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Prolétaires de tous les pays, unissez-vous!   Otatoskewak ota kitaskinahk mamawentotan    Workers of all lands, unite!
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the new Tory majority.
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Many of the estimated 20 million
migrant workers in the Middle

East and North Africa face
abuse and inhumane working
conditions, and often have no

way home during times of crisis.

Postal Workers hit by
Harper's back-to-work
hammer

Immediately after his election in 2006, Prime
Minister Stephen Harper stepped up spying on First
Nations activists across Canada. The operation has
focused on hotspot” communities such as Caledonia,
Ontario (Douglas Creek Estates occupation);
Belleville, Ontario (Montreal/Toronto rail blockade
in sympathy to Caledonia); Brantford, Ontario
(Grand River Conservation Authority Lands);
Desoronto, Ontario (Occupation of Quarry); Grassy
Narrows (blockade of the TransCanada highway by
environmentalists); and Maniwaki, Quebec
(blockade of Route 117). The Tory espionage targets
also include cross-country events such as the
National Day of Aboriginal Action (seen at left in
Vancouver, June 2008).

Conservative spy
operation exposed

- Report on page 3 -

See photos
and reports
on page 6
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Here's my contribution
to the PV Fund Drive!

Enclosed please find my donation of $_____
to the 2011 People's Voice Press Fund Drive.

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

City/town  ______________________________

Prov. ________  Postal Code _______________

Send your contribution to:
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

Davenport Club’s Annual

People’s Voice BBQ

Saturday, July 9, 2-5 pm
58 Albany Avenue, Toronto

(first street east of Bathurst, north of Bloor)

Rain or Shine!
$20 per person,
$10 low waged, students
Children under 12 free

To help us prepare better,
please let us know if you will
be coming, 416-536-6771

Niagara News Bulletin
People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* Wait staff at tourist restaurants in Niagara Falls were about to
strike when management wanted not just a wage freeze but also to
keep dipping into their tips, something the workers agreed to
previously in exchange for two-tiered raises to still below minimum
wage. The Workers United members voted 100% to  strike and
bargaining was broken off after two weeks, but then negotiators
backed down after just one day of arbitration.

* Instead of asking for more money from the province for upgrading
the long-term care facility at Welland hospital, the Niagara Health
System is asking for money to lay off workers so it can sell the license
to a for-profit corporation. While the money needed to upgrade the
facility will come from private business, the public will pay more in the
long run for less care, since the facility will now be run for profit.

* After a long campaign by activists and local elected officials, the
Ontario Health minister finally agreed to an independent review of the
Niagara Health System’s (NHS) closure of local emergency rooms
in favour of a P3 (public-private partnership) hospital over 30 minutes
away by highway. Earlier, a teenager in a car accident died by the time
she was able to get to the emergency room. Niagara’s paramedic
service says rather than saving money, the increased ambulance
costs alone are over $3 million per year. The review will use criteria
developed in part by the Local Health Integration Network, which
includes the NHS in the first place.

* 40 mayors from the Great Lakes and St Lawrence River, led by a
Niagara mayor, are asking Stephen Harper to boost funding to clean
up shorelines water from industrial and agricultural waste. Canada
is behind the United States in environmental spending to protect one
of the biggest fresh water supplies in the world.

* Welfare recipients were up 41% since May in Niagara according
to Statistics Canada. A local charity official told reporters that
“there’s no cushion anymore, people have used up their reserves”
and that caseloads increased over 20%. Including seniors and the
working poor, the poverty rate here is now over 15%. ●

Postal workers across the country were delighted to get copies of
the June 16-30 People's Voice, which featured front-page support
for their struggle for the right to negotiate a fair new collective
agreement. (PV photo from the Toronto picket line: Ed Bil)

Like other small business
operations, People’s Voice has
been affected by Canada Post’s
unilateral decisions, first to cut
back deliveries, and then by the
lockout of CUPW members, which
completely halted the mail. As the
union says, the federal government
has a legal duty to provide mail
service to the people of Canada, an

obligation which Canada Post and
the Harper Tories arbitrarily
decided to ignore.

During the lockout, People’s
Voice readers have been acting in
solidarity with the sisters and
brothers who deliver each paper to
our subscribers. We have been
out at the picket lines and rallies
with other friends of the labour

movement, and we have done our
best to build public support for
postal workers, who face relentless
slanders in the corporate media.
We will continue to stand with
CUPW in the struggle against the
Tory back-to-work legislation,
which imposes major pay and
benefit cuts on these hard-working
trade union members.

As we noted in our previous
issue, the lockout has interrupted
deliveries of PV; some readers
received our June 16-30 issue,
others have not. The situation has
also affected our annual Fund
Drive. Before the lockout, we had
reached the 60% level in our
campaign for $50,000, but we are
unable to provide updated figures
in this issue. Some readers have
brought donations to our offices,
but a detailed report on the Fund
Drive will have to wait for next time.

Toronto-area readers are looking
forward to the Davenport Club’s
annual People’s Voice BBQ, on Sat.,
July 9, from 2 to 5 pm, rain or shine.
Tickets are just $20/person, or $10
for low-waged and students.
Children under 12 eat for free! The
BBQ is at 58 Albany Ave. (east of
Bathurst, north of Bloor). To help
prepare the feast, call the organizers
in advance at 416-536-6771.

The annual Walk-A-Thon held
by our Lower Fraser Club
supporters will be on Sunday,
August 14, in Surrey’s Bear Creek
Park. Gather as usual at 11 am in the
picnic area beside the 140 Street
parking lot, off 88 Ave. Lunch
begins at noon, followed at 1 pm by
speakers and performers. Rides
from Vancouver are available - call
our office at 604-255-2041 for
details. Please mark this event on
your summer calendar!

Once again this year, we offer a
gift in appreciation of your solidarity.
For each donation of $100,
contributors  have their choice of a
PV 2011 Calendar, a framed portrait
of a revolutionary fighter, or a
copy of “Great October,” a short
DVD dedicated to the Great October
Socialist Revolution of 1917. ●

PV Fund Drive: SOLIDARITY WITH CUPW!

PV Ontario Bureau

Delegates to a special Ontario
convention met June 18 in Toronto
to lay out the Communist Party’s
platform and message for the
October 6 provincial election.
Delegates also condemned back
to work legislation for postal
workers and Air Canada workers
as “a frontal attack on free
collective bargaining” by Ottawa’s
new Tory majority government.

The attack on free collective
bargaining and on workers rights
and living standards began with
the attack on Canadian
autoworkers in 2008-09, on
municipal workers in Windsor and
Toronto, and miners and smelter
workers in Hamilton in 2009-10,
and on workers in basic steel in
2007, up to today’s lock-out in
Hamilton.

“This fight for labour rights and
standards is also the fight for public
services, for a Canadian industrial
and manufacturing base, and for
good jobs, wages and benefits for
all”, said CPC (Ontario) leader Liz
Rowley.

The Party will start its campaign

in early August to block the Tories
from forming the next government
“because they are by far the greatest
threat to democracy, to labour and
to working people in this province,”
said Rowley.

“The ferocity of the Tory-led
assault on workers’ jobs, pensions
and living standards and on free
collective bargaining and the right
to strike at the federal level,
combined with the ferocity of Tim
Hudak’s platform for Ontario, make
the Tories the greatest danger in
this election, though they aren’t
the only threat.

“The McGuinty Liberals, were
elected in 2003 to reverse the years
of Tory devastation under Mike
Harris, are a failure. Instead the
Liberals have carried out the same
policies in health care and
education, and have done nothing
to reverse the cuts which reduced
the purchasing power of a welfare
cheque to 50% of what it was in
1995. So much for the Liberals’ war
on poverty! More like the
continuing war on the poor by the
parties of Big Business and the rich.

“Working people are extremely
angry at the Liberals, and rightfully

so. They also remember who was
in charge in 2008 when collective
agreements were stripped and
autoworkers lost half their
pensions. And they remember who
brought in the HST - colluding
with the federal Tories - to deliver
a whopping $9 billion in total
corporate tax cuts last year,”
Rowley said.

The NDP under Andrea
Horwath has a very mixed record,
supporting back to work
legislation for some workers and
opposing it with others. For
Toronto transit workers, they
supported back to work legislation
and then opposed essential
services designation. Horwath
has led the fight against the HST,
but has said the NDP will not
repeal the HST legislation.

Hoping for a provincial “orange
crush”, the NDP is still at the bottom
of the polls, and has not yet
revealed its election platform. The
NDP’s reluctance to take a firm
stand on the side of labour makes
it an unpredictable and weak
partner for labour at a time when
strength, dependability and
durability are key assets. How the

NDP defines the main target in the
election will determine a lot.

“The Communist Party will
campaign to block the Tories and
defeat the right, and will advise
working people - surrounded by
circling sharks - that the best
outcome in this election would be
a minority government reliant on
a strong progressive bloc in the
Legislature and subject to mass
public pressure from a people’s
coalition of forces outside the
Legislature. Electing Communists
would fundamentally change
politics for the better and
qualitatively strengthen the fight
for democratic and progressive
change in this province,” Rowley
said.

The CPC (Ontario) is the only
party fighting to repeal the
Harmonized Sales Tax and replace
it by doubling the corporate
income tax rate, cancelling
corporate tax cuts, restoring the
capital tax, collecting deferred
corporate taxes, and introducing
wealth and inheritance taxes on

estates over $750,000.
The Communist Party is

fighting for full employment
policies to put Ontario back to
work; plant closure legislation and
a plan to protect and expand
secondary industry and
manufacturing; nationalization
and regulation of Ontario’s natural
and energy resources; investment
in solar, wind and thermal energy;
and closing down nuclear and
coal fired operations.

On social issues, the CPC
(Ontario) is campaigning for social
housing, real rent controls, public
child care at a cost of $7 per child,
per day, a guaranteed annual
income above the poverty line,
substantially increased funding for
health, education, and social
programs, and immediate action to
raise living standards and quality
of life of Aboriginal Peoples.

The complete Communist
program, and the list of candidates
will appear on the CPC (Ontario)
website in July. See the next issue
of People’s Voice for full details. ●

Ontario Communist s gear up for October election
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PV Vancouver Bureau

The Harper government is
preparing to use its new majority
to gut the Canadian Wheat Board,
warns the National Farmers
Union (NFU).

Agriculture Minister Gerry
Ritz recently warned that the
government intends to remove
the CWB’s single desk
authority to sell wheat and
barley through legislation. He
also stated that the CWB would
continue to be an “option” for
farmers after the changes, and
that farmers would be better off
without the single desk.

“Ritz is not being honest with
farmers. The fact is farmers won’t
be better off without the single
desk, because the CWB won’t
survive without it,” says NFU
President Terry Boehm. “This
idea of a dual market is a myth.
It’s the CWB with its single desk,
or no CWB at all.”

The NFU points to Australia,
where the government removed
the single desk of the Australian
Wheat Board (AWB) in 2008.
Today the AWB no longer
exists. It was broken up, with
parts sold off to Agrium and
Cargill, two of the world’s biggest
transnational grain monopolies.
This happened despite the fact
that the AWB possessed
considerable assets, in contrast
to the CWB which has not been
allowed to possess assets such

Tories prep are to destroy
Canadian Wheat Board

PV Vancouver Bureau

An in-depth report by Russell
Diabo and Shiri Pasternak,
published recently by The Media
Co-op, reveals internal
government documents showing
that immediately after his election
in 2006, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper stepped up spying on First
Nations activists across Canada.
The surveillance is largely focused
on grassroots indigenous groups
and campaigns, but the news has
also sparked anger from other First
Nation bodies.

Documents obtained by
Access to Information requests
shows that the Department of
Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada (INAC) was given the lead
role to spy on First Nations leaders,
participants and outside
supporters of occupations and
protests.

INAC established a “Hot Spot
Reporting System,” which puts
together weekly reports
highlighting movements engaged
in direct action to protect their
lands and communities.

As the Media Co-op authors
note, “What we see in these
documents - from the hot spot
reports themselves, to the
intelligence-sharing between
government and security forces -
is a closely monitored population
of First Nations, who clearly are
causing a panic at the highest levels
of Canadian bureaucracy and
political office.”

INAC focused on conflicts of
“growing concern” due to “unrest”
and increasing “militancy”. In a
briefing to the RCMP, INAC
identified “hotspot” communities
such as Caledonia, Ontario
(Douglas Creek Estates
occupation); Belleville, Ontario
(Montreal/Toronto Rail Blockade
in sympathy to Caledonia);
Brantford, Ontario (Grand River
Conservation Authority Lands);
Desoronto, Ontario (Occupation
of Quarry); Grassy Narrows
(Blockade of the TransCanada
highway by environmentalists);
and Maniwaki, Quebec (Blockade
of Route 117).

