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December 10 - Students in Vancouver organized one of the first Idle No More rallies,
marching from the Native Education Centre to the Art Gallery. (Photo: K. Cariou)

Nadeau-Dubois convicted

In an appalling attack on free

speech and democratic liberties,

Quebec student leader Gabriel
Nadeau-Dubois has been convicted
on a contempt of court chgge for

urging respect for picket lines.

"Ontario
Teachers are
on the front

line of
defending
labour rights"
- page 2 -

Gollective
Bargaining

12
Rideau Canal workers

180 years after carving the
Rideau Canal out of bush and
swamps, the immigrant labourerg
who built this National Historic
Site will be recognized for their
work and sacrifices.

INSIDE

9
Rape double standard?

The gang rape and murder of a
student stirs a powerful backlash
across India, and raises questions

about social double standards.
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Ontario Government must resign: let electors kill Bill 1~ 15

Statement from the Education _Minis_ter Laurel teachersand educationa_lworkersbver one miIIio_n public school Bill 115, by re_s'goring free
Communist Party (Ontario) Broten's action t_h|§ week. Theunlo_ns across the provmce.__Shestuc_j_ents, their parents andollective barga|n|_ng, and k_)y
Jan. 7. 2013 " Education Minister has hasimposedwages and conditionfamilies. adequately funding public
’ unilaterally and illegally of work modeled on the Ontario “The Premier must reverseeducation, healthcare, cities, social
The Communist Party suspended free collectiveEnglish Catholic Teachers’ Broten's actions, call an election,programs, and public services in
(Ontario) has called on thebargaining between electedAssociation (OECTA) deal - a and let the people decide. Ontario.
government to resign following Public School Boards anddeal that is currently being “The government has misread “The CommunistParty willjoin

appealedinthe courts by OECTApublic opinion on Bill 115 from thousands of protestors at the
nEMA“n Gun J“Bs, FUHLIE SEI“(IB[SIr locals whose members were nothe start. The by-election defeat.iberal Party Convention January
WORKERS' RIGHTS & THE RECALL OF

allowed to vote on the dealsin Kitchener Waterloo was proof 26th to demand exactly this
agreed to by OECTA officials. that the government was way offagenda, and the doubling of the
THE ONTARIO
LEGISLATURE

CPC (Ontario) leader Elizabethin right field with this Bill. The corporate income tax rate and

Rowley said: “With Parliament public does not support cuts torestoration of the capital tax as the

suspended by the Premier, th@ublic education, attacks onbest and fairest way to pay for it.
Minister and government have ndabour and democratic rights,and “Further, we reiterate our long-
Jan. 26,2013 ﬂnlilémlsﬂ

right to take such sweeping,cuts to wages and workingheld demand - now supported by

arbitrary and anti-democratic conditions. a majority of Ontario electors -
action affecting fundamental “By adopting the austerity for the phasing out of Catholic

rights and freedoms of workers inagenda of the 1% and driving itschool funding, and for the
this province, affecting the rightsinto the 99%, the Liberals hope toestablishment of a single, secular,

of public school supporters andregain the support of Big Businessand quality public school system,

elected School Boards to localwhich has shifted to the Tories.open to all regardless of religion,

PROTEST AT THE DNTARIO LIBERAL CONVENTION

pro— produce wealth. Infact, in the anti-vulgarize the value of the teachingstages of imperialist decline, and
FEDERATION OF teacher propaganda blasted by therofession as only an instrumenthe possessors of labour-power,
¥ Bﬂ"ﬂ WWW.OFLCA capitalist media and whispered into maintain and expand the parasitéhe global working class. Teachers

a thousand dark corridors, thisrole of the one percent. Butwe liveworldwide develop a
slander against an honouredn a class society. The historicconsciousness that makes their
profession is perpetrated: whyservice of teachers against thestudents much more than units of

autonomy and democracy, andrhe Liberals’ only hope is to shift gender, sexual orientation, or
severely and negatively impactingaway from the right, by repealingnationality.”e
commun"st Pany should people who are essentiallymental  pauperization of labour power, an awareness of self
adrainonthe public purse that will become an
be compensated soi T ] awareness of class, an

'.ssues ca” fOf 37th generously? awareness that labour

- What is it about this power is also the
centra’ convent,on area of collective essential ingredient in
bargaining that would building the shared
Meeting shortly before the holiday season, the Central Committ&8Use the ruling elite to) wealth of a non-
of the Communist Party of Canada issued a call for the party’s 37{fStruct their political | exploiting - socialist
Central Convention, to take place April 5-7 in Toronto. Founded ilf¢ckeys to suspend alternative.
1921, the CPC currently holds central conventions every three yedh@rliament, to violate The  crisis of
between conventions, the Central Committee functions as the part?‘%n.St'tu“c’n‘"‘I lawand go {§ capitalism will continue
highest body. o direct one party rule? = to destroy whatever
Over the next three months, party clubs and committees will hold TNe capitalist state has| stands in the way of its
intensive discussions on the main political resolution for the 37thndemocratically 8 drive to buy more |ife for
Convention, and make nominations for the incoming Ieadersf;%sl)ensed with an obsolete and his

Allan Gardens
Toronto

:00 pm

The attack on teachers is an
attack on all working people

power, the primary humanawareness of the Occupy
ingredientin the creation of wealth.movement, from the mental hunger
If the basis of all real wealth - The scientific and technologicaland sense of wrongness and
the real economy, past, presentevolutiondemands an ever higheviolation that is surging through
and future - is the application oflevel of education and training forour youth and through the
human labour-power to materialworking people. This is aboutindigenous people.
from the natural environment, whyproductivity and the rate of The viciousness of the
has the mostdraconian use of statexploitation. This is about the attempted destruction of collective
power been summoned up as ancountable wealth of the onebargaining in Ontario can only be
weapon against the Ontariopercent. understood clearly with a world
Teachers Unions? Most people No educated person (theview of the antagonism between
would argue that teachers do noproduct of teachers) wouldthe capitalistclassinthe advanced

PV Ontario Bureau

positions. Delegates to the convention will be elected over sevef§'liamentin Ontario, to torically unnecessary
weekends in March, at meetings held in several provinces. Tho@nch an unhindered system, at war with its
meetings will also consider proposed amendments to the dr&ftack on the teachers own productive forces.
political resolution, a process which will be finalized in Toronto. Unions and their ability In the crosshairs every
The CC's Dec. 15-16 gathering spent much of its time analysir'fg exercise collective
the main trends in the global crisis of the capitalist economies, tH&rgaining. — The

dangerous tendency towards new imperialist wars, and growth gftrumentofdirectclass
rvention is the preserve and pass on

fascist movements which are part of the ruling class strategy to sm o Liberal

working class resistance against neoliberal policies. As the C€! tarrl]o Liberal Party, PV photo: Ed Bil knowledge. The ca

members noted in the discussions, that resistance has taken seV&i) the Tories trying to L o : pitalists cannot dispense
@%even more hawkish, and theapitalism, their resistance to thewithteachers, butthey seek to break

where are those who
teach our children and
youth, those who

notable forms in Canada, especially the Occupy movement whi - ; ) ; . — >

began in the fall of 2011, last year's massive and successful Que P sitting on their hands. increasing demgnd to pl‘Odl_.IC&hE!I‘ relr;mV(_a mdepende_nce and
student strike, and most recently the Idle No More upsurge sparked \OW the silk glovgs haye beenhterate _mdustrlal and social their dedication to hum_amty. They
by Indigenous grassroots organizers. shed for the naked fist, dlspelllngd(ones, instead of people armedvant to turn teachers into trainers

The draft political resolution puts these militant actions in th@ny illusion thatthese three partiesvith a sense of themselves and who prepare our young for more
context of the wider political fightback against the corporate agenfﬁxmea parliamentary democra_cyd_emand for a better future, is aefflplentand prpﬂtableexplmtaﬂon.
in Canada. The resolution argues that the main shortcoming of t ighe NDP had called for masswedwect_ threat to the one percent. This sj[ruggle is about much more
fightback in recentyears has been the reluctance by the top leader I|cre3|stance,theycould h_ave It is also no accident thatthanS|ckdays_,Wageso_rclassroom
of the Canadian Labour Congress to take the initiative to build e a service to all Worklr)g generations of women haves_lze. These issues might be the
broad, united popular resistance struggle, in contrast to many count ple, especiallyifthe trade umomlommaf[ed an_d transformed theield of_battle, but the stakes are
where trade unions have held huge general strikes and protests.€aders who belong to the NDPprofession. Witness the power ofmuch higher.

The most important way to help overcome this weakness, thad organlzed labour unity acrossheir efforts er_nbod|ed in the The Ontarlo Teach(_-:‘rs are on
resolution says, is to strengthen the Communist Party, which htie board with the Teachers.  courage and unity of the Quebedche front line of defending labour
historically played a key role in helping to move the labour movement Any  Marxist w_|II see student’s_strlke.Wltnessthethreatlghts. They_ will _deC|de on the_
towards militant strategies. immediately the relationship of.to t_he_ capltallststat_e when s_tudenexte;nt of their resistance, on their

The draft political resolution and other documents for the cpcieacherstotherealeconomy. Theiactivists are a major part in thetactics, where to attack and where
37th Central Convention will be posted on the party’s websité/,'tal roletothe ability of capitalism defeat of a governing political to retreat. The Communist Party
WWW.communist-party.cas to create and expropriate surpluparty. You cannot separatecalls for one hundred percent

valueisthe reproduction of labour-teachers from students, from thesupport, now and in the future.
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Legal groups respond to Oppal Report

independent legal council for therelated to information sharing andassaulted or suffer from addictionsyacism behind the wave of murders
Vancouver Downtown Eastside,other bureaucratic protocols oftheto take part in court processesand disappearances of Aboriginal
Almost a year after it was and the police themselves wouldccriminal justice system. In spite of Another important women in British Columbia.
originally expected to go to thelead to useful recommendationghis... buried in the report are arecommendation urges that the How different would the
Attorney General, the final 1500-for change. number of important RCMP should be included in thesituation have been if
page reportofthe MissingWomen “Forsaken” includes 63 recommendationsthatcould makerovincial police complaints unemploymentamong Aboriginal
Commission of Inquiry, recommendations on equality,our justice system significantly process. people wasn't in the fifty percent
“Forsaken”, was released on Deccommunity engagement, more responsive to the needs and But the groups say that these@ange, or if society provided a
17, 2012. collaboration and accountability. realities of vulnerable women, asand other equality-promoting guaranteed livable income and
Three progressive legalCommissioner Oppal also urgedvell as accountable to measuresarerecommended by theecent low-cost housing for all?
organizations - the BC Civil the BC government to commit tomarginalized communities and toCommission, it is unclear how Such policies could have allowed

PV Vancouver Bureau

Liberties Association, Pivot Legal two immediate measures: fundinghe public as a whole.” these changes will beimplementednany of the murdered women a
Society, and West Coast LEAFfor existing centres that provide These include equality- and enforced. much wider range of options to
(Legal and Education Fund) - hademergency services to womerpromoting measures which have Some of Oppal’'s survive, and some hope for their

warned that the inquiry was builtengaged in the sex trade, to enabléhe potential to address the biaserecommendations go in a negativdutures.
on a series of profound mistakesthem to remain open 24 hours pewithin the criminal justice system direction, such as stepsto promote Instead, Oppal’s exclusive
including the appointment of aday;andanenhanced publictransifwhich sadly were replicated in“informal” methods of police focus was on the criminal justice
commissioner, Wally Oppal, who system to provide a safer travethe Inquiry process), wherebydiscipline, particularly in system. It may be that his report
had stated he saw no need for aoption connecting communitiesthose women most vulnerable tamarginalized communities. As thewill encourage police forces to
inquiry. They noted the lack of along Highway 16 where manyviolence are not consideredgroups point out, “stressingtake quicker action when
community consultation on thewomen have been killed or gonecredible as witnesses as a result @lternative discipline when thereAboriginal women are attacked or
terms of reference, and the failuramissing. The province has alreadythose precise vulnerabilities.”  has still not been a single policego missing. Fromthis perspective,
to fund groups granted participantallocated $750,000 the first Forexample, Oppalurgesstep®fficer who has ever beenperhaps the most significant
status at the inquiry. These errorsmeasure, far less than it spent oto counter the bias of police,disciplined for failing to outcome of this Inquiry is the
they warned, undermined thelawyers for the commission. lawyers and judges against peoplenvestigate the missing anddetermination by Aboriginal
ability of the Inquiry to bring  Asthethree groups noted, sincavho are affected by drug andmurdered women in this provincepeoples and their allies that
forward voices that have beerthisInquiry focused onthe internalalcohol use, and againstwomeniiis an insult to all involved.” violence against women must be
silenced, rebuild relationships, andvorkings of the police and criminal the survival sex trade. His report In this context, it is shocking challenged in a more direct way
promote trust and healing.justice system, “the vast majoritycalls for changes to better allowthat Oppal’s only finding of than in the past.
However, they also hoped that thef the recommendations arevulnerable witnesses, includingmisconduct was levied against As seen by the massive
evidence of the families, focused on technical questionghose who have been sexuallfCameronWard, “the lawyer givenAboriginal opposition to the
the herculean task of representingnbridge pipeline project, and the
all of the families in the face of upsurge around the Idle No More

