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Throwing off the fear imposed by
decades of brutal military
repression, thousands of

Guatemalans are taking to the
streets to demand genune
democracy and reforms.

The Communist Party of Canada's

leadership met in June to work on

plans to nominate about 25

candidates in the federal election.

A member of the Canadian Union of

Postal Workers is among the fifty-

plus international activitists taking

part in Freedom Flotilla III, bringing

material aid and political solidarity to

the blockaded people of Gaza.

In the dark

about the TPP...
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PHOTO: http://toronto.mediacoop.ca/photo/canada-cant-hide-genocide-rally/3784

Statement
on page 5

While Canada backs Kiev regime,
US House bars arms for Neo-

Fascists: story on page 7

Celebrate Pride - defeat Harper!

see editorial, page 4

“(Ukrainian legislator and white supremacist Andriy) Biletsky landed in prison in 2011, after his
organization took part in a series of shootouts and fights. Following Ukraine’s so-called revolution
of dignity last year, he was freed as a political prisoner; right-wing organizations, with their
paramilitary training, played an important part in the violent phase of the uprising against former
President Viktor Yanukovych. The new authorities — which included the ultra-nationalist party
Svoboda — wanted to show their gratitude. The war in the east gave Biletsky’s storm troopers a
chance at a higher status than they could ever have hoped to achieve. They fought fiercely, and last

fall, the 400-strong
Azov Battalion [at
left] became part of
the National Guard,
receiving permis-
sion to expand to
2,000 fighters and
gaining access to
heavy weaponry. So
what if some of its
members had Nazi
symbols tattooed on
their bodies and the
unit’s banner bore
the Wolfsangel, used
by the Nazis during
WW2?



2  •  PEOPLE’S VOICE  • JULY 1-31, 2015

Here's my contribution
to the PV Fund Drive!

Enclosed please find my donation of $_____
to the 2015 People's Voice Press Fund Drive.

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

City/town  ______________________________

Prov. ________  Postal Code _______________

Send your contribution to:

People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

BBQs and picnics to wrap up People's Voice DriveBBQs and picnics to wrap up People's Voice DriveBBQs and picnics to wrap up People's Voice DriveBBQs and picnics to wrap up People's Voice DriveBBQs and picnics to wrap up People's Voice Drive

The meeting of the Central
Committee CPC salutes the 80th
anniversary of the 1935 On to
Ottawa Trek - one of the most
iconic episodes in the history of
the working class struggle in
Canada. On this occasion, we pay
tribute to the leaders of the Trek -
Arthur “Slim” Evans, Robert
“Doc” Savage and other working
class heroes who fearlessly took
on the bosses, the police, the
military, and right-wing
politicians.

At the same time, we stress the
need to understand the lessons of
the past in today’s context.

The On to Ottawa Trek was
initiated by the communist-led
Relief Camp Workers Union at
the height of the Great Depression,
after five years of vicious ruling
class attacks on the living
standards and rights of the
working class across the country.
Today we are experiencing
another period of economic crisis
for the capitalist system, which
has seen a rebound of corporate
profits since 2008, but no real
economic recovery for working
people. Once again, the gap
between the ultra-wealthy and the
mass of the people has increased
sharply, reflecting the intensified
exploitation of workers as bosses
use the “reserve army of labour”
to drive down wages and impose
austerity cuts.

The Trek was an outstanding
example of the capacity of the
working class to mobilize militant
resistance and win broad support
for immediate demands. These
included the famous slogan of
“work and wages” and closure of
the “20 cents a day” slave labour
camps, but also the eight-hour day,

"Mass struggle is still the key to victory"

Special resolution on the 80th anniversary
of the On to Ottawa Trek, adopted by the
Central Committee of the Communist Party

of Canada, June 13-14, 2015

unemployment insurance, old age
pensions, access to health care,
the right to organize into trade

unions, an end to police state
repression, and much more. The
generation of radical working class
activists who took part in the Trek
and other labour battles of that
decade were in the forefront of
mass labour and democratic
movements around these issues
from the late 1930s through the
post-WW2 era. Their struggles
were a decisive rebuff to the earlier
domination of narrow craft
unionism, and to the class
collaborationist strategies of
opportunist labour leaders who
failed the working class so
completely during the early years
of the Depression.

We also note another important
historical parallel - the role of far-
right Conservative federal
governments, which act as the
political arm of the most
reactionary and aggressive
sections of the capitalist class. The
On to Ottawa Trek was a key event
in the mass struggles leading to the
defeat of R.B. “Iron Heel”
Bennett’s Tories, who had ordered
the brutal police attack on the
Trekkers and supporters on July 1,
1935 in Regina’s Market Square.
That attack blocked the Trek from
advancing eastward, but it did not
stop other Workers Unity League
members in Ontario from heading

to Ottawa to confront the Bennett
government. Today, the labour
movement and its allies can and

must play a leading role in mass
mobilizations to drive the Harper
Tories out of office, and then to

help build a broad, powerful, mass
extra-parliamentary movement
which could compel a new
government to reverse the
neoliberal austerity policies
imposed over the last three
decades.

In all such struggles, both
historic and present day, the
element of revolutionary working
class leadership is a crucial factor.
For over 90 years, Communists
have led many important battles
for labour rights, social justice,
democracy, equality, and

Slim Evans was an organizer for the Communist Party during the Great Depression, known for his
leadership during the Trek. This photo shows a picket protecting the Evans home in Vancouver,
on April 24, 1934. While he was in jail, the authorities tried to evict his wife and daughter. Supporters
successfully blocked the eviction for a month, until police stormed the home while many were at
a relief office picking up their food rations. Source: Glenbow Archives #NA-3634-2

solidarity. The renewed growth of
the Communist Party and the
Young Communist League in the
recent period is proof that in hard
times, a successful fightback
requires militant, class struggle
strategies.

(To mark this occasion, the
Communist Party will hold
wreath-laying ceremonies on July
1 at the gravesite of Arthur “Slim”
Evans in Burnaby's Ocean View
Cemetery. For information, call
the Party’s Vancouver office,
at604-254-9836)

Encouraging scabs will not
end London strike, says CUPE

 The City of London’s tactics of hiring replacement workers and
encouraging scabs to provide the services normally delivered by the
striking workers will not end the labour dispute, said CUPE 101 on
June 22.

“While Mayor Brown makes blanket statements of ‘valuing city
workers’, it appears the City Manager is doing quite the opposite of
what the mayor is saying publicly,” said Shelley Navarroli, president
of CUPE 101. “Hiring replacement workers and openly encouraging
scabs are certainly not valuing or showing respect to our members.
The only way for this dispute to end is to have meaningful discussions
at the bargaining table about the issues in dispute so that the parties
can find a resolution to the strike. For some reason, the City’s
spokesperson refuses to do this at the bargaining table or in answer
to correspondence from the Union.”

“Council has been following the top managers’ agenda and
workers are still out on strike and the residents and businesses are
without services that our members provide – so perhaps council
needs to stand up for London residents by asking some basic
questions like, who’s agenda is driving this strike and why are
management negotiators maintaining the same position on contract
takeaways with no wholesome discussion with the Union about
their issues, while refusing arbitration as the union offered,” said
Navarroli.

“Aside from the Mayor, there are 14 other elected officials in
the city, and they need to question management’s approach to
labour relations and negotiations. It is time for the rest of
council to show leadership, after all they are the ones who were
elected by Londoners, and they certainly did not elect the City
Manager and other top administrators. All of the council members
have a responsibility to find a solution to end this strike and not
sit back with disinterest to let whatever game that is being
played continue.

We are still ahead of last year’s
pace, but time is running out before
the federal election demands
everybody’s attention, so keep sending
your donations! We now have a grand
total of $38,422 towards our $50,000
target, or 76.8% percent. Several
upcoming fundraisers are expected to
bring in about another $7,000, but we
must make these successful.

Ontario has now taken the lead
in the Fund Drive, with $20,455
turned in, or 92.9% of their target,
followed by Alberta with $3021
(86% of their $3500 quota), British
Columbia ($13,364, which is 67%
of the $20,000 quota for the west
coast), Saskatchewan ($385, or 65%
of their $600 provincial target),
Quebec with $265 (53% of $500),
Nova Scotia with $510 (51% of
$1000), and Manitoba ($400, or

20% of the $2000 target). We have
also received a $25 donation from
Newfoundland and Labrador, and a
generous $382 from internationalist
readers in the United States.

Special thanks go out to the Sergio
Montivero Club and our friends
from La Trova Nuestra, who hosted
a wonderful evening of Latin
American songs and dinner at the
CSE in Vancouver on June 20, raising
$475 towards the BC target.

The next special fundraiser is in
Toronto during the CPC (Ontario)
28th Convention, where readers can
meet the delegates and raise a Glass at
a “Saturday Night Jazz BBQ”, 6:30
pm, Saturday, July 4. The BBQ will
be at 526 Main Street (Main Station);
in the event of rain, it will move to the
GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Ave.
Tickets are $20 or pay what you can -

everyone welcome.
Also on July 4, from 2:30 to 5 pm,

a PV picnic organized by our
Edmonton supporters will take place,
including hot dogs and other goodies,
live music, and entertainment for the
kids. It’s all free, but they will be
asking for donations! PV Editor
Kimball Cariou will be present to
meet readers, but the location has
been changed to 2120 - 35 St. NW, in
the Mill Woods area of the city.

A week later, Toronto-area readers
are invited to the Davenport Club’s
Annual People’s Voice BBQ 2-5
pm, Sat., July 11 (rain or shine), 58
Albany Ave. (one street east of
Bathurst, north of Bloor). Meat and
vegetarian dishes, $20/person ($10
for students, low- and unwaged),
children under 12 free. Please RSVP
to 416-536-6771 or email to
omayasim@sympatico.ca to help
estimate how much to cook!

Another annual event is the
Nanaimo Club’s Moncada Day
Picnic, Saturday, July 25, 4-7 pm,
featuring a salmon BBQ at just $10
per plate, live music, and raffle draw.
Join us at 530 Wakesiah Avenue in
Nanaimo, call Gilberto 250-754-4277
or Alan 250-760-0252 for details.

Finally, our biggest summer
fundraiser, the annual PV Walk-A-
Thon organized by the Lower Fraser
Club, will be on Sunday, August 9, at
Bear Creek Park in Surrey, BC. Gather
at 11 am at the picnic area by 140 St.
and 88 Ave. for the walk through the
park, followed at noon by the
wonderful international buffet lunch,
and then a cultural/political program.
For information, call Harjit at 604-
543-7179.
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CUPE Alberta urges rapid
minimum wage increase

A union representing 35,000 Alberta workers is calling on the
province’s new NDP government to move quickly on its pledge to
increase the minimum wage to $15/hour.

The Canadian Union of Public Employees, Alberta Division
(CUPE Alberta), is participating in the consultation of the public
and stakeholders regarding Alberta’s minimum wage. CUPE Alberta
President Marle Roberts says the government should increase the
minimum wage by $2.40/hour to $12.60 on October 1st followed by
$0.48 cent increases every six months.

“No Albertan should have to work 40 hours per week and still
live below the poverty line,” said Roberts. “Our minimum wage has
not kept up with inflation and we need rapid action to catch up
quickly.”

Roberts said the special, lower rate for alcohol servers should
also be eliminated quickly, noting that nine out of thirteen Canadian
jurisdictions have no such distinction.

“A two-tiered minimum wage structure leads to and encourages
confusion and abuse,” said Roberts. “There is no rational argument
to pay one group of workers less than another.”

The report of an Industrial Inquiry Commission confirms that a
21-month strike at a Toronto beer can factory is being prolonged by
the illegal behaviour of U.S.-based multinational Crown Holdings,
says the United Steelworkers (USW).

Commissioner Morton Mitchnick, appointed by the Ontario
government in March to lead the inquiry and seek a resolution to the
protracted dispute between Crown and its Toronto employees, submitted
his report on June 17 to Ontario Labour Minister Kevin Flynn.

“We commend Commissioner Mitchnick’s efforts in trying to
settle this dispute and we agree with many of the commissioner’s
findings,” said USW Ontario Director Marty Warren. “We believe
the commissioner’s report supports what we have been saying for
a long time. This dispute continues due to Crown’s intransigence,
particularly its insistence that many striking employees will not
return to work – a position that violates the Ontario Labour
Relations Act. This American company’s violation of our labour
laws is prolonging the misery of 120 working families in our
community.”

