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After the Paris killings:

I‘I

No to racism!

Unite to
defend civil
liberties and
democracy

See pages 2 &4

The Five Cuban Heroes
are free at last! - page 5

BC labour INSIDE

|
9 Boycott Israel!

After 15 years in dice and leading a : " The Israeli government and its
wide range of imporant working class War In AfghamStan backers in NorttAmerica are

struggles, BC Federation of Labour Maybe you thought the war in outraged by the ongoing
President Jim Sinclair steps down, as Afghanistan was finally over after "Boycott, Disinventment and
a new President and Secretary- 13 long years, but 10,000 U.S. Sanctions" campaign - because
Treasurer are elected. troops are still deployed. might actually be ééctive.
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After the Paris att acks: far right on the rise

By Adrien Welsh, PV tragedy as a political manoeuvremandate, its goal has been to sett
correspondent in’ Paris calling for a referendum on thedebate so that some fundament
death penalty, stronger bordelissues are not discussed. This wgs
On January 8th, the weeklycontrols, and a fight against thethe case when mobilizations agains
satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdd'decadence” of the Frenchgay marriage paved the way for the
was the target of an armed attack imationality. The FN did not ultra-right. On the other side, the
Paris. The famous cartoonists Jeaparticipate in the Paris Republicangovernment attacked the labou
Cabut (“Cabu”), Georges Wolinsky March, which was attended by nomovement through austerity
and Stéphane Charbonnier, whdess than 40 foreign heads of stateneasures even stronger than what
both collaborated with the including Mariano Rajoy from the right could have accomplished N
newspaper L’'Humanité (histor- Spain, David Cameron (UK), This has to be understood in 3 (4) 23
ically linked to the French Matteo Renzi (ltaly), and Angela completely electoral perspective: i
Communist Party) were among theMerkel (Germany). Also presentto win the next national elections
victims. were Viktor Orban, the Primein2017, Hollande and the Socialist
This is the deadliest attack inMinister of Hungary (said by Party mustensure thatthey confron
France since 1961 when a bomb Amnesty International to be thethe ultra-right in the second round
placed by the Secret Armyonewhokilledfreedom ofthe pressvote. '-'?&T—' "'_4-“
Organization (OAS), an ultra-rightin  his country), Benjamin If we try to define who will @if:' J
paramilitary group fighting to Netanyahou, who assassinated 1Benefit politically from the Charlie 0
maintain French colonization overjournalists last summer, and theHebdo attacks, Hollande is notin "'/-‘
Algeria - exploded under a train,General Secretary of NATO. bad position. With a popularity
kiIIing.28 people. o Many.countries issued solidza.rity barely above 10% afe_wweek$ agoanti-Muslim attacks after the Charlie Hebdo massacre, recorded
It didn’t take long for solidarity declarations and demonstrationsie managed to organize the b|gge§}p to 6:30 pm, Jan. 9, 2015.
actions to be organized.were held around the world insupportive rally in French history! 1~ ghots fired at a pra’yer room in Port-La-Nouvelle.
Caricaturists around the world drewsolidarity with the victims. On Internationally, many top EU 5 5/ belonging to a Muslim family targetted by gunfire in
tributes. On the evening of theJanuary 8, StephenHarperdeclareldaders were claiming thatv.aucluse
tragedy, thousands of peoplethat “the international jihadist Hollande’s “reforms” were going 3. Three fraining grenades thrown at a mosque in Le Mans
around France gathered to mournmovement has declared war”, withtoo slow; well, they all marched 4' The gate of 2 mosaue in Poitiers tagaed with araffti staﬁn
many holding the placarde suis the clear intention of using thisalong with Hollande on Jan. 11! “rﬁorts gux arabes” (dqeath to Arabs) 99 g g
Charlie (I am Charlie). tragedy to justify the latest The crowd marched behind the5 Explosion of “criminal oriain” tar.ets a kebab shop near a
Political declarations also cameimperialist war in Irag. In an President and a big chunk of the " pIos the t £ Vil fg h 9 S in Rh P
fast enough. President Francoiglection year, this can only beG8, under the banner of “nationall'0Sdu€ 1N the town ot Villelranche-sur->aone in .On?' .
Hollande called for “national beneficial for his Conservatives. unity”, forthe values of the republic, 6. Graff|t"fc‘)‘und ou'g5|d"e a mc:sque in Bay”onne, reading “Charlie
unity”, urging people to gather in  In France, the general feeling issinging the national anthem, ﬂagsfreedom , @Ssassins’, and “dirty Arabs. . .
the streets, and identifying a“directthat freedom of the press wasn hand and chanting slogans like/- [N Rénnes, Islamic cultural centre vandalized with the slogan
savage attempt to attack [France'spttacked and that the people shoultvive la France!”, “liberté, égalité, ©Utside” in Breton and French. _ _
dearest republican principles,therefore unite behind republicanfraternité”, all of these being 8 Proposed mosque in Haut-Rr}’lr} vandalized with the slogan
freedom of speech.” values. But a more critical analysissymbols generally associated with !Ch bin Charlie” (*je suis Charlie” in German) .
The Socialist Prime Minister, is needed. right-wing rallies. 9&10. InnorthernFrance, two proposed mosque sites vandalized
Manuel Valls, invited former  Of course, this act needs to be It was also shocking to seeWith anti-Islamic graffiti.
President Nicolas Sarkozy and hidirmly denounced. Islamo-fascist people with pacifist placards sayingl 1. Four gunshots fired towards the entrance of a mosque near
rightist party UMP as well as otherelements certainly have to be‘no to arms”, while French troops Albi in sout_hern France. o _
political formations to the defeated through unity, but notwere killing people in Irag. It will 12.In Corsica, a boar’s head and entrails is left outside a prayer
“Republican March” on Sunday, through unity behind the ruling now be much more difficult to room, alongwithanote thatreads, “nexttime itwill be one of your
January 11. Rallies that dayclass which is, in many respectspppose the imperialist foreignheads.”
gathered about 3.7 million peopleresponsible for what happened. policy. Also, while everybody 13. In Macon, a street is vandalized with the slogan “Islam is
in total, of which 2 millionin Paris,  This tragedy has a lot to do withkeeps talking about these eventggoing to f*ck you - Charlie”
as most important political forcesFrance’s involvement in different the government will have no 14.A17-year-old of North African descentis assaulted by agang
called people to the streets. imperialistwars (Mali, Libya, Irag, problem adopting its new budget,after suffering racist abuse near Isere.
Sarkozy’s Party also called forCentral African Republic, whichironicallyincludes extending 15. Mosque in Aix-les-Bains catches fire in a suspected arson.
“national unity”, saying that Afghanistan, etc.) and with thethe workday on Sundays. Had theSource: www.tellmamauk.org
everybody “attached to the valuesausterity policies implemented byattacks taken place a few months
of our Civilization, whatever their governments which contribute to alater, the crowd would probably beto think this, more so than theCharlie Hebdo. Probably because
partisan choices are, have to bgeneral mood of social andreduced, as more people would bgpontaneous reaction. The first tdhey were killed by the allies of

—

united against barbarismT h e economic distress, paving the wayworking. set this tone was Prime Ministerimperialism against El-Assad’s
ultra-right and xenophobic Frontfor the emergence of a more Thegeneralfeelingofthe peoplevalls who declared the attacks agovernment.
National declared thgihadismis organized ultra-right. is that these attacks targettedtab at the heart of France. Of course, mourning the dead is

not only a question of foreign The Hollande government'srolefreedom of the press. Analysing But what happened was not jusimportant, as well as struggling for
policy, butalso “aninternal threat”. is_particularly important in this this more deeply, we can understanghout a satirical weekly newspaperthis to never happen again. But it is
They were the first to use thisaffair. Since the beginning of its that the governmentwanted peoplevhich had a nasty editorial line equally important to denounce the
dividing people through its extremeruling class and the policies it
anti-religious rhetoric. This was implements to divide the working
actually the fourth attack in about aclass.

month, along with others in Joué- What will happen in the next
les-Tours, Dijon and Nantes in thefew months? Islamophobic feelings

Dentistry misogyny at Dalhousie
last week of December. Nor waswill divide the people, and this

: - - Bowing somewhat to public public. Avalon, the sexual assaulthe attack against Charlie Hebdonobilization will be used as a
By Nicole Hattie, Halifax pressure, Dalhousie presidententre in Halifax Regional the only one by the K_ouachipretext ~to increase the

Awidespread public outcry hasRichard Florizone later suspendedviunicipality, called for more than Prothers and Amedy Coulibaly. Itaggressiveness of  French
been heard across Nova Scotithe men from clinical duties atthea restorative justice approach tdVas just an attack perpetrated by émperialism, to attack civil liberties,
following news that 13 male Dalhousie clinic, sayingthe schoolbe taken into consideration,'é@ctionary Islamist group, buttheand to silence opposition.
Dalhousie Dentistry students wereis looking at many options and isstressing that the men involved ir$l0gan of press freedom was uset/ltimately, the ultra-right will
members of a self-describednot ruling out expulsions. Despitethe facebook page were stillPy the government as a usefubenefit. .
“gentlemen’s facebook page” usecthis, many continue to be outragedpotentially to be given access td°roPaganda tool. 'IA‘,CF“aHY'th'S hasfalreadys;a.rted.
to discuss chauvinistic and These violent sexualized actssedatives and clinical duties. The truth |sthatnews_papermost\/aﬁ_rlehpeééesse_, ormgréMlmsterh
misogynistic messages. The meif hate speech had reportedlybeen As a female student of the°ft€n censored, andwhich suffgredord '9 Ser ” ucatlr?n an I ((ejs?arc
engaged in a poll, which askedtaking place months prior and theDalhousie social work program,'éPeated attacks frorrr: uItra-rlghtE?e|$£h vaerrs?g%,of ?r?eclfat?iot gcta
whothey would like to “hate fuck,” university was well aware. How- and a person who has worked forgr.?.f[’.psﬁ té)tabpomt that Sicur'lttyOneda afterthe March. MPsvoted
and discussed using chloroform taever, nothing was done about thevomen’s centre as an outreaclﬁ?” la had to be organized Torits Y s VIF

: P WAl i istribution in the 1970s-80s, isfor an internet censorship law

rape women. The results of thessue until it went “viral” in the worker fora programthatsoughtto, o . ; ;

; A : ; Humanité§ the journal of the which will allow the government
poll were posted on Dec. 6 - themedia. There had also been reportight back against sexual V'OlencefCommunist Party to shut down websites without
25th anniversary of the Montrealof a :nalg p(rjofessor |ShOW|ﬂgl am not sho.cked.that this sort o Another important point is the needing the approval of a judge.
massacre. sexualized videos In class thabehaviour is alive and well. qnq international support for Several attacks against the Muslim
like the Globe and Mail's Margaret “wake the male students up.”  the initial response of the presideny people have rallied in cities been perpetrated.

Wente, has beento say thatthiswas The dentistry programme atDalwas to cover the school. Thearound the world. Montréal’s  Of course, the world is amazed
a“J_oke” and should not be taken ass, it appears, basically a sexisUniversity administration had @ mayor, Denis Coderre, took part inat how many people walked down
adirectattack onwomen. Butmanyold boys club” for the sons of choice that could have led in agne gathering, saying “tonight, wethe streets t®lace de la Nation
labour, community and women’sNova Scotllas ngl—hegled elite. direction that would both facilitate gre all French”. This certainly But what is needed now is unity in
groups sharply disagree. A protest The university unilaterally women to have a voice, and to Sefeans that the tragedy will beaction, unity in the struggle, unity
of approximately 300 students,plec_reed a p_oIicy c_)f r_estorativethe precedent that Dalhousie doegeplayed worldwide to further against austerity measures and for
faculty and other people onjustice, despite objections fromnotand will not tolerate sexualizedjustify imperialist aggression. a people’s alternative, not unity
Dalhou5|e’sca_mpusrall|ed agamslsomeofthewomenm_volved.Theyviolence, By comparison, the war in Syriabehind those responsible for the
allforms of sexismand haraSS_mgntargue_rd that Dalhousie has to also The misogyny at Dal comes on has killed 153 journalists to date,wars, exploitation, and crises which
denouncing the university’s take into consideration the effect but they didn’t get the samefoster the rise of the ultra-right,
approach as unacceptable. of these events on the broader ~ see DALHOUSIE, p. 11  treatment as their colleagues fronfascism and islamisne.
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Communist Parties hold 1 6th annual meeting in Ecuador

Islamic State and other “extreme
reactionary groups” are “supported
by imperialism and reactionary
states”.

