connections.
to “undermine the integrity and role in the so-called “democracytrip reports, was the last one: ddentity module” (SIM) card  Much of the equipment Gross
specialized mobile phone chip thatesigned to keep satellite phondrought is legal in Cuba, but the
experts say is often used by théransmissions from being detectedvolume of the goods could have

PV Vancouver Bureau

Ylnka Dene aSk Chlna Pentagon and the CIA to makeThis government-only SIM card istipped authorities to his role. The
satellite signals virtually distributed frequently to the “total equipment” listed on his

- . impossible to track.” Defense Department, the CIA, andourth trip included 12 iPods, 11

to ralse human rlg ht S The operation was funded bythe State Department, whichBlackBerry Curve smartphones,
the Agency for International oversees USAID. three MacBooks, six 500-gigabyte

PV Vancouver Bureau extreme conditi(_)ns with lack of Development (USAID),aconduit Given USAID’S historic record external drives, three Internet
housing, running water andfor the promotion of U.S. policy of subverting governments whichsatellite phones knownas BGANS,
The Yinka Dene Alliance, a sewage. Attawapiskat is one ofgoals for over four decades. are “unfriendly” to U.S. threerouters,three controllers, 18
group of five First Nations that more than 100 First Nations At his trial, Gross said that heimperialism, Cuba considers allwireless access points, 13 memory
represent several thousand peopleommunities in Canada that facevas a “trusting fool”. But his trip USAID activities to be illegal, sticks, three phones to make calls
innorth-central B.C., has sentoperthis reality. These conditions reports, according to Butler, showincluding the distribution of high- over the Internet, and networking
letters to the Chinese people angiolate the adequate standard ofhat he knew his activities weretech communications equipmentswitches. Some pieces, suchasthe
to President Hu Jintao, asking thaliving guaranteed by the Universalillegal. Gross himself noted in a trip reportnetworking and satellite equipment,
he raise their human rightsDeclaration of Human Rights,and Gross worked for JBDC Inc., thatuse of Internet satellite phonesire explicitly forbidden in Cuba.
concerns with Stephen Harper. the rights to adequate housingWhich sets up Internet access imwould be “problematicifexposed.” Gross claimed to have
Harper left on Feb. 6 for afour-education, and other rightscountries such as Iraqg and‘Democracypromotion”programs, established wireless networks in
day trip to China, accompanied byguaranteed in the Internationa/Afghanistan. JBDC had been hiredunded undera 1996 U.S. law callinghree communities, with about 325

executives from Canada’s energyCovenant on Economic, Socialand®y Development Associatesfor regime change in Cuba, areusers, greatly improving
sector. Cultural Rights. International Inc. (DAI), which had operated by the CIA as part ofcommunications to and from the

The letter fromthe YinkaDene  “We have other examples that2 contract with USAID to supply plans to destabilize the country.U.S.
Alliance stresses that “Ourwe feel should be highlighted inPPhone banks, satellite InternetandJSAID got a big boost in funding ~ “Of course, thisis covertwork,”
communities have yet to sign ayour meeting with Canada’s Primecell phonesto “dissidents”in Cuba.under the Bush administration,said Robert Pastor, former
treaty with the Canadian Minister. These are only a few USAIDOofficialsreviewedGross’ including tens of millions ofdollars president Jimmy Carter’s national
government and our title to theexamples in the recent history oftfip reports and received regulato supply communications security adviser for Latin America
land in British Columbia remains human rights abuses againsbriefings, according to DAI. The technology to Cubans who are irand now director of the Center for
unextinguished. The SupremeAboriginal people committed by reports were made available tceffect paid U.S. agents. Democracy and Election
Court of Canada has confirmedCanada - in violation of CanadianAssociated Press by an Gross was paid a half-milion Management at American
that our Aboriginal title remains law and of International law.” anonymous person familiar with dollars as a USAID subcontractor,University in Washington. “It's
unextinguished. We have been at The letter cites the over 580the case. anonymous officials  told about regime change®
the negotiation table with public aboriginal women and girls in
governments for many years withCanada who are missing or
no success and the currenimurdered, and the fact that much - -
deliberations are on hold awaitingof Canada’s prison population are
mandates from federal Aboriginal. It also notes cases of awa r S rl en S I p
negotiators... police involvement of killings of - -
“Since colonization CanadahasNative men, such as Dudley M d I t EI b th H I I
forced us to live under an IndianGeorge, Frank Paul, and Clayton e a o Iza e I
Act, a piece of federal legislationWilley.
that restricts our rlght_s and“ From there, the letter tumsto 5. February 15, Elizabeth Hill,
freedoms. During colonization our“Resource development without
territories were taken away, alongour support. There are so man
with our voting rights and ability cases that are too numerous tcr
to hirelegal counselfortonegotiateeport about First Nations
the return of our lands. In recentprotecting our rights to the IandState of the Republic of Cuba, i
years, with the patriation of and then being sentto prlson.Th?eCO nition of her outstandin
Canada’s Constitution (1982)mostrecentissue thatis of interes g R 9
) ; . : . xample of solidarity with the Island.
including the creation of Sectionto your governmentis the transpo :
. o he medal was presented by Keni
35, we have been forced to theof crude oilthrough ourterrltones.Serrano resident of ICAP (the
Courts to protect our rights. A Canadian company called » P . oy
p . o i -~ Cuban Institute for Friendship with & &
Aboriginal communities in Enbridge has taken a hostllet : ; ‘
. . : . the Peoples), inasimple ceremon
Canada live at the margins ofapproach with our people by its AT
. . ) . . : . : ~at the institution’s headquarters.
society - in abject poverty with continued intention to build their
appalling conditions. Recently thepipeline from the Alberta oil sand Over the past several decadedg
ppatling : yhepipelineiromine Alberta ol sands ;7 i nas opened her home in}

