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Is Planet Earth at
the "tipping point"?
- Editorial on page 4 -

An important biological species — humankind — is at risk

disappearing due to the rapid and progressive elimination o

natural habitat. We are becoming aware of this problem when
almost too late to preventit. It must be said that consumer soci
are chiefly responsible for this appalling environmental destruct

With only 20 percent of the world’s population, they consume t
thirds of all metals and three fourths of the energy produ
worldwide. They have poisoned the seas and therivers. They

polluted the air. They have weakened and perforated the o3

layer. They have saturated the atmosphere with gases, alt

climatic conditions with the catastrophic effects we are alreadyx

beginning to suffer.

The forests are disappearing. The deserts are expanding. Bil
oftons of fertile soil are washed every year into the sea. Nume
species are becoming extinct. Population pressures and po

lead to desperate efforts to survive, even at the expense of ng

Unequal trade, protectionism and the foreign debt assault

ecological balance and promote the destruction of the environn;
If we want to save humanity from this self-destruction, wealth g
available technologies must be distributed better throughout
planet. Less luxury and less waste in a few countries would ]

less poverty and hunger in much of the world.

(From Fidel Castro's historic speech at the 1992 Rio Eart

Summit. The UN conference marking the 20th anniversary d

the Rio Summit takes place June 20-22.)

Quebec students
"trying to change

the world" - pa
uYRN TR THE { g | e

INCANENTENC £
W WE TRANG 19

CHRNGE = WaRLY

.
i

' s

hoGreedy vs. needy - by the numbers

N

Ny

f
L
of
 itd
itis

ptie

on.

T

Laverichest 1 per cent of Canadians increased their share of total income from 8.1% in 1980 to 13.3% in 2007
o * Richest 0.1 per cent doubled their share from 2% to 5.3%

; "CThe 100 best-paid CEOs make an average of $6.6 million, 155 times the average wage of $42,988
PG ax rate for richest dropped from 43 per cent in 1981 to 29 per cent in 2010

Cost of corporate tax cuts: more than $10 billion yearly

* Average tuition in Quebec: $2,500; average in rest of Canada: $5,000; average in Ontario: $6,307
jorfsTuition as a percentage of total university and college revenue has doubled, from 10% to 21%
ou§Quebec’s tuition hike: $325/year for next five years (amended to seven years), totalling a $1,625 increase

ert‘yAverage student debt in Quebec: $13,000; average student debt in the rest of Canada: $26,000
tUrepercentage of Canadian youth in post-secondary education: 74

* Percentage of Quebec youth in post-secondary education: 83
the cost of free education in Quebec: less than 1 per cent of the government’s budget

ent. For every $1,000 fee hike: proportion of poor students drops by 19 per cent
ind

tha Total student debt in Canada, including private loans: $20 billion

ean Youth unemployment: 14 to 20 per cent

* Percentage of students defaulting on government loans: 14

* Percentage of Canadians 20 to 24 living with parents: 73

N * Cost of F-35 fighter jets over 20 years: $25 billion

f * Cost of wiping out Canada’s student debt: $20 billion
source:

rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
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Housing cuts

By 2016, thecumulative total in
lostfederal housindunding could
fully finance more than 22,000
affordable homes annually across
CanadaThat leaves homeless
people still out in the cold.

INSIDE

The Harper government's omnibus
budget Bill C-38 includes numerous
provisions which threaten the future

11
Rule Britannia?

In the "over the top" categqrgn
NDP Member of Parliament pa
tribute to the Queen of Englanc
as "a symbol of wondrous
achievement ... a beacon of ligit
for all people..." etc. etc. etc.

6
Water fight

of Canada's water system.
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Defend democracy:

By Darrell Rankin,
Manitoba leader of the
Communist Party of Canada

As the Liberal Charest
government goosesteps ove
Quebec, itis essential to continué
building solidarity to help students|i#
to win their entirely reasonable
campaign to block an expensivg:

deeat

Charest's Bill 78

Progress Books, 1948, p. 125) laid downtheir livesinthe Spanish
The Communist Party’s view Civil War, in defiance of Canadian
today is informed by decades ofaw and the Mackenzie King
fighting fascism. We have nevergovernment’s policy of appeasing
been soft on fascism, unlike thefascism.
Conservatives. We are speaking Intoday’s situation, the struggle
as a party that was outlawed irto defeat Bill 78 is a critical piece
1931, two years before Hitlerof the movement to defend
outlawed the German CP. We arelemocracy and civil rights across
speaking as a party whose membeiGanada.e

tuition hike. Thisis notatimeto befj
neutral, as we hear from the NDP[&

The massive, illegal protest off
up to 250,000 people in Montreal
on May 20 gives an idea of thg
importance of this issue. It isk
Charest who must back down, o
Aboriginal and working class

youth right across Canada will HU
continue to suffer from high tuition.

New statements and actionstagesisnotinapositionto preventriumphant. It requires little
should condemn the reactionarythe victory of fascism but, on theconsideration to show that the
Bill 78, the emergency anti-protestcontrary, facilitates that victory.” were not limited to the pre-warf
law. Spread the word and join local(Georgi Dimitrov, 7th world years. They are conditions create
actions thatare springing up acrossongress of the Communistoy monopoly capitalism and the ||
the whole country in solidarity with International, 1935) determination of the monopolists tq
the Quebec students! “The facts show conclusively maintain the hegemony of finance

The true picture of the dramaticthat the conditions of which capital in opposition to rising
struggle in Quebec is beingfascism was a product were notlemocratic pressure for progressiv
covered up and distorted by thdimited to the countries where thesocial change(Tim Buck, Canada:
compliant corporate media. Everfascists were
before the draconian anti-protest
law, students faced truncheons,
tear gas, pepper spray, plasti N
QEpeEeE =t PEOPLE'S VOICE FUND DRIVE: Two-thirds towards our goal!
mainly for the “crime” of
protesting. Police have inflicted
serious injury; courtshaveimposed Summertime will officially they want to talk about corporateyears thata majority Harper regimeAnother $450 has come from other
heavy fines and criminal recordsarrive as this PV gets to ourprofits and global poverty!” would ignore the traditional rules supporters.

The Communist Party and YCL subscribers, although readers near Those are exactly the topics weof bourgeois democracy, but the The recent 20th Annual PV
say that the emergency law smellsur editorial office in Vancouver love to report in People’s Voice. reality is more painful than mostVictory Banquet, held June 2 at the
offascism. Is this reasonable? Herenight not believe it. Butimportant The “printemps erable” (Maple of us feared. Russian Hall in Vancouver, was a
are some important historicalnews and events will keepspring) launched by Quebec From the streets of Athens toresounding success. Thanks to the
realities: happening while we wrap up ourstudents comes as a refreshingowntown Montreal, workers, volunteers organized by Sam

“Before the establishment of a2012 Fund Drive. challenge to the big businessstudents, environmentalists,Hammond, to Hugo Rojas, and
fascist dictatorship, bourgeois In this issue, look for more domination of the public discourse,indigenous peoples, women, pooespecially to Joey Hartman,
governments usually pass througltoverage of the historic Quebeespecially the mantra of more taxpeople - those who dare to resisPresident of the Vancouver &
a number of preliminary stagesstudentstrike, which keeps pushinguts for the rich. the neoliberal assault face tear gaBistrict Labour Council, who gave
and institute a number ofthe envelope in terms of This issue of PV also looks atand police clubs. This is the starkafascinating slide showonthe labour
reactionary measures whichfundamental change. As alwayghe anti-democratic Harper Toryface of corporate rule. BBeople’s  movement in British Columbia.
directly facilitate the accession tohappens when students or workerdrive against the environment andvoice will never submit to this ~ Our next big fundraiser is the
power of fascism. Whoever doeghink “outside the box” imposed working people, in the form of the bleak future, and with the supportannual PV BBQ sponsored by the
not fight the reactionary measuresy the rigid ideology of the ruling “ominous” budget Bill C-38. This of our loyal readers, we will Davenport Club CPC on Saturday,
of the bourgeoisie and the growthclass, mainstream media punditss a great example of the “told yacontinue to fight for a truly June 23, rain or shine! See the ad
of fascism at these preparatoryare shrieking in horror: “OMG, so” phenomenon - we warned fordemocratic people’s alternative,on page 3 for details, and call 416-
for a world of peace, equality,536-6771 to let them know you'll
sustainability and socialism. be there.

By early June, our Fund Drive  On July 7, the Montivero Club
is at the two-thirds mark. QuebedCPC is holding a Latin American
isover the top, with $885 raised orDinner for the Fund Drive, at the
their $500 target. Alberta is in Centre for Socialist Education, 706
second place, with $3080 (91%)Clark Drive, Vancouver. Tickets are
towards a goal of $3400. Since oujust $15 for a great meal and
previousissue, Ontario has movedvonderful performers, and doors
up to $16,357 raised, or 76% ofopen at 7 pm. PV Editor Kimball
their goal of $21,600. Cariou and business manager Sam
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temporarily The Communist Viewpoint, photos from Toronto "casserole” demos, by Ed Bil

Marking 90th anniversary of the working class press

"CIVIi SERVANTS ORDERED TO SPY OR LOSE JOES

RCMP recruits youth as labor spies
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$10,526, or 52% of the $20,000date and other details of the annual
target. The Maritime provinces arePeople’s Voice Walk-A-Thon,
at 33% ($400 out of a $1200 goal)which will take place on a beautiful
followed by Manitoba (32%, with Sunday in Augustat Surrey’s Bear
$775 out of $2400 raised so far)Creek Park. ®

| Here's my contribution |

TRADE UNIONISTS CALL | <o 7 Fund vl

I Enclosed please find my donation of $

GRCCRVET, British _|_-. |.rnb|r.| Apdl ¥, 1950 Price Five l'enu
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‘ ’ :to the 2012 People\ice Press Fund DrlveI
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This example of historic front pages from the working class press is dated April 7,1950. As the Cold | |
War got even hotter, the Tribune reported on efforts by the RCMP to sign up young people as spies I Prov Postal Code 1
operating inside trade unions and progressive ethnic movements. Other articles in this issue o .
included a report on attempts to build labour unity by reaching anti-raiding agreements, and I Se“dVOl{'r contributionto: ) I
features on struggles by dockworkers in France and lumberworkers in the Pacific Northwest. “Ban | People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1 |
The Bomb” canvassers were out on street corners, gathering names on the Stockholm Appeal. |l mm mm = - —— — —— - - - -l
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Federal cut s cost 22,000 affordable homes every year

number of households assistedevenues from commercialhouseholds (about one-quarter oddministration of housing programs
under federal housing programsactivities such as premiums fromthe Canadian total) pay 30% ortoprovincialjurisdiction,andin 1998,
will be cut by almost 100,000, the sale of mortgage insurance. more of their income on housing.Ontario announced a further
dropping from 623,700in 2008to  Many of the federal housing The healthimpactofprecariousdownload of housing to
525,000 in 2016. That cut of 16%dollars leverage a dollar or morehousingis called “Canada’s hiddermunicipalities. By the mid-1990s,
Canada’s housing crisis isinfederally-subsidized householdfrom provincial and municipal emergency” by the Centre forCanada’s national housing program
getting worse, thanks largely to acomes at a time when the aftergovernments, and a dollar or moréResearch in Inner City Health atlaunched in 1973 - which generated
steep decline in federal funding. shocks from the 2008 recessiorfrom affordable housing providers-Toronto’s St. Michael’s Hospital, morethan half ofthe affordable homes
A recent report from Canadacontinue to cause deep housingvhich adds up to an annual loss ofvhich sets out the data and analysiacross the country - had been
Mortgage and Housing and homelessness distress. $5.6 billion in affordable housing from Vancouver, Ottawa andcompletely dismantled.
Corporation (CMHC), based on For instance, the affordableinvestments in 2016 and everyToronto. In 2009, the United Nations
actual results from 2008-2010, anchousing wait list for the City of subsequent year. That cumulative The Wellesley Institute charts Special Rapporteur on the Right to
estimates for 2011 to 2016,Toronto hit an all-time record of total in lost funding could fully the erosion of federal housingAdequate Housing delivered a
confirms that the two-decade83,681 households in March offinance morethan 22,000 affordablénvestments since the late 1980sscathing final report on his fact-
erosion of federal affordable2012. Toronto’s wait list has set ahomes annually across Canada. including a few upward blips in finding mission to Canada. The
housing investments is continuingnew record every month since the This trend began in the late2001, 2006 and 2009. Each ofSpecial Rapporteur concluded that

PV Vancouver Bureau, with
files from an article by
Michael Shapcott at
www.wellesleyinstitute.com

Spending on these investmentsfall of 2008. 1980s, a factor in the steep rise inhese temporary infusions ofwhile Canada has a long history of
including the affordable housing By 2016, the federal affordablehomelessness and “precariouslyfunding ended, returning to thehousing successes, the cuts starting
initiative, reached $3.6 billion in housing initiative will end, and housed” Canadian families. Thedownward trend. in the late 1980s have effectively

2010, part of the 2009 stimuluscombined federal housingWellesley Institute’s Precarious In 1993, the federal governmentprevented Canada from meeting its
budget. However, funding was cutinvestments will have been cut toHousing in Canada flipsheet findsstopped permanent funding for newinternational housing obligations.
by more than one-third in 2011,$1.8hillion-acutof52%insixyears.that 1.5 million households are inaffordable housing. Threeyearslater, Bill C-400, a private member’s
and those cuts will continue Atthe same time, the CMHC's core housing need, and 3.1 milliorplans were announced to transfer thiill to create a plan to meet
through 2016. netincome will rise to $1.6 billion Canada’s housing obligations, was

The CMHC confirms that the annually by 2016, thanks to IF WE CUT \WAGES ANYMORE, introduced in the Commons in

SQME OF OUR BVPLYEES.. February 2012. A similar bill in
the last Parliament drew the
support of the majority of MPs,
including members of the NDP,
Liberals and Bloc Quebecois. The
Conservatives opposed the bill;
although it passed second reading
and amendment at committee, it
died on the order paper when
Parliament was dissolved for the
May 2011 federal election.