Specifically on the question of
militarism, the international
Communist movement will

The 16th International Meeting denounce imperialist military
of Communist and Workers’ bases and will also focus o
Parties (IMCWP) took place Nov. NATO’s “Trident Juncture 2015”.

e e == = = =

By Drew Garvie, the
Communist Party of
Canada’s representative at
the 16th International
Meeting of Communist and
Workers’ Parties

13-15, 2014 in Guayaquil, This will be NATO’s largest . =

Ecuador. Fifty-three Communistmilitary exercise in 20 years, settd Ly FIRYACUIL - ECLADOR 157 INFRRNARONAL IEETIG. O
Parties from 44 differentcountriestake place in October and 3 - T
sent representatives. November 2015 in Spain and - ; I %

The theme of the meeting wasPortugal. The meeting also
declared as “The role of highlighted the need for commo
Communist and Workers’ Partiesaction againstthe US and the EU ]
inthe struggle againstimperialismintervention in Ukraine and their Fi
and capitalist exploitation - which support for fascism and anti-[TT{j[§
causes crises and wars and givesommunism in that country, as{/|i| [{[¥
rise to fascist and reactionarywell as increased aggression of[{l13 2
forces. For workers’ and peoples'the continent of Africa. .
rights and for national and social The Parties renewed thei
emancipation; for socialism”. pledge to carry out solidarity work

The Communist Party of with Palestine, by organizing
Ecuador was the host of this latesactions on the 29th of November
annual meeting of the internationakhe United Nation’s “International
Communistmovement. GuayaquilDay of Solidarity with the
holds a special place in thePalestinian People”. A solidarity [t
struggles of Ecuador because ofisit to Palestine will also be
its militant history. After an organized by international
independent revolt by theCommunistParties. respective countries, which will
population of the city, Simon  With strong participation from \ N be continued at future meetings.
Bolivar and San Martin (the two Communist and Workers Partieq | 58 % LA The “Working Group” consisting
great liberators of South Americafrom Latin America, the meeting | F R A ' = ' of several Communist Parties
from Spanish colonial rule) discussed the struggle fo which coordinate these important
decided to use the city as their onlysovereignty and the many victorie g meetings, has received an offer
meeting place in 1822. Theachieved in this part of the world.| fromthe Communist Party, Turkey
historical figure of Bolivar has Ricardo Patino, Ecuador’s Foreig to host the upcoming 2015
become a symbol of independencinister, addressed the meeting meeting. It was also agreed that
from US imperialism in the 21st and highlighted the government’s the Working Group and Com-
century, especially thanks to theremoval of the US military base, munist Parties from Eastern
“Bolivarian Revolution” in and the renegotiation of the debt Europe, would initiate a review of
Venezuela. saying that the current governme whether it is possible to host the

In1922, one hundred years aftethas the political will to confront 2017 meeting in a country from
the famous anti-colonial meeting,imperialism”. the ex-USSR, in order to
Guayaquil became the site of a Inthe statementonjointactions-;mmunist Party of Ecuador members prepare to march in commemorate the centenary of the
massive general strike of greathe meeting condemned.,mmemoration of the “crosses above the water’ massacre. 1917 October Revolution.
importance to the Ecuadorian“‘imperialist impositions, The 16th IMCWP completed
labour movement. The strike wasnterferences, and aggressions”in Several international anti- of Democratic Youth (WFDY) are its work at a critical juncture for the
met with bloody state repressionLatin America, and reaffirmed imperialist mass organizations havell commemorating 70 years since&Communist movement, full of new
by the army and police, with the“solidarity with the struggles for anniversaries this year that will betheir founding, andthe World Peacedangers and opportunities. The
wealthy of the city also shooting atthe construction of socialism”. Theused by the Communist Parties t&Council is celebrating its 65th meeting was a success in devel-
workers from their balconies. Parties present highlighted thestrengthen their work. The World anniversary. Parties also committedping unity in action amongst the
Thousands of strikers wereimportant role of Socialist CubaFederation of Trade Unionsto mobilizing for May 1st, Parties, and did its part to streng-
slaughtered over afew shorthoursand planned to continue work to(WFTU), the Women'’s Inter International Workers' Day, to then the international working
their bodies thrown into the river.end the US blockade, and tonational Democratic Federationsupport struggles “for the labour,class movement against war and
November 15th marked the 92nctounteract the war against CubgwIDF), and the World Federationsocial and democratic rights ofreaction, and for socialisrme
anniversary of the “crosses abovearried out by the corporate media.
the water” massacre. The joint actions planned for

Delegates of the IMCWP 2015 also include the integration =
accompanied hundreds of militantsof ~ important ~ upcoming BC Fed eIeCtS neW IeaderShlp
from the Communist Party of anniversaries into the work of the
Ecuador in a march to theParties. This includes
waterfront. The participating commemoration of the 70th By Peter Marcus,
parties denounced ongoinganniversary of the victory over Vancouver
repression against CommunistsNazi Fascism. The meeting
trade unionists and members opledged to highlight the role of the
people’s movements that iSUSSR and the Communist Parties
occurring around the world. in defeating Nazism, and to

The meeting itself was anreinforce the struggle against the
opportunity to share developmentseactionary rewriting of history and
and analysis on the struggles of alvhitewashing of fascism. This
the Parties present, and those whicholds particular importance for
were unable to attend but sentlemocratic forcesin Canada, who Si
greetings. The meeting highlightedare  fighting the Harper
the need for unity in action in thegovernment’s multi-million dollar
face of the capitalist economiccommitmentto builda“monument
crisis, which has led to anincreas¢o the victims of Communism”,
in imperialist aggression and theand Harper’s role in supporting
rise of fascist and reactionaryfascism in Ukraine. Last fall,
forces. Canada became one of only three

to fight the turn by the ruling countries in the world to vote
class of many countries towardsagainst a recent UN resolution
war, austerity and the removal ofcondemning the glorification of
democratic rights, the CommunistNazism.

Parties adopted plans for several This year also marks the 40th
joint actions. This includes theanniversary of the victory of

immediate need to fight for peaceVietnam against the United States.
and against the new imperialistThe meeting recognized the heroic
aggression in Iraq and Syria andstruggle of the Vietnamese people
“the manipulation of the so-calledand agreed to integrate the
fight against terrorism”. The anniversary in the Parties’ work
meeting acknowledged that thefor 2015.

L AR

Winston Alarcon, General Secretary of the Communist Party of Ecuador (at podium) addresses
delegates. Photos by Drew Garvie.

e ERh workers”,

There was a frank exchange on
the different approaches to
building socialism in the Parties’

such workers. voting resolution gives a blank

But the tone for the conventioncheque to the NDP to do as it
was set by the debate over gleases once in office.

Late November saw the lastresolution to reject strategic voting Many progressive resolutions
convention ofthe B.C. Federationin the next federal election, bywere passed, mostly on social
of Labourto be led by Jim Sinclair supporting only the NDP in orderjustice and labourissues, including
as President in his tenure of 130 defeat the Stephen Harpeoneunanimously opposingKinder
years. The new contestleadershigonservatives. Despite oppositiorMorgan’s application to twin its
became the prime focus of thefrom the majority of unions pipeline from Albertato Burnaby.
attending delegates. represented on the ExecutiveGrand Chief Stewart Phillip,
In hisfinal speech as PresidentCouncil, delegates narrowly votedPresident of the Union of B.C.
nclair brought the house to itsin favour after three attempts.  Indian Chiefs, told delegates he
feet, condemning government Both NDP leaders, John Horganvould go to Burnaby Mountain to
attacks on health care, educatioprovincial) and Tom Mulcair confront Kinder Morgan's test
and social services, tax cuts folfederal) spoke to the conventiondrilling for the pipeline. Chief
big business and the rich, and th&@hey supported a child carePhillipwasamong those arrested,
assault on workers and unionscampaign and the $15 an houbut the company later ended its
He talked of the Federation’sminimum wage (which was thedrilling and all charges were
legacy over the last fifteen yearsfocus of a lunch-hour rally), but dropped.
of supporting workers inside orneither spoke about more What was missing was any
outside the house of labour, suclsubstantive issues, such as thsubstantive element of class
as IKEAworkers, teachers, Northdemand for “living wage” jobs.  struggle. Mostresolutions talked
Shore Winter Club employees, The convention also endorsecabout lobbying, instead of
the mushroom farm workersresolutionsto oppose the Canadiaengaging the working class and
killed on the job by poison gas,European Trade Agreementitsallieswith extra-parliamentary
women farmworkers killed in an (CETA), without mentioning NDP action. A good example was the
unsafe van accident and a nighsupport of these so-called tradeéCanada Pension Plan, which has
gas station attendant murderedgreements, which have caused
trying to stop a thief, leading to massive job losses to the Canadian
Grant’'s Law which was to protectworking class. The anti-strategic

see BC Fed, page 4
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EDIT ORIALS

We are not Charlie Hebdo

Sometimes people should just stay off a dangerous bandw
After the murders of Charlie Hebdo cartoonists, many politic

the right to execute journalists for the supposed “crime” of moc

and media outlets are whipping up racism and hatred of MusF

religions for political advantage.
Unfortunately, the currenttendency is to fan outrage over ¢

corporations have sizable investments in that country.

pretext to scrap civil liberties and democratic rights, and b
spending on the military and police. That is the tragic fate of the

demand: end NATO'’s wars, stop Israel’'s occupation of Pale

an independent Canadian foreign policy of peace and disarma

The rich get richer - again
Welcome to 2015. Unless you are Gerry Schwartz or anothe

living. Or perhaps you are retired or a student, having worked all
life or hoping to land a decent job. In either case, Mr. Schwartz

100 until quitting time to match your 2015 income. On the other h

for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) drives the corporate elite bonk

figures down to “reasonable” levels.

rebounded to pre-crisis glory days, to an average $9.2 millio
195 times the average Canadian income of $47,358. The

pay package, worth an average of $3.16 million.
Yes, it's tough for the ultra-rich when their wealth is exposeq

the greedy, not the needy. Will the horror never end?

religion, let alone slaughter people who are in the wrong place &
wrong time. But neither should elected leaders scapegoat ¢

fascistkillers of “declaring war against civilization,” since Canadi
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JT
deaths, while ignoring others. Dozens of journalists are killed ejver ALONG WITH

year, often while exposing right-wing death squads and cofru

officials in countries such as Colombia, or reporting on ar ﬂ%ﬁgf%?hr

conflicts, including 153 to date in Syria. Such deaths rarely hif the THE NATURE

news in Canada. After all, the killings in Syria are mostly carried OF SOME OF

by our brave allies, the armed gangs fighting the Assad governine THOUGH
(These brutal thugs are also our mortal enemies, but pay no attentic CHARLIE TWEAKING THE

The truth is that dead journalists are sometimes quite usefuj aslg

DOST
ari
cartoonists. So excuse us for notjoining the clamor to “defend wester
values.” No, we are not Charlie Hebdo. But we will continug to
ine
reverse austerity policies and environmental destruction, and estpblis

Not least, we will keep resisting the Harper regime’s strategy to
suppress dissent through mass surveillance and the politics offfear.

gomn.
_ 10 N MS e T Tl = = Zill=
We have no sympathy for the despicable Paris killers. Nobody ha '

Mﬂ first reaction was sadness. People were brutally
killed, among them several cartoonists —my tribe.

= gl fll..l

ih HI.[ll"l“ .

HEBDO'S NQOSES OF MUSLIMS
SATIRE. MIGHT BE AS PERMIS-
SIBLE AS IT IS NOW
BELIEVED TO BE DANGER-

OuS, IT HAS NEVER
STRUCK ME AS ANY-
THING OTHER THAMN
A VAFPID wAY TO
USE THE PEN.

