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Big Brother again 5 Ukraine unrest

It's happened many times in It's a familar pattern...Ukraine is

Canadian historyand it's going on Is your mail safe? the latest country to face a
again... the RCMP and CSIS are Canada Post denies any problem, coordinated/NVestern "colour
illegally spying on critics of the but the epidemic of superbox thefts revolution" campaign to fan

enegy industry's drive for raises huge questions about ending violent chaos and overthrow a
expanded bitumen exports. urban dootto-door delivery elected government.
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Sharp divisions over new First Nations Education Act

PV Vancouver Bureau

of its First Nation Education Act, been given

renamed to give a veneer ofinformation about the federalannouncement.

announcement, press conferencendermine our sovereignty andorganization or agency to tell usand Harper was standing beside
and photo opportunity were beingright to self-determination.”

The Harper government hasconfirmed to the national media.
finally unveiled the next version Our community members have notvhole approach taken by thecommunity,” Tenasco said.
any advanceFederal Government to make this The education program on thefederal party, who acts without

what needs to be done for ourou in a headdress saying “Trust
“Our people are opposed to theyouth, for our children and our me” - would you?
“The last thing we need is for a

Any type ofKitigan Zibi reserve currently accountability or any moral

“consultation.” But the “First government’'s plans for thedecision that affects our future,interweaves language and cultureompass going anywhere near our
Nations Control of First Nations Proposed First Nations Educatiorour children’s future and our Treatyinto core courses, like English andkids. We are already suffering the

Education Act” has met with a Act(FNEA). Our people have beenneeds to be done openly for oumath,

negative response from Indigenous
grassroots activists. —~

The legislation was announcedis
on Feb. 7 by PM Harper during &
surprise visit to the Kainai Nation
(Blood tribe) High School near
Calgary. A large group of First
Nations and corporate leaders we
in attendance, butword had leake
out about the event. A peacefu
rally was held outside the school
and Harper’s news conference wa
briefly interrupted by one f§
protester. Shannon Houle said ng
all First Nations were consultedf
on the agreement and it did no
have their support.

In a statement issued the da
before, Idle No More members of
the Blood Tribe condemned the

eb. 7 news conference.

process leading up to theleft in the dark and left to guesspeople to be able to providemodels we want for
this meaningful input into. No more children...If you were a First infrastructure investment. The bill

announcement, regardless of thevhat the details of
content of what the Prime Ministerannouncement will be.”
may promise to First Nations
regarding education.

Idle No More activist Shannon Houle, who interrupted Harper's

The protesters said that Firsknowing”
Nations are concerned about “howCrowSpreadingWings.
The statement went on to saythe FNEA will impact our Treaty

said teacher Lynninter-generational impacts of
Whiteduck. Making sure the residential schools—we don'tneed
community continues to developto hurt our future generations too.
its own education program is “Say No to FNEA. Stay away
“vital,” she told the Aboriginal fromourchildren. Recognize First
Peoples Television Network. “If Nation control over their own
- we’re going to serve the studenteducation systems; and properly
that are in our classroom we havéund these systems. We have treaty
to do it on our terms and that can’trights and internationally protected
. be dictated from an externalrights to fully-funded education.
source,” she said. It's time Canada lived up to its
Prominent Mik’'maq activist obligations.”
Pamela Palmater was scathing in APTN National News reports
her response to Harper’'sthattheFeb.7announcementcame
announcement. as aresult of negotiations between
Presenting a long list of Torythe AFN and senior federal
scandals, Palmater says, “lofficials in the PMO, PCO and
wouldn’twantthem anywhere nearAboriginal Affairs.
my children or making decisions The governmentargues thatthe
on their behalf. These people ardill establishes a stable, statutory
scary and not the kind of roleeducation funding stream for
our transition and long-term

back room deals withoutthe peopleéNation whose band members hagvould also create a “Joint Council
said Rachel sufferedthroughtherapes,torturepf Education Professionals” to
medical experimentation andadvise Ottawa and First Nations
The statement concluded, “Weabuse that occurred in residentiabn the implementation of the

“There was no prior information relationship and the promises mad&ant to remind Prime Minister schools, would you want theproposed bill. First Nations will

provided to the First Nation Peoplesunder Treaty to respect our controHarper and the First Nation ChiefsCanadian government runningalso be able to incorporate
across Canada and given the tracver educating our children. Therethat any approach to First Nationsyour schools again? If you were danguage and cultural pro-
record of the Harper governmenthas been consistent opposition teducation should be based upofrirst Nation and the Conservativegramming into their education
thereis noreason to believe or trushe FNEA across the country forthe international standard of Freegovernment was telling you thatsystems under the new statutory
the that Prime Minister Harper hasvarious reasons, primarily thePrior and Informed Consent,your choice was status quo underfunding stream.

the bestinterests of First Nations irunilateral imposition of federal Articles 3 and 14 among others ofunded schools, or extra funding “I do join in marking the
mind. We also condemn thelegislation ignoring the inherentthe UN Declaration on the Rightsunder the condition of federalbeginning of anewway forward to
collaboration with the federal rights of First Nations to exerciseof Indigenous Peoples and thdegislative control, would you feel mark the beginning of a new way

government by the Assembly ofcontrol and jurisdiction over requirement to include Firstsafe sending your kids to thoseof life,” said AFN National Chief
First Nations (AFN) through educationandthe blatantdisregartlations Peoples in any reforms ofchools? If you were a First NationAtleo. “We can do this in our times’
National Chief Shawn Atleo andfor the Treaty nation to nationeducation policy or law from the

the AFN Executive Committee whorelationship. The FNEA is the ground up, not the top down.”

are undermining the collectivelatest proposed Bill in a suite of

Meanwhile, educators at a

Inherent, Aboriginal and Treaty unilateral federal Bills amending reserve near Maniwaki, Quebec, Ralse the Mlnlmum W age NOW'

Rights of the First Nations andthe Indian Act to assimilate Firsthave also warned that the primep ;
> = . k ) T o . PV Ontario Bureau
organizations who also oppose thélations into the Canadianminister's new plan to recognize
proposed federal First Nationsmainstream while denying FirstFirstNations control overschooling Protests across Ontario will be the order of the day February 15th as

Education Act.”

Nations Inherent, Aboriginal and may have the opposite effect.

thousands of activists tell Premier Kathleen Wynne that an $11/hour

Grassroots activist Twyla Treaty Rights. The track record of The Anishinabeg people haveminimum wage is not an acceptable living wage.

Singer stated

“Information the Harper government leaves nbeen managing

their own The Liberal Premier promised ayear agoto raise the minimum wage,

regarding the Prime Minister’s choice but for grassroots peoplegducation for more than 30 yearslaiming she wanted to be known as “the social justice Premier”.
visit to our local high school wasto stand up and say "NO to theon the Kitigan Zibi reserve, said But $11 is not an increase, it's just adding in four years of lost
leaked to our community membersFNEA and other legislation, director of education Anita purchasingpower duetoinflation. Today’s $11 hasthe same purchasing

the same day the Prime Minister'sagreements and policies’ thafTenasco.

,-------------------\

MAY DAY 2014
GREETING ADS

To mark May Day 2014, People's Voice will print
greetings from a wide range of labour and people's
organizations in our May 1-15 issue, which will be
distributed at events across Canada. The deadline for
camera-ready ads will be April 18; if PV is preparing the
layout, the deadline is April 16. Please check with us
about the format if your ad is being sent electronically.
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power as $10.25 in 2010. By indexing the minimum wage at its current
“First Nations have the authority impoverished level, Wynne is embedding an impoverished minimum
and the jurisdiction to control ourwage for the long-term. No wonder minimum wage workers and
education. We have a lot of veryactivists are mobilizing against the “social injustice Premier”.
important work to do and we’'re A mass campaign involving youth, labour, the anti-poverty and social
ready to do it,” she said. justice movements, and the Young Communist League and Communist
Tenasco said she wasParty, has come together to fight for a $14/hour minimum, a demand that
“saddened” that the Assembly ofhas widespread public support. Many of those involved say $14 is not
First Nations stood by Stephenenough to bring minimum wage workers out of deep poverty, butthey are
Harper as he made hiscommitted to the fight that this campaign has ignited.
announcement. The campaign has no supporters in the Legislature, with the Liberals
Harper promised a fundingand Tories opposed, and the NDP non-committal. Only the Communist
commitment of $1.9 billion, which Party supports the demand for $14, and campaigned in the last election
includes $1.25 billion over threefor a $19 minimum wage.
years foraboriginal schools across “Corporations in Ontario are sitting on a pool of dead capital worth
Canada beginning in 2016, ar750 billion, which is the largesse handed over by Liberal and Tory
amount that he pledged wouldgovernments through corporate tax cuts and corporate tax rates that are
increase by 4.5 per cent each yeanow the lowest in the industrialized world. That money could have and
He also announced $500 millionshould have been used to raise wages and living standards and create
for new infrastructure on reservegyood jobs for young workers, the working poor and the unemployed,”
over seven years starting in 2015said Liz Rowley, leader of the Communist Party (Ontario). “Substantially
and $160 million for an raising the minimum wage raises the floor under all wages. Together
implementation fund starting in with job creation in manufacturing, industry, construction, and public
2015. It remains unclear to whatservices - the real economy - this is the single most important factor in
extent these numbers will addressnoving the economy towards recovery for working people.”
the historic underfunding of First  Butdriving down wages and living standards is exactly what austerity
Nations students and schools. is about, and what corporations are demanding the Liberals, Tories, and
The plan also requires thatNDP deliver. A cacophony of opposition by business organizations large
teachers on reserves acquirandsmallhasopened up, with the assertion that business and the economy
provincial certification, calls for will collapse under the weight of any increase in the minimum wage. It's
minimum education standards andhe same song by business every time the minimum wage comes up.
allows for the establishment of With a minority government in Ontario, and an election just weeks
First Nation education authoritiesaway, this is the time to push the minimum wage onto the public agenda.
that will act like school boards. Continuing mass protests and escalating action will help set the stage for
“We do not need any provincial an election that debates the real, bread and butter issues: more jobs,
school board or any outsidebetter wages, and better living standaeds.
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RCMP and CSIS spying on pipeline critics

added: “We are helping Canadians Some of the intelligence
engage intheir communities and igathered appears to have been
public decision-making processeshared with the National Energy
for Enbridge and other projects.Board, as well as with Enbridge
There is something deeply wrongand other oil and energy
when holding a story-telling companies. The complaintagainst
workshop attracts heat from spieshe RCMP alleges that this could
and police forces. It's democracy,compromise the fairness of the
not a national security threat.”  Enbridge hearings.

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, Westadded: “You can’'t have a
President of the Union of BC fair hearing when the police
Indian Chiefs, who attended onesecretly gather information about
of the meetings that was spiedbur activities and then provide
upon, stated: “I was shocked andecret evidence to the National
disgusted to learn that the policeEnergy Board and Enbridge, one

PV Vancouver Bureau

The British Columbia Civil
Liberties Association (BCCLA)
has filed complaints against th
Canadian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS) and the RCMP
alleging thatthe agenciesillegall
spied on community groups an
First Nations opposed to th
Enbridge Northern Gateway
Pipeline project. These group
include ForestEthics Advocacy,
Dogwood Initiative, Lead
Now.ca, the Idle No More

movement, and others. | iesinie]  and the National Energy Boardof the other parties.”
The BCCLA alleges that the colluded to keep track of First The activities of CSIS and the
RCMP and CSIS interfered with of fundamental human rights.” and then sharing that informationNations people who are simplyRCMP came to light through an

the freedoms of expression, “It'sintimidating for people to with oil companies. That puts thespeaking out, including those whoaccess to information request filed
assembly and associationearn that they're being spied oninterests of a handful of participate in Idle No More. This by Matthew Millar of the
protected by the Charter of Rightsby their own government,” said corporations ahead of the privacyis the kind of thing we’'d expect to Vancouver Observelt is unclear
and Freedoms. The complaint8en West, Tar Sands Campaigmights of Canadians.” see in a police state, and it's avhether covert surveillance,
alsoclaimthatthe spying activitiesDirector for ForestEthics  Will Horter, the Executive violation of ourfreedom of speechwiretaps or other means were used
potentially included illegal Advocacy. “Regular people areDirectorofthe Dogwood Initiative, and freedom of assembly.” in gathering the intelligence.
searches of private information. being made to feel like they are on
The complaint against CSISa list of enemies of the state, just
further alleges that the spy agencyecause they are speaking out { . . .
illegally gathered information on protect their community from a E d I t D t t
the peaceful and democraticthreat to their health and safety o n m m Ig ra IO n e e n IO n !
activities of Canadians. Thetryingto dowhat's rightinthe era
documents released made cleasf climate change.” _ i i
that none of the groups under One incident recorded in theFrom a recent statement by parents or guardians. Detainedvercrowded centers, detainees

surveillance posed any threat tantelligence-gathering was aNo One Is lllegal parents often have two choicessleep on the floors. Some are
the National Energy Board Kelowna, B.C. volunteer meeting bring their children into detention locked up in their cells for over
hearings or public safety. co-hosted by the advocacy Therecenttragicand shamefubr face child apprehension. eighteen hours a day. Detainees