But the weekly reports cover all
actions taking place from
Vancouver Island to the east coast,
naming dozens of communities as
sources of potential unrest
organized by “Aboriginal
extremists.”

Such protests, according to
INAC, “are arguably harder to
manage as they exist outside
negotiation processes to resolve
recognized grievances with duly
elected leaders. We seek to avoid
giving standing to such splinter
groups so as not to debase the
legally recognized government.”

This fear of aboriginals who
function “outside negotiation
processes” is as old as the Canada

Feds escalate First Nations surveillance
itself. The colonization of the
prairies is largely a story of the
emerging Canadian state’s strategy
of compelling tribes to sign unfair
treaties (invariably broken to a
greater or lesser degree), while
crushing resistance movements
which rejected this process.

At the heart of the new
revelations is the reality that to this
day, the Canadian state seeks to
channel all relations with
Aboriginal peoples through forms
which reject inherent indigenous
sovereignty and self-
determination. In fact, aboriginal
movements and forces based on
such concepts are regarded by
definition as outside the bounds
of legality.

From this perspective, the role
of INAC is clear. Rather than
functioning as a regular
government ministry or an
“institution of reconciliation and
negotiation,” INAC is closely
integrated with the state security
forces, especially the RCMP, with
the mandate of controlling
“unrest”.

The Media Co-op article reports
that the Harper government
established a “Standing
Information Sharing Forum,”
chaired by the RCMP. This
“Forum” includes the Canadian
Security Intelligence Service
(CSIS), the Department of
Fisheries, Natural Resources
Canada, and Transportation
Canada, holding weekly
conference calls.“Harper is
moving towards a security
paradigm familiar since the War on
Terror was launched in 2001,” say
the authors. “The inclusion of
Transportation Canada at the
Information Sharing Forum should
also alert us to the commercial threat
of blockades to the free trade
agenda. Aboriginal people who
are defending their lands are now
treated on a spectrum from criminals
to terrorists.”

The authors report that the
government seems “particularly
worried about the Haudenosaunee/
Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy”
and “Warrior Societies” with an
“illicit agenda,” such as tobacco
smuggling without paying federal
taxes.

The Haudenosaunee/Six
Nations are also seen as a threat
because of the land reclamation at
Caledonia, which “continues to
serve as a beacon on land claims
and Aboriginal rights issues
across Canada,” according to the
documents. For this reason, the
authors say, “hard-nosed,
experienced negotiators (have)
presented unmovable positions
from the Harper government, which
is likely why there hasn’t been any
negotiated resolution of the
situation at Kanenhstaton/
Caledonia to this date.”

The 2007 National Day Of Action

launched by the Assembly of First
Nations was another source of
government concerns. The
documents point to “the often
disparate and fractured nature of
these events,” which can damage
the public’s perception of the
police. The documents imply a fear
that a violent response by police to
First Nations actions could result
in solidarity actions across the
country, such as railway blockades
outside the control of the AFN.

The authors find that “most

threatening of all to security and
government forces is coordinated
First Nations action... Their fear is
palpable where they follow the
trajectory of the Day of Action ...
first proposed by Chief Terrance
Nelson at the Assembly of First
Nations’ general assembly, where
the motion carried.”

Noting the historic government
tactic of “dividing First Nations
into the ̀ progressive’ Indian Bands
and the backward or `traditional’
Indian Bands,” the authors

conclude that “what the INAC and
RCMP briefings show is that there
needs to be unity on the ground
with coordinated political actions
between First Nations Peoples in
order to protect, defend and advance
First Nation pre-existing sov-
ereignty, and First Nation Abo-
riginal and Treaty rights to lands
and resources. Divide and conquer
tactics can only be met with new
strategies of alliance-building, and
by bringing the leadership back
down to the land.” ●

as grain handling facilities.
“The Harper government

continues to argue that farmers will
be better off without the CWB.
However, they have never produced
any financial analysis to demonstrate
this,” points out Boehm. “The only
academic studies on this have
always proven that the CWB brings
substantial benefits to farmers
through the power of its single desk
selling advantage. The fact is, the
CWB brings $1.5 billion into farmers
pockets every year, money they
would not have otherwise.”

“The advantage of the single
desk to farmers is no surprise
either,” concludes the NFU
president. “Patents work the same
way for big corporations. Patents
give corporations exclusive selling
rights on their products. Why do
you think corporations defend
their patents so vigorously? It’s
the same with OPEC in the oil sector
and it’s the same with Canpotex in
the Potash sector, a point the Brad
Wall government was quick to make
in Saskatchewan last fall.”

During the recent federal
election, Ritz said that it was up to
farmers to decide the future of the
Wheat Board. Soon after, Ritz
reversed himself, stating that
changes to the CWB single desk
authority would be legislated.

“Clearly the Conservative
government cannot be trusted.
They say one thing during the
election campaign, and do the
opposite when the election is

over,” according to NFU Region
3 Coordinator Joe Dama.

Since its formation, the Wheat
Board has been governed by a 15-
member board of directors, ten of
whom are elected by Prairie
farmers, with another five
appointed by Ottawa. Since
taking office in 2006, the
Conservatives have tried a wide
range of tactics to eliminate the
CWB or remove its single-desk
authority. But CWB elections
have consistently resulted in a
majority of single-desk
supporters, despite government
tricks such as removing voting
rights for many farmers.

“The Conservative government
needs to respect the director
elections, the process through
which farmers decide the future of
the CWB. The Conservatives are
showing contempt towards the
farmers who have expressed their
views on the board through the
director elections, and whose
livelihoods are at stake. This is
totally unacceptable,” says Dama,
warning that the supply
management system is the next
Tory target.

“They have said publicly that
they are not going to touch
supply management,” adds
Dama. “But, privately they are in
negotiations where getting rid of
supply management is on the
table, both at the World Trade
Organization and with the
European Union.” ●

National Day of Aboriginal Action at the Vancouver Art Gallery in 2008: the Harper Tories are
extremely fearful of such coordinated protest activities. PV photo: K. Cariou
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SPEAKING
FRANKLY

By Kevin Neish, Victoria, BC

“For heavens sake, why are you
going back on another flotilla to
Gaza!!”

I’ve heard this comment/
question repeatedly since I
returned from an Israeli prison after
the attack on my ship, the Mavi
Marmara, last May.

In a nutshell, I’m returning
because the illegal blockade of Gaza
is still in place. The job is not done.
I gotta go back or I couldn’t live
with myself.

And it’s all my mom and dad’s
fault. As a little kid, I remember my
Marxist mother and father
repeatedly standing up for just
causes. They would stand, almost
alone in the 60’s, for Cuba, the
USSR, unions and peace, and
against the Vietnam war, nuclear
bombs, apartheid South Africa,
fascist Spain and book burning
McCarthyites here in Victoria.

They risked financial loss,
political and social banishment and
physical assaults. And in the end,
they usually, eventually, were
proven right. While I was on the
Mavi that night last May I thought
about them a lot, while watching
fellow aid workers be shot, bleed
and die all around me, having Israeli

guns put to my head, watching
others get beaten and everyone
being deprived of human dignity
and basic rights for three days.

I don’t remember being scared,
I remember being outraged, all the
more so when I returned to Canada,
to hear Israeli-scripted questions
from the mainstream media. It was
a horrific three days, even though
I expected that my Canadian
passport and white skin would
likely get me home safe. All I could
think about, was that the
Palestinians have gone through all
this, and much much worse, for
years and years on end.

Once you know something,
“taken the red pill”, you can’t go
back, you can’t “take the blue pill”
and ignore what you’ve seen and
walk away, at least I can’t.
Sometimes, I feel that I’d give
anything to take a blue pill and
move into blissful ignorance, just
for a while, but this isn’t a movie, it
can’t and shouldn’t happen.
In a high school political science
class, which I not surprisingly
failed, I remember a quote from a
Nuremburg WWII war crimes
judge. He said that when citizens
are faced with an immoral law, they
have not only the right, but an
obligation, to disobey that law. So

"The Antidote for Despair is
Action": Gaza Boat delegate

when Rosa Parks refused to obey
the law and not move to the back of
the bus, or when Gandhi milled his
illegal salt, or when Greenpeace
illegally sailed into atomic bomb
test zones, they broke the State’s
laws, but they were all morally right
and history absolved them all.

The flotilla against the blockade
of Gaza, has been deemed illegal by
Mr. Harper and we are being sued
by Canadian Zionists to try to
bankrupt and stop us, but we are
doing the right thing. Someone
has to do something to make it end,
and 40 or so Canadians aboard the
Tahrir will try to do the right thing,
with a ship full of medicines,
witnesses and hope, regardless of
Mr. Harper and his Zionist
supporters.

Hopefully some Canadians feel
the same way and will support us
and be apart of our effort. Contact
your MP and the media and tell
them how you feel. Demand justice.
Do the right thing.

If you want to keep track of the
Canadian Boat to Gaza or make a
donation, check out www.tahrir.ca.
If anyone wants to keep track of
me, take a peek at
www.kevinneish.ca. For infor-
mation  on the Freedom Flotilla 2 in
general, see www.freegaza.org.

Watch for us sailing to Gaza
around the 24th of June. ●

At a June 10 news conference by the Vancouver harbour, four
B.C. delegates in the Freedom Flotilla 2 spoke about their
upcoming voyage. From left, Jase Tanner, Kevin Neish (speaking
at the microphone), Irene MacInnes, and Karen Devito. (PV photo:
K. Cariou)

Storm warnings on horizon
We’ve said this before, but it’s worth repeating: any idea that the

global economic crisis which broke out in 2008 has been resolved is
a fantasy. The return of corporate profits to the record levels of 2007-
2008, and the overstated decline in unemployment rates, are indicators
which have been misread by those who claim that capitalism has
been restored to full health. A more accurate view is that the system
is entering a fifth year of the crisis, which began with the severe
contraction in U.S. housing markets in mid-2007.

Fears of new turmoil are reflected in the Dow and the TSX, which
have declined by 8-10% from peak levels. Some 15% of U.S. workers
remain unemployed or under-employed, counting those who have
given up looking for work. The real jobless rate is similar in Canada.
U.S. housing prices are falling, and consumer debt levels in the U.S.
and Canada are hitting new records. Wages are stagnant, and
pensions and other benefits are under sharp attack by employers and
right-wing governments. Add to this the raging debt crisis in Europe,
and it is clear that serious storms lie ahead.

The capitalist “solution” is to continue impoverishing workers,
which will only make the next economic decline even steeper.
Instead, urgent and radical measures are needed to improve the
living standards of working people, by reversing the shift of wealth
towards the rich. A real “People’s Alternative” must include a
combination of expanded public ownership of key industries, higher
taxes on the corporations and the rich, drastic cuts in wasteful
military spending, and restoration of social programs. Only a united,
mass struggle led by the labour movement and its allies can block the
Harper agenda and achieve these policies. The time to begin is today.

Layton flunks first test
Many Canadians had hoped that the New Democratic Party’s

status as Official Opposition might blunt the far-right agenda of the
Harper Tory majority. This was particularly the case around war and
militarism, since the majority of the new 103-member NDP caucus are
from Quebec, where national sentiments are strongly anti-war.
Overall, sixty percent of Canadians cast their ballots for the NDP,
Liberals, Bloc Québecois and Greens, parties which in varying
degrees questioned the increasingly aggressive Tory foreign policy.

Unfortunately, Jack Layton has flunked his first major foreign
policy test - the June 14 parliamentary debate around Libya. In a nod
to anti-war sentiments among Canadians, the NDP moved
amendments to the government resolution to extend the war, calling
for increased foreign aid to Libya, and prevention of war rapes
allegedly committed by the Gadaffi forces. PM Harper happily seized
on these amendments to win a 294-1 vote. Layton’s feeble argument
that the NDP will only support one extension amounts to an offer to
back future “regime change” wars on a six-month basis. Similarly, his
opposition to ground troops in Libya will simply be ignored if NATO
intervenes directly to capture and kill the Libyan leader.

The NDP made a serious error by backing this war. Allowing the
U.S. and its allies to carry out the so-called “responsibility to protect”
doctrine gives carte blanche to the western imperialist powers to
attack other countries at will. The NDP cannot pretend to be an anti-
war party while voting in favour of war. Jack Layton is looking less
like some former leaders of his party, and more like Tony Blair. This
is a betrayal of Canadians who want the NDP to oppose Harper’s
dangerous foreign policy.