From "Why Je Suis NOT Charlie Hebdo," by the
famous cartoonist Joe Sacco

BC Federation of Labour convention....

one

of Canada’s 100 highest paid CEOs, you actually have to workifor-a _
vour  continued from page 4

rather than the situation elsewherethe ILWU (Longshore) union, was
but the Mulcair NDP expressesnominated from the floor and won

andot been improved throughlittle difference with the asubstantial 722 votesto Ekman’s

his pals earned more before lunchtime on the first working ddy qbppying on its own. Instead, thegovernment on these issues1077.
January than you will during this entire year... on average, of colirs¢ries raised the age to receivénother area missed was theissue The Hochin-Ekman alliance
If you have a higher-paying job than most, it could take one of the t%@ld Age Security to 67 years.  of nationalization of resources andwvas supported by CUPE, BCGEU,
n
aminimum wage earner was leftin the dust by morning coffee bfeajyreign policy issues, such asdefensive tone around fightingidentified more closely with the
The annual CEO pay review published by the Canadian C¢nti€anadian “Armed  Forcesprivatization, contracting out andNDP rather than independent

* Another gaping hole wasbanks. The discussions had &teelworkers and other unions

'Sinvolvementin foreign wars in Iraq deregulation. labour political strategies. They

options and other perks as compensation! Even worse, the ¢C

the world to see. Before long, people will start talking about taxin

n

It's not fair, whines the Fraser Institute: the CCPA counts sjoclyngq Afghanistan, Canadian Irene Lanzinger, the Fed-were sharply critical of the loss of
: . Fé’ﬁpportforthecoupregimebackecﬂeration’sSecretary-Treasureroveunion membership during
leaves outlower-paid executives, who would drag the CEO avgraggy, fascists in Ukraine and forthe past four years, won theSinclair's tenure. But unlike

Israeli occupation of Palestinianpresidential vote by just 57 votesLanzinger, they did not link this

Oh, boo hoo. Mr. Schwartz was paid $87.9 million in 2013, bufangs, and the “free trade” dealsover Amber Hochin, 1137 to 1080.trend to mass layoffs, operations
even Number 100 took home $4.14 million, anincrease of 30%Jov@$ne reason for the silence may beanzinger was backed by severatlosings, and attacks on unions by
the 2008 figure. Working people were smacked hard by the capftaligiat the working class are focusedinions widely considered to becorporate employers, or to the
crisis of 2007-08. But after an initial drop, pay for the top 100 00y gomestic struggles in Canadanore militant or left-leaning, such government cuts, contracting out,

or — as Unifor, Hospital Employees and legislative changeswhich have

Union, CUPW, the BC Teachersmade it harder for unions to
Federation, and local labourorganize.
councils. She becomes the first Perhapsironically, Hochin and
woman President of the BCFL,Ekman campaigned as the
andthe firstteachers’ union activistcandidates of change, yet had the
to lead a provincial labour support of several unions which
federation in English-speakingbacked Ken Georgetti last spring
Canada. when the long-serving CLC
Since Lanzinger did not have aPresident sought a sixthterm. Irene
running mate, it had been expectetlanzinger, on the other hand, was
that Hochin’s fellow candidate backed by unionswhich supported
Aaron Ekman would win the Hassan Yussuff in his successful
Secretary-Treasure position bybid to become the new CLC
acclamation. However, without President.e
Irene Lanzinger campaigning, Howard Huntly of
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A win-win agreement for the peoples of Cuba, the
United S tates, and all of this hemisphere!

investment irritants and sanctionsormalization of relations betweenwould be wrong to conclude that The Communist Party of
imposed by the U.S. over morethese two countries, this agreemerthe US corporate and political eliteCanada will continue to stand with
thanahalfacentury. This settlementonstitutes a victory for regional - by conceding that the half-centurythe Cuban people in their choice to
: ; is a tremendous victory for theand world peace. of economic blockade andbuild socialism on their island,
on the historic . . : . : .
Cuban governmentand people,and While unreservedly welcoming subversion have failed to achieveand will oppose any and all threats
announcement of December . . ; : ; <
; for all those around the world whothis agreement, the Communisthese ends - have abandoned thear actions aimed at undermining
17, 2014 regarding the thaw R ; o
; ; have fought for the release of theParty of Canada notes that therenain objectives of subduing Cubathe sovereign right of the Cuban
in U.S.-Cuba relations . T . ) X : , .
Cuban Five from U.S. jails for over are still powerful anti-Cuban forcesit only means that they will now people to determine their own
The simultaneous statements byL5 years. But itis also an importantwithin U.S. ruling circles who have change their tack. future.o
U.S. President Barack Obama andictory for the American people financed and organized terroris '
Cuban President Raul Castro Ruizvho have been prevented fromactions against Cuba in the pas
are of great historic significance.visiting Cuba, from having people-and who pose a serious threat t@
The comprehensive package ofo-people social and culturalthe normalization of relations|g
measures aimed at improving theexchanges, and from conductingoday. This danger calls for the|
economic, political and diplomatic trade and other business activitiesitmost vigilance by all those in|
relations between these twowith Cuba due to the hostile andCanada and around the world who
countries signals the beginning ofaggressive U.S. policy toward itssupport this historic advance
the end to one of the darkest periodsouthern neighbour. toward peaceful reconciliation ;}
in the history of this hemisphere - Itis also a major victory for the between the U.S. and Cuba. '
the 50-plus years of U.S.peoplesofLatin America, andfor We are also under no iIIusion
aggression and blockade againgirogressive and democratic-thatU.S.imperialismwill abandon g
socialist Cuba and her people. minded people around the worldits efforts to overthrow the Cuban(y
The negotiated agreement callsvho have opposed the economi®evolution, restore capitalism, and|
fortheimmediate mutual release oblockade of Cuba, and championedeturn Cuba to its former neo- ¥ L
Alan Gross (convicted andthe cause of the Cuban Five. Bycolonial status as an obedientlavier Domokos Ruiz, Cuban Consul General, at a Dec. 18
imprisoned on the charge ofopening the door to the full client-state of Washington. It celebration inToronto for the five Cuban heroes. (Photo: Ed Bil)
espionage by a Cuban courtin 2011)
andthe three remaining imprisoned

members of e Cuvan tve » International movement hails Cuban Five freedom

Labanino and Antonio Guerrero -

Statement by the Central
Executive Committee of the
Communist Party of Canada

F

who have been unjustly jailed in Erom the International resistance of each of them, of thenternational Committee for the the testimony and beauty that
the U.S. since 1998. Italsoincludes committee for the Governmentof Cuba, of the CubarFreedom of the Cuban 5 was irthe international solidarity
the release of another CIAspy held Freedom of the Cuban people and the internationalits final preparations, calling for movementhas with the Cuban 5.
by Cuban authorities, and some Fjye December 18. 2014 solidarity movement. Obama to allow the remaining We embrqce all the comm-
other Cuban “political prisoners” ' ' Not only has 16 years ofthreetoreturnto Cubato be withittees and friends of the Five
at the request of the U.S. Gerardo, Ramon and Antonioimprisonment ended but theirtheir families for the holidays. who in unity fought tirelessly

The agreement also calls for the arefinally backintheirhomelandrelease opens the real possibility The letter is signed by well- through all these years.
restoration of diplomatic ties Wwiththeirfamiliesandthe peopleof initiating a new era in U.S. known men and women from all  Our work is not over and we
between the two countries, OfCuba.Theyreceivedthe muchCuba relations. The solution wasoverthe world including nine Nobel urge everyone to channel all that
including the reopening of Wwaited embrace from Rene andarrived at with the mediation of laureates, the President of Eknergy thatwas used to push for
embassies in Washington and Fernando after so many years oPope Francisco and the politicalSalvador, Salvador Sanchez Cerorihe release of the Cuban 5 into
Havana; the easing of business andunjust imprisonment. will of both governments. together with parlia-mentarians,the effort to end the genocidal
travel restrictions, making it easier ~ Today we are reminded more As yesterday’s release wageligiousand laborleaders, lawyersblockade against Cuba in its
for Americans to obtain licensesto than everwhat Fidel said in Junéhappening a letter put togetheiintellectuals and actors and more entirety. We must remain united
do business in Cuba and to travel to 2001: “The Five are a quintet ofby the European Coordination Fortunately thisisthe firsttime, to continue in our quest for a
the island; the removal of certain giants... | only say one thing, of the Free the Five Campaignnthislong battle that has spannedbetter world filled with dignity
banking restrictions so that U.S. they will return!” the International Committee for 16 years, thatitis not necessary tand justice.
citizens can use credit and debit ~ This day is a triumph of truth the Freedom of the Cuban 5 insend aletter of this kind butwe are  We embrace you all with joy
cards while in Cuba; and the and the fruit of the heroic the Arab World and the sending it along to you as part ofand love on this historic dag.

scrapping of other trade, travel and

A day of revolutionary affirmation

By Manuel E. Yepe, http:/ resulteql in long sentences. Theseonservative extreme right. a tactic to _down!oad on_the firstto accept a neighbour Who had to
englishmanuelyepe.wor’dpress.comf‘ave just been interrupted We recall t.hat it was a setlofblack p(e5|dent in the hlstory. ofbe treated on equal footing. This
“A CubaNews translation fqllowmg an agreement at theexcepnonal circumstances whichthe United States a situationwas apparently because of the
edited by Walter Lippman’n hlghgest political level between contributedtothe unusualfactthaprovokgd by the _Igrge danger that this example pould
December 18. 2014 " presidents Raul Castro and Barackhe us elected a nc_)n—whl_te_corpora_ltlons and the_mllltar_y— extend throughou_t the continent.
' ’ Obama. President. The disrepute intowhichindustrial complex with their Uneven confrontation followed for
December 17, 2014 will go This undoubtedly required athe extreme right had sunk undesordid running of the country. another half century.
downin Latin American history as good dose of political couragethe inept administration of Exonerating like this the real Gradually, almost all Latin
the day on which the Cubanfrom President Obama, who hadPresident George W. Bush wagulprit, that is, the imperialist American countries have moved
revolution, triumphantsince 1959,been characterized by weaknessadentified by many as the mainsystem is, at best, cynical. to support the independent will of
was finally accepted by the USwhich had placed him “through culprit for the national economic The way of negotiations on Cuba, and have developed their
governmentas anirreversible factretreats and concessions” as adebacle that had already reachedqual footing has borne the fruitsown regarding the United States.
thereby recognizing the legitimacyexample of a political right dealing the average citizen. that should always be hoped forin Cubans have had huge
of the road opened by Cuba for alwith difficulty with the neo- Many thought that this was justinternational conflictresolution assuccesses in health, education,
the peoples of Latin America to an alternative to armed culture,science,technology, sports
move towards the affirmation of confrontation. 75% of the Cubanand other fields. But the climate of
their political independence. population, born after 1959, hashostility and conditions of
Few, if anyone, could have not known anything but tensionblockade under which they have
imagined that the heroic sacrifice between the governments of théhad to develop their economy
of a small group of brave and United States and Cuba. prevented them from achieving
talented Cuban patriots could lea Never before Cubans had beemany goals in the programs of
to such a dramatic outcome so close to achieving the maintheir revolution. The economic,
Risking their lives, they were able| | objectives of their revolution, the financial and commercial blockade
to infiltrate “unarmed” Cuban revolution that began in 1868, tohas caused huge losses to Cuba;
criminal gangs at the service of achieve independence, nationalosses that Cubans will still have
organizations in the US identity and justice. Theseto overcome through sacrifice for
government which, from south objectives had to be postponed number of years.
Florida systematically assaultec many times but that Cubans have But now the agreements
Cuba with total impunity. never abandoned. announced on December 17,2014,
These young patriots were The triumph of the Cuban have laid the groundwork for Cuba
arrested after the results of thei people against the tyranny onto move towards the completion
inquiries were placed in the hand January 1st, 1959, was an essentiaf the major social objectives of
of US authorities by the Cuban step that should have reached thigs socialist program. Cubans
government. There followed a conclusive goals of the Cubanexpect to do so in harmony and
legal process plagued by revolution. But from very early friendship with their US
manipulations and forgeries whichPresident Raul Castro with the five Cuban heroes. on, the United States was reluctanteighbourse
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The eternal rebel: the cam|
recognized as a (

