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Stop the attack on “from
democracy in Quebec pis

®

. Here are some of the mosbrganizer, must make sure thaassociations must employfineswilldouble foreach “repeat
draconian sections of Bill 78,the event complies with the“appropriate means” to induceoffence”. If one class is lost

I the Charest Liberal parameters handed to police.their members to not directlybecause of a demonstration, or
government’s legislation Every waged person onor indirectly disrupt classes.any action, the student
against the Quebec studentampuses is subject to théOffering encouragement forassociation will lose the

" strikers. provisions. This is particularly someone to protest at a schookquivalent of a semester of
Section 16 says the policeaimed at university teacherseither tacitly or otherwise, is student fees as well as its office
" must be informed eight hourswho have supported thesubjectto punishment. space.

. inadvance and inwriting aboutstudents, refusing to give The Minister of Education, Police can break up
any demonstration, includingclasses and joining the pickeRecreationand Sport may ordefunauthorized” assemblies of
O I I Ce the duration and route of thelines. Some have been arrestean educational institution, larger than 50 people.
protests, for actions larger tharat demonstrations, or have beenotwithstanding any contrary Finesalso apply to the labour
50 or more people. (Thescooped by police from within provision, to stop collecting movement if it actively

Liberals increased the numbethe campus. student association fees. supports the students.
S a e from the original proposal of Section 13 and 14 says that Ifthereisademonstrationthat Bill 78 removes the legal
eight people). no one can “directly or isunauthorized, the fine will be:requirement for colleges to

Section 17 says thatindirectly contribute” to $1,000-$5,000 for individual deliver 82 days of classes to

organizers, or even a studentlelaying classes or denyingprotesters; $7,000-$35,000 focomplete a session, giving

aW association taking part in theaccess to them. organizers; $25,000-$125,00Qcolleges the power to change
march without being its Section 15 says studenfor student associations. Theséheir schedule.
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Radical Handmaids 9 Cuban women

Tory backbenchers aim to wipe Greece & |re|and Re\ljgfﬁticcl)en(,:?/sgr?l srl_‘lt(iarr] t(r:]ﬁba

out reproductive rights for
Canadian women, but the Radical After rejecting pro-austerity parties, continue to be world leaders i
Handmaids rallied thousands to Greeks face yet another election, and the efort to win true social and
Parliament Hill last month, Irish voters are about to cast ballots economic equalitybut they know
warning that "we won't go back." on a "permanent austerity pact." that much remains to be done
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Solidarity trump s racism at Kanonhst aton rally

smoothly, with the some minor marchers testified that they had\ative residents of the area, inand others who wish to deny
exceptions. A local storeownerconnections in Caledoniathroughfavour of scaremongering and redCanada’s colonial past and present
On April 28, some 400 peopleslung a baseball bat over hisamily or friends. baiting. and hold onto racist, uninformed
marched through the small townshoulder as he watched the The marchers returned the Townspeople talked to theviews of First Nations people.
of Caledonia, Ontario to demanddemonstration pass his businesturses and pejoratives with peacenedia that day, and several locals The lines have been drawn in
justice for the Six Nations of the Many demonstrators understoodsigns, raised fists and waves of theaid they are supportive of SixCaledonia. Noton April 28 - rather,
Grand River Territory. this to be an intimidation tactic. hand. Nations. Schoolsin Caledoniaandhey have existed since the area
A grand coalition of people Before the march, local The solidarity crowd proceededin mosttowns in the area adjacentvas settled. The abuses that the
from all backgrounds and walks ofresidents had gathered on the side short distance to Kanonhstatonto the Grand River Territory havefederal and provincial govern-
life came to express solidarity withof the streets. While most wereThere, four Six Nations membersboth Native and non-Native ments have inflicted upon the Six
Six Nations. Many came from simply watching with curiosity, a stood upon a steel structure at thetudents. Six Nations memberdNations only led to a sharpening
other parts of the province, with ahandful had come out to opposeentrance, holding up flags andregularly shop in the surroundingofthe lines. Itled to aradicalization
significant presence from Torontothe solidarity demonstration. Thewelcoming their supporters. towns, and many non-Nativeof the racists, and to the
and Hamilton. Members of the Sixdemonstrators either politely At Kanonhstaton, a bouncyCanadians make regular visits tanobilization of all those who
Nations as well as non-Nativeacknowledged or simply ignoredcastle had been set up, food wathe reserve. believe in justice and equality.
residents of Caledonia and thehe hecklers. distributed, and rock band from Like any town, Caledoniaisnot The Communists know which
surrounding area counted them- As we drew nearer to the landCaledonia came out to perform,deologicallyhomogeneous. Thereside they are on, and few other
selves among the demonstratorsoccupied by Six Nations - orincluding songs by Rise Againstare those who believe in harmonythan the extreme right seem to
The demonstration wasKanonhstaton, “the Protectedand Sublime. peace and respectamong allpeopléave a problem with ite
peaceful, positive and vibrant.Place”, as it has been renamed - a In the aftermath, Vandermaa
Participants gathered in Edinburgrsmall crowd of opponents hadaccused demonstrators o
Square, on the north side of theyathered. Several were recognizetierrorizing” the town, taking no
Grand River. There, officers from as supporters of Gary McHale andesponsibility for reopening old [
the Ontario Provincial Police Mark Vandermaas, well-known wounds. He even acknowledged thig=J
walked through the crowd with instigators who run the groupscommunist presence: “Just seein
video cameras, recordingCanadian Advocates for Chartethe communist flag and banner fl
participants from the pro-Six Equality (CANACE), Caledonia was a great victory for us.”
Nations side. When one officerVictims Project and Voice of In fact, no flag was present.
came across two comrades fronCanada. Most participants in the
Hamilton’s Communist Partyand This group heckled the demonstrationwarmly welcomed]
Young Communist League, hedemonstrators, accusing them othe banner, and only a handful o
stopped and stood recording folbeing uninformed outsiders whoresidents outwardly opposed thé
several minutes. only came to the town to causecommunist presence.
Afterward, a fellow demon- trouble. However, among the True to form, Vandermaas
strator confronted the officer. A solidarity marchers were non-ignored what the solidarity
small crowd had gathered around\ative residents of Caledonia andlemonstration was about, i.e. unityThis OPP officer was challenged as he filmed the demonstration,
the man, who put his hand in frontthe surrounding area, and manypetween Six Nations and non-a common police intimidation tactic.
of the officer’s video camera, and
most started taking pictures o | |
A ALIONGY  PEOPLE'S VOICE FUND DRIVE: we're close to the 60% mark
defused and no further problems
resulted.
“Shortly after, youth from the Few PV readers will be only allocated more time to thethe Internet. One finding: the studentstrike, and to call for urgent
Six Nations used a megaphone tsurprised that the CBC givesConservatives than either GlobalCBC’s The Nationaldevoted 69 solidarity actions. See page 7 for
recite a Haudenosaunee (Iroquoispositive coverage to the Harpefor CTV, but we tended to treatpercent of the speaking time foran interview with CLASSE
prayer. Following this, the government. In fact, CBC newsthem more positively as well.”  parliamentarians to Conservativespokesperson Gabriel Nadeau-
demonstration proceeded dowrprograms are even more pro-Tory Stursberg used academidiPs - much higher than rival Dubois, and watch for ongoing
Argyle Street, over the iconic than those on Global and CTV. Aresearch from a 25-week period imetworks - and only 31 percent tareports in the weeks ahead.
Caledonia Bridge and through thenew book by Richard Stursberg, ahe 2009-10 season, includingopposition politicians. Our Fund Drive is nearing the
south side of the town. former head of CBC English 6,000 radio news stories, 7,500 Somuch forthe tired complaint60% mark as of mid-May. Since
The march generally proceededervices, shows that “the CBC notrV stories, and 2,400 stories orthatthe CBC is “too left-wing” - a our last issue, Ontario has moved
bizarre argument considering thaahead, with $12,373 raised

By Rick Gunderman

; ; ; the network is home to far-righttowards their goal. In British
Marklng 90th annlversary Of the Worklng CIaSS preSS cranks Rex Murphy, Don Cherry Columbia, the annual Mother’'s
and Kevin O’Leary. Day Pancake Breakfast organized

JUSTICE WILL BE DONE It remains important to have aby the Burnaby Club was again a

publicly-owned broadcaster, butbig success - thanks for the

|
" b | ‘ the CBC does not present alelicious meal and the donations!
on t me e progressive viewpoint. For that, Our next complete update on

we need to build working classthe Fund Drive will appear in the

media, especially People’s VoiceJune 16-30 issue, after our
with its solid socialist outlook.  People’s Voice Victory Banquet.
u a e s =] ] The best example of thisDoors open 6 pm, Saturday, June
_1 g = v perspective has beenourcoverage, at the Russian Hall, 600
;.':' '| %Y The Cuban gowernimam has, in affect, aaid “Flasds off” 10 Wakssguo
. .l -.I.l FIIUAY, JANTARY B (95 Americ can calk of :-u tiifg preibwis 0 Canrn mve  the' s .

= 8 of the heroic student strike inCampbell Ave., Vancouver. The
Butinia's strocity crminls, “Wa wam Erieedly nelitioni with the L - i wd  Quebec. This issue goes to prinBanquet will feature an Inter-
Peace lobby to press

P ex-disia
bt s D Fdel Gt i Havons, e wil e dose, s vos 2 sinsle i o) the 100th day of the strike,national Buffet, door prizes, live
for trade with China

B gl Whal & which has seen huge massnusic,andaspecial guest speaker:
dlen wins mobilizations, and brutal Vancouver and District Labour
repression by the state and th€ouncil President Joey Hartman.

e e Tt Al i io it e oo police. People’s Voice was theTickets are just $20 (or $10 low-
o ke dmmecey emay Wi g Jahing g - pircat first paper in English-speakingincome), from 604-254-9836 or at

Canada to begin reporting on thehe door. We’'ll see you theral

MRANE  [HS0E,
F

ME Ie

=
an Jesdegy Rave painisl r--------------------1

P R I Here's my contribution |

wot Cruniell, Suliy  of dhoss fhowsamds
¥ g, 1P Wat Wihin s ol Casirs's
Bi, Fhares ML

oA e
A par

o L | to the PV Fund Drive! !
Fishermen plan lobby - - ' |
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As shown by this page from the Pacific Tribune of Jan. 23, 1959, the communist press in Canada |
has been a staunch supporter of the Cuban Revolution from its beginnings. The PT reported on | City/town
the initial anti-imperialist steps by the new Cuban government formed after the overthrow of US-
backed dictator Fulgencio Batista. Other topics in this issue included coverage of a nation-wide I Prov Postal Code
general strike in Argentina, campaigns for job creation in Canada, and reports on the economic
progress achieved in the USSR and other socialist countries. Another commentary sharply I Sendyour contributionto:
criticized racist statements in a Vancouver Sun article which blamed “an influx of Negro || People's Wice 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1
Americans” for petty crime in the Clty S ——
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Labour movement slams anti-worker measures

measures will exert a “terrible less than 40% of unemployed
downward pressure” on all 3 workers are eligible for EI.

The labour movement hasworkers’ wages. Finance Minister Jim Flaherty
sharply condemned new anti- “Employers will benefit by says that recipients who pass up
working class measuresannounceddaving a pliable workforce “reasonable” job offers could lose
by the Harper Conservative federahvailable at a moment’s notice,” their El benefits.
government. commented Naveen Mehta Claiming that “there is no bad

At the heart of the Harperdirector of human rights with job”, Flaherty says he has “little
government’s 2012 budget is aUnited Food and Commercial| = & sympathy” for El recipients. He
“pay-less wage model” that isWorkers Canada (UFCW), who has used his own personal history
unfair to temporary workers from warned that the main thrust of the to make this argument, claiming
abroad and is designed to providéudget changesis to help busines that he once worked as a taxi driver
business with a pool of low-paid “Rather than further skewing and a hockey referee.
employees, Canadian LabouiCanada’s Temporary Foreign Conservative cabinet ministers
Congress representatives and oth&/orker Program to unfairly serve have frequently claimed that
activists said at an Ottawa newsmployers’ interests,” said Mehta Canadians are passing up jobs such
conference on May 15. “what is needed are stronge . . : = gid Pk as Christmas tree harvesting,

Effective immediately, the far- compliance, monitoring and = ' = forcing employers to bring in

reaching changes to Employmengnforcement measures to proteq foreign workers.
Insurance (EIl) and the Temporarymigrant workers' rights.” (IU /1 fﬂve v ge But NDP MPs have demanded
Foreign Worker Program (TFWP)  Alfredo Barahona, Migrantand ' more information on the planned
are buried in the federal governIndigenous Rights Program changes, which would compel the
ment’'s controversial omnibus Coordinatorwith KAIROS, added, unemployed to take jobs well
budget legislation being pushed‘nstead of focusing onfillinglong- prevailing local wage under somewhere you come from,” said below their skill level and previous
through Parliament by the Tories.term labour needs with short-termcircumstances. So far, the reducetfasmeen Khan of MIGRANTE- earnings.

