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Tricky waters... 5 Deliberate misquote?
Members of Canada's oldest left- QUEStiO“S for NDP Iran's President Mahmoud

labour municipal party met Ahmedinejad spoke six years ag
recently to analyse last The Official Opposition party in about Middle East issues. Eve
November's election results, and  Parliament has said relatively little about ~ since that time, one misquoted
to debate the way forward for war and militarism, so the Canadian phrase from his text has been
progressive civic activists. Peacdllliance asks some questions. used to gear up for war
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Toronto Outside Workers vote on tentative deal

Deep budget -cuts

By Liz Rowley

and Local 416 CUPE announced @ity had already factored inannounced.

andoffer. But at 8 am on the 5th, afteror locked out, where they could be Local 79 was stillintalks, butall
contracting out of garbageextending bargaining through thejoined by other Locals within a Locals reported that the City was
On Feb. 5, the City of Toronto collection in the western half of thenight, the tentative agreement wasouple of weeks.

refusing to negotiate key issues
Either way, their decision will pending afinal settlementwith the

tentative agreement that 6,00thundreds of job losses. Local 416 Nothingis settled untilthe 6,000impact on the 24,000 city workersoutside workers.

outside workers will be asked towarned that the City was pushingmembers of Local 416 debate thestillin bargaining, including Local

So far the Mayor is declaring it

ratify. The terms had notbeen madéor a lock-out and aimed to gut theirdetails of the tentative deal, and79 (inside workers), the mucha “great day - a fantastic day - for
public at PV press time, but thecollective agreement. Fergusorcasttheir vote for or against. Theirsmaller Local 4948 (Public Library taxpayers”, by which he means the

city’s Feb. 2 final offer included a called it union-busting.

decision will set the pattern for Workers), and a fourth local banks and financial institutions

base wage increase of 1.75% in On Feb. 3, the City announcedbargaining with the three otherrepresenting about 100 workers. infesting the downtown core, and

2015, preceded by three lump sunit would impose new terms andToronto Locals, and the overall

If Local 416 votes to accept,the big corporations in the

payments of 1.25% in the first year;conditions of work startingat 12:01results will ripple through the city will present the deal assuburbs. Deputy Mayor Doug
1.50% in the second year, andamon Feb. 5, when the old contraamunicipalities across the country the pattern the other Locals wanHolyday claims the deal was

1.75% inthe third year; job securitywas no longer legally inforce. The

If they reject, CUPE membersto overturn. If they reject, the achieved as a result of the city’s

provisions would only apply to new terms and conditions wouldwillalmostcertainly be onthe picketante goes up for a united anchard bargaining positions. But
permanentemployees with 22 yearbe those laid out in the City’s final lines within days, either on strikecoordinated fight by all the city homeowners and tenants are about

or more of seniority; the city gets
the unilateral right to make shift i T
changes; plus reductions in SicHEESEE=
days and in optical and denta$
benefits.

The union had offered in
January to roll over the existing
collective agreement, effectively
freezing wages for three years
Local 416 President Mark Ferguso
said the union did not want to
strike, and wanted to negotiate §
settlement and continue to delive
uninterrupted city services to
residents. On the crucial issue o
job security, which Mayor Rob
Ford has called “jobs for life”, the
union offered to give up job
security for employees with five
years seniority or less.

A mass campaign by Ford and
the right-wing on Council,
together with the business and
financial sector, has vilified the
30,000 unionized city workers for
months with lies and distortions,
suggesting that they live the life
of Riley, with high wages, perks
galore, and the hash-tagged “job
for life”.

The reality is that about 15,000
city workers (about half) are part-
timers, most without any benefits,
and many paid not much over the
minimumwage.

Protesting Toronto budget cuts. (PV photo: Ed Bil)

2012: 90th anniversary of the working class press

THE CANADIAN TRIBUNE

Journal 6f Democratic Opirion
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| CANADA at WAR