CO r O rate tax breaks are not dozens of police and governmentnovement, the struggle against
p lawyers.” systemic racism and colonialism
° Perhaps mostsignificant, as thén Canada is on the rise. This will
the answer tO hunger In Canada legal community and otherinevitably include much sharper
progressive movements havescrutiny of racist actions by police
stressed, the Oppal Inquiry had ndorces, and that represents real

the 2.5 million Canadians whocommitment in 1976 when it mandate to address the systemigrogresse

were food insecure in 2011. ratified the International Covenant

Valerie Tarasuk first Food banks are not a soluti(_)non Economic, Sopial a_md Cultural
appeared in the Toronto Star Perversely, such food charityRights. By so domg, it agreed to
on Dec. 19 allows governments to look thecomply with its obligations under
B other way and ignore the hungeinternational law. We need to
Could a corporate tax breakproblem. ensure the human right to adequat
help feed hungry Canadians? The second problem is that taxood and nutrition for all Canadian

This opinion piece by Elaine
Power, Graham Riches and

proposal by Food Banks Canaddiscal ability to actually addressthe Over the past 30 years, thdi
allowing food businesses donatingproblem in any serious way. Taxesharitable food bank model hag
surplus food to food banks to writeprovide the revenue that run sociafailed to effectively respond to h ! ' 2l m AVE
off up to twice the cost of producingprograms, the programs that couldlomestic hunger. That's becaus L/ VLY, =Y LA LR 8§
the food. It sounds like a win- of one inescapable fact. B s :
win-win proposal. N 7 Hunger is deeply rooted in = m
Given that food banks neverg widespread poverty. unltv and the Flght for a
have enough food to meet thq Hunger has significant
health consequences in

ds of h di
Why notoffer suahan incantive: compromised nutrition, the People,s Alternative!

why not offer such anincentive?
increased risk of chronic

Corporations would win
because they get more rewar disease and the stress of bein
unable to adequately feed

for the food they donate. Food
oneself and one’s family.

banks would win by having
Canadians hold a collective

more food available to
distribute to hungry Canadians value in ensuring that no one
in our midst goes hungry. That

And food bank users, 38 pe
is why we have food banks in

Miguel Figueroa, leader of the
Communist Party of Canada, is
touring the country to speak with
working people about the fight against
austerity policies. He is presenting the
Communist proposal for a People's
Alternative to check corporate power
and put people's needs before profit!

cent of whom are children,

would win because they would beeffectively reduce the poverty thatthe first place and why they have

less hungry. At least is the real cause of hunger in thienjoyed so much popular support

that is how it appears. country. The Harper governmentBut it is time to hold governments Brampton, ON
Thefirstproblemisthatit gives has already cut corporate tax rateaccountable to ensure thig !

tacit government approval to afrom22.1percentin 2007-08to 15collective value and legal

charitable “solution” to hunger. per cent today. Why do food obligation. Room #1, 1495 Sandalwood Parkway East

But food banks are not a solutioncorporations need another tax More surplusfood will notsolve Info: Harinder, 647-818-6880

to this problem. While they may break? They already getatax breakanada’s hunger problem. Wha St. Catharines, ON

alleviate immediate hunger for thewhen they donate food, the sameve need is a rebuilt social safety Wed., January 16 ’7 pm

people they serve, research studigax break they would get for net that ensures income security.St Catharines Publié Library MiII’s Rm.. 54 Church St

have clearly shown that mostdumping surplusfoodinthelandfill. We need jobs that provide a living Ir.1f0' Saleh 289-995-0017’ or Saleh;/(/@yahoo com'

Canadians who use food bank$ood Banks Canada argues thatamage and adequate incom%} ) ! ’

Sun., Jan. 13, 2:30 pm - Brampton Soccer Centre,

still go hungry despite this additional incentive would help supports so that all Canadians ¢

. \ _ ) _ Toronto, ON
assistance. That is because thensure the food goes to charitypurchase the foods of their choic

c : \ - ‘ 1> Y (with Johan Boyden, Young Communist League)
occasional receipt of charitablerather than the garbage. Theyand live in dignity - not Sunday, January 20, 2 pm
food assistance does nothing testimate that their proposal woulddependency. A tax incentive for OISE. Room 5-250. 252 Bloor Street West
change deep-rooted problems ofost the government up to $15ood corporations will further ' Info: 416-469-2446
poverty that cause people to neechillion per year. entrench aresponse to hunger that
food assistance in the first place. At this time of festive giving, is demonstrably ineffective. Guelph, ON

Moreover, survey data alsowe don’t want to play Scrooge by (Elaine Power is Associate Tuesday, January 22, 5:30 pm

show that about three-quarters oflenying hungry Canadians accesBrofessor, School of Kinesiology University Centre, Room 442, U. of Guelph
those who are hungry never eveo food. To the contrary, all & Health Studies, Queen’s Info: Drew Garvie, 519-767-8411
gotoafoodbank. Though millionsCanadians have aright to physicaUniversity. Graham Riches is '
of pounds of food are donatedand economic access to safeProfessor Emeritus, UBC Schoo Ottawa, ON
every year and hundreds ofsufficient and nutritious food that of Social Work. Valerie Tarasuk is Sun., Jan. 29, 7 pm - McNabb Community Centre,
thousands of hours aremeetstheirdietary needs and foo®rofessor, Department of 180 Percy St. (at Gladstone), Community Room
volunteered, these efforts don'tpreferences. The federalNutritional Sciences, University Info: Stuart Ryan, 613-232-7108
begin to respond to the needs ofjovernment made this of Toronto.)e
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EDIT ORIALS

Canada: prison house of nations

The Idle No More movement has done all working peoplg
enormous favour, by mobilizing popular anger against the pro-corp
Harper Tories. The slumbering leadership of the Canadian L
Congress could certainly learn how to resist the neoliberal offe
just by following the examples of Idle No More, the Quebec stud
the Occupy movement, and opponents of the tar sands pipeline

festering issue of national inequality within the Canadian statg.
For generations, the ruling class has painted Canadaas a h

genuine equality of all the nations in this country, large and s
can begin to overcome this genocidal policy.

No nation can liberate itself while holding another in cha
Canada is literally a prison house of nations, and the prison
must be smashed. A unified People’s Coalition against the H
Tories is needed to accomplish this goal, and the moment to
such unity has arrived, thanks to Idle No More.

Leaving a mess in  Afghanistan

10

Flexible work force

prate
bour

ive,
bNts,

all, -._i
£

o

Lettere to the Editor

“First Nations and Prime Minister Harper

There is vital historical the House of Commons ininternationally recognizedtreaties.
background related to the presendiscussions concerning school aniVhen this is done unilaterally, for

ns
s

For years, Canadians have been bombarded with propa an'(:j
about the humanitarian accomplishments of our military missign iﬁ|

Afghanistan. But somehow, we don’t expect Christy Blatchfo
join the troops for a follow-up report on the mess Canada |

behind. That tougher job has been left to journalists who undergta

that their job is to report news, not to lick Stephen Har
expensive footwear.

As the New Year begins, we recall one genuine expose of thg gri

realities, as reported recently by theronto Star'sPaul Watson

Writing from Baqi Tanah just across the Pakistan border, Wdts
reminds readers that Canada hoped to win the hearts and minds pf |
villagers by building a new school justtwo years ago. Village elde Hafl
Abdul Raziq named the school after himself and took credit fof th

project. Now the schoolis falling apart because Canada did not p
enough money for maintenance: “the concrete walls are cracke
crumbling around the flimsy wooden door frames... Thereisn'ta
of furniture in any of the classrooms, and a single, metal-fra
blackboard sits propped against the front wall, the rough concrets
covered in a layer of dirt that blows in through cracked windows

As Watson writes, Afghanistan was Canada’s largest recipig

development aid until Ottawa sharply cut back funding last Jea

Not only schools and clinics are affected. He points to the D
Dam and irrigation system, which still doesn’t supply enough w
to desert farms crucial to Kandahar’'s economy. These and
“signature projects” were built to score media points, not to pro
long-term benefits to Afghanistan’s impoverished rural areas

Over the past decade, taxpayers have wasted over $20 bill
wage war in Afghanistan, and nearly $2 billion on such “aid” sca
Shameful? That doesn’t begin to describe the nauseating truth
Canada’s murderous role in the Afghan debacle.

i([;lstNation militant confrontation enfranchisement: lwantto getridexample through undemocratic
ver legislative actions of the of the Indian problem. Our objectomnibus bills, First Nation folk
tgrarper government. Firstly, theis to continue until there is not afeelthreatened and react militantly.
v% rm “aboriginal” was never the single Indian in Canada that has The summary repeal of the
G oice of the indigenous peoplesiot been absorbed into the bodyndian Act, as proposed by some
olive here. That came from thepolitic and there is no Indian inthe majority government, would
government bureaucracy; it wagquestion, and no Indiancause absolute chaos. That step
liI]tedfromAustraIia. FirstNations Department; that is the wholehas been advocated time and time
IS more appropriate, since wherobject of this bill (Indian again in the past. They see the
0Wetreaties were signed, under th&dvancement Act)’.” Indian Act as a yoke capable of
is of the Royal Proclamation In 1969, the Trudeau doinguntolddamagetothe people.
763, it was understood thatgovernment attempted toTherestofusinCanadalive under
oth parties had “nation status.”unilaterally accomplish over afive- Municipal Government Acts that
ctions 25 and 35 of the Canadiagear period the same end in theiregulate land use, elections,
" nstitution, repatriated in 1982,White Paper on Indian Policy.taxation systems, provide
Liic earlyrecogmzethestat_usofFl_rslnte_nse opposition by the Flrsttrqnsportatlon and _pollcmg, etc.
egation peoples and their treatieNations, with the support of Withoutsuch legislative mandates,
ﬂo\glljth the C_rown. . . understanding other Canadiansywe could not exist. .
" There is a prevalent attitude inblocked that path. The Harper Accountability for First Nation
nt&anada that_says the key reasogovernment has in _mind asimilar_governments is essential,just asit
(é::hy First Nations are at odds withobjective, but is using a gradual,js for ours. Federal social and

r!

Vi

[¢}

- he federal governmentis over thalefinite strategy of legislative economic programmes have been
Lt dian Act. Furthermore, there is amanipulation. The effectisto erode
| irRglief that the Indian Act is racistFirst Nation status and the_see FIRST NATIONS, p. 11

. and negatively impacts the people.
vid . 4 . -

nd|ar_1 status” as descrlb(_ad inthe . . .

ong9nstitution and the Act is not aAnother view of New Union Project
m racist concept. The relationship
b '&tweentheindigenous peopleand | would like to comment on a sound like we are only attacking

e federal government is a “onerecent article from the Novemberthe support for the electoral work
to one” - “nation to nation” 16-30People’s Voice;NUP: A ofthe NDP, rather than calling for

arrangement. Erring historians andstep forward or just anothera different set of policies,

PEOPLE'S VOICE

ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd.

Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept.,

People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net

Volunteers and contributors for this issue
Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Johan Boyden, Wally Brooker,
Sam Hammond, Jean Kenyon, T.J. Petrowski,
Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, Gurpreet Singh,
Glen Truax,and our mailers in Vancouver & Toronto.

Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerGabriel Au
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa,
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacoumg

LETTERS

People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal

attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor”

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or
pvoice@telus.net

People's Voice articles may be reprinted without
permission provided the source is credited.

ill-informed media people have merger,” by Sam Hammond. approaches and practises that
long perpetuated this false racist | found Hammond’s comm- would necessary for change.
interpretation. entary on the NUP to be very
The First Nations in North interesting: with a major
America have all been colonized contradiction at the centre of the
Immigrants came in wave afterprincipal argument. While it
wave and sought land forincluded a rather blistering (andl
agriculture, forests and mineralstotally appropriate) critique of the
for industry. They got what they NDP, it failed to analyze/identify I
wanted and, in the process, th¢éhe fundamental appropriation o
indigenous peoples werethe actual social democratic]
dispossessed of their resources amblicies which lies at the heart off
became the victims of culturalthe CAW’s (and CEP’s) approachl
oppression. It wasn't just becauseo political issues and policies.
their skin was brown; it was No magic mass movement isl
because their social and economigoing to force the CAW or thel
values were vastly different, andCEP to become class struggld
strategies were devised tocentres. They need a basi
acculturate them. Included weretransformation that perhaps coult!
taking over more and more oftheicome from a combination of
land and robbing the people ofsocialists working on the outside
their indigenous languages. and inside; work with the activist
The following quotation core and rank and file levels; and]
demonstrates what thea change of leadership to allo
colonization process was aimed taghis process to potentially happenl
do: “In the year 1920, the DeputyWithout any real critique of what
Superintendent-General of thehas been occurring within theseI
Department, Duncan Campbellorganizations, communists (and

Herman Rosenfeld, Toronto
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Pitting t axpayers against pensioners

housing for them, and home careservice unions.
and long-term care? In Ontario, Hahn explained, the
CUPE calls for the CanadaHarris Toriesin 1998 downloaded
Pension Planto be strengthened fa lot of costs to municipalities,
allworkers, sothat separate pensiothen “compensated” the cities by
employee pensions is growing ou plans like OMERS would nolongerdeclaring a 5-year contribution
of control, we are told. The &L s L = be necessary. Even Canada’boliday to the OMERS plan. It
demographictime bombis ticking, g « # Tagk == finance minister Jim Flaherty - nowas simply robbery from OMERS
as more and more retirees live to g% = ) friend of public pensions - said thatto make the provincial books look
ripe old age. Taxpayers can't the CPP is actuarially sound. Saood, he said.
afford a defined-benefit pension why doesn’'t he simply doubleit,as So if the plans make too much
plan any more! Cities will be the Canadian Labour Congress callsoney, the government Is allowed
bankrupted! The sky is falling! | for? to dip into them. And if their
In December a Waterloo city | %s The problem is that employersearnings fall, as in 2008-9, the
councillor decided to put these don’t want to pay payroll taxes,ideologues howl that they're
ideas to a balanced discussion : including CPP contributions. Sounsustainable and a burden to
She organized a public forumwith}_1_£ they set up private pension plans taxpayers.
speakers from CUPE, the right- if they set up any at all - and then The rhetoric against public
wing group Fair Pensions for All, under-fund them. We all witnessedservice pensions is only going to be
and OMERS - the Ontario Munici- of them even live to be 100! At this, the system stable. Taxpayers arenthe heartbreak of Nortel retireesstepped up, as PC leader Tim Hudak
pal Employees Retirement Systema retired teacher shouted from then the hook for anything exceptincluding those with disabilities, continues rolling out his months-
The right-wingers had their sayback of the room, “What are youmaking  the  day-to-day being shoved to the back of thdong campaign for an Ontario
first. Alocal man known for heading going to do, shoot them?” contributionsto the plan, the samdine when the bankrupt company’selection he hopes to trigger in the
up a taxpayers’ committee said Finally Mike Robinson from as any employer should do. assets were divided by the courtsspring. We must not be fooled by
defined-benefit plans are “flawed” OMERS had a chance to explain Fred Hahn, president of CUPE Butwhen public pension plansthe rightwing’s attemptto dismantle
and are leading to problemshowthe planis managed. OMERSOntario, which represents mostouild up surpluses, the funds gebne of the biggest assets that
“everywhere in the world”. has assets of $55 billion, andmunicipal employees, explainedsiphoned off by governments. Inworkers in Canada have - namely
Then Bill Tufts of Fair Pensions current pension obligations arethat good pensions are a boon tDecember the Supreme Court obtable pension plans like OMERS.
for All really started working the paid 70% from return on the whole community. Far greaterCanada ruled that surplus funds, It'simportantfor nowto defend
crowd. The OMERS plan has a$10nvestments and 30% from currenthan the risk of paying taxes towhich the Mulroney and Chretienpublic service pension plans, even
billiondeficitandit's being dumped contributions by employees andcontribute to city staff pension governments took from publicas we dream of the day when
on the municipalities! People areemployers. Two boards keep arplans, would be the risk of lettingservice pension funds to payworkers’ pensions will no longer
getting 70% of their salary, wheneye on actuarial trends, and adjusbur seniors retire into poverty.down the national debt, do nothave to be sustained through
they only paid in 15%! And some contributions and benefits to keep/Nho would pay for affordable have to be returned to the publidnvestments in the stock market.

By Jean Kenyon

In cities across Ontario an alarm
is being raised in the weekly local
papers. The cost of municipal

Qv.ertum the _ b IRUGIRAETE Every nation has the right
conviction of Gabriel oo Theory to self-determination

Nadeau-Dubois

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Canada The election of the Canada and Quebec. rights, their equality rights, and
strongly condemns the conviction and sentencing of student leack@vereigntist Parti Quebecois At the heart of the crisis of their inherent rights to land and

Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois, on a charge of contempt of court vernment in Quebec and theconfederation is the refusal toself-government, Aboriginal
Quebec superior courtjustice Denis Jacques. " “émergence of the Idle No Morerecognize the right of every nationpeoples continue to be victims of
Nadeau-Dubois is the former co-spokesperson oftaition movement are proof that Canadao self-determination up to andstate sponsored policies of

large de I'Association pour une solidarité syndicale étudiante is not “one nation,” but rather a including the right to separation;genocide.
CLASSE - the main student union coalition behind the 2012 Queb&puntry which has alwaysthatis, therighttochoosethe form Even today, the state, acting
student strike called to defend the right to accessible education./Ncluded many nations. Weof sovereignty which the majority on behalf of finance capital,

During this magnificent and historic struggle that saw ovefeprinthere excerpts on this topicof the p_eople of that nation desi_rerefuses_ to re_cognize the_s_tatus
300,000 students walk out of their classes and equally large stréggm Chapter 4 _of _“Canada’s Sovereignty may be expressedinand natlona_l rights of Aboriginal
mobilizations, the Quebec government attempted to break ihgiture is Somallsm?” the free nz_itlonal choice of one of thregpeoples. This has proqluced acute
resistance by denying students their long-established right Rjogram ofthe CommumstPart_yfoIIowmg forms: a separate statepoverty and oppression on t_he
autonomously and democratically organize through generédf Canada. Adopted in 2001, thisa confederation of equal nation oreserves and other areas inhabited
assemblies, strike votes and picket lines. Instead, the previoBE9ram presents the Iong.—heldstates, or autonomy... by the Aboriginal peoples. Denied
Charest Liberal government encouraged and directly facilitateg]ew of the CPC that equahty of TheT Aboriginal peoples had an_adequateland base,_accep_table
anti-democratic injunctions by the minority of students who opposei'® nations isan essential goal obeen in Canada_for th(_)usands o!ivmg _standa_rds,the ability to live
the strike, campus-by-campus. th_e _Worklng class movementyea_rswhentheflrsftwhl_tesettlersnthe|rtrad|t|onal manner, or the

The charge of contempt of court arose in this context. On May 1§{|th|n Canada. arrlyeq... .Colon]zz.mo_n and opportunity to mount ;uccessful
2012, Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois stated in a Radio Canada interview “I Canada includes sm.all .andcapltahst industrialization in cooperative commerual opera
think that it is completely legitimate for students to undertake th@_rge nations, each of which is anCanada developed at the expengéns where they live, Aboriginal

means necessary to respect the democratic choice to strike ... [pistorically-constituted of its original inhabitants. The people for many years have
completely regrettable that a minority of students are using t mmunity of people, formed onresistance of the Aboriginal migrated to urban areas where

courts to go around decisions that were made collectively. If studert basis of a common languagepeoples to colonial encroachmenthey face high unemployment,
need to form picket lines to ensure that their strike votes atg'ritory, economic life, and was brutally crushed. A policy of discrimination and the further
respected, we think that's completely legitimate.” national  consciousnessgenocide was adopted by the statelestruction of their cultural
Therefore he has been convicted for expressing a political opiniofianifested inacommon culturewhich - continues today in identity. ,
Justice Denis Jacques has been exposed as a donor to the forlf&{ons come into existence anceconomic, social and cultural The Communist Party struggles
Charest Liberal government. Itis not a coincidence that he explicitR2SS outof existence, by forcibleforms. There was the exterm-for immediate redress of historic
based his decision on another anti-democratic ruling that attack peaceful  historical ination of the Beothuk in injustices to Aboriginal peoples.
the rights of working people and organized labour: the 1972 coupf 0c€sses, or a combination ofNewfoundland, the scalp bountyThis must include preferential
case which tried to smash the ten-day general strike byrem both. It is a dynamic process inonthe Mi'kmag inthe Maritimes, treatment in the provision of
commuref Quebec trade unions through injunctions and imprisonin hich, in each case, the path othe enslavement of some and theousing, health care, education,
union presidents. evelopment into nationhood isdeliberate starvation and infectionand job creation, as a priority.
The Communist Party of Canada strongly decries the convictiopPecific and different. As aresult,of others with deadly diseasesfFurthermore, ~ immediate
of Nadeau-Dubois and sees it as a serious attack on freedomtd¢ struggle for a democratictheir forced relocation onto achievementofnationalrights, just
speech, civil liberties as well as democratic, labour and studefplution to the national questionremote and impoverishedandearly settlement of land claims
rights. The conviction continues the repressive and anti-democrafigdu/"es an understanding andeserves, the abduction of theiand self-government will help to
policies of the previous Charest Liberal government, which soughfSPect for these objectivechildren and consignment toimprove the prospect for the fuller
to criminalize the right to free speech and assembly. It should alSifferences. ~ residential schools where manydevelopment of Aboriginal
be seen as part of the serious and escalating attack on the right tg\mongst the smaller nationsinwere sexually assaulted, ancpeoples as nations, a process that
protest across the country. Canada are groups of Aboriginalbrutalized for speaking theirownthe Communist Party fully

The decision has also drawn attention to the hundreds of studeRRPPIES who are exercising theilanguage, and the organizedupports... . »
still facing charges from theQuebecstudentstrikeIastfall.ThefaBlght to sovereignty with the suppression of their culture, Today,thereisarenewed spirit

that Nadeau-Dubois quickly received an outpouring of donations mand for autonomy and selfincluding the banning of the of insurgency among the
launch a January appeal is an indication of the strong support of t4gvernment. Amongst these areommunal Potlatch. Such is theAboriginal peoples. There is

Quebec people behind his case. We call for the conviction to gge Northern Cree in Quebec, theecord of Canadia_n _history. increz_isi_ng unity betwee_n vario_us
overturned and that the Quebec judiciary drop a"ChargesagainstmnémycreatedterrltoryofNunavut, Presentl_y, Aboriginal peo_pl_esAb_orlglnaI peoples in their
student strikers. We also reaffirm our support to freeze, reduce a Nisga’a on the west coast, andjlave the h|g_he§t rates (_)f SU|C|de|nd|y|duaI and pa_rtlcylar struggles
eliminate all tuition fees, replace student loans with Iiving—stipen(ﬂ’t ers. The Acadllans in themfar]t mortahty_,|mpover|shmen_t, against the capitalist state. The
grants, and for a system of free, quality, public, not-for-profit and/aritimes also constitute asmalleran_d incarceration in Canada, W|trCommqn|st Party supports the
accessible education from cradle to grawe. nation in Canada. T_he two Iargesa life expectancy of Ies_s than 50ncreasmg unity _of the Aboriginal
nations are English-speakingyears. Deprived of their humanpeoples in their just struggle.
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'‘Canada must demonstrate genuine respect”

On Jan. 3,
humanrights organizationsissued Canada must abandon outintegral

Indigenous and... higher levels of incarceration.” related government duties are ahe integrity of the environmentisstandards require that decisions
part of Canada’s being assaulted, to the detrimenaffecting the rights of Indigenous

the following statement of supportdated, discriminatory approachesConstitution. They are affirmed in of present and future generationspeoples be made with their full
and solidarity with Theresa Spencdrom the colonial era, especially inthe UN Declaration on the Rights Canada is estimated to contairand effective participation. In the
and with the Idle No More relation to Indigenous peoples’of Indigenous Peoples. Thenearly 32,000 major lakes andface of very serious issues

movement.

lands, territories and resourcesgovernment should address thisnore than 2.25 million rivers. Yet concerning lands and resources of
Indigenous and human rightsWhat is urgently required is agrievous situation in good faith. a new Navigation Protection Actindigenous

peoples, the

organizations stand in solidarityprincipled framework consistentJustice, peace and reconciliatiomeduces federal environmentalppropriate standard is free, prior

with Chief Theresa Spence in hewith international human rights remain crucial objectives.
appeal for full respect for law.

The omnibus budget bill C-45 97 lakes, and portions of 62 rivers.
Aboriginal and Treaty rights by  Currently countless amend-introduced far-reaching changesCertain key rivers in British said that the “Crown ...

oversightand covers only 3oceansand informed consent.
Canada’s Supreme Court has
cannot

the government of Canada. Therenents and laws are being adopteAmendments include changes tadColumbia along the path of thecavalierly run roughshod over

is an urgent need for Canada tehat undermine

long-term commitment, initiated Treaty rights. These legislativeproblems.
by a meeting between Firstmeasures were developed wittenvironmental laws,

Indigenouscomplex land provisions in theproposed Northern GatewayAboriginalinterests.” There must
demonstrate genuine respect angeoples’ human rights, including Indian Actthat compound existing pipeline are not included.
It also re-writes

be “reconciliation” between the
Resource development projectpower of the state and the pre-

including on traditional lands of Indigenousexisting sovereignty of Indigenous

Nations’ leadership, the Primelittle or no consultation with Navigable Waters Protection Act,peoples will be much less likely topeoples. “In all its dealings with

Minister and the Governor Aboriginal peoples and without Fisheries Act and Hazardousbe subject to rigorous public Aboriginal peoples ...
their consent. Such actions erod&laterials Information Review Act, environmental impact assessmenmust act honourably. Nothing less

General.

the Crown

Fullhonour and implementation democracy, the rule of law andwhich were used to promote andThese changes are on top ofs required.”

of Indigenous peoples’ Treatiesintegrity of Parliament.
are crucial to the evolution of
Canada and the principle of
federalism. Cooperative and
harmonious relations cannot bg
achieved by devaluing Treaties o
by unilateral government actions

We firmly support grassroots
actions of the “Ildle No More”
movement. It has put the spotligh
on federal policy and legislative
agendas that are trampling the
inherent rights of Indigenous
peoples affirmed in domestic ano
international law.