“It's against the law and the organization LeadNow.ca and thehews of Lucia Vega Jimenez's 3) Migrants are the only are handcuffed to and from
constitution for police and spy Dogwood Initiative, acommunity death while under Canadianpopulation within Canada who candetention centers, including being
agencies to spy on the lawfulaction group based in Victoria.Border Services Agency’s bedetainedsimplyonadministrativechained to hospital beds when
activities of people who are justJamie Biggar, the Executive(CBSA) custody in a migrant groundswithoutbeing chargedwithrequiring medical attention.
speaking outand gettinginvolvedinDirector of LeadNow, said, detention center has left us allaspecific criminal offense. Migrant  7) Canada is one of the only
their communities,” said Josh“Government spies should not be'€eling and outraged. Luciawas aletention is arbitrary andcountries to use prisons to
Paterson, Executive Director of thecompiling reports about volunteers#2-year old Mexican migrant who discretionary. CBSA officers haveincarcerate non-citizens and to mix
BCCLA. “This is bigger than an literally gathered in church Worked in Vancouver as a hotelbroad powers to detain migrants ifpopulations of migrants facing
environmental debate - it'saquestiolbasements to hand-paint signs Worker. She was arrested orthey believe - based on mereadministrative offenses with those

December 1, 2013 for an unpaidsuspicion - that the person is a flighfacing criminal charges, increasing
bus ticket and then transferred to
. . immigration authorities, who
Ferry cuts loom despite opposition incarcerated her at a provincia
prison pending deportation. O

Major cutbacks and far hikeswith the cuts on the grounds thaDecember 20 she hung herself i
are on the way to the Britishferry serviceis an essential servicehe bathroom of the Vancouve
Columbia ferry system, despiteto coastal communities, and alsAirport detention center and eight
public opposition. opposed the idea of slot machineslays later died in hospital, while

Claiming that the province on ferries. stillunder CBSA custody. CBSA |
needs to save $19 millionin costs, The service cuts are expectedept her death a secret, and t
Transportation Minister Todd to have a negative impacton manylate neither a full coroner’s
Stone has confirmed that sailingcoastal communities, and on thénquest nor an independen
schedules will be reduced on 1&ourism sector. investigation has been ordered.
routes as of April 1. The govern- Meanwhile, the provincial Since September 17, 201
ment will also eliminate the Liberal government is pushinghundreds of migrant detainees
Monday-Thursday free trips for hard for expansion of tanker trafficincarcerated at the Centre Eag
seniors, jack up fares another 3.5%glong the coast. Various liquid Correctional Centre in Lindsay,
and introduce slot machines omatural gas (LNG) and tar sand®Ontario have been on strike,
some vessels as a “pilot project.’projects will require a huge including boycotting theirdetentionrisk, a danger to public safety,in-custody tension and violence

More than 3,700 peopleincrease in the numbers of shiphiearings and hunger-strike (twainadmissible on security groundsdue to different lived experiences.
participated in consultations, andcontaining these products,menwere on hunger strike for oveor is not adequately identified. 8) Canada is one of the only
thousands more sent submissionsultiplying the chances of sixty days). The detainees areContrary to popular perception,“Western” countries to have
or were selected for opiniondisastrous spills in environ- calling for their release and an en®4.2% of refugees are detained oindefinite detention with no time

surveys. The majority disagreedmentally sensitive watere. to indefinite detention and grounds other than being an allegetimit on how long a migrant can be
maximum-security incarceration. security threat. incarcerated. The US and EU
— - ) Striking migrants have faced 4) Detainees are held in eithecountries have a 90-day
What could British Columbia do reprisals with many deported,one of three CBSA-run “presumptive period,” meaning
H HTH locked-up in segregation, movedmmigration detention centers orthat if removal cannot happen
with $2'4: bllllon a_nnual revenue to other prisons, and denied accesa one of over forty provincial within 90 daysthen detainees must
by reversing the Liberal tax cuts? to legal counsel. prisons, including maximum- be released. In Canada, some
These stories have broughtecurity prisons. Over one-thirdimmigration detainees have been
Gordon CampeIB ax cuk for the wealthy and some attention to migrant detentiorof all migrant detainees are held irheld for over seven years.

. . in Canada, but the reality is thatprovincial prisons. 9) Canada has no
corporations cost the B.C. tr_ea_SU@Q-Ar b|II|_on migrant detention is shrouded in 5) The three immigration institutionalized framework for
every year in lost revenug\e invite you tathis secrecy. detention centers are in Torontoconsistentindependent monitoring
forum on how to reverse the caiand put people Laval and Vancouver. The ofdetentionconditions and making

d th . R P ——— o5 Quick facts on migrant detention centerin Lavalis actl_JaIIyrepqrts on these conditions
and tnhe environment aneaa or private prai detention in Canada called the‘Centre de prévention publicly available. Only the Red
de I'immigration” (Immigration Cross has some limited access to
ThurSday, Feb. 27, 7:30 pm 1) Since 2004, there have beefPrevention Center). immigration detention centers, and
8,838-14,362 migrant detentions 6) Despite whatthe Immigrationin the case of the Vancouver
Centre for SOCiaIiSt Education per year in Canada. Minister says, detention centerdetention center, even lawyers do
. 2) Over the past seven yearsare not “hotel-style” facilities. not have access to visit detainees.
706 Clark Drlve, Vancouver the number of detained minors haPetention centers and provincial 10) According to an
. fluctuated between 196 to 807prisons have barred windows andndependent study, over 75% of
Everyone welcome, efreshments povided. children each year. The actuatentral locking systems, aredetained asylum-seekers are
Sponsoed by theVancouverEast Club, number is higher because childrersurrounded by high-tech razor-clinically depressed, 65% are
Communist Party of Canada. are not officially tracked as wirefences, and detainees have ndinically anxious, and over 40%
For info: 604-255-2041 or <pvoice @telus.net> detainees; rather, they ardreedom with limited access tosuffer from post-traumatic stress
J

classified as “accompanying” theirlawyers or visitation. In some disordere
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EDIT ORIALS

Support March 1 "Omnibus" rallies

The federal Conservatives increasingly use their entire too
in the drive to eliminate any effective opposition. With depres
regularity, Harper & Co. keep debate in Parliament to a minim
wrap up huge piles of reactionary legislation into “omnibus” b

BUT |16 BEEN ERODED
BY INFLATION S0 THAT..

RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE £
IN\POSS\BLE /

d 7/

and send spies and goons to intimidate citizens. Scientist
orderedto shutup, libraries are burned, veterans getflipped th
courtrulings are ignored, senators are dumped from caucus...
of arbitrary, arrogant actions of this government seems endl

The latest example is Bill C-23, the hilariously mis-named “
Elections Act.” Pundits and opposition MPs have found doze
clangers in this dangerous legislation, which escalates the
strategy to rig the next election to a whole new level. Frightenir]
the strategy just might work - not least by sending the discours
signal that no amount of public anger will deter the Harper neo-
from making Canada a more profitable place for transnati
corporations.

We can'tletthem get away with this deliberate voter suppredsi
tactic, but neither can we afford to wait until an election some {i

in 2015. March 1 offers the next good chance to build the fight
inthe streets across Canada. In cities and towns across the cq
grassroots organizers are planning “Omnibus Bump Har|

actions, bringing together a wide range of issues: defense ¢

environment, solidarity with Indigenous struggles, labour
migrant rights, the attack on Canada Post, unchecked milita
electoral democracy, and much more. Check out your local &

and start inviting friends and allies. Unity can defeat the Tjor

agenda - the time to build it is today!

A shameful anniversary

This issue appears just before the tenth anniversary of one ¢ft

most shameful episodes in Canadian history: the role of

government in the military coup d’etat which overthrew Haif's

democratically elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide on
29, 2004.
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T HOPE You'VE INVESTED
THAT WIGELY.

OVER 50 YEARS, (TS VALUE |
HAS GONE UP ONLY 25 CENTS.

Tim Hudak’ s Wal-Mart plat form

majority of people making very correctly dubbed “right to work
low wages and creating hugefor less”. When one takes an
amounts of wealth for the objective look at the economic
privileged few. In fact, according numbers, “right to work for less”
Cep. Ontarians have differing views to Forbes Magazine, as aresult ofeems to far better describe
on Wal-Mart’s business practicesWal-Mart’s low wage policies in Hudak’s plan. These American

By John Hanrahan,
’Evesident of Canadian
OUEonfederation of Unions

For adecade, Canadians have been told little about this storly. &d its corporate agenda. Andhe United States, the corporation'solices are designed to weaken

Haiti solidarity movements point out, there is compelling evide
of Canada’s involvement. Ayearin advance, the Liberal govern

hosted the Ottawa Initiative on Haiti at the Meech Lake resort eat

Gatineau, Québec. Canada took an active partin the forced e
Africa of President Aristide. Soldiers in Joint Task Force 2 w|

assignedtojoinlocal mercenaries and U.S. troopsillegally deplpye

to Port-au-Prince to conduct the coup.

Even the Parliamentary opposition of the time raised this matt

On March 10, 2004, Conservative foreign affairs critic asked in

Commons about what criteria were used to take part in a re§imgntario Progressive Conservative

change in Haiti.

The coup was followed by several documented massacre
arbitrary arrests of pro-democracy activists. Haiti's elec
government structure was dismantled, and U.S.-appointed reg
backed financially, militarily and diplomatically by Canada, &
accused of serious human rights abuses. A country with no ki

L cedlthough some may find the stordfounding Walton family now has labour rights and force downward
nice place to visit, very few would more wealth than the bottom 40%pressure on incomes and benefits,
hoose to work there. of Americans. That's over 126 creating a race to the bottom with
ile to The vast majority of Wal-Mart million people. Even more respect to wages and workplace

greemployees in Canada earn between rights.

|~ ~10to 12 dollars an hour. Not much The U.S. Census Bureau reports
Other
Voices ...

nerft

fasalary to raise a family on, ang that in American states that have
certainly notanincome mostwould these polices, the median yearly
e‘i)refer to work for. household income is a staggering
Tim Hudak, leader of the $6,437 less than the national
average, and not surprisingly,
Party, spent time as a Wal-Mart people are less likely to have health
amfanager before entering provinciakhocking is that in 2007, thisinsurance, while poverty andinfant
edpolitics. It appears from Hudak’s number was “only” 30%. mortality rates are 15% above the
mesconomic platform that although  This creates a situation that'snational average. These are the
re he no longer works at a Wal-Martgreat for a tiny minority at the top, kinds of rights in store for Ontario
owstore, he most certainly intends tdut lousy for workers. And what's workers under the Wal-Mart

th

cases of cholera for the past century, Haiti now has one of the
cholera epidemics in the world, thanks to the contaminatio
water sources by UN occupation troops.

The story is a sickening example of Canada’s dirty role in
21stcentury imperialist subjugation of developing countries. Red
are encouraged to sign the online apology for Canada’s role ir
ongoing tragedy.

Look for the petition at www.apologytohaiti.ca.

