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Benefits delayed for half a million jobless Canadians
What's

behind the
attack on
access to

| Employment

Insurance?

- see page 4 -

SOCIALISM IS
THE FUTURE!

The 13th annual conference

of Communist and Workers'

Parties met in Athens during
December...

Reports on pages 6 & 7

5 , INSIDE

Bauman & Bountiful 6 Reports from Korea

To the surprise of many

ChrisBird

: : : While the western media is full
observers, the legal ruling in the So"da"ty Wlth teachers of wild speculation about recent

Bountiful cult case struck a good After months of fruitless negotiations developments in the Democratic

balance, protecting the interests with an implacable government, B.C People's Republic of Korea, ou

of children without attacking the teachers face a tough struggle for a new correspondent examines the
rights of consenting adults. collective bargaining agreement. history of these events.
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Toronto negotiations will set p  attern across Canada

PV Ontario Bureau

funding, and is usually coveredopposition to Ford’s proposedborn after Ford brought in KPMG proposing from the gallery that the

with funding provided by the budget and service cuts. The polto prepare a list of services notCommittee extend the hearings for

Close to 30,000 municipal province (whichwouldrathercoughshowed Ford’s

popularity mandated by provinciallegislationa third day. The Party’s
workers, organized into threeup for Toronto than deal with thecollapsing, including amongstto be cutin the 2012 budget. Ovepresentation,

subsequently

CUPE Locals, are facing Torontochronic and province-wide those who said they voted for him300 individuals and organizationsdelivered in writing to all members

Mayor Rob Ford and a right-wing underfunding of cities). in November 2010.

majority on City Council, with

signed up to make presentationsf Council, asserted the City’s

The unions have indicated they Withoutrecall legislation, there against the cuts, but only one dayinancial situation was a chronic

Canada-wide implications for yearsare notintending to strike, butexpecits no simple way to unload thewas set for the hearings whichproblem of under-funding. notover-

to come.

the city to lock them out as early asMayor and his brother, Deputywent through the night beforespending. The presentation urged
The Ford administration havemid-January. The city has made ndayor Doug Ford. They and otheradjourning at 7 am.

Council to stop the cuts to services,

made it clear that their main aim issecret of the fact it hopes a winteright-wing Councillorswereelected ~ Stop the Cuts was formed, anchegotiate a fair deal with its
to privatize, contract out, andlockout will demoralize picketers on a platform of cutting unpopulardemonstrations and publicemployees, andrejointhe campaign
eliminate city services, and to breakand hurtthe union. As well, the just-taxes levied by the previouseducation and organization begarfor a new financial deal for cities,
the back of the union whosereleased budget includes layoffadministration (under the City of acrossthe city. The Labour Councilonce led by Toronto Mayor David
members deliver these services. and the elimination of 2,338 jobs -Toronto Act) without cutting became very visible aslabour oncéiller, and now by the Mayor of
As CUPE Local 416 Presidentanother nail in the coffin of public services. This could be done, Forcagain moved into the fray. OneCalgary. Cities should receive

Mark Ferguson said in lateservices, and another attempt tsaid, by eliminating the “gravy” Toronto, acoalition of citizens andadequate

December, “This round of split and demoralize city workersthat flowed through city hall.
negotiations will be a watershedand their unions.

transfers through
organizations concerned aboustatutory grants, or be granted new

The “gravy”, it'snow becoming arts, culture and democracy, movedvealth taxing powers in order to

for city services right across the Under the rubric of ending so-evident, was notthe $14,000tab fomto action, including Margaret secure the funds to provide the
county. If we lose this battle in called “jobs for life” provisionsin an end-of-term goodbye dinnerAtwood (whom Doug Ford said heservices needed in 21st century
Toronto, Canada’s largestcity, youthe current collective agreementpaid for by the public when wouldn’t know if she walked past cities. Further, 50% of gasoline and
can betthe pattern will be repeatethe Ford administration is aiming outgoing Councillor Kyle Rae usedhim, and said she should run foroad user taxes should be returned
in city after city.... (This is) the to strip job security provisions up his expense account treatingpublic office if she had anything to to citiesimmediately, the Party said.
toughest round of bargaining inwhich workers fought hard to friends and supporters. It's thesay. Atwood had beenverycritical Many others said similar things,
our history.” securein previous agreements, anplublic sector workers who deliverof the proposal to close publicbut none were heeded by the
Paul Moist, National Presidentwhich are a significant obstacle toan extensive range of publiclibraries.) Budget Committee. The Stop the
of CUPE, has called theFord slashand burnagenda. Theervices in Toronto every day, In early December, two daysCuts Committee, supported by the
negotiations in Toronto “our city is also demanding cuts andncluding libraries, child care, were set aside for publicLabourCouncil,One Toronto,and
PATCO moment” - a reference totake-aways to almost every part ofransit, social services, parks anghresentations to the Budgetotherorganizationshave organized
the air traffic controllers in the US the existing collective agreementrecreation, garbage collection andCommittee, and once again almosa mass demonstration against the
who were all fired by President Linking the attack on municipal disposal, public health, public 300 presenters signed up. Speakéudget for Jan. 17, 5:30 pm, at City
Ronald Reaganin his firstact afteworkers’ jobs with the attack on housing, school food and nutritionafter speaker laid out theHall. Councilisexpectedtovote on
being elected. Moist has called orpublic services is a challenge thgrograms, programs for at-riskhorrendous impacts, begging otthe budget on Jan. 17, 18, or 19.
CUPE locals across Canada tanion has already taken up, with ayouth and seniors, HIV-AIDS demanding that the proposed cuts The Communist Party is calling
“move theirwarroomsto Toronto.” fall PR campaign of posters andservices, homeless shelters anbde stopped. Doug Ford wrote aon all its members and supporters
The three unions representingads called “Taking Care oftransitional housing, settlementcheque for $1,000 to one of theo come out on Jan. 17, to join
outside workers (Local 416), insideToronto.” The campaign followed services, and much more. school food programs in his ward workers on their picket lines, and
workers (Local 79), and library on the heels of a September poll Last July, a mass public The message wasn't missed: ifo support them in every way
workers (Local 4948) have triedtoshowing broad and deepmovement against the cuts waguture, charitable works will replace possible, including through phone
negotiate through the fall. Butthey social programs in Toronto. calls and lettersto City Councillors
have been stymied by city| Progressive councillors tried toand the Mayor, letters to the Editor,

negotiators who refused to bargaii -
seriously, orto provide any figuresh
on the city’s financial position,
other than public announcement
of catastrophic financial crisis.
Instead, the city has laid charge
against Local 79 of bad faith
bargaining, in a pre-emptive movess
to secure public support. Local 7§¢

draw out presenters with questiongalls to phone-inradio and TV talk
about the services they wereshows, and messages of support
losing, but were cut shortand solidarity.
repeatedly by Budget Chair Mike This struggle will have
Del Grande who said “You're repercussions across Canada for
wasting time!” civic workers and their unions, and
Communist Party (Ontario) for cities and working people who
leader Liz Rowley was escorted outvant and depend on those services.
of the building by security, for This is a struggle for everyone.

had asked the city to open thé
books on its financial situation,
citing the $139 million year-end
surplus which public organizations
are demanding should be ploweq
back into services, not Ford's
“rainy day” fund.

The wunions, and many
organizations, have also questione
the grossly inflated $779 million
budget shortfall projected for 2012
as a creation of the Ford
administration. About $500 million
is the gap caused by chronic under-

People's Voice photo by Ed Bil

Communist Party slams dismantling
of Occupy W innipeg camp site

The Communist Party hassurprise action this morning isconstitutional rights.
criticized the Manitoba NDP inexcusableandillegal. Theexcuse “Compared to the Mulroney
government for forcibly provided today by the ManitobaProgressive  Conservative
dismantling the Occupy Winnipeg government for forcibly detaining government which allowed

campsite in Memorial Parkandforthe Occupy protesters andprotesters to establish a Peacle,

illegally detaining the protestersinremoving their belongings from Camp which lasted two winters
the camp. the protest camp site is totally lameon Parliament Hill itself, Manitoba
“The Occupy movement in andisa cover for whatamountstdoday has a less democrati
Winnipeg and around the world isa heavy blow to the democraticgovernment. The Manitoba NDP,
exposing capitalism’s enormousrights of all Manitobans. government treated the 2000
crime and greed, which continue “Thousands of people havePeace Camp set up in Memorial
today with impunity, protected by visited or stayed at the campsitédPark in solidarity with the Esk
corporate-friendly governments,” since it was set up in October anchuopitijk (Burnt Church) First
said a Dec. 21 statement by th@o one has been hurt by anyNationinacompletely differently
Party’s Manitoba Committee. "hazards’ identified by the manner.
“Because of its efforts, the OccupyManitoba government. The right “The Communist Party supports|
movementisfacing anoftenviolentto protest and to freedom ofthe right of the Occupy movement
crackdown by governments whichexpression must be respected bto continue camping in Memorial
are acting in the interest of the toghe Manitoba NDP governmentPark and to continue its activities
1 per cent of income earners, wh@and the belongings returnedwhich have already found wide
are benefiting enormously fromimmediately to the protesters. Thesupport among the trade unior]
present-day capitalism. government should apologize toand other popular movements ir
“The Manitoba government'’s the protesters for violating theirthe province.’®

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* Four migrants from Caribbean and African countriesbeing held
indefinitely at the Niagara Regional Detention Centre launch
rotating hunger strike to demand medical attention and due pr
for their release. A phone-in and petition campaign succeed
getting them liberated from segregation, where they were confing
daring to strike about their conditions.

* Three Mexicarfarmworkers in Niagara have sued the federal
governmentand their employeras well as the go-between for bei
unfairly dismissed without due process. This is the first Charter i
lawsuit of its kind in Ontario, filed after an investigation by the Niagd
Migrant Workers Interest Group, which includes the UFCW
newcomer organizations. The farmworkers claim their travel pay
improperly deducted twice, among other violations. The farm
received a provincial government award of $50,000 shortly be
firing the three workers.

* Protesters marched as partrdernational Day to End Violence
Against Sex Workersunder slogans such as “sex work shoulg
equal murder” and held a memorial including a roll call for “sto
sisters”.

A patientdied from bacterial infectionin the Niagara Falls hospita
as part of a new outbreak, with six patients still suffering from hosy
acquired infections. A previous outbreak during the provin
election killed 37 patients. Nearby Welland has also declare
outbreak infecting eight patients and twelve workers, and tw
Catharines patients have died. Administration has repeatedly de
the crisis over, while workers and their unions warn the deaths
continue because of cuts in beds, staff, and services. At the oth
of the region, at a coroner’s inquest into the death of a teenag
winter, paramedics said that the closures of local emergency r
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create extra stress since they have to drive further to give care to

patients.

* Port Colbornecut a Saturday bus service pilot projecas part of
moves to reduce taxes by 0.5%, after the McGuinty Liberals fail
keep a promise to reverse the downloading of services by the f
Conservative provincial government. Nearby Fort Erie is hiking
fares 25%, part of which will go towards private profits as the |
bus service is contracted owt.
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COPE weighs up post-election strategies

development, by deciding during Here are some facts and figuregiained 3800 votes over 2008councillors instead of zero.
the initial campaign period to avoidwhich will be weighed up as COPEfollowed by increases of 2900 for COPE first-time candidates like
On election nightin Vancouver, listing Vision candidates or the members analyse the campaign. Al Blakey and 900 for the popular R.J. Aquino brought new activists

as losses for the Coalition ofjointslate on COPE materials. This Overall votes and turnout wereAllan Wong, the only COPE and energy into the campaign. But
Progressive Electors becamavasdone to allow COPE to projectup, from 120,000 (31%) in 2008 tocandidate who stayed ahead of thehis was not enough to overcome
painfully clear, COPE supportersa stronger independent imagel44,000(34%)in2011. NPA. the disadvantage of lower name
at the party’s campaign office appealing to voters who might The gap between Vision and Forthe four COPE incumbentsrecognition in an at-large election

began wrestling with the resultshave sharp disagreements witiNPA candidates stayed constantWoodsworth, Wong, Bouey, dominated by massive media ads.