Human rights - not
colonialism

In 2012, the Supreme Court 0
Canada highlighted “the history
of colonialism, displacement, and
residential schools and how th
history continues to translate intc
lower educational attainment,
lower incomes, higher
unemployment, higher rates of
substance abuse and suicide, ar -

Idle No More protesters march in downtown Montreal on
December 28 . Photo from The Link (Concordia University),
pttp /lthelinknewspaper.ca/article/3776

For information on events in your area:

www .idlenomore.ca

protectasustainable environmentgutbacks on environmental
Indigenous peoples’ rights andclean water and healthy oceanssafeguards already passed in thend Canada-wide protests are

It is tragic that a hunger strike

previous omnibus budget bill C-necessary, in orderfor Indigenous
38. As concluded by the Davidpeoples to bring attention to

Suzuki Foundation: “In reality, violations of their dignity, Treaties

amendmentsto environmentallawsand human rights. Our organ-
account for about half of the 452-izations strongly support human
page bill. These amendments willrights education. We urge all Cana-
weaken Canada’s capacity fordians to engage with Indigenous
environmental governance,peoples, to help educate others,
threatening our land, climate andand to support the current
water.” movement of awareness raising

International human rights and ensuring vital reforme.

Supported by: Amnesty International Canada; Arctic Athabaskan
Council; Assembly of First Nations; Assembly of First Nations of
Québec and Labrador/Assemblée des Premieres Nations du Québec
et du Labrador; British Columbia Assembly of First Nations;
Canadian Friends Service Committee (Quakers); Chiefs of Ontario;
Dene Nation/AFN Regional Office (NWT); Earthroots; Federation
of Saskatchewan Indian Nations; First Nations Summit; First
Peoples Human Rights Coalition; Grand Council of the Crees
(Eeyou Istchee); Haudenosaunee of Kanehsatake; IKANAWTIKET;
Indigenous World Association; KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical
Justice Initiatives; Lawyers Rights Watch Canada; Maritime
Aboriginal Peoples Council; MiningWatch Canada; National
Association of Friendship Centres; Native Women'’s Association of
Canada; Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs

Communist Party urges full solidarity
with the “Idle No More” movement

Resolution adopted by the
Central Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, December 15-16,
2012, Toronto

the Lake St. Martin First Nation of solidarity by the labour and of the poorest First Nationsmoving towards sustainability,
remain homeless 18 months afteother democratic movements withcommunities
their reserve was deliberatelythe Idle No More movement andAttawapiskat) have mines or otherdevelopment as well. We believe
flooded to save Winnipeg andwith the overall struggle for developmentsontheirlandbutddn healthy, just, equitable and
other communities from the Aboriginal rights, including the not get a share of the profit. Thesustainable communities and have

(such as and we must demand sustainable

massive floods of 2011. Despitehunger strike by Chief Theresataking of resources has left manya vision and plan of how to build
On December 10, the Unitedcenturies of broken treatiesSpence of Attawapiskat and thdands and waters poisoned - théhem. Please join us in creating

Nations International Human promising fair treatment, andfasting relay by other women.

animals and plants are dying inthis vision.”

Rights Day, Aboriginal peoples decades of protests and reports, The manifesto of Idle No More many areas in Canada. We cannot This profound manifesto

took to the streets by the thousandshis situation has not improved.truthfully places this struggle in live without the land and water. challenges the destructive agenda
in cities and towns across Canaddn the latest examples, Bill C-45the context of the nationalWe have laws older than thisofthe Harper Tories, and presents
The Central Committee of theis removing federal question within the Canadiancolonial government about howan alternative which puts the
Communist Party of Canada sendenvironmental protections for state. Asthis statementsays, “Théo live with the land. Currently, interests of people and the
our deepest solidarity to the “Idlethousands of lakes, streams andireaties are nation to nationthis government is trying to passenvironment ahead of corporate
No More” movement which rivers which are crucial for the agreements between Canada andany laws so that reserve landgrofiteering. The Communist
initiated this historic struggle well-being of Aboriginal peoples First Nations, who are sovereigncan also be bought and sold by bigParty of Canada welcomes this
against Bill C-45 and the entirein all parts of Canada, and thenations. The Treaties arecompanies to get profit from manifesto for the future of the
racist agenda of the Harper ToryTory governmentis trampling theagreements that cannot be alteredksources. They are promising teoples of this country. We
government. land and water rights of Firstor broken by one side of the twoshare this time...Why would thesepledge to strengthen and find new

The December actions, whichNations which oppose theNations. The spirit and intent of promises be different from pastways to build the alliance of the
reflect a significant surge in expansion of tar sands exports. the Treaty agreements meant thgiromises? We will be left with labour and  democratic
protests by Aboriginal peoples, Refusing to accept theseFirstNations peopleswould sharenothing but poisoned water, landmovements with Aboriginal
have blown the lid off the arrogantgenocidal policies, four Aboriginal the land, but retain their inherentand air. This is an attempt to takegeoples, whose aim is full justice
colonial lie that Canada is awomen in Saskatchewan took theights to lands and resourcesaway sovereignty and the inherenaind national rights for Aboriginal
country of equality, fairness andinitiative this fall to begin the Idle Instead, First Nations haveright to land and resources frompeoples in Canada, and the
social justice. In Canada todayNo More campaign, using socialexperienced a history ofFirst Nations peoples. There arereation of a fairer, anti-racist
Aboriginal peoples suffer high mediatools andteach-insto spreadolonization which has resultedmany examples of other countriesociety for all.®

rates of poverty, unemploymentthe word. Their courageousin outstanding land claims, lack
REDS ON THE WEB

and incarceration, and example helped inspire a numbebf resources and unequal funding
dramatically shorter life spans. Inof chiefs to take their case directlyfor services such as education an

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca

Attawapiskat and on otherto PM Stephen Harper, only to behousing. Canada has become o
reserves, and even in urbarbarred from entering Parliament.of the wealthiest countries in the
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

centres, many live in terrible Nowthis movementhastakenrootvorld by using the land and
housing conditions. Over 100incommunitiesinevery partoftheresources. Canadian mining
First Nations communities lack country. logging, oil and fishing companies
clean drinking water. In The Communist Party of arethe mostpowerfulintheworld
Manitoba, over 2000 members ofCanada calls for the strengtheninglue to land and resources. Some
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What is the Idle No More Movement ... Really?

videos online for all to access. Weprovide for one’s family. These Because only First Nations have
have engaged the media to helpre important things, and ourconstitutionally protected
educate the public about why thisancestors did their best to ensurdboriginal and treaty rights which
impacts them as well. The Chiefsthat we would have a prosperousnandate Canada to obtain the
organized a protest during the AFNfuture. Many even negotiated theseonsent of First Nations prior to
assembly to oppose the legislatiomrovisions in some of our treatiesacting. These rights are also
(including Bill C-45). Chief But,itisnotgood enough for us toprotected atthe international level
Spence is on a hunger strikesimply be comfortable, atleastnotwith the United Nations
standing up for all First Nations aslong as we have brothers, sistef3eclaration on the Rights of
and the treaty relationship whichand community members who livelndigenous Peoples.

| have been honoured by themany of the early activities Canada has forgotten. Kids inwithout food, water or housing. When First Nations organize in
request of the Idle No More included teach-ins which helpedschools have held Idle No MoreRightnow, many of our Indigenousidle No More to oppose this
Founders to be one of theirexplain the legislation’s potential Rallies and there have beerpeoples are facing multiple,legislation, they do soto protect all
organizers and spokespersonsmpacts on First Nations and moremarches, protests and temporargverlapping crises that requireof our interests - First Nation and
Working within this movement importantly, what we could do to traffic and railways slow downs. emergency attention. The veryCanadian alike. The most precious
was a natural extension of the worloppose it. Early protests startedrhe core unifying theme to all of it grassroots people standing on theesources in the near future will be
we already do in First Nationsout as opposing the massivéhas been that they are peacefdtont lines of this movement arefarmablelands and drinkable water.
with leaders and citizens. In theomnibus Bill C-45, but later cameactivities meant to help educatehere because they are the ond$ there is no clean water, this
last few weeks, many of theto include the whole suite. Canadians about how this is in alwithout clean water, housing orimpacts everyone. We are standing
media’s questions related to how The Idle No More movement, our interests. sanitation and the politicians haveup not only to protect our lands and
the movement started, what do wénitially started by women, is a We do have structure, we aredone little to address this. waters, but we are also standing up
wantand where it might be headedpeoples’ movementthat empower®rganized, we work very closely  This movementis set apart fromto restore justice for First Nations
| have done my best as one of théindigenous peoples to stand up fowith one another across the countrany other before it. Unlike the and democracy for Canadians. We
spokespeople to answer theséheir Nations, lands, treaties ando strategize and we are growingOccupy movement, thismovementan work together to defeat this
guestions based on the viewsovereignty. This movement isWe have worked with active Firstinvolves peoples with a sharedhreat to Canada and find a way to
shared with me by some ofthose iunique because it is purposefullyNation leaders on the ground sincdistories, experiences, goals andhare the lands and resources asthe
the movement. distanced from political and the very beginning and many of usaspirations. We as Indigenoudreaties envisioned.

The Idle No More movementis corporate influence. There is nocontinue to do so. Our alliespeoples are all related, we all care  When asked what do we want,
part of a larger Indigenouselected leader, no paid Executivéncrease every day as more andbout each other’s futures and wehat question can be answered in
movement that has been in théirector, and no bureaucracy omore organizations are joining theshare the same responsibility tdwo parts:

Excerpts from a commentary by Pamela
Palmater, one of the organizers and spokes-
persons of the Idle No More movement, in re-
sponse to questions posed by Al Jazeera, CBC,
Rabble.ca, CTV, and the Ottawa Citizen. For the
full text and related links, see Palmater’s blog at
www.indigenous-nationhood.blogspot.ca.

country have been monitoring thecan’t do. There are no colonial-
political and legal scene in Canaddased lines imposed on who joins
at both the federal and provincialthe movement and thus issue
levels and making a concertecaround on & off-reserve, status
effort to help inform First Nation and non-status, treaty and non
community members and leaderg¢reaty, man or woman, elder o
about any potential threats. Weyouth, chief or citizen does not
noted a clear assimilation agendaome into play. This movementis_
that emerged within the inclusive of all our peoples. e e
Conservative governmentand we Tomy mind, the true governing = : 3
started planning on how we couldpower of our Indigenous Nations: = 4
address that if Prime Ministerhasalways been exercised throug Ny
Harper insisted on putting his planthe voice of our peoples. The' '*”
into action. leaders were traditionally morelike, & ;
We of course worked very hardspokespeople which represente:
to try all the usual channels toto views and decisions of the
address our growing concernspeople. In this way, the Idle No
which included lobbying, letter- More movement, led by grassroot:
writing, testifying before Senate peoples connects very closely tc
and Parliament, endless meetingsur Indigenous traditional values.
with MPs, Senators, Ministers andBut itis not a movement where the
others - all to no avail. The Harperpeople stand alone, their elders.
government was not interested irelected leaders and traditiona
talking to us, let alone consultingleaders stand with them. This
or getting our consent. Harpermovement is not in competition .
decided instead to use thewith any First Nation political
Assembly of First Nations as hisorganization or elected leaders’ &
primary vehicle to call all the shots. This movement is focused on the
Harper's government set thecriticalissues before us, notpower; = * -
agenda, they drafted the jointstruggles, political games or; =
action plans andthey alone decidedompeting for government b
what was and was not on the tablefunding. Everyone so far has
In other words, Harper managedonated their time, money, energ
to bully his assimilation plan onto and skills to making this work
the First Nation agenda with hardlydespite the inevitable critiques,
a squeak of opposition at thepush-back and misinformation.
political level. Yet, what makes this peoples’
At the co-called Crown-First movement so unique, is also wha
Nation Gathering (CFNG) last makes it so difficult for many
January 2012, Harper promisedCanadians and the media tc¢
FirstNations his governmentwouldunderstand. Generally speaking,
notunilaterallyamend orrepealthepeople understand that eachmovement.
Indian Act. After the CFNG, he government, group or organizationwidespread international supportidentities for

making for several years now.hierarchy which determines what

Indigenous activists all over theany person or First Nation can anc
Don’t give up the fight!
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our

(1) In the short term, Canada must
withdraw the suite of legislation
impacting First Nations, amend
those omnibus bills which threaten
our lands and waters, and restore
the funding that was cut to our
First Nation advocacy
organizations and communities;
(2) In the long term, Canada must
set up a Nation to Nation process
whereby First Nations and Canada
can address many of the long
outstanding issues related to the
implementation of treaties and
sharing the lands and resources.

Ultimately, we want to be free -
free to govern ourselves as we
choose; free to enjoy our identities,
cultures, languages and traditions -
i.e., to live the good life as we see
fit. This means Canada mustrespect
our sovereignty and get out of the
business of managing our lives.
Giventhat Canadahasworked hard
to put us in the situation we are in,
Harper will have to come to table
with some good faith and offer
some solutions to address the
current crisis facing many of our
communitiesin relation to the basic
essentials of life - water, sanitation,
housing, and education. If Harper
can do no more than appear at a
meeting on January 24th as
requested by the AFN, our most
vulnerable citizens will not see
justice.

