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Currency wars, more layoffs,
environmental crisis - and global
working class resistance: see page 7

The Climate
Change
Summit in
Cancun:
weighing up
the outcome

Reports on
page 12

“INS 1D E I
B.C. in the news '

Inequality parade
There was no leadership election Strlklng back Linda McQuaig's new booK;he

at the B.C. Federation of Labour Trouble with Billionaies, updates
convention last month, but just The year 2010 saw no less than eight of ~ her vivid image of economic
days laterdivisions within the the largest working class general strikes  inequity: a parade of dwarfs, andfe
NDP set the stage for a contestto  in history including a walkout by three handful of wealthy giants towering
lead that party to the polls. million workers in Portugal on No24. over the vast majority of Canadiar}s.
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G20 report: “massive compromrse of civil liberties”

beaten and detained withou
access to phones, legal counse
food or bathrooms forlong periods

By Liz Rowley, leader of the
Communist Party of
Canada (Ontario)

Ontario Ombudsman Andre searches and body cavity search
Marin has concluded that policeintended to frighten, humiliate an
and government action that led tantimidate. Most were young, and
the arrest, detention and beatingpolice appeared to targetf
of 1105 people last June 26/27 irlemonstrators from Québec
Toronto constitute “the most pulling buses over on the highwa
massive compromise of civil and making mass arrests.
liberties in Canadian history”. Until Marin’s report hit the

It's a clear statement that thelegislature, none of the various
violence at the G20 protests, angbublic bodies looking into the
before, was caused by police angbolice attacks was able to hold the
directed at protestors andcops or governments responsibl
passersby. Thousands of photos showed

Marin’s report to the Ontario police beating demonstrators, bu
Legislature onthe G8/G20 Summitshidden faces and badge numbe
holds Toronto Police ChiefBill Blair prevented individual officers from
responsible for much of thebeing identified. Civilian police Thisunidentified copwas photographed beating protesters ontwo
violence. The Ontario Liberal overseers like the Specialseparate occasions during the G20 protests last June.

Cabinet is responsible for givingInvestigations Unit (SIU) claimed

provincial election next October,
there is fear the Act could be used
again by a very right-wing Tory
government if the Liberals don't
scrap it now.

Inastrange twist, the Tories are
casting themselves as defenders
of democracy as they respond to
the Marin Report and attack the
Liberals. This is more of the
dangerous right-wing populism
that snookered Toronto in the civic
elections.

The Communist Party of Canada
(Ontario) is calling for a full public
inquiry, and for scrapping the
Public Works Protection Act. The
threat to democracy and civil
libertiesis serious, even more so as
civilian oversight bodies
responsible for holding police to
account have proven incapable
and powerless.

police extraordinary powers, with their hands were tied. choked with criminal chargesMarin: the implementation of Establishing strong civilian
a regulatory change to the Public TheToronto Starcalled onthe against cops who assaultednartial law in Toronto, the controls over police, and
Works Protection Act which publicto sendin photos and videogpeaceful protesters. Many ofthosarbitrary mass arrest anddemocratic controls over
effectively allowed police to showing the vicious police attackassaulted have signed onto a clasetention of 1105 people, and thé_egislatures and Parliaments, is
implement martial law in Toronto. on Adam Nobody, whose case haaction suit against all the policesuspension of civil liberties andvital. This will be a crucial part of
The Public Works Protection Act come to symbolize the brutalityforces involved (from acrossdemocratic rights. the struggle to curb corporate
is World War Il legislation, intended and the lies and cover-ups thaCanada), provincial, federal, and The McGuinty government is power in Canada, says the CPC
for use inawar situation. Police andollowed. The response was hugemunicipal governments, plusnow in damage control, debating(Ontario). The fight for democracy
parliaments useditto declare war oincluding new photos identifying named individuals. The issue inwhetherto amend orkill the Publicis at the centre of almost every

more than 40,000 Canadianghe police whobeatNobody withinthis class action is nailed by AndreWorks Protection Act. With a struggle todaye

exercising their civil and aninchofhislife. Still, Chief Blair
constitutional rights to legally hasresisted arresting the identified
assemble, demonstrate, and speakficers, claiming internal
out against the Summits, and therocedures trump criminal charges
austerity policies being imposedagainst the officers.
acrosstheglobe, includinginCanada. In fact, police brutality was so
Many of those arrested werewidespread the courts would be

Excerpt from a resolution
adopted by the Central
Committee, Communist
Party of Canada, Nov. 28,
2010
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the stakes are high for all workers,
and for the future of Canada.

This attack is the latest
expression of aglobal offensive by
big capital against the Worklngol
conditions, wages, pensions an OCked OUt S
quality of life won over generations
by the working class...

Ed Bil enjoys a rare moment of relaxation at a park in Toronto.

Unite in solidarity with
Steelworkers in Hamilton!

requires fleet footwork and heavyto achieve victory over U.S. Steel.
counter-punching, and this is the The Communist Party of Canada
part of Ontario where the battlefieldurges full supportfor Local 1005 inits
favours the workers. Everythingfightto end the lockout, and to defend
needed to fight is here, includingworkers’ pensions and their
working class traditions and a localcommunity. The future of Canada’s
The lockout of 900 Steelworkerspolitical environment which industrial economic base and
inHamilton, whichbeganonNov. 7,opposes U.S. Steel’s destructivesovereignty also make it urgent to
is much more than a local struggleattacks. What is left of the Ontariofight for public ownership and dem
U.S. Steel wants to shut downindustrial heartland cradlesocratic control of the steel industry.
production in Hamilton, and seeksHamilton. Most of the CAW  We call on the Ontario trade
to force USW Local 1005 membersmembership is within 100 kilo- union movement to close ranks
and 9,000 retirees to switch to ametres. Thousands of industrialand join this fight, and to rally the
market-based defined contributionworkers can reach the picket linesabour movement across Canada.
pension plan rather than thewithin hours. The catalyst, theWith unity and more unity, this
established defined benefitplan. Bumuscle, the heart and soul are hererucial struggle can be wom!

Billooard camp aign for

teelworkers

Locked out workers at Hamilton’s US Steel plant are wasting no
time getting their message out: the issue with US Steel is about

In recent issues, we have written about some of the People’s Voicghe attacks on public sectorCanadian control of the economy, a Canadian steel industry, and the
volunteers whose efforts make it possible to publish twice a montlworkers by the provincial rights and dignity of labour to decent living standards and quality of

One such volunteer is Toronto’s Ed Bil, a longtime supporter of thevernments, the theft of theirlife for workers and retirees.

Canadian Tribunewhich folded in 1991. WheReople's Voickdegan wages and benefits, andthe transfer USW Local 1005 is embarking on a campaign to buy billboards in
publication early in 1993, Ed stepped forward to offer his assistarafe public wealth into corporate Hamilton that would put the union’s position in bright lights, one
Having retired from his working career as a taxi driver, Ed was lookiogffers through tax breaks, is part ofoonie at a time. Involving the whole community in raising the

for creative ways to help build our newspaper.

this stage of the offensive. So wer@pproximately $700 per billboard is a way of building unity and

With his interestin photography, itwas an easy choice. Ed began takiiegrecent attacks on autoworkersolidarity, and pushing back against local media that are not much
photos at picket lines and demonstrations, and his contributions quicklgl on Vale-Inco workers. Cheerednore than company mouthpieces, say the locked out workers.

became aregular feature in our pages. He took some courses, learninghe Harper government’s reward

In solidarity, the Ontario Bureau of People’s Voice is contributing

develop black and white pictures in his home darkroom to cut down cast¥ale in the form of a billion dollar $100 to the union’s billboard campaign. “Getting the truth out about

Ed'’s skills became invaluable when the so-called “Common Seitw, U.S. Steel has launched itdJS Steel and its attempts to fleece 900 workers and 9,000 retirees by
Revolution” of the Harris Tories hit Ontario. In response to devastatatgack on USW Local 1005, eagerlythreatening to close up shop in Canada is pretty important,” said PV
cuts to social programs, public education, and health care, the peopttodsing the lockout tactic to getEditor Kimball Cariou. “We're sending $100 to help the union get the
Ontario were soon in the streets, marching against the far right agehdaction started sooner. U.S. Stestory out, and to show our solidarity with the union and the people

at Queen’s Park. Grassroots resistance blossomed into the fam@assthe arrogance of privilege like
“Days of Action,” arolling series of one-day walkouts which shut dovammourwhich gives itimmunity from
cities across the province. its violation of the conditions of its

of Hamilton in their struggle for jobs,
pensions and a future.”

The union is planning a Day of

At every major Day of Action, Ed Bil was there with his camera. Hgirchase of Stelco, conditions
photos could form the basis of a powerful pictorial documentary of thikich the Harper government |
upsurge of working class political action, which lasted some two yeae$uses to enforce. This must not b

A few years ago, Ed reluctantly joined a different “revolutiongllowed!
purchasing his first digital camera. Going digital has made it easier tdhe Hamilton Steelworkers, as
send photos directly by email to our editorial office. they have done since their historic

We also note that Ed has another crucial responsibility, as $tdke of 1946, have thrown down
volunteer in charge of mailing to our subscribers in eastern Canabla.gauntlet. This cannot become
Without him (and his counterpart, Ed Pedersen in Vancouver), we waandther Sudbury - a tactic of “whoSteelworkers in Hamilton
be forced to pay much more to get the paper to our readers. will last longer” will not bring are raising funds for

Many thanks to Ed from the PV Editorial Board! We look forward tgictory against another giantbillboards "one loonie at
printing your photos for many years to corme! transnational. This struggleatime"

Action on January 29 at the Hamilton
Convention Centre, endorsed by the
OFLandCLC. Solidarity actions include
a call for motions of support from local
unions and Labour Councils across the
country. Check out the website at
www.uswal005.caforupdates.

Contributions and messages of
supportto USW Local 1005 can be sent
to: 350 Kenilworth Avenue North,
Hamilton, ON, L8H 4T3, or by email
to <info@uswa1005.ca>.®
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BC Federation moves to biennial conventions

By Sam Hammond militant stance against the
corporate-government agenda.
The British Columbia  The Executive Report was &
Federation of Labour Conventionblistering analysis of the corporate
from Nov. 29-Dec. 3was the swanattack on the working class in BC
song of the annual conventionsalthough not placed in exactly|
that have been traditional in BC. those words. It covered the groun
The BC Fed changed itsthoroughly and made theimportan
constitution to move to a connections internationally and
convention every two years. ThisCanada wide - the globalization o
was done with the passing of acapital, the spread of recessiongs
composite resolution that alsoetc. The report highlighted “hard|§
added provisions for at least twotimes and hard bargaining”, the
regional conferences outside théooming pension crisis, the attack
lower mainland betweenon public education,
conventions, and beginning inapprenticeships, health care
2011 aprovincial conference everysocial services, women, huma
two years focusing on rights and the “nightmare in the
strengthening and building thewoods” violations of safety, labour
union movement. Also containedcode and human rights. The list is
in the resolution was the provisolonger than can be dealt with here
that the time, place and delegatéut it is a damning indictment of
entitlement for these activities bethe Liberal corporate agenda. It id -
determined by the Executiveacomprehensive, wellresearchedhere was a sea of 250 empty chairs vacated by CUPE delegates
Council. and valuable document, warningas CLC President Ken Georgetti addressed the BC Fed
There had beenin the resolutiorthat “things will get worse before Convention. (Photo: K. Cariou)
books aresolution from CUPE thatthey get better”.

Ly BEw i - A
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Ontario Federation of Labour and
the Ontario Labour Councils. The
withdrawal of NUPGE will have
serious political and economic
vibrations in Labour from coast to
coast. Suffice it to say at this time
thatthe “business trade unionism”
which creates these antagonisms
between competing (raiding)
unions is the exact opposite of the
kind of unity and singleness of
purpose that the entire working
class deserves from Labour.