Fortunately, Green Party leader Elizabeth May refused to give “a
blank cheque to a mission that doesn’t have an exit strategy.” She
voted “No”, braving enormous pressure to join the chorus of
unanimous support for the war. Congratulations to May for voicing
the concerns of millions of Canadians.
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By Clarence Torcoran

Here’s a question to ask the
people you work with: are you
exploited at this job?

Probably the answers will vary,
depending on pay and benefit
levels, working conditions,
whether the workplace is
unionised, even the attitudes of
the boss and management.

Since we live in a capitalist
society, the popular understanding
of “exploitation” is based largely
on interpretation of these factors.
If workers receive well below the
average pay in a particular
occupation or economic sector, if
working conditions are abysmal, if
the job is non-union and the boss
is a slave-driver, people are more
likely to say “yes”, these workers
are being exploited. On the flip
side, if the pay is “decent”, if
conditions are bearable and the
employer treats workers like human
beings, the answer is often “no”,
they aren’t being exploited.

This is no idle philosophical
debate. Deciding whether or not
particular groups of workers are
exploited can have a direct impact
on public perception of the need to
raise the minimum wage, strengthen
labour standards protections, or
allow greater ability to conduct
union organizing campaigns.

The “exploitation” question has
many practical implications. For

example, the debate around
prostitution and the sex trade
industry is, on one level, a
discussion about whether certain
occupations are by their very
nature “exploitive” while others
are not. Debates about foreign
investments - made by
corporations taking over Canadian
assets, or by Canadian-based
monopolies expanding in other
countries - often raise issues about
whether such companies are
exploiting their workforces.

The question of exploitation
reflects our basic understanding of
the nature of society and social
change. Do some workers suffer
from exploitation, but not others? If
so, we could begin to eliminate
exploitation by legislating
better labour standards,
increasing wages, and
compelling employers to treat
their workers in a humane
fashion. The adoption of such
measures would show that
capitalism itself is not
necessarily an exploiting
system. There would be no
pressing need to replace
capitalism with another
system based on social
ownership and working class
political power.

But is this the reality? Are
some fortunate workers free
from the curse of
exploitation?

A Marxist analysis of modern
capitalist society shows that this
is not the case. Yes, some workers
are better-paid than most, working
in clean and safe conditions, with
pleasant supervisors and free lattes
in the lunchroom. But even these
workers are exploited.

This is not because the bosses
are all “immoral” or evil people
(although many are!). Their
personal motivations have nothing
to do with the basic functioning of
the “private ownership” system.
Under capitalism, employees are
hired for one simple reason.
Through their labour - physical or
mental - they create “surplus
value” - profits which are
appropriated by the owners.

This is not always easy to see at
the workplace, especially during
periods of economic crisis. While
some companies go bankrupt,
others survive and flourish. Seeking
to expand their overall profits, and
the rate of profit at particular
businesses, the owning class shift
capital and investments, squeeze
suppliers and employees for every
nickel, and engage in cutthroat
battles with competitors. While
these titanic business clashes
continue, the overwhelming
proportion of the population who
must sell their labour to survive are
all being... yes, exploited.

In fact, sometimes the better-
paid workers are more exploited
than their poorer sisters and
brothers. How can this be? Because
these workers are often employed
in industries and sectors with a

huge investment in other forms of
capital - machinery, for example.
Workers in the petrochemical
industry tend to be among the
highest paid in Canada, but their
labour generates enormous profits.
Measured by the ratio of the
“surplus value” they create, to the
wages they are paid, these workers
may have a higher “rate of
exploitation” than low-paid
workers in tiny sweatshops or in a
mine in Central America.

The point is that exploitation is
the “glue” which holds capitalism
together, the process which
underlies our entire society.
Despite any illusions, no section
of workers is “free”.

Every struggle to increase wages
or improve working conditions is a
fight to shift the balance against the
exploiters, to claw back some of the
wealth created by workers. As such,

these struggles are critical to the
immediate survival of working
people and our families. But our
true destiny as the working class
lies in a greater vision, the aim of
a society in which exploitation
has been eliminated. This can
only be achieved by ending
capitalist economic relations, and
creating a new system in which
workers own the “means of
production.” Far from being
“outdated”, this dream is more
necessary than ever for the
survival of our planet. ●

Pride 2011 statement from
the Communist Party of
Canada and the Young
Communist League

This summer, as the LGBTQ
communities and their allies across
Canada hold Pride events, there is
much to celebrate, but also serious
challenges. The Communist Party
of Canada and the Young
Communist League send warmest
greetings, and pledge our solidarity
to the ongoing struggles for full
equality.

These struggles gained more
new ground in the past year, in
Canada and many other countries.
The powerful movement for full
gender and sexual equality
continues to break down old
barriers and prejudices. The right
to same-sex marriage equality is
being recognized in more U.S.
states and in other countries. The
“It Gets Better” campaign has
given some hope to millions of
queer and questioning youth who
face abuse and hatred. Toronto
City Council has rejected attempts
by homophobic mayor Rob Ford
to deny funding to Pride Toronto.

We welcome the continued
expansion of queer-positive
environments in the public realm,
the growing numbers of trade unions
with active Pride and LGBTQ
caucuses, and the increase of gay-
straight alliances, safe school spaces
and “Pride proms” in our schools.
These and other legal, political and
cultural victories are the hard-won
results of decades of efforts by the
LGBTQ community and allies.

But this progress is under attack.
Those who rely on the divisive
tactics of fear and bigotry have a
powerful new ally - the
Conservative majority elected on

May 2. Other far-right forces seek
to gain power with the aid of
reactionary, fundamentalist
groups, such as the Hudak Tories
in Ontario. The manufactured
outcry against the Burnaby School
District’s new anti-homophobia
policy, and the Toronto Catholic
School Board’s banning of a
lesbian comedian from an anti-
bullying event, are reminders that
anti-equality groups will keep
trying to turn back the clock.

Alarmingly, police-reported hate
crimes motivated by sexual
orientation rose by 18% in 2009
according to Statistics Canada, after
more than doubling from 2007 to
2008. Hate crimes motivated by sexual
orientation are often violent,
confirming news of more gay-
bashings in recent years. Despite
the “It Gets Better” campaign, most
LGBTQ students still report feeling
unsafe at school, and prosecutors
are often unwilling to prosecute
vicious gay-bashings as hate crimes.

Bill C-389, the historic legislation
to amend the Canadian Human
Rights Act by making it illegal to
discriminate on the basis of gender
equality or gender expression, was
adopted by the last House of
Commons, only to die with the
dissolution of Parliament before a
vote in the Senate. The struggle for
legal equality for transgender
Canadians will now be much more
difficult and complex.

We are confident in eventual
victory for trans equality, but the
cost of delaying for years will be
tragic. To those who dismiss the
significance of this issue, we point
out that trans people are about
one-tenth of the LGBTQ
population, and face huge medical
costs, higher levels of
unemployment, less access to

housing, widespread intimidation
at work, and lack of legal
protections.

The demand for trans equality
must be intensified by the LGBTQ
communities and our allies in the
coming period. But the Harper
Tories hope to use their new
majority to reverse queer rights as
well as decades of gender equality
gains by women. Right-wing forces
continue to scapegoat the LGBTQ
community and racialised groups,
to divide working class resistance
against finance capital, corporate
bailouts and global environmental
plunder.

Globally, the struggle to end the
criminalization of sexual
orientation, gender identity and
gender expression faces stubborn
resistance. Violent expressions of
homophobia are on the rise in many
countries, sometimes in response
to courageous attempts to hold
public events such as Pride
Parades. Working class queer
people suffer vicious
discrimination, along with women
and racialized communities who
bear the brunt of neoliberal
economic and social policies.

ILGA, the association of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, trans, intersexed
peoples, reports that 76 United
Nations member states still
criminalize consensual same-sex
acts among adults. In five countries,
punishment for homosexuality still
includes the death penalty.

But the ILGA also notes that
“from the adoption of marriage laws
in Argentina and Iceland, and the
decision of the Brazilian Supreme
Court recognizing rights of same-
sex civil unions, to the issuing of a
Statement signed by 85 countries
at the UN Human Rights Council
condemning persecution on the

basis of sexual orientation or gender
identity, a lot of progress has been
made the last year on recognition
of LGBTI rights in the world.”

The myth that queer rights can
only be won in wealthy capitalist
countries is shattered by these
advances, and by the reality that
homophobic and racist concepts
are exported from North America
and Europe.

Today the so-called “war on
terror” is an excuse to remove civil
liberties, and the ruling class is using
the economic crisis to conduct a
vicious assault on workers and hard-
won social equality gains. We must
always remember that “an injury to
one is an injury to all.” Just like
racism, sexism, and national
chauvinism, homophobia and
transphobia are weapons to divide
working people. Equality and human
rights must be expanded to include
full legal and political protections
for sexual orientation and
expression, and gender identity.

This demand is not “divisive.”
It is a vital part of the fightback by
people’s movements. A broad
democratic and social resistance is

needed to block and reverse the
corporate agenda. Together, we
must build a powerful coalition
around a genuine people’s
alternative - a common front of
labour, Aboriginal peoples, youth
and students, women, seniors,
farmers, immigrant and racialized
communities, environmentalists,
peace activists, the LGBTQ
community, and many other allies.

Ultimately, this struggle in our
communities and workplaces, in
the streets and at the ballot box,
can defeat the Harper Tories and
open the door to a people’s
coalition government. The goal of
the Communist Party is to win fuller
social freedom and genuine
people’s power in a socialist
Canada, where our economy will
be owned by all and democratically
controlled. It will then become
possible to eradicate the inter-
secting forms of exploitation and
oppression which we all face today.
We urge you to join us in this goal
of creating a liberated society in
which, as Karl Marx said, “the
freedom of each is the condition
for the freedom of all.” ●

Marxist Theory Who’s exploited, and does it matter?

No going back: defeat Harper’s bigots!No going back: defeat Harper’s bigots!No going back: defeat Harper’s bigots!No going back: defeat Harper’s bigots!No going back: defeat Harper’s bigots!

Participants in Pride Parade 2010 in Vancouver. (PV file photo)
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June 20, 2011, CUPW
Negotiations Bulletin 72

Contrary to the CPC media spin
there was no scheduled meetings
between the parties this weekend. It
is obvious that CPC management is
waiting for the back-to-work
legislation that they wanted so badly.

From the very beginning of
negotiations, CPC set the stage by
demanding drastic rollbacks. From
current employees they wanted to
end the WCB top-up for injured
workers, replace employer-paid
retiree benefits with a health care
spending account, abolish the
seventh week of annual leave and
eliminate sick leave and impose a
short-term disability plan. For new
hires they wanted weaker job
security, fewer benefits, a worse

“We will never give up the
struggle” - Denis Lemelin

pension and a much lower starting
pay rate. During the negotiations
they dropped some of their
rollbacks, but they never addressed
any of the union’s demands
concerning staffing, health and
safety and working conditions.
Throughout the process they made
offers on issues such as staffing,
bar charts and householders only
to withdraw them. Their final offer
still contains many rollbacks and
no significant improvements.

In order to set the stage for
back-to-work legislation
management engaged in a series of
media stunts. First they claimed
that our demands would cost $1.4
billion. They refused to explain or
justify this figure, but it got them
the headlines they wanted. To
portray themselves in a crisis they

invented the figure of a 17%
reduction in overall mail volumes
since 2006. They ignored the fact
that 2009 was a record year for
profits. To create the appearance
of an emergency they claimed that
our rotating strike had reduced
volumes by 50% and cost them $70
million. The same day they raised
the figure to $100 million. When
everything failed they locked us
out to give the government a
pretext to pass legislation.

Unlike CPC we never attacked
the postal system or stopped
providing service to the public.
Our one-day rotating strikes were
designed solely to pressure the
employer to negotiate. Before CPC
stopped all postal service and
locked us out, only 51% of the
population had experienced any

direct impact of our rotating strikes.
People were still using the postal
service in the knowledge their mail
would arrive, perhaps a day later
than usual. CPC’s action ended all
of this. They attacked the postal
service to pressure the government
to legislate: something the
Conservative government was
only too happy to do.

In locals across the country
postal workers are participating in
rallies and meeting with politicians
to try and stop this unnecessary,
unjust, and counter-productive

legislation. We demand the right
to negotiate and the right to strike.
We continue to receive
tremendous support from the
labour movement, the NDP, and
many community allies, including
students, women’s groups,
pensioners and anti-poverty
organizations. Whatever happens
in the upcoming days we will never
give up the struggle for our rights.

