Prolétaires de tous les pays, unissez-vous! atOskewak @& kitaskinahk mamawent@n Workers of all lands, unite!

people’s

See page 4
Printed in Canada by union labour
on recycled paper 1113-.'\-1
Publications Mail Agreement #40011632

Canadians on

Gaza Boat

Postal Workers hit by

Harper's back-to-work

hammer P&

See photos
and reports
on page 6

nfigaus Peaples Havt the RightdSe- 22z2rminatio
: 3““'& Right to Sunival 1 D'iﬂﬂlt'i nd Well-Rein r

Summer of Pride 10
The annual season of Pride "Why | dld it"

Parades and other events has
started. It's time for the LGBTQ The Senate page who dared to East anq NortiAfrica fac_e
communities and their allies to say challenge the Harp&ory agenda abuseandinhumane working
"no going back" to the bigots and explains her action, and urges others conditions, a_md)f_ten have no
the newTory majority to take a stand and create change. way homeduring times of crisis.

Conservative spy
operation exposed

Immediately after his election in 2006, Prime
Minister Stephen Harper stepped up spying on First
Nations activists across Canada. The operation has
focused on hotspot” communities such as Caledonia,
Ontario (Douglas Creek Estates occupation);
Belleville, Ontario (Montreal/Toronto rail blockade

in sympathy to Caledonia); Brantford, Ontario
(Grand River Conservation Authority Lands);
Desoronto, Ontario (Occupation of Quarry); Grassy
Narrows (blockade of the TransCanada highway by
environmentalists); and Maniwaki, Quebec
(blockade of Route 117). The Tory espionage targets
also include cross-country events such as the
National Day of Aboriginal Action (seen at left in
Vancouver, June 2008).

- Report on page 3 -

12
Migrant workers

Many of the estimated 20 million
migrant workers in the Middle
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Ontario Communist s gear up for October election

in early Augustto block the Toriesso. They also remember who wasNDP defines the main targetin theestates over $750,000.
from forming the next governmentin charge in 2008 when collectiveelection will determine a lot. The Communist Party is

Delegates to a special Ontarid'because they are by farthe greatestgreements were stripped and “The Communist Party will fighting for full employment
convention metJune 18in Torontathreat to democracy, to labour ancdiutoworkers lost half their campaign to block the Tories andpolicies to put Ontario back to
to lay out the Communist Party’sto working people inthis province,” pensions. And they remember whalefeat the right, and will advisework; plant closure legislation and
platform and message for thesaid Rowley. brought in the HST - colluding working people - surrounded bya plan to protect and expand
October 6 provincial election. “The ferocity of the Tory-led withthe federal Tories - to delivercircling sharks - that the bestsecondary industry and
Delegates also condemned backssaultonworkers’jobs, pensiong whopping $9 billion in total outcome inthis election would bemanufacturing; nationalization
to work legislation for postal and living standards and on freecorporate tax cuts last year,”a minority government reliant on and regulation of Ontario’s natural
workers and Air Canada workerscollective bargaining and the rightRowley said. a strong progressive bloc in theand energy resources; investment
as “a frontal attack on freeto strike at the federal level, The NDP under Andrea Legislature and subject to massn solar, wind and thermal energy;
collective bargaining” by Ottawa’s combined with the ferocity of Tim Horwath has a very mixed record public pressure from a people’sand closing down nuclear and
new Tory majority government. Hudak’s platform for Ontario, make supporting back to work coalition of forces outside thecoal fired operations.

The attack on free collectivethe Tories the greatest danger ifegislation for some workers andLegislature. Electing Communists On social issues, the CPC
bargaining and on workers rightsthis election, though they aren’topposing it with others. Forwould fundamentally change (Ontario)is campaigning for social
and living standards began withthe only threat. Toronto transit workers, theypolitics for the better and housing, real rent controls, public
the attack on Canadian “The McGuinty Liberals, were supported back to work legislationqualitatively strengthen the fight child care at a cost of $7 per child,
autoworkers in 2008-09, onelectedin2003toreversetheyearand then opposed essentiafor democratic and progressiveper day, a guaranteed annual
municipal workersin Windsor and of Tory devastation under Mike services designation. Horwathchange in this province,” Rowleyincome above the poverty line,
Toronto, and miners and smelteHarris, are a failure. Instead thehas led the fight against the HSTsaid. substantially increased funding for
workers in Hamilton in 2009-10, Liberals have carried out the saméut has said the NDP will not The CPC (Ontario) is the only health, education, and social
and on workers in basic steel inpolicies in health care andrepeal the HST legislation. party fighting to repeal the programs,andimmediate actionto
2007, up to today’s lock-out in education, and have done nothing Hoping foraprovincial “orange Harmonized Sales Tax and replaceaise living standards and quality
Hamilton. to reverse the cuts which reducedrush”, the NDP is stillatthe bottomit by doubling the corporate of life of Aboriginal Peoples.

“This fightfor labour rightsand the purchasing power of a welfareof the polls, and has not yetincome tax rate, cancelling The complete Communist
standardsis also the fight for publiccheque to 50% of what it was inrevealed its election platform. Thecorporate tax cuts, restoring thgprogram, and the list of candidates
services, for a Canadian industriall995. So much for the Liberals’warNDP’s reluctance to take a firmcapital tax, collecting deferredwill appear on the CPC (Ontario)
and manufacturing base, and foon poverty! More like the stand on the side of labour makesorporate taxes, and introducingvebsite in July. See the nextissue
good jobs, wages and benefits focontinuing war on the poor by theit an unpredictable and weakwealth and inheritance taxes orof People’s Voice for full detaile.
all”, said CPC (Ontario) leader Liz parties of Big Business and the richpartner for labour at a time when
Rowley. “Working people are extremely strength, dependability and

The Party will startits campaign angry at the Liberals, and rightfully durability are key assets. How th
iagara News Bulletin
* Wait staff at tourist restaurants in Niagara Fallswere about tg

- I , 3 .
PV Fund Drive: SOLIDARITY WITH CUPW! Peaple’s Voice Niagara Bureau
strike when management wanted not just a wage freeze but glso to

Like other small business obligation which Canada Postandnovement, and we have done oY keep dipping into their tips, something the workers agreef to
operations, People’s Voice haghe Harper Tories arbitrarily best to build public support for previously in exchange for two-tiered raises to still below mininjum
been affected by Canada Post'slecided to ignore. postal workers, who face relentless wage. The Workers United members voted 100% to strikel and
unilateral decisions, first to cut During the lockout, People’s slanders in the corporate media. bargaining was broken off after two weeks, but then negotigtors
back deliveries, and then by theVoice readers have been acting iWe will continue to stand with | packed down after just one day of arbitration.
lockout of CUPW members, which solidarity with the sisters and CUPW in the struggle against the
completely halted the mail. As thebrothers who deliver each papertdory back-to-work legislation,
union says, the federalgovernmenour subscribers. We have beenmvhich imposes major pay and
has a legal duty to provide mailout at the picket lines and ralliesbenefit cuts on these hard-working
service tothe people of Canada, awith other friends of the labour trade union members.

As we noted in our previous
issue, the lockout has interrupted
deliveries of PV; some readerg

received our June 16-30 issu€, « after a long campaign by activists and local elected officials | the
others have not. The situation has onario Health minister finally agreed to an independent review gf the
also affected our annual Fung Njiagara Health System’s (NH8psure of local emergency room
Drive. Before the lockout, we had| i, tayour of a P3 (public-private partnership) hospital over 30 mirfutes
reached the 60% level in oun g4y by highway. Earlier, ateenagerin a car accident died by the time
campaign for $50,000, but we ar¢ spe was able to get to the emergency room. Niagara’s parafmedic
unable to provide updated figure§ seryice says rather than saving money, the increased ambiilance
in this issue. Some readers have cqsts alone are over $3 million per year. The review will use criferia
brought donations to our offices| geyeloped in part by the Local Health Integration Network, wiich

but a detailed report on the Fund jncjydes the NHS in the first place.
Drive will have to wait for nexttime.

Toronto-areareaders are looking

PV Ontario Bureau

* Instead of asking for more money from the province for upgragli
thelong-term care facility at Welland hospital the Niagara Healt
Systemis asking for money to lay off workers soit can sell theli
to a for-profit corporation. While the money needed to upgradg the
facility will come from private business, the public will pay more infthe

long run for less care, since the facility will now be run for profit.

o Poar Sael

n' HURTS Lyt

Postal workers across the country were delighted to get copies of
the June 16-30 People's Voice, which featured front-page support
for their struggle for the right to negotiate a fair new collective
agreement. (PV photo from the Toronto picket line: Ed Bil)

Davenport Club’s Annual

People’s Voice BBQ

Saturday, July 9, 2-5 pm
58Albany Avenue,Toronto

(first street east of Bathurst, north of Bloor)
Rain or Shine!
$20 per person,
$10 low waged, students

please let us know if you wil
be coming, 416-536-6771

forward to the Davenport Club’s
annual People’s Voice BBQ, on Sat,
July 9, from2to 5 pm, rain or shine

Tickets are just $20/person, or $10 f the biggest fresh water supplies in the world.

for low-waged and students.
Children under 12 eat for free! The
BBQ is at 58 Albany Ave. (east of
Bathurst, north of Bloor). To help
prepare the feast, call the organize
inadvance at416-536-6771.

* 40 mayors from the Great Lakes and St Lawrence River, led
Niagara mayor, are asking Stephen Harper to boost funditepto
up shorelineswater from industrial and agricultural waste. Can
is behind the United States in environmental spending to prote

* Welfare recipients were up 41%since May in Niagara accordin
to Statistics Canada. A local charity official told reporters
“there’s no cushion anymore, people have used up their rese
Sand that caseloads increased over 20%. Including seniors a
working poor, the poverty rate here is now over 18%.

The annual Walk-A-Thon held

by a

hda
tone

g
hat

rves”
nd the

by our Lower Fraser Club
supporters will be on Sunday,

August 14, in Surrey’s Bear Creek
Park. Gatherasusualat11laminthe
picnic area beside the 140 Street

parking lot, off 88 Ave. Lunch

begins atnoon, followed at 1 pm by
speakers and performers. Rides

from VVancouver are available - call
our office at 604-255-2041 for

Here's my contribution
to the PV Fund Drive!

Enclosed please find my donation of $

details. Please mark this event on Name

your summer calendar!

Once again this year, we offer a Address

giftin appreciation of your solidarity.

to the 201 People's/oice Press Fund Drive.

Children under 12 free > For each donation of $100, City/town
. contributors have their choice of a

To he|p us pepae better — —— | PV2011Calendar,aframed portrait Prov Postal Code
- _ ™ | of a revolutionary fighter, or a Sendyour contributionto:

copy of “Great October,” a short  pggple's Wice 706 Clark Drive. ¥ BC. V5L3J1
DVD dedicated tothe GreatOctober ' P ¢ > 010 ark Drive, Encouverst,

Socialist Revolution of 1918.
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Feds escalate First Nations surveillance

itself. The colonization of the launched by the Assembly of Firstthreatening of all to security andconclude that “what the INAC and
prairies is largely a story of theNations was another source ofjovernment forces is coordinatedRCMP briefings show is that there
An in-depth report by Russell emerging Canadian state’s strateggovernment concerns. TheFirstNations action... Their fearisneeds to be unity on the ground
Diabo and Shiri Pasternak,of compelling tribes to sign unfair documents point to “the oftenpalpable where they follow the with coordinated political actions
published recently by The Mediatreaties (invariably broken to adisparate and fractured nature ofrajectory of the Day of Action ... between First Nations Peoples in
Co-op, reveals internal greater or lesser degree), whilghese events,” which can damagéirst proposed by Chief Terranceorderto protect, defend and advance
government documents showingcrushing resistance movementshe public’'s perception of the Nelson at the Assembly of FirstFirst Nation pre-existing sev
thatimmediately after his electionwhich rejected this process. police. The documentsimply afeaNations’ general assembly, whereereignty, and First Nation Abo
in 2006, Prime Minister Stephen At the heart of the new thataviolentresponse by police tahe motion carried.” riginal and Treaty rights to lands
Harper stepped up spying on Firstevelations is the reality that to thisFirst Nations actions could result  Noting the historic government and resources. Divide and conquer
Nations activists across Canadaday, the Canadian state seeks tim solidarity actions across thetactic of “dividing First Nations tactics can only be met with new
The surveillanceis largely focusedchannel all relations with country, such asrailway blockadesnto the “progressive’ Indian Bandsstrategies of alliance-building, and