Crown provoked the strike in September 2013 by demanding
massive concessions from its employees, members of USW Local
9176. Rather than negotiate a fair settlement, the company hired
scabs to operate the plant and try to break the strike. Prior to the
dispute, Crown had recognized its Toronto workers for operating
its most productive manufacturing plant in North America.

In his report, Mitchnick acknowledges the USW’s contention
that the major impediment to resolving the strike is whether striking
workers will return to their jobs once a collective agreement is
negotiated.

“Crown has prolonged this impasse and has singled out 34
workers for dismissal,” Warren said.

In his report, Mitchnick agrees with the union’s view that the
parties have gotten to a point where their positions are not far apart,
except for the return to work issues.

“The Company has not demonstrated real movement … on the
return to work protocol, in particular for what has become known
as the ‘34’ … but also on the question of strikers versus replacement
workers generally,” says Mitchnick, who notes that Crown failed to
provide “any clear articulation” of its reasons for its position.

The USW has filed an unfair labour practice complaint with the
Ontario Labour Relations Board. The complaint will be heard by
the Board on July 7.

Christian Martel, a recently
retired letter-carrier from the
Quebec City area, left on June 17
to join the Freedom Flotilla III
that is headed to Gaza. He is one of
over fifty citizens from different
countries, and he is joined by three
other Canadians: Robert Lovelace,
member of the Ardoch Algonquin
First Nation, Kevin Neish, an
activist from Victoria, BC, who is
already on board the Marianne,
which left Sweden several weeks
ago, and Ehab Lotayef, an engineer
and poet from Montreal, member
of the steering committee for the
Canadian Boat to Gaza and the
Freedom Flotilla Coalition.

Martel, an retired member of
the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers (CUPW) and for many
years head of the Quebec section
and international solidarity issues,
as well as being a member of the
Quebec Federation of Labour
(FTQ) executive, is engaging in
an act of courage and solidarity
toward the Palestinian people.

The population of Gaza lives in
an open-air prison, or, as Lovelace
puts it, “in the world’s largest
Indian reservation”. The blockade
of Gaza, imposed by Israel since
2007, is illegal and immoral. It
violates international law,
specifically the fourth Geneva
Convention, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the International

Quebec postal worker joins the Freedom Flotilla III

The Marianne, which is en route to Gaza.

Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (Article 1), the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (Article 13), and the
International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of
the Crime of Apartheid. This
blockade is killing the population
little by little.

All of this is happening in front
of our eyes, with the complicity of
the international community and
in particular that of the Canada’s
Harper government, whose
unconditional and obsessive
support for Israel essentially
constitutes a “declaration of war”

on the Palestinian people. As
Martel says: “when we witness
this kind of situation, we need to
assume our responsibilities.”

The gathering of supporters that
saw Christian Martel off at the
airport included a Québec Soli-
daire representative, who delivered
a statement of support from his
party. A number of Québec
organizations support Martel and
what he is doing, including the
Ligue des droits et libertés, the
Québec Federation of Labour, the
Confédération des syndicats
nationaux, the Centrale des
syndicats du Québec, the Greater

Montréal Central Council of the
CSN, the Centre Internationale de
Solidarité Ouvrière, the Associa-
tion québécoise des organismes
de coopération internationale,
Fédération des femmes du Québec,
Palestinians and Jews United,
Independent Jewish Voices, the
Justice and Faith Centre, BDS-
Québec Coalition, and the Trois-
Rivières Solidarity Committee.

The Freedom Flotilla III sets
its course on Gaza to call for an
immediate end to this inhumane
blockade This peaceful inter-

national initiative bears witness
to the fact that Israel’s treatment
of Gaza Palestinians is not done
“in our name”, that to the
contrary, Israel’s position is
increasingly rejected across the
globe. “It’s time for the criminal
blockade of Gaza to end. Until
human rights are respected and
Palestinians are given control of
their own destiny, peace in the
region will remain a distant
dream,” commented Mike
Palecek, CUPW National
President. ●

Canadian Boat to Gaza

http://www.tahrir.ca/content/donate

https://www.facebook.com/CanadaBoatGaza

Twitter: @CanadaBoatGaza

Report confirms Crown Holdings
prolonging beer can strike

The National Council of
Canadian Muslims (NCCM), a
civil liberties and advocacy
organization, says the federal
government’s new legislation to
ban the niqab (face veil) from
citizenship oaths undermines the

Labour updates from Vancouver

By Peter Marcus

The regular meeting of the Vancouver and District Labour Council
on June 16 was preceded by a pizza education presentation by Randy
Stuart, Vice President and Chief Shop Steward of CUPE 7000, which
represents Southern Rail workers, and Carmela Allevato, their lawyer.
The tactics of the legal team and the members during the lockout earlier
this year were examined as an example and inspiration to other unions
when in dispute with their employers.

Delegates also heard from Mike Treen, representing a New Zealand
union, UNITE, which fought on behalf of fast food workers employed
by MacDonald’s and the like. Treen said it took ten years, but these
places are now organized and have contracts. Employees now earn
$14.75 (New Zealand currency) and get 15 minute breaks and steady hours.

It was reported that the Maritime Labour Center’s future was still
uncertain, and that the Council office might move to the B.C. Federation
of Labour building near the Joyce Skytrain station as an interim
location. But on June 17, longshore workers at a large meeting of ILWU
Local 500 - one of the unions which owns the Centre - overwhelmingly
voted to delay a vote on the proposal to leave the MLC, putting the entire
moving project in doubt.

VDLC President Joey Hartman announced that the 22nd annual
Queen Alexandra Elementary School hot lunch program fundraiser will
take place at Fraserview Hall in September. The featured speaker will
be Bill Fletcher Jr., a leading activist and writer on labour and race in
the U.S., who works for the AFL-CIO.

Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association (VESTA)
responded to the provincial auditor’s report which recommended
closing 19 public schools, increasing class size and bringing in 5,000
more overcharged international students. The union warns that this will
lead to privatization. Teachers will rally on June 29 to oppose the
recommendations.

A Canadian Union of Postal Workers delegate said that Canada Post
keeps changing temp agencies to avoid unionizing their casuals. Forty
casual workers were escorted out of worksites in Toronto, Montreal and
Vancouver by one of these agencies, which CUPW calls union busting.

In another report, there is a lockout of COPE 378 members who are
picketing at the BC Auto Association office at 3579 Goring Ave. in
Burnaby. A union rally calling for a living wage will be held at
Vancouver City Hall on Wed., July 8 at 9 am. ●

principles of freedom and equality.
The government has introduced

the Oath of Citizenship Act which
would require new citizens to show
their faces while taking the oath
during citizenship ceremonies.
While the bill has no chance of

adoption before Parliament breaks
for the October election, it signals
the government’s intent to whip
up fear and hatred against
minorities.

The Federal Court of Canada
ruled last February that a previous
decree implemented by the
government to ban women wearing
niqab from taking the oath was
“unlawful”.  The government is
appealing that ruling.

“It is very disheartening that
our government is spending so
much time and effort to revive
what is essentially a manufactured
issue which appears to be being
used for political purposes,” says
Ihsaan Gardee, NCCM’s
Executive Director.  “Fundamental
rights, including religious freedom,
cannot be determined based on a
popularity contest or on the whims
of elected leaders heading into an
election.”

“Canadian women have long
established their right to make their
own decisions; taking away that
right has nothing to do with equality
as the government claims and
everything to do with mar-
ginalization and political pan-
dering,” says Amira Elghawaby,
NCCM’s Communications
Director. “We’ve already seen a
Quebec Muslim woman prevented
from accessing justice because a
judge thought her hijab (head scarf)
was unsuitable. The Charter of
Rights and Freedoms applies to all
of us, not a select few.”

Research indicates that only a
tiny minority of Canadian Muslim
women wear the niqab and have
no issue removing it for security
and identification purposes. In a
landmark ruling on wearing a niqab
while testifying in court, the
Supreme Court of Canada artic-
ulated the need to balance fun-
damental rights and freedoms. ●

“Niqab bill” undermines rights
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PV Vancouver Bureau

Supporters of Canada’s uni-
versal Medicare system were
relieved in mid-June when Dr. Alan
Ruddiman was elected as the new
president of Doctors of B.C.
(formerly the BC Medical Asso-
ciation). Ruddiman won a run-off
election against Dr. Brian Day,
who supports expanding privately
funded healthcare, by a 3,065 to
2462 vote margin, or 55.5% to
44.5%.

Day, an orthopedic surgeon and
founder of the for-profit Cambie
Surgery Centre, was originally
elected president by a one-vote
margin, until a recount determined
that one ballot had not been
counted, making the result a tie.

The initial count had sent shock
waves, seeming to indicate that BC
doctors backed Day’s longstanding
campaign to replace the single-
payer system for compensating
doctors, by adding a second “two-

tier” parallel private system.
On his campaign website, Day

boasted that he has campaigned
for over 20 years to “liberate both
patients and doctors from policies
and laws that ration access and
funding.”

Day’s clinic has launched a
constitutional challenge against the
B.C. government over its attempt
to stop his company from billing
patients directly. The court case
was filed after the B.C. Medical
Services Commission determined
in 2012 that the clinic and its related
Specialist Referral Clinic were
repeatedly extra billing in violation
of the Medicare Protection Act. A
partial audit at the time found that
Day’s clinics had unlawfully billed
patients $491,654 over a single
month period. The clinics were
ordered to stop breaking the law,
but refused. The court case has
been delayed at least twice while
Day attempts to negotiate some
kind of settlement with the province,

possibly indicating that his chances
of success in the courts are doubtful.

Day claims that for-profit health
care will make hospital wait-lists
shorter, but international evidence
shows that increasing for-profit
care has no impact on public wait
times.

Pro-Medicare groups point out
that while wait times for some
elective surgeries do need to be
addressed, there is considerable
evidence showing that, in some
cities and provinces, innovations
in the public system are shortening
wait times in ways that benefit
everyone. Adding a second private
tier would not solve these
challenges, they argue; in fact, this
would mean longer wait times,
poorer health, and runaway health
care costs for Canadians.

The fundamental flaw in Day’s
argument is the invalid assumption
that Canada has an over-supply of
trained medical personnel; in fact,
establishing a full parallel private
system would tend to attract large
numbers of doctors, leaving most
of the population facing longer
wait times for access to a smaller
pool of specialist physicians and
other health professionals.

The BC Health Coalition warns
that adopted a US-style health
system would put enormous new
cost burdens onto most Canadians.
In the United States, the cost of
insurance for an average family of
four is $16,000 per year, and most
bankruptcies are caused by high
medical bills. ●

Medicare supporters breathe sigh of relief

National Aboriginal Day celebrations

Activities were held  on June 21 to mark National Aboriginal Day,
which took place just two weeks after the release of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission report documenting Canada's record
of genocide against Aboriginal peoples. Above, hundreds of
people marched along Commercial in Vancouver, including
students from the BC Native Education College. PV photo by
Roberto Moraga.

Celebrate Pride & defeat Harper!
As the summer season of LBGTTQ+ Pride events kicks off, People’s

Voice sends warm greetings to all those taking part in celebrations,
parades, picnics and other activities over the next few months.

Many historic legal, political and cultural victories for equality rights
have been gained since the first Pride parades were held. And more
progress is being achieved around the world, as seen in the recent Irish
referendum on same-sex marriage rights. Another breakthrough over
the past year has been the growing movement to end all forms of
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender expression/
identity, such as the welcome action by many School Boards to make
schools safer and more welcoming for trans* students.

But the struggle for human rights continues to face resistance and
even violence from anti-equality forces. Despite the racist stereotype
that bigotry is a “third world” problem, the reality is that hatred and
gaybashing remain common in Canada. Homophobic and
transphobic ideas are being deliberately exported from North
America and Europe by fundamentalist groups and far-right
ideologues. Here at home, the Senate has stalled Bill C-279, which
aims to amend the Canadian Human Rights Code by adding “gender
identity” to hate-crime legislation provisions.

These right-wing forces hope to undermine united working class
resistance to the corporate austerity agenda, by scapegoating the
LGBTTQ+ community, racialised groups and other minorities. We
must stand on the principle that “an injury to one is an injury to all.”
Full legal and political protections for sexual orientation and gender
expression/identity are urgently needed to strengthen working class
unity. Such unity will be necessary in October to defeat the
Conservatives - the favoured party of big business, and the political
home for so-called “family values” bigots who want to roll back
LGBTTQ+ equality and women’s access to reproductive rights.

Confronting racism and fascism
Seemingly unconnected events sometimes reveal patterns which

are not immediately obvious. One such pattern is the re-emergence
of racist and fascist ideas which had been consigned to history.