The Struggle Continues.
In solidarity, Denis Lemelin,

National President and Chief
Negotiator. ●

Union flags flying at June 17 Vancouver solidarity rally

On the picket line in Toronto, June 14 (Photo: Ed Bil)

By Kimball Cariou

As widely expected, the Harper
government introduced legislation
on June 20 to order locked-out
CUPW members back to work on
terms highly favourable to the
management of Canada Post. As
People’s Voice went to press, the
NDP opposition in Parliament
pledged to oppose the legislation,
but it was unclear whether this
would mean more than rhetorical
resistance.

Ignoring the reality that Canada
Post has dragged its feet for

months, Labour Minister Lisa Raitt
claimed that the two sides have
had “ample time” to reach a
settlement. The legislation will
appoint an arbitrator to choose
between final offers from
management or the union, a choice
obviously stacked against CUPW.

CUPW says the back-to-work
bill penalizes postal workers and
rewards Canada Post for locking
out employees and stopping mail
delivery country-wide.

The legislation sets wage
increases well below the
company’s last offer of 1.9% in

2011, 2012 and 2013, and 2.0% in
2014. At the current 3.3% rate of
inflation, this which would have
cut the income of workers by a total
of 5.5% after four years. The Tory
bill includes raises of 1.75% in 2011,
1.5% in 2012, 2% in 2013 and 2% in
2014, leaving workers nearly 6%
behind after inflation.

“Imposing wage increases that
are lower than Canada Post’s last
offer punishes postal workers for a
disruption that was caused by the
corporation’s national lockout,”
said CUPW National President
Denis Lemelin. “The bill would take
$875.50 out of the pockets of an
average full-time postal worker
during the four years of the
agreement. All told, it represents a
theft of $35 million from postal
workers and their families.”

Lemelin said this heavy-handed
intervention will damage labour
relations for years to come. The
last time the federal government
imposed back to work legislation
in 1997, it included a provision that
ensured the mediator arbitrator
considered the importance of good
labour-management relations. The
current legislation contains no
such provision.

“The arbitrator who is assigned
to do the final offer selection will
not have to live with the results,”
said Lemelin. “An imposed
settlement will not help the post
office in the long term.”

The Canadian Foundation for

Back-to-work order: Harper T ories do Canada Post's dirty work

Responding to the back-to-work legislation, Communist
Party leader Miguel Figueroa said “This confirms what we said
leading into the dispute: instead of engaging in serious bargaining,
Canada Post has been counting on the Harper government to
help impose major contract rollbacks. Despite turning a profit
every year, the company has been demanding a huge pay cut for
new hires, attacks on the sick leave program, and many other
concessionary proposals.

“This attack is part of a broader strategy by the Harper
government to attack the overall wages, pensions and working
conditions of both public and private sector employees across
Canada. This corporate/government drive to boost profits by
slashing the wages and pensions of working people will be the
mantra of the Harper Tories for the next four years. It will take
a massive fightback campaign led by the labour movement and
its social justice partners to block this agenda. We urge the
Canadian Labour Congress, the CSN and all levels of the labour
movement to take emergency steps to begin building such
mobilizations immediately.”

Communist leader condemns legislation

Labour Rights (CFLR) has also
expressed alarm at the
government’s interference with the
free collective bargaining rights of
Canada Post employees, and Air
Canada workers.

“It looks like the Harper
government is treating the Supreme
Court of Canada’s decision in
Fraser, which appears to narrow
the Charter’s protection of
collective bargaining rights, as a
green light for back-to-work
legislation,” said Judy Fudge, law
professor at the University of
Victoria and CFLR Board Member.

The recent Fraser decision
denied agricultural workers the
same collective bargaining rights
afforded other workers in Ontario.
It did however affirm that
government interference with
existing collective bargaining rights
may be a violation of the freedom
of association guarantee in the
Charter.

“Armed with a majority, it looks
like the Harper government is
willing to use its political power to
interfere with the collective
bargaining process and order
workers back-to-work,” said
Fudge. “Short-term coercive fixes
do not create the conditions for
developing long-term solutions to
the challenges facing Canadian
workers and employers.”

“Back-to work legislation is a
blunt tool and the speed with which
the government is resorting to this

tool is unprecedented,” according
to Veena Verma, labour lawyer and
CFLR Board Member. “The Harper
government’s response to both
the Air Canada strike after a mere
16 hours - and in the Canada Post
case - sends a message that free
collective bargaining will not be
respected and government will
interfere to tip the scales on the
employer’s side.”

One immediate response to the
bill was a series of occupations by
postal workers and their community
allies, who took over several
Conservative MP’s offices on June
20. They demanded withdrawal of
the legislation, an end to the
lockout, and a return to collective
bargaining at Canada Post.

Speaking to The Tyee website,
Aaron Spires, a union member
involved in the occupation of
North Vancouver Tory MP
Andrew Saxton‘s office, a critical
issue is the Canada Post plan to
establish two-tier wages, with
newly hired workers earning about
four dollars an hour less than
current employees.

Similar occupations occurred at
the Edmonton constituency office
of Rona Ambrose and the
Winnipeg office of Shelly Glover.

“We are going to stay in this
office until the government
withdraws the lock out and the
back to work legislation,” said

see POSTAL, page 11
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By Michael Hudson,
Information Clearing
House

Soon after the Socialist Party
won Greece’s national elections in
autumn 2009, it became apparent
that the government’s finances
were in a shambles. In May 2010,
French President Nicolas Sarkozy
took the lead in rounding up 120
billion euros from European
governments to subsidise Greece’s
unprogressive tax system that had
led its government into debt - which
Wall Street banks had helped
conceal with Enron-style
accounting.

The tax system operated as a
siphon collecting revenue to pay
the German and French banks that
were buying government bonds
(at rising interest risk premiums).
The bankers are now moving to
make this role formal, an official
condition for rolling over Greek
bonds as they come due, and
extend maturities on the short-term
financial string that Greece is now
operating under. Existing
bondholders are to reap a windfall
if this plan succeeds. Moody’s
lowered Greece’s credit rating to
junk status on June 1, estimating a
50/50 likelihood of default. The
downgrade serves to tighten the
screws further on the Greek
government. Regardless of what
European officials do, Moody’s
noted, “The increased likelihood
that Greece’s supporters (the IMF,
ECB and the EU Commission,
known as the “Troika”) will, at
some point require the participation
of private creditors in a debt
restructuring as a precondition for
funding support.”

The conditionality for the new
“reformed” loan package is that
Greece must initiate a class war by
raising its taxes, lowering its social
spending - and even private-sector
pensions - and sell off public land,
tourist sites, islands, ports, water
and sewer facilities. This will raise
the cost of living and doing
business, eroding the nation’s
already limited export
competitiveness. The bankers
sanctimoniously depict this as a
“rescue” of Greek finances.

What really were rescued a year
ago, in May 2010, were the French
banks that held 31 billion euros of
Greek bonds, German banks with

23 billion euros, and other foreign
investors. The problem was how
to get the Greeks to go along. Newly
elected Prime Minister George
Papandreou’s Socialists seemed
able to deliver their constituency
along similar lines to what
neoliberal Social Democrat and
Labor parties throughout Europe
had followed - privatising basic
infrastructure and pledging future
revenue to pay the bankers.

The opportunity never had been
better for pulling the financial string
to grab property and tighten the
fiscal screws. Bankers for their part
were eager to make loans to finance
buyouts of public gambling,
telephones, ports and transport or
similar monopoly opportunities.
And for Greece’s own wealthier
classes, the EU loan package would
enable the country to remain within
the Eurozone long enough to permit
them to move their money out of
the country before the point arrived
at which Greece would be forced to
replace the euro with the drachma
and devalue it. Until such a switch
to a sinking currency occurred,
Greece was to follow Baltic and
Irish policy of “internal
devaluation,” that is, wage
deflation and government
spending cutbacks (except for
payments to the financial sector)
to lower employment and hence
wage levels.

What actually is devalued in
austerity programs or currency
depreciation is the price of labor.
That is the main domestic cost,
inasmuch as there is a common
world price for fuels and minerals,

consumer goods, food and even
credit. If wages cannot be reduced
by “internal devaluation”
(unemployment starting with the
public sector, leading to falling
wages), currency depreciation will
do the trick in the end. This is how
the Europe’s war of creditors
against debtor countries turns into
a class war. But to impose such
neoliberal reform, foreign pressure
is necessary to bypass domestic,
democratically elected Parliaments.
Not every country’s voters can be
expected to be as passive in acting
against their own interests as those
of Latvia and Ireland.

Most of the Greek population
recognises just what has been
happening as this scenario has
unfolded over the past year.
“Papandreou himself has admitted
we had no say in the economic
measures thrust upon us,” said
Manolis Glezos on the left. “They
were decided by the EU and IMF.
We are now under foreign
supervision and that raises
questions about our economic,
military and political
independence.”

On the right wing of the political
spectrum, conservative leader
Antonis Samaras said on May 27
as negotiations with the European
troika escalated: “We don’t agree
with a policy that kills the economy
and destroys society... There is
only one way out for Greece, the
renegotiation of the bailout deal.”

But the EU creditors upped the
ante: To refuse the deal, they
threatened, would result in a
withdrawal of funds causing a bank

collapse and economic anarchy.
The Greeks refused to surrender

quietly. Strikes spread from the
public-sector unions to become a
nationwide “I won’t pay”
movement as Greeks refused to
pay road tolls or other public access
charges. Police and other collectors
did not try to enforce collections.
The emerging populist consensus
prompted Luxembourg’s Prime
Minister Jean-Claude Juncker to
make a similar threat to that which
Britain’s Gordon Brown had made
to Iceland: If Greece would not
knuckle under to European finance
ministers, they would block IMF
release of its scheduled June
tranche of its loan package. This
would block the government from
paying foreign bankers and the
vulture funds that have been
buying up Greek debt at a
deepening discount.

To many Greeks, this is a threat
by finance ministers to shoot
themselves in the foot. If there is
no money to pay, foreign
bondholders will suffer - as long as
Greece puts its own economy first.
But that is a big “if.” Papandreou
emulated Iceland’s Social
Democratic Sigurdardottir in urging
a “consensus” to obey EU finance
ministers. At issue is whether
Greece, Ireland, Spain, Portugal
and the rest of Europe will roll back
democratic reform and move toward
financial oligarchy. The financial
objective is to bypass parliament
by demanding a “consensus” to
put foreign creditors first, above
the economy at large. Parliaments
are being asked to relinquish their

policy-making power. The very
definition of a “free market” has
now become centralised planning
- in the hands of central bankers.
This is the new road to serfdom
that financialised “free markets”
are leading to: markets free for
privatisers to charge monopoly
prices for basic services “free” of
price regulation and anti-trust
regulation, “free” of limits on credit
to protect debtors, and above all
free of interference from elected
parliaments. Prying natural
monopolies in transportation,
communications, lotteries and the
land itself away from the public
domain is called the alternative to
serfdom, not the road to debt
peonage and a financialised
neofeudalism that looms as the
new future reality. Such is the
upside-down economic
philosophy of our age.

Concentration of financial
power in non-democratic hands is
inherent in the way that Europe
centralised planning in financial
hands was achieved in the first
place. The European Central Bank
has no elected government behind
it that can levy taxes. The EU
constitution prevents the ECB from
bailing out governments. Indeed,
the IMF Articles of Agreement
also block it from giving domestic
fiscal support for budget deficits.

The moral is that when it comes
to bailing out bankers, rules are
ignored - in order to serve the
“higher justice” of saving banks
and their high-finance
counterparties from taking a loss.
This is quite a contrast compared
to IMF policy toward labour and
“taxpayers.” The class war is back
in business - with a vengeance,
and bankers are the winners this
time around.

...Greece and Ireland have
become the litmus test for whether
economies will be sacrificed in
attempts to pay debts that cannot
be paid. An interregnum is
threatened during which the road
to default and permanent austerity
will carve out more and more land
and public enterprises from the
public domain, divert more and
more consumer income to pay debt
service and taxes for governments
to pay bondholders, and more
business income to pay the
bankers.

If this is not war, what is? ●

GREECE: Replacing economicGREECE: Replacing economicGREECE: Replacing economicGREECE: Replacing economicGREECE: Replacing economic
democracy with financial oligarchydemocracy with financial oligarchydemocracy with financial oligarchydemocracy with financial oligarchydemocracy with financial oligarchy

Another huge general strike rocked Greece on June 15, with the communist-led All-Militant Workers
Front (PAME) playing a major role in mobilizing the protest against "austerity measures".

By Vinnie Molina, for The
Guardian, newspaper of
the Communist Party of
Australia

On my recent visit to Colombia
I visited Colombian trade
unionist Liliany Obando. She has
been held at the Buen Pastor
Women’s Prison in Bogota for
almost three years.

