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2 INSIDE
Youth jobless still high

Election in El Salvador

7
With jobless rates stuck at high ] " " Many years ago, Nanaimo's
levels, the new president of the Journallsts 7 Gilbe%gMayer?had to flee El
Canadian Labour Congress For some political commentators Salvador's notorious death squads.
demands government action to and writers, the best way to get This spring, he went back as a
tackle the ongoing crisis of youth bylines is to ape the politics of the international observer to help

employment and underemployment. military/corporate ruling class. ensure free and fair elections.
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Quebec budget slammed by labour |, left, indigenous group s

Minister Carlos Leitao, comes aftermajority with 70 seats. The far-roads, deep sea ports, and massiigade Unions (CSN), Jacques
alandslide victory for the Liberals right Coalition Avenir Québec also forestry and mining exploration. Létourneau said in a release. “It
Québec's new Liberal budget,led by new leader Philippe made gains in the National Butwhile “Québec is open for hides significant reductions in
unveiledin early June, hasreceiveouillard in the April 7 election. Assembly, while left-wing Québec business,” as Leitao told Globalpublic services that will hit hard
a strong condemnation by the PushingouttheincumbentPartiSolidaire fought several hardNews, both previous plans werethe people of Québec this year...
major trade union confederationsQuébecois, who saw their lowesbattles in Montreal ridings comingrejected by many Aboriginal The government continues to talk
social movements, and the leftshare of the popular vote since theut with three seats in total. communities, nicknaming the about productivity gains of 2% of
political party Québec Solidaire. PQ’s first election in 1970, the Calling it his “budget of hope,” project “Plan Mort” (plan death). payroll. But what is it talking
The budget, delivered by FinanceCouillard Liberals re-captured athe centerpiece of Leitao’sProtests and actions by Firsabout? Schools and hospitals are
financial planistoimpose close toNations and other indigenousnot assembly lines and statistics
$3 billion in cuts to the public peoples groups have drawrhealth and safety show exhausted

Communists Campaign in service by a staffing freeze andattentiontothe unilateral disregardvorkers.”

° ! reducing small and mediumfor treaty rights and Aboriginal  The left party Québec Solidaire
Ontar,o for People s Needs business tax rates. The Liberalsovereignty as well as the crisis otalled the budget “a passport to
will also re-launch plans for fresh drinking water, permanentausterity.”
economic developmentin northerrunemployment, housing, and other “This is science fiction to
Québec - Plan Nord - which is adiving conditions in northern believe that this budget will not
controversial as it is extensive. reserve communities. Ecologicalaffect services to the population....
Plan Nord is in many ways and social movements have alsdo be clear, the people waiting for
complimentary with the federal expressed concern about thenonthstomeetwithapsychologist
Harper Conservative frameworkenvironmental impact of theseor a speech therapist in the public
of increasing export of primary major mines and highways. system will have to wait much
resources and opening up new In general, the new Couillard longer!”, QS co-spokesperson and
corridors and routes to thelLiberal budget met with praise MNA Francoise David said. “What
transportation of raw materials.from employers and businesshe majority of Québecers wishes
The plan was originally launchedlobby  groups like the for are nottax cuts, but the public
in 2011 under then-Premier JeaManufacturing and Export service they pay for!”
Charest’s Liberal government, andassociation, but was condemned The budget has also been
re-branded “the North for all” by by labour and social movementscondemned by the Parti
the PQ. It aims to “open up” the The budget “keeps the capCommuniste duQuébecwhichwill
vast northern regions (72% of thesquarely on austerity” the presidenpresent analysis in its forthcoming
province) with new railways, of the Confederation of National edition of the newspaper Claréé.

By Johan Boyden, Montreal

Vi
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£ JECOMMUNIST
Ontario went to the polls on June 12, just after this issue went to
press. Candidates and supporters of the Communist Party

(Ontario) were out campaigning for "People's Needs, Not
Corporate Greed." Above, candidate Mariam Ahmad intheriding

of Davenport, and below, campaign workers mainstreeting in C C h I h " bl f
Toronto. See our next issue for analysis of the outcome. L ItS yo Ut JO eSS Ig U reS
; T i Far too many young Canadianact. We owe them better than this,work, with a net gain of 112,000

workers are unemployed orsaid Yussuff, responding to thepart-time jobs. This May more
underemployed, and governments$tatistics Canada Labour Forcehan 1 million workers in Canada

fii - . must come up with a strategy toSurvey for May 2014. were working part-time jobs but
; _ Wln g . solve the problem, says Hassan The officialunemploymentrate wanted full-time work- the highest
T, y tarn, ‘*"?"H"r_ls i Yussuff, the new president of thewas 7.0% in May and the rate omumber in May since Statistics
Vote Comw ok Canadian Labour Congress. underemployment was 14.7%. InCanada began collecting this

“Young people want to work the 15-to-24 age group, 13.3% ofnformation in 1997.
and contribute. They wantto buildworkers were unemployed and Joblosses continue inthe public
lives for themselves but too often30.4% underemployed. Thesector. Compared to May 2013,
they can'’t find work, or they are underemployed can include partthere were 6,000 fewer workers in
stuck in short term, part-time, andtime workers who want to work educational services and 23,000
poorly paid jobs. Governmentsfull-time, or people who have givenfewer workers in public
have let them down by failing to up searching altogether. administration. The construction

Yussuff pointed to 2011 censusindustry saw the largest year-over-
data, which showed that 42.3% ofyear decline in employment, with

d 4 young adults aged 20 to 29 lived ag loss of 39,000 jobs.
Marlela astro ES I “ home, compared to 27% in 1981, The unemployment rate for
impacting on how much their persons who have been landed

parents can save for retirement. immigrants for 5 years or less was

Statistics Canadareported alos$2.4% in May. For newcomers
of 29,000 full-time jobs in May, who have beenlanded immigrants
and a gain of 55,000 part-timefor 5-10 years, the rate was 8.7%,
jobs. Over the past 12 months, alhigher than the 7.0% jobless rate
job growth has been in part-timefor Canadian-born persorss.

BC injured workers give
WCB failing grade

The B.C. Federation of Labour marked June 1, Injured Workers’
Day, with arenewed call forimprovements to the workers’ compensation
system and a restoration of benefits for injured workers.

L G , I. P d “Workers’” Compensation Boards across Canada have buckled to
o corporate pressure to cut benefits and compensation in order to lower
BT Equa 'fy. rogress an premiums,” said Jim Sinclair, President of the B.C. Federation of
° ° Labour. “These one-sided changes leave injured workers without
Challenges ln a Chang’ng Cuba adequate coverage, directly in contravention of the principles set out by
Sir Chief Justice Meredith inwhat's known as the “historic compromise’
agreed to by labour and business over 100 years ago.”
Approximately one hundred injured workers, advocates and

supporters from around the province gathered on May 31 in Vancouver
u n ay J u n e p I I l to examine how BC’s Workers’ Compensation Board (WCB) measured
) ) up to Meredith’s principles. The result was a resounding “F” on all six
principles. The meeting demanded that the BC government amend the

U n |ted S tee IWorke rS H al I Workers’ Compensation Act to reflect Meredith’s principles.

“Injured workers will no longer accept half measures”, said Patti

- MacAhonic, Advisor for the Canadian Injured Workers’ Alliance

25 CeCII S t. y TOI'O ntO (CIWA). “Injured workers and survivors in BC are organizing for
action, in alliance with injured workers across Canada.”

For more information on Meredith’'s principles please visit

Director of the
Cuban National
Centre for Sexual
Education
(CENESEX), and
Cuban MP

Admission $10 - for advance tickets, please call 416-469-2481 www.meredith100.ca
Injured Workers’ Day commemorates the events of June 1, 1983,
Sponsored by People’s Voice, Rainbow-Sea of Red Collective, and when over 3000 Ontario injured workers, family members and advocates

travelled to Queen’s Park to oppose the Ontario government’s proposal
to eliminate the permanent disability pension. The Ontario government
retracted its proposal as a result of the ouwery.

the Queer Commission, Communist Party of Canada (Ontario)
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"Complete Solidarity with B.C. T eachers!"

resources for themto use and fewe
educators in departments fo
students who require more
assistance. BC has been targets
There has been a troublingmore than any other province i
currentin the student movement'sCanada.
response to the current labour This means that it is harder fo j
dispute between the Britishchildren to learn and harder forll| b
Columbia Teachers Federatiorparents to ensure quality educatioff® S
(BCTF) and the BC Liberal for every student in this province.[* o
government, most obvious in thewhile those with money can afford
June 4th “BC Student Walkoutfortop notch private education, the
Students.” Many students viewmajority of families cannot provide
themselves as caughtin middle othat for their children. Meanwhile,
a battle between equally powerfulthe government is still providing
and dangerous camps, when ifunding for private schools while -+ !
reality nothing could be further cutting funding for public education. = ‘ ]1 .
from the truth! In every set of For these reasons, education i B i W = , ]
collective bargaining talks becoming less accessible for th@sss dod | l}'\ : s : : R
between the BCTF and thepeople of British Columbia. Thesejias S S L Hge I (E e [P e e .
governmentsince the Liberals tookcuts are not justan attack on teachefSEEsssSs S £k ’ . 2.7 ? ,
power in 2001, the governmentbut a direct attack on students whé c ———— — . T
has been the aggressor and haseed theirteachers for an educatiodune 6 studentrally atthe Vancouver Art Gallery in solidarity with BCteachers. (Photo: K. Cariou)
erl?;l gr;tgeg\rleeﬁ glelgttrg?/'f;%?]é(r)sgggrg;gglSggségrzitr?:&?n;hznwyysﬁower (the time and energy that dess than what the workers have;apitalis; production and
bargaining rights. the rights of the workers all 0Verworker puts into her Wprk)_ from produ_ced soastoturna profit. IrreproducUon. Soon enough, you
Earlier this year their actionsCanada, particularly in British thework(_arandembc_)dymg |t|ntheMarx!st_terms, this is called W|Ilbewaged\_/vork_ers. Recognize
were ruled unconstitutional bytheCqumbiz'i. comrr_]odltythatl_s being produced exploitation. o the common S|tuat|onthatyouf|n_d
BC Supreme Court (and notonly It is clear that this is not just This commo_d|ty canbe steelat All Workers under capitalism yourselvesinand take_zastand Wlt.h
inthe case of teachers: the Supremgbout *balancing the budget ord foundry, t-shlrts.at afz_ictory, orare explo_lted. In Qrd_erforworkersteachers now. There is strength in
Court of Canada ruled against BGvhatever other excuses ’th even the relationships an.dtof|ghtt.h|s exploitation and make numbers! Only_together can we
legislation restricting the collective government has parroted out - it i@mowledge offered by ateacherirbetter lives for themselves, allcreate a more just and equitable
bargaining rights of health careabout attacking public sector? S/2ssroom. The most importanivorkers must band together inworld!
workers in 2007!), and theworkers and obliterating theirthlng is _that_ no matter Whatsolldanty._ As students, you may To contact the Young
governmentis at it again this timerights to organize and fight forcommodlty is produ<_:ed, the not havej_obs yet, bu;you are st|IICom_mun|st League-Vancouver,
around. The fundamental goal ofbetter working conditions! But owners have to pay their workersan essential elementin the cycle oémail YCL_BC@outlook.com

the government and its right wingwhat does this mean for students?
agendaisto privatize the education In capitalist economies,

system and to privatize health careeducation has two basic functions. P O I Itl Cal Sto rm Ove r V an CO u Ve r

In Coquitlam alone, 632 teachersThe first is the one we’re most .

are getting layoff notices. One offamiliar with: the accumulation of LG BT I d t

theintentions of this actis to initiatedifferent kinds of knowledge that + pO ICy U p a. e

bigger classroom sizes with fewemwill help us navigate the social

resources. worlds thatwe inhabit. The secondpy, \/ancouver Bureau draft was submitted to the Trusteeshe hearings, a number of powerful
Additionally, nearly 200 however, is the more important in mid-2011. But Bouey did not speakers in favour of the policy

schools have been shut down as@bjective. The education system With five months left until the win re-election that fall, and update were of Chinese ethnic

result of government cuts inis designed to invest youth, in theNov. 15 municipal elections acrossprogress on the revised policybackgrounds.

education. Therefore, studentgorm of skillsand knowledge, with British Columbia, another political slowed down. Supporters of the new B.C.

have fewer schools in theirthe social capital necessary fosstorm is raging at the Vancouver This spring, the Advisory Safer Schools Coalition also

neighbourhood, fewer teachers andeveloping our labour-power andSchool Board (District 39). This Committee was finally able to mobilized to attend the hearings

fewer resources to help with theirentering the workforce. Thetime, it's not over the impact of presentthe Board with a“Proposedind make presentations. While

education. Students that requireapitalist mode of production, thefunding cuts and downloaded cost®olicy Revision on Sexual PACIS urged the Board to ask the

more needs and more resourcesame basic framework that all ofimposed on school boards byOrientation and GenderBC College of Physicians and

for learning are especially hurt byus work under, creates value, an€hristy  Clark’s  Liberal Identities”. The draft is grounded Surgeons to consider the update, a