South of the border, the mass shooting at the Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston - the historic church of
slave revolt hero Denmark Vesey - was not the act of a disturbed
individual. The killer openly upheld the centuries-long “tradition”
of white supremacy, which includes countless murders, rapes,
lynchings and police killings against Black Americans. The Civil
War victory over the southern slavocrats was not enough to root out
their inhuman ideology, which survives in a modern United States
where corporate profits are boosted by the exploitation and
oppression of racialized minorities.

Across the ocean, Hitlerism was smashed on the battlefields of
WW2, with the Soviet people and their Communist Party playing the
decisive military role. But US imperialism refused to complete the
task of eradicating Nazism, choosing instead to turn the remnants of
the fascist machine against the USSR and its socialist allies. Today the
followers of these fascists are in power in Kiev, and spreading
xenophobic and homophobic terror across the rest of the continent.

Here at home, Stephen Harper stubbornly refuses to utter the “G”
word, maintaining the shameful pretence that the genocidal policies
imposed on indigenous peoples by colonialism were “mistakes” -
not fundamental characteristics of the racist ideology of white
European Christian supremacy. And at the “grassroots” level, neo-
nazis are seeking to turn legitimate anger over falling living standards
into violence against immigrants and refugees.

Such expressions of fascist and racist ideology are encouraged by
a ruling class desperate to maintain control at a time of deepening
capitalist economic crisis. These ideas must not be trivialized - they
must be confronted and beaten back wherever they emerge.
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BBQBBQBBQBBQBBQ
CPC (Ontario) 28th Convention

Meet the Delegates! Raise a Glass!
at the Saturday Night Jazz BBQ

6:30 pm, Sat., July 4
526 Main Street, Toronto (Main Station)

(or in the event of rain, at the GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Ave.)

$20 or pay what you can - Everyone welcome!
Proceeds to People’s Voice

Resolution adopted by the
Central Committee, Com-
munist Party of Canada,
June 13-14,  Toronto

The report of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission
chaired by Justice Murray Sinclair
is an important milestone in the
struggle to achieve reconciliation
and to overcome the legacy of
racist colonial policies imposed
upon Aboriginal peoples by the
European imperialist powers and
later by the Canadian capitalist
state. The Communist Party of
Canada welcomes the TRC report
and pledges our support for its 94
recommendations, which would be
a significant step towards full
equality, and social justice for
Aboriginal peoples. We also
express full support for demands
to extend the truth and recon-
ciliation process to include the
impact of the “day schools”
attended by thousands of Metis
and First Nations children.

As the summary report of the
TRC states: For over a century,
the central goals of Canada’s
Aboriginal policy were to
eliminate Aboriginal governments;
ignore Aboriginal rights; terminate
the Treaties; and, through a
process of assim-ilation, cause
Aboriginal peoples to cease to exist
as distinct legal, social, cultural,
religious, and racial entities in
Canada. The establishment and
operation of residential schools
were a central element of this
policy, which can best be described
as “cultural genocide.”

This conclusion is firmly based

"Reconciliation means acknowledging genocide"Reconciliation means acknowledging genocide"Reconciliation means acknowledging genocide"Reconciliation means acknowledging genocide"Reconciliation means acknowledging genocide
and taking action to end colonialism"and taking action to end colonialism"and taking action to end colonialism"and taking action to end colonialism"and taking action to end colonialism"

on the facts and on international
law, which recognizes several
categories of genocide, including
the mass killing of members of a
targeted group (physical geno-
cide); and destruction of structures
and practices that allow the group
to continue as a
group (cultural
genocide).

During the
TRC’s six year
journey across the
country, thou-
sands of coura-
geous witnesses
came forward,
including many
Indian residential
school survivors,
whose legal and political struggles
forced the federal government to
establish the Commission. Their
testimonies and other findings
showed that the residential school
system, operated by the churches

and funded by the government,
was a major element of the
colonialist strategy to create a
“white man’s country” by elim-
inating and/or forcibly assimilating
indigenous peoples. Of the
150,000 students who were forced

to attend these
schools, an
estimated 6,000
(and probably
more) died from
disease, mal-
nutrition, appall-
ing housing
conditions and
violence. Thou-
sands of students
were the victims
of physical and

sexual abuse, and they were
prevented from speaking indig-
enous languages or practising their
cultural and spiritual traditions..

To be truly meaningful, the
reconciliation process must

include acknowledgement by the
federal government of the core
findings of the TRC, and concerted
action to implement its recom-
mendations. Instead, the Harper
Conservative government has
showed its lack of respect for
Aboriginal peoples by ignoring
the TRC’s conclusions regarding
cultural genocide, and by dis-
missing key recommendations,
such as unqualified acceptance of
the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
and a national inquiry into the
1200-plus murdered and missing
Aboriginal women and girls. The
federal government’s true pri-
orities are shown by its treatment
of indigenous land defenders and
opponents of corporate energy and
resource extraction projects as
potential terrorist threats to
Canada’s economic security. This
is one of the many reasons why the
Harper Conservatives – the most
viciously anti-working class and
racist party of big business – must
be defeated in the October 2015
federal election.

The Communist Party of
Canada was the first political party
in this country to condemn the
genocidal racist oppression of
Aboriginal peoples, and to fight
for their full rights of self-
determination, including just and
prompt settlement of land claims.
We give unconditional support
for the TRC’s condemnation of
cultural genocide, and for its calls
to adopt the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
and to establish a national inquiry
into the tragedy of murdered and

missing Aboriginal women and
girls. We will continue to
advocate for an equal and
voluntary part-nership of
Aboriginal peoples, Quebec and
English-speaking Canada,
including a new con-stitutional
arrangement which guarantees the
full participation of Aboriginal
peoples, protecting and extending
their inherent national rights. We
demand immediate action to close
the gap in education, employment,
housing, access to clean drinking
water, and other indicators of
living standards. Not least, we
express full solidarity with all
Aboriginal peoples engaged in
resistance against the expansion
of fracking, extraction and export
of the tar sands, and other forms
of corporate exploitation of
natural resources.

Finally, we note that the TRC
report is not the first expression of
the need for fundament change to
overcome the racist legacy of
colonialism within Canada. The
historic 1996 report of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples made many significant
recommendations, only to be
largely ignored by Liberal and
Conservative governments over
the past two decades. This must
not be the fate of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. We
welcome the expressions of
support for the TRC report and
recommendations coming from
many labour and people’s move-
ments, and we will continue to call
for a powerful movement to place
this issue at the centre of the federal
election and beyond. ●

The Canadian Network on Cuba
(CNC) held a successful 7th Biennial
Convention in Toronto from May
30-31, 2015. Delegates from 19
member organizations were joined
by observers and invited guests
including His Excellency Julio
Garmendía Peña, Ambassador of
Cuba to Canada, Javier Domokos
Ruiz, Toronto Consul General of
Cuba and other Cuban diplomats.

The Convention had the honour
of hosting Fernando González Llort,
one of the Five Cuban Heroes who
had been imprisoned unjustly for
defending Cuba from terrorist
attacks launched from the United
States. Fernando Gonzalez par-
ticipated in his capacity as Vice-
President of the Cuban Institute for
Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP).

Also present was Dr. José de
Jesús Portilla García, who had just
completed a nine-city tour to raise
awareness about Cuba’s contri-
bution to addressing the Ebola crisis
in West Africa.

A public meeting on the evening
of May 30 was the highlight of the
Convention. Fernando González
Llort spoke to a standing room-only
audience at the United Steelworkers
Hall to celebrate the freeing of all
the Five Cuban Heroes. Fernando
declared his appreciation for the
contribution of the Canada-Cuba
solidarity movement to the struggle
to win their freedom, stating: “On
behalf of my four brothers and our
families, thank you. This victory
belongs to all of you.”

Fernando also emphasized that
the international solidarity
movement still faces the task of
ending the U.S. policy of hostility
and aggression. He noted that the
struggle “hasn’t ended. We won a
battle but the blockade remains and
Guantanamo base is still there
[illegally on Cuban territory]. The
blockade impacts all aspects of
Cuban life.” He reiterated that
Havana is committed to maintaining
its internationalist foreign policy.
In Cuba “solidarity is part of our
culture,” he stated.

Dr. José de Jesús Portilla Garcia
explained the human-centred health
care system that has emerged in
Cuba despite the economic
blockade. He emphasized that in
Cuba healthcare is a human right
enshrined in the Constitution and
guaranteed by the Cuban state.
Despite being a poor country Cuba
has provided medical assistance to
other countries in Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Caribbean based
on a spirit of internationalism.

At the public meeting, Am-
bassador Garmendía Peña
announced the launch of Cuba Pan
Am 2015, a new website (http://
cubapanam2015.ca) designed to
provide news and information in
English, French and Spanish about
Cuba’s participation at the 2015
Pan American Games being held
July 10-26 in Toronto.

Interesting panel discussions
were held during the Convention,
within the context of steps toward

the establishment of formal
diplomatic relations between the
U.S. and Cuba, as well as the
celebration of 70 years of unin-
terrupted Canada-Cuba diplomatic
relations.

During the panel Canada-Cuba
Solidarity & 70 Years of Canada-
Cuba Diplomatic Relations,
Ambassador Garmendía Peña
pointed out that despite the recent
victories, the U.S. economic block-
ade is still in force, and the illegal
U.S. occupation of Guantanamo Bay
continues. He emphasized the need
to continue building and deepening
the existing relations of friendship
and cooperation that exist between
Canada and Cuba.

Jean Augustine, a  former Liberal
MP and Speaker of the House of
Commons, focussed on the role of
parliamentarians in fostering
Canada-Cuba relations. She regaled
the audience with vignettes of her
various trips to the island nation,
especially her various meetings with
the historic leader of the Cuban
Revolution, Fidel Castro.

Nino Pagliccia, editor of the
recently released book Cuba
Solidarity in Canada: Five Decades
of People-to-People Foreign
Relations, outlined how Cuba’s
internationalism provides a foreign
policy model in which solidarity is
the fundamental principle.

The Convention’s final panel,
Cuba-Today and Tomorrow,
featured Professor Emeritus Keith
Ellis from the University of Toronto,

Javier Domokos Ruiz and CNC Co-
Chair Isaac Saney. They presented
lively information on the ongoing
renovation and updating of the
Cuban economy and the significance
of U.S. President Obama’s new

policy. The panel stressed that the
economic measures being
implemented by Cuba are taking
place within the process of the
renewal and continuity of the Cuban
revolutionary and socialist project,
and that while Cubans welcome
normalization of relations with the
United States, they would never
renounce their independence,
sovereignty or socialism.

Extensive reports covering the
two years since the 6th Convention
illustrated the breadth and depth of
Canada-Cuba solidarity activities
from Vancouver to Halifax.
Highlights of the CNC’s work
included the very successful cross-
Canada tours of Geraldo Alphonso
and Dr. Portilla Garcia, and the
international symposium Africa’s
Unknown War: Apartheid Terror,

Cuba & Southern Africa Liberation.
Recognizing that Cuba has

arrived at a new moment which
poses specific challenges, CNC
delegates resolved to mobilize
public and political opinion to end
the U.S. economic blockade, return
Guantanamo Bay and to challenge
the disinformation campaign against
Cuba. Resolutions were adopted to
strengthen and guide the CNC’s
work over the next two years and
measures were taken to update the
CNC’s by-laws.

Special attention was paid to the
highly successful Ernesto Che
Guevara Voluntary Work Brigade
and the annual Pastors for Peace
Caravan, and the ongoing work with
Canadian parliamentarians. The
Convention committed to support a
symposium in Toronto in 2015 to
commemorate the 40th Anniversary
of Operación Carlota, the beginning
of Cuba’s internationalist mission
in Angola that was crucial to the
success of the southern African
national liberation and anti-colonial
struggles.

A new CNC executive was
elected for 2015-2017, including
Michel Dugre, Julio Fonseca, Dave
Forman, Elizabeth Hill, Isaac Saney,
Aaron Shields and Saleh Wazi-
ruddin. The executive selected
Elizabeth Hill and Isaac Saney to
continue as co-chairs. Saney was
also re-appointed National Spokes-
person and Hill as Treasurer, with
Waziruddin assuming the position
of Secretary. ●

Canadian Network on Cuba convention sets priorities
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Special to PV

Meeting over the June 13-14
weekend in Toronto, the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of Canada reviewed a recent
upsurge of membership recruiting,
and stepped up plans for the federal
election expected on Oct. 19. The
CC meeting also set the ball rolling
for the party’s 38th Central Con-
vention, planned for May 2016.