The visit is grueling; arriving
to line up for the visit at 7 am is
not early enough. It took four
hours of processing before I saw
Liliany through the window in
Yard 6. People I met in the queue

waiting to get a number told me
they sometimes spend the night
outside to get one of the first places.

Getting the number is just one
step, many check points follow.
You are searched by dogs and
questioned; if you bring food stuffs
it must be searched thoroughly.
You are weighed, pass through the
metal detector and take your shoes
off before passing to a small room
where you are searched again.
Finally you are asked who you are
visiting. Liliany is in the 6th yard
where political prisoners are held.
When they learn that a whole new
round of processing begins.

After a not so pleasant search,
ID or passport and two finger prints
are taken. The food is returned and
you are walked to another building
where another finger print is taken.
At each of these checks your arm
is stamped; you end up with an
armful.
There is still another metal detector
and search before getting to the
door of Yard 6. Again you are
asked to give your ID, name and
address. Finally the prisoner who
has been waiting since 8 am gets to
see their visitor.

Liliany was charged with one
count of rebellion and one count of
fundraising for a terrorist
organisation. Rebellion is a “catch
all” charge aimed at the political
opposition, trade union and human
rights activists. Under normal
circumstances Liliany and other
political prisoners charged with

rebellion have their cases quashed
due to irregularities in due process
including the use of fabricated
evidence. However, because the
latter charge must be heard by a
specialised anti-terrorist judge
Liliany’s charges come under a
much more complex process and
the judge has greater leeway in

The Human Face
of Solidarity

imposing harsher sentences up
to 40 years.

Liliany’s case is one of up to
nine cases that emerged after
computers were seized in an illegal
incursion into Ecuador in which
FARC (popular resistance
movement) commander Raul
Reyes was assassinated with 25
others. The tragic event of March
1 2008 resulted in a number of
personalities, parliamentarians,
trade unionists and academics
being named and charged using
computer files taken from the
FARC encampment as evidence.

On May 18, 2011 the Supreme
Court made a critical finding in the
trial of former parliamentarian
Wilson Borja who was also
charged with links to FARC. The
judge found the computer files

Liliany Obando see Human Solidarity, p. 11
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Global class struggle

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the

Labour S tart website,
www.labourst art.org

Parti Communiste du Quebec (section du
Parti communiste du Canada)
5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C"
Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9
Email: pcq@cpc-pcc.ca  Tél: 438-338-8890

B.C. Committee CPC
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
Tel: 604-254-9836  E-mail: cpbc@telus.net

Edmonton  CPC
Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO
Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6
Tel: 780-465-7893   Fax: 780-463-0209

Calgary CPC
Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE,
Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2   Tel: 403-248-6489

Saskatchewan CPC
Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

Ottawa CPC
Tel: 613-232-7108

Manitoba Committee CPC
387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
Tel/fax: 204-586-7824

Ontario Ctee. CPC
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
Tel: 416-469-2446

Hamilton Ctee. CPC
265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
Tel: 905-548-9586

Atlantic Region CPC
Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, B0P 1M0
Tel/fax: 902-542-7981

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialism.
The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the fight
against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our members are
active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership are set
democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

416-469-2446     <info@cpc-pcc.ca>     www.communist-party.ca

Send me information on the
Communist Party of Canada

UK public sector
vows to strike

The leader of Unison, Britain’s
largest public sector union,
promises to mount the most
sustained industrial action the
country has seen since the general
strike of 1926, vowing not to back
down until the government has
dropped its attack against
pensions. Dave Prentis, general
secretary of Unison, says the 1.4
million members will hold waves of
strike action, with public services
shut down on a daily basis, rolling
from one region to the next and
from sector to sector. “It will be the
biggest since the general strike. It
won’t be the miners’ strike. We are
going to win,” according to Prentis.

In an interview with the
Guardian, Prentis said a
settlement looks increasingly
remote after the government
unilaterally set out details of the
new public sector pension scheme
on June 17. The government wants
to raise pension contributions by
3.2%, increase the retirement age
to 66 and move to a career average
scheme to replace the final salary
version. The changes amount to
an additional tax on public sector
workers, with their additional
contributions - a de facto pay cut
- used to reduce the deficit rather
than fund pensions.

The pension changes come on
top of job cuts, a pay freeze and
attacks against the National Health
Service. There is growing anger
over a public sector pay freeze, and
changes which would unfairly
penalise women, who form the
majority of low-paid public sector
workers.

Prentis said: “I strongly believe
that one day of industrial action
will not change anyone’s mind in
government. We want to move
towards a settlement. The purpose
of industrial action is not industrial
action, it is to get an agreement that
is acceptable and long-lasting. But
we are prepared for rolling action
over an indefinite period. This
coalition has got to open its eyes
and see that in just reacting to a
Daily Mail view of the public sector
they are walking into a trap of their
own making.”

He also called on the Labour
party to support the unions’ battle
against the pension changes,
saying that remaining silent will
“become an issue”.

“Time to improve”
lives of migrants

A June 18 article by several
writers for China’s Xinhua news
agency warns that labour unrest in
the country’s south points to an
urgent need to improve the lives of
millions of migrant workers.

The report looks at the situation
around Guangzhou, where 800
million to 1 billion pairs of jeans are
produced every a year, accounting
for 60 percent of China’s jean
production and 40 percent of jean
exports.

On the June 11-12 weekend,
angered by reports of mistreatment
of a pregnant migrant vendor,
migrant workers took to the streets,
with some hurling bottles and
bricks at government officials and
police vehicles. Xinhua reports

that “Some experts believe the
unrest was triggered by the
mounting anger of migrant workers,
many of whom left their hometowns
to seek fortune in the cities, but
found several years later they were
still outsiders.”

In Dadun, which boasts the
most denim factories in the district,
the number of local residents is
about 7,000, compared to 60,000
migrant workers. Many have family
members living with them in
extremely crowded rooms. Some
former residents have moved out,
renting their apartments to the

migrants, creating a big income
gap between the two groups.

The problem is related to
China’s “hukou” (household
registry) system, set up to reduce
the mobility of citizens and maintain
social order. Many basic rights
and social welfare systems became
attached to the “hukou” system.
But after the economic changes
introduced in the 1980s, the number
of migrants has soared, from 60
million in 1992 to 220 million in
2009. These migrants face many
problems accessing social
services, cultural facilities, health
care and other services if their
households are registered
elsewhere.

There is a growing demand for
reforms in the household registry
system to eliminate the differences
between rural and urban Chinese.
The Guangdong provincial
government unveiled a “scoring
system” for migrant workers in June
2010. Migrant workers can qualify
for urban household registration,
based on educational background,
skill level and participation in
charitable activities.

To date, 104,000 migrant workers
have qualified for urban
registration, but there are 26 million
migrants in Guangdong province,
indicating the huge scale of the
problem.

Global repression
of union rights

Colombia and the Americas
maintain the lead in a grim record of
repression of workers involved in
trade union activities, says latest
world Annual Survey of violation
of trade union rights released at
the 100th ILO Conference.

Covering the year 2010, and
conducted in 143 countries, the
Annual Survey reveals: 90 murders
of trade union activists (49 in
Colombia alone), another 75
recorded death threats and at least
2,500 arrests at least 5,000 sackings
of unionists because of union
activities.

The global trends highlighted
in the survey include governments

not enforcing labour laws, lack of
support for the funding of
inspection or protection, the lack
of rights and abuse of migrant
labour across the world, but
particularly in the Gulf States, and
the exploitation of the mainly
female workforces in the world’s
export processing zones.

Across the Middle East, the 2010
Annual Survey paints a picture of
governments trying to repress their
people engaged in trying to better
their lives economically through
union representation, better wages
and collective bargaining.

In Egypt, the report shows
sackings and reprisals by
employers, police violence and
numerous arrests as more and more
workers joined independent trade
unions and took strike action.

In Tunisia, the report spotlights
the rising tide of social protest
linked to the fight for economic
rights, and the government
responding by meddling in the
affairs of the trade union movement.

In Bahrain, the report
underscores the recurrent problem
of unemployment and inequality,
and the disappearances, arrests
and violence directed at
independent trade unionists over
the past months.

Power cuts hit
Greek sellout

Greece’s state-owned electric
utility, Public Power Corp. SA,
began limited power cuts on June
20 to selected towns as a strike
forced nearly a third of the
company’s generating capacity
offline. The power cuts were
ordered as rising midday demand
threatened the overall stability of
the power grid. Further cuts were
expected during peak evening
consumption hours.

Early that day, the militant
power-sector workers’ union,
GENOP, began an open-ended
strike to protest privatization plans.
The strike has affected operations
at some 16 power plants with a
combined capacity of 3,750
megawatts, and representing
roughly a third of PPC’s total power
capacity.

Last year, Greece narrowly
avoided default on its debts after a
110 billion-euro bailout from the
EU and the International Monetary
Fund, and is now seeking another
100 billion euros to cover its
borrowing needs for the next three
years. As part of those loans, the
PASOK government is pushing
ahead with a five-year program of
cutbacks, layoffs and tax increases
which puts the economic costs of
“austerity” squarely on the
shoulders of working people.

The government is also
renewing its privatization plan,
which includes steps to reduce the
state’s holdings in PPC to 34%
from 51% currently, and to cut its
stake in other state-owned
enterprises. Parliament is due to
vote on the plan by June 30, while
strikes and protests continue to
rock the country.

Egypt to raise
minimum wage

The Egyptian government’s
recent decision to raise minimum

monthly wages of civil servants
and workers to LE 700 ($116) in July
has sparked debated over whether
this amount is satisfactory. In a
country where around 40 per cent
of the population is below the
poverty line, the decision is
controversial. Many workers have
been demanding a figure of
LE1,200 immediately. Instead, the
government has promised to raise
the minimum wage to LE1,200 in
five years.

The pay issue was among the
popular demands which triggered
massive protests before the
January revolution. Some have
perceived the decision as a sign of
goodwill on the part of Essam
Sharaf’s caretaker government.
Others are skeptical about reforms
which do not take the entire wage
structure into consideration.

Labour experts have criticised
the decision as “arbitrary”, and

trade unions lashed out at the
government for breaking with
recognised traditions, by ignoring
the opinion of labour
representatives. The decision
does not define the beneficiaries
clearly, nor the condition of civil
servants who were not promoted
in years, nor the general wage
structure, according to trade
unionleaders.

In office since March, the Sharaf
government has come under fire
for its handling of domestic issues,
particularly security and wages.
Minister of Finance Samir Radwan
has been accused of issuing an
incomplete decision when
determining the minimum wage and
leaving the ceiling for maximum
pay open, upsetting Egypt’s
previous pay model which was
intended to prevent huge gaps
between different sections of
workers.

Botswana strike suspended
After eight weeks of work stoppages, Botswana public sector unions

suspended their strike action on June 13, hoping that dialogue will be
resumed and an acceptable settlement reached.

The unions walked out on April 18 after negotiations ended in
deadlock. After accepting three years of wage freezes to help the
government rebalance the economy, the unions were demanding a 16%
increase in wages. This comprised an inflationary adjustment of 14% and
a 2% salary increase. According to their figures, inflation in Botswana
has been running at 27.6% for the past three years. In 2007 the government
said it would award adjustments equivalent to half the rate of inflation
each year, but this has never been honoured.

The unions were prepared to accept a 3% offer, on a “pyramid format”
basis: in other words an increase reflecting the value of 3% but weighted
towards the lowest paid, especially the working poor. The government
offered a 3% increase across the board, so that the gap between lower
and higher-paid workers would widen further.

Another point of contention is the government’s refusal to re-instate
workers who are providing essential services. Around 1, 400 such
workers were dismissed for taking part in the strikes, even though the
Government has never issued a list of essential services. Some of those
who have accepted a government offer of re-employment now find that
they have been down-graded or re-assigned to remote areas, far from
their families. The Government has also begun outsourcing some of the
jobs of the dismissed workers to private companies.
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By W.T. Whitney Jr.

Colombia’s Supreme Judicial
Court issued a “writ of prohibition”
on May 18 in the case of former
congressman Wilson Borja, thus
ending investigation and
potential prosecution on
allegations he had connections
with the leftist Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia-
People's Army (FARC-EP).

“After that decision,” a former
prosecutor told AFP news, “the
information from those computers
cannot be used in any other judicial
proceeding.”

Alfonso Gomez Mendez was
referring to files contained in
computers belonging to FARC
leader Raul Reyes seized by the
Colombian military on March 1,
2008 in Ecuador. The so-called
“magical computers” withstood
a Colombian air and ground
attack that killed Reyes, other
guerrillas, and visiting Mexican
students.

Within months, dozens of other
government opponents were being
investigated. Journalists,
unionists, political leaders, and
officeholders have endured judicial
hearings and ongoing probes.
Charges center on “rebellion” and
association with terrorists,
specifically leftist insurgencies.