PV Vancouver Bureau

and considering the future. Vision’s record running the city For Mayor, Robertson won overBlakey), the average vote was While TimLouisdrewsome new

For many, the emphasis is orover the past Anton by 52,362. For the first timers, theand former COPE supporters into
looking forward. COPE has facedthree years. 77,005t058,152 average was 43,331. Theresultfothe race, his vote gain of 600 over
major setbacks before, such as the SomeCOPE in 2011 (and formercouncillor Tim Louis, 43,936, his 2005 resultwas very small. Even

outcome sparked a review of thawith this Neighbourhoods enormous media coveragesuch as his enthusiastic support
labour/left civic party’s strategy, strategy, for a including a front page of the for the Fire This Time cult which
leading to a successful campaignvhich  was Sustainable Georgia Straighiveekly. has sown divisions on the left. It
three years later, based on buildinghifted by early November. For theVancouver), compared to his2008 David Cadman, the long-time appears that COPE did not benefit
broader electoral alliances. final two weeks of the campaign,margin of 67,598 to 48,794 againstCOPE councillorwho was defeatedrom having Louis on the ballot,
Young community activists both COPE and Vision materialsthe NPA’s Peter Ladner. Theseforanomination thistime, receivedand lost significantly by dropping
who have played a major role inand ads placed much morenumbers also show that both thé&6,000 votesin 2008. Following theCadman.
rebuilding COPE in recent yearsemphasis on the joint slate. The ENPA and Vision votes went up pattern of other COPEincumbents, The COPE executive is still
quickly began discussing whatday “doorknocker” delivered to considerably. he would have gained votes andeviewing the results, and
comes next. With school trusteetens of thousands of likely COPE alsomade gainsin2011beenre-elected by amargin of ovepreparing to move towards a more
Allan Wong as the only COPE supporters was a useful tool tasuch as a 2700 vote increase fo8,000, probably helping to pull grassroots action strategy now that
elected official, their focus is on promote the full slate. Woodsworth. At school board, Woodsworth up into tenth place.the political balance of forces has
moving into action around awide Butwasittoolate? Atthatpoint, COPE incumbent Jane BoueyThatwould have given COPE twochanged in Vancouves.
range of urgentlocal issues, rathethe media had turned the contest
than immediately locking into a into a head-to-head battle for thé
particular electoral tactic for 2014. mayoralty between Vision's Gregor . .
Among some others, oneRobertsonandtheright-wing NPA| C t I | f b
reaction was very different. Beforecandidate, Suzannge Antogn. As O m m u n IS S Ca Or Ig
anyone had an opportunity toVision and the NPA poured vast . ., . .
examine poll-by-poll results, amounts into print, TV and radio h B t h C | b
defeated council candidate Timads, COPE’s Strategy of trying to C anges In rl IS O u m Ia
Louis was attacking the party’scompete for media attention byj , i . ) ,
electoral cooperation agreemenfocusing on policy proposals wag PV Vancouver Bureau reduction has been used by thevhich could divide right-wing
with Vision Vancouver. Speaking drowned out. _ Liberals to dramatically reducev_otes and let the NDP sail o
that night to the media, before the Another factor was the| As the clock ticks towards aspending on social programsyictory. _ _
COPE executive or campaign teansplintering of progressive voters| May 2013 provincial election, education and health care as a As the Resolution points out,
could weigh up the situation, Louisat the ballot box. This hurt COPE] British C_olumbla Comm_unls'gs percentage ofthg provmualGDP.“The NDP under the leadersh
blamed COPE members formakingncumbent councillor Ellen held their 39th convention in The targets of this red_uctlon, nptof Adrian Dix might be able t
a‘“tragic mistake” by voting 2-1 for Woodsworth, who lost to Green Vancouver over the firstweekendsurprisingly, are organized publicshed some of (former leadgr)
the agreement with Vision, which candidate Adriane Carr by just 91 0f December. . sector employees, poor peopleCarole James’ image with bg
he claimed had failed to urge itsvotes. Many COPE-leaning voters Much of the convention stuc!ents, seniors, _and othebusmes_s and the mafn
supporters to also vote COPE. also backed Carr, unwittingly debate\(vas foc_used on a Politicasections of the population who areantagonists _of the.BC working
On the surface, the argumentiefeating Woodsworth and Re_solutlon w_hlch analyses thenot part of the “1%” upper crust. class, especially with the call fo
looks persuasive. The 18 Visiondepriving council of its most | Main economic and social trends The BC Liberals’gripon power roll back the last few years of
candidates for mayor, council,powerful radical voice. inthe province after eleven yearsvas finally shaken by the popularCampbell’'s corporate tax cuts.
school board and park board all Could COPE have achieved morg Of Liberal rule. The Resolution revolt against the HST in 2009.However there’s a problem with
won, averaging some 60,000 votesoy running full slates and a| Stresses that “;he p_0I|t|caI,Th|s _hated tax, _|mposed W|_thoutthis, because even in pre-
Only one of COPE’s nine mayoralty candidate? This seem$ €conomicand social environmentvarning on British Columbians, Campbell days the corporate taxes
candidates was elected, and COPEnlikely. A “go-it-alone” strategy | N British Columbia must be marks yet another shift of wealthweren’t enough and the system
candidates averaged 47,967.  would have cost COPE most of itq Viewedwithinthe Canadianstateand income from the pockets ofwas skewed against workirg
But this analysis breaks downfinancial and organizational and where it fits into the W|der_yvork|n_g people to big cap|ta_1I_. But people.”
on closer examination. The fact issupport from the labour movement context of the deepening systemién a unique development, citizens Incontrastto the NDP strategy
thatfor sixyears, Vision has claimedwhich desperately wanted to blocK Crisis of capitalismglobally.” ~ used the province’s initiative of tinkering to reduce the impaft
alarger share of voter support thathe NPA from regaining control of | . By the time that crisis e_ruptedleglslatlon to forcg a referendumofthe Campbell legacy, the B.
COPE, the party from which it City Hall. COPE’s election budget| In 2008, British Columbia had on the HST. This upsurge ofCommunists are preparing o

1996 campaign which saw thecandidates 4007 for Randy was far closer to the first-timers,some COPE supporters did not
defeat of every candidate. Thadisagreed a Helten of even though Louis receivedvote for Louis for various reasons,

bolted back in 2004. would have been far lower, therd @lready been squeezed by “fre@opular anger also compelledadvance policy alternativgs
Reports from the campaignindicatevould have been no E-day| frade” deals into even deepeiCampbell to resign in disgrace incalling for fundamental changg:
that while many Vision and COPE doorknockers, and the number of 4ependence on the export ofate 2010. ‘Make the corporations pay,

voters fully backed each other'svolunteers would have been faf Unprocessed resources. The last Since then, his replacementegain ownership of resources,
candidates, others did not. COPHower than the 400 who formed thd two decades have seen th€hristy Clark has tried “populist” put the wealth to work for th
itself may have contributed to thisbackbone of the COPE campaigr. closure of hundreds of sawmills,tactics to revive Liberal fortunes, people, create jobs and fight fof a
aserious decline in shipbuilding,with little success. Nearly 55% of proportional representatign
and closures of pulp and papeB.C. voters rejected the HST, withsystem.”

factories. This economic shift hasthe highest marginamongworking The Resolution calls for a nefw
beenmatched by majorjoblossegpeople and economicallyand truly progressive taxatign
escalating deficits and debts, andlepressed areas. Opinion pollsystem; major changes to
under the Liberals, by “an showthe Liberalstrailingthe NDP resource policies, such as an ¢nd
orchestrated shift of wealth fromby ten points or more, and the reto anti-environmental “fracking]

80% of the population to the topenergized provincial by the energy industry; action fo
20% who were either corporationsConservatives gaining ground,defend and expand univerdal
or top feeders living off the . public healthcare, publig

corporate plunder of the economys.
and the environment.”

One of the main policy goals of
ex-premier Gordon Campbellwa
to remove most elements of
progressive taxation. Campbell’
tax cuts gave huge benefitsto th
wealthy and the big corporations
while middle and low-income

of privatization; and an end {o

government attacks on the labqur
- movement.
£ On the second day of the
convention, delegates elected a
new 15-member BC Provincial
Committee of the Communigt
Party, and re-elected Sam

) B education and child care; reversal
“y
i

i L earners saw their tax cut Hammond as the partyls
"I biEES accupy \Iancnuuer swallowed up by regressive provincial secretary and electofal
The Cccupy movement isn't new. In 1835 the Depression was changes such as increase leader.

2ix years old and the unemployed wanted jobs not walfara.

Breaking out of B.C, "reliet” camps in arganized divisions they
miade for Vancouver. Settling in Victory Square, they demanded 5
real jobs, and repeal of vagrancy laws. For six weeks, with wide «

The Provincial Committee will
meet in late February to finalize
editing of the Political Resolutioh

Medical Service Plan premiums
and user fees.
As the Political Resolution

suppart, the men demonstrated until they negotiated an orderly E| [ POINtS out, these changes hav and other reports, and to laungh
evacuation and headed On-to-Ottawa on CPR freight trains. & also reduced provincial revenue _ plans for expanded communist
....................................... R R § by an estimated $3.4 billion perBC Communist leader Sam activity across British Columbip
1935: Tha trek was stopped by & brutal police riot in Regina. 5 year. This deliberate revenueHammondataunionrally. over the next yeare
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EDIT ORIALS

Attawapiskat: colonialism on trial

The revelations of appalling living standards in the nortHern
Ontario community of Attawapiskat tell us more about the genogidal
nature of Canadian racism and colonialism than about any so-g¢alled
“failures” of aboriginal leaders. For many years, Aboriginal grolips
have told Canadians about abysmal housing, lack of clean dripking
water, high unemployment and poor educational standards on
reserves across the country. But instead of taking decisive actjon to
promote Aboriginal living standards and genuine self-governnient,

are invariably followed by refusals to live up to treaties and cam
promises. The traditional lands and waters of Aboriginal pe
remain a source of vast wealth for transnational corporations,
the people themselves suffer Third World levels of poverty. |

The racist claim that the Attawapiskat scandal somehow “projes’l

into poverty and unemployment, or who sold out Canada’s indyistry
and sovereignty for a quick buck. That historic failure was the vyork
of our own ruling class, who have norightto pointfingers atany|
especially the peoples whose lands were stolen to lay the ba
Canadian capitalism. It's long past time to redress the his
injustices imposed on Aboriginal peoples in Canada, starting
decent housing and clean water on reserves across the cod

AL

Support call to save Medicare | | ' _ i
The Canadian Health Coalition has is seeking widespread support EI, the 99%, the 1%,

for its updated Call to Care statement, which articulates a conjmagn

vision for the future of health care, as governments prepare o rg- and th e Wl de n | n g g ap

negotiate the renewal of the Health Accord in 2014.

right without distinction of race, gender, age, religion, sejuapy/ Commentary income tax rates tumbled to 29% inCanada, those who are responsible
orientation, political belief, immigration status, and economi¢ or - - 2010,from43%in 1981. for ensuring the flow of
social condition,” and organizations must mobilize to defend fthis AS many activists have pointed The wider gap is largely due toemploymentinsurance benefits to
right. out, the Occupy movementdeliberate steps by the ruling clasgobless Canadians.

The CHC urges thatimportant principles shape the Health Adcorgentinues to have a huge politicato remove the redistributiveimpact  Just four years ago, in October
renewaL induding: recognition of the h|ghest attainment of h amlfnpact, even though most of theoftaxes and social beneﬁts, which2007, . 181,931 Unemployed
as a fundamental rlght, recognition that Aborigina| peop|e mu tb@nt CI_tIeS have been removed bYIad preV|OUSIy cushioned theCanadians were Wa|t|ng for El
at the table of First Ministers discussions on the Health Acdordhe ruling class. Beyondthe matteeffect of unemployment. The claims to be processed, according
recognition of health care as a pub“C good for which no fina C|aq)an0 decideswhere poor peopkgrowth of par'[-time and temporal’yto information pub|IShed by the
barriers must be erected, and which must be delivered on a p b|F@.n live and protes'[, the ISSUQSOI’]traCtWOI’kiS also eroding Wagd;lobe and MalIBy OCtOberZOll,
not-for-profit basis; opposition to any commercialization ndposed by OCCUpy relfnal!’l:what.lsievels, as is the shift to “self- that number had SkerCketed to
privatization of health care; the need for the federal governmgnt f&€ source of staggering inequalityemployment”. 360,481, which may seriously
fu”yassume |ts responsib”itiesinrespectto health;expansion ftH@ our SOC|ety, anC_l What (?al’l be AS the OECD repOI’tS, beforeunderes.tlmate. the real '[Otal. Some
Systemtoinc|udeauniversa| Pharmacare p|an,asystem ofho GMG 1-:0 Change this S|t-uat|on_? the mld-19905, Canada’s tax-economists PN the actual f|gure
Community care, |Ong-term care, and astrategy for mental healt ,the ClaImS by Canada’s r|ght'W|ng benefit System offset mO_re thal’bythe end 0f2011 at neal’|y500,000.
need to move towards acommunity_based, mu'ti-discip"nary arﬁ0|!tICIanS that “there are no 70% of the rise of market-income This trend d|reCt|y parallels a
approach tothe Organization and de"very of services; account i|ign0us prOblemS" her(f,' are utterly'nequality. TOday, taxes and13% decline in temporary and
through democratic participation and transparent governancelat Ise. A recent analy5|s from '[hebeneflts OffsetlleSS than 40% Ofthspermanept staff in El prOCGSSing
levels of the health system; recognition that decent wage argaECD(a key-|nst|tut|0n Ofgl()bal risein |nequal|ty. centres since October 2007. While
working conditions for health care workers are critical to a ighcapltallsm) finds that the gap Similar findings emerge from hundreds of additional processing
quality system. betwgen Canada’srich and pooristher sources. A September 201Agents were hired during the