PV Vancouver Bureau

on grassroots indigenous group#\boriginal peoples through forms outside the control of the AFN. and the backward or “traditional’ by bringing the leadership back
The authors find that “most Indian Bands,” the authorsdown to the land.®

and campaigns, but the news hawhich reject inherent indigenous
also sparked anger from other Firssovereignty and self-
Nation bodies. determination. In fact, aboriginal
Documents obtained by movements and forces based of
Access to Information requestssuch concepts are regarded b=
shows that the Department ofdefinition as outside the boundd ™
Indian and Northern Affairs oflegality. e
Canada (INAC)wasgiventhelead From this perspective, the rolefi i
role to spy on First Nations leadersof INAC is clear. Rather than [F S
participants and outsidefunctioning as a regularfs : Unresatyed
supporters of occupations andyovernment ministry or anf—=——=—= mllll
_LAND

protests. “institution of reconciliation and
B

INAC established a “Hot Spot negotiation,” INAC is closely [FT
L
15

-

%,

3

Reporting System,” which putsintegrated with the state security @
together weekly reports forces, especially the RCMP, with* |
highlighting movements engagedthe mandate of controlling
in direct action to protect their “unrest”.
lands and communities. The Media Co-op article report
As the Media Co-op authorsthat the Harper government
note, “What we see in theseestablished a “Standingf
documents - from the hot spotinformation Sharing Forum,”
reports themselves, to thechaired by the RCMP. This &
intelligence-sharing between“Forum” includes the Canadianfi™y
government and security forces Security Intelligence Service &
is a closely monitored population(CSIS), the Department of
of First Nations, who clearly are Fisheries, Natural Resourcef
causingapanicatthe highestlevel€anada, and Transportatio
of Canadian bureaucracy andCanada, holding weekly
political office.” conference calls*Harper s

INAC focused on conflicts of moving towards a security National Day of Aboriginal Action at the Vancouver Art Gallery in 2008: the Harper Tories are

“growing concern” due to “unrest” paradigm familiar since the War onextremely fearful of such coordinated protest activities. PV photo: K. Cariou
and increasing “militancy”. In a Terrorwas launchedin 2001,” say

briefing to the RCMP, INAC the authors. “The inclusion of
identified “hotspot” communities Transportation Canada at thg
such as Caledonia, Ontariolnformation Sharing Forum should
(Douglas  Creek  Estatesalsoalertustothe commercialthreg
occupation); Belleville, Ontario of blockades to the free tradg
(Montreal/Toronto Rail Blockade agenda. Aboriginal people who
in sympathy to Caledonia); are defending their lands are now
Brantford, Ontario (Grand River treated on aspectrum from criminalg
Conservation Authority Lands); to terrorists.”
Desoronto, Ontario (Occupation The authors report that the)
of Quarry); Grassy Narrows government seems “particularly|

- = AF,

-

. Tories prep are to destroy
Canadian Wheat Board

as grain handling facilities. over,”according to NFU Regio
“The Harper government 3 Coordinator Joe Dama.
The Harper government iscontinues to argue that farmers will ~ Since its formation, the Whe4gt

PV Vancouver Bureau

(Blockade of the TransCanadaworried aboutthe Haudenosaunesg
highway by environmentalists); Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy”
and Maniwaki, Quebec (Blockadeand “Warrior Societies” with an

/ preparing to use its new majoritybe better off without the CWB. Board hasbeengovernedbya15-
to gutthe Canadian Wheat BoardHowever, they have never producednember board of directors, ten pf
warns the National Farmersanyfinancialanalysistodemonstratevhom are elected by Prairi

Union (NFU). this,” points out Boehm. “The only farmers, with another fiv

Agriculture Minister Gerry academic studies on this haveappointed by Ottawa. Sinc
Ritz recently warned that thealways proven thatthe CWB bringstaking office in 2006, th
government intends to removesubstantial benefits to farmersConservatives have tried a wide
bithe  CWB’s  single desk through the power of its single deskange of tactics to eliminate t
t authority to sell wheat and selling advantage. The fact is, theCWB or remove its single-des

barley through legislation. He CWB brings $1.5billionintofarmers authority. But CWB election
s also stated that the CWB wouldpockets every year, money theyhave consistently resulted in |a

continue to be an “option” for would not have otherwise.” majority of single-des
L farmers after the changes, and “The advantage of the singlesupporters, despite governmejnt
L that farmers would be better offdesk to farmers is no surprisericks such as removing votin

of Route 117). “illicit agenda,” such as tobacco
Butthe weekly reports cover all smuggling without paying federal
actions taking place from taxes.
Vancouver Islandtothe eastcoast, The Haudenosaunee/SiX
naming dozens of communities adNations are also seen as a thre
sources of potential unrestbecause of the land reclamation &
organized by “Aboriginal Caledonia, which “continues to
extremists.” serve as a beacon on land claim
Such protests, according toand Aboriginal rights issues
INAC, “are arguably harder to across Canada,” according to th
manage as they exist outsidelocuments. For this reason, th

negotiation processes to resolvauthors say, “hard-nosed,
recognized grievances with dulyexperienced negotiators (have
elected leaders. We seek to avoigresented unmovable positions
giving standing to such splinterfromthe Harper government, which
groups so as not to debase thilikely whythere hasn’tbeen anyj
legally recognized government.” negotiated resolution of the
This fear of aboriginals who situation at Kanenhstaton/
function “outside negotiation Caledonia to this date.”
processes” is as old as the Canada The 2007 National Day Of Action

without the single desk. either,” concludes the NFU rights for many farmers.
“Ritzis not being honest with president. “Patents work the same “The Conservative governmeit
farmers. The factis farmerswon’tway for big corporations. Patentsneeds to respect the directpr
be better off without the single give corporations exclusive sellingelections, the process through
desk, because the CWB won'trights on their products. Why dowhich farmers decide the future ¢f
survive without it,” says NFU you think corporations defendthe CWB. The Conservatives afe
President Terry Boehm. “This their patents so vigorously? It'sshowing contempt towards t
idea of a dual market is a myth.the same with OPEC in the oil sectofarmers who have expressed their
It'sthe CWB with its single desk, and it's the same with Canpotex inviews on the board through tHe
orno CWB at all.” the Potash sector, a point the Bradirector elections, and whose
The NFU points to Australia, Wallgovernmentwas quick to makelivelihoods are at stake. This
where the government removedn Saskatchewan last fall.” totally unacceptable,” says Dam
the single desk of the Australian During the recent federalwarning that the suppl
Wheat Board (AWB) in 2008. election, Ritz said that it was up tomanagement system is the next
Today the AWB no longer farmers to decide the future of theTory target.
exists. It was broken up, withWheat Board. Soon after, Ritz “They have said publicly th
parts sold off to Agrium and reversed himself, stating thatthey are not going to touc
Cargill, two of the world’s biggest changes to the CWB single deslsupply management,” adds
transnational grain monopolies.authority would be legislated.  Dama. “But, privately they arei
This happened despite the fact “Clearly the Conservative negotiationswhere getting rid af
that the AWB possessedgovernment cannot be trustedsupply management is on the
considerable assets, in contrasThey say one thing during thetable, both at the World Trad
to the CWB which has not beenelection campaign, and do theOrganization and with th
allowed to possess assets suobpposite when the election isEuropean Union.®
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EDIT ORIALS

Layton flunks first test

from Quebec, where national sentiments are strongly anti{var.. T
Overall, sixty percent of Canadians cast their ballots for the NDP, : R
Liberals, Bloc Québecois and Greens, parties which in varying

degrees questioned the increasingly aggressive Tory foreign pp Iicy'

policy test-the June 14 parliamentary debate around Libya. In § no Ta
to anti-war sentiments among Canadians, the NDP mdved® &=
amendments to the governmentresolution to extend the war, cpllin 'h "j‘."_*i.;ﬁﬁ
for increased foreign aid to Libya, and prevention of war rdpes &

allegedly committed by the Gadaffiforces. PM Harper happily sejzed* "
onthese amendments to win a 294-1 vote. Layton's feeble arg men'
that the NDP will only support one extension amounts to an offg
back future “regime change” wars on a six-month basis. Similarl

intervenes directly to capture and kill the Libyan leader.
The NDP made a serious error by backing this war. Allowing
U.S. andits allies to carry out the so-called “responsibility to prot o . : .
doctrine gives carte blanche to the western imperialist poweys to N, LT ‘& A R ¥ e
attack other countries at will. The NDP cannot pretend to be an|anti- S O B d 4 X B

war party while voting in favour of war. Jack Layton is looking l¢ss ' : B IS g P = X
like some former leaders of his party, and more like Tony Blair. This ]
dangerous foreign policy. EAKIN " i iri
Fortunately, Green Party leader Elizabeth May refused to giye * SP G The AntIdOte for DeSpalr 1S
- .,
: n; | SZOANN e | Action": GazaBoatdelegate
voted “No”, braving enormous pressure to join the chorug o
unanimous support for the war. Congratulations to May for voig¢ing
others get_beaten and evgary_onehe law and notmovetot_he_back_of
StOI’m WarnlngS on hOI‘IZOh For heavens sake, why are yolbeing deprived of human dignity the bus, or when Gandhi milled his

is a betrayal of Canadians who want the NDP to oppose Harpe

blank cheque to a mission that doesn’t have an exit strategy.

the concerns of millions of Canadians. By Kevin Neish, Victoria, BC guns put to my head, watchingwhen Rosa Parks refused to obey
going back on another flotilla to and basic rights for three days. illegal salt, or when Greenpeace

We've said this before, butit's worth repeating: any idea thaj th&azall” I don'tremember being scared,llegally sailed into atomic bomb
global economic crisis wﬁich broke outin 2008 ha{s been resoiMedis 've heard this comment/ Iremember being outraged, all thetest zones, they broke the State’s

afantasy. The return of corporate profits to the record levels of poduestion repeatedl_y _since Imoresowhenll retL_JrnedtoCar!addaws, buttheywereallmoraIIyright
2008, and the overstated decline in unemploymentrates, are indifat eturned froman Israe_llprlson a_fterto hear Isra_ell—scrlpted qgesnonsand h|stor_y abso_lved them all.
which have been misread by those who claim that capitalisn} ha8€ attack on my ship, thdavi fromth_e mainstream media. ltwas Theflotillaagainstthe bI(_)ckade
been restored to full health. A more accurate view is that the sylste armara, last May. ~ahorrific three days, even thOL_Jgh)fGaza, hasbeen deemed_ illegal by
is entering a fifth year of the crisis, which began with the sefer In a nutshell, 'm returning | expected that ‘my CanadianMr. Harper and we are being sued
contraction in U.S. housing markets in mid-2007. _%ecgu_sethelllegal b_IocI_<adeofGazpassport and white skin wouldby Canadian Zionists to try to
stillin place. The job is not done.likely get me home safe. All | could bankrupt and stop us, but we are

Fears of new turmoil are reflected in the Dow and the TSX, whict® o ; . . .
have declined by 8-10% from peak levels. Some 15% of U.S. wolkelgdotta go back or | couldn’t live think about, was that thedoing the right thing. Someone

remain unemployed or under-employed, counting those who hayith mysetf. Palestinians have gone through atas to do something to makeitend,
givenup Iookiﬁg 1¥orwork The reaIFj?ogless rate is sgi;milarin Canhd And it's all my mom and dad’s this, and much much worse, forand 40 or so Canadians aboard the
U.S. housing prices are félling and consumer debt levels in thd U &ult. As alittle kid, I remember my years and years on end. Tabhrirwilltry to do the right thing,

and Canada are hitting new records. Wages are stagnant, rxist mother_ and father Once you kr]ow something,with a ship full of medicines,
pensions and other benefits are under sharp attack by employdrs IRpeatedly standing up for just‘taken the red pill”, you can't go witnesses and hope, _regardle_ss of
right-wing governments. Add to this the raging debt crisis in Eurppec2USes: They would stand, almoslback_, you can't “take the blue pill” Mr. Harper and his Zionist
and it is clear that serious storms lie ahead. alone in the 60’s, for Cuba, theand ignore what you've seen andsupporters. _

The capitalist “solution” is to continue impoverishing work ,USSR, unions and peace, andvalk away, at least | can't. Hopefullysomeanad|ansfeel
which will only make the next economic decline even ste ejdgainst the Vietnam war, nuc_IearSome_tlmes, | feel that I’d_ give the same way and will support us
Instead, urgent and radical measures are needed to improye _bs, apz_irthe|d South Afn<_:a,anythmg to _take a blue pill _andand be apart ofoureffolrt. Contact
living standards of working people, by reversing the shift of welt ascist Spain and_boqk b_urnlngmove into bl|ssfql ignorance, justyour MP and the media a_nd ﬁell
towards the rich. A real “People’s Alternative” must includ cCarthyl_tes herem Victoria.  forawhile, butthisisn'tamovie, it them howyouf(_eel.Demandjustlce.
combination of expanded public ownership of key industries, higher 1€y risked financial loss, can't and shouldn’t happen. Do the right thing.
taxes on the corporations and the rich, drastic cuts in wa tefBﬁlltI(_:al and social banishmentandn a high school political science  If you want to keep track of the
military spending, and restoration of social programs. Only a unjted? ysical assaults. And in the endclass, which | not surprisingly Canadian Boat to Gaza or make a
mass struggle led by the labour movementand its allies can blo ktH?eey usgally, ev_entually, werefailed, | remember a quote f_rom adonation, check outwww.tahrir.ca.
Harper agenda and achieve these policies. The time to begin is Od%;_)v_en rlght. While | was on the Nuremburg WWII war crimes If anyone wants to keep track of

avithat night last May | thought judge. He said that when citizensne, take a peek at
about them a lot, while watchingare faced with animmoral law, theywww.kevinneish.ca. For infor-

” fellow aid workers be shot, bleedhave not only the right, but anmation onthe Freedom Flotilla2in
PEOPLE S VO’CE anddie allaround me, having Israelobligation, to disobey that law. Sogeneral, see www.freegaza.org.
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. Watch for us sailing to Gaza
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 _ around the 24th of June.
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upcoming voyage. From left, Jase Tanner, Kevin Neish (speaking single copy -

renew today!