We continue our series of historic front pages of the working class press with issue #4 of the
Canadian Tribune, dated Feb. 10, 1940. The Canadian Tribune, published weekly by EverReady
Printersin Toronto for over fifty years, took the place of the Clarion, whichwas banned by the federal
governmentin November 1939 underthe “Defence of Canada Regulations.” The Tribune’s editorwas
A.A. Macleod, leader of the Canadian League Against War and Fascism, who was elected to the
Ontario legislature from 1943 to 1951 as a Labor-Progressive Party MPP for the riding of Toronto
Bellwoods. The editorial board included R.L. Calder, a lawyer and CCF member; Charles Herbert
Heustis, a science writer and anti-fascist; R.A.C. Ballantyne, head of the Montreal Civil Liberties
Union; the poetand communist activist Margaret Fairley; and writer H.K. Gordon. Thisissue includes
several articles onthe defence of democracy during the “phony war” period when Britain and its allies,
including Canada, focused on suppressing the labour movement rather than fighting Hitler fascism.
One article reports on a letter opposing the Defence of Canada Regulations, signed by prominent
labour and church activists from Toronto. Another gives details of an attack by right-wing students
in Montreal against an assembly of student groups opposed to conscription. Miners at the Teck-
Hughes gold mine in Kirkland Lake, members of the Mine-Mill union, voted 383-247 infavour of strike
action, according to another front page report. @

Locals, who could be poundingto lose many more services if the
the pavement together for aMayor has any more “great,
while. fantastic days”.

Maureen O'Reilly, Presidentof = There needs to be a united front
Local 4948, said she doesn’t wanbflabour and its allies around these
the Toronto Public Library to be Locals, tying their rights and living
turned into Walmart: “I'mfacinga standards to the level of good
17% staff cut. Fifty percent of my services in the city. The budget
members are part-time workerspattles brought the public out in
many of them with no benefits, anddroves, once they understood what
some of them with low-paid work. they were about to lose.
Idon'twantthe TPLto becomethe A January poll showed that 84%
Walmart of public libraries.” of those surveyed want the city to

During the City Budget fight, maintain or increase spending on

the Mayor and his brotherservices over the next four years.
Councillor Doug Ford vowed to That link has its opposite which
close library branches “in amust be exposed: contracting out
heartbeat”, butwere forced to settleand privatization, which is all about
for reduced hours and staffing.profits and getting less while paying
Mass public opposition and authomore.
Margaret Atwood were crucial in  Doug Ford himself said he (and
defeating the worst of the cutsMayor Rob) wanted to contract
which is encouraging for Library out everything that wasn't nailed
workers, who were seekingdown in Toronto. This is how
conciliation as PV went to press.they’re doing it. Stay tunee.

Winnipeg transit fare fight

PV Manitoba Bureau

A petition and leaflet campaign to reverse a 20 cent hike in bus fares
is receiving support among anti-poverty and student groups. Harvey
Smith and Ross Eadie, two members of City Council, launched the
campaign on January 31.

The fare hike was pushed through Council in December, after
Councillor Justin Swandel moved a surprise motion to raise fees to
help pay for Winnipeg’'s new rapid transit system. The revenue will
pay for a fraction of the system’s cost, butimpose a huge burden on
the working poor and students who rely on public transit.

The growing list of groups supporting the campaign includes
Winnipeg Harvest, Social Planning Council, The University of
Winnipeg Students’ Union, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives,
the Rapid Transit Coalition and Women’s Council of Winnipeg.

Groups and individuals are urged to speak about rescinding the
fare hike at a public works committee meeting on Feb. 28. To find
out how to help build the campaign, visit http://
fairbusfares.wordpress.com, email janellefreed0O@gmail.com or
call Harvey Smith’s office at 986-595&

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

*Yetanother patientata Niagara Falls hospital diedrom the latest
C-Difficile outbreak, with 16 more stillinfected there, and 19 in other
Niagara hospitals. The deaths continue, after 38 died in preyious
outbreaks, while the administration responds with anything other
than restoring services, staff, and beds which were cut eaflier.
Hospital workers and unions have warned that without the resolirces
they need the root cause won't be addressed.

* 8,000 Port Colborne residents whose land paasoned by Inco
have filed their case with the Supreme Court of Canada, aft¢r an
Ontario court overturned their reparations because even thpugh
Inco is responsible it was within environmental laws.

* The Niagara Catholic District School Boardis still refusing to
recognize Gay-Straight Alliances and is trying to side-step the issue
of homophobia by instead having “Respecting Differences” cliibs,
which dilute the issues of homophobia and patriarchy into bullying
ingeneral.

* Students occupied Brock University’s Schmon Tower lobbgn
Feb. 1 as part of a movement to reduce tuition fees.