The changes to TFWP permitworkers who don’tenjoy the samewage threshold measures do ndtanada, analliance of organizations NDP Leader Thomas Mulcair
employersto pay migrantworkersrights and protections as othempply to temporary farm workers. supporting Filipino migrants, who asked in the Commons, “Does the
up to 15% less, and employemworkers, Canadashould be nation- Human Resources Ministercomprise the largest number ofprime minister actually agree that
applications for these workers will building by bringing in workers as Diane Finley says the lower wagegemporary workers in Canada.ourteachers and our nurses should
be fast-tracked. permanent residents.” can be paid to temporary foreign‘Many people recognize the be taking jobs driving taxis rather

“Allowing employers faster ~ While the full details have beenworkers only if other Canadian majority of migrant workers are than being given a chance to look
access to migrant workers andslow to emerge, the changesmployees accept the same payeople of colour and oppose wagéor work in their own field?”
paying them less for their labourquickly raised alarms. But government officials admit discrimination based on race.” Inreply, PM Harper hasignored
sends a message that this The new regulations will allow that if a company once had Unionrepresentatives argue thathe fact that 1.4 million Canadians
government believes migrantemployersto pay temporary highly-Canadian employees who weréhe federal government should beare officially unemployed,
workers are notequal,” said Hassaskilled foreign workers up to 15 perbeing paid below the average locaéxpanding immigration quotas toclaiming that Canada’s job-
Yussuff, Secretary-Treasurer ofcent less (for low-skilled workers, wage, but no longer has Canadiaallow skilled foreign employees to creation record is among the best
the CLC. Yussuff said the newup to 5 per cent less) than thavorkers, temporary foreignstay permanently. Canada’sin the industrialized world, and
workers can be brought in aseconomic prospects are nothattherewillbe anongoinglabour
needed and paid at up to 15 peimproved by training thousands ofshortage for years to come.
cent below the local going rate. foreign workers and then throwing  Finley has sent a slightly

Lee Lorc h wins Distin Suls hEd The labour movement says théhem outofthe country after three onifferent message, downplaying

PV Vancouver Bureau

" government is creating anfouryears,saidthe UFCW's Mehta.concerns thatunemployed workers
Academlc Awal"d unwieldy, confusing and unfair ~ Thenews conference alsoraisedill be pressured to take distant,
system for determining the wagesoncerns about measures in thenskilled jobs. “Canadians will be
By Liz Hill, Toronto of temporary foreign workers, andbudget legislation to pressure Elexpected to take jobs appropria},te
that the new approachrecipients to lower their criteria to their skill level - in their area,
On May 9th, Lee Lorch was presented with an award from thigcriminates. for employment. The Tories wantFinley said. But big questions

Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT), which has overCanada’s laws don’t supportthe changes to “clamp down” onremain about how the new policies
66,000 members. The Distinguished Academic Award is CAUTgge discrimination based onEl claimants, despite the fact thatwill be implementede

highest honour and is given annually to an academic in recognition of

excellence in all aspects of academic life, scholarship, teaching and

SerL\J/is(ijzlly, the award is presented at the CAUT spring council, but SOI Id arlty Ag a.l nSt Au Sterlty

unfortunately, Professor Lorch’s health will not permit him to travel to . .
Ottawa. The award was presented at Toronto’s Bridgepoint Health Centre b | d Ott
with over thirty of Lee’s family, friends and colleagues present. Guests u I S I n a.wa.
included former Member of Parliament Jean Augustine, and two former
speakers of the Ontario Legislature, David Warner and Alvin Curling. Larry Wasslen, Ottawa to Quebec in a show of solidarityorganizing was done intheir “spare
In her remarks, Jean Augustine said Lee is a champion, a fighl? r, ' with the Quebec students’ strike.time”. The late addition of two
someone who has gone beyond, to support country and ensure thingsfRellowing Ottawa’s most  An impromptu speech of paid staff was highlighted as an
believed in would be heard. He worked with her in the Canada Cshbacessful May Day protest insolidarity between the labour andmportant element that greatly
Parliamentary group. recent memory, labour, student movements in a commorimproved efficiency in the last
“Lee lived a life that is full-service, and was always encouragintghmmunity, and student activistsbattle against austerity was giverweeks of planning for May Day.
nudging you in quiet fashion to ensure all can move forward in a soci@gt to continue the momentumby Dennis Lamelin, President of All aspects of the event were
where justice is supreme,” said Augustine. gained from a dynamic day of CUPW, as workers waved theirreviewed, including capacity
The award was presented by Jim Turk, Executive Director of CAU@Jlying, marching, teach-in, support from their work stations. building and where do we go from
who spoke of Lee’s work as teacher, researcher and community actigmtnimunity dinner, and cultural At least two of the major bridgeshere. It was decided to have a half
Lee Lorch was given the microphone, and noted the struggle forghesentations. between Quebec and Ontario haday planning season, tentatively
eight-hour day that is marked all over the world on May First, and theThe Solidarity Against Austerity to be shut down, as the police dicbn June 9, while continuing
struggles for the rights of women, in which his wife Grace had bemmmittee grew out of the labournot know which bridges the solidarity actions.
active after being fired from her teaching job because she “commitetteach action spawned by thelemonstrators were goingtocross. Two actions were identified for
matrimony” - the school board did not allow married women to worRccupy Ottawa anti-capitalist The follow-up gathering immediate attention: a solidarity
Lee delighted everyone present with stories of his work in the Un®vement in the autumn of 2011included workers from CUPE, march fromto Gatineauin support
civil rights movement in the The labour outreach committee PSAC, ONA, CAW, CUPW as of students’ fight against the pro-
1950s, which resulted in his described by activist PhilMcGavin well as community activists suchausterity Charest Liberal
being fired from four different as “immensely positive”, met as ACORN, anti-poverty groups,government’s tuition fee increases,
universities before coming to weekly after the police violently Rally for Truth, and studentand a June 23 action by Rally for
Canada to work and make hisbroke up the peaceful occupatioractivists from the U of Ottawa. Truth, a broad-based movement
home. of a park in downtown Ottawa. This meeting provided an denouncinglastspring’s electoral
Martin Muldoon, of the About two months in advance, aopportunity to review all aspectsfraud and the corruption which
Mathematics Department atsub-committee was struck with theof the May Day effort: planning, has accelerated under the the
York University, and a purpose of planning for May Day. preparation, communication, Harper Tories.
colleague of Lee for over 50 An estimated 3,000 peoplelanguages, accessibility, education Itis evidentthat the ruling class
years, told of how during a converged on Stephen Harper'sand implementation. intends to press forward with its
CUPE strike at York in 2000, office to denounce his attacks on The significance of choosing plans to attack the working class,
Lee insisted they walk in the working class, First NationsMay Day was underlined. A students, First Nations Peoples,
solidarity with the picketers at peoples, women, students, théremendous amount of work wasvomen, the poor and the
all seven different entrancespoor, and the environment. PSAQundertaken barely two monthsenvironment. But it is also clear
to the campus, never givingdelegates from their Nationalbefore the event, and while thethat austerity can be blocked, as
up. Prof. Muldoon commented Convention marched west to meetesults were truly impressive givendemonstrated in Greece, where the
on how well Lee is looking, the community groups that werethe short lead time, the consensuSonservative/Social Democratic
Clockwise from top left: making a wonderful recovery marching North. Led by CUPW, was that we can do better withalliance parties were clearly
David Warner, Alvin Curling, due to the good care atthe demo took over Wellington more time to plan. Since most ofdefeated. May Day 2012 was just
Jean Augustine, and Lee Lorch  Bridgepoint. ® Street, marching past Parliamenthe organizers are working, thathe beginninge
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EDIT ORIALS

The problem is capitalism /
There are a variety of explanations for the neoliberal ag¢nd d

which continues to drive working people into poverty, credit darc
debt, homelessness and despair - and for the best way to revejse I e a
attack.

The latest moves by the Harper Tories offer agood example df th
debate. The federal government’s changes to immigration policie
will bring in more temporary workers, and allow employers to pay
such workers 15% below prevailing wage rates. Meanwhile} sc
called “reforms” to the Employment Insurance program will conpel
workers to accept unsuitable job offers outside their home aregs.

The labour movement and its allies have condemned thesq ar
working class measures. As CLC Secretary-Treasurer Hgss
Yussuff warns, such policies put downward pressure on all worker:
wages. t o

But some critics have offered ideas for “better” ways to imprpve
to generate economic growth. Others argue that the Toriep a u
somehow “misguided” or “uncaring”.

The point is not that such policies are “immoral” or pooyly
considered. These “reforms” are necessary for big capital| ar
compliant governments to maintain overall rates of profit| by Zaharuk
expanding the army of unemployed workers who are compellqd k&
hunger and deprivation to accept any job at any rate of pay. From the
perspective of the “1%”, these policies are absolutely justified t

keep the wheels of capitalism turning. _ N D P |ead er betrays
For the working class, the immediate struggle is to block t
s> student protesters

attacks. Butvictory will not be achieved through temporary succ
or stalemates, aslong as the capitalist system itself remainsin
Sooner or later, resistance must move in the direction of repl
the economic system based on private profit, with a socialist s
in which those who create the wealth are also those who ha
democratic power to create a better world.

Warm up the choppers

Faced with the inevitable, NATO leaders gathered in Chi
May 20-21 took the next steps towards pulling out of Afghani
More than a decade after the US-NATO invasion began, Pre
Barack Obama and other NATO leaders are whistling in the
expressing “confidence in Afghanistan’s ability to take the lea

that isolated struggles are easilghis mean for the popular
crushed, protecting the narrow,organizations - the labour
selfish interests of the 1 per centmovement particularly - who

The student strike has been aormally followthe NDP’slead? If

May 20, 2012 - Now banned by themodel of collective decision- they followed the NDP and did not

Charest government’s draconiammaking, discipline, public debate,send a solidarity message to the
g®ill 78, the student protests inand open, not secret, negotiationQuebec students, they did not help
anQuebec involve important This did not stop Mulcair from break the isolation and the struggle
deptinciples for a better society.  repeating the slander of the 1 pewas not made stronger.
ark, Federal NDP leader Tomcent mouthpieces that the student In contrast, the Communist
foMulcair’s decision to say nothing protests were violent. Party sent messages of solidarity
its own security” by next year. But the stampede to the exitd haabout the principles behind the The Mulcair NDP may prefer to the Quebec students and
begun. Sixty-six per cent of Americans oppose this war, comgaregiudent struggle is a serioudo act like the class struggle doesirculated an appeal for support
to just 27 per cent in support, according to recent polls. Fr¢ncbetrayal of the protesters. not exist, that vital class interestavidely through all popular
voters just elected President Francois Hollande, who promispd to Mulcair said the Quebec tuition were not involved in the Quebecorganizations in Canada and
pull their 3,300 troops out of Afghanistan ahead of schedule.| hike “is firstand foremost a matterstudent struggle. But the NDPinternationally.