Statement from the Young
Communist League-
Vancouver, June 5, 2014

h_..'

the cuts because there are fewehus wealth, by extracting labour-government. inthe existing policy, withupdatedwide range of medical and
The latest battle is over a long-guidelines to protect trans andpsychological experts spoke
awaited revision of the VSB’s gender-variantyouth. eloquently about the importance

policies to protect the rights and This sparked a backlash by eof adopting the changes. Not a
interests of LGBTQ+ students.fundamentalist Christian groupledsingle speaker with medical
Adopted by the COPE-led schoolby Cheryl Chang, chair of thecredentials opposed the update.
board during its 2002-2005 term,Parent Advisory Committee at Chang was dealt a devastating
the policy was a groundbreakingLord Byng Secondary in rebuke ataMay 20 meeting of the
step to help achieve a safe an¥ancouver. Chang is also anLord Byng PAC, when a huge
welcoming learning environmentoutspoken Conservative activist.turnout of parents voted
for all students. Now, the revised Taking the name Protecting All overwhelmingly to direct her to
policy has become the target of &hildren In Schools (PACIS), this withdraw the letter which sparked
BBQ - ! group of right-wing, homophobic group accused the VSB ofthe controversy.
g TN Christian fundamentalists, hopinginadequate consultations. Public The next step inthe processis a
to find a wedge issue to win morehearings into the draft, initially June 11 meeting of Committee 3,
2-6 pm, Satu rday JUIy 5 politicalinfluence over the Board. slated for one evening at a VSBwhich will consider

Annual
People's

. . After 2005, it became clear thatCommittee 3 meeting, stretchedecommendations for further

(Raln or Shme) more action was necessary t®ver three nights during May.amendments to the policy update.

address the serious problems face@hang circulated a public letter onA June 16 fullmeeting ofthe VSB'’s

58 Albany Avenue, Toronto by students who identify as transbehalf of the Lord Byng PAC, nine trustees will vote on these
(one street east of Bathurst, north of Bloor) or gender non-conforming, attacking the policy update butrecommendations and then adopt

particularly around access towithouteven consulting thatbody.or reject the policy. Given their
washrooms, or assignments td®ACIS also circulated a petitiontrack records, it appears that the

" ! gender-divided sports teamscontaining a wide range ofvote will likely split between six
that fights for working people, for peace, Many trans and gender-variantalsehoods and misstatement¥ision trustees who support
equality, democracy and socialism! youth face threats and everabout the policy. improving the current policy,
violence for attempting to use Initially, much of the media versus three right-wing NPA
Both meat and Vegetarian dishes! facilit_ies which match their own coverage of the i_ssue wadrustees in oppc_)sition. However,
identity. Some even avoid goingsympathetic to the claim that “theimportant provisions to protectthe

to the bathroom for the entireprocess was too rushed”, despiteonfidentiality of students who
school day, to avoid the dangers ofiaving been several years impproach school staff for advice
harassment in such locations. preparation. As the hearingson sexual orientation and gender

A fundraiser for People's Voice, the paper

$20/person, $10 for students, low & unwaged,
children under 12 free!

f Former COPE school trusteecontinued, it became clear thaidentity questions may be watered
= Sponsored by the Davenport Club, Jane Bouey led the effort to adopPACIS is deeply opposed todown.
i Communist Party of Cahada the original policy during her 2002- policies which aim to improve  Whatever happens on June 16,
2005 term. Elected again in 2008gafety for LGBTQ+ students. it seems certain that the issue will
RSVP - please let us know if you she took the initiative to press for Another argument is that thespill over into the civic election.

an update, a process involving incity’s large Chinese-speakingTwo of the NPA trustees, Ken
depth consultations with thepopulation is being bullied into Denike and Sophia Wu, used the
Board’'s broadly-based Prideaccepting policies which conflict

Advisory Committee. An initial with their “cultural norms”. Butat _ S€€ LGBTQ+ debate, p. 11

will be coming by responding to
omayasim@sympatico.ca or 416-536-6771
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EDIT ORIALS

OH, THAT'S THE
GOVERNMEMNT'S DoMESTIC
SPYING APE IT COMES
STANPARP on ALL
THE PHOMES.

Chilling critics into silence

Virtually every day, disturbing new evidence emerges regarfling
the vast scale of government/corporate/police surveillance intp the
lives of Canadians. In one sense, this phenomenon is nothing new;
inthe late 1940s, the RCMP was tasked with compiling an enorinous
database of Communistleaders. “PROFUNC”, as the operatiofp was
called, expanded to 50,000 names over the next three degades,
including almost anybody who came into contact with the Commdinist
eradicated. Speaking to a gathering of far-right organizets in E‘ et
Toronto on May 30, PM Stephen Harper dug up the Cold War to QJ g. v
rail against Communists and “terrorists”, a term which seenis to =
government and police forces aim to gather reports about gvery
single demonstration which takes place in this country. In o he‘ﬁ;‘;:.
words, whether you rally against the tar sands pipelines ¢r i

Party or other progressive movements.
: - e
cover nearly anyone opposed to the corporate destructign of=—_ =se.. ===
in‘
solidarity with striking workers, expect to be photographed and&iﬁeh-l'n:}wg

PROFUNC was finally cancelled, but its roots were never
Canada. His chilling speech coincided with revelations tha{ the

:_HT-"'.-—-_

catalogued as a potential threat to national security. EDSTE N b rad =5
Some supposed “threats” are already feeling the impact of this SEES
brutal attack on civil rights and democratic liberties. Here’s justjone
case. OnJune 3, 16 cops raided a house in East Vancouver, urder the
pretext of investigating the “crime” of people spraying anti-pipeline
graffiti during 2013. The four residents, and a guest, were rempved Ott awa S tate m e nt O n M aSS

one by one at gunpoint. While the state is targetting “radicals” (puch
as indigenous activists), the real intention of such tactics is to terrify
any voices of resistance into silence and submission. We conflemn
every such action as an escalation of the capitalist state’s psycholpgical
and political war against the people of Canada. Freedom and demgcracy
must be defended against this attack - before it's too late! This statement was crafted

Figures don’ tlie. but May 9-10 in Ottawa, where

an international group of

The so-called “independent” Parliamentary Budget Office, heqde cea}[(jtgrglgts)aitgdstarlg;/eog(:igtse?or
up by PM Harper's pal Jean-Denis Fréchette, tells us haéhallenging mass
Conservative tax cuts have “saved” Canadians $30 billion, including,neillance protecting civil
personal income tax reductions of $17 billion, and the federal §hajg, e rties and’ advancing
of revenue loss GST/HST of $13 billion. That works out to ak OUHemocratic rights.
$800 per resident of Canada.

However, figures can be twisted for a political agenda. Canag
for Tax Fairness notes that the top 20 per cent of income earne
$10.9 billion, or 36 per cent of the total. Meanwhile, while
bottom 20 per cent got $1.9 billion, or only six per cent. The lov
income group gain less than $500 in tax reductions annually,
the top 20 per cent rake in almost $2,000 a year.

Survelllance in Canada

In addition, security vulner and if necessary referred to the
abilities in communications Supreme Court.
systems must be addressed and That a full, transparent and
fixed rather than exploited by participatory public process must
government agencies. begin to create a comprehensive
4. That the powers of provinciallegal framework for information
and federal privacy commissionersand privacy rights and freedoms,
should be commensurate with théuilt on the Canadian Charter of
guasi-constitutional status ofRights and Freedoms and
privacy law. Commissioners acknowledging the United
jans We are entering an age of bigshould have extended powers andllations’ reaffirmation of privacy
rs géta and ubiquitous surveillance appropriate financing and staffing,as a fundamental human right.
heWe know: to initiate investigations, as well  Signing organizationsinclude:
lest - Thatgovernments and privateas react to complaints, andOpenMedia.ca, B.C. Civil
Vhileorporations routinely collectandprosecute and fine state bodie&iberties Association, National
sort massive amounts of personadnd private companies for breache€ouncil of Women of Canada,
Nor did the Budget Office suggest that $30 billion could pay|fordata for multiple reasons fromof that law. Surveillance Studies Centre at
affordable child care or housing, or cut post-secondary tuitiof, opational security to marketing; 5. That all state security, Queen’s University, Amnesty
improve our medicare system, or provide clean drinking watef for - That there is extensiveintelligence, policing and border International Canada, Canadian
Aboriginal communities. Sadly, none of the parties in Parlianpentargeting and profiling of agencies must be brought fullylnternetPolicy and Public Interest
used the report to raise such ideas. Instead, even the NDP rgmaingividuals and groups on groundsunder proper legal regulation,Clinic, FACIL, International Civil
committed to the neoliberal dogma of tax-cutting and ‘balarjce@f race and ethnicity, political andjudicial authorization, Liberties Monitoring Group,
budgets”, which allow the wealthy and the corporations to Heepeligious views, social class, agefransparency and democratid’rivacy and Access Council of
widening the income gap. gender, sexual preference and@ccountability. While it is Canada, National Council of
And it gets worse. That $30 billion figure does not include [thedisability; necessary for the government tcCanadian Muslims, Privacy
ongoing impact of the huge tax cuts brought in by (then) Fingnce - That Canadian privacy andhave some secrets and condudhternational, North American
Minister Paul Martin in 2000. Nor does it count Conservative gutslata protection laws andsome secret activities, this doefAssociation of Independent
to corporate taxes. Canadians for Tax Fairness calculates that tiggulations are regularly bypassedpot mean that these should bdournalists, Free Dominion, B.C.
total lost revenues from all these sources adds up to nearly $8@dermined or broken, and areggoverned by secret law orLibrary Association, B.C.
billion annually. The federal governmenttoday has annual revehuégadequate for dealing with exceptions fromlaw. Inparticular: Freedom of Information and
of about $230 hillion - not the $310 hillion which it could pe information and privacy rightsin - That government agenciesPrivacy Association, Pirate Party
receiving. In our next issue, we’ll examine what could be done pvittthe age of big data and ubiquitousnust fully disclose the legal of Canada, Canadian Civil
that amount of extra revenue. Until then, PV readers can prolpabsgrveillance. definitions of the terms employedLiberties Association, Green Party
come up with some excellent suggestions! We the undersigned are agreedor surveillance, the kind of dataof Canada, Ontario Humanist
1. Thatalllevels of governmentinthey gather and the full Society, John Wunderlich &
Canada must fully respect theustifications for surveillance and Associates, Inc, Canadians
Canadian Charter of Rights anddata gathering. Defending Democracy. The
Freedoms including the right to - That the government mustCommunist Party of Canada has
privacy, freedom of thought andpublically acknowledge all secretadded its name to this lis.
expression, freedom of associatiofinternational security treaties,
and peaceful assembly, andgreements and memoranda tha#
security against unreasonableequire the sharing of personal
search and seizure. data, affect free movement an
2. That all proposals for changepersonal security, or place
to information and privacy rights Canadian state surveillance in thj
must be presented, justified andervice of other sovereign state
debated in a transparent manneinternational agencies or thel
No changes to information andprivate sector.
privacy rights and statutory privacy - That the government musf{
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The Ukraine Crisis and the New Cold W ar

against racial discrimination in have guns and butter.” What made Yanukovych a targefpolitical taboo against allowing
employment. Whatwe gotinstead The Cold War supposedly forregime change was his decisiorfascist and neo-Nazi parties into
Workers of America (UE was the anti-union Taft-l—!za_lrtley end_ed WiFh 1991 breakup of thein November to reject harsh Iqanany_gove(nment. The Obama
www.ueunion.org), May ’27 Act aqd th(_e Colq War. Military SoyletUmon andthe Warsaw Pactterms from the European Unlonadmlmstratlon has nowbrokent_hat
2014 ’ ’ spending, mcqulng the nuclearwhich had begn composed of théEU) and Int(_arnanc_)nal Monetarytabo_o and allleq our country with
arms race, continued to trump allU.S.S.R. and its Eastern EuropeaRund (IMF) - including the kind of fascists in Ukraine. According to

On February 22, the electedother priorities. Local conflicts all allies. A key event was the 1990pension cuts and austerity thathav&erman media reports, about 400
president of Ukraine wasover the world were treated asagreementbetweenthe U.S., Westriven Greece into poverty.elite mercenaries from the
overthrown in a coup which wasglobal showdowns between theGermany and the Soviet UnionYanukovych instead accepted anotorious U.S. private security firm
supported by the ObamauU.S.andthe USSR.Inthe name oallowing the reunification of morefavourable offer of economicAcademi (formerly Blackwater)
administration. Since then, the Germany. In those negotiationsaid from Russia. His proposal thatare taking part in Ukrainian
country has been torn apart and President George H.W. BushUkraine have good economicmilitary operations against anti-
violence has escalated. On May promised Soviet President Mikhailrelations with both Russia and thegovernment  protesters in
in the southern city of Odessa Gorbachev that NATO - the U.S.-EU was rejected by the EU and thesoutheastern Ukraine. News that
supporters of the new unelecteq Labou r led anti-Soviet military alliance - U.S., which wanted a UkrainianVice President Joe Biden’s son
Kiev government, including . would not expand any further easgovernment hostile to Russia.  Hunter Biden has joined the board
members of the violent extremist VO'CeS than Germany. U.S. Assistant Secretary of Stateof directors of Ukraine’s largest
Right Sector party, surrounded e Yet despite that promise, andVictoria Nuland metin December private gas company adds the
peaceful, unarmed anti- despite Russia and its former allie2013 with Oleh Tyahnybok, headelement of conflict of interest.
government protestors who had no longer having communistof the far-right Svoboda Party. InObama’s policies toward Ukraine
taken refuge in the city’s main“fighting communism,” the U.S. governments, NATO has moveda 2012 resolution the Europearand Russia have significantly
union hall. The right-wing crowd sided with the French and Britishsteadily eastward toward RussiaParliament had called Svobodancreased the chances of military
then set the union hall on fire, anccolonial empires againstNATO now includes the former “racist, anti-Semitic and confrontation betweenthe U.S.and
46 people died by being burnedndependence movements, andocialiststates of Hungary, Polandxenophobic” and appealed toRussia, the world’s two nuclear
alive or jumping to their deathsbacked many brutal dictatorsthe Czech Republic, Slovakia,democratic partiesin Ukraine “notsuperpowers. This threatens world
trying to escape. against their own people. The 40Slovenia, Romania and Bulgariato associate with, endorse or fornpeace.