cpmr_nunity c_>f Attawapiskat was Toronto to a countless number o
highlighted in the news for the see DENE, page 11 Cuban artists, intellectuals and civi
servants. She has carried outtirele
work for the liberation of the Cuban
Five and for an end to the blockade,
emphasized Erperanza LuzbertTriumph ofthe Revolutionandtheothers. This is the vision that |
director of ICAP’s North American formation of ICAP... wanted for Canada too...
Department. “Long before that meeting | had  “Overthe years I've learned alot,
The activist, who also co-chairsactually fallen in love with Cuba metwonderful peoplein Canadaand
the Canadian Network on Cubawhenlwasinhighschool. OurschooCuba, and worked with a great
stated that she never thoughbooks, our music and our economygollectiveinthe CCFA, CNC, ICAP,
about receiving such an honouwere dominated by our biggestand the Cuban Consulate and
for being loyal to her ideas. neighbour, the USA. | resented thigEmbassy in Canada. And | bring
Thanking ICAP, Liz Hill said, and believed Canadians had arigrgrde_egngls frOtr)ﬂI Onggé)f theslg
: : “this recognition is not for me aloneto their own culture and destiny. linaividuals, our beloved J6-year-0
The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five but for everyone who is part of thewas deeply inspired when Cuba, donourary chair, Professor Lee Lorch.
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5t daganadian-Cuban Friendshipcountry so much smaller than “So this Friendship Medal and
of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that hd FrBgsociation and its sisterCanada, stood up to the UnitechonourfromICAP s for everyone,

resident of the Canadian-Cuba
riendship Association (CCFA-
oronto), was awarded with the
Friendship Medal of the Council of

Sz Hill (right) with ICAP representative Esperanza Luzbert.

the Cuban Five: organizations that make up theStates and said it would run thinggo celebrate our collective work
_ _ _ Canadian Network on Cuba. its own way. No more casinos, noand goals. This medal is a symbol
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov “The CCFA-Toronto was morediscrimination, nomoreforeignto inspire and find new energies
Onthe web: http://mww.whitehouse.gov/contact founded 35 years ago when 1%omination. and friends, and to strengthen the
Phone 1-202-456-1111 people gathered together in “The people of Cuba chosestruggle to Free the Cuban Five,
Fax 1-202-456-2461 _ someone’s living roomto organizeindependence and sovereigntyend the Blockade and create

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House, a group in support of Cuba. Wethat worked for the wellbeing andlasting friendship and solidarity
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA appreciated the assistance of thiistice of its own people inspiredbetween Canadians and Cubans.

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or Vancouver-based CCFA, whichby the visions of its leaders: Jose “On reflection, friendship

www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca was the second such organizatioMarti, Che, Celia Sanchez, Fidelmeans peace. We need it as we

created in the world after theand Raul Castro and numerougeed life.” ®
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Ontario Communist s ready for Convention

The Ontario Committee of the “The cupboards are bareincome above the povertyline, off-
Communist Party hasissued a Calbecause the Liberals and Toriesetting 30 years of wage cuts an
to the 27th Convention, to be heldhave told the corporations theystagnation, and acting as a risin
May 5-6 in Toronto. don’t have to pay any more,” saidtide for all wages and incomes.

The Convention will consider a CP(Ontario) leader Liz Rowley, The planalso callsforimmediate
Political Report focusing on amassspeaking to Provincial Committeeinvestments in  Aboriginal
struggle against the austeritymembersFeb. 18in Toronto.“Thecommunities to build housing,
policies of both the provincial andtax load has been transferred ofschools, healthcare facilities, as
federal governments which ifthe corporations and onto thewell as clean water and sewag
implemented, will make the backs of working people. This hastreatmentfacilities, create jobs, andl
province “unrecognizable”. driventhe corporate recovery butraise living standards. This mus
Joblessness has reached 8.1%f great expense to the workingair with immediate and just
with youth unemployment almostclass, youth and thesettlement of Aboriginal land
double that, and realunemployed.” claims and recognition of the right
unemploymentclosetoonemillion. The Party adopted a 10 pointof self-government and self-

The Drummond Report to “Prescription for a People’s determination.