The Executive report correctly
said “things will get worse before
they get better”. The battle plan of
capitalism is available from the
World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, and it is simple.
We must go without so they can
continue to plunder us and our
habitat. The weakness of labour,
with all due respect to the spirit of
resistance that is rippling through
the ranks, is the perception that
things will get better, that this
offensive of capital is one of the

called for a Constitutional The Political Action Report floor model presented labour andAlthough NUPGE declared its cyclical phenomena where the
Convention every year. However,illustrated the conundrums andits agendaas more ofan NDP farnintent to remain in Provincial downturnwillinevitably bottom out
CUPE had pulled its 250 delegatesontradictions of political action team than a broader and moréederations and Labour Councilsand startits way upward again. Itis
from the meeting and theiras it is understood - or notpotent social movement. TheKen Georgetti has called in thequestionable thatthiswas ever quite
resolution never made it to theunderstood - in the labourreportwas heavily slanted towarddetter of the constitution to declareaccurate except with blinders on,
floor. The resolution on the two- movement. Contained in the mairproviding money and cadre to thethem outfederally, provincially and but it is definitely not the case in
year conventions passed with amlelegate package with theNDP,whileavoiding meticulously locally after a cooling off or last today’s world. The economic,
easy majority of those presentresolutions and other reports, thehe political meltdown within the negotiating period ending constitutional and policing means
Although the procedure was quitePolitical Action Report was more NDP, its lack of working class December 31. The BCGEUunderway are methods to control
legal, many delegates werecomprehensive thanthe shortenedlternatives, and its continuousdelegates were seated at thasandmake ourpresentconditions
surprised that such an importantversion given on the floor. The courtship of labour's corporate convention because they are nathe beginning of anewworld order;
issue was decided in the absence enemies. There was no mention obfficially outtill Dec. 31, and there check outthe Lisbon Agreementin
of the CUPE delegates. the need for the kind of street levels still time to search for a solution.Europe again. These are not in

Jim Sinclair was re-elected ag | political action that so many of theBut CUPE-BC did a very strangeanticipation of areturn to prosperity.
President, butone change did com 1| militant youth and social activiststhing, removing their delegates The BC Fed is a good working
atthe leadership level, whenlong demonstrated this past yearfrom the convention in protest ofclass organization, butthe time we
time secretary-treasurer Angele throughout the Olympics andBCGEU's presence, leaving a hugdiave to analyze whatis needed for
Schira declined to stand for re- around a myriad of issues. Theblock of empty seats right in thethe protection of working people is
election. This avoided an election HST initiative was dealt with middle of the convention floor. constricting. The struggle is on,
contest against Irene Lanzinger| obliquely, reflecting different This unfortunate developmentand our youth cannot wait out
former president of the BC approachesto thisissue within theobbed the convention of one oftheirlives while trade unionleaders
Teachers’ Federation, which labour movement. the most important public unionssquabble over territory. The
joinedthe BC Fed afewyears agd A couple of well reasonedin BC. However, the Hospital concept expressed in the Political
The BCTF's reputation as one of speeches critical of the report werdEmployees Union, a CUPE affiliate, Action Report, that working people
the province’s more militantunions well received by the delegates. Thestayed on the floor. willagree to pay more taxesifthey
was bolstered by their two-week other speeches were the usual knee This issue deserves a separatget value, is a dangerous social
strike in 2005, a struggle in which jerk plaudits to social democracy.analysisinan upcomingissue. Thelemocratic falsehood. People
the teachers won broad public A few days earlier, NUPGE CLC has made rulings on raiding,cannot pay more. The wealth of the
support and fought the Campbellin one of her first speeches as  announced its withdrawal from theaffiliations and dispute settlementcountry must be liberated and put
Liberals to a draw over the issueBC Federation of Labour CLCbecause ofitsdiscontentoveoverthe years thatare quite franklyat the disposal of social need. Any
of teaching and learningsecretary-treasurer, Irene several years of the CLC's failureall over the map. Thereis adisput®ther approach will drive the
conditions. In her new position, Lanzinger spoke to a Dec. 11 toeffectively deal withthe problem brewing in Ontario with the peopleintothe arms ofthe populist
Lanzinger is expectedto strengthemally for global climate justicein  of raiding. This caused a majorElementary Teachers that couldight wing and their anti-tax
the forces which advocate a moré/ancouver. probleminthe BC Fed convention.have serious repercussions for thdisguise @

B.C. NDP: what’ s behind the divisions?

CCF “radicals” might challenge during his three years in office.corporations thatthey had nothingpolitical spectrum.
their lucrative control over British Inconveniently for the “class war” to fear. Even at BC Federation of Premier Campbellimmediately
Columbia’s vast resource wealth harrative spread by the right wing,Labour conventions, James sperttanded the NDP a gift, ramming

Internal strife is nothing new for closed ranks to fend off electoralBarrett also passed back-to-workmore time placating the businesshrough the HST over howls of
the New Democratic Party in B.C.threats. legislation against strikingworkers.sector than addressing urgenangerfrom British Columbians. But
The sudden resignation of Carole One examplewasinVancouver, Bythetime Mike Harcourtwon labour issues. the NDP leadership refused to state
James on Dec. 6 opensthe door fawhere the so-called “Non-Partisarthe 1991 election, the traditional Voters upset by the destructivethat this massive giveaway to the
an NDP leadership conventionAssociation” united developers“left” within the NDP had lost policies of the Campbell Liberalsbusiness sector should be
early in 2011. Some pundits haveand other capitalist interests tostrength. The NDP governmentsearly gave James an unexpectechncelled, or to demand reversal of
declared that the next election igorevent CCFers, Communists anafthat decade did little to challengevictory in 2005, when the NDP the huge tax cuts to the wealthy
already over, awarding the B.C.other progressives from winningthe domination of big capital. But jumped from two seats to 33. and the corporations. The anti-
Liberals victory in advance. But control of City Hall. The Social despite this reality and the NDP’s This return to historic levels HST campaign was largely taken
the complex situation defies easyCredit party was essentially asuccess in “balancing the books”of support encouraged the NDPover by right-wing “anti-tax”
analysis or safe predictions. coalition of Liberals and they were still portrayed by theleadership to repeat the saméorces.

The same pundits are screamin@onservatives, blocking the CCFcorporate media as wild-spendingstrategy in 2009. But by thistime, Even so, divisions on the right
about “class warriors” trying to (later the NDP) from winning a kooks and radicals, under thethe Liberals had made a tacticakeemed to point to an easy NDP
take over the party. Consideringmajority. thumb of “bigunions.” Glen Clark, shift, trying to appear lessvictoryin2013.Butthe arithmetic
the brutal attacks by the Campbell Such electoral strategies weravho rose from an east Vancouveconfrontational. Many voters changed dramatically with
Liberals against health carebacked up by propagandalabourorganizerto NDP Premier,were disappointed whenthe NDPCampbell's resignation. Suddenly
workers, poor people, teacherscondemningthelabourmovementyas a frequent target of suchrefused to make a strongthe possibility emerged thataless
students, the disabled, Aboriginalwhere the Communist Party had attacks for his progressive rhetoriccommitment to restore spendingunpopular Liberal leader might call
peoples and other targets, the reatrong influence in many trade When Carole Jameswas electetbr public education and healthan early election and defeat the
“class warriors” are the right-wing unions, labour councils, and localdeader in 2003, the NDP back-rooncare. The result was a huge droDP.
politicians who have terrorised theacross the province. clique reverted to a socialin voter turnout, and minimal Meanwhile, the NDP caucus
province for the past decade. In 1972, Dave Barrett led thedemocratic formula which hasgains for the NDP. Clearly, thewas warned last summer that the

Butthis bizarre accusation goesNDP to victory, adopting reforms usually failed: appeal to bigparty had alienated manyprovincial cofferswere supposedly
back to the 1930s, when the wessuch as public auto insurance anflusiness, and shift policies to thdraditional supporters, without
coast ruling class, terrified thatthe Agricultural Land Reserveright. The new leader “reassured’attracting the centre-right of the

PV Vancouver Bureau
Commentary

see B/C. NDP, page 11
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EDIT ORIALS

New attacks on free speech

The furious attack against free speech in Canada escalated

in early December, with outrageous slanders in the Ontp

of Toronto student whose 100-page MA thesis examines
Zionist Holocaust remembrance programs. Peto is a Je
descendant of Holocaust survivors, but this did not prevent t

politicians from making wild statements that her scholarship i

“astoundingly anti-Semitic.”

Not surprisingly, Clark and Hoskins, along with corporate me
pundits who jumped into attack Peto, have never read her thesis
can'’t be bothered to check out the facts, such as the reality th
Palestine solidarity movements unite powerful contingents of pe
from Jewish, Muslim, Arab and many other backgrounds and bel
Yes, there are vile expressions of anti-Semitismin Canada, buta

entirely by white supremacist gangs, not human rights activistp.

comes knocking. And kudos to those who courageously re
these pressures, like Burnaby Mayor Derek Corrigan, and U
administrators who have defended Jenny Seto’s right to engal
scholarly research.

Remember the prisoners

remember the victims of reactionary regimes who remain impriso
There are countless such prisoners around the globe; here a
a few of the sisters and brothers whose freedom must be a
priority for the people’s movements.

*The Five Cuban Heroe&erardo Hernandez, Antonio Guerrero,
Ramon Labanino, Fernando Gonzalez, Rene Gonzalezonvicted
for the “crime” of exposing the plans by CIA-backed exile gang
commit further terrorist attacks against the Island of Freedom
* Liliany Obando, trade union activist on trial in Colombia as pa
of the “Farc-politica” frame-up by the regime against those W
stand up for labour rights and democracy.

* American Indian Movement leadeeonard Peltier, convicted 34
years ago on a phony murder charge, and Indigenous adtifiist
Graham, recently found guilty of murder on the flimsiest of eviden
in a South Dakota trial.

* Mumia Abu-Jamal, the Black Panther journalistin Philadelph
whose courageous Death Row struggle for freedom continue
years after his original legal lynching in 1982.

* Mordechai Vanunu, the scientist jailed repeatedly since expos
the “secrets” of Israel’'s massive nuclear weapons program.
* Marwan Barghouti, the popular Palestinian leader serving five |
sentences after trials conducted by the occupation author
which he rightly considers illegal.

* Mansour Osamloq leader of the Tehran bus drivers unio
repeatedly jailed by the Iranian regime since 2005.

As we prepare to celebrate New Year 2011, it's approprialF
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Letters to the Editor

Bevo|ution 18 of Port-au-Prince quickly developedrelationship with many of Haiti's
t .. into a warzone; on one side themore despised leaders, such as
edistreets Of Haltl people of Haiti, armed with anything Rene Preval. Though he is against
e just and everything they could find, onan American presence in Haiti and
high |t has been almost a year novthe other the Haitian police andis extremely active infighting HIV-
since the violent earthquake thamilitary. The riots are still ongoing, AIDS in his country, he was born
shook the Haitian nation in Januaryas the populist Michel Martelly hasinto and has lived his whole life
and yet despite the billions indeclared he will fight the corruptedamong Haiti’'s ruling elite - he even
5 l0“humanitarian aid” that was election and contest Celestin aftepnce ran a night club frequented
poured into Haiti at a rate unheardhe declaration of the election’sby the country’s military leaders,
" of, the country remains in preliminaryresults. and is the son of a higher-up in a
hoshambles. Cholera runs ramped Yetwhyis it, that with a period petroleum plant - and remains very
throughout Port-au-Prince, andof a month between the electionmuch its representative, despite
millions of the city’s population date and the declaration of thehis philanthropy to Haiti's poor.
still live in ad hoc refugee campselection’s preliminary results, the  What will come of the Haitian
C€ and millions more live in people of Haitirioted continuously revolution? Obviously, a political
substandard housing. Clearforthatentire period oftime, despitecataclysm is occurring right before
a drinking water has become aluxuryseveral deaths among the rioters@ur eyes in the battered Caribbean
S 285 has decent food to eat and a This is because what's nationofHaiti. Butastowhetherthe
paying job. With all this suffering, happening in Haiti is more thanpeople will triumph in this struggle,
NJ the flames of discontent amongustariot, it's afull blown revolution. it is hard to tell. For one, they are
the Haitian people have alreadyThe people of Haiti have made abeing represented by someone who
f? been lit. What's now fanned theconscious decision that thedoesn'tactually representtheirtrue
ielames was the most recent travestgystem the live under doesn’tworkinterests. Secondly, they are faced
that Haiti has suffered - the deathThis system of corrupted electionswith some of the best armed men in
. of democracy. a massive income gap betweemll of Haiti, when things break down
Last month, the Haitian nationalrich and poor and cruise shipdodirectlyinsurrectionary level. For

* Alex Hundert, anti-G20 activist arrested before the Summit I@st glections were on. During that,sailing by while people starve onnow, we can but watchn as the

June, and repeatedly imprisoned since then. (Messages to HU
can be sent c/o Toronto West Detention Centre, 111 Disco Rd
Box 4950, Rexdale ONM9W5L6.)

ndefbusands upon thousands ofhe streets, they recognize that it isewsimages offire and smoke inthe
» P@gitimate registered voters werenot right. And so, they have streets of Port-au-Prince flash, and
prevented from reaching the votingchosen to fight it, and fight for hope for the best for the seemingly
stations once they declared theisomeone they trust, the antiperpetuallytroubled Haitian people.
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support for anyone but the handAmerican populist Martelly.
picked successorto former president However, Martelly may not be
Rene Preval - Jude Celestin. Théhe best candidate himself. He is
people were outraged, andthe streekhiown to have openly fostered g ™ ™ == === m=—=—"=a

I Renew
Harper 's “tribute” y  today!