We urge all labour and peop'e’s Organizations to Sign ont thi.gl’OWIng.. The OECD says thatstudy by the Conference Board ofeconomic crisis of 2008 and 2009,
statement, which can be found at www.healthcoalition.ca. income inequality is at a recordCanada said thatincome inequalitghese employees and others have
high among industrialized (readhas risen more rapidly in Canadéeen let go without being replaced.
“developed capitalist”) nations, than in the U.S. since the mid- The result is catastrophic for

PEOPLE.S VO’CE and that the gap in both Canadd990s, and that among 18 majojobless workers, many of whom are
and the U.S. is well above the 34<¢ountries, Canada had the fourth-
ISSN number 1198-8657  Published by New Labour Press Ltd. country average. largestincrease ininequality since see EI/GAP, page 11
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 In Canada, the chasm has beetihe mid-1990s.
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., widening since the mid-1990s, This is not just an abstract ™ " T mm——=—=N
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 when the Chretien Liberals begarproblem, it's a matter of life and | R e n eW
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net slashing the social safety net. Bydeath. Montreal's public health

Volunteers and contributors for this issue
Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Chris Bird, Wally Brooker,
Sean Burton, Miguel Figueroa, Sam Hammond,

10 percent of Canadians wadglifference in life expectancy
$103,500, compared to $10,260 fobetween men who live in the city’s Check your label
Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, Saleh Waziruddin, those in the bottom 10 percentpoorest neighbourhood and thos
Iz This ratio has widened to 10-to-1in its richest. I p heck th
and our mailers inVancouver & Toronto. : . : ease check the

_ _ _ _ from the 8-to-1figure of the early  Instead of trying toreverse this]  54dress label on the
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerSam Hammond 1990s. Moreover, the richest 1 pedeadly trend, the Harper Tories arq front pade to see if

Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, cent of Canadians saw their shareonsciously making things Worsel its tirE\egto renew
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman of total income grow to 13.3% infor working people. One Subscrib h f'. d
2007, up from 8.1%in 1980. Atthescandalous example is the ruthledl ~ Subscribers who fin
sametime, the top federal marginaslashing of employees at Servicel ~ "2012/01/01" on their

2008, the average income ofthetopgency has found an 11-yea' todayl
I
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Durban deal “locks In climate disaster”

Special to PV hl_thIing towards catastrophicloopholes in existing_ emissiqnsannounced that Canada will exiu'nternz_itional repl_Jtation.”
climate change.” targets, and was the principle drivefrom the Kyoto Protocol. While Kyoto is not perfect,
Negotiators wrapped up UN “On the eve of the climate talks,of the push to expand destructive “Harper’s wait-and-see climate according to the Council, atleast it
climate change talks in Durban orhundreds of families in Durban lostcarbon trading. policy is just as ridiculous asis legally binding and has clear
Dec. 11 with a deal committing all their homes and some even their The huge influence of corporatesaying, we're going to wait for that benchmarks: “Canada leaving the
countries to negotiate a legallylives in devastating flooding,” polluters and other corporate andig truck in the next lane to startKyoto Protocol is not about
enforceable treaty on cuttingpointed out FoE. “From the Horn of financial vested interests over thedriving safely before we startachieving anagreementthatkeeps
pollution by 2015. Under a Africa to Thailand to Venezuela topositions of governments is thedriving safely,” said Maude allpollutersaccountable, itis about
compromise brokered betweentheéhe small island state of Tuvalu,underlying reason why Durban’sBarlow, National Chairperson of allowing business as usual in
European Union and India, thehundreds of millions of people areoutcome was so disastrous, saythe Council of Canadians. “TheCanadathrough an unaccountable
treaty restricting greenhouse gasearingthe bruntofthe climate crisig=riends of the Earth. “The pressurdHarper government has transdeal with voluntary emission
emissionswillcome intoforcefrom they did not create. The lack ofand influence of these interesformed Canadaintoaseriallaggardeduction targets and more
2020. progress in Durban means that wgroups undermines the ability ofon the most pressing issue of ouloopholes.”
The conference established @re even closer to a futureordinary citizens and civil society times, addressing climate change, (With files from the Morning
“green climate fund” to channel catastrophic 4 to 6 degrees Celsiueo hold our governments towhich is severely damaging ourStar, Britain)e
billions of dollars to poor countries, of warming, which would condemn account for their action on climate
but failed to identify where the most of Africa and the small islandand their positions in the —
YL
@ ’-5,-. .ap VON'T
Sty S e KILL
M0 iy 4,

cash would come from. states to climate catastrophe anthternational climate
Environmental groups fear thatdevastate the lives and livelihoodsegotiations.”
a delayed deal will lock in ofmillionsmorearoundtheworld.” Many negotiators expresseds
“dangerous” climate change, and Friends of the Earth blames thegrowing concerns as the talks
warn that negotiators failed toU.S., Canada, Japan, New Zealangirogressed. The Africa Group
show the ambition necessary tdRussia, Australiaand New Zealandcomprising the 54 countries inf
cut emissions by levels that wouldfor trying to escape their legal andAfrica), India, Venezuela, Bolivia,
limit global temperature rises tonomoral obligation to act first andthe Philippines, Thailand,
more than 2 degrees Celsius.  fastest to cut emissions. TheMalaysia, Nicaragua and a numbefisf,
Keith Allott, head of climate European Union, heralded by somef small island states all pushec
change at World Wildlife Fund- as a climate leader, was a keypack against the destructive
UK, said: “Governments havearchitect of the new “Durban proposals being advanced.
salvaged a path forward forPlatform”thatwilldelayactionfor ~But these countries were
negotiations but we must be undea decade and deliver aweaker, leserced into accepting a “take it o
noillusion - the outcome of Durbaneffective system than the Kyotoleave it” package to save the Kyota
leaves us with the prospect of beingProtocol. Protocol and the Green ClimateSecurity personnel form a cordon as protesting environmental
legally bound to a world of 4 The EU’s strategy in Durban Fund. One of the mostvocal critics activists attempt to gain access to the plenary session of the U.N.
degrees warming. This would bewas to split the group of India, caved at the last minute taClimate Change Conference (COP17)in Durban.
catastrophic for people and thedeveloping countries and forcedemands by the US and other
natural world.” emerging economies like Indiaanddeveloped countries to exclude

Friends of the Earth (FoE) China,with hundreds of millions of provisions to safeguard an Deadly greenhouse gas

executive director Andy Atkins people still below the poverty line, equitable approach to tackling the . } . . )

added: “The UN climate changeto take on unfair responsibilities climate crisis. emissions in ArCt|C reg 10N

processis still alive, but this emptyfor tackling the climate crisis. The ~ As Durban wrapped up, the

shell of a plan leaves the planeEU also blocked progressin closingHarper Conservative government  According to a Dec. 13 article in the Britisldlependemewspaper,
“dramatic and unprecedented plumes of methane - a greenhouse gas
20 times more potent than carbon dioxide - have been seen bubbling

to the surface of the Arctic Ocean by scientists undertaking an
au I I l an ru I n g rl eS O extensive survey of the region.”
The news may have dramatic implications for efforts to cut
- greenhouse gas emissions, which are a key factor in global warming
Strl ke a better bal an Ce and other aspects of climate change. The methane release was
discovered by Igor Semiletov, the head of a Russian research team
who has been surveying the seabed of the East Siberian Arctic Shelf
andthe U.S., makesitclearthatthand practices which are the for nearly 20 years.
“plural marriage” Mormondoctrine opposite of patriarchy. “This is the first time that we’ve found continuous, powerful and
The legal ruling on Canada’'shas long become a convenient To give one example, a literal impressive seeping structures, more than 1,000 metresin diameter. It's
law banning polygamy, handedcover for a shocking pattern ofreading of S. 293 would seem to amazing,” said Dr. Semiletov, who is a member of the Russian
down by BC Supreme Court Chiefchild rape. The beneficiaries haveopen the prosecution of Academy of Sciences. “l was most impressed by the sheer scale and
Justice RobertBauman onNov. 23been a handful of powerful menindividuals who practise non- highdensity of the plumes. Over arelatively small area we found more
continues to draw both praise andvho supply themselves withmonogamous forms of family than 100, but over a wider area there should be thousands of them.”
criticism. Bauman was rendering &'celestial wives” to satisfy their relations commonly known as  Scientists estimate that hundreds of millions of tonnes of methane
highly complex decision on mattersdesires for sex with young girls. polyamory. Such people rejectthe gas are locked beneath the permafrost, which extends into the seabed
which seemrelated, butare actuallyDther victims include the young patriarchal control of womenwhich ofthe East Siberian Arctic Shelf. With the disappearance of the Arctic
very different. non-elite males of Bountiful, who is sometimes reinforced through sea ice in summer, and rising temperatures which are melting the
Written in 1890 to target are poorly educated, and often muginarriage, the very institution which - Siberian permafrost, the trapped methane could be suddenly released
Mormon settlers, S. 293 of theleave their homes and families taJustice Bauman presents as a “corento the atmosphere, leading to rapid and severe climate change.
Criminal Code has been unenforcedeek employment and the chancealue” of western society. Semiletov’s team published a study in 2010 estimating that the
for decades. This vague butof normal human relationships. This part of the ruling raises methane emissions from this region were about eight million tonnes
sweeping statute provides up to The Bountiful cultis supported troublesome questions. Just a year. Their latest expedition suggests the phenomenon may be far
five years in prison for more thanfinancially by the taxpayers of because a social institution haslarger. Last summer, the Russian research veSssaflemician
two people who are in“any kind of British Columbia, who have ideological hegemony, is it above Lavrentievsurveyed about 26,000 square kilometers. Scientists
conjugal union.” unwillingly subsidized the FLDS criticism? Given the figures deployed instruments to monitor plumes of methane bubbles rising
The case was launched to testeligious schools for many years.regarding divorce rates, infidelity, to the surface. The team carried out checks at about 115 stationary
the validity of S. 293 as a tool toThis scandal is a clarion call to endviolence, and abuse within families, points, discovering methane fields on a vast scale. Some plumes were
address the practices of theublicfunding of private religious the monogamous nuclear family a kilometre or more wide, and the emissions went directly into the
patriarchal FLDS Mormon cult schools, which violates themodel is no guarantee for atmosphere, with concentrations 100 times higher than namal.
based in Bountiful, British principle of separation of churchhappiness. As Frederick Engels
Columbia. But the broad scope ofand state. Those who engage inecognized, the subordination of
the legislation means that it couldchild sex abuse must be prosecutedives and the shift towards theunformalized polyamorous debate if and when Parliament
potentially be used by the state taander relevant Canadiannuclear family from larger kin relationships, although otherrewritespolygamy laws. Willanew
criminalize large numbers of legislation, and the Bauman rulingnetworks were associated with thequestions are left unresolved. law be used to impose certain
Canadians who are “guilty” of helps establish that the humarhistoric development of private “Polyamorists are relieved theynarrow religious precepts on the
nothing more than non-rights of women, youth and property. can be in loving, egalitarian, entire population, at the expense
monogamous sexual activity, or ofchildren trump “religious beliefs”.  Other family forms must be conjugal relationships without of those who establish non-
participating in family formswhich ~ The Bountiful cultis an extreme considered on their own merits.criminal sanction,” said CPAA traditional but freely-chosen
differ from the model promoted by form of patriarchal control over The Canadian Polyamorylegal counsel, John Ince.relationships? Giventhe influence
the capitalist state and manywomenand children. OnonelevelAdvocacy Association (CPAA) “Polyamorists who are dealing with of fundamentalist views within the
religious outlooks. this form of “polygamy” parallels was a key intervenor in the caseimmigration or family custody Harper Tory caucus, this could
The Bauman rulingwilllikelybe the social system under which wearguing that many polyamorousissues for instance now need n@ose serious implications.
appealed, perhaps directly up tdive. Capitalism is also a form of women, as well as men, freelylonger worry about being In the meantime, the Bauman
the Supreme Court of Canada. Buhuman relations based on controthoose to have more than oneonsidered to be criminals”. ruling, on balance, advances the
itwould be unfortunate if alengthy by a tiny minority of (mostly male) partner. They fearthatthe wording In the CPAA’s view, the real rights of Canadians to be protected
appeal process delayedbosses, who impose a range off the 120-year-old statute mightissue is not the number of peoplegainst patriarchal exploitation,
prosecutions of the Bountiful forms of exploitation on working be used to criminalize egalitarian,in any given relationship; the healthwhile also beginning to recognize
patriarchs. The evidence presentepeople. Unfortunately, the secular, long-term relationships.of the relationship and family is that adults should not be punished
to Justice Bauman, and the lon@gountiful abuses have sometimeslustice Bauman’s decision clarifiesvhat matters. for choosing to love more than one
history of the FLDS cultin Canadabeen lumped together with ideaghat S. 293 does not apply to This should be the focus ofpartner.e

By Kimball Cariou
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Excerpt from the
contribution of the
Communist Party of
Canada to the 13th Meeting
of Communist & Workers’ |

; _ HIST YOUTH OF GREECE
Parties, Dec. 9-11, 2011, O WELCOMES YOU AT THE 1= COMMU

presented by Miguel - 2z WOl
Figueroa on behalf of the " DUTH OF THE WORLD -
Central Executive _ S . ; '

Committee, CPC

Concerning the currentcrisis. |t
is especially intense, global ang
all-sided not only because th
onset ofthe cyclical crisis of relative,
over-production was artificially
delayed as a result of neolibera
policies, financial speculation, the|
rise of fictitious capital, etc., but
also because it is merging wit
intractable structural crises of th
system, not least of which is th
growing environmental crisis.