We are troubled by this horrific year-long Cold War included someas well as three former republicscoalitions with this party.”InMay It is unclear whether the
atrocity, and by the fact that maswery hot wars - notably Korea andof the U.S.S.R. which border2013 the World Jewish Congresspresidential election conducted on
murder was committed by burningVietnam. The CIA organized Russia - Lithuania, Latvia andlabeled Svoboda “neo-Nazi” andMay 25, under conditions of near-
a union hall. We are concernectoups that overthrew democraticEstonia. Two more former Sovietcalled for the party to be bannedcivil war, will help to defuse the
about the conflict in Ukraine, by governments thatdared to disagreeepublics, Ukraine and Georgia,Svoboda leader Tyahnybok hagrisis in Ukraine.
the massing of Russiantroops neawith the U.S. government orhave been promised eventuatalled for ridding Ukraine of the  We reaffirm UE’s historic
Ukraine’s eastern border and U.Scorporations. On the domestictNATO membership. NATO is influence of “the Moscow-Jewish position. We favour peace and
and NATO troops and planes infront, the Cold War was a massivenow clearly an alliance againstmafia.” Svoboda is also anti-gay,friendly, equitable economic
neighbouring Poland, Lithuania,attack on civil liberties and anRussia, sitting on Russia’santi-black, and hostile to equalrelations between nations. We
Latvia and Estonia, which signaleffort to wipe out organizations, doorstep. rights for women. favour negotiations rather than
the return of the Cold War and thencluding UE, thatrefusedtoenlist In late 2013 the U.S. beganBut since the overthrow of military confrontation to resolve
threat of a much hotter war. in the Cold War. expressing hostility toward Yanukovych, Svoboda holds fourdisputes, including this one. We

Adefining periodinthe history ~ UE said the U.S. governmentUkrainian President Viktor cabinet ministries in Ukraine’s believe the countries that defeated
of UE was our union’s courageousshould direct its resources towardYanukovych, and sympathy with“provisional  government” NazisminWorld War I, including
opposition to the Cold War. Atthe making life better for its own the often violent anti-government(including deputy prime minister.) the U.S. and Russia, should work
end of World War Il there was people. UE favoured negotiationsprotestors in Kiev. Yanukovych InaFeb. 4 conversation caught omogether against any resurgence of
great hope among union memberso resolve differences between thevas not an exemplary leader - weape, Nuland and the U.S.racism,anti-semitismand fascism
and other Americans for aU.S. and the Soviets, and to enchow know that he'd been ambassadortoKievdiscussed whin Europe.
continuation of FDR’s New Deal, conflicts such as Vietnam. UE saidfeathering his own nest - but hewould get which positions in the Bruce Klipple, General
with progressive social andthearmsrace robbed humanneedsgas elected in a fair election, anchew government, including cabinetPresident; Andrew Dinkelaker,

Statement from the United
Electrical, Radio & Machine

economic policies including on both sides of the Cold Warthe U.S. supports manyseats for Svoboda. General Secretary-Treasurer;
national healthcare, expandedlivide. As UE President Albert governmentsthatare more corrupt In Europe since the end ofBob Kingsley, Director of
Social Security, and progressFitzgerald often said, “You can’t and undemocratic than his. World War IlI, there has been aOrganization e

pslaal \issing the class in wealth distribution

Theory

the book is its policy conclusionPiketty’s work is its take on the have the order running in thebetweenthe production ofasurplus
that governments should imposeentral driving force behind thereverse direction, from inequality and its distribution, which Piketty
stricter taxes on wealth to secure igrowth of income and wealth to growth. does not make, that explains why
more equitable distribution. inequality in the current era. Thisdifference centreson sharplyMarxists see the rate of
Mindful of criticismsthatsucha While identifying several contrasting definitions of capital. exploitation as the key driver of
proposal would be extremelyimportantenablingfactors,suchas For Piketty, capital comprisesinequality, with the rate of growth
Capital In The Twenty-First difficult to implement, given the the marked shifttowards neoliberakll non-labour assets. Virtually anybeing the key transmission route
Centuryby the French economistfierce resistance it is likelyeconomic policies onthe partofthendividual owning just about any linking the two.
Thomas Piketty has recentlyencounter, Piketty goes out of his Itis the fact that workers in the
received a great deal of attentionway to emphasise the point the aggregate are paid far less than
not only in academic publicationsgovernments should co-ordinat what they produce that explains
but in newspapers too. their wealth tax policies rather thal the contradiction between the
Those reviews, generallytry to implement them in a capitalists’ ability to extract
positive, contain some criticismspiecemeal, go it alone, manner. massive profits on the one hand
and the same applies here. Of the book’s weaknesses, twi and their inability to fully realise
Of the book’s many strengths,stand out. One is that it contains n these profits on the other.
two stand out. The first is its detailed explanation of the Unable to plough all of these
methodologically concise, but noteconomic, as opposed to social profits back into investments for
overly technical, exposition ofthe moral, impact of global wealth L 3 productive purposes - due to the
huge growth inincome and wealthconcentration. tightening spending constraints on
inequality in recent decades. This omissionis serious becaudeading Western governmentsjncome generating asset, whethewage earners, an inability thatthen
Piketty provides a wealth of it makes even more daunting thBiketty argues that the main causé be non-financial ones such asaccounts for continuing low
data notonly as regards the unevealready difficult task of persuadingf rising inequality boils down to real estate or machinery orgrowth - capitalists are instead
dispersion of wealth acrossgovernments to adopt the kind athe fact that the rate of return orfinancial assets such as equities aedistributing these profits among
different sections ofthe populationco-ordinated wealth taxes thatapital currently exceeds the rate obonds, is classified as a capitalistthemselves.
but also the massive and obsceneiketty so correctly calls for. growth of output. But for Marxists, capital is a That has been witnessed by the
degree of concentration of wealth An easy way to rectify this Pikettyis certainlyrightto point distinct class category - capitalistshuge growth of CEO pay and
in the hands of a vanishingly smallomissionis to show how the world’¢o the close statistical correlationare those who deploy labour powemanagerial bonuses, also the case
number of people. super-rich have been instrumentédletween historical trends intogether with the means ofwith other owners of the claimson
Totake justone example Pikettyin causing the recent financial crisimequality on the one hand and thg@roduction to generate profit.  the surplus output produced by the
provides, the wealth held by theby virtue of the downward pressuréistorical trends in economic It is only after a surplus hasworld’s working population.
world’s richest 225 people roseon US bond yields they helped tgrowth on the other. been generated through the Piketty’'s book has serious
from an average of $1.5 billion in exert, a development which inturn But correlations in themselvesexploitation of labour power that weaknesses yetthey are notenough
1987 to one of $15 billion in 2013 led to the mass creation of the U&Il us nothing about the order ofthere is then a redistribution of thisto outweigh its considerable
- a sum greater than the annusahigh-yield toxic securities that werecausality. Piketty has the ordersurplus to other sections of thestrengthdtmustbe read by anyone
output of most countries. at the epicentre of the crisis. running from growth to inequality non-wage earning population.  concerned about the global human
The second major strength of The other major weakness olbut any Marxist economistwould It is this crucial distinction condition in the 21st centurs.

Capital In The Twenty-First
Century,by Thomas Piketty,
Harvard University Press.
Review from the Morning
Star, by Photis Lysandrou
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Stop Kiev’' s bloody offensive against civilians!

The crisis in Ukraine continues
to deepen with every passing day
and the danger that this conflict
could spread beyond its border
and spark a direct confrontation
between the U.S./NATO forces

- Demand a negotiated political
solution to the crisis in Ukraine

and the Russian Federation - bot

h

World War Il, including the U.S.
and Russia, should work together
against any resurgence of racism,
anti-Semitism and fascism in
Europe,” the UE statement
concluded.

Our Party warmly welcomes

with vast nuclear arsenals - is very this statement, and calls on the
real. Itis absolutely vital thereforeanother firm foothold along Civilian casualties are climbing asNATO countries are carrying out broad peace forces, the trade union
thatthe peace forces across CanadRussia’s sensitive Southern flankyesidential areas, hospitals, schoolsurveillance overflights inside movement and all concerned
and around the world act in unisorstrengthening the military/strategicand kindergartens come undetJkraine on behalf of the Kiev citizens to follow this example by
to demand that the NATO military encirclement of this rival power. artillery attack during this punitive regime. speaking out againstthe deepening
build-up in Eastern Europe, andin The coup in Kiev has been meiand bloody offensive. Recently, the United Electrical Ukrainian crisis and to demand a
the Baltic and Black seas beby increasing popular resistance. The U.S. Canadian and otheWorkers of America (UE) issued peaceful, political solution.
stopped and reversed immediatelyThe people of Crimea voted by arlNATO governments are virtually a brave statement expressing the At this critical moment, the
The peace forces must act to blockverwhelming majority to secede,silent about this spreadingunion’s deep concern about theCommunist Party of Canada:
the threat of a new Cold War, andand have since joined the Russiahumanitarian tragedy, as is theconflict in Ukraine, the inclusion condemns the military offensive
to call for a negotiated political Federation. In other parts ofcorporate-controlled mass mediaof fascist and neo-Nazi parties inby the Kiev regime in the Eastern
solution to the current crisis, toEastern Ukraine, pro-autonomylndeed the Western imperialistthe new Kiev government, and thepart of the country and demands
prevent any further escalation andorces have taken over more thawamp has given its “go-ahead” todanger of a “return of the Coldits immediate cessation;
to preserve world peace. 20 cities and towns in defiance ofthe Kiev regime to carry out this War and the threat of amuch hotter demands that NATO stop its
The conflict in Ukraine stems the pro-Western putschist regimeassault, and is providing funds andvar” between the U.S./NATO provocative military build-up in
from the unconstitutional power-in Kiev, and are now facing aincreasingly  sophisticatedcountries and the Russianareasand countriesadjacenttothe
grab which ousted the previousprutal military offensive by the weaponry to undertake it. Federation. Russian Federation, and remove
elected government at the end ofegime to regain control. Artillery ~ Meanwhile, the NATO military ~ “We favour peace and friendly, its naval presence in the Black
February. As our Party has alreadyparrages and air strikes have beebuild-up of both personnel andequitable economic relationsSea;
noted, the crisis was precipitatedaunched against Slovyanskadvanced weapons systems ibetween nations. We favour calls onthe UN Security Council
by an orchestrated campaign by uhansk, Mariupol and otherexpandingin Eastern Europe righthegotiations rather than militaryto intervene to stop the aggression
right-wing opposition and neo- centres in the East, killing a largeup to the Russian borders. NATOconfrontation to resolve disputesjnside Ukraine and prevent a
fascistforcesinside Ukraine - withnumber of unarmed civilians.  warships are plying the Baltic andincluding this one. We believe thehumanitarian disaster;
massive financial backing and Furthermore, a number ofBlackseas, and Canadianand otheountries that defeated Nazism in supports the call for political
guidance from Washington andatrocities have been committed by negotiations to reach a settlement
other Western imperialist powersthe newly-formed Ukrainian in Ukraine that addresses the
- to overthrow the government of“National Guard”, made up largely legitimate concerns of the peoples
President Yanukovich and seizeof pro-Nazi and neo-fascist in the east and their desire for
power. Far from being a popular,“volunteers. In one of the most greater autonomy, while
pro-democracy “people’s outrageous examples of these war maintaining the territorial integrity
uprising”, this coup d’Etat was acrimes, supporters of the of the country;
highly organized operation, carriedillegitimate Kiev government - demands that Canadian CF-18s
out with military precision, and including members of the violent be withdrawn and that the
masterminded from abroad, withextremist Right Sector party - Canadian Government end its
the aim of bringing Ukraine surrounded peaceful anti- belligerent stand and rather speak
entirely under the influence andgovernment protestors in the out for a peaceful political solution
domination of the Western southern city of Odessa who had to this crisis.
imperialist centres. This has beerniaken refuge in the city’s main - demands that Canada withdraw
a longstanding imperialist union hall on May 2. The right- from the aggressive NATO
objective which, among otherwing crowd then setthe union hall military alliance.
things, would weaken the Russiaron fire, and 46 people died by Issued by the Central Executive,
Federation economically andbeing burned alive or jumping to Communist Party of Canada, June
politically, and give USand NATO their deaths trying to escape. 9, 2014

How much does Stephen
Harper care about the dangers
of a NATO war in Europe?