[

vorgin the province like one. the problem with running Ontarioeconomy of the Hudak
of It may look like blue smocks by this economic model? YouConservatives.

and happy face buttons forguessed it, most Ontarians are The question is, are Ontarians
heeveryone in Ontario. If Hudak hasworkers. ready to trade their standard of
defdis way, the province may be the Hudak proposes so-calledlivingand future economic security
thigture low wage capital of Canada.‘Right to work” polices, a right- for the completely unproven and
The Wal-Mart/Tim Hudak wing concept form the United unsubstantiated promise of “more
labour strategy consists of a vasStates that his opponents hav@bs™? (Kind of like how Free
Trade Agreements and billion

dollar tax cuts to corporations
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during the past few years were
supposedto “create jobs” as well.)

| suspect the answer will be a
resounding noe

Wal-Mart, put, my ctore out, of
buginede ¢o [ had to get, a job at
Wal-Mart. Thanke te Wal-Mart,,
[ can mow omly afford to ghop at,

Wal-Mart. Enjoy chopping at,
Wal-Mart,.
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Will your mall be safe in a “superbox”?

about the government’s inflatedshow that in British Columbia Anik Losier told CBC that “The Vancouver suburb, says that

numbers for economic losses aalone, Canada Post has recorddshit mailis intended to catch thosehieves are using a screwdriver or
“There is no problem, and if Canada Post. We’'ll return to thatmore than 4,800 incidentswho are doing criminal activities. crowbar to simply pry open

there is a problem, we're fixing it, topic in a future issue. But for involving community mailboxes, We know that when they bring thatindividual mailboxes, attacking the

By Kimball Cariou

so don’t worry.” now, there are already mail with them, it enables vulnerable lock mechanism. There
That's the argument from serious concerns about our postal inspectors ashave been at least 375 reported

Canada Post and the federathe cost of leasing or well as police to catch incidents of mailbox tampering in

Conservative government when itouying tens of thousands them.” Belcarra and surrounding

Losier couldn’t say how municipalities in the past five
many bait-mail operations years. Yet residents are rarely
have been run. A 2010 informedwhentheir mail has been
report from Surrey RCMP compromised, putting their
noted that a bait mail sting personal information at risk.

comes to security of the mailof sites for community
delivery system. But the reality ismailboxes in urban
much different. neighbourhoods wher

Canada Post has announced land values are sky-hig a n a a
“restructuring” program to Let's look at a related
eliminate urban door-to-door mail question raising serious with Canada Post resulted Despite these reports, Losier
delivery withinthe nextfive years. concerns in many parts of in 39 arrests, but the says community mailboxes are
“Community superboxes” are the country: the insecurity -:.:’.—:".rf s problem has notgone away.“very secure” and that the number
coming toyour neighbourhood, asof the “community v One Surrey resident told of incidents is “still incredibly
they already have in rural and manynailboxes.” the CBC that his low.” Her advice: “never leave
suburban areas. Canada Post and Tory gty community mailbox has mail overnight, because that's

The public relations campaignpoliticians dismiss the been plagued by “non-stopwhere generally most of these
to sell this change relies heavily orepidemic of mailbox theft as trivial ranging from vandalism and arsorbreak-ins” over the past decadeincidents occur.”
distorted facts and outright lies.(“most of your mail doesn’t get to mail theft. Those incidents tookoften in broad daylight. In otherwords, don'tforget your
For example, Canada Post'stolen”), oras a“British Columbia place in over 130 communities “The doors are left wide open -hike to the superbox every day,
$500,000 a year CEO Deepalproblem.” between 2008 and 2013. the two big panel doors - andand never go on vacation.
Chopra claims that 66% of Yes, that's right, other A quick Google search on thisobviously mailmissing.Lookslike = The Canadian Union of Postal
Canadians already get our mail aCanadians shouldn’t worry, topic shows that the 4,800 numbemail fraud-type people looking for Workers says the theft problems
community mailboxes. But the because mail thefts are mords almost certainly an phony IDs.” will persist if the company insists
actual figure is just 25%, while common in B.C. Those of us whounderstatement. Many community A new super mailbox with a on replacing home delivery with
33% get door-to-door, 25% bylive on the west coast are notmailbox recipientstelllocal mediaspecial anti-pry bar device wassuper mailboxesinall urban areas.
apartment lobby mail boxes, 12%reassured by this blandand police that their boxes havenstalled at that particular site Can readers share experiences
general delivery and 5% at ruralexplanation, nor do we necessarilyoeen hit repeatedly by criminalsrecently, but the break-ins haverom the rest ofCanad? Is it true
mail boxegThanks to PV reader believe it to be true. using everything from crowbars tocontinued. that mailbox crooks prefer to stay
Joyce Neufeld for those numbers Here are somefacts. Documentpick-up trucks. There are even The mayor of Belcarra, awestofthe Rockies? Letusknaav!
from a 2012 Canada Postreport!)obtained by CBC News through areports that some thieves now

There are also huge questionfreedom of information requestappear to have keys, eliminatinggm

- any need for brute strength I

nearly one out of every four| &
community mailboxes in the

website shows the attacks clustere
in areas such as the Fraser Vallg
and along every major highway.
F a A B _ As nearly everyone points out, "
’~ — '1 { the relatively flimsy aluminum | =
] N A W construction of these boxesmakep® =
ever gal n ar them an easy target. Butinstead gf |
replacing lightweight theft magnets| Z
People AV oA N MO =laleEIg ith sturdier mailboxes, Canada
Post claims to be expanding thg
To order a copy of the People’s Voice 2014 Anti-First World War  use of so-called “bait mail”, hoping | *
Calendar, send $15 (includes postage and handling) to People’s to catch the crooks in problemk——_ L
Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. Contact us at areas, such as Surrey. Th|svandal|zed superboxinthe Surrey areawas showninaCTV
604-255-2041 or pvoice@telus.net for bulk order prices. Canada Post spokeswomarews story.

Imperialism’ s shif ting strategy in
an age of crisis

US weakness was underlinednechanisms by which the richthe “haves and the have mores,” tof the occupations of Iraq and

In this extract from his new

book “Divide And Ruin: by a disastrous attempt to usevorld kept the poor world poor use the memorable phraseology afghanistan, the domestic political
The West’s Imperial ’ Georgiaas a stalking horse againstnymore. George W. Bush. Its strategy todaylifficulties resulting from tens of
Russiain a highly symbolicfailure  Many of us at the time felt thatis a lot more cunning. thousands of dead and disabled

Strategy In An Age Of
Crisis”, published by
Liberation Media, Dan
Glazebrook argues that the
West's reliance on proxy
forces is symptomatic of a
deep-rooted crisis.

of Western military might to the gamewasupfortheempire. Of Its new wars are not, in thesoldiers, and the inescapable fact
impose its will. Everywhere, it course,the US and Europeanrulingnain, fought by white people in of military defeat, mean that direct
seemed, the neocolonial grip ofclass was never going to simplyUS and European uniform but byconquest and occupation is no
US and Europe was being forcedjive up its global dominancebearded jihadi militants, as inlonger a viable option.
loose. without a fight and history shows Libya and Syria, or black African  The shiftto war by proxy is thus
On an ideological level, that it is precisely when they arearmies, asin Mali, commanded byalso a sign of vulnerability and
imperialism had been exposed atsing power that ruling elites arean “anti-war” politician of African weakness. At the same time,
Things were not looking good never before. The Iraq war turnecat their most brutal. But surely, itheritage who came to power byeconomic and military crisis has
for imperialism in 2008. The what used to be treated aseemed, their aggression woulghosing as the very antithesis ofed to a reduced ambition on the
occupations of Iraq and conspiracytheory-the notionthatfrom now on be exposed andBush. part of the imperial states.
Afghanistan, so loudly trumpetedWestern governments wereisolated. Atthe sametime, imperialism’'s As the late historian Eric
as “victories” a few years earlier, prepared to slaughter hundreds of The idea that just three yearsiew wars are sold as responses tdobsbawm put it when |
were suffering increasingly heavythousands of innocent people idater, leftists, liberals and Muslimscrises - the cry that “somethinginterviewed him in 2008, “[The
blows at the hands of doggedunprovoked acts of aggression tdhe world over would be mustbe done”to preventgenocidéJS] can still destroy us all but it
resistance movements andurther their imperial interests - cheerleading the bombing of yetin Benghazi or Damascus seemingannot make the world go its way
economic crisis had broken outinto incontrovertible common another Arab country by the verya lot more urgent than Bush andany more.” The wars in
across the entire Western world. knowledge. countries that had destroyed Iradlair's cack-handed attempts toAfghanistan and Iraq have
Huge chunks of the globe Meanwhile, the anti- and would be doing so withcraft justifications for wars to demonstrated this clearly.
appeared to be breaking free fronglobalisation movement-and everapparent UN and Arab Leaguewhich everybody knew they were The new governments in both
decades of subservience to US anitk Establishment counterpart, thesupport, seemed unthinkable. already committed. This move tocountries, despite being the
European domination, with Make Poverty History campaign- The truth is that empire’s a reliance on proxy forces rathemproducts of outright conquest by
popular leftistmovements cominghad alerted the Western public testrategy today is far more insidioughan imperialist troops, however,imperialism, often refuse to toe
to power throughout Latin Americathe reality of debt extortion andthaninthe days of Bush and Blairis not only an attempt to bewilderthe line of their Western patrons,
and Colonel Gadaffi’s vision of an the role of international finance inImperialism no longer swaggersand confuse. It is also driven bywith Afghan President Hamid
independent and anti-colonialthe perpetuation of Third World onto the world stage in a cowboythe reality of military and economic Karzai frequently denouncing US
African Union was gaining poverty and hunger. No one couldhat declaring its determination tocrisis.
currency across the continent.  claim to be ignorant of the launch “crusades” on behalf of The estimated $3 trillion cost __ S€€ IMPERIALISM, p. 11
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“Unfair” Elections

People’s Voice Commentary

Republican-style maneuverstoget Investigations into that scandal
around or simply ignore Electionsare still dragging on, hampered bydefinition of “campaign expenses” conducts elections would become

Act: what’ s going on?

The legislation also changes thesuch activities by the body which

Seventeen long months afterAct provisions which cramp their Tory foot-dragging. Elections togive the Tories yetanother edgea criminal offense.

promising to clean up Canada’sstyle.
electoral system, the Harper

Canada has sought increasetlhe costs of calling anyone who This sweeping change even
Yet Poilievre brazenly told the powers to deal with similar crimesdonated $20 or more during theextends to the annual Democracy

Conservatives finally tabled their House of Commons on Feb. 3 thain future elections. Instead, C-23past five years will no longer beWeek conducted by Elections

“Fair Elections Act” in the House the governmenthad consulted with . .

of Commons on Feb. 4. ButdespiteChief Electoral Officer Marc “One might have thought that when the Conservative
its name, Bill C-23 was Mayrand. “I did meet with the government finally got around to reforming election law,
immediately condemned by mostCEO of Elections Canada somdt would be to try to prevent the kind of voter suppression
observers as an attempt to protedime ago and we had a terrific andand electoral fraud Canada saw in the 2011 election. But
the electorala very long meeting, at which |when they said they would make it harder to break the
advantages already held by thdistened carefully to all of his rules, it seems they were talking about cracking down on
homeless voters, not party bagmen.” - Ottawa Citizen

and expand

Conservatives, withoutaddressindgdeas,” Poilievre declared.
the corrupt activitieswhich tainted  (Some will recall Mr. Poilievre
the 2011 campaign.

Canada, and its Student Vote
Program (SVP), which will now
be anillegal program for the Chief
Electoral Officer to run. During
the 2011 general election, over
500,000 students across Canada
cast mock ballots through SVP, an
effort designed to encourage them
to vote when they turn 18. (The

asthe Tory attack dog after the 2006vould take away power from theconsidered a campaign expenseConservatives usually do very

This is not the first time a federal election, when he savagethdependent, arms-length EC, byThis change gives the Tories widepoorly in this mock student vote,
Conservative government hasritics of the “in and out” expensemoving the Commissioner of scope to campaign among theiwhile Communist candidates geta
introduced sweeping undemocratidaundering scheme perpetrated b anada Elections office to withindonors, freeing up thousands ofmuch higher vote than their

changestothe electoral system. Badke Conservatives. That scheme wah e
in 1993, the Mulroney Tories foundto beillegal, yetthe “law andProsecutions, i.e. under thecampaign budget for other forms One
amended the Elections Act, justorder” Harper Tories pretend thegovernment’s control.

months before being reduced to jusbpposite to this day.)
two MPs in Parliament. That

Director of Public dollars from every constituencyaverage in the “real” campaign.)
NDP Member of
of spending. Parliament has provided an

As anOttawa Citizereditorial Among the widely reported interesting insight into this aspect

Poilievre’s latest lie was said, “With another election changes proposed by Bill C-23of C-23: “Well over a year ago,

legislation included little-known immediately exposed by ECcomingsoon, Canadians stilldon'tare amendments to make it hardeMPs were briefed by the Chief

draconian measuresto “deregister”
small political parties, seize their,

fundsto oppose the entire proces
It took a seven-year political and
legal campaign by the Communis
Party of Canada to overturn the
worst aspects of the legislation.

This time around, Pierre
Poilievre, the “minister of state
for democratic reform”, told
Canadians that the changes i
Bill C-23 will “increase
democracy.”