Restructure Social ServicesRecovery” that focuses on “Ofcourseitwilltake abigfight
proposes the McGuinty Liberalsprogressive tax reform based orio win. But this is a plan that's
make massive cuts andability to pay, and creating half aworth fighting for, and could
privatizations that are estimated tamillion new jobs, building 200,000 mobilize a lot of people to join
be three times worse than thosenits of affordable social housingforces and fight together for a
implemented by the Harris Toriesinfouryears, investing in provincial people’s recovery. We think it fits
inthe '90s. The justificationistheand municipal infrastructure very well with the OFL’s call for a
$16 billion deficit, created by the renewal, developing an industrialCommon Front,” she said.
Liberals’ bailout of the auto strategy to develop value-added The May Convention will draw
companiesin 2009-10, introductionsecond industry and Communists from around the
of the HST in 2011, massivemanufacturing, expanding province, culminating two months
corporate tax cuts every year, anthealthcare, education, and sociabf discussions. Rowley will meet
changes to the tax system that wilprograms, and creating a universalith Party clubs, members and
reduce corporate income taxes iprovincial system of accessiblefriends at events across Ontari
Ontario to 10% by next year. Theaffordable, quality public childcare. through March and April. For more
combined federal provincial The plan also proposes to raisénfo, contactlocal clubs of the CPC
corporate tax rate already droppedhe minimum wage to $19 and(Ontario) or email rowley@cpc-
to 25% in January 2012. introduce a guaranteed annuapcc.cae

Rebellious rhymes that won't ever die

interestin poetry and literature. Hecensored a provocative part of hig
had a personal library where hepoetry. The BJP, a Hindu right
Almost 25 years ago we lost astored books on arange of subjectwing party, opposed an attempt td
revolutionary poet to terrorist including science, philosophy andinclude one of his thought
bullets. As one says, you can Killliterature. He started writing poetryprovoking poems in the school
an individual but not an ideology. as a teenager and also maintaineclrriculum.
Paash continues to live in ouradiarytotake notesofdailyevents. In later years Paash published
thoughts and will always be Inthelate 1960she cameclosethis own newsletters, including
breathing through his writings. the youth wing of the CommunistHaak a wall newspaper inspired
Thanks to Maxim Gorky’s Party of India, but instead joinedby the Cultural Revolution in
Mother, Avtar Sandhu was a rankswiththe ultra-leftist Naxalite China, andAnti-47. Both papers
radical Punjabi poet who came tomovementthatbelievedinanarmedvere highly critical of state
be known as Paash. Born in atruggle for the sake of landlesgepression and religious
peasant family, Paash loved tdarm workers. Paash was brieflyfundamentalism during early 1980s
identify himself after Pasha, thejailed for being a Naxalite, but this Anti-47was explicitin its criticism
hero of the classic novel, anddid notdeterhimfromwriting forthe of attempts to divide India on
adopted a pen name that gave hirpoor and against state repressiomeligious lines like in 1947. This
a new identity. Following in the His rebellious poems wereenraged the Sikh separatists i
footsteps of Pasha, he stood fosmuggled out of prison and widelyPunjab, and he was gunned dowh
the poor and the working class andirculated among the youth. Even an March 23, the day Bhagat Singh
opposed both the establishmensection of police and bureaucracya towering revolutionary, was
and theocracy until his was influenced by his rhymes. hanged along with two comrades
assassination on March 23, 1988. He opposed the emergencySukhdev and Rajguru, by the
Paash acquired a taste for poetryimposed by the Indian governmenBritish forces in occupied India in
from his family environment. His and pulled no punchesin criticising1931. His murder on a historical
father Sohan Singh Sandhu usethe age-old caste basedlay was purely coincidental, but
to write poems and subscribe taliscrimination, religious terrorism the political ideology for which
progressive literary magazinesand superstition. He once returnedPaash and Bhagat Singh died mac
Gradually, Paash developeda cheque to a magazine thathem inseparablee
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Diem Lafortune: “Beauty & Hard Times”