CPC leader Miguel Figueroa
opened the gathering with a wide-
ranging report on the international
situation, and on political devel-
opments in Canada.

Figueroa warned that “the main
feature today is the dramatic
escalation in militarism and the
drive to war by U.S. imperialism
and its allies... by growing inter-
ference in the domestic affairs of
other countries, and by outright
intervention to overturn  govern-
ments perceived to be hostile to its
regional or global interests.... (and
by) an all-sided offensive to roll
back the social and economic gains
of the working class and working
people generally, and sharpened
attacks on labour, democratic and
civil rights.”

The report slammed the Harper
government’s support for the US
intervention in Iraq and Syria, its
backing for the pro-fascist regime
in Ukraine and for Israeli expan-
sionism, and for its belligerent
attitude to the Bolivarian
government in Venezuela.

Imperialist interventions and
“regime change” tactics, says the
report, are pushing the world in a
dangerous direction. As the World
Peace Council recently noted,
overall military expenditures last
year reached almost $1.5 trillion
(2.4 % of global GDP), 37% of
which was spent by the USA.

The global web of U.S. military
bases and installations is now
estimated at roughly 1,000. The
“new cold war” campaign against
the Russian Federation over the
issue of Ukraine, together with
NATO’s push to tighten the
encirclement of Russia, raise the
potential of nuclear war.

U.S. imperialism has also begun
a dangerous expansion in the
Pacific. The “Pivot to Asia” plan
to encircle the People’s Republic

Communist Party leadership gears up for federal campaign

Communist Party leader Miguel
Figueroa, at this year's United
May Day celebration in Toronto

of China calls for deployment of
60% of the U.S. naval fleet in the
area, with grave consequences to
peace and stability. This strategy
also has a South Asian component,
based on closer U.S. relations with
India’s reactionary BJP govern-
ment under PM Narendra Modi.

Meanwhile, the U.S. and NATO
imperialist powers are conducting
new wars in the Middle East, under
the cover of the ‘war on terror’. In
reality, as the report says, this is
part of a strategy to impose a ‘New
Middle East’: a patchwork of weak,
fractured Arab states divided
among sectarian lines, in order to
undermine pan-Arab unity and
facilitate Israeli expansionism.

Imperialist intervention is also
growing in Africa, where the first
major operation after the formation
of the U.S. Africa Command
(AFRICOM) in 2008 was the US/
NATO operation to smash the
Gaddafi government in Libya in
2011. One recent study found US
military involvement in no fewer
than 49 African nations.

As the report notes, one con-
tinent where imperialist interests
continue to suffer setbacks is South
America. At the Summit of the
Americas in April, delegation after
delegation rose to condemn U.S.
economic and political inter-
ference in their affairs, and to
demand that Washington rescind

its executive decree calling
Venezuela a ‘national security
threat’.  It was also a significant
moment for socialist Cuba, invited
to participate for the first time,
represented by President Raul
Castro.

CC members discussed these
developments at length, along with
the ominous growth of extreme
right parties in several countries
across Europe. While ultra-right
and neo-fascist groupsare less
visible in Canada, some are
emerging, adding heightened
importance to the struggle to
combat right-wing populism, anti-
immigrant attacks, racism and
fascism in this country.

Turning to the domestic situ-
ation, Figueroa referred to growing
job insecurity, increased house-
hold debt, deteriorating social
services due to government
‘restraint’ measures, and a
tightening squeeze on real incomes
and living standards of working
people, in contrast to rapidly
accumulating wealth in the coffers
of the banks, corporations and the
super-rich. Widening disparities
in Canada are “the net result of the
anti-working class offensive of
monopoly interests at the work-
place, around the bargaining table,
and through the austerity policies
of governments, especially the
Harper Conservatives.” The true

face of Harper’s “economic action
plan,” he stressed, is to “enhance
corporate profitability and the
concentration of capital through a
wholesale transfer of wealth from
the working class, small farmers
and primary producers, Aboriginal
peoples, women, new immigrant
communities and migrant workers,
youth and the elderly.”

This is the context of the
Conservative government’s Bill C-
51, which aims to blunt the growing
trend of resistance and fightback
by a wide range of labour and
democratic movements. It is
apparent, Figueroa said, that the

main weapon in Harper’s re-
election bid will be to play on
people’s fear and insecurities, by
hyping up the danger from the
“Russian menace”, ISIS and
Islamic extremism, praising the
military, and attacking the oppo-
sition parties for their “weakness”
in the face of the “terrorist threat”.
A hawkish, cold war-style
campaign theme will be drummed
out at every opportunity, he
predicted.

CPC Central Organizer Johan
Boyden reported to the meeting
on Communist Party activity in
recent months. The Party’s
visibility reached its highest levels
in years during the recent cross-
Canada struggle to defeat Bill C-
51, and communists played a major
role in building demonstrations
and other forms of opposition in a
number of areas.

Overall, the Communist Party
and the Young Communist League
have both registered significant
growth since the CPC’s party-
building campaign was launched
last fall. Boyden and other party
leaders visited many areas of the
country, and most local clubs have
recruited new members. New clubs
have also been established,
including a Halifax Club which
was chartered by a special vote of
the Central Committee.

These developments are a good
sign for Communist participation
in the federal election. The Party
will field about 25 candidates in
major cities across the country,
including a larger proportion of
youth than previously. Some
campaign teams have already
gathered enough signatures to
nominate their candidates, such
as in Vancouver East and
Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca. The
party’s platform was the subject
of a special online CC meeting
earlier this year, and will be
finalized over the summer. The
Communists will call for defeat
of the Harper Conservatives - the
most dangerous party of big
business - and urge support for
candidates who project a people’s
alternative to neoliberal, pro-war
austerity policies. Full details of
the Communist campaign strategy
and platform will be published
before the writ is dropped. ●Communist Party contingent in Toronto at the April 18 rally against Bill C-51. (PV photos by Ed Bil)

On June 18, the National Energy Board (NEB) granted Enbridge Leave to Open for their controversial
Line 9 reversal project, conditional only upon Enbridge performing hydrostatic testing on three segments
of the pipeline. A coalition of environmental and Indigenous solidarity activists has condemned this
decision, which ignores many of the most significant outstanding issues with the Enbridge plans to
reverse the flow of Line 9, a 38-year-old pipeline which runs between Sarnia and Montreal, in order to
carry diluted tar sands bitumen and fracked oil, largely for export.

“Line 9 crosses a number of Indigenous territories,” said the Rev. Maggie Helwig of the Church of
St Stephen-in-the-Fields. “Proceeding with the project violates the requirement of free, prior and
informed consent. In the wake of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s final report, we cannot
allow the rights of Indigenous peoples to be treated with contempt.”

The line also runs through Toronto, with one section passing directly under Finch Avenue.
“Although the requirement for some hydrostatic testing is welcome,” said Andrea Budgey, who lives

close to Line 9, “it is entirely insufficient to address the multitude of safety and environmental concerns
raised by this project.”

Richard Kuprewicz, a pipeline-safety expert, has issued a report warning of the dangers of this reversal
project. He determined that because the pipeline is already full of cracks, and because the reversal will
involve pumping more corrosive products at higher pressure, there is a high probability of a leak after
the reversal. The overall state of the aging pipeline is a concern, not only in the sections for which testing
has been required.”

Toronto City Council has passed a motion calling on Enbridge to comply with the NEB’s original
requirement to put emergency shut-off valves on either side of major waterways, which feed into Lake
Ontario, the water supply for the GTA. Enbridge has refused to do this. Enbridge has also failed to make
public any emergency plan for the event of a spill in a heavily populated area.

“We believe that the Line 9 project is fundamentally flawed, and some hydrostatic tests will not change
these basic problems,” said Jessica Lyons of the No Line 9 Network. “We call for a full cancellation of
the project, respect for the treaties, and protection of the land, water, and air we all share.” ●

Line 9 Network condemns NEB decision
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By Robert Parry, Consortium
News, June 12, 2015

Last February, when ethnic
Russian rebels were closing in on
the Ukrainian port of Mariupol,
the New York Times rhapsodically
described the heroes defending the
city and indeed Western civil-
ization – the courageous Azov
battalion facing down barbarians
at the gate. What the Times didn’t
tell its readers was that these
“heroes” were Nazis, some of them
even wearing Swastikas and SS
symbols.

The long Times article by Rick
Lyman fit with the sorry perform-
ance of America’s “paper of
record” as it has descended into
outright propaganda – hiding the
dark side of the post-coup regime
in Kiev. But what makes Lyman’s
sadly typical story noteworthy
today is that the Republican-
controlled U.S. House of Repres-
entatives has just voted unan-
imously to bar U.S. assistance
going to the Azov battalion
because of its Nazi ties.

When even the hawkish House
of Representatives can’t stomach
these Nazi storm troopers who
have served as Kiev’s tip of the
spear against the ethnic Russian
population of eastern Ukraine,
what does that say about the
honesty and integrity of the New
York Times when it finds these
same Nazis so admirable?

And it wasn’t like the Times
didn’t have space to mention the
Nazi taint. The article provided
much colour and detail – quoting
an Azov leader prominently – but
couldn’t find room to mention the
inconvenient truth about how these
Nazis had played a key role in the
ongoing civil war on the U.S. side.
The Times simply referred to Azov
as a “volunteer unit.”

Yet, on June 10, the U.S. House
of Representatives approved a
bipartisan amendment to the
Defense Appropriations Act –
from Reps. John Conyers Jr., D-
Michigan, and Ted Yoho, R-
Florida – that would block U.S.
training of the Azov battalion and
would prevent transfer of shoulder-
fired anti-aircraft missiles to
fighters in Iraq and Ukraine.

“I am grateful that the House of
Representatives unanimously
passed my amendments last night
to ensure that our military does not
train members of the repulsive neo-
Nazi Azov Battalion, along with
my measures to keep the dangerous
and easily trafficked MANPADs
out of these unstable regions,” said
Conyers.

He described Ukraine’s Azov
Battalion as a 1,000-man volunteer
militia of the Ukrainian National
Guard that Foreign Policy Maga-
zine has characterized as “openly
neo-Nazi” and “fascist.” And Azov
is not some obscure force.
Ukraine’s Interior Minister Arsen

Avakov, who oversees Ukraine’s
armed militias, announced that
Azov troops would be among the
first units to be trained by the 300
U.S. military advisers who have
been dispatched to Ukraine in a
training mission codenamed
“Fearless Guardian.”

On June 12, a Bloomberg News
article by Leonid Bershidsky noted
that “it’s easy to see why” Conyers
“would have a problem with the
military unit commanded by
Ukrainian legislator Andriy
Biletsky: Conyers is a founding
member of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Biletsky is a white
supremacist. …

“Biletsky had run Patriot of
Ukraine [the precursor of the Azov
battalion] since 2005. In a 2010
interview he described the org-
anization as nationalist ‘storm
troops’ … The group’s ideology
was ‘social nationalism’ — a term
Biletsky, a historian, knew would
deceive no one. …

“In 2007, Biletsky railed against
a government decision to introduce
fines for racist remarks: ‘So why
the “Negro-love” on a legislative
level? They want to break everyone
who has risen to defend them-
selves, their family, their right to
be masters of their own land! They
want to destroy the Nation’s
biological resistance to everything

alien and do to us what happened
to Old Europe, where the immi-
grant hordes are a nightmare for
the French, Germans and Belgians,
where cities are “blackening” fast
and crime and the drug trade are
invading even the remotest
corners.’”

The Bloomberg article con-
tinued, “Biletsky landed in prison
in 2011, after his organization took
part in a series of shootouts and
fights. Following Ukraine’s so-
called revolution of dignity last
year, he was freed as a political
prisoner; right-wing organizations,
with their paramilitary training,
played an important part in the

violent phase of the uprising
against former President Viktor
Yanukovych. The new authorities
— which included the ultra-
nationalist party Svoboda —
wanted to show their gratitude.

“The war in the east gave
Biletsky’s storm troopers a chance
at a higher status than they could
ever have hoped to achieve. They
fought fiercely, and last fall, the
400-strong Azov Battalion became
part of the National Guard,
receiving permission to expand to
2,000 fighters and gaining access
to heavy weaponry. So what if
some of its members had Nazi
symbols tattooed on their bodies
and the unit’s banner bore the
Wolfsangel, used widely by the
Nazis during World War II?