More housing news, research
and analysis is available at the
Wellesley Institute website,
www.wellesleyinstitute.cone.

WON'T BE ABLE TO AFFORD
R MOETGAGE

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* 80 people marched withots and pansat one days notice in .
downtown St. Catharines to show solidarity with the Quepec
student strike. Beamsville and St. Catharines had demonstrations
front of MP offices as part of cross-Canada anti-austerity actipns
* The provincially-appointed Niagara Health System supervisar is
going ahead with thglan to close four south Niagara hospitals
He will replace them with one hospital for the southern peningula
which won't replace the service cuts but has divided once unite
municipalities. Instead of jointly fighting the cuts, they are npw 3 _
maneuvering to getthe new hospital. “They’re using a hospital to pi.
one municipality against another” is how one city councillor puf it.
* New statistics show Niaganaelfare cases are up 47%even . .
higher than Ontario’s 33% increase. This means the average ¢ ociS I t h ht I
Wgrker’s caseload is 162, whereas the recommendation is 120. eCU arl S u m a.n rl g S awye r
* A Facebook-based group calle@ople United Against Police . .
Brutality organized ademonstration in front of the Niagara Regignal f I d k C d
Police to protestinjuries suffered by arecent arrestee, and got $,500 ro m n I a S p e a S I n an a- a
online members in two weeks.
* The campaign to force the Ontario government to buildket father Shanti Bhushan, anothecarrying out such attacks.” He
Lincoln Memorial Hospital as they originally promised, beforg veteran lawyer, tried to save asulled no puncheswhile criticising
announcing austerity, presented a petition with 12,170 names which A prominent secularist humanmany Sikhs they could, “but thethe government for continued
took two people to even carry it in. rights lawyer from India recently government machinery was clearlyoppression of Dalits, the so-called
visited Canada on the invitation ofinstructed to look the other wayuntouchables and tribal population
the World Sikh Organization when the people were beingof India. “This is a root cause of
(WSO). Prashant Bhushan igtargeted by the mobs.” the ultra-leftist Maoist armed
currentlyengagedinan India-wide Prashant Bhushan had jusstruggle in the country.”
campaign against corruption. Asstarted his career as alawyerwhen Interestingly, he remained silent
part of “Team Anna” led by theviolence broke out. He thinks aabout terrorism and human rights
eminent social activist Annalarger conspiracy was at work asabuses in the name of separatist
Hazare, he speaks againsthe Congresstriedtotake politicalmovements in India. Asked to
corruption and exploitation of the mileage by whipping up anti-Sikh explain his position on the killing of
poor in India. sentiments. Following the pogrom,innocents by Sikh militants, Bhushan
Bhushan had tried to protectthe Congresswon with athumpingolamed the Indian government for
Sikhs during the anti-Sikh pogrommaijority in the election that year.the crisis in Punjab and elsewhere.
of 1984 following the assassination Bhushan also helped inHe listed instances of police high-
of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi by documenting the testimonies ofhandedness in Punjab which
her Sikh bodyguards in New Delhi.the victims. For him, the Congressaccording to him fuel terrorist
2'5 pm, Satu I‘day June 23 She was murdered for sendinglespite its secular credentials, hagliolence. He mentioned staged
(Rain or Shine) troops to the (_Bolden _ Templebecome an “opportunistically encounters of suspected militants,
Complex, the holiest shrine of thecommunal party” which not only and disappearances of humanrights
Sikhs, to flush out armed militants.groomed the Sikh fundamentalistsand political activists in Punjab by

e

HAARAAA THAT cOOLD BE GOOD
PUBLICITY FOR THE COMPANY

By Gurpreet Singh

Aannual
People's

58 Alba ny Avenue, Toronto The army assault left many peopleo weaken Akali Dal, a moderatethe police and the vigilante groups
(one street east of Bathurst, north of Bloor) dead, sparking angry protests bysikh party of Punjab, but also triedduring the insurgency for a separate
Sikhs across the world. The goonso please ultra-Hindu nationalistsSikh homeland.
) i 3 belonging to the ruling Congresshy preying on innocent Sikhs. Ironically, the WSO which
A fundraiser for People’s Voice, the paper party targeted innocent Sikhsacross  Bhushan was beaten last yeasponsored his visit seeks a Sikh
that fights for working people, for peace, India following her assassinationby Hindu fanatics for expressinghomeland, albeit through peaceful
equality, democracy and socialism! in November 1984. his liberal views on Indian and democratic means, whereas

The WSO thatcame into being inkashmir. He had expressed hisTeam Anna is largely known for
. . ’ 1984 commemorates these two uglgupport for a referendum in theits nationalistic rhetoric. Yet he
Both meat and vegetarian dishes! events every year. Bhushan was thluslim majority state so thatdid not answer a categorical
guest speaker at events held ipeople there can decide theiquestion on his position on a
$20/person, $10 for students, low & unwaged, || Syrey, Brampton, Edmonton andpolitical future. An armed theocratic Sikh state, and instead

children under 12 free! Calgary, and keynote speaker ansurgency for independencesuggested that the Indian

their annual parliamentary dinnercontinues in Kashmir. government should hold talks with

in Ottawa on June 6. He also expressed his concerigroups seeking autonomy or right

f Sponsorqd by the Daveneort Club, Bhushan stole the show inover the perceived bias in theto self-determination instead of
= Communist Party of Canada Surrey when he addressed thevorking of the police and the resorting to state repression.

gathering on “Human Rights: A judiciary in India. “Often the = Meanwhile, WSO leader Prem

RSVP - please let us know if you threat to one is a threat to all”. HeMuslim terror groups are Singh Vinning clarified that their

: : : shared his first hand experienceprematurely blamed for any bombgroup denounces violence and
W'_” be Comlng_ by responding to during the anti-Sikh violence. blastthathappensin India, whereasupports the human rights of every
omayasim@sympatico.ca or 416-538-6771 Bhushan separately told thisthe ultra Hindu nationalist terror group, not just the Sikh
correspondent that both he and higroups also stand exposed focommunity.e




4 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e JUNE 16-30, 2012

EDIT ORIALS

How Not to Buy a Jet

-

More Tory sabre-rattling

The war in Afghanistan remains fresh in the minds of Canad
including the deaths of thousands of innocent civilians as ares
the NATO occupation. Yetthe Harper Conservatives are now ti
to soften up public opinion for another war.

This time the target is painted on Syria, a much tougher n

N
...of course, the

undercoat is extra

/

numbers of western troops have already entered Syria to assjst the;r
“rebel” forces, and Canada has become a vocal advocate of mflit
action against the elected government of Bashar al-Assad| T
Harper government hints that a bombing campaign may be ne
Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird has expelled diplomats f
the Syrian embassy in Ottawa.

This sabre-rattling can only encourage the armed oppositipn
escalate its attacks rather than seeking peaceful, negotiated sofuti
to the crisis. By openly taking sides in this civil conflict, Canada’
hands are already stained with Syrian blood. L

The Tory justification for ratchetting up the war threat has beep th
massacre in the town of Houla. But as military analyst Scott Tgyl
writes, “the accounts of the Houla incident vary greatly, but the singl
consensus onthe casualty listindicates that more than 100 werekilled,
including 49 children.” Taylor lists other cases in which “the enefny”
was demonized using similar accusations later shown to be fakse.

Unfortunately, while millions of Canadians are appalled at|the
danger of yet another “regime change” war, our sentiments arg notlrg
reflected in Parliament. The Harper Tories and the opposition parties
must hear alouder chorus of voices condemning the drive to yet apother
shameful war. This applies in particular to the NDP. Mr. Mulcdir's
party must be choose: peace or war? Will it speak out against epdlgss
NATO interventions, or will it surrender to the Tory militarist agen

Human survival at stake

While it takes millions of people to achieve real change, 3
smaller number can often use their wealth and power to block 3
progress. In the long run, despite the desperate resistance of

imperialism, the working class and its allies have the strength t¢ win on May 27th two top Canadianincident points to a clear andleadership for peace, not war, in
crucial advances. Buttoday, the forces for revolutionary transformptiogenerals discussed what should beangerous erosion of democracy ithe world community. | want
of society also face the ticking of the clock towards a fatal buzgerthe future role of the CanadianCanada. Canada to be that kind of leader. |
The UN Environment Program reports that significant progfesgorces in the post-Afghanistan An eminent British military want Canada to have a different
has been made on only four of 90 environmental goals adoptedlaty@rid. Their perception, so historian asserted that in time ofset of values than at present. How,
Rio Earth Summit in 1992. If current patterns of production pncbxplicitly stated, should be a sourcavar, 70-90% of the casualties ar€Canadian brothers and sisters?
consumption of natural resources prevail, unprecedented dahgeys concern to all peace-mindedcivilians and, further, that 30% of By proclaiming the culture of
lie ahead. The concensus among scientists is that the planetdgnadians. In essence, they saithe military casualties are killedpeace as a genuine virtue. By
heading towards three degrees Celsius of warming causgqd Byat unless Canada becomeby so-called “friendlyfire” (killed supporting the role of
greenhouse-gas emissions by 2100. Natural phenomena triggerg@lgaged in another war (beyondaccidentally by their own troops). peacekeeping under the legitimate
by human activity - melting permafrost, the loss of Arctic sea-ice afghanistan), the morale andin one war after another, theumbrella of the United Nations.
will add to the heating trend. According to the scientific jourhalcapability of Canada’s armedgeneral public are instilled with By rejecting the belligerent NATO
Nature life on Earth may be near an irreversible “tipping point”, forces will deteriorate, probablythe inhumane belief that thepolicy of recolonization in the
with mass extinctions of species to follow. . to a precarious state. sacrifice of all those innocentMiddle East to garner unlimited
~ Atthe 1992 summit, Fidel Castro warned that “humankind §s at on Earth today, there are twocivilians is unfortunately necessarypetroleum supplies. By diverting
risk of disappearing due to the rapid and progressive elimination @fpposing forces, the culture of peacdo protect our “freedoms andthe “war budget” to bettering the
its natural habitat.” He put his finger on the culprits - the capitlishnd the culture ofwar. Itis absolutelydemocracy.” There is somethinghuman condition in the
societies spawned by colonialism, consuming the vast majority Gfpparent that these Canadiaterribly irrational in that attitude. impoverished nations where
the planet's resources and spewing out pollution. Tomorrow will bgenerals are advocates for a worldtis as irrational as the attitude thahealth, education and food
too late, he warned, urging an end to the arms race and acfondgiture of war in which CanadaCanada, as a world figure, musproduction needs have too long
block ecological destruction. would be a prominent player. Theircontinue to be a “warrior nation.” been ignored and neglected.

mpkes union-art.com 2012

1) Letters to the Editor

ocil Is Canada destined to be forever a Warrior Nation?