As reported in th&lobe and Maibf Oct. 26, 2010, Canadian Primd Check your label
Minister Stephen Harper is the latest Canadian politician to pay triblute
»tovictims of a supposedly Russian induced famine of 1933 that stafyed p|ease check the
to death ten million Ukrainians (actual Soviet citizens). address label on the
Meanwhile the Saskatchewan party is using the Saskatchei/an o
Legislature to pay tribute to the same phony famine. But, repeating front' page to see if it's
eighty year old Nazi propaganda is proof of nothing. | time to renew.
Why do | have a problem with this particular famine of 1933? Becafjse Subscribers who find
all the population demographics that can be dredged up for the Ukrairge of*2011/01/01" on their
1933 show anincrease in population, not a ten million population dechse. label, for example,

Michael Oosting, Ontario

This deliberate slandering of the Russian people goes backtothelime il have their
the Russians overthrew the Czars and established a socialist Btyle g ;
government for themselves. (A style of government much hatedlby SUbS.fr?![)ﬁ.ons expire
capitalists). The Russian people have been vilified and attacked gver wi IS ISSUE,
since by Capitalist Governments. Jan. 1-15, 2011.

Perhaps Mr. Harper could take some time out from paying tribufit‘o o
victims of a phoney famine and explain why Canada along with some ~ DON’'t miss a
other capitalist countries sent troops to Russia to make war on thehew single copy -
Russian government. For what compelling reason did Canada do that? renew today!

permission provided the source is credited.
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Henry Neufeld, Waldeck, SaskatChewal mm mm mm = -
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Mar xist

ked Theory Today

Time for a global anti-imperialist
front, says Miguel Figueroa

related question of alliances, an
their criticalimportance in our work.
Some mightbe inclined to think tha
conducting a persistentideologica
struggle against reformism and
opportunism is incompatible with
our efforts to build and strengthe
alliances with other social, class
Esteemed Delegates, deaand political forces within and
Comrades, among the labour and popula
Our Party joins with all others in forces. On the contrary, both unit
expressing our gratitude to itsand struggle are absolutely
organizers and especially our hostsssential and dialectically inter-|
the South African Communist Partyconnected. The struggle will neve
for convening this important advance without the highest leve
meeting of our international ofunityinactionwithintheranksofC
movement. And we pay tribute tolabour, and together with its closes}
this beautiful land and its resolutesocial allies. And yet the

Presentation to the 12th
International Meeting of
Communist & Workers’
Parties, Dec. 3-5, 2010, in
South Africa, by Miguel
Figueroa, leader of the
Communist Party of Canada

ommunist Party of Canada
eader Miguel Figueroa

spoken of the necessity for such &aking some limited but valuable
globaldemocratic and anti-imperialistinitiatives between meetings, such
front of struggle, to defend nationalas drafting and issuing joint party
sovereignty, to maintain regional andstatements on critical regional and
world peace, and to counterinternational issues.
imperialism’'seconomicandmilitary  The Communist Party of Canada
aggression around the world. Buhas been a strong proponent of
whathavewe Communistsconcretelyhis process from the very
done to breathe life into this idea? I®eginning, and we continue to
it not time, comrades, for our partiessupport its work today and into the
to jointly consider this matter in afuture. Thatsaid, itis our view that
serious way, and to come forwardhis processis rapidly approaching
with some proposalstogive apoliticala crossroad in its development.
and organizational expression to théike any other social or natural
formation of such a front? process, our process must either
Allow me to conclude with some grow and develop, or else it will
brief comments about our ownwither and die...
process - the International Comrades, we realize that as a

people, and especially to its manyachievement of such unity require2009 at an international gathering irleetings of Communist & Workers small Communist Party, we are not
revolutionary leaders and martyrs an unremitting “battle of ideas” Caracas, President Hugo ChaveParties. Over the past twelve yearsn the position to contribute many
past and present - who have helpedgainst those forces and currentsame forward with an interesting, ifthis process has developed bothew resources to our collective
to forge a pathway to a brighterwhichfear militancy and seekinsteacallso somewhat bewildering politically and organizationally. The efforts to deepen our process, but
future, to a socialist future. accommodation and outrightproposalfora“New International”. agreement to establish a Workingve urge all parties to seriously
Comrades, our party shares theollusion with the class enemy. ScOur Party decided to publicly Group several years ago was areflect on this question over the
analysis of the current globalwe must battle on both of thesewithholdcommentonthisproposalimportant step forward. The coming period, and leading up to
economic crisis that has beerfronts simultaneouslyin our political as did most other parties around th&/orking Group has played aour next meeting. Let us grow and
expressed repeatedly over thevork. world. We felt that it was first decisive role not only in preparingdevelop, comrades; it is far better
course of this any other exchanges How should we approach thenecessary to learn more about théor our annual meetings but also inthan the alternatives
since its onsetin 2008: thatitdid nostruggle for alliances? Our Partythinking behind this idea, what its
arise as a result of errors,considers it quite wrong to payproposed programmatic basid
mismanagement or inadequatdip-service’ to alliance-building, would be, its structure and
mechanisms of regulation, butratheand then to proceed as if we are thexembership rules, and so on, before
as an inevitable consequence obnly game in town’, so to speak -taking a formal position. It is now
the dynamics of this rotten,tobelieve thatwe alone are privy taobvious that the idea was not fully
exploitative system itself, thatthe truth, andtobehaveinanarrovthought through, and has been
monopoly capital is using this crisisor sectarian manner, as Presidemuietly shelved or abandoned. If
not only to protect its interests, butZuma reminded us yesterday. the intention was to form an
to squeeze even more advantage It is equally if not more Internationalinthe spiritof the First
out of this situation at the expenseémpermissible however for the International led by Marx and
of the working class and the peopleCommunists to enter into alliancesEngels, or of the 3rd Communist
that the struggle of the workersandn a self-effacing way, making International, thenthe proposal was
theiralliesto defendtheirjobs, livingunprincipled political and grossly premature and hopeless|
standards and social/political rightddeological concessions for the sakenuddled. But what if President
from the impact of the crisis of maintaining unity, and jettisoning Chavez had something else inmind
objectively constitutes a challengethe independent role of theWhat if he was thinking about the
to the capitalist system as a wholeCommunist Party in the processneedto build a structural vehicle fof
even if they are not always orThis is the route to tailism in the aninternational democratic and anti
completely conscious of that fact;shortrun, andtoliquidationismoverimperialist front instead? What
and finally, that therefore thethe longer term. We go down thatwould have been our attitude inthaf ]2t INTERNATIONAL MEETING
revolutionary leadership role of theroad at our peril, comrades. case?
Communistpartiesineachcountry A few words about anti- This begs a larger question

is absolutely consequential andmperialist solidarity at the comrades.OurParty,and manyothe sOf communist und workers Pa”ies

decisive. international level. In September ofsitting in this hall today, have long

o~

~NJ

Irish Communists at rally against the EU/IMF "bailout"

the Irish people. either here in Ireland or in the
Working people will pay a very members-statesin general, needto
heavy price over the comingthink again.
decades forthe deal beingimposed It is the first duty of the state to
by the EU and ECB and the IMF.protect all its citizens. We need to
Thousands of jobs will be lost,break whatever EU rules and
hospitals will close, class sizes willtreaties are necessary in order to
grow even worse. protect the interests of the Irish
Those who still harbour the people, and to set about a
illusion thatthe European Unionisfundamental change in economic
somehow good for working people,policy and directione

been sufficiently united, militant
But the crisis is far from over, Ireland, Nov. 29, 2010 unpayable debt.
follows that it is still possible to the needs and interests of Elthe same people who negotiate
class and working people on bottthat should have been allowedparties have pushed ou
turn require a most unremitting
REDS ON THE WEB
of our countries, and certainly

It is true, as the comrade
d ofo )
IMF, ECB and EU are sacrificing
and purposeful to seize the
initiative, and as a result the ruling
comrades. Rather, ithas entered its It is clear that the Irish [&
second stage of maturation, one The imposed “solution” to establishment put up little if any
change the outcome of this crisisfinance houses, in particular tothe Lisbon Treaty while admitting
to shift the balance of class forcesserman banks. The Nationalthat they had not even read it.
the national and internationalto go to the wall from the country into over the last four
levels. But for working class beginning. decades is now being laid bare
struggle against all shades of
reformism, opportunism and clasg
www.communist-party.ca
withinthe leading imperialist state WWW-pQOPIQSVOICe- ca
themselves. This is the mos

president of COSATU said
the Irish le t th
classes have so far been able to p p
likely to be far more protracted andthe Irish state’s growing andresistance to the demands bein
against international financePension Fund is now to be The dependent relationshipi
resistance and fightback to grow, The punitive interestrate of 5.8 They have now put the interest -
collaborationism which still
important and urgent task facing WWW.YCI-I]C.C&

yesterday, that in general the
working class response has not
recovetLand.sIeerdtevelopments ®Qtatement by the onI trt\_e pe:\[ﬂple.tThere |3_nto ottrr]l_e
serve their interests. Communist Party of solution than to repudiate thi
painful than its opening round. If deepening crisis is to make everymposed by our so-called “partners’
this assessment is accurate, thengfterson an indentured servant tin the European Union. These ar

. . . . . . ]
capital and in favour of the working squandered to bail out bankswith the EU that all three main [
and for fresh advances andper cent is unpayable withoutof saving the euro and Germa ‘_
victories to be achieved, this will in enormous hardship being inflictedbond-holders before those o
dominate within the leadership of]
the trade union movement in mos
the Communists today, in our view! WWW.solidnet.Org

Allow me now to turn to the
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Youth Festival delegates
- 2. welcomed with fireworks,
weae  fRi€@NAship and solidarity

Youth & Students

youth, about fifteen, appear from The rain has ended and back ounarched behind a banneroccupationand the fightforpeace.
around the corner of the buildingon the street a bus has stoppediemanding that a better Canadai$hey are U.S. delegates who
DECEMBER 13 - The opening in a quick-step run. Their fists areSuddenly Latin American music possible, and with flags from denounce their country’s foreign
ceremonies of the World Festival ofin the air and their voices fill the blares as the delegates get off and@Québec, Aboriginal nations policy. They are from Nepal and
Youth and Students wrapped upspace with a powerful yetbeautifuldance party appears in the streeincluding the red Mohawk Unity talking about the struggle to
with abang, as fireworks explodedstruggle song in one of Southjoined by a crowd of small SouthFlag, and the Canadian flag. defeat the monarchy and now win
over a large sports stadium in @frica’s many national languages.African children dancing with the = We are learning that the youngdemocracy and for socialism.
township outside Pretoria. The delegation gets larger andlelegates. As the music fades thpeople all over the world do not People’'s Voicewill feature
Delegates had just heard Presidenheir chants echo off the big festivalscene seemsto almostblurinthe heatccept the miserable future offerednterviews from the festival in
Zumawelcome themto South Africa,hall buildings. Young people join in but the diversity and energy of thisthem by capitalism and subsequentissues. Already young
and the leader of the Africanand follow them. Then anothertremendous event, the largest antimperialism. They yearn for anewsocialists and communists from
National Congress Youth Leaguedelegationappearswithagiantbannemperialist gathering of youth andworld and a different social order,diverse countries such as Palestine,
calledfor free public education and- Our country will never again be astudentsinthe world, becomes cleathat puts people first. They areWestern Sahara, the United Arab
putting the economy under thecolony, it proclaims. The chanting The delegations from Africa arefrom Spain, talking about the Emirates, Hungry, Paraguay and
people’s control. and singing grows. Inthe backgroundhe largest. There are big groups frorstrikes and protests. Iraqi Kurds,Vietnam have been interviewed
Some delegations are still inare giant Vietnamese flags. Angola, Zimbabwe, Libya, Algeria, talking about ending the about strugglesin their countmy.
arrival. The opening gates and The South African sunshine isand South Africa, but also smaller
registration are aflurry ofactivityasslipping away and bold delegations from countries like
youth people from all over Africa, thunderstorms appear on a horizoSenegal, Mozambique, and Egyp
butalso Asia, Europe, Latin Americaof small rolling hills with a beige There are also sizable delegatio
and North America enter thedried grass. The rain falls andfrom SriLanka, India, the Democratic
Festival looking tired but excited. people rush indoors. Turning intoRepublic of Korea, Spain, France
Atthe Festival grounds, arounda large hall, young people are seateBrazil, Cuba, and Venezuela.
the Tshwane University of behind a main podium discussing Forty young delegates arg
Technology and the Tshwane Faipeace, sovereignty and sociabttending from Canada, including
grounds, there are some logisticairansformation in their respectiveyouth activists from the Canadia
challenges, but a great mood otountries. The currentspeaker fronfFederation of Students, the Québe
friendship and solidarity as youngBahrain is declaring the need tasolidaire political party, numerous
people from diverse backgroundsreak with US imperialism in the local student organizations,
and different ideologies gather. Middle Eastwith aseries oflengthyseveral locals of the Canadia
Aword picture for readersis notbut powerful slogans. Union of Public Employees and
adequate. Picture a street closed There are problems withthe Canadian Union of Posta
from traffic flowing with young translation and the delegates ar@/orkers, Palestine solidarity
people of all nationalities andhungry because the food has naactivists, queer youth, young
peoples, some draped with nationayet arrived, but people are excitedMétis and First Nations delegates
flags, others wearing sports jacket&veryone has stories of newQuébequoise youth andthe Youn
in their country’s colours, or just countries they have just met, whaCommunist League of Canada.
casual shorts and t-shirtsthey have told them, gifts Inthe opening ceremonies theDelegate from Bangladesh at the WFYS opening ceremony in
Suddenly agroup of South Africanexchanged. All-Canada delegation proudly South Africa on Dec. 13.