colonies back then. Rampant Following this episode, a fight Singh?”
racism againstthe immigrants andetween the pro-establishment He is not alone to raise this
the anti-immigration policies of faction of the South Asian demand. Waryam Singh Sandhu,
When freelance journalistthe Canadian government turne¢ommunity and the radicals brokerenowned scholar and history writer
Gurwinder Singh Dhaliwalmoved people like Mewa Singh into out. On September 5, 1914, Beldas been crisscrossing Canada wi
a motion at the BC Punjabi Presgolitical activists. Singh - who was penetrated intadhe same message. Wherever
to seek support for a campaign to He soon came in contact withthe community by the controversialgoes, Sandhu reminds people tha
push authorities to recognizesupporters of the Ghadar PartyJmmigration Inspector William the Canada which now guarantee
Mewa Singh as Canadian hero, hestablished in 1913 by South AsiarHopkinson to spy on the activitiesequal rights toimmigrants and claims
was met by immediate resistanceadicals who saw the British of the Ghadar Party - went insideto be a human rights leader in thé
from his own compatriots. After occupation of their home countrythe Sikh temple and shot at Bhaagvorld was not the same a hundre
all, Mewa Singh remains aas the root cause behind theiSingh and many others. Bhaagears ago.
controversial figure in mainstreamsufferings abroad. They realisedSingh and Badan Singh succumbed “All these privileges we are
Canadian history. that the British government neverto their injuries. Bhaag Singh hadenjoying are an outcome of the
Hanged a century ago forcame to their rescue in any evenlteft behind his small daughter. Hisstruggle started by Mewa Singh,”
murdering Immigration Inspector of racial violence, and they couldwife had already died. says Sandu. “Canada needs fti
William Hopkinson, Mewa Singh live with dignity only if their This incident had a devastatingrecognize that these values wer
was a political activistwho remainsmotherland was free. The Indianimpact on Mewa Singh. As Belashared by Mewa Singh who
respected within the local Southimmigrants were neither allowed Singh was facing trial, Mewa Singhsacrificed his life for a just society.”
Asian community. For many heto bring in their families, nor went to the courts on October 21 He points out that the right to
was the first South Asian martyr toallowed to vote. The idea was toand shot Hopkinson dead. Hevote, whichwas given backto India
meet the gallows in Canada, butliscourage them from permanentourted arrest without anyimmigrantsin Canadain 1947, and
the nature of the act he committedettlementto “keep Canada white” confrontation. During his trial, the privilege to bring families, were
stillbothers manywhodonotwantThe Ghadar Party activistsMewa Singhremained determinedhe result oftireless activism by me
to upset the establishment withresolved to launch an armedand gave a powerful testimony inlike Mewa Singh. “If Canada
such a demand. rebellion against the British which he explained how therespects all these rights what is
It was in 2009 that Dhaliwal government to liberate India, soshooting inside the temple and thestopping them fromrecognizing him
proposed to the press club that ¢hat they could be treated withsubsequent death of Bhaag Singhs a Canadian hero?”
campaign be started by the Punjahiespect in foreign lands. shook himto the core. He wenton Gurbaksh Singh Sanghera o
media to get Mewa Singh Mewa Singh helped in raisingto suggest how racism wasthe Shaheed Bhai Mewa Sing
recognized as Canadian hero. H&unds for Vancouver’s first Sikh adversely affecting the lives of theSociety is soon going to launch
was told outright by some hostiletemple, which became a center oimmigrants, and the immigration petition to get Mewa Singh
members that such a move woulgbolitical activities in which non- officers were harassing therecognized as a Canadian herd
resultin abacklash fromthe widerSikh activists also freely community and forcing everyone“We plan to present this petitionin
community. participated. As the struggleto bribe the authorities. He had nahe House of Commons throug
However, Dhaliwal remained against anti-immigration laws regrets for his action, and when heslected officials of our community.
determined in his mission. As acontinued, theKkomagata Maru was taken to the scaffold onThey must understand that the
radio broadcaster, he startedpisode became a major turninglanuary 11, 1915, being a devouare in the parliament due to th
holding amoment of silence on airpoint. A Japanese vessel carryingikh he chanted prayers. 40@fforts of Mewa Singh and his
by playing asadtune at7:30 am owver 300 passengers from Indidndians had gathered outside thassociates.”
the mornings of January 11 - thewere denied entry at VancouvemMNew Westminster jail where he The Society has been organizing
day Mewa Singh was hanged irport under the discriminatory was hanged and raised slogans ispecial prayers and vigils in
1915. The person instrumentalkontinuous journey law. The shipsupport of Mewa Singh. memory of Mewa Singh for the
behind the initiative is an was forced to return on July 23, Dhaliwal believes that the past ten years and has produced
independent history researcher1914. The current Prime Ministersimple facts of history suggestthatnd distributed T-shirts bearing Bill C24, which can be used to Last y
Sohan Singh Pooni. It was heStephenHarperapologizedforthéMewa Singh’s act was thehis picture to the community.take away citizenship, hasgctiviti
researched the exact date anihcident in 2008, and Canadianculmination of Canada’s racistSanghera is currently trying toparticularly evoked sharp reactionthe hi
timing of Mewa Singh’s execution, officials generally acknowledge immigration policies. “Nowwhen mobilize community groups for withinthe immigrantcommunities.
and encouraged Punjabi radiahat it was a wrong thing to do. our Prime Minister has alsoletters of support for an initiative “What's the point seeking such
stationsto startholdingthemoment Mewa Singh and temple apologized for theKomagata to constructa memorial at the sitgecognition from a right wing Canad
of silence. Dhaliwal took the lead, president Bhaag Singh tried toMaru incident, we need to revisit of Mewa Singh'’s hanging in New Conservative governmentwhich ispassel
and this year, when the communityarrange arms to be transported tMewa Singh’s story and presentWestminster. Naveen Girn, abringing controversialimmigration disem|
marks the centenary of Mewalndia for afuture rebellion through the correct history to our kids. Heyoung history researcher, is behindaws that might strip citizenship of gecisi
Singh’s hanging, the murmuringspassengers aboard tKemagata willalways remainamartyrforus. the initiative. He was the mainpeople of foreign origin?,” asks «.qqir
for recognizing his sacrifice haveMaru. To make this happen theyAll we need to do is that his imageforce behind a marker that wasDosanjh. “A government that

From Radical Desi
Magazine, January 2015

“Koma

almost turned into a chorus. travelled to the US. Butthe plandidshould be rehabilitated in theinstalled at the site where the firstcontinues to attack the rights oftheS?'p?'\.'
Mewa Singh was born in notwork. Mewa Singhwas arrestednainstream history.” Sikh temple was established byimmigrants and refugees cannotb&' °"'9!

Amritsar, Indiain 1880. Like other along with pistols and ammunition  Dhaliwal has been raising thisMewa Singh and his comrades. expected to accept such a demangtopp
South Asianimmigrants, he movedupon entering the Canadian bordelissue through his writings and The Shaheed Mewa Singhinthefirstplace. Evenifwe assumepassel
to Canada for a better livelihoodDespite pressure fromimmigrationpublic speeches. He points out thaBports and Cultural Association isthat it does accept the demand, ipasser
in 1906. He worked at a mill in authorities to testify against Bhaag ouis Riel, a hero of the Métis another group thatorganizes sporteecomes meaningless whenwe seghere
New Westminster. Most Singhand other prominent Ghadaresistance, was long viewed as avents in his memory, where théts ongoing onslaught on they, . ..
immigrants had come to this pariparty leaders, he did not cooperateriminal. “If Riel can now be young winners are rewarded withimmigrants.” This o
of the world as British subjects, aswith the authorities. He was laterrecognized as arespected figure ifree T-Shirts bearing his picture.  He also expects the activists to, 9
both India and Canada were Britishreleased. Canadian history, why can'tMewa  “The ideais to generate interesget over symbolic demands, and eXC_'“‘
for Mewa Singh and his rather focus on real issues. “Wemmigi
contribution among the inquisitive need to keep Mewa Singh’sand th
members of the youngerstruggle against oppression alivesoyth
generation”, explains Parminderrather than wasting energy on,gqist
Swaich, who is close to the groupseeking apologies for the pasﬁncludi
and has written articles for themistakes and recognition of
souvenir brought out by thehistorical wrongs.” becorr
association. The two groups are SwaichagreesandsaysthatMew#! 191
unanimous in their demand forSinghwillalways be knownasaherao supy
rectifying Mewa Singh’simagein in the South Asian community, coloniz
the history books and accept himwhether or not the governmentig, pi
as a Canadian hero. recognizes his contributions. “His nspec
However, independent comm-actionneedsto be situated inabroader

unity activist Parshottam Dosanjhcontextofthe history of racismin this ISnow!
holds a critical view. For him the country. Unfortunately, racism strugg\
recognitions and apologies meamefuses to die despite the apology fogolonic
nothing as “institutional racism” theKomagata Maruncident by this  his sta
continues to prevail in Canada.government. It's unfortunate thatmome
The Harper government hasmmigrantcommunitiesandrefugees, o th
tightened immigration and continue to bear the brunt of thea surr
citizenship rules hitting hard atinhumanlaws underaPrime Minister
family reunions over the pastwho had apologized for something €PO"
several years. that happened a century age.” froma

This archive photo
shows Canadian
authorities and the
Komagata Maru in
Vancouver harbour, in |
the spring of 1914 j

.,
e
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) aign to get Mewa Singh
~anadian hero

ear saw a wide-ranging series of
es to commemorate a key episode in
stories of Canada and India. The
gata Maru” incident of 1914 saw
ian officials refuse to allow over 300
1gers on a Japanese steamship to
vark at the port of Vancouver. The
on was based on the so-called
uous journey” law, which barred

vhich had not sailed from the country

ndirectly toaportin Canada, without

ng en route to pick up more
gers. The Komagata Maru and its
1gers were forced to sail back to India,
many faced repression and joined
ti-imperialist liberation movement.

aring example of early 20th century
sion laws” designed to keep out

ants of Asian origin out of Canada
e United States fanned the anger of
Asians on the West Coast againstthe
attitudes of the authorities. Many,
ng Mewa Singh (above), had already
e active inthe Ghadar Party, founded
3 to fight racism in North America and
)ortan armed uprising against British

I rule in India. Executed as amurderer
S assassination of Immigration
tor William Hopkinson, Mewa Singh
videly hailed for his role inthe historic

e againstracism, discrimination and

lism, and the demand to recognize
us as atrue Canadian herois gaining
ntum. The articles on these pages are
e January 2015issue of Radical Desi,
ey-based monthly magazine which
oncurrentissuesinIndiaand Canada
progressive and secular perspective.

“I have sacrificed myself for
this good cause”

Immigration men caught me, and lgovernment, or against thethings, and it must be brought
was taken in front of the Judge,Government. | can give you nolight. The European public mus
]E(r)?rr'c/lg:/\e/:astse}aegnﬁear;thrieﬁ(rjial and was fin_ed $58. After that casénforrr_lation. Then againthr_ey saidbe aware of the fact tha
on October 30. 1914. The Was dismissed, they broughtto meinthatoffice Mr. Hopkinson, Hopkinson draws money fron
original trial trénscript is another case against me, sayingnd Bela Singh, to say that thoseis poor native men. In th
in the National Library that | had brought the fire armsp!stols that | had at Sumasg weré/ancouver pub_llc. there are
and Archives Canada. RG from one country to the othe_r, andgiven to me by Bhag Slng_h,fewwho are Chnstlan men, wh
13. Vol. 1467 ' atthattime Bela Singh, HopkinsonBalwant Singh and Harnan to glveha_v_e received us with the prop
' ’ ' and Reid went there. When | wago Mr. Raheim, and then we will bespirit, the other have treated
My name is Mewa Singh. Up locked up at Sumas, they took me/our friends. like dogs.
till to-day | have been a man thatout of the gaol, and Hopkinson, “No,” I said, “l have givenyou  For two months | have gon
has always had my prayers, aMr. Reid and Bela Singh said,the dollars before, and now agairwith Bela Singh, and saw M.
God-fearing man. There are nd‘'You have got to say that theseyou tighten me up, and want me tdcHopkinson doing all thes
words in my language to expresistols were for Bhag Singh,tell lies. | cannot give innocent underhand things, taking mone
the sorrow and troubles andBalwant Singh, and Harnan.” = men away, and get them punisheeétc. After going with Bela Singh
worries | have had to putupwith  When they took me out of gaolby making false statements.” Therthen my eyes were opened.
here in Vancouver. Mr. Reid, Mr. Hopkinson and Bela they said to me, “If you will not could not believe before that
All of us living Sikhs, when Singh said to me, “I will get you make this statement, then you arélopkinson used to do thege
we go to the Sikh Temple, it is off free if you say that Bhag Singh,no friend of ours, we cannot makethings, but now | know it is
with the object of saying our Balwant Singh and Harnan haveany more friendship with you.”... fact. | have never, and no one jn
prayers, but these others havgiven you these the world has

gone to ruin us altogether, andpistols to give to . . . known what
others goinginto the temple, andMir. Raheim.” After seeing all this, that is why | shot Mr underhand ba

firing there, destroyed the Iturned around Hopkinson. It is to show the &couver public  dealings hav

goodness of the temple spoiledand told them, (he tryth of this matterand of our suferings... 9°ne on in
it by having them shooting, and“You can cut me Vancouver,

the man being killed there. into little bits, but | and without
In the temple that day that thewill not tell that lie for you.” Bela  All night long it haunted me anyone’s help or suggestion fro
shooting was done by BelaSingh said thistome, butthe otherghat here | am a man that says mgnyone, | alone killed Mr