What Idle No More means to
me is the coming together of
Indigenous peoples from all over
Turtle Island to work together to
restore pride in our peoples, to
stand up for our rights and live up

Now we have protect our rights, cultures andto those responsibilities we have
seventh to one another and Mother Earth.
broke that promise and proceedetias a leader, a clearly definedvhichalsogrows everyday. Prettygeneration. This movement also

Itisinspiring hope, when many

with an aggressive legislativehierarchy and rules about who carsoon you will see more and morehas a special spiritual significancenad lost hope that anyone would
agenda that will include upwardssay and do what. This movemenprominent figures stand up to putinthatthis was prophesied - thatthever stand on their behalf.

of 14 bills that will devastate our on the other hand, is very organigressure on Canada to come to theeventh generation would rise and It has inspired pride in who we
First Nations in various ways. Itisin nature and first and foremosttable in a real, meaningful way. restore the strength of our Nationsare as Indigenous peoples because
the White Paper 2012 with a twistrespects the sovereignty of To me, Idle No More is a bring balance and see that justiceur peoples and the ways of our

- instead of it being a policy, like individual Indigenous peoples andresponsibility - a responsibility to was restored to our peoples.
the 1969 White Paper, whichtheir Nations to participate howlive up to the sacrifices of our

peoples are beautiful and

This movement is also uniquesomething to be cherished and

wanted to assimilate Indians,and when they choose, if at all.ancestors, to the duty we have am thatitincludes Canadians as oudefended.
Harper’s plan will be law. This is This will mean that some Firstguardians of the earth, and to thallies. Just as the early days of It has inspired leadership in
the spark that ignited the Idle NoNations leaders will choose not toexpectations that our children andcontact when the settlers needethose who thought they had nothing

More movement into action.

participate, but some of theirgrandchildren have of us to protecbur help to survive the harsh winteieft to offer their Nations.
We always knew action would members will. It could mean onethem. Every single one of us hasnonths, and seek out a new life

It has inspired a reconnection

be required at some point, but thd=irst Nation community organizesthat responsibility, though, at anyhere, Canadians once again neeaf youth to elders, citizens to
legislation posed an imminentteach-ins whereas First Nationgjiven time, we all have different our help. They need our help tdeaders and men to stand beside

threat and required immediatepeoples living in urban areas will capacities, skills and opportunitiesstop Harper’s

movement was born. In the earlymob round dances.

destructive their women.
mobilization. That is how a get together and organize flashn which to fulfill it. Regardless of environmental agenda. First

It has inspired the most

our situation, | believe that we allNations represent Canadians lasippressed peoples to stand up and

days, some were calling the Idle Think of the many ways in carry that responsibility from the best hope at stopping Harper fromexercise their voices.
No More movement, some callingwhich this movement has alreadywery momentthe Creator blesses ugnfettered mass destructionof our We are alive again and the
itan Indigenous rights movementdeveloped. We had teach-ins awvith our first breath until our last. shared lands, waters, plants andpirits of our ancestors are walking

butwe all agreed that we needed tbouis Bull, Saddle Lake and other

This responsibility means thatanimals in the name of resourcewith us on this journey.
immediately oppose Harper’'sFirst Nations. We have posteditis notgood enough to work hard,development for export to foreign

| believe in the power of our

assimilatory legislative agenda. Sanformation, publications and get an education, find a job, anccountries like China. Why? peoples - we can do thie!
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Tunisian UGTT ahead after farmers stalled thehe dismal food served by theirsix-year term on charges ofof several other groups took to the
process. In the few cases wheremployers. “propaganda against the regime’streets chanting, “we can’t survive

backs compen- farmers had been willing to In response to a strike of 171and “assembly and collusionon $8.25" and singing modified
. negotiate, “no substantial progres€hinese bus drivers in Novembemagainst national security.” Christmas carols highlighting

ad been made”, sai renreic ,the Singaporean government The Tehran and Suburbs Busvage disparity between san

sation demand had b de”, said Ehrenreict2011, the Si The Teh d Suburbs B disparity b CEOsand

) o The strike is taking take placedeported 29 people and impose€Company has more than 17,000ank-and-file workers. The day
Residents from the Tunisianprimarily inthe Western Cape, but$2,000 fines and jail terms foremployees. All executive boardculminated in 21 arrests during a
town of Redeyef are demandingmay spread to other areas since treeveral others for instigatingmembers of the Vahed union havesit-in at Water Tower Place on
that the National Constituentr150-per-day demandisanationdlillegal” action. been persecuted, dismissed, dPearson Avenue.
Assembly compensate families ofssye. The organisations are Singapore’s acting minister for jailed since the formation of the “We're struggling to make ends

those killed duringa 2008 uprising.appealing for an international
The Tunisian General Labor Unionpoycott of South African fruit and

Jan. 4in Redeyef, two weeks aftefajse wages.
the NCA adopted Decree 97 in

which only the families of the
martyrs and wounded of the 2010
11 “Jasmine” revolution will be

manpower, Tan Chuan-Jin,union in 2005. meet, we are struggling to pay
. criticised the bus drivers’ strike, bills and we are just asking for a
(UGTT) led a general strike onwines to compel the farmers tosaying, “We have zero tolerancelndia dockers call 'veable wage of $15 an hour so
for such unlawful action because . - that we can be able to support our
disrupted essential services nopnational strike families,” one demonstrator told
only affected the workers in the the media.
industry, but also affect the daily Workers and employees at 13 The organizations Action Now
life of all in the community.” of India’s major portsare tojoinin and Stand Up! Chicago have

compensated.
Local UGTT organizers said the
strike surpassed expectations, wit
virtually the entire city participating.
All businesses and administrations
excluding the hospital and
pharmacies, wenton strike, reportefl
state news agency TAP.
But this success did not get any
immediate response. Thiswas n
a surprise for the UGTT, which
says the government’s tactic is
“policy of silence” hoping to
spread despair until people give

up. The union says it will continue
to collaborate with civil society to Unem ployment

ratchet up the demands of18% in Bu|garia

Redeyef’s residents until the

The minister'scommentsreflecta nationwide strike on Feb. 20-21released reports arguing that the
the odds against migrant workerso oppose corporatisation of majominimum wage could be raised to
in Singapore, a wealthy city-stateports, and to demand hirings to fill$15 with little impact on the profits
that which is home to some ofjobsleftvacantsince 2007. Astrikeof many downtown businesses.
capitalism’s worst excesses. Thenotice was announced following aThey estimate that the cost of
luxurious lifestyle of its rich joint meeting of key dockworkers raising wages for all downtown
citizens depends on more thanonenions, including the Indian workers in retail and food service
million migrant workers. National Port & Dock Workers would cost $103 million, and
Singapore has nearly 1.5 millionFederation (INTUC), the All India would spur an extra $179 million
foreigners, many ofwhom providePort and Dock Waorkers’ ineconomicactivity. Additionally,
cheap, menial labour in theFederation, Water Transportfor every 25 workers getting a

construction, shipyard, Federation of India and Port andvage bump, one full-time job
transportation and garbage refus®ock Water Front Workers would be created.
industries. Federation of India. David Vite, head of the lllinois

While labour protests are stilla  The unions are also demandindretail Merchants Association,
new phenomenon in Singaporeproper implementation of variousclaimed that the plan would “wipe
foreign workers often see stagingsettlements, regularising ofout” the less than 2 percent profit
strikes as ordinary. Many Chinesecontract workers, an end toshare he said retailers typically

government responds. The actual unemployment rateworkers have experiencedoutsourcingand contracting out oftake in. CEOs for downtown stores

The primary purpose of j5 Bylgaria is exceptionally high,
reviewing Decree 97 isto establisthyer 17-18% of the active

revolution's timeline, says the grankov, Deputy Chair of the
UGTT. Redeyef residentspy|garian Industrial Association.

industrial conflicts in China over regular port-related activities, andaverage an hourly compensation
the past decade, learning thaéxclusion of major ports from therate of more than $4011, which
protests can often be an effectivgpurview of the Tariff Authority Vite said they receive for “the
tactic. for Major Ports. value they bring to the company.”
While the government defends A second report, published in

undertook the 2008 uprising tojn a Jan. 4 interview, Brankovits immigration policies as i conjunction with the Chicago
protest against unjust hiringcommented that the “adaptive” and *“practical”, Arrests at mini Teacher's Union, found thatawage
practices by Gafsa Phosphatgnemployment rate had droppedSingapore’s Manpower Ministry mum wage rally increase  would lead to

Company after a round of hiringjn, the period 2004-2008 due to arrecently pledged it would do more

was announced in January 2008nyestment credit boom in
Five locals were killed and 41 ¢onstruction and other sectors.

improvements for students in
to help foreignworkers, inaneffort  Police arrested 21 people orpublic Schools. According to the
to silence critics of policies thatJan. 5 as more than 200report, a one parent/one child

wounded in the ensuing unrest. «owever, once thatinvestmentdiscriminate against migrants.  demonstrators marched in Chicagéamily would have to earn $35,859
For Redeyef, the uprising laid thepoom was over, our economy and demanding a higher minimumannually to meetbasic needs, more

foundation uponwhichthe Jasmingmployment returned to their

revolution began on December 17previous rates,” he noted, claiming

2010 in the town of Sidi Bouzid. that this pointed to structural[fgnian unionist
problems which had not been

SA farmworkers caused by the economic crisis but Concerns are mounting over the

wage. Supporters of the Fight Fothan double the earnings of a
Fears grow for 15 movement, along with membergperson taking in $8.25 an hour.

Many items in our "Global Class

by the economic structure, and theate of jailed Iranian transport trade Struggle" column are from the

call for boycott laws and regulations applying tounionist Reza Shahabi, who bega
businesses. Brankov urged the hunger strike December 17. The

After the failure of wage talks adoption of a “Bulgaria 2020

with farmers in the Western Capenational Program for development(vahed) union treasurer began hi
province of South Africa, a strike o create jobs, withinthe frameworkprotest two days after his lates

t
by farmworkers resumed on Jan. 9f the European Union. Such ahealth scare since being locked u(Send me |nf0rmat|0n on the “; \
T

According to COSATU regional program, he claimed, will require in Evin jail’s notorious Ward 350

H s . . 1)
secretary Tony Ehrenreich,nationwide consensus amondor “political” prisoners. Guards Commurust Party Of Canada 1'.-;;)

speaking ata news conference, thgolitical parties, trade unions,took Shahabi to hospital but

strike would continue |ndef|n|te|y emp|0yerS, and other groups.
until the workers’ demands were  However, he did not mention

met, including a R150-per-daythe steep rise in unemployment imim back to his cell
wage ($17.30 Can.)anda“coherenfyany EU countries which have

land reform programme”. followed the neoliberal model.
In November 2012, table grapeynemployment was eliminated

workers in De Doorns startedduring the post-war socialisterainsaid were the result of severd democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of

striking against low wages of Bylgaria, returning only after the

around R70 ($8 Can.) per day, andestoration of capitalism during
job actions spread to 15 othefhe early 1990s.

towns. The strike was called off in

December after the Agri-SA .
employers group agreed toI—abour unrestin

negotiations on a farm-by-farm Singapore
basis.

~ Several organisations,  after 26 years without a strike,
Workers Union (FAWU), Women appalling living conditions has
on Farms and the Commerciakpjled Singapore, drawing
Stevedoring Agricultural and attention to the country’s often-

Allied ~ Workers  Union exploited migrant worker
(CSAAWU), say the initial strikes community. Over the past month

ges angrotests in recent months ovef g.c. commitee CPC

. . ,Shahabi, who was sacked by th
were not organised by the unionsseyeral groups of Chinese migranbus firm in 2006, and other trad
but they had undertaken toyorkers staged strikes, protests andnionists have paid a high price
neg_ot|ateW|th the governmentandst-ins. Earlier in 2011, agroup offacing jail and intimidation.
Agri-SA on the workers’ behalf. 200 Bangladeshi constructionshahabi has been locked up sin
However, the negotiations on &yorkerslaunched aseven-hoursitjune 2010. An April 14 ruling
farm-by-farm basis had not gonegyt to protest unpaid salaries andonfirmed that he would serve a

Labour S tart website,
Tehran and Suburbs Bus Compan www .labourst art.org

refused to let doctors perform ar

MRI scan. Instead they dragge( The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of

fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialjsm.