W

Harper should apologize to the people of Canada

National Capital Commission areaterrible chilling effect on public others murdered in the Nazi deatiMr. Harper’s ludicrous accusation
of Ottawa. Unable to raisediscourseandsharply curtailedtheamps. By falsely equatingthatPrime Minister Putin - a strong
Communist Party of sufficien.t fund; priva_te_ly, the freedpm of expression andcommunism with faspism i_n_his packer of the new capitalist class
Canada. June 9. 2014 group will be given millions of associated democratic and trad&lay 30 speech, the Prime Ministelin Russia - is supposedly a
’ ’ taxpayer dollars by the unionrights of all Canadians. Thecallously slandered all those whoCommunist. Ever since the
At a May 30 dinner in Toronto Conservative government for theirsponsors of this monument are novgave their lives to liberate EuropeOctober Revolution of 1917, such
hosted by far right political highly political project, inviolation attempting to revive this tragicand the entire world from theaccusations by leaders of the
activists, Prime Minister Stephenof the principles of the NCC. McCarthyist era of red-baiting, menace of fascism. imperialist powers have been used
Harper launched a vicious Cold The Communist Party of which had been tossed into the We therefore call upon theto prepare public opinion for
War-style attack againstCanada has spoken out againstustbin of history.” Prime Minister to issue anmilitary interventions, blockades,
communism. The Communistthis reactionary initiative on The “Tribute to Liberty” immediate full apology to the trade embargoes and other forms
Party of Canada condemns organizers spread manypeople of Canada for his historicalof “big stick” intervention against
Mr. Harper’s lies and outrageous falsehoods,lies and his support for the pro-countries which refuse to follow
baseless accusations. His most notably by including fascist forces in the “Tribute to the agenda of transnational capital.
slanderous speech aimedto the 25 million Soviet Liberty” group. We condemn the Prime Minister’s
build support for the citizens who died in the But his May 30 speech hasdangerous Cold War militarist

Statement from the Central
Executive Committee,

At a May 30 dinner in
Toronto hosted by far

growing NATO military . . . Second World War in their further frightening implications. blustering, which raises
build-up against Russia, rlght pOIItlcal activiss, bizarre count of the Byusingthisoccasiontorepeainternational tensions and
and to create the political supposed “victims of his support for the coup regimeincreases the threat of a

Prime Minister Sephen
Harper launched a
vicious ColdWar-style
attack against
communism....

conditions for accelerating
the wide-ranging

Conservative attack on the
trade union movement and
democratic rights and
freedoms in Canada. We
call upon all Canadians to
reject the Prime Minister’s

communism.” By repeating which overthrew the electedcatastrophic war in Europe. We
these lies, the Primegovernment of Ukraine severalalsocondemn the opposition NDP
Minister aligns himselfwith months ago, the Prime Ministerand Liberal parties in Parliament,
those who still believe that signalled again that he backs thevhich have eagerly joined
it would have been betterspread of ultra-right movementsHarper’s Russia-bashing in their
for the world if Hitler inEurope. The shocktroops of theopportunist grovelling for voter
Germany had defeated theNATO-backed February coup insupport.
Soviet Union onthe easternKiev were violent activistsofneo-  The other element behind Mr.
anti-communist rhetoric, front. This view is a fascist parties, which wereHarper's May 30 speech is the
and to rally in defence of shocking attack on theimmediately rewarded with Conservative party’s relentless
peace, democracy, labour rightseveral occasions. As we statetamilies of the 47,000 Canadiancabinet posts and other officialpropaganda campaign against
and civil liberties. recently, “the monument projectsoldiers who died fighting as alliespositions. The US. Canada, andvorking people, in particular the
Mr. Harper spoke at aisathrowbacktothe sordid era ofof the Soviet people in the warother NATO powers are whipping organized sections of the working
fundraising event held by the sothe Cold War, which resulted in aagainst Hitlerism. Harper’s up today’s crisis in Ukraine, with class in Canada, which has the
called “Tribute to Liberty” wave of anti-communist frenzy, statements are a brutal boot in théhe strategic aim of isolating Russiaorganizational strength to be at the
organization. The ConservativeRCMP spying, witch-hunts, face for all who suffered underand crushing any geopoliticalcentre of a broad-based people’s
party’s supportfor this group goesblacklisting, social ostracism, fascism, including the millions of alternative to the military- resistance movement against the
back years, to the start of theiimprisonment and deportationsJews, Roma, people witheconomic domination of the
campaign to erecta “monumenttaagainst many progressive-mindedlisabilities, = homosexuals, NATO-EU imperialist countries.
the victims of communism” in the Canadians. Such policies had &€ommunists, anti-fascists andThis is an important factor behind

see HARPER, page 11
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Boot-licking Journalism...

Donetsk, Ukraine that “While allegiance from their faces). Thepower does he have over them in Should we be surprised at Liz
there is no immediate indicationtruthisthatthe May 11 referendumLebanon? Sly’s sly attempt to swap a
that the Kremlin is enabling or which, whetherthe Westlikesitor Butthere is more... a “rumour” demonization of Syria’s Assad for
supporting combatants fromnot, appeared to express a strongerves to address the questioran inconvenient truth?

Russia... Moscow may have tosentiment for the establishment of The large turnout was spurred in  Not really. Liz Sly was the

...The concentration of mediadispel suspicions that it is wagingindependent, peoples’ republicspart by a widespread rumour thatWashington Post writer who

corporations coupled with theaproxywar...”Whydoes Moscowcounts as the best availableghose who do not vote will not bebrought to world attention the
centrality of profitability and the need to dispel suspicions wherindicator of the most current viewsallowed to return home...” So weplight of the unfortunate gay

narrow band of dissent offered bythere is admittedly no evidence woman in Damascus who was
the two-party system result in afor those suspicions? supposedly brutally oppressed by

By Zoltan Zigedy, Tuesday,
June 3, 2014 (Excerpts from
the original, which can be
read in full at mltoday.com)

uniformity and conformity in the  Following good journalistic Fr the Assad regime. On June 7,
media that would be the envy ofpractices, Leonard seeks to locat é@.q,({m,g. PN 2011 she wrote “Gay Girl in
any banana republic. the Ukrainian crisis in a context, in Damascus Blogger Detained”, a

news article that merged claims
from a blog post with what
appeared to be independently
gathered facts in a way that
suggested that youthful,
attractive Syrian-American,
Amina Arraf, was grabbed off
the street along with 10,000 other
Damascus citizens by the evil
Assad forces. On June 8, the
Washington Post retracted the
story and on June 10, a 40-year-

We can thank media critics likerecent events. Unfortunately, he N 0T H I N G
Extra! - the magazine of Fairnessslants that context to coincide wit

and Accuracy in Reporting - for the US/EU interpretation of those

serious disclosure of the mostevents. He notes the “election” of W J ;’ﬂﬂ'
egregious abuses ofindependenca billionaire candy mogul to the

and objectivity... But they often Ukraine’s presidency without
overlook the commonplace mentioning that Eastern Ukraine
banality of media’s slavish strongly opposed the election ang
conformity to the governmentline rejects Popochenko’s legitimacy.
and corporate dictate. While welnstead, he innocuously states: “Hg
all enjoy reading about the bigreplaced the pro-Moscow leade
lies, itisthe everyday boot-licking who was driven from office in

that holds the US myth together. February.” "Damascus blogger" Amina Arraf became a Western media old US citizen confessed that the
*OnMay 29, the Los Angeles  [D]riven from office? By sensation, only to be quietly dropped when it was learned that person, the story, and the blog
Times published a news story referendum? By the Supremeshe was a 40-year-old American. were a hoax that he concocted.
reporting Edward Snowden’s Court? By Parliament? The damage had been done -
NBC News interview.The author, Or, as the historical recordof the Eastern populace. Withoutmust believe thatthose who do noliberals recoiled from Assad’s
Richard Serrano casually writeswould confirm, by violent street contrary evidence, responsibleshow up will not be able to returnbrutality - few saw the

that“The disclosures have sparked@ctions that physically threatenedournalism would designate theto Syria, but those who do andretraction....

outrage insome countries...” Havethe former president. opposition as “anti-Kiev” or “pro- choose to vote for one of the two May 29 was little different from
they? Where? And why? Serrandemonstrations richly endowedindependence” rather than in theother candidates will not beany other day in the hustle of
relies on the readers gullibility to with Western funding. Actions fashion of US State Departmentimilarly punished by Assad. Thisnews in the Western media - no
slip in what appears to be aencouraged by the West anchandouts. Not surprisingly, isindeedastrange twist. Moreoverbetter, no worse. It is important
reasonable assumption, but ambetraying a recent agreemenWestern journalists have resistedf the refugees are really anti-that we do not minimize these
assumption nonetheless. While thérokered with the EU. But to castthe tendency of consistently callingAssad, but intimidated by hissins by laying them only at the
reader will likely find the claim doubt on the legitimacy of whatthe actions and actors on the otheitightening grip,” why would they authors’ doorsteps. Editors and
believable, no reason is actuallycould justifiably be called a coupside as “pro-US.” To do so wouldwant to improve his electoralmanage-ment accept and
betray their sanctimonious posturdortunes by voting for him? encourage this servility to the US
: as serving only the interests of the Sly concedes that “Syrians didgovernment line, endorsing
Editors and management accept and Ukrainian people.... not say this would be the case, bubiased articles that belong on the

e * By the profoundly low with all voters having to submit op-ed pages and not in the news
encourage Sewlllty to the US govemment standards of US journalism, a theiridentity paperstothe embassgection. It is the institutional

line, endorsing biased articles that Washington Post article for registration, it is feasible thatacquiescence that makes a
belong on the op-ed pages and not in

datelined May 29 from Yarze, the government will know who mockery of a free, independent,
Lebanon established a new low. voted and who did not.” But this isand objective media.
the news section. It is the institutional The aptly named Liz Sly twists absurd. Certainly the government Itis the nuances - the word play

- h K K I events prior to the Syrian electioncould know who voted if they - that infect nearly every news
acqulescence that makes a moc ery ol a beyond recognition. The reigningsimply record the names that ararticle in our press: the lost subjects

free, independent’ and Objective media. assumption held by Westernon identity documents, but how(“Itis believedthat...” Itis thought
reporters portrayed Syriancould they possibly know who that...” By whom?), the anonymous
refugees as fleeing the evil Bashadidn’t vote from an amorphous sources (“Many believe...”,“Some
given to believe the claim. Couldwould cast the so-called “pro-Assad. Thus, it came as a shockommunity of refugees? Andsay...”), the stealth use of the
it be that Serrano means that US$/oscow insurgency”in adifferent when refugeesin Lebanonflockedsurely it makes sense to ask fopassive voice (“hundreds were
officials are outraged? light. in overwhelming numbers and withidentity papers to keep Lebaneséilled in the confrontation” Who
In the same article, Serrano Leonard goes on to explain theenthusiastic Assad partisanship to
reports accurately that Snowdersequence of events: “That oustethe Syrian embassies in order to
claimed he was a “spy” for US led to Russia’s annexation of thevote ahead of the domestid
security agencies, using aliase€rimean Peninsula in southerrelections. Despite police thugger
and working undercover. SerrandJkraine, which triggered the and long lines, Syrians spent long
adds: “Those agencies routinelysanctions, and a violent pro-hoursto castvotes. Most observerguiss
issue aliases for AmericansMoscow insurgency in the east."conceded that it took on the
working overseas, and his workDescribing Ukrainian eventsinthisappearance of an Assad electio
for them [CIA, NSA] was deceptive wayisakintodescribingrally.
previously known.” Serrano isthe US Revolutionary War as a As Sly affirms: “...desperate
dismissive of the revelationsviolent pro-French insurgency people foughtto gain admission tg
because they were “previouslyspawned by the defiance oftheembassygrounds...Roadswe
known.” Once again, by whom?Parliament’s trade policies.clogged for miles by people
How is the fact that someonelnterpretation is posing asarriving in buses, in cars and o
unnamed knew about Snowden’seportage. foot... Many voters were diehard
previous clandestine work Surely it is notable that the Assad supporters who showed u
relevant to reporting on theprevious violence in Kiev’'s inconvoys, honking horns, waving
interview? Serrano’s claim aboutMaidan Square - Molotov the president’'s picture and ] ] ]
the “routine” use of aliases leavesocktails, street fighting, baiting shouting slogans.” "Right Sector” neo-Nazis carrying outone oftheir assaults onthe
the interesting, newsworthy security forces - are characterized Undeterred by what appeareddoors of the Ukraine Rada (parliament).
question of who works for the blandly (“driven from office,” tocontradictthe State Department
agencies and why and when ddousted”) while defensive acts online on the sentiments of Syriancitizens (and US and Israelikilled them?), the simple, slanted
they need aliases unansweredhe part of anti-Kiev activists refugees, Ms. Sly wrote: “Syriansagents!) from voting in a Syrianlabels (“pro-Russian,” “anti-