By Johan Boyden

International Communist meeting in South  Africa

Special to PV Party,_who_welcomedthed_elegatesnly system best_ capablt_e Qfeconomic tra_msformation _of theattendeq a 25th anniv_ersary
to this “first ever meeting of destroyingallthe vestiges of capitalispost-apartheid South Africa, tocelebration of the creation of

Over 100 delegates representingommunist and workers’ partiesexploitation, gender oppressionandddress the deepening inequalitfCOSATU. Following the
51 parties from around the worldon the African continent”. He the national oppression of theand poverty.” conference, delegates were taken
cametogetherinearly Decemberinhanked the parties for theirpeople of our country. He also spoke of South Africa’'son tours of the Soweto and
the municipality of Tshwane decades-long solidarity with the “In otherwords, the completion unshakeable solidarity with Mamelodi Townships, and visited
(whichincludesthe city of Pretoria), cause of national liberation, anti-of the tasks of the nationalsocialist Cuba, with the justFreedomPark, MandelaHouse,and
South Africa for the 12th annualcolonial and anti-imperialist democratic revolution can only bestruggle of the Palestinian peopleyarious monuments to the

International Meeting of struggles. achieved under a socialistand with the struggles of thestruggles and sacrifices of the
Communist and Workers’ Parties Nzimande centred his remarksdispensation.” people of Western Sahara. people, culminating in an emotional
(IMCWP). on the current situation in South Another highlight of the  Heevenjokedwiththe delegatevisit to the world-renowned

This meeting chose asitstheme\frica, noting that the “first opening session was the greetingbout a chance encounter withApartheid Museum.
the deepening systemic crisis otlemocratic election in 1994 was abrought by South Africa’s Mikhail Gorbachev.Zumasaidhe The International Meeting
capitalism and the tasks ofdemocratic breakthrough... [but]itPresident Jacob Zuma. In a frankvas tempted to ask how Gorbachewmarked the beginning of a hectic
Communists in defence ofwas nota final defeat of the totalityand thoughtful 45-minute addresshad the temerity to single- month of political activity in South
sovereignty, deepening socialofreactionaryforces,thussignallingZuma began by welcoming thehandedly destroy socialism in theAfrica, which included the 3rd
alliances, strengthening the antithat the struggle for the totalCommunist delegates to SoutHJSSR, butdecided instead to posblational Congress of the Young
imperialistfrontin the struggle for emancipation of the oppressedirica, noting that “your presencea more diplomatic question: “How Communist League, and the 17th
peace, progress and socialismmajority was farfromover.” confirms our movement's didyou find the wisdom to single- World Festival of Youth and
Miguel Figueroa participated on He added that for South Africaninternationalistand anti-imperialisthandedly end the Cold War?” HisStudents, organized by the World
behalf of the Communist Party ofcommunists, “the total liberation of character.” unscripted remarks were greetedrederation of Democratic Youh.
Canada. the black people of our country, Zumaspoke candidly abouttheby thunderous laughter.

The IMCWP was opened bywhose majority is still the working challenges facing the ANC-led Over the balance of the three-da
Blade Nzimande, General Secretarglass, will not be fully realized unlessgovernment in “grappling with how meeting, representatives from mos
of the South African Communist there is a transition to socialism - theo quickly translate the freedomofthe parties addressedthe assemb
attained in 1994 to acceleratedollowing which they turned their
accessto abetter life for our peopleconsideration to the Tshwang
The national democratic Declaration (see page 7) drafted b
revolution enjoins us to work the IMCWP Working Group. All
togetherto ensure thatthe workersglelegates had the opportunity t
and the poor have access to basjmropose amendments, and following
needs such as water, educatiorg final round of discussion the
health services, social security Declarationwasfurtheramendedan
electricity, roads and other basicadopted unanimously, making it the
necessities.” centrepiece and main

He said that the Tripartite accomplishment of the meeting.
Alliance -the ANC,the Communist Despite this heavy agenda
Party and the trade union centratlelegates also joined a publicrall
COSATU - accepts as its “keyin Johannesburg in solidarity with
Some of the IMCWP delegates visiting Mandela House. responsibility to shape thethe Cuban Five, and many lateiISACP leader Blade Nzimande
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The Tshwane Declaration:

Capitalism’ s trajectory threatens human civilization

The 12th International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties took place
in Tshwane, South Africa from Dec. 3-5, on the theme “The deepening sys-
temic crisis of capitalism. The tasks of Communists in defence of sovereignty,
deepening social alliances, strengthening the anti-imperialist front in the
struggle for peace, progress and Socialism”. 102 delegates representing 51
participating Parties from 43 countries and from all continents came together
to take forward the work of previous meetings, and to promote and develop
common and convergent action around a shared perspective. The “Tshwane
Declaration” was adopted by the parties present at the International Meeting.

Deepening capitalist character as an imperialist blockdemocratic and civil liberties,
crisis led by its main capitalist powers; aespecially trade union rights. The
distinct sharpening of the inter-retrenchments, including majorf
The international situation imperialiststruggle for markets andspending cuts in the public secto
continues to be dominated by theaccess to raw materials; expandingre having a devastating impact o e J
persisting and deepening crisis ofnilitarism, —including the workers, especially womenygung South African communists at a recent political rally.
capitalism. This reality confirms strengthening of aggressiveworkers. There are also attempts to

the analyses outlined in thealliances (forexample,the NATOdivert popular distress and . In the face of the intensified
declarations of our 2008 Sao Pauldisbon Summit with its “new” insecurity into reactionary Resistancestruggles aggression of transnational capital,
and 2009 New Delhi 10th and 11thdangerous strategic concept), thdemagogy,  racism  andof the working class the struggle against imperialist
International Meetings. The profusion of regional points of xenophobia, aswell astolegitimiseyn g popular forces occupation of countries, against

current global crisis of capitalismtension and aggression (notablfascist forces. These are economic and political
underlinesits historical limitations inthe Middle East, Asiaand Africa), expressions of anti-democraticand Across the world, capital's dependency andto defend popular
and the need for its revolutionarycoups in Latin America, the authoritarian tendencies alsoattempts to load the burden of thesovereignty has become
overthrow. It shows the intensification of neo-imperialist marked by the escalation of anti-crisis onto workers and the poorisncreasingly salient. In these
intensification of the basic tendencies of fanning ethniccommunistattacks and campaignbeing met by working class andstruggles it is important for
contradiction of capitalism conflicts and the increasinginmany partsoftheworld. In Africa, popular resistance. communists to integrate these
between the social character omilitarization of Africa through, Asia and Latin America we are Over the past year the anti-struggles with the struggle for
production and the privateamongstotherthings, AFRICOM.witnessing the imposition on ourpeople assault on labour rightssocial and class emancipation.
capitalist appropriation. Atthe same time it has becomepeoples of new mechanisms ofocial-security rights and wages Communists, fighting against
The crisis is systemic - despiteclear that capitalism's trajectorynational and class oppressionprovoked an escalation of populaimperialism, struggle for equitable
pre-2008 capitalistillusions to thewith its profit-maximising, including economic, financial, struggles notably in Europe.international relations between
contrary, capitalism cannot escapdéieadlong destruction of naturalpolitical and military means aswellImperialist aggression in thestates and peoples on the basis of
its in-built, systemic tendency toresources, and of the environmenés the deployment of an array oMiddle East, Asia and Latin mutual benefit.
go through cycles of boom andin general poses a grave threat tpro-imperialistNGOs. Americacontinuestomeetresolute The defence, consolidation and
bust. The current global crisis is @he sustainability of human However, for the mass of popular resistance. advance of popular sovereignty is
particularly severe manifestationcivilizationitself. The political elites peoples, in particularin Africa, Asia  In Africaand Latin America, anti- of particular importance in Africa
of a capitalist downturn occasionedn the dominant capitalist statesand Latin America, itis important imperialist forces, trade unions, andand for other peoples that have
by capitalist over-production. with their various proposals for to remember that, even before theocial movements have escalatedxperienced decades and even
Now, as in the past, there is nd'green technologies” and carboncurrentglobal economic crisis, life their struggles for the rights of thecenturies of colonial and semi-
answer, within the logic of trading at best representundercapitalismwas acontinuingoeople and against the plunder bgolonial oppression. 2010 marksthe
capitalism, to these periodic crisesadjustments which increase therisis, a daily struggle for barethe multinational corporations.50th anniversary of the
other than crisis itself, marked byprofitability of capital while survival. Even before the currentThese struggles have, in some casespmmencement of the formal de-
the massive and socially irrationaldeepening the commodification ofglobal crisis, one billion people ledtothe emergence of progressivesolonisation of Africa. Yet
destruction of assets - includingnature, and the transfer of climatavere living in squalid slums, andpopular national governments thaeverywhere, includinginthe African
mass job lay-offs, factory closures change crises onto less developehalf of the world‘s population was declare programmatically for nationaldiaspora, the grimlegacy ofthe slave-
and the wholesale attack on wages,ountries. The crisis of the capitalistsurviving on less than $2 a daysovereignty, social rights, trade, of colonial dispossession and
pensions, social security andsystem thatwe face as humankindVith the crisis these realities havedevelopment and for the protectiorplunder persist. Notwithstanding 50
erosion of people‘s livelihoods. is directly linked to capitalism's been massively aggravated. of their natural resources andyears of formal de-colonisation,
This is why, at our previous two inability toreproduce itselfexcept  Most of these urban and ruralbiodiversity, giving renewed everywhereimperialistinterventions
meetings, we correctly assertedhrough a voracious pursuit ofpoor, along with family membersimpetus to the anti-imperialist are reinforced, the dominance ofthe

that the current crisis was notcompound growth. Itis a crisis thatworking as vulnerable migrants instruggle. monopolies is being strengthened
merely attributable to subjectivecan only be overcome through thdoreign countries, are the displaced In the current reality, it is an withthe aid of domestic capital. The
failings, to the greed of bankers om@bolition of capitalism itself. victims of the accelerated capitalishistoric imperative that as struggle against them requires the

financial speculators. It remainsa Faced with these realities,agrarian development under-wayCommunist and Workers' Partiesactive protagonism and unity of the
crisis embedded in the systemieverywhere capital fights back,in Africa, Asiaand Latin America. we participate, to strengthen angopular masses, and the broadening
features of capitalism itself. seeking to preserve profits and taGlobal capitalism, spear-headed byransform these popular defensivef popular democratic rights.

