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Anti-immigrant C-24 - Railway strike

Despite strong opposition from . . Railway workers across France
immigrant groups, the legal Build a jUSt world conducted their biggest strike

profession and civil rights Cuban leader Raul Castro speaks struggle in two decades during
movements, the Harp&ories have at the G77+China summit in June, battling to stop the
passed a law creating two feifent Bolivia, calling for radical change "socialist" government's rail
categories of Canadian citizenship. to win a more just world. privatization agenda.
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C-24 expands Tory att ack on human right s

By Kimball Cariou are “divisive and buy into and given the authority to deny ways to lose your citizenship. Ashave fewer rights than those born
romote false and xenophobiccitizenship if an applicant evenwell, the decision as to whetherin the country, according to Zool
arratives about “true’ Canadianspeculates that they may not residgou lose your citizenship will be Suleman, a Vancouver
and others, which equatein Canada in the future. Themade by agovernmentbureaucrammigration lawyer, speaking to
> . foreignness with terrorism,” saysresidency requirementduringwhichwho will inform you in writing the Georgia Straight weekly paper.
CltlzenshlpAct(SCCA), |mptc)>sgs an agalysis released by Amne)gtyan applic):/an;q must be in Ca%ada awith no opportu)llwity for a Ii\?e Sulem%n conti?]ued, “Th)g?egas
(r:]i?i;\/enrseh?uI;?]?r?]gLZsti?egsiéﬂgrlmemational Car)ada. _ aPermanent Residentis Iengjthenelnbaring to defend yOL_JrS(_aIf." a]vyays been a}gradation betweena
the goverﬁ’ment to revoke it The SCCA_WlII also make it from 3 to 4 years, and applicants The changes _W|II impose citizen, a resident, and someone
Human rights groups. aren_1u<:h more d|ff_|cult, expensive andqre no Iong_erallowed to count any_partl_cular hardships on olderwhois _here on a temporary basis.
planning a legal challenge to th time-consuming to become atime spentin Canada (as as_tudenmmlgrants, Who often have moreBut | thlnkwhqt is hap_penlng now
SCCA, which effectively Creates%ang@an citizen. Among othera W(_)rl_<er or a refugee). prior todifficulty passing the languageis a cleavage is opening up Where
o clésses of Canadian Citizensprowsmns,the costlylanguage anubbtalnlng permanent reS|dency.. tests. Children and grandparentmorg ar_md_more pepple are being
each with very different sets 0fknowledget.estswhu:h|mm|.grants T_h(_—} rlg_ht to appeal a negauyewnhout docu_ments_ to prove theirleft in this |nd§term|n|st status.”

. X must pass is extended to includ@ecision is removed, along withlanguage ability will have to pay The Canadian Bar Association
rights. The Bill allqws the feder_al those aged 14-64 (currently, onlythe right to an oral hearing in frontto take the language test. Currentlysays some of the proposed changes
government to strip the Capaquhose aged 18-55 take the test), amaf a judge for those who are havingapplicants wait 4-6 years toare “likely unconstitutional”. A 31-
cmzepsh(;p ffrom du?fl nat'on_?Lsthecitizenshipapplicationfee pricetheir citizenship revoked. become citizens dueto governmenpage brief prepared by the CBA'’s
g)vcvc';%ﬁ d c; scl)mi?] Ocaesrécsea}hergs tripled. Immigration officers are Citizenship can be removed fromdelays and inefficiency. With the national immigration law section
Canadians a?gg/onvictedinforeign thpse vyho d_|d not obtaln new Iaw, it could take eight to tenstates that the C|t|.zen_sh|p—

citizenship by birth, if an official years in total to become a citizerrevocation process outlined in Bill

courts, and_ even to people born ir believes that the person nevefrom the date a person becomes @-24 will “primarily be a paper
Canada if they also have

Passed in June by the House (ﬁ
Commons, Bill C-24, the new
“Strengthening Canadian

i hip el h h ac intended to live in Canada. permanent resident. one”, wherein a hearing before a
ﬁ; |zenrs], tr']p elsew tere, sueh a When C-24was introducedlast The CARL says the new law Federal Court judge will only be
rough their parents. February, the Canadiandivides Canadians into first classgranted “in limited

Amnesty International, the
Canadian Association of Refugee
Lawyers and the B.C. Civil
Liberties Association say that
giving the government the power
to revoke people’s citizenship is
the same as banishing them intc
exile. They argue the legislation
does not include enough
safeguards to protect Canadians
Opposition MPs and other
advocacy groups, including the
Canadian Bar Association, have
also objected to the bill.

The new revocation provisions

Association of Refugee LawyersCanadians who hold no othercircumstances”.
(CARL) warned that “In Canada, citizenship, and second class “dual Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe,
citizenship has always been secureitizens” who can have their right NDP critic for citizenship and
Whether native-born orimmigrant, to live in Canada taken away fromimmigration, takes issue with
once you are granted Canadiathem. Even those born in Canad@rovisions that allow for the
citizenship, you are secure. Undeare at risk, including those whorevocation of citizenship without
the current system, you cannotlosenay not know that they possessvenues for remediation. “A lot of
your citizenship unless youanother citizenship. People whdawyers have argued against the
obtaineditbyfraud,and eventhenhave a spouse, parent, oconstitutionality of this bill
a Federal Court judge must makeyrandparent who is a citizen ofbecause there is no appeal process
that decision after a full courtanother country may have a righpossible,” she told the Straight.
hearing. Under the current systemto citizenship there without ever Blanchette-Lamothe called
if you do not agree with the judge,having applied for it. This allows attention to the potential for Bill
you have a right of appeal. Undethe Immigration Minister to assertC-24 to create a different set of
the new law, there will be severalthat they could possess or obtaimules for citizens new to Canada.
another citizenship, making it“There should not be two tiers of
. easier to take away their Canadiagitizens, where one citizen can have
M I g rant W O r‘ke rS Cal I fO r citizenship, especially affectingaccess to our judicial system and
those who study, work or reside inanother one cannot because their
another country. parents are Egyptian, forexample,”

( . . u 7y - )
Im migration Not Deportation et e s ThalSavendange o

Migrant worker supporters in Brampton stood a block awaystreams for parents, grandparents
gathered outside the offices ofholding anti-migrant worker signs. and spouses as well as the drop in . . .
employer lobby group Restaurant “Workers across Canada aregefugee acceptance numbers. JUIy 3) ra"y In Surrey agamSt Bill C-24
Canada on June 19, calling forfacing precarious, low-wage jobs “We need to understand the : .
permanent status for low-skilledandtough economictimes,”insistecexpansion of TFWP as one part of BC Lower Ma'”la“d_ opponents .OTC B'“.C‘24 (See.abohve) have
migrant workers in the country. Deena Ladd from the Workersa dangerous shift in Canadiar} €alled for a rally against the anti-immigrant legislation. Co-
Actions also took place in Action Centre. “Let's not repeatimmigration policy towards | SPonsored by Radical Desi magazine, Siraat, and People’s
Montreal, Ottawa and Calgary,history’s mistakes of blaming temporariness and exclusion,’| Voice, the rally will take place on Saturday, July 5, starting 5
prior to Jason Kenney’simmigrants for unemployment in explained Perry Sorio, member of P™M atSurrey’s Holland Park,.close to the King George nghway
announcement of changes to thémes of economic downturn. WeMigrante Canada, an MWAC | and 100 Avenue. The organizers released the following short
Temporary Foreign Workers needadecentjob agendathatraisesember. “Permanency and Sta,t,eme”t . .
Program (TFWP). standards for all workers, not arstability are necessary to build The Conservative government h{i? passe,d @ C,O”t,rovers!al

“The feds continue to makearbitrary exclusion of migrant healthy communities. We need td Pillin the name of strengthening the citizenship which in reality
knee-jerk policies by press releasevorkers.” overhaul the entire immigration| 8ives absolute power to the LAl U T Tl ) revoke
thatdo notinclude migrantworker The protest also madesystem and re-institute access tp Citizenship of new Canadians. It’s a warning sign for those who
voices or concerns,” said Syedconnections between TFWP, angermanent status for immigrantg Nave dual citizenships and therefore we need to raise our voice

Hussan, coordinator of the Migrantcreation of temporary immigration in low-skilled occupations & against such draconian law which is highly uncalled for. While
Workers Alliance for Change on one hand this government has apologized for the Komagata

MWAC). “We need full ] Maru incident that happened 100 years ago, on the other it
i(mmigrat)ion status for migrant "5 Days to Free the F|Ve" continues to attack thg rights .of the immigrants by making it
workers in the low-skilled and harder for them to bring their parents and grandparents to
agriculture streams immediately.” Canada, by making citizenship test difficult and challenging

“Provincial and federal laws and opening doors for temporary foreign workers - who are
together that work to make e vulnerable to exploitation. All the progressive groups are
migrants a second-class catego | invited to jo.in us for. the vigil.” . .
of workers who are then pitted For more !nformatlon, call Radical Desi at 778-862-2454, or
against unemployed citizens ang People’s Voice at 604-255-2041. @
permanent residents,” explaineds
Tzazna Miranda Leal, organize
with Justice for Migrant Workers, |
member organization of MWAC.

“The solutionis to give migrant
workers access to permanen
immigration status and remove
those exclusions from labour
protections for all workers. That's
what will make migrant workers
and unemployed citizens allies i
the fight for better jobs and stronge

| Here's my contribution |
| to the PV Fund Drive! !

I Enclosed please find my donation of $ !

:to the 2014 Peoplet®ice Press Fund Drive|I

I Name I

communities,” Leal added. The 3rd Annual “5 Days for the Cuban 5? was held June 4-11 in I Address I

Advocates are also concernedVashington, D.C., hosted by the International Committee for the | .
about the changes to TFWP aré&reedom of the Cuban Five [www.thecuban5.org]. Voices from | City/town |
exacerbating an anti-immigrantacross the USA, Canada and other countries joined together to I
backlash where migrantworkers arask President Obama to change the unjust U.S. policy towards I Prov Postal Code "
being blamed for joblessness. TwdCuba, and especially to find a solution to the case of the Cuban !
members of anti-immigrant group5, prisoners held in the U.S. for over 15 years. Among the I sendyour contributionto: I
Immigrant Watch Canada Canadiandelegateswas People’s Voice supporter CarlaBernarda | People's Wice 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1 |

responsible for racistanti-Sikh flyersfrom Surrey, British Columbia (fourth from left in this photo). o o o]
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The struggle against Northern Gateway continues!

the pipeline proponents and itshe coffin of Canada’s decliningdomination. This relentless The Communist Party opposes
Provincial Committee p_oliti(_:al backers set up phony pro-domestic manufacturing br_:tsg. capitalist expa}nsion not c_)nIythe policy of exporti_ng
Communist Party of ’ plpel|.n¢ groups and pay so—_called The ENG project, the.twmnlng threatgns _Brmsh Columbia’s unprocessed raw materials.
Canada. June 21. 2014 abor|g|n_al leaders to issueofthe Klnder—Morga_\n pipeline to coastline, it has grave hea_llthlnstead, we call for a People’s
' ’ supportive statements. TheBurnaby, and massive natural gasonsequences for human beinggEnergy Plan, based on a
The Harper Conservativeresponse to these corrupt tacticfracking in northern BC, all feed and wildlife, and contributes to sustainable, conservation-based
government’'s June 17 approval ohas been to strengthen oppositiomto the global imperialist pattern the deadly spiral of global warmingeconomy; full respect for the
Enbridge’s Northern Gateway by First Nations people across B.Cof fossil fuel dependence andand climate change. inherent rights of First Nations
projectis notthe end of the struggle The Northern Gateway pipeline over their traditional territories and
against tar sands extraction andvould be constructed across som T T — resources; and public ownership
exports in western Canada, justL,000 rivers, streams and bodie '. of the energy industry, as the
the signal that the next stage haefwater, bringing bitumen to load : material basis to rebuild Canada’s
begun. onto supertankers in the narro industrial and manufacturing
As the Communist Party said inDouglas Channel, one of the mog sector and to create jobs.
Blocking the Northern Gateway

our submissionto the Joint Reviewenvironmentally fragile areas of e % "
B HE ; E* pipeline and other forms of tar sands
f |
=

Statement from the BC

Panel hearings into the Enbridgehe west coast. Despite its
Northern Gateway (ENG) expensivegreenwash propagand i il expansion will require more than
pipeline, this struggle representEnbridge’s record of more than legal actions or even civil
“a historic clash between two800 leaks over the past decad disobedience, although suchtactics
different visions for the future of proves that the only real questio will be part of a wider resistance
strategy. Victory will require united,