“In an interview with Ukraine’s
Focus magazine last September,
Avakov, responsible for the
National Guard, was protective of
his heroes. He said of the Wolfs-
angel: ‘In many European cities it
is part of the city emblem. Yes,
most of the guys who assembled in
Azov have a particular worldview.
But who told you you could judge
them? Don’t forget what the Azov
Battalion did for the country.
Remember the liberation of
Mariupol, the fighting at Ilovaysk,
the latest attacks near the Sea of
Azov. May God allow anyone who
criticizes them to do 10 percent of
what they’ve done. And anyone
who’s  going to tell me that these
guys preach Nazi views, wear the
swastika and so on, are bare-faced
liars and fools.’”

Though the House vote on June
10 may have shined a spotlight
into this dark corner of the U.S.-
embraced Kiev regime, the reality
has been well-known for many
months – though played down in
most of the Western news media,
often dismissed as “Russian
propaganda.”

Even the Times has included at
least one brief reference to this
reality, though buried deep inside
an article. On Aug. 10, 2014, a
Times’ article mentioned the Nazi
taint of the Azov battalion in the
last three paragraphs of a lengthy
story on another topic.

“The fighting for Donetsk has
taken on a lethal pattern: The
regular army bombards separatist
positions from afar, followed by
chaotic, violent assaults by some
of the half-dozen or so paramilitary
groups surrounding Donetsk who
are willing to plunge into urban

combat,” the Times reported.
“Officials in Kiev say the

militias and the army coordinate
their actions, but the militias,
which count about 7,000 fighters,
are angry and, at times,
uncontrollable. One known as
Azov, which took over the village
of Marinka, flies a neo-Nazi
symbol resembling a Swastika as
its flag.” [See Consor-
tiumnews.com’s “NYT Discovers
Ukraine’s Neo-Nazis at War.”]

A Shiver Down
the Spine

The conservative London
Telegraph offered more details
about the Azov battalion in an art-
icle by correspondent Tom Parfitt,
who wrote: “Kiev’s use of volun-
teer paramilitaries to stamp out
the Russian-backed Donetsk and
Luhansk ‘people’s republics’…
should send a shiver down
Europe’s spine.

“Recently formed battalions
such as Donbas, Dnipro and Azov,
with several thousand men under
their command, are officially
under the control of the interior
ministry but theirfinancing is
murky, their training inadequate
and their ideology often alarming.
The Azov men use the neo-Nazi
Wolfsangel (Wolf’s Hook)
symbol on their banner and
members of the battalion are
openly white supremacists, or anti-
Semites.”

Based on interviews with militia
members, the Telegraph reported
that some of the fighters doubted
the reality of the Holocaust,
expressed admiration for Adolf
Hitler and acknowledged that they
are indeed Nazis.

Biletsky, the Azov commander,
“is also head of an extremist
Ukrainian group called the Social
National Assembly,” according to
the Telegraph article which quoted
a commentary by Biletsky as
declaring: “The historic mission
of our nation in this critical moment
is to lead the White Races of the
world in a final crusade for their
survival. A crusade against the
Semite-led Untermenschen.”

In other words, for the first time
since World War II, a government
had dispatched Nazi storm
troopers to attack a European
population – and officials in Kiev
knew what they were doing. The
Telegraph questioned Ukrainian

authorities in Kiev who acknow-
ledged that they were aware of the
extremist ideologies of some
militias but insisted that the higher
priority was having troops who
were strongly motivated to fight.
[See Consortiumnews.com’s
“Ignoring Ukraine’s Neo-Nazi
Storm Troopers.”]

But a rebel counteroffensive led
by ethnic Russians last August
reversed many of Kiev’s gains and
drove the Azov and other govern-
ment forces back to the port city of
Mariupol, where Foreign Policy’s
reporter Alec Luhn also en-
countered the Nazis. He wrote:

“Blue and yellow Ukrainian
flags fly over Mariupol’s burned-
out city administration building
and at military checkpoints around
the city, but at a sport school near
a huge metallurgical plant, another
symbol is just as prominent: the
wolfsangel (‘wolf trap’) symbol
that was widely used in the Third
Reich and has been adopted by
neo-Nazi groups. …

“Pro-Russian forces have said
they are fighting against Ukrainian
nationalists and ‘fascists’ in the
conflict, and in the case of Azov
and other battalions, these claims
are essentially true.”

SS Helmets
More evidence continued to

emerge about the presence of Nazis
in the ranks of Ukrainian
government fighters. Germans
were shocked to see video of Azov
militia soldiers decorating their
gear with the Swastika and the “SS
rune.” NBC News reported:
“Germans were confronted with
images of their country’s dark past
… when German public broad-
caster ZDF showed video of
Ukrainian soldiers with Nazi
symbols on their helmets in its
evening newscast.

“The video was shot … in
Ukraine by a camera team from
Norwegian broadcaster TV2. ‘We
were filming a report about
Ukraine’s AZOV battalion in the
eastern city of Urzuf, when we
came across these soldiers,’ Oysten
Bogen, a correspondent for the
private television station, told NBC
News. “Minutes before the images
were taped, Bogen said he had
asked a spokesperson whether the
battalion had fascist tendencies.
‘The reply was: absolutely not, we
are just Ukrainian nationalists,’
Bogen said.”

Despite the newsworthiness of
a U.S.-backed government dis-
patching Nazi storm troopers to
attack Ukrainian cities, the major
U.S. news outlets have gone to
extraordinary lengths to excuse this
behaviour, with the Washing-ton
Post publishing a ration-alization
that Azov’s use of the Swastika
was merely “romantic.”

This curious description of the
symbol most associated with the
depravity of theHolocaust and the
devastation of World War II can
be found in the last three para-
graphs of a Post lead story
published in September 2014. Post
correspondent Anthony Faiola
portrayed the Azov fighters as
“battle-scarred patriots” nobly
resisting “Russian aggression” and
willing to resort to “guerrilla war”
if necessary.

US House bars arms for Kiev Neo-Fascists

Azov battalion soldiers take an oath of allegiance to Ukraine in Kiev's Sophia Square before being
sent to the Donbass region.(RIA Novosti / Alexandr Maksimenko)

Nazi symbols on helmets worn by Azov battalion members, as
filmed by a Norwegian film crew and shown on German TV.

see Neo-fascists, p. 11
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Sex discrimination
at Qatar Airways

The International Labour
Organization (ILO) has found that
Qatar Airways (QR) is guilty of
systemic workplace sex dis-
crimination. The airline’s past and
current work contracts allow it to
automatically terminate the
employment of women cabin crew
who become pregnant, and
prohibit women being dropped off
or picked up from company
premises by a man other than their
father, brother or husband.

The ILO Tripartite Committee
also noted that the contractual bar
on employees marrying in the first
five years of service – after which
they could only marry with
company permission – has been
removed from the airline’s
contracts, and “expresses the firm
hope that the Government takes
the necessary measures without
delay to ensure that all cabin crew
members are transferred under the
new employment contract so as to
be able to get married and change
their marital status without the
company’s permission.”

It also goes on to state that the
Qatari government should
encourage the company to provide
its employees, including foreign
employees, with appropriate
complaint mechanisms to ensure
that they can obtain redress without
being exposed to stigmatisation or
reprisals, and without the fear of
being deported from the country.

International Transport
Federation president Paddy
Crumlin commented: “This
decision is a game changer. A year
ago we put Qatar and Qatar
Airways in the dock and today it
has been proved that we were right
to do so. Everything has to change
now. QR can no longer deny and
evade. The changes made to the
rules for staff failed to fool the
ILO. Now the airline must make
them for real.. Ever since we made
those rules public we’ve made clear
that they had to go. By revealing
them we unleashed a torrent of
stories of what it is like to work
there. We congratulate all those,
including those who bravely and
secretly spoke to us from inside
the airline, those in trade unions,
in the wider aviation industry and
in the media, who helped us decry
these abuses.”

Avianca cheated
airline workers

Colombia’s Constitutional
Court has ordered the country’s
national airline, Avianca, to
immediately pay $2 million US to
workers whom it cheated of pay
and benefits in a long term plan to
prevent staff joining trade unions.

The court victory follows a
decade of campaigning and
lawsuits by the ACAV (Asociacion
Colombiana de Auxiliares de
Vuelo) and ACDAC (Asociacion
Colombiana de Aviadores
Civiles). The unions and their
members brought nearly a dozen
cases against Avianca – one of the
largest aviation companies in Latin
America – for discriminating
against union members. These
exposed tactics such as the airline
setting up a voluntary benefits plan

which offered non-union members
guaranteed salary increases,
seniority premiums, and maternity
and life insurance benefits.
Workers felt pressured by the
company to agree to the scheme,
which demanded they should either
not be union members or must
renounce their membership if they
were.

The historic ruling states
Avianca’s plans had the
“undeniable purpose of discrim-
inating against union workers by
discourage union membership, or
promoting their leaving their
unions … in order to weaken the
trades unions”. It confirmed the
right of the plaintiffs to protection

of their freedom of association
and equal rights, and ordered that
all workers must be able to access
the benefits of the voluntary
benefits plan. It ordered  Avianca
to “refrain from setting conditions
… involving discrimination
against unionised personnel.”

Flight attendants
kick back

Public protests have followed a
management directive requiring
female flight attendants at El Al
Israel Airlines to wear high heels
until all passengers have boarded,
instead of just wearing them on the
way to the aircraft. The order was
issued by a woman: retired Brig.
Gen. Yehudit Grisaro, who serves
as the carrier’s vice president for
customer service and was the
military chief of staff’s adviser on
women’s affairs in 2006.

Following the directive, El Al’s
female flight attendants launched
a protest that prompted many
citizens to post selfies in flat shoes
on social media platforms. The
flight attendants called the
directive “draconian”, because the
boarding process involves physical
work as hard as the in-flight
service. According to them,
switching from flats to high heels
would make their work
significantly harder, causing pain
and even injury. Another
complication is that the boarding
process in Israel takes longer than
usual, due to problems arising from
seating of religious men next to
women in the airplane.

El Al refused to back down,
claiming that the flight attendants
should wear “presentable” shoes
when welcoming boarding
customers. The company argues
that “this is a worldwide practice
in the airline industry.”

On June 16, a “compromise”
with management was reached,
leaving the issue of wearing high
heels to the flight manager’s

discretion on each flight. But flight
attendants remained unimpressed.
The Transportation Workers’
Union representing the flight
attendants sent a sharp letter to El
Al, calling the compromise invalid,
and instructing their members not
to follow the directive. The union
is also considering a strike.

Knesset member Shelly
Yachimovich published a scornful
response on the issue, saying  “Let
all the men in El Al wear high
heels; let’s see them... I am amazed
each time anew by this antiquated
chauvinism that keeps rearing its
stale head.”

Transport workers
fight sellout

The Lisbon subway was
completely paralyzed on June 18
by a 24-hour strike called to protest
the government’s decision to invite
tenders for private ownership of
the Lisbon Metro public service.
This was the seventh strike in 2015
by the Portuguese Federation of
Transport and Communications,
the last three of which lasted 24
hours. Stations were closed on June
18, resulting in increased road
traffic and stand-still traffic jams
in parts of the capital. The union
said that participation in the strike
was close to 100 percent.

Workers strongly oppose the
privatization of the service,
warning that the entry of private
capital will make it less frequent
and more expensive. Transport
industry workers have been among
the strongest opponents to budget
cuts made by the Portuguese
government in recent years.

A May 14 strike cancelled over
70% of the Carris public bus
service in Lisbon, over the same
issues. On that occasion, only 151
buses of the scheduled 491 rolled
out of the terminals, fulfilling only
the minimum services established
by the authorities.

Namibia workers
protest firings

Employees of Namib Mills
(NM) staged a demonstration on
June 17 outside their work
premises in the capital, accusing
management of unfair labour
practices. Namib Mills, estab-
lished in 1982, is the largest grain
processing company in Namibia.
It produces flour, pasta, animal
feeds and other products from raw
materials including maize, much
of which is imported, and local
varieties of pearl millet.

About 200 workers demon-
strated outside the NM building,
demanding the re-employment of
two colleagues fired by the
company. Desmond Nunuge was
dismissed over allegations that he
stole sugar, and Mwilima Yamba,
a truck driver, allegedly stole tie-
down straps from a NM customer.

Haingura Christian, a rep-
resentative of the workers, opposed
the allegations, stating to the media
during the demonstration that
Nunuge was dismissed because
“he was opening the eyes of others
about a certain manager who
treated workers like slaves. He
(the manager) shouts, insults and
calls workers baboons. So when
Nunuge laid grievance charges

against the manager, he was fired.”
Christian added that Mwilima

Yamba was fired because he
received a letter containing
information about the Namibia
National Labour Organisation, the
union representing NM workers.