The persisting crisis is transfer the burden of its crisisthe major corporates in the agrobattles into offensive struggles for
compounded by significant shiftsonto the working class by industrial sector, has declared wathe acquisition of broader workers'Deepening social
in the international balance ofintensifying exploitation based onon nearly one-half of humanity -and people rights and for thealliances
forces. In particular, there is thegender and age, the urban anthe three billion remaining rural abolition of capitalism.
on-going relative decline of USrural poor, and a wide range ofpeople in Africa, Asia and Latin  In advancing this strategic The ongoingcrisis of capitalism
economic global hegemony,middle strata. Exploitation is America. agenda, communists stress thand its anti-civilisation fight-back
general productive stagnation inintensified, the state is used to At the same time inhumansignificance that the organisationare creating the conditions to build
most advanced capitalistrescue private bankers andarriers are being set up againstf the working class, and theproad social, anti-monopolistic and
economies, and the emergence dfnancial houses while exposingimmigrants and refugees. There islevelopment of the struggles of theanti-imperialist alliances capable
new global economic powers,future generations to an ever-increasing mushroomingabour movementinaclass-oriente@f gaining power and promoting
notably China. The crisis hasunsustainable levels of debt, anaf urban and semi-urban slumdirection, have in the struggle fordeep, progressive, radical, and
intensified the competition there are intensified efforts to rollpopulated by  desperatetheacquisition of political power by revolutionary changes.
betweenthe imperialist centres andback social gains. marginalised masses typicallythe working class and its allies. Working class unity is a
also between the established and In the entire capitalist world, involved in a variety of activities ~ Within the framework of this fundamental factor in ensuring the
emerging powers. This includeslabour, social, economic, politicalfor survival. The acceleratedstruggle we attach particularconstruction of effective social
the US-led currency war; theand social security rights are beingapitalist agrarian transformationimportance to: alliances with the peasantry, the
concentration and centralizationabolished. At the same time thein countries with a lower level of * The defence, consolidation andmass of urban and rural poor, the
of economic and political power political systems are being madecapitalist development hasadvance of popular nationalyrban middle class strata and
within the EU deepening its more reactionary , restrictinggenocidal implications. sovereignty intellectuals. Particular attention
*The deepening of social alliancesheeds to be paid to the aspirations
* Strengthening the anti-imperialistof, and challenges confronting

N - frontf , forthe rightto full- .
i Eth IN l tRNﬁE«TIONJ&iL MEE-! ING tirr(r)1rés(t)zggliﬁftlzgrk(,)lrabgtzlr%igh(t)sLz;ndyo'L;thhe land question, agrarian

: - : social rights such as free healthreform and rural development are

- of Communist and Workers Parties and edusation. mooram lesuae Cporeme

=~ 3 e e Eth Dane e A development of popular struggle
_ d — 5th December ) . ( /

i D.aie‘ 'ﬂ"‘._ = AR L R The defence, consoli- in lesser developed countries.

Time: 8n00 dation and advance of These are inextricably linked to

Venue: Johannesburg

popular sovereignty see TSHWANE, page 11
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“ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Minimum Wage June. Shahabi was to be releasembuntry, decided not to strike thispredicts that unemployment willand working-time accords with
. on October 11 after his family year for the second consecutiveise to 14.5% in 2011, the thirdtheir own staff.
cuts in Ireland posted bail of 60 million tomans year. Buttemporary workers wantconsecutive year of recession. The

($57,103). The family saiditfurther job security which employers Dec. 15 strike was to demand tha i i
Workers on Ireland’s existing agreedto pay a surety of 100 milliorrefuse to deliver so as to cut costthe government protect jobs anq]ndoneSIan mlgrant

minimum wage can be sacked antbmans, but that Shahabi remainand raise flexibility. The strikers give back pension benefitsyorkers face abuse

replaced by staff on the new lowerin prison. came under mounting pressure fronscrapped under an EU and IMF

rate. Finance Minister Brian “They say he is not going to bemanagement, as Hyundai filed &bailout plan. Inits 48-page report “Rights on

Lenihan insists the new hourlyreleased for certain reasons,” butombined 16.2 billion won ($14 During 2010, under pressurethe Line: Human Rights Watch

rate of 7.65 euros would only affectno one has disclosed thosenillion Cdn) in damage suits from PAME, the All-Workers Work on Abuses against Migrants

new workers, and anyone on theeasons, Shahabi’s brother Hassamgainst them. Militant Front, the GSEE and thein 2010,” Human Rights Watch
existing rate of 8.65 euros would beold Radio Farda on Dec. 9. “He is public sector union federationhighlights the abuse and
protected. But Michael Noonan ofjust a labor activist and his only Police attack ADEDY staged six joint general exploitation  suffered by
the Fine Gael party says that in thectivity is to support labor rights. ) strikes. Indonesian migrant workers in
“real world”, workers onthe higher If the demand for labor rights andgemonstrators in The GSEE also called a 24-houMalaysia and Middle Eastern
rate can be “let go” because theypupportofthe laboris a crime, they. strike at all retail sales outlets incountries.

were costing employers 40 euro®ught to say so.” Bangladesh AthensonDecember 12. The GSEE “We see the same type of abuse
more per week. Ratherthanmaking Two other members of the objected to a decision to allowhappen over and over again,”

Ireland more competitive, the Tehran Bus Workers’ Union, Atleastfourpeoplewerekilled shops in Athens to open on theNisha Varia, the senior women's
savings from cutting the rate will Ebrahim Madadi, and Mansurand dozens injured in thesecond Sunday of Decemberrights researcher for HRW, told
go into the pockets of employers Osanlu, are serving prison terms oBangladesh portcity of Chittagongcalling it illegal and abusive. The theJakarta Globen Dec. 11. She
opposition parties warn. three and five years respectivelyon Dec. 12 after police attacked 3apour body urged employees talso said the lack of sanctions
The cuts to the minimum wageon charges of endangeringcrowd of garment workers send a strong message to thossgainst abusive employers have
were rushed through on Dec. 10security. protesting for higher wages. The«trying to abolish the Sunday caused cases to persist.
with the Governmentwinning with Korean-owned Youngone Ltd. inholiday during the time of  Thereportsayslocal authorities
a comfortable majority. Both Fine the Chittagong Export Processingconomic crisis and recessionhave been slow to investigate or
Gael and Labour claimed thatthos Zone (CEPZ) shutallits 11 unitsfora|ongside with the slashing ofprosecute abusers. The case of
on the minimum wage were not or] an indefinite period on Dec. 11.\ages, further deterioration ofKeni binti Carda - an Indonesian
“rock solid contracts” and had very, Around 10,000 workers at thework conditions and complete domestic worker who was burned
“loose arrangements” with their factories, unaware of thedjsruption of labour relations.”  with an iron by her Saudi Arabian
employers. shutdown, went to work the next  The Greek government plans teemployersin September 2008 - was
David Begg, general secretary morning and found the factory pysh through changes to laboubnly investigated following
of the Irish Congress of Trade closed. They attacked the maintontracts and wage cuts at statmternational pressure. The report
Unions, described the vote to cu gate of the factory and damageenterprises, stepping upthe attackalso includes testimony from
the minimum wage as Ireland’s gates and windows of othertg meet conditions of the 110Saminem,an Indonesian maidwho
“day of shame”. factories, where workers joinedpjllion-euro ($146 billion) European told HRW in Kuala Lumpur of her

the;r ?rotist.d 4600 round Union-led bailout. The lawwillbe exploitation by her employers.
olice fired aroun roundsgiscussed in Parliamentunderfast- “I was mistreated by my
COSATU seeks of rubber bullets, lobbed 150track rules, to take effect on Jan. lemployers. | woke up at 5 am and
action on wages G _/ teargascanisters,and chargedwit\/orkers at state companieswentto sleep at 2 or 3 am. | never

batons to disperse the workersincluding Hellenic Railways and get a day off. | had no rest. The
The Congress of South African  Meanwhile, Iran has sentencedl e protesters retaliated withother public-transport companiesdoor was always locked. | could
Trade Unions (COSATU) has aprominentjournalistto 16 monthsPrickbats, stones and sticks, angill have wages reduced 10 percentever go out, only when employers
asked the government to acin jail on charges of insulting then burned tires and furniture toif monthly salaries exceed 1,800go outwith me. I sleptin the dining
against poor wages and théresidentMahmoud AhmadinejadPlock traffic at the CEPZ, which eyros. This will affect about 89 room. I neversleptinaroomever,”
exploitation of workers. Born in and undermining the Islamichouses about 70 foreignpercent of all employees of stateshe said.
1985 at the height of apartheidregime. Mashallah Shamsolvaezirffompanies that employ aboutenterprises. Gross wages will be The rights group also called on
COSATU has been amajor force irheads the Journalists’ Association-50,000workers. capped at4,000 euros amonth. Thgovernments to strengthen
the post-apartheid workplace andfIran and was the editor of several At least five vehicles were cabinet has also approvednigrant protection in 2011 and to
political arena. The federationreformist dailies closed in aburned and 90 others vandalisedshanges that will allow employersratify the International Covenant
celebrated its 25th anniversary ircrackdown on the press betweetvhile the demonstratorsransackegy sidestep industry-wide wageon the Rights of All Migrant
Johannesburg in December. 1998 and 2000. 11 factories and 20 roadsideagreements, by establishing wag&Vorkers and Their Families.
Speaking atthe event, President “l was sentenced to one year irpuildings. Traffic movement on
Jacob Zuma stressed therison on the charge ofChittagong Airport Road and
importance of unity among theundermining the establishmentforPhaka Airport Road and Dhaka-
ruling alliance partners - the Africangiving interviews to foreign Tv Sylhet Highway remained halted

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the

National Congress, COSATU, andnetworks and news agencies,for hours. The clashes forced :
the South African Communist Shamsolvaezin said on Dec. 11. “closure of the entire Zone. Two of Labour S tart website,
Party. Butinits role as defender ofvas also given a four-monththe deceased were identified a Www .labourst art.org
workers’ rights, COSATU has sentence for calling Ahmadinejadrickshaw puller Ariful Islam, 35,

often been at odds with the ANCa megalomaniac in an interviewand worker Ruhi Das, 45, of CM ~

leadership, especially consideringvith Al-Arabiya TV which the Superior Garments. 4 Send me information on the

the bigincrease in unemploymentprosecutors misinterpreted as .V\./orkersweretrc]ietmandmg a.ne\g
COSATU Secretary generalcrazy and so insulting theMniMumwagethatwas promise i
Zwelinzima Vavi saystr)lle%ountry presi)éent.” ’ to be implemented in November. Communist Party of Canada
cannot afford to have a ne.u.tral . . Thei sztime Iszue spa(;l:ﬁd Slm_![Iar The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
governmentunder such Cond|t|0n5|—|yunda| Smke over protests in and around e capita fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
for workers. He has called on the Dhak.a' V.Vhere around 8,000 worker. The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
ANC to take part in COSATU'S  Temporary workers at Hyundai at Kimia Garments, Sunseeq gainst big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
public campaigns. Motor agreed on Dec. 9 to end Apparels and Eden_ Apparely active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
Zumatold the 25th anniversarygne-month sit-in. Since Novembe athered_to d_emand hlg_her wageg. movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership ar set
celebration that the government's|5_subcontracted employees ha In the firstincrease since 2006] democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of

new grpwth plan seeks to create @ccupied a factory in the South%ﬁﬁgl\jﬁqrcvrgeg :(;agisoeoocl)ttr;i;);fgﬂ socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
millonjobs oerthe next 10years Korean carmaker's largestoyna monirom 1,662 takas (523 Central Commitiee CPC
and called on the unions to supporgomestic production base, hitting : 1 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

the growth plan. COSATU will Cdn). Garment workers in -469- i . ist-
g p output of subcompact cars Suc%angladesh are among the lowes 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.cq

campaign forthe ANCinupcoming as the Verna and the new Accen

local elections, buthas alsowarnetthe strike cost Hyundai $277 aid in the world. Parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
that inept and corrupt candidatesmillion in lost production, causing Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
H . ! 1 1 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" i f
will not be supported. it to report the worst November NEW Strikes in Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 Mantoba Commitee CPC a3
sales among Korean automakersG Email: pcg@cpe-pec.ca Te|/fax:2o4-ssé-7824p e
More crackdowns  ‘“Wehaveagreedtoendastike>€€CE B.C. Commitee CPC ontto Ctes, GPC
today and start talks with 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K LN6

H H e . i .| Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net ’
on lranian unions management,” said Kim Sang-min, 5’2‘ gépg?é,sstlr;kreg;”erg/;?gSD:(;Cr Emonon CPG P Tel: 416-469-2446
a spokesperson for the Korea y gestp Hamilton Ctee. CPC

. .. . i i Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO h
The family of a jailed Iranian Metal Workers' Union, aumbrella |200Ur federation, the GSEE Unionj 25t g e e 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

trade union activist saysunion of Hyundai contract is the latest sign of protest againg tel. 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ?:lr:“g"é%’_‘égg’;\_‘é%ﬁ
authorities continue to hold himworkers. austerity measures adopted by the cagary crc

! : “ inliat” ! : Atlantic Region CPC
after bail was posted, Radio Farda Labor unrest has often cause socialist” PASOK government. | Unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Box 70, Grand Bé, NS, BOP 1M0

. i Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489
reported recently. Reza Shahabigisruptions in Asia’s fourth- (li.Jnemploymenthasalreadyjumpe( gary Tellfax: 902-542-7981

. 0, i b Saskatchewan CPC
the treasurer of the Tehran Bugargest economy. Hyunda|’sto 12% since the measures wer Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

Workers’ Union, was arrested inunjon, the most powerful in the @dopted, and the governmen \ )
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General strike in Portugal against austerity measures