Canada.” is the frequency and scale of mor ] -
Oppositionto the ENG proposalsuch disasters. ’ %‘ - massive, and militant mobilizations.
' A We urge the labour and democratic

brings together growing numbers But the transnational energ
of  Aboriginal peoples, monopolies and the federal ang movements to build united
environmentalists, and workingAlberta governments remain solidarity with the Aboriginal
people, who understand the graveletermined to proceed. The Harpe peoples and environmentalists, both
environmental, economic andTories have used their to kill this dangerous project, and
social dangers posed by thigarliamentary majority to remove to create a genuine people’s
project, including the global crisis key legal barriers to the rubber; alternative plan for economic
of climate change fuelled by stamping of controversial energ development, based on the needs
greenhouse gas emissions arisingrojects. of people and the environment, not
from fossil fuel consumption. This is not a new debate inJune 17 anti-pipeline rally in Vancouver. (Photo: K. Cariou) corporate greed#
Despite the overwhelming Canada.Natural resourcessuchas
propaganda campaign byfossil fuels, lumber, water and .
Enbridge, the majority of British minerals could provide the
Columbians and growing numbersmaterial base for a publicly-owned Xp OSI n g I I ly S O
of Albertans are opposed to tarvalue-added” economic structure,
sands expansion, new pipelinesocused on creating good jobsand ¢ 79
and expanded tanker traffic. meeting people’s needs, without I\/I ad e I n E u ro e I abe I
This project does not meet thedestroying the natural
criteria of being “required” and environment. Instead, starting with
“in the public interest.” Rather, it the colonial seizure of Aboriginal ~ An investigation by the Clean made up of trade unions and NGOgroduction sites in Croatia and
is intended to generate huge nevands, vast resources within theClothes Campaign in ten easterin 16 European countries, foundTurkey also showed that workers
profits for the oil and gas bordersofthe Canadianstate havEU member states, includingthatformally and informally, three were denied the right to collective
monopolies. been grabbed by transnationaRomania, Bulgaria and Croatia,million workers are concerned bybargaining, workers were
Aboriginal peoples along the (especially U.S.) capital. Canadashowed that working conditionsthese dramatic working conditions.intimidated, and women were
pipeline corridors, many of whom has become a key supplier of ravare sometimes worse than in Chin&onsidering the average of threesexually harassed.
have never ceded inherentmaterials for the U.S. military- andIndonesia, busting myths aboupersons per family in the region, The company said it “rejects
indigenoustitle to their traditional industrial war machine. “Free the “Made in Europe” label. this means that nine million peoplethe allegation mentioned and a
lands and waters, call the ENGtrade” sellouts ensure thatthe First Companies such as H&M, Zara,are dependent on the garment angroof has never been shown to us.
project a direct attack on theirNations and the peoples of Quebetlugo Boss, Adidas and Benettorshoe industry. Hugo Boss is working with
national rights. Instead of meetingand the rest of Canada are stilpay their workers in Eastern “Poverty wages in this sector doselected manufacturers, with
legal and constitutional obligationsdenied any genuine sovereigntyeurope and Turkey the minimumtherefore have a directimpact onthevhom the company has established
to engage in meaningfulover our economic future. Thelegal wage, which is under thelivelihoods ofthese 9 million peopletrustful relationships for many
consultations with First Nations, Enbridge project is another nail inpoverty threshold as defined byand limittheir chancesto overcomeyears. For this reason, the
the European committee of sociapoverty and poverty-relatedcompanies are well-known to us.
rights. Moldova and Ukraine haveexclusion,” the report highlights. Compliance with our safety and
the lowest net minimum wage, For women, the working social standards is monitored
reaching 71 and 80 euros monthlyonditions get even worse, theregularly inindependent audits by
respectively. Croatia has theresearch found. On top of beingexternal consultants as well as by
“highest” of the studied region with often sexually harassed by theiour own Hugo Boss teams”.
308 euros per month, which isemployers, a group of Turkish Inmostofthese countries, laws
“still far below a living wage”, the workers admitted having “signedwere put in place to make it more

study showed. a clause to not get pregnant in théifficult for unions to be accepted

UOICQ In China, the minimum salary is next five years” in their contract while the media spread anti-union
175 euros, and 196 euros inwith Hugo Boss. sentiments and employers exerted

BBQ Malaysia. “One oftheinterviewed workers anti-union pressure “always

“By profession | am an stated that a colleague of hergustified by the difficult situation
economist. But due to lack of jobdecided to getan abortion becausim the sector and international

2_6 p m Satu rd ay J |y 5 opportunities | have to sew. Thereshe feared losing her job due to theompetition”.
7

people work like robots. No rest. violation’ of this contract,” the  “Unions are said to ruin
(Rain or Shine) Nerves are ruined, eyes arestudy reads. companies .... and the government
spoiled,” testifies an anonymous In many of those countries,is interfering pro management,”
58 A|bany Avenue, Toronto Bulgarian worker on the women are the sole breadwinnershe researchers found.
campaign’s website. in the family, having to take care The study also showed

(one street east of Bathurst, north of Bloor)

Interviewed workers also of parents and their children in thewidespread “wage theft practices”
complained about not being ablesame time. Many are also singlghroughout the region, such as
A fundraiser for People's Voice, the paper to take days off work, or even getmothers, and having a contract stealing leave days, cash payments,
that fights for working people, for peace, sick leave. Romanian workersany contract - is their only chancenon-payment of social

equality, democracy and socialism! admitted that despite the lowesto get paid health insurance, as isontributions, misuse of probation
minimum wage being so low, theythe case in Macedonia. periods and apprenticeship
. . stillwere notable to earnthatsum, “Testimonies of women show schemes, arbitrary deduction for
Both meat and Vegeta”an dishes! andwere obliged to work overtime,the triple squeeze, the triple burdewarious reasons. There was also
the researchers write. Theséhey feel: having responsibility for pay discrimination and minorities,
$20/person, $10 for students, low & unwaged, workers are often forced to workthe family in doing paid work, care- refugees and migrants.

children under 12 free! up to 200 hours a month, thework and growing vegetables to The Clean Clothes Campaign

: investigation found. A Bulgarian subsidize their poverty wages,” thes calling on governments and on
f} Sponsored by the Davenport Club, worker even said having workedClean Clothes Campaign writes. EU institutions “to immediately

— . “up to 400 hours monthly”. The high dependence of womemnraise the minimum wage to at least

- Communist Party of Canada “In practice, the legal minimum ontheir jobs is an extra opportunity60% of the national average wage

. wage is oftenthe ceiling instead offor these employers to pressur@nd hold multinational companies

RSVP - plea_se let us know_'f you the bottom line for wages,” female workers to agree to theaccountable for their actions along

will be coming by responding to according to the Clean Clothesworst labour conditions, they the supply chains and to make sure

omayasim@sympatico.ca or 416-536-6771 Campaign. conclude. that brands respect human and

The Clean Clothes Campaign, A survey on four Hugo Boss labour rights”e
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EDIT ORIALS

News for profits, not people

These days that you can’t turn on the TV, go out to a movie, orfread
a mainstream newspaper without getting blasted by energy industry
propaganda. Big Oil is desperate to pummel Canadians with thg idea
that unless we build a bigger network of pipelines, the economyjwill
soon collapse.

But it turns out that paid advertisements for the oil industry often —

headline “Born to the Challenge: Janet Holder’'s B.C. roots maké¢
the perfect lead on Northern Gateway.”

Everyone knows Janet Holder, our down home friend who ro
became Enbridge Corp.’s vice-president of Western Access. Hol
responsible for marketing the Northern Gateway oil tanker and pipgli
project. In last December’s story, Holder repeated her frequent
that Canada is losing $50 million a day due to limited export mar

Economist Robyn Allan disagreed, and submitted an opinion (i
in response. But Allan was told her article would not be used, sing
“news article” was actually a paid advertisement. The original
page was set up to look like arms length reporting, which led Allg
ask: was it news or propaganda?

DeSmog’s complaint to Advertising Standards Canada cited|that
body’s rule against “Disguised Advertising Techniques,” which stgtes: . . . .

“No advertisement shall be presented in a format or style that conceals S O I I d ar I ty Wlth U kral n e
its commercial intent.” Two months later, ASC declined to issye a
ruling against Postmedia.

And there you have it. “News” for profits, not for people. CO m m u n iSt S : C P I re I an d

C-24 fight not over yet
_ _ Statement issued by the themselves at the service of thehe atrocities committed, ignoring

Last February, when the Harper government introduced Bill G24~ " " 0 "mo i OF |relang. imperialist powers, the Europeareven the massacre at the Trade
a wide range of democratically-minded people and organizafion to-//solidnet ory ' Union and the United States ofUnion House in Odessa, they are
warr)ed thatthlsleg|sla.t|on exte.n.ds sho.ckllng new powers to the fgde ftp: -0rg America. concerned only with their
Cabinet to strip Canadians of citizenship rights. The recent passgge ofThe CommunistParty of Ireland  The imperialists have long expansionist project, the drive to
this bill opens the door for politicians to turn the clock back to shanfefyishes to express its solidarity withexperience  in  exploiting the east. They think they can
periods when g:anfadlan gcl)ygrnmegts used racist and re?cn n?ﬁ’e Communist Party of Ukrainedifferences and creating division.control the fascist gangs; they think
:‘:’T(])mlgerr?tté?ir:]grt]hergouugnet%pgrlf(;eietgorta:a%eiéﬁl‘r‘]tr((:)?,lt&%(-)r?]z?(grse OPfh its struggle against the In Ukraine, people of Russianthey can create a civil war without

Bill C-24 targets those who are citizens of both Canada and an thmr’lperlallst coup d’.etat and in and Ukrainian ancestry are bemg:onsequences for themselves.
country. Many thousands of people born here may be dual citfze efence of the working c[ass. setateach o_ther’sthroa_lts_. Russian One hundred ‘years afte_r j[he
without even understanding their status, since some courtrie In the twenty years since theand Ukrainian chauv!msm areoutbreak of the inter-imperialist
automatically treat the children or grandchildren of their nationa Elgefea_t _of the Soviet Union theequally opposed to_the interests ofvar of 1914-1918, the EU and the
citizens, regardless of birthplace. As we noted in February, fofm krainian p_eople have k_)eenthe p(_aople of Ukraine, who haveUSA s.t|IIuse war as an instrument
child soldier and Guantanamo detainee Omar Khadr has been th targgyerned by r_walgroupsofthleve_slong I|v¢d together peacefully. pf _pollcy. They are prepa_lred to
Ofahatefulslander Campaign by the Harper government_ Now s V”'Who haveenrlchedthemSENESWIth The Impel‘la| pOWGI’S, not fOl‘ InﬂICt even greater Suffel’lng on
an eight_year sentence in Canada after being framed up in u.go regard for the |mp0V€r|Shmenuhe first time, have enlisted thethe people of Ukraine. They are
military court, Khadr was born in Toronto, but his late father was forrand misery they were inflictingonservices of openly fascistprepared to risk an even wider
in Egypt. He could well be among the first victims of Bill C-24. the population. These oligarchsorganisations. Indifferent to thewar. The oligarchs and the fascists

But probably not the last. This government still harasses immigjantsave no scruples about placingonsequences of their actions andre happy to assist them in their
who are former members of El Salvador’'s FMLN liberation movenjen plans.
(now the government of that country), and often makes it difficulf fo The Communist Party of the
diplomats from South Africa’s ruling ANC to enter Canada. These Ukraine is at the centre of the
examples prove that Tory immigration policies are wide open for a resistance to the coup, to the fascist

L}

by cabinet _mir_li;;ters W@th a far-right a_genda. - gangs, to the surrender to imper-
Just as significant, Bill C-24 makes it much more difficult, expen ialism and to their war plans. The
and time-consuming for immigrants to become citizens. Such bafrie regime wishes to silence its voice
have a particular impa_ct on refugees who have suffered perseguti and threatens to ban the party. It
and long years of deprivation. . . . o has suffered terrorist attacks and
Fortunately, protests continue against this appalling legislation| a hooligan assaults, even in the
civil rights groups are already preparing a legal challenge. The battle to parliament, where it’ is not allowed
stop C-24 is far from finished! COmmuniSt Party Of Canada to function. It continues the strug-
gle, against the oligarchy, against
i - imperialist domination, against
PEOPLE'S VO’CE Condemns BI” C 36 chauvinism, and for a peaceful
. and democratic Ukraine.
e ey o oo press L1 Statement from the Central Executive Committee,
, , S Communist Party of Canada O ————
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept.,
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 In response to the Supreme Court's December 2013 ruling inkhe Renew |
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net Bedford case, which struck down several key Criminal Code provisi§ns d I |
Volunteers and contributors for this isste regardlng‘f)rostltut_lon, the Harper_ConservaUves_ have mtroducedjsnl to ay I
e . C-36, the “Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act
Dave Arland, Ed BilMiguel Figueroa, Dave McKee, The Central Executive Committee of the Communist PartyofCan!da Check your label !
T.J. Petrowski, Darrell Rankin,Darcy Robinson, condemns Bill C-36, which gives police forces sweeping new powdrs, |
Gurpreet Singh, Adrien Welsh, aadr mailers and creates Criminal Code provisions to make it more difficult ahd ~ Please check the |
in Vancouver & Toronto. dangerous for those who sell sexual services to carry out their activiges. address label on the I
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerHassan Azimikor | While the government claims it wants to assist women to legve f_r?nt_page to see if I
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, prostitution, 'ghe legislation aIIocgites a pittance of $20 million over fi e its t|me to reneV\_l. I
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacoumdn years for this purpose, at a time when governments are slashingSubscribers who f,nq
spending and support for social programs. The Communist Pdrty "2014/07/01" on their |
restates our longstanding demands for fundamental social refgfms
LETTERS which would offer the best possible options to help those who Wiso'to Iab\ﬁill’l E);V%x?hrgipr)le, :
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the leave the sex trade, especially massive job creation programs, hi herSubs CriDtions expi
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print wages, free post-secondary education, affordable housing, free univ8rsaSUPSCIPUONS EXpIre !
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal | child care, and mental health supports, drug treatment and hkrm Wit this issue, |
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor” reduction programs for those facing addictions. The federal governnjent July 1-31, 2014 |
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or should be taking decisive action to combat poverty, discriminatign, T I
pvoice@telus.net racism and other factors which push people into the sex trade; ins;%ad, gﬁgl:&nllcs);ya I
' : : : : the Harper Tories are cynically using this important issue as a wetlge B
People s. V.owe amf’;efl ’;;lay be rep r:mted d}};lt‘};out tactic to seek votes in the next federal election. We therefore dendand ~ renew today! |
permission proviae € source 15 crediied. that this legislation be withdrawn immediatasy. |
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The human cost of the FIF A World Cup