This confirms that capitalismis

Ccultural performance in Athens during the 13th annual meeting of Communistand Workers' Parties.
(Photo: http://solidnet.org)

o identify the problem is not enough: CPC

alternative to capitalism. And we
need to develop new and creative
ways to make that case. Simply
repeating over and over again
slogans about the “superiority of
socialism” just won’t suffice.
Perhaps we can make this a topic
for a future meeting, or better yet,
organize a special international
conference around this theme.
Finally, afewwords aboutthese
meetings. At the risk of repetition,
we appeal again to all parties - and
especially those parties in the
Working Group - to give
concentrated attention to
improving the format for these
annual gatherings. A great deal of
time, energy and resources go into
convening this international
assembly every year, and we must
find better ways to ensure that
they are as purposeful and
productive as possible - forinstance

fastapproaching its historical limitsreformist “solutions” is evermore working class - even within its formation of social and classby finding more time for targeted
- perhaps more rapidly than evemnrestricted. This is the objectivemost organized sections - is notonsciousness in the currentliscussions and constructive
we Communists had anticipated basis for the deepening crisis anget prepared to embrace theonditions, and mostimportantly,debate on some of the big

and also helps to explain whybankruptcy ofthe social democraticsocialist alternative, much lesshow best to counteract bourgeoigheoretical and practical challenges
traditional bourgeois mechanismsalternative’ today. actively fight for it, to rally to the ideologicalinfluences on our classwe face, more time for discussion
While the contradictions Communistparties, etc. Ingenerand make a more skilful andand planning ofjointactions, more
underpinning this rotten systemwe know the reasons for thiscompelling case for socialism astime for regional caucuses, and so
é laying the objective conditions between the objective andas the necessary and desirabliee achievede
‘ necessary for the revolutionarysubjective factors for revolutionary
~: leap to socialism, we mustadvance - the increased
" acknowledge that the subjectivesophistication of bourgeois
X lagging far behind in many if not control, ofits use of racism, sexismBy Darrell Rankin
most of our countries, especiallyinnarrow nationalism, religious The fight to save the Canadian Wheat Board may need to change into
most o_f the _advanced capitalislextremismtocloud and dive_rtclassa broader fight to save the family farm across Canada.
states including Canada. consclousness; of the particularly The Harper governmentis claiming victory in its effort to deliver the
the social, economic and politicaland the systematic disseminatio sale of wh_eat and barley produceq in Western Qanada from the control
advances’and rights of the workingof  lies and distortions about’?)ffarmers!ntot_heclutchesoftheg|antglobalgra.mcqrporatlons.AIe_gaI
. X : L challenge in mid-January may still block the legislation, but the Tories
class and its allies, the growingsocialism pastand presentto scar,

Fight to save Wheat Board not over

are more mature than ever beforegrowing divide, this contradiction the only alternative to capitalism,on. We are confident that this can
- factors for transformation areideological instruments of social
'ﬁ
;
i The capitalist offensive againstpernicious use of anti-communism,
Communist Party of

Canada

of regulating and overcoming thesocial disparities, the increasingthe workers away fromthe socialistigt%%qggggég atlalre]:(rjftarl]rfnfs\r,;/grr?trgglrglsnsgczlrj]g?jlg &?ﬂggﬁ ;n oi?]tev?/rfcr)géi:gz e

crisis are increasingly ineffective, state repression, etc. - all thesalternative, and so on.

) . T . ; : agreements.
and why the resulting ruling classdevelopments are giving rise to But to identify the problem - Harper's CWB law ignores the wishes of the majority of farmers who
response to the crisis is mordncreasing anger among workingincluding our own subjective supported keeping the CWB (62%), and the fact that more than 60 per

socially brutal, more militaristic, people, to the loss of bourgeoisveaknesses and failings as Rent of Canadians voted in the last election for parties which respect the

more dangerous to all humanitypolitical legitimacy, and even to movement in this regard - this IS iews of farmers.

than during previous rounds ofthe growth of anti-capitalist hardly enough, comrades. We need The fightto block the attack on Western Canadian farmers grew since

crisis - at least since the end okentiments. to undertake a far more rigorou . : P ;
WW II. The objective “space” for  And yet for the most part, thestudy of the problem of thestzsgri)égf;?ggi_wggi (?Ilg%tlrgrr]ﬁi\gg ?8 é%g%%?l;;?x;?ﬂgggsergﬁé

November, friends of the Wheat Board were able to enlist 46 groups to
sign a letter urging Ottawa to respect farmer wishes before making any
changes to the CWB. The list included the Canadian Labour Congress,
and twelve other union bodies. At the end of November, the Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba federations of labour issued a joint
statement in support of the CWB.

The movement to save the CWB has seen a wide range of tactics,
including legal challenges, lobbying, interrupting the House of Commons
from the visitor’s gallery, and rallies.

BC Communists call for
solidarity with teachers

the employer, elimination of a severely weakenthe BCTF. the Harper Conservatives in the next election, including in the prairie
grievance process for disputes in  The attackonthe BCTFshould provinces. A longer term issue is the need to develop stronger policies
posting, in filling, elimination of be a major cause for concern by to defend the family farm. Thousands of smaller farms may be wiped out,
processes during discipline andhe labour movement. consolidating the position of larger, corporate wheat farms.
dismissal, caps and restrictionson The Communist Party of BC  Meanwhile, there have been several suspicious fires destroying
the Communist Party of sick leave, and maternity leavecondemns the provincial property onpro-CWB farmsin Saskatchewan. Inone case, fires destroyed
Canada. Dec. 3-4. 2011 and substantial restriction togovernmentand BCPSEAforits a pro-CWB sign and later machinery worth a quarter million dollars.
o ' professional autonomy. Theunwillingness to fairly bargain  The Communist Party was also attacked in the House of Commons
It is very clear that the BC employer has offered nowith teachers. We call on the Committee hearings on the CWB bill for handing out leaflets at the large
provincial Liberal government improvement to any provision.  provincial governmenttoprovide meetings of farmers held last sumneer.
has been provoking the BCThe Labour Relations Board hasa massive infusion of funding
Teachers’ Federation (BCTF)toturned down BCPSEA'’s into the woefully underfunded
a full strike, so that they canoutrageous demand for a 15%education system;to end the net-
impose a legislated contract.reduction in teachers’ pay, andzero mandate; to expand the| ..
Aside from the netzero mandatetheir claim that report cards werescope of local bargaining, and
the BC Public School Employersan essential service. provide the necessary funding
Association (BCPSEA) has put The recently announced BCfor that expansion; to drop the
a series of union bustingEducation Plan, the province'sprovocative demands that
proposals forward. vision for education in the 21stundermine basic union rights
The latest set of BCPSEACentury - assumes contractuasuch as seniority; to seriously
proposals calls for further changes not yet agreed to byaddress the Supreme Court’s
stripping of the BCTF collective teachers. Itis clearthatthe provinciatlecision re the illegality of Bills 27
agreement and includesgovernment - rather than dealingand 28 and to begin to bargain
(amongst a host of provocativewith the Supreme Court’s decisionfairly with the BCTF.
proposals) the virtual eliminationre the illegality of the contract The Communist Party also
of seniority, the elimination of stripping of Bills 27 and 28 - isintent declares solidarity with BCTF in o - X -
postings filled during the year on steamrolling an agenda thatwilwhatever actions it takes to An ad hoc coalition in support of the Wheat Board picketed in
(teachers to be placed by théncrease corporate influence inprotect its members and further Winnipegon November 15. About 100 people attended, including
employer), forced transfers ofschools, diminish democraticthe interests of BC children, the Manitoba Federation of Labour, Canadian Union of Postal

any employee at the initiative of control by school boards, andyouth and parents Workers, the Council of Canadians, the National Farmers Union,
and Friends of the CWB.

Resolution in support of
the BC Teachers’
Federation, adopted
unanimously at 39th B.C.
Provincial Convention of
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SOCIALISM IS THE FUTURE!

We salute from Athens the ) ) achievement of social justice,Communistand Workers’ Parties,
growing popular struggles Statement issued by the 13th International Meet- people’s sovereignty, peace andf the communist youth
releasing huge emancipatory ing of Communist and Workers’ Parties, held in progress. The path of the workersbrganizations and the anti-
potential against imperialism, Athens on December 9-11, 2011. The meeting and people’s struggles, the path oimperialist organizations in which
against capitalist exploitation and . ) . socialism and communism, whichthe communists have animportant
oppression, and for the social, Was attended by representatives from 78 Parties is historically necessary. contribution constitutes one of the
labour and social security rightsof  from 59 countries; other parties which did not Thanks to the decisive most reliable elements for the
workers’ all over the world. manage to take part sent written messages. The contribution of the communists expansion of the anti-imperialist

The meeting was held in critical

and the class oriented trade-uniostruggle and the strengthening of
conditions in which the deep and

Communist Party of Canada was represented in movement the workers’ strugglesthe anti-imperialist front.

prolonged capitalist crisis Athens by CPC leader Miguel Figueroa. in Europe and all over the world  The ideological struggle of the
continues to prevail in the were further strengthened.communist movement is of vital
international situation, unemployment and poverty. the threats and interference in thémperialist aggressivenessimportance in order to defend and