Anti-worker bill
adopted in Japan

Opposition lawmakers of
Japan’s Lower House walked out
in protest on June 19 as the
government passed a bill to remove
the requirement that companies
upgrade their temporary workers
to fully fledged employees after a
period of three years.

The bill to revise the “worker
dispatch law” was approved by a
majority in the Lower House. It
now goes to the Upper House for
deliberation, and is expected to be
enacted by the end of the current
Diet session, which has been
extended into the summer.

Opposition parties protest that
the bill will only benefit businesses
and do nothing for the job security
of dispatched workers, who lack
many of the guarantees and
benefits enjoyed by regular staff.

The law in its current form puts
a three-year limit on the use of
temporary workers supplied by
staffing agencies. The only
exceptions are those engaged in
26 jobs designated as requiring
specialized skills, including
interpreters and secretarial
positions.

The revision would scrap this
three-year limit, allowing
businesses to use cheap, no-ties
temps for as long as they want, on
condition that employers “take
labour union opinions” into
account. Companies would then
have to either swap out the workers

for new temps or hire them as full-
time employees. It would also
abolish the exemption for 26
specialized job categories and
place a blanket three-year cap on
all temporary workers on doing
the same jobs continuously. This
means, for example, those who
have worked as interpreters would
need to find a new job every three
years unless their end-users decide
to take them on their permanent
payroll.

 Health ministry data shows that
1.26 million people were working
as temps as of 2013. Of these,
some 490,000, or about 40 percent,
were within the 26 designated
categories.

During the Diet session,
members of the opposition Dem-
ocratic Party of Japan and Japanese
Communist Party argued that the
revision would increase job
insecurity because temps could
become locked in a cycle of losing
their job every three years.

But Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
insisted that the revision would
benefit dispatch workers. His
government holds two-thirds of
the seats in the Diet.

This is the Abe administration’s
third attempt to revise the worker
dispatch law. Two previous bills
were scrapped, once because of
the sudden dissolution of the Lower
House last year, and once because
minor drafting errors were
identified in the text.

In another development, the
Lower House also passed a bill
that aims to rectify pay disparities
between temporary workers and
full-time, direct-hire employees
who perform the same jobs. But
the bill was watered down when
the ruling coalition changed the
wording to make the  “equal job,
equal pay” language more
ambiguous.
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By Drew Garvie

On June 15, thousands of
supporters of Ecuador’s “Citizens’
Revolution” convened outside the
Plaza Grande in Quito to welcome
Ecuadorian President Rafael
Correa back to the country. The
night before right-wing opponents
of the Ecuadorian government
made some attempts to block
traffic from the airport to prevent
Correa’s arrival in Quito. The
President was returning from
CELAC-EU meetings in Belgium.

Last week, a series of
demonstrations occurred, spurred
on by support from opposition
politicians with ties to Ecuador’s
old neo-liberal regime friendly to
US interests. The initial pretenses
for the protests, was a newly tabled
“Wealth Redistribution Law”. The
corporate media in the country
claimed that the new taxes would
negatively impact working class
families and small businesses,
however the new inheritance taxes
being introduced will only have an
effect on the wealthiest 2 percent of
the population. Telesur has reported
on the details of the proposed laws:

“The law provides a progressive
taxation schedule, meaning those
inheriting more will pay more.
Only three out of every 100,000
Ecuadoreans will ever receive an
inheritance greater than
US$50,000…. The highest tax rate
of 47.5 percent, charged on
inheritances above US$566,400,
is in line with those charged
throughout the world, and lower
than those charged in countries
such as Japan. Apart from only
affecting two percent of the
population, the law provides for
important exemptions and
deductions. For example, if the
inheritance involves the transfer
of a home, the non-taxable amount
doubles from US$35,400 to
US$70,800. The law also allows
the inheritance tax to be paid via
stock to workers of a company,
democratizing the means of
production and the state does not
receive any money in these cases.”

Ecuador, through the “Citizens’

Ecuadorians mobilize against latest coup attempt
Revolution”, has managed to lift
more than a million people out of
poverty. However, inequality still
remains very high, with Ecuador
in the 132nd spot out of 160
countries. The progressive tax
reform is being implemented to
realize the new Ecuadorian
Constitution which states that:
“The primary duties of the state
are planning national development
and eradicating poverty, pro-
moting sustainable development
and equitable distribution of
resources and wealth in order to
bring about Good Living.”

But Correa and many
Ecuadorians do not see the protests
as really about this law in
particular. They are part of a
broader reactionary movement
against the ongoing processes for
sovereignty in Latin America.
President Correa is referring to
these protests as a destabilization
attempt and part of a planned coup.
There was already an attempted
coup against Correa’s government
in 2010. The demonstrators
themselves are not limiting their
message to opposition to the new
tax law. They are calling for the
ousting of the PAIS government
and President Correa. They have
adopted a black flag, to symbolize
their mourning over the supposed
“death of democracy”. Black also
happens to be a favourite colour of
fascist movements. The main
sectors of society being mobilized
in these protests are from wealthy
neighbourhoods. There has been
violence at these protests,
including the injury of a former
Minister, who was struck by a glass
bottle on the head.

There are many parallels with
the coup attempts in Venezuela in
2014, where the right mobilized
violent protests that led to the death
of 43 people. This violence was in
turn used by the United States to
justify sanctions against Venezuela
for supposed violations of civil
rights, and also for the now totally
discredited claim that Venezuela
was a “threat to the national
security” of the US.
South American countries standing

up to imperialism have faced
growing internal pressure, which
is being directly and indirectly
supported by the United States
and their allies. This includes the
belligerent role of Canada’s Harper
government which has publicly
criticized the Venezuelan
government, met with and financed
Venezuelan opposition groups,
and has been implicated in the
latest February 2015 coup attempt
in that country. There is an
immediate need for progressive
and democratic forces in Canada
to stand in solidarity with
movements and governments in
the Americas which are moving
away from centuries of colonial
and imperialist rule towards self-
determination and sovereignty.
This includes putting forward the
demand that Latin America be
considered a “zone of peace”, free
from interference by Canada, the
US, and other imperialist forces.

In 2013, seventy youth from
Canada attended the World
Festival of Youth and Students
held in Quito, Ecuador. This anti-

imperialist meeting of youth was a
venue for the exchange of ideas
and experiences from around the
world. Participants at the Festival
met with Ecuadorian youth who
described their country’s struggle
for a more social and pro-people
society with sovereignty over its

Israel arrests WFTU activist
The World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) has denounced

the illegal and undemocratic act of the Airport Police in Tel Aviv,
against Alexandra Liberi, who was legally travelling with all the
necessary travelling documents to Palestine.

On June 13, journalist Alexandra Liberi was on a WFTU mission
to the West Bank Palestinian city of Ramallah, to participate with
other WFTU representatives in a seminar on IT and Internet training
for young trade unionists. Upon arrival at the Tel Aviv airport, she
was arrested by airport security on the claim that “WFTU is putting
in danger the safety of the State of Israel”. A team of 16 police
officers tried to terrorize and intimidate her with threats and verbal
abuse, and made efforts to use physical force and to take away her
trade union documents and WFTU materials. Liberi was kept in the
airport security for 11 hours, until she was boarded against her will
onto a plane leaving Israel, remaining under escort through Istanbul
until arrival in Athens, Greece.

The WFTU calls this incident “another cause for the international
trade union movement to denounce yet again, loud and clear, with
all means possible, the undemocratic and illegal practices of the
Governments of Israel; to strengthen our internationalist solidarity
with the heroic struggle of the Palestinian people; and to demand
that international laws will be applied everywhere without
exceptions.”

The WFTU, which is celebrating its 70th anniversary this year,
says “we are proud of our solidarity with the Palestinian people, with
all the Arab workers. Such practices of the Israeli government will
not intimidate us, will not stop us. On the contrary they make us more
strong and they show us we are on the right way. We continue the
struggle.”

www.wftucentral.org, email <info@wftucentral.org> ●

own affairs. The international
solidarity between young people
in the Americas at that meeting is
needed now to help mobilize
against this reactionary coup
attempt, and similar efforts to roll-
back revolutionary processes on
the continent. ●

Photo of a pro-Correa rally by Ryan Mallett-Outtrim, a contributor
to Australian alternative newspaper Green Left Weekly, who is
currently living in Quito.

From a speech by Liza Maza,
delivered at a Women’s
Peace Symposium on May
26, in Seoul, Korea. Maza is
an activist of the GABRIELA
Women’s Coalition, and was
a representative of the
Gabriela Women’s Party to
the Philippine Congress for
nine years.

Having been colonised by Spain
for 300 years, by the US for more
than 40 years and occupied by
Japan during WWII, the Filipino
people have a long history of
struggle for peace that is inex-
tricably linked to the struggle for
national sovereignty, social justice
and genuine freedom. The Filipino
women were at the forefront of
these struggles and played
important and leading roles.

Despite formal independence
in 1946, our country remains a
neo-colony of the US. The US still
dominates our economic, political,
and socio-cultural life. One of the
most telling manifestations of such
control was the US occupation for
almost a century of our prime lands
to maintain its military facilities
including two of its largest military
bases outside its territory – the
Subic Bay Naval base and the Clark
Air base. These bases served as
springboard for US interventionist
war in Korea, Vietnam and the
Middle East.

The sites of these US bases
became haven for the “rest and
recreation” industry where women
and children’s bodies were sold in
prostitution for the price of a

US bases and women’s rights
hamburger; where women were
viewed as mere sex objects and
the culture of violence against
women pervaded; and where
thousands of Amer-Asian children
were left impoverished and
abandoned by their American
fathers.

In addition to these social costs,
the US has not owned up
responsibility for cleaning up the
toxic wastes left after the bases
were removed in 1991 and for the
health hazards these wastes
continue to pose to the people in
the community. And like in the
camp towns in South Korea,
innumerable cases of crimes
including murder, rape and sexual
abuse were committed with
impunity by US troops with many
of these cases not even reaching
the courts.

These compelling realities are
the very reasons why we oppose
the presence of US military bases
and troops in the Philippines and
beyond. We believe that there can
never be long and lasting peace as
long as we are under the control of
the US or any other foreign power.
And we cannot have a free and
sovereign state with the presence
of foreign troops on our land.

The women brought into the
anti-bases argument the discourse
on the social costs of the bases and
why the removal of the US bases
and troops is important for women.
GABRIELA, the biggest pro-
gressive alliance of women’s
organisations in the Philippines
which was organised in 1984 at
the height of the anti-Marcos

dictatorship movement, brought
the issue of prostitution of women
around the base areas and the
puppetry of the dictator to US
interests. Marcos was deposed in
a people power that became a
model to the world. The Phil-
ippines subsequently passed the
1987 Constitution with clear
provisions against the presence of
foreign troops, bases and nuclear
weapons on our soil.

The historic Senate rejection of
a new treaty that would extend the
Military Bases Agreement with
the United States beyond 1991
was another victory for women.
Leading up to the Senate vote,
women conducted massive infor-
mation campaigns, held pickets,
demonstrations, caravans, die-ins,
lobby work and networking both
locally and internationally to
pressure the government to reject
the treaty. The efforts of the women
and the broad anti-bases movement
finally led to the termination of the
bases agreement.

But our struggle continues. In
flagrant violation of our Con-
stitution, the US in collusion with
the Philippine government was
able to reassert its military presence
through the Visiting Forces Agree-
ment of 1998 and the Enhanced
Defence Cooperation Agreement
of 2014, agreements that are more
dangerous than the previous agree-
ment they replaced. These agree-
ments allow the US military free
and unhampered use of virtually
the entire Philippines for its basing
needs and for rapid forward
deployment of its forces as part of
the US pivot to Asia policy. This
heightening US military presence
is happening  in South Korea,
Japan, Vietnam, Singapore,
Thailand, Indonesia, Pakistan, and
Australia among others.

Filipino women at the grass-
roots – the rural and Indigenous
women, workers, youth and
students, housewives, profess-
ionals, religious and other sectors
continue to organise. The women
are aware that massive poverty
and hunger and the margin-

Protesters outside the US embassy in Manila during Barack
Obama's April 2014 visit to the Philippines. see US bases, p. 11
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Neil Young takes on Monsanto

Singer-songwriter Neil Young’s 36th studio album, scheduled for
release on June 30, takes on yet another corporate villain. The
Canadian rocker has collaborated with Willie Nelson’s sons, Lucas
and Micah, and Lucas’ band, Promise of the Real, to produce “The
Monsanto Years”, a broadside against the Missouri-based
agribusiness and biotechnology giant. Young first hooked up with
Lucas and Micah at last year’s Farm Aid benefit, and they’ve
subsequently united for concerts in solidarity with the struggle
against the Keystone Pipeline. Neil Young, with the Nelson brothers
and Promise of the Real, will be touring the USA in July. As for the
agribusiness monster, Young says, “I don’t really have anything
against the human beings working at Monsanto, but Monsanto is the
poster child for the problems we’re having with the corporate
government.” In a related matter, Young is boycotting Starbucks,
because the coffee company, along with Monsanto, is a member of
the Grocery Manufacturers Alliance, which is suing the tiny state of
Vermont (population 600,000) to overturn its GMO labelling law.
For more info: www.neilyoung.com.