Survival depends on heeding Fidel's words. Our planet ¢
afford endless capitalist exploitation, profiteering, and war.
alternative is a global shift towards a socialist model base
meeting the needs of humanity and the environment. Overco
enormous difficulties and obstacles, Cuba is an example t
world of how to meet this historic challenge.

NQosition is not at all in concurrence  Where are the world leaders The Harper government’s
hewith the 63% of Canadians found tovho advocate for a culture ofmotive of emulating and
OBe opposedto Canada’sinvolvemerpeace? Watch and listen for leaderparticipating in the imperialist
INA Afghanistan in a series of publicwho have the word “peace” inforeign policy of the U. S. must
tktﬁainion polls. That considered,theirlexicon. They are few and fardemand the attention of all
where didthese military spokesmerbetween. Their vocabulary isCanadians who want to live in a

get the authority to make thecomprised more often of victory, peace-promoting nation that is
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proclamationthey made. They mightampaign, unconditional determined to preserve its distinct
have had amandate fromthe Harpesurrender, just war, war of sovereignty.

government, but that likely liberation, etcetera, butnotpeaceRoyL_ Piepenburg, Edmonton, AB
contravenes public opinion. Idonotas applied universally to all of ’ '
believe there is a consensus amorigumanity, irrespective of national
Canadians of all political stripes thatborders.

our nation should be a “warrior ForEarth peaceto prevail,somel
nation,” now and forever. This nation must assume strong morg]
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increasingly accumulated debtgliscussedin Parliament, was meargxperienced by theisland afterbeing With the crisis resolved through
CubaNews translation with speculating banks so thatthd@o burden all the citizens of thefreed from the parasitic burden ofnot paying the debt, the Icelandic
edited by Walter Lippmann, country _c_ouldlllve above its realisland with th_e relmbursemepy ofthe bankdebtlsseen bythe Europeagtonomy notonly did notcollgipse,
June 2012 poss@lmes in the neoliberal the 3,SOQ million Euros to British capitalist cupolas as a dangeroubut will close year 2011 \_N|th a

financial system promoted by theand Danish banks through monthly 2.1% growth and a 1.5% in year

For four years now, in Iceland -United States which the realpaymentsoverthe coming15years E 2012, a figure that triples that of
thatfrosty island part of Europe intheeconomy is now calling to order. Icelanders returnedtothe street| the countries in the Euro zone.
middle of the North Atlantic witha  Four years ago, to cope with thedemanding a referendum to pas A great part of this growth is
population of barely 300,000 effects of a devastating crisis, itssuch a law. The president acqui based on production increases,
inhabitants - interesting and newgovernment nationalized the mairesced and did not ratify the la mainly in tourism and the fishing
things have been happening that dbanks in the country. Inretaliation,even when the draft had 44 of the industry. This is in contrast with
not get corporate western medid.ondon froze all the assets of66 possible parliamentary votes the image displayed by other
coverage. This confirms the300,000 British customersand910rhe referendum was called and European economies in stalemate
unrelenting manipulation humankindmillion Euros invested in Icelandic the NO to the payment of the deb or decline.
is subject to due to the control thebanks by UK local administrationsgot 93% of the votes. Iceland has shown that by
superpower and its associate@dnd public entities. Theislandhad After this victory of the recovering its sovereignty, justice
oligarchies exert on the news mediato use 3,700 million Euros of public Icelandic peaceful revolution, the and dignity came along.

In Iceland there has not been anoney to reimburse theselMF froze all economic aid to The corrupt politicians and
social revolution, but somethingcustomers. Iceland until the issues of the bankers have been prosecuted. To
almost as serious for the upper With a bank debt equivalent topayment of the debt were solved reaffirmitsindependence, Iceland
financial hierarchy has taken placeseveral times its Gross National The government ordered a - last fall became the first European
arevolution against the tyranny ofProduct (GNP), Iceland’s currencyinvestigation to determine theManuel E. Yepe country to recognize Palestine as
capitalist banks in a globalizedcollapsed, its stock marketresponsibility for the crisis and the an independent nation; something
world whose roots inevitably leadsuspended activities and thearrests of bankers and highexample for “sluggish” countries that no country under the yoke of
to Wall Street. country went bankrupt. executives began. Interpol issuedike Greece and Ireland. Most of allthe international capitalist banking

Thankstoits geothermal power Massive protests in front of theorders of capture and all thebecausetherecentsuccessesIcelasgstem has been able to do.
plants, Iceland enjoys greatParliamentbuildingin Reykjavik, involved bankers left the country.has been achieving have led many Manuel Yepe is the former
energy independence, but thehe Icelandic capital, forced early Inthis context, an assembly wasconomists to consider it was thesecretary of MOVPAZ, the Cuban
country has very few additionalelections in 2009 and theelected to draw up a newcollapseofthebanksthatcontributedovementfor Peace and People’s
resources. Its’ economy, 40%resignation of the conservativeconstitutionthatwouldinclude thethe most to this progress. Sovereigntye
dependanton fish exports, is veryprime minister and all of his newlessonslearned fromthe crisis.
vulnerable. Just like many otheradministration. This would replace the existing
European countries, it A draft resolution, widely one.Todraftit, 25 citizens with no

e political affiliation, in
L I representation of the sovereig
population, were chosen from 52
proposed candidates.

This Constitutional Assembly
has been working since Februar
2011 onaDraft Magna Cartafro
recommendations with theZ
consensus of different assemblie
held all over the country. It will
then need the approval of thq
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[ Bt The economic recovery

f‘,ﬁ 1 I LIl g’ ‘The crisis of capit alism opens the way to socialism”

system. We are facing a crisis oftontradictions, while imperialism convictionin people’s minds. Eachthe political-ideological
conclusions of the 21st relative overproduction and uses them to extend its spheres d?arty has the responsibility to lookintervention of Communist and
Annual Communist qvera(_:cumulatlon. The so—c_alledcontrol. _The 1930s have shovyrfor sw_table means to h_elghterNVOrkers’ Parties, to the
Seminar, held May 18-20 in fln_anua_l b_ubblesareareflectlon ofwhere this can Iead_to. Communistonsciousness, organize anaﬂevel_opment of class
Brussels. The document has thls crisis in the sphere ofand Workers’' Parties are gnlfle_dmobmze the_worklng class and theconsmousne_ss. o
been signed by many of the circulation. Once these explodedaround a common conviction: in people, starting from anassessment Communists insist on the
sixty Communist and the contrgdlcnon between the reabrder to liberate Wprkgrs andof the. level of organization andadoption of goals of struggle that
Workers’ parties which .purchasllng power of the pgoples frpm epr0|tat|9n andconsmoqsness of the masses, thespondtothecontgmpora_ryneeds
attended the Seminar. and impoverished masses and thenls_ery_,souallsmhastobemstalledcorrelatlon of forces and _thgeof workers and their fam_|I|es_ (on
by others such as the’ overdeveloped producfuon capac!tytakln_g into accou_ntall lessons fromcharacterofourerg, above aIIW|th|remp_onmen_t, wages, _somal nghts,
Communist Party of becam_e more ol_awous. Th_|§preV|ogs experiences. T_he left-the framework of its own country. public services, social services,
Canada. pont(adlctsthe thegsthatthe cr|5|$eform|sttgndenqythatclalmsthatl\/lo_reover, the coun'ger.revo.lutlonedugahon, _heal.th, retirement,
is a financial deficiency or a “debta Keynesian policy can open thewhich overthrew socialism in the housing, high living costs...).
The primary task of communistscrisis”. As Marx demonstrated, theway to a market economy withoutSoviet Union and Eastern EuropeCommunists struggle for the right
around the world at present is taoot cause of each crisis is to berisis or exploitation is fooling the has sown much confusion amondgo work, for better working
clarify the nature of the crisis thatfound in the contradiction betweenmasses. the masses and has been used bgnditions, for social security
has been afflicting the entire worldthe social character of production A planned economy, based orthe world bourgeoisie to blackenrights, for equal rights and equal
capitalist system for four years.and the private appropriation of itsthe public ownership of productionthe image of the socialist path. Theareatment for women etc. in order
Promoting the Marxist analysis of products. means, isthe only way to create ageneralized crisis of capitalismto obtain better conditions for the
the crisisis afirst-rankideological We have to fight any illusion economy that serves the needs afnables this anticommunistsale of the workers’ labour power
task. This means helping theregarding “exitstrategies”thatkeepman and the sustainablepropaganda to be smashed intand a better protection from
workers and the peoplesthe system itself intact. Measuresnanagement of nature andpieces. excessive exploitation by
understand the root causes of thepplied by the bourgeoisie aim aproduction. The defeat of Enabling large masses toemployers. However, the position
global economic cataclysm. lItrestoringtherate of profitand savingmperialism and the victory of acquire this consciousness can bestthe working class as wage slaves
means making the link betweenthemselves to the detriment ofsocialism are necessarybe done through experiencejnthe relations of production does
the various attacks they arecompetitors and workers. Socialpreconditions for establishing athrough struggles of the workingnot and cannot change, no matter
subjected to, and the barbaricddemocracy is once again proven tsustainable peace amongst peopletass and peoples of the worldhow many gainsitachievesthrough
nature of the system itself. tmean$e a loyal manager of capitalism inand building international relationsthrough partial advances andits struggle.
addressing the root cause of partiatrisis and a protagonist of anti-of mutual aid, without domination defeats. Itis therefore of the utmost It is by means of their role in
issues like the food crisis, popularattacks. The bankruptcy ofor exploitation... importance for parties to lead thedaily struggles that communists
environmental problems, wars ofthese policies creates apopularbase The crisis in all spheres of thedaily struggles of workers andwin the confidence of the toiling
conquest, polarization betweerfor nationalism, xenophobia, capitalist system creates newpeoples, to orient them in an antimasses, proving that they are the
wealth and poverty, and the crisigeligious fundamentalism and neo-opportunities for Communist andimperialist and anti-capitalist best advocates of their general or
of the parliamentary system andascist views and forces. TheWorkers' Parties to conquer thedirection and towards socialistlong-term interests. Itis by means
bourgeois ideology. bourgeoisie creates and uses theseasses for the perspective ofevolution. Through class struggleof daily struggles that a better
This task implies rejecting any reactionary tendencies as well asocialism. But the objective the working class accumulatescorrelation of forces is built for
thesis that denies the character afthnic and religious conflicts to necessity of socialism does nowaluable experience thatthe ultimate confrontation with the
the crisis as a crisis of the capitalistnask ~ antagonistic  classspontaneously become a subjectiveontributes, in combination with monopolies and the bourgeoisee.

Excerpt from the
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Federal omnibus bill triggers massive backlash

An estimated 500 businesseslemocratic discussion,” saidof the omnibus budget bill aresteelhead are put at risk througlEnvironmental Law, and WWF
and organizations and thousandscientist and activist Dr. David measures to weaken keythisfar-reachingomnibusbill. It's Canada. It grew rapidly to include
of individual Canadians joined aSuzuki. “These values are theenvironmental laws, such as thébad policy and it's bad over 400 major not-for-profit and
collective defence of nature andfoundation of the peace, order andrisheries Act, and the wholesaledemocracy,” stated John Frasersocial justice organizations, trade
democracy on June 4, as part of replacement of the CanadianConservative fisheries minister inunions, scientists, and businesses.
the Black Out Speak Out Environmental Assessment Act1984-5. Other supporters include author
campaign. with an inferior review process. Launched May 7,the BlackOutMargaret Atwood; former

The campaign (knowninFrench Thiswould allowthe federal cabinetSpeak Out campaign is a jointAmbassadortothe United Nations
as Silence, On Parle) culminated to veto National Energy Board effort of Canadian Association of Stephen Lewis; Grand Chief
with tens of thousands of Canadiang decisions on mega-projects such aBhysicians for the EnvironmentStewart Phillip (BC Union of
darkening their websites, writing the Northern Gateway pipeline. A(CAPE), Canadian Parks andndian Chiefs); Dr. Andrew
to their elected representatives an weakened review process couldVilderness Society (CPAWS), Weaver, Nobel Prize-winning
speaking out through social media mean approval of major industrialDavid Suzuki Foundation, scientist; Oxfam Canada; Amnesty
to protestthe Harper government’s projects without careful scrutiny or Ecojustice,  Environmental International; Canadian Labour
smear attacks on charities, gutting consultation with First Nations, Defence, Equiterre, GreenpeaceCongress; the federal NDP,
of environmental laws and efforts scientists, and citizen groups.  Nature Canada, Pembinalnstitutel.iberal, Green and Bloc
to silence the voices of concerned The budget bill also includes Sierra Club Canada, West CoasQuebecois opposition partiee.
citizens. $8millionto fund Canada Revenue

“Today, hundreds  of Agency audits of charities, widely
organizations and individuals -good government that define ourperceived as a move to silenct
representing millions of citizens - nation, yet they are threatened byadvocacy and free speech on kej =
are speaking out in support of twathe federal government’s recklesenvironmental issues.
core Canadian values: thebudget bill, C-38.” “The continued survival of B.C.
protection of nature and Buried in the many provisionsicons like migratory salmon and

Tory Budget: good for
DE‘IT‘\QL‘JE'Q(_‘.& ;

mining, bad for water

deemed to be of economic,mining and energy sector ovir
ecological and cultural value.  the next decade.