, . . . .
People 5 V.Olce artl_cles may be r epr_'mted vylthout atthe microphone), Irene Maclnnes, and Karen Devito. (PV photo:
permission provided the source is credited. K. Cariou)
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No going back: defeat Harper’s bigots!

May 2. Other far-right forces seekhousing, widespread intimidationbasis of sexual orientation orgendeneeded to block and reverse the
to gain power with the aid of at work, and lack of legal identity, alot of progress has beertorporate agenda. Together, we
reactionary, fundamentalistprotections. made the last year on recognitiormust build a powerful coalition
groups, such as the Hudak Tories The demand for trans equalityof LGBTI rights in the world.” around a genuine people’s
in Ontario. The manufacturedmustbeintensifiedbythe LGBTQ The myth that queer rights canalternative - a common front of
This summer, as the LGBTQ outcry againstthe Burnaby Schootommunities and our allies in theonly be won in wealthy capitalist labour, Aboriginal peoples, youth
communities and their allies acros®District’'s new anti-homophobia coming period. But the Harpercountries is shattered by thesand students, women, seniors,
Canada hold Pride events, there ipolicy, and the Toronto Catholic Tories hope to use their newadvances, and by the reality thafarmers, immigrant and racialized
much to celebrate, butalso seriouSchool Board’'s banning of amajority to reverse queer rights ashiomophobic and racist concept&ommunities, environmentalists,
challenges. The Communist Partyesbian comedian from an anti-well as decades of gender equalitare exported from North Americapeace activists, the LGBTQ
of Canada and the Youngbullyingevent, are reminders thatgains by women. Right-wing forcesand Europe. community, and many other allies.
Communist League send warmesanti-equality groups will keep continue to scapegoatthe LGBTQ Today the so-called “war on Ultimately, this struggle in our
greetings, and pledge our solidaritytrying to turn back the clock. community and racialised groupserror” is an excuse to remove civilcommunities and workplaces, in
to the ongoing struggles for full ~ Alarmingly, police-reported hate to divide working class resistanceliberties, and the ruling classis usinghe streets and at the ballot box,
equality. crimes motivated by sexualagainst finance capital, corporatéhe economic crisis to conduct acan defeat the Harper Tories and
These struggles gained moreorientation rose by 18% in 2009bailouts and global environmentalvicious assaultonworkersandhardepen the door to a people’s
new ground in the past year, inaccordingto Statistics Canada, afteplunder. won social equality gains. We mustcoalition government. The goal of
Canada and many other countrieamore than doubling from 2007 to  Globally, the struggle to end thealways remember that “an injury tothe Communist Party is towin fuller
The powerful movement for full 2008.Hatecrimesmotivatedbysexuatriminalization of sexual one is an injury to all.” Just like social freedom and genuine
gender and sexual equalityorientation are often violent, orientation, gender identity andracism, sexism, and nationalpeople’s power in a socialist
continues to break down oldconfirming news of more gay- gender expression faces stubborohauvinism, homophobia andCanada, where our economy will
barriers and prejudices. The righbashings in recent years. Despiteesistance. Violent expressions ofransphobia are weapons to dividdse owned by alland democratically
to same-sex marriage equality ighe “It Gets Better” campaign, mosthomophobia are on the rise in manyvorking people. Equality and humancontrolled. It will then become
being recognized in more U.S.LGBTQ students still report feeling countries, sometimes in responseghts must be expanded to includgossible to eradicate the inter-
states and in other countries. Thensafe at school, and prosecutor® courageous attempts to holdull legal and political protections secting forms of exploitation and
“It Gets Better” campaign hasare often unwilling to prosecutepublic events such as Pridefor sexual orientation and oppressionwhichwe allfacetoday.
given some hope to millions of vicious gay-bashings as hate crimef?arades. Working class queeexpression, and gender identity. We urge you to join us in this goal
gueer and questioning youth who  BillC-389, the historiclegislation people suffer vicious  This demand is not “divisive.” of creating a liberated society in
face abuse and hatred. Torontto amend the Canadian Humardiscrimination, along withwomen It is a vital part of the fightback by which, as Karl Marx said, “the
City Council hasrejected attemptsRights Act by making it illegal to and racialized communities whopeople’s movements. A broadfreedom of each is the condition
by homophobic mayor Rob Forddiscriminate onthe basis of gendebear the brunt of neoliberaldemocratic and social resistance ifor the freedom of all.&
to deny funding to Pride Toronto. equality or gender expression, wagconomic and social policies.
We welcome the continuedadopted by the last House of ILGA,theassociation oflesbian,
expansion of queer-positiveCommons, only to die with the gay, bisexual, trans, intersexeq; |

Pride 2011 statement from
the Communist Party of
Canada and the Young
Communist League

environments in the public realm,dissolution of Parliament before apeoples, reports that 76 United AT
the growing numbers of trade unionwote in the Senate. The struggle foNations member states stillf .
with active Pride and LGBTQ legal equality for transgendercriminalize consensual same-sejutss "

caucuses, and the increase of gayzanadians will now be much moreacts among adults. Infive countries
straightalliances, safe school spacaifficult and complex. punishmentfor homosexuality still
and “Pride proms” in our schools. We are confident in eventualincludes the death penalty. % VY
These and other legal, political andvictory for trans equality, but the  But the ILGA also notes that
cultural victories are the hard-woncost of delaying for years will be “fromthe adoption of marriage laws
results of decades of efforts by theragic. To those who dismiss thein Argentina and Iceland, and th
LGBTQ community and allies. significance of thisissue, we pointdecision of the Brazilian Suprems
Butthis progressis under attackout that trans people are abou€ourt recognizing rights of same
Those who rely on the divisive one-tenth of the LGBTQ sexcivilunions,totheissuing of a
tactics of fear and bigotry have apopulation, and face huge medicaBtatement signed by 85 countrie
powerful new ally - the costs, higher levels of atthe UN Human Rights Council
Conservative majority elected onunemployment, less access t@ondemning persecution on theParticipants in Pride Parade 2010 in Vancouver. (PV file photo)

eruce: #LEGL]
COMMITTEE

f_.j gy \Who's exploited, and does it matter?

example, the debate around A Marxist analysis of modern  This is not always easy to see ahuge investment in other forms of
prostitution and the sex tradecapitalist society shows that thisthe workplace, especially duringcapital - machinery, for example.
Here’s a question to ask theindustry is, on one level, aisnotthe case. Yes, some workerperiods of economic crisis. WhileWorkers in the petrochemical
people you work with: are you discussion about whether certairare better-paid than most, workingsome companies go bankruptindustry tend to be among the
exploited at this job? occupations are by their veryin clean and safe conditions, withothers survive and flourish. Seekinghighest paid in Canada, but their
Probably the answers will vary, nature “exploitive” while others pleasantsupervisors and free latte® expand their overall profits, andlabour generates enormous profits.
depending on pay and benefiare not. Debates about foreigrin the lunchroom. But even thesehe rate of profit at particular Measured by the ratio of the
levels, working conditions, investments - made byworkersare exploited. businesses, the owning class shiftsurplus value” they create, to the
whether the workplace is corporationstaking overCanadian This is not because the bossesapital and investments, squeezeiages they are paid, these workers
unionised, even the attitudes ofssets, or by Canadian-basedre all “immoral” or evil people suppliers and employees for everynay have a higher “rate of
the boss and management. monopolies expanding in other(although many are!). Their nickel, and engage in cutthroatexploitation” than low-paid
Since we live in a capitalist countries - often raise issues aboytersonal motivations have nothingoattles with competitors. While workers in tiny sweatshops or in a
society, the popular understandingvhether such companies areo do with the basic functioning of these titanic business clasheminein Central America.
of “exploitation” is based largely exploiting their workforces. the “private ownership” system.continue, the overwhelming The pointis that exploitation is
on interpretation of these factors. The question of exploitation Under capitalism, employees argoroportion of the population who the “glue” which holds capitalism
If workers receive well below the reflects our basic understanding ohired for one simple reason.mustselltheirlabourto survive aretogether, the process which
average pay in a particularthe nature of society and sociallThrough their labour - physical orall being... yes, exploited. underlies our entire society.
occupation or economic sector, ifthange. Do some workers suffemental - they create “surplus In fact, sometimes the better-Despite any illusions, no section
working conditions are abysmal, if from exploitation, but notothers? If value” - profits which are paid workers are more exploitedof workers is “free”.
the job is non-union and the bosso, we could begin to eliminateappropriated by the owners. than their poorer sisters and Everystruggletoincrease wages
is a slave-driver, people are morexploitation by legislating brothers. How canthis be? Becauser improve working conditions is a
likely to say “yes”, these workersbetter labour standards, these workers are often employedight to shift the balance againstthe
are being exploited. On the flipincreasing wages, and in industries and sectors with aexploiters, to claw back some of the
side, if the pay is “decent”, if compellingemployerstotreat wealth created by workers. As such,
conditions are bearable and theheir workers in a humane these struggles are critical to the
employer treats workers like humarfashion. The adoption of such immediate survival of working
beings, the answer is often “no”,measures would show tha people and our families. But our
they aren’t being exploited. capitalism itself is not true destiny as the working class
This is no idle philosophical necessarily an exploiting liesin agreater vision, the aim of
debate. Deciding whether or notsystem. There would be no a society in which exploitation
particular groups of workers arepressing need to replacer- has been eliminated. This can
exploited can have a direct impactapitalism with another L__._‘-,:.__;ﬁ_ only be achieved by ending
on public perception of the need tesystem based on social capitalisteconomicrelations, and
raise the minimumwage, strengthemwnership and working class creating a new system in which
labour standards protections, opolitical power. workers own the “means of
allow greater ability to conduct Butisthisthereality? Are production.” Far from being
union organizing campaigns. some fortunate workers free “outdated”, this dream is more
The “exploitation” questionhas from the curse of F— = necessary than ever for the
many practical implications. For exploitation? D survival of our plane®

By Clarence Torcoran
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“We will never give up the '
struggle” - Denis Lemelin

pension and a much lower startingnvented the figure of a 17%
pay rate. During the negotiationsreduction in overall mail volumes
they dropped some of theirsince 2006. They ignored the fac
Contrary to the CPC media spinrollbacks, butthey never addressethat 2009 was a record year fo
there was no scheduled meetingany of the union’s demandsprofits. To create the appearanc
between the parties this weekend. toncerning staffing, health andofanemergency they claimed tha
is obvious that CPC managementisafety and working conditions. our rotating strike had reduced
waiting for the back-to-work Throughoutthe process they madeolumes by 50% and costthem $7
legislation thatthey wanted so badlyoffers on issues such as staffingmillion. The same day they raisec
From the very beginning of bar charts and householders onlyhe figure to $100 million. When Sl J ;
negotiations, CPC set the stage bfo withdraw them. Their final offer everything failed they locked usyunion flags flying at June 17 Vancouver solidarity rally
demanding drastic rollbacks. Fromstill contains many rollbacks andout to give the government a
current employees they wanted tao significant improvements. pretext to pass legislation. directimpact of our rotating strikes.legislation. We demand the right
end the WCB top-up for injured In order to set the stage for Unlike CPC we never attackedPeople were still using the postato negotiate and the right to strike.
workers, replace employer-paidback-to-work legislation the postal system or stoppederviceinthe knowledgetheirmailWe continue to receive
retiree benefits with a health carenanagementengaged inaseries pfoviding service to the public. would arrive, perhaps a day latetremendous support from the
spending account, abolish themedia stunts. First they claimedOur one-day rotating strikes werethan usual. CPC’s action ended allabour movement, the NDP, and
seventh week of annual leave anthat our demands would cost $1.4lesigned solely to pressure thef this. They attacked the postamany community allies, including
eliminate sick leave and impose aillion. They refused to explain or employer to negotiate. Before CPGservice to pressure the governmergtudents, women’s groups,
short-term disability plan. For newjustify this figure, but it got them stopped all postal service ando legislate: something thepensioners and anti-poverty
hires they wanted weaker jobthe headlines they wanted. Tdocked us out, only 51% of the Conservative government wasorganizations. Whatever happens
security, fewer benefits, a worseportray themselves in a crisis theypopulation had experienced anyonly too happy to do. inthe upcoming days we will never
In locals across the countrygive up the struggle for our rights.
postal workers are participatingin  The Struggle Continues.
rallies and meeting with politicians  In solidarity, Denis Lemelin,
to try and stop this unnecessaryNational President and Chief
unjust, and counter-productiveNegotiator. e