Singer-songwriter Diem Lafortune (“Mama D”) is a well-kno

(vVin

Toronto activist, educator and musician. The former cab driver, actor,

and photographer recorded an album of original songs some
ago, but was never really happy with it. Now with the releas
“Beauty and Hard Times,” she’s realized a musical ambition. Wit
help of producer Del Brown she’s created a powerful re-mix o
album with new vocals, instruments and arrangements. Lafg
calls her blend of country, rock, blues and folk “Old New W(¢
Revolutionary Rocking Ballroom Dance Music.” She sings

deeply evocative and mournful voice that has been likenedto af
Johnny Cash. Her lyrics evoke images of sorrow, struggle
resistance to the corporate order. “Beauty and Hard Times
unigue album that must be heard. Check out Mama D’s video
Businessman’s Blues” at Occupy Toronto’s YouTube page and
herwebsite at: www.mamadhorizondancer.ca

Jane Bunnett: 30 years of Cuban music

Toronto jazz musician Jane Bunnettis celebrating the 30th anniv
of her involvement with Cuban music. The saxophonist/flautist
her trumpeter husband Larry Cramer have just released the tw
retrospective: “Mundo: The World of Jane Bunnett.” On Jan. 23
appeared at a forum where they were interviewetdrgnto Star
journalist John Terauds. Unfortunately, the event was marreg
certain romanticizing of the lives of pre-revolutionary musicians
an unwillingness to engage with an important political issue. A
point in the interview the couple mentioned the difficulties Cu
musicians face repairing and maintaining their instruments
declined to take advantage of a teachable moment. They migh
been more forthcoming, since they are undoubtedly awarsg
Cubans sufferunder anillegal U.S. embargo that has been cond
annually by overwhelming majorities at the United Nations. For
info: www.janebunnett.com.

Artist unions want Internet regulation
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Inthe struggle over online piracy and Internet regulation, the con
of musicians, actors, and other cultural workers who rely on roy

Ities

and residuals are being overshadowed by the dramatic image of a
“Hollywood vs Silicon Valley” clash. When Wikipedia, Googl|e,
Mozilla and others sounded the alarm about a threat to gnline
freedom, enormous public response resulted in a stunning reyersal
in the U.S. Congress, where the Senate’s Protect Internet Prpperty
Act (PIPA) and the House of Representatives’ Stop Online Piracly Act
(SOPA) were hastily shelved. Most accounts of the controyersy

highlight the battle between Internet giants and powerful ind

lobbies like the Motion Picture Association of America and
Recording Industry Association of America. While there are se
concerns that copyright legislation could pose a threat to

liberties, the demand of the artists and cultural workers of the 4
ACTRA and other unions for effective fair use policies deserve
respect of all who defend Internet freedom.

Harry Belafonte’ s “Sing Your Song”

Filmmaker Suzanne Rostock’s acclaimed documentary about t
of Harry Belafonte, “Sing Your Song,” had its Canadian premier
Vancouver Film Festival last fall, butit’s still making the rounds of
festivals. Now film lovers in Central Canada can catch it,

screenings on March 4 atthe Wakefield International Film Festiv
Quebec) and March 9 atthe Toronto Urban Music Festival. Belaf
now 84, is one of the outstanding artist-activists of the past 60 y
The film follows him from childhood in New York and Jamaica, to,
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rise inthe jazz and folk clubs of Greenwich Village, through to staijdom

as he launched a calypso craze in the mid-50s, and on to the
day. During his long career Belafonte has been on the front li
many social justice struggles, combining a successful caree
outspoken opposition to racism and oppression of all kinds. For
info: http://singyoursongthemovie.com/.

Sara Gonzalez (1949-2012)

Beloved Cuban singer Sara Gonzalez died on Jan. 25 after
struggle with cancer. Gonzalez was a key figure in Cuba’s N
Trova song movement. She joined the Grupo de Experiment
Sonora of Cuba’s ICAIC film institute in 1972, and soon becam
outstanding female vocal performer in that organization, sharin
spotlight with fellow Nueva Trova co-founders Silvio Rodrigu
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Pablo Milanes and Noel Nicola. Sara Gonzalez performed with

any

outstanding artists including Chico Buarque, Mercedes Sosa, S¢ledad

Bravo, and Daniel Viglietti. Her iconic song “Giron, La Victoria,

celebrating the defeat of the U.S.-led counter-revolution at thg Bay
of Pigs in 1961, was played at the 50th anniversary celebration last
April. Gonzalez will be especially remembered for her mugical

interpretations of the verses of Cuba’s national hero Jose
Check out the video “Giron, La Victoria” on YouTube.
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Unite to stop war against Syria... What'e Left

. sectarian lines and turn sections obccasions when imperialism has bee
continued from page 4 them into active participants in aable tolead its former colonies to vote
intervention, whichis alreadyking conflict that they do not lead andfor solutions that undermine their Surrey, BC
place with sophisticated weaponscannotwinno matter whatthe outcomesovereignty, like when most voted in ' ’
satellite and other intelligence, and Both sides in the conflict have or 1994 to form and join the World Trade NATO and the danger of war, Dinnerand Eveningin praise
special forces units backing thehave hadanunpopularagendaandthi@rganization, soon after the setbacksvith Peace Congress President  of Dave Rigby , Sat., March 17,
insurgents. are prone to the use of terror. One side socialism in the Soviet Union andDave McKee, Tue., Feb. 28,7  doorsopen 6 pm, Ausp: Central