By T.J. Petrowski the first day of the World Cup, 47 than 200,000 troops, armed withand 13,000 troops, more than alforced labourin 50C (122F) heat,
e people were arrested, and policsuch weapons as Israeli droneBritish forces in Afghanistan, employers who retain salaries for

As the world watches the 2014shot rubber bullets at medicsGerman anti-aircraft tanks, andalong with ships in the Thames,several months and passports
FIFA World Cup, people are helping the wounded. The stateooftop missile defense systemsfighter jets, and surface-to-airmaking it impossible for them to
protesting the cost and the humasecurity services have beerno protect the World Cup from missile defense systems, werdéeave and being denied free
rights violations being committed accused of killing of the poor andprotestors. The infamousdeployedto protectthe $11 billiondrinking water. The investigation

by police and security forces tohomeless, including children, toAmerican mercenary company,event. Atatime when 2 million arefound sickness is endemic among

protect this corporate investment:‘clean up” the favelas prior to the Blackwater, known for its role in

Working people in Brazil are start of the World Cup. To justify the U.S. occupation of Iraq, is
understandably frustrated withthis violent response, the federahllegedly in Brazil helping with
the public cost of the World Cup, government has pushed to passecurity for the World Cup.
an estimated $14 billion. Whenlegislation that would criminalize ~ The financial and social cost of
compared to spending on sociahll
services, the cost of the World“terrorism”, with 12 to 30 year Olympics to working people are
Cup is the equivalent of 61% ofprison sentences for thoseenormous.
funding for education, or 30% of convicted. During the London 2012
the funding for healthcare. The state has deployed moreDlympics, 10,000 police officers
Private companies, including
those in the services an
construction industries, will be
the main beneficiaries of this
public money. Adding to this cost
is the forced evictions of the poor|
living in the favelas (slums) andj||
the dispossession of indigenou
people from their lands to build
stadiums and parking lots.

Over one million people in
Brazil have protested the cost o]
the World Cup, the cutbacks anq "%
increased costs of social servicey =
forced evictions, and other humar,
rights violations.

The state security services hav
cracked down viciously on all anti-
FIFA demonstrations across thé
country. At least a dozen or morg
people have been killed and!!
hundreds have been arrested. L4

COSATU responds to Zuma's
State of the Nation speech

The Congress of South Africanindustrialisation and developmentdecent work, and that creating
Trade Unions has been sharplypf the productive sector,work requires faster economic
critical of President Jacob Zuma’sbeneficiation, and  state growth”.

State of the Nation Addressprocurement; the creation of ButCOSATU said, “He did not
delivered on June 17. Before thalecent sustainable jobs; a Nationahowever explain how this will be
speech COSATU issued anMinimum Wage (NMW); achieved. We appreciate thg
expectations statement, calling formandatory centralised collectiveassurance that the Nationa
radical socio-economic trans-bargaining; social protection for Infrastructure Plan and Industrial
formation to change reality of thethe unemployed. Policy Action Plan will continue
massive crisis of unemployment, COSATU said itwas concernedto be implemented, though he dig
poverty and inequality. thatthe President’'s speech “failechot  clarify how these

“Economic growthis ata snail’s to grasp the magnitude of the tasklevelopmental, state-led
pace,” said the statement, “andf putting our economy on to aprogrammes will be reconciled
continues to concentrate thenew growth path, to escape fronwith the National Development
benefits disproportionately in thethe legacy we inherited from Plan (NDP), which is based on the
hands of the few. Unemploymentapartheid, of an economyfailedeconomicsofneo-liberalism
and poverty dominated by andfree-marketcapitalism, which

remain far too the mining, are part of the cause of the crisi$
high. Over 7.4 finance and ratherthan a solution.”

million people Labour heavychemical = Whilethe speechidentified “the
are now sectors, and the prolonged and at times violent]
unemployed, 1 0o v e r - strikes” as one cause of the
one of the VOICeS e dependence on economic stagnation, the Presider]

highest - as a the export of failed to mention the much more
percentage of raw materials, serious strike of capital by those
the population - in the world, andrather than rebuilding employers sitting on R1.2 trillion
thisfigureis ontherise again, aftemanufacturing industry, doingin social surplus which they are
a small drop last year. It meansaway with the apartheid wagerefusing to investin the economy
more and more families are beingstructure, improving education, COSATU welcomed the
forcedinto poverty. Inequality haschanging  macro-economicspeech’s emphasis on thg
got even worse, making us one opolicies and using state-ownedexpansion of the energy sector
the most unequal societies on eartitompanies to restructure thewhichwillbe criticalto a successful
A still mainly white and male elite economy.... There was no mentioreconomic transition, but expresse
ownthe biggestand most profitableof banning labour brokers or“grave reservations about theg
companies and award themselvemeasures to strengthen collectivgotentially deadly use of nuclean
massive salaries, bonuses andargaining.” energy, and the negative

perks, from wealth created by the On the NMW, President Zumaenvironmental impacts of
workers whotoilin oftenappalling only promised that "we will fracking.”
conditions for poverty pay.” investigate the possibility of a A labour/civil society

The statement called for thenational minimum wage as one ofconference convened by COSATU
President to flesh out in morethe key mechanisms to reduce ther October 2010 declared that “We
concrete detail how governmentisncome inequality”. need to move towards sustainabl
going to implement the The President said that theenergy, to migrate the economy
commitmentto a radical economiceconomic crisis of unemployment,from one based on coal to a low
transformation backed by thepoverty and unemployment mustcarbon or possibly carbon-free
recent ANC policy conference. It “take centre stage”, that “the mosteconomy”, and it emphatically
spelled measures necessary teffective weapon in the campaigrnrejected nuclear powes.
achieve this, including: against poverty, is the creation of Www.cosatu.org.za

unemployed, 27% of children live workers living in overcrowded

in poverty, and austerity budgetsand insanitary conditions and
are being forced on working hunger has been reported. Thirty
people, $11 billion came at aNepalese construction workers
significant costto working people.took refuge in the their country’s

anti-FIFA protests as eventslike the World Cup andthe The Sochi Winter Olympics embassy and subsequently leftthe

cost a staggering $51 billion, evercountry, after they claimed they
though 18 million Russiansliveinreceived no pay.” The
poverty and migrantworkers werelnternational Trade Union
paid less than $2/hour to build theConfederation estimates that 12
necessary infrastructure. workers will die each week and

In 2022 Qatar will host the around 4,000 will have died
FIFA World Cup, and already before the event starts.
hundreds of migrantworkers have The social and financial cost of
died working on the World Cup these international corporate
infrastructure. Over 400 Nepalesesvents should be fought by working
and 700 Indian workers have beepeople around the world at a time
have are already among thevhere millions are being forced
casualties. The conditions migraninto unemployment and are denied
workers are forced to work intheir basic needs, democracy is
have been compared to slaverybeing eroded, the environment is
Robert Booth for the&suardian being destroyed, and the threat of
explains: “Workers describedwar is increasinge

Thousands expected at
Peoples’ Social Forum

By Darrell Rankin, Winnipeg

Nearly 80 years after the 1935 On to Ottawa Trek which demanded
work orwages for unemployed workers during the Great Depregsion,
thousands of activists are expected to gather in Ottawa to discuss
social change strategies, August 21-24.

This time, itis less likely that a Conservative government wi
able to stop people from attending, like the Bennett Tories di
staging the “Regina Riot.” Still, the people who attend will
Harper's worst nightmare.

It would be fair to say that the Peoples’ Social Forum in Ott
marks another stage in the long-awaited renewal of peo
movements for social and national emancipation in Canada.

Veterans of Idle No More, Quebec’s student strike, and the
protests in Toronto, the resistance to Corporate Canada’s sh3
will meet in Ottawa August 21-24. Organizers are preparing to
thousands of people.

It is useful to compare these movements with the last large
upsurge in the 1980s which were concerned with preventing nyclear
war, free trade and wages, connected to a far higher level of sfrikes.

People today are beset by a perfect storm of problems, [from
justice for Aboriginal peoples to peace, from poverty to jobs, ffom
energy to climate change.

Regardless of the level people have reached in understahding
these crises, it is vital to awaken them to action for real chdnge,
translating the science of fundamental social change into the language
of today.

The forum is expected to strengthen existing campaigns, $park
new ones and promote unity and cooperation. Issues such as pigelines,
treaty rights (nation to nation relations), and defeating the| big
business agenda will be part of the discussion.

Take Backthe CLC activists will also be at the forum to strengthen
tthe militant wing of the labour movement across Canada. Hgssan

Husseini’s bid for president at the May CLC convention is clearly not
the end of the TBC's contribution to organize the labour movemeént’s
growing militancy.

The large strike vote-mandates by Safeway and Superstore wprkers
in Western Canada (99.7% and 98%) show that younger workefrs are
fed up with low wages and part time jobs. Reflecting the deep ¢risis
of youth unemployment and barriers to higher education, many
activists will be on the younger side.

Organizations with decades-long experience will also be presgnting

| workshops, such as the Canadian Peace Congress. The Congrgss will
raise the discussion about Canada’s role as an imperialist coyintry.

Nearly every major city across Canada is preparing to send
dozens of its best activists.

In Winnipeg, preparationsinclude a Building a Peoples’ Moverent
forum on July 5, with workshops on treaty rights, pipelines,|job
creation, defeating the Harper big business agenda, and defeatjng the
neoliberal education model.

The Social Forum process is modeled after the World S
e Forum which each year attracts thousands of people to di
problems of social change. The world forums are a response
narrow, selfish global corporate agenda which each year is ho
places like Davos, Switzerland.

You can reach the PSF at http://www.peoplessocialforum.o
a local organizing committee near you listed on the welssite.
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Celebrate the summer of World Pride!

The Pride 2014 summer seasocommunity and our allies.
is here, including World Pride in

Toronto and hundreds of events irdisappeared, as seen by last yearfa.ce threats,

parade. In many countries, gayslesbian and trans* rights in Cubaand now Stephen Harper’s Cold
But fear and hatred have notlesbians, and trans* people stillshowing that “machismo” and War anti-communism to justify the
violence,

other anti-equality ideologies canassault on workers’ rights and

cities and towns right acrossanti-equality protests in France,mprisonment or even death. Butbe overcome with the support ofsocial equality. But “an injury to

Canada! Thisis atimeto celebratéhe Russian Parliament’s ban orthe lie that equality rights can onlyprogressive governments.
by LGBTTQ+ so-called “propaganda of non-be won in the wealthy capitalist

the gains

one is an injury to all.” Our unity
Here in Canada, we cannot bewill be strengthened by adopting

communities, and to reflect on thetraditional sexual relations”, andwest is shattered by progress itomplacent, as seen by attempts ifull legal and political protections
challenges we still face. The pasattempts to reverse same-sexountries such as Cuba, BrazilBritish Columbia to reverse pro-for sexual orientation and gender
year has seen some remarkablmarriage rightsin some U.S. statesand South Africa, and by the realityLGBTTQ+ policies at the school expression, and gender identity.

victories, but t h a t

also ominous . homophobic and

MIEENEE  Pride 2014 Statement from the REEREIEES

dangerous o b e i n g
Communist Party of Canada and

the Young Communist League

pushback from deliberately
anti-equality exported from
forces. More and North America
more countries and Europe.
are recognizing This  year’s
same-sex marriage and othe©On June 14, Ulrike Lunacek, Co-World Pride in Toronto will

district level. Anti-equality forces  This unity is a vital element of
have powerful friends in Harper'sthe broad democratic and social
Conservative caucus, despite theiresistance against the corporate
hypocritical condemnation of agenda of austerity and war.
Russia’s anti-gay laws. ForTogether, we mustbuildapowerful
example, the Conservative-movement to put people’s needs
dominated Senate has still nobefore corporate greed. Our
given approval to Bill C-279, LGBTTQ+ community must be a
which amends the Canadiarkey player in a efforts to build a
Human Rights Code by adding“People’s Coalition” of labour,

fundamental LGBTTQ+rights. In President of the LGBT group ininclude events with Mariela Castro“gender identity” to hate-crime Aboriginal peoples, youth and
Canada, the struggle to endhe European Parliament, was€spin, the director of Cuba’slegislation provisions. Canada’sstudents, women, seniors, farmers,

discrimination based on sexualassaulted by a bigot while beingNational Centre for Sex Education,corporate-driven “austerity” cutsimmigrant

and racialized

orientation and gender expressionihterviewed at the Vienna Pridewho has led the movementfor gayto social spending, and the attacksommunities, environmentalists,

identity has seen new progress.