Valentina Lisitsa’s Donetsk concert

As we go to press, preparations are underway for pianist Valentina
Lisitsa’s historic concert in the besieged city of Donetsk, East
Ukraine, capital of the resistance against the far-right Kiev regime
of Petro Poroshenko. Lisitsa’s June 22 concert will feature the
works of a giant of 20th century music. Soviet composer Sergei
Prokofiev was born in Donetsk, and the city’s international airport,
recently devastated by the Kiev regime’s bombardment, is named
after its most famous citizen. The date is significant: it’s the 74th

anniversary of the beginning of the Great Patriotic War, the day
when the armies of Nazi Germany invaded the USSR. Lisitsa is
Ukrainian-born, but she’s been an American citizen since emigrating
to the USA in 1991. In April, as previously reported here, the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra cancelled two of her concerts. Despite
a well-orchestrated campaign by pro-Kiev Ukrainian-Canadian
nationalist organizations (supported by spiteful articles in the
mainstream media), a flurry of letters to the editor and online
comments suggest that Canadians are broadly sympathetic to the
pianist and support her right to express her opinion on the civil war
in Ukraine. Postscript:  Lisitsa’s June 5-6 concerts with the Calgary
Philharmonic were by all accounts a great success.

KKE tribute to Theodorakis

The Communist Party of Greece (KKE) honoured the celebrated
composer Mikis Theodorakis with a gala open-air concert in
Athens on June 3. Theodorakis is best known in North America as
the composer of the soundtracks for the films Zorba the Greek, Z,
and Serpico, but in his homeland he’s loved as much for his
hundreds of popular songs and instrumental pieces. KKE General
Secretary Dimitris Koutsoumpas paid tribute to the veteran partisan
fighter and anti-fascist activist’s “decisive contribution to the
cultural renaissance in postwar Greece,” adding that his contribution
was “always entwined with the struggles and concerns of our
people.” Earlier this year Theodorakis, who turns 90 this month,
endorsed a bill introduced in parliament by the KKE for the
abolition of the Austerity Memorandum that the previous government
had signed with the EU. Like the KKE, the composer is alarmed that
the ruling SYRIZA-ANEL coalition is extending the austerity
regime. Mikis Theodorakis, a former member of the KKE and MP
(1981-85) attended the concert with his great musical interpreter,
the singer Maria Farantouri. He addressed the gathering with a
personal tribute to the KKE. Read his speech and watch the concert
at www.inter.kke.gr.

Ronnie Gilbert: 1926-2015

American folksinger, actress, and activist Ronnie Gilbert died on
June 6 in California. She was born in Brooklyn, NY, the daughter
of Jewish immigrant garment workers. In 1947 Gilbert and Pete
Seeger founded The Weavers, one of the most important vocal
groups in American musical history, adding singer Lee Hayes and
singer-guitarist Fred Hellerman to complete the original quartet.
Although The Weavers were unabashedly left-wing, they achieved
mass popularity in the late forties and early fifties with songs like
Goodnight Irene, This Land is Your Land, and Kisses Sweeter Than
Wine. Gilbert’s bold contralto blended perfectly with the others,
but it also rose gloriously above them whenever needed. The
Weavers were blacklisted in 1953 at a time of anti-communist
hysteria, but their defiant and successful Carnegie Hall reunion
concert in 1955 paved the way for the folk music boom of the late
fifties and sixties. In later years Gilbert worked as an actress, toured
and recorded with singer Holly Near, released several solo albums,
and wrote and starred in two plays. Ronnie Gilbert was a lifelong
global peace activist and feminist. Her memoir “Ronnie Gilbert: A
Radical Life in Song” will be published this fall by University of
California Press.

Annual People’s VoiceAnnual People’s VoiceAnnual People’s VoiceAnnual People’s VoiceAnnual People’s Voice
Walk-A-ThonWalk-A-ThonWalk-A-ThonWalk-A-ThonWalk-A-Thon

Bear Creek Park, Surrey, BCBear Creek Park, Surrey, BCBear Creek Park, Surrey, BCBear Creek Park, Surrey, BCBear Creek Park, Surrey, BC
Sunday, August 9Sunday, August 9Sunday, August 9Sunday, August 9Sunday, August 9

Meet at the picnic area near the 140 St.  parking
lot,  just  south of 88 Ave.

11 am - Walk around

beautiful Bear Creek Park

12 noon - Enjoy an

 international potluck lunch

1 pm - Relax and watch

our speakers and performers
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OTTAWA, June 17 – Three out of
four Canadians have no idea that
the federal government is
negotiating a huge international
trade deal known as the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) that
could have serious repercussions
for the country, a new poll suggests.

The poll, conducted by Envi-
ronics Research Group for Trade
Justice Network, found that 75 per
cent of respondents had not heard
of the TPP, which is being
negotiated with 11 other Pacific
Rim countries and would cover
more than a third of the world’s
trade.

The survey also found:
* Seventy-five per cent of respon-
dents were very or somewhat
concerned that the deal is being
negotiated in secret with no input
from MPs, labour leaders,
environmentalists or other experts.
* Eighty-three per cent of
respondents were very or
somewhat concerned that the deal
could include a provision allowing
multinational corporations to sue
Canadian governments under trade
tribunals – rather than though the
courts – if they feel our labour,
environmental, health or other
standards contravene the TPP and
would lead to a loss of profits.
* Forty-seven per cent said Canada
is more likely to lose jobs under
the TPP as Canadian companies
move manufacturing and other
jobs to low-wage countries. Only
five per cent said Canada is more
likely to gain jobs. Forty-six per
cent said they didn’t know enough
to say.

The survey of 1,002 Canadians

was commissioned by Trade
Justice Network (TJN), a coalition
of social, labour, environmental,
student and other groups
concerned about the secrecy and
anti-democratic provisions of
international trade negotiations.

TJN spokesman Martin O’Han-
lon said the whole process
surrounding the TPP negotiation
is “deeply disturbing.”

“Most Canadians have no idea
that this deal is being negotiated in
secret under the guidance of
multinational corporations with no
input from labour leaders, environ-
mental experts or even MPs,”
O’Hanlon said. “It’s frightening

that this can happen in a
democracy.”

One of the most troubling things
about the TPP is the fact that
multinational corporations would
have the power to override
Canadian sovereignty and sue our
governments under secretive trade
tribunals, O’Hanlon said.

“Who else has the power to
avoid the courts?” he asked. “This
process effectively puts cor-
porations above the law.”

The poll, which was conducted
by telephone June 3-12, is con-
sidered accurate to within 3.2
percentage points 19 times out of
20. ●

Canadians in the dark about TPP deal

http://www.tradejustice.ca/en/
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People's Voice deadlines
August 1-31 issue: Thursday, July 16

September 1-15 issue: Thursday, August 20

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1

<pvoice@telus.net>

ANNUAL PEOPLE"S VOICE

2-6 pm
Saturday
JULY 11
(rain or shine)

58 Albany Ave.
TORONTO
(one street east
of Bathurst, north
of Bloor Street)

Both meat and vegetarian dishes available!

Tickets $20; $10 for students, low and unwaged.

Children under 12 free!

To help us prepare better, please let us know if

you are coming:

omayasim@sympatico.ca or 416-536-6771

Sponsored by the Davenport Club,
Communist Party of Canada

Fundraiser for People's Voice, the paper
that fights for working people, for peace,

equality, democracy and socialism!

Sat., July 4, 2:30-5 pm
New location: 2120 - 35 St. NW (Mill Woods)
Hot dogs, music, entertainment for children.

Guest speaker: PV Editor Kimball Cariou

EDMONTON

People’s Voice PicnicPeople’s Voice PicnicPeople’s Voice PicnicPeople’s Voice PicnicPeople’s Voice Picnic

The article found nothing
objectionable about Azov’s plans
for “sabotage, targeted assassin-
ations and other insurgent tactics”
against Russians, although such
actions in other contexts are
regarded as terrorism. The
extremists even extended their
threats to the government of
Ukrainian President Petro Poro-
shenko if he agrees to a peace deal
with the ethnic Russian east that is
not to the militia’s liking.

“If Kiev reaches a deal with rebels
that they don’t support, paramilitary
fighters say they could potentially
strike pro-Russian targets on their
own - or even turn on the govern-
ment itself,” the article stated.

The Post article – like almost all
of its coverage of Ukraine – was
laudatory about the Kiev forces

alization, discrimination and
violence against women are
intensified by the policies of
imperialist globalization which is
carried out, propped up and
sustained by militarisation and war.

Furthermore, the policy of
militarisation and war diverts funds
and resources that could create
jobs for the 10 million unemployed
and underemployed; to build
homes for the 22 million homeless;
to build schools, day care centres
for children and crisis centres for
women, and hospitals and health
clinics in remote villages; to
provide free education, health and
reproductive care and other social
services for the poor; and to
develop agriculture and industry...

From globalresearch.ca ●

fighting ethnic Russians in the east,
but the newspaper did have to do
some quick thinking to explain a
photograph of a Swastika gracing
an Azov brigade barracks. So, in the
last three paragraphs of the story,
Faiola reported: “One platoon
leader, who called himself Kirt,
conceded that the group’s far right
views had attracted about two dozen
foreign fighters from around Europe.

“In one room, a recruit had
emblazoned a swastika above his
bed. But Kirt … dismissed ques-
tions of ideology, saying that the
volunteers — many of them still
teenagers — embrace symbols and
espouse extremist notions as part
of some kind of ‘romantic’ idea.”

Despite these well-documented
facts, the New York Times excised
this reality from its article about
the Azov battalion’s defense of
Mariupol last February. But isn’t

the role of Nazis newsworthy? In
other contexts, the Times is quick
to note and condemn any sign of a
Nazi resurgence in Europe.
However, in Ukraine, where neo-
Nazis, such as Andriy Parubiy
served as the coup regime’s first
national security chief and Nazi
militias are at the center of regime’s
military operations, the Times goes
silent on the subject.

Rather than fully inform its
readers about a crisis that has the
potential of becoming a nuclear
showdown between the United
States and Russia, the Times has
chosen to simply be a fount of
State Department propaganda,
often terming any reference to
Kiev’s Nazi storm troopers to be
“Russian propaganda.” ●

Parry broke many of the Iran-
Contra stories for The Associated
Press and Newsweek in the 1980s.

continued from page 7

Neo-fascists in Ukraine military....

continued from page 9

U.S. bases...

The mission of the Museum of
Memory and Human Rights of
Chile is to raise awareness of the
systematic violations of human
rights committed by the State of
Chile between 1973 and 1990, and
also to avoid the repetition of
gestures that infringe the dignity
of people and restore the dignity
of the victims and their families.

The purpose of this museum,
opened in 2010 by the President of
Chile, Michelle Bachelet, is to
stimulate thought and discussion
about the importance of respect
for human rights and democracy
for these events not to be repeated
again. One of its main objectives
is to educate current and future

generations with a reflective
memory, so that it is understood
that human rights should be
respected universally, without
distinction.

Through objects, documents
and files, including oral and written
testimonies, legal and historical
documents, literary material,
photographs and audiovisual
material, you can understand the
history of Chile: the coup,
repression, resistance, exile,
international solidarity and
policies of reparation for victims.

Human Rights education cannot
be limited to the traumatic
experience of Chile, as these rights
are closely linked to democracy,

the right to choose and freedom of
expression. Therefore, it is
essential that the State and civil
society take responsibility for
education on freedom and the
exercise of rights, and a culture of
respect for the dignity and life.

Since its creation the Museum
of Memory and Human Rights has
become a real school. In five years,
it has been visited by almost
750,000 people.

In 2013, to commemorate the
40th anniversary of the coup,
23,000 people took part in guided
tours of the museum. Over 55% of
these visits were conducted with
students from primary and secon-
dary and nearly 20% of museum
visitors are foreign tourists.

Canada was a host country
(during the dictatorship) of
thousands of Chileans who were
forced to leave their country,
whether for obligation, for human-
itarian, or for economic reasons.
In Canada, the Chilean community
has more than 25,000 people,
including 8,000 in Quebec.