Singh, that day the police caughReid and Hopkinson, told Bela toprayers and those men harassedopkinson.
hold of me, and tightened me upsay it to me. First of all the threeme like this with these wrong Any meetings that we ever
and said, “Did you do the said it, and then Bela Singh kepstatements, and trying to disgracéaad in the Sikh Temple were i
shooting too,” and then whenon saying it to me. First of all, theme, and bring me into trouble. Ithe bottom storey, and there we
they caught hold of Bela Singh,three followed me around for days kept this in my heart all that night, always talked about not havin
Bela Singh said, “Why, | have and afterwards only Bela Singh. and could not sleep with thinkingbeen allowed to have our wives
done the shooting in the temple; Mr. Hopkinson said to me again,that this disgrace should follow here, but that was never talkegd
Mr. Reid and Mr. Hopkinson “I am all powerful here; | can get me about. Why should Mr. of in the top storey where th
are well aware of it, they know you right off if you make that Hopkinson bring me down to thisshooting was done. Thdt
why | have done the shooting.” statement.” | told Mr. Hopkinson, disgrace... shooting disgraced the templg.
At the time that Bela Singh “l cannot, | am a God-fearing man, | took all this deeply to heart, | Mr. Hopkinson has brought u
did that shooting we were sayingl may be cut into little pieces, butthought | must do something. lall these cases, and trouble,
prayers that anybody hearingl cannotsay that.” Then Bela Singhthen thought it better to die, | will has taken the money to the
them would have warmed theirsaid to me, “Give Mr. Hopkinson die like a man straight. TheseGovernment, and left us almogt
hearts together, and come to Godome dollars, and get it settled.” [people have disgraced uswithout bread, and all this h
with hearing those words, andsaid, “I will give you the dollars, altogether; They think we arebeen through Mr. Hopkinson.
Bela Singh, first of all shot Bhag but a lie | will not tell. I do not nothing. Sikhs are nothing; thereAfter seeing all this, that is wh
Singh, and he has two little mind paying the money, but lies lis nothing of us left, we are walkedl shot Mr. Hopkinson. It is t
children, without thought Bela will nottell.” The case where | was on. There is no judge listens to usshow the Vancouver public th
Singh killed him, and leaving charged they had it put aside, andhese four men are all powerful.truth of this matter, and of our
those two little infants without a dismissed. | paid $40 to BelaNoonecandoanything here exceptufferings, and Mr. Reid, an
mother. Bhag Singh had no wife,Singh. Mr. Hopkinson was presentBela Singh, Baboo Singh, Mr. ReidBela Singh, and Baboo Singl;
justthe two little children. Seeing They told me the whole case isand Mr. Hopkinson. That is why | there is no use the Vancouver
that badness done there, theettled. There will be nothingmorehave killed Mr. Hopkinson and | public listening to Mr. Reid, an
killing of the innocent people about it. have sacrificed my own life. Baboo Singh any longer. If the
has burned into my heart... I do not know if they had really  Hopkinsonwas a deceiver, bothisten to them there can be no
All this trouble and all this settled this case or not, but | got do the Government on one sidejustice done to us, and in the
shooting, Mr. Reid and Mr. letter from the Ottawa Govern-and to us Sikhs on the other, andause of justice | wish thi
Hopkinson are responsible for,ment. After my case was allwas a blood sucker. He catchegxposed, and the Sikhs helpgd.
and | shot Mr. Hopkinson out of dismissed from there, one dayhold of two or three on one sideIf they listen to Baboo Singh
honor and principle to my fellow Bela Singh took me down to theand two or three on the other, anénd Mr. Reid, the trouble will g
men, and for my religion. | could Immigration Office. He took me uses them as the tools in front obn. Thatis why | have given Mi.
not bear to see these troubleiside, and Mr. Hopkinson wasthe Government. Anyone thatHopkinson's life, and am goin
going on any longer... present. Mr. Hopkinson startedcould pay Hopkinson properly heto give my own, and the troubl
Let our best judges andwriting a letter, and he turnedwould manage to getoff. He wouldwill never end while the
barristers fathom this out, whyround, and asked me to tell himdothe Government, bring new merGovernment and police wil
Mr. Hopkinson has been shotwhere | came from, my father'srightin here, and say those are oldisten to these tales from Mi.
and get at the end of this troublename, my village, and everything.men that have been here beforeReid, and Baboo Singh, and thiis
They are always doing evil beforeMr. Hopkinson and Bela Singh He used to take $100. from each ois my wish, that I, Mewa Singh,
us. The other men may go andvere present in the office. | toldthe new men. He used to take fronmwish this thing cleared up.
drink, and do whatever they like,them all this, and they wrote itboth the Government side, and ... | could not bear to see the
I

The following excerpts are

D D = ~ ~ 0

O
=

(2]

D

and go to the Immigration, anddown. Mr. Hopkinson said, “Do from our side. The Governmentwrong done. That is why | hav
are accepted asright. We, thatargou not remember | got you off listened to Hopkinson, and nevelost myself to save this wrong.
God-fearing, and say our prayersfive years gaol the other day. Nowpaid any attention to us. We aream a lonely man, | have no wifg.
are being crushed, and draggegtou tell me the names of the merpoor, only coolie men, and| have not got the Immigratiof
down. | cannot, as a God-fearinghat are against the Government”whatever Hopkinson said was lawDepartment behind me, nor tte
man, look on at that any longer.they said, “You know them, give The Government listened to himCommittee behind me, and | haye

In Sumas | had a case againsbut their names, and tell us.” | toldcompletely. Everyone knows thatsacrificed myself for this goodl
me, and | got a pistol, and thehim I did not know who is with the Hopkinson did these underhandctauses
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¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i avoid cost and disruption to thethose issues were notissues,” saidefore the union and the
6’000 Workgrs In airline’s flight schedule and the union. “This is a dispute of government agreed to conclude a
fire evacuation revenue”. The attendants told theights, arising from failure of collective agreement within the
airline they were “uncomfortable government to implement following 90 days. That pact was
The umbrella body of six A building under construction flying unless United took steps tocollective agreements.” never completed, the union says,
Guinean trade union centersatthe Galaxy Macauresortin Cotanddress this security threat, Theunioncalledonits membersarguing thatits members have lost
announced an unlimited generataught fire on Jan. 8. About 6,000ncluding deplaning 300-plus to prepare for a “long drawn battle,considerable economic ground to
strike notice for January 12 acrosgonstruction workers and 150passengers and conducting & need be,” insisting it “will not high inflation rates.
the country, to denounce delays irsubcontractors inside the buildingthorough security inspection of theturn back until victory is achieved.”
implementing a new salary tableat the time were evacuated withaircraft.”
and pension system. Thethe assistance of firefighters. “There was no credible security
government responded by Thefirebrokeoutbefore11amthreat,” the airline said in a Ke_nyan tea_CherS
declaring a public holiday, makingon the top floor of the tower, statement. “All of FAA’s and strike for raise
the day non-working and payable according to aworker atthe nearbyJnited’s own safety procedures Coal India Ltd. struggled to
After tough negotiations with Light Rail Transitconstruction site. were followed, including a Kenyan teachers have vowedroduce and ship less than half of
President Alpha Conde, union“The fire was emitting thick black comprehensive safety sweepprioto continue a strike overits daily target during a five-day
leaders confirmed their walk-outsmoke for quite a while. When itto boarding, and the pilots, employment terms after rejectingstrike that began on Jan. 6,
due to failure of the talks. was burning, we couldn't seemechanics and safety leadershe government's offer of $102hampering government efforts to
Negotiations were to continue, butanyone on the building top fromdeemed the aircraft entirely safemillionin benefits and allowances. privatise the industry. Unionized
union officials said they intend to to fly.” “The strike will continue until miners at the world’'s top coal
return to their original demands. The attendants said in the “wakethe demands of teachers are metgroducer are protesting Prime
The unions are also angered b( of the disappearance of Malaysiegkenya National Union of TeachersMinister Narendra Modi's move
the state’s indifference to the Flight370 and awarningissued byChairman Mudzo Nzili said on to allow private companies to mine
situation of workers in the Friguia TSA about consumer electronicJan. 9. About 288,000 educatorsand sell the fuel for the firsttime in
factory in Sotelgui, Feralux and device bombs justaweek earlier,’in public schools are taking partin42 years. Modi's ministers have
Conakry port, the non-em‘orcemenl| they had a “heightened duty andhe stoppage that started on Jan. Said thatincreasing competitionis
of special status for education an legal responsibility” to do afterthe government'swithdrawalkey to ending India’s power
health, and a failure to respec whatever was necessary to makef a proposal to increase pay by ashortage.
agreements on fuel prices. sure everyone onboard was safemuch as 60 percent. But miners warn this will lead
As aresult, four years following Grace Lam, one of the The International Monetary to pay and job cuts at Coal India,
his election in December 2010 terminated flight attendants said Fund claimsthatthe Kenya’s wagewhich is a state enterprise. S.Q.
President Conde faces the firs| “given the gravity of the risks bill is more than half of the Zama, secretary general of the
union walkout during his rule. In involved - the lives of passengersountry’s tax income, and thelndian National Mineworkers
A

General strike by
Guinea unions

Coal miners re-
Sist privatization

January and February 2007, and crew alike - we were notwilling government says no additionalFederation, said unions would end
to bow to United’s pressure tofunds exist to raise educators'the strikeifthe governmentassured
ignore an unresolved securitysalaries. The most recent offethemthat private companieswould
30 of the 33 prefectures of thehere,” he told the media. threat.” meets teachers’ demands relatingot be allowed to do any
country, forcing then-president “Allconstructionworkerswere  Theflightattendants were firedto housing, hardship, and leaveeommercial mining for atleast the
Lansana Conte to form asafely evacuated with no injuriesin October for insubordination. allowances, Labor Secretarynext six months and that more
“government of broad consensus”reported. GEG [Galaxy Enter-The federal complaint accuseKazungu Kambi stated in a Jan. @alks would take place before the
tainment Group]is working closely United of bullying and retaliatory statement. The proposal wouldndustry was opened up.
with the relevant parties for furtherfirings. The attendants want theirincrease the total annual wage bill Coal India produced 645,000
) investigation related to the fire,”jobs back, back pay andforteacherstoabout10 percentofonnesonJan.6,lessthathalfofits
freedom is to stated the company afterwards. compensatory damages. the budget, he said, adding thatisual daily output at this time of
, The building is part of the salary levels willonly be reviewed year, mainly using contract
attack democracy’ second phase of GEG’s expansiOtNigeria health after completion of a job evaluationworkers. But the output could fall
on Macau’s Cotai Strip. About 40 for all public-sector employeesfurtherif any contractworkers join
On January 8 at noon, severafirefighters were deployed to fight \WOrkers Struggle including teachers, police officersthe strike. Coal India has a
hundred journalists gathered inthe plaze. Their major difficulty and health workers. permanent workforce of 286,196,
front of the editorial office of \yastoapproachthefirescenestep Nigerian health workers Kenyan teachers’ last strikeand also employs about 65,000
Charlie Hebdo, at the invitation of hy step, as construction works weréhreatened to escalate strike actioniasted three weeks in July 2013¢ontract workers.
SNJ, SNJ-CGT and CFDT, theynderway in many spots and mosby stoppng “skeletal and
three French journalists unionsparts of the path was obstructed.concessional services” in all
affiliated to the International  According to the initial healthcare facilities, after the
Federation of Journalists (IFJ) andnvestigation, a giant decorationfederal government failed to atteng
its European group (EFJ). mounted on the outer wall of thea scheduled meeting between bot
Addressing the crowd, Anthony top floor of the building caught sides on January 5. The Join
Bellanger, Deputy Generalfjre as workers were carrying outHealth Workers Union told the
Secretary of the IFJ said, “We argyelding work nearby. Made of media that the suspension o
gathered here to pay tribute to OUfjpreglass, it emitted black smokeactivity in the wake of the strike
colleagues in Charlie Hebdo whowhen it burst into flames. Burning was to ensure “total compliance”,
were killed on Wednesdaydebris broke off from the describing federal government's
(January 7). We must stand up foglecoration and fell to ground levelattitude as “lack of commitment

them and for the entire professiongyring the incident. and seriousness.”
here in France but also around the The association is demandind

world. We have received message : that the federal government
from Asia, Oceania, Afrlc_a :_;md Ntendants flred implement agreements reache
America. They are mobilizing t]‘Or Safety Walkout

since 2009 and several rulings o
everywhere to defend freedom o the National Industrial Court in

J

similar strike by the unions and
civil society managed to paralyze

“T o attack press

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the
Labour S tart website,
www .labourst art.org

(" Join the Communist & )

Party of Canada %

i
The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of
fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociajsm.
The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the

=

expression and freedom of the Thjrteen former United Airlines their favour. The chairperson of| fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sofour
press. We are all Charlie Hebddjight attendants say they were fired/ OHESU, Ayuba Wabba said, tha} members are active across the country, to build our party and to jelp
today. for refusing to work a commercial two previous meetings since thq strengthen people’s movements on awide range ofissues. All our polfcies

SNJ General Secretary,flight from San Francisco to Hong strike started on November 12 hav and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rpore

Dominique Pradalie said “We MUStKong after the airline discoveredbeen “without meaningful
remain mobilized” as she praisedthreatening” words and “menac-progress.”
the work of the colleagues whojngimagesdrawn onthetailcone The union has also accused th
died while working. Emmanuel of the Boeing 747. The aircraftgovernment of threatening anc
Vire, General Secretary ofthe SNJyas being prepared for takeoffintimidating its members, in effect
CGT, insisted thatthe governmeniast July 14 when flight attendantspushing “double standards”
had failed to do enough for thepecame aware that oil from thedifferent from how government
satirical weekly and must now dogjrcraft's auxiliary engine was usedtreated doctors who went on strikd
more to help the press. Isabellg, paint the words “BYE BYE” in earlier.
Bordes, Deputy General Secretargx.inch-high letters above two JOHESU condemned calls to
of the CFDT, raised his pencil onfaces, “one smiling and the othempolice by hospital management ir
behalf of journalists. with a more troubling devilish Lagos state to quell picketing|
Mogens Blicher Bjerregaard, expression,” accordingto a federahealthworkers, and the denial o
President of the Europeancomplaint filed with the pay for 28 selected union leader§
Federation of Journalists (EFJ)pepartment of Labor. in Federal Medical Centres in|
said: “l cameto Paristo paytribute  The flight attendants say thatBirnin Kudu and Bida.
to our French colleagues of Charliqnjted Airlinesignored a“serious  “We have specific cases tha
Hebdo. Thisis atragedy. To attackyng credible threat to the securityve have taken stock of, but the
the freedom ofthe pressistoattackng safety of passengers byottom line is when NMA did
democracy.” ordering them to fly in order to theirs, they supported them, and

11%

about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
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Venezuela t aking step s to overcome recession

mistakes which must be corrected.
“ltisnecessarytorectifythe mistakes
in models, in manage-ment, in the
direction of important [nationalised]
companies and productive facilities,
and inthe Venezuelan fields which are
inthe hands ofthe Bolivarianrevolution.
When | say this, | say it with absolute
knowledge andrespon-sibility,”he said.

The steps outlined by Maduro

will include:

W“‘;?dﬁdﬁ 1) The creation of a new
i “‘ﬂﬂda currency exchange system to
perfect the needs of different
economic sectors.