. The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
LaStAUQUSt' Shahabi W"’_‘S raceq against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

to hospital for surgery to his necl  4ctive across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

and spine, injuries which his wife] - movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership ar set

beatings during interrogation.| socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
Doctors advised that he needed at Central Committee CPC

least two months’ rest at home 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

following the critical operation, : :
saying that he was “incapable o 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

withstandi ng any further Parti Communiste du Quebedsection du Ottawa CPC
punishment.” Instead he wag Particommuniste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

hauled back to Ward 350. 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Committee CPC

Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winni
i o . Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
Vahed members have mounte§l Email: peq@cpc-pec.caél: 438-338-8890  Toytaw: 204.566.7824

unpaid waaes and unegual 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, vsL 3J1  Ontario Ctee. CPC
tregtment E;?nd to demandq th 604-254-9836cpinfo.bc@gmail.com 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6

Tel: 416-469-2446
dismissal of the Tehran Bu
Company managing director. Bu

Edmonton CPC .
Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
Tel: 905-548-9586
Calgary CPC

5421 - 8th Ave. SE Atlantic Region CPC

Calgary, AB, T2A 4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOox 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Telffax: 902-542-7981
Saskatchewan CPC

Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

J




9 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e JANUARY 1-31, 2013

US, EU prep are for intervention in Mali

intelligence, ousted Presidentthe federalgovernmentin Bamakocontrol of northern Mali from the Africa, and the Frenchruling class
Amadou Toumani Touré. The Now the US and EU are usingMNLA - an area the size of Francewishes to recolonize its former
A consequence of the westerrtircumstances leading to the couphe “war on terror” ruse to justify - can be directly linked back to thecolonies, having recently
imperialist powers’ intervention d’etat included social discontenta military intervention in support imperialist intervention in Libya. intervened inthe Ivory Coast. The
in Libya in 2011, under the guiseby the mass of peasants andf the interim government. TheUnder Gaddafi, Libya investedUS, France, Germany, other
of the Responsibility to Protectstudents. Mali was experiencing aofficial pretext is the seizure of heavily in sub-Saharan nationsEuropean states, and China are all
doctrine (R2P), which costthe livesfood crisis, a consequence of théAzawad by the Islamist which made him incredibly competing for these resources, in
of thousands of civilians, was thesellout of arable land to foreignorganizations Al-Qaeda in thepopular throughout the continent.yet another “Scramble for Africa.”
destabilization of the west African capitalists. After the coup, Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and He also mediated the conflict Direct investment from China

By T.J. Petrowski, Winnipeg

state of Mali. emergency law was enforced, withAnsar Dine. The Islamists takingbetween the Tuaregs and thén particular has increased 300-
The US and EU, especiallythe constitution Malian government, and fold in Mali over the last decade.

France, the former colonial power,suspended and a 8 00 Apdm opposed radical Islamist Along with South Africa, Zambia,

are seeking to militarily intervene curfew imposed onthe 8 o0 smmi | groups such as AQIM. and Egypt, Mali has some of

“Western

in the ongoing conflict. On Dec. people. Salunra

20, the United Nations Security Soon after the
Council adopted Resolution 2085 jnterim government of
authorizing deployment of anDioncounda Traoré
African-led International Support was installed, the
Mission (AFISMA) in northern MNLA unilaterally MAURITANIA
Mali. The Harper government isdeclared their
hinting that Canada may take parsecession from Mali as
in such an intervention. the state of Azawad.
The Republic of Mali, like much Although its members
of Africa, has a long history of are predominately [+
European colonialism andTuareg, MNLA
western-backed military coups,leaders have said their]
which have left the people inmovement represents
extreme poverty and despair.  all Saharan peoples,
Following the defeat of Gaddafi, seeking independent,
thousands of his Tuareg fighterssecular representation B
returned to northern Mali heavily for those neglected by |LEokE
armed and with a deep sense of
frustration over their living

a1 zmiionuareg. GANG Fape story should stir class and caste debate in India

people inhabitthe Saharaninterior
of Africa, living as nomadic Bv Gurbreet Singh While Indians (particularly Instead of comforting the victims, legislator recently went to the
pastoralistsin Mali, Algeria, Niger, y P 9 Hindus) revere goddesses, othethe system tries to protect theextentofsuggestingabanon skirts
Libya, and Burkina Faso. Since The outrage caused by the recentligious groups like Sikhs claim perpetrators. The grievance of rap&n schools to save girls from
the European powers firstgangrape ofa23-year-old studenthemselves to be the protectors ofictims should be heardpotential molesters, while a
colonizedthe region, causing widein Delhi should also stir a class andhe modesty of women. passionately by the police and theminister belonging to the Congress
scale displacement and sufferingcaste debate within Indian society. The sexual violence againstcourts, instead of putting the onugarty cautioned women notto take
the Tuareg have struggled forThe victimwas notonly rapedinawomen from the marginalizedto prove the crime on them. public transport at night. Instead
better living conditions and thebus but also beaten by thesectionsofsociety goesoninspite But what can one expect fromofshedding tears, the leastwomen
right to self-determination. They assailants. She succumbed to hef the fact that India has been ledan establishmentwhose lawmakerpoliticians can do is to make such
have continued this struggleinjuries at a Singapore hospitalby a female Prime Minister, theare either accused of such crimemale chauvinist politicians
against the Western-backedvhere she was shifted amidstate Indira Gandhi, and its firstor shamelessly make sexis@ccountable, and try to bring the
leaders of their now independentiolent protests that rocked thewoman President, Pratibha Patilremarks by blaming the victims?rapists enjoying state patronage to
nations. Indian capital. Several provinces have also beeA Hindu right-wing BJP Party book.e

In January 2012, with the The anger was partially causeded by female politicians at
experience and resources acquireply the fact that Delhi has witnessedlifferent times.
in Libya, they began the Nationalover 500 rapes since last year, Following the Delhi incident, .
Movement for the Liberation of earning it a reputation as a capitasome prominentfemale politiciang RO be rt F I S k |eCtu re
Azawad (MNLA), an armed of rapes. While this outrage andoroke down intearswhile debating
insurgency against the Maliansubsequent activism are justifiedjn parliament. But this will notend .
government. (Azawad is thepoor and so-called “low caste”’the vulnerability of women, tour On Arab S prlng
territory in northern Mali women continue to suffer sexualespecially those who come from
ConSiSting of the federal I‘egionaliolence almost every day inruralthe weaker sections. ObViOUSIy Veteran foreign Correspondent and author Robert Fisk will tour
of Gao, Kidal, Tombouctou, andand tribal India, outside the urbanpoor women in a class and caste canada starting on January 21. Dr. Fisk's lectures, entitled “Arab
MOptI) With them was an influx and fortified Setting of Delhi and based SOCiety become doublé Awakening' But Are We Hearing the Truth?” will focus on media
of radical Islamists who other big cities. It's very rare to victims when a sexual crime is coverage of the “Arab Spring” and related upheavals in the Migidle
cooperated with NATO to oust see outrage over the rapes of suatommitted against them. In many gast.
Gaddafi, many of them from women in Indian SOCiety, which instances, pOlItlcal goons and The ambitious ten_city tour is being Organized by Canadians for
Sudan, Yemen, Algeria, Egypt, andargely claims to be puritan andsecurity officials have committed| jystice and Peace inthe Middle East (CIPME), with some everts co-

With Gaddafi gone, China’slargestdirectinvestments
Islamists from the in Africa. The US seeks to reduce
Middle East are China’sinfluence inthe region, to
converging to fight for reestablish its hegemony, just as
theirvision of Sharialaw the intervention in Libya was in
in all of Mali, not strictly  partto deny China access to North
Azawad. African oil. Oblivioustothe
Of course, therealaim mass starvation and
of imperialism is to malnourishment that plagues
further exploit the Malian civilians, a foreign
extensive natural intervention would undoubtedly
resources in Mali, result in a new quagmire for the
including gold, uranium, imperialists, similar to the situation
cotton, and suspected oilin Afghanistan, and could further
reserves. France’s destabilize the region. The people
nuclear industry is ofMalihavetherighttodetermine
especially dependent ontheir own socio-political structure
uranium from West without foreign interventiorm

other Muslim nations. _ ethicalincharacter. The stories oexual crimes against them with| sponsored by other groups.

OnMarch 21,2012, US-trainedrapes involving poor womenimpunity. “We are delighted to offer Canadians the opportunity to hear $uch
Captaln Amadou SanOQO, WhOdurIng recent weeks did not gaina The Delhiincidentthat Captured an incisive' experienced and inte“ectua"y rigorous anaiyst," says
maintains close ties with US matching attention. international media attention hag cJpME president Thomas Woodley.

reopened an unwanted debate dn  Based in Beirut since 1976, Robert Fisk has been the Middle|East
capital punishment, with some| correspondent for the British newspafére Independengince
suggesting the death sentence 101988. He is the author of five books, includiflge Great War for
rapists. However, this would| cjvilisation: The Conquest of the Middle E42005), Pity the
encourage a rapist to murder the Nation: Lebanon at Waf1990) andThe Age of the Warrior
victimto destroy evidence. Infact,| Selected Writing§2008). He is highly a respected writer for his
Indian society and the justice| girect and uncompromising reporting. A pacifist, he believes|the
system need to provide moral role of the journalist is to investigate and challenge authofity,
support to the victims of sexuall especially when an authority wishes to conduct a war.
violence, instead of protectingthd  pr. Fisk has covered dozens of international trouble spots pver
perpetrators. the past 40 years, including Iran, Lebanon, Afghanistan, lraq,

Often the victims of rape are( Algeria, Palestine and Israel. On assignment, he has intervigwed
The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five harassed by the police and the saddam Hussein, Ayatollah Khomeini, Osama Bin Laden and ¢ther

o . . _ courts, discouragingthemtotestify influential and controversial figures. He has received the most
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5t daggainst the offender. A case i Byitish and international awards of any journalist.

of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that hg Frpeint is that of a 17-year-old Dalit Dates and cities for the tour includéorth York, Monday, Jan.

the Cuban Five: rape \tliiCtim in 2tljr:jjab _st%te Vi’tho 21 (afternoon)Toronto, Monday, Jan. 21 (eveningdttawa,
0. - - recently committed suicide after| Tyesday, Jan. 2Rjontreal, Wed., Jan. 2uebec City, Thursday

E-mail: dent hiteh . . : ' ’ ' ' J
Oririﬁle \?vr;kf.l h?tri)'%vi/vwivewﬁii:ﬁoguos\; govicontact being harassed by the police} jan. 24Hamilton, Monday, Jan. 28.ondon, Tuesday, Jan. 29
Phone 1-202-456-1111. ' Apparently, the police were notf calgary, Wed., Jan. 3CEdmonton, Thursday, Jan. 3¥ictoria,
Fax 1-202-456-2461 taking action against the culprit.| Friday, Feb. 1yancouver, Sat., Feb. 2.
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House Instead _the victim was accused of ; ;

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA Cogffc‘i]t'g%ﬁesﬁ%fgﬁ?gims of For details of lecture dates, times and

Pig locations, visit the CIJPME website:

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or sexual violence in an orthodox .
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca male-dominated Indian society. WWW.CJpme.org.
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Eight charged in Victor Jara murder

OnDecember 27, Chilean Judge
Miguel Vasquez charged twoDecember 2012
officers, Pedro Barrientos and
Hugo Sanchez, inthe 1973 murdeFour Chilean
ofChHean communist folk singergs A Graduates
Victor Jara; six others have bee 7
charged as accomplices in th&:harged with

1973 Murder

murder.
Four of the eight accused too :
courses at theg School of th:;m_r Folk Singer
Americas, the U.S. military baseYictor Jara!
which trained thousands of officers
for pro-Yankee regimes acros
Latin America.

The four SOA graduates include
Pedro Barrientos, the second-i
command of the National Stadium
which was turned intoreopen-air
prison following the coup led by
Gen Augusto Pinochet; Raul Jofré ==
took the same Officers’ Orientationjg:
course as Barrientosin 1968; Edwi
Dimter Bianchi took a Combat ™ *
Arms Orientation course in 1970; The Pinochet dictatorship subjected to brutal torture, and
and Jorge Smith Gumucio took daunched its coup d’etat on Septhad his fingers and wrists broker
Combat Arms Orientation coursell, 1973, with the bombing of theby soldiers. He was then murdere
in 1972. An international arrestpresidential palace, and the killingsby machine gun fire, and his body,

4

order has been issued for Pedrof thousands of opponents. Jaréeft on the street to be discovered Help Phone (www.kidshelpphone.ca). Artists Against Bullying inclu

Barrientos, who now lives in was detained in Santiago on thdoy passersby. ButJara’s powerfu
Florida, and was in charge of theday of the coup, taken to amusic lives on; many of his songg
squad which killed Jara. concentration camp in the stadiumg¢an be found on YouTube.

VI Ctor J ara Of C h I |e And those who worked the land
He sang about the factory workers

(lyrics by Adrian Mitchell, music by Arlo Guthrie) And they knew he was their man

. ) His hands were gentle, his hands were strong
Victor Jara of Chile He campaigned for Allende
Lived like a shooting star Working night and day
He fought for the people of Chile He sang “Take hold of your brothers hand
With his songs and his guitar You know the future begins today”
His hands were gentle, his hands were strong  Hjs hands were gentle, his hands were strong
Victor Jara was a peasant Then the generals seized Chile
He worked from a few years old They arrested Victor then
He sat upon his father’s plow They caged him in a stadium
And watched the earth unfold With five-thousand frightened men
His hands were gentle, his hands were strong  His hands were gentle, his hands were strong
Now when the neighbors had a wedding Victor stood in the stadium
Or one of their children died His voice was brave and strong
His mother sang all night for them And he sang for his fellow prisoners
With Victor by her side Till the guards cut short his song
His hands were gentle, his hands were strong  His hands were gentle, his hands were strong
He grew up to be a fighter They broke the bones in both his hands
Against the people’s wrongs They beat him on the head
He listened to their grief and joy They tore him with electric shocks
And turned them into songs And then they shot him dead
His hands were gentle, his hands were strong  His hands were gentle, his hands were strong
He sang about the copper miners (repeat first verse)

Boycott UAE
Olympic plan

The International Trade Union
Confederation will lobby to
boycott a United Arab Emirate
(UAE) Olympic Gamesifthe Gulf
state does notimprove condition
for migrant workers. The ITUC,
which has already called for a
boycott of the 2022 FIFA World
Cupin nearby Qatar, says itwoulg
be “appalled” if the International
Olympic Committee awarded the
UAE an Olympic Games.