There is not a hint of distrust ofresisting the military and police in thronged theirembassy in Lebanorlection. Sly withessed acommormmerican,” “insurgents,”
US security agencies’ motives.Eastern Ukraine are characterizedn Wednesday to cast ballots fosense procedure and not dmilitants,” “opposition”), the
He only injects the comment inas  participating in  a President Bashar Assad, offeringonspiracy. speculative leaps, and the tortured
order to minimize the importance“violent...insurgency.” a forceful affirmation of his  Astoundingly, Sly contradicts logic.

of Snowden’s interview and not Like the entire Western media,tightening grip on power after threeherself twelve paragraphs further: Mindful that these sins are
to share any newsworthyLeonard characterizes theyearsofconflict.”Nevermindthat “The rules for voting were lax, castigated in high school
information. opposition in Eastern Ukraine asSly never explains how shewith many people casting multiple journalism classes, their ubiquitous
Serrano cannot resist stirring“pro-Russian” (a recent picture indetermined the refugees’ vote prioiballots.” Casting multiple ballots? commission in the monopoly mass
antipathy towards Snowden. Histhe Wall Street Journal tothe vote tally. But how does thelLax rules? Would that not make itmedia signals an unprincipled,
editors can't either. characterized two armed men irrefugees’ enthusiasm for Assad impossible for Syrian officials to opportunistic obedience to power
* In an Associated Press fatigues pausing for a smoke asvhile presumably residing safelydetermine who will be allowed to and wealth, a calculated fealty to
dispatch the same day, Peter “pro-Russian,” as though thein a separate country - affirm “hisrepatriate and who will not? Doesthe seats of power matching the
Leonard writes dateline caption writer could read thattightening grip on power”? What consistency matter to Liz Sly?  worst days of the Cold Wae.




8 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e JUNE 16-30, 2014

¥ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i Africa was two, and zero for the N A7l unionists, including the recent highdocuments how when federal, state,
Unions Slam Qatar 2006 edition in Germany. FiveMIII_IonS_ |OS€ profile arrests of the KMWU and local governments pay
World Cup deaths have died on 2018 World CupyQting nghts Samsung Electronics Servicehundreds of billions of dollars to

host Russia’s stadium sites, but Workers’ Local on May 18-19. contractors for jobs that pay so

International unions have concerns are rising because of the Approximately 4.5 million It appears South Koreanlittle, they leave employees
slammed 2022 World Cup hostuse of exploited migrant workers.Indonesian migrant workersPresident Park Geun-hye andlependent on the social safety net.

Qatar over the treatment of migrant outside the country might not beSamsung bosses want to take th€hese costs are not taken into
labourers, and condemned th‘NanomateriaIS able to vote in the July 9 country back to its authoritarianaccount by governments. For
systematic exploitation of workers presidential election as their namegpast. The Korean Metal Workers’example, the report cites a 2010
at sporting events worldwide. - Wworkplace hazard are not included on the GeneraUnion ~ (KMWU)  local studythatshowed contracted school

“Qatar is a slave state,” said Elections Commission’s list of representing 1600 workerscafeteria employees in California

Sharan Burrow, head of the Arecentarticleinthe American eligible voters. A spokeswomanemployed by Samsung is on strikeeceived an average of $1,743 in
International Trade Union Journal of Industrial Medicine for presidential candidate Jokowicalling for respect for trade unionpublic assistance - in effect, an
Confederation (ITUC) on June 5.details the first fully documented Dodo said thatbased onthe dataagights and a first collective additional public subsidy for a
Speaking outside the annuakase of workplace illness arisingthe National Agency for the bargaining agreement. private contractor’s low wages.
congress of the Internationalfrom nanomaterials, that of a 26-Placement and Protection of Yeom Ho-seok, the KMWU  Decades ago, the public sector
Labour Organization, Burrow said year-old female chemist “working Indonesian Overseas Workers thehapter chair, committed self-offered stable jobs with family-
little real action had been taken tavith nickel nanoparticle powder number of migrant workers hasimmolation on May 17 in protest supporting wages and important
improve working conditions. reached 6.5 million, far below theagainst Samsung’s continuingbenefits like health insurance, sick
Migrants, mostly from South Commission’s two million. labour repression. Three hundredeave, and pensions.
Asia, form over 90 percent of th{ “Their political rights should police stormed his wake, arrested “Government historically

labour force in Qatar, where 8 be fought for,” she said during an25 mourners and absconded witltreated a ladder of opportunity by

percent of the population is from event with migrant workers who his body. paying family-supporting wages
outside the country. At current declared their support to Jokowi and providing important benefits,”
rates, as many as 4,000 workerp and vice-president candidate Jus i i said Shar Habibi, author of the
might be killed on construction Kalla. “Until now, the KPU hasuOUtSOurCIng hItS report. “This is especially true for
sites by the time the tournameng yet to take the necessary, concrett) . S. workers women and African-Americans,
kicks off. measures to deal with this fact.” allowing millions of themto reach

The energy-rich emirate is alsg .
facing claims that corruption [ 5%
played a role in the surprise
decision by world football’s =

The sluggish process of data Acrossthe U.S., public servicesthe middle class.”
collection of eligible voters was are increasingly outsourced to There is a growing body of
evidentin the cities of Riyadh andprivate contractors. But a newevidence that outsourcing leads to
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, in whichreportfrom the non-profitresearcha downward spiral as that ladder
some 857,000 Indonesian migrangroup In the Public Interest (ITPI)of opportunity disappears.

governing body FIFA to name it

host of the 2022 showcase. Uniond\ /  workers currently reside. The KPUshows that outsourcing hurtsReduced wages and benefits not
fear the corruption issue may only recorded around 203,000communities as well as workers. only make it harder for working

overshadow the situation ofweighed out and handled on a lalvoters in those cities. The report, “Race to the people to enter the middle class,
workers on the ground. bench with no protective Bottom: How Outsourcing Public they also hurt local economies as

Workers’ living conditions in measures.” Within a week °flnmates organize Services Rewards Corporationghose workers have less to spend,
Qatar are all often squalid, withhandling small quantities of the and Punishes the Middle Class,teducing the stability of working
inadequate food and medical carepowder the worker developed |ymates at the Berlin Tegel jail makes the case that when privatand middle class communities.
Qatar’s “kafala” visa-sponsorshipthroat and nasal symptoms ang, Germanyhavetoworkatregu|a,contractorsmakehugeprofitsfrom As the report notes,
system handcuffs foreigners toskin irritation. Working with the ghifts inside the prison. Now, theytaxpayerdollars, money is suckedrivatization and subcontracting
their local employer. South Asiantiny particles for the short period n5yve formed a union to represenPut of local communities. Dollars is becoming a force in growing
workers pay middlemen huge suméad led her body to develop nickekneir interests as workers. that used to go to employees aréequality. By 2013, according to
towin awork permit, and fear thatsensitization. The symptoms Starting nextyear, Germanywillsent to shareholders instead, sa study by Demos, the number of
complaining will mean getting persisted even when she moved taaye a minimum hourly wage oflocal workers have less to spendcontracted employees working on
fired and deported - if their a different floor, improving only approximately $11.56 (USD). But Taxpayers take another hit wherbehalf of the federal government
employer even agrees to an exitvhen she leftthe building e”tirely-prisoners earn only about $12-2¢Mmployees, who used to havevhoearnedless than $12/hour had
visa. Nanomaterials - the product Ofperday. Their union hopes to raiséiccess to health care and goodlready reached 2 million - more
Domestic workers, mostly manipulating naturaland syntheticWages and provide for a pensioryVages, now have to rely on foodthan the number of low-paid
women, who suffer abuse alsamaterials at the atomic andgcheme so that elderly inmates d§t@mps and Medicaid to survive.workers at Walmart and
struggle to free themselves frommolecular level - carry a height'notemergefrom prison penniless. The “Race to the Bottom” report McDonald’s combined.
employers. ened toxic potential by virtue of ynder the current law, prisoners
“How can we allow, as humantheir size alone, because they argre not allowed to participate in . . "
geings,k;[hatQhatarcan h_zlilvegWorthotentiallylmore reactivethanthelirGermany’S national pension plan Many items In our Globa| ClaSS
up when they are still abusinglarger-scale counterparts. Particles i "
domestic sector and contractt the nanoscale can be mor«gtt\évmhgistr:grie?ags Bﬁﬁ)nn_ﬂiz Struggle column are from the

workers,” said Myrtle Witbooi, readily absorbed by the body andtrctures within prison walls, they Labour S tart website,

chair ofthe International Domesticcan pass the blood/brain barrierpsve usually ceased to exist onc
Workers Network. There is still no known method for ngividual in)r/nates were released WWw .|abOU rst art. Org

The International Transportlimiting, controlling or even |, Britain, Preservation of the
Federation has also filed ameasuring human exposure tQjghts of Prisoners (PROP) was

~

complaint against Qatar Airwaysnanomaterials and processes in et up in the earlyv 1970s but . ;
at the ILO over its treatment ofoutside the workplace. Despiteeventﬁa”y faded aw};y. Join the Communist ,,}f:
white-collar employees. these risks, new products con- The cell of the organizer of the 14
Under mounting pressure, Qatataining nanomaterials are being,nion was recentlygsearched b Party Of Canada i
in February issued fresh guidelinesapidly introduced and thousand&mson staff. who reportedly‘ . . .
o - ) - The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histogy of
on workers’ rights, but the ILO of workers face exposure. confiscated documents relating tq  fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociafsm.

has urged it to go further. The An estimated 3-4 food the foundation of the union. He] The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the

emirate has said it plans to abolisiproducts - containing nanoyas sentenced in 2009 for hid fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sofour

the kafala system, butitremains tonaterials are coming on linej,yolvement in the left-wing | members are active across the country, to build our party and to help

be seen what will replace it. daily. A new study from Friends grganisation “militante gruppe”, | strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our polfcies
Unions say Qatar is an extremeof the Earth (Tiny Ingredients, \yhich committed arson attacks od ~ @nd leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rpore

example of a wider problem Big Risks) contains an e)(tensivegovernmeﬂt buildings between about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

surrounding increasingly list of food and snack productss>go1 and 2009. Central Committee CPC

expensive sports events, agontaining unlabeled nano 290A Danforth Ave. Toronto. ON. M4K 1N6

workers pay the price for high-ingredients from major ' B

LI - . . i 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca> .communist-party.c
pressure, multi-billion dollar transnationals, including Coca-RegreSS|orI to S. info@cpc-p o unist-party
drives to get ready. Cola, Danone Hershey, ' Parti Communiste du Quebedsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

Nine workers have died onKellogg’s, Mondelez, Nestle, Korea's paSt Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

. . . . b . 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C"

stadium projects in Brazil, wherePepsiCo and Unilever. These The |ndustriALL global union Montreal, QC, HV 4G9 Manitoba Commitee CPC
. . . . N ’ ’ . e., y y

the 2014 World Cup kicks off on products contain nano titaniumg,q its affiliate Korean Metal | Email: pca@cpe-pee.caél: 438-338-8890  rqfay- 2504_;86_75222"369

June 12. The picture was similadioxide, which studies have\yqrkers’ Union have called on| B-C- Committee cPC Ontario Ctee. CPC
. 5 ntario Ctee.
for the 2012 European footballshownto damage DNA, interferegqth Korean President Par} 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, VSL 331 g ) e e, Toronto, M4K 1NG

Manitoba Committee CPC

. . . . . . 604-254-9836<cpinfo.bc@gmail.com
championships in Poland andwith cell function and the immune Geun-hye to stop labour repressio P @gmal Tel: 416-469-2446

Ukraine. Six died in Poland andsystem and may be carcinogeniy tne Samsung corporation, an§l sox 68112, 70 Bonrie boon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC

14 in Ukraine, where shadowwheninhaled, among otherrisksgnsure it collectively bargains to| Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 aii]'ﬁ'tilvimviéﬁpztk%l5
. . . n
employment left many workers As with asbestos, the damagegnciude a living wage and Tel: 780-465-7803 Fax: 780-463-0200  ZATE AN % o

unprotected, said Vasyl Andreyevmay only be manifest with time. ¢ qjjective agreement. gjégla_rég:%e < Adantic Region CPC
head of Ukraine’s constructionThe potential risks are already the ynions condemned thd cCalgary, AB, T2 417 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0
i i iums: ; o ' Tel/fax: 902-542-7981
union. . leading to calls for a moratoriumjjiegal snatching of the body of| saskatchewan cpc o
In contrast, the stadium toll for on the commercialization of nanosamsung labour martyr Yeom Ho.@aﬂ:<mai|@communist-pany-sk.ca> )
the 2010 World Cup in South products and processes. seok and imprisonment of trade
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A Canadian observer in El Salvador

ARENA logo, children’s toys,
gizmos, kitchen brooms etc., all
In February and March of this bearing the ARENA colours and
year Gilberto Mayen, amember ofslogans. In some villages eve
the Nanaimo Club of the household received a “free”
Communist Party of Canada,chicken.
served as an International Observer Larger gifts included lucrative
during the first and second roundgobs and even pickup trucks. Bribe
of the presidential elections in Elof cash were offered in the usua
Salvador. way; the recipient was given a
Gilberto was born in the smallsmall down payment with the
village of La Libertad, close to promise of much more money to
San Salvador. During the bloodyfollow after an ARENA victory.
clampdown by the military hewas  Where these ploys were unlikel
a union leader; however, he wago work, strong arm and thuggis
compelled to seek asylum intactics were applied. In a countr
Canada after his son, ateenager athere decades of violence ha
the time, had been “detained” byresulted in hundreds of thousand
the dreaded National Police.of dead and disappeared, thi
Hundreds of “detainees” hadapproach was cruelly effective.
become “desaparecidos” so it wag he unfortunate individuals were

By Alan Boyden, Nanaimo

Gilberto Mayen in his official election observer kit.

voters was couched resulted in
widespread errors. Over half of
the estimated 10,337 voters failed
to understand that the marked
ballot for the first round had to be
sent in a separate envelope from
the ballot for the second round. In
their enthusiasm many FMLN
supporters sent their ballots in the
same envelope, thereby
invalidating both votes. This
resulted in the loss of more than
60% of the important external
support for the FMLN.

Despite this major set-back, the
“nail biting” final count resulted
in a victory for the FMLN and for
the freedom-loving people of El
Salvador.

Gilberto was ecstatic!
Surrounded by family, and by old

a terrifying time. Thanks to thewarned that their jobs would checked - oh dear! Some extrdinaltally wasthe muchlowerthanand new friends, they started

courage of a doctor, a very closalisappear if they voted for theready-marked ARENA ballots areexpected acceptable ballots froncelebrating.

friend, the young manwas released=MLN, or they or a family member inside! An angry ARENA lady is the expatriate community. Thisis The grand victory celebration
In December 2013, shortly afterwould “disappear”. This may havecaught as she tears down thenainly composed of familieswhowas held in San Salvador on

campaign started, Gilberto wascaused votes to leach away fronofficial list of registered voters - fled from the violence perpetratedSaturday, March 15th, attended

contacted by the Electoral Tribunalthe FMLN in some areas, butitdidnot so fast young lady! Someby the National Army, National by over a million people. Gilberto

and asked to become an officiahot prevent thousands of loyaltoughs in ARENA t-shirts and Police and associated right-wingwalked through throngs of happy

international observer.

He FMLN supporters in dangerouswaving party banners are flexingvigilante gangs. (During this periodpeople, past lines of buses which

accepted without hesitation andareas from casting their ballots. their muscles under the noses ofn estimated 500,000 people werbrought supporters from the west

soon received the necessary Onthe electiondays there werdittle people right outside a polling brutally killed.)
papers, becoming one of aboumany irregularities. “Ballot station! Looksimpressive, butitis

and north lining the pavements.
The expatriates are spreadrhe Electoral Tribunal declared

500 observers selected. (Eighstuffing” was tried, and attemptsa violation of the rules, so pleasghroughout Latin America and thatthe electionwas the mostfree,

were from B.C. andincluded Kevinat voter list tampering occurred atmove on.
Neish from Victoria.)

other, mainly Spanish-speakingfair and transparent ever in the

some polling stations. Some Thesewere justafew exampleparts of the world. (The USA only history of El Salvador. For all

Upon arriving in El Salvador ARENA voterstried to castballotsin one area in north Santa Ana. ltaccepted less than 4% of the totahvolved it had been very hard

the observers

underwentunder assumed names - even th@as heartening to see though howiumber of refugees from the deathwork. Long distances had to be

procedural training to ensure thatead were “resurrected” for thismany people were obviouslysquads.) For obvious reasons, thealked to numerous polling

the elections would be free, fairpurpose.

delighted to cast their votes at‘out-of-country” people eligible stations in weather which was
and democratic. They also Gilberto, being politically stations where there wereto vote supportthe FMLN.
received a copy of the Nationalastute, didn't just witness theseinternational observer teams.

frequently in the 34 degree range.

However, language and An exhausted but happy

Constitution and the “togs for theattempts at electoral fraud, but wassilberto recorded many dozens okemantic problems related to theGilberto returned to Canada on

job”i.e. the official vest (notbullet- able to photograph many of thempositive comments.

way in which the official March 18, to the great relief of his

proof), hat, shoulder bag andA “nice” lady has her handbag One disappointing aspectofthdnstructions for “out-of-country” family, friends and comrades.

accreditation certificate.

Gilberto was assigned to a north
ward of Santa Ana, the second
largest city in El Salvador, for the
Feb. 2 firstround of voting and the
March 9 second round run off. His
work was ultimately rewarding,
but not without frustrations, and By Tom Gill
real and implied dangers.

While the electoral process

and-burn policies.
It wasn't just the far-right but

Also notable is the rise of the Antonio Jose Seguro.
itself was apparently free and fairthe radical left and new anti- Party of the Earth, an ecologist

Radical lef t gains in Euro elections

score due to their zealous slash€osta of Lisbon, who said he wado democracy in 1974 with a

ready to challenge party leadercombined vote of around 80 per
cent, but together they now only
The most significant positive command some 30 per cent of the

the circumstances leading up tausterity parties that delivered anovement of right-wing origin result was in austerity-and-vote.

the voting were more than subtlyrejection of the EU agenda in thecalling  for
skewed against the FMLN, theEuropean Parliament elections'sovereignty”
left-wing governing party. The which took place May 22-25.
mass media in El Salvador is
almost completely controlled bytopped 17 per cent, with the
corporate entities notoriouslyCommunist-Green coalition
hostile to the aims and aspiration§CDU) emerging as the third
of the FMLN. Thus, the people political force with 12.7 per cent
receive information or, more of the vote and three seats. Fort
commonly, misinformation from Portuguese Communist Party, th
private radio, television andmost eurosceptic of all the
newspapers which receivecontinent'sradicalleft parties, with
generous corporate funding. Thighe exception of Greece’s KKE,
is particularly true of the threethis is the best result for 25 years
leading national newspapeist PCP general secretary Jeronim
Mundo, El Diario d’HoyandLa de Sousa said the government’
Prensa Graphica The only electoral setback “clearly showsit
objective reporting is found in thewas censured by the Portugues
co-op newspaper, thgiario Co. people.”
Latino. The Left Bloc (Bloco de
The bias inthe mediafacilitatedEsquerda), less Eurosceptic tha
manipulation of the electoral rulesthe communists, saw its share o
by ARENA (the opposition), the vote fall to 4.7 per cent, from ¥
enabling the right wing to present10.7 per cent in the previousgjection banner of the CDU,
its political platform under the European poll. Portugal's Communist-Green
guise of five apparently different  The Socialist Party (PS), whichg|ectoral alliance. The CDU
parties. These morphed intohas upped its anti-austeritymade gains in the Euro
ARENA in the final round of message in recent times despit®arliament voting last month.
voting, allowing them to siphon becoming a co-signatory to the

greater
and

food recession-capital Greece.
which
campaigned for areferendum ontheandidate Alex Tsipras, topped théank bailout, the non-socialist left
In Portugal, the radical left vote EU’s Lisbon Treaty of 2007 that poll. It garnered 26.5 per cent ofvote rose to 18 per cent. The

In Spain, home to six million
Syriza, led by EU presidential unemployed and a 130 billion euro

the vote, against the rulingcommunist backed United Left
conservative New Democracy’s(lzquierda Unida) added 900,000
22.7 per cent and a catastrophic 8otes, bringing its total to 1.5
per cent for its coalition partnermillion, or a 10 per cent share, its
Pasok, once the country’s mairbest result since 1996. And the
social democratic party until it Republican Left of Catalonia is
become enslavedto the hated IMFthe wealthy north-eastern region’s
EU-ECB troika, with its “centre- top vote-getter for the first time
left” alliance Elia. since the 1930s.

Syriza’s advance was But the big surprise was the
foreshadowed in its impressivesuccess of athree-month-old party
local election performance earlierlinked to the country’s
in the month where it won the “indignados” occupy movement,
governorship of Attiki, the Podemos (We Can), which scored
country’s largest region. a remarkable 8 per cent after a

As Panagiotis Lafazanis, alow-budget but high-profile
Syriza MP, told Bloomberg: “It's campaign led by 35-year-old
the first time in Greece’s political political science professorand TV
history that a party of the radicalpresenter Pablo Iglesias.
left wins an election with a real Both United Left and Podemos
margin. The result of the Greekagree on cancelling most of the
election brings hopetothe countrydebt,  halting  evictions,
and is positive for Europe.” nationalising subsidised banks and

Coupled withthe 6 per centscoreending privatisations, so it made
for the communists (KKE) - which, sense that following the election

off votes from some easily guiledhated 2011 troika memorandumnintroduced new curbs on nationahowever, refusestoworkwith Syrizaresults United Left sought an
and unsuspecting center left votershatimposed one of Europe’s mossovereignty, particularly on budget--that's athird of the electorate clearlyalliance with Podemos.

This worked againstthe FMLN brutal “stablisation” programmes setting. On the back of its green andn the “transformational” left. Syriza

However, there may be

which had been ten points higheon Portugal, won the election withEurosceptic-lite politics, it won a immediately called for early resistance to thisamong Podemos

than ARENA in round one. Big 31.5 per cent of the vote.
money, as always, was able to That compares with 27.7 per

surprise 7.1 per cent.

elections - asteprebuffed by Athenssupporters in Spain’s Occupy

For the Socialists, their victory But the ruling coalition may be notmovement who will be suspicious
“persuade” and/or bribe poorcent for the coalition of the right- was too narrow and this hasbe able to resist for long.

of United Left’s co-operation with

people. Various gifts were givenwing Social Democratic Party andtriggered a war of leaders in the Before the austerity crisis, ND

or promised, such as t-shirtsCDS party. The two partiesSocialist Party,

including and Pasok governed Greece
bottles of drinking water with the together recorded their worst-eveheavyweight, Mayor Antonio interchangeably since the return

see Euro vote, page 11




10 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e JUNE 16-30, 2014

Dramatic Contradictions: 2014 Report of the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Indigenous People

lands, it's the Indigenous peopleshuman rights violations that haveaction to end these human righténdigenous women and girls;
who suffer all the negative received “insufficient” attentionby violations against Indigenous- Consent for all laws impacting

By Pamela Palmater, from
indigenousnationhood.blog-

spot.com consequences in health, economgovernments including the well- peoplgs. _ Indigenous peoples;_ o

’ and culture that comes with thebeinggap, housing crisis, murdered A highlight of some of Anaya’s - Address gender discrimination

In May, the United Nations resulting environmental deg-and missing women, over-keyrecommendations: in the Indian Act;

Rapporteur on the rights ofradation. representation in Justice systent, Sufficient funding for education, - Noresource development without
Indigenous Peoples in Canada This situation is not just an gender discrimination in Indian health, and child welfare; free, informed and prior consent
James Anaya released hisinfortunate, but inevitable status, and lack of education to Focus on Indigenous-run socialbof Indigenous peoples; and
advanced, uneditedreporton“Theconsequence  of  westernname a few. and judicial services; - Maximize Indigenous control and
Situation of Indigenous Peoples‘progress”-it'sacalculated policy Anaya concluded that Canada Urgent, increased funding tobenefit from any extractive
in Canada”. The Rapporteur base@hoice toimpoverish First Nationscould address these human rightaddress the housing crisis; operations on Indigenous lands.