One of the earliest critics of  “It doesn’t take a fish expertto  As the Council notes, “thg
the Tory budget presented byknow it's impossible to protect lifting of environmental
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty fish while allowing for the restrictions comes at atime when
was the Council of Canadiansdestruction of fish habitat,” saysprovincial governments arp
whose members took part in thehe Council. “Scientists have alsoplanning to expand mining
June 4th “BlackOutSpeakOut” argued that this creates a falseperations throughout the North.
campaign across Canada. notion that there are fish withoutOntario’s "Ring of Fire’is staking

The budget is a gift to the ecological value.” tens of thousands of clainjs
mining industry and a curse on The potential impacts extendthroughout the Northern half gf
the environment, warns thebeyond fish

By Kimball Cariou

mental regulation will allow species and communitiesstrong public opposition. Britis
companies to fast-track approvaldependent on clean freshwater fo€olumbia plans to forge ahead

and permitting processes. their  well- with the building of

A statement from the Council being. & 3 ™. . eight new minesiir
says, “Theso-called ‘oneproject, F o r ' the next four year
one review' measure aims toexample, in - 08 and has introducefl
bypass current environmental2010, the _ £ its own legislation

assessment processes andestruction of = to “cutredtape’andl

download responsibilities to ill- fish habitat was o fast track approva
equipped provincial a primary ' processes fo
governments or do away withreason for the “* * mining projects,
them altogether.” federal 9 And Alberta

continues to see
expansion of ta
sands production

In early June, analysts of thegovernment’s
legislation reported that therejection of an : :
current 6,000 annual federalapplication by -&. ] @
environmental assessments don€aseko Mines with the full
across Canada would plummeto develop a copper and gold mindbacking of the Harpe
to about 20 if the legislation ison Tsilhqot'in territory which government. Many in the medja
adopted. Gutting environmentalwould destroy Teztan Biny (“Fish have linked the gutting of th
protections within the FisheriesLake”), a pristine British Columbia Fisheries Act to the Northe
Act would be part of this lakethatisalso of greatculturalandsateway pipeline which woul
“streamlining and fast-tracking” spiritual value to the community. impact fish habitat by cuttin
process. Companies can seek permissioacross hundreds of streams gnd

The Council of Canadiansto destroy such a lake due to aivers in order to transport tdr
argues that “in the absence of aegulatory loophole within the sands oil from Alberta to the B
national water policy, the Metal Mining Effluent Regulation coast toward foreign markets.”
Fisheries Act with all its oftheFisheries Act. The“Schedule Meanwhile, investors wil
shortcomings is the stronges” loophole has been used by theontinue to benefit from publi
piece of federal legislation whenHarper governmentto enable metasubsidies under the Minin
it comes to the protection of mining companies to requestExploration Tax Creditfor Flow,
freshwater resources.” exemption from prohibitions Through Shares, which has been

Under the Fisheries Act, theagainst dumping deleteriousextended to the end of 20
federal government prohibits anysubstances into fish-bearing watecosting an additional $10
‘deleterious substance’ fromor harming fish habitat. million in public revenues. Th
being discharged into waters The Metal Mining Effluent credit benefits speculativ
frequented by fish, and any worksRegulation will now be extendedinvestors by reducing the aftey-
or undertakings that result in theto coal and diamond mines, makingax cost of exploration, resulti
‘harmful alteration, disruption them eligible to apply for Schedulein serious violations o
or destruction’ (HADD) of fish 2 exemptions. Indigenous rights.
habitat. The Tory budget 2012 aims at In response to the

Now, the Harper governmentencouraging massive expansion imevelopments, the Council
plans to replace the HADD the mineral sector. The federalCanadians held a well-attendg¢d
wording with less extensive governmentestimates $500 billion*Shout Out against Minin
language which limits in investments to the water-Injustice” conference i
protections to fish that areintensive and water polluting Vancouver in early Junem

NOTY %ﬁ;’ \
D'tcj(cjjfor e
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C-38 a turning point,
says Grand Chief Phillip

One of the most powerful voices against the federal omnibus
budget Bill C-38 has been Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, president of
the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs (UBCIC).

“Bill C-38 is absolutely the turning point in the history of this
country and the fault line that will determine the future of this
country,” Grand Chief Phillip told reporters at a Vancouver media
conference convened on June 4 by prominent environmental groups.
“l urge all Canadians to go and understand that silence is not an
option. We all have a duty and an obligation to our grandchildren and
their grandchildren to speak out against this legislation.”

“We shall not be intimidated,” said Grand Chief Phillip. “We shall
not be coerced by the Harper's government's drive-by smear
campaigns, those campaigns that are being mounted by his cronies
in industry and big oil. We will stand strongly with other Canadians
shoulder-to-shoulder to defend the pristine beauty of this country.”

Jessica Clogg, executive director and senior counsel with West
Coast Environmental Law - one of the key groups which organized
the BlackOutSpeakOut, told reporters that “Today is a profound
moment in the history of our nation for those who hold dear this vast,
beautiful land and the democracy that binds us together.”

Another participant was David Suzuki, speaking as a private
citizen and an “elder”. Suzuki urged Canadians to make enough
noise that the federal Conservatives back down on some of the
legislation, which he said will affect everything from fisheries
habitat to the Enbridge Pipeline to the tar sands and the amount of
tanker traffic moving through Metro Vancouver.

Former Conservative fisheries minister John Fraser said the bill
should be split into several parts and debated separately - a view
backed by Stephen Harper in 2004 while he was in opposition when
the minority Liberal government introduced their own omnibus bill.

Introduced by Finance Minister Jim Flaherty on March 29, Bill C-
38’s 450 pages affect everything from Canada’s withdrawal from
Kyoto to the federal Environmental Assessment process and the
Fisheries Act, as well as social policies such as Employment Insurance
and pensions.

“| actually get the feeling that they are a little bit nervous about
how the public’s reacting to the gutting of the Fisheries Act,” Gwen
Barlee, policy director with the Wilderness Committee, told the
Georgia Straight after the event. “| think that is a good thing.”

(With files from the Georgia Straigh®
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Montreal's revolt of the casseroles

For people less familiar with a common sight. They commandeefor just blocking a day of classes,intersection and | see a casserole
map of Montreal, imagine goingthe public transit, despite thestudent associations dissolvedon each corner. It is almost 8:10.

Over the past two months thefrom the edge of Burnaby Centralprotest of drivers and their union.teachers and school We cross St. Denis at Rachel
picture of Quebec is of a people inrPark and down Kingsway into Looking up ata city bus, you mightadministrations punished if theyinto the French side of town. The
motion, a river of struggle andVancouver, then turning ontoseeitfilled with storm-trooper riot do not enforce the rules, with theplan of the casserole is to bang and
resistance. That river burst itsCommercial, down to Eastcops clad in paramilitary gear. minister able toincrease her poweclang by your house and then join
banks in May with the passing ofHastings. Or, in Toronto, going Every few nights, around two without consulting the Quebecan assembly of clangers in your
the repressive Law 78. While Jundrom Eglinton East down Liard o’clock in the morning, the riot National Assembly. An open doorneighbourhood after about twenty
has seen (as everyone expected)emd Pape, through the Danforttpolice will start to charge the exists in the legislation to expandminutes. Already a large crowd of
slow-down in the intensity of and ending on Eastern Avenuedemonstration. Pounding theirthese rulestothe labour movementlmostahundred people is banging
protests, the resistance has notgorigicture that urban socialshields, with a helicopter above, But Bill 78 also imposes fines away and spilling into the road.

By Johan Boyden

away. geography, and imagine peoplehey try to split the demo. Theninthe range of tens of thousands of

Nor has the police repressionbanging pots and pans all alonghey swoop down. Smashingdollars to forbid the right to The pots and pans
abated, evidenced by the arrest ahe way. heads, “kettling,” making massassembly and spontaneous protest.
Amir Khadir, member of the arrests. Clearly reaching into criminal code Orchestra
National Assembly for QuebecT\yo solitudes? But the public is angry, and and beyond provincial jurisdiction, - .
Solidaire, for peacefully marching ' they have been coming back. Nighthe law marks perhaps the biggest NOW skirting Parc la Fontaine,

in a casserole protest. Almost the But Montreal has another twist, after night. When Law 78 waslegal attack on civil liberties in & POtS | agd pans prr]ch%satlra has
next morning, around 6:00 am,born of generations of social andpassed, the sustained anger grevQuebec since the Padlock Iawan&’r“Fﬁe ' I{;lrtlantiwn tod ersl n
police raided his house, snatchedational inequality. Half-way Even progressive jurists marchedhe War Measures Act. strollers, little boys and girls

his student activist daughter andhrough the town there is anthroughthe streets in their official dancing with wooden spoons. A
middle-aged woman across the

her boyfriend out of bed andinvisible dividing line. On one side gowns. Silence of the : e

paraded them in front of TV thecommunities speak French, and 5 Etrree;lzslsh:ro Segghnugﬁdstlg:uthhast she
cameras, down to the station inthat's what you hear in the streetHands up! lambs?* People arg on balconiegs open
handcuffs. On the other side the language is b  OP

This is why the approach of thewindows, even rooftops. If they
New Democratic Party has been @on’t have a pot they bang
éind of betrayal through silence. something else. A drum. A

NDP leader Thomas Mulcair, awatering can. A mail box. Banging
Minister of the Environmentunderand clanging, and clanging and
banging.

The orchestra has never
disappeared once since | kicked-
off. But now it drifts away as |
cross the railway tracks and head
through a light industrial area. As
| turn down into Maisonneuve the
casserole returns on the street
corners and out of windows. The
Olympic stadium tower looms in
front of me. Heavy rain clouds are
building.

If you wear the red square, likeEnglish. The law itself was a
| do, the past few days of the The student movement,provocation. A few nights after it
Grand Prix has meant having youhumerically and politically, is passed, abonfire was liton astre
bags searched eachtime you ent@fiuch stronger among thecorner. Sitting on a patio not far
the subway and sometimes on th@uébécois(e). But the students
street. (e Devoir did an have triumphed over this barrier
investigation and found that, notto everyone’s credit. Perhaps it ig
only were unidentified journalists the strongest social movement tq
with red squares searched, but iever do that in Quebec.

they asked questions they would The CLASSE student union

be detained at the police station.how releases statements an

resilience is bestdescribed througlthe CLASSE in their (weekly!)

Never seen before participate in the strike. Before

just hear it. Bang-bang, clang-undergrads at Concordia had . Iti ical hat Bill

clang, bang, clang, clang. It wagoined the strike for at least some 78 tis not (I:ym_ca tosayt atf Ih

exactly 8:01. The casserole hadime. ; Is an election strategy of the
Charest Liberal “law and order”

people, mainly students, wearing

spoon, a soup pot, or a cookingexpression of this solidarity. To for the same month.

means in French. Any pot used t@f the whole campaign of the M . d b f

cook, with a lid. “It is a Quebec students, the evolution of theaway, we witnessed the police anning accused Quebec o

confidently claimed the night to afight against austerity budgetgolice were not content with justiﬁ%?titg%eun;gégtsg% I\a/llrg)dsarl]rg\cl)s‘brmulg? High _deer]t, “necessary”

before on CBC's The National. and now, after Law 78, a battle forputting out the fire. , eausterity, riots in the street.