The reality is that only the Afghan people can find politigal, of provincial jurisdiction... Our cannot pretend to be neutral both The main question today
negotiated solutions for a better future. That path will be paved|witfight is not with the Charesttowards the Charest governmenemerging in the battle against
harsh difficulties, but the imperialist intervention has only delayedthigovernment... Violence is not theand towards the students. In factausterity and against new warsis if
process. Canada, for example, has spent over $20 billion thight way to do things.” Tom Mulcair chose a side. humanity will progress to a higher
occupation, leaving the Afghan people nothing for this monumgntal These statementswere helpfulto Objectively, the NDP has civilization or be forced to retreat,
sum. Claims about Canadian troops building hospitals and schogls dire Charestgovernmentand workedupported Charest’s tuition hike.to a world or reaction,
simply PR propaganda, and the percentage of girls attaining literagy hi@s isolate the students from theExpecting the parties of bigenvironmental catastrophe and
barely budged. There will be no proud exit, no “job well done” forfthesolidarity of popular organizations business to be discredited in a fevypermanent, spreading war. How
NATO armies who failed to subdue the “enemy”. NATO's true leghcywho follow the lead of the NDP.  years, it is working hard to bethis question is settled hinges on
will be its despicable role in temporarily propping up the coalitiop of Mulcair is obviously not recognized by the 1 per cent ashe active participation of the

ieﬁ% Darrell Rankin, Leader,
e tt®mmunist Party of
Canada-Manitoba

thugs and drug lords around President Karzai. pointing to the police, who use“the last reserve of capitalism.” popular movements, in the first
Finally, after the 2014 exit date, Canada will continue to pympextreme violence against student The Mulcair NDP is more place the labour movement.
$110 million annually into “training” the Afghan army and polite protesters, with impunity. interested in getting elected by On this question, the Mulcair
forces. We have a better idea. Canada should pay a much JargemBloc Québécois MPs and mediacondemning “violence” thanitisin NDP is leading people in the
amount in reparations for our country’s share of the deathq arshid the NDP caucus was orderedlearly stating its actual principlesopposite direction. We cannot have
destruction inflicted on the Afghan people. And maybe we sheuldo “sit on their hands” and to “shutabout higher education. Yetavibrant,engaged civilsocietyifthe
also send Don Cherry, Christy Blatchford, Rob Ford, Peter Magkayp,” an important decision for aMulcair's one-sided commentspopular organizations in Canada
and a few more pro-war mouthpieces over to Kandahar to |helparty which holds the majority of show that the NDP in fact supportscontract out their political views to a
repair the damage. seats in Quebec. Mulcair said thenigher tuition fees. He has proversingle party, such as the NDP.
role of other NDP MPs did not his loyalty to the capitalist big shotsWithout the critical support of the
involve weighing in on Quebecin Quebec and across Canada. popular movements, a purely
P EO P L E v s Vo ’c E provincial debat_es. What will happen when protestsparliamentary path towards a perfect
The Mulcair NDP was erupt for higher wages, forsociety will only lead Canada to
ISSN number 1198-8657  Published by New Labour Press Ltd. essentially telling the students toAboriginal rights, or against war somewhere over the rainbow.
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 stop protesting, because there wasnd some violence occurs? Will
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., some property damage. the NDP be more interested in, ——————— -~
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 Like right-wing social condemning the violence, or will | Re new 1
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in Europe today), the MulcairNDP ~ What is the NDP’s position on tOd ayl
Volunteers and contributors for this issue has a deep aversion to theuition? I’'mwriting froma province I I
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Hunger a human right s issue, says UN expert

system that presents barriers foallocation of responsibilities
the poor to access nutritious dietbetween the federal level, thg

“Canada has long been seenand that tolerates increasedgrovinces and territories.
as a land of plenty. Yet today onénequalities betweenrichand poor, De Schutter pointed to three
in ten families with a child under and Aboriginal non-Aboriginal areas of concern.
six is unable to meet their dailypeoples, said De Schutter, noting First, many Canadians are toc
food needs. These rates of foothat Canada has been viewed asgoor to afford adequate diets
insecurity are unacceptable, and‘champion” of humanrights. “But 800,000 households are foog
it is time for Canada to adopt ahunger and access to adequaiesecure in Canada, arich count

socio-economic and cultural
barriers which preventthose living
on reserves from enjoying fully
their right to adequate food.
Neither the federal nor
provincial governments, he added,
accept a responsibility to support
off-reserve Aboriginal peoples in
overcoming the structural

PV Vancouver Bureau

national right to food strategy.” diets, too, are human rights issuewhich fails to adapt social gjivier De Schutter discrimination they face.
Those were the words of Olivier- and here much remains to bessistance benefits and minimum While many useful initiatives
De Schutter, the UN Specialdone.” wages to the rising costs of basisystem and economic productivity.seek to rebuild local food systems,

Rapporteur ontherighttofood,on The UN human rights expertnecessities, including food andThis problem is also a result ofto ensure adequate incomes to
May 16, the last day of his official argues that Canada could movéousing. Food banks that depengoverty: adequate diets are todarmers, and to improve

visit to Canada. De Schutter'stowards food systems that deliveon charity are not a solution, heexpensive for poor Canadians, wha@onsumers’ access to fresh and
statements were welcomed by thedequate and affordable diets fosaid, calling these a symptom ofave to pay the most when theynutritious foods, De Schutter said,

Assembly of First Nations (seeall. He called upon the Canadiarfailing social safety nets. live in “food deserts” and dependthese efforts are not sufficiently
sidebar). government to convene a food Second, high levels of obesityon convenience stores that chargeupported at the federal level.
“What I've seen in Canada is aconference that would clarify theimpose costs on the health cardigh prices. “School breakfast and lunch

Third, the situation of programs still depend on local
Aboriginal peoples raises specificinitiatives in the absence of a
concerns. Referring to the fly-in national policy in this regard,” he
communities in Manitoba and said.
reserves in Alberta that he visited The Special Rapporteur will
during the mission, De Schutterpresent hisfinal reportto a session
called for areform of the Nutrition of the UN Human Rights Council
North Canada program thatin 2013. Appointed in May 2008
subsidizes retailers to serve remotby the Council, he is independent
communities. He also called for afrom any government or
structural approach to tackling theorganization.e

fnﬁuuus Peoples Hav the RightdSe( V-rrminatio AFN welcomes food security
H.Th Right to Suniival, Dignity ang Wel\

~Beiny | recommendations

Assembly of First Nations with indigenous peoples are
on (AFN) National Chief Shawn A- needed, with the goal of
WA GF in-chut Atleo has expressedstrengthening indigenous
I "-Tﬁ'-:f'_,u,qau gratitude to Dr. Olivier De peoples’ own self-determination
Schutter, the United Nationsand decision-making atalllevels.
Special Rapporteur on the Right The AFN made a submission
to Food, for engaging with Firstto the Special Rapporteur,
Nations, particularly in northern analysing the current state of food
communities, during his recentsecurity. The First Nations
tour of Canada. Regional Longitudinal Health
“With the environmental Survey(RHS 2008/10)indicates
l e ® impacts of climate change andhat 17.8% of First Nation adults
w ll t b l t the challenges of access taged 25-39 and 16.1% of First
e WI no e SI en ’ nutritious foods in northern andNation adults aged 40-54
® remote communities, Firstreported being hungry but did
” Nations must be fully involved not eat due to lack of money for
we WI nOt go ac and supported in formulating food. Comparably, only 7.7% of
solutionsto protectourtraditionalCanadian households were
articularly concerned aboutthat what they are being taught in foods and secure affordableconsidered food insecure during
By Larry WaSSIen’ Ottawa gonservaizve backbench MPsome SChOO%S and c[’?urchges jsaccess to nutritious fOOdS,” said2007-2008. Lack of access to
Pro-choice activists rallied May Stephen Woodsworth’s Motioninadequate and inaccurate National Chief Atleo. nutritious foods also contributes
17 on Parliament Hill to stand up312. Aimed to convene a speciatoncerning abortion rights. For ~ De Schutter's statement at theto growing rates of diabetes and
to the annual anti-choice “Marchparliamentary committee toexample, promoting abstinence conclusion of his mission calledother chronic diseases among
for Life” organized by Campaign review the definition of “human instead of providing comprehensive forareformofthe Nutrition North First Nations people.
Life Coalition, whose goal is the being” (Subsection 223(1) of thesex education where health, Canada program that subsidizes The AFN backs the call for a
abolition of abortion rights in Criminal Code of Canada) toprotection and facts are discussed,fetailers to serve remoteNational Food Policy reflective

i :" 35 i

PV file photo: K. Cariou

Canada. teaching students that women communities, and for otherof First Nation traditions and
Approximately 300 peopl 2 = who seek abortions are reformstoaddressthe nutritionalvalues. Specific measures urged

gathered across the streetat 1118 RAdical Kandmaids promiscuous, whereas even heeds of Aboriginal peoples bothby the AFN include improved

Terry Fox Monument, the when using the pill one can still On- and off-reserve. accessto affordable and nutritious

get pregnant, etc. Atleo welcomed the Special foods, price controls on staple
She wants youth to Rapporteur’s reference tofoods such as milk and bread in

understand that Canada is a 9ngoing land claims which haveresponse to rising costs in the

pro-choice society, that this implications for the right to food North; a national school nutrition

issue has already been foughtamong Indigenous peoples. Derogram; and protection of the

for and won decades ago. Schutter indicated thatenvironment to ensure the safety

Melanson said the real issue is consultation and real partnershipof traditional food sourcess

how we can ensure more access

to health services for women

marched forward onto the H
with colourful placards
chanting “Not the church ar
notthe state womenmustdec
their fate” and “my body, m
right, my choice (women), hi
body, her right, her choic
(men)”. They were young ar
old, women and men, rallyir

X
<L

together for women’ across the country. speeches at the “March for Life” for Life” Sandrine added, “it is
fundamental reproductive rig Katrin, another Radical would qualify as hate speech. Themportant to understand that the
and to counter MPs, Senatc Handmaid activist, “Marchfor Lifers”, she said, were anti-choice political movement is

Knights of Columbus specifically mentioned the not just anti-choice but clearly not at all about life. It is about the
Evangelical Fellowship ar new threat brought forward anti-woman, putting a fetus beforecontrol of women'’s sexuality, her
otherreligious groupswhowe by the Woodsworth private a woman in the hierarchy ofbodily integrity and fundamental
to abolish a woman'’s right to member’s motion. Her group human rights. human rights. Generations of
choose. determine ifit should be extendedchas used social media and word Sandrine, a long-time feminist, women, and men, before us fought

The counter-demonstrationto include fetuses, this motion isof mouth to encourage people tro-choice activist, and one of theto achieve the rights of women to
was organized by Plannedanother attempt by the right wingcome out in support of women’sfounding Radical Handmaids inpersonhood, education, health and
Parenthood, Canadians foro attack women’s reproductivereproductive and sexual rights.Ottawa, said: “I am here todayreproductive rights including
Choice, and the Radicalrights, including the right to Katrin was active in the Occupy becauseitisimperative thatwhereveabortion rights. Itis up to us, today,
Handmaids, a newly formedabortion. Ottawa movement, and creditedhere is an attempt on fundamentato defend these rights. We will not
grassroots group of women Shelley Melanson of Canadianghat movement with her inspiredhuman rights in our society we bebe silent and we will not go back.”
engaged in their communities,for Choice, and a member of theactivism. She stated that if womerthere together and strong to name it, Demonstrators then marched to
schools and unions in the nationaRadical Handmaids, said shewantediere covered by hate crimedenounce it and fight it.” the Human Rights Monument on
capital region. Organizers aretobringamessagetoCanadianyouttegislation the anti-choice When asked about the “MarchElgin Street.e®
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Bill 78 is a dangerous club to beat the people

Unite, mobilize, and reverse the att ack!

The adoption of Bill 78, May inspired by a law passed in AprilLiberalsis entirely responsible forto bargain collectively and strike from across Canada.
18, 2012 by the corrupt and2012 by the canton of Genevathe crisis. This obstinacy is theviolated. The fierce repression at Bill 78 comes on top of already
reactionary government of Jearwhich limits the right to protest consequence of their total loyaltythe G20 summitin Toronto in 2010harsh repression. As of May 18
Charest (with the support of thesimilarly to Law 78. totheruling class, the big capitalisied to over athousand arrests, whilthere have been 472 criminal
ultra-right party, Coalition Avenir ~ The Swiss law was an initiative monopolies which are increasinglythe Occupy movementwas evictec¢harges during the strike. One
Québec or CAQ), will go down in ofthe extremeright. Its progressiveworried about the development oflast fall. week in April saw over 600 arrests
Canada and Quebec's history aspponents are  currentlythe popular struggle thathas shook As the Central Committee of inthree days. Thousands have been
one of the most serious attacks€hallengingthe lawinfederal courtthe Quebec nation. the Communist Party said in springoepper sprayed and tear gassed,
againstcivil liberties, fundamentalbecause it is contrary to the By refusing to seriously 2010, the reason behind this classlubbed and beaten, detained and
rights and democracy in general.constitution and internationalnegotiate with the studentrepressionisthe same:to stifletheeleased. Victims of the strike

The attack in Quebec ontreaties. Minister Dutil did not movement and instead deployinglemocratic aspirations of theinclude Francis Grenier, who lost
freedom of speech, assembly, anthention that the UN Specialviolent paramilitary police, anti- masses, weaken the struggle of theost of his sight when a sound

the right to organize threatens the working class and, if necessarygrenade was illegally thrown by a
people across Canada. crush anti-capitalist dissent. police officer into his eye;
We call on labour, students, . - r Maxence Valade who lost an eye
popular movements and all Parti communiste du Quebec The seeds of fascism from a rubber bullet; and
democratic-minded people of Communist Party of Canada Alexandre Allard, who was in a

Quebec and English-speakingga . . P True democracy is actually ancoma for several days from a
Canada to unite and fight for the ngue dela jeunesse communiste du Quebec anathemarto capitglistdomina){ion.mbber bullet to the head.