accompanied by the escalation of The anti-people offensive isinternal affairs of Syriaand Iran, ascontinues to meet resolute populadevelop scientific socialism, to
the aggressiveness of imperialisnstrengthening which is manifestedwell as of any other country. Weresistance inthe Middle East, Asiafepulse contemporary anti-
whichis expressed in the decisionsvith particular intensity in certain consider that every foreign Africaand Latin America. Thisfact, communism, to confront bourgeois
of the Lisbon Summit for the newregions. The concentration andntervention against Iran underalong with experience accumulateddeology, anti-scientific theories
NATO strategy. This reality centralization of monopoly capital whatever pretext attacks thesofarespeciallyinLatin America,and opportunist currents which
confirms the analyses outlined inis intensifying the reactionary interests of the Iranian workersthe struggles and the processe=ject the class struggle; combat
the statements of the 10th, 11th¢character of economic and politicaland their struggles for democratichat take place demonstrate théhe role of social democratic forces
12th, International Meetings thatpower. Capitalist restructuring andfreedoms, social justice and sociapossibilities of resistance, of clasghat defend and implement anti-
took place in Brazil (Sao Paolo) inprivatisations are being promotedyights.
2008, India (New Delhi)in2009 andaiming at competitiveness and These developments confir
South Africa (Tshwane) in 2010. maximisation of profit of capital, at the necessity of strengthening th¢
It becomes increasingly ensuring a cheaper labour forcsommunist and Workers’ Parties
obvious for millions of working and the regression of decades im orderto play their historical role, Hins
people that the crisis is a crisis oterms of social and labour rights.to further strengthen the workergii: oSS T"‘E\ "
the system. It is not faults within ~ The intensity of the crisis, its and people’s struggle in defence o e vy of
the system but the system itselfjlobal synchronisation, the of their rights and aspirations, to
that is faulty, generating regularprospect of the slow, weakutilise the contradictions of the
and periodic crises. It results fromrecovery intensify the difficulties system and the inter-imperialist
the sharpening of the mainof the bourgeois forces incontradictionsforanoverthrow a
contradiction of capitalism managing the crisis, leading to thehe level of power and economy
between the social character ogharpeningofthe inter-imperialistfor the satisfaction of people’s
production and the private contradictions and rivalries while needs. Without the leading role of=>
capitalist appropriation and notthe danger of imperialist wars isthe communistand workers partieg:s
from any version of the being strengthened. and the vanguard class, th
management policy of the system The attacks on democraticworking class, the peoples will b
or from any aberration based orrights and sovereignty arevulnerable to confusion,
the greed of some bankers or othantensifying in many countries. assimilation and manipulation by}
capitalists or from the lack of Political systems become morethe political forces that represen
effective regulatory mechanisms.reactionary. Anti-communism is the monopolies, finance capita :
It highlights the historical being reinforced. There areandimperialism. At the podium is Aleka Papariga, general secretary of the
boundaries of capitalism and thegeneralised measures against the Significant realignments in the Communist Party of Greece (KKE), which hosted the meeting of
need to strengthen the struggleactivity of the communist and international correlation of forces communist and workers' parties in Athens.
for anti-monopoly anti-capitalist workers’ parties, against the tradeare under way. There is the on-
ruptures, the revolutionary union, political and democratic going relative weakening of thestruggle, in order for the peoples tqpeople and pro-imperialist policies
overthrow of capitalism. freedoms The ruling classesposition of the USA, the generalmake stepsforward, to gaingroundy supporting the strategy of
Inthe USA, Japan, the EU, anddevelop a multi faceted attempt tgoroductive stagnation in the mostinflicting blows to imperialism capital and imperialism. The
in other capitalist economies thetrap the people’s discontentadvanced capitalisteconomiesandhen they have as their goal thainderstanding of the unified
impasses of the various versionshrough changes in the politicalthe emergence of new globaloverthrow ofimperialistbarbarity. character of the duties of the
of the bourgeois management argystems, through the utilisation ofeconomic powers, notably China. We salute the workers’ andstruggle for social, national and
being demonstrated. On the on&a series of pro-imperialist NGOsThe tendency for the increase opeople’s struggles and note thelassemancipation, for the distinct
hand the restrictive political line and other organizations, throughcontradictions is strengthening,need to further strengthen thempromotion of the socialist
leads to a prolonged and deepttempts to channel the people’detween the imperialist centresThe conditions demand thealternative requirestheideological
recession; on the other, thediscontent into movements withand of these with the so-calledintensification ofthe class strugglecounteroffensive  of  the
expansionist political managementallegedly non-political or even with emerging economies. of the ideological, political, mass communist movement.
with large state support packageseactionary characteristics. Imperialist aggressivenessstruggle in order to impede the The overthrow of capitalismand
to the monopoly groups, finance We salute the people’s andintensifies. There are alreadyanti-people measuresand promotthe construction of socialism
capital, and the banks, intensifiesvorkers extensive struggles andeveral regional points of tensiongoals of struggle that meet theconstitute an imperative need for
inflation and leads to the swellinguprisings, for democratic, socialand wars and they are multiplying:contemporary people’s needsthe peoples. Inview of the capitalist
of the public debt. Capitalism and political rights againstthe anti-in Asia and Africa, in the Middle demand an organized workers'crisis and its consequences the
converts corporate insolvenciegpeople regimesinthe Middle EastEast with the increasing counterattack for anti-monopolyinternational experiences and
into sovereign insolvencies.andNorth Africa, namelyin Tunisia aggressiveness of Israeland anti-imperialist ruptures, forpractice of the socialist
Capitalism has no other responseand Egypt. Despite the particularly againstthe Palestiniarthe overthrow of capitalism putting construction prove the superiority
to the crisis beyond the massontradictions which the currentpeople. At the same time we notean end to the exploitation of manof socialism. We underline our
destruction of productive forces,situation manifests, it constitutesthe rising of neo-Nazi and by man. solidarity with the peoples who
resources, mass dismissals, factory significant experience that thexenophobic forces in Europe, the Today the conditions are ripestruggle for socialism and are
closures, and the comprehensiveommunist movement shouldmultifaceted interventions, threatsfor the construction of wide socialinvolved in the construction of
attack on workers and trade uniorstudy and utilise. Simultaneouslyand the offensive against theanti-monopoly and anti-imperialist socialism.
rights, on wages, pensions, sociave strongly condemn thepeople’s movements and thealliances, capable of defeatingthe Only socialism can create the
security, the reduction in people’simperialist war of NATO and the progressive political forces in Latin multifaceted imperialist offensive conditions for the eradication of
income, the huge increase inEU againstthe Libyan people andAmerica. Militarization is being and aggression and of fighting forwars, unemployment, hunger,
reinforced. The risk for a generalpower and promoting deep, radicalmisery, illiteracy, the uncertainty
conflagration at a regional levelrevolutionary changes. Working of hundreds of millions of people,
becomeseven greater. Inthis sensgass unity, the organisation andhe destruction of the environment.
the expansion and strengtheninghe class orientation of the labourtOnly socialism creates the
of the anti-imperialist social and movementare fundamental factorgonditions for development
political frontand the strugglesforin ensuring the construction ofaccording to the contemporary
peace inthe direction of eradicatingeffective social alliances with theneeds of the workers.
the causes of imperialist wars argeasantry, the urban middle class Working people, farmers, urban
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fundamental. strata, the women’s movement an@nd rural workers, women, young
There are two paths ofyouth movement. people, we call on you to struggle
development: In this struggle the role of thetogether to put an end to this

- the capitalist path, the path of thecommunist and workers’ parties atcapitalist barbarity. There is hope,
exploitation of the peoples whichnational, regional and internationalthere is a prospect. The future
creates greatdangers forimperialigevel and the strengthening of theilbelongs to socialism.

wars, for workers’, people’s cooperationare indispensable. The SOCIALISMIS THE FUTURE!
democratic rights joint coordinated activity of the  Athens, December11,2011

- and the path of liberation with

immense possibilities for the For reports and photos of the Athens

promotion of the interests of the
workers and the peoples, for the ~ Meeting, visit www.solidnet.org
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

nationalization of companies i officially enforced physical “The law requires that we be

En_d Of Freeport privatized during Mubarak’s 30- Steel pICket_er:S separation, the enormous disparitynformed of deaths at construction
strike delayed yearrule. get global Visit between themselves and othesites within 72 hours. But we
Yet 2011 was also marred by Bahrainis and the racial andreceive no officialintimation,” says

A return to work following a numerous violations of workers’  Greek steelworkers mounting ainguistic differences which asenior labour official.
three month strike against Freeportights. According to Karam Saber,marathon walkout against jobpreventthem from having avoice In Mumbai, workers can often
McMoran Copper & Gold in Director of the Land Center for losses were joined on the pickewith which to speak to authority, be seen dangling from bamboo
Indonesia was delayed in lateHuman Rights, setbacks havdine outside their plant on Dec. 12the labor class exists in nearscaffoldings at building sites
December by a dispute withincluded a new law criminalizing by communists from across thecomplete isolation from without safety harnesses or
contractor PT Kuala Pelabuharstrikes (although this legislationworld. mainstream society. helmets. Equally worryingly, they
Indonesia (KPI). The union hasbeenrarely used), the forceful Four hundred remain on strike The attitude of Bahraini remain deprived of basic welfare
representing the Freeport minerslispersal of strikes by hired thugsafter downing tools in late Octoberofficialdom towards foreign assured to them by law. India
is seeking guarantees that workerand security forces, and the referraht the Mittal steelworks at Attica, workers was encapsulated in thenacted a law 15 years ago for the
who took partin the strike will not of striking workers to military on the outskirts of Athens.words offormer Minister of Labor collection of alabourwelfare fund.

be penalised. The delay pushettibunals. Hundreds of strikers and theirDr. Majeed Al Alawi speakingata A welfare board to oversee
back the planned early January Established on the fifth day of families turned out to cheer theGulf Cooperation conference indisbursal of funds and ensure
resumption of full operations at arrival of delegates who were in2010, “Foreign workers pose aworkers’ welfare was formed last

Greece forthe 13th annual meetinghreat to our existence ... in somavlay. It is currently registering
of 78 communist and workers’ areas of the Gulf you cannot tellworkers, who are largely unaware
parties - the largest since itswhetheryouareinan Arab countryabout the benefits owed to them.
establishment. or an Asian one... we cannot call

Steel union president Giorgosthis diversity because no nationFye| strike
Sifonios vowed: “If necessary weon earth would accept this erosion .
will celebrate Christmas right here,of its own culture onits own land.” Crlpples KaraChl
where we will stay until the _
redundancy programme is reversetonstructlon A strike by transporters and

the world’s second-biggest
copper mine, on Papua island.
“There’s no mobilisation today.
If there’s no mobilisation,
automatically there’'s no work.
Principally we're just waiting now
for KPI,” union spokesperson
Virgo Solossa said on Dec. 28.
The strike was settled on Dec 14

when the union and Freepor and contracts restored.” gas dealers coupled with the
agreed to a pay increase of 409 Speakersfrom Belgium, Russiagd@eaths b||ght closure of government hospitals
percent for around 8,000 unio Palestine and South Africa . after a doctor was murdered,
members and to a framework for delivered messages of solidarifindia’s boom crippled Karachi, Pakistan’s the
better deal for 15,000 other non J) fromevery continent. Communist financial capital, over the Jan. 1
union workers and contractors. Party of Venezuela general One of the latest victims of theweekend. Public transport
Workers did not return secretary Oscar Figuera declaredlitzy makeover of Mumbai was remained off the road as thousands

immediately because of delays irthe revolution, the Egyptian “Workers ofalllands - unite. That's 19-year-old construction labourerof bus and wagon owners complied
organizing transport for thousands=ederation of Independent Tradehe slogan of today as it was in théSaddam Ansari, who fell to hiswith a strike called by their
of minersinthe highlands of centralUnions (EFITU) now has an Communist Manifesto over 150death from the roof of an eightassociation against the closure of

Papua, where security is tensestimated membership of moreyears ago.” storey structure on Dec. 3. Barelycompressed natural gas (CNG)
because of a low-level separatisthan 1.6 million workers, a week before, a truck ferrying 30filling stations and its rising price.

insurgency and concerns thaemployees, and pensionersAttaCkS mar construction workers overturned, The transport had to be shut
returning strikers would be Previously non-unionized killing Subhash Thakur and down because CNG dealers also
penalised. workers, including fishermen, Bahrain Strugg|e injuring 14 other workers. shut down their stations to protest

KPI sacked 18 workers whocommercial divers, supermarket As new flyovers, skyscrapersagainst the government's unjust
failed to show up during the strike,employees, seasonally employed- Amidst the 2011 struggle for and water tunnels come up inpolicies of distributing the natural
which began on Sept 15. Theaborers, nurses and hospitalemocracy in Bahrain, a differentMumbai and its neighbouring gas quota.
company said it would allow 473 staff, electronic journalists, and disturbing narrative was takingcities, the ones paying the highest The dealers said it was a token
other workers to return underpottery craftsmen, and quarryplace throughout the country. Theprice are the 2.5 to 3 million strike, but if action was not taken
“certain conditions”, and that theworkers, have established theirecent Bahrain Independentconstruction workers. they would call a strike for an
status of another 101 suspendedwn independent unions. Commission Inquiry (BICI)reveals  Labour officials state that, by indefinite period. “Life is getting
workers was being evaluated. Thousands of unionized the broad scope and violent naturéheirinformation, 40 suchlabourersfrom bad to worse day by day for
These workers were being askeavorkers have quit the ETUF andof the ethnic pogroms which weredied in the past six months inthe people like us,” one worker
to sign adocument agreeing nottdiave established independenteported to have targeted théVlaharashtrastate. The real figuresaid. The strike was also observed
join a union, according to Maskatunions. They include Cairo’s busmigrant worker class during thecould be much higher, they admitinthe other parts of Sindh province.
Kaliky, secretary general of thedrivers, fare collectors, engineersunrest. The stories are recounted
KPI union. and employees, who establishedvith a cold, clinical detachment i i n

KPI runs the Freeport portthe Independent Union of Publicwhich belies the scenes of horror Many items in our "Global Class
through which ore concentrate isTransport Authority Workers in  According to a report by Struggle" column are from the

shipped. It also operates road anilarch. Murtaza Hussein on the :
transportfacilities aswellasmobile Egypt witnessed the largestBikyamasr.com news website, in Labour S tart WebSIte’
equipment and employs 2,100number of industrial actionsinitsaddition to documenting a www .labourst ar[_org
workers. history with the strike wave of campaign of government
2011, or at least the largest sincguppression, the BICI report \
the massive 2007-2008 strike wavedetails systematic violence( i H :
Ad\t/)an(;(esf and Well over 200 strikes have beendirected towards South Asian Send me information on the _h:‘ﬁ)
setbacks for reported, along with thousandsmigrant workers. A general reign i .
of labor protests, marches,of terror descended over CommUHISt Party Of Canada v

Egyptlan workers hunger-strikes, occupations, sitBangladeshi, Indian and Pakistan
ins and sleep-ins. Among theexpatriate communities who werg The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
The success of the 2011Iargest and most significanttargetted by protestors during the fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfjsm.
uprising in toppling Hosni strikeswere: the Public Transporunrest. The violence was furthef ~he CPCdoesmuchmore thanrun candidates in elections. We think thefight
Mubarak was made possible bYAuthority workers’ strikes of fuelled by reports of the Bahraini against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

industrial actions in kev sectors o " . active across the c_ountry, to bu_ild our party and tp _help strengthen peo le's
Y fFebruary and September/Octobergovernment recruiting mercenaries movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set

the "Egyptian economy, notthe strike atMahalla’s Misr Textile from South Asian countries. democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
exclusively by the occupations ofCompanyin February, the doctors’  Farfromthe glittering high-rises|  socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
Tahrir Square. Starting on Februangeneral strikes in May, and theof central Manama lie the _
7, a public transport strike acrosgeachers’ mass strike inimpoverished shantytowns which Central Committee CPC