But the spirit of the people haspublications in English. The
not been dampened. And thaEnglish-language universities join
stories about the casserole. all-Quebec national conventions E m..... -
They have found creative ways ta
the school session was lost, man " PE UPLE .
As | unlocked my bike | could departments at McGill and all the The Greek disease?
started right on time. government. Smash the summer
Already | could see a few i : : X
y The mght demos student demonstrations in the
the red square, walking outoftheir  The casseroles are perhaps t strt(ajet. Smash th(f—:ﬂ student unions
front door. In their hands - a bigmost dynamic and colourful and centers of resistance in
September. And call an election
pan. understand the casseroles, yo - O .
This is what the word casserolenave to place them in the contex Writing in theGlobe and Mail
leader Reform Party leader Preston
tradition,” a reporter had struggle from access to educationkettle our entire street block. Thethe Charest Liberals during thehaving “the Greek disease.” His
e : refused to wear the red square.  But Quebec’s debt was not
I've never seen anything like democracy. As a punk band played in the On the edge of Mulcair's riding caused by its social programmes.

this is in my life in thirty years,”  You also have to consider thebackground, the riot cops (some S X
my next door neighbour who night demos. in gas masks) stormed our pati¢’f Outremont, in Mile End, | start It was caused by steadily reduced

y bike ride. The sky is still sunny, federal funding. It was caused by
ut patches of blue are blockedax cuts to corporations and the
ut by giant storm clouds aboverich, implemented by both Parti

immigrated from North Africasaid  Portrayed as riots on the newsand smashed directly into two bar
the same evening, a sense ajutside Quebec, the night demogext door. They scooped peopl
amazement in his voice. were born after the first round offor arrest and deployed soun

O . ; he Mont Royal mountain. Québécois and Liberal provincial
_ negotiations between the studentsombs, while pepper spraying us. Bang, clang, bang! governments. It was caused by

A cross-section of and the Charest Liberals failed. To exit without arrest, we had Mile End is not just home to structural and svstemi bl
societ Public anger poured into the streetto leave the chaos of the bar, man any McGill andj Concordia \?virtlrj\(:t#éa::;pr;taﬁgtss?ggngm ems
y with spontaneous after-workpeople with eyes burning, cros tudents but also Greek and If you doubt that this is an

; rotests. the road and cutthrough the groun
| was heading home. It was the” From 8:00 pm onwards, floor of a strip club into a back

fc‘;“sggr;;;"ftghgr'ﬁhta?tfeﬁhtehehundreds and then thousands dane -insingle file, our hands upin
draconian ’Law 78y outlawedpeOple snake around in thethe air.

ortuguese immigrants and thédeological question, read the
Hasidic Jewish community. report from the bargaining table
Sure enough, one of my firstby the militant student union
. | sights is a young man in aCLASSE translated on the Rebel
spontaneous mass protest. “It’sgqo(;’m;[r?wnsztrfeetnsiuﬁtt'(ljzfri]:gsl?gvee he h | traditional Hasidic black robe andYouth blog:
gone viral” an older activist had rg. oied b gthe TV stationT € nammer law black cap, banging apan. Thiswill  Mia [a government economist]
told me earlier that morning. RDI (Ragio Cana?j/a's Newsworld) In this context of sustained go down in my memories, alongtries to explain the calculation of
Helived onthe oppositesideofaS over 10.000. Their size hawolice riots and violence andyvith thg image ofa_nqn, stand_ingcosttothegovernment[associated
the downtown. So tonight | Was jissipated ’reati as Ma roIIedTi)teraII thousandsofarrests'acrosIn her light grey habit just outsidewith tuition increases]. The FEUQ
testing that claim by drawing a. P 9 y y y %ﬁegrand doors of aconvent, givinglemolishes the arguments of Mia

: 4 . into hot June, but they continue.Quebec, the casseroles began. The : . :
line, dissecting part of Montreal : ' ; ' : clenched fist salute to a longand her numbers - it's nice to
Tonight, June 13th, will mark the corporate media has made muc emo as it paraded past. watch. It becomes clearer than

by bicycle, listening and watching '
and weaving a route through the50th action. ofthe fact that the casseroles are a By the time | leave the tree-ever that the government’s

side-streets to get a read on theC . Cvc;r;'z:ﬁliggtigCtt'ﬁg’SﬁéfégftgggggIined avenues that skirt Park Montobjective is only to increase the
size of these protests. ats and mice ) : Royal, the pot-bangers have lefistudents’ fees, because it has been
. In fact they are a direct act of,,_* ;
The route | chose started in the Tofrustrat dshutd thesalefiance against Bill 78 their door steps. Little groups ofdemonstrated that the freeze for at
community of Mile-End, cut  'CMTustrateandshutdownthes 9 ' five to ten are clustering on theleast two years was possible.

: literally hundreds if not Bill 78 not only forces students _; i
through the fashionable Plateatﬁ,lemos’ . e > side of the road. They are youngPeople become enraged. Michelle
ousands of police have takerio return to class. This, in itself, is nd old, women and men. TheifCourchesne, Minister  of

ver Montreal’s streets in the night.an attack on basic rights: any actoi‘Ianging draws you in. | turn onto Education] is $o angry that she

raffic police, riot police, studentstrike, even symbolic, ca bi o .
v ' ; ; X ike lane, joined by five otherloses her shoe! She tells us that
gmdercover cops. Sirens screarhe punished with a year's studen yclists; one starts to ring her bell

A ca\_/alcade of twenty police c_;arsfees withheld from astudentunionCheers go up. We zip through an see CASSEROLE, p. 11
rushing down the streets is a

neighbourhood, then crossed th
railway tracks and headed dow
into the east side and the workin
class communities of Maisonneuv
and Hochelaga.
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i collector. It's a provocation.” by individual countries to begin not moved to improve pay and
O|Ymp|C bUS Balassopoulos said he sees Iittl(!:)angerous year taking effect. working conditions for the mostly
strike? prospect of a resolution, andfor trade unionists foreign workforce employed atits

predicted there could be “chaos.” Pay docked fOf Olkiluoto 3 nuclear power plant
Thousands of London bus “The elections are up in the 2011 was a difficult and often construction site. According to the

workers have voted to go on strikeair,” he said. “We carry the ballot dangerous year for workers whowearing shoes chair of the Pro labour union, Antti
during the Olympics if they do not boxes, set up and clean the votingare stand up for their trade union Rinne, a strike or other action may
receive a bonus of 500 poundscenters, we transport the usedights facing dismissal, arrest, Garmentworkersin Cambodiabe taken against TVO. A group of
Members of the UNITE union haveballots... Anything you canimagineimprisonment and even deathswhose pay was docked for wearingix trade unions held talks with the
voted for industrial action by ain connection with the elections, That picture emerges from theshoes on the job returned to workcompany during the spring on
ratio of nine to one. The union iswe do it.” annual survey of trade union rightsune 8 after atwo-day strike endedmproving pay and working
seeking the bonus for the 20,000 If the dispute is not resolved,violations in 143 countries with some demands being metconditions atthe construction site,
busworkers it represents, pointinghe government could seek a courpublished by the International More than 300 workers from Horusbut the required changes have not
out that other transport workersruling to declare the strike illegal, Trade Union Confederation Industrial sportsjwear factory in materialized.

will be paid a premium for working or even issue a civil mobilization (ITUC). Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district The majority of workers
during the event. Colombiais once againthe moswvalked out on June 6, afteremployedatthe Olkiluoto 3site are
The ballot allows the union to dangerous country for tradehundredshadresignedinthe week®reign employees of companies
name the date for a strike. UNITE/” \ unionists. Of the 76 peoplebefore in search of better work,subcontracted for the project. The
saysitwill give the bus companieg murdered for their trade unionunion representative Heng Soksite’s representative for the
afinal opportunity to consider the activities, not counting the workersKahna said. Metalworkers’ Union, Janne

“landslide” ballot result before
announcing possible strike dateq.
At least 800,000 extra passengerfs
are predicted to use London’s
buses during the Olympics.

UNITE official Peter Kavanagh
said negotiations had been goin
on for a year.

“Our members are only asking

killed during the Arab Spring, 29  “[The company is] very cruelto Vainio, told media sources that
lost their lives in Colombia. us ... they cut our salary $1 to $Z0me workers are being paid 5-10
Another ten were assassinated iper month if they see us eatingeuros an hour, while under Finnish
Guatemala, and eight others irfood, talking on the phone, takingterms of employment, their hourly
Asia. leave and wearing shoes into theate should be nolessthan 13 euros.
The worldwide trends workingroom,”shetoldthe media.They are also being obligated to
highlighted in the survey include“We cannot work until the work overtime without compen
the non-respect of labourcompany director accepts oursation,and housingis substandard,
legislation by governments, thedemands and changes their rulewith roomsintended for one person

foranextra 17 pounds aday whic lack of funding for labour to respect the labour law.” being used to house several.
will just about buy you a pint of J inspection and workers’ Huy Sambath, president of the Unions say that healthcare is
beer and a portion of fish and protection, the lack of rights andFederation Union for Cambodialacking at the site, and workers

chips at the Olympics. Ourorder. Government officials havethe abuse faced by migrantworkersVorkers, said a workers’injured on the job may be sent
members want the Games to be warned that the caretakerthroughouttheworld, particularly representative, the union,compangack to their home countries.
success but their patience has ruadministration will take “all in the Gulf States, and therepresentatives and Ministry ofWorkers have also been pressured
out. We have given Transport fornecessary action” to ensure thexploitation of the largely female Labour officials negotiated for and threatened in an effort to
London and the bus operatorslections are not disrupted. workforce inthe export processingabout four hours before theprevent them from organizing.
almost a year to resolve this issue. zones around the globe. Amongcompany agreed to 22 demands. “There have been casesinwhich
Every single London transportR ii igh the most vulnerable are the 100 Other points will be sent tothea subcontractor has punished
worker in London will receive a etirement I’Ig ts million domestic workers. Arbitration Council to resolve. workers for joining a union. They
reward to recognise their majorrestored in France The repression of trade unionThese include a meal allowance ihave notbeen allowed to work and
contribution to this historic rights has been particularly harstthey work overtime, $15 per monthforced to stay in an employer-
occasion exceptfor London’'sbus France’s new Socialist in North Africa, the Middle East for transportation and accom-supplied apartment. In the most
workers.” government is set to restore thénd the Gulf States, where tradenodation, a $15 attendance bonublatantcase,QWO(ker’sfam|Iywa§
righttoretireat60toabout100,000|m'g_” or?a_nlfr?nonslﬁl_ayetlj ziand US$70 as a net wage. U\pegteneéi in his homeland,
i workers, a symbolic partial leadingrole inthe revolutions las . ainio said.
Greek Stl’lk.e may reversal of ong of the m%asuregear, notably in Tunisia, Egypt UNIONS Cha”enge The utility denies the claims
affect elections taken by previous presidentand Bahrain, where hundreds of | tilit presented by the unions, and says
Nicolas Sarkozy. Effective the endactivists were killed in the clasheslnUClear utiiity in regards to the housing situation

A strike by Greek municipal of june. the cabinet is to restorénd thousands were arrested. The : « iy
employees is threatening to deraifhe right to retire on a full pensioncreation of an independent trade A group of unions say thatthat some workers “voluntarily

the June 17 national electionat60to people who started work atnion movementis well underway,

which could determine whether1g and have paid contributions for2lthough there is still no freedo

the debt-crippled country 41 vears. The move was a keWf association in some nation i i "

continues to use the euro. pror){wise of Francois Hollande'sSuch as Saudi Arabia, the Uniteq Many Itenl?S In our "Global Class
The POE-OTA union, which campaign to be elected presidenf:rab Emirates, Eritrea or Sudan Struggle column are from the

represents thousands of peoplgithough his failure to reverse the The report also details the Labour S tart Website,

who work for cities, villages and yhole measure disappointed manympactof the world economic crisis
other municipalities, says itstrade unionists and left-wingers. N workers, as governmentg www .labourst art.org

members are paid far less fordoing  “Thay's a step forward socially, CONntinue to impose austerit
elections-related work than otherafter all” commented FrancoisMeasures to optimise profits and

governmentemployees. Municipalchereque, the leader of thélexibility at the expense of the[Send me information on the “; \
N

workers are akey part of the votingreformist CFDT union federation. Workforce. - Unemployment -~ )
process, from setting up votingHe calculated that about 100,00d€ached 205 million in 2011. In Communist Party of Canada ,-,..;E'

Finland’s TVO power utility has decide to share rooms.

centers with ballot boxes, boothsyeople will be affected. Spain, 40% of young people ar
and ballotsto handlinglast-minute’  sarkozy’s imposition of out of work while Greece has an _ _ _
documentation for voters. retirement at 62, which also limiteqUnemployment rate of 21% The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of

fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialjsm.