By Emile Schepers European Union and share the Eu _.y L 'l T AT
, ’ currency. The others are Ireland - [
People’s World Y - _

Italy, Greece and Spain. All of thesq,
A massive one-day generalcountries have been hit by deb
strike paralysed Portugal oncrises, with budget deficits far

'.-I-.'r'- =
- [ & |:I"| " 0

November 24, as major labourbeyond what the European Unio - ¥ W f
federations united to denounceulesallow, aswell as national deb) n .
austerity measures being imposedlose to or exceeding the annug r = i
by the Socialist Party (socialGross Domestic Product (in
democrat) Prime Minister, JosePortugal, more than 80 percent).
Socrates. Thisisleadingto sharpincrease{#=,

The unions claim the strike wasin the cost of borrowing. In spite of
80 percenteffective. Mediareporteddifferences in the political
complete shutdownsin many areasomposition of their current
of airlines, public transportation, governments, they have all

schools and health care facilitiesmeasures, designed to reassure t 4
throughout Portugal and in thefinancial markets, that hit workers
autonomous island territories of theand the poor especially hard.
Azores and Madeira. Althoughthe  Several of the countries have
backbone of the strike consisted obeen negotiating bailouts with the
government workers, there wereCouncil of Europe, the Europeal
reports of bank and factory closingsCentral Bank and even theg
aswell. Between amillionand a halfinternational Monetary Fund. PM
and three million workers may haveSocrates says that Portugal wil
stayed home inthis country of barelynot need such a bailout, though
10million. this is what the Irish governmentprotests against the austerityand social democrat-led unions isvorsening of the cost of living.
Portugalisthe “P”inthe “PIIGS” was saying just before it went haprogram back in May. Now the afirstin 22 years, andis especiallffThese are] workers for whom a
group of poorer Western Europearin hand to seek just such help. government, still faced with large significant because the Primeone day strike implies a loss of a
nations that are members of the Portugal already saw massivebudget deficits, has decided tdMinisterisfromthe Socialist Party. day’s wages.”
impose a new austerity programSo a large proportion of his social Meanwhile in Ireland, Prime
including a one percentage poinbase is in fact repudiating hisMinister Brian Cowan ofthe Fianna

Support a peaceful solution to riseinthe regressive value added tajgolicies. Fail party is seeing his house of
. . (from20percentto21 percent),ahike The PCP and labour see theards nearer to collapse. His
the Korean Peninsula dISpUte in income taxes, cuts in pensiongovernment as trying to resolvecoalition partner, the Green Party,

and the pay (of up to 5 percenthe crisis onthe backs of workershas pulled out of the governing
- - annually) of civil servants, andsmall farmers and the poor. Theycoalition and thereis arebellionin
Statement by the Central Executive Committee, cutbacksin publicservicesingenerademand that the governmenthe ranks of Fianna Fail in the Dail
Communist Party of Canada, Dec. 3, 2010 The two major union federationsrather impose a sharp increase itthe lower house of the Irish
The Communist Party of Canada condemns the CanadifPortugal united to oppose andaxes on the rich, who theyparliament). Also, while swearing
government’s role in he|p|ng to fan the flames of war in the Koreafptest the cuts through theCOﬂSIder_ to h_aVe caused thehat therg would be no need to ask
peninsula, and urges instead a policy of supporting broad internati@¢sieral strike. They are the Genergiroblem in the first place. _ for a bailout from the European
efforts to seek peaceful, negotiated resolutions to the historic dispGiegfederation of Portuguese In a statement on its websiteUnion, Cowan is now forced to
in this region. Workers (CGTP), which is the the Communist Party of Portugalnegotiate for just such help.
The main source of rising tensions on the Korean peninsu|a k}ﬁgest union fIEde.ratlon in thehailed the Str|k|ngworker$f0rth8|r NOW all eyesareon Spaln,Wlth
been the increasingly hawkish stand of the new South Koré&@ntry and which is close to thecourage in adversity: This was “a35 million people the second largest
government of President Lee Myung-bak, with the encouragementgftuguese Communist Partysuccess all the more outstandingfthe PIIGS countries after Italy. If
U.S. and Japanese imperialism. The recent exchange of artillery fire {6kP), and the General Union ofgiven how many hundreds ofSpain should catch the Greek-Irish-
place in disputed coastal territories off the western South Kordégrkers, UGT, wh_lch is close tothousands of vyorkers arePortuguese dlsease_, the survival
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) frontier. In this sarite governing Socialist Party. _ ponfronted by situations of ofthe Euro currency will be severely
area, 70,000 South Korean troops and U.S. nuclear Warships have be-éhls Unlty between communistindebtedness and with thethreatenede
carrying out mock invasion manoeuvres, which are a dangerous
provocation against the DPRK.
The huge U.S. military presence in the peninsula and its massive W o Y
support for the South Korean government are part of a strategy goif th I b I t k
back over half a century. to maintain the division of Korea and t S ere a g O a S r’ e Wa Ve ?
“contain” countries which oppose U.S. hegemony in the region. As long
as U.S. imperialism maintains this policy, the danger of arenewed war inpata compiled by independentthree largest national strike actionsesearch is hindered by
the Korean peninsula will remain, with the potential for deadlyapour researchers indicates thaacross the planet over the pastonflicting or missing estimates
consequences affecting the entire world. - there may be asignificantincreaseentury took place during oneof the number of participants,
We warn once again that attempts to isolate and threaten NOjHl the numbers of workers calendar year. and varying definitions. The huge
Korea, such as blockades, sanctions or unilateral military aggressigiyolved in mass strikes across Other countries which havestrike by immigrant workers and
pose grave dangers. Such moves amount to a declaration of W@ globe. One interesting listwitnessed large numbers oftheir supporters in the USA on
against the DPRK, with unforeseeable results. Renewed hostilitiggs circulated recently by Peterstrikers in recent years include theMay 1, 2006, for example, was
against the DPRK, as part of a hypocritical U.S. stance which allowgy)|- jones of the New Unionism USA, Britain, China, Nigeria, Egypt, strictly speaking a mass political

its allies such as Israel to build up nuclear weapons, would harm glob@twork. Hall-Jones points out Colombia, Bangladesh, action rather than a strike against
efforts to curb the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to achie\gat a huge strike wave involvingMadagascar, Nepal and Cambodiaa government or employers.
universal and comprehensive disarmament. _ upto 100,000,000 workers acros$iall-Jones calculates that two- Others might argue that an
Instead of supporting U.S. imperialism in its anti-Koreanngia|ast September 7 wasignoredhirds of the largest strikes inincrease in industrial action is
provocations, Sel 4 US mili by western media, in favour ofhistory have occurred in the lastonly to be expected, since the
Canada should _e_c_—:\cte_ military / reporting on “a Gainesville decade. international working class has
respect the facilities in South Korea ! preacher who had threatened to Theseinclude the USA (4 million grown considerably as more
sovereignty of the l.-,"_" - burn a Koran.” in 2006) India (50 million in both countries industrialize.
DPRK, and callon T [e— * The actionin Indiawas notable2003 and 2005, and 10 million in  ButHall-Jones argues that the
the United States [t ] g o o, for bringing together most of that2002), Italy (10 million in 2002), figures reveal that while union
to sign a peace e P o i } ~ country’s unions, which are South Africa (2 millionin 2008, and numbers have fallen in some
treaty With the  cemes—%5 e By divided along cultural, sectoral, 1 millionin 2006), France (2million countries, “the dominantnarrative
DPRK to finally 208 — o5 N e iy | religious and political lines, to in 2003, and 1 million in 2009), of union decline is false. It is an
end the Korean [=reen i (B ) resist the growing attack on theNigeria (2 millionin both 2007 and ideological position - a portrait of
War. We also ol [ Vg T -;ﬂt:' rights of working people. 2004), Britain (1 million in 2006), the world the way some would
renew our de 5 P Sy The year 2010 also saw hugeand Madagascar (1 millionin2002)wish it to be. The facts tell a
mand that Canada F‘r strikes in seven other countries, For Canadians, one gap in Hall-different story, and so the facts
callforthe re_moval ! including an estimated 2.5 million Jones’ research is quickly evidentare being ignored or distorted to
ofallU.S. military o B s in France, 10 million in Spain There is no mention of the 1976suit.”
forces from South et (involving about 70% of the Day of Protest against wage He also points out that the

Korea and the -
Asia-Pacific e
region, and that it -
support talks for a J
regional nuclear Ty e e
weapons-free by

workforce!), 3millionin Portugal, controls, organized by theNew Unionism Network has

2 million each in Greece andCanadian Labour Congress andathered comparable data on
Turkey, 1.3millionin South Africa, other labour federations. Onunion membership post-2000 for
and 1 millionin Italy. According October 14, 1976, one million81 countries, showing that 52
to the figures compiled by Hall- workers walked out, the biggestcountries have experienced union
Jones (who admits that hissingle labour action in Canadiangrowth overthe lastdecade, while

zone and the abo :.,,} T ¢l ' research remains incomplete)history. just 23 have experienced union
lition of all nuclear ey o= this means that eight of the thirty-  Hall-Jones also warns that hisdecline.®
weaponse LM ¥

Selecte=d U5 Mlksirg Fac iy in Soeth Karea
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How enormous wealth
generates inequality

so high up that it's hard to see My only quibbles are with the
them. Way up there, for instancefinal chapter, “Reshaping the
is Siegfried Wolf, CEO of Magna Ovarian Lottery,” which presents
International, with an income of important recommendations such
' $13million, standing 2,054 feettallas ways to establish a more

The Trouble with

Billionaires, by Linda
McQuaig and Neil Brooks,
2010, Toronto, Viking Canada
272 pages. Available by mail
from People’s Co-op Books,
1391 Commercial Drive,
Vancouver, tel. 604-253-6442.

John Armstrong, the tallest persorthe huge deficit and budget
inthe 1978 parade. Indeed, Wolfiswumbers tossed around by Tory
so immense, he is actually tallefinance ministers, it would have
thanthe CN Tower... Thenfinally, been useful if the authors hag
atthe very end of the parade, is therovided some calculations of the
Although she usually steers awaytallest man in Canada, Michaelrevenues which could be
from the terms “capitalism” and Lazaridis, another CEO of Researclyenerated by making the rich pay
“socialism”, author Linda McCuaig in Motion, with atake-home pay of a higher share of the tax burden.
isrightfully renowned for her exposés$51 million, standing 8,058 feettall  The final recommendation is to
of the injustices and inequalities of- more than a mile and a half highenact an inheritance tax which
the system we live under. Fromthe viewing deck at the top ofwould be used to introduce a new
Starting in 1987 withBehind the CN Tower, we don/Et even‘education trust” for every
Closed Doors: How the Rich Woncome up to his knees. Canadian child. This would make
Control of Canada’s Tax System ... “Most Canadians probably higher education more freely
And Ended Up RichemcQuaig regardextremeinequality asathingvailable, removing akey barrier to
has now published ten booksof the past. But while kings andeconomic equality. That may well
skewering corporate greed and thaobles of pre-industrial times be, butitseems alimited approac
right-wing policies which have enjoyed a standard of living thatto wind up a very powerful book.
devastated working peopleinrecemtvas wildly lavish and grand These minor shortcomings
decades. She also churns outomparedtothe poorintheirdayaside, The Trouble With
newspaper columns which presenthat gap was not as extreme as th@illionaires should be required
valuable information to counter theone that separates Canadiareadingforevery supporter ofsocia
mainstream media propagandafloodillionaires from the homelessjustice and equalitye
One of McQuaig's specialtiesisliving in Toronto, Calgary, and
her ability to create images whichVancouver today.”
leap off the page. One early book The Trouble With
presented a startling view ofBillionairestears apart the lame
economic equality: along parade irexcuses bandied about by thg
which the poor and working peoplecorporate media for such vas
are dwarfed by the final few rich andinequalities. In clear, powerful
powerful giants. prose, McQuaig and Brooks
That image returns in McQuaig'sshred the ideas that the supe
latest book,The Trouble With rich have “earned” their vast
Billionaires,co-writtenwith Osgoode wealth, or that low taxes on high
Halllaw professor Neil Brooks. incomes “improve” the economy.
But this time, the parade is everMarxists could justifiably note
more dramatic: “In today’s parade,that the authors do not present
they [the real giants] aren’tjustveryfull analysis of the inherent
tall, they're truly gigantic. We can contradictions of capitalism, but
recognize some prominent CEOs irthe book is well worth the price
the crowd - except that the faces arfor these brilliant chapters.