Greater Cairo, coupled with laborSeptember. The commondemandsre home to the majority of 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, MK 1N6
protests along the Suez Canal angehind most of this labor unrestBahrain’s labor class, expatriate =~ 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pce.ca>  www.communist-party.c

industrial actions across the i ; ini
are improved wages, payment ofrom South Asiaandthe Philippines Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du  Ottawa CPC

country helped bring down overdue bonuses, safer workingvho by some estimates make up gs Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
Mubarak on February 11. conditions, full-time contracts for much as 40% of the country’s| 535 Ave 82 Parc, Stite *C" Manitoba Committee CPC
; ; . . . . . ontreal, QC, . s
The revolution gave birth to the full-time work, along with a fixed population. Inhabited by the| emai: peq@epe.pec.carél: 438-338-8890 gﬁii!grok“/_xggé_\;\ggwpeg, MB, R2W 2M3

first independent trade unionmonthly minimumwage of LE1,200 construction workers, drivers,| & c comm
. . ’ . ; ' ' .C. ittee CPC .

federation in Egypt's history, and (around $US215) and a fixedstore-clerks, cleaners, and 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, v5L 331  Ontario Ctee. CPC
compelled authorities to dissolvemaximum wage for management.domestic servants, these camps gsTel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net 2204 Danionh Awe., Toronto, MAKING
the board of the state-controlled The Ministry of Manpowerand a rule lack proper sanitation ang Edmonton cPc Har'n"ton Cree. CPC
Egyptian Trade Union Federationministry of Finance has agreed tosocial infrastructure and are ofter] gox cort2, 70 Bonnie Doon PO 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
(ETUF) which had monopolized set the monthly minimum wage atsubject to raids and demolition by] Tel: 780-465-7893  Fax: 780-463-0200 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2k3
the union movement since 1957. the lower level of LE700 (around the local authorities when deemed Calgary CPC et 9_05'543_3'9586

Among other gains, a new lawgys125). This minimumis duetoto be too close to “proper” | Unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Alante Region O e BoP 110
has been drafted - but not issuedcome into effect at the beginningresidential areas and too far fron] €927 AB. T2A6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 = |0\ 902-542-7081
guaranteeing trade union freedomgf 2012, but may not be enforcedthe barren deserts where they arf SaskatchewancpC
and organizational pIuraIity, andAmaximumwagefor managementolerated. Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

Egypt has moved towards the rehas not been determined. Cut off from public life by . /
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Holguin Colloguium calls for action on Cuban Five

For the seventh time, friends inAntonio and Fernando collectively
solidarity from all around the add upto 70 years in prison. The
world met at the Holguin are stillawaiting the response fro
Colloquiumto discuss experienceshe Habeus Corpus Resource
and the work yet to be done in theoresented by the defence team ¢
tough battle for the release of thethe Five, butwe are aware of the faq
Cuban Five. A statement from thethat legal channels are running ou
Colloquium reads: While the Five remain unfairly

After 13 years of unfair imprisoned, Luis Posada Carriles
incarceration, the situation of ourwho is responsible for the deaths
Five Brothers continues to beof thousands of innocent humar
extremely serious. René Gonzalebeings went through a travesty o
completed his sentence last Octjustice where he was not tried fo
7, butinstead of being returned tdoeing a terrorist and he receive$
Cuba, he received newpublic tributes celebrating his
punishment: he is being forced tacrimes and makes statement
remain on US territory for 3 yearswithout the least hint of remorse. counterparts in the USA.
under supervised liberty, without The request for extradition of 5. Calling on the youth of the world
being able to receive visits by histhe criminal Posada Carriles to to organize concerts during the
wife Olga Salanuevawho hasbeeWenezuela presented by thecreate the necessary mechanisnand from all countries, to organizeinternational solidarity days of
denied the right to visit him and atgovernment of the sister Bolivarianfor bringing together, coordinatinga broad-based permanenSeptember 12 (anniversary oftheir
the risk that the terrorist groupsRepublic of Venezuela six yearsand following up the actions wedenunciation and mobilization in arrests), to October 6, “Day of the
who René and his four brothersimgo has still not been answeredare doing in order to better makecities where communications mediaVictims of Terrorism”.
the cause denounced, mighttry tdhe impunity granted by the use of the enormous energy andre located. 6. Requesting well-known artists
killhim. various American administrationsarduous work of the committeesall  Organizing conferences with and intellectuals for their support

Gerardo Hernandez’ situationand the unfair incarceration of theover the world. American intellectuals and with in the making of documentaries
continues being the most seriousive strips bare the double We, the 300 delegates from 43he Network in Defence of and videos and public messages
of the Five, with two life sentencesstandard of the US governmentimations attending the VII Humanity. demanding the release of the Five.
plus 15 years of incarceration andts false battle against terrorism. International Colloquium for the  Showing documentaries and7.Increasing use of social networks
systematically being denied Faced with the gravity of this release of the Five and againsvideos on the case of the Five anguch as Twitter, Facebook, blogs
visitation by his wife Adriana Pérez.situation it becomes vital to Terrorism, calloutfor: terrorism against Cuba in openand the internet to distribute and

The sentences of Ramonmultiply our work and the need to 1. Intensifying actions in the USA areas, parks and squares. To patenounce the case. To take
up posters and billboards on theadvantage of the possibilities
five. Organizing demonstrationsprovided us by alternative media.
in front of the White House, 8. Continuing to appeal to

Department of Justice, Supremereativity and culture in order to
N O tO War th re at S Courtand other areas where mangenounce the case, just as the
people tend to congregate. Cuban children of La Colmenita

Visits to congressmen andhave done so well with their play
representatives by their“Abracadabra”. To sue digital
counterparts in other countriesmedia to reproduce the graphics
Those unable to travel tomadebytheFive,theworkofTony
Washington will be requested toand Gerardo’s cartoons, to do
against Syria and Iran aredestructive military occupation of send their letters to theirpublicity material and set up
themselves accused of widespreadfghanistan for over adecade, havéounterparts in the Capital. ~ exhibitions. _ _
anti-war coalition. Dec. 15, Violations ofhumanrights, orevenany right to choose where their Organizingamass letter-writing 9. Demanding the dismantling of
2011 WWW stopw’ar ca  ofcommitting serious breaches ofmilitary forces will intervene nextto campaign from around the world.terrorist organizations based in

d ' : international law. topple local governments andMo_b!IlzmgAmer!can and foreign Miami, and the trial and punishment

The drumbeats of preparations The United States, for examplejmpose western-friendly regimes?religious organizations so thatof the murderers of our peoples.
for military intervention and war stands accused by world public Genuine socialjustice and peacéhey join the activities. ~10. Continuing to distribute the
against Syriaand Iran are becomingpinion and many legal expertsancire not created by crippling _Inviting other groups with series “The Reasons of Cuba” on
louder. StopWar, Vancouver'sscholars of practising systematiceconomic sanctions or endles$imilar causes - Boricuas, Mumiaterrorism and the destabilizing
broad-based anti-war coalition,torture. In 2003, it committed thewars and militarism. Instead, Peltier, Lynne Steward, Jerico, etcactions of the USA towards Cuba
whichwas foundedin the movemensupreme war crime of unprovokedmilitary spending and the arms trade to join forces in the demand forand our peoples.
to prevent the disastrous wamilitary aggression against Iraq - anust be dramatically reduced, andhe release of political prisoners  International solidarity and the
against Irag in 2003, appeals to altrime which has resulted in millionsall weapons of mass destructio®nd the denouncing of theunited action of honest men and
Canadians to help reverse thiof deaths, vast populationmust be eliminated, including theAmericanlegal system as awholewomen throughout the world shall
dangerous process. We call for thelisplacements, and enormousreation of a nuclear-free zonein We propose June 8th,bethekeytovictoryinthis colossal
internal disputesin Syriaand Irantadamage to economic and sociathe Middle East. The peoples of2anhniversary of the unfair injustice.
be left for their own populations toinfrastructures. Israel, one of thethe world must mobilize to changesentencing of the Five, as the date For Rene, Gerardo, Ramon,
settle, without recourse to foreignmostvocal critics of Syriaand Iran,our planet's priorities and tacklefor starting these days of solidarity Antonio and Fernando, we
military intervention. has for decades illegally occupiecthe urgent needs of those who aré- Increasing the solidarity daysdemand: Freedom Now!

The consequences of anew waPalestinian territories, imposing atoday the most oppressed andorthe Five onthe 5th. Havingthis ~ Holguin, Cuba, Nov. 20, 2011,
in this region would be far reachingdeadly apartheid-style oppressiompoverty-stricken. day multiply actions all over the “Year 53 of the Revolution®
for the entire world. A NATO-led against the Palestinian people. This is the view of StopWar.
military aggression against Syria  The NATO countries killed We urge all our supporters and
or Iran would result in massivethousands of people recently infriends tojoinwith usindemanding I 1 1
human casualties, and enormoukibya in an attack that was athatthe Harper governmentend it |nveSt|gat|0n Into Pablo
economic damage on a local andlatantly aggressive interventionvocal support for the war drive Neruda’s mysterious death
global scale. The impactwould notaimed at ‘regime change’, despiteagainst Syriaand Iran. Canadamu
be__COﬂfined to the immediatethe fact that |t WaS |n|t|a”y inSFead-begin to Support_ Ste.p‘ The Communist Partyin Chile has asked for the remains
military targets of_ the NATO pregented asa limited mission tavhich yv|II qle-esqalate tensionsint ofthe poet Pablo Neruda to be exhumed due to allegations
powers and their allies; such awaprowde a N.o Fly Zone'. Libya thereg|on,|nclud|ngth¢|mmgdlate that he may have been poisoned.

P?Il.“f[j. spread f?CFOSS 20rhdersf\'lﬂ(_?gigﬂrﬁt'r?gsacigizeg%ngrtthoalfemova]! of aI'IA\fC:;\]nac_ilan manry The Nobel laureate died in Santiago in September 1973,
lﬂrécug]r?orl]ﬁvtvhseur:;igg.an ‘ aosjustify new aggressive wars andcc:)rr(r:](?asletreog:]d togls?z?el?itgl::](’:u‘r?)';ltiozil |132 da{]s ?{terthe m|:\|ltary(§t o/ug th?g brotquhttC] en. AhUgg > tg

Thereis nojustification for such interventions. of Palestinian territorie®. %noc €10 power. Berl'Jq.afs ca dcgr ! |ca.§shays e« |ed
a reckless and potentially Farfromadvancingthecauseo of prostate cancer. But his former driver said he receive
catastrophic course of action. Inhuman rights, imperialist military an InJeCtIQn which provoked.a heart attack.
our view, military intervention by threats and interventions ofte According to a Communist Party lawyer, Eduardo

Contreras, the hospital where Neruda was being treated

NATO in the Middle East and simply give excuses to PV - fas k '
Central Asia s being driven by theauthoritarian rulers to suppress for cancer says he was injected with a pain killer and d|¢d
of heart failure shortly afterwards. But Contreras said

interests of transnational energystruggles for freedom. We standi :
and resource corporations. NATOsolidarity with Iranians and Syrians, Neruda, who was 69, could have received a lethal
Injection.

is acting to defend and advancevhile we oppose any kind of
The request to exhume the remains will be considered

these interests, not to “protectsanctions and military
by a judge, Mario Carroza, who has been investigating

human rights”. interventions.
To those who argue that the so- What right do the United States allegationsthat Neruda may have been murdered. Neruda’s
personal assistant and driver, Manuel Araya, told the

called “Responsibility to Protect” and Israel - or their faithful ally the

doctrine obliges Canada toHarper government of Canada judge in November that a few hours before he died on

intervene in the name of humarhave to intervene in the interna September 23, 1973, the poet was walking and talking
normally. Araya alleges that agents injected Neruda with

rights and wage yet another warproblems of Syria and Iran? Wh
poison at the hospital on the orders of Pinochet. o

world, delivery of letters to US
embassies in our countries that
demandthe release of the Five, sit-
ins, telephone calls to the White
House, messages to web pages,
‘ Faxes or telegrams to Obama.

3. Demanding respect for the
visitation rights of Olga Salanueva
and Adriana Perez. To take up
again the work done by the
International Commission for
Family Visitation Rights.

4. Continuing work with
parliamentarians, trade unionists,
clergy, personalities and social
movements, addressing their

against Syria and Iran!

Statement by StopWar,
Vancouver's broad-based

—

we point out that many of theshould Canada and the Unitec
leaderswho are escalating tensionStates, which have led the
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Peace Congress convention
delivers Action Plan for Peace

: spending in Canada, whichis atit$ Producing a regular, cross-
Special to PV highest levels since before Worldcountry peace publication.