The latest major victory was
the adoption of an updated
LGBTTQ+ policy by the
Vancouver School Board, after a
vitriolic hate campaign was
defeated by VSB trustees and th
new, broad-based BC Safe
Schools Coalition. In Ontario
(beyond other political
considerations), the election of
Kathleen Wynne, Canada’s first
out leshian Premier, indicates the
growing public acceptance of
LGBTTQ+ leaders by voters.

The continued expansion of
gueer-positive environments in the
popular media, the labour
movement and other areas o
society is particularly significant.
Inthe arena of professional sports
the coming out by Michael Sam,
drafted by the NFL's St. Louis
Rams, and the overwhelming
rejection of a few bigoted
reactions, signals that yet anothe

barrier is being shattered. The

many legal, political and cultural Mariela Castro Espin, director of Cuba’s National Centre for Sex
victories of recent years are theEducation, speaking ata June 22 event co-sponsored by People's
hard-won results of decades of/oice, the Rainbow-Sea of Red Coalition, and the Queer
efforts by the LGBTTQ+ Commission of the Communist Party (Ontario). Photo: Ed Bil

onunions, heavilyimpactwomen,peace activists and many other
Aboriginal peoples, and racializedallies.
groups, and make it far more Ultimately, mass resistance in
difficult to implement significant our communities and workplaces,
advances towards equality. Then the streets and at the ballot box,
most marginalized members of thecan defeat the Harper Tories and
LGBTTQ+community, including help openthe doorto a“people not
trans*, two-spirited, racialized profits” government. The goal of
gueers and young people, are thoghe Communist Party is to win
hardest-hit by the austerity cuts. fuller social equality and genuine
The trans* community is still people’s power in a socialist
struggling to achieve many Canada, where our economy and
equality rights. This is not aresources will be socially owned
“marginal” issue; trans* people and democratically controlled.
are 10% of the LGBTTQ+  Thishistoricadvance willmake
population, and face huge medicait possible to eradicate the
costs, higher unemployment, lessntersecting forms of exploitation
access to housing, widesprea@nd oppression which we face
intimidation at work, and lack of today. We urge you to join the
legal protections. Right-wing Communist Party and the Young
forces continue to scapegoat th€ommunist League to achieve a
LGBTTQ+ community alongwith liberated society in which, as Karl
racialised groups and otherMarxsaid, “the freedom of eachis
minorities. the condition for the freedom of
Homophobia and transphobiaall.” @
just like racism, sexism, and (NOTE: In this statement, the
national chauvinism, are weapon@acronym LGBTTQ+ refers to
to divide working people in the “lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans*,
struggle for a better world. Today,two-spirited, queer and others.”
the ruling class uses the economidhe debate over this and other
crisis, the so-called “war onterror”, terms continues.)

PV Vancouver Bureau

activists has won a major victory However, a small group of Vancouver Coastal

of PV, at stake was a set of specifitarty operative Cheryl Chang ang
measures to make schools safatvo trustees with a track record of
for trans* students. The homophobic views, the group
“Proposed Policy Revision onspread alarmist falsehoods abo
Sexual Orientation and Gendeithe policy. Much of the mainstream
Identities” had become the targetmedia initially fell for the group’s
of a group of homophobic claim that the policy was “racist” |
Christian fundamentalists, since it allegedly offended the
looking for a “wedge” issue to cultural values of the Chinese-
attack the Board on allegedlyspeaking community.
“pro-family” grounds. It was true that opposition was
The policy update addressesnobilized in some Chinese
serious harassment problem<hristian fundamentalistchurches
faced by a growing number of But some of the most homophobic
students who identify as trans*,speakers at VSB hearings were ofthers.

Hardly a

face threats or violence forsupporters of the Safer School$astily formed by opponents.
attempting to use washroomCoalition came from Asian cultural

has also created problems. Mosbr non-Asian, spoke against thedo not fit the “binary” norm. By
of these issues have been deafiolicy.
with in a compassionate and

Afteraflurry of media coverage,
facilities which match their own backgrounds, including severalChang’s group was increasingly2 vote on June 16, to wild applausepolicies which the Premier tout
identity. The arbitrary gender high school students and recenseen as hostile to the complexrom a room full of Safer Schoolsand implement programs tb
division of some school activities grads. Not a single student, Asiarproblems faced by students whaCoalition supporters, and angrypromote genuine inclusivity o

the end of the hearings, it was . . .
In the end, over 100 presenterapparent that they did not represent-Of more information, visit WWW-bcsaferSChO()lS-Co'r-

understanding way by teachers antbok part in the VSB hearings,any “silent majority,” just a very opponents. Each of the sevenjin

school staff over the past severamaking itthe most comprehensiveangry group of fundamentalists. favour spoke about the crucigl
Five months ahead of theyears, and the policy update wagolicy consultationin many years.

November 2014 civic elections,developed by the VSB’s PrideThose in favour of the updatel3, when the two Non-Partisanpolicy, turning the Boarg

a new coalition of pro-equality Committee to reflect this reality. included representatives ofAssociation trustees opposed taneeting into a celebration

Healththe policy, Ken Denike and Sophiahuman rights.

over right-wing forces attacking opponents immediately launchedAuthority, the Vancouver high Woo, held a bizarre news

The final straw came on Juneimportance of the updated

As Coalition supporters saif

reported in the June 16-30 issu@etition. Led by Conservative Faculty of Education, and manyreal estate agents had warnedthemrn to implementation of th¢

nomination in this fall's election. schools. This will be difficult,
Thiswilllikely end Denike'sthree because the deep crisis pf
decade career onthe Board, excejprrovincial underfunding makeg
for the 2002-2005 term when heit increasingly problematic fo
lost to a COPE landslide. Firstschool boards to maintain nof-
elected in 2011, Woo has noclassroom staff positions.
chance of keeping her position as The Safer Schools Coalitio
a single-issue independentsnow consideringits nextsteps.
candidate. NPA trustee Frase©One priority may be to help

single Ballantyne endorsed the policy andlefeat candidates backed by arti-

conforming. Many such youth herself). On the other hand, manyther than a few front groupsepisode has damaged the proto pressure the province fo

business NPA'’s campaign. mandate all school districts 1o
The policy was adopted by a 7-go beyond the “anti-bullying’

booing from a handful of all studentse
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1914 -
2014

Brief history of the Komagat

Abridged from an article in
Radical Desi

century. Many had served in theplan and the conspiracy was foiledlandlords were duly honoured byby the Canadiangovernmentin 1909eaching

Komagata Maru Centenary

a Maru episode

relocate East Indian immigrants tolt was a very radical action, as theactivists. Born in Delhi, he to mistreatment meted out to those
British Honduras. The official line Sikhs were largely known as pro-understood local languages of Indiaaboard the vessel, who came to
was the Hindus were not suited forBritish and were used to suppres®8efore coming to Canada in 1907Canada as British subjects.

East Indians began migrating tothe climate of Canada. Communitythe first Ghadar or mutiny againstor 1908 he served as a police The vessel picked up passengers
North America in the early 20th leaders resolutely challenged thehe British in 1857. The Sikh inspectorin Calcutta. He was hiredirom different countries before

Vancouver. Not

British army and came to the USA public meeting at the temple onthe British government for their as an immigration inspector andsurprisingly, there was an uproar in

and Canada as British subjects. OvePctober 6, 1908 resolved to send aervices.

interpreter, but continued working British Columbia when the ship

75 percent of them were Sikhs, angetition to challenge attempts to Acrossthe bordertoo, the flamedor the Indian police. He also arrived. Premier Richard McBride
around fifty percentwere ex-soldiersrelocate EastIndians. The resolutiorof rebellion were growing. An reported to the Deputy Minister of said, “To admit Orientals in large
in the British army. They were was co-signed by Bhaag Singh whaxtremist group named Hindustarthe Interior in Ottawa, the Agent of numbers would mean in the end the
predominantly peasants from rurawas the Secretary of the temple. Association of the Pacific Coast ofthe Government of India in London, extinction of the white peoples and
Punjab, which was annexed by the Bhaag Singh served the KhalsaAmerica that believed in an armedand shared intelligence with thewe have alwaysin mind the necessity

British in 1849.

Most of these immigrants came
to British Columbia for economic
reasons and found jobsinthe lumbe
industry, railway construction and
canneries. Others moved to the U
to work in farms. The hostility
againstthese men mainly came fro
the white labourers, who believed

that these people were being BUCGE BUDCE
imported as cheap labour to weake i mmg;
their bargaining power. Many S

employers used East Indians { ) . , -
immigrants to keep wages low anc *g-.,_,_, Ly, f . =
weaken the workers’ unions. The &
pressure was intense from labou’
groups who were not progressive a s
today and sought exclusion of therr;';,. ¥
Hindus. 4513 f

This hostility was also visible in
the mainstream press as newspapi
cartoons frequently mocked Easi
Indian immigrants. After all, the
1867 speech in Parliament of the
first Prime Minister, John A.
Macdonald, proclaimed Canada tc
be a “white man’s country”, laying
the foundation of an institutional
racism.

The British Columbia
government disfranchised East
Indian voters on March 26, 1907. In
an atmosphere charged with anti
Asian sentiments, race riots broke
out across the US border. On
September 4, 1907, a mob of white
workers attacked and drove outove
250 South Asian workers from the
lumber mills in Bellingham,
Washington. Many were forced to
take refuge in Vancouver. The
municipal politicians used the
episode to argue that South Asiar
immigration must stop.

The bitter experiences of racism
and discrimination shaped their
political views. In the light of these
hostilities, the Khalsa Diwan Society Illustrations on
was established in Vancouver in pages 7 & 8 b
1906. Jamail Singh

Since the Sikhs dominated the
group of East Indian immigrants, the

-

'
1
.

Diwan Society in different capacities struggle against the British EmpireAmerican Immigration service.

of keeping this a white man’s

Hopkinson had roped in 50-60country.”

East Indian supporters who helped The Khalsa Diwan Society came
him in information gathering. This to the rescue of the passengers. It
group was widely identified as ahired Edward Bird, a white lawyer
pro-British “Immigration faction”. associated with Socialist Party of
Bela Singh was the main leader oCanada, to challenge the
this group. Known as Hopkinson’sgovernment in court. Bird had to
tipster, he was on the governmenendure threats and intimidations
payroll for $62.50 a month, from white supremacists.
identifying Ghadar activists whose Minutes of a public meeting held
names were to be sent to Britisin Dominion Hall, Vancouver on
officials to prevent mutiny in India. June 23, 1914 give an insight of the

It would be wrong to presume anti-Asian mood that prevailed in
that the Ghadar activists did notBritish Columbia. H.H. Stevens
exhaust other peaceful channels. Aulled no punches: “l hold, and |
three-member delegation left forthinkIholditin common with every
England to petition for the right to member from British Columbia, that
bring families in Canada, but Britishthe Government of Canada - the
officials snubbed them. A separateParliament of Canada - should pass
deputation sent to Ottawa drew théegislation of a distinct and definite
attention of the authorities to theirtype, excluding Orientals
loyalty towards the British rulers. (applause).”

As these skirmishes continued, a In the end, the Komagata Maru
much bigger fight was aboutto beginwas forced to return on July 23,
which would not only change the1914. But this did not happen
course of the Canadian history busmoothly. On July 19, the police
also galvanize the Ghadarand immigration officials tried to
movement. siege the vessel with help of a

The role of Gurdit Singh, who tugboatnamed“SeaLion”. The fight
chartered Komagata Maru, athat ensued left about 20 people
Japanese vessel that brought 37#®jured, according to the official
East Indian passengersto Vancouverersion of the story. One of the
on May 23, 1914 remains debatablebricks thrown by irate passengers

Some historians describe him a0n the officials is now preserved at
freedom fighter who challengedthe Vancouver Museum.
Canada’s controversial Continuous  Inthe meantime, Bhaag Singhwas
Journey law. Others maintain that itarrested along with two more
was purely a business venture thaaccomplices in the US where he went
eventually turned into an importantto buy weapons for the ship
chapter of the history of struggle
against colonialism and racism due

People’s Voice salute to
Komagat a Maru centenary

This issue includes a special two-page section marking the 100th
anniversary of a major event in the history of Canada and India,
prepared in cooperation with our friends at Radical Desi magazine.