June 20, 2011, CUPW
Negotiations Bulletin 72

Festriciad Zone

On the picket line in Toronto, June 14 (Photo: Ed Bil)

Back-to-work order: Harper T ories do Canada Post's dirty work

months, Labour Minister Lisa Raitt 2011, 2012 and 2013, and 2.0% irLabour Rights (CFLR) has alsotool is unprecedented,” according
claimed that the two sides have2014. At the current 3.3% rate ofexpressed alarm at thetoVeenaVerma,labourlawyerand
Aswidely expected, the Harperhad “ample time” to reach ainflation, this which would have government'sinterference with theCFLR Board Member. “The Harper
governmentintroduced legislationsettlement. The legislation will cutthe income of workers by atotalfree collective bargaining rights of government’s response to both
on June 20 to order locked-outappoint an arbitrator to chooseof 5.5% after four years. The ToryCanada Post employees, and Aithe Air Canada strike after a mere
CUPW members back to work onbetween final offers from billincludesraisesof1.75%in2011,Canadaworkers. 16 hours - and in the Canada Post
terms highly favourable to the managementorthe union,achoicé&.5%in2012,2%in2013and2%in “It looks like the Harper case - sends a message that free
management of Canada Post. Asbviously stacked against CUPW 2014, leaving workers nearly 6%governmentis treating the Supremeollective bargaining will not be
People’s Voicavent to press, the  CUPW says the back-to-work behind after inflation. Court of Canada’s decision inrespected and government will
NDP opposition in Parliament bill penalizes postal workers and “Imposing wage increases thatFraser, which appears to narrowinterfere to tip the scales on the
pledged to oppose the legislationfewards Canada Post for lockingare lower than Canada Post’s lasthe Charter’s protection of employer's side.”
but it was unclear whether thisout employees and stopping maibffer punishes postal workers for acollective bargaining rights, as a One immediate response to the
would mean more than rhetoricaldelivery country-wide. disruption that was caused by thegreen light for back-to-work bill was a series of occupations by
resistance. The legislation sets wagecorporation’s national lockout,” legislation,” said Judy Fudge, lawpostal workers and their community
Ignoring thereality that Canadaincreases well below thesaid CUPW National Presidentprofessor at the University ofallies, who took over several
Post has dragged its feet forrompany’s last offer of 1.9% in DenisLemelin.“The billwouldtake Victoriaand CFLR Board Member. Conservative MP’s offices on June
$875.50 out of the pockets of an The recent Fraser decision20. They demanded withdrawal of
average full-time postal workerdenied agricultural workers thethe legislation, an end to the
during the four years of the same collective bargaining rightslockout, and a return to collective
agreement. All told, itrepresents aafforded other workers in Ontario. bargaining at Canada Post.
theft of $35 million from postal It did however affirm that Speakingto The Tyee website,
workers and their families.” government interference withAaron Spires, a union member
Lemelin said this heavy-handedexisting collective bargaining rightsinvolved in the occupation of
intervention will damage labour may be a violation of the freedomNorth Vancouver Tory MP
relations for years to come. Theof association guarantee in theAndrew Saxton's office, a critical
last time the federal governmentCharter. issue is the Canada Post plan to
imposed back to work legislation  “Armed with amajority, itlooks establish two-tier wages, with
in 1997, itincluded a provisionthatlike the Harper government isnewly hired workers earning about

By Kimball Cariou

Communist leader condemns legislation

Responding to the back-to-work legislation, Communist
Party leader Miguel Figueroa said “This confirms what we said
leading into the dispute: instead of engaging in serious bargaining,
Canada Post has been counting on the Harper government to
help impose major contract rollbacks. Despite turning a profit
every year, the company has been demanding a huge pay cutfor
new hires, attacks on the sick leave program, and many other
concessionary proposals.

“This attack is part of a broader strategy by the Harper
government to attack the overall wages, pensions and working
conditions of both public and private sector employees across
Canada. This corporate/government drive to boost profits by
slashing the wages and pensions of working people will be the
mantra of the Harper Tories for the next four years. It will take
amassive fightback campaign led by the labour movementand
its social justice partners to block this agenda. We urge the
Canadian LabourCongress, the CSN and all levels of the labour
movement to take emergency steps to begin building such
mobilizations immediately.”

ensured the mediator arbitratowilling to use its political powerto four dollars an hour less than
considered the importance of goodnterfere with the collective current employees.
labour-managementrelations. Thdargaining process and order Similaroccupationsoccurred at
current legislation contains noworkers back-to-work,” said the Edmonton constituency office
such provision. Fudge. “Short-term coercive fixesof Rona Ambrose and the
“The arbitrator whois assigneddo not create the conditions forWinnipeg office of Shelly Glover.
to do the final offer selection will developing long-term solutionsto “We are going to stay in this
not have to live with the results,”the challenges facing Canadiaroffice until the government
said Lemelin. “An imposed workers and employers.” withdraws the lock out and the
settlement will not help the post “Back-to work legislation is a back to work legislation,” said
office in the long term.” blunttool and the speed with which
The Canadian Foundation forthe governmentis resorting to this

see POSTAL, page 11
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GREECE: Replacing economic
democracy with financial oligarchy

23 billion euros, and other foreignconsumer goods, food and everollapse and economic anarchy. policy-making power. The very
investors. The problem was howcredit. If wages cannot be reduced The Greeks refusedto surrendedefinition of a “free market” has
togetthe Greekstogoalong. Newhby “internal devaluation” quietly. Strikes spread from thenow become centralised planning
elected Prime Minister George(unemployment starting with the public-sector unions to become & in the hands of central bankers.
Soon after the Socialist PartyPapandreou’s Socialists seemegublic sector, leading to falling nationwide “I won’t pay” This is the new road to serfdom
won Greece’s national elections inable to deliver their constituencywages), currency depreciation willmovement as Greeks refused téhat financialised “free markets”
autumn 2009, it became apparerilong similar lines to what do the trick in the end. This is howpay road tolls or other publicaccessre leading to: markets free for
that the government’'s financesneoliberal Social Democrat andthe Europe’s war of creditorscharges. Police and other collectorgrivatisers to charge monopoly
were in a shambles. In May 2010Labor parties throughout Europeagainst debtor countries turns intalid not try to enforce collections. prices for basic services “free” of
French President Nicolas Sarkozyhad followed - privatising basic a class war. But to impose suchThe emerging populist consensugrice regulation and anti-trust
took the lead in rounding up 120infrastructure and pledging futureneoliberal reform, foreign pressureprompted Luxembourg’s Prime regulation, “free” of limits on credit
billion euros from European revenue to pay the bankers. is necessary to bypass domestidflinister Jean-Claude Juncker tao protect debtors, and above all
governmentsto subsidise Greece’s The opportunity never had beerdemocratically elected Parliamentsmake a similar threat to that whichfree of interference from elected
unprogressive tax system that haetter for pulling the financial string Not every country’s voters can beBritain’'s Gordon Brown had madeparliaments. Prying natural
ledits governmentinto debt - whichto grab property and tighten theexpected to be as passive in actintp Iceland: If Greece would notmonopolies in transportation,
Wall Street banks had helpedfiscal screws. Bankers fortheir partagainst their own interests as thosknuckle under to European financecommunications, lotteries and the
conceal with Enron-style wereeagertomakeloanstofinancef Latvia and Ireland. ministers, they would block IMF land itself away from the public
accounting. buyouts of public gambling, Most of the Greek population release of its scheduled Junelomain is called the alternative to
The tax system operated as gelephones, ports and transport arecognises just what has beeiranche of its loan package. Thiserfdom, not the road to debt
siphon collecting revenue to paysimilar monopoly opportunities. happening as this scenario hawould block the governmentfrompeonage and a financialised
the German and French banks thakind for Greece’s own wealthier unfolded over the past year.paying foreign bankers and theneofeudalism that looms as the
were buying government bondsclasses, the EU loan package woultPapandreou himself has admittedrulture funds that have beennew future reality. Such is the
(atrising interest risk premiums).enable the country to remain withinwe had no say in the economidouying up Greek debt at aupside-down economic
The bankers are now moving tothe Eurozone long enoughto permitneasures thrust upon us,” saidleepening discount. philosophy of our age.
make this role formal, an official them to move their money out ofManolis Glezos onthe left. “They  To many Greeks, thisisathreat Concentration of financial
condition for rolling over Greek the country before the pointarrivedwere decided by the EU and IMF.by finance ministers to shootpowerin non-democratic hands is
bonds as they come due, andtwhich GreecewouldbeforcedtoNe are now under foreignthemselves in the foot. If there isinherent in the way that Europe
extend maturities onthe short-ternreplace the euro with the drachmaupervision and that raisesno money to pay, foreign centralised planning in financial
financial string that Greece is nowand devalue it. Until such a switchquestions about our economicpondholders will suffer - aslong ashands was achieved in the first
operating under. EXistingto a sinking currency occurred,military and political Greece putsits owneconomy firstplace. The European Central Bank
bondholders are to reap a windfallGreece was to follow Baltic andindependence.” But that is a big “if.” Papandreou has no elected government behind
if this plan succeeds. Moody’sirish policy of “internal Ontherightwing ofthe political emulated Iceland’s Socialit that can levy taxes. The EU
lowered Greece’s credit rating todevaluation,” that is, wage spectrum, conservative leadeiDemocratic Sigurdardottirinurging constitution prevents the ECB from
junk status on June 1, estimating @eflation and governmentAntonis Samaras said on May 27a “consensus” to obey EU financebailing out governments. Indeed,
50/50 likelihood of default. The spending cutbacks (except foras negotiations with the Europeamministers. At issue is whetherthe IMF Articles of Agreement
downgrade serves to tighten thepayments to the financial sector)roika escalated: “We don’t agreeGreece, Ireland, Spain, Portugablso block it from giving domestic
screws further on the Greekto lower employment and hencewith a policy thatkills the economy and the rest of Europe will roll backfiscal support for budget deficits.
government. Regardless of whatvage levels. and destroys society... There iglemocraticreformand movetoward The moralisthatwhenitcomes
European officials do, Moody’'s  What actually is devalued inonly one way out for Greece, thefinancial oligarchy. The financial to bailing out bankers, rules are
noted, “The increased likelihoodausterity programs or currencyrenegotiation of the bailout deal.” objective is to bypass parliamenignored - in order to serve the
that Greece’s supporters (the IMFdepreciation is the price of labor. But the EU creditors upped theby demanding a “consensus” td‘higher justice” of saving banks
ECB and the EU Commission,That is the main domestic costante: To refuse the deal, theyput foreign creditors first, aboveand their high-finance
known as the “Troika”) will, at inasmuch as there is a commonhreatened, would result in athe economy atlarge. Parliamentgsounterparties from taking a loss.
some pointrequire the participationworld price for fuels and minerals, withdrawal of funds causing a bankare being asked to relinquish theifThis is quite a contrast compared

By Michael Hudson,
Information Clearing
House

of private creditors in a debt
restructuring as a precondition fo
funding support.”

The conditionality for the new
“reformed” loan package is that

raising its taxes, lowering its socia
spending - and even private-sectd

pensions - and sell off public land Ji&
tourist sites, islands, ports, wate
and sewer facilities. This will raise
the cost of living and doing
business, eroding the nation’s
already limited export
competitiveness. The banker
sanctimoniously depict this as g
“rescue” of Greek finances. 1
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banks that held 31 billion euros ofAnother huge general strike rocked Greece on June 15, with the communist-led All-Militant Workers
Greek bonds, German banks withFront (PAME) playing a major role in mobilizing the protest against "austerity measures".
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The Human Face

to IMF policy toward labour and
“taxpayers.” The class war is back
in business - with a vengeance,
and bankers are the winners this
time around.

...Greece and lIreland have
become the litmus test for whether
economies will be sacrificed in
attempts to pay debts that cannot
be paid. An interregnum is
threatened during which the road
to default and permanent austerity
will carve out more and more land
and public enterprises from the
public domain, divert more and
more consumer income to pay debt
service and taxes for governments
to pay bondholders, and more
business income to pay the
bankers.