kT CUEEEY  Young Communist League of Canada As the systemic crisis deepensand Four students are currently
rights and against Bill 78. A unified expands the class struggle, th&eing charged under provisions of

and coordinated resistance is thé ruling class does not hesitate tgnti-terrorist laws enacted
only effective way for the people use all means at its disposal tdollowing September 11th. Gabriel
of Quebec to repeal the Act and td&Rapporteur on the Rights ofdemocratic court orders, and NOWy,aintain  its hegemony, evenNadeau-Dubois, co-spokesperson
make a break from the policies ofPeaceful = Assembly  andadopting this reactionary a”dremoving the democratic rightSOf CLASSE, will appear in
austerity, privatization and higherAssociation, MainaKiai, has madeprovocative law, the Charesti, 4t it generally tolerates underSuperior Court for having dared

fees. We call to intensify serious proposalsforamendmentkiberals have again demonstrateq,ourgeois democracy. say that “I find it legitimate” that
mobilization efforts to organize ato the Geneva law. Kiai, whosearrogant contempt for the youth, gi| 78 must be fought not only students form picketlines to defend
general strike in Quebec. position is connected with theeducators, unions, and all theoythe people of Quebec, butbyalfhe" strike.
Council for Human Rights, said people of Quebec. democratic Canadians, because it Onthe other hand, Federal NDP
An anti-democratic law the Swiss law would “unduly plants the seeds of fascism. leader Tom Mulcair’s opportunist
restrict the rights to freedom ofClass struggle Chants on the street havel€cision to say nothing about the
The President of the BarQuebe(peacefulassemblyand expression, compared Law 78 with the WarPrinciples behind this dramatic,

Association, Louis Masson, hagVhich are the essence Of At each stage of this struggle Measures Act or the Padlock Lawhassive struggle is a serious
said “that this bill, if passed, démocracy,”andthat"the exercisgne class nature of the claims obf Duplessis. The Padlock LawPeétrayal of the student protesters.
constitutes a violation of the ©f fundamental freedoms shouldyoth, students and workers havéegan as an attack on thdJulcair said the tuition hike “is
constitutional and fundamentalnot be SU"bJeCt to  prior hecome clearer. Similarly, the fightCommunist Party in Quebec andirst and foremost a matter of
rights of citizens. The extent ofauthorization. , has exposed the limitations ofrapidly expanded to almost anyProvincialjurisdiction... Ourfight
these limitations to fundamental The right to protest is a gemocracy in a capitalist systemlabour or progressive group. ThdS not with the Charest
freedoms is notjustified to achievefundamental democratic right.  according to Jean Charest,lawwas broughtintoforcein 1937,90vermnment... Violence is not the
the objectives of the government.”"However, a fundamental rightgemocracy is limited to voting in and it took twenty years before thdlght way to do things.” All these
The amendments made by théUbject to an authorization is Nogjections every four years. Now,Supreme Court struck it down. ByStatements were helpful to the
CAQ in no way diminish these longer a fundamental right. Thepanyeen elections it seems, wehat time the government hagCharest government, while
concerns. In particular, the law; ©€xercise of the fundamental right e 4 dictatorship of the 1 percentreated the PROFUNC list, whichiSolating the students from the
* seriously limits the right of t0 demonstrate must be withoUlynere jt is almost needless towas used by the police and militaryS0lidarity of popular organizations
association, the right toany prior authorization. We call consyit or accommodate populain 1970to help round up “suspectsWho follow the lead of the NDP.

demonstrate and freedom of°n the people to continue togemangs. after the declaration of the war We call for labour, student,
expression, exercise their right to protestwith 1, 5 democracy according toMeasures Act. community and progressive
* requires organizers of eventsCr Without permission. Charest, rights are increasingly Organ'ztatt'ort‘ﬁtoseng meStS%QGSIOf
with 50 or more people torevealt . reduced to only those who canQuebec solidaire support 1o the Quebec stuaents,
police the route and mode o(f)The student strike expandsatsord them, such as the right to antc_i fO: Emﬁrl%ency Sg}"daflt)’t
transport atleast eight hours before . __use private health services, or as T overcome Bill 78 to win the 2CtoNs 0 b€ heldacrosstne county
they start; What began as a campaign fofhe right to education, which battle against austerity measureéopg;ek?ﬁghgjgzrgf ;nbES?“tshhi-s

* giveS p0|ice the authority to accesstoeducation bythEStUden‘%comes the individual r|ght tothe peop|e of Quebec must not b%
unilaterally order demonstratorsh@s become a broad populagttend paid courses. Thejimited to a legal battle or hope for
to change their route or location; S'uggle againstcuts, privatizationcoorations can ignore workers', change in government throug

* imposes financial sanctions so2nd austerity measures. NOW itis gignts or pollute a river for a tiny gjections. The best approach fof OF @ Charter of Youth
severe that they threaten thdattle for the right to organize, henajty, butwhen the people resistyorking p.eopleandyouth againsiRights!

continued existence of studenfréedom of association, and forihe government tries to fine themyig business and its government

unions and employee aSSOCiatiOngem?gcr:ﬁ%étztedgentmovement iSOUt of existence. power, is above all united action Bill 78 is also a direct attack on
on campus; o rrently in the forefront of popular o ~and mass mobilization. the rights of youth. Instead, we
*demands student associations ang"eNY POPUYA! The crisis of the capitalist  An electionwillalsotake place, demand a Charter that defends their

ruggle against a widespread . o : .
employees to take steps to ensurgrtiggle ag b sooner or later, and will bring rightto accessible education; good

: - political and social crisis. This is SysStem . . , .
:Eatl their members comply Wlth\rl)vhythe bourgeoisie wantsto crush together parties which votedquality and safe union
elaw;

*imposes a reverse onus of prooft @t Once. The stakes are high: a The crisis in Quebec is also a?galnst Bill 7d8, ?rlujt at the sameeaier.nploymegt,ddemocr?_cy; pﬁace_;
on the employee associations ifléfeat of the student movementeflection of the general andc;me o;()jpoT:e e Iproglrt(assw _elstyre fanAb e_m_ocrla - tcrl: urg,
which amemberwould be chargedvould be a setback to allsystemic economic crisis of ﬁman S t?]r ex%mp € a toggh'us I(k:)e or dO]['gll'”a YOI‘_Jt E?I'nh
with offense: progressive forces, in Quebec andapitalism as a whole. This crisis> el_vveaers e e iquare 0 a)er:e tec, anld b” I equlatl_ Y .tﬁ
* while the explicit notion of Canada, while a victory for the takes the form of an attack agamsFQU ne art0|§_sayi| tls ?ecelssarf Etif: erwou i © feglt?]a lonwi
encouragement has been removedtudents would help everyone. - the democraticrights coupled with 0increase tuiion, but at a slowe e}e , Pri‘t/en mg” Iur :—:‘r erosion
the law still states thatanyone whg _Thatis why the labor movementincreasing militarization and vyar.pa_‘f_?]é bestvehicle for the ho eofo ourrignts on alfl levels.
helpsorinducesanotherpersontBaS a duty to become directy The Harper Conservative P

credible people’s movement!

commitan offense under the Actighvolved in the fight. government federally has vyastedhe stuldents an peolptljes_ 'sin Quebec, forward for a
liable to the penalties provided. billions of dollars to_bomb_ !_lbya_, KIUrretz)?t Y, QtL)Je ecl_jo_l a”ﬁ'general strike
Helping the monopoly 1o keep the Canadian miltary inf o83, BU2Eee 20 TECE FCle
The Swiss "example" cornorations Afghanlstan,_and to |_ncreased d of th ' gs 9 United mass mobilization must
P P military spending and prisons, alldémand of the Communist Party, iy e to grow with the labour

. L __atthe expense of social programsnd Young Communist League. .,y ementfully involved. Itis now
During a press conference Law 78 also fits with Charest's one F-35 bomber could pay forBlocking the right, defeating thetime to start organizing a general

Robgrt Dutil,_ Que_bec Minister of _election str_ateg“y, so much so thagharest's tuition increases. Liberals, and electing strike, social and politicall The
Public Security, raised that Quebedt could be titled “An Actto support e Harper Conservatives hav&overnment of Quebec sohdawecoming months of summer and
would be neither worse nor betteithe Liberal campaign.” Charestnotyit4cked also the right to strike by’s an important part of the Way e will be a crucial period to
than other countries in Europe omonly intendsto get political m”eageimposing back to work orders atforward.

4 further expand the struggle and
US states that also, he claimedfrom the student struggle by ajrcanadaand Canada Post. They mobilization. This is why the

limit the right to protest in th(_e presenting the Liberals as the party |5 deliberately manipulated theCall for solidarity Communist Party calls for the
same way. He ment|_0ned inof Law and Order, healso_vvants_tcmectorm and parliamentary organization of the working class
parUcuIarthecaseofSW|tzerIandcurb. any protests during h'sprocesses with “robocalls.” In the context of Bill 78, the and student movements, to be
It seems that the Charestlection campaign. Last March, BC elementary andQuebec students have called foprepared to increase the response

government has been greatly The stubbornnessofthe Chares{jgh school teachers had their righsolidarity and material supportearly in the fall.
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“Student strike,
popular struggle”

Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois is theto publicly defy this law? Do we moment it is stronger.
co-spokesperson of la CLASSE want to respect this law? If we
Coalition Large of ASSE, one of want to defy it, how? It is a big Can you explain your slogan -
the key sections of the Quebecongress, a big decision for thestudent strike, popular struggle?
student strike movement. A studenstudent movement to decide to be We started on this specificissue
at the University of Quebec atpublicly illegal. of the tuition increase, but quickly
Montreal (UQAM), hewaselected (NOTE: Unlike the university studentsbegantotalkinthe genera
Secretary for Communicationsand college students federationsassemblies about the tuitionCops frequently use pepper spray against protesters.
ASSE in April 2010, and becamewho have said they will abide byincrease being part of a much
co-spokesperson of the CLASSELaw 78, the CLASSE has sincéoroader wave of neo-liberaltoterrify and privatize. Inthe sametuition increases. We have seen
with Jeanne Reynolds, later thainnounced that it is calling on reforms, not justin Quebec but allbudgetwe had the tuition increasethis more and more, we are
year. Since the beginning of thestudents to continue mobilizationsover the world. We have more andand the imposition of the $200receiving more and more emails
Quebec student strike of 2012, hand carry out their constitutional more citizens coming to our annual health tax per citizen. Thisand phone calls.
has become the voice of the leftrights of assembly and protest. Aprotests who are not students. Wauge coalition was created,
wing of the student movement, awebsite has also been launchedthave called for the workers to joinregrouping the student movemen
prominent media personality, andwhere students are posting theius and it has worked - workershealth and teachers unions
a symbol of resistance against théaces, stating they defy the lawgitizens, community groups, othercommunity groups, to contest no
government. One particularly called Someone Stop Me. http:/jouth. The strike is about theonlythe specific measuresbutals
vicious section of Bill 78 has beenwww.arretezmoiquelquun.com/) possibility of the social movementsthe vision of society and state th
nicknamed “clause Gabriel to continue to contest the decisionss inside this budget. Since then i
Nadeau-Dubois” because itallowsCan you talk about this law? of the government... This gavehas been the main coordinatio
the law to apply in addition to Ithink this is the last chance ofbirth to the slogan that the strike isplace for the social movements.
existing charges, and he hashe government to stop our a student issue but the fight is for
already been charged with amovement. They tried to divide everyone. What support do you need from
potential $50,000 fine or jail time us, they tried by police brutality, English-speaking Canada?
in convicted. they made offers in the mediaWhatisthe Red Hand Coalition?  InQuebecwe have avery activ

People’s Voiceinterviewed hoping that the students in the This was founded three yearsstudent movement. The bes
Nadeau-Dubois outside the Maygeneral assemblies would stopthago at the time of the Bachandsupportwe can have is for studen
19-20 weekend congress of thestrike, and they encourage theBudget, the first budget that reallyelsewhere in Canada and the worl&tydent victims of Quebec

CLASSE. students who are against the strikelearly attacked public servicestomobilize themselves againstthgyo|ice violence.
to seek injunctions in the courts to

What is the work of the congress force the teachers to give course e ——
today? All those attempts have failed. Sa S

The main discussion, as amowthe governmentis desperatel
organization, is about do we wantrying to kill the movement at the

CLASSE spokesperson Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois

Veterans return medals at NA TO protest

Hundreds of students and supporters have been arrested. By Terrie Albano, People’s representatives meeting inJacksonaccompaniedthe veterans.
World Chicago, “Forwhatyouhavedone The veterans addressed

to my home country, I’'m enraged.numerous issues during their medal

Peace Congress Launches U.S. veterans of the Irag andFor what you have done to myceremony and testimonies. Calls