Yet this 240-page bill was
tabled one day, and debate force
to begin the next day. Next, theg
government refused to agree f
an NDP motion to send the bill
to committee study after First
Reading, cutting down on any

know what really happened into vote. Again following in the Electoral Officer that, in the 2015
2011 or who was responsiblefootsteps of their Republicanelection, Elections Canada would
Mayrand has said that thementors, the Tories seek to useontinue to expand its efforts to
Commissioner of Canadaevery method to suppress voteenhance voter turn-out by placing
Elections should have the poweturnout among “unfriendly” polling stations on over 20
to compel testimony; this bill sections of the population. university and college campuses
does not create that.” The bill proposes to “tighten across Canada, as well as in or
This editorial actually up” voter identification rules and near urban Aboriginal Friendship
understandsthe problem. Astheo eliminate the practice of Centres or similar facilities. | was
NDP has pointed out, C-23 limits“vouching” for other voters who present with Conservative MPs
the ability of investigators to lack proper|.D. at polling stations.during this briefing, and | can
force violators to provide Not coincidentally, those voterstestify that the faces of several of
testimony; it prevents both thelargely include First Nations, them went either white or purple
Chief Electoral Officer and students and people who live inupon hearing this news.”
possibly the Commissioner ofpoverty. Quoting theOttawa Citizen
Elections Canadafrom speaking The 2011 campaignsaw120,00@nce again: “One might have
about possible or suspectedioters register at the polls throughthoughtthatwhenthe Conservative
fraud; it prohibits the Chief this method, andthrough expandedovernment finally got around to
Electoral Office from hiring acceptance of the EC Voterreforming election law, it would
technical experts or otherldentification Cards. These arebe to try to prevent the kind of
specialists without the approvalpeople who do not have standard ovoter suppression and electoral
of the government; and it doesup-to-date I.D. documents, or havdraud Canada saw in the 2011

opportunity for amendments. Thespokesperson John Enright, whaot address the problem of foreigmo fixed address, or who haveelection. But when they said they
indications are that the Toriespointedly stated that“There’sbeertelecommunications servicerecently moved, or otherwise don’twould make it harder to break the
intend to drive C-23 through all no consultation on the contents oproviders hired to get aroundmeet the requirements of therules, it seems they were talking
three readings in the Commons athe bill.” Canadian laws. Elections Act. They are notaboutcracking downonhomeless
soon as possible, with a minimum  Much of the current animosity  In another Orwellian turn of criminals or fraudsters, just citizensvoters, not party bagmen.”
number of changes. directed at EC by the Harper Toriephrase, Poilievre claims that C-23vho want to vote. Despite all the When it comes to electoral

This strategy is consistent withgoes back to the so-called‘closes loopholes to big money”. right-wing fear-mongering, only a procedures, the message from the
the government’'s track record,“robocall’ scandalduringthe 2011Yet the legislation actually doeshandful of accusations have beetdarper Conservatives is clear.
including their refusal to consult election. The Conservatives werghe opposite, by raising campaigrmade aboutillegal voting, a patternThere is no fundamental human or
with Elections Canada (EC) priorwidely accused of dirty tricks in spending limits a hefty five percent.similar to the U.S. civilrightto castaballotin Canada
to introducing C-23. This wasthat campaign, most notablyThe bill also raises the maximum And Bill C-23 gets even worse or to encourage others to vote;
hardly surprising, considering thatengineering thousands of callsdonation limit from individuals to on this point. The legislation instead, our laws are rapidly being
the Harper clique in the PMO canfrom phony “Elections Canada” parties, from the current $1200 upactually makes it illegal for amended to make such activities
barely control their disdain for therepresentatives to tell votersto $1500. This is a huge benefit tcElections Canadato conduct publigrounds for suspicion or even
arms-length body responsible forleaning to the opposition partiesthe Tories, who have a wider baseampaigns urging people to getriminal charges. It's a scary
conducting federal elections. Forthat their polling places hadof wealthy donors capable ofout and vote. Perhaps uniquelyprospect, andit’s taking place right
years, the Tories have used U.Ssupposedly been “moved.” contributing another $300 annually.among major capitalist countries,before our eye®

Brampton meeting slams high auto insurance

British Columbia, Saskatchewan,where postal services are beingoronto Area (GTA) to resist the
Manitoba and Quebec, whereprivatized. The next step, shegreed ofthe insurance companies
Brampton residents registeredoeople pay less for auto insurancavarned, would be more cuts toand pledged his organisation’s
their resistance to the atrociousand get more services. Shenealth and education. support.
cost of car insurance by attendingategorically denied the claimsby The Communist Party, said Prominent media person Anil
arecent public meeting addressethe companies that Brampton isRowley, will resist the Tories, Kundra urged the South Asian
by Elizabeth Rowley, the Ontariothe region where most fraudulentdemanding better health servicessommunity to show their strength,
Communist leader who is on tourclaims are filed, increasingincluding optical and dental careto make elected Conservative o
campaigning for a People’spremiums. Ifthatwas the case, sh every citizen, better support forLiberal MPPs understand the
Alternative to capitalist asked, why does the profit margineducation, a better public transilanguage of people’s pressure. H
globalization. increase every year for the samsystem, and higher minimumpromised to start an aggressiv§ .
Rowley criticized the Ontario companies? wages. campaign on radio and in the prin{
Liberal government for failing to  She urged residents to form a Dr. Chaman Cheema, amedia to expose the nexus of "=
reduce auto insurance costs, evegoalition to fight against the professional accountant and NDRnsurance companies, orthopedi@
though they won the last electioncompanies, and urged people tamember, expressed his anger ovatoctors,  therapists  andi
on this issue. Both the Liberalscall the offices of MPs, MPPs andthe expensive cost of autochiropractors, who work hand injg
and the NDP are hand in glovegity councillors, telling them to insurance, and told his experiencdéand to get fraudulent claims anc
allowing the insurance companiestake action or face repercussionef British Columbia where make money.
profit to hit $4.4 billion last year, in the next election. premiums are lower. Representatives of various
and to earn a minimum of 12% on Rowley explainedindetailwhy  Surjit Sahota, Secretary of thepeoples’ organizations agreed t(
each insurance policy they sell. the Harper governmentis attackingndo-Canadian Workers create a larger coalition, and to
Rowley demanded a publicCanada Post, following theAssociation, called uponresidentsneet on March 9 to chart out theElizabeth Rowley at Brampton
insurance policy for Ontario, as infootsteps of Britain and Germany,of Brampton and the Greaternext course of actiom. forum on auto insurance rates.

Special to PV
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Bangladesh factory owners intimidate workers

The Bangladeshi government should stop gar-
ment factory owners from threatening workers
for organizing trade unions, and prosecute those
responsible for attacks on labour leaders, Human
Rights Watch said in this Feb. 4 report, calling on
major US and European retailers to ensure that
Bangladeshi suppliers respect labour rights.

Human Rights
interviewed 47 workers in 21

factories in and around Dhakainterviews conducted in Dhakaa brothel.

Watch officer of a trade union.”

In Human Rights Watch

agreed to resign. extra work so they did not have Mostofthe workersinterviewed
Many female workers said theytime to meet colleagues. Otherby HRW were employed by
received threats or insults of asaidthatfactory managersrefuseflactories that manufacture
sexual nature. For exampleto meetthem. garments for export and are
workers complained that in one Labour activists also supposed to comply with
factory a supervisor said that anycomplained that some of the unionsnternational retailers’ codes of
woman joining the union would in factories are not genuinelyconduct. Typically these codes
be stripped of her clothes andndependent, but are so-callednclude provisions that protectthe
throwninto the street. Elsewhere dyellow unions”, established by right of workers to form unions.
manager said that a female uniothe owners to control workers and After the Rana Plaza disaster,
organizer was “polluting” his preventthem from establishing orcoming on the heels of the fire at
factory and should go and work injoining the union of their choice. the Tazreen Fashions factory in
Many of the workers describedNovember 2012 in which at least

The workers claimed that somefrom October 2013 onwards, many A union organizer in a different how labour relations, and working 118 workers died, both the US and
managers intimidate and mistreabf the interviewees describedfactory said he received a phoneonditions, in their Bangladeshithe EU called on the Bangladeshi
employees involved in setting upabusive practices.
unions, including threatening to  One female worker said thatagain and threatening to kill him if have been frequent strikes ando improve labour rights. The US

kill them. Some union organizerswhen the workers in her factoryhe did so. When he went there th@rotests, some of which turnandthe EU compose Bangladesh’s

were beaten up, and others saigresented their union registratiomext day he was surrounded by aiolent.

calltelling him notto come to work factories are poor. As a result thergiovernment and garments industry

two largest overseas markets for

they had losttheir jobs or had beefiorm to the company owner, hegroup of men who beat him and Yetfactory ownersinterviewed garments.

forced to resign. Factory ownersthrew it in the dustbin - then slashed him with blades.

sometimes used local gangsters to

by Human Rights Watch said they InJune 2013, the US announced
the suspension of Bangladesh’s

threaten or attack workers outsids
the workplace, including at their
homes, they said.

Bangladesh amendedits labo
law in July 2013 after widespread
criticism following the collapse of
the Rana Plaza building, whic
killed more than 1,100 garment
workers. The labour ministry had
previously refused to register all
but a handful of unions, but the|
amendments have made it easig
for unions to be formed. More
than 50 factory-level unions have
been established, but since the la
still requires union organizers to
get the support of 30% of the
factory’s workers before
registering a union, employer
threats and intimidation make it 8
difficult task, especially in
factories employing thousands o
people.

“The best way to avoid future
Rana Plaza-type disasters and e
the exploitation of Bangladeshi

workers is to encourage thelmage: http://listengirlfriends.word

establishment ofindependenttrade

trade benefits underthe Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP). In
order to regain these benefits, the
US demanded that Bangladesh
improve its monitoring and
inspection of factories andincrease
“fines and other sanctions,
including loss of import and export

1 licenses” that fail to comply with

. labour, fire, or building standards.
In July 2013, the EU’s European
trade commissioner, Karel De
Gucht, warned that Bangladesh
might lose its duty-free and quota-
free access to the EU if it did not
improve its record on labour rights
and workplace safety. The EU will
conduct a review in the summer of
2014.

Alegally binding safety accord
signed by 125 mainly European
retailers after Rana Plaza also
calledfortrade unions, where they
exist, to play an important role in
ensuring factory safety.

“It is now time for those in the
Bangladeshi garment industry to
wake up and realize that they are

B ™

press.com/2013/12/13/2267/

unions to monitor and protectthreatened the workers, saying he Workers at one large factorydo not believe that permitting theendangering their business if they
workers’rights,” said Brad Adams, would never allow the union to said they were trying to form their existence of independent tradedo not comply with what the US,
HRW Asia director. “The start. Two of her fellow organizers unionwithoutthe managers findingunions will improve the situation. the EU, and their own government
government has belatedly begunwere later attacked by unknownout, because they were afraid ofDne accused union organizers irare demanding,” Adams said. “But
to register unions, which is anperpetrators, one with cuttingretaliation and losing their jobs.his factory of fighting among unfortunately, some garment
important first step, but it now shears. Two weeks later, a grou®ther union organizers describedhemselves for control of the union;factory owners are continuing their
needsto ensure thatfactory ownersf men, including a local gangsterbeing harassed without the use ofinother was afraid that political narrow focus of renewed anti-union
stop persecuting their leaders andnd the owner’s brother, visitedthreats and violence. Someparties mighttry to manipulate theaction based on seeing unions as a

actually allow them to function.” her home and threatened her. Sheomplained that they were givenunions.

There are more than 5,000
garment factories in Bangladesh
The US and European Union (EU
have both linked Bangladesh’
continued access to trad
preferences to making urgen
improvementsin labour rights and
workplace safety.

The government and the
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) should
ensure compliance with the labou
law, and sanction companies which
abuse worker rights. In July 2013
Bangladesh ratified International
Labour Organization (ILO)
conventions 87 and 98 on freedom
of association and collective
bargaining, and is required to
protect the rights contained in
them.