IDEAS OF
REVOLUTION

2013 People's Voice Calendar  »uae
: E— E— that it will bid forthe 2024 summer

The People’s Voice Calendar for 2013 - “Ideas of Revolution” - @lympics. The emirate, famous|
now on sale. Dedicated to the struggles of the international workfog its luxury hotels, has spent
class for peace, liberation, equality and socialism, this year’s calergliions of dollars on sports
features quotations by a wide range of revolutionaries, artists, &mllities for international events
writers, such as Nelson Mandela, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Marx, Fredeireituding the Dubai Desert Classic
Engels, V.I. Lenin, Tim Buck, Soong Ching Ling, Germaine Greer, Egad the Dubai World Cup.
Morales, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Claudia Jones, Fidel Castro, Jos®atar, the world’s biggest
Saramago, and Frida Kahlo. The 14-month calendar (Jan. 2013-Egporter of liquefied natural gas,
2014) also includes notable dates from the history of the peopfdans to invest about $88 billion
movements, and statutory holidays and celebrations for the year. to build stadiums, hotels and

“ldeas of Revolution” can be ordered by mail for $10 in Canada,tmansport for the 2022 World Cup.
$15 in the United States (price includes mailing costs). Send a cheyueport last year by a Qatar-
to People’s Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. Fbased rights group found 70% o
information on bulk orders of five or more calendars, contact auigrant workers were only paid
Vancouver Editorial Office: <pvoice@telus.net>, tel. 604-255-2041JS$302 a month, while 30 %

Residents of Ontario can order directly from the Ontario Bureaureteived just US$219 a month
People’s Voice, 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6, ph. 416-468ccommodation for about 43%
2446. The Calendar will be on sale at our Manitoba Bureau (387 Selkifkhem was on the basis of six

1223

MUSIC
NOTES

rg By Wally Brooker

Music fest flees Mali conflict

Mali's “Festival in the Desert” will take place in exile becausg
politicalinstability and violence in the north African country. Organis
have announced that the annual music festival (www.festivg
desert.org), originally scheduled for Timbuktu Feb. 20-22, will bec
a “caravan of artists united for peace, tolerance and human did
Caravans will visit Mauritania, Algeria and Niger before converg
on Burkina Faso for the three-day celebration, to feature reno
Malian musicians Toumani Diabaté and Samba Touré. Resolut
the longstanding aspirations of the Tuareg people for autonomy Within
Mali has been complicated by the US-NATO war against the Gaddafi
regime in Libya, which opened the north of Mali to Islamist extrenpists

and provoked a military coup in the south.
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Canadian musicians vs. bullying

A group of musicians calling themselves Artists Against Bullying |
recorded a charity version of Cyndi Lauper’s 1986 hit “True Colq
I Released in November to coincide with Bullying Awareness Wee
song reached #1 on Canadian singles charts with proceeds going

ave
rs.”

, the
to Kids
des
Pierre Bouvier (Simple Plan) and Jacob Hoggard (Hedley), Kardinal
Offishall, Fefe Dobson, Lights, Alyssa Reid and Walk Off the Earth.
Meanwhile 16-year-old Ottawa student Meagan Landry has proguced
an excellent homemade video of her original anti-bullying gong
“Stronger.” Both “True Colors” and “Stronger” can be found|on
YouTube. They come in the aftermath of the suicide of Amanda Todd,
the 15-year-old Port Coquitlam student who took her life in Octoberjafter
posting a heart-wrenching video online of her struggle with bullyipg.

Stan Rogers re-mastered

Toronto folk label Borealis has been diligently re-mastering
catalogue of the great Stan Rogers. The fourth and latest albunmn
series isNorthwest Passageerhaps his most iconic work. T
project is overseen by long-time Rogers producer Paul Mills an
late singer’s wife Ariel. Stan Rogers was a brilliant artist who pai
the landscape of English-speaking Canada and populated i
vivid and sympathetic portraits of working people. His 1983 deg
afire aboard an Air Canada flight came when he was only 33. B
legacy is rich. It's a good bet that Rogers’ songs will continu
inspire for years to come. Word is that the sound quality of this g
is exceptional. For info: http://borealisrecords.com/.
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K’'Naan on artistic self-censorship

Canadian hip-hop star K’'Naan engaged in a little self-criticism
month with aNew York Timesp-ed entitled “Censoring Myself fq
Success.” K'Naan was referring to his latest alliiountry, God, of
the Girl, an effort that betrays a drift towards mainstream pop
describes being called by his record label for “a little talk” be
recording the album, and being warned to avoid “subjects to
from fun and self-absorption.” K’'Naan suggests that he cens
himself. “I may never find my old walk again,” he writes, “but | hg
someday to see beauty in the graceless limp back towards it.” K
Abdi Warsame was born in Somaliain 1978. His family fled the
torn country when he was a child and eventually settled in Tor
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“Meanwhile in Afghanistan”

Radical singer-songwriter David Rovics has just relelsiezthwhile in
Afghanistanan album he calls “a folk-punk manifesto in twelve paits.”
It'sadeparture from his earlier mostly acoustic recordings. Inthis oliting,
thanks to a successful fundraising campaign, Rovics expands hissound
with keyboards, bass, drums, backup vocals, and guitars (inclugling a
cameo appearance by rock star Tom Mordleanwhile in Afghanistan
is by turns indignant, denunciatory, poignant, and playful. Listeners
only think of Rovics as a writer of protest songs might be pleas
surprised by contemporary love songs like “Adelaide” and “Sy
Princess”, and humorous tracks like “Watch Out for the Cops” arn
Only It Were True.” For info: http://davidrovics.com.

Ravi Shankar: 1920-2012

Sitar virtuoso Ravi Shankar died on December 11th. Shanka
celebrated for his encounters with extraordinary western musiciaf
violinist Yehudi Menuhin and Beatles guitarist George Harrison
before achieving international fame he had already been music d
of All-India Radio and composed film music for Satyajit Ray’s claksic
Apu Trilogy While his role as organizer (with Harrison) of the 1971
Concert for Bangladesh is well-known, his other political interventions
have been ignored in the obituaries. In the 1940s Shankar was agtive in
the radical Indian People’s Theatre Association, a left-wing cultural
group that promoted independence from Britain, solidarity with the
USSR and relief for victims of famine. In 1992 he attended an “Aftists
Against Communalism” concertin Mumbai, andissued a strong statement
against that sectarian political trend. Both of India’s major commpnist
parties have issued condolences. For info: www.ravishankar.org
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Ave., Winnipeg), and our Quebec Bureau (5359 Ave. du Parc, Montreadds in a roorme
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The last remnant of British imperialism

: : in 1936. He wrote that “our seizurebrutal military junta which had
g%’a‘g?ﬂr&;’Vlght’ Morning of the Falkland Islands in 1833ruthlessly suppressed any and
was so arbitrary a procedure aslissent to its authority at home. Idle No More rally, Sat., Jan.
The longstanding dispute overjudged by the ideology of the Three decades on, however12, 12 noon, Surrey Central
the sovereignty of the Falklandpresent day. It is therefore notthe situation is markedly different. Mall, everyone welcome.
Islands in the south Atlantic iseasy to explain our possessiorgentina is now a centre-left
once again in the news - this timawithout showing ourselves up asdemocracy, one of a series o
as a result of an open letter tanternational bandits.” progressive governments thay, consent to Tar Sands
David Cameronfrom Argentina’s  In 1982 the war against the therhave swept the region over thqupeIines demo for Joint
President Cristina Fernandez dé\rgentiniangovernment's attemptpast decade or so, and is pursuingaiew F;anel hearings on
Kirchner. Her letter accusesto seize back the islands by forcéts claim over the islands ngorthern Gateway project
Britain of having taken possessiorcost the lives of 258 British anddiplomatically. Its claim is also onday, Jan. 14,5 pm Victor;}
ofthe islands, known in Argentinaover 600 Argentinian servicemen.supported by its neighbours ancglquare (iE.Hastir{gs&(fambie)
as Las Malvinas, in a “blatantit proved a turning point in the fellow members of Mercosur, the o qorsed by wide range 01’:
exercise of 19th-century fortunes of the nascent and up terading bloc of south American Indigenous, environmental and
colonialism.” then deeply unpopular Tory states. othergroup;s
Any objective rendering of the government led by Margaret Regardless, the current British . ' .
history of the Falklands revealsThatcher. government refuses to negotiateUsStice, Not Charity 2.0,
that she is right. Jingoism swept the country,citing the democratic rights of theollow-up from COPE confer-
Located 300 miles from allowing Thatcher to press ahea®,000 British citizens who €1¢€ On defendlng public
Argentina and over 8,000 mileswith the structural adjustment ofcurrently inhabit them. education, 7:30 pm, BCTF
from Britain, the Falkland Islands the British economy, which inthe  Itshould be noted that accordin?Ullding (5th & Cambie), with
have long been the subject oprocess devastated working-clasto a census carried out on th&dUest speaker Heather-jane
territorial dispute. Atthe beginning communities and delivered aFalkland Islands in 2006 only akoPertson of Canadian Centre
of the 19th century, Spain heldresounding defeat to the tradehird of its residents were born{0f Policy Alternatives. Info:
sovereignty over the islands,union movement over the coursehere. It should also be noted thaf/WW-cope.bc.ca.
occupying them for 40 years upof a series of hard-fought strikesthe same rights were not granted tba TrovaNuestra, Friday, Jan.
until 1811, after which its former and industrial disputes throughouthe inhabitants of another distan5, 8 pm, monthly pefia with
colony of Argentina assertedthe early and mid-1980s. British colony, theislands of Diego Latin American performers,
sovereignty. Yet what we know now, thanks Garcia in the Indian Ocean. $10, refreshments available, at
The islands came under Britishto recently released government The islanders in question,the CSE, 706 Clark Drive.
control in 1833, when seized bypapers, is that Thatcher'sChagossians, were forcibly|eft Film Night, Sunday, Jan.
force. Britain’s act of colonialism projection of steely determinationrepatriated 1,000 milesaway from7, 7 pm, Centre for Socialist
over its seizure of the islands hasvhen it came to asserting Britain'stheir home to Mauritius to make gqycation, 706 Clark Drive.
been admitted to in private byrighttotheislandsintruth belied away for a US airbase in the mid-screening of “Petropolis”,
various British officials over time. willingness to seek a diplomatic1960s. Subsequently, the islandergocumentary on the impact of
For example, then head of thesolution with the Argentinians and their dependants fought angy; sands projects in northern
Foreign and Commonwealthprior to their military assault. won a historic High Court plperta. Free, donations
Office’s American department The argument against Britishjudgementin 2000, declaring theifyelcome, call 604-2455-2041.
John Troutbeck outlined thesovereignty of the Falklands wasexpulsion illegal.
problem surrounding Britain’s harder to make in 1982, as back However, in response the Blai
control of the Falklands in a memothen Argentina was governed by ajovernment promptly rejected an S ;
P ; askatchewan Women’s
possibility of them being allowed Forum 2013. Jan. 18-19. a
to return to the island, citing ’ : !