*St. Catharinesis consideriregucing Sunday bus servicbecause
uploading services has not been done sufficiently to relievg the
municipal budget.
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Less than promised from CLBC review

“contrarian” groups warned that In plain language, the provincehave grown up in a system thain mining, quarrying, and oil and
the “grand promises and visions’has slashed spending on the mostssumes they will not work, andgas extraction).

Last August, British Columbia’s announced by the Liberals were alisadvantaged adults in B.C. by afails them by notteachingrelevant The internal report echoes the
Liberal government secretly smokescreen for cuts to fundingleast $40 million, with over 1300 skills and abilities.... CLBC is now government's view that “in the
initiated an internal review of Thisisproveninfigures containedreviews still pending. Theseexploring ways of promoting contextofincreasingdemands and
Community Living BC. Now in the Queenswood report,savings have been achieved bgmployment readiness andscarce resources, governments
available (only on request!), theparticularly the impacts ofareviewcutting supports for many employment support services.” must address daunting financial
139-page Queenswood Consultingf contracts following the switch individuals, and by closing 64 Many developmentally restraints in a different manner.”
report is being used by Premierto CLBC. staffed residential group homes. disabled adults (those with IQs The message is clear: “Don’t
Christy Clarkasaproptoannounce Here is an excerpt: “As of Some pundits have quoted théoelow 70, autism/Downs, seriousexpect us to raise taxes on the rich
minor tinkering with CLBC, which  August2011, 696 reviews of staffedQueenswood finding that waiting health issues, and no verbal abilityand the corporations to improve
provides services to develop-residential and communitylists for services for the wouldlovetohave propertrainingsocial programs. Stop whining, get
mentally disabled adults. As ofteninclusion program contracts haddevelopmentally disabled areandadecentjob. The reality is thabver to Burger King and work for
happens, the mainstream medibeen completed, with another 88&horter than stated by advocate$12,000 unemployed British minimum wage, or else just stay
has accepted the Premier’s claintontract reviews still in process.and community groups. But theColumbians are currently chasinghome and watch TV.”
that the government is boostingThe total amount of savingsactual demand is far higher tharjust 26,400 vacantjobs, according So much for life in “The Best
CLBCfunding by $40million, rather identified in completed reviews the report shows. Many familiesto Statistics Canada (which alsdPlace OnEarth”-asthe B.C. Liberals
than the actual figure of $9 million. stood at $24.87M (on contractsinvolved with CLBC have been notes that the vacancies are largelyall British Columbia®

Fortunately, the Queenswoodwith a total value of $145.45M)... told by staff that there is simply no
report has been analysed by DawgAs a result) 64 homes have closegoint in trying to place relatives on|:
Steele of Moms on the Move, ain staffed residential services, withlengthy waiting lists. =i
grassroots group which advocate469 people moving into different  The following quote illustrates [ & &
for the disabled and their families.residential arrangements. Inthis point: “Beginning in the
(See http://momsnetwork.ca) community inclusion service summerof2009, CLBC...increaseg

One example is the statementontracts, 33 locations haveefforts to manage and addres
that “a more cost-effective model” closed. Where the existing servicaunrealistic client and stakeholdeff
of service delivery would be madecontinued, 166 contracts had na@xpectations.” In other words,|
possible by switching from the reduction in funding, while 301 don’tbother asking for help which
Ministry of Children and Families had funding reduced. Along with will never arrive.
to CLBC, with options like the 888 reviews still underway The government does aim td.
“individualized funding, increased (estimated savings: $16.05 M orprovide corporations with cheap
role of families, and an increasedotal contractvalues of $234.63M)...labour. As the Queenswood repo
use of generic and communityThere is not yet an estimate ofsays, “...CLBC estimates (very
services.” potential savings with respect toroughly) that about 50% of itsE payf

As Steele points out, the 1,303 reviews still pending.” currentclientele isemployable, butRally against underfunding of CLBC (Photo: K. Cariou)

Tricky challenges for Vancouver civic activists

remains animportant backer of botifwo - has done little to reassurehe municipal level is the such as the Communist Party,
Vision and COPE. Robertson anchousing advocates. The latestplaemergence of mayors andwhich have supported electoral