G A Afghanistan wars threw their people, I'm disgusted. For whatto free Bradley Manning,
FlnanClaI Appeal medals towards the site of theyou have done to these veterans,dedications to Iragi, Afghan and
NATO Summit May 20 in what am heartbroken.” U.S. children, condemnations of
“Build the Congress, Build the Movement!” is the name of fthevas called the most dramatic Unlike the Irag war, which lies, corporate greed and
Canadian Peace Congress spring financial appeal. The Peace Congigdwvar action by ex-Gls sincegarnered significant oppositionimperialism and pleas for action
is seeking financial support to help build its campaigns agginsietnam. One-by-one, more thanbefore and after the 2003 invasionpn veteran suicide rate, widespread
imperialism and war, and for a new Canadian foreign policy of0 service members from allopposition to the war in post-traumatic stress disorder and
peace, solidarity and international co-operation. “Our task is| bPranches of the military took to Afghanistan, nowinits 11thyear,the “right to heal” framed the
huge and urgent,” says the appeal. “We have achieved muchlin ¢ stage to tell their stories whilehas been slower to build amongcombat vets personal narratives.
past few years, and are well positioned to advance the struggle tfousands —of —anti-NATO Americans. With war fatigue, an Demands to cut military
peace in Canada.” protesters listened and chee_red. economic crisis and draconianspending and invest in education,
Over the past year the Canadian Peace Congress has held g wantto tell the folks behind budget cuts to vital public jobs and health care were also
successful convention; conducted an organizing tour of Cangdda4s: In these enclosed walls wher@rograms, recent polls show almostade. _
build the movement for the country’s withdrawal from NATO; they build more policies based on70 percent of Americans saying Atthe same time, respectfor all
initiated a Canada-wide Network on NATO to unite peace [anlies and fear, that we no longerthe U.S. should not be at war inactive duty soldiers, veterans and
progressive forces; built opposition to the drive for war against $yrigiand for them and their unjustAfghanistan. _ even police was shown. Some
and Iran; worked with international partners to establish a campaid¥ars- Bringourtroopshome,”said Dressed in fatigues, Iragveterans spoke about the positive
for an Arctic zone of peace; campaigned against the propos gS- Marine lIris Feliciano who Veterans Against the War with aaspects of service.
billion purchase of F-35 fighter jets and other massive increa es$grved in Afghanistan in 2002.newly formedsection, Afghanistan ~ “In the military is where |
Canadian military spending. Feliciano turned and pitched heVeterans Against the War, led thdearned what integrity meant, and
“With your help, we can continue our Canada-wide organizingnedals towards McCormick Placeanti-NATO protest march, which | believe | served with integrity.
tour against NATO,” said Peace Congress President, Dave M¢Kdiere where the NATO Summitstretched for several blocks whileAt this pointin my life, if I want to
“We can produce resource materials about the F-35 fighter jet gnd #&s held May 20-21. almost as many police - many incontinue to live with integrity, |
link with nuclear weapons. We can prepare outreach campaigns toAlongside the veterans on stageiot gear - lined the streets or waitednust get rid of these [medals],”
mobilize opposition to the drive to war against Syria and Iran| w#ere three representatives fromn buses 'ghat flasheq “My Kind of said Air Force veteran Erica S_Ioan.
can continue our initiative to organize an international campai tdranada-based Afghans For PeacBown Chicago Is” signs. In a particularly moving
an Arctic zone of peace.” whose speakers condemned the Behind the veterans weremoment, IVAW organizer and
Donations can be sentto: Canadian Peace Congress, 125 B angloﬁ.-NATO warand I_oss of humanCANg8 (Coalition against NATO- lllinois Guardsmen Aaron Hughes
Ave., Toronto ON, M6H 2E2. All contributions are appreciated, n&;fe_and_atth_esametlmeexpresse(fl;_8_) marshals linked arm-in-armdedicated his three mgdals to
promptly receipted. For further information, please e aipolidarity with the U.S. veterans. giving a pre-agreed upon spacéAnthony Wagner, who died last
dmckee@canadianpeacecongress.ca. Suraia Sahar said she had betweenthe (_:ontlngentsofthe e}
message for the NATO march organizers. The Rev. Jesse see VETERANS, page 11
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

German workers as part of a union campaign to geSecretary of the Congress of Soutkligibility to work in Britain from  Cancer ki||ing many
. .. pay increases. African Trade Unions, to the employers to the Border Agency
win big increase All of the characters come fromCOSATU International Policy or the Home Office. Samsung workers
the entertainment department a€Conference on May 16: The controversial report will

Germany’s largest industrial
union |G Metall will getits biggest
pay rise in 20 years after agreein
to a 4.3% pay increase. The on
year wage deal, more than doubl
Germany'’s inflation rate of about
2 percent, will take effect for some
3.6 million engineering workers
starting May 1. It will be the biggest
annual increase since IG Metall
won a 5.4% pay rise in 1992
according to union officials.

The talks between the giantunion
and officials representing Germany’s
leading manufacturing sector tha(
includes carmaking powerhouse
such as Volkswagen, Daimler ang
BMW were closely followed across
Europe. The agreement is a signgl
that Germanworkers have the powsd
to win higher wages, despite thd
difficult economic problems across
the continent.

More money in the wallets of
German workers could boos
demand for imports from other
European countries where th )

Disneyland, where an insider told During the recent period we havemeet strong opposition from trade The Asian ?I'ra}nsnatlonal
the BritishDaily Mail newspaper, preoccupied ourselves with a needinions and even from the Tories'COrporation Monitoring Network

e are all hugely professional, butto understand the global financialcoalition partners. (ATNC) has condemned Samsung
Rave every right to go on strike if wecrisis, which erupted in 2008, as a Left Economics Advisory Panel fOF Practices that have a deadly
Believe that someone who shouldsystemic crisis, acrisis of a capitalisco-ordinator Andrew Fisher told IMPact on its South Korean
not be here is working alongside usaccumulation, a crisis of over-theMorning Star:“Itis becoming workers. The group points to the
We also object to low pay.” accumulation and overproduction..increasingly apparent to more and/ay 7 death of Lee Yunjeong, a

The Disney board in ParisThe centre of gravity of this all- more people that the coalitionY24N9 Workerlwho succumbed to
argued that there was not enouground economic crisis has been thgovernment is using the economidn@lignant brain cancer. Hers was
evidence to incriminate the advanced capitalistcountries oftherisis as a smokescreen td€95thsuchdeathinrecentyears.
'harassment offender. Italsodenieblorth, but with even more dismantle and privatise public -€€ Yunieongworkedin Samsung
devastating impacts for theservices, and unpick Workers’sem'co.nCIUCtor Assembly & Test
countries of the South. rights. With unemployment at overf""Ctory in Onyang, where she was

World unemployment stands2.6 millionand underemploymentCons'.‘c‘t(:"mIy .exposed to toxic
today at 210 million - the highestat 6 million, it is a heartless CNémicals during heremployment
recorded level of unemploymentgovernmentwith a failed ideology oM 1997 to 2003. .
in history; 64 million more people that believes making it easier to -6 Yunjeong had applied for

0, , .
have been pushed into extremesack people is the priority.” \éVorkersGCOmpensatlonf, butdthe
poverty; 34 million more people orean Government refused to

isi te her on grounds that
unemployed as aresultofthe crisisk g zakh worker compensa . _
according to the ILO. 23 million aza Orkers she could not prove which toxic

more people would be without awant 30% increase  chemicals she had been exposed
job today, were it not for the to. Lee began alawsuit against the
stimulus packages adopted to Workers at a Kazakhstan pIanldemgon in 2011, but did not
confront the crisis - programmeso‘_"’ned byLuxembourg—basedsteedsurwve long enough to see the
which apparently now stand to pediant ArcelorMittal demonstrated result.

N count phased out rapidly over the timeon May 19 to der_nanq higher The Korean government has
economic crisis is even sharper. ahead as governmentssala”es' Local media said aroundhcted in complicity with Samsung’s
The IG Metall deal ends a seriesthat staff have the right to “opt (partiCl.;IarIy in Europe) fall over 3,000 workers took part in theefforts to silence the growing
of partial walkouts and warning g+ oftheir duties. and has pledgecbne another in their rush to exjtdemonstration. evidence of a cancer clusteramong
strikes across the country by th oimpose harshfi'nancial penaltiedrom the crisis The company said that the rallyworkers exposed to toxic chemicals.
unionto press demandsfora6.508n strikers. And this “décent work deficit” in the industrial town of Temirtau On April 2, there was a funeral

pay riS(_e. Employers had offered a Hundreds of members of fourcan onlyworseninthecomingyearswas legal and that an official fromceremony for Park Ji-yeon,
rise of just under 2.6%.

Hust . unions have been taking part iras there are also a record number §f'c€lorMittal’s — personnel followed by a press conference at
Unions in Germany this Year yamonstrations outside theyoung people entering the labou epartment met with workers toSamsung headquarters. The press
are getting above-average pay, . sement park on the outskirtdorce allthe time - 45 million newjob discuss their grievances. conference was broken up by the
increases after a decade of failing)f the French capital. David seekerseachyear... manyincreasing Any signs of industrial dispute police, who arrested seven union

to kgep pace with the Coumr.y'SCharpentier, ofthe FO trade uniondesperate for opportunity as we hav ave bgen greeted W.ith intens&activists. . _—
inflation rate. But the companiesgig. “i¢s unfortunate, butwe haveseen in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen an autionin Kazakhstansincealong- A series of recentinvestigations

complain that the dealwillcostantO defend our rights as wageneighbouring countries but alsorunning sit-in over salaries in ain the US, UK, Taiwan and
estimated seven billion euros % arners. We have offered aSpain, Ireland, the US, Africa Latin Vestern oil town culminated lastelsewhere have highlighted an
year. “We have hit the upper limit omprorﬁise to management andmerica Asia"youth ur;emploglmentDecember in deadly riots. elevated cancer risk in workers in
of what the companies can deaft,S up to them to respond” ' isaglobéllfea}forouryoung people Trade unions are seeking a 3@he semiconductor industry.
with,” said employer The company has offe.red an Theestimatesofunemploymen. ercent wage rise. Managementndustry executives deny
representative Rainer Dulger. increase of 1.5%, well below theof 210 million people is a significant asrejected thisdemand, claimingesponsibility and consider
' e hat it must take reduced industriathemical exposure and the resulting

“This was a fair compromise,” 5 1, PR . ; ifond
. .1% rate of inflation in France. underestimate since many million X ¢
said Berthold Huber, head of the ° of people seeking work paxr/TicuIarIyOUtpUt into account when cancer deaths as simply the cost of

—

IG Metall union. “You don't . . . onsidering pay increases. doing business, says the ATNC.
always get what you wantin WageSpamSh education women, are not re_glstereq ano_l thé 7Py X g

: . . informal economy is growing with
talks. Both sides had to give groundstrike vs. cuts the struggle to soak up thes

Many items in our "Global Class

and this agreementwasn'teasy for unregistered individuals who havq

either side to accept.” One million Spanish teachers; n
Even though the deal onlyheldageneral strike on May 22,tqgi]\|/\§i?]o%%sh0pe of secure, forma Struggle CO|Umn alllS fro_m the
covers the important southwesprotest budget cuts in education Labour S tart website,

district of Baden-Wuerttembergitdecreed by the ConservativeU y

will be used as a basis for identicabovernment of Mariano Rajoy. K workers “ghts

increases for IG Metall workers Five days earlier, the Congress ofjnder attack again

nationwide. Deputies passed cuts of 10 billion [ _ ] \
The wages of around 9 million euros in education and health. Britain’s Conservative/Liberal [ Send me information on the a‘f

German workers are up for Leaders of the five largestDemocrat coalition governmen . - )

negotiation this year. In March, unions in the sector said the strikdooks setto unleash another assaglt Communist Party of Canada =

the 2 million workers inthe public was an unprecedented act obn workers’ rights after an

sector won a 6.3 percent pay riseesistance against theinfluential venture capitalist] The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histor of

www .labourst art.org

over a 24-month period. government’'s attack on publicreleased a report calling foll fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
education. changestoemploymentlaw. Inhiy The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
Disney workers ‘ The Platform in Defense of “bonfire of regulations” multi- against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
. Public Education, made up of themillionaire Adrian Beecroft calls| active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
demand fair pay Confederation of Parents andor firms to be given more| movementson awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arp set