Greece is surviving on i ; il Precarious forms of working havd
g the pension rights of millions of 9 The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight

international rescue loans, granteqvork.ers_ who had not paid Idn_(f:fr_easled,fmaklng dlt extremely against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
on Cond'tlon It Imposes harshcontrlbutlons for long enough, ¢! icult Tor trade union active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
austerity measures to Curta'lsparked union protests but wagrganisations to qefe”d Worker movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
government spending. But anyelcomed by business and prof'ghtsyforexamplem SouthAfrica]  gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s part} of

electorate angry at repeatefbusterity economists. Sarkozy’sBangladesh, Cambodia an§ socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
income cuts and tax hikes booste@jpmp was quick to denounce thePakistan.

anti-austerity parties in a first, partial reversal. Migrant workers remain 00A D Cfn:r:ﬂC0¢mittteeg’5C“A4K NG
inconclusive election on May 6.« ioni another very vulnerable grou antorth Ave, foronto, ON,
y Thereal questionis howmuch y group 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

POE-OTA head Themis Bala-it will costand who will pay forit,” Particularly in the Gulf States
ssopoulos said June 7 thatthe uniofommented former budgetWhere they representthe majority o communiste du Quebedsectiondu ~ Ottawa CPC
will hold a two-day strike on June minister Valerie Pecresse in a radi®f the workforce in Kuwait, Qatar| parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
16-17. He also said municipaljnterview. and the United Arab Emirates| 5359 Ave Du Parc, Sute "C* Manitoba Committee CPC
employees will refuse to do any |f Chereque’s estimate is AMONG these Migrantworkers arg Email peqgépe pec.cael: 436-236-6890 B el Ik e WinriPeg. MB, ROW ZM3
election-related work until then. correct, far fewer people will be Some 100 million domesticJ ee SEAoE

Balassopoulos  told  The affected than originally believed, Workers, the great majority o

B.C. Committee CPC

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1  Ontario Ctee. CPC
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6

Associated Press that municipaineaning that the change will costVhom are women with little | 604-254-983&cpinfo.be@gmail.com Tel: 416-469-2446
employees were paid 60 euros fofo billion euros, rather than five knowledge of their rights and nq Edmonton cbc Hamilton Ctee. CPC
workinthe last election-afractionpjllion as calculated. The Means of enforcing them. Thq cox ot = o 22l S o 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
Tel: 905-548-9586
Calgary CPC

Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC

Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Tel/fax: 902-542-7981

Saskatchewan CPC

Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

of what other public servants gotgovernment is reported to beddoption of the International

“We asked for dignified pay,” discussing making extra changeg-abour Organisation’s (ILO)
he said. “If the country has nothat were not announced inConvention no.189 on Domesti
money, it can’tjust be for us while Ho|lande’s manifesto, possibly by Workers gives these workers th
Interior Ministry employees get paying contributions for workers f1ght to form unions and enjo
1,800 euros - that's three monthsgn maternity and/or sick leave. decent working conditions, bu
salary for a municipal garbage the convention must be ratified

J
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Massive corporate blitz tilt s Ireland's treaty vote

the knee andtug the forelock. Theysections of the trade unionthe European Stability doing anything about it, except
stood up for themselves, theirmovement, those who activelyMechanism, will provide neither to hold on to the coat-tails of
A low turnout of just 50% in families, their communities, and campaigned for a Yes vote as welstability nor growth, nor will it Germany in the hope of a few
Ireland’s May 31 referendum ontheir country,” said a statementas those who sat silent, refusing tprovide a solution to the deep crisicrumbs of relief.
the EU Fiscal Treaty showed how oppose the Labour Party line.atthe heartofthe system. Itwillin “There is clearly now a
the deckis stacked against working Increasingly they will become fact deepen their crisis. The debsignificant platform on which to
people in Europe. The massiv redundant, as the new situatiortrisis, both in this state andbuild a real people’s resistance to
pro-treaty blitz won a “yes” vote will require greater leadership andhroughout the EU, is but athis government and the EU. The
of 60%, or just 3 out of 10 potentia more radical solutions than thosesymptom of the deeper crisis offorces are building for a new

PV Vancouver Bureau

voters. they are clearly capable ofthe systemitself. direction for our country, toreplace

This headline in thigish Times understanding, never mind “The socialised corporate fear with hope, to turn anger into
newspaper pointed to what" providing. debt will not go away, and thisenergy for building a different
ahead: “Bad news back on agent PE“MANE“' “Thistreaty, alongwithitstwin, government is incapable ofcountry: anlIreland of equalitys
now vote is over”.

The Irish government will now
move ahead on property ta
increases and water charges, whi
will hit many homeowners in the
pocketbook. The coming week
will also see crucial talks with
trade unions, on issues such as ¢

AUSTERITY | Grassy Narrows still suffers
AHEAD from mercury poisoning

called “reforms” to sick leave Special to PV northwestern Ontario. Cqmmercial_fishi_ng in the
benefits for public sector Dr. Harada found that 59 perWabigoon-English River system
employees. More than 40 years after acentof 160 people he examined irwas outlawed in 1970 after it was
Responding to the outcome, tw2> Dryden, Ontario paper mill was the area have been impacted bygiscovered that the Dryden Pulp
of Ireland’s left parties said the caught dumping mercury into amercury poisoning. As well, 44 & Paper dumped the effluent
struggle for progressive from the CPI. river through the Grassy Narrowsper cent of people aged 21 to 41 from mercury-laden slimicides
alternatives is far from over. “Manywhovoted Yesdidsoout First Nations, area residentsborn after commercial fishing directly into the river for more
Workers’ Party President of fear and trepidation about what continue to suffer from mercury ended - have been impacted.  than eight years in the 1960s.
Michael Finnegan calls the 60%the future holds. What the result Poisoning. Health Canada stopped testing Leaders of the Grassy

“yes” vote “a pyrrhic victory for shows is not the will of the people A report on the situation wasfor mercury in Grassy NarrowsNarrows First Nations are

the government and thebutthefearofthe people. Whilethe released on June 4, written byresidents years ago, claiming thatlemanding that the Ontario

establishment,” as wider events irgovernment may have secured a Dr- Masazumi Harada, alevelsofthecontaminanthavefallergovernment acknowledge

Europe are already overtaking theres vote, they have most surely Japanese mercury expert whdelow its safety guidelines. Butmercury poisoning in Grassy

decision. The Yes vote, saidlost the trust that the people had first visited Grassy Narrows in Harada has found that everNarrows and pay compensation

Finnegan, was achieved onlyplaced inthem. Thisis particularly 1975 and has returnedresidents whose mercury leveldothose affected. They alsowant

through a campaign of threat andrue for the Labour Party. What periodically. The report outlines were within Health Canada limitsto see the river cleaned, and a

avoidance of the real issues. awaits them at the next election is the long-term effects on peopleare still experiencing including permanent Grassy Narrows-run
“Sadly”, he said, “this vote will the same fate that befell the Green Who live along the Wabigoon- unsteadiness, tremors, and sensognvironmental health moni

be used to justify and bolsterParty and Fianna Fail. English River system in impairment. toring centre.®

permanent austerity and loss of “Thisis equally true of leading

financial and political sovereignty.

However, it exposes the class

nature ofthe treaty - anissue which = - -

maenseeintees Communist Partieswin'l 1

turnout. The working class vote

was solidly against the treaty but

the previous experiences of many . . .

wiisiiaiiate - seats In Syrian elections

votes had been disregarded and

their decisions set aside has led to

disengagement with the political y S. Saleh Waziruddin 80 independents were elected. which in the past included of Trotskyism. The PFCL also
process and, accordingly, reducet? ) The results announcement wasonsultation between the partiesncludes a 1957 split of the Syrian
the NO vote. The first Syrian parliamentary delayed in some areas because @f the NPF and had the Front'sSocial Nationalist Party

“The Yes campaign was builtelections under the newappeals filed about violations ofname instead of “National Unity (“Intifada” or uprising), whose
on a platform of money, fear andconstitution, passed by 90% ofthe election law, and re-countsList”, but said that it expects theparent party isan NPF member, as
outright distortion. The huge voters in a referendum with 57%were conducted in some pollingnew parliament to be a tool forwell as independent legislators
financial resources available to thé¢urnout, concluded in May with stations. The Communist Party ofprogress. including some trade unionists.
Yes campaign, the fact that theseat gains for Syria’'s CommunistSyria (B) reported over 21 A rival coalition called the The PFLC appealed election
electorate was not persuaded biRarties. The elections had a turnoutiolations in Aleppo, including the Popular Front for Change andresults across Syria and has called
threatened with dire consequencesf 51% (active duty military and names of Communist candidates.iberation (PFCL) is led by Qadri for nullifying the vote. At the
of a failure to vote for the Treaty, police were ineligible) and votersbeing crossed out from theJamil, one of the drafters of theopening of the first session of the
together with a persistentelected 250 representatives fronNational Unity List at one polling new constitution. Jamilwas electechew parliament, Jamil rose to a
misrepresentation of the contenfl6 geographic constituencies. Thestation. The CPS(B) filed two as an independent but leads thpoint of order and led a walkout by
of the treaty and what it means fomajority of seats are reserved fomappeals to the SupremePeople’sWillParty,thelegalnamethe PFLC.
the people of Ireland and Europegategory “A”, required to be Constitutional Court about theseof the National Committee forthe  Six parties aligned neither with
has undermined the democratiovorkers or peasants as defined byiolations, one of which challengedUnity of Syrian Communists, the NPF or the PFCL ran 81
wishes of working people. It haslabour laws, and the remainingthe right of a winning candidate toformed after they were expelledcandidates but did not win any
also underlined the true clasgepresentatives are elected abe classifiedincategory Abecauséromthe CPS(B)under accusationseats.®
character of the EU and thecategory “B” from the other he was a lawyer, although a law
political parties which support classes. professor.
austerity.” The Communist Party of Syria  The Communist Party of Syria

The Workers’ Party leader (Bagdash) ran 30 candidates (18U) criticized the new parliament
predicts “afurther vicious onslaughtin category A) in 15 constituenciesfor having only 12% (30) women,
against workers at the hands of thand elected eight, an increase ofvhereas previously women made
ruling class”, but also believes thathree from the previous parliamentup 18% of the legislature, and said
the large “no” vote offers an The Communist Party of Syriait would have preferred the
opportunity to demonstrate that(Unified) elected three elections to be held under better
capitalism is inherently unstablerepresentatives, reporting that itsircumstances because of the
and unsustainable, and that “theandidates’ individual votesviolence in the country which
only alternative for workers is to amounted to 13% of the total, withlimited the turnout. The CPS(U)
dismantle the present economid¢he most popular candidatecriticized some parties for
system and construct a socialistvinning 300,000 votes. boycotting the election, calling this
future.” Voters cast ballots for aninappropriate tactic based on a

The Communist Party of Irelandindividual candidates, but weremiscalculation thatthe government
congratulated the hundreds ofrovided atthe polling station withwould fall from a boycott, and Herbert Nnrman, Cold War victim
thousands whorejectedruling clasthe “National Unity List” with criticized these parties for Mystery stil surrounds the death of Herbert Narman, the
intimidation to vote against the candidates from parties in thecontinuingtotake positionswhich | capadian diplomat who steppad off a nine-stary roof In Cairo o
“permanent austerity treaty.” National Progressive Front (NPF),*hinder every effort to resolve a | his death in 1957. The L5, Senate was investigating Norman

“Once again the working classwhichincludes the two Communistconsensual peaceful solution to | on espunags charges, despite his having been clearsd by the
came out in their hundreds ofParties aswellasthe Arab Socialisthe crisis, and encourage terrorist| F&MF Some speculated that conservative senators and the
thousands to vote No, as did manja‘ath (Renaissance) Party andicts and calls for foreign EH'_&‘:[jl“z'ﬂe{j?‘E;';;’;gr'H'r'lf‘u‘;‘ﬂlf;":H’Irr‘“l‘:‘.::ﬂ;”ﬁ”d':l"dr“'
small business people, self-eight others. Only 41 of thoseintervention in all candour.” The | suucessvcsunscssssnassnannssnsansnsnnsannnsnnnss
employed, family farmers, and theelected were incumbents from theParty also criticized the process of | 1957: Cold War hysteria unfairly destroyed many careers.
unemployed - all refusing to bendprevious parliament, and more thafforming the joint electoral list,

DWriiams 342
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Consequences of economic liberalization in Iran

From Nameh Mardom,
central organ of the Tudeh
Party of Iran, May 21, 2012
(abridged)

Economic liberalizationin Iran
has had an enormous impact o
the livelihood and job security of| §
the working class and othern&
working people. Official reports
and data reveal the plight of
working people all across the
country. Everyday there are ne
reports of extensive layoffs,
prevalence of temporary contractJi
and forcefully signed blank i
contracts.