Section 195 of the Bangladesh
Labour Act (2006, amended 2013
outlaws numerous “unfair labour
practices.” For example, no
employer shall, “dismiss,
discharge, remove from
employment, or threaten to
dismiss, discharge, or remove fron
employmentaworker, or injure or
threaten to injure himin respect of
his employment by reason that th
worker is or proposes to becom
or seeks to persuade any othgr
person to become, a member

Worker interviews

Identities and factory names
withheld to protect workers
against possible retaliation

Factory 1, Female
worker

One of the main problems |
had with the factory was that it
was very dirty. One time | even
found leeches in the drinking
water container, and there wa

our lunches and eat in the toilet

We started to organize the

union in July. When we took the
registration form to the owner
he threw it in the dustbin. He

said that he would spend lots ofmy trade union by my colleaguesreceived verbal abuse. WheneveAs well as being threatened, o

money to stop the union from

being formed. He said he wouldconfidentially. But one day the us.
bribe the police and hire thugs.floor supervisor found out. He

So we felt really scared.
In total there were 14

organizers. Two of them wereHe then slapped me in the faceworker
beaten. One woman was attackethsulted me, and said | would lose
with cutting shears. Then somemy job.

rmencameto my house. Thiswas We registered our union on

Yhe most.
no space to eat so we had to take

threat to their control.®

September 29, 2013. We haven'he says thatanyone whoisint
lost our jobs but the workers whounion will be stripped naked an
are union members are suffering &icked into the street. Anothe
lot. They have increased theone of the supervisors said th
about 15-20 days after weamountof work that all of us havethe three main organizers of th
submitted the forms. There wadgo complete. If we don't finish the union will be shot dead, that th
one mastan [gangster] as well agork they insult us. This situationowner is planning to hirg
the owner’s brother and some otheforced one of our colleagues toassassins to shoot us. When

staff. The mastan said, “if you doresign. complained about this to th
not leave your job we will do production manager he accus
something serious to you, so takq:actory 2, Male us oquing politicsinthe factory}.
your money, take two months’ pay, He said that whoever doe
and go away.” | was terrified anaworker 2 politics will be sacked and noy
solagreed. | signed the resignation that the union has been formg
letter and was given the money. we are responsible for all th
Whoever raises their heads sufferg; }Sroblems of the workers.

In December we invited the
anagementto a meeting butthe
fused. The production manage
said, “the union will not help us so
don't try to fight the owner. If you Factory 3, Male
Factory 2, Male try to fight then we will make sure yworker 1

you won't be able to walk again.”
worker 1 Since we have formed the union Whenwe were organizingth
| was elected the president ofsome of our members haveunion, we were treated badly.
ir
it

oD

and we started to organizetheygetthe opportunity,theyinsultworkload was increased so

was hard to find the time to tal
to my colleagues about the unio
It was registered in June 201
Then things became wors
Some local gangsters beat me

. . and told me not to encourag
Inthe sewing section, when the N

line supervisor walks up and down,

started to threaten me. He saidFaCtory 2’ Female
“you will be killed by the owners.”

T WS

9}

see INTERVIEWS, p. 11
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¥ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Threats target people  with disabilities international airport. Ac_ouple_ofworkers, after all. Why the lower the company. The Ssangyong
) employment opportunities. months later, an Australian unionamount all of a sudden? Who puthapter of the Korean Metal
Kuwait workers Others, however, argue thatdelegation was detained and thepressure on the committee?" Workers’ Union called the latest
several states have phased out tteent home. Hamida Hossain, convener ofruling “a confirmation of the first
Oilindustry workers in Kuwait use of sheltered workshops with The Fiji Trade Union CongressWorkers Security Forum, said atstep toward future resolution of
face fines or imprisonment forfew ill effects. In 2003, for wants unions from around thethe rally. the Ssangyong issue.”

allegedly damaging the economyexample, Vermonteliminated suchworld to “continue their much-  AmirulHaque Amin, president

if they carry out a strike action programs altogether. Instead, th@eeded support for campaign®fthe National Garment WorkersMinerS ra”y

tentatively planned for the weekstate focused on providing training,against the violation of our Federation, demanded the ) ) .

starting Feb. 10. Oil Minister Ali support and transition services tavorkers”. international retailers and theagamst Rio T Into
Al-Omair has announced that arpeople with disabilities and their ~ The latest episode started hourgovernment evenly splitwhatever

emergency plan is ready in casemployers. Today, 40 percent obefore the 2013 New Year's Evecompensation is finalised among The Rio Tinto Global Union

the unions do not suspend or canc&lermonters with disabilities are celebrations, when over 400themselves. Network took to the streets of Cape
the strike. employed in ‘“integrated Starwood Sheraton Resortworkers Town on Feb. 6, supported by
Kuwaiti media sources said thatemployment” jobs, compared toheld a wildcat stoppage to prOteSCOUI’t rejects hundreds of members from the
the government will not allow any less than 20 percent of workerananagement’s arbitrary decision - National Union of Mineworkers
action that may cost the economywith disabilities nationwide. to take away working conditions. company lies (NUM) and South African
to incur nearly $350 million in  Advocates say thatif the ObamaThe stoppage was short and sharp. Clothing and Textile Workers’

losses each day. The governmergdministration were to eliminate Managementagreed tocome back Workers who lost their jobs atUnion  (SACTWU). The
intends to resort to Article No. 1414(c) programs for federalwithin 14 days and respond to theSsangyong Motor in 2009 may bedemonstrators demanded an end
of Law 1/1993, which stipulatescontractors, state and localworkers’ claims. heading back to work after anto Rio Tinto’'s bad corporate
that public employees who commitgovernments might follow a  After the stoppage was alreadyappeals court ruling that found thebehaviour at its operations around
a mistake that leads to financialsimilar course. In the meantime,over, police fromthe capital, Suvamass layoffs invalid. On Feb. 7, athe world.
losses or affects the interests of thgroups such as the American Civilarrived at the Sheraton resort t&Seoul High Courtjudge overturned The rally culminated outside
authority where they work will be Liberties Union are joining the declare the workers had taken patthe original verdict in a case filedthe Cape Town Convention
sentenced to no less than thredebate. “14(c) workers can and inan‘illegal strike”. Theregime’s against Ssangyong by 153Centre, where the world’s largest
years imprisonment, or fined a Labour Minister denied he ordereddismissed workers. The courtruleccongress on mining, the Mining
minimum of 3,000to 20000dinars( N\ the police to arrest people, buinfavourofthe plaintiffs, ordering Indaba, was on its last day.
($12,000 to $80,000 Cdn.), or one strong rumours suggest the orderpayment of one million won  Speakers stressed that while Rio
of the two penalties. The same came from higher up. Seemingly(US$930) each to 151 of them. Tinto is generating enormous
article applies to “grave mistakes’ in retaliation, the police wreaked While it did acknowledge that profits from its operations, workers
which harm the State’s finances o havoc at the hotel union’s office, Ssangyong was dealing with aare struggling with unsafe,
national interests. taking computers, phones andnanagement crisis at the time, th@recarious work. Calling the
The Kuwait National Petroleum other equipment “for evidence™. court found that the severity of thesituation unacceptable, they
Company and Kuwait Oil The office was running againcrisis had been exaggerated andemanded that the benefits from
Company have made tremendou within days, after the global hotelno urgent need for the layoffs washe mines should be shared with
efforts to outlaw the intended strike union, the IUF, provided their Fiji demonstrated. everyone, and not only used for
by issuing direct warnings to their, affiliate with funds to replace the In April 2009, Ssangyong increasing company profits.
employees. Several Kuwaiti equipment now held in a police cell.notified the union of restructuring  The rally marked the official
lawmakers have also criticized th¢ But the police kept hounding manyplans that would cut 2,646 of itslaunch of the Rio Tinto Global

Chair of the Petroleum and ) oftheresortworkers. lttookamassive,135 staff positions. The reasoriJnion Network’'s campaign to
Petrochemical Workers Union, campaign, including 15,000 emailgiven was its deteriorating increase unionisation at Rio Tinto.
Abdulaziz Al-Sharthan, for protests from around the world, tofinancial performance. Unionists But company management flatly

supporting the proposed strike. Al-should do productive work,” saysmake the regime back down. responded by occupying aplantimefused to meet with
Sharthanis accused of “threateningusan Mizner ofthe ACLU. “They  Fijian trade unions expect theirPyeongtaek for along-term strike representatives of the network to
the homeland”. should be paid a living wage, juststruggle will continue atleast untilwhich was eventually broken byreceive a memorandum of

as every worker should be paid d@he dictatorship is finally forced armed police. The following June,demands.

Disabled WOerrS Iivingwage.This_goestq principlesout at elections yvhich have beerl,666 of the 2,646 workers left The memorandum demands that
. of equity and fairness-issues thapromised late this year. Ssangyong through voluntaryRio Tinto, the Chamber of Mines

want mminimum are at the core of the 14th resignation, andthe other980weref South Africa, and the

Amendment and key to all civil laid off. International Council on Mining

wage rights movements.” Compe_ns_ate Rana That August, labor and and Metal, stop interfering in the
) ) Plaza victims managementreached an agreemeaollective bargaining process and
President Obama’s executive~ 2 rves dropped where 815 of the layoff victims ensure that workers have aright to
order raising the minimum wage 9 PP Bangladesh garment workerwould be put on unpaid leave refuse unsafe work. Rio Tinto also
to $10.10 an hour for federaljn Fiji strike trade union leaders have threateneallowed to resign voluntarily, or needs to commit to engagement

contractors may not apply to to launch countrywide protests ifshifted to sales positions, reducingvith workers and their trade
thousands of disabled workerswho - Unijons across the globe, havehe government does not scale uthe number of workers dismissedunions, and to minimize precarious
currently make subminimum peen gearing up for a fight tocompensations for Rana Plazdo 165. work  while  maximizing
wages. Some are paid as low agefend Fiji's ‘Sheraton Six’ - victimsinlinewith ILOstandards. In Nov. 2010, 153 of the permanent, full-time employment
pennies an hour under “14(C)hotel union activists threatened The government-appointed 31-dismissed workers filed suitagainstt their operations.

programs. ] ~with jail for an “illegal strike”. member panel recommended

Ina Feb. 4 talk show interview The regime had declared thagbout $21,000 for each deady/” ) ]

U.S. Secretary of Labor Thomaspaniel Urai, the leader of the Fiji victim’s family; but under the Join the Communist "G;
Perez referred to 14(c)-anHotel Union and President of thelLO’s ‘loss of earnings’ standards, %
exemption in the Fair Labor Fijji Trade Union Congress, andwhich fix compensation based or] Party Of Canada =M
Standards Act that excludesive others, had contravened thehe age of the victims and national The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of
W(_)rlkers _Wlth dlsablht-les _from Essential National Industrieslife expectancy, 't.WOUId come to fighting for jobs, equality, peace, éanadian indepéndence, and sociafsm.
minimum-wage protections if they decree. $40,000. Forsurvivors, thelowes§  the cpc does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
are employed in certified training Byt in early February, Fij's compensation under the ILO| fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sofour
programs-as “‘a provision of laWDil’eCtOf of Public Prosecutionsstandards is $5,000, much hlghe members are active across the country, to build our party andl to pelp
that really has worked to theannounced the withdrawal of allthan the $2100 recommended by  strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All ourpo:l:ies

~N

detriment of people with charges againstthe Sheraton Sixthe government committee. and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rjore
disabilities.” Perez said thepanijel Urai, Peni Finau, Sikeli “If our demand is not met, we| about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
overnmentis examining the issueg avidi i i wi i .
e Bl & oot s e o o
: 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

issued by more than 25 civil rights,iji police had failed to give any demands of the workers,” Wajedu 416-469-2446
d|sa_b|I|tyand Iabourorganlzanonsproof that the regime’s draconianislam Khan, a central leader o
caling on the Obama gssential National IndustriesSramik Karmachari Oikya
administration to eliminate the US€decree - a||owing them to banParishad. said at a ra"y in Dhakal Particommuniste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
ini - 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" . )
of subminimum wage for federalstoppages - had actually been He saidthe Rana Plaza collapsp wonreal. oc. Hov 460 Manioba Commitee CPC
. roken. appened only for the negligencd Email: pcq@cpc-pee.caél: 438-338-8890 Diinagiy B

contractors. “All employees of prok happened only for th glig Tellfai. ero ! %/26 7ér;r‘1‘|peg
federal contractors shouldmeanall Byt the international campaignof the building and garmentownerq &.c. commitee cPc ‘
employees, regardless of disabilitytg restore workers’ rights, humanand for weak government mech{ 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 %giﬂg ;\tf%f;‘t-hcfvi Toronto. MK 1N6
Staft]us’.”.thg Iert]terread.‘_‘Wﬁ be“eVgrights and democracy to the Pacifi@nisms. “Rana Plaza was like § 224'25‘:'98‘:’:6;2""“'bc@gma"'com Tel: 416-469-2446 '
... thatitis both economically soundg ; ; " monton )

} v st t y h t|slalnd state continues. Unions areleath trap. Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
ana morally just 10 ensure thalyrging the International Labour Unionssaythe garmentownerq Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
people with disabilities have acces®rganisation to setupa Commissiorre using so-called “civil society” | Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ?;ﬁ“é'é%’_‘éggé;gg 2K3

to the same wage protections a; irv i ime’ i Calgary CPC
ge p 8f Inquiry into the regime’s abusesappointees to lower the Calgary CPC Atlantic Region CPC