Fascistimperialismtippedthe scalehas the possibility of saving itself Eastern Europe. Capitalism’s globalpm, Strawberry Hill Library, 7399- Committee, CPC. For tickets
in favour of Franco in Spain. NATO through concessions to the workingproblems and imperialism’s efforts to 155 gt Sponsor Fraser Valley  andinfo, call 416-469-2446.

tipped the scale against Gaddafi, andlass. The other side has only a futurerase national sovereignty througrpeace Council. call Nazir. 604-

there is now a social and human right®fbloody sectarian division and bowingeconomic diktat and war have sinc ) _
catastrophein Libya. The same dangetio imperialism, which will plunder the produced a growing and unever(T940 0420. Montreal, QC

for working people exists if the most country. reappraisal. Adding more wars will Narih VA e er. e Palestinians And Jews
powerful countries enteragainst Syria’s  The Assad regime is objectively make the situation worse. : United, boycott/disinvestment/

Assad government. and consciously in the position of The majority support of world NATO and the danger of war, sanctions picket, every

Unpopular groups that have nodefending the Syrian state and theyovernments for the unbalancedyith Peace Congress President Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
confidence inthe masses use terrorismnity of the country. The goal of the resolution on Syria (71%) helps hidepgye McKee, Wed., Feb.29,7 shoe store “NAOT", 3941 St-
and launch wars with no consideratioimperialist assault is to destroy thethe fact that 33.4% of the world’s pm, 1044 St. George Ave., Denis Street '

for the interests of the broad workingstate and possibly divide the countrypeople live in the 56 countries thatdldSponsored by Centre for

masses. The armed struggle in Syriawaseakening Syria’s ability to resist not support the resolution. About S . _
not started by working class partiesplunderand domination and undermine24.2% of the world’s people live in the Socialist Education. IWD EVENTS

but by all credible accounts reactionanyits rightful claim to the Golan Heights 12 countries that opposed the LONDON, ON -IWD Luncheon,
groups bolstered by internationalnow occupied by Israel. resolution (6% of 193 member state Sat., March 3, 11:30 am, office
terroristsand, toalesser extent, defecting Now is the time for concessions byof the United Nations). LeftFilmNight, “JesusCamp”, of Ontario Public Service
soldiers and officers ofthe Syrianarmythe Assad regime, not to the U.S. Itis important to understand Whydocumentary about Employees Union, 1092

The communists and other patrioticwhose appetite has no end, but to theeveral important countries spok feti f At
forces of Syria condemn foreignworking people in order to build a againstawar of forced regime Change%uhr;%?gen;ahsqtlrgl:)r(]:trlgzgoggf Deamess, RSVP 519-207-3444.
intervention which is creating a disasteistrong national front. It is a duty of in Syria, though they supported the , £ pm, sun., <Y ST. CATHARINES, ON -
for all working people. progressives everywhere to stand imesolution - either through consciouscentre for Socialist E_dupatlon, Women'’s Fair, Sunday, March
Unless pressure mounts for asolidarity with the Syrian people, for betrayal or because of promises and 96 Qlark Dr. Admission by 4, 1-5 pm, at CAW Hall, 124
ceasefire and talks, Syria’s workinggenuine democratic and economidhreats like those used to create thdonation, call 604-255-2041. g niing Road, organized by
people will pay a high price for beingreform, and against imperialistU.S.-led “coalition of the willing” in (Mark your calendar: March25  ~a\w199Women’s Committee.
caught in the middle of this conflict. aggression. 2003 that occupied Iraq. Left Film Night pasta dinner,
The longeritlasts, the higher the price. India: “Explaining India’s vote on proceeds to PV Fund Drive.) -Srgslﬁ):sgc;ngND_ié;n?tc;/d JSO;)tS"
The Syrian army itself comes from the the UNGA resolution, India’s : ) )
working class, and the soldiers areThe General Assembly Permanent Representative HardeeE{ocky Mountaineer support March 3, rally 11 am at OISE
paying a high price in this civil war. and Syria Singh Puri underlined that while India ally, for locked-out workers,  aygitorium, 252 Bloor St. W,
The conflict in Syria is a dispute L ___condemned violence, it opposed angMon., March5,3:30 pm, station  \arch 1 pm, info fair 2 pm at
between sections of the national MPerialism’s lies are having ,qe of force by a third country andat 1755 Cottrell St. (behind Ryerson, 55 Gould St.