The anti-Asian hysteria of the early 20th century was carefully

continued on page 8

society was formed to govern a Sikiand became its president in 1910was formed. The association s00n fanned by politicians and newspapers of the day, as part of an employer
temple that actually became a nervéte came to Canada in 1906. He hadame to be known as the Ghadargyateqy to divide workers along the lines of ethnic origin, language, or

center of secular political activities earlier served in the British Army’s Party after its newsletter, Ghadar,
for Hindus and Muslims too. While cavalry. He was indoctrinated by atwas launched on November 1, 1913
the upper part of the temple was useltg¢ast two prominent and well-readfrom San Francisco. The Ghadar
for religious gatherings, the lowerradicalleaders ofthe Indian freedomiterature clearly reflects that it was
part of the building was used forstruggle: Taraknath Dass and G.Dnot just a war against imperialism,
public meetings every Sunday. OneéKumar. Das published the first Eastbut a resistance against racial

of the hotly debated issues was hovindian newspapeFree Hindustan, discrimination too. While the . : ! ! |
were Organize workers into industrial trade unions.

to bring families to Canada. It is notfrom Vancouver, and Kumar wasGhadar members

surprising that East

Indian instrumental in publishing the first predominantly Sikhs, the party asked

religion. Immigrants from the British Isles were encouraged to consider
themselves “superior,” pitted against their class brothers and sisters
from other parts of Europe, and especially against Aboriginal peoples
and migrants from China and India. Such racist attitudes helped
imperialism to recruit cannon fodder across Canada during the slaughter
known as the First World War, and later to try and block the drive to

For the bosses, the arrival of the Komagata Maru, carrying 376

immigrants were not allowed to Punjabi newspaper of Canadathem to keep their re]igious beliefs South Asian migl‘antS, was an occasion to Whlp up racist sentiments.

bring their families in Canada to Swadesh Sewak. out of the party affairs.

Socialists were challenged to put loyalty to their own class over “the

prevent permanent settlement of Bhaag Singh also became a Bhaag Singh openly helped the King and Empire”. For the emerging South Asian community, the

Asian men.

member of G.D. Kumar’s HindustanGhadar Party in fundraising and Komagata Maru exclusion fuelled the development of radical, anti-

As if this was not enough, the Association, and the United Indiainspired many in Vancouver to join imperialistideas. Eventually, this ferment moved in the direction of
Canadian government passed &eague formed by Husain Rahim.the movement. Soon, their activities working class unity, as thousands of workers of Chinese and South
controversial order-in-council orthe Rahim consistently opposed thecame to the notice of the authorities. Asian origin joined the communist-led International Woodworkers
Continuous Journey Law on Januan@nti-immigration laws and was On December 30, 1913 the of America and other progressive trade unions.

8, 1908. It stated: “All immigrants arrested for defying the ban on EasDominion Immigration Inspector for

Today, a deep understanding of the racist and colonialist origins

must come to Canada via a throughndians from voting during the British Columbia, Malcolm Robert ~ of the Canadian state is essential to help smash the myth that Canada

ticket and by continuous journeyMarch 1912 provincial election.
from their country of birth or

. _ _James Reid wrote a confidential js 5 Jand of equality and freedom. We support the call for meaningful
Bhaag Singhwas instrumental inletter to H.H. Stevens, a Member of recognition of the heroes of this episode, including the demand to

citizenship”. A tone for the encouragingex-soldierstoburntheiParliament from Vancouver,

Komagata Maru standoff wasmedals and uniforms and sever alproviding him with translations of

formally set as direct passage wa$es with the British Empire. On the Ghadar newspaper.

virtually impossible for East Indians October 3, 1909, he consigned his William Charles Hopkinson was

sailing to Canada. own uniform and an honourableanother immigration inspector who
There was also an attempt tadischarge certificate to the flameskept a watchful eye on the Ghadar

rename a downtown Vancouver street for Gurdit Singh, the visionary
who chartered the Komagata Maru’s voyage. We condemn the
Harper government’s anti-immigrant Bill C-24, which creates two
categories of citizenship. We urge all workers to reject racism and
divisions, and to unite around our common interests and struggles!
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Komagat a Maru rebel Baba Gurdit Singh speaks

: : really care for social justice.
From Radical Desi, July 2014 Onthe occasion of the Komagat

Even though CanadianMaru centenary, People’s Voice/
authorities have apologized for theRadical Desi would like to present
Komagata Maru episode, Babahere selected excerptsfromthe boo
Gurdit Singh, who chartered theBaba Gurdit Singh wrote, “Zulmi
vessel, is still looked upon with Katha” or “Tale of Tyranny” gives
suspicion. his perspective of the ugly events o

A few commentators have 1914. It enables us to understan
described him as somebody involvedvhat he really stood for and what
in human smuggling. His act is still was in his mind when he chartered
considered by many as unlawful.the vessel, to set the record straight.
The people who question Gurdit These selected excerpts are
Singh’s role and challenge histranslated from Punjabi. We do not
integrity should also examine theclaim that these excerpts meet the
intentions of the Canadianstandards of professional
establishment of the time. translation. The purpose is a small

They should find the real reasongattempt to present an alternative
behind the continuous journey law.viewpoint of the history. These
Wasn't that law racist? Wasn't it excerpts might helpin understanding
aimed at keeping Canada white?he Komagata Maru episode as an

Wasn't it discriminatory against a act of political resistance by Gurdit
particular ethnic group? Singh, who wanted to challenge the ,'..

In that context, we should discriminatory laws. Anyone who
remember that certain laws did nowants to read the whole book can =
allow women to vote in Canada.either contact a public library, or its
Women were not even consideredublisher, Unistar Books in
persons in the past. Can those wh&handigarh, India.
challenged these types of blatant “The economical situation of
discrimination really be called India continues to deteriorate. The
criminals? (British) government of India lacks
There were segregation laws inwillto enable its subjects to enhance
the U.S. that kept blacks and whitegheir education and expertise, so we
apart. Rosa Parks challenged ongeedtoventure outto other countries
such law by refusing to vacate a sedp acquire necessary skills to make
on the bus for a white passengermnore money..." c
She was arrested for doing so. Her “Being British subjects we have = ,
action galvanized the civil rights €very right to enter Canada, but if =
movement that brought an end tdhe Canadian government does not
America’s segregation laws. Will let us in, we can proceed to Brazil
history recognize her as a criminalavhere economical opportunities are
Gurdit Singh’s act may be no less than in Canada...”
criminal for some people, but the “If need be we will follow the
Canadian establishment was th&andhian ways of peaceful civil
biggest criminal for enacting laws disobedience. We will use similar
thatwere shamefully unfair to peopletactics that were applied by Gandhi
of colour. This episode transformedto fight for unarmed and oppressed

Hf,n.ml‘_s. ixh MAND FO
ALLAY THE PANES
TTHREE BAYS FART

| it e Byiagytome

——

FINDLS  [RVE FERE

ARPE 2

through courts if ever the need
arose... We never believed in seeking
our rights through any other
means...”

“I did this because when | visited
Hong Kong in January 1914 | saw
many Vancouver bound passengers
killing their time in a Sikh temple and
suffering economic hardships. I could
not bear their pain and decided to
take them to Vancouver...”

“The way we were subjected to
oppressionwouldn’t such oppression
on any other ethnic group, like

Japanese had sparked war? It's true
that the foreign government in India
was determined to destroy us...”

“If I had broken any law, the
Canadian government could have
tried me in the courts to get me
punished. The very fact that they did
not do so proves | never broke any
law in the first place.”

“Ifthe British governmentin India
can open its doors for foreign
investment and let its grain, dairy
product, leather and even carcasses
of dead animal go outside then why
it considers it a crime for Indians to
go abroad to work?”

“It was resolved that instead of
dying inthe sea away from the public
sight it would be much wiser to die at
Canada’s doorstep so that the world
could see...”

“It was resolved that in case of
military attack we will fight back
with sticks...”

“...If need be we will burn down
the ship by putting the coal in the
lower berth on fire....the ship will be
burnt down right at the doorstep of
Canada so that the blot on the history
of Canada and the Empire remains
for ever”

“Somebody from the shores would
often communicate with us through

Gurdit Singh and the other shiplndians...” orillness without becoming a burdenagreed upon after deliberations thatgestures...”
passengers into rebels against the “Iflproposetoregisterashipping on Canadians will such proposition we hold the right to enter Canada.” .- It was conveyed to us that the
British government that ruled India. company and deposit money in @e acceptable?” “We are after all loyal subjects of Indians have decided to burn down
Like Rosa Parks, Gurdit Singh will Canadian bank to support our  “Aresolution was passed to startthe British Empire. Whenever thethe Vancouver city if at all Guru
always be respected by people whassengers in case of unemploymest shipping company and it wasEmpire needed our services (durind\lanakshipwason fire....lwas deeply
wars), we Indians particularly the saddened to learn this. If at all we
Sikhs were ready to die.” gain martyrdom because of the
“British authorities often take us repression of British Empire there
to other countries either to work aswas nothing to regret as it would

Brief history of Komagata Maru....
indentured labour or as cannon bringabad name to the government.

Vancouver as soon asthe Komagateonspiracy behind the murder. They et \ars, there is no reasonBut if Vancouver is burnt down

Maru departed. A confidentialreportarrested three people including o e that the British Empire will because of us and results in the
passengers. These leaders wenrevealsthatthe Ghadar activists werélusain Rahimon October23. Rahim, =\ &\ 4500 oie o “oo e o killings of women and children, it
thinking of sending arms to India for seeking revenge against Reid an#asaccused ofincitingMewa Singh oo o doesr)tlhal‘.WOU|d bring a bad name to Indians
a mutiny. Mewa Singh also Hopkinson. A document dated Julyto murder Hopkinson, butwas later, " (S0 o0 o who are known for their
accompanied these men, as h8, 1914 reported a controversialcquitted for lack of evidence.™ "~/ o o C Fo veprsesmf'rom the compassion...So we revoked our
confessedinastatementafter hisarresbnversation between HusainFollowing Hopkinson's murder, "~ @ "~ i oopi (the Sikhresolution to burn the ship.”
for carrying concealed weapons. HeRahim and two other men, SoharReid was transferred to the East agcr?/ ture) on the company flyers “British governmentwas worried
admitted that they went to Sumas ori.al and Mohamed Akbar, in which the federal government felt that hiswhigh imoly that we ne'zd ﬁg b)r/eakthat if we go outside to do businessin
July 16, and purchased four revolvers possibility of harming Reid and life was in danger. the chainpsyof slaverv rather thana free environment it would help us
the next morning. Coming back toHopkinson was discussed. Meanwhile Mewa Singh openly _ e o he Y in improving our lives as humans.
Canada with one revolver and three Merely five days before Komagataadmitted his crime, revealing that he uWhg | started Guru Nanak When one becomes humanitis hard
boxes of ammunition, Mewa SinghMaru’s departure, Rahim wascould not bear the personal tragedy . - agon Company? My answer isto acceptslavery and the government
was arrested. He stated, “....from whaattacked with a sword by Bela Singh'sof two small children of Bhaag Singh,, -+ gnl a ersgn v?//iih s);lf respectdid notwantustoliberate ourselves.”
| could understand itwas the intentiorsupporter. Though Rahim survivedwho were left orphaned with his . fegl tﬁe ain of watchri)n "Our religious divisions are big
of these people to try and convoythe assault it started a wave ofleath. Bhaag Singh's wife passecﬁel less| WherF: 1.900.000 |ndiagnbottleneck in our way to self rule.
these weapons to the Komagatanurders. Two supporters of Belaaway early that year. He squarely hill?nlren )allre forcibly sent to other Until Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims
Maru.” Singh were murdered. Harnam Singfplamed Reid and Hopkinsonforthesgg i, « o1 onies towork asindenturedstart living like brothers it will be a
Bhaag Singh was released a weewas found murdered with throat cutincidents, and claimed that Bela, o “u oo oo Cinare s no foolishness to think of an uprising...”
after the Komagata Maru departedon August 31, while Arjan Singh Singh and Hopkinson were.’ ..o ' |odian women are forced to “For the sake of freedom,
What added fuel to the fire was awas shot to death on September 3.intimidating him to implicate Bhaag J-Ve amona men and bear sexuaProgressand unity agurdwara (Sikh
shootout near Calcutta, that left 22 On September 5, Bela Singh wenfingh and others after his arrest fogbuse e church) was built on the Guru Nanak
people dead, including a Britishto the Vancouver Sikh temple andbringing weapons from the US. “We never charted our ship with ship, besides Muslims and Hindus
police official after the ship reachedpumped bullets into the bodies of AsMewaSinghawaitedhisdeath, . - enterCanadasteaIthFi)I wewere allowed to have rooms for
therein September 1914. The troublBhaag Singh and Badan Singhsentence, Bela Singh was acquittedd . "t b "c e oo Wameya tomosque and temple...”
started when the police tried toBadan Singh, who participated inby a jury on November 18, 1914.. rgve ourIivestiththe helpofthe “British Indian government did
forcibly send these passengers tdifferent campaigns led by BhaagBela Singh claimed that he fired in nl? ire or compel the Ef)ritish not want Indians to go abroad and
Punjab through a special trainSingh, was shot when he tried toself-defence. Several Witnessegovgrnn,went to adrrr)ﬂt that thev treatearmn well. To keep them under their
waiting at the Budge Budge railresist. The two men succumbed t(%eSt.ified thathmgmbers of _the.Othg s like slaves..” Y thumb, it conspired with the Canadian
station. The authorities suspectedheir injuries the next day. actionwere havingameetinginside ™. iusti
that the men were Ghadar acrt)ivists. Botr{ Bhaag Singh a)r/1d Badanthe temple where the killings of We always wished to seekjusticegovermment to expel them.$
The whole episode coincidedSinghintheir deathbed dispositionReid and Hopkinson Were(L ) ..
with World War I. Thinking that it charged Bela Singh with thee?]dvpcatehd-TE:\eljugge Eointed outty [ndo Canadian W orkers’ Association
was the right time to strike againstshooting, while those injured alsothe jury that Bela Singh was one o
the Britisthmpire which wasgnow support%d the allegationj. thz m_enhwho stood for law and to hold Komagata Maru events
engagedinaconflictwithGermany, These bloody events took aorder inthe community. i ' iation i iZi
the Ghadar leaders gave a call foshocking turn when Hopkinsonwas ~Mewa Singh was hanged on Jary. m;Eelg]od 0(;?2 %?Iﬁ,%vzgmgr;{:s&%?? 'go?slsdcgg:nslzlrrrll?n:\ﬁc ﬁféz
rebellion, provoking many to return shot dead on October 21 in thell, 1915. He chanted prayers whef el e S y D dH qu Jul 26p o) 2 b blic rally at
to India. Over 14 Ghadar activistsprovincial courthouse by Mewa he was taken to the scaffold insidg 1€'C & l_J”rrey_ OQWOCI)( a |0n uyh » and a big public rla yda
from Canada alone were killedSingh. The Sun headline screamedhe New Westminster jail. Outside Surrey Millennium Park on July 27. The ICWA issued a calepdar
during the uprising after returning “Fifth Local Victim of Komagata the prison a small group of Sikhs dedicated to the Komagata Maru centenary early this year, arjd will
to their home country. Insp. Hopkinson Added to List”. ~gathered, while over four hundred @lsoreleaseasouveniratthe July 26 event. Formore information call
Tension filled the air in  The police suspected a largeshowed up at the temple, Surinder Sangha at 604-543-9865.