<info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

Parti Communiste du Quebedsection du Ottawa CPC

those without.” of trade union rights. compensation amount. . Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0
Some advocates maintain that In September 2012 anILO fact- “Why was there no galiary’hA& TZCAP4CL7 Tel: 403-248-6489 TeI/fax:’902-542-7€;81 ’

JObf paying submmlmum” wagesfinding mission was kicked out of representation of trade unions in E;Saiﬁfmzw&ncommumst-party.sk_ca>

in “sheltered workshops” gives the country as they arrived at Fiji'sthe committee? It is a matter ofthe\ J
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FMLN wins big lead in El Salvador vote

By Larry Wasslen, San and seniors. as well as pharmag:y, Iaborator_
Salvador. 5 Febru’ary 2014 Among the most popularand health education spaces |
’ ’ programs was the “schoolnumerous villages. Vaccination

The Frente Farabundo Marti package” which provided schoolteams go house to house to ensu
por la Liberacion Nacional uniforms, shoes and supplies fomll children are protected. All these
(FMLN) won a significantvictory all elementary and middle schoolservices, including day care, aré
inthe firstround of the Salvadorianstudents free of charge. Anotheprovided free of charge inthe area

Presidential election on Februaryprogram provided all children with where they are located. In addition
2. a free glass of milk each schooECOS teams make scheduled visit™
Led by Professor Salvadorday. In addition, there wastosmallercommunitiesthroughout
Sanchez Ceren and Oscar Ortiznvestmentin building new schoolstheir geographic areas on aweekl—
the FMLN received 48.92% oftheand rebuilding or repairing basis, to ensure the health service-——
popular vote, well ahead of itsdamaged facilities. go to where the people actually
main rival Alliansa Republicana One important result of live.
Nacionalista (ARENA) at 38.95%, investing in public education was The Funes administration als-"ﬁ'«',‘,;
and the right wing coalition the reduction of illiteracy from introduced an agricultural
UNIDAD, 11.44%. 17.9% under ARENA to 12.5% packaged aimed at helping
Two smaller parties alsounder Funes and FMLN. Thesepeasants improve their standargRally by supporters of FMLN candidate Salvador Scnchez
competed inthe firstround battle,changes have been especiallpfleaving. This package includesceren, who has a big lead heading towards the March 9 vote.
with the Partido Salvadorenoimportant to working class andfertilizer and improved seeds for
Progresista (PSP) receivingpeasant families. In his roles adeans and corn, which make up Anotherimportant step inthe $100 to learn English as a way of
0.42% and the Partidoboth current Vice-President andthe most critical part of the battle for sovereignty is theincreasing job skills for young
Fraternidad Patriota Salvadorenalinister of Education, SanchezSalvadorian diet. This hasincreasing relations with ALBA. people in El Salvador.
(FPS) 0.26%. Ceren was directly involved in effectively increased productivity There are now five major ALBA  ARENA offered the traditional
While the Frente won 12 of 13implementing these changes.  in the agricultural sector, while programs in the country neoliberal policies of “law and
provinces (departamentos) aswell The government of change haseducing the influence of including: AlbaAlimentos (Alba order”, balancing the budget by
as the capital, it fell short of thealso made significant advances itMonsanto in the country. SinceFood), Alba Becas (Bursaries),cutting social programs, and
critical 50% plus 1 vote needed tathe health sector. Anew investmenthe introduction of this program, AlbaPetroleo (Alba Oil), opening the country for foreign
win in the firstround. The FMLN of $43 million in a Maternity El Salvador has become selfAlbaFertilizantes (Fertilizer), investment. Their main focus was
and ARENA will go head to head Hospital is nearing completion andsufficient in these two crops. and AlbaFinanciero (Micro onmilitarizingthe police to combat

for the presidency on March 9,will have a capacity of 401 beds, The FMLN government has credit). the “Maras” or gangs which have
when a simple majority will 154 cribs and 38 examinationbeen proactive in addressing the Tax reform was another majorbeen a major problem. Organized
suffice. rooms. needs of women. The main vehicleachievement of the FMLN in its crime in El Salvador dates back to

The current “government of  Four other public hospitals for this effort was Ciudad Mujer first term. The minimum tax level the early 1990s, and is directly
change” is headed by Mauriciodamaged in the 2001 earthquak@/Nomen’s City). This organization was increased from $300 to $500¢onnected to similar gangs in the
Funes Cartagena, the former TVhave now been repaired, and $3toncentrated access to services ab cut taxes on the poorest peopldJnited States.
host of “Frente a Frente”, a hardmillion has been invested in themore than 30 institutions in oneSome loopholes used by Citizenswillhave aclearchoice
hitting current affairs program construction and repairing of 91location to provide immediate corporations to evade taxationon March 9 between ARENA,
that provided space for critical public health units, while anotheraccess to health services, chilthave been closed, andtax subsidieshich wants to return to the
assessments of the neolibera22 are currently under care, education, women’s sheltersior export corporations were neoliberal policies of the past, and
politics of ARENA governments. construction. and micro-credit, among manyeliminated. the FMLN, which pledgesto carry
The FMLN supported Funes, Another extremely important other important services. The third place UNIDAD on and deepen the important
who won what was consideredhealth care initiative was the It should be noted that thepresidential candidate, Tony Sacaghanges that began under the first
the first free election in the completion of numerous FMLN/Funes government hasan owner of numerous radioGovernment of Change of Funes/
history of the country, in the first Community Teams for Family been enhancing the sovereigntwgtations in El Salvador, copiedFMLN.
round in 2009. Health (“Equipos Comunitarios deof the people of El Salvador. Asome aspects of the FMLN People’s Voicevill provide in-

The Funes/FMLN governmentSalud Familiares”, ECOS) symbolic first step was the re-platform such as Ciudad Mujer.depth analysis of the electoral
has introduced numerous changethroughout the country. Theseestablishment of diplomatic andSaca offered bursaries of up tdattle in upcoming issues.
supported by large sections of theentres provide family medicinecommercial relations with Cuba,
working class, peasant farmersand specialist services such asn the first day of the
students, women'’s organizationspbstetrics, pediatrics, nephrologygovernment of change in 2009

Celebrate the father of socialized medicine in Canada!

NORMAN BETHUNE DAY

Saturday, Feb. 22, 7:30 pm
By B. Prasant, PV Al S GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto

When Pete Seeger came to Kolkat a

correspondent in India

The year was 1961. The - - [ L
Congress Party held authoritariar Tickets just $5'." Doo_r P”Z.e' -
office in Bengal as in the rest of One week all-inclusive trip - _
the country. Nehru was the Primg for Two to Cuba! 4y /

Minister. The Left remained in
disarray; there was one
Communist Party, weak, lacking|
a mass base, and bickering
counter-factual arguments the
choice between the “China” line
and the “Soviet” line in the
political-ideological domain.

The one important forum where
all of the Left came together was
the peace movement. At an
invitation of the Peace Forum, Petattention. | was 21. folk singers and mass singers, an
Seeger came to Kolkata, staying The Congress governmentheld workshops, picking out
for two days in the balmy city made no secret about itsamongstthe singersthe bestoft
winter. On both days hedispleasure with the programmegeneration. His message was:
mesmerized the big audience aand the bourgeois media chimedThink globally, butsing locally.”
the Park Circus maidan (openjn, nodding disapproval In 1996, the then Left Front
green grounds) with hisinimitable (“anarchists” was the “in” word government invited Pete Seege
renderings of mass songs, and antwith them) in perfect unison. on the occasion of the mass son
war songs. Seeger left, but mass songs anthir, but Seeger politely declined,

I shall never forget the anti-war songs, songs of peacegiting his advancing age. He sai
wondrous Seeger voice and théhad found their spring of memorably and sadly that hi
litheness of his fingers as heinspiration. fingers were no longer strong
strummed his trusty banjo. He A much-older Seeger againenoughto dothe faststrum. Seeg
sang “We Shall Overcome”, andvisited the metropolis in 1996, was represented by his grandso
the entire gathering joined in,when the Rabindra BharatiTao, who kept the listening crowd
some singing confidently off- University, known for its strong of Kolkata spell-bound with his
key, in English, others belting music departments, classical andendition of the grand old man’s
out the inspiring song in its modern, conferred on himadegresongs.

Bengali and Urdu versions. Weof D Litt, honoris causa. Thistime, Pete Seeger, Kolkata shall mis
thrilled and listened with rapt the singer met a series of Bengalyou.e

Fpy
Organized by Bethune Day Committee.

Media Sponsor: People's Voice
Info: 416-469-2446

Pete Seeger receives a gift during his 1996 visit to Kolkata.

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Fijve:

r E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
,On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca
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Sport s Without W ar exposes “Forces Appreciation Night”
e TTRONTOMIPLELENFS o

social organization Sports Without|
TELR, SCHEDAULE

dictatorship, who often siphon off destruction and dictatorship.
a big cut for themselves. MLSE claims that Forces
The only people who seem toAppreciation Night supports the
be benefiting from the war are themen and women who fight for
white-collar millionaires who sit Canada abroad. But the event
on the boards of Kilo Goldmines,ignores the facts about the actual
Lockheed Martin, Canaccordwar they are fighting, and in
Financial, or SRK Consulting, all creating a celebratory military
firmsthatare profiting handsomelyspectacle, it has actually done a
from the war in Afghanistan. disservice to soldiers and civilians
Perhaps it is no surprise thain Canada and Afghanistan.
MLSE, whose board of directors The majority of Canadians don't
includes some of Canada’s biggessupport this war, and we want our
corporate bigwigs, are so keen t&#18 billion back, sowe canrebuild

mrEIRiD N

War published a satirical presg
release designed to expose th
hypocrisy inherent in the annua/ikk
Maple Leaf Sports and
Entertainment (MLSE) “Forces
Appreciation Night.”

In the fake press release,
“MLSE” announced that they
would honour not only Canadian
soldiers in Afghanistan but also
the thousands of Afghan civilians =
killed in the conflict. The release

STATS LEAFETY F&H TOHE ML

T e

+« NEWS'# T el o

£ 3 Claveiand Clinic

Lamyimla

Moment of Silence for Afghan Civilians Killed in War,
ﬂne of Many Changes to Forces Appreciation Night

" 3% P 1 P
T;r'\fn- ,l.;.ru |||\.'ll

acknowledged thatwhile Canadian v Tosie wasis Laas, sh e T sl i eyt i 1 iy s i promote a conflict that is helping our schools and our streets and our
H o g T T i 2 e @ i i o is . . . .
soldiers get MUCh fanfare fOr] s s o O I Sclon Bt Imon M Uty bl S ROSAR toer their buddies getrich. MLSE boardsubways. We want Canadian

fighting in Afghanistan, they are
given very little material support
upon their return, as they struggle
with physical and emotional
trauma from the violent
occupation. Finally, the press

member Dale Lastman, fortroops brought home and given
instance, is also the Chair ofpeace jobs. We want to give
Goodman LLP, a law firm whose Afghanistan back to the people
members testified on thewho live there, and we want to be
Commission on Wartime a country known for our abilities
Contracting in Irag and ontheice, notfordestroying other
release suggested that botlnost Canadians, even many in theccupation began in 2001. Afghanistan. Another big namepeople’s lives who we don’t even
Canadians and Afghans deservailitary, do not want. Canadians are told that we areyn the MLSE board, George Copeknow.
to enjoy sports and entertainment This showed in the public’s helping to “rebuild” Afghanistan. is the CEO of Bell Canada, whose If you want to help us get this
in peace. response to the press release. Notet less than 10% of the moneydirectors have sat on key advisorymessage out, send us an email at
The fake press release wa®nly did it generate positive spent on this war has been in aighanels on the war in Afghanistan sportswithoutwar@gmail.com and
designed to say the things thatesponses from fans of Leafsand development, and more thamnd have held cabinet positions irlet’s talk.e
would more closely reflect the Nation, but American and British half of that money has gone directlythe Harper government.
values of most Canadiansveterans of Afghanistan and Iragnto the hands of Canadian

It starts to feel like we're
including many Afghan- also expressed their support upogorporations who were grantedan being duped. Canadian
Canadians. Unfortunately, up untilseeing the fake press release. Thisontracts for this “development.” soldiers are putting their
now, Forces Appreciation N|ghtshows that there is an audience - That leaves only about 5% ofbodies and mental health o
has glorified the military mission the majority of Canadians - whothe Canadian budget that actuallyhe line. Canadian civilians
in Afghanistan, presenting would support MLSE should they stays in Afghanistan, and thatare paying the massive cos