bourgeoisie. One part would moveSane effect on world opinion, or the aqyocated a Syrian-led political Home Depot off Terminal). Organized by Women Working
Syria into the camp of Qatar, BahrainFeb. 16 non-binding vote in the U.N.reconciliation.” (Hindustan Times, Fundraising concert for With Immigrant Women and
and other Arab League states whos&eneral Assembly would not haverepruary 17, 2012) CODEV  Canada and IWDOrganizingCtee

obedienceis to Washington and whos€€een so weighted against the Syrian pakistan: “The representative of : ,
aim is the complete er?d of the ArapPeople. The votewas 137infavour, 125kistan said he supF;)orted the Ara@dependent Jewish Voices, wp celebration honouring
revolution. The other section, led byopposed, 17 abstentions and 27 nqteague position and had voted inoat» March 10, 8 pm, with \yomeninthe Latino community,
Assad, is a compromised, anti-populat©ting. The Palestinianterritories couldfavour of the resolution, but Fraser Union and Gram  gynqay, March 11, 3-7 pm, at
bourgeoisie. The Assad governmenfot vote. o condemned the use of violence on alPartisans, St. James Hall, W.  ~ypEg 4400 - 4th Floor 1482
for years followed a neo-liberal Why would a large majority of sides. Animmediate end to violencelOth and Trutch. Bathurst, organized by Casa
agenda, butis now being forced into $tates vote in supportof Saudi Arabia'sand killing, as well as a peacefulcOPE Winter Gala, tribute to  Salvador Allende
choice of giving concessions to there€solutionurging, among otherdemandsiesolution were aims upon which all 5 utgoing COPE ele,cteds new '
working class or losing its leadershipthat the Syrian government withdraw\ember States agreed. In that light going g VANCOUVER, BC - IWD
of the nation. its military from urban areas? This pakistan had been stressing the nej?fte Sat, March 31, 7 pm,  celepration, Sat., March 10, 2-
This factis confirmed by the defiant demand alone shows how unbalanceghr consensus... noting that therduSeum of Vancouver (1100 g5 ym info fair and films at W2
or outright hostile position of most the resolutionwasin favour ofone sidecould have been better efforts... tdoN€stnut). Tickets at604-255-  agriym (111 W. Hastings),

Syrians towards the misnamedof the conflict, because the armedy|ly assure delegations that thereD400, or www.cope.bc.ca. organized by BC Federation of
“revolution” despite a massive insurgent groups remaining in urbanyas no intention to carry out a hostile — Labourand VDLC.
disinformation and agitation campaignareas COU": thg‘ﬂ f‘_?[r”f] a _prOVlﬁ_'tonaﬁntervention. Reiterating his call for AUIllel=TeAM\I= WINNIPEG. MB - WD March
by the major international media. Thegovernmentand invite roreign military the Syrian people to be respected, h : " - - , B ,
y ) o . RetireNATO” publicmeeting 1y ‘March 8, speakers 5:30

reactionaries are straining to break théorces into the country. said they must be allowed to resolve . X

unity of Syria’s working pgople along There have been few similartheijr cri);is, and he reaffirmed the‘?/‘”th Dave McKee, president, ,m a¢ City Hall, march starts 6
absoluteimpor’[anceofrespectingthganadIan Peace Congress. pm to Union Centre (275
sovereignty, territorial integrity and Ue., March 6, 7 pm, at St. Broadway) for speakers, food
independence of all Statet.N. Bonifacelibrary,131Provencher 5.4 efreshments.

REDS ON THE WEB [ i v e E Ve

celebration Fri., March 9, 7 pm,

. Ukraine: “Ukraine’s Ministry of ; : ; !
WWW.CommunlSt-party.Ca Foreign Affairs had issued a statement’ o <>t ¢OUrSe, information - st johry's Parish Hall, presented
I o last week in which it had expressed’ to register, contact the by Acadia University Faculty
www.peoplesvoice.ca grave concernatthe escalating violence ©MmunistParty, 586-7824or - Agsqciation Women's
wWww ycl_l 'C ca in Syria, “which threatenstogrowintoCP C-Mb@changethe-  committee Cafe. Proceeds to
7 * afull-scale civilwar, with unpredictable wWorldmb.ca. Chrysalis Transition House.
WWW.SOIldnet.Ol‘g consequences in the entire Middle