continued from page 7
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¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

SWiSS TNC pun_ membershiptodismissedteachers. The KTU had filed a petition February, demanding seniorityagainst alleged wage violations,
) . ] The education ministry quickly with the Seoul Administrative wages retroactive to the beginninghe effort could soon go to the next
iIshes unionists ordered the union’s 78 full-time Court in October against aof 2014. A six-day strike in level. A former member of the

staff members to return to theirgovernmentdecisionto outlaw theFebruary was ended by a courBuffalo Jills says that the league’s

Swiss-based multinationalteaching jobs. Should the June 1@nion due to its repeated refusal ténjunction, after which the factory cheerleading squads soon may
Georg Fischer has vindictively ruling be upheld by the top court,deny membershiptofiredteachersfired 285 workers, according toattempt to unionize.
punished Lastik-Is trade unionthe KTU would be prohibited from Among the 60,000-strong KTU union representatives. “We're looking into possibly
members for organizing workersusing the title “labour union” and members are 22 teacherswhowere “Today at the protest we sawdeveloping some type of union for
at its Turkish subsidiary called fromengaginginnegotiationswithsacked for signing statementshe workers block the gate, but wegirls going forward,” the former
Georg Fischer Hakan Plastik. Theschool authorities. against the former Lee Myung-didn’t crack down because we arelills cheerleader named Maria said
company is a market leading “We decided to fully reject the bak government in 2009. waitingto see ifthe factoryreachesn an interview. “So we’re not
manufacturer of piping, education ministry’s follow-up  Founded in 1998, the KTU hasa resolution with the workers,” doing this to benefit ourselves...
automotive supply-chain, andmeasures,”the KTU saidin a presgrown into the country’s second-said Yin Kea, a deputy director of This is for the future of the team,

machinery. release. “All full-time staff largestteachers’ union. the Pur Senchey districtthe future of these girls.”
Members of Lastik-ls, the members of the union will not go administration. Having the threat of a union
Petroleum, Chemical and Rubbeback to school.” Bahraini workers Phnom Penh prosecutor Keaalongwith enough employeeswho
Industry Workers’ Union of  The KTU also vowed to launch ) Socheatreceived acomplaintfromare willing to pursue litigation
Turkey, member of DISK national an all-out struggle againstthe courfgce deportaﬂons the factory over the protest, whichcould prompt all teams to treat the
center, have had their core labour was preventing workers from cheerleadersfairly andlegally. The
rights trampled by Georg Fischer. As many as 2,000 workers at entering or leaving the factory,Bills, Raiders, Bengals,
Local management sacked 37 ke 2 Y\ Bahrain factory face deportationand told workers he would chargeBuccaneers, and Jets currently face
trade unionists simply for j over an illegal strike action. representatives if they refused tallegations of wage violations. To
exercising their right to freedom Workers at a Riffa garment factoryleave. date, some teams have preyed on

of association.

Now workers are called in one
by one to meet management. Inj
these meetings members arg
intimidated into rescinding their
Lastik-Is membership. This is in
spite of the union receiving official
certification from the Turkish
Ministry of Labour and Social
Security. Lastik-Is represents ove

were given an ultimatumtoreturn “The prosecutor blames thethe reality that, given the
to work by the country’s Labour workers for an illegal protest butcompetitive nature of the job, the
Ministry, according to areportonthe factory isn't following the candidates will suffer a variety of
Gulf Daily News. Arbitration Council ruling,” said indignities, including getting paid
Workers at MRS Fashions,Puth Sovann, president of thdess than minimum wage or not
which manufactures clothing for Trade Union of Federation for getting paid at all.
worldwide brands such as Macy’s Workers. The Arbitration Council ~ “[D]oes it make it right?” a
GAP, JC Penney and Walmartjssued anon-binding order on Mayformer Raiderette named Lacy said
staged a mass walk-out in mid-30 saying the workers had to beaegarding the factthat many others
June after allegations of withheldgiven seniority pay, Sovann said happily would tolerate those

half the workforce required to \_ J salaries, unfair deportations, poor Protester Hong Nang said theconditions. “Tons of people would
become the employer’s bargaining working  conditions  and threats from the prosecutor wouldove to be a reporter. Does that
partner. decision, starting with a partial mistreatment. An estimated 2,00alo little to deter her. mean you don’t deserve to be paid

Georg Fischer has refused everyalkout of teachers on June 27Indian and Bangladeshi workers “lwill still protest until I getmy for your talent, for your time, for
attempt for dialogue at theUnionized teachers will trashed the company’s factory inseniority wage, even if the protestyour hard work?”

international level. collectively take an early leave toHajiyat and submitted a set of 12s cracked down on by the The NFL continues to decline
participate in a protest rally in demands, including calls for a payauthorities,” she said. “We haven'tto address the situation. In an era

Korean teachers Seoul. It is the first time in eight rise and better food and medicabletained anyone. We just don'twhere the NFL attracts female

years that the teachers will takecare, before theywillreturntowork.want the factory to transportfans by allowing the colour pink

under attack part in a collective action. The Labour Ministry have materials or goods out of theto infiltrate in October the
On June 28, teachers will takeissued a written warning that legalffactory until we have been paid.”otherwise sacrosanct NFL

A progressive teachers’ unionpartin a protest rally organized byaction would be taken, including uniform, evidence that female
in South Korea says it will not to the Korea Confederation of Tradedeportation, if the workers did notNFL cheerleaders employees are being exploited
comply with a government orderUnions (KCTU), the more militant return to work. “This strike is ) and mistreated could alienate
for union members to return toof the nation’s two umbrella illegal and we have issued amay organize members of their gender. Whether

school,despite a court rulingunions. More than 10,000 teachersvarning to the workers,” Labour through litigation, legislation, or

revoking the union’s 14-year-old will assemble for a meeting inMinistry inspection and labour As more members of NFL unionization, the time has come
legal status. Instead, the uniorSeoul on July 12 and activelyunions director Ahmed Al Haiki cheerleading squads take a stanfdr change.
declared on June 22 it will launchexpress their opinions on variougold the Gulf Daily News. I
an “all-out struggle” against the pending educational issues, theersonally wentand spoke tothem
government. The educationunion said. but they refused to negotiate and : . "
ministry warned of a stern “The decision to turn the KTU are adamant that they?/vould onl Many items in our "Global Class
punishment against what it calledinto an outsider union is an anti-go back to work if their demands Struggle" column are from the
an “illegal collective action,” labour act of violence that revivesare met.” .
heightening tensionwith the union.the ghosts from when (past The workers are demanding a Labour S tart WebSIte,
The Korean Teacher andmilitary-led governmentsordered)$397 monthly salary, up from the
Education Workers Union (KTU) to dismantle trade unions and is agurrent salary which is as little as B .Iabourst art'org
said its decision was reached wittanti-democratic brutality that set$145 a month.
unanimous consent at a closedback the clock of South Korea’'s News of the strike comes as
door meeting of union democracy to before 1987,” theunionleadersin Bahrainclaimthey[ ; .
representatives. It came two daysinion said in a statement. “Weare close to launching an official JOln the Commun|st af:
after a local court ruled that thewill fight forthe KTU untiltheend organisation to help protect the 1
KTU is not a legitimate labour against forces denying andrights of more than 120,000 Pal’ty of Canada i

group because it allowsoppressingit,” it said. expatriate labourers. Vice- The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of

pregdent of B.ahram Free Lab.our fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociafsm.
Union Federation (BFLUF), which | the cPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
is establishing the new union,| fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sofour
Bassem Kuwaitan, said that] members are active across the country, to build our party and to help
members - expected to be mostly| strengthen people’s movements on awide range of issues. All our polfcies
construction workers - would be| and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rpore
provided with legal assistance and about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

help with improving their living Central Committee CPC

conditions and gaining health 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

insurance. Members of the new . .
. 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
group would be charged anomina @cpe-p pary

~

fee of about $3 per year. Parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" : f
H ’ Manitoba Committee CPC
Cambodian box Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
Email: pcq@cpc-pcc.caél: 438-338-8890 .
k t k Tel/fax: 204-586-7824
workKers strike B.C. Committee CPC )
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 g;(‘)i”gacntf%ft-hclfi Toronto. MAK 1NG
. 604-254-9836<cpinfo.bc@gmail.com ve., ,
About 80 workers protesting | © "> Cpg 9 Tel: 416-469-2446
H monton .
againsta Japanese-owned factory g, 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
in Phnom Penh that produceq Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 E.i?n“-ﬂi'n“%ﬁ“iéﬁp;éw
. Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ilton, ON,
cardboard boxes blocked the gatef e| ax Tel: 905-548-9586
c cPC
on June 20 after managers refusefl szgla_féth ok Adantic Region CPC

to hold a meeting with employeesy cary. aB, T2A4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0
smmrltu Workers burned tires in front of | o o Tellfax: 902-542-7981
Helping others Is like helping yourseif. the Harta Packaging factory, where\ Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca> j
they have been protesting since
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"A new international financial and
monetary order must be demanded”

Speech presented by Cuban [
President Raul Castro Ruz,
during the Group of 77 +
China Summit in Bolivia

| thank companero Evo Morale
Ayma, President and illustrious
representative of the original
peoples of our region, for
convoking this important Summit.