A report by the Iranian Mehr

Striking workers in Iran.

Law, in every year, a working for the trade rights and interest of
family has not been able to balancavorkers without the fight against
its expenses and income. Frequerthe anti-popular policies of the
price hikes have exacerbated thisuling reaction is not possible. In
situation.” other words, there is an inherent
Examination of the official andintegrallink betweenthetrade
statistics of the “Central Bank of unions and the political struggle.
the Islamic Republic of Iran” For this fundamental reason, the
shows that the actual wages ofabour movementin Iran needs to
workers, considering inflation, arestrengthen its ranks and brace its
much lower than the nominal paidties with the general national
wage... The living standards of thestruggle of the people.
working class and other working It goes without saying that the
people have sharply dropped. effective union struggle does not
ILNA reported just before May happen in a vacuum and is not
Day 2012: “60% inflation in some unrelated to the balance of forces
consumeritems has made the lives af the political scene, but occursin
workers much harder. Consideringhe context of the current political

News Agency on April 27 points the same period, more than 2,70&vages are under the poverty linehow many days worth of their paydevelopments and class make-up
out the official approval of the businesses were operating undeBuch wages will choke thethey have to spend just to buy onef society. The secretto success of
government, giving full authority to critical conditions; just in the large manufacturing industry.” With the kilogram of imported frozen meatorthe labour movement is to pay
state institutions and agencies to laynanufacturing units, morethan 12%new wave of staggering pricea dozen eggs, one could picture theareful attention to political trends
off workers with less than one yearof contract workers were laid off.” increases in recent weeks, thdivelihood of workers.” and the struggle against the
employment: “In the new Iranian  This extensive wave of layoffs subject of fair wages has once more Examining the challenges andtheocratic tyranny that dominates
year (since March 21st,2012),somand prevalence of temporarybecome aserious and heated debatdfficulties thatworking people are the political superstructure of the
ofthe state departments have alreadyontracts and blank contracts that Sharghnewspaper reported onfacing, the direct relation betweenparasitic, brokerage-based and
started to “adjustthe workers are May 6 that “With the increasedthe dominance of the non-non-productive economy and
workforce’... . . . forced to sign gap between the minimum wageproductive economy and theeconomic relations of the country.
(There are now) '‘With the increasing gap (cyrrently and the subsistence basket of debilitation of industry, and the Without a broader alliance in
dilemmas of between incomes a"f’ encompassing working family in recent years, exacerbation of the lives of thethe current union movement,
temporary and expenses,thegovernment’s gno oftheentire with the increasing gap betweerworkers could clearly be without tying and meshing
short-term $216/month minimum . iorce) has incomes and expenses, theecognized.More accurately, intheogether the trade and the political
contracts, and the wage for this year will 54y ersely governmentsratified $216/monthassessment of the current protestiruggles, and without an effective
loss of job security €over only about 40 % of impacted the minimum wage for this year will movement of the workers, theirconfrontation against the socio-
as a result, and the expenses, and the \5ionmovement cover only about 40% of the demands, the level of organizatioreconomic policies of the
increased pressure workers are faced_w:th 4  poth quanti expenses, and the workers aref workers, and issues like thesetheocratic regime, the current dire
of employers on 3130 shortage which has  tatiyely and faced with a $130 shortage whictthe devastating role of the socialsituation will continue, and the
workers... The forced 50% Qf ”zem to qualitatively. has forced 50% of them to seek &conomical policies of the workers and working people of
ratification of the Seek a second job. T h e second job. Inpastyears, despitetheocratic regime of Iran shouldiran will remain deprived of their
cabinet to allow overwhelming 9to20% increase inthe minimumnot be overlooked or under-rights and at the same time, be
signing of up to 80% temporary majority of experts agree that withwage of the workers and thoseestimated. vulnerable to the wide-ranging
contracts, highlights the trend in thethe second phase of the so-calledho are covered under the Labour As such, a successful strugglettacks of capitalisme

growth in such contracts... A*“targetedsubsidies” (liberalization
spokesperson of employers said thaif economy and prices) a major
on average, 40% of publicportion of the industrial workers
employees have been hired for leswill lose their jobs and will be
than one year, and a few statéossed in the long line of the
departments and offices have alreadynemployed. This is the root cause
announced that they no longer needf the unpaid wages in almost all of
those employees and no mor¢he service and manufacturing
contracts would be renewed.” industries.

According to statistics  Onone hand, the dominance of
published by the state institutionsthe parasitic and non-production
ofthe Islamic Republic, in the pasteconomy [importing with oil
year, more than 100,000 workerslollars] will drive the industries to
have been laid off. The Iranianbankruptcy and slump, and with

Toronto City Hall, Sept. 21-23, 2012
labour news agency ILNAreportedthe economic liberalization, the

on April 23 that “the general cost of production will increase  Unions and solidarity groups North America. Postal WorkersMarie Clarke
secretary of the "House ofand therefore the pressure ofrom across Canada, together with Testimonials will include Walker, Canadian Labour
Workers'has declared the situatiorworkers will increase; and on thethe Canadian Network on Cubawitnesses to the suffering cause€ongressisaac SaneyProfessor,
ofindustries in Iran as critical andother hand, the low level of wagesand La Table de concertation déo Cubans and other people byDalhousie University, Halifax;
said that according to official is driving millions of working solidarit¢ de Québec-Cuba, anderroristattacks on Cuba, the unjusrnold August, writer, Montreal;
statistics, 100,000 workers lostfamiliestothe verge of devastationparticipants from five countries, aretrial in Miami and “payment of Raymundo Navarro, Central de
their jobs in 1,000 companies.”  Earlier this year, ILNA pointed convoking the Peoples’ Tribunaljournalists” during the trial, the Trabajadores de Cuba (CTC);
ILNA also reported on May 1 out the dire situation: “Late last& Assembly in recognition of the horrendous sentences given to thBernie Dwyer,documentary film
that “As a result of not paying theyear, the High Council of Labour grievous nature of the human andCuban Five” and the violation of producer, IrelandDra. Digna
planned subsidies toindustry, in theatified a (disgraceful) minimum civil rights violations committed International Law by the United Castaneda,Cuba;Julian Rivas,
last year, 300 manufacturingwage, depriving the workers ofagainst five Cuban men. States government regarding thgournalist, Venezuel&yes Elliott,
companies went bankrupt, and irearning a decentwage. The current Unfairly imprisoned for almost inhumane treatment, the denial ofzrand River Territory;Keith
14 years, with no justice attained irvisitation rights to family members, Bolender,freelance journalistand
the U.S. judicial system and withand the protection of well known author, TorontoRichard Klugh,
all legal options being exhaustedterrorists by the U.S. governmentLawyer for the Cuban Five, USA;
we denounce the unjust trial and The Peoples’ Assembly will Ken Neumann,National Director
incarceration of five Cuban heroesdevelop and adopt an extensivéor Canada, United Steelworkers;
René Gonzales, Gerardoplan of action to pressure theStephen Kimber, Professor of
Hernandez, Antonio Guerrero,Canadian government andJournalism, University of Kings
Ramon Labanino and Fernandespecially President Obama of th&ollege, HalifaxAlicia Jrapko,
Gonzalez, whotried to defend theitUnited States to provide visitationInternational Committee to Free
country against terrorist actsvisasforthe families and ultimatelythe Cuban Five, USA.
originating from U.S. soil. release the Cuban Five and allow SPONSORSUnited Food and
The Peoples’ Tribunal’'s them to return to their homeland.Commercial Workers - United
purpose is to: ATTENDING: Family  Steelworkers, Canada - Canadian
) Act as a forum for educationmembers of the “Cuban Five”; Union of Postal Workers -
d appeal; Livio Di Celmo, victim of terror, Canadian Network on Cuba -
Break the silence of theMontreal, Quebec;Danny International Council of Latin
mainstream Media,; Glover, actor, USA;Gloria La  American and Caribbean Women-
(c) Render a ruling based onRiva, Free The Five, National LATIN@S - The Worker to
testimonials, which have beenCommittee-USA,; Cindy Worker, Canada-Cuba Labour
disregarded in the U.S. CourtSheehananti-war activist, USA; Solidarity Network - CarranzalLLP
System. Libby Davies, NDP-MP, - Canadian Cuban Friendship
Although the Tribunal’s ruling Vancouver Eastfony Woodley, Association-Toronto.
will not be legally or judicially UNITE the UNION, UK; José For further information on this
binding, it will have the moral Pertierra, Lawyer, Washington, historic event, pleasse visit http:/
force and suasion of the outrage oD.C.; Denis Lemelin, National /canadiannetworkoncuba.ca/
concerned women and men oPresident, Canadian Union oftribunal. @

Breaking the Silence

Peoples’ Tribunal & Assembly:
Justice for the Five

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five

Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5th da
of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that heg Fr
the Cuban Five:

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Phone 1-202-456-1111

Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca
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Casserole revolt....
neighbourhood, working class forSuddenly the flashing lights of AI[«elN\Y/<IM={®:
generations. There, in the maimpolice cars were up ahead. Ablack ot Fiim Night, “Made in

intersection of Pie IX and Ontario,mass appeared before for us - is agenham”, on 1968 Ford strike

whatever it would take for a year- . X :
a pots and pans demonstration ahe riot cops, come miles out Offorgenderequity Sunday, June

long freeze [of tuition], politically : s . Jur
the government cannot, [evenseveral hundred was marchingdlowntown for us? No, it was 74 "7 pm, Centre for Socialist

though] our argument is logical along. the roaql._lt was the end ohnother. demonstration, jOinir,‘gEducation, 706 Clark. Free,
and it stands my trip, but | joined them as wearms with us from the opposite.| 604-255-2041 for info.

headed up the street, steadilgirection. Almost a thousand
. . swelling in size.
An |deolog|cal Everywhere were children. Andrain, banging away.
struggle I noticed the familiar chants from
the night demos had changed Solidarity is the way
The bargaining table reportfrom “La loi matraque! On s’en
details the compromise agreementabarnack!” (fuck the hammer This kind of unity shows the . .
that the students are willing to pulaw!) and “La loi speciale! On s’en way forward not just for Quebec,Latin  American Dinner,
forward: a tuition freeze of two calice!” (The speciallawis shit)to but the rest of Canada tooroceeds to PV Fund, 7 pm,
years, increased bursaries, and‘d.a loi speciale! On s’en Increasingly, the progressiveSat., July 7, $15, organized by
major broad public discussion andCasserole!” movements of Quebec and the restergio Montivero Club CPC.
debate (Estates General) aboutthe We weaved through a side roadof Canada are paying attention tGueeme
future of public education in People were leaning out of theireach other and talking. For th
Quebec. windows in every building to cheer firsttime, a CLASSE spokespersorMarxism Course , to register
The Charest government,us on. We jammed traffic and theaddressed the congress of ther for info, contact Communist
however, refused to accept even drivers beeped their horns inCanadian Federation of StudentsParty of Canada, 586-7824 or
one-year freeze and offered solidarity while the passengers The question of a united pancpc-mb@changethe-
“poison-pill” arrangement, where gave us high fives. The skyCanadian strategy is comingworldmb.ca.
the students and their families payarkened. It started to rain. Then iforward.
for their own freeze through thebegan to pour. In Quebec, the question is JESIMOEIHEIIEEMO)N
elimination of education tax . . how do we continue thes« ” i
credits. Ultimately, afteroverlOOA river in the mobilization? Can we countonlysgcgi?ggteerﬁgoﬁg?%éd éirggz
days on strike, the tuition increasestreets on the coming election? The ideg,, ;sic and dancing éunday
would be $1 less. Then the of a social and political general j,4e 17 2-6 pm 17,60 Ridgé
government broke the We lost the “baby-block” but strike by labour (and advancedgy Ridgéway(Ft.’Erie).Special
negotiations. the march continued into the blackoy the Communist Party of 5 ests: Cuban Ambassador
The social crisis created by thisnight, back onto the main road. ItQuebec and the Youngtgresita Vicente Sotolongo
intransigence has polarized thevas a torrential rain, a poundingCommunist League) has takerbonsulGeneralJorgeSoberoﬁ
people. In Quebec City and someain. Young men took off their hold in many progressive CirCIeS'LuiS.COSt$1O information and/
of the regions, people areshirtsand little girls dancedintheThe strategy is a difficult one for . Rsvp to bave (905-382-
denounced inthe streetfor wearingpuddles. Then water couldn’tlabour, but the experience °f3468), or by email

continued from page 7

: : La Pena Latinoamericana, 8
people were in the road, in thepm, Friday, June 29, and last
Friday evening each month, 706
Clark Drive, $10 admission, all
welcome, organized by La

Trova Nuestra.

mood is of solidarity and support,We were marching through ano other route than mass struggle.