From July 3 to 5, a travelling
exhibition of the Museum of
Memory and Human Rights will
be at the Pearl Company
Gallery, 16 Steven St., Hamilton,
Ontario.

The exhibition includes:
* A collection of 36 photographs
“Fragments / Memories / Images –
40 years after the coup”, a tribute
to the work of professional
photographers, reporters and
anonymous witnesses that testify
to their role in different moments
of the military dictatorship,
between September 11, 1973 and
the restoration of democracy in
1990.
* A collection of 10 posters,
“Resistance Posters” – among the
thousands of the museum’s
collection, denouncing state
terrorism: the executions, political
detentions, as well as disap-
pearances, torture, exile and
censorship.
* A collection of ten “Posters of
International Solidarity” designed
by the Chileans in exile between
1973 and 1990, from countries
such as Canada, Sweden,
Denmark, Germany, Greece,
Spain, Japan, United States and
France.

For further information,
contact Nancy Reyes, 905-745-
6312, leonreyes@sympatico.ca

Museum of Memory and Human Rights of ChileMuseum of Memory and Human Rights of ChileMuseum of Memory and Human Rights of ChileMuseum of Memory and Human Rights of ChileMuseum of Memory and Human Rights of Chile

UN General Secretary Ban Ki-Moon at the Museum in Santiago.

  Nanaimo, BC

Moncada Day Picnic, Sat.,
July 25, 4-7 pm, Salmon BBQ
$10 per plate, live music, raffle
draw. 530 Wakesiah Avenue.
For info, Gilberto 250-754-4277
or Alan 250-760-0252.
Proceeds to People’s Voice.

  Vancouver, BC

Left Film Night, 7 pm, Sat.,
June 27 at the CSE, 706 Clark
Drive. “PRIDE”, the inspiring
film about “Lesbians and Gays
Support the Miners” during the
historic 1984-85 UK coal strike.
For details ph. 604-255-2041.
(Left Film Night returns in
August.)

Moncada Day Celebration,
Sunday, July 26, 2 pm, 2128
Grant Street, speakers & music,
food ($15 ) & BYOB, sponsored
by Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association, ph. 604-940-0420.

  Surrey, BC

People’s Voice Walk-A-Thon,
Sunday, August 9, Bear Creek
Park (picnic area at 140 St. &
88 Ave.). Walk through the park
at 11 am, followed at 12 noon
by delicious international lunch
and cultural program. Org-
anized by Lower Fraser Club
CPC, for info, call Harjit, 604-
543-7179.

  Edmonton, AB

People’s Voice Picnic, Sat.,
July 4, 2:30-5 pm at 2120-35
St. NW (note new location).
Hot dogs, music, entertainment
for children, guest speaker
Kimball Cariou, editor of PV.
For info call Naomi, 780-465-
7893.

  Toronto, ON

Jazz BBQ, Raise a glass and
meet delegates from the CPC
(Ontario) 28th Convention, 6:30
pm, Sat., July 4, 526 Main St.,
(Main Station), or in the event
of rain, GCDO Hall, 290 Dan-
forth Ave. $20 or pay what you
can. Proceeds to People’s Voice.

Annual People’s Voice BBQ,
2-6 pm, Sat., July 11 (rain or
shine), 58 Albany Ave. (one
street east of Bathurst, north of
Bloor). Meat and vegetarian
dishes, $20/person ($10 for
students, low- and unwaged),
children under 12 free. Spon-
sored by Davenport Club CPC,
RSVP to 416-536-6771 or
omayasim@sympatico.ca.

  Hamilton, ON

Museum of Memory and
Human Rights of Chile,
display at Pearl Company
Gallery, 16 Steven St., July 3-5.
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q $30 for 1 year  q $50 for 2 years

q Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year

q Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

Name _________________________________

Address _______________________________

__________________ Postal Code__________

Send to: People’s Voice,

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

Every issue of PEOPLE’S VOICE

gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it’s the struggle to defeat
the HarperTories,  resistance to
social cuts, solidarity with Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we’ve got the news the
corporate media won’t print.

And we do more than that–we
report and analyze events from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movements for justice
and equality, and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the paper
that fights for working people–on
every page—in every issue!

401-15/12

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca

www.ycl-ljc.ca
 rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com

http://solidnet.org

REDS ON THE WEB

Photo from aljazeera.com

Statement by the
Guatemalan Party of Labour
(PGT), May 2015

The political crisis arising from
the actions of the International
Commission Against Impunity in
Guatemala (CICIG) and the Public
Ministry (MP) to dismantle the
criminal structure known as La
Linea (The Line) and subsequently
the network operating in the
Guatemalan Social Security
Institute (IGSS) reveals that the
state has entered into and been
held captive by these kinds of mafia
organisations from the highest
levels of political power. Both
arose about four decades ago, as
part of the counterinsurgency
alliance of the oligarchy and the
military leadership, with the strong
support of the United States.

In this context, the military
leadership and middle rank army
officers created criminal structures
of drug, arms and human
trafficking, tax fraud and
smuggling. The army became,
gradually, a real factor of political
and economic power through the
accumulation of illicit capital.
These are the foundations of the
bourgeois, militarised counter-
insurgency state, controlled by the
oligarchy, the military leaders and
their gangs of organised crime.

The political transition that
began in 1985 reconfigured the
state. The counter-insurgency-
Mafia state was transformed into a
neo-liberal, Mafia and repressive
state, whose political control
would dispute the oligarchy and
the “modernising bourgeoisie” to
the leading positions and counter-
insurgency military Officer Corp
and organised crime. The actions
of former President Alvaro Arzu
against the “Moreno Network” and
Grupo Salvavidas (Lifeguard
Group) in 1996 were an expression
of that dispute, but were truncated
as the main beneficiaries of this
network were financiers of the
National Advancement Party
(PAN), through which Arzú
became President of the Republic.

The function of this converted
state is to ensure the development
of neo-liberal capitalism and the
expansion of transnational capital
in the country. To do this, counter-
insurgency structures (especially
intelligence) aim to repress – in
partnership with businesses,

Dismantle Guatemala’s criminal political structure
Every Saturday, Constitution Square outside Guatemala City’s
National Palace is filled with thousands of protesters demanding
an end to corruption and the resignation of President Otto Perez
Molina. The protests have become an unprecedented mass
mobilization cutting across socio-economic, political, even class
lines. Perez Molina has insisted he intends to serve out the
remainder of his term, which ends in early 2016. The first
bombshell came in April when authorities broke up a customs
agency graft scheme in which officials took kickbacks from
businesses to lower duties on imports. In a second scandal at the
Social Security Institute, officials awarded a $15 million contract
for kidney treatments to a company that lacked a license to
perform the services; at least 13 patients subsequently died. Both
were exposed with the help of a UN commission set up to
investigate criminal networks because Guatemala’s judicial
system was seen as too weak and graft-prone to handle high-level
investigations. In a country of 14 million inhabitants struggling
with a high murder rate, rampant gang violence, widespread
poverty and child malnutrition, seeing bureaucrats enrich
themselves so blatantly was a tipping point. Guatemalans have
long been afraid to speak out due to the 1960-1996 civil war,
during which at least 245,000 people died or disappeared. Most
were indigenous people living in rural areas killed by the army.

private security and intelligence
apparatus – any manifestations of
struggle against neo-liberal
capitalism, the plunder and the
trans-nationalisation of resources
and assets held by the public.

The political crisis arising from
the dismantling of some of these
criminal networks is an expression
of the deep structural crisis to be
found within the neo-liberal-Mafia
state, controlled by large corporate
groups and organised crime. It is a
manifestation of the struggle
between power groups that control
it. The crisis of neo-liberal
capitalism in Guatemala is
deepening and, as a result of its
disastrous effects, popular
mobilisation against this predatory
model is increasing daily.

The key question is how to solve
it. So far, they have clearly revealed
two proposals: a “controlled exit”
by the ruling class in alliance with
the US, and an exit which allows at
least the reorganisation and
democratisation of the state and
its institutions. However, on the
horizon one begins to glimpse the
demand for a radical refounding
of the State, expressed by a cross-
class, ethnic and social formation
that consolidates its features in the
current situation.

With the resignation of vice-
president Roxana Baldetti and the
subsequent appointment of
Alejandro Maldonado Aguirre (a
character with a dark past, from
the right and the defunct National

Liberation Movement (MLN)
linked to death squads in the ‘60s
-‘70s), the US Embassy and the
Guatemalan Business Council
sought to impose its “controlled
exit”. In this solution to the crisis,
CICIG has played a vital role since
the revelation of “The Line”. This
manoeuvre has the fundamental
aim of ensuring the continuity of
the neo-liberal project and
hegemony and domination of the
bourgeoisie, the leadership of the
military and the US.

Another proposal suggests the
consolidation of institutions,
including political parties, in
addition to the requirement to
prosecute those linked to these
criminal structures. It focuses on
the need to reform the Electoral
Law and Political Parties and the
convening of a National Con-
stituent Assembly, within the
current parameters. Among these
proposals there is a range of
approaches to moving towards or
away from the demand for radical
re-foundation of the State.

From our perspective, neither
of the first two ways out of the
crisis offer the solution to the great
problems of the country. On the
one hand, the “controlled exit”
only guarantees the continuation
of the neo-liberal project of big
business, the plunder of public
assets and resources and
communities; it ensures state
control by the traditional economic
power, the emerging one and the

Mafias. Furthermore, the second
proposal reduces the reform of the
rules of the political game and the
Constitution to institutional
reorganisation.

The Guatemalan Party of
Labour expresses its full support
for the large mobilisations carried
out by the urban middle class in
the capital city and several
departments and the major demon-
strations that have also featured
support from the peasant, Indig-
enous and popular movement;
demanding clean lawsuits, seeking
new institutions, reform of the state
and prosecution of all those
involved in the criminal structures
formed by businessmen, poli-
ticians, civil servants, officers and
demobilised former military
officers, civil institutions through-
out the state during the current
government, the contemporary
expression of the counter-
insurgency policy of militarism.

At the same time, the PGT raises
the need to deepen these demon-
strations; turn them into a broad
popular movement, in the city and
countryside, of workers, commu-
nities and peoples, employees,
students of all levels and middle
class people. This situation opens
up the possibility of promoting a
thorough review and parallel elim-
ination of corrupt practices that
have contaminated the trade union,
peasant and popular movement,
and the electoral left itself.

It also proposes to make the
crisis a turning point and fight for
measures that direct the country
towards a deep transformation of
the state as well as the promotion
of a development model that
favours the population, which has
hitherto been excluded. In that
sense, our demands should be
directed to:

1. The demilitarisation of the
State, the total dismantling of all
criminal structures within it, from
national to municipal and local;
judicial prosecution of their
members (entrepreneurs, politi-
cians, military and former military,
civil servants and lawyers) and the
dismantling of the structural
mechanisms of corruption.

2. The end to the criminalisation
of social struggles and repression

against the people, social leaders,
advocates and human rights
defenders, community leaders in
the struggle of resistance and
defence of the territory.

3. Suspension of the general
elections and adoption of a new
Electoral Law and Political Parties
to ensure: a) participation in
conditions of equality of women
and of Maya, Xinca and Garifuna
peoples with candidacies defined
according to their gender and their
own norms, independent of
political parties’ regulations; b)
change of the current electoral dis-
tricts to others that take into
account the territoriality of the
Maya, Garifuna and Xinca peoples
to ensure their representation; c)
the prohibition of private funding
to political parties and the
establishment of effective super-
visory mechanisms; d) streng-
thening the enforcement capacity
of the Electoral Commission, TSE
in relation to crimes and offences
in electoral matters.

4. Resignation of the Executive
in full and the establishment of a
transitional government, eman-
ating from the consensus of all
social and political forces.

5. The call for a National
Constituent Popular Assembly to
drive the process of reorganising
the state to build one social, plural-
national, democratic and partici-
patory, anti-patriarchal one,
respectful of nature and ensuring
self-determination of the peoples
who are integrated.

6. The repeal of all harmful
legislation that enables theft of
public goods and resources and
communities, and that damages
the interests of the working class,
Indigenous people and mestizos.
Also, suspension of the Congress
of the Republic.

Finally, the PGT calls on
workers in the countryside and in
the city, peasants, workers,
students, professionals, urban
middle class and people in general,
to redouble and intensify the
struggle for their specific demands,
and to join the political struggle
against the crisis.

For Guatemala, the Revolution
and Socialism, Guatemalan Party
of Labour, May 2015