A Foifai Appsatatun REghl e
awnal, boih Cansdine soldrg o

Bailurliey, Fabviary 1ol 3004 Fif B el b dl & st il Sporiing

al th irmeeant il BTk inowar sl b P g,

Fhe namsss of & psdection of 1he Thows pnce ol Alghan yctime wall Se reesd slnod dutng 8 mosen] of gilencs
o il Undiy Fdold dnd & Py da v
Pl gl |6 o puid o TP iy ol K K

e commenonife | Foie mnicer] foei: Gaf dnd 5 demormdinsde Sa

dazzling displays of soldierstake action to properly representoney is typically doled out ofthe war. Afghans are being
rappelling from the rafters with what the war in Afghanistan hasselectively to allies of the Karzai subjected to violence and
hard rock music pumping, as if themeantfor the Afghan and Canadian
war was uncomplicated andpeople.
Canada was obviously on the Canadianshave paid$18 billion
“right” side. for the war in Afghanistan, even

But around 80% of Canadianswhile the average hockey fan is
are opposed to this war, with gooddaying more for housing, health
reason, and many soldierscare, child care and transportation
themselves come  homethaneverbefore. Onthe otherside
traumatized and disillusioned fromof the ocean, after 12 years of war
abrutal and disturbing experiencein Afghanistan, that country is not\1ac-pap: Memoir of a

The people who have safer, not wealthier and not morecznadian in the Spanish
participated in the Sports Withoutfree. In fact, the Canadian missiorsjyi| War, by Ronald
War initiative are pretty averagehas made it worse. Some 70% (;Eversedge edited by David
Canadians. We are hockey fansifghans live in extreme poverty, ygrke New Star Books,
we cheer for the Leafs, the Oilersseveral thousand civilians arepg13 |SBN 978-1- 55420-
sometimes even the Canucks. Andilled each year, and the situatioy771.9 Review by Kimball
we want to know why our hockey for women in Afghanistan has cariou
teams are promoting a war thagctually worsened since the

Mac-Pap memoir: timely
and fascinating

of invaluable footnotes. considered “too political” by some
While he was still alive, Ron reviewers, those who are made
Liversedge tried and failed to getuncomfortable by the author’'s
this book published, reflecting theproud revolutionary outlook and
biases of the publishing industry.his willingness to sacrifice his life
The first edition ofOn to Ottawa for the liberation of working
was printed in the B.C. office of people. BuPeople’s Voiceeaders
the Communist Party at the Fordwill ~certainly appreciate
building on East Hastings. But forLiversedge’s fierce commitment
The world is full of unsung some unknown reason, the Partyo democracy, freedom and

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca

www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
http://solidnet.org

it
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E_a Tru\ra N uestra

Friday, February 28, 8 pm
"La Pennia Nuestra’

Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouyves
TG Clark Drive (Clark and Georgia st
S10 Entry

About Yancouweers "La Trova Nuestra’

La L rogs Muesin k= II'|I'-|l-\.I'\-|I'l_I al 20 ndividual trevadore=s wihn aFlginare
Urorm acress Latin Arviesioa andd now peshiibe i Yancouves, T hese Droyadopes
are the Keepers of oo mostical traddem which beson wiekh pioneers of the
werrmoular siomg La Troass Musssdra incorporivtes this srsdibiomineerplayinge
wnuste and poedry AL s foomidlation b the essemnce of o |||-|':||.I|- Culdure

ferprelbg daily exgeression.. an expresshon witly orpgdns decgs witlsin La
Harzs Mesticcn crmlxedd rdois) of Latin Armerico - an expression ol the esgplo

stve changes wit hin the continesst of Latoy Aawerica boddae L Trowa Muesiry
i ||||||| | dRPTIE s e CPcoie BT} LACTFL b FVTATT. o GLEHEATR ancl [LRTR
Violcws plecizhing oe a Bt der wiorkl

working class heros, those
who live, work, fight and

die in obscurity. Despite
their remarkable achieve-
ments, most remain known
only to a handful of family

members, friends, and
comrades.

But occasionally, one of
these heros takes a well-
deserved momentinthe sun
Thisisthe case with Ronald
Liversedge, aveteran of two
outstanding struggles of the
20th century - the On to
Ottawa Trek of 1935, and
the Spanish Civil War.

Liversedge diedin 1974,
thirteen years after the
publication ofOnto Ottawa,

his memoir of the Relief .---"

Camp Workers Union’s =

heroic attemptto bring 1,400 g

unemployed workers from
Vancouver to Ottawa by
riding the railsOn to Ottawa

remains a classic of working
class literature, presenting a

vivid, engaging picture of apolitical declined to printMac-Pap a
fight which changed the history of decade later.

Canada.

R

MAC-PAP

socialism. During an era
filled with scoundrels and
traitors, his clear, radical
voice is a breath of fresh air.
Amid fascinating
descriptions of the
“premature anti-fascistwar”
in Spain, Liversedge also
includes many profoundly
lyrical passages: “l was not
sorry to leave Albacete. My
last memory of the place is
of peasant men in canvas
shoes, shoulders swathed in
large black woolen scarves,
like a woman’s shawl,
silently moving through
narrow, fog-bound streets.”
In today's Canada, the
gutless Tory hacks who run
the country are spending
millions of dollars to
“celebrate” the First World
War. Ron Liversedge knew
better, as a veteran of both
the so-called “Great War”
and the Great Depression.
His life experience in those
tragedies shines through in his
writing, and in his decisionto go to
Several copies of Liversedge’sSpain to defend the young Spanish

Romald Liversadge

Mesmeoir of a Ganadian in The Spanish Givil War

Now, we have retired labour manuscriptwentto his Mackenzie—republic against Franco’s fascists,
activist David Yorke to thank for Papineau Battalion comrades oat the age of nearly 40.

the appearance of Liversedge'®nded up in various archives.

This book should be read by

second book, “Mac-Pap: MemoirFortunately, one was given toevery political activist. Itis atimely
of a Canadian in the Spanish CivilYorke, who was finally able to reminder of whatwe are all fighting
War,” complete with historic devote his attention to editing andfor, and of the courage we must

photos, an introduction to thepublishing this lost gem.
author’s life, and over forty pages Mac-Pap is of

find to defeat our 21st century
course oppressorse
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Imperialism's shifting strategy ...

the banning of major political powers, and prevent their re-
parties, barring former officials emergence, are as old a
operations and recently signing &rom work and so on. colonialism itself.
mineral rights deal with China, for  These policies are notdesigned It could even perhaps be argue®@mnibus March Against
example, and the Iragis refusingtdo produce stable and complianthat it was the existence of theHarper, Saturday, March 1,
support Western foreign policy onstates, as in the past, because tf®oviet Union that forced a moveevents across Canada. For
Syria. The puppet master cannotest has realised that in its crisimway from this strategy aslocal details, check on
even control his own puppets. phase such things are no longeimperialism was forced to supportFacebook.

This is the natural result of possible. They are designed testrong states governed by anti
Empire’s declining economic produce weak and divided “failedcommunist generals in order t
influence. It cannot compete withstates,” which are unable tocrush the emergence of populaf eft Film Night, Sunday, Feb.
the very generous terms of tradédecome regional powers in theiranti-colonial movements likely to 23 7 pm, atthe CSE, 706 Clark
offered by China and is thus atown right and unable to becomeally with the USSR. Drive. For film information, call
risk of losing all its contracts in powerfulallies of Chinaoranyone The current strategy could thusgg4-255-2041.
the third world. For Western else. Thus, the much-criticisedbe seen as a “reversion to type’
imperialism, today more than*“failureto plan”inlragwasaplan after a period of unwilling

continued from page 5

Reverse the Liberal tax cuts,
public forum, Thursday, Feb.

Toronto, ON

Norman Bethune Dinner,
Sat., Feb. 22, 7 pm, 290
Danforth Ave. Tickets $5, door
prize all-inclusive trip for two to
Cuba. Mediasponsor: People’s
Voice. Fortickets, call416-469-
2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside

ever, strong independent Thirdin itself. adjustment to the reality of a
World states are seen as a Thereis nothing new of courseserious  global chal_lenge,cIark Drive. For info, ph.
dangerous threat because all ari@ the emergence of both theseoinciding with a similar vancouver East Club CPC
viewed as potential economicdevelopments -the move to proxy‘reversion to type” of capitalism 604-255-2041 '
partners of China. war and the move to destroy, ratheitself, falling back into its natural ' _

Of course, during the cold warthan control, potential regional crisis mode after a historically briefL@ Trova Nuestra, evening of
this was also true - everypowers. The British empire wasperiod of successfully postponingl-atin American music and
independent third-world state wadargely built by proxy forces and or exporting the impact of its socialising, admission $10,8pm,
apotential Soviet ally. But atleastattempts to destroy regionalinherent contradictions Friday, Feb. 28, at the CSE, 706
anti-communist strongmen could Clark Drive.
be relied on to pick the US as 4 International Women'’s Day
partner rather than the USSR. Th Dinner, Celebrating Women
US could ultimately “outbid” its Making Change, Friday, March
Soviet rivals for the allegiance of 7,5:15doors, Fraserview Hall,
Third World states. This is what 8240 Fraser St. Speakers:
has changed. Backing the US ang Sheelah McLean, founding
the West s increasingly a game of * Hundreds of CUPE 4156ublic school support workers rallied| member Idle No More; Janice
diminishing returns. at the school board headquarters. The workers are angry at thg bddedokis, activist Idle No More.

The West realises this, and for not respectinga memorandum of understanding raising thejr si¢ickets $45 (low income $30),
understanding that any genuinely pay to be similar to the percentage other school workers get, goig@ntact Keziah at Vancouver &
independentstrong stateis unlikely from 2/3 after 11 days to 90%. The union had agreed to concessidstrict Labour Council, 604-
to doits bidding any more, prefery such as wage freezes in exchange for parity in sick pay. 254-0703
to see such states destroyed. * For the first time both th€onservative and Liberal candidates

Itis only in this context that we | refused to confirm attendanceto the Ontario Health Coalition}s
can understand the apparently candidate debate for the Niagara Falls byelection. Hospitals i afthe socialist press in the
ludicrous policies pursued by the{ around the riding have had services cut and moved in favour of aBge of the internet’, forum
West across the Middle East - the hospital at another end of the peninsula, and now possibly into p n@iith PV Editor Kimball Cariou,
promotion of vicious sectarianism,( hospital in the riding offered by the governmentin response to publicpm, Sat., Feb. 15, at Hostel

protests. International downstairs
meeting room, 10647-81 Ave.
For info, call 780-435-6795.

Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941

27, 7:30 pm, at the CSE, 706
St-Denis Street.

People's Voice
2014 Fund
Drive starts

March 1

Our annual Press Fund
Drive to raise $50,000
will kick off on March
1st. Subscribers can
watch for our mail
appeal, and press clubs
should make plans now
for fundraisers over the
next couple of months.
Thanks for your ongoing
support, and we look
forward to another
successful Drive!

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

Interviews....

L= i Ehe O v ol World ‘War Ons
and Buikl ibs dMomsnesd o Ead Al 'War

continued from page 7

People'sVoice deadline$

March 1-15 issue: Thursday, Feb. 20
March 16-31 issue: Thursday, March 6

. . & Cross Canada Campaign Initiated by the
other workers to join the union. Casadian Foae ©
Two managers and 10 outsider:
were involved. They beatme upin
front of the factory and told me to
resign from the union or | would

be killed.