The Canadian Peace Congres@/ar 2 and continuing to rise, with  The convention had anumbero
held a successful convention inspecial emphasis on engaging thepecial interventions, including
Toronto on November 25-26.trade union movement and onfrom the Canadian Peace Alliancs
Delegates representing 14 membasressuring the NDP; (whose coordinator brought
organizations adopted a detailed Developing a new campaign togreetings and a report on the CPA
political resolution and a convention and current
bold action plan for the campaigns), participants
current period. atthe 17th World Festival

Delegates discusse of Youth and Students
the deepening global (held Dec. 2010 in South
crisis of capitalism, which Africa), CODIR (the
is driving an increased Committee for the Defense
aggressiveness by of the Iranian People’s
imperialism.  While Rights), and activists who
working people in are working to rebuild the
capitalist countries face Quebec Peace Council.
severe austerity measure The Convention held
that drastically cut jobs elections to the two
and social programs, their| Executive positions that
governments are ramping are elected at large;
up military spending and Cheryl-Ann Carr from
seeking new pretexts for Winnipeg was acclaimed
war. InCanada, NATOwas as Aboriginal repres-
identified as the key entative and Dave McKee
vehicle used by the Harperoppose the development ofof Toronto as President. The
government for increasing Canadian military bases in foreignremaining Executive positions arg
militarism and aggressiveness. countries, to link this with the World filled by designates from local

The convention had anexcellenPeace Council campaign againgpeace councils.
discussion on the Action Plan,foreignmilitary bases,andtorelate This convention was a solid
whichidentified and prioritized key this issue to that of Canadiandemonstration of the
areas of Peace Congress workesourceindustriesin Africa, Latinquantitative and qualitative
Delegates agreed that the ActiorAmerica and the Caribbean; growth of the Canadian Peacs
Plan needed to be bold but doable;Working to oppose militarization Congress. Membership and
and one to which all theof the Arctic and make it an participation have increased
organizations in the Congressnternational zone of peace, andgignificantly since the last
would be committed. Key areas ofencouraging cooperation and joinconvention three years ago, an
work are: campaigning on this issue amonghe delegates concretely
* Campaigning against NATO, WPC members organizations indiscussed how to build the
demanding Canada’s withdrawalcircumpolar countries; membership further. The mood
and the military alliance’s * Working toward the Third was strongly united, and eagerly
dissolution, including the Trilateral Peace Conferencegeared toward campaigning.
development of a cross-Canaddetween the peace committees ip

Canadian Peace Congress President
Dave McKee

anti-NATO tour and participation Canada, the United States anl Millionaire
inthe “Retire NATO” activitiesin Mexico and with participation of Bedbug Occupies
Chicago in May 2012; the Cuban Movement for Peace, tp City Hall

* Campaigning against Canada’soe held in Cubain 2012;

active involvement in wars in * Developing a new campaign to
Afghanistan, Haiti and Libya, end nuclear weapons ang
working to immediately withdraw strengthen Canada’s commitmen
Canadian military and to end thoseo a policy of no nuclear weapons
conflicts, and to build opposition including opposition to building
to aggression and war against Syriauclear subs through the recentlyf
and Iran; awarded shipbuilding contracts tg
* Campaigning against military the Irvings;

The documents from the convention are
available at the Peace Congress web site:

www.canadianpeaceconggss.ca

Rally against Rob Ford's cuts!
Tuesday, Jan.17,5:30 pm
Toronto City Hall

Harper government bans Internationale
from Labour T emple dedication

By Darrell Rankin

The Winnipeg branch of the Association of Unite
Ukrainian Canadians (AUUC) cancelled a Nov. 1
ceremony to dedicate its Ukrainian Labour Temple
a National Historic Site. The AUUC made the decisic
72 hours before the ceremony, once it was clear t
Parks Canada had failed to send invitations or ans\
a letter about its unilateral demand to ban the hal '/,
choir from singingThe Internationale o

The hall was designated a historic site in 20C | &
AUUC members were looking forward to the ceremot
whichincluded placing a plague on the building. Aft
months of agreement and rehearsing, Parks Can
informed the AUUC on Oct. 9 that it would not allov
the choir to sing the working class anthem.

The choir had voted unanimously that during tt
scheduled time for the song it would remain silenta ¥
explain that the song was banned. The reasons for
ban are unknown, and will likely stay that way unle:
revealed by an access to information request.

£PUTTIER

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

7

Philip Glass joins NYC opera protest

\, Composer Philip Glass joined 200 “Occupy Museums” protests
aDec. 1rally outside the Lincoln Centre whgatyagrahahis opera
about M.K. Ghandi, had just completed its final performance.
targets of the protest were far-right billionaire David Koch (who
aLincoln Centre theatre named after him) and New York’s billionaire
mayor Michael Bloomberg (a major sponsor of the Metropoljtan
Opera). The protesters, playing upon on the Gandhian principle of
Satyagraha (“truth force”), chanted “let’s tell the truth, join us” ag the
crowd filed out. Initially separated from the protest by a metal batrier,
opera-goers quickly joined the demo after seeing the composerpnthe
side of the protesters “mic-checking” passages from the Bhagavad
Gita. Tycoons like Koch and Bloomberg attack the people while
currying public favour by patronizing elite cultural institutions. It's
encouraging to see people fighting back against corporate colonization
of the arts.

s at

The
has

Common Thread choir shines at CFMA

Toronto’s Common Thread Community Chorus promotes idea
community and social justice through choral music. While a “flyjing
squad” of activists from this choir has been mentioned before in this
column, the full 80-voice chorus must be seen and heard. On Dec. 4
they sang before hundreds of appreciative fans at the 7th gnnual
Canadian Folk Music Awards. Under the direction of condulctor
Isabel Bernaus, the choir performed a glorious 30-minute set |n the
foyer of Toronto’s Isabel Bader Theatre. For this observer it was an
affirmation of choral music’s rightful place in the folk music world. |As
for the Canadian Folk Music Awards, the packed house was a sign
of ahealthy roots music scene in Canada. A review of this significant
eventwill appear in People’s Voice in the near future. For more |nfo:
http://commonthreadchorus.ca/ and http://folkawards.ca/.

Is of

' Dick Gaughan on working class song

Last spring Scottish communist musician Dick Gaughan gave a talk
in Edinburgh on the topic “Song and the Working Class Movement.”
The socialist dailyMorning Starsponsored the lecture as part oiits
“Our Class Our Culture” series. Now it's been posted on the Scottish
Communist Party’s website. Gaughan’s majestic voice and skilful
guitar work have uplifted working class struggles for over forty ygars.
Calling on songwriters to join him in taking a class perspective, he
examines the issue of arts patronage, discusses differences bgtween
protest songs and songs that offer hope and “clarification,”| and
contrasts the pursuit of fame with an artist’s legitimate needl for
recognition. Gaughan illustrates his points with salient referenges to
artists like Bertolt Brecht, Hanns Eisler, Woody Guthrie, Victor Jara
and Si Kahn. The discussion that follows dwells upon |the
contradictions of labour arts programs. If you're a musiciafp or
interested in working class culture don't miss Gaughan'’s stimulating
lecture. Visit the Morning Star video section |[at
www.scottishcommunist.org.uk.

David Rovics: Songwriters Notebook

David Rovics is a perceptive journalist as well as a talented songy
The same powers of observation and analysis that underlie hi
capitalist music are evident in his news analysis, his observatiq
life onthe road and his thoughts on whatit means to be a contem
independent musician. Since 2006 Rovics has been publishing
in addition to maintaining a musical website. His Nov. 24 pog
“Recollections From a 3-Month Tour” is highly recommended. F
early August until well into November Rovics toured the U
Canadaand Western Europe, as people were organizing in resi
to the current ruling class offensive. Beginning at a protest in
Orleans, Rovics’ itinerary included Norway, Denmark, Gres
Germany, Portugal and Ireland before returning to New York to
at Occupy Wall Street. Then he was off to sing at occupations 4
North America. Rovics’ description of the people he metand the
acts of resistance that he witnessed is an inspiring read. Chec
at http://songwritersnotebook.blogspot.com/.

Celebrating Ben Shek (1927-201 1)

The Morris Winchevsky Centre was filled to capacity on Nov. 2
the United Jewish People’s Order celebrated the life of sch
journalist, singer and choir activist Ben Shek. It was fitting tha
tribute ended with Shek’s beloved Toronto Jewish Folk Choir
performing a set of Yiddish folk songs. Ben Shek had been amgmber
and key organizer of the choir since 1951, and he personifigd its
progressive spirit. The Choir celebrated its 85th anniversary notlong
ago with a live CD that collects recordings of recent performahces
under the direction of conductor Alexander Veprin§igmembering
Our Rootdeatures a host of Yiddish folk songs with a sprinkling of
other favourites. To order send $23 ($20 each for two or moie) to
Toronto Jewish Folk Choir, c/o Winchevsky Centre, 585 Cranbrpoke
Ave., Toronto, ON M6A 2X9. For more infg:
www.winchevskycentre.or@.
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Zyuganov to challenge Putin
for Russian presidency m—

Putin and Zyuganov. Putin isvote was rigged. Exit polls andsiopwar Winter Fundraiser,
running at42 percentin firstroundofficial results differ dramatically.” join Stopwar members and
support, compared with 53 percent  Seven parties took part in thesypporters for a potluck dinner,
As huge rallies continue toin2000. Ifno candidate achieves &ec. 4 parliamentary elections, withsa - Jan. 7, 7 pm at 65 W.
protestthe rigging of Russia’s Decmajority, the election will go to a four gaining representation in thecordova (just east of Abbott),
4 parliamentary vote, Communistsecond round. Duma, and three falling below thepying a dish and/or something to
Party leader Gennady Zyuganov Zyuganov addressedseven percent threshold to wingrink. and a donation for
has submitted his application tothousands of communists atarallyseats. Vancouver’s broad-based anti-
stand for the country’s presidencyoutside the Kremlin on Dec. 18, United Russiawas declared thgygy coalition.
in March. Zyuganov promises awhere they demonstrated to preswinner, butits announced supporL ft Eilm Night. 7 s
rerun of the discredited Dumademands for a recount a day aftefell from two-thirds in the 2007 eft Fiim Night, f pm, .“I’?-’
elections if he wins. President Dmitri Medvedev election to 53 percent. The CPRP&%”' 2?.’ Cen;rge’ o(r:ISoli:laDlst
The Communist Party of the admitted thatthe country’s politicalrose eight percent over its 12,,C lljtca |orf1|,? ist ar 201(5‘
Russian Federation is by far thesystem was “exhausted.” percentresultin 2007, moving into_ 7' W€S0 de_5|s ance,” (2010,
largest opposition party and Medvedev told United Russiasecond place. Just Russia goé3 min., dir. Lara Lee).

With files from the Morning
Star and The Guardian

officially received over 19 per centmembers on Dec. 17 that the partpbout 13 percent, and the Liberal gérlnIZSSSSIOZnOf:E/f dc(;nat!lon, call
of the vote on December 4. Butwould have to change to regairDemocratic Party of Russia about’™ " <> ordetalls.
supporters say the true vote fopopular confidence. “The street -11 per cent. Jose Marti Celebration,
the CPRF was much higherthis is the mood of the people. It Zyuganov called the electionssponsored by Canadian-Cuban
alleging massive electoral fraud bymust be respected.” “unprecedented in their filth, Friendship  Association-
the ruling United Russia party, Thousands also demonstrategiressure and falsification”. TheVanCOUV?f, for details on date
which backs Prime Minister in St. Petersburg on Dec. 18CPRF election program called forandlocation, contact CCFA c/o
Vladimir Putin’s presidential bid. chanting: “Russiawithout Putin!” ensuring national security, Ray Viaud, 604-154-1250.

The latest polls by state-runand “We want to live in an honestaccelerated economic devel
pollster VTsIOM suggest that thecountry.” Attending the rally, opment, overcoming poverty and Ottawa, ON

election could see arunoff betweeneacher Natalya Sheikina said: “Thesocial degradatiorm Celebrate the 53rd
Anniversary of the Cuban
Revolution, 7-9 pm, Thurs.,

Jan. 19, atCarleton Univ., 2203
Dunton Tower. Guest speaker
Kenia Ador Agramonte (2nd

Agreat Sudanese communistleader:
Al'T Ijanl Al'Tayeb Bablklr Secretary of Cuban Embassy),
will talk on the current situation

What's Left

of the new Saul Landau film,
“Will the Real Terrorist Please
Stand Up”. Hosted by CPC
Carleton and Ottawa Cuba
Connection.

Toronto, ON

Celebrate Howard Kaplan’'s
First Year as York Centre
School Trustee, buffet dinner,
Sat, Jan. 7, 5-9 pm, 209
Oakwood Ave. (just north of St.
Clair W., adults $15, kids $8,
proceeds to People’s Voice.
Sponsored by Public Sector
Workers Toronto. Can’'tcome?
Buy & donate a dinner ticket.
Info: elizzhill@hotmail.

Annual Norman Bethune
Dinner, Sat., Feb. 25,7 pm, at
290 Danforth Ave. Tickets just
$5, available across Canadafrom
supporters of media sponsor
People’s Voice. Door prize: all-
inclusive trip for two to Cuba!
Info: 416-469-2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT”, 3941 St-
Denis Street.

The veteran Sudanese Communisbefore Nimeiri's State Security Court. Islamist military coup d’etat of 1989. jn Cuba, followed by screening
Party leader Al-Tijani Al-Tayeb In his defense statement, he boldlyHe also represented the party at the
Babikir passed away on Nov. 26 inrefuted the regime’s allegations againsPeace and Socialism Journal in Pragu .
Khartoum, at the age of 85 years. the SCP and eloquently outlined then the 1960s. EI and the grOW| ng gap .