Visitorsto Disneyland Paris are Students Union, supported theflexibility to issue layoffs, and for gg;?;icsrs:'cih’tgé’t?ﬁ; r:sg;te)gtrs(':gg fc')?f‘ijcce’”t more ahout Canada's party of

having a different type of strlke_, the first in the history of the_gov_ernment to rip up equality ' :

experience since their favourite_Span'Sh democracy to be _mad?eglslanor) to iupposedly promoté Central Committee CPC

cartoon characters began strikéo'ntly by all Ieve_ls of education. “job creation. 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
Representatives of labour ThechangesurgedbyBeecrofl, 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

2;2%” %\;Z;favsﬁguzlrggga?;qggnions FETE-UGT, FE-CCOO., amajor Conservative Party dono

i A . ; . Parti Communiste du Quebeqsection du Ottawa CPC
characters including Mickey, ~NPE, CSIF and STES asked thenclude: Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
parents of 7.5 million students to- An end to a mandatory 90-day s3s9 ave pu Parc, Suite "C"

Donald Duck and Goofy are Manitoba Committee CPC

withdrawing from some events, Not take them to school on Mayconsultation period when 3 ’I\E/lg;ltill’?gléq%@cé;fr\)/cﬁig'él'438—338-8890 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
: ;2. They also organized vigilscompany is considering| ' caet Tellfax: 204-586-7824
There have been cancellations o upported by the schoolredundancy programmes B.C. Committee CPC
the Magic on Parade, “Meet and®"/PPO< y . yprog . 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1  Ontario Ctee. CPC
Greet” sessions in Cafe Mickey,communltlesover_thgmghtofMay— A cap on loss of earningq eos-254-9836:cpinfo.nc@gmail.com 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
the Cowboy Cookout Barbeque 21 to 22, and distributed greencompensation for employees WhJ) Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446
‘banners to show support for thenake successful unfair dismissgl Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
and other hugely popular events.” . . Edmonton. AB. T6C 4NG 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
; strike at schools across the countryclaims. monton, AB, Hamnilton. ON. L8H 2K3
The workers are furious that a - Major reduction of the rights thaf Te" 7804657893 Fax:780-463-0200 Tl Sl /o oese
senior colleague who was accused, - . ) 9" 1 calgary cpc :
: ighest jobless workers are allowed to “carr gary ic Regi
of harassing women had bee g J Y| Unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC
over to new employers when they calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 B0x 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO

allowed back to work because oflevels in history Telffax: 902-542-7981

“lack of evidence”. There is also are the subject of a takeover. | saskatchewancpc
widespread anger at low wages, Excerpt from a report by - Shifting responsibility for | Emai: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
with strikes also being organisedZwelinzima Vavi, General checking foreign workers’ \ j
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KKE: Cancel the debt, disengage from EU

Communist Party of Greece Left) not say from the beginning the Qrachma the people will beimperialist EU? S Itisan opportunityforthesuﬁering_
(KKE), May 16, 2012 that it wants a one partydestltute. _ The real <_:ontrad|ct|_on inside people to understand that.the_re is
government so as to avoid thi2. Greek or European solution,Greece and in the EU is betweera real danger that the radicalism,
The KKE, when it was askedwretched game? despite the fact that the issue wilthe capitalist businesses, thavhichthey demonstrated, that the
before the elections, what it would . . monopoly businesses and theendency to seek an alternative
do in case it received the Following the failure of the three largest Greek interests of the working class, thesolution will be subjugated to the
exploratory mandate, clarified political parties to form a government, new self-employed in the city and illusion of the “solution here and
honestly and boldly before the elections will be held on June 17. This statement countryside, the contradictionnow ,,:[he lesser evil, “something
people (without caring about the . . between the governance of théetter” whatever that may be.
costitwould have regarding votes, Presents the views of the Greek Communist Party people’s power and the power for The people have a major
that it would immediately return on the issues facing the working class. the perpetuation of the bourgeoispportunity today to utilise their
the mandate[Ed. note - In the class. experience and notto throw itaway
Greek electoral system, the three For this reason we asked forbe determined by the class struggle The only patriotic pro-people in the name of the crisis, the
parties which receive the largestelections, not because electionand confrontation within Greeceposition is the unilateral dilemmasandillusions. The people
numbers of votes are givenconstitute, asitis usually said, thdirst of all and of course at acancellation of the debt, theandthe country needastrong KKE
mandatesto explore the formatiorculmination of the people’s Europeanlevel, notby negotiationsstruggle for the disengagementind amovement fully emancipated
of a coalition government.The intervention, the solution for the but by strengthening Europearfrom the EU and its blackmails. from every governmental,
KKE clarified that it will not people’s problems but in order tolabour and the people’smovement These blackmailing and employer and EU embrace.
participate in a government ofstopthe deception. Inany case, wan its struggle against the EU, inintimidating dilemmas are creatingConsequently the vote must serve
bourgeois management thatre heading for elections. rupture with it. the two new poles of two-partythe regroupment of the labour
objectively entails an anti-people Therefore, the people must be3. Austerity or development, butrotation, absolutely painless formovement, the social alliance and

way out from the crisis.

ready to intervene drawingthe path of capitalist developmenthe business groups, andinthe enthis is the reason why the

It is very well aware of the conclusions from this process ofentails austerity in the conditionsuseful for the EU, as they all agreestrengthening of the KKE is
position and the practice of otherdeception. These are staged gamesf the sharpening capitalistwith the participation in the EU important.

parties, that none of the propose®ut even ifthey form a governmentcompetition, and sharpening inter-and therefore compliance with it.
The people must not reinforcefor every retreat from this

governments, eitherthoseinfavouat the last moment the peoplémperialist contradictions.

The people will pay a high price

of “negotiation” or those in favour should again be vigilant becauset. Right or left, Memorandum or these two poles with their vote,perspective. Such a price would

of the “amendment” and a newelections will be around the corner Anti-memorandum, dilemmas reproduce them or supportthemirbe
Memorandum can solve the acute We assess at the same time thathich will also take on other forms, any way.

problems, even approach the needsach party via the procedure of th@ccording to the developments,
of the people. mandates attempted to place at thiarough the new form of the two

new torments and
disappointments and the loss of
The election battle has begunvaluable time.e

Respecting the institution of thecentre of the people’s attentionpoles centre-right-centre-left.
mandates does not mean that theew misleading dilemmas so that These dilemmas, for which
various parties should makeifnewelectionsare heldthe peopleSYRIZA bears very serious
exploratory attempts with will be trapped in old and responsibilities, marginalised and
hypocritical discussions andmodernised dilemmas and thatthebscured the real contradictiong
proposals since one or more partiesndurance of radical popularinside Greece and the EU.
have decided not to participate irmasses will be reduced in the face The real question for the GreeK
the government as they want a newf the pressure. people is: Greece _ working
round of elections for their own  Such dilemmas are: people, independent and freed
purposes. Why, for instance, didl. Euro or drachma, despite thédrom European commitments or g
SYRIZA (Coalition of the Radical fact that whether with the euro orGreece incorporated in the

Permanent Austerity T reaty
VOTE NO

Statement of the Communist
Party of Ireland

g0 5 D K ENTH A

o

On May 31, the people of
Ireland will vote on the “Treaty on
Stability, Coordination and
Governance in the Economic and
Monetary Union”, which can only
be called the Permanent Austerity
Treaty. While the public debate is
focused on this treaty, the
Government is quietly pushing
through the Dail its sister, the
“Treaty on the European Stability
Mechanism” (ESM). They are laid bare what this all means forbankers. The Irish Government
twins; they cannot be separated.working people, not just here inwill have to contribute nearly 11

The Permanent Austerity Treatylreland but throughout the billion Euros, whichitwill have to
is being presented as the means é&uropean Union. Angela Merkel, borrow in order to give it to the
bringing stability to the euro andthe German Chancellor, has saidfund.
the EU. Asin all cases, treaties andThe debt brakes [Treaty rules] The ESM constitutes an ever
national laws are but congealedvill be binding and valid forever. greater assault on democracy an
politics. Those who have economidNever will you be able to changethe transfer of even more powers
power and thereby political powerthem through a parliamentaryto a body outside this state and
will ensure that laws reflect their majority.” beyond the influence of the people
fundamental interests. They don’t Thiscanonly lead to a situation Itis for this reason that the case
care too much about the frilly stuffwhereby, if there is only so muchtaken by Thomas Pringle TD to

aslong as it does notinterfere wittmoney in the Government’s kitty, the High Court, where heis arguing &=
their power structures and profit-money will be made available tothat, because of the provisions in

making. service the debt, and only whatevethe ESM Treaty it must be put to

What this treaty is about isis left will be made available to the people, needs to be supporte
removing the ability of national meet the needs of the people. So Under the provisions of the
governments - never mind thewhenthe costof servicing the debESM, the “governors” and their
people - to determine what therises, the amount available to theagents will be above all national
economic and social prioritiespeople will be reduced - not thelaws and unaccountable. None o
should be. In our case the priorityother way round - because we willits documents and papers can b
is paying the corporate debtturnedhave to operate

this, balancing the books becomesontrols. body. Governments will have to
the priority, and part of the budget The Treaty on the ESM is ansubmit budgetary provisions for
must be the repayment, pluseven greater assault on nationaheir supervision. If the governors
interest, of this corporate debt.

As is always the case in ourBoard of Governors is being
society, we have to look at theestablished to “supervise” the

see IRISH VOTE, p. 11

Canadian observers attend
Marcha Patriotica in Colombia

d

|

D

within interfered with or intercepted by| |
into “sovereign debt.” To achieveconstitutionally determined national governments or any othef

democracy. Under this treaty aconsider it necessary they can :

By Kevin Neish, Victoria

On April 21-23, | attended the inaugural conference of the Mgrcha
Patriotica (MP) in Bogota, Colombia, as a representative of the
INSSP (International Network in Solidarity with Colombian Politifal
Prisoners). The Marcha Patriotica is a country-wide attempt tq pull
all the progressive, peasant, union, student, grassroots activigts and
politicians into one political party. A similar attempt to unite the|left
in the mid-1980s, called the Patriotic Union (UP). That resultad in
right-wing, government supported, paramilitary death squiads
murdering three UP presidential candidates and 4000 othgr UP
candidates, leaders and supporters in a massive bloody masgacre.

during the conference were related directly to Canadian mining and
oil companies oppressing peasant farmers and workers. Our Capadian
pension funds and stock holders directly support and profit from
these companies actions. It would appear that the human and Jabour
rights, supposedly protected in the Canada/Colombia Free Trade
agreement, are not worth the paper they are written on.

This new movement is led by former Colombian Senator Pigedad
Cordoba with the support of a broad range of other activistg and
political leaders. The conference hall was packed to overflowingwith
over 4000 brave activists, and the march itself had over 100,000
people attending from all over the country. President Santos brpught
in over 20,000 soldiers to intimidate and threaten the march.
Fortunately, thanks to the discipline of the activists, everything yvent
smoothly and peacefully.

Let's hope the Colombian government listens to this demod
grassroots movement and doesn't just violently cut it down
again.

(Victoria-based activist Kevin Neish was among the delegat
board theMavi Marmarawhen it was illegally seized by Isra
roops in June 2010. He has travelled several times to Colom
extend support to political prisonerse)
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Some of the 20,000 troops President Santos brought in to
Bogota to threaten the Marcha. (Photo: Kevin Neish)

underlying politics, and here isstability fund - a board made up of




10 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e JUNE 1-15, 2012

Saadat Manto’s legacy remains alive

Manto,

By Gurpreet Singh who admitted his was repeatedly charged for suc
The legacy of Saadat Hasaressays, revealing his pain over th8oth Thanda GoshandKhol Do
Manto, a progressive Urdu writer,partition. He made Pakistan hisreveal sexual violence agains

remains alive as secularists arountlome out of family compulsions, women during riots.
the world celebrate his birth but remained an ardent opponent These stories are still relevan
centenary this year.
A prominent Pakistani author, religious fanaticism and autocracywitness religious and sectariar
Manto was born on May 11, 1912are also explicit in his stories.bloodshed. The history of
in an undivided India. He grew upThose depicting the goriness andnassacres has been repeated ir
and studied in Punjab and endegains of partition became mostfree and secular India a number g
up becoming a professional filmread. Among them wer€handa times, most notably the anti-Sikh
scriptwriterin Bombay. However, Gosht (Cold Flesh),Khol Do pogrom of 1984 and anti-Muslim
he gained much prominence as éOpen It) andNangi Awaazein violence of 2002. Women
fiction writer who authored over (Naked Voices). belonging to these minority groupg
200 short stories. His first He was charged and tried forbecame atarget of sexual abuse I
collection was published in 1936.spreading obscenity and promotinghe mobs during these massacre
His first story,TamaashdShow) sexuality inThanda GhostThe Likewise, minorities continue to
was about the 1919 massacre ddtory is about a Sikh manwho triese persecuted in Pakistan. So mug
supporters ofthe passive resistana® rape a dead Muslim womanso, Shia and Sunni Muslims
movement by British troops in during riots. The incident renderscontinue to fightin a Muslim state.
Amritsar, Punjab. the Sikh impotent. Though Manto Nangi Awazeinis another of
The partition of India on Manto’s stories relevanttoday. The
religious lines in 1947 became & story is about the frustration of a

disappointment in one of hisoffences, he was never convicted.

oftheocracy. His anguish towardsas India and Pakistan continue t@

major turning point both in
Manto’s personal life and work.
The division came along with
independence from the British
occupation. A theocratic Muslim
state called Pakistan came intq
being, whereas India chose td
become a secular republic. Th¢
partition sparked sectarian
violence - innocent Muslims were
murdered on the Indian side anc
Hindus and Sikhs were massacre
on the Pakistani side.