2) Fiscal reform to increase the
amount raised in taxes.

3) The streamlining of public
spending to reduce “wasteful” or

; inflation infood prices s far higher |
\égggfnubeé?%ailyglgizom, than overall inflation, at 92.8%

annually.
The Venezuelan government The BCV also reported that}s
has published previously withhelddespite these negative trend
data revealing that the economyenezuelaregistered atrade surpl
entered a recession in the seconid the firstthree quarters of 2014 o
quarter of 2014. However $6.8 billion, reflecting a positive
President Nicolas Maduro said orbalance of payments. Internationd |
Dec. 30 that significant changes taeserves are $20,890 billion. \
Venezuela’'seconomic modelwere Nevertheless, the import of
being planned and that angoods to Venezuela fell by 1.4%
economic “recovery plan” would mainly due to a decrease in privatg
be implemented in early 2015. sector foreign purchases of 12.3%
Areport released by the Vene-This was compensated by ar#
zuelan Central Bank (BCV) increase in public sector imports{ %
showed that the economyThrough 2014 private companieg.«
contracted by -4.8% in the firstcomplained that they were unabl
quarter of 2014, -4.9% in Q2, andto get access to sufficient dollarg

-2.3% in Q3 through currency controls to Venezue'aisworking to expand itssystem of peop'e's communes, “luxurious” expenses, in order to
The slowdown occurred in theimportthe necessary products fromyhijle also tackling the immediate problems posed by the focus on social spending and

context of a series of economicabroad to satisfy demand in theilinternational capitalist economy. productive investment.

problems facing the Southrespective markets. 4) The strengthening of

American OPEC nation, which The BCV statement cited Critics say government econ- The president said that aninternational reserves, especially
include anincreasingly overvaluedcontinuing positive trends in certainomic policy is largely to blame, increase in the price of domestiche strategic dollar and strategic
fixed-rate currency, shortages ofsocial indicators, including that pointing the finger at distortions gasoline, which is the cheapest irbolivar funds.
many basic products includingunemployment is at a low of 5.9%created by “strict” foreign currency the world and is sold at below 5) The efficient application of
some food and medicines, andindthatextreme household povertgxchange controls, price controlsproduction cost, would not bethe establishment of price controls
Bolivarian-era record annualmeasured by Unsatisfied Basicand domestic subsidies such as dimplemented in the short time, aso ensure “balanced and fair” prices
inflation of 63.6% as of November. Needs had fallen slightly to 5.4%.the sale of gasoline. “today itwouldn’thelp”. However to confront the “economic war”.
These problems have been The Venezuelan government President Nicolas Maduro saidboththe currency control and price  6) Initiatives for investment and
compounded by a fall in the oil argues thatthe economic problemghat significant changes tocontrol systems are set to be&conomicgrowthin differentareas
price from US $99 per barrel inare due to an“economic war” beingvVenezuela’s economic model andeformed, with details to be of national production.
June to $48 by Dec. 30, effectivelywaged by hostile business elitesgcurrency control regime wereannounced in early January. 7) Initiatives to address the
reducing the government's foreignthe conservative opposition, andoeing planned for early 2015. While Maduro underlined the savings and excess liquidity (in
export revenue by 50%. Oil saleshe U.S. government. They citethe “This recovery program is government’s position that anpolivars) in the productive sector
account for almost all of the violent opposition protests whichfocused on maintaining social“economic war” was responsibleas an anti-inflationary strategy.
country’s foreign earnings. shutdown several Venezuelancitiesnvestment and recuperatingfor the situation in the country, 8) The establishment of special
The inflation statistics were earlier this year, and widespreagroduction. The plan will have mentioning the violent“guarimba” economic zones along the Colom-
published after a three monthpractices of contraband, hoardinghree phases, of six months, twgrotests and various destabilisinghian border and oil producing areas
absence. According to newspapeand price speculation as evidencgears and four years,” Maduro toldeconomic practices, he also statetb strengthen anti-contraband
El Universal'sreport on the data, to support their position. journalists. that his government had madeefforts.e

Afghanistan war is far from over

By T.J. Petrowski controversial agreement allowsand activists, burnt down schoolsU.S. au;horities weren't aware ofPakist_an-Afghan—istan bordgr
e for thousands of U.S. troops topoisoned children, and rapedAfghanistan’s mineral wealth areas into the world’s top heroin
After 13 years, the U.S. andremain for another decade andvomen. before the invasion; the Sovietproducer, with the collaboration
NATO are announcing the end togrants all U.S. service personnel After the PDPA was over- Union in the 1970s and 1980sof the U.S. Drug Enforcement
combat missions in Afghanistanimmunity from prosecution under thrown, the U.S. largely disen-confirmed the existence ofAgency in Islamabad.
and the withdrawal of troops. ButAfghan laws. Several massacregaged from Afghanistan, havingenormous mineral reserves and The money from the drug trade
despite the symbolic flag-lowering and unlawful acts were committedaccomplished its prim-ary objec-produced “superb geological mapss laundered through banks and
ceremony, the U.S.-led tive, and the various and reports that listed more thamecycled as covert funds for
warisinfactnotending, - counter-revol- 1,400 mineral outcroppings, alongintelligence agencies. Money
and the brutal war is set utionary factions withabout70commercially viable laundering, according to the IMF,
to continue through fought amongst deposits.” constitutes 2-5% of the world’s
2015. NATO is set to them-selves in a  Prior to the invasion, opium GDP, and a significant share of
“transition” to a non- deva-stating civil cultivation was banned by themoney laundering is linked to the
combat, “Resolute war. The Taliban, an Taliban in collaboration with the trade in narcotics. Narcotics
Support” mission to organization of United Nations, and by 2001 therepresents the third largest
assist the Afghan Islamic students led crop had declined by 90% to 185commaodity after oil and arms, with
National Army in its by Mullah tonnes. After the U.S. invasionpowerful financial interests behind
operations, with 4,000 Mohammed Omar, the opium crop skyrocketed undetthe trade. “From this standpoint,
NATO troopsto remain defeated these Hamid Karzai. The drug tradegeopolitical and military control
in Afghanistan into factions and was animportant source of coverbver the drug routes is as strategic
2015. captured Kabul in funding for the Afghan counter- as oil and oil pipelines,” writes
President Obama has 1996. The U.S., keen revolutionaries during the 1980sProfessor Michel Chossudovsky.
auth-orized 10,800 U.S. to see Afghanistan and 1990s and haslong beenunder Working people need to reject
troops to remain in under strong central the control of the CIA. the various pretences used by
Afghanistan in 2015 (an increaseby U.S. troops in Afghanistan, rule to allow a US-led group to Mujahideen counterevolu- Westernimperialismto exploitthe
of 1,000 from his May 2014 pledgeincluding the murder of 16 builda multi-billion-dollar oiland tionaries forced Afghan peasantpeople and resources of other
to reduce troop levels), to resumeivilians in Kandahar and footagegas pipeline from Turkmenistanto plant opium, turning the countries around the worlel.
combat opera-tions against Afgharof U.S. soldiers urinating on theto the Arabian Sea, indirectly
militants (including nightraids by dead bodies of Afghans andsupported the Taliban's rise tg
Special Operation soldiers,posing for photographs with deadpower through Pakistan and Sauc
previously banned by formercivilians. Arabia.
Afghan President Hamid Karzai), Imperialism has a long history The U.S.-led 2001 invasion of
and aerial strikes. A seniorofoccupations and interference inAfghanistan had nothing to do with
American military officer was Afghanistan. Inthe 1980s,the U.S9/11 or bin Laden. The invasion
quoted saying that “the Air Forceand its allies, through Pakistanwas animperialist war of resource
expects to use F-16 fighters, B-1Bfunded radical Islamic counter-plundering and transferring public
bombers and Predator and Reapeevolutionaries, including bin wealth into private hands. The
drones to go after the Taliban inLaden and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,media went into a frenzy when th
2015 fighting to topple the People’s U.S.“discovered nearly $1 trillion
The continuation of combat Democratic Party of Afghanistanin untapped mineral deposits i
operations comes after the signingPDPA), thenimplementing wide- Afghanistan” in 2010. Thé&lew
of the Bilateral Security Agree-spread social reforms thatYork Timeseven declared that
ment (BSA) between the U.S. ancbenefited millions of Afghans. Afghanistan could become “the
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani,These “freedom fighters,” as SaudiArabiaoflithium,”amineral
a former U.S. citizen and World former U.S. President Reagarused in the manufacture of
Bank employee. The highly described them, tortured teacherbatteries. It is inconceivable thai
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‘ ‘m\l The Interview: cheap

cultural stereotypes
By Chevy Phillips (updated

result of senseless culturalpopulation of Korea as direct
rrogance”, while also observingcasualties of war, or from
H}OemRzgglergSm %% posted Orfhat the Chinese themselves werstarvation and exposure(7)
g, Dec. . .
21, 2014) also not so long ago the targets of The extraprdmary loss of life
such mockery and opprobriu) and destructiveness of the US-le
In late December, President
Obama admonished Sony formeninsula has been tense fonot been forgotten in Pyongyang
cancelling the release of the Sethlecades, including annual jointThe North Koreans are often
Rogen comedyThe Interviewas military exercises conducted byaccused of being paranoid, bu
an “affront to free speech”. Sony,US forces and their southernperhaps that's not surprising.
forits part, claimed ithad no choiceKorean allies. The North feels Let'simagine that the situation
since terrorist threats had beeithese are little more than “invasionwas reversed. Let's imagine 3
made against movie-goers. Byexercises,” and fears nuclearcountry like Iran, or perhaps the
January,The Interviewhad been annihilation should such anNorth Koreans themselves, hag
released in theatres and online. invasion be mounted. Nuclearproduced a blockbuster movie
The governmentin Pyongyangthreats against the North go backomplete with well-known actors,
has denied being behindthecybeto the 1950s and Generalabout the assassination o
attack, which dumped emails,MacArthur’s ravings about President Obama. How would the
movie scripts, and other sundrycreating a “wasteland” inthe north,US react? Would they accuse th
confidential material on-line and right up to the modern day as seenffending movie (and state) of
left Sony reeling. Ithas also deniedn the memoirs of former CIA chief threatening peace and stability, an
with equal vehemence makingand Defense Secretary Leorpromoting terrorism? Such a
terrorist threats against moviePanetta. reaction is not particularly hard to
theatres. The Korean War (1950-53) wasconceive.
Who is responsible? an extraordinarily destructive one, We should therefore not be tog
Despite the FBI's certainty thatwith up to three million Korean surprised that North Korea has
North Koreawas behind this wholecasualties, and included threats byeacted badly to the prospect o
affair, it's tough to prove either the US-led forces of chemical andThe InterviewBut we should also
way. One may also question thenuclear attackg5) not assume that nation’s
likelihood of North Korea  Noted North Korea expert government to automatically be
preparing to kill US civilians en Bruce Cummings points out: behind the cyber-attack on Sony
masse for going to see the movie;Napalm was invented at the endThe latter does not necessarily
since even one such attack woul@fthe second world war. It becamefollow from the former, and just
undoubtedly result in anamajorissue during the Viethamabout anyone (nation state o
unimaginably severe counter-war, brought to prominence byotherwise) with an interest in
attack from the US. Would North horrific photos of injured civilians. causing harm to Sony could now
Korea really put its very existenceYet far more napalm was droppecbe using the North Korean’s
at stake over a film, howeveron Korea and with much moreunderstandable anger as cover fd
offensive? Besides, US media islevastating effect, since thetheir own machinations.
constantly ridiculing the leadershipDemocratic People’s Republic of In light of all of this, perhaps
of North Korea, and the North hasKorea (DPRK) had many moreit’s not such a bad thing a movie
no track
threatening or carrying out attacksndustrial installations than Northreal life, currently-in-office,
against US civilians as a result. Vietnam. national leader in an extremely]
We’'llprobably neverknowwho  “In a major strike on the sensitive and possibly explosive
the “Guardians of Peace” (GOP)industrial city of Hungnam on 31 region was pulled. However
actually are. Some discussion haguly 1950, 500 tons of ordnancehumorous it was intended to be
even suggested it was a revenge&as delivered through clouds bywe can assume (probably safely|
attack by former Sony employeesradar; the flames rose 200-30Ghat the last thing the citizens of
In a recent development, adeet into the air. The air force either the north or south of Korea
reported inBusiness Insideon dropped 625 tons of bombs ovewant is aggravation of a long-
Dec. 20, the GOP uploaded avide®orth Korea on 12 August... By standing, bitter conflict that has
to Youtube(1) mocking the FBI late August B-29 formations werecost so many lives. Feelings are
and seeming to suggest the Fedsropping 800 tons a day on thdikely to be the same in the nation
were way off in attributing blame North. Much of itwas pure napalm.surrounding Korea, particular
to North Korea(2) From June to late October 1950China and Japan.
On Dec. 19, the BBC’s Radio 4B-29s unloaded 866,914 gallons The principle of free speech
news program PM featured a an ITof napalm(6) has been invoked in the critical
security expertclaimingtherewas And this from the notorious reaction to Sony’s cancellation of]

“more evidence of Iraq having USAFgeneral, Curtis LeMay: “We the release, but this is misplaced.