What's Left

ccfaniagara@yahoo.ca.
Canadian Cuban Friendship
Association of Niagara.

Toronto, ON

Annual People’s Voice BBQ,

2-5 pm, Sat., June 23 (rain or
shine), 58 Albany Ave. (one
street east of Bathurst, north of
Bloor). Meat and vegetarian
dishes, $20/person, $10 for
students, low- and unwaged,
children under 12 free.
Sponsored by Davenport Club
CPC, please RSVP to let us
knowyou are coming, 416-536-
6771, omayasim@sympatico.ca.
Honouringthe Moncada: July
26th Cuban Event and
Celebrating the 35th
Anniversary of the CCFA
Toronto, Sunday, July 29, 11
am-3 pm, buffet brunch, salsa
dance lessons, live band &
more. Tickets $26 advance, $35
at door, Lula Lounge, 1585
Dundas St. West. Call Liz 416-
654-7105 or Sharon 905-951-
8499. Sponsored by Canadian-
Cuban Friendship Assoc.
Toronto, www.ccfatoronto.ca.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

as | sawwhen my bike rolled downriver. And in this path, we will need to
Pie IX avenue into Hochelaga. The water poured down so harddeepen and develop our solidarity
Hochelaga is a poorerl could only just see forward. across the countrye

In their own words: NDP
praises British monarchy

the red square. Butin Montreal thedrain into the sewers fast enoughEurope shows that the people have

to the House of Commons by MRvho wear the uniform has beenwho wish her the very best, long
Peter Stoffer (Sackville-Easternnothing short of absolutely continued health and long
Shore, NDP). fantastic. Her love and her respectontinued success. It is we a;

Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon.for the men and women of theCanadians who thank the Quee
Minister of Citizenship and service and those who becomédor her service, for she truly ha
Immigration [Jason Kenny] for his veterans is truly an example thatlone God'’s work on the throne o
wonderful grace to our graciouswe can all take to understand thaEngland and the throne of Canad
gueen, Her Majesty Queendemocracyisnotfree,thatfreedonand that of the Commonwealth,
Elizabeth. is not free. It is those men andShe truly has been a symbol o

... When we look at the historywomen who are willing to sacrifice hope, truth, justice, charity and
of Queen Elizabeth and herall for king and country and queenlove.

AMERICAN
DINNER

Centre for Socialist Education
Excerpts from a June 4 speectsupport for the men and womerCanadian subjects of the Queeg 7 06 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC

Saturday, July 7

Doors open 7:00 pm

Cost:

Organized by Sergio Montivero Club,
Communist Party of Canada

$15

family, it is truly an amazing andcountry,andwhytheydowhat On behalf of our leader and all
history to be able to live in thethey do is truly tremendous. HerNew Demaocrats across the countr
time of her life and see what sheespect for them is truly and on behalf of Her Majesty’s
has done from June 2, 1952, on ttremendous... Loyal Opposition, we say God save
today and for the years to come. Nowthatshe celebrates her 60tlour Queen and may she live alon
She has been a symbol of gracgear on the throne, it is we asand glorious life. God blesse
and a symbol of wondrous
achievementin what she has dond: . . .
With her respect for all peoples, P I V d dI j;
all religions, all languages, the eop e S Olce ea Ine‘
Commonwealth, family and,
above all, her faith, she has beep
what | would call a beacon of
light and a beacon of hope for al
people, not just of the
Commonwealth but of the world.
She has truly lived her life in the
service of her country and the
Commonwealth. That is much to
the chagrin of many people.
People in the United States, fo
example, would love to have
someone like Queen Elizabeth a
their head of state, as she trul
resembles tradition fromlong ago
As someone who was liberateq
by the Canadian military and he
allies, the Brits, the Poles and thd
Americans, | can say her undying

July 1-31 issue: Thursday, June 21
August 1-31 issue: Thursday, July 19
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

The Communist Party & CL will have
a contingent again this year in the Pride
Toronto march, and you’re invited!

Sunday, July 1

Meet at 1:15 pm outside the
Sherbourne Subwayehion
and look for our ed banners!

Fight for Full Equality, Peace & Socialism!

Join Us
for
Pride
2012
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Ottawa hit s the street s in solidarity

with colourful banners and slogangue? A nous les rues!”
were joined by trade unionists Alex Dugas, spokesperson forhaving affordable post secondarywWhistle Symphony No. 1 in F
The Student Federation of thewaving union flags, and by socialthe Strike Committee of the education for everyone... not justmajor (for fightback). The march
University of Ottawa took the lead activists from community basedUniversity of Quebec/Outaouais,
in organizing a May 29 march ingroups. noted that the strike had been going
support of the Quebec student The crowd grew steadily to overfor more than 100 days. He mocke
strike against tuition increases,700, with people coming from the Charestregime, which hadtrie
with the backing of Ottawa’s every direction. By the time to force the students from the
Solidarity Against Austerity Priscillia Lefebvre, a Carleton streets with Bill 78. The
collective as well as trade unionsUniversity grad student and Vice-government had wanted the
and community groups. President of CUPE 4600, begarstudents to go back to school, t¢
The battle against the Charesher opening remarks, the drumslearn.
austerity regime was sparked irpots and pan symphony was well But Dugas exclaimed that thef®
March 2011 when Financetuned and ready to go. strike has been a great teache]
Minister Bachand announced Lefebvre reminded us that weThe students have learned to fig
plans to increase tuition fees bywere gathered on uncededor social justice, democratic
$325 annually over five years,Algonquin territory, and rights, and culture.
beginning September 2012. Lastvelcomed everyone who had We have learned, Dugas said
August, student unions andcome to support the “Quebecto “say NO to the concept of a
federations began organizing taUprising”, which unleashed university that serves only the
resistthe increases. By Novembethunderous applause. She drewnterestof a very small minority of
2011, the Canadian Press reportealttention to the fact the Quebegowerful people!” The strike had
that “more than 200,000 collegestudents had the lowest tuitionshown the students and the peopleUPW President Denis Lemelin speaks to the crowd at the
and university students voted infees in the country, the result ofthe face of neo-liberalism and justOttawa rally in solidarity with striking Quebec students.
favour of “boycotting classes™ ayears of struggle for accessibilitywho the police were protecting.

By Larry Wasslen, Ottawa

increase in tuition fees: “Itis aboutthat he could hear the Pan/Drum/

euphemism of the press wherto education. Pointing to theThe crowd erupted with shouts offor the students of today but for allproceeded into the market area
referringto the student strike whichcommon cause between studenttShame! Shame!”

began on Feb. 13, 2012.

future generations of students.” and across the bridge into

and workers in Quebec and in Hesaidthatthe people gathered “Let us continue to resist until Gatineau. Some people on the

The Ottawa event took onCanada, she asked the crowd ifor the Ottawa march were inthe government agrees to ousidewalks joined the demo while

greater importance with the
imposition of the anti-democratic
“special law” Bill 78. This law

would force demonstrators to
inform police of their intent to

hold a demonstration, give the
intended route and duration of &
march of 50 or more people,
impose draconian fines on
organizations and individuals, anc
allow the police to declare any
demo illegal.

Across Canada in recent weeks, hundreds
of rallies and "casseroles" (pots and pans
protests" have been held to express
solidarity with the Quebec student strike.
Here is a report on one example of this
important social movement.

terms,” said Smoke, “until the many received and displayed the
Government has guaranteed td&Red Square patch which has come
protect post-secondary for the longo symbolize the student strike.
term!” Once in Quebec the march
Roxanne Dubois, National headed for the Palais de Justice
Chair of the Canadian Federatioowhere Anne-Marie Roy, V-P
of Students, emphasized thatCommunications ofthe Federation
governments across the countrypf Students at University of
are abandoning the youth by failingOttawa, and Denis Lemelin,
to address the lack of funding inPresident of the Canadian Union
every province. This has resultecbf Postal Workers, again
in ever increasing tuition fees anddemonstrated the student-working

A festive crowd of all ages theywould take the streets. Agairsolidarity with locked-outworkers, a mountain of student debt. Duboislass alliance which has been
gathered in Confederation Parkthere was thunderous applausewyith workers who have lost their declared that the CFS “was unitedyrowing during this battle.

the site of the peaceful Occupyand the cry went out!Whose jobstoausterity acrossthe countrywith students in Quebec in

“Everywhere in Canada

Ottawa protest of 2011. Studentstreets? Our Streets! A qui lesand with those being forced backdefeating Bill 78, in cancelling education is under attack,” said
to work, the CP Rail workers. Heonce and for all tuition fee hikes.” Roy, noting that the University of

completely without funding.

explicitly stated that the student
strike had become a populaiintensify the struggle beyondyet again, and that 41% of the
struggle, a class struggle againdreezing tuition. “Let us be clear,” University’s budget comes from
the privileged few! Whistles, pots, Dubois explained, “once thistuition fees. How long will it be,
pans, and drums beat ferociouslyfbattle] is done our work is not she asked, before universities
Patrick Smoke, the Aboriginal over. We will continue to fight become private institutions?
Representative at the Canadiamintilwe getfree educationinevery Denis Lemelin saluted the
Federation of Students, explainedingle province in this country!” crowd, saying this is “solidarity in
the 2% cap on federal funding forThe potand pan symphony eruptedction.” He outlined the general
the Post Secondary Supporin support of this democratic attack on democratic and labour
Program which helps First Nationdemand.
and Inuit students complete their
post-secondary education. Moremarch began was Robyn Bensoregime, including legislation which
than 10,000 are waiting for fundingthe newly elected President of théhas gutted the right to negotiate
of any kind, while many go Public Service Alliance of Canada.collective agreements. Lemelin

gives you the latest on the

people’s

She concluded with a call toOttawa budget raises tuition fees

rights which has become the
The final speaker before thehallmark of the Austerity Harper

She underlined that “education iscalled on the people to take to the

Smoke highlighted that this wasa public service, an investment instreets to defend our rights.
not simply a battle over a 75%our future generations,” just as The march continued through

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE

public services provided by PSACdowntown Gatineau to
are aninvestmentin “the commondemonstrate to the people of
good”. Quebec that we are with them in
“PSAC stands proudly in their struggle. It wound its way
solidarity with the student back across the bridge to the
movement in Quebec and speakbniversity of Ottawa, where
out strongly against Bill 78,” said students had organized two
Benson. “We cantake tothe streetdemonstrations against the
and we can be heard!” Administration’s raising tuition a
The crowd then began its marcHurther 5 per cen®

fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue!
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with the slogans, “So So So
Solidarity!”, and “Whose streets?
Our Streets!” Two bannersled th
militants into the street. The
Solidarity Against Austerity
banner read “Student Strike: La
Lutte Populaire”, and the workers’
banner supplied by CUPW stated
“Capitalism doesn’'t work for
workers! CUPW-STTP.”

In a show of defiance, the route
ofthe march through the downtow
core of Ottawa was not given to
authorities. People in apartments
and offices showed their suppor
by waving red items from their
balconies, or by banging pots and
pans. The demo stopped at th
office of “Austerity Harper”, so

People's
Voice
Fund

Drive -
have you
sent your
donation?