The victims are all people who
have called for a political solution
to the decades of armed conflict
in Colombia. Many, like Borja,
work with the left coalition,
Alternative Democratic Pole
(POLO). In the midst of anti-
terrorist frenzy, Borja and peace
movement leader Piedad Cordoba
were deprived of their seats in
the Congress and Senate
respectively.

The witch hunt - so
characterized by many - swept up
TeleSUR journalist William Parra,
Communist Party newspaper
editor Carlos Lozano, POLO
Senator Gloria Ramirez (already
absolved through court action),
and peace protagonist and former
presidential candidate Alvaro
Leyva Duran. Unionist Liliany
Obando and academician Miguel
Beltran ended up in jail. Computer
revelations fuelled accusations
of Venezuelan and Ecuadorian
government complicity with the
FARC.

The Supreme Court based its
ruling on the State’s inability to
establish a judicially competent
chain of custody for laptops
remaining in military rather than
law enforcement hands for three
days after their seizure.

Over two years earlier, the
International Police Organization
INTERPOL reasoned similarly in
discounting the reliability of the
computer generated evidence.

The Court made no reference
to earlier testimony from Police
Captain Ronald Coy that the
computer files in question were
word documents, not emails,
thereby suscept ib le to
manipulat ion,  which he
admitted to.

The FARC computer files have
long held sway in the Colombian
media. Reporting April 25 by
Colombia’s biggest daily El
Tiempo on the arrival of the “the
FARC ambassador in Europe”
journalist Joaquin Perez Becerra,
who holds Swedish citizenship, is
a prime example.

Perez Becerra, a UP city official,

escaped to Sweden in 1993 to save
his life. There, he edited the leftist
ANNCOL (News Agency for the
New Colombia) website. He had
flown from Germany to Caracas,
only to be captured on order of
President Chavez at the request of
Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos. He was delivered to a
Bogota prison.

El Tiempo covered his arrival in
Bogota: “This man who came into
public view thanks to information
found in the computers of Raul
Reyes belonged to the general staff
of the International block of the
FARC.”

El Tiempo cited quotations
supposedly taken from FARC
emails. Examples include:
(undated, from FARC leader Ivan
Marquez) “It’s necessary to meet
as soon as possible to define
urgent logistical business,” or,

Colombian Court blocks “F ARC-politica” red scare

Special to PV

A month after the communist-
led Left Front government of West
Bengal went down to defeat, the
leadership of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) met on June 12 in
Hyderabad to review the results.

The Left Front was first elected in
1977. These 34 years saw important
gains for the peasants and workers
in Bengal, including India’s most
comprehensive land reforms, a wide
expansion of local democratic
governance, and measures to
improve living standards.

But in recent years, the Left
Front suffered setbacks at the local
and central levels. A terror
campaign by Maoists and right-
wing forces killed hundreds of left
activists. This campaign became a
bitter struggle between the Left
Front and the Trinamool Congress
party led by Mamata Banerjee, who
has also been the railways minister
in the central government.

Under the slogan of “change”,
the TMC won 184 seats to 62 for
the Left Front parties. (The Indian
National Congress took another
42 seats, and smaller parties won
five.) The Left Front slipped to

India’ s communist s assess Bengal defeat
41% of the total popular vote.

Elections were also held in three
other states, including Kerala,
where a left alliance and right-wing
parties have alternated in office for
many years. This time, the left was
narrowly defeated in Kerala.

In its review, the CPI(M) Central
Committee noted the “concerted
effort to ensure a gang-up of
disparate political forces ranging
from the extreme right to the
Maoists to isolate and weaken the
Left Front.”

Despite the achievements of Left
Front governments, the CC said,
“there were shortcomings and
weaknesses in some of the policies
and measures adopted for the
welfare of the people. The mistakes
with regard to Singur and
Nandigram proved costly.”

This conclusion points to the
efforts by the Left Front to
strengthen the economy of West
Bengal. Facing limits on gains from
its progressive agricultural policies,
the government decided to
purchase areas of rural land to
establish industrial projects. The
strategy was to increase
employment and to defeat the central
government’s attempt to isolate

radical West Bengal by turning the
state into an agricultural backwater.

But a combination of mistakes
cost the Left Front valuable
support. Many peasants in the
affected areas objected to the
projects, and in one case, police
killed a number of protesting
villagers. The Left Front raised the
proposed land purchase prices and
took steps to crack down on police
abuse, but the tragedy gave
opposition forces a powerful
rallying point.

The Central Committee review
also identified “organizational
defects and shortcomings which
have alienated various sections of
the people” and launched
“corrective steps to be taken at the
political and organizational level.”

Despite its problems, the Left
Front polled about 19.5 million
votes, and the Bengal communists
and their allies reject the idea that
they have become “politically
irrelevant.” The CPI(M) statement
pledges to “continue the struggle
for the working class and the toiling
people against neo-liberal policies
and to defend the historic gains
achieved by the people.”

Since the election, violence has

continued, killing another fourteen
Left Front members and injuring
hundreds more. Scores of Party
and trade union offices have been
attacked or captured, and many
activists have been driven from
their homes, but the new
government has taken no steps to
curb the attacks.

A “long and arduous struggle”
lies ahead, said CPI(M) leader
Prakash Karat in a recent
commentary.

Karat gives a sharp response to
what he calls “another form of
attack”, the attempt to slander the
entire record of the Left Front and
to claim that its earlier victories
were due to the repression of
anyone who opposed the CPI(M).

“These critics conveniently
forget that in every assembly
election since 1977, the anti-Left
opposition has got less than 40%
of the vote at any time,” said Karat.
“The CPI(M) and the Left Front
had a remarkable record of winning
between forty five to fifty per cent
of the vote in all previous elections
owing to their deep roots among
the people and the popular support
that they commanded particularly
in the rural areas.”

It is not accidental, Karat noted,
that the highest voter turnouts in
India are in West Bengal, Kerala
and Tripura, states where
communist-led land reforms “have
broken the old landlord structure
and expanded democracy... It is
the agents of the dominant classes
and vested interests who seek to
tarnish and distort this democratic
record of the Left.”

In West Bengal, Karat said, the
CPI(M) will defend the gains
achieved over the last three
decades: “Given the class nature
of the ruling alliance, there will be
efforts to undo the land reforms
and undermine the gains achieved
by the working people. We will
defend the land reforms and the
rights of the bargadars (share-
croppers) and agricultural workers;
the workers will be better organised
to fight for their rights and all
sections of the working people in
defence of their livelihood. The
legacy of secularism and communal
harmony has to be protected and
the divisive forces out to disrupt
the unity of the people and
integrity of the state countered.
All this will be accomplished by
strengthening the Left unity.” ●

Colombian police escort Joaquin Perez Becerra as he arrives in
Bogota on April 25, after being deported from Venezuela.

(June 27, 2002 from Olga Marin to
Raul Reyes) “Juan Antonio has
no Money. The following drafts

have been received: Alberto
(name for Perez Becerra) $2000,
Lucas $2000,” or (June 1, 2004

from Alberto to Raul Reyes) “I
report to you that a Colombian
living here in Sweden for 15 years
wants to enter the organization.”

Reporter Dick Emanuelsson
writes regarding Perez Becerra: “If
the decision of the Supreme
Judicial Court takes effect, the
Swedish journalist could soon fly
off to Sweden to join up with family
and friends.”

Emanuelsson explains that the
Colombian military employs “some
of Colombia’s best journalists.”
They are busy at “creating,
modifying, and manipulating
archives so they can be used
specifically as `proofs’ against
opposition forces.”

Wilson Borja, vindicated,
plans to seek satisfaction from
ex-Attorney General Mario
Iguaran, the Colombian state, and
the media. ●

From a commentary by
Shameem Faizee, in New
Age, weekly of the
Communist Party of India,
one of the Left Front
partners in West Bengal

The two Communist parties and
their other Left partners have
rightly said that the big defeat in
West Bengal needs deep
introspection and review of our
performance in all spheres
including political, governmental
and organizational...

There are the basic issues of our
connectivity with the masses, the
transparency in administration,
arrogance of power and to a certain
extent corruption that has crept in
our outfits at different levels on
which Left needs to introspect
since the masses that supported
us all these years are getting
disenchanted. There is growing
urge for a change that has been
exploited by the unexpectedly
more united anti-left forces this
time. If one goes by the figures, the

“Urge for change” exploited by anti-lef t forces
unity of all sorts of anti-left forces
played an important role in the
defeat of the LF. It turned into a bi-
polar war between the Left and the
rest. Though it won just 62 seats,
its poll share is 41 per cent.

But that should not lead us to
the faulty conclusion that there
has been no shifting of sides by
certain segments of the electorate.
Most obvious shift is in the Muslim
community that constitutes 27 per
cent of the electorate in the state.
Even after voting against the LF,
an ordinary Muslim will be ready to
swear that it is only the Communists
whose commitment to secularism
can not be questioned. But then,
security of life and property that
the LF government has provided
to them in all these years of their
rule is not enough. Like others,
they too need to share benefits of
developments. Unfortunately, the
LF, despite repeated reminders by
partners like CPI ignored their urge
for basic requirements like
education, public health and
employment  This is one area that

needs to be tackled, not when we
come back to power, but in our
total approach regarding our work
among minorities.

Similarly, the question of
industrialization needs thorough
and deep thinking. At the time of
Nandigram, the CPI national council
passed a detailed resolution on the
question of protecting the cultivable
land and rehabilitation of the
uprooted peasants. We must
strictly adhere to the two basic
formulations of that resolution;
First, governments should not have
right to acquire land for purposes
other than building infra-structure
and public utilities. For other
purposes, the rule of market should
apply. Secondly, acquiring or
purchasing of multi-crop land must
be avoided to the extent possible.
Though we have lost power in
Bengal because of widespread
misunderstanding on this question,
the issue still needs urgent
attention, as several Nandigrams
and Sangurs are coming up in
different parts of the country... ●
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By Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally Brooker

In our June 1-15 issue,
we made an unfortunate
error in the photo credits
listing the names of
performers at the United
May Day Committee
event held in Toronto.
The poet in the photo at
right is well-known
activist Charles Roach.
We apologize for this
mix-up!

Correcting an error ...

Musicians sing out for Tahrir
Musicians contributed to the atmosphere of hope and solidarity
among Toronto supporters of the Canadian Boat to Gaza  (the Tahrir)
at a June 9 fundraising dinner for Freedom Flotilla II delegates Lyn
Adamson and Robert Lovelace. Guests at the Friends House dinner
erupted into song at the prompting of the Common Thread Singalong
Chorus, who offered, among their five-song set, the classic “Somos
El Barco” (“We are the Boat”) and an adapted version of the African-
American spiritual “Oh Freedom.” Local singer-guitarist Maria
Kasstan moved the audience with a powerful version of her
composition “Those Who Would” and young vocalist Kimberley
Howell impressed with a Sarah Harmer cover. The event featured
powerful speeches from Holocaust survivor Suzanne Weiss and
Christian Peacemaker James Loney, as well as greetings from Robert
Massoud, director of Toronto’s Palestinian cultural centre Beit
Zatoun. Lyn Adamson summed things up: “It was lovely to feel the
energy of support from that room. We’ll take it with us on our trip!”

Palestine’ s Amandla moment
Amandla (“Power”) was the rallying cry of the South African people
during their long struggle against apartheid. In the 1980s, thanks in
part to musicians like Peter Gabriel (“Biko”), Special AKA (“Free
Nelson Mandela”) and Steven Van Zandt (“Sun City”), the world-
wide anti-apartheid movement deepened its mass impact. Today
musicians are beginning to reach the mass audience for Palestine.
Case in point: on July 3, OneWorld, a collective of prominent
contemporary U.K. musicians, artists and solidarity groups, will
release the upbeat single “Freedom for Palestine.” Featured artists
include Maxi Jazz (Faithless), Dave Randall (Slovo), Jamie Catto (1
Giant Leap), vocalist LSK, and South Africa’s Durban Gospel Choir.
Proceeds go to War On Want (a trade union charity) exclusively for
projects in Palestine. Other supporters include: Stop the War Coalition,
Palestine Solidarity Campaign and Jews For Justice in Palestine. Buy
the song and spread the word. For more info: www.waronwant.org.