Manto, who lived in Bombay,
migrated to Pakistan in 1948. Thid

newly married couple in arefuges
camp, who fail to make love

because of lack of privacy. Years
later, when Hindus were forced tg
flee the Indian side of Kashmir
due to threats from Islamic
militants and live in a tent city in

Delhi, it was reported that the
population growth came to halt in
the refugee camps.

Manto has left a legacy that car
help in bridging the cultural gap
between India and Pakistan, bu
also bring awakening against for-
ces inimical to people’s unity and

migration came as a rude shock t&aadat Manto, 1912-1955

Cuban women leading
the way for equality

Cuba may be the most feministand tertiary education enrollment,since 1959,” she told th&imes
country in Latin America, according to the Gender Gap‘Before 1959, women comprised
according to a May 1 commentaryreport. only 5 percent of university
intheNew York Timesvhichuses  In contrast, Brazil, ranks 82ndgraduates and only 12 percent o
figures from a United Nations overall in the world, though it the work force, often holding
survey on women in politics andmoved up three places last yeamenial jobs.”
other sources. with improvements in women’s Today, women make up 41

Cuba ranks No. 3 in the worldwages, estimated earned incompercent of the Communist
for the political participation of and the election of a female headParty, half of the island’s work
women in Parliament, and itistheof state, President Dilmaforce, the majority of students
only nation in Latin America to Rousseff. in high schools and universities
rank in the top 20 in the World  Sarah Stephens, the director 060 percent of university
Economic Forum Global Genderthe Center for Democracy in thefaculties and the majority of
Gap Report 2011. Americas, a Washington-basedrovosts and department heads

Cuba has a high number ofadvocacy and researchWomen hold top portfolios in
female professional and technicabrganization which opposes theministries and in key provincial
workers (60 percent of the totalU.S. embargo of Cuba, is workingpositions.
work force in those areas) and ironareportonthe status ofwomen. “Fidel Castro called for
Parliament (43 percent), aswellas “Cubanwomen tell us thattheywomen’s rights as a ‘revolution
high levels of primary, secondaryfeel lucky to have come of agewithin a revolution’ and this
commitment became tangible
through changes in legislation anc
policy,” Stephens says.

But she added that Cuban
women know that much more
remains to be done, and they
criticize the gaps between official
policy and practice. “Women

peace anywhere in the worlsl.

paradox’ in Cuba - a nation legally|
committed to equality but
harnessed to a historic structure g

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five patriarchy,” according to
Stephens.
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5th day (_arpheerr;s are also fears thaf

of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that he

. Fré€onomic changes in the country,
the Cuban Five:

which include laying off many
state workers, could reduce acces
to employment for women, and
that the aging of Cuba’s
population will place extra family
burdens on women. For example
if workplace lunch programs are
scaled back, more food will need
to be prepared at home, mos

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Phone 1-202-456-1111

Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

speak to us about a “gendef

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

U

Karkwa’' s “Le Bon Sens”

fnovative indie rock band Karkwa has been making wave
f Quebec for more than a decade. In 2010 their reputation spr
English-speaking Canada when they received the Polaris N
Prize, an annual award given to the best Canadian album, regd
of genre, sales or record label. It was interesting to notice,
watching video of one of the mammoth student protests for acce
Yeducation in Quebec, their sobg Bon Senbeing used as part of
PsoundtrackLe Bon Sengs from their award-winning album “Le
Chemins de Verre.” It's easy to see why Quebec students mig
hattracted to the song. Here’s a rough translation of a few lines
difficult to see Paradise with one’s face in the exhaust
Ferrari...liquid paper is effacing my name...I want to walk backwj
to move forward in the right direction.” Visit CBC Radio’s A Proy
website for host Jim Corcoran’s tribute to the band, including En
translations of six songs from “Les Chemins de Verre.”
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Norwegians sing out against Breivik

When Norwegian mass-murderer and Islamophobe Anders Bieivik
testified at his trial that Pete Seeger’s 1973 ddndrainbow Racé

was a tool of “cultural Marxists” to brainwash children, citizens of the
Scandinavian country responded swiftly. On April 26, 40,000 pgople
gathered at Oslo’s Youngstorget Square in the pouring rain, lifting
their voices to join folksinger Lillebjoern Nilsen in the Norweg|an
version of the song. At the same time, thousands more sang in public
squares across the country in defiance of Breivik's message of hate.
The 33-year-old Breivik, with ties to a network of far-right grotips

[ across Europe, went on a bombing and shooting rampage lagt July
that left 77 dead, most of whom were members of the Labour Party’s
youth wing. For a complete YouTube video, search with keywprds
“thousands of Norwegians in Youngstorget Square.”

Evalyn Parry at T oronto Mayworks

Singer-songwriter Evalyn Parry closed Toronto’s Mayworks fes
last month with an entertaining and politically-engaged concert
Gladstone Hotel. Parry, who's also an actor, playwright and dirg
accompanied herself on guitar and shruti box, and led band
David Celia (guitar), Ben Whiteley (bass) and Brad Hart (dry
through two sets of original material, touching upon a wide varigty of
political and personal themes, including a witty feminist take o the
history of cycling and a rap on the politics of bottled water. Between
sets with the band Parry offered a fascinating glimpse of a wark in
f progressTo Live in the Age of Meltingill deconstruct Canadi
folk icon Stan Rogers’ sordorthwest Passagand examine issugs
of Arctic sovereignty, global warming, colonization, folk music and
the history of conquestin the Canadian North. Stay tuned for mgre on
this ambitious project. For more info: www.evalynparry.com.

On Lache Rien (W e Don’t Give Up)

In 2011 HK & Les Saltimbanks, a French band from the norther city
of Lille, released its debut album “Citoyen du Monde.” Founddd in
.2006 by Kaddour Hadadi, a son of Algerian immigrants, the pand
blends blues, reggae and hip-hop with “chaabi’ (a style of Alggrian
folk music).On Lache RiefWe Don’t Give Up) is a celebratory sopg
from “Citoyen du Monde.” It was posted on YouTube last fall with
equally uplifting video images. The resultis a near-perfect expregsion
ofthe spirit of revoltthatis raging in Europe and throughout the world
these days. As the song says: “From deep in my ghetto to the ¢epths
of your countryside our reality is the same, and everywhere reyolt is
brewing.” Unless you're bilingual look for the version with Engljsh
subtitles. HK & Les Saltimbanks demonstrated their suppoft of
France’s new Left Front coalition when they performed at a magsive
rally in April at Place de la Bastille for presidential candidate Jean-
Luc Mélenchon. For more info: www.saltimbanks.fr/.

Drummer Billy Bryans: 1947-2012

Drummer, producer, and Parachute Club co-founder Billy Bry
died on April 23 after a long struggle with cancer. He

fremembered in a Toronto memorial and celebration on M4
Family and friends, as well as musicians and fans attend¢d an
afternoon drum procession, led by local Brazilian percusgsion
groups Samba Squad and Baque de Bamba, through Bryar|s’ old
hauntsinthe Queen Street West club district. Later the scene oved
to the Lula Lounge, the popular world music nightclub in the west
Send, for a moving memorial service followed by an evening of
performances by artists associated with the drummer during hjs 40-
year career, including Lillian Allen, Mojah, Molly Johnson, Lorrajne
Segato and Ken Whiteley. Billy Bryans will long be remembegred

, for his solidarity and friendship with musicians from the city’s
insurgent anti-racist, feminist and LGBT movements in the 1980s
and beyond, as well as with countless visiting artists from Latin

[ America, the Caribbean and Africs.
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Irish voters urged to say "NO"...
unemployed crisis that our country is mired in and
- that our children do not have to haven which it is sinking fast.

demand additional funds from to emigrate All the establishment talk about| 5 Pena Latinoamericana, 8
governments, which they have to-thatwe take back under public controthe forthcoming treaties is just waffle pm  Friday, May 25, and last
respond to within seven days - no ifsour rich natural resources - that weand spin to get us to accept the Chai”ﬁridayevening eachmonth, 706
or buts. National governments will repudiate the corporate debt shackledf debt around our necks. They tell ugc|ark Drive, $10 admission, all
have to submit to their demands andn our people. we might need another bail-out, andyajcome organized by La
priorities. The EU is not a vehicle for changeso the treaties are an insurance polic:yl-rova Nuéstra.

The principal drafters of this treaty butinstead is the main vehicle for debtThe problem is that we can’t afford . . o
were Goldman Sachs - internationaklavery and corporate control. It is thethe price of the first bail-out as it is, L€ft Film Night, “The Big Fix”,
corporate financiers. This is a virtualvehicle of choice of the ruling class andnever mind a second or a third one. Aidocumentary on BP Deepwater
coup d'etat by finance capital. Why?the big monopolies throughout Europethat means is that we borrow moreHorizon oil spill, Sunday, May
Because democracy is increasinglfor defending and advancing theirmoney from the very people to whom27, 7 pm, Centre for Socialist
becoming an obstacle to decisioneconomic and political interests. we already owe a mountain of debtEducation, 706 Clark Dr. Free,
making: it's too slow and cumbersome  Democracy and sovereignty are theand give it back to them at highinterestcall 604-255-2041 for info.
in their world of instant movement of very tools we need to tackle the deep A No vote is a vote against the dethtopWarAnnuaI Meeting, 11-
money and investment strategieseconomic, social, cultural and moraltrap and a vote to defend democte®y 4 gat. June 2. 65W. Cordova
Their virtual world runs much more in,cludés round’tablediscussior;
smoothly, unencumbered by having on Canadian Peace Alliance
2 e penhoral countries vil i Anna-Celestrya Carr wins campaign on “Peace and

e peripheral countries will in Prosperity, Not War and
effect become protectorates of the Tt M A S
dominant economic powers, with Women Of Distinction award Austerity.” For further info:
stopwar@resist.ca.

constant transfers of wealth on alongs . e
term structural basis as a result of th .V Manitoba Bureau Anna-Celestrya Carr, a Metis filmmaker an(?Deople’s Voice Victory
anquet, Sat., June 2, doors

continued from page 9

massive corporate debtimposed upo ne arts student, has won the 2012 YMCA-YWCA Women

the people. Once again, deb istinction’s public awareness award. Nominated by the Fem%’enGpm,guestspeakerJoey

repayment is the primary role for Collective and Cheryl-Anne Carr, Anna is a strong campaigner L tman (President of

governments. The elite wish to keegP€ace and human rights and was a candidate for Communist Par{[)’aWcouver & District Labour

working people in an unbreakable\Vinnipeg Centre in 2004 and 2006. . Council), international buffet
“debt trap.” In reaction to the hundreds of murdered and missing wome oo présentation live music.

The Irish Government and, Canada, Anna started the Men’s Banner Projectin 2007, an m_tera% ts $20 (low-income $10).

unfortunately, some trade unionperformance artpiece she bringsto rallies, festivals and gatherings 2Hf
’ . . . > ¢ 04-254-9836.

leaders appear to believe tha@sCentral Canada Comic-Con. Wearing traditional Aboriginal costume, i
democracy and sovereignty can beshe asks men to place their handprint on a banner saying they will n&¢&PE Membership, Sunday,
traded as some sort of bargaining chipaise their hand in violence against women. June 3, Dodson Conference
inthe hope of obtaining some reliefon  Thousands have done this, from young boys with their father&@ntre. Register 1:30, begins
the debt burden. The decision by foumctors such as William Shatner, Jonathan Frakes and Tim Robbindith community forum on
trade unions - Mandate, TEEU, CPSU, “Awards (aren’t) my sole focus when | work, so it’s quite lovely tgentrification in East Van, and
and Unite - to come out and call for ahe recognized,” said Carr. “It's more that | want to spread the woggneral meeting and reports
No vote is therefore to be welcomedpegple keep asking me what organization I'm with, but I'm not &nm30-4:30 pm.