East”. Ukraine urged all parties in
Syriato cease the violence and begin

Dene raise rights violations... auisaue,win e am of nana s | PEOIE'SVOICE deadlines

mutually acceptable and effective way

to resolve their differences(Same

continued from page 9 ggre]ﬁlr?eap?ojzgstimil:ﬁe[len\gz\rll\;/ir?gsource) _ _ March 16-31 issue: Thursday, March 1
to the Pacific Ocean in spite of ourquestion of our land rights has beer,hdsigngg;iissttgen e;‘f,ffsjﬁ?aﬁeew ;’t" April 1-15issue: Thursday, March 22
opposition, and we do not supportesolved. Anoil spillinourlandsandcomplete odds with the actual, Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
their proposal. Several Chineseaiverswoulddestroy ourfish, poisonunbalanced and pro-war intention of 706 Clark Drive. Vancouver. V5L 3J1
State-Owned Enterprises haveur water, and devastate ouSaudi Arabia’s resolution? The e ! !
been reported to invest in thisAboriginal people, our culture andcomments of these diplomats are ¢ <pvoice@telus.net>

proposal and we are open toour livelihoods. An oil spill on the deception for the people ?)f their
meeting directly with them, but coast would destroy sources of°untries whocomprise 21.2% of thes \

Enbridge has refused to reveal theeafood and fish, like crabs, forVOrd's people; they are proclaiming

identity of most of these thousands of people.” peV?/(é)erldbcl)th)i\rﬁ?c;ﬂnng;g;ngtr.supporta TORONTO
companies. We have learned that In conclusion, the letter says, 4y of regime change and occupatiolf

Sinopec, and a subsidiary of Chin&President Hu, our people are notgainst Syria. Some governments arfy
National Offshore QOil Corp. againstdevelopment. Infactitwaseing forced to cover their tracks, bu Satu I‘day, Ma I‘Ch 1 7

(CNOOC), are among thewith us that the first Europeansthey cannot hide the bodies in Syria

companies that have signedand Chinese traded with upon Emboldened by the UN vote, Doors open 6 pm
preliminary, non-binding entering into our territories. Welmlﬁ;eﬂahsm |smr?vmngglflytosgoke

agreements with Enbridge inseek sustainable developmenylolentregime change andlaunchne 7 I
relation to this pipeline. based upon our principles and law§angerous adventures in defiance g D’nner and Even’ng

“The Canadian government'sand this development must pevorld opinion. The danger has only

hearing process to review thenegotiated, not imposed. As youlncreased. In Pl‘aise Of Dave Rigby

. . . The Iranian people have ever
Enbridge project cannot be reliedare the leader of a new world,aason to fegr ?hey will bey

upon to provide certainty to projectsuperpower we respectfullyimperialism’s next target. Itis urgent Ausp: Central Committee, CPC

investors, becauseitdoes notrespeatquest you to raise these humatb unite labour and all other popula g g
our rights to our land. Investorsrights concernswith Prime Ministermovements to oppose the growing For tickets and mfo’ call 416-469-2446

should not place confidence inStephen Harper.® war against Syria® \ J
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the Loan Agreement.
communists argued that no MP

Hundreds of thousands ofhas the right to vote for barbaric
demonstrators rallied acrossmeasureswhichwipe outworking
Greece on Feb. 12, in the largestlass income.
action yet against the attempt by Public pressures sharpened thg
the Greek government and the ElWontradictions in the ruling class
to impose drastic cuts in living parties, to the point where 222
standards. In Athens, the mairPASOK and 21 New Democracy
rally organized by PAME (All- MPsvoted “no” and were expelled
Workers Militant Front) demandedfrom their caucuses (including s
the resignation ofthe governmentcurrent and former cabinet & &
and rejection of any agreement taministers). The nationalist LAOS {8
force working people to pay for theparty, which had said it would vote =
financial crisis. no, did not participate. Overall 199

The main speaker at PAME'sout of the 278 MPs voted for thej
rally, Christos Katsiotis, said “The |_oan Agreement, with 74 against.®
people mustnotbe quietandallow The draftlaw was symbolically [
themselves to be flayed alive. It isthrown from the benches of thels
of no importance whether thisKKE Parliamentary Group at the
happens inside or outside of thebenches of the cabinet ministers
Euro, with a controlled or The General Secretary of the
uncontrolled bankruptcy. What isKKE, Aleka Papariga, took the floor
of vitalimportance is that the peopleand said, “You are literally trying to
decide that they will make no moresubjugate the minds of the peopl§
sacrifices for the plutocracy, tofill who suffer, of the poor people, b
the treasure vaults of themeans of an unprecedente
capitalists, while they and theirideologicalintimidation. Excuse me, B

children will be submerged in | do not identify you with him, but Carrying flags and banners, supporters of PAME were by gar the largest section of the Feb. 12

absolute poverty and destitution.”Goebbels would be envious of youprotests while members of Parliament debated the EU/IMF Loan Agreement
Demonstrators remained for overa big bankruptcy is coming! Whom