If this is not war, what is®

After a not so pleasant searchrebellion have their cases quasheninposing harsher sentences up
ID or passportand two finger printsdue to irregularities in due procesgo 40 years.

are taken. The food is returned anéhcluding the use of fabricated Liliany’s case is one of up to
you are walked to another buildingevidence. However, because thaine cases that emerged after
where another finger printis takenlatter charge must be heard by @omputerswere seizedinanillegal
At each of these checks your arnspecialised anti-terrorist judgeincursion into Ecuador in which
is stamped; you end up with anLiliany’s charges come under aFARC (popular resistance
waiting to get a number told mearmful. much more complex process ananovement) commander Raul

of Solidarity

By Vinnie Molina, for The
Guardian, newspaper of
the Communist Party of
Australia

outside to getone ofthe firstplacesand search before getting to the
Getting the number is just onedoor of Yard 6. Again you are
o _ step, many check points follow.asked to give your ID, name and
Onmyrecentvisitto Colombia You are searched by dogs and@ddress. Finally the prisoner wha
| visited Colombian trade questioned;ifyou bring food stuffs has been waiting since 8 am gets {
unionistLiliany Obando. She hasjt must be searched thoroughlysee their visitor.
been held at the Buen Pastolou are weighed, pass throughthe Liliany was charged with one
Women'’s Prison in Bogota for metal detector and take your shoesount of rebellion and one count o
almost three years. ~ offbefore passing to a small roomfundraising for a terrorist
The visitis grueling; arriving where you are searched agairorganisation. Rebellionis a“catc
to line up for the visit at 7 am is Finally you are asked who you areall” charge aimed at the political
not early enough. It took four yisiting. Liliany is in the 6th yard opposition, trade union and huma
hours of processing before I sawwhere political prisoners are heldrights activists. Under normal
Liliany through the window in  When they learn that a whole newcircumstances Liliany and othe
Yard 6. People | metinthe queugound of processing begins.  political prisoners charged with Liliany Obando

they sometimes spend the nighThereis stillanother metal detectothe judge has greater leeway irReyes was assassinated with 25

others. The tragic eventof March
1 2008 resulted in a number of
personalities, parliamentarians,
trade unionists and academics
being named and charged using
computer files taken from the
FARC encampment as evidence.
On May 18, 2011 the Supreme
Courtmade acritical finding inthe
trial of former parliamentarian
Wilson Borja who was also
charged with links to FARC. The
judge found the computer files

see Human Solidarity, p. 11
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

UK pUblIC sector that “Some experts believe thenot enforcing labour laws, lack of monthly wages of civil servantstrade unions lashed out at the
- unrest was triggered by thesupport for the funding of andworkerstoLE 700 ($116)inJulygovernment for breaking with
VOWS to Stnke mounting anger of migrantworkers,inspection or protection, the lackhas sparked debated over whetheecognised traditions, by ignoring

many of whom lefttheirhometownsof rights and abuse of migrantthis amount is satisfactory. In athe  opinion of labour
The leader of Unison, Britain’s to seek fortune in the cities, butlabour across the world, butcountry where around 40 per centepresentatives. The decision
largest public sector union,foundseveralyears laterthey wergarticularly in the Gulf States, andof the population is below the does not define the beneficiaries
promises to mount the moststill outsiders.” the exploitation of the mainly poverty line, the decision is clearly, nor the condition of civil
sustained industrial action the In Dadun, which boasts thefemale workforces in the world’s controversial. Many workers haveservants who were not promoted
country has seen since the generahost denim factories in the district,export processing zones. been demanding a figure ofin years, nor the general wage
strike of 1926, vowing not to backthe number of local residents is Acrossthe Middle East, the 2010LE1,200immediately. Instead, the structure, according to trade
down until the government hasabout 7,000, compared to 60,00Annual Survey paints a picture ofgovernment has promised to raiseinionleaders.
dropped its attack againstmigrantworkers. Many have family governments trying to repress theithe minimum wage to LE1,200in  Inoffice since March, the Sharaf
pensions. Dave Prentis, generanembers living with them in people engaged in trying to bettefive years. government has come under fire
secretary of Unison, says the 1.4xtremely crowded rooms. Someheir lives economically through  The pay issue was among théor its handling of domestic issues,
million members willhold waves of former residents have moved outunion representation, better wagepopular demands which triggeredparticularly security and wages.
strike action, with public servicesrenting their apartments to theand collective bargaining. massive protests before theMinisterof Finance Samir Radwan
shut down on a daily basis, rolling In Egypt, the report showsJanuary revolution. Some havehas been accused of issuing an
from one region to the next and( sackings and reprisals byperceivedthe decisionasasignaihcomplete decision when

from sector to sector. “It will be the employers, police violence andgoodwill on the part of Essamdeterminingthe minimumwage and
biggest since the general strike. | numerous arrests as more and mo®haraf’s caretaker governmentleaving the ceiling for maximum
won'tbe the miners’ strike. We are workers joined independent tradeDthers are skeptical about reformgay open, upsetting Egypt’s
goingtowin,” according to Prentis. unions and took strike action.  which do not take the entire wageprevious pay model which was

In an interview with the In Tunisia, the report spotlights structure into consideration. intended to prevent huge gaps
Guardian, Prentis said a the rising tide of social protest Labour experts have criticisedbetween different sections of
settlement looks increasingly| linked to the fight for economic the decision as “arbitrary”, andworkers.
remote after the government rights, and the government
unilaterally set out details of the responding by meddling in the Botswana strike Suspended
new public sector pension schemg affairs of the trade union movement.
onJune 17. The governmentwan In  Bahrain, the report Aftereightweeks of work stoppages, Botswana public sector unions
to raise pension contributions b underscores the recurrent problerguspended their strike action on June 13, hoping that dialogue will be

3.2%, increase the retirement ag ) of unemployment and inequality, resumed and an acceptable settlement reached.
to 66 and move to a career average and the disappearances, arrests The unions walked out on April 18 after negotiations ended in
scheme to replace the final salary and violence directed atdeadlock. After accepting three years of wage freezes to help the
version. The changes amount tanigrants, creating a big incomeindependent trade unionists ovegovernment rebalance the economy, the unions were demanding a 16%
an additional tax on public sectorgap between the two groups.  the past months. increase in wages. This comprised an inflationary adjustment of 14% and
workers, with their additional The problem is related to a 2% salary increase. According to their figures, inflation in Botswana
contributions - a de facto pay cutChina’s “hukou” (household Pa\wer cuts hit has been running at 27.6% for the past three years. In 2007 the government
- used to reduce the deficit ratheregistry) system, set up to reduce said it would award adjustments equivalent to half the rate of inflation
than fund pensions. the mobility of citizens and maintainGreek Sellout each year, but this has never been honoured.

The pension changes come oisocial order. Many basic rights The unions were prepared to accept a 3% offer, on a “pyramid format”

top of job cuts, a pay freeze andand social welfare systems became Greece’s state-owned electrichasis: in other words an increase reflecting the value of 3% but weighted
attacks againstthe National Healtrattached to the “hukou” system.utility, Public Power Corp. SA, towards the lowest paid, especially the working poor. The government
Service. There is growing angerBut after the economic changesegan limited power cuts on Juneffered a 3% increase across the board, so that the gap between lower
overapublic sector pay freeze, anthtroduced in the 1980s, the numbeR0 to selected towns as a strikend higher-paid workers would widen further.
changes which would unfairly of migrants has soared, from 6Gorced nearly a third of the Another point of contention is the government’s refusal to re-instate
penalise women, who form themillion in 1992 to 220 million in company’s generating capacityworkers who are providing essential services. Around 1, 400 such
majority of low-paid public sector 2009. These migrants face manyffline. The power cuts were workers were dismissed for taking part in the strikes, even though the
workers. problems accessing socialordered as rising midday demandsovernment has never issued a list of essential services. Some of those
Prentis said: “I strongly believe services, cultural facilities, healththreatened the overall stability ofwho have accepted a government offer of re-employment now find that
that one day of industrial actioncare and other services if theirthe power grid. Further cuts werethey have been down-graded or re-assigned to remote areas, far from
will not change anyone’s mind inhouseholds are registeredexpected during peak eveningheir families. The Government has also begun outsourcing some of the
government. We want to moveelsewhere. consumption hours. jobs of the dismissed workers to private companies.
towards a settlement. The purpose There is a growing demand for Early that day, the militant
ofindustrial actionis notindustrial reforms in the household registrypower-sector workers’ union, : ; u
action, itis to getan agreement thasystem to eliminate the differencesGENOP, began an open-ende( Many items in our "Global Class
is acceptable and long-lasting. Bubetween rural and urban Chinesestrike to protest privatization plans. Stl’uggle" column are from the
we are prepared for rolling actionThe Guangdong provincial The strike has affected operations :
over an indefinite period. This government unveiled a “scoringat some 16 power plants with a Labour S tart WebSIte’
coalition has got to open its eyesystem”for migrantworkersinJunecombined capacity of 3,750 WWW .labourst ar[_org
and see that in just reacting to 2010. Migrantworkers can qualify megawatts, and representing
Daily Mail view of the public sector for urban household registration,roughly a third of PPC’s total power

they are walking into atrap of theirbased on educational background;apacity. ; ; - \
ownmaking.” skill level and participation in  Last year, Greece narrowly Send me Informatlon on the _n:‘ﬁ)
He also called on the Labourcharitable activities. avoided default on its debts after CommuniSt Party Of Canada%

party to support the unions’ battle Todate, 104,000 migrantworkers110 billion-euro bailout from the
against the pension changeshave qualified for urban EUandthe International Monetary _ _ _
saying that remaining silent will registration, butthere are 26 millionFund, and is now seeking anothef The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of

“become an issue”. migrants in Guangdong province,100 billion euros to cover its| fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.

indicating the huge scale of theborrowing needs for the next thres ;g:iggigoﬁsﬁizzZséeittgzgrrggs‘:;”:f:;figh?}ﬁ%‘g”Ssévgjrtmg';qtgz ég:rte
“Time to Improve" problem. years. As part of those loans, th¢ "o 'across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
. . . PASOK _gove_rnment is pushing movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
lives of migrants Global repression ahead with a five-year program off - gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of

) ; cutbacks, layoffs andtaxincreasep socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
A June 18 article by severalof union nghts which puts the economic costs o .

writers for China’s Xinhua news “austerity” squarely on the Central Committee CPC
agency warns thatlabour unrestin Colombia and the Americasshoulders of working people. 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

the country’s south points to anmaintaintheleadinagrimrecordof The government is also| 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pce.ca>  www.communist-party.c

urgent need toimprove the lives ofrepression of workers involved inrenewing its privatization plan, | o, communiste du Quebedsection du ~ Ottawa CPC

millions of migrantworkers. trade union activities, says latestvhich includes steps to reduce th@ parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
The reportlooks at the situationworld Annual Survey of violation state’s holdings in PPC to 34% a3o5n9tré\zlegg PHa;C\} iggf ¢ Manitoba Committee CPC

around Guangzhou, where 80®f trade union rights released afrom 51% currently, and to cut its i Dea@eno. 4| 438.338. 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
ot al g A ’ Email: pcq@cpc-pcc.carél: 438-338-8890 Telffax: 204-586-7824

million to 1 billion pairs of jeans are the 100th ILO Conference. stake in other state-owned ;. -ommitee crc '

produced every ayear, accounting Covering the year 2010, andenterprises. Parliament is due tq 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 g;éi‘\fig C‘fet-hC:C Toronto. MaK NG

for 60 percent of China’s jeanconducted in 143 countries, thevote on the plan by June 30, whilg| Tel: 604-254-6836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net £205 P80 80T /e TOrOMe:

production and 40 percent of jearAnnual Survey reveals: 90 murdersstrikes and protests continue tq Edmonton CPC

. .. . i Hamilton Ctee. CPC
exports. of trade union activists (49 inrock the country. i 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
On the June 11-12 weekendColombia alone), another 75 Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ?3@"&8?5(2?'9'%88'; 2K3
angered by reports of mistreatmentecorded death threats and at IeaEgypt to rai se Calgary CPC Atle.mt'c Region CPC
Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, ! !

of a pregnant migrant vendor,2,500 arrests atleast5,000 sackings <7 |
migrantworkers took to the streetspf unionists because of unionmNiMuM wage

with some hurling bottles and activities.

bricks at government officialsand The global trends highlighted The Egyptian government’s )
police vehicles. Xinhua reportsinthe survey include governmentsecent decision to raise minimum

Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOx 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Tellfax: 902-542-7981
Saskatchewan CPC

Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
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Colombian Court blocks “F ARC-politica” red scare

from Alberto to Raul Reyes) “I

report to you that a Colombian
living here in Sweden for 15 years
wants to enter the organization.”

Reporter Dick Emanuelsson
writes regarding Perez Becerra: “If
the decision of the Supreme
Judicial Court takes effect, the
Swedish journalist could soon fly
offto Swedento join up with family
and friends.”