Major league baseball’s hypocrisy
Guitar great Carlos Santana was booed by Atlanta fans on May 15
for talking about civil rights at major league baseball’s annual “Civil
Rights Game.” Santana was accepting baseball’s “Beacon of Change”
award when he slammed the host city and the state of Arizona for
passing immigration bills that discriminate against Latinos. He was
referring to Georgia’s draconian Bill HB 87, signed into law by
Governor Nathan Deal just two days before, and inspired by Arizona’s
Bill SB 1040. “I would invite all Latin people to do nothing for about
two weeks,” Santana told the crowd, “so you can see who really is
running the economy.” Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig left the
building long before the guitarist appeared at a post-game press
conference to elaborate on his views. The game’s head honcho
stubbornly refuses to heed calls to move the upcoming all-star game
from Arizona. Kudos to Santana, a supporter of the cultural boycott
of Israel, who once again shows himself to be an artist with a keen
sense of social justice.

Steve Earle sings for New Orleans
Earlier this year the Obama Administration made the appalling
decision to allow offshore oil drilling to resume without additional
environmental protection. Grammy-winning musician and activist
Steve Earle pointed out in a May 13 interview on Democracy Now the
equally appalling fact that Louisiana is the only coastal state that
does not collect royalties from drilling. Earle, 56, has been appearing
in Treme, a TV series set in post-Katrina New Orleans. He has just
released I’ll Never Get Out of This World Alive, a new CD of original
songs recorded in the Crescent City. A highlight from the album is
“The City,” a poignant anthem for the people of New Orleans with
horn charts by local great Allen Toussaint. Readers can watch Earle
perform an acoustic version of “The City,” as well as his classic
songs “Christmas in Washington” and “The Ballad of John Walker
Lindh” at www.democracynow.org/.

Leon Rosselson’ s BC & Toronto gigs
Acclaimed U.K. singer, songwriter, author and activist Leon
Rosselson will appear at the Vancouver Island Musicfest (July 7) and
the Vancouver Folk Festival (July 15), as well as giving five other
concerts in BC. Several will be with folk artist Robb Johnson,
including a June 22 performance in Vancouver of “The Liberty Tree,”
their narrated song cycle about the life of revolutionary democrat
Thomas Paine. Rosselson will conclude his visit to Canada with a
concert at Toronto’s Beit Zatoun on August 6. Don’t miss this great
progressive artist, of whom it has been said “he has the passion of
Brel, the commitment of Brecht, and the wit of Lehrer.” For more
information about Rosselson’s itinerary visit
www.leonrosselson.co.uk. Look also for the 2010 Guardian article
celebrating his 50th anniversary as a performer: www.guardian.co.uk/
music/2009/jun/05/folk.

By Brigette DePape,
Toronto Star, June 8, 2011

I am moved by the excitement
and energy with which people from
all walks of life across this country
greeted my action in the Senate.

One person alone cannot
accomplish much, but they must at
least do what they can. So I held
out my “Stop Harper” sign during
the throne speech because I felt I
had a responsibility to use my
position to oppose a government
whose values go against the
majority of Canadians.

The thousands of positive
comments shared online, the
printing of “Stop Harper” buttons
and stickers and lawn signs, and
the many calls for further action
convinced me that this is not merely
a country of people dissatisfied
with Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s vision for Canada.

It is a country of people burning
with desire for change. If I was
able to do what I did, I know that
there are thousands of others

capable of equal, or far more
courageous, acts.

I think those who reacted with
excitement realize that politics
should not be left to the politicians,
and that democracy is not just

about marking a ballot every few
years. It is about ensuring, with
daily engagement and resistance,
that the vision we have for our
society is reflected in the decision-
making of our government.

Our views are not represented
by our political system. How else
could we have a government that
60 per cent of the people voted
against? A broken system is what
has left us with a Conservative
government ready to spend billions
on fighter jets we don’t need, to
pollute the environment we want
protected, to degrade a health-care
system we want improved, and to
cut social programs and public
sector jobs we value. As a page, I
witnessed one irresponsible bill
after another pass through the
Senate, and wanted to scream
“Stop.”

Such a system leads us to feel
isolated, powerless and hopeless -
thousands of Canadians made that
clear in their responses to my action.
We need a reminder that there are
alternatives. We need a reminder
that we have both the capacity to
create change, and an obligation
to. If my action has been that

Why I did it: the
Senate page’s protest

reminder, it was a success.
Media and politicians have

argued that I tarnished the throne
speech, a solemn Canadian
tradition. I now believe more in
another tradition - the tradition of
ordinary people in this country
fighting to create a more just and
sustainable world, using peaceful
direct action and civil
disobedience.

On occasion, that tradition has
found an inspiring home within
Parliament: In 1970, for instance,
a group of young women chained
themselves to the parliamentary
gallery seats to protest the
Canadian law that criminalized
abortion. Their action won
national attention, and helped
propel a movement that
eventually achieved abortion’s
legalization.

Was such an action
“appropriate”? Not in the
conventional sense. But those
women were driven by insights
known to every social movement
in history: that the ending of
injustices or the winning of human
rights are never gifts from rulers or
from parliaments, but the fruit of
struggle and of people power in
the streets.

Actions like these provide the
answer to the Harper government.
When Harper tries to push through
policies and legislation that hurt
our communities and country, we
all need to find our inner activist,
and flow into the streets. And what
is a stop sign after all, but a nod to
the symbol of the street where a
people amassed can put the brakes
on the Harper government?

I’ve been inspired by Canadians
taking action, and inspired too by
my peers rising up in North Africa
and the Middle East. I am honoured
to have since received a message
from young activists there, saying
that we need not just an Arab
spring but a “world spring,” using
people power to combat whatever
ills exists in each country.

I have been inspired most of
all by Asmaa Mahfouz, the 26-
year-old woman who issued a
video calling for Egyptians to
join her in Tahrir Square. People
did, and they together made the
Egyptian revolution. Her words
will always stay with me: “As
long as you say there is no hope,
then there will be no hope, but if
you go and take a stand, then
there will be hope.”

Brigette DePape has started a
fund to support peaceful direct
action and civil disobedience
against the Harper agenda:
www.stopharperfund.ca ●

Albertina Sisulu, one of the
key figures of the struggle for a
democratic South Africa, died on
June 1 at the age of 92. An African
National Congress statement said
Sisulu “dedicated all her life to the
ANC and to the defeat of apartheid
and ushering in of constitutional
democracy in South Africa.” The
South African Communist Party
paid tribute to her as “a great
revolutionary and patriot of our
people.”

Trained as a nurse, Albertina
was deeply involved in anti-
apartheid campaigns, including
the launch in 1955 of the Freedom
Charter, which proclaims “South
Africa belongs to all who live in it,
black and white.” She was a leader
of the famous 1956 march on
Pretoria opposing the extension
to women of pass laws which
restricted the movement of black
South Africans. The slogan of
the 1956 march was, “You strike a
woman, you strike a rock.”

Albertina’s husband, Walter
Sisulu, who died in 2003, spent
25 years in prison on Robben
Island with Nelson Mandela,
whom he had brought into the
ANC. Mandela was the best man
when Walter Sisulu married
Albertina Notsikelelo in 1944.
While Walter was on Robben
Island, Albertina Sisulu raised

Albertina Sisulu, 1918-201 1
the couple’s five children alone,
spending months in jail herself
and having her movements
restricted.

During the 1980s, she was a
leader of the United Democratic
Front, the anti-apartheid coalition
which brought together the ANC
with labour and community
groups. She also was a leader in
the ANC and the ANC Women’s
League. In the first post-apartheid
election held in 1994, she won a
seat in the new parliament, serving
four years. Several of her children
continue to hold prominent
positions in South Africa’s
government and diplomatic
service. ●
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were obtained illegally; the army
didn’t follow correct procedure.
Lawyers for Liliany believe she
should also be immediately released.

Liliany and I spent three hours
talking about her case and about
international solidarity. She thanks
the international solidarity
movement for being instrumental
in breaking the silence and
providing a voice for the 7,500
political prisoners currently in
detention so their stories can be
taken beyond the walls.
The international community calls
for respect for human rights in
Colombia, the humane treatment of
political prisoners and for a
humanitarian exchange of prisoners
of war. A humanitarian agreement
will be a first step towards a political
solution to the deep armed and
social conflict. Recently, for the
first time almost 50 years of armed
conflict was recognised by
Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos. The recognition of the
armed conflict and its causes is an
important step towards the
recognition of both the FARC
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia) and the ELN (National
Liberation Army) as belligerent
forces in the conflict and should
lead to their removal from terrorist
lists in Colombia, US and the
European Union.

At 2:45 pm I heard the whistle
that signals visits are over. It was
time to line up to leave the premises
by 3 pm.

Liliany thanks all those in
Australia and around the world
whose solidarity keeps her
revolutionary spirit high. She looks
forward to her freedom after already
spending three years behind bars
despite her innocence. These three
years have left serious scars on the
life of her loved ones. I also had the

opportunity of spending a few
lovely days with her mother and
children. They welcome seeing a
human face of solidarity and I value
learning their story. Koalas and
kangaroos are essential toys in
that household.

For more information visit:
www.inspp.org   ●

By Mark Haley

Delegates to the bi-annual
Southern Interior Peace Coalition
conference were treated to a
display of armed troops and tanks
in the streets of Kelowna recently
as “Freedom of the City” was re-
proclaimed for the B.C. Dragoon’s
hundredth anniversary.

Conference participants from
Grand Forks, Vernon, Penticton,
and Kelowna, who had been
discussing the “Arab Spring” and
related topics during the morning’s
session, heard a General explain
that in former times the appearance
of armed troops on city streets had
been considered a “fearsome
thing”. The B.C. Dragoons are the
only group to have received the
Freedom of the City award, the
city’s highest honour.

Alongside the B.C. Dragoons
fresh-faced Cadets were reviewed
by the Kelowna Mayor.  “They are
part of an organization dedicated
to developing citizenship and
leadership among young men and
women aged 12 to 18 years of age
with a military flavour, and are not
required to join the Canadian
Forces,” according to their
literature.

The city hopes the $20,000 cost
for the two hour ceremony will be
picked up by Veteran’s Affairs.

The Kelowna Peace Group, host
to the Southern Interior Peace
Coalition conference and an

Tanks and troop s in Kelowna street s
Kelowna anti-war activists confront troops in their city.

affiliate of the Canadian Peace
Alliance, distributed the following
statement at the Dragoons
celebration:

“We oppose the old wars in
Vietnam and Iraq, we oppose the
current wars in Afghanistan and
Libya and we oppose the next wars
- likely somewhere in Africa using
our brand new F-35 bombers.  And
we oppose the sinister spectacle
of tanks rolling down our city
streets.

“The resort to armed force is
always accompanied by noble
rhetoric about protecting
vulnerable populations, bringing
democracy and freedom and
insuring human rights. The grim
realities of resource control, ̀ regime
change’ and enormous profits for
military contractors lurk beneath
the rhetoric.

“Our tax dollars are being spent
in a huge propaganda campaign to

normalize military interventions,
militarize our society, recruit our
young and vulnerable citizens and
justify the largest military budget
since WWII.

“The biggest beneficiary of the
tragic ten year Canadian military
entanglement in Afghanistan has
been the narcotics trade and yet
the BC Dragoons ask us to
celebrate their participation and
the government of Canada is again
talking about extending the
`mission’.

“Though Canadians like to think
of our foreign policy as benign, as
part of NATO we are allied with a
failing ex- superpower that engages
in extrajudicial “targeted
assassinations” and refuses to
renounce nuclear weapons. The
$30 billion purchase of fighter
bombers can achieve no
humanitarian purpose. It prepares
us for endless wars.” ●

continued from page 9

Human solidarity for Liliany Obando...

Spires. “We hope the public will come
by to support us. We deliver an
important public service, and all we
want is to settle our issues through
collective bargaining, which the
Supreme Court has recognized as a
Charter right.”

Although most corporate media
coverage of the dispute was blatantly
pro-management, some fair reporting
did break through in certain areas. A
recent article in the Welland Tribune
reported the views of CUPW Local
628 president Gerry Tulio, who said
he was “overwhelmed” by community
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Raymond McInnes
On June 5, Raymond McInnes passed away in Kamloops, BC,  at the age
of 80 years. Ray was born and raised in Kamloops. At the age of 21 he began
his career with Canadian National Railway, and he worked for 44 years until
retiring from Via Rail in 1996. An active trade unionist, Ray was also a
longtime member of the Communist Party of Canada and a strong supporter
of the Pacific Tribune, and then of People’s Voice which began publication
in 1993. No memorial was held by the family’s request; instead, they request
donations in Ray’s memory to a cause which he supported.

support for the locked out workers,
including the 200 members of his local
in Dunnville, Port Colborne and
Welland. That support has included a
statement from two local NDP
representatives, MP Malcolm Allen
and MPP Peter Kormos, who called on
Raitt and Canada Post to end the
lockout and resume negotiations. The
release stressed that Canada Post is
not subsidized by taxpayers, and made
almost $2 billion in profit in the past
15 years.