The call by the Coalition of his fellow councillors (unlike Rob calls for 234 social housing unitscouncillors linked to the Harper unity of left and centre forces to
Progressive Electors for municipalFord’s regime in Toronto) hope toamong 1800 condos, finally Tories. These far-right forces areblock the NPA.
electionreformsis agood exampleavoid any confrontation whenreplacing the homes bulldozedoehind the drive to slash local COPE’sannual meetingon Feb.
ofthe role that Canada’s oldest leftollective agreements come up foseveral years ago. But this wouldservices and toimpose lower wage49 (2 pm at the Ukrainian Church,
civic party can play, even without renewal. notmean any netgain in affordableand benefits on civic employees354 W. 10th) will elect a new
a sitting member on city council.  Significant debates will revolve housing for the poor. In Vancouver, thismeans the NPAgxecutive. With only one elected

Elections in Vancouver havearound the crucial issues of Theseissueswere onthe mindehichwas defeated last Novembenfficial (school trustee Alan
become the most expensive irdevelopment and housing.of 100 COPE membersatthe party'®y the Vision/COPE slate - althoughWong), COPE will mainly be an
Canada, topping $5 million lastfall, Vancouver’s director of planning Jan. 22 consultation, whichVision reaped the benefits. oppositional force during this term.
or more than seven dollars peBrent Toderian was removed onreviewed the 2011 campaign and Others argued that Vision is theBut an all-out war against Vision
resident. In the last threeJan. 31, sparking intensediscussed theway forward. Thoseeal enemy of working people incould alienate COPE from
campaigns, the right-wing NPA speculation. Some wonder ifpresent were unanimous abou¥ancouver. One panellist bluntlythousands of voters who see the
and the centrist Vision VancouverToderian was seen as too abrasivaking electoral reform an urgentcalled Vision “part of the one Mayor's majority as a positive
have spent millions, making itby certain developers - some oissue. percent”, while COPE representsalternative to the NPA threat. The
increasingly difficultfor COPE and whom also support Vision. The There was also agreement thathe “99%”. This was a direct new COPE executive will have to
smaller parties and independent®ayor, however, says a changgCOPE must focus on buildingcondemnation of the laboursteeracareful course throughthese
to mount a serious challenge. was necessary to focus on therassroots alliances, working withmovement and forces on the lefttricky waters.®

Unfortunately, the “Vancouver city’s housing crisis. community groups to advance
Charter” gives the province legal While some of the steps takerprogressive policies at City Hall
authority over Vancouver by Vision have reduced theand School Board. Mostthought it
municipal election regulations, numbers of homeless people onvas too early to adopt an electordl
allowing previous governments tothe streets, there are still thousandsctic for 2014. MAY DAY 201 2

ignore referendum votes in favourof residents surviving in shelters Butthere were differences oveq

of a ward system. or tiny, dirty rentals. A project to COPE’s approach to other civi

While COPE supports theredevelop the Little Mountain parties. Some argued that th} GREETING ADS
general thrust of amotion by Visionlands - the site of Vancouver’s firstToronto experience shows that th
to ask the government to amendocial housing after World War main danger to working people all

:ggtﬁh[gr:ﬁg Irt ea Ii%gtr OE Osniglgilr\]/ mi% from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in
h d qt i d ')I/'h' gl d our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events
much more detailed. This cou CO PE u rg es e | ecto ral reform I across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads will be

prevent attempts by Iarger parties . . . . i April 20; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
to find loopholes in new The Coalition of Progressive Electors is calling for Vancouver CRy A pri] 18. Please check with us about the format if your ad

regulations. Another option, COPECouncil to embrace specific targets that will make municipal electidns is being sent electronically.
argues, could be an informalmore transparent, more equitable, and less dominated by big mapey.

agreement among civic parties. While supporting the spirit of Councillor Reimer’s motion calling f Ad rates (based on 5 column page):
There are other key issuegeform, COPE says the city’s request to the province should be a rgore

By Kimball Cariou

PV Vancouver Bureau

------------------\

To mark May Day 2012, People's Voice will print greetings

during Vision's second term at City specific proposal to amend the Vancouver Charter by imposing a $1.50 r En: ;Ian:ir:h- oo -$E 1
Hall, such as taxation. After threeper registered voter spending limit for electoral organizations along vith | One column x 2 inches. ... $25 I
years of following the direction of a per person contribution limit of $500. | | One column x 3 |nches$35 I
the 2005-08 NPA administration, Former COPE councillor Ellen Woodsworth says that specific chanpes | Two columns X 2 inches.................. $45 |
which began shifting an increasedare necessary. “We need to take the big money out of our system andl Two columns X 3 inches.........o $60 |
share of the tax load fromwitha$1.50 per voter limit-a figure in line with Elections Canada—%e | Two columns X 4 iNCheS .........ccccovvere $75 |
businesses to homeowners, Visiogan start to move in that direction.” Two columns X 5iNChes.......ccocveeeveeeeen.. $90