Emanuelsson explains that the
Colombian military employs “some
of Colombia’s best journalists.”
They are busy at “creating,
modifying, and manipulating

: escapedto Swedenin 1993to sa
By W.T. Whitney Jr. his life. There, he edited the lefis
Colombia’s Supreme Judicial ANNCOL (News Agency for the
Courtissued a “writof prohibition” New Colombia) website. He had
on May 18 in the case of formerflown from Germany to Caracas,
congressman Wilson Borja, thusonly to be captured on order o
ending investigation and President Chavez atthe request
potential prosecution on ColombianPresidentJuanManu
allegations he had connectionssantos. He was delivered to
with the leftist Revolutionary Bogota prison.
Armed Forces of Colombia- ElTiempaovered hisarrivalin
People's Army (FARC-EP). Bogota: “This man who came into
“After that decision,” a former public view thanks to information
prosecutor told AFP news, “thefound in the computers of Raul
information from those computersReyes belonged to the general sta
cannot be usedin any other judiciabf the International block of the

proceeding.” FARC.” . archives so they can be used
Alfonso Gomez Mendez was El Tiempo cited quotations - : - : — specifically as “proofs’ against

referring to files contained in supposedly taken from FARC Colombian police escort Joaquin Perez Becerraas hearrivesin - gpposition forces.”

computers belonging to FARCemails. Examples include: Bogotaon April 25, after being deported from Venezuela. Wilson Borja, vindicated,

leader Raul Reyes seized by théundated, from FARC leader Ivan plans to seek satisfaction from

Colombian military on March 1, Marquez) “It's necessary to meet(June 27,2002 from Olga Marintohave been received: Albertoex-Attorney General Mario
2008 in Ecuador. The so-calledas soon as possible to defindRaul Reyes) “Juan Antonio has(name for Perez Becerra) $2000lguaran, the Colombian state, and
“magical computers” withstood urgent logistical business,” or,no Money. The following drafts Lucas $2000,” or (June 1, 2004the mediae

a Colombian air and ground

attack that killed Reyes, other

quenias. andvisingmexcan | dja’ S communist s assess Bengal defeat

Within months, dozens of other
governmentopponents were bEingspecial to PV 41% of the total popular vote.  radical West Bengal by turning thecontinued, killing another fourteen
investigated. Journalists, Elections were also held in threestate into an agricultural backwaterLeft Front members and injuring
unionists, political leaders, and A month after the communist- other states, including Kerala, Buta combination of mistakeshundreds more. Scores of Party
officeholders have endured judicialled Left Front government of Westwhere aleftalliance andright-wingcost the Left Front valuable and trade union offices have been
hearings and ongoing probesBengal went down to defeat, theparties have alternated in office forsupport. Many peasants in theattacked or captured, and many
Charges center on “rebellion” andleadership of the Communist Partymany years. Thistime, the leftwasaffected areas objected to thectivists have been driven from
association with terrorists, of India (Marxist) metonJune 12 innarrowly defeated in Kerala. projects, and in one case, policeheir homes, but the new
specifically leftist insurgencies. Hyderabad to review the results. Initsreview, the CPI(M) Central killed a number of protesting government has taken no steps to
The victims are all people who  The Left Frontwasfirstelectedin Committee noted the “concertedvillagers. The Left Frontraised thecurb the attacks.

have called for a political solution 1977. These 34 years sawimportargffort to ensure a gang-up ofproposed land purchase pricesand A “long and arduous struggle”
to the decades of armed conflicigains for the peasants and workerdisparate political forces rangingtook steps to crack down on policdies ahead, said CPI(M) leader
in Colombia. Many, like Borja, in Bengal, including India’s most from the extreme right to theabuse, but the tragedy gaveéPrakash Karat in a recent
work with the left coalition, comprehensivelandreforms,awidéVaoists to isolate and weaken th@pposition forces a powerful commentary.

Alternative Democratic Pole expansion of local democraticLeftFront.” rallying point. Karat gives a sharp response to
(POLO). In the midst of anti- governance, and measures to DespitetheachievementsofLeft The Central Committee reviewwhat he calls “another form of
terrorist frenzy, Borja and peaceimprove living standards. Front governments, the CC saidalso identified “organizational attack”, the attempt to slander the
movementleader Piedad Cordoba But in recent years, the Left“there were shortcomings anddefects and shortcomings whichentire record of the Left Front and
were deprived of their seats inFrontsuffered setbacks at the localveaknesses in some of the policiesave alienated various sections ofo claim that its earlier victories
the Congress and Senatand central levels. A terrorand measures adopted for the¢he people” and launchedwere due to the repression of

respectively. campaign by Maoists and right-welfare ofthe people. The mistake$corrective steps to be taken at th@nyone who opposed the CPI(M).
The witch hunt - so wingforceskilled hundredsofleftwith regard to Singur and political and organizationallevel.” “These critics conveniently
characterized by many - swept ugactivists. This campaign became &Nandigram proved costly.” Despite its problems, the Leftforget that in every assembly

TeleSUR journalist William Parra, bitter struggle between the Left This conclusion points to the Front polled about 19.5 million election since 1977, the anti-Left
Communist Party newspaperFrontand the Trinamool Congressfforts by the Left Front to votes, andthe Bengal communist®pposition has got less than 40%
editor Carlos Lozano, POLO partyled by MamataBanerjee, whostrengthen the economy of Westnd their allies reject the idea thabfthe vote atany time,” said Karat.
Senator Gloria Ramirez (alreadyhas also been the railways ministeBengal. Facing limits on gainsfromthey have become “politically “The CPI(M) and the Left Front

absolved through court action),in the central government. its progressive agricultural policies,irrelevant.” The CPI(M) statement had aremarkable record of winning
and peace protagonistand former Under the slogan of “change”,the government decided topledges to “continue the strugglebetween forty five to fifty per cent

presidential candidate Alvarothe TMC won 184 seats to 62 forpurchase areas of rural land tdorthe working class and the toilingofthe vote in all previous elections
Leyva Duran. Unionist Liliany the Left Front parties. (The Indianestablish industrial projects. Thepeople against neo-liberal policiesowing to their deep roots among
Obando and academician MigueNational Congress took anotheristrategy was to increaseand to defend the historic gainghe people and the popular support

Beltran ended up injail. Computer42 seats, and smaller parties woemploymentandto defeatthe centradchieved by the people.” that they commanded particularly

revelations fuelled accusationsfive.) The Left Front slipped to government’'s attempt to isolate Since the election, violence hasn the rural areas.”

of Venezuelan and Ecuadorian Itis notaccidental, Karat noted,

government complicity withthe ” . . that the highest voter turnouts in

FARC. Urge for change” exploited by anti-lef ~ tforces  indiaare in west Bengal, Kerala
The Supreme Court based its and Tripura, states where

ruling on the State’s inability to From a commentary by unity of all sorts of anti-left forces needs to be tackled, not when weommunist-led land reforms “have
establish a judicially Compete”tShameem Faizee. in New played an important role in thecome back to power, but in ourbroken the old landlord structure

chain of custody for IaptopsAge weekly of the defeatofthe LF. Itturnedinto a bi-total approach regarding our workand expanded democracy... It is
remaining in military rather than Corﬁmunist Party of India polarwar betvyeen th_e Leftand theamong minorities. the agents of the dominant classes
law enforcement hands for thl’eeone of the Left Front ’ rest. Though it won just 62 seats, Similarly, the question of and vested interests who seek to
days after their seizure. partners in West Bengal its poll share is 41 per cent. industrialization needs thoroughtarnish and distort this democratic

Over two years earlier, the But that should not lead us toand deep thinking. At the time ofrecord of the Left.”
International Police Organization ~ The two Communist parties andthe faulty conclusion that thereNandigram,the CPInationalcouncil In West Bengal, Karat said, the
INTERPOL reasoned similarly in their other Left partners havehas been no shifting of sides bypassed a detailed resolution on th€PI(M) will defend the gains
discounting the reliability of the rightly said that the big defeat incertain segments of the electorateguestion of protecting the cultivableachieved over the last three
computer generated evidence. West Bengal needs deepMostobviousshiftisinthe Muslim land and rehabilitation of the decades: “Given the class nature
The Court made no referencentrospection and review of ourcommunity that constitutes 27 petuprooted peasants. We musbfthe ruling alliance, there will be
to earlier testimony from Police performance in all spherescent of the electorate in the statestrictly adhere to the two basicefforts to undo the land reforms
Captain Ronald Coy that theincluding political, governmental Even after voting against the LF formulations of that resolution; and undermine the gains achieved
computer files in question wereand organizational... anordinary Muslimwillbe ready to First, governments should nothavésy the working people. We will
word documents, not emails, Thereare the basicissues of ouswear thatitis only the Communistsight to acquire land for purposesdefend the land reforms and the
thereby susceptible toconnectivity with the masses, thewhose commitment to secularismother than building infra-structurerights of thebargadars (share-
manipulation, which he transparency in administration,can not be questioned. But thenand public utilities. For other croppers)and agricultural workers;
admitted to. arrogance of power andto a certaisecurity of life and property that purposes, the rule of market shouldhe workers will be better organised
The FARC computer files have extent corruption that has crept irthe LF government has providedapply. Secondly, acquiring orto fight for their rights and all
long held sway in the Colombianour outfits at different levels on to them in all these years of theirpurchasing of multi-crop land mustsections of the working people in
media. Reporting April 25 by which Left needs to introspectrule is not enough. Like others,be avoided to the extent possibledefence of their livelihood. The
Colombia’s biggest dailyEl since the masses that supportethey too need to share benefits ofhough we have lost power inlegacy of secularismand communal
Tiempoon the arrival of the “the us all these years are gettinglevelopments. Unfortunately, theBengal because of widespreadarmony has to be protected and
FARC ambassador in Europe”disenchanted. There is growingLF, despite repeated reminders bynisunderstanding on this questionthe divisive forces out to disrupt
journalist Joaquin Perez Becerraurge for a change that has beepartnerslike CPlignoredtheirurgethe issue still needs urgentthe unity of the people and
who holds Swedish citizenship, isexploited by the unexpectedlyfor basic requirements like attention, as several Nandigraméntegrity of the state countered.
aprime example. more united anti-left forces thiseducation, public health andand Sangurs are coming up inAll this will be accomplished by
Perez Becerra, a UP city official,time. If one goes by the figures, theemployment This is one area thatlifferent parts of the countrye.  strengthening the Left unity#
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Why | did it: the
Senate page’s protest

By Brigette DePape capable of equal, or far moreremindgr, it was a success.
Toronto Star Jun68’ 2011 Courageous, acts. _ Media and pc_>I|t|C|ans have
' ’ | think those who reacted with argued that | tarnished the throng
I am moved by the excitementexcitement realize that politicsspeech, a solemn Canadia
and energy with which people fromshould not be left to the politicians,tradition. | now believe more in
allwalks of life across this country and that democracy is not justanother tradition - the tradition of

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker
Tahrir

Musicians contributed to the atmosphere of hope and solid
among Toronto supporters of the Canadian Boat to GaZaa(tini)

v

> Musicians sing out for
L
arity

greeted my action in the Senate.
One person alone cannot
accomplish much, butthey must aj

ordinary people in this country
fighting to create a more just ang
sustainable world, using peacefu

at a June 9 fundraising dinner for Freedom Flotilla Il delegates

Adamson and Robert Lovelace. Guests at the Friends House i

direct action and civil
disobedience.

Onoccasion, that tradition hag
found an inspiring home within
Parliament: In 1970, for instance

least do what they can. So | held
out my “Stop Harper” sign during
the throne speech because | felt
had a responsibility to use m
position to oppose a governmen
whose values go against the agroup of young women chained
majority of Canadians. themselves to the parliamentary
The thousands of positiveabout marking a ballot every fewgallery seats to protest the
comments shared online, theyears. It is about ensuring, withCanadian law that criminalized
printing of “Stop Harper” buttons daily engagement and resistancegbortion. Their action won
and stickers and lawn signs, andhat the vision we have for ournational attention, and helped
the many calls for further actionsociety is reflected inthe decisionpropel a movement that
convinced me thatthisis not merelymaking of our government. eventually achieved abortion’s
a country of people dissatisfied Our views are not representedegalization.
with Prime Minister Stephen by our political system. How else  Was such an action
Harper's vision for Canada. could we have a government thatappropriate”? Not in the
Itis a country of people burning 60 per cent of the people votecdconventional sense. But those
with desire for change. If | was against? A broken system is whatvomen were driven by insights
able to do what | did, | know thathas left us with a Conservativeknown to every social movement
there are thousands of othergovernmentreadytospendbillionsn history: that the ending of
on fighter jets we don't need, toinjustices or the winning of human
pollute the environment we wantrights are never gifts from rulers o
protected, to degrade a health-cargom parliaments, but the fruit of
system we want improved, and tostruggle and of people power in
cut social programs and publicthe streets.
sector jobs we value. As a page, | Actions like these provide the
witnessed one irresponsible billanswer to the Harper government
after another pass through thé&VhenHarpertriesto push through
Senate, and wanted to screamolicies and legislation that hurt
“Stop.” our communities and country, we
Such a system leads us to feedll need to find our inner activist,
isolated, powerless and hopelessand flow into the streets. And what
thousands of Canadians made thas a stop sign after all, but a nod tq
clearintheirresponsesto myactionthe symbol of the street where &

other
voices

alternatives. We need a remindeon the Harper government?
that we have both the capacity to I've beeninspired by Canadiang
create change, and an obligatiotaking action, and inspired too by
to. If my action has been thatmy peersrising up in North Africa
and the Middle East. |am honoureg
to have since received a messag
from young activists there, saying
that we need not just an Arab

Albertina Sisulu, 1918-201 1 ar we neca rot st an 4

Albertina Sisulu, one of the the couple’s five children alone, neqpie power to combat whateve
key figures of the struggle for aspending months in jail herself j|is exists in each country.
democratic South Africa, diedonand having her movements | have been inspired most of
June 1atthe age of 92. An Africarrestricted. all by Asmaa Mahfouz, the 26-
National Congress statementsaid During the 1980s, she was a year-old woman who issued a
Sisulu“dedicated all her life to the leader of the United Democratic yideo calling for Egyptians to
ANCandtothe defeatofapartheid=ront, the anti-apartheid coalition jin her in Tahrir Square. People
and ushering in of constitutionalwhich broughttogetherthe ANC i ang they together made the
democracy in South Africa.” The with labour and community Egyptian revolution. Her words
South African Communist Party groups. She also was a leader iny;| always stay with me: “As
paid tribute to her as “a greatthe ANC and the ANC Women'’s long as you say there is no hopg
revolutionary and patriot of our League. Inthefirstpost-apartheid hen there will be no hope, but if
people.” election held in 1994, shewon a v go and take a stand, the

Trained as a nurse, Albertinaseatinthe new parliament, serving there will be hope.”