At the conclusion of the United
Nations First Conference on Trade

and Development, in June of 1964Cyba's President Raul Castro (L), Bolivian President Evo Morales,
a group of developing countries,and Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro (R), at a ceremony for

conscious of the enormousgelegates of the G77+ China Summit, June 14, 2014
challenge they would be obliged

to face, decided to march forwardthe equivalent of two planets’ against “60 or more dark cornerg
together to confront a world natural resources. of the world,” obviously all
economic systemwhich has shown Faced with these realities, themembers of the Group of 77.
itself to be inequitable and unjust.principle of common, but Wemustexercise oursolidarity|
This group was responsible fordifferentiated responsibility in with those who are threatened with
the preparation, negotiation andaddressing climate change anéggression. Today, the cleareg
approval,onMay 1, 1974, 40 year®ther environmental challengescase is that of the Bolivarian
ago now, of one of the mostremains fully applicable. Republic of Venezuela, againsi
important programmatic docu- Ascompanero Fidel Castro Ruawhich the most sophisticated
mentsinthe struggle againstunderas said, “The resources exist taneans of subversion and
development and for the achievefinance development. What isdestabilization are being used
ment of international economiclacking is political will on the part including attempted coups d’etat
justice: the Declaration and Actionof governments in developedin accordance with the precepts o
Plan for the Establishment of acountries.” non-conventional war which the
New International Order, “based A new international financial United Statesis nowimplementing
on equity, sovereign equality,and monetary order must beto overthrow governments, to
interdependence, mutual interestiemanded, as well as fair tradesubvert and destabilize societies
and cooperation among all states;onditions for producers and For more than 50 years, we
whatever their economic and sociaimporters, from the guardians ofhave been victims of a genocida
systems may be, which will allow capital, concentrated in theU.S. blockade; of terrorist attacks
inequalities to be corrected andnternational Monetary Fund andwhich have taken the lives of
currentinjusticesrighted; growingWorld Bank; and from the thousands of our citizens, ang
disparities between developed andefenders of neoliberalism withincaused significant material
developing countries eliminated;the World Trade Organizationdamage. The absurd inclusion o
and present and future generatiowhich attempt to divide us. Cuba on the list of State Sponsor
guaranteed acceleratingeconomic Only unity will allow us to of International Terrorism is an
and social development in peacegnsure that our broad majorityaffront to our people.
and with justice...” prevails. As we have denounced, the
Shortly thereafter, approvalwas Thisis how we mustdo it, if we promotion of illegal, undercover,
won for the Charter of Economicwant the post-2015 Developmentsubversive actions is growing, as
Rights and Responsibilities of Agenda, which should include thewell as the use of cyberspace t
States, which establishes thé&soals for Sustainable destabilize our countries, not jus
sovereign right of states toDevelopment, to offer answers toCuba, but any country whose
administer natural resources andhe structural problems of ourgovernment does not accep
economic activity intheir territory. national economies; to generaténtervention or tutelage. In this
These important documentschanges which allow for way, any nation can be the targe
remain absolutely germane, busustainable development; to beof cyber-attacks directed toward
the great paradox is that, today, nainiversally applicable and respondomenting mistrust, destabilization
one wants totalk aboutthem. Theyo the needs of different levels ofand potential conflicts.
are described as “backward” ordevelopment. Overthe years, we have alway
“left behind by events.” At this time, the sovereignty of been accompanied by the stron
Yet the gap between the Northstates is being violated, thesolidarity of the Group of 77
and the South is now widening,principles of international law and member countries and China, fo
and the global economic crisis hapostulates of the New Internationalwhich | thank you, in the name of
become the longest and mosEconomic Order are being openlythe Cuban people.
difficult of the last 80 years, as atrampled; concepts are being Let us take advantage of thig
result of the irreversible failure of imposed which attemptto legalize50th anniversary of the G-77 to
neoliberalism imposed by theintervention; force is used and theenew our common commitment
principal centers of power, with athreat of its use is made withto join forces and close ranks tg
devastating impact on ourimpunity; the media is used tobuild a much more just world.
countries. promote division. Stillresounding Thank you very much.
As the timeline for accomp- in our ears is the threat by United Applause)
lishment of the Development States President George W. Bush http://www.granma.cue

Goals, agreed upon at the 2000
Q'!:?"
‘ulf

Millennium Summit, is almost
« i
The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five

concluded:
- A total of 1.2 billion people live
L]
Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Writg
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Five

in extreme poverty. In Sub-
Saharan Africa, the number of poo
has increased non-stop, growing
from 290 million in 1990, to 414
million in 2010.

- One of every eight persons
worldwide faces chronic hunger.
- Forty-five percent of children
who do not reach five years of ag
die of malnutrition.

- External debt has reache
unprecedented levels, despite th
enormous interest payments w
have made.

- Climate change is being
aggravated, fundamentally by the
patterns of production and
consumption in industrialized
countries, which, if they are

l'.

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca
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NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Historic solidarity concertin T oronto

Toronto’s Common Thread Community Chorus joined force
May 31 with local Chilean musical ensemble Proyecto Altipl
for two performances of the Cantata Santa Maria de lquique k
composer Luis Advis (1935-2004). The 1969 work, compose
the renowned Chilean group Quilapayun, uses classical form
indigenous folkloric traditions to tell the story of a nitrate ming
strike in the northern Chilean province of Iquique in 1907.

dispute led to the massacre, by the Chilean army, of more
2,000 workers. In preparing for the concerts the organizers w
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closely with the Mining Injustice Solidarity Network and Minipg

Watch Canada. Approximately 75% of the global mining ind

try

is based in Canada, so it is fitting that speakers from these groups
were invited to address the audience. Congratulations to all pf the
participants for an inspiring use of culture to build awarenes$ and

solidarity with exploited communities throughout the world.
info on mining justice visit www.solidarityresponse.net/
www.miningwatch.ca/

Musicians unite to save Alaska salmon

The campaign to protect Alaska’s salmon fisheries from
devastating effects of the proposed Pebble Mine has achievd

or
nd

the
d real

success in the past year. Notably, on Feb. 28, the Environnpental

Protection Agency announced that it will protect Bristol Bay,
its authority under the Clean Water Act. A significant role
achieving these positive results has been played by Mus

using

in
cians

United to Protect Bristol Bay (MUPBB), a resourceful solidayity

group whose public face is the American folksinger and orgar
Si Kahn. This spring MUPBB released its annual report. It’
inspiring catalogue of movementtactics, including: booking con
and workshops by members at all Alaska folk festivals; organ
booths and workshops at national and regional folk festivals; soli
and publishing songs on the struggle; recording and promoti

izer,
5 an
certs
zing
iting
ng Si

Kahn's best-selling Cd “Bristol Bay”; sponsoring a contestant i the

975-mile “Mushing for Bristol Bay” wilderness race; plus numer
TV and radio appearances and print media stories. More tha
musicians have joined the campaign including two well-kn
artists from western Canada: Connie Kaldor and Maria Dunn
fight to protect Bristol Bay is being won, but it's not over. Unless
declared a federally protected area, the EPA decision c4
undermined by a future federal administration. For more info
http://musiciansunited.info/.

Anti-Flag on Justice for Cecily McMillan

Justin Sane, co-founder and lead singer of the popular pun

pus
n 400
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Visit

rock

band Anti-Flag, has released a YouTube statement in defence of

activist Cecily McMillan. McMillan, 25, was arrested atan Occ
Wall Street protest at Zuccotti Park on March 17, 2012. She
accused of elbowing a police officer who, she claimed,
grabbed her breasts from behind while police were clearin
park of protesters. The farcical trial resulted in McMillan be
sentenced to 90 days in prison and a five-year probation for ¢
the officer “ablack eye.” She was also ordered to undergo mand
mental health evaluation and treatment. Since the alterc

non-violence, has lost not only her freedom, but school,
friends, and family. Justin Sane, in his statement, noted th
case highlights the problem of police brutality and the injustig
a legal system that is set up “to protect the powers that b
trample on the rights of anyone that questions their authorit
illustrates, he adds, “the way in which the police, and those
command them, use intimidation to create a chilling effect.”
more info on the Cecily McMillan case Vis
www.justiceforcecily.com.

McMillan, a socialist activist with a demonstrated commitmevlt to

Seeger’s FBI files to be released

The death of Pete Seeger on January 27 was followed by a fl
requests for his FBI files from journalists, researchers, an
general public. Thanksto the sheer volume of Freedom of Inform
Actapplications, the National Archives and Records Administra
(NARA) has announced that thousands of Seeger files wi
released online. NARA spokesperson Miriam Kleinman said
May 27 interview that the archive is waiting for a review to
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completed, adding that it will publish the documents “as sod
possible.” As is usually the case with Freedom of Inform

n as
ion

requests, documents will be screened for information that is “exempt

fromdisclosure” (i.e. redacted). NARA was initially going torel

se

individual files on request, for a hefty and prohibitive “administration
fee” of $2000. FBl and ClAfiles on Pete Seeger go back to the 1940s
and never really stopped. Redacted or not, it should be interesting to
find out what nefarious behaviour the FBI snoops were monitoring.
So far, my own search of the NARA website has not come up|with
any FBI documents on Pete Seeger. For the source of this stofy visit

www.america.aljazeera.com.
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"Féte Nationale" greetings from PCQ

exploitent de la main-d’ceuvre Tous les paliers de gouvernement,
ailleurs au Canada et a I'étrangertant fédéral, provincial que ENEYEV oMl
Le Québec a une économiemunicipaux, restent déterminés g
développée et fait partie du cercldaire payer davantage la classe

For the enjoyment of our
readers who are fluent in
French - and as a teaching
exercise for Anglophone

oncada Day Picnic, Sat.,

restreint  des uly 26, 4-7 pm, Salmon BBQ

readers who studied French
in school - we reprint here
the greetings published on

puissancesuvriére eta lui enlever ses acqui
impérialistes dans le monde.: réduction de services publics

Malgré cela, la bourgeoisiechbmage croissant, gel ou

$10 per plate, live music, raffle

'draw. 530 Wakesiah Avenue.

rfor info, Gilberto 250-754-4277

uébécoise est partagée quant @duction salariale, précarité e
ﬁavenirdesarelar'ziona?/eclgresteemploi, offensive Féontre lesOF Alan 250'7,60'0.252'
du Canada, une partie d’elle étantégimes de retraite, etc., tout ))Droceeds to People’s Voice.
disposée a se satisfaire deasse.

'autonomie provinciale actuelle, Les communistes refusent de

Québec's June 24 "Féte
Nationale" by the Parti
Communiste du Québec and
the Young Communist
League of Québec.

Surrey, BC

I'autre souhaitant jouir de la s'allieralabourgeoisie québécoisdrally against Bill C-24,

plénitude des pouvoirs d'un étatpour faire un Etat capitalisteHarper’s — anti-immigrant

Le Parti communiste du Québedndépendant. séparé, parce que cela impliquéegislation, vigil5pm, Sat., July
et la Ligue de la jeunesse LePartiLibéralduQuébecetlanécessairement de reléguer ah,atHollandPark, King George
communiste du Québec offrentCoalition Avenir Québec sontsecond plan et de laisser sur I&ighway &100Ave. Sponsored
leurs veeux de solidarité les plug’expression politique de la partieglace la lutte qui correspondPy Radical Desi magazine,
chaleureux aux travailleuses et aufédéraliste-autonomiste de cettevéritablement aux intéréts de laSiraat, and People’s Voice. Ph.
travailleurs du Québec al'occasiorbourgeoisie et le Parti Québécoislasse ouvriére, la lutte pour 1604-255-2041 for info, or see
de leur féte nationale. est celle de la partie souverainistesocialisme c’est-a-dire une sociét®age 2.

Le peuple du Quebec constituendépendantiste. Le Partidirigée directement par la class&omagata Maru centenary
une nation dont les droits sontniéQuébécois essaie d’attiser lesuvriére pour le bénéfice de laevents, organized by the Indo
au sein du Canada depuis laessentiments nationalistes pougrande majorité du peupleCanadian Workers’ Associa-
conquéte de la Nouvelle-Francegagner le soutien de la classdravailleur. tion, meeting at Dogwood Hall
par I'’Angleterre en 1763, d’abord ouvriére et des couches populaires Or, cette lutte pour le socialismeon July 26, and rally at
par les colonialistes britanniquesdu Québec & son projet deexige que la classe ouvriéreMillennium ParkonJuly 27. For
et ensuite par la classe capitalisteonstitution d’'un nouvel état composée de diverses nationalitédetails call Surinder Sangha,
canadienne. Comme la natiorcapitaliste ou seraientau Canada, soit unie face a soB04-543-9865.
acadignne, les . minoritésessentie_lleme’nt maintenuesennemie,Iaclassedescgp[tali_ste@eop|e,sVoiceWa|k_A_-|—hon'
canadiennes francaises qQS autréSppressmr)\etl exploitationde la tar]t, canadiens que quéebécois %unday, August 10, at Bear
provinces, la nation metis, Iescla_sst_a ouvr;\ere parlab_ou’rgemsmqu etrz_anggrs, pour lui arracher lecreek Park (picnic area at 140
Premieres Ngngns_et Inuit, I_aMa|SJusqu a présent, il n est paspouvoir d’Etat a la grandeur_ dugt g 88 Ave.), meet 11 am for
r]at|on _québécoise subltparye_r]g a gagner ce soutien de I;a,\.ays,. Lutter pour f:fure walk around the park, 12 noon
'oppression nationale dans cemajorité de la population. I'indépendance du Quebecdeliciouslunch,1pmcultural&

pays. Aussi, depuis maintenantquatreaujourd’hui, implique non political program. For info, call
L'oppression nationale est seulement de différer et Hariit 604-543-7179 '
intimement lige au d'affaiblir la lutte pour le ’ '

développement du capitalisme socialisme, mais sa réalisation

Toronto, ON

Annual People’s Voice BBQ,

2-5 pm, Sat., July 5 (rain or
shine), 58 Albany Ave. (one
street east of Bathurst, north of
Bloor). Meat and vegetarian
dishes, $20/person ($10 for
students, low- and unwaged),
children under 12 free.
Sponsored by Davenport Club
CPC, RSVP to 416-536-6771
or omayasim@sympatico.ca.

Salsa on the City Square!,
19th Annual Toronto-Cuba
Friendship Day, Nathan Phillips
Square, 2-8 pm, Sat., August
23, free admission. Direct from
Cuba: 8 piece band Grupo
Moncada, and Toronto’s Pablo
Terry and Sol de Cuba. Cuban
flag raising 3 pm. Cuban food,
sugar cane juice, beer garden,
2015 Pan American Games
display, display tables, photo
exhibition. Sponsored by the
Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto,
www.ccfatoronto.ca.