: . ey ; . coalition of women and equality-
FlrSt Nat|0nS & PM Harper Egéawaigzgt¥hvé'tg}2ﬁ dUsScY\V/ZIrC?oPeekmg organizations willmeet
with the indigenous peoplesuse as a military airbase. at the Bessborough Hotel.
concerned through their own That the former inhabitants of Registration $50 (reduced rate
devolved to First Nations for only representative institutions in orderDiego Garcia happen to have dari@Vailable). For details, contact
aboutthe past forty-five years. Itisto obtain their free, prior and skin while the 3,000 residents Ofmlchelle.beverldge@oxfam.ca
recognized that many First Nationinformed consent before adoptinghe Falkland Islands are White,Or ph. 306.242.4097.
administrations have good recordsind implementing legislation or English speaking colonists, is o
in financial administration. Some administrative measures that mayourse completely irrelevant. — : :
over-expend, trying to respond toaffect them.” The Harper The truthis that when it comesBUffy Sainte Marie, speak!ng
the rising expectations of theirgovernmentreluctantlyratifiedtheto the Falklands self-deter onyearsofpolitical suppression
citizens. | ask you, how long has itDeclaration, with the addendummination is being used as adndcontinuedactivismthrough
been since the Government otfhatthe approval was conditionalsmokescreen. The real issue is

continued from p. 4

What's Left

music, artand education. Tues,
Jan. 29, Noon at U of Manitoba,
University Centre MPR room.
Marxism Course, Contact
CPC Manitoba Committee to
join up. 586-7824 or cpc-
mb@changetheworldmb.ca

Toronto, ON

Protest at Ontario Liberal

Convention, Sat., Jan. 26, 1
pm, rally at Allan Gardens
(Jarvis & Carleton), followed by
march to Maple Leaf Gardens.
Forinformation, visit http://ofl.ca

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

NO TO AUSTERITY &
WAR TOUR - ONTARIO

Speaking tour with Miguel
Figueroa, leader of the
Communist Party of Canada,
see ad on page 3 for more info.
Ontario dates include:

BRAMPTON, Sun., Jan. 13,
2:30 pm, Brampton Soccer
Centre, Room #1, 1495
Sandalwood Parkway East,
647-818-6880

ST.CATHARINES, Wed., Jan.
16, 7 pm, St. Catharines Public
Library, Mills Rm., 54 Church
St. 289-995-0017

TORONTO, (with Johan
Boyden, Young Communist
League leader), Sun., Jan. 20,
2 pm, OISE Room 5-250, 252
Bloor St. West, 416-469-2446

GUELPH, Tuesday, Jan. 22,
5:30 pm, University Centre
Room 442, U. of Guelph, 519-
767-8411

OTTAWA, Sun.,Jan. 29,7 pm,
McNabb Community Centre,
180 Percy St. (at Gladstone),
613-232-7108

Canada was debt free? In the pagthe widespread national politicalthe sizeable oil and gas deposit

ten years, how many deficit freereaction spawned, because thicated in waters close to the P I 1 V A d dI j;
budgets have there been? protestors believe the currentislands, where drilling began by eop e S Olce ea Ine.

The United Nations Declaration federal government would like to British oil companies in 2011.
of the Rights of the Indigenousabandon its fiduciary respon- In 1995 both countries signed 3
Peoples, saysin Articles 18 and 1$ibility and rapidly assimilate First joint declaration to co-operate on
that the indigenous peoples (FirsiNations who want to preserve theioff-shore oil explorations in the
Nations) have an unequivocalunique legal rights. south Atlantic. In 2007 Argentina
“right to participate in decision- voided the declaration becausg

making in matters which affect Roy L. Piepenburg, Hon. SenatorBritain refused to view it as a step
their rights,” and “States shallIndian Association of Alberta towards meaningful negotiations|
consultand cooperate in good faitf{1986)

over sovereignty.

February 1-14 issue: Thursday, Jan. 17
February 15-28 issue: Thursday, Jan. 31

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

Any British government must

be aware that it risks precipitating
aLatin Americantrade embargo if
it continues with an obdurate ang
intransigent stance of refusing tq
budge from the status quo.

This is a region which has
emerged from centuries of
European and north American
domination and is determined tg
assert its rights accordingly. See
in this light the ability of 3,000
people living on a tiny group of
islands in the south Atlantic to
dictate the foreign policy of a
nation of 60 million over 8,000
miles away, up to and including| s Troy Muestr b
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Women expose injustice

When Hanes Stockings advertised
The Mude Look, they didn't count on
thelr workers taking them literally. As

1971: Kingston Pen riot lasts 4 days, 2 dead history is brought to a close the il he defimat o

Vs pledizing toe a betder wisrklf

better.e

2 Trmfa N uestra

Friday, Jan. 25, 8:00 pm
"La Pennia Nuestra’

e - Centre For Socialist Educatbon, Vancouwes
& 706 Clark Drive (Clark and Georgia st)

Abhout Yancouwers "La Trova Nuestra
= II'|I'-|l-\.I'\-|I'l_I al 20 ndividual trevadore=s win aFlginare

e ercounter Between o man. a FUEILA]

more women worked, l:lrganizing war, is surely absurd. Uronm acress Lati Araesic and pow reskibe in VYanoouves: T hese Drovadones
tham in small hostile plants was hard The Falkland Islands constitute mre thi keepers of  mostcsl tradism which besan with pioneers of the
and Hanes proved it. The anti-union one of the last remnants of British veimuacular snng La Troas Kiesdva incormporates this trsdition interplasvinge
Al’l‘le[icaﬁ 1Irﬁ'| kl“Ed ‘U'IE tlld bl_,l1 -dl_lE -E_ Colonialism’ part Of a hiStory Of wnuste and poedry AL s foomidlation b the essemnce of o |||-|':||.I'\- e
to this strike, the Labour Standards ™ economic piracy stained with the ferpret i daily exgervssion. . an expeesbon Wil origins deep witlin La
Act of 1971 put the government E blood of millions who suffered as| s Adesiica (rmixesd riois) of Latin Armerics - an expression ol the ekplo
2 e behind aqual pay far gqual work % a consequence. The sooner thigive changes within the continesst of Lat iy Amnerica odasy La Trova Muestry
1]
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How the Pentonville Five dockworkers
changed British labour history

containerisation itself, but stoppage in all ports. that day, of the recommendations national strike!” a massive roar
campaigned for a designated zone By the time the dockers werein the interim report of the joint shook the streets around Transport
around registered docks whereeleased onJuly 26 atleast 250,008pecial committee on the future ofHouse. Bernie Steer was lifted onto
Vic Turner, who died on container-handling would be doneworkers had taken unofficial strikethe dock industry.” shoulders and paraded around to
December 30, is perhaps mosby organised labour. action. Newspapers and public That was a problem, since thechants of “Heath Out!” Thousands
famous as one of the Pentonville InMerseyside ajointcommitteetransport were almost totally shutemphasis of the Aldington-Jonesof dockers appeared from nowhere
Five dockers imprisoned in 1972.0f TGWU dockers and lorry down. Some coalmines came outteportwas onimproved severancéo march in an orderly fashion to
The Pentonville case was a higltdrivers obtained agreements fronCustoms, immigration and social- mainly for unfitand older dockers Tower Hill for a rally.
water mark during a period of March 20, 1972, with 35 transportsecurity offices were severely- coupled with some temporary As Tony Merrick roared: “We
stunningly effective working-class firms. affected. There was almost no milkwork-sharing, which many saw aswere asleep for five years while
militancy againstthe attacks ofthe But one firm, Heaton'’s, which available that week - it was thenthe thin end of the wedge. they took jobs away from us. Even
1970-74 Tory government - amoved containerstoinland depots now, the victory has notbeenwon.”
period it is worth learning from as to “stuff and strip” them at half the [F s From July 28, 42,000 registered
we face renewed class war by aisual cost, wentto the special cour - dockers beganthe quietestand most
Tory-led administration. set up by the Act - the National & solid, successful dock strike ever.
Between 1970 and 1974 therdndustrial Relations Court - for an The settlement after three weeks of
were two national miners’ strikesinjunction against picketing. strike action saw major improve
and two national dockers’ strikes. In London, action focused on ments in conditions and also staved
The nation’s postal workers andramshackle container depot i off deregulation for 15 years.
construction workers also went onStratford less than two miles fro Eventually the Containerbase
strike. Council-house tenantsthe London docks -the now defunc Federation Ltd. made an agreement
launched a wave of rent-strikesLondon International Freight with the TGWU road transport
and there was even an abortivd erminal on the site of what today (commercial) trade group,
general strike. is the Olympic park. 3 preferring a devil they could do
This took place in the context InJuly 1972, five shop stewards business with. It opened our roads
of the Tory plan to diminish the were imprisoned in Pentonville to a world of box containers.
value of workers’ incomes throughPrison for criminal contempt of Shaken by Pentonville, the
the 1971 Industrial Relations Act,court. The case was recorded g - nation’s capitalist newspapers set
which met its biggest test duringMidland Cold Storage (MCS) Ltd [#8 , a p to work to portray the Communist
the Pentonville case. In the wordsy Turner and OthersMCS was b : . Party as the source of the problems
of then Communist Party tradeowned by Lord Vestey, the head? in British industry. TheNews of
union organiser Bert Ramelsonof a massive meat shippin o|' the World launched a major
after Pentonville the Act simply company. It was said that they campaign against Ramelson.
became “inoperable.” Vesteys did not just live off the [§ The national dock labour
The dockers’ strikes led to theinterest on their invested capitaly/ic Turner of the Pentonville Five (Morning Star photo) scheme was abolished in 1989.
Ted Heath government imposingbut on the interest on the interest. Since then the union has fought
states of emergency. Ameasure of MCS had sought an injunctionalmost exclusively delivered by Thus, when a delegate threwbackto regain akeyrole, butmuch
how sensitive they were liesintheto end picketing. A private drivers organised by the TGWU. open the doors and shouted out toasual work still abounds in
revelation from Cabinet papersthatietective agency, Euro-Tec, was It was this tremendous pressuréundreds of waiting dockers: “It's Britain’s ports.®
Heath received regular reportsasked by Special Branch towhich led the Official Solicitor -
from secretagents and had phonesstablish the names of the rankthen as now a fairly unknown pal

tapped and bugged. Meetingsand-file leaders. One Euro-Tecof the state judicial system - to R'deau Canal Workers

between dockers’ shop stewardsigent later revealed thatthousandspply to the Appeal Court, which
and leading Communist Partyof shop stewards and unionorderedtheirrelease. Butthe House 3 I 11
officials were detailed forhim—asofficials',atheirfamiliesandfriends of Lords immediately backed a flna”y Wln recognltlon
were internal discussions aboutthevere regularly monitored by the counter-appeal from the haulag -
editorial line of theMorning Star. agency on behalf of MI5. companies. This prompted the TUG Based on an article by
It later emerged that a leading The five who were arrested andgeneral council to call a one-day David Butler from the
London docker, who later becamémprisoned on July 21, 1972, weregeneral strike for Monday, July 31| Ottawa Citizen.
the chair of the Transport andConny Clancy, Tony Merrick, unless the five were set free.
General Workers Union (TGWU), Bernie Steer, Vic Turnerand Derek  The general strike didn'thappen
was an MI5 informant. Watkins. Turner and Steer werebecause the Official Solicitor
The key battle for dockers washoth prominent Communist Partysucceeded in having them releasel
over “containerisation,” the move members and Steer was also laiut a number of unions, including
towards shipping goods in largesecretary of the unofficial nationalthe National Graphical
standard-sized steel containersports shop stewards committee. Association, held one-day protes
Only 15 men handled a container The day the men were sent tastrikes anyway.
ship, compared with the 150prison 35,000 dockers walked out The Cabinet was informed that
required by a conventional vesselon strike. That weekend saw ahe proposed general strike wa
Job numbers were droppingmassive mobilisation across thé'‘bound up with tactics to secure
drastically. country, with phone lines ringing the acceptance, by the dockers
Dockers weren’t fighting red hot in preparation for a totaldelegate conference taking plac

By Graham Stevenson,
www.morningstaronline.co.uk

was one of the largesgt
construction projects in 19
century British North America

The labourers worked wit
Six years after they weretools such as axes, picks

the Rideau Canal will finally be and six days a week in summer,
Trecognized as historically clearing brush, excavating lo¢k
significant. The thousands ofpits and channels, quarryi
labourers - mostly Irish immig- stone, erecting wooden weirs
rants and French-Canadians bridges and building rubbl
who carved the 202-kilometre embankments and masonry logks
| waterway through bush, swampsand dams.
"and lakes will be formally They had to deal with th
,recognized for their contribution. threat of disease, especially
! The existing designation of malaria, then called “ague” ¢r

“the 180-year-old canal as aswamp fever. Due to illnessgs
national historic site will be and accidents as many as 1,00

NE ws Fo R PE o PL E expanded to commemorate there believed to have died, though
5y workers. Larger-than-usualno reliable statistics were kep.

plaques and interpretive panels Many of the workers settled in

N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts., will be erected atthe Ottawa locksEastern Ontario, where up fo

and Jones Falls to tell their story100,000 descendants still li
r—————-—----—————— 1 “The workers are integral to butwinning recognition for the

’ the story of the Rideau Canalwas an uphill struggle.
people’s

which is why | decided that the In2010, the Historic Sites and

original designation should beMonuments Board rejected an

expanded to honour theirapplicationfromthe Celtic Crogs
contributions,” said a news Commemorative Group, sayi

U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years

U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year

U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

Every issue of PeorLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

release from Environmentthe labourersweren't of nationgl
Minister Peter Kent. historic significance becauge

The Rideau Canal, declared aheir work “represented a typicfl
UNESCO world heritage site inand common form of labour
2007, was first designated athe time, and that it was nt
national historic site in 1925. unusual, nor was it remarkablg.”
However, the canalworkerswere But after &Citizenstory on the
not formally recognized in the rejection triggered a torrent ¢f
original designation. criticism, the Board - which i

It is estimated that betweensupported by Parks Canadg -
5,000 and 6,000 labourers wereeversed its position. When fo
involved each year during theannouncementwas forthcoming,

o ) ; - main construction period from the group’s Kevin Dooley werjt
SosEl S CArEReL REE B e sy Send to: People’s Voice, 18271t01831. The Rideau Canalpublic with his concern thgt

that fight s for working people—on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 which extends from Ottawa torecognition of the workers hgd
every p age—in every issue! | 0113 | Kingston, opened in 1832 and‘gone off the radar.®
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And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
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