Comrade Babikir belonged to theparty’s vision for his country. His ~ Comrade Babikir was the leading
generation which founded the SCP irpolitical defense not only lifted the force behind thé&Red Flag,the first recent Athens meeting of Communist
August 1946. He was a member of thespirit of the party members, butbecameinderground newspaper that became and Workers’ Parties (see pages 6 & 7),
Central Committee from the first amanifesto forthe struggle against thé\l-Midan in 1954, and he was the chief “traditional bourgeois mechanisms of
conference in 1959 to the fifth (andmilitary dictatorship and a classic ofeditor of Sudanese Issuea journal unable to find out why their benefits regulating and overcoming the crisis
latest) in 2009, reflecting the trust andSudanese political literature. dedicatedto dialogue among Sudaneswe delayed. Documents obtained byre increasingly ineffective... the
profound respect of his comrades. Comrade Babikir was a staunchcommunists and democrats after théhe Globe and Mail claim that resulting ruling class response to the

Comrade Babikir was arrested fordefender of party unity against splitsfall of the socialist bloc. telephone lines are so jammed that justrisis is more socially brutal, more
the first time in Cairo when he was aand secessions, standing on a deep Comrade Babikir was an oneinthreecallsisanswered. Claimantsilitaristic, more dangerous to all
secretary of the Sudanese Studergonviction of Marxism, principles of embodiment of Gramsci’s organicwho have spoken tBeople’s Voice humanity than during previous rounds
Union in May 1948. The reason wasthe party, and love for the country andntellectual, although he transcendeday it's worse; one in Vancouver wasof crisis...”
the involvement of the students inits people. He assumed leadinghat in favour of a universal/global unable to get a single phone call Ourstruggle begins with the fightto
support of the Palestinians. Throughpositions in the Political Bureau, perspective. Like other communistsanswered for a month, and could onlyreverse neoliberal attacks such as the
the three military dictatorships thatCentral Committee, international of his generation, he commanded thget help by pressing Service Canadaorporate drive to remove accessto El
ruled Sudan in various periods, herelations office, and other bodies. Herespect of all participants in the staff to bypass the regular procedurebenefits. But our aim must be to topple
spent twelve years in political represented the party in the oppositioisudanese political arena. His politicalto give her access to a special line. the system which is based on

detention, and about ten years in hidingNational Democratic Alliance after the presence, personaand conductinsuch Are such policies the result of maximizing corporate profits at the
among the Sudanese people, protects public space withstood all kinds of uncaring, thoughtless political expense ofworking people. Capitalism
he always recalled with respect and political odds. strategy? Given that the negativemust be our goal@®
deep appreciation. Comrade Babikir and his colleaguesmpact of neoliberal policies on poor
chief of the SCP’sAl-Midan socioeconomic structure of anclear that pro-corporate governments Tom BU”
newspaper, from 1985 to 1989 and underdeveloped country in the 1940slike the Harper Tories know exactly
When he was arrested in 1982, an antithesis to the contradiction between It seems equally clear that only| of Comrade Tom Bullin Toronto
after spending two years in solitar thathuge challenge and the greatness ofassive political pressure by a highlyy on Dec. 12. A full obituary will
under the Jaafar Al Nimeiri said: that is the essence of arganizedandunorganized,younganflcelebration of Tom’s life will be
dictatorship, Al-Tijani was brought [ revolutionary!® old, male and female, citizens and held on Sunday, Feb. 5,2 pm, 2
shiftto pro-people economic policies.| avenue.
But as Miguel Figueroa told the
[} . i
Voice Calendar :
honouring the centennials of the ANC
Now available, $5 plus $2 shipping, from
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive,Vancouver, BC, V5L 3]1

by their goodwill and compassion, as socioeconomic, cultural, religious anddecisions, or are they a deliberatésthe source ofthe crisis, and socialism

Comrade Babikir was the editor-in- were the product of the space angeopleiswidely documented, itseem$
later from 2005 until he passed awa! In his case, Babikir represented thevhat they are doing. We are sad to note the passing
confinement, jailed without charge the response. As Lenin could haveinited and mobilized working class -| appear in our next issue. A

migrants, straightand gay - canforce 8 the GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth
Revolution
2012 People’s
and the Communist Party of Chile
For info on bulk orders, call 604-254-9836 or email pvoice@telus.net

continued from p. 4
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February 1-14 issue: Thursday, Jan. 19
February 15-29 issue: Thursday, Feb. 2

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Win a Trip For Two to Cubal’

Annual Norman Bethune Dinner
Sat., Feb. 25, 7 pm, 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto
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Tickets just $5, available across Canada from suppo
of media sponsor People’s Voice. Door prize: all-inclus
_ trip for two to Cuba! Info: 416-469-2446. )
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Japan remains unrepentant for past crimes

insists that Japan make amends fdrigh school texts require more inf
drafting the comfort women. depth study, the absence i B
OnDec. 14, the Korean CouncilPresident Lee purportedlyconspicuous. Yet the territorial 3
forthe Women Drafted for Military informed Noda thatthe monumentispute over Dokdo island |s
Sexual Slavery held its 1000thwould not be removed “unlessmentioned a number of times. A4S
protest outside the Japanessincere measures were taken”one professor remarked, huma
embassy in Seoul. During itsNonetheless, Japan and southights and peace concerns wer
wartime occupation of KoreaandKorea have long had a cozybeing superseded by blind
other parts of east Asia, thebusinessrelationship. New Korearpatriotism.
Japanese military forced hundredsistory textbooks have evidently Japan must not be allowed tg
of thousands of so-calledpurged the comfort women fromget away with this heinous wrong
“comfort women” to provide their pages. Earlier standardsThe thousands around the worl
sexual services to its soldiers. Atrequired textbooks to describe howho come out in support of the
protests held every Wednesdaylapan mobilized the Korean peopleurviving comfort women will
since January 1992, the womerwvia military and labour continue their struggle one way o
have presented demandsto Japaoonscription, including the another. But there will be no true
to recognize the drafting of thecomfort women. Since 2009, reconciliation until the full weight
women as a criminal act, to conducstandards for high school textsof Korean society is mobilized, and
an investigation, to issue ahave omitted comfortwomen, northat will never happen so long asMembers and supporters of the Korean Council for the Women
parliamentary resolution for anhave they been mentioned in anygouth Korea remains a client stat®rafted for Military Sexual Slavery at their Dec. 14 protest outside
apology, to provide legal supplemental manuals. Giventhaof larger powerse the Japanese embassy in Seoul.

remedies, to list in history

textbooks, to constructa memorial

e onsiee Tha | egacy of Kim Jong
responsible. g y g

Japan’s war crimes are widely
known, but there has been over what has been arguably theip efforts to send propaganda ovethreatened.
concentrated effort to sweep them most difficult period of his the border during the mourning It has been widely claimed that
under the rug as the country The passing of KimJong Il, thecountry’s existence. The DPRKperiod. Kim Jong Il was a barrier to peace
became akeyU.S. ally. True, som®emaocratic People’s Republic ofhas even become a nuclear power, Japan is also watching theand reunification. Indeed he has
war criminals were punished, andKorea’'s top leader, is a timely enough to make the U.S. militarysituation very closely. It has built been a barrier - to the imperialist-
limited apologies were made. Butmoment to consider thehesitant to attack. up its military to a substantial led absorption of the north and the
Japan has had great difficulty beingremendous threat to Korea posed With the passing of Kim Jong Il degree and now maintains one oinevitable destruction of its
up front with its past actions, andby U.S. imperialismanditslapdogson Dec. 17, another imperialistthe largestand mostwell-equippedocialist system. The DPRK'’s
many right-wing activists refusein east Asia, particularly southmedia frenzy is stirring rumoursforces in the world, with a $50 leaders know all too well what
to even acknowledge that crimedorea and Japan. and anti-North propaganda. Inbillion budget. Japan is highly would happen to their country.
were committed. When Kim Jong Il assumedaddition to mocking the grief investedin Korean affairs, and has'hey also know that there will be

Today, there are only 63 formerformal leadership ofthe DPRK, hedisplayed by thousands ofnever made amends for its brutaho true peace or unification so
comfortwomen stillliving, and the had enormous shoes to fill. HisKoreans, mainstream coverage ofolonization of the peninsula thationg as U.S. imperialism and its
frequency of the protests hadather, revolutionary leader andevents in the DPRK pins all thestarted 100 years ago. Whereasronies threaten the north on a
wavered. Tokyo undoubtedly DPRK founder Kim Il Sung, had blame on Kim Jong Il for the so-the south Korean regime wasregularbasis. Kim Jong Il guided a
desires the issue to die out alongpng striven to preserve Koreancalled nuclear crisis and lack ofestablished primarily by the helpsmall, economically poor country
with these women. At the 1000thsocialism and national liberation.cooperation with other countriesof former Japanese collaboratorsagainst the mightiest empire on
protest, aspecial monumentfunde@ut by the time of Kim Il Sung’s in the region, particularly for the fiercely independent and anti-earth, while trying to maintain a
by private donations was unveileddeath in July 1994, the DPRK wagensions with U.S.-occupied southmperialist north has long vexedsocialist system. For that, he
on the sidewalk across from theentering a period of extremeKorea. the government in Tokyo. Givendeserves the respect of allwho call
Japanese embassy. The statymivation brought about by the Itis a common refrain that the Japan’simpressive military and itsthemselves anti-imperialists. Long
depicts ayoung Korean girl staringloss of economic support from theDPRK is isolated and closed-off,close ties with the Americans, thelive the Democratic People’s
at the building with the shadow of Soviet Union and eastern Europeto reinforce the myththatthe DPRKDPRK has every right to feel Republic of Korea®
an old women beneath her.a series of natural disasters, ani the author of all its problems.
Shockingly, Hankyoreh the ceaseless efforts ofAnd yet Pyongyang graciously
newspaper quoted Japan’s Staté&/ashington to sanction theannounced that it would open its

Secretary for Foreign Affairs countrytodeath. Indeed, Americardoors to any and all mouringl End the Drone War: One more

Osamu Fujimura as saying it wagpressure to stamp out whateveparties from the south! Seoul's

“truly dismaying” that the statue remnants of socialism could beresponse was to prohibitany such  feason for NA TO to get out of

was set up and that calls would béound naturally provoked the travel, save for a handful of people ; ;
made to have it removed viaDPRK to pour more of its Seoul also produced a very wea Afghar“Stan and Paklstan
diplomatic channels. Primeincreasingly limited resourcesintomessage of condolences, but for
Minister Yoshihiko Noda its military budget. the most partits actions have beep : :
conveyed the same demands Intheabsence of KimJong II'sanything but friendly. The ROK g;at%rgf?t e e Sl e AllEnee, Moy
directly to south Korean presidentillustrious father, the DPRK’s military and US Forces Korea have ’
Lee Myung Bak at a summit indetractors claimed that thebeenplacedonhighalert,andplans The attacks that killed 24 Pakistani soldiers are but the njost
Kyoto on December 18. country would soon fall apart. to intervene militarily in the north | recent and most high profile attacks in a decade-long drone wir in
Itdoes not help that the positionMuch to their chagrin, socialistin the event of a “stability crisis” | Pakistan. Unfortunately these attacks are not an aberration| but
of the south Korean governmentisorea is still very much alive in have long since been developed. part of a systematic use of drones that have killed thousands of
not clear. On the surface, Seou012. Kim Jong Il had to presideRight-wing groups also steppeq people.

The Obama administration, while promising to scale back US
N E ws F o R P E o P L E operations in Central Asia, has overseen a huge increase in grone
y attacks. More than 300 attacks have occurred, or one every 4 gays,

under President Obama’s leadership.
N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts., Itis impossible to estimate the number of dead from the attgcks

but a series of investigations by the Bureau of Investigalive
r— = A Journalism show almost 3,000 dead including 175 children. The

’ government of Pakistan says that 700 civilians were killed in 2009
people’s

v alone. The Brookings Institution estimates that for each “militapt”

killed, 10 civilians die in drone strikes.
This most recent attack shows the complete disdain that
U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year

Washington has towards the people of Pakistan. The CIA, wiich
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

By Sean Burton

aBy Sean Burton

Every issue of PeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

E

oversees the drone war, was given the location of the Pakistani
checkpoint near the border but once again chose to fire. Eithelr the
drones are preposterously inaccurate or there is an utter contempt
for the people of Pakistan.

All told, there are more than 30,000 Pakistani soldiers and
civilians who have been killed since the war on terror started. [The

And we do more than that-we Name instability in the country is increasing and the potential for civil war
report and analyze event s from a and more bloodshed in the future.
revolutionary perspective, helping Address As many predicted, the war in Afghanistan has spread to

Pakistan and the prospects for peace in either country grow more
distant with each new drone strike. It is time for the internatiopal
community, including the government of Canada, to condemn
these killings and the violations of Pakistani sovereignty and to
bring all western forces home from the regen.

to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,
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