WMD than there was of North wentoverthere and fought the waiVhen the long-standing possibility
Korea being behind the Sonyandeventually burned down everyof war breaking out (again) on the
hack.”(3) town in North Korea anyway, Korean peninsula is concerned

Chinese media has also made someway or another, and some ifkeeping the peace and potentiall
point of commenting.Global South Korea too.... Over a periodsaving millions of lives is far more
Times pointed out that, “The of three years or so, we killed off -important than a few laughs ang

vicious mocking of Kim is only a what - twenty percent of the cheap shots at cultural stereotype$

D.

The world is not a poorer place as
a result of one low-brow comedy|
being consigned to “straight-to-
DVD” release.®

4

S
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watch?v=hiRacdl02w4
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edition, July 1999.

6. www.japanfocus.org/-Bruce-
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7.US Strategic Air Power 1948-1962:
Excerpts from an interview with
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Johnson, David A. Burchinal, and
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The situation on the Koreancampaign against the North has

record of either populous cities and urbandepicting the assassination of a
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MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Rise Again: a Rise Up Singing sequel

Peter Blood and Annie Patterson created the popular gr
singing songbook Rise Up Singing in 1988. The compact 12
song anthology, originally published by Sing Out! Magazine,

sold more than amillion copies, animpressive number considg
that it's chock full of songs that express several centurie
peoples’ struggles withinthe USA and around the world. Now
response to popular demand, Blood and Patterson are rele
a second 1200-song anthology called, appropriately eno
Rise Again. The new book, scheduled for publication n
summer, continues the original concept of providing just wo|
and chords (with illustrations by Patterson). Pete Seeger,

died in January 2014, was active in the project. He encourd
the authors, helped select the songs and contributed a pre
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Seeger believed that people need to sing together and th

this

new edition (with more blues, country, rock & roll, and recent
popular and indie songs) would carry on the work of Rise [Up
Singing. Check out the website. It's a valuable resource where

you can listen to recordings of the songs. If you can help out
authors are still accepting donations. For more in
www.riseupandsing.org.

Solidarity Notes on Burnaby Mountain

Not long ago | received a most inspiring musical video in
mail. It was the Solidarity Notes Labour Choir singing “W\
Won't Go” at the November 8th rally on Burnaby Mountai

the
fO:

he
e
n!

where activists had gathered to defend the Coast Salish Territgries.

The Texas-based energy infrastructure giant Kinder Mor
wants to expand its pipelines through this land, to carry oil fr
the tar sands to markets in the USA and Asia. If the plan
ahead, every day an oil tanker will sail past Vancouver, Victg
and the Gulf Islands. Solidarity Notes is a group of acti

singers founded in 2000 with the support of the Vancouver

District Labour Council, which is seeking to bring commun
activists and unionists together. Today it has more than
members. Its criteria for membership is simply a willingness
sing and a commitment to the principles of the labour and sq
justice movements. While they have some pretty impressive
in their resume, these folks mostly sing on picket lines, pe
marches, demonstrations, memorials and social justice ben
Look for “We Won't Go - Solidarity Choir” on YouTube. Lear
more at http://www.solidaritynotes.ca/.

Two new David Rovics releases

The outstanding radical singer-songwriter David Rovics ig
prolific that he’s hard to keep up with. He's recorded mc
than thirty albums over the last eighteen years. His la
release is a double albumthen I'm Elected Presidemind

Wayfaring StrangerThe former consists of new composition
while the latter is a collection of covers. It's a fundraiser

what Rovics hopes will be an independent write-in “Da
Rovics For President” campaign in 2016. Like all of his wa
it's both compassionate and militant. Highlights for me inclu

Rovics’ response to the glorification of World War | (“Neith¢

King Nor Kaiser”), and his song for Michael Brown (“Hi
Hands Were inthe Air”). Another new Rovics alblralasteen
Habibti (roughly “Beloved Palestine”), is actually

compilation of previously released material, but it's mor
revelation than a repackaging. The many fine songs Ro
has recorded over the years in tribute to the Palesti
struggle are brought togethand carefully ordered to mak
listening toFalasteen Habibta deeply engrossing experienc
As always, Rovics displays impressive narrative skill, incis
political analysis and a keen sense of history. For more i
http://davidrovics.bandcamp.com/.

Musicians campaign for streaming $$$

A special conference of the International Federation of Musici
(IMF), held Nov. 20-21 in Budapest, has endorsed a worldw
declaration calling for a more equitable share for musician
online music service revenues. The motion was presented t
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IMF by American Federation of Musicians President Ray Hair

nd

Alan Willaert, AFM Vice-President from Canada. The Budapgst

Declaration calls for a 50-50 sharing of streaming revenues

ith

record producers. The shift away from physical recordings gnd

digital downloads to on-demand service providers such as

rius

XM, Spotify and Pandora, has led to a drastic drop in royalty
revenues for professional musicians. Last year U.S. supefstar
Taylor Swift withdrew her entire catalogue from streaming giant
Spotify. In 2013 Radiohead’s Thom Yorke did the same. Forier
Talking Head singer and music industry critic David Byrne has
declared that the company is “not a viable business mode] for
musicians”. For more info: www.fim-musicians.org/budapept-

declaration.




11 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e JANUARY 1-31, 2015

Ontario judges declare “housing is not a human right”

By Howard Tessler, Parkdale shelters between between 2007 and In 2010 housing advocates bega

2013. a Charter challenge to the Supremg i

Club, Toronto The vacancy rate in Toronto isCourt, arguing that homeless gégiglé%ﬂn% gorz_sgeiox)i”z%y

The first week of 2015 was 1.6%. A “healthy” vacancy rate, people’s rights to equality, life, | a Trova Nuestra, evening of ' '
bitterly cold in Toronto. The first according to Canada Mortgage andiberty and security of the person atin  American music,
week also saw the homelesddousing Corporation (CMHC), is had been violated by a lack ofggmission $10, 8 pm, Friday, ==
population of the city decline - not 3%. Toronto’s official affordable housingand cutstosocialian 30, Centre for Socialist Jose MartiDinnerand Dance ,
due to the housing policies of newlyunemployment rate for adults isprograms. Education. 706 Clark Drive Sat., Jan. 31,7 pm, 1604 Bloor
elected mayor, John Tory, or bette8.8% while youth unemployment The federal and Ontario o . A St. West, Cuban dinner and
affordability of rental housing. It stands at17.6%. The nationalgovernments appealed to Ontario'd-eft Film N,!ght, No Justice, cultural program, dancing with
dropped because two of Toronto’saverage is 7% and 13.4%Superior Court to block the caseNO Peace,” 5 pm, Saturday, pablo Terry and Sol de Cuba

homeless froze to death. respectively. from going to Canada’s highestcourtFeb. 7, Centre for Socialist band.$35advance, $45atdoor.
Mayor Tory and his Public Health  Federal governments overthe lasThe housing advocates broughEducation, 706 ClarkDrive.Ph.  sponsored by Canadian-
department argued about when a0 years made it harder to receivexperts to testify, and had 10,000604-255-2041 for details. Cuban Friendship Association

“extreme cold weather alert” shouldunemployment insurance. There ippages of studies and statistics to sho Toronto. To reserve tickets:

be announced, and by whom. .Tor)stlll no national housing strategy,exactly how the governments anm 905-951-8499 or 416-534-

also apnounced that tl\:jv%add|t|on3|tilra)[/_vlngtheocondemna_tlon ofU_nlr'F]etrdthek:I pofhgesdwglatefdtr':he hu(rjnan alestine: 68 years of 5340.

warming centres would be openedNations. On any given night, rights of hundreds of thousands o ; .

Activists in the Ontario Coalition 235,000 people in Canada areCanadians. Jgﬁg%e alng(r)ezﬁtag%%m i% getthu?:e tI)Daystmg%r'lEZ pfznéo

against Poverty (OCAP) saw this ahomeless. In the next three to five On September8,2013,adecisiortit)'/ Centre Library with at. Feb. ) ;

a partial victory for their activities years federal subsidies to non-profitvas reached. Mr. Justice Thomas ' &=, = *'5 " g \nera Thobani Danforth Ave. Tickets $5, door

and pressure. co-op housing will end. ThousandsLederer did not disagree with any OfSSBC HannaK Canad prize all-inclusive trip for two to
Torontonians responded byof families living in rent-geared-to the evidence brought forward by( ), HannaKawas (Canada Cuba. Mediasponsor: People’s

holding a candle-light vigil by the income units will face eviction.  the homeless advocates. Hd alestine Assoc.), Sid Shniad  voice. Fortickets, call 416-469-

bus shelter where the first homeless Since the mid-1990s Ontario hasacknowledged their facts. But hellndependent Jewish Voices). 2446,

man was found frozen to death. seen the ending of non-profit co-opagreed with the governments

And theToronto Stareditorialized housing, replacementof rentcontrolawyers. He said that human rights
thatthe deaths “seem less a problenvith rent regulation, welfare rateshave nothing to do with economic 1 A =
of flawed policy and more arﬁ) errorcut by 22%, and the de-funding ofsecurity: “The Charter does nothing People SVOICe dead I I ne.];
in judgement on the part of publicpro-tenant housing advocacyto provide assurance that we al
health authorities.”(see “More groups. share aright to a minimum standarg . .
flexibility is neede(d in issuing In Toronto, there has been &of living.” February 1-14 'S_SLJe' ThurSday’ Jan. 22
extreme cold weather alerts.” steady increase in the numbers of Itseemed thatin Canada, housin February 15-28 issue: Thursday, Feb. 5
January 8, 2015) people waiting for social housing.is not a human right. L o i

But it was indeed the policies of At the end of 2013 the waiting list  The homeless advocates went t Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
the federal, provincial, and for social housing was 77,1090ntario’s Court of Appeals, but on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
municipal governments that killed households, up by 4,413 householdBecember 1, 2014, the court ruleg .
those two men, as well as the 15®ver the previous year. Emergencyagainstthe homeless. Justice Gladyfs <pvoice@telus.net>

people who died in Toronto’s shelter use has increased as well. Pardu said thatthe case was politica;
notlegal. The federal and provincialsocial assistance and housinghe streets of Toronto attest to the
lawyers said “the Charter does nosupport. Economic and socialpolitical and economic realities of

I include a general right to housing ompolicies are political matters..” life in Canada, and not to the
TrIbUte to a Comradey oblige governments to providenO The two rrr:en frozen to death onweather.®

a Friend and a Mentor _ | L
Itis difficult to write about a man like Harold Keeton without placing Ontarlo CommunIStS IaunCh recrurtlng drlve

himin the era wherein his activities and contributions made a significant
mark. Harold was born in 1918 in the industrial city of Hamilton. Hewas Across Ontario, clubs andenergy policy (penned by Big Qil), But these right-wing politics
a teenager at the beginning of the Great Depression, and barely 21 atdig€vists are organizing to build on our foreign policy (dictated by have also created openings for the
outbreak of WW2. the Communist Party intheir cities,the US State Department, Big Oilleft, a new urgency for mass action
_As a young returned soldier, Harold went to work in the Firestongn campuses, in workplaces. Irand Harper), and nationalinthe labourmovement. Thereisa
Tire Plant and became a member of Local 113 of the United Rubbggct Communists are fighting to sovereignty (rapidly downthe tubenew receptiveness to the
Workers Union, alocal that he represented in many ways over the Yeathange the world, and to build athanks to Harper, Big Oil, and freeCommunist Party and its
Prior to this he joined the Communist Party of Canada around 19405 ong revolutionary party, and atrade deals). Prescription for a People’s
mel?i)ng?tlr? ?e rreta;ngd ‘I’V'lt)h prrwertizeHrermﬁ"r:]dﬂﬂoLms "fr‘?]' hiargRoWerful labour and people’s  UnemployedworkersandyouthRecovery, its alternative of peace
workers and Typesetters at the daily paper. Harold was instrumental Accc_)rdlngtothe CPC’s Ontanpjobs, prosperity and qpportu_nltlesmonopol_y, ant|,-|mpe_r!al|st,
organizing the returned veterans from a government training facility th ommittee, change is in the. a|r.prom|sed by the Big Businessdemaocratic people scoaht!onthat
led to the “Veteran's March”, the largest of the strike support marches. H‘Qere isan urgentgigmandforjobsparylgs during elec_:tlons. Theputs people before profits and
also was the prime mover in bringing Woody Guthrie and Pete Seeger't§ind wages and living stan_dardspollues of austerity, unem- curbs corporate power. ,
entertain at a massive rally at the Stelco plant gates. affordable housing, strong universaployment, falling living standards ~ The Communist Party’s vote
Many labour activists rested after 1946, but for Harold Keeton it wagnd comprehensive social programand disappearing social anddoubled in the 2014 provincial
the beginning of a life of activism. When | met Harold in 1962, he wa§cluding Medicare, childcare, political rights, are universal to election, and recruits also doubled
active in the anti-nuclear movement, environmental movement, th@ccessible post-secondarythe Big Business parties - and tan 2014. Progressives are reaching
struggle for universal Medicare and later the struggle against ttRducation, and a Canada Pensiaiose like the New Labour NDPleft, and some are reaching out for
Vietnam war. As a Communist labour activist Harold was involved irPlan that kicks in at age 60 andvho would like to join that the Communist Party and radical,
the Unity Caucus in Hamilton that resisted the raids and McCarthyitdelivers benefits equivalent to aexclusive club. fundamental change.
agenda to destroy the left unions in Canada. He was always the strdiving wage. Politics are polarizing in  This winter, Ontario Comm-
voice of reason and always very respected. In the Hamilton Labour People want action now onOntario, as the election campaignsinists are reaching outto welcome
Council Harold was the catalyst for the left, for unity and militancy. Heclimate change. They want actiorin 2014 showed. The capitalistall those interested in finding out
was a mentor for the young and the militant. on Aboriginal rights and land crisis has created openings on thenore about the Communist Party
In the 1976 CLC work stoppage against the Trudeau wage controlgjaims, and an inquiry into missingfar right for Tea Party politics like and socialism. Another world is
Harold was working fervently on preparations when he discovered thahg murdered Aboriginal womenthe Ford Brothers in Toronto City possible, and this is the best place
the CLC had no official flag to lead the pending protest of 40,00Qq gjr|s. Hall. Other “mini-Fords” in  to fight for it - and win it.
workers. He promptly designed a flag and had it adopted by Labour They\yantmore democracy, notOntario just waiting for an The CPC’s new Central