This is significant new development qrganization. I'm an artist and this is part of my body of work. And | plan
and marks a possible move awayfroni0 do it for the rest of my life.”
the deadening impact of “social .

partnership.” {celestrya-mensbanner.blogspot.ca/

What's Left

Winnipeg, MB

Marxism Course , to register
or for info, contact Communist
Party of Canada, 586-7824 or
cpc-mb@change-
theworldmb.ca.

St. Catharines, ON

Solidarity Fundraiser for
CUPE 1287 (Lincoln County
Humane Society), on strike
since February, by Niagara
Regional Labour Council,
Friday, June 8, 7:30 pm, 124
Bunting Rd.

“A Taste of Cuba”, family
social afternoon of food, Cuban
music and dancing, Sunday,
June 17, 2-6 pm, 1760 Ridge
Rd, Ridgeway (FtErie). Special
Guests: Cuban Ambassador
Teresita Vicente Sotolongo,
Consul General Jorge Soberon
Luis. Cost$10, information and/
or RSVP to Dave (905-382-
3468), email:
ccfaniagara@yahoo.ca.
Canadian Cuban Friendship
Association of Niagara.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

To become involved in the project or learn more about it, visitht\/@eterans return medails...

Democracy and sovereignty are no
negotiating chips to be given away fo
some crumbs of relief. We have t
stand up for ourselves, reject thi
imposed debt, and demand
- that we end the destruction of ou
health service
- that patients not be lying on trolley
in hospitals
- that the cut-backs in education b
cancelled, so that our children can g
the schools they deserve J
- that public services and publicl:
enterprises not be privatised
- that work be provided for the

f

"Learning from the Past, Changing the Future”

Labour activists, university = The Conference opens on théabour organizing and protest,
professors and social justiceeveningofJune 13th with alabouwomen in the labour movement,
advocates will gatherin Edmontonhistory themed concert, featuringthe “Summer of 86" and human
this month, for the Alberta Labour noted Alberta singer-songwriterrights at work.

History Institute (ALHI) and activist Maria Dunn. The

conference being held June 14-16ollowing two days, June 14 anda series of academic papers anfd
15 will be highlighted by open presentations on labour history

at the University of Alberta.
“Lessons fromthe Past, Visionsdiscussions on topics as diverse a@s Alberta, Canada and beyond

for the Future,” an ambitious . .
attempt to bring generations of For further information:

activists together, is intended to http://alhi2012conference.ca/default.asp?mode=webpage&id

provide an open forum for free-
wheeling discussion of past
struggles - from the strike wave o
1986 to the struggles for workplace
safety and the fight for women’s
rights.

Organizers say the conferencg
is not about looking back, but
rather a chance to equip futurg
popular movements with tactical
and strategic lessons fromthe pasj.

“The labour movement, at its
best, has always been abo
changing the world for the better
for working people,” says ALHI
President Dave Werlin. “I believe
that young social and labour
activists today can make great us
of lessons from our past struggles
as seen through the eyes of peop
who participated in them and
academics who have studied
them.”

People'sVoice deadlines

June 16-30 issue: Thursday, June 7
July 1-31 issue: Thursday, June 21
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

Atthe same time there will be f

Olsen was almost killed last year
by Oakland police when they fired
year” and to “one-third of the a tear gas canister into the crowd
women in the military who are and it struck Olsen in the head.
sexually assaulted by their peers; “My name is Scott Olsen,” he
we talk about standing up for oursaid. “These medals once upon a
sistersin Afghanistan and we can'time made me feel good about
even take care of our sisters hereyvhat | was doing. They made me
he said. feel | was doing the right thing.
With the final medal, Hughes’ Then | came back to reality, and |
voice began to quiver with don’twantthese anymore.” Olsen
emotion. “This medal right here isthrew down his Global War on
because I'm sorry. I'm sorry to all Terror, Operation Iragi Freedom,
of you. I'm .... sorry,” he said. ~ National Defense and Good
The veterans came from aroundConduct medals.
the country including Arkansas, This is the first time since the
Ohio, Wisconsin and New York. Vietham War-whenantiwar veterans
When Iraq vet and Occupythrewtheirmedalsatthe U.S. Capitol
Oakland activist Scott Olsen tookin Washington - that such a large
the stage wearing a helmet theaumber of veterans protested war in
crowd cheered its recognition.such a dramatic wag.

continued from page 7
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20th Annual
|
PEOPLE'S VOICE
L.VICTORY BANQUET
Sat., June 2, 6 pm
Russian Hall, 600 Campbell Ave.,
. Vancouver
NG
7 GUEST SPEAKER
S Joey Hartman,
LS President of
T@iﬁ’ Vancouver & District
Labour Council
Tickets $20 International Buffet
($10 low-income) Video presentation
Ph. 604-254-9836 Live music
newlabourpress1@gmail.com
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The Nakba is ongoing for today’ s Palestinians

By Ramzy Baroud, Morning inju_stice are also yet to achigva_and Sawalfirwere occupied.There\/lohammed'sacco_unt. Hecandidly His lobby in Washington is
Star (UK) their _ultlmate objectives in is mass exodus from ne_arby z_ireastated: “Let us not ignore the truthmuch_ stronger than ever before.
Palestine. After all, Israel doesn’t[in Majdal]. We sustained five ourselves ... politically we are theHe reigns supreme, as he continues

The event marks the expulsiorhave defined boundaries bydead and 15 wounded.” aggressors and they defendo fulfil the “vision” of early
of nearly a million Palestinians, accident. More than 50 people were killedthemselves... The country is theirgionists.
while theirvillageswere destroyed. Israel’s first prime minister in Beit Daras that day. because theyinhabitit, whereaswe Old keys and deeds of stolen
The destruction of Palestine in want to come here and settle dowrlands attest to the intergenerational
1947-8 ushered in the birth of . and in their view we want to takeexperience that is the Nakba.
Israel. iy L, 2L marke'd the .64th anniversary ofithe Nakbq (!)ay away from them their country.” E)I'oday Palestinians continue to

Older generations relay the| SRR e e L C UL It is precisely for this reasonbe herded behind military
harsh and oppressive memory ol AT Ll that neither the old nor the youngcheckpoints. They are denied the
their collective experience 1o kbt Attt S have forgotten. Every day isright to proper medical care and
younger Palestinians, many oStk oo At U]  another manifestation of the sameheir ancient olive trees are
whom live their own Nakbas today. ke i A Sl protracted Nakba that has lasteduthlessly bulldozed.

In covering the Nakba, andTa‘nturaspread.They‘leftbehlr!d many of their belongings, 64 years now. Young people’s Whatlsraelhasnotbeenableto
sympathetic Arab and other medi bttt b oAU UELLED  hardships today are inextricablycontrol, however, is the resolve of
play sad music and show blacKiAUat SCIESLENELEIEREVUEREL - LISLEVDEREC SR  linked to the violent and horrific Palestinians. The prison, the
and white footage of displaced Itk A IURC RIS LR S TSl  Uprooting decades ago. checkpoint and the gun reside in
frightened refugees. They rightly It Th i b S R AL The Nakba has also remainedur collective memory in a way
emphasise the concept of SUMUCE TR I i SR an ongoing project throughthat cannot be held captive,
steadfastness, as they sholRaetrreritatibnttr LI RELRE LN generations of Israeli zionists.controlled or shot.

Palestinians of all ages holdingam st DAL LLLALER  \When Ben Gurion died in 1973, In fact, the Nakba is not a
onto the rusty keys of their home Skttt e L LR R DEVDE ¢ rrent Israeli Prime Minister specific date or an estimation of
and insisting on their right of return. Sk SUE L C S Benjamin Netanyahu was in histime but the entirety of those 64

Other, less sympathetic, media mid-twenties. He was then servingyears and counting.
discuss the Nakba as a side noteDavid Ben Gurion once An old Gazan woman, Um hislastyearintheIsraeliarmyand The event must not be assigned
a nuisance in the Israeli narrativeprophesied that “the old [refugeesMohammed, who | discussed intoday he rules Israel in a coalitionto the shelves of history - not as
of a nation’s supposedly willdie andtheyoungwillforget.” my book My Father Was A thatincludesalmostthree-quarteréong as refugees are still refugees

miraculous birth and its He spoke with the harshness oFreedom Fightemreferstowhatis of the Israeli parliament. and settlers continue to rob
progression to an idyllic oasis ofa conqueror. Ben Gurion carriedikely the same event: “The town Like most Israeli leaders, hePalestinian land.
democracy. out his war plans to the furthestwas under bombardment and ictontinues to contribute to the As long as Netanyahu speaks

What such reductionist extent possible. Every region inwas surrounded from all directions discourse by which Palestine washe language of Ben Gurion, other
representations often fail to showPalestine that was meant to b&here was no way out. The armedonquered. He speaks of peacécatastrophic” episodes will
is that the Nakba never trulytakenwas captured, its people werenen [the Beit Daras fighters] saidwhile his soldiers and armedfollow. And aslong as Palestinians
finished. Those who underwentexpelled or massacred in theithey were going to check on thesettlers take over Palestiniarhold ontotheirkeysand deeds, the
the pain and loss of the Nakba ar@omes and villages. road to Isdud to see if it was openhomes and farms. He make®ld may die but the young will
yet to receive the justice that was Ben Gurion “cleansed”the land They moved forward and shot fewrepeated offers to Palestinians fonever forget.
promised to them by thebut he failed to cleanse Israel'sshots to see if someone wouldunconditional’talks,asherepeats Ramzy Baroud (www.ram-

international community. past. Memory persists. Ben Guriorreturn fire. No-one did. But they his violent rejection of every zybaroud.net) is the editor of
UN Resolution 194 states thatreferenced my own family’svillage [the zionist forces] were hiding Palestinian aspiration. PalestineChronicle.come

“the refugees wishing to return toBeit Daras, which witnessed threeand waiting to ambush the people.

their homes and live at peace wittbattles and a massacre. “The armed men returned anc

their neighbours should be InanentryinhisdiariesonMaytold the people to evacuate thg j

permitted to do so at the earliestl2, 1948, he wrote: “Beit Daraswomen and children. The peoplg S =s .*.'

practicable date.” was mortared. Fifty Arabs [werewent out [including] those who| 3 " "
Those who wrought this killed]. The [villages of] Bashit were gathered at my huge hous¢" = & ~.\H’"'_ o
the family house. There werg == f“f.{
mostly children and kids in thef =0
B | house. The Jewish [soldiers] lef ;
the people get out and then the ;
whipped them with bombs andl = = &8 e
machine guns. More people fell = Palestinian
than those who were able to run Jﬁﬁ:gees 'fleeing“'-

My sisterand ... started runningt == = .
through the fields - we'd fall and| _}_ae" attacks
~ (1948)
1

get up. My sister and | escape
together holding each other's = = _
hands. The people who took the——
main road were either killed or

e e e eebs  Halifa University bans
guns fom the otner” Nakba Day event

Ben Gurion would not

necessarily doubt um Haifa University students and lecturers, among them
Knesset Member Muhammad Barakeh (a leader of Hadash,
the coalition led by the Communist Party of Israel)

protested on May 16 against the institution’s decision to
NE ws Fo R PE o PL E, ban a Nakba Day event on campus. Haifa University said
itinitially authorized Arab students to hold the event at the
N o T Fo R PRO F’ Ts., school’s auditorium because it was presented as a play

involving Arab-Palestinian actor Salim Daw. But officials
r—————— - —— A later learned that the function was a memorial for the

’ | “Nakba,” the catastrophe that befell the Palestinians with
Pe OPle S | the establishment of the State of Israel 64 years ago.
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year

Muhammad Halaila, chair of the Hadash branch on
U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

'l,-.-' " '_.

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

campus, told Al Ittihad daily newspaper: “From the
beginning, the eventwas described to the dean as one that
is meant to mark Nakba Day in collaboration with Jewish
and Arab students and faculty.”

Halaila, a third-year political studies and
communications student at the school, accused the dean
of caving in to pressure from the Education Minister and
other officials. “This is a very bold statement indicating

And we do more than that-we Name that the freedom of speech and academics are being
report and analyze event s from a reduced to nothing,” he said.
revolutionary perspective, helping Address The students are considering going through legal

channels to compel the university to allow such events in
the future. During the rally, 200 protesters wielded

. _ s Palestinian and red flags, as well as signs bearing the
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice, education minister’s image with the saying “Fascism

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 Won't Go Away.” They chanted slogans against oppression
every p age—in every issue! L 12/10 and in favour of coexistence between Jews and Arabs. @

to build the movement s for justice

and equality , and eventually for a Postal Code