Brigette DePape

We need a reminder that there arpeople amassed can put the brakes,

I in Treme a TV series set in post-Katrina New Orleans. He has

Kasstan moved the audience with a powerful version of|her
composition “Those Who Would” and young vocalist Kimberley
Howell impressed with a Sarah Harmer cover. The event feajured
powerful speeches from Holocaust survivor Suzanne Weisg and
Christian Peacemaker James Loney, as well as greetings from Robert
Massoud, director of Toronto’s Palestinian cultural centre Beit
Zatoun. Lyn Adamson summed things up: “It was lovely to feelthe
energy of support from that room. We’'ll take it with us on our trip!”

Palestine’ s Amandla moment

Amandla (“Power”) was the rallying cry of the South African peagple
during their long struggle against apartheid. In the 1980s, tharnjks in
part to musicians like Peter Gabriel (“Biko”), Special AKA (“Free
Nelson Mandela”) and Steven Van Zandt (“Sun City”), the wofld-

release the upbeat single “Freedom for Palestine.” Featured
include Maxi Jazz (Faithless), Dave Randall (Slovo), Jamie Ca
GiantLeap), vocalist LSK, and South Africa’s Durban Gospel CH
Proceeds go to War On Want (a trade union charity) exclusively for
projects in Palestine. Other supportersinclude: Stop the War Coalition,
" Palestine Solidarity Campaign and Jews For Justice in Palesting. Buy
the song and spread the word. For more info: www.waronwant,.org.

Major league baseball’'s hypocrisy

Guitar great Carlos Santana was booed by Atlanta fans on M
for talking about civil rights at major league baseball’s annual “d
t Rights Game.” Santana was accepting baseball’s “Beacon of Ch

hy 15
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“award when he slammed the host city and the state of Arizor]
passing immigration bills that discriminate against Latinos. He
referring to Georgia’s draconian Bill HB 87, signed into law
Governor Nathan Deal justtwo days before, and inspired by Arizg
Bill SB 1040. “l would invite all Latin people to do nothing for abg
two weeks,” Santana told the crowd, “so you can see who reg
running the economy.” Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig left
building long before the guitarist appeared at a post-game
conference to elaborate on his views. The game’s head hd
| stubbornly refuses to heed calls to move the upcoming all-star
from Arizona. Kudos to Santana, a supporter of the cultural bo
of Israel, who once again shows himself to be an artist with a
sense of social justice.

e

Steve Earle sings for New Orleans

Earlier this year the Obama Administration made the appa
P decision to allow offshore oil drilling to resume without additio
environmental protection. Grammy-winning musician and act
Steve Earle pointed outinaMay 13 interview on Democracy Noy
» equally appalling fact that Louisiana is the only coastal state
does not collectroyalties from drilling. Earle, 56, has been appe

ling
nal
Vvist
vthe
that
aring
just
releasedill Never Get Out of This World Alive,new CD of original

was deeply involved in anti- fouryears. Several of her children
apartheid campaigns, includingcontinue to hold prominent
thelaunchin 1955 of the Freedonpositions in South Africa’s
Charter, which proclaims “South government and diplomatic
Africabelongstoallwholiveinit, service.®
blackandwhite.” She was aleader

of the famous 1956 march on

Brigette DePape has started 3
fund to support peaceful direct
action and civil disobedience
against the Harper agenda:
www.stopharperfund.ce

Pretoria opposing the extensior
to women of pass laws which
restricted the movement of black
South Africans. The slogan of
the 1956 marchwas, “You strike g
woman, you strike a rock.”
Albertina’s husband, Walter
Sisulu, who died in 2003, spent
25 years in prison on Robben
Island with Nelson Mandela,
whom he had brought into the
ANC. Mandelawas the best mar
when Walter Sisulu married
Albertina Notsikelelo in 1944.
While Walter was on Robben
Island, Albertina Sisulu raised

In our June 1-15 issue,
we made anunfortunate
errorinthe photo credits
listing the names of
performers atthe United
May Day Committee
event held in Toronto.
The poetin the photo at
right is well-known
activist Charles Roach.
We apologize for this
mix-up!

Correcting an error ...

=

|

.

m is
vith
Earle
5SiC
ker

songs recorded in the Crescent City. A highlight from the albu
“The City,” a poignant anthem for the people of New Orleans

horn charts by local great Allen Toussaint. Readers can watch
perform an acoustic version of “The City,” as well as his cla
songs “Christmas in Washington” and “The Ballad of John Wa
Lindh” at www.democracynow.org/.

Leon Rosselson’ s BC & Toronto gigs

Acclaimed U.K. singer, songwriter, author and activist Lg
Rosselson willappear atthe Vancouver Island Musicfest (July 7
the Vancouver Folk Festival (July 15), as well as giving five o
concerts in BC. Several will be with folk artist Robb Johng
including a June 22 performance in Vancouver of “The Liberty Tr
their narrated song cycle about the life of revolutionary demg
Thomas Paine. Rosselson will conclude his visit to Canada W
concert at Toronto’s Beit Zatoun on August 6. Don’t miss this ¢
progressive artist, of whom it has been said “he has the pass
Brel, the commitment of Brecht, and the wit of Lehrer.” For mpre
information about Rosselson’s itinerary  vigit

www.leonrosselson.co.uk. Look also for the 2010 Guardian a%icle
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celebrating his 50th anniversary as a performer: www.guardian.go.uk/
music/2009/jun/05/folk.
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Surrey, BC

People’s Voice Walk-A-Thon,

Sun., Aug. 14, meet 11 am at
Bear Creek Park (140 St. parking
lot at 88 Ave.), walk 12 noon,
lunch and program 1 pm. For

. . . . . ) info, call 604-254-9836.
By Mark Haley affiliate of the Canadian Peacenormalize military interventions,

Alliance, distributed the following militarize our society, recruit our ERVZTg(e(e]\Y/] #2163
Delegates to the bi-annualstatement at the Dragoonsyoungand vulnerable citizens and : :
Southern Interior Peace Coalitioncelebration: justify the largest military budget pecial General Meeting of
w L COPE (Coalition of Progressive
conference were treated to a “We oppose the old wars insince WWIL.
di . W : - Electors), Sunday, June 26,
isplay of armed troops and tanks/ietham and Irag, we oppose the “The biggest beneficiary of the
. . ' . ; ~..~ Japanese Hall, 487 Alexander
in the streets of Kelowna recentlycurrent wars in Afghanistan andtragic ten year Canadian military : . :
“ - . . . St. Registration 2 pm, meeting
as “Freedom of the City” was re-Libya andwe oppose the next wargntanglement in Afghanistan has%
. --L ethe !/ . pm, ph. 604-255-0400.
proclaimed for the B.C. Dragoon’s- likely somewhere in Africa using been the narcotics trade and ye
hundredth anniversary. our brand new F-35 bombers. Andhe BC Dragoons ask us toStop DeltaPort Free Trade
Conference participants fromwe oppose the sinister spectacleelebrate their participation andZone, Tues., June 28, 7 pm,
Grand Forks, Vernon, Penticton,of tanks rolling down our city the government of Canada s agaity 2ncouver Community College
and Kelowna, who had beenstreets. talking about extending the DowntownCampus, Room420.
discussing the “Arab Spring”and  “The resort to armed force is mission’. Alsoin Delta: Wed., June 29, 7
related topics during the morning'salways accompanied by noble “Though Canadianslike tothink PM, Ladner Pioneer Library,
session, heard a General explainhetoric about protecting of our foreign policy as benign, as#683- 51 St. hosted by Council
thatin formertimes the appearanceulnerable populations, bringing part of NATO we are allied with a of Canadians, 604-340-2455.
of armed troops on city streets hadlemocracy and freedom andailing ex-superpowerthatengagedMoncada Day Celebration,
been considered a “fearsomeénsuring human rights. The grimin  extrajudicial “targeted Sunday, July 24, Chilean Co-
thing”. The B.C. Dragoons are therealities of resource control, ‘regimeassassinations” and refuses top,3390School Ave., sponsored
only group to have received thechange’ and enormous profits forenounce nuclear weapons. Théy CCFAVancouver, for details
Freedom of the City award, themilitary contractors lurk beneath$30 billion purchase of fighter call Ray, 604-254-1350.

city’s highest honour. the rhetoric. bombers can achieve NOpuumm—m

Alongside the B.C. Dragoons “Ourtax dollars are being spenthumanitarian purpose. It prepar
fresh-faced Cadets were revieweth a huge propaganda campaign tas for endless wars# 22nd annual Cuba Friend-
by the Kelowna Mayor. “They are shipment caravan , send-off
part of an organization dedicateg Sat, July 2, 2 pm, Charleswood

to devel_oping citizenship andfg . Mennonite Church, 699 Haney
leadership among young men ang St., info Manitoba-Cuba

Solidarity Committee 783-9380.

Kelowna anti-war activists confront troops in their city.

Tanksandtroop sinKelownastreet s

What's Left

2nd International Cop-
watching Conference, July22-
24. For information visit http://
conference.winnipegcop-
watch.org/ or204-942-1588.

Toronto, ON

Davenport Club Annual
People’s Voice BBQ, 2-5pm,
Saturday, July 9 (rain or shine),
$20/person, $10 low waged &
students, childrenunder 12 free.
58 Albany Ave. (first street east
of Bathurst, north of Bloor). To
help us prepare better, please
let us know if you will be coming,
ph.416-536-6771.

Salsa in the City Square,
16th Annual Toronto-Cuba
Friendship Day, Sat., August
27,1-8 pm, “CUBA - FRIEND
TO THE WORLD”. Free
admission, Nathan Phillips
Square (City Hall). Cuban
Dance Bands, Yani Borrell y
Los Clave Kings, plus more
entertainmentto be confirmed.
Beer Garden, Cuban Food, Free
Salsa Lessons, Display and
Info tables. All Welcome,
organized by Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association
Toronto, www.ccfatoronto.ca,
416-410-8254 0r905-951- 8499
(Sharon).

required to join the Canadian|'
Forces,” according to their
literature. by T
The city hopes the $20,000 COS| S
for the two hour ceremony will be |
picked up by Veteran’s Affairs.
The Kelowna Peace Group, hog
to the Southern Interior Peace
Coalition conference and a

People'svoice deadline:

August 1-31 issue: Thursday, July 21
September 1-15issue: Thursday, Aug. 18
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

\¥ K/

Human solidarity for Liliany Obando...