Council; subsequently it flew over Hamilton City Hall on the day of ; . : ;
protest. This flag was presented by Harold Keeton and Council Presidéﬁ?s’ and more say over Canada'spportunity. |Oang)zri1?;|eor|r;] \?2?3 a?;/) y;rf (;] a\gg: nbien

Hugh Usher to the next CLC Convention and was officially adopted by ;

; February for an important
theHdaerloelge"toevséJ t:ﬁug;;:_cfgzgeowg?jxtwrﬁzﬁf Ss'g?jg:;' :g;ﬁlsdtﬁgte ' ;' Celebrate the father of socialized medicine in Canada! weekend. _
wasn'’t playing his drums in some musical group. An invitation to on Saturday, February 21, is a

of his and Florence’s barbecues was an introduction to art, music afd NORMAN BETHUNE DAY special nightin a special weekend

labour activism, and the interesting people who nurtured these valu for new members who joined in

1

Harold also loved sailing and the natural environment of the Muskokals, . 2014 and 2015, and those who
where the family cottage was eventually winterized into a retireme Satu I‘day, Feb. 28, 7:00 pm brought them into the Party. This
home for him and Florence. is the night we recognize them and

GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto || their decision to join and build

against the left was both insidious and brutal. But workers like Harol Canada’s Party of Socialism.
Keeton, a revolutionary and internationalist, could never be separat = - P o This exclusive eventis only for
from their brother and sister workers because they carried the dream g?' ickets Just $5‘_" b oo_r Pr 'Z_e' T N new members and for the Party
a better world and acted on it every day of their lives. One week all-inclusive trip - b - builders who helped them decide

In the dark days of McCarthyism and the cold war the offensiv

(O eNY’)

Harold passed away peacefully from the effects of a stroke a for Two to Cuba! ik tojoin. Tickets are available atthe
Algonquin Grace Hospice in Huntsville, aged 97 years. He is survivec il

t

) CPC Provincial Office, at 416-
by his children Jan and Dan Keeton, son-in-law Stephen McBride and

d

. . . 469-2446 or through Communist
Organized by Bethune Day Committee. Party clubs in you?area_

grandchildren Emily, Morna and Shona McBride. He was predeceasg
by his wife Florence Edna Keeton and his brother Roy Keeton. Media Sponsor: People's Voice Come and join the Party!
Farewell Comrade! Info: 416-469-2446 Another world is possible! We

- Sam Hammond

have a world to wine
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Behind Israel’ s fear of boycott

On December 10, UAW Local Followingthe American Studies towards the Irish people whocomposed beautiful songs andolonial regime, the regime would
2865, the union of TAs, GAs, tutorsAssociation vote, several scholarlyworked on his land. poems aboutthe motherland, wrotdall. The colonised outhnumbered
Readers and student workers irorganisations -includingthe Peace But all did not go well for street plays and even set up theithe colonisers by several counts.
the University of California and Justice Studies AssociationCaptain Boycott in history. When own arbitration courts as parallel Thisis notthe case in Palestine.
system, released the results of itthe Modern Language AssociatiorBoycott tried to evict his Irish judiciariestothe British law courts. Palestinians living in the state of
December vote on supporting theand the National Women'’s Studiegenants in 1880, the workers, Lord Curzon, known for his Israel now form a minority
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctiong\ssociation, among others - haveorganised by the Irish Landracismandimperial arrogance, wapopulation, comparedtothe Israeli
against Israel for its violation of either passed or are consideringteague, led a“boycott” of Charlesforced to revoke the partition andsettler-colonial population - all the

Palestinian humanrights. The votevoting on BDS resolutions. Boycaott. ultimately return to England. Themore reasons why the right of
carried, 65% YES to 35% NO. In The entire community year 1905 proved to be anreturn for Palestinian refugees
addition, 52% of respondentsTactic of the dis- participated in the campaign toinspiration and part-blueprint for ought to be an absolutely non-
opted in to a voluntary academic isolate the imperialist. Workersthe subsequent Gandhiamegotiable demand. In historic
boycott pledge as part of the vote)0SSessed stopped work on his land, shopsnovement of the 1920s and laterPalestine overall, the Israeli Jewish
This makes UAW 2865 the first refusedto serve him; he evenfailedn fact the economic boycott ofand Palestinian populations are

(It) is important to make two

labour union in the United States .
points as we organise towards th

to adopt BDS in support of )
Palestinian rights. The following fUtUIe- S

article by Tithi Bhattacharya, The . First, that hlstorlcall_y, boycott “t
Electronic Intifada, was written 1S atactic usedbythe dlspossessqgﬁ

et anyone to do his laundry.British goods proved to be farroughly equal in number. This
oycottfinally leftIrelandin 1880 more intense in the 1921-22 andneans that numerically,
but not before he gave us the veri930s campaigns, worrying thePalestinians, within Palestine,
boycott” in celebration of the major industrialists in Britain.  cannot pose the same strategic
ndreds of ordinary Irish people pressure on the settlers as their

before the vote was announced. 892inst the powerful. This is not &, wicked him out of their land. Indian or South African
This week United Auto N€wtactc. Boygol'[_thasdeeprloots The next successful massHa"mark of freedom counterparts could.

Workers 2865, representing!n ant|.-|m||3|er|a Ist struggle, boycott campaign was theStI’Ugg|e But the rest of us can. The rest

13,000 studentworkers across ninthternationally. Swadeshi movement in Bengal in of us who stand for justice in

University of Californiacampuses,  Palestinians stand alongsideg jsish_occupied India. At a  The boycott of British goods palestine can honour the call for
could become the firstlabour union®ther anti-imperialist fighters o0 eq town hall meeting in andinstitutions became a hallmarksolidarity from Palestine and

in the US to join the Palestinian-"N0se rich and fierce history of o5 0tta on August 7, 1905,0f the Indian freedom struggle incampaign for boycott, divestment
led movement for boycott, Struggle is worth recalling today - general, inspiring similar tactics and sanctions against the apartheid

divestment and sanctions (BDS)'°t SIMPply because it ought to be internationally - notably in South state of Israel.
against Israel. part of our collective historical Africa. In my mind, there is no question
The union’s December 4 voteMeMOry, but also because they Through the 1950s the Africanthat Palestinians have provided the
comesin the wake of amomentou¥/CN 2gainst their oppressors. National Congress and its alliesfighting edge to the struggles of
period of organising for BDS on _>€cond, the tactic of BDS spearheaded various boycotthe |ate-20th century. |would even
college campuses and withinPrésents particular difficulties for campaigns against the apartheigo as far as to say that the intifadas
scholarly associations - a procesiSraelanditsallies, because tisa state. A 1958 paper by the ANC's. yprisings - in particular and the
marked by a spectacular victory'.nterr“”‘t'on"?II movement and not national executive argued thatpalestinian resistance in general
for our side when the Americantied 0 particular nation states or I ||| n, “new methods of struggle mustprovided the inspiration and

Studies Association votedNelr rulers. emerge - we can no longer rely ortonfidence for what came to be
overwhelmingly for BDS in _ Ihe 2005 call for BDS from BOYCOTT ISRAEL the old forms.” ~ called the Arab Spring.
December 2013. This followed the”@l€stinian civil society was both ~ The movement gained Buttheycannotwin thisfightin
Asian American Studies Asso-2" f_ickn_owledgment andacallfoqeading nationalists of Bengalinternational support slowly jsolation, and this is not just their
ciation, which in April 2013 Solidarity. It~ was  an cqyeqfor 4 hoycott of all British throughthe 1960s, passing througlight.
became the first scholarly2cknowledgementthe Palestinian,,qs ang institutions to protestCts of brutal violence of the South ~First, there is the fact that
association to adopt BDS. people could no longer depend 0, then viceroy Lord Curzon's African state such as  thepalestinians are largely an unarmed
This is despite, and in responsé/aP ruling elites to deliver a just 4o qision to partition Bengal andSharpeville massacre and despitgopulation resisting one of the
to, the violence unleashed by Isra{/ctOry due to their compromisesy, o "Hingu-Muslim religious tenacious opposition from the USmost militarised states on the
on Palestinian lives and homedV/th _ne;o-llberallsm and US (engjons. and British governments in theplanet, which uses deadly force on
duringthesummerinthegenocida|mpe”a|'sm' . The decision to boycott the 1980s. _everyone, including infants, with
military campaign against Gaza, _consequently, itwas a call for .o nia| nower was, again, rooted  Margaret Thatcher, the British impunity.

One way to judge our successolidarity to those Palestiniansiyiniermationalism. Its inspiration Prime minister, called the ANCa  Second, most of Israel’s arms
would be by the measure of outrag&©uld rely on: an intermational .o a in part from the Chinese'terrorist organisation.” Her are supplied by countries of the
of Zionist organisations, such aitizenry who could stand with 1,01 of American goods in SPokesperson, Bernard Inghamglobal North, the US leading that
the Anti-Defamation League. €M, oftenagainsttheirownhome, gtest against racist immigrationfamously declared that anyonejst. This means we can put pressure

The Anti-Defamation League 30Vernments. laws - a tactic noted as worthy ofwho believed thatthe ANC would on our own governments to stop

has made an alphabetical list of all Both these features of BDSgp, jation by radical Bengaliever formagovernmentin Souththe genocide in Palestine.

university campuses that in 20141€serve unpacking. nationalists. Africawas "livingin cloud cuckoo e can block Israel's boats, we
considered or voted on BDS. That . Lo The boycott of 1905 blossomediand”. can pass BDS resolutions in our
number, just for 2014, was anlSolate imperialists into a full-scale passive resistance And yet, Nelson Mandela studentgovernments, inourlabour
impressive 15, of which five campaign, marked by publicwalked out from 27 years of ynions and in our professional

student governments actually BOYCOtt asatacticofresistancey,rings of British goods, boycottimprisonment into the Southorganisations. We can force
passed a BDS motion, usually byl€rves its name from one Captainy gyitish schools, colleges, lawAfrican sunshine in February of companies to close their factories

huge majorities. Charles Boycott. Boycott was acoyrts and places of work and al990 - marking the beginning of on illegally occupied Palestinian
“Perhaps more disconcerting,”'@nd agentin 19th century Irelandyemand forfullindependence fromthe end for white minority rule.  |and.

according to the Anti-Defamation Managing the estates of a larggg|onial rule. We can do all this because

League, was “the extent to whichi@ndowner, Lord Erne, in County  activists and volunteers Boycott worked numerically, we are many. And

support for BDS has seeped intd//ayo: Boycottwas knownforhis 5 qqressed massive rallies, the people who uphold Israeli

the realm of scholars.” singular cruelty and ruthlessnesg,rganised lectures in villages, Boycotting a settler colonial apartheid may be powerful, but

regime, then, has a proud antithey are few. If Israeli apartheid
imperialist history and long history falls, it will not just be a victory for

NE ws Fo R PE o PL E of success. The ANC Palestine. Because it will be such
y revolutionaries called the strategya massive blow to global
N o T Fo R PRO F’ Ts , a “devastating weapon” whenimperialism, it will be a taste of
[ wielded in concert with liberation for all of us.
r

“sympathetic organisations This is why it is important to
| overseas.” And rightly so. remind ourselves of the rich and
Unlike the South Africans and deeply internationalist tradition of

Indians, the Palestiniansin historidboycott, as we get ready to

Palestine do not have the sametroduce BDS resolutions in our

|| strategic power over the Israelischools, unions and community

|| state.In South Africa and India if organizations.

| the indigenous people - Black Justlike the UAW 2865 will on
South Africans and Indians -December 4. Because boycotts

stopped all work for and with the have a history of winning.
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