People'’s Voice 2011 Calendar:
"Working Class Heroes"

Review by Kimball Cariou
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The 2011 People’s Voice Calendar is now available. This year’s theme is “Working Class
Heroes”, paying tribute to fourteen Canadian labour activists who played important roles
in the struggle against the bosses and the capitalist state. The 14-month Calendar (January
2011-February 2012) includes a wide variety of memorable dates for the working class
movements, from birthdays of prominent revolutionaries to the anniversaries of watershed
struggles for peace, social justice, equality and socialism. The above photo from the Calendar
shows demonstrators in Regina's Market Square during the On to Ottawa Trek of 1935.

For your copy, send $5 plus $3 to cover postage to People’s Voice, 706 Clark Drive,
Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. The Calendar is also on sale at the Ontario Bureau of People’s
Voice (290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6) and our Manitoba Bureau (387 Selkirk Ave.,
Winnipeg, R2W 2M3). Rates for bulk orders are available on request.

British Columbia readers can pick up the Calendar at People’s Co-op Books, 1391

By Wally Brooker

- more than nine times as tall aprogressive taxation system. Given Sounds Like a Revolution

Sounds Like a Revolution, documentary on contemporary pro
music by Canadian filmmakers Summer Love and Jane Mich
highlighted the opening of the 15th Annual Amnesty International
Festivalin Vancouver on November 18. The film, which receivedits
premier at Toronto’'s NXNE music festival last summer, feat
performances and interviews with notable activist musicians incl
The Dixie Chicks, Steve Earle, Michael Franti, Ani DiFranco & D
Crosby. Director Summer Love was inspired to make the film afte
“hippie” mother suggested that protest music does not exist i
meaningfulway today. The musicians discussthe role of artistsins

est
ener,
Film
vorld
ures
ding
vid

r her
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freedom of expression and demaocratic participation in the contemporary

world. To see the trailer visit: www.soundslikearevolution.com/.

Say It Ain’t So, Arlo!

L, Woody Guthrie wrote his celebrated anthem “This Landis Your L
in 1940, inresponse to the flag-waving Irving Berlin song “God B
America.” It's disappointing to learn that the troubador’s son
performed a sanitized version of the song aboard a float in New
City’s annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Unlike his fri
Pete Seeger, who sang the unexpurgated version at President Q
inauguration in January 2009, Arlo skipped the most hard-h
verses, including this one: “As | went walking | saw a sign there
on the sign it said “No Trespassing/But on the other side it didn
nothing/That side was made for you and me.” The younger Gu
famous for his 1967 anti-war classic “Alice’s Restaurant” is nc

and”
less
A\rlo
York
end
bama'’s
tting
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t say
thrie,
W a

registered Republican and supporter of libertarian congressman and

2008 presidential candidate Ron Paul. Say it ain’t so!

Hip-hop artists release Peltier benefit C D

A new hip-hop compilation alburzyee Leonard Peltier: Hip Hop’s

Contribution to the Freedom Campajghas just been releas
Proceeds will go to Peltier's legal defence fund. The album contai

d.
new

tracks by the likes of Dilated Peoples, Talib Kweli, Dead Prez, Imnjortal
Technique & 2Mex. Peltier, an activist with the American Indian
Movement, was wrongly convicted in 1977 for the murder of two|FBI
agents onthe Oglala-Sioux Reservation in South Dakota. He’s universally

recognised as a political prisoner. Amnesty International calls f
release, as do Nelson Mandela, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and
of politicians world-wide including 50 Canadian MPs. In spite of
blatant vindictiveness of the FBI and U.S. courts Peltier's stru

continues. For info about the album visit http://axisofjustice.nety.

Boycotters confront Cape T own Opera

On October 27, South Africa’s Cape Town Operarejected a cal
Palestinian and Israeli activists to cancel its Nov. 12 performar
Porgy and Besat the Tel Aviv Opera House. The company defied
pleas of Desmond Tutu and 56 mass-based civil society organiz
in South Africa. Patrons arriving at the one-night show were met
a troupe of singing and dancing activists performing parodic
songs from the Gershwin opera. After the show the boycc

r his
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from
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tters

confronted members of the company directly, reprising their safjrical

songs and distributing a letter explaining their actions. Watc
YouTube video ofthe action and learn more at http://boycottisrael

Composer Ann Southam: 1937-2010

Ann Southam, a pioneering composer of electroaccousticand min
music, died on Nov. 23. The Winnipeg native had worked for ye
aninstructor at Toronto’s Royal Conservatory of Music. Southal
first recognized for the soundscapes that she created for Cal
dance troupes such as Toronto Dance Theatre and the Danny Gr
Company. An avowed feminist, Southam co-founded the Assoc
of Canadian Women Composers in 1981 and served as its first
She’llbe remembered for her considerable achievements onthe
edge of late-20th century music. Recordings of her later minin
works by pianist Christina Petrowska-Quilico can be heard on You
Look for Ann Southam’s music at your local library.

Connolly on revolutionary music

The Irish are known for songs that commemorate their strugg
independence and social justice. Their great working class lg
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James Connolly (1868-1916), a songwriter himself, made a signi

icant

contribution to this tradition. It's said that he always sought to begin
and end meetings with a rousing song. In 1907 Connolly publ{shed
Songs of Freedom by Irish Authots.the preface he wrote: “No
revolutionary movementis complete without its poetical expresgion.

If such a movement has caught hold of the imagination of the masses,
they will seek a vent in song for the aspirations, the fears and hopes,
the loves and hatreds engendered by the struggle. Until the movement
is marked by the joyous, defiant, singing of revolutionary songs, it

lacks one of the most distinctive marks of a popular revoluti

Commercial Drive, Vancouver. @

ary

movement; itis the dogma of a few, and not the faith of the multitlide.”
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Communistleadershipmeet sinToronto

The Central Committee of thewing and even social democraticduring 2011, the report says. Thq
Communist Party of Canada megovernments are pushing ahea@ommunist Party’s participation
over the Nov. 27-28 weekend inwith cuts in public services, in the campaign will include |ndo Canadian Workers’
Toronto. privatization, and increased usenominating 20-25 candidatesAssociation willreleaseits2011

The Political Report adopted byfees for essential services. across the country, aimed atalendar in partnership with
the meeting is now online at But at the same time, “thedefeating the Harper Tories,Radio India, dedicated to
www.communist-party.ca. The organized sections of the workingblocking a majority for the big Comrade Darshan Singh
report stresses “the continuingclass in a number of countries ardusiness parties, and buildingCanadian, shot dead by
global capitalist crisis which, now mounting heroic resistance... mossupport for the "People'sterroristsin Punjabin1986.The
into its third year, shows no signsnotablyin Greece, France, PortugalAlternative” advanced by theunveiling ceremony of the
of abating. The impact of the crisis,and now in Ireland.” Communist Party. calendarwill be 1-5pm, Sunday,
the measures taken by the ruling The report looks at important The CC adopted a number ofDec. 19, Strawberry Hill Public
class to overcome the crisis orstruggles during 2010, such as thepecial resolutions, calling for Library, 7399-122 St.
their terms and in their interestsmassive rally last June against theolidarity with the locked-out
and the developing fightback of G20 Summit in Toronto. But the steelworkers in Hamilton;
the working class and its alliesfightback movement, it notes, isimmediate withdrawal of the ., . Humanitarian Crisis
together constitute the primaryhampered by the positions of som&€anadian military mission in §4 vear Later Friday, Jan.
dynamicdriving socialand political sections of the trade unionAfghanistan;realactiononclimate14 7pm, SFU Ha’rbourC'entre
developments atevery level acrosteadership: “This is starkly change;and defeatof Bill C-49, thez W’ Hastings panei
Canada and internationally...” apparent when unprincipledTorylegislationwhich criminalizes discussiénandvideo ;‘eaturing

Presented by CPC leaderetreats and concessionaryefugees. Dr. Luma Maxo (Pértners In
Miguel Figueroa, the report saysagreements are signed, leavingthe  Another resolution outlined Héalth) Kaye Kerlande (Hearts
the “second stage” of theworkers feeling betrayed andsteps to celebrate the QOtMands&MindsforHaiti) Davici
economic crisis is “likely to be far abandoned by leadership, orwhemanniversary of the CommuniStPutt(WaterfortheWorId)’ Fatou
more protracted and painful tharright-wing elements attempt toParty of Canada throughout 2011, (UBC Help Hear 'Haiti)
its opening round.” The deepeningsabotage fightbacks either at th®etails of these activities will be Organized by Haiti Solidarit)}
capitalist offensive includes moreworkplace or in political action.” reported in upcoming issues of PVBC 778-858-5179
mass layoffs, wage cuts, the The growing and dangerous CC members took part in a__ " . ., .
expansion of “two-tier” wage phenomenon of right-wing Saturday evening social, held S€€ingRed,” publicforumon
structures to increase exploitationpopulism in several provinces istogether with the Young PaSt and present state
the gutting of pension plans, andexamined in the report, such as th€ommunist League, which raised €Pression in Canada, with
the overall decline ofworking classrecent election of Rob Ford asfunds to help send delegates to th@uthor Daniel Francis and
incomes. Across the capitalistmayor of Toronto. World Festival of Youth and Micheal Vonn of the B.C. Civil
world, including in Canada, right- ~ Afederal electionis very likely Students in South Africa. Liberties Association, intro by

Tshwane Declaration....

What's Left

since previous issue.)
Sponsored by People’s Voice
and People’s Co-op Bookstore,
ph. 604-255-2041 for moreinfo.

Left Film Night, “The Cradle
WillRock,” Tim Robbinsfilmon
1930s culturalupheavalsin New
York, Sun., Jan. 30, Centre for
Socialist Education, 706 Clark
Drive. Admissionfree, donations
welcome, call 604-255-2041 for
details.

Winnipeg, MB

Marxismcourse, classesbegin
early2011. Pre-registerwiththe
Communist Party, 586-7824 or
cpc-mb@mts.net.

Toronto, ON

Annual Jose Marti Dinnerand
Dance, Jan. 29, 2011, 7 pm,
Bloor Street United, 300 Bloor
St. West. Enjoy the live Cuban
band“Los ClaveKings”. Advance
prepaid tickets $30, or $40 at
the door. Sponsored by
Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, vigil against the
occupation, every Friday at
noon, Sainte-Catherine and
Union (near Metro McGill).

Jan. 20, 7:30 pm, Room 1800,
SFU Harbour Centre, 515 W.
Hastings (note date change
which reject the class struggle,l. With the capitalist crisis
and combat the role of socialdeepening, we will focus on the
food sovereignty and security,democratic forces that defend andlevelopment of workers' and
sustainable livelihoods, theimplement anti-people and pro-peoples’ struggles for labour ang
defence of bio-diversity, the imperialist policies by supporting social rights, the strengthening of
protection of national resourcesthe strategy of capital. We have ahe trade-union movement and its
and the struggle against agrokey role to play in drawing the class orientation; the promotion off
industrial monopolies and theircritical linksintheory and above allthe social alliance with peasants
local agents. In these strugglesin practice between differentand the other popular strata
the legitimate and progressivearenas of popular struggle in theParticular attention will be given to
aspirations of indigenous peopleslevelopment of internationalistthe problems of women and youth
in defence of their cultures, class solidarity. who are among the first victims of]
languages and environments have We are living in an historic the capitalist crisis. REbEI YOUth #11
an importantrole. epochinwhichthe transitionfrom2. In the face of the all-round| The |atest issue of Rebel Youth magazine is now
capitalismto socialism has becomémperialist aggression and the 4yailable at offices of the Communist Party & Young

acivilisationalimperative. The all- sharpening of the inter-imperialist| . . .
round crisis of capitalism once morerivalries, we will intensify the anti- Communist League. See our next issue for a review.

underlines the inseparable naturénperialist struggle for peace,
of the tasks of national liberationagainst imperialist wars andB C N D P d N7~
sustainability, progress and S(_)cia_l, national and clasccupation, againstthe danggrou . . IVISIO”S amaE
and socialism emancipation. ~ ‘new”’NATO strategy and foreign
In the face of deepeningmilitary bases, and forthe abolition 1,000 delegates stood to applaud.