his report on research, varioudor the benefit of others. Anayaviolations if it wanted to do so. - Enhance education, funding and “Indigenous peoples concerns
sources, a visit to Canada imotes that Canada’s consistentet's hope Canadian officialstakeconsult on any proposedmerit higher priority at all levels
October 7-15, 2013, meetings withfailure to consult with First a good hard look at Anaya’slegislation; and within all branches of
federal and provincial governmentNations, take unilateral actionsobservations and recom-- Comprehensive, nation-wideGovernments, and across all
officials, and meetings, visits with against their rights and portraymendations and take the necessaigquiry into murdered and missingdepartments.®
and submissions from Indigenoughem in negative light to the public
peoples. is an “affront” to Canada-First
Thereis adisturbing underlyingNation relations. Anaya explainsf
theme in the report - one whichthat the federal public discoursed
speaks of “dramatic contra-on First Nation rights is presented
dictions™ as a burden to tax-payers insteas
(1) The continued “abysmal” of educating Canadians about th
social conditions in First Nations “vast economic benefit” they |
inthe contextofincreasing wealthreceive from First Nations.
and prosperity in Canada; and Harper’'s continued negative
(2) The numerous laws and proteceomments against First Nations
tions for First Nation rights versusrisks “social peace”.
the many human rights violations  First Nations could be |

committed against First Nations. completely self-sufficient ecen : : _ _ .
Anaya noted that while someomically if they controlled only a On June 8, United Nations World Oceans Day, over 2000 people from First Nations and allies

First Nations have risen up againsfraction of theirlands and resourcegoined the Union of BC Indian Chiefs against the Enbridge Northern Gateway proposal to build
these injustices with the Idle NoYet, in pursuitof maximized profit, @ pipeline to transport bitumen from the Alberta tar sands to a tanker port at Kitimat, BC. The
More movement, others areCanadacontinuestoignorethelegdlarticipants marched from Vancouver's Sunset Beach, over the Burrard Street Bridge, to arally
starting to give up attempts torights and interests of First Nationsat Vanier Park. The event sent a message to governments that First Nations will not jeopardize
resolve their claims. Anaya Canada (bothfederal and provinciathildren’s future for corporate profit, and that “the continued infringement of Aboriginal Title,
concluded that the relationshipgovernments) maintain their legalRights and Treaty Rights will not be tolerated.”

between Canada and First Nationand physical blockades against First
has become much worse since theations to prevent them from

last visit to Canada in 2003. Itaccessingand benefitting fromthei f > . . .
doesn’t take a rocket scientist toown lands and resources. Anay. Qiﬁ Capt aln Amerlca flght S at home

figure outthat this is during Primenotes that despite the fact th
Minister Harper’s term. treaties are constitutionally
Anaya’s most serious concerngrotected and allows Canadians e
relate to the “striking” statistics enjoy immense wealth, 30% of
related to the poverty in many FirstJustice Canada litigation is fighting _
Nations. Of the bottom 100 treaties. Canadausesall of it powe}fgﬁeel?e%ubt;a\?lv%ﬁ?mla
communities in Canada - 96 are its laws, policies and programs tol_lppmann easily reach out to dissenters fronof a long term agenda for such a
First Nations. “The most jarring maintain First Nations in poverty, multiple orientations having “New World Order".
manifestation of these humanwhile partnering with private Captain America: Winter common concerns about the The chronicles of Captain
rights problems in the distressinginterests to maximize governmentSoldier, is one of those blockbustedegradation of civil liberties and Americahave beenincorporatedinto
socio-economic conditions of and corporate profits. movies invogue, such as Oblivionabuse of power. Rather thamreal world events and politics since
indigenous peoples in a highly Part of the dramatic contra-Ender’s Game, The Hungerserving as a tool of statethe comic’s creationin 1941; butin
developed country.” diction which is so striking to Games, and Star Trek: Intopropaganda by fighting foes fromthis newfilmthe superhero awakens
He found that there has been noutside observers. As noted byDarkness, which critically the list of Washington’s contrived to a more sophisticated conception
improvement in the gap betweenAnaya: “It is difficult to reconcile denounces the trend thatis leadingnemies in the real world, Captairof patriotism in the face of the
First Nations and Canadians inCanada’s well-developed legalthe country to become arepressivdmericais instead fighting fascismmonumental corruption of power
terms of housing, health careframework and general prosperitypolice state from its proclaimedwhere it poses its greatest threatwhich mirrors modern America.
education, welfare and socialwith the human rights problemswar against terrorism. Only this here at home'.” Naturally, this superhero movie
services. Given the significantfaced by indigenous peoples inone has the peculiarity of focusing Captain America is a fictional - one we could classify as a political
needs of First Nations, Anaya hadCanada that have reached crisithe fight against Fascism as armharacter created in the 1940s bgonspiracy/spy thriller - touches
expected that the cost of sociaproportions in many respects.” internal phenomenon rather tharMarvel Comics forits cartoonsandmany current issues: drone
services would have been higher Canada presents a fadade afnloading it on external enemiescomic strips whichwere distributedwarfare, helicarriers to spy sat-
and was shockedtofind thatitwashuman rights but commits According to political scientist in many countries as propagandallites designed for pre-emptive
lower. He cited Canada’s ownnumerous violations againstLucas Bowser on his websitefor the United States during Worldpunishment of threats, state-secret
Auditor General who pointed out Indigenous peoples - with apparenVictory Post, “It is exciting that a War II. In several Latin American whistleblowers, Obama’s targeted
that the failure to address povertympunity. Although Anaya did not very symbolic and mainstreamcountries, children of my generationassassination list, mind controlled
on reserve is due to the lack otlo acomplete accounting of whichfranchise is carrying such a heavknew him as “Capitan Maravilla” government assassins, NSA-style
appropriate funding from the lawsand violations, he noted severgbolitical load, as it juxtaposes theor “Captain Marvel”; perhaps to surveillance, the U.S. govern-

modern U.S. national security statedentified as the “New World
with Nazi Germany. The message®©rder.” Thus, the plot centers
ofthe film point neithertowardthe around the rogue network
political left or right, and instead orchestrating the implementation

aptain America: Winter
Soldier,review byManuel E.

federal government. conceal the obvious propagandanent’s operation for recruiting
This led Anaya to conclude: purpose in favour of one of theformer Nazi scientists, and the
“One of the most dramatic contenders in the war. ever-present proposition of

The protagonistis Steve Rogerssacrificing liberty for the promise
a fragile young man changed toof security.
human perfection by an The film talks about Project
experimental serum thatturns himnsight, essentially a system of
into Captain America, a supermarinterlinked mega-drones which
who helps the United States in theollectand analyze the population’s

It's not like there isn’t enough war. Captain Americawas the mosprivate information in order to
money to go around. Canada i$ famous comic strip characterdesignate people as future threats
one of the wealthiest countries in . . during the war, but when it endedand to preventively killthem. Steve
the world because of the lands angl The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five the popularity of the characterRogers becomes a fugitive, forced
resources which belong to| j5inin the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Writdaded and it was discontinued into fight the very system he worked
Indigenous peoples. The mining 4 president Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Five-1950. This film is a sequel toforin previous films and comics.

t;’A

o
B

l'.

of valuable and plentiful natural
resources.”

contradictions indigenous peoples
in Canada face is that so many live
in abysmal conditions on
traditional territories that are full
\..,4""
(]

industry alone brought in $44 Captain America: The First I mustwarnyou thatthis 2 hour
billion in 2013. E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov Avenger (2011). and 16 minute movie has many of
That figure doesn't include the| On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact The main story in Winter Soldier the characteristic sins of Holly-
hundreds of billionsin othernaturall Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461 is that the dominant intelligencewood entertainment: especially the
resources that come straight fromp Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House, structure has fallen into the handbelief that problems and crises are
Indigenous lands. Anaya noted th 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|  offascistforces thatactas a networkaused by individuals and not by
while governments and private For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or within the government trying to the system; or that the solutions

interests are the ones that profi www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca esta_blish an _authoritariqn. andwill come from the heroes and not
from resources on Indigenou totalitarian empire, euphemisticallythe masse®.
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Harper should apologize....

Harper to accuse theresult of job “accidents” and
Communists of being diseases related to the wor
“undemocratic” is the height of environment. Most recently,
Tory corporate agenda. hypocrisy, since he and hishundreds of coal minersin Turkey

Itis no accident that the Primegovernment are the real threatvere killed in a massive explosion

continued from page 6 Nanaimo, BC

Moncada Day Celebration,
Sat., July 26, 4-7 pm, Salmon
BBQ $10 per plate, live music,

Minister vented his rage againsto democracy, humanrights anccaused by the profiteering of

communists - those who led manythe living standards of working capitalist owners. In Canada, th

historic struggles to build the tradepeople in Canada. It was Mr.annual death toll of workplace

union movement in Canada, andHarper, not the Communistaccidents is nearly one thousand

who played key roles in the fightsParty, who attempted to removeRelentless capitalist expansioni

raffle draw. 530 Wakesiah

e

Avenue. For info, Gilberto 250-
754-4277 or Alan 250-760-
0252. Proceeds to People’s
oice.

to win unemployment insurance,voting rights for hundreds of pursuitof higher corporate profits
universal public medicare, old agethousands of Canadians, in d@hreatens the entire gIobaI
pensions, pay equity, and othebrazen attempt to steal the nexenvironment, endangering . -

key elements of the social safetfederal election before thebillions of human beings. Memorial for Elspeth
net. Several times in Canadiarcampaign even begins. The Tory Why is there no talk by Mr. Gardner, 2 pm, Sunday, June
history, the ruling class bannedparty, not the Communists, areHarper's government about a22, Ukrainian Hall, 803 E.
the Communist Party, jailed itsconducting massive surveillancemonument to these victims of anPender St. (see obituary below).
leaders and seized its assets, tryingperations against those whaeconomic, social and political Memorial for John and Irene
repeatedly to crush a party whichdissent against their agenda. system based on exploitation forNiechoda, 2 pm, Sunday, June

spoke out fearlessly for Much more needs to be saidthe sake of private profits? 22, RussianHall, 600 Campbell.
democratic rights and civil about the Prime Minister's Toaskthe questionistoknow| 5 Trova Nuestra evening of

liberties under the most difficult cowardly, bullying speech at thethe answer. Mr. Harper is the
circumstances. Mr. Harper’sMay 30dinner. Wejoin with many representative of big capital, of

speech was a transparent attemptthers in pointing out, for the big banks and resourc
to divide and weaken theexample,thatCanadadoesneederporations which rake in

opposition against his reactionarynonument - to the victims of enormous profits at the expens

agenda, just as Cold War redcapitalism. The history of of the working class of Canada

baiting and blacklisting was a keycapitalism in Canada and theand other countries. His anti-
tactic in the ruling class drive towestern hemisphere is a story ofommunism is nothing but a
smash the most militant trademass murder by the colonialtactic to confuse the public and

Latin American music and
socialising, admission $10, 8

€m, Friday, June 27, Centre for

Socialist Education, 706 Clark.

eft Film Night, Sunday, June
29, 7 pm, at the Centre for
Socialist Education, 706 Clark
Drive, 604-255-2041 for info.

unions and to weaken publicpowers, a genocide which costo smash popular resistanc
resistance to the imperialistsome 90 million lives of against the neoliberal corporate '
assault of the post-WWII years. indigenous peoples. The slaveassault. Our answer will be toFair Wages Now!, rally at the
In today’s conditions, Mr. trade and the imperialistexpose Harper's lies, and toMinistry of Labourtodemanda
Harper's Conservatives at bothoccupation of colonies in Africa redouble our efforts to help build $14 minimum wage, Wed.,
the federal and provincial levelsand Asia resulted in similara powerful People’s Coalition June 18, 12 noon, 400 Univ-
are moving to smash the tradeslaughters. During the 20thagainst the right-wing agenda.ersity Ave., for details see
union movement, impose “right century, tens of millions of peopleOur goal remains a socialistwww.raisetheminimumwage.ca

to work for less” laws, destroy diedinwarslaunched by capitalistCanada, based on the collective GBTI Equality: progress
the remaining elements of thepowers in their relentlessinterests of working people andand challengesinachanging
social safety net, and to privatizeémperialist re-division of the the environment, rather than the

all public assets such as the Pogtlanet. Every year, some twomurderous pursuit of private
Office and the CBC. For Stephemmillion workers die as a direct profit. ®

Euro elections analysis...

continued from page 9

Togliatti and Berlinguer - this

movement - the communists ofin Greece and Spain.

And asin 17 other states, wage

the discredited Socialists in theperhaps shouldn't surprise us ahave been slashed, wealth

Andalucia region. all.

inequality continues to widen,

In Europe, Podemos and its Observerssay Democratvotersessential public services cut to

ponytailed leader say they want tswayed by the fresh face at the topshreds or otherwise sold off alon

Cuba, with Mariela Castro
Espin, director of Cuban
National Centre for Sexual
Education (CENESEX),
Sunday, June 22, 2 pm,
Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecil St.,
admission $10 (advance tickets
from 416-469-2481), Spon-
sored by People’s Voice,
Rainbow-Seaof Red Collective,
and Queer Commission of
Communist Party (Ontario).

Annual People’s Voice BBQ,

2-5 pm, Sat., July 5 (rain or
shine), 58 Albany Ave. (one
street east of Bathurst, north of
Bloor). Meat and vegetarian
dishes, $20/person ($10 for
students, low- and unwaged),
children under 12 free.
Sponsored by Davenport Club
CPC, RSVP to 416-536-6771
or omayasim@sympatico.ca.