Union members in many areas were
angry that management has even
sabotaged mail delivery, which CUPW
points out is actually breaking the law.

“Some of us had our mail ready for
the street but Canada Post would not
let us get the mail out of the building,”
said Ruth Breen, spokesperson for
Fredericton and Oromocto’s CUPW
Strike Committee. “We quickly re-
strategized. We had amazing shop floor
organizing! Just as we came in en
masse, we left en masse with empty
mail bags. We set up an info picket at
the Waggoners’ Lane distribution
centre to inform the public that the
mail was not leaving the building.
Another group went to Fredericton’s
downtown with flyers to talk to
customers and let them know there is
mail at the post office and we want to
deliver it but Canada Post won’t let us.
Public support has been fantastic.”

Postal workers entered a legal strike

position on May 24th, when CUPW
members held a 94.5% vote in favour
of strike action. The massive vote was
a rejection of Canada Post’s proposals
to pay new workers 30 per cent less
and give them reduced benefits, an
inferior pension and weaker job
security. Postal workers also voted
against an increase in the amount of
temporary employees and a reduction
in the number of full-time employees.

Also rejected by postal workers
were cuts to their extended health care
plan, replacement of the sick leave
plan with an inferior short-term dis-
ability plan and the unsafe “double
bundle” delivery procedure. Canada
Post has one of the highest injury rates
in Canada with over 9,000 CUPW
members reporting injuries last year. ●

  Surrey, BC
People’s Voice Walk-A-Thon,
Sun., Aug. 14, meet 11 am at
Bear Creek Park (140 St. parking
lot at 88 Ave.), walk 12 noon,
lunch and program 1 pm. For
info, call 604-254-9836.

  Vancouver, BC
Special General Meeting of
COPE (Coalition of Progressive
Electors), Sunday, June 26,
Japanese Hall, 487 Alexander
St. Registration 2 pm, meeting
3 pm, ph. 604-255-0400.
Stop DeltaPort Free Trade
Zone,  Tues., June 28, 7 pm,
Vancouver Community College
Downtown Campus, Room 420.
Also in Delta: Wed., June 29, 7
pm, Ladner Pioneer Library,
4683- 51 St. hosted by Council
of Canadians, 604-340-2455.
Moncada Day Celebration,
Sunday, July 24, Chilean Co-
op, 3390 School Ave., sponsored
by CCFA Vancouver, for details
call Ray, 604-254-1350.

  Winnipeg, MB
22nd annual Cuba Friend-
shipment caravan , send-off
Sat, July 2, 2 pm, Charleswood
Mennonite Church, 699 Haney
St., info Manitoba-Cuba
Solidarity Committee 783-9380.

2nd International Cop-
watching Conference,  July 22-
24. For information visit http://
conference.winnipegcop-
watch.org/ or 204-942-1588.

  Toronto, ON
Davenport Club Annual
People’s Voice BBQ,  2-5 pm,
Saturday, July 9 (rain or shine),
$20/person, $10 low waged &
students, children under 12 free.
58 Albany Ave. (first street east
of Bathurst, north of Bloor). To
help us prepare better, please
let us know if you will be coming,
ph. 416-536-6771.
Salsa in the City Square,
16th Annual Toronto-Cuba
Friendship Day, Sat., August
27, 1-8 pm, “CUBA - FRIEND
TO THE WORLD”. Free
admission, Nathan Phillips
Square (City Hall). Cuban
Dance Bands, Yani Borrell y
Los Clave Kings, plus more
entertainment to be confirmed.
Beer Garden, Cuban Food, Free
Salsa Lessons, Display and
Info tables. All Welcome,
organized by Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association
Toronto, www.ccfatoronto.ca,
416-410-8254 or 905-951- 8499
(Sharon).

Postal W orkers....
continued from page 6
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As uprisings spread across
the Arab world and North
Africa, provoked in part by
social and economic
injustice, migrant workers
from Africa and Asia to this
region find themselves in
difficult circumstances, as
reported in this article from
InterPress Service.

Many of the estimated 20 million
migrant workers in the Middle East
and North Africa are from poor
countries whose leaders have long
failed to put in place mechanisms to
protect their nationals from abuse,
inhumane working conditions,
trafficking and a means for
repatriation during times of crisis.

Migrant rights advocates - and
workers themselves - say their
remittances contribute to
increasing foreign currency
reserves, reducing devaluation of
labour-sending country’s monies,
investments in infrastructure and
the repayment of foreign debts like
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank. But
despite growing complaints of
mistreatment, governments are
unwilling to listen.

“For those in Bahrain, there were
human rights violations previously
but in the current crisis there is
nowhere to go and most of the
embassies are not equipped
enough to take care of their
nationals,” says Mohammad
Harun Al Rashid, regional
coordinator of CARAM (Coor-
dination of Action Research on
AIDS and Mobility) Asia. “These
countries need to provide better
representation in labour- receiving
countries. However, most labour-
sending countries are only looking
at the remittances and not the
working and living conditions of
their citizens.”

Jan De Wilde, coordinator at
the International Organization of
Migration (IOM) office in Tunisia,
says that although evacuation
mechanisms are usually the
responsibility of the employers or
labour-sending countries, in
situations like this the international
community needs to step in and
assist in evacuating third party
nationals before matters get worse.
According to De Wilde, there are
massive amounts of migrants -
mainly from Bangladesh, the

Philippines, Egypt, West and sub-
Saharan Africa - streaming out of
Libya since mid-February at a rate
of 1,000-3,000 per day.

“Many have not been paid and
are having a lot of difficulty getting
food, medical care and many of the
Black Africans have been severely
discriminated against,” says De
Wilde. “People are becoming very
restless, impatient and fighting

amongst themselves because one
group thinks that another group is
being favoured and they’re
becoming very difficult to manage.
The situation is going to become
worse once the summer arrives as
the temperatures are already over
twenty during the day and they’ll
be going up to fifty.”

Mistreatment long
before uprisings

South Asians in Bahrain, mainly
migrant workers from Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, the Philippines, India
and Pakistan, constitute nearly half
of the country’s population of 1.2
million.

Demographics like Bahrain are
commonplace throughout the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states, where the
International Labour Organization
(ILO) estimates migrant workers
comprise nearly forty percent of
the workforce - and in some cases
outnumber the population.

Usman is 43 years old and comes
from the coastal city of Pasni in

Pakistan, where he was a bicycle
repairman. He liked his job but with
three mouths to feed, it was time to
make more money. In early 2007,
Usman travelled to Dubai where he
was hired as a mason assistant.

Eight months into a two-year
contract Usman suffered a severe
injury to his left calf. It occurred
when a crane, on a multi-story
construction site, was hoisting a

crate full of electrical equipment.
The crate had a nail sticking out of
it, and it literally ripped his calf to
shreds as it passed by him.

The construction company
took Usman to the emergency room
where they patched him up. Later
he was given a plane ticket back to
Pakistan and told that he would
receive no further assistance in
Dubai. Before the injury Usman
earned 700 Dirhams ($184 Can.) per
month. The construction company
allowed him to return for 520
Dirhams ($137 Can.) as a cleaner
for the labour camp.

“If I didn’t come back, then I
would make no money, and my
family would suffer,” adds Usman.
“But I can’t work the same things
that I used to work.”

Since the Bahraini government
ordered the crackdown on street
protests, eight migrants have been
killed and 49 wounded, with the
majority of the attacks targeting
the Pakistani community.

Faraz Sanei, a researcher for New
York-based Human Rights Watch
in Bahrain says that although

Indians represent the largest
community in Bahrain with 350,000
migrants, Pakistanis are visible
members of the riot police.

“Before the violence a lot of
Bahrainis when dealing with riot
police complained that they
couldn’t speak to them because
they don’t share the same language
or have limited Arabic. Whenever
there are investigations in villages
there is this us versus them
mentality because of this language
barrier,” adds Sanei. “The migrant
worker issue is not the same as the
Pakistani issue in that there are
many Egyptians, Yemenis,
Jordanians, Syrians and Pakistanis
in the security and intelligence
forces as well as the military that
are naturalized so they are
technically Bahraini citizens.”

“We’re like slaves"
The winds of change, for more

democracy, rights and decent work
taking place in Yemen - as
protestors demand the end of the
32-year rule of President Ali
Abdullah Saleh - bypasses the
approximately 40-60,000 Ethiopian
domestic workers who are forced
to work all day under mental
torment and abuse.

In Yemen, which has an
unemployment rate of 35% and is
one of the poorest countries in the
Arab world, Somali, Sudanese and
Ethiopian female refugees or
migrants work as housemaids for
monthly salary of $70 to $150.

Incidents of violence targeting
female migrant workers during
street protests in Yemen have failed
to make the press, but ongoing
maid abuse has definitely put
countries in the Middle East in a
harsh spotlight.

Angelique, a 26-year-old
domestic worker from Congo,
escaped the conflict in her country
and travelled to Lebanon on a six-
year contract to work as a
housemaid. Woken daily at 5:30
am, she works 18 hours confined to
the apartment, without time off.

“I have only six months left and
then I will go back to the Congo.
You see Madame has cut off all of
my hair. Every day I clean and
cook. I sleep on the floor in the
kitchen and I can’t take any more of
this life,” says Angelique, who did
not want to give her real name for
fear of retribution, speaking from
across the balcony. “Even the dogs
are allowed to go out but we’re
stuck. We’re like slaves here.”

Angelique earns just US$100 a
month, three times below the
minimum wage, and sends all of it
home to Congo.

Being stranded not
new for migrants

Western military intervention
into Libya under the guise of
humanitarian efforts to protect
civilians broke new ground when
NATO warships shelled a Red
Crescent Society centre in
Misurata, which has been catering
to those injured in the ongoing
unrest. However, the dire need to
protect civilians from the refugee
and migrant community seems to
be not high on NATO’s agenda.

But migrant workers being left
stranded by their employers or their
governments are not a new
phenomenon in the Arab world.
During the US-led invasion of Iraq

and the 2006 summer war in
Lebanon thousands of migrant
workers were left to fend for
themselves.

According to the UNHCR,
nearly 140,000 foreign nationals
have fled Libya via land borders.
Including an estimated 69,000
Egyptians. Another 75,000 Asians
and Africans have crossed into
Tunisia, where many remain
stranded.

Libya has been a major
destination for migrant workers
following the 1969 revolution as a
massive influx of construction
workers from Tunisia, teachers from
Egypt and Palestine and health
care workers from Yugoslavia and
Bulgaria poured in to assist in
rebuilding. Twenty years later a
second wave of migrants, mainly
from Asia, sub-Saharan and West
Africa arrived to take advantage of
the relatively high salaries of almost
$300 per month, for unskilled
labour.

Globally, remittances sent home
by migrants and refugees have
become a key feature in the socio-
economic fabric of developing
countries in Africa and Asia.

On the macro level, Dr. Ibrahim
Awad, Director of the Center for
Migration and Refugees Studies
at the American University in Cairo,
says that remittances assist in
reducing chronic trade deficits and
contribute in balancing the
economy in countries like Egypt
due to their reliance and counter-
cyclical nature, which help sustain
consumption and investment
during economic downturns.

However on the micro level,
labour-sending economies could
be at risk from the exodus of
migrants fleeing violence in Libya
as people supplying the labour
take a hit, an increase in the demand
of jobs as unemployed workers
return and reliance on remittances
to spur economic activity as a
means of reducing poverty is
halted.

“The crisis highlights the
reliance of some migrant-sending
countries on remittances. In some
countries remittances constitute
over 30% of the Gross Domestic
Product... Reliance on this money
influx suggests that any reduction
will mainly impact the household
level as well as create external
financing gaps, which are hard to
fill,” said Dr. Awad.

With no end in sight, concerns
are growing amongst some
developing nations that turmoil in
the region could spread to oil rich
Gulf states where foreign labour
accounts for more than eleven
million of the workforce.

But instead of waiting for the
rebellions to die down in order to
send migrants to Libya again or
redirect efforts in locating new
markets, labour=sending countries
should adopt appropriate policy
measures to end reliance on
manpower export and create
incentives that encourage their
nationals to say home.

“Migrant-sending countries
should not rely solely on migration
as a means of solving
unemployment. The issue of lack
of jobs should be solved internally.
Countries of origin should put in
place effective policies for the
reinsertion of returning migrant
workers into their labour markets
by creating decent work where
people live,” adds Dr. Awad. ●

20 million migrant workers in Mid-East, North Africa

Migrant workers in a room they share in the Sonapour labor camp
outside Dubai (Photo: http://marketplace.publicradio.org)