Imperialism's crisis and counter- capitalist crisis, the experiences obf all nuclear weapons. We will The next day, Vancouver-Mount
offensive are leading to thesocialistconstructiondemonstrateextend active internationalistempty, sothe party would make ndPleasant MLA Jenny Kwan issued
broadening and diversification ofthe conditions of the superiority of solidarity with all people and promisesto restore public servicesher call for aleadership convention.
the forces that objectively assumeocialism. movements facing and resistindt appears that some MLAs began Still, there is no simple “left-
a patriotic and anti-imperialist The strengthening of theoppression,imperialistthreatsando wonder how they could right’splitinthe NDP. The *baker’s
stand. Everywhere, in our diversecooperation among Communistaggression. encourage their own members talozen” of MLAs who called for
national realities, Communists haveand Workers' Parties and the3. We will resolutely fight remainactive. James to step down include some
a responsibility to broaden andstrengthening of the anti-anticommunism, anti-communist The speech by Carole James avho want a more progressive set
strengthen the anti-imperialistimperialistfront, should march sidelaws, measures and persecution; tthe BC Fed on Nov. 30 highlightedof policies, but also others with a
political and social front, the by side. demand the legalisation of CPghe NDP’s problem. The leader'smore conservative philosophy.
struggles for peace, environmental We, the Communist and where outlawed. We will defend theentrance was heavily orchestrated, The treatment of former peace
sustainability, progress, andWorkers' parties meeting in historyofthecommunistmovementa popular Black Eyed Peas tunectivist Mable Elmore may hint at
integrate them in the fight for Tshwane, inasituation marked bythe contribution of socialism in blaring to get delegates on theiranother problem. When Elmore won
socialism. Theindependentrole o massive onslaught againsadvancing human civilisation.  feet. But her speech was a flopthe NDP nomination in Vancouver
Communists and the strengtheningvorkers and popular forces, but4. We affirm our solidarity withthe After stressing the burdensKensington early in 2009, she was
of the Communist and Workers* also with many possibilities for the forces and peoples engaged in anichposed by the Liberals on poorordered by the party brass to issue
parties is of vital importance todevelopment of the struggle,striving for socialist construction. people and workers, James public apology for her role in
ensure a consistent anti-imperialisexpress our profound solidarityWe reaffirm our solidarity withthe promised that a new NDPcampaigns to oppose the Israeli
perspective of broader movementdvith workers and peoples andtheilCuban people and their socialisgovernment would raise theoppression of the Palestinian
and fronts. intense struggles, reiterating ourevolution, and we will continue minimum wage to $10/hour. Thatpeople. This episode iswidely seen

Special attention must be givendetermination to act and strugglevigorously to oppose the blockadegot a round of applause, althougtas one example of rigid control over
to the existing relation betweenside by side with working massesand to support the internationalsome Liberals are floating similarNDP candidates and MLAs.
various resistance struggles anyiouth, women, and all popularcampaign for the release of thepromises. From there, she offered Will the B.C. NDP elect a new
the necessary ideologicalsectorsthatare victims ofcapitalistCuban Five. minor promises to addressleader who can give voice to the
offensive for the visibility of the €exploitation and oppression. 5. We will contribute, within the problems such as enforcement oflemands by working people for real
alternative of socialism and tothe We reaffirm our appeal to thespecific context of our national Labour Standards. progressive change? That remains
defence and development ofwidest range of popular forces torealities, to the reinforcement of But James made no promise tdo be seen, but the party’s historic
scientific socialism. Theideological join us in a common struggle forinternational anti-imperialist massrestore the funding cuts, or totrajectory has usually been a drift to
struggle of the communistsocialism which is the only organizations like WFTU, WPC, reverse the tax cuts to the richthe centre-right. Sofar, the only party
movementis of vitalimportance inalternative for the future of WFDY, WIDF. We particularly There was no criticism of big which can be counted onto fight for
order to repulse contemporaryhumankind. welcome and salute the 17th Worldousiness - just a pledge that labousuch policies is the Communist Party
anti-communism, to confront We pointto the following main Festival of Youth and Students tcand business would both beofBC,whichwill consideritselectoral
bourgeois ideology, anti-scientific axes for the development of ourbe held in South Africa from 13th-invited to the table. By the time strategy at a provincial committee
theories and opportunist currentdoint and convergent actions: ~ 21st December 201@. James finished, barely half of themeeting in Januarye

continued from page 7

People'sVoice deadlines:

JANUARY 16-31 issue: Thursday, Jan. 6
FEBRUARY 1-14issue: Thursday, Jan. 20
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Communists in the
anti-imperialistfront for
peace, environmental

continued from page 3




12 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e JANUARY 1-15,2011

Strange outcome of Cancun climate conference

By Martin Khor introduced new disciplines for sacrifices in Cancun, while theproperty rights (IPR), which have lodged an objection...
developing countries. They are nowdeveloped countries managed tan influence over developing Theimportation of WTO-style
The United Nations’ Cancun obliged to put forward their planshave their obligations reduced orcountries’ access to and cost ofmethods may in the immediate
climate conference, which adoptedand targets for climate mitigation, downgraded. technology. The United States hadPeriod lead to the “efficiency” of
atext early on 11 December had avhich are to be compiled withina Cancun may be remembered ininsisted that there be no mentiorProducing an outcome, but also
strange outcome. ltwas acclaimedlocument and later in registries. future as the place where thewhatsoever of the IPR issue, and i€arries the risk of conferences

by many for reviving the spirit of UNFCCC's climate regime was got its way in Cancun. collapsing in disarray (as has
multilateralismin the climate chang NPT " changed significantly, with  TheCancunconferencewasalsfappened in several WTO
system, because another collap 3 —d oS developed countries being treatenarked by a questionable methodninisterial meetings) and in biases

after the disastrous failure of th
Copenhagentalks ayearagowou
have knocked another hole int —
the reputation of the UN Framewor -+

more and more leniently, reachingof work, quite similar to the WTO in the text, that usually have been
a level like that developing butnotused in the United Nationsin favour of developed countries.
countries, while the developinginwhich the host country, Mexico, ~When the dust settles after the

1"55 countries are asked to increaserganised meetingsin smallgroup§ancun conference, a careful

Convention on Climate Conventiol > their obligations to be more andled by itself and a few Ministers analysis will find that its text may
(UNFCCC). 6 more like developed countries. which it selected, who discussedave giventhe multilateral climate
Most delegations The ground is being preparedexts on the various issues. system a Sh_Ot in the arm and
congratulated one another, fc. ' forsuchanewsystem,whichcould The final document was POSItive feelings among most
agreeingtoadocumentin Cancun. then replace the Kyoto Protocol.produced not through the usuaParticipants because there was
But this Cancun texthas alsobeen It is a first step in a plan by Cancun was a milestone inprocess of negotiations amongsomething totake home, butthatit
accused of falling far short, oreverdeveloped countries... to getfacilitating this. delegations, but compiled by thealso failed to save the planet from

going backwards, in controlling developing countries to put their The Cancun conference alsdViexicans as the Chair of theclimate change and helped pass
the Greenhouse Gas emissions thatitigation targets as commitmentsagreed on establishing a new globaheeting, and given to the delegatethe burden onto developing
cause climate change. in national schedules, similar toclimate fund to help finance thefor only afew hours to consider, oncountries.

The Cancun conferencethe tariff schedules in the Worldmitigation and adaptation. Aa take it or leave it basis (no Fromthislow base level, much
suffered an early blowfrom Japan’'sTrade Organisation... Manycommittee will be set up to designamendments are allowed). work needs to be do_ne in 2011 to
announcement that it would neverdeveloping-country officials were various aspects of the fund. No At the final plenary, Bolivia Savetheworldfromclimate change,
agree to making anotherincreasingly worried in Cancundecision was taken on how muchrejected the text, and itsandtore-orientatetheinternational
commitment under the Kyoto about how they are going tomoney the fund will get. Ambassador, Pablo Solon, made &yStem of cooperation to address
Protocol (the first commitment implement these new obligations, A technology mechanism wasstatement giving detailed reasonéhe cllmqte cnsis. .
period for emission reductions endss a lot of people, skills and moneyalso set up under the UNFCCCwhy. Despite there not being (Khoristhe Executive Director
in 2012 and the deadline for thewill be needed. with a policy-making committee, and consensus on the text, the Mexicaff the South Centre. This article
second commitment period to be Infactthe developing countriesa centre. However, the Cancun texoreign minister declared the textwas first published in The Star,
agreed was 2009 in Copenhagenjmade a lot of concessions andoided any mention ofintellectualwas adopted, to which Bolivia Malaysia on Dec. 13, 20109

The conference never
recovered fromthat blow. Thefinal

exfaledtoensurethesunivalol — “\Af @ @re NOt herre to turn nature into a commodity”

the protocol, though it sets some

terms of reference for continuingggalected quotes from theno production, and without

the talks on the second roduction we lack food. It may be
commitment period nextyear. Dec. 9 speech and news) y

ALYE A easy forus hereinanair-conditione
The Cancun meeting in factcOnference by Bolivian room to continue with the policies|

made it more likely for the President Morales at the fqesiryction of Mother Earth. We
developed countries to shift romCOP16 UN Climate needinsteadto putourselves int

the Kyoto Protocol anditsbindingChange negotiations in shoes of families in Bolivia and
regime of emission reduction Cancun, Mexico: worldwide that lack water and food
commitments, to a voluntary and suffer misery and hunger. | fee
systeminwhich each country only“Our aim here is to look at how tothat many delegates here have
makes pledges on how much itwillcool down planet Earth. Our planetidea what it is like to be a victim of
reduce its emissions. has a high temperature, it isclimate change.”

The Cancuntextalso recognisegvounded, and we are witnessing
the emission reduction targets thaghe convulsions of planet Earth.Tackle the causes
developed countries listed undefsye have an enormous

e e oot 1 ocesponsibility toward life and thWeecgﬂl;easbgfutere 3}:{53?;50{;2(;?0
are overall such poor targets thahumanity.... | call on leaders to tak = i i

o ef . im iai vo Morales at the climate change talks in Cancun.
many scientific reports warn thatresponsibility, and make history ace: the climate crisis, the food~ g

the developed countries by 202Gy responding to the demands ofrisis, the energy crisis. The climate

may decrease their emissions byhe people.” crisis is one of the crises ofresponsible for ecocide andA global referendum?
only a little or even increase their ' capitalism. If we address thesegenocide because we will be send, , , ,
level. The world is on track for The Bolivian experi- crises, we are being responsible ting many people to their deaths.” | @M convinced thatif presidents

. : our children, grandchildren and take on their responsibility, notto
temperature rise of 3to 5 degreesance of climate change granc | i hat certain powers such as
which would lead to a catastrophe. future generations. magine what our - multinational companies. but

But even as it prepared the'lt causes me a lot of a pain asy - v Kvoto Protocol planet would look like instead 1o peopleg and. social
ground forthe developed countriesPresident to listen to my brothers y “p dind to th Is f movements, we can advance. Why
“great escape” from their andsisterstalking aboutpermanents, from here, we send the Kyoto oo o g 10 the Proposais rom i :

; ) ; on’t states here go to the
commitments, the Cancun textdroughts... Without water, there isprotocol to the rubbish bin we areza?fir\?v(;vrv;rrié g‘sﬁeasrfhgs\?v%mgeoples, Summitin ancun, and

lead to an increase of 2 degreelisten tothe concrete proposals of
Celsius and some think even ofocial movements who come here

NE ws Fo R PEo PL E increases to 4 degrees. Imaginé representation of the victims of
5y what our planet would look like global warming? Why don’t we

[ with an increase in temperature ofgree to a global referendum; take

N o T F o R P R o F ’ TS [ 2 degrees or 4 degrees, given th#fie historic decision of practising

at 0.8 degrees we already hav@lobal democracy, submitting

; ) r— 7| serious problems in the world.” ourselves to the demands of the
Eyery issue of PeopLE’s Voice ’ people struggling against climate
gives you the latest on the Pe OPle S On the rights of nature change and for life? If

fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

overnments don’t act, it will be

“In past decades, the Unitedhe people who will force their
Nations approved human ”ghtsgovernments to act.

then civil rights, economic and

political rights, and finally a few "P|anet or Death"
years ago indigenous rights. In

VOICE

|
|
|
|
|
|
3 $30 for 1year D. $50 for 2 years I this new century, itistime to debaté We are familiar with the slogan
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year l|  anddiscuss rights of Mother Earth. Country or Death,” but it is better
0 Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for Lyear || These include the right tonowtotalkabout PlanetorDeath.’
|| regenerate biocapacity, the rightf 0 try and look for an intermediary
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

And we do more than that—-we Name to life without contamination.” solution is to trick people. Itis the
report and analyze event s from a major powers here that need to
revolutionary perspective, helping Address “Carbon markets” abandon their arrogance in the face

. of the peoples of the world. My
We came to Cancun 1o saveyperience as a social movement

e _ nature, forests, planet Earth. Wegader has been one of frequent
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice, are not here to convert nature iNtQttempts to isolate me by the major

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 a commodity. We have not comé,oyers - something | am proud to

every p age—in every issue! | wor | here to revitalize capitalism with 4o . pyt | will never isolate myself
________________ carbon markets. from the peoples &

to build the movement s for justice

and equality , and eventually for a Postal Code