Salsa on the City Square!,
19th Annual Toronto-Cuba
Friendship Day, Nathan Phillips
Square, 2-8 pm, Sat., Aug. 23,
free admission. Direct from
Cuba: 8 piece band Grupo
Moncada, and Toronto’s Pablo
Terry and Sol de Cuba. Official
Cubanflagraising 3pm. Cuban
food, sugar cane juice, beer
garden, 2015 Pan American
Games display, display tables,
photo exhibition. Sponsored by
Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto,
www.ccfatoronto.ca.

July 1-31 issue: T
August 1-31 issue:

706 Clark Drive, Van
<pvoice@te

People'sVoice deadline$

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,

hursday, June 19
Thursday, July 17

couver, V5L 3J1
lus.net>

work with Greece’s victor, Syriza.have returned to the fold afterwith other public assets to
Some believe it will focus more orflirting with Beppe Grillo’s Five privateers. And still the public debt
an apolitical anti-establishmentStar Movement, which failed to is as big or bigger than ever.

approach, typified by Italy’s Five maintain its top spot.
Star Movement.

The question is how long will it

Although the bearded loudtake before Italians realise that,

The elections were a massivenouth, as he’s now oft-describedjust like their fellow Europeans,
blow to Spain’s Socialist Party,Grillo shouldn’t be written off as they won't get the change they
whose support dropped to just 28e still commands a fifth of thewant - and that they are being
per cent down from 39 per cenvote and holds second place on thiaken for a ride.

five years ago. Party chief Alfredoback of an anti-corruption, anti-

Tom Gill blogs at revolting-

Perez Rubalcaba has resigned aftestablishment and Euroscepticurope.come

admitting he’d failed to provideplatform (he’s called for a

an adequate response to theferendumonltaly’s membershi
onslaught from the ruling Populaiof the euro).
Party of Mariano Rajoy. No doubt Matteo Renzi’'s
Rubalcaba’s resignation has ledewcomer status, his positioning
to much internal factional turmoilas an party outsider and his ta
within the party, underlining thecuts for those on lower incomes
sense that Spanish sociglstahead ofthe polls have helpe
democracy - which kicked off thehis fortunes. But becoming theI
austerity fest that was subsequentlargest delegation in the Europea
sharply accelerated by Rajoy’sarliament is no substitute for
Popular Party - is now fighting forpower in Rome.
its survival. And in the Italian capital, co-

News for
people, not
for profits!

Harjit Daudharia receives
literary award

Harjit Daudharia, a prominent
writer based in Surrey, BC, wag
awarded with the prestigious Igbal
Arpan Memorial Award on June
14, by the Arpan Writers
Association of Calgary, Alberta.

This occasion was held “to
honour Harjit Daudharia’s
contributions to Punjabi Literature
and to the advancement o
Canadian Society.”

His contributions include
“Comrade Darshan Canadian” (in

-

ooy % 3
=

Punjabi & English), three books|

on Punjabipoetry, abook of essa
in Punjabi, “Hold The Sky “(a
book of poetry in English), and

“Dr. D.S. Kutnis and Norman Bethune” (in English). Scholars Dr.

Sukhdev Singh from Punjab University Chandigarh and Dr. Surjit
Singh Brar from Moga, Punjab, India, were present with Harjit Daudharia
to celebrate this great achievement, along with other literary scholars

Italians broke with the southerroperation is needed from the evef
European trend by voting for aunreliable Silvio Berlusconi, who

mainstream party. The Democratss undeterred by community
- described as “centre-left” butservice for a tax fraud conviction
pursuing neoliberal reforms withand, although now trailing third, is
more enthusiasm than any of thestill enjoying 17 per cent backing,
sister parties - took a historic 4@hanks in part to a media
per cent of the vote, a success netranglehold Renzi won'’t touch,
achieved by any party since thas well as continued attacks or
early days of the ChristianGermany and Chancellor Angela
Democrats in the 1950s. Merkel for lording it over Italy.
Indeed as the party is the result What's for sure, the vote for
of a “historic compromise” Renzi isn't a vote for neoliberal
between the heirs of the right-wingreforms”, butis a vote for change.
party of the late ChristianUnemployment in ltaly is at a
Democrat leader Giulio Andreottirecord 13 per cent and youth
and those of ltaly’s other greajoblessnessis an epidemic, asiiti

V)

Have you sent
a donation for
our 2014 PV
Fund Drive?

from across Canade.

Political storm at VSB...

Vision sentiment around civic

development issues to help the
NPA take over the VSB. Such an
2011 election to launch a stealttoutcome could threaten the
campaign to mobilize voters fromBoard’s commitment to safer

various fundamentalist churchesschools for LGBTQ+ students. It

The current controversy seemsvould also remove the most
tailor-made for a similar tactic, powerful voice against Liberal

with the strategic goal of taking education policies among B.C.’s
advantage of a growth in anti-sixty school board=

continued from page 3
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“There W |

Il Be No W orld Cup”: Brazil on the Brink

By Dave Zirin,
www.edgeofsports.com

the Olympics
and the Fight
for Democracy.

For people
just tuning in,
the idea that
peoplein Brazil
would be
protesting the 2014 World Cup

and pain will be shouldered bypercent more than South Africa
Brazil's masses, is widespreadsaw in 2010. This brand of
Every protest, every rally, every“defense” will drive up the

The FIFA World Cup kicks off cry of despair is connected to thedisplacement and debt on thg
onJune 12, shortly after this issue‘the three D's™: displacement, debtground in Brazil, as “safety”
of PV goes to the printer. Many ofand defense. The stats orbecomes the catch-all justificationy
our readers are passionate soccetisplacement, debtand defense cefor President Dilma Rousseff and =
fans, who also care deeply aboube numbing or easy to disregard fothe ruling Workers Party’s every
the extent of poverty in Brazil, theoutsiders. The numbers on peoplstep. It is also “defense” that i
host country. This commentary isexpelled from their homes varydriving people and organizations
by progressive U.S. sports writerwildly, but without question, into the streets to say Nao Vai Te
Dave Zirin, who has just publishedhundreds of thousands of the mosEopa. The “defense” operation ha
anew book, called Brazil's Dancevulnerable residents in the countryput the near-entirety of its focus o
with the Devil: The World Cup, have been or will be relocated byinternal targets, which creates the

Other

voices...

i
§
’
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either carrot or
stick, whether
through
financial
reimbursement
or through the

appearance that all of this money i
being spent to protect wealth
soccer tourists from the people o
Brazil themselves. (Yeteven some

of the internal security measureswith celebrating rather thantheworldwhoisbehindthe curtain,
are notimmune fromthe discontentprotesting.” FIFA General pullingthe strings. Thereis a highly
barrel of the as stadium security officers wentSecretary Jerome Valcke seemegophisticated awareness that just
gun. on strike recently saying that theyto pine for the dictatorial Brazil of as the government's World Cup
As far as debt goes, this will bewanted “FIFA quality wages.”)  yesteryear when he said thaplans for Brazil are designed for

makes about as much sense dhe most expensive World Cup in  As Brazilians suffer these “working with democratically international consumption, there

New Yorkers’ rebelling against

history, with a low-estimate price unprecedented disruptionsintotheielected governments canis also an unprecedented global

pizza. And yet here we are, lessag of $15 billion. And then there islives, the words of those in chargecomplicate organizing tourna spotlight. The great journalist
than one month before the start ofdefense.” In additionto harshnewcould not be more tone deafments.” The foot-in-mouth Valcke Eduardo Galeano once wrote,
the Cup, and demonstrations bedfanti-terror” legislation, Brazil's Brazil's Sports Minister Aldo alsocommentedrecentlythatFIFAThere are visible and invisible
the slogan #NaoVaiTerCopa, orgovernment will have more bootsRebelo huffed in March that anyhas been “through hell” trying to dictators. The power structure of

“There will be no Cup.”

on the ground than any World Cupanger would dissipate by the timekeep the World Cup on schedule. lworld footballis monarchical. It's

Protests, strikes and directhas ever witnessed: more tharthe Cup was underway, sayingjs safe to guess that the “hell” ofthe most secret kingdom in the
actions have been flaring up acros$70,000 security personnel, 22‘People will be more concernedhaving your home bulldozed orworld.” Protesters aim for nothing

the country as the 2014 FIFA World
Cup approaches. Most notably, a|

being beaten and gassed by policess than to drag FIFA from the

many as 10,000 people in Sao Pao
under the banner of Brazil's
Landless Workers Movement, of
MTST, has occupied a major lot
next to Arena Corinthians, site of]
the World Cup’s opening match.
They call their occupation “The
People’s Cup” and point out that
the nearly half a billion dollars that
wentinto building the “FIFA quality

stadium” nextdoor could have been

used to combat poverty orimprove
healthcare. The slogan “we wan
FIFA quality hospitals and schools”
still rings out as it did a year ago
when during the Confederation’s|
Cup, Brazil saw its largest protests
in a generation. Now there is ar

approaches. Maria das Dore
Cirqueira, 44, a coordinator for the
MTST, toldthe Los Angeles Times,
“When the government told us we
would host the World Cup, we
hoped there would be
improvements for us. But they
aren’t putting on a Cup for the
people, they're putting on a Cup fof
the gringos.”

This belief that the lion’s share
of Cup expenditures are for foreign
consumption, while the disruption

is slightly worse than anything shadows and into the light. If they
Valcke has had to endure. are successful, itwill leave alegacy
The calls for protest aim tothat will last longer than the

=]

[=]

Report from the protests in Brazil

- . o . highlight the pain as well as showspectacle itsel®
(After Zirin published this article, he received the below message

from his friend Dylan Stillwood who is living in Brazil. Stillwogd

wrote, “It's almost impossible to keep track of the wave of str|kes

and demonstrations taking place across Brazil, and it will only fpeat

Austerity hurts the
up more as the World Cup approaches. There were scenes ofchaos -
across Brazil yesterday as the "There Will Be No Cup’ movefnent need'eSt, Warns ILO

was repressed with tear gas and rubber bullets in major World [Cup

cities. In Sdo Paulo, ten thousand public schoolteachers, whofhave ) o . . .

been on strike for three weeks, marched to City Hall. Meanwhile, '€ United Nations’ Inter- the cost “at a time when jobs are
the Homeless Workers Movement (MTST) joined forces wit tional Labour Organisation scarce and supportmore necessary
Landless Workers Movement (MST) and blocked highways nepr tH©O) has denounced “premature’than ever.

ltaquerao stadium, where the opening game will be held, as well £&&/Sterity measures brought in by - Between 2008 and 2009, 48
in the west and south zones of the city. In Recife, which will hodt fi#@vernments around the world. lideveloped countries implemented
games, the military occupied the streets with tanks as a strike pft gid that policies introduced duringstimulus packages worth $2 billon,

police and firefighters entered its second day. Teachers are alfo 8¢ financial crisis had hurt theof which about a quarter was on
world’s most vulnerable people. social protection. But, from 2010,

ILO director of social welfare many governments changed tack
abel Ortiz said on June 3 thatirand took “premature fiscal
ig014 alone at least 122 governeonsolidation measures” despite

ents had cut public spendingthe need to support the poor.

Horizonte, airport workers in Guarulhos, just to name a few. Theréncluding in 82 developing  “Most people do not now have

have even been protests at Brazilian embassies abroad. Mafguntries. . adequate social protection whenit
Brazilians have fallen out of love with the World Cup after seging " the European Union, whereis most needed,” said ILO deputy

the destruction it's caused. The word “FIFA” is about as popyjlar any states.brought in big budgetlirector-general Sandra Polaski.
as “FEMA” in New Orleans after Katrina. A web poll at Veja cuts, s_hg estimated thatas many as Almost four out of 10 people
magazine showed that only 22% of readers would root for Brpzif23 Million people —a quarter ofworldwide do not have access to
while 34% planned to root against. Everyone has commented th{}® bloc’s population —were nowa healthcare system, while in poor

the traditional pre-Cup festivities - painting the streets, hanging uy'2SSified as poor because of cutsountries that rises to nine out of
green and yellow bunting - is hard to find this yeas...) in social protection. Now, Ortiz 10. Globally, only 12 per cent of

L officially joined the anti-Cup protests. Rio was paralyzed
wildcat bus strike for two days, while subway workers in Sao Ppu
are threatening to do the same. The list goes on: oil workefs
Cubatao, armored car drivers in S6o Paulo, civil servants in

world’s  population  was ranging from almost two-thirds

NEWS

gives you the latest on the

world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

socialist Canada. Read the p

every p age—in every issue!

Every issue of PeorLE’s Voice

fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a

that fight s for working people— on

inadequately covered. in Western Europe to less than 3
Cuts to “pensions, healthper cent in the Middle East and
systems and social security... theAfrica.
removal of subsidies, downsizing Meanwhile, the ageing
among social workers and healtlpopulation in developed countries
personnel” had hit poor people ameans many pensioners live below
a time when they were most inthe poverty line. In at least 14
need of support, said Ortiz. European countries, pensions are

said, more than 70 per cent of thehe unemployed receive benefits,
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