has changed gears. For the 2012 However, Woodsworth noted that the B.C. Liberals have ignoreolall | Three columns x 4 inches $110 I
budget, Mayor Robertson’s partythree Vancouver parties whenthey called for changes. “This governrlent | Two columns x 7 inches........ T $130 |
plans to reduce the scale of thisgnored COPEin 2005, the NPAin 2007, and Visionin2010. Theissue gn't | Three columns x 7 inches. ... . $180 |

shift, which was highly unpopular Vancouver, the issue is the Province.” L o o o o — — — — - o ol

with homeowners. COPE is also calling for public hearings around individual donatipn ' .
Relations with the city’s limits, third party spending, bringing in wards, and making donations fax Send greetings to People's Voice at:

workforce, represented by CUPEdeductible. “The City needs the authority to make changes to howlwe 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1

and other unions, will also be onelect our officials,” said Woodsworth. “Once we have that authorityl it E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

the agenda. The labour movemersghould be up to voters, not just City Hall’ N o o o o o o

\-------------_
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prices and corporate revenues have rebounded, but the o
signs of slowdown are mounting, including an alarming loss of
time employment.

includes the 1.4 million who are “actively looking” for work. Ad
those waiting for a recall from a previous employer, who have g
up looking for non-existent jobs, or who are stuck working part-ti
and unemploymentwould soar to 10.6%, or some two million pe

Backin 2008, only 12% of unemployed workers spent six or

The average length of an unemployment spell has jumped fro
weeksto 21.1 weeks. Why? According to Statistics Canada, th

every job opening was filled tomorrow, over 1.5 million Canadip

would still be looking for work.

Several policy options could address this crisis. One is
emergency plan to build low-income housing across the cou
Another would be to shorten the work week with no loss in t

home pay. A third idea would be to roll back post-secondary tu}'

rates and increase education and training for jobless Cana
Number four: start processing raw materials here in Canada, in|
of exporting jobs.

But the Harper Tories, as hardline ideologues of unregul
capitalism, will use their budget to help the bosses inflate prof
the expense of working people. As the saying goes, “Tory time
hard times.” It will take a big dose of “people power” to save
country from their disastrous agenda.

Fascist cancer still spreads

Foryears, police forces and governments in Canada have c
to ignore violent racist hate groups across the country, or ey

dratio /'

ull- 1 :

1485

T35 Lettere to the Editor

(s at
S are

thelt St|” Moves and various financial centres all overl ran and nLIkeS?
the world.

Imperialism andfinancial capitalism  Ideally we would like the With respect to “Intelligence
are in a deep crisis, rather worse tha€ommunist Party to be connectedofficers condemnwar drive” (PV, Feb.
the great depression of the 1930s. withthese movements, leading themiril-14), it should be added that the hype

'0S€MAt the same time, internationalthe direction of Marxist-Leninist over possible nuclearweaponsfor Iran

make sickening comparisons between these fascists and th

EN E%pitalism strives for domination to ideology and socialism. is completely bogus. The Ayatollah
a'ﬂ%’ep this blood-soaked and The Wall Street protesters do notAliKameneihasissued a Fatwa against

racists who courageously expose their activities. But recent e er\%odthirsty predatory system whichmention “socialism”. They say they nuclear weapons, on the grounds that

make it more difficult to cover up for thugs like the “Blood
Honour” gang.

Three “alleged” (“self-proclaimed” would be more accurate)
white supremacist hate group members are on trial in British Colurnbia

charged with the burning of a Filipino man and assaults on B
Hispanic and Native people. These violent crimes coincided wit
increased visibility of “white power” fascists on the streets
Vancouver and nearby cities.

Atthe sametime, the names and addresses of 74 white suprer
in Canada (and many more in other countries) were recently Ig
by anti-racist computer hackers in Europe. The hackers rev
emails, secret websites and blogs, photos of children giving

This will not surprise our readers, who are well aware of crim
Blood and Honour supporters such as the series of bloody ai
against Calgary anti-racists Jason and Bonnie Devine