Ust

contribueraitméme arenforcel
la domination de

I'impérialisme américain sur
le Québec et sur le reste du
Canada.

C’est pour promouvoir cette
unité nécessaire que leg
communistes militent

activement au sein de la class
ouvriere multinationale du

au Canada.
La classe capitaliste
canadienne est la seule béné

ficiaire de cette oppression. Er .'
¥

attisant artificiellement Ies|

A1

People'sVoice deadline$

August 1-31 issue: Thursday, July 17
September 1-15 issue: Thursday, August 14

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

et affaiblir la classe ouvriére ‘Q

multinationale canadienne et ' ‘-

s’assure ainsi de se mainteni "

petite minorité de la population. démocratiques et
Cette oppression se manifestelécennies, le PQ etles Libéraux seonstitutionnelles qui garantiraient

de plusieurs fagons: racismepartagentle pouvoir provincial enla pleine égalité de toutes les

A whirlwind trip to Chiap as

antagonismes entre les nation
du Canada, elle réussit adivise-

aux commandes du pays biet Canada en proposant ur
qu'elle ne constitue qu’une programme de réformes
discrimination, négation des droitsalternance, en faisant au peupleations du Canada, notammer
linguistiques, culturels ou durant les campagnes électoralesne nouvelle constitution basé

'eLBy Darcy Robinson, Kamloops

territoriaux, inégalité économiquedes promesses qu'ils s’'empressersiur un partenariat égal etvolontaire | took a recent whirlwind trip to Chiapas, with a Volkswagen that |

entrainant des taux de chémagede trahir sitot élus.

du Québec et du Canadgented in the white wealth inspired tourist area of Cancun. The drive,

plus élevés, des salaires et des Pendant longtemps, le projetanglophone, et garantissant legyhile long and exhausting, gave a good comparative analysis of

niveaux de vie inférieurs. Parmipéquiste trouvait écho parmi lesdroits nationaux des Premiéresouthern Mexico and the Chiapas and Zapatista region. | had studied the
les nations opprimées, se sont leforces progressistes réformistes alations et Inuit, des nations métiszapatistas years ago in university, but nothing would compare to even

Premiéres Nations, Inuit et métissein de la classe ouvriere et dest acadienne, et de toutes leg short visit to this amazing place.

quien subissentles manifestationsouches populaires du Québeaminorités nationales.
les p|US aigues, tandis que toute€elles-ci étaient disposées a Vive la classe ouvriere du Stepped down as Spokesperson forthe Zapatistas_ He felt his image had

se voient refusé le droit desoutenir le PQ en taisant lesQuébec! Vive la lutte pour le pecome too much of a focus in the struggle, and a new leadership and
s’autodéterminer politiquement etrevendications et les aspirationsocialisme®

de choisir librement la forme dede la classe ouvriére pour ne p

The week before | arrived, Sub-commandante Marcos had officially

voice needed to be developed. On May 26, 2014, following the 20th
anniversary of the Zapatista uprising “The voice of the Zapatista

souveraineté gu’elles compromettre I'objectif de la
souhaiteraient, soit 'autonomie,souveraineté, qu’elles congoiven
l'indépendance, ou une véritablecomme une étape préalable atou
confédération de nations égaleg€mancipation sociale. Mais aforce
en droit. de trahison de la part du PQ, d

Cette négation du droit aplus en plus de gens parmi ce
l'autodétermination est I'essenceforces réformistes s’en détachen
de I'oppression nationale que subiet veulent se doter désormais d’u
le Québec. Cela soulevevéhicule politique qui leur soit
I'indignation du peuple québécoispropre, qui allie la souveraineté
etaengendré depuis les années @blitique du Québec avec le
le mouvement souverainiste dirigéprogres social. Malheureusement
par laclasse capitaliste québécoisdés congoivent et limitent ce progrés

La nation québécoise dispose des réformes dans le cadre d
déja d'une certaine autonomiesysteme capitaliste.
politique a travers les pouvoirs Pourtant, la nécessité d’en finir
provinciaux qui lui sont dévolus avec le systéme capitaliste qui e
dans le cadre fédéral actuelresponsable des malheurs et dg
Historiquement, la bourgeoisiedifficultés que vit le peuple
guébécoise, c'est-a-dire la classéravailleur du Québec s'impose de

capitaliste et dominante duplusen pluscomme une évidencs.

Québec, s’est appuyée sur ceSans compter les menaces que
pouvoirs pour se développersysteme fait peser sur
Aujourd’hui, elle contréle la I'environnementetlapaix atravers
majeure partie des capitaux de l#e monde, les conditions de vie de
province et certains de sedravailleuses etdes travailleurs n
représentants disposentessent de reculer tandis que le

d'importants investissements efprofits des entreprises bondissent.

_ News for
people, not
for profits!

Have you sent
a donation for
our 2014 PV
Fund Drive?
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National Liberation Army [EZLN] will no longer come from my voice...
Marcos no longer exists.”

| drove directly through the alto (high) zone where Zapatistas still
control about a third of the territory of Chiapas. The road was extremely
bad and patchy throughout. A group of Zapatistas came out with a rope
gate and demanded a small toll of 20 pesos, which | gladly paid. There
were no guard rails, as | drove high in the mountains nearly 11,000 feet
above sea level. This ancient Mayan road was only paved in the 1980s
to provide for a Mexican military base, not for the benefit of the Mayan
people. The drive was stunning and terrifying.

The immediate difference was the sense of dignity that | felt in the
area. People were very focused on what they were doing. Children
seemed to be everywhere with their parents or friends, and they seemed
dignified in a way | haven't experienced in indigenous communities
enough.

I arrived in San Cristobal, the most refreshing place | have ever been
in Mexico. The liveliness and diversity was amazing. It had the cheapest
and best kept hotels, the food was fresher than anywhere else in Mexico.
At a free medical clinic, the sign was in English so | assumed it was free
for all people.

Growing up in Canada, itis hard to find indigenous people as a vast
majority in any environment. What separates the Zapatistas from many
modern socialist movements is the component of “liberty and recognition
of indigenous culture.” | had never experienced indigenous people as
the vast majority in this way before. In Canada the language is being
wiped out daily, while most Mayans still speak their native tongue as a
firstlanguage. Despite genocide and colonization, indigenous people of

America will never go away, but will live foreves.
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French rail workers on the frontline against privatisation

By Adrien Welsh, PV
correspondent in France

The lasttwo elections in France
were catastrophic for progressive
people and workers. The right and
the ultra-right obtained the highes
votes, reflecting anger against thg
austerity agenda of the Socialis
Party.

In the Euro elections held in|
May, the FN (National Front), an
ultra-right and xenophobic party,
gained almost 25% of the votes A
electing the largest French grouy
to the EU Parliament. The right
(UMP) came second with just lesg
than 21%.

In municipal elections, the right
won almost 46% of popular|
support, and the ultra-right around$
7%. The right won about half the
cities of more than 9 000representative  of

Their representatives urged
strikers to go back to work, and
tries to turn the population against
the rail workers through demagogy
such as declaring that “because of
the strike”, national exams for high
school students were in danger; or
by saying that the rail reform is
necessary for economic recovery.
The French population and
especially the rail workers are not
fools. They know that the reform
will not create more jobs nor
provide better service. In England,
where the privatisation of railway
industry is at the most advanced
stage in Europe, problems were
not solved. Since 1996, the
situation is even worse than in
France. Users have to pay twice
as much for a poor service (an
average of one train out of six is

social Paris East, the rate exceeded 80%ijnce itis totally incompatible with late) with lax security (the

inhabitants, while the ultra-right democracy. The project aims toa historical high, especially sinceEuropean Union directives to beLandgrove Broke accident in
now rules 9 cities and electedgather all progressive forcessome unionslike UNSAand CFDTfollowed by the Socialists. The 1999, where 31 people died and
around 1200 councillors. Overunhappy with the Socialist Party’s(a supporter of the reform andpublic structure will be eliminated about 500 others were injured, is
one-third (36.45%) of French policies into a broad “left” front, linked to the Socialist Party) as soon as it is created! The twa tragic example). The UK rail

voters did not vote inthe municipallike in Greece with Syriza or in opposed the strike.
elections, for which the populationGermany with Die Linke. A first
is usually the most mobilised. = meeting was convened on June 1s to be found in the anti-peoplefinancial terms.

With just 15% of popular to which all the political forces orientation of the Socialist Party. The goal of this reform is to

establishments will be totally service debtis 40% higherthanin
The reason for this movementindependent in juridical and France, since the privatisation of

the industry.
The struggle of French rail

support, Hollande now has nothingthat supported Hollande’s electionThis reform is a step towards thebreak the railworkers unionto helpworkers is closely linked to the
tolose by implementing anti-socialin 2012 were invited. That large privatisation of SNCF, the nationalachieve SNCF's total privatisationglobal capitalist crisis, which is

policies. Following the municipal spectrum starts from the centrecorporation of railways of France,by 2019, as required by Europeamsed as a pretext by the bourgeoisie
elections, he named Manuel Vallsparty led by Francois Bayrou, thea public monopoly since 1936Union directives on opening tosharpenits attacks on the people
a representative of the “right” of MoDem, over to the Communistwhen the Popular Frontmarkets-anotherexample showingy dismantling social outcomes
the Socialist Party, as PrimeParty. governmentwas elected followingthe impossibility of “reforming” and public services, just like
Minister to succeed Jean-Marc The struggle against Socialistmassive mobilisations and strikesthe EU. The government’s Canada Post is doing in our
Ayrault. Valls is also known for policies, however, goes beyondRailway privatisation began in proposalis to force rail workers tocountry.
1997 with the split of SNCF into sign a collective agreement for It is easy to find similar
two different entities: the passengeeach branch. But railway workersexamples in the rail industry.
transportation side, which wasare not fooled. They know thatCapitalist South Korea's
open to privatisation; and anothewhat they sign now with the Stategovernment had to deal last winter
publicly owned side of SNCF will be null and void. with one of the country’s longest
infrastructures. The totality of  Politically, this move is at the strikes (22 days) againstthe further
SNCF's debt was then transferrec¢core of Hollande’s anti-social privatisation of the railways. The
to the latter. This move was part ofpolicies to fulfill European Union movement was supported by 45%
the global strategy of privatisingrequirements. The right (UMP) of Korean rail workers, and more
profits and nationalising losses.globally supports the project. Aspecifically by young people
Then in 2006, freight UMP deputy urged his colleagueg60%). A one day general strike
transportation was privatised ando vote for the text “as is” in order organised by the KCTU unionwas
subcontracted. not to complicate the task of theviolently repressed by the
It is worth noting that since government and to end the strikeauthorities, and a 78 year-old
2000, i.e. since the application ofmovement quickly. woman was killed.
his expulsion policies towards political manoeuvres. On June 10these reforms, around 30,000 jobs The reform also aims to isolate In Sweden, often cited as an
Roma people in the country. Thisrailway workers began atwo-weekwere lost within SNCF. one ofthe most combative sectiongxample of social democracy, the
indicated that the Governmentlong national strike, the biggest The new reformis presented byofworking class, justlike Thatcherrail workers are engaged in a
would not take any left turn, butsince 1995, against the “Railwaythe corporate media as adidwith mineworkers, by breaking lengthy strike against the French
would stay on the path of austerityReform” put forward by the reunification of the two entities. It their unique status. corporation Veolia, the main
policies, such as the territorialgovernment. More than 50% ofis actually an attempt to “reunify ~ The right was never able to gooperator in the southern part of the
reform and the Railway Reform. workers responded positively toin order to better separate”. Theso far in privatisation measurescountry. After the first attempts to
We are seeing a recompositiorthe strike call of the CGT (the government presents the creatioimhe governmenttested the reactiosplit the public monopoly in 1988,
of the left, with the so-called left union historically linked to the of a new public structure of labour unions several timesthere are now eight subsidiaries,
wing of the Socialist Party, led by Communist Party) and SUD tradeoverseeing the two railway waiting until June tointroduce thissome of which are privatised.
Arnaud Montebourg, as the mainunions. In some sectors like inorganisms, a cynical manoeuvraneasure, just before vacations. However, 70% of the Swedish
Indeed, this strike was far frompopulation is in favour of a public
being spontaneous. The laboumonopoly.
movement has been trying to In France, more localised
negotiate with Guillaume Pepy,struggles arose in recent months,
SNCF'’s director, and Fredericespecially in the postal and health
Cuvillier, Minister of Transport, sectors.
as wellas with President Hollande  All this shows the importance
and Prime Ministers Ayrault andof the fight for the SNCF’s
Valls. Several one-day strikes,integrity, and to protect the unique
rallies and actions, were calledstatus of rail workers. French
one of which gathered aboutrailworkers are not alone.
22,000 rail workers. Maintaining public services and
The movement is much moreassets is in the interest of the
powerful than estimated by thepeople. The government however
government and the ruling classis more and more isolatesl.
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