Liliany thanks all those in opportunity of spending a few
Australia and around the worldlovely days with her mother and
were obtained illegally; the armywhose solidarity keeps herchildren. They welcome seeing 3
didn’t follow correct procedure. revolutionary spirithigh. She looks human face of solidarity and I value
Lawyers for Liliany believe she forwardto herfreedom after alreadylearning their story. Koalas and
should also beimmediately releasedspending three years behind barkangaroos are essential toys in

Liliany and | spent three hoursdespite herinnocence. These threiat household.
talking about her case and abouyears have left serious scarsonthe For more information visit:
international solidarity. She thankslife of her loved ones. | also had thevww.inspp.org e

the international solidarity
Raymond Mclnnes

movement for being instrumental

in breaking the silence and

providing a voice for the 7,500

political prisoners currently in

detention so their stories can bg OnJune 5, Raymond Mclnnes passed away in Kamloops, BC, at the g¢

taken beyond the walls. of 80 years. Ray was born and raised in Kamloops. Atthe age of 21 he peg

The international community calls| his careerwith Canadian National Railway, and he worked for 44 yearg until

for respect for human rights in retiring from Via Rail in 1996. An active trade unionist, Ray was algo 3
longtime member of the Communist Party of Canada and a strong supjor|
of the Pacific Tribune, and then of People’s Voice which began publicatio
in 1993. No memorial was held by the family’s request; instead, they refue

donations in Ray’s memory to a cause which he supported.

continued from page 9

Colombia, the humane treatment of
political prisoners and for a
humanitarian exchange of prisoners
of war. A humanitarian agreemen

Annual People’s Voice
Walk-A-Thon

Bear Creek Park, Surrey, BC
Sunday, Auqust 14

Meet at the picnic area near the 140 St. parking
lot, just south of 88 Ave.

beautiful Bear Creek Park
international potluck lunch

i our speakers and performers

11 am - Walk around

12 noon - Enjoy an

1 pm - Relax and watch

willbe afirst step towards a political

“Some of us had our mail ready forposition on May 24th, when CUPW
the street but Canada Post would nonembers held a 94.5% vote in favour
let us get the mail out of the building,” of strike action. The massive vote was
support for the locked out workers,said Ruth Breen, spokesperson foarejection of Canada Post's proposals

i including the 200 members of his localFredericton and Oromocto’s CUPWto pay new workers 30 per cent less
ir%rw]:()jséozlt}ﬁ:t ;erfé)?tglgggsg i;haeépires. “We hope the publicwillcomein Dunnville, Port Colborne and Strike Committee. “We quickly re- and give them reduced benefits, an
: . i . i ized. i inferior pension and weaker job
important step towards the.by to support us We deliver anWelland. That support has included $trateg|;ed Wehadamazmgshopfloom .

o important public service, and all westatement from two local NDP organizing! Just as we came ém security. Postal workers also voted
recognition of both the FARC want is to settle our issues througtrepresentatives, MP Malcolm Allen massewe leften massavith empty against an increase in the amount of
(Revolu’_[lonary Armed Forc‘?s of collective bargaining, which the and MPP Peter Kormos, who called ormail bags. We set up an info picket atemporary employees and a reduction
C_olomt_)la) and the ELN (Natlonal Supreme Court has recognized as Raitt and Canada Post to end théhe Waggoners’ Lane distribution inthe number of full-time employees.
Liberation Army) as belligerent cpapter right.” lockout and resume negotiations. Theentre to inform the public that the Also rejected by postal workers
forces in the conflict and should  Athough most corporate mediarelease stressed that Canada Postrisail was not leaving the building. were cuts to their extended health care
lead to their removal from terrorist coverage of the dispute was blatantlyot subsidized by taxpayers, and mad@nother group went to Fredericton’splan, replacement of the sick leave
lists in Colombia, US and the pro-management, some fair reportingalmost $2 billion in profit in the past downtown with flyers to talk to plan with an inferior short-term dis-
European Union. did break through in certain areas. AL5 years. customers and let them know there igbility plan and the unsafe “double

At 2:45 pm | heard the whistle recent article in thivelland Tribune  Union membersin many areas weremail at the post office and we want tobundle” delivery procedure. Canada
that signals visits are over. It waseported the views of CUPW Localangry that management has evedeliveritbut Canada Postwon'tletus.Posthas one ofthe highestinjury rates
timeto line upto leave the premise$28 president Gerry Tulio, who saidsabotaged mail delivery, which CUPWPublic support has been fantastic.” in Canada with over 9,000 CUPW
by 3 pm. he was “overwhelmed” by community points outis actually breaking the law.  Postal workers entered alegal strikenembers reporting injuries last yemr.

solution to the deep armed and
social conflict. Recently, for the Postal W Orke rS_ A
first time almost 50 years of armed
conflict was recognised by

Colombian President Juan Manuel

continued from page 6
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20 million migrant workers in Mid-East, North

Africa

As uprisings spread across
the Arab world and North
Africa, provoked in part by
social and economic
injustice, migrant workers
from Africa and Asia to this
region find themselves in
difficult circumstances, as
reported in this article from
InterPress Service.

of1,000-3,000 per day.

Philippines, Egypt, West and sub-Pakistan, where he was a bicycléndians represent the largesand the 2006 summer war in
Saharan Africa - streaming out ofrepairman. He liked his job but with community in Bahrain with 350,000 Lebanon thousands of migrant
Libya since mid-February at a ratethree mouths to feed, it was time tanigrants, Pakistanis are visibleworkers were left to fend for
make more money. In early 2007 members of the riot police.
“Many have not been paid andUsman travelled to Dubaiwherehe “Before the violence a lot of
are having alot of difficulty getting was hired as a mason assistant.Bahrainis when dealing with riot nearly 140,000 foreign nationals
food, medical care and many ofthe Eight months into a two-year police complained that theyhave fled Libya via land borders.
Black Africans have been severelycontract Usman suffered a severeouldn't speak to them becausdncluding an estimated 69,000
discriminated against,” says Deinjury to his left calf. It occurred theydon’tshare the same languagBgyptians. Another 75,000 Asians
Wilde. “People are becoming verywhen a crane, on a multi-storyor have limited Arabic. Wheneverand Africans have crossed into

themselves.
According to the UNHCR,

restless, impatient and fightingconstruction site, was hoisting athere are investigationsinvillagesTunisia, where many remain

Many of the estimated 20 million
migrantworkers inthe Middle East
and North Africa are from poor
countries whose leaders have lon
failed to putin place mechanisms tq
protect their nationals from abuse
inhumane working conditions,
trafficking and a means for
repatriation during times of crisis. ||

Migrant rights advocates - and
workers themselves - say thei
remittances contribute to
increasing foreign currency
reserves, reducing devaluation o
labour-sending country’s monies
investments in infrastructure ang
the repayment of foreign debts like
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank. But
despite growing complaints of
mistreatment, governments arg
unwilling to listen.

; . Migrantworkersinaroomthey share inthe Sonapour labor cam
“Forthose in Bahrain, there were 9 y b P

human rights violations previoustOUISIde Dubai (Photo: http://marketplace.publicradio.org)

there is this us versus themstranded.
mentality because ofthislanguage Libya has been a major
barrier,” adds Sanei. “The migrantdestination for migrant workers
worker issue is not the same as thiollowing the 1969 revolution as a
Pakistani issue in that there arenassive influx of construction
many Egyptians, Yemenis,workersfrom Tunisia,teachersfrom
Jordanians, Syrians and PakistaniEgypt and Palestine and health
in the security and intelligencecare workers from Yugoslavia and
forces as well as the military thatBulgaria poured in to assist in
are naturalized so they arerebuilding. Twenty years later a
technically Bahraini citizens.” second wave of migrants, mainly
from Asia, sub-Saharan and West
Africaarrived to take advantage of
the relatively high salaries of almost
The winds of change, for more$300 per month, for unskilled
democracy, rights and decentworkabour.
taking place in Yemen - as Globally, remittances senthome
protestors demand the end of théy migrants and refugees have
32-year rule of President Ali become akey feature in the socio-
Abdullah Saleh - bypasses theeconomic fabric of developing
approximately 40-60,000 Ethiopiancountries in Africa and Asia.
domestic workers who are forced Onthe macro level, Dr. Ibrahim
to work all day under mental Awad, Director of the Center for
torment and abuse. Migration and Refugees Studies

“We're like slaves"

but in the current crisis there isamongst themselves because or@ate full of electrical equipment. In Yemen, which has an atthe American Universityin Cairo,
nowhere to go and most of thegroup thinks that another group isThe crate had a nail sticking out ofunemployment rate of 35% and issays that remittances assist in
embassies are not equippedeing favoured and they’reit, and itliterally ripped his calf to one of the poorest countries in theeducing chronic trade deficits and
enough to take care of theirbecomingvery difficultto manage.shreds as it passed by him. Arabworld, Somali, Sudanese anctontribute in balancing the
nationals,” says MohammadThe situation is going to become The construction companyEthiopian female refugees oreconomy in countries like Egypt
Harun Al Rashid, regional worse once the summer arrives agmok Usmanto the emergency roonmigrants work as housemaids foidue to their reliance and counter-
coordinator of CARAM (Coor- the temperatures are already overhere they patched him up. Latemonthly salary of $70to $150.  cyclical nature, which help sustain
dination of Action Research ontwenty during the day and they’ll he was given a plane ticket backto Incidents of violence targetingconsumption and investment
AIDS and Mobility) Asia. “These be going up to fifty.” Pakistan and told that he wouldfemale migrant workers during during economic downturns.
countries need to provide better receive no further assistance irstreetprotestsin Yemenhavefailed However on the micro level,
representationin labour-rreceivingMistreatment long Dubai. Before the injury Usmanto make the press, but ongoindabour-sending economies could
countries. However, mostlabour-before uprisings earned 700 Dirhams ($184 Can.)pemaid abuse has definitely putbe at risk from the exodus of
sending countries are only looking month. The construction companycountries in the Middle East in amigrants fleeing violence in Libya
at the remittances and not the SouthAsiansinBahrain, mainlyallowed him to return for 520 harsh spotlight. as people supplying the labour
working and living conditions of migrantworkers from Bangladesh,Dirhams ($137 Can.) as a cleaner Angelique, a 26-year-old takeahit, anincreaseinthe demand
their citizens.” Sri Lanka, the Philippines, Indiafor the labour camp. domestic worker from Congo, of jobs as unemployed workers
Jan De Wilde, coordinator atand Pakistan, constitute nearly half “If | didn’t come back, then | escaped the conflictin her countryreturn and reliance on remittances
the International Organization of of the country’s population of 1.2 would make no money, and myand travelled to Lebanon on asixto spur economic activity as a
Migration (IOM) office in Tunisia, million. family would suffer,”adds Usman. year contract to work as ameans of reducing poverty is
says that although evacuation Demographics like Bahrainare“But | can’t work the same things housemaid. Woken daily at 5:30halted.
mechanisms are usually thecommonplace throughout the sixthat | used to work.” am, sheworks 18 hoursconfinedto “The crisis highlights the
responsibility of the employers ornation Gulf Cooperation Council ~ Since the Bahraini governmentthe apartment, without time off.  reliance of some migrant-sending
labour-sending countries, in(GCC) states, where theordered the crackdown on street “lhave only sixmonthsleftand countries on remittances. In some
situations like this the internationalInternational Labour Organization protests, eight migrants have beethen | will go back to the Congo. countries remittances constitute
community needs to step in anq|LO) estimates migrant workerskilled and 49 wounded, with the You see Madame has cut off all ofover 30% of the Gross Domestic
assist in evacuating third partycomprise nearly forty percent ofmajority of the attacks targetingmy hair. Every day | clean andProduct... Reliance on this money
nationals before matters getworsethe workforce - and in some caseghe Pakistani community. cook. | sleep on the floor in theinflux suggests that any reduction
According to De Wilde, there are outnumber the population. Faraz Sanei, aresearcherfor Newitchen and | can’t take any more ofwill mainly impact the household
massive amounts of migrants - Usmanis 43 years old and come¥ ork-based Human Rights Watchthis life,” says Angelique, who did level as well as create external
mainly from Bangladesh, thefrom the coastal city of Pasni inin Bahrain says that althoughnot want to give her real name forfinancing gaps, which are hard to

fear of rﬁtrié)ultion, speakinﬁ fré)m fill,” said Dr. Awad.
the balcony. “Eventhe dogs With no end in sight, concerns
NEWS FOR PEOPLE
J
NOT FOR PROFITS!

are allowed to go out but we'reare growing amongst some
stuck. We're like slaves here.” developing nations that turmoil in

Angelique earns just US$100 athe region could spread to oil rich
month, three times below theGulf states where foreign labour
minimum wage, and sends all of itaccounts for more than eleven

home to Congo. million of the workforce.
But instead of waiting for the

Being stranded not  rebellions to die down in order to
send migrants to Libya again or

new for mIgrantS redirect efforts in locating new

Western military intervention markets, labour=sending countries
into Libya under the guise of should adopt appropriate policy
humanitarian efforts to protectmeasures to end reliance on
civilians broke new ground whenmanpower export and create
NATO warships shelled a Redincentives that encourage their
Crescent Society centre innationals to say home. _
Misurata, which has been catering “Migrant-sending countries

Every issue of PEeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.
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And we do more than that-we Name to those injured in the ongoingShould notrely solely on migration
report and analyze event s from a unrest. However, the dire need t@s a means of solving
revolutionary perspective, helping Address protect civilians from the refugeeunemployment. The issue of lack

and migrant community seems tcofjobs should be solved internally.
be not high on NATO’s agenda. Countries of_or|g|n sh_ould put in
But migrant workers being left Place effective policies for the
stranded by their employers or theifeinsertion of returning migrant
governments are not a newworkers into their labour markets
phenomenon in the Arab world.by creating decent work where
During the US-led invasion of Iraq People live,” adds Dr. Awas.

to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue!

Postal Code

Send to: People’s Voice,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1