By Kimball Cariou

six hoursinthe streets, formed intaare you talking to? To the peoplebankruptcy will come, either with
huge contingentswitharmslinkedwho have already beentheeuroorthe drachma, we canngt
despite violent police repressionpankrupted? No, we are notknow this in advance.
and the provocateurs who burninterested in a Greece which will “Even if Greece enhances its
buildings in the city centre. have been saved and the peopleompetitiveness other countrieg
The government’s plan was thaiwill have been bankrupted... will develop even more. Inthe bes
the people should not reach “Since the morning you have case it mightclimb up 2-3 positions
Syntagma Square in front ofpeen continuously talking aboutBut this competitiveness will cost
Parliament. Inunprovoked attacksdestruction even about civilwar ...even more to the working people
the police used tonnes of tear gagve have been listening to you allGreece will be over-indebted for

Greek workers to
lose half of iIncomes

Based on information from PAME, the All-Workers
Militant Front of Greece

(exhausting their entire supplies)day telling us that we will have no 150 years, as was the case with the
and stun grenades, againspensions, that we will receiveloans of independence.... In any
demonstrators who had floodedvouchers, and at the end you arease he who is down must fear n
the city when the new memorandumalking about civilwar. Now whois fall. The people will not avoid
was being discussed in Parliamentriggering the situation? We havebankruptcy no matter what they
The Greek Communist Partyour limits. We are polite but we aredo, even if they accept to work for|
(KKE) condemned a “state plan tonot stupid... Therefore we say tdfree, for one, two or three years
repress and intimidate the peoplethe people the following: the deepOur position is: struggles which

The new measures taken by the Troika - the Greek govern
the plutocracy and the EU - have squeezed salaries at all |
P putting further pressure on skilled and unskilled workers, the ol
the young, workers in the public sector and in the private sect
unemployed, and pensioners.

The western media claims that cutting the lowest salaries by

At the time when the parties of the
plutocracy and the EU predator
alliance extort and threaten thé
people, voting foramemorandu
for the people’s bankruptcy .... thg¥
riot police and the hooded oneg %
operated in a coordinated fashio
against the magnificent |
demonstrations of the people i
order to disperse them...”
Inside Parliament, the 21-
member Parliamentary group of the
KKE exposed the blackmailing by
the government, PASOK, ND (Ne
Democracy) and the media

concerning the “inevitability” of kkg IeaderAIeka papanga

might prevent the worst. But in
order to do this the people’s
movement must be directed
towards the succession of this
political system by the political
system of the workers’ and
people’s power. Disengagemen
and unilateral cancellation of the
debt; there is no other solution fof
the people.”

Recent surveysindicate that the
KKE, which received 7.5% of the
votes in the 2009 parliamentary
election, isnow running at12-13%
ahead of PASOK. New elections
are expected this spring.

Every issue of PeopLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue!
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the work market. The reality is much worse.
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vels,
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22% affects only the lowest paid workers and those who are enfering

Unmarried persons without work experience will receive #30

Euros after the cuts, down from 633 at present. The minimum

lary

foryoung people up to the age of 25 will become 430 Euros aftef tax,
and for young people working as trainees it will be even lower|345

Euros.

All branch collective agreements are being attacked. The
for salaries to start at 494 Euros for new collective agreement

The cuts in the lowest salaries will drag down the basic pens
which are always closely linked, either by law or without any |
with the level of the lowest salary. At present, the basic lo
pension amountsto 486 Euros, which is 65% of the aggregate |
salary. Pensions will look more like an allowance for the poor r3
than a pension.

The losses of the Insurance Funds willamount atleast2.5b
Euros per year as a result of lowering the lowest salaries.
Unemployment benefits will be put under the guillotine, base
55% of the daily wage of an unskilled worker, or reduced from
to 369 Euros. Maternity benefits, child benefits and others, will
be reduced.

A freeze on salary increases (about 5% every three yea
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salaries before tax), will reduce real incomes and worsen the ferms

for calculating pension scales.
All benefits for hazardous and unhealthy jobs will be slas
when collective bargaining agreements expire.
All pensions will be lowered by 15% to 40%.
Workers'’ rights to appeal on their own behalf will be abolish
removing the right to appeal to arbitration as the last resort ag
employers.
The dismissal of 150,000 public employees will greatly incre
the already huge number of unemployed, and paralyse the w
kindergartens, schools, hospitals, insurance funds, etc.
Abolition of permanent employment at semi-state companie
banks will open the way for an overall reversal of labour relati
and intensify the terrorization of workers by their employers.
Abolition of the Workers’ Housing Corporations and Worke
Home Corporations will affect thousands of households wher
family budget depends on rent benefits, housing loans, etc. Ev
very few benefits in support of the workers’ basic needs for cul
entertainment, etc., are being abolished.
In just the last two years, according to official data based on
of names of those whose salaries have been cut, about 9.2
Euros have been taken out of the workers’ pockets, and chan

to big capital. The latest measures will mean that workers havge

nearly half of their incomes.
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