Peace Congress to camp aign vs.
World W ar One celebrations

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the beginning of World Vfar
One, the “war to end all war”. We expect the Harper Conservaﬂve <pvoice@telus.net>
worker 2 government and the Canadian military to mark this event by unleas

a full, frontal assault of narrow nationalist, militaristic propaganda. - =

On November 14, afterwork at  This will be carefully engineered to try to generate support for recent
around 9:30 pm, | received a phonend ongoing military campaigns - the coup d’etatin Libya, the occupation Pro batl on for p rOfIt
call from an unknown number. of Afghanistan, the provocation against the government of Ukraine, the
The man asked me if my name wasmperialist intervention in Syria - as well as for increased military U.S. courts sentence hundredso the taxpayer. Instead, their
correct and then asked if | workedspending, deeper participation in NATO and other aspects of Harpef'shousands of misdemeanofcontracts stipulate that judges
at the factory. Both times | saidaggressive foreign policy. offenders to probation overseenshould order probationers to pay
yes. Then the man accused me of In contrastto this, the Canadian Peace Congress is initiating a crioggrivate companies that chargehem various fees as a condition of
threatening one of the productionCanada campaign to facilitate of 100-day peace-oriented forumtfogir fees directly to the their sentence of probation.
managers at the factory. | told himcommemorations of the centenary of WWI. probationers. Often, the poorest Companies refuse to disclose
no such thing happened. Then he The “To End All War” campaign has four main objectives: wind up paying the most in feeshow much money they collect in
started insulting me and said thatifL.. To engage as many peace and progressive organizations as possikletime, in what amounts to afees from offenders under their
didn’t matter if | were a leader, | to develop and communicate an effective peace message to the putiicriminatory penalty. And when supervision. Itis estimated that, in
should not go back to the factory.2. To draw parallels between the causes of WWI and the contempotiaey can’t pay, companies can an@eorgia alone, the industry collects
“If we see you there we will shootthreats to peace: arms buildup, imperialist expansion and rivaliy,secure their arrest. a minimum of US$40 million in
you and make sure you die,” hemilitary alliances; A new report from Human fees every year from probationers.
said. 3. To conduct outreach in order to organize stronger campaignsRights Watch, “Profiting from  Some courts effectively

Then on the morning of the peace in current conditions; Probation: America’s Offender- delegate the responsibility of
15th, just as | left my house and4. To lay the foundation for a broad effort to project a Peace Progfammded Probation Industry”, determining whether an offender
reached the street corner, | savior Canada. describes how courts in severatan afford to pay fines and
some men standing there. They The Congress executive is preparing adraft Common Statement dtwaes delegate tremendous poweompany fees to their probation
followed me close to the factory.we will encourage other peace and progressive groups to sign. Thetolalompanies that are subject t@ompanies. This is a clear conflict
Then one grabbed my neck ands to organize “kickoff” activities for the end of July and beginning dittle oversight or regulation. In of interest because profits, along
slapped me. He said, “last night IAugust, and build toward a “wrap-up” conference in November thatwillany cases, the only reasomiththe quarterly bonuses of some
told you notto come tothe factory.”draw together the themes of WWI with the current threats to peace. Paople are put on probation iscompany probation officers,
They searched my pockets anaf the campaign will involve an essay writing contest, for secondérycause they need time to pay offlepend entirely on their ability to
stole my money. Then they begarschool students, on the theme, “What were the key causes of Worldfiias and court costs linked tocollect fees.
to beat me. Then they took blade®©ne, and how do they relate to the key threats to peace today?” minor crimes. Many offenders are guilty only
out of their pockets and started to Throughout this campaign, the Peace Congress willwork to integrat®robation companies operatenf minor traffic violations. While
slash me. I called for help, and theand develop different aspects of its ongoing - No to NATO, Arctic Zoaa an “offender-funded” basis thatthese offenses often carry no real
men ran away. | have filed a cas®f Peace, Against Foreign Military Bases, and opposition to currenfinancially appealing to many threat of jail time in and of
with the police and the union isimperialist wars and aggressions. courts and local governmentsthemselves, aprobationerwho fails
now demanding that the factory Build the Movement to End All War! They offer to provide probation to keep up with payments on their
sack the general manager and the (From Canadian Peace Bulletin, the quarterly publication of treupervision for low-level, fines, court costs, and company
production manages. Canadian Peace Congress, www.canadianpeacecongrees.ca) misdemeanor offenders at no cosfees can be locked up.

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1

Factory 3, Male
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SodaStream row boost s BDS camp aign profile

: which took exception to vague”formulas about the fate ofto apologise or resign. to perceive an historical shiftin the
g%’a}](zm/{; Haylett, Morning Johansson’s “Sorry, Coke andlerusalem. Economics Minister Naftali prevailing wind.
Pepsi” line that undermines two Even Abbas recognises thaBennett, a member of Jewish Farfrom hostiletoIsrael, Kerry
Oxfam’s decision to dump major corporate advertisers. Israel has benefited more from théHome, had accused Netanyahu ab an ardent supporter, but he fears

Hollywood superstar Scarlett The last thing the Israeli negotiations process than theplanningtoleave some IsraeliWesthat, “if talks fail, for Israel, the
Johansson from herambassadoriglovernment needs now is aPalestinian side. He said thaBank settlements under a futuredemographic dynamic will make
role over her tie-up with spotlightongrowinginternational Palestinians living inside what isPalestinian state. He ranted thait impossible to preserve its future

SodaStream has brought the “our forefathers and theas a democratic Jewish state.
boycott, disinvestment, sanctions descendants of our descendanfoday’s status quo cannot last
(BDS) issue centre-stage. will not forgive an Israeli leader forever.”

SodaStream is based in the Boycou SOdastream who gives up our land and divides British ambassador Matthew
illegal Jewish West Bank our capital.” Gould told Israeli TV in January
settlement of Maale Adumim, Bennett's unapologetic apologythat attitudes were changing in
whichis part of the massive zionist consisted of stating that he hadturope, noting EU insistence on
colonisation project east of O _ never intended to insult Netanyahudifferentiating between Israeliand
Jerusalem, designed to Judaise the a0z S11(==.00 is mada but that it was his responsibility toits West Bank illegal settlements.
city and frustrate the Palestinian ) criticise the prime minister “when  “llove Israel and | worry thatin
goal of siting the capital of an necessary.” another five years Israel will wake
independent state in east In an “leﬂﬂl Isma“ satﬂama“t- Fellow Bayit Yehudi Knesset up and find that the country won't
Jerusalem. member Motti Yogev went so far have enough friends,” he warned.

Oxfam paid polite tribute to astoaccuse Kerry of “anti-semitic  Whether Netanyahu listens to

Johansson’s work in raising fundssupport for the BDS campaign at anow Israel “were on the land 1,500undertones” for pressing his backers or gambles by going
for the charity, but it was time when its closest allies in theyears before Israelwas establishedNetanyahu “to decrease the Jewisfor broke, the SodaStream row
uncompromising over Israel’sUS and the European Union aravhich made it impossible to presence in the land of Israel andhas clearly been a publicity
lawless activities on the occupiedgrowing impatientover Tel Aviv's recognise it as a Jewish state.  create a Palestinian state.” disaster for Israel. It should
West Bank, stating that herintransigence. Members of Netanyahu’'s Suchstridentrhetoricrecallstheencourage friends of Palestine to
promotion of SodaStream was US Secretary of State Johngovernment have alsobluster of South African apartheidintensify the BDS campaign and
“incompatible” with being an Kerry has been involved in acondemned the process, openlypresident PW Botha or lan Paisleynelp secure justice for the
Oxfam ambassador. tortuous process of talks aboutttacking their PM and refusingin Northern Ireland when they failed Palestinian peopl®.

“Oxfam believes that businessegalks in recent months, having put
such as SodaStream that operagessure on Palestinian President
in settlements further the ongoingMahmoud Abbas to drop

poverty and denial of rights of thepreconditions as a means of Ukra|n|an Commur“StS Condemn

Palestinian communities that wepersuading Israeli Prime Minister . . .
work to support,” it said. Benjamin  Netanyahu to
SodaStream owner and Uaaarticipate_ VI O I e n Ce an d fo re I g n I nte rfe re n Ce
citizen Daniel Birnbaum describes However, there is widespread
his factory as a “model for peace,”opposition to his efforts from both
pointing out that he employs 500sides. Thousands of supporters o
Palestinians, supporting abouteft-wing secular forces led by the
5,000 people, who wouldDemocratic Front for the
otherwise be unemployed. Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) and
His self-justification could be the Palestinian People’s Party
taken virtually word for word from (PPP)demonstratedin Hebron and
the apologia spouted by variousNablus on Jan. 25 urging Abbas to
transnational corporations thatend the talks.
gorged themselves on black PPP centralcommittee member
workers’ labour in apartheid SouthFahmi Shahin called on the
Africa. Palestinian  Authority to
Birnbaum’s self-righteousness‘immediately stop peace
blinds him to the reason whynegotiations and reject US
Palestinians on the occupied Wessponsorship of these talks.”
Bank suffer unemployment and DFLP political bureau member
hardship. Ramzi Rabah said that Kerry’s
It's the occupation, stupid. meanderings had given Israel more
Their homeland is under a brutatime to expand settlements that
Israeli military dictatorship and is were destroying the possibility of
milked by rapacious capitalistsan independent Palestinian state
such as himself. with its capital in Jerusalem.
Birnbaum is reputed to have Palestine Liberation
agreed a $4 million fee to screen ®rganisation secretary-general
SodaStream advert featuringvasser Abed Rabbo damned
Johansson during TV coverage oproposals emanating from Kerry
the Super Bowl. But he facedas Israeli ideas, accusing him of
censorship of the ad by Fox TV,offering Palestinians “general and

In an open appeal tothe current events a “coup”, thethatpublic organizationsfinanced
finternational ~ communist, CPU points to the creation offrom abroad must register as
workers’ and left parties, the parallel institutions of power by foreign agents. Many western
Communist Party of Ukraine the opposition groups, fuelling thecountries have implemented laws
(CPU)warnsthattheir countryisconflict and provoking stronger to prohibit protesters from hiding
the latest to fall victim to the responses from the authorities. their faces, or from using helmets
“colour revolutions”. Little mentioned in the West and shields during

As the Ukrainian Communists has been the role of neo-Nazi andiemonstrations.
say, “shocking massacres, actextreme nationalistpoliticalforces The Communist Party of
of vandalism, riots and seizureswhich provoke violence and Ukraine saysitbelievesthat“the
of administrative buildings in confrontation. responsibility for the violence
Ukraine have been shown to the These organizations, says thequally rests on Ukraine’s
world media.” The clashes haveCPU, include theSpilna Sprava leadership, whose actions forced
included seriousinjuriesandever(“Common Cause”), Trizub the people of Ukraine to enter
deaths to protesters and law(“Trident”), UNAUNSO, “Right the mass protests, and leaders of
enforcement officers, as well assector”, the “Freedom” party, etc.the so-called “opposition’, the
kidnappings and physical The “Freedom” party occupiesultra-nationalist militant
violence against parties to thea special role in the escalation obrganizations and foreign
conflict. the conflict. As a parliamentary politicians who urged people to

These events, according to thgarty, in power in some Western'radicalize the protests’ and
CPU, have dispelled the mythregions ofthe country, “Freedom” fight to the bitter end.”
that the struggle is between aontinues to pursue “a policy of The CPU is calling for an end
“criminal regime” and “peaceful subversion against theto the use of force, non-
European democrats.” constitutional order in Ukraine.” interference inthe internal affairs

In reality, they say, thereisa All of these organizations, of Ukraine, and negotiations to
fightfor power among oligarchic warns the CPU, follow the end the conflict. The attempts to
clans in Ukraine, and for the example of Nazi collaborators likecreate parallel structures of
Presidency in particular. Calling Bandera and Shukhevych, evemuthority, they say, threaten to
using identical slogans. Forescalate the conflict into civil
example, a popular slogan todaywar and a division of Ukraine.

NE ws FOR PEOPL E “Glory to Ukraine, Glory to In these circumstances, the
5y Heroes!”, was used during theCommunist Party of Ukraine
massacre of peaceful Polish angresents concrete proposals to
N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts., Ukrainian residents in westernresolve the situation:
r

Ukraine. The neo-Nazi forces-Declare a Ukrainian referendum

. N have committed numerous acts 0bn the definition of foreign
Every issue of PeoprLE’s VoicE

gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it’ s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the

| vandalism, destroying statues okeconomic policy of Ukraine’s
I
I
I
I
I
I
corporate media won't print. :
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Lenin and Soviet-era monumentsntegration.
to the heroes of struggle against Conduct a political reform to
fascism. eliminate the presidency and
Fuelling the escalation of theinstall a parliamentary republic,
conflict, says the CPU, is theand significantly expand the
political support of the Westernrights of territorial communities.
powers in Ukraine. The U.S. State Return to a proportional voting
Department constantly demand®lectoral system.
that the Ukrainian authorities- Establish an independent
negotiate with the opposition, civilian “National control” body
withdraw all law enforcement with the broadest powers.
officers from Kiev, and allow the - Conduct judicial reform and
“opposition” to seize the introduce the institution of
government and reverse lawslecting judges.
adopted by the Parliament of The CPU also urges
Ukraine. international condemnation of

socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice, Contrary to descriptions in theextremist actions, fascist
corporate media, these laws arpropaganda, and external

that fight s for VIIOI’kIng p_eople|— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 consistent with similar legislation interference inthe internal affairs
Every p age—in every Issue: - 03141 | inthe West, suchasthe requirementf Ukraine.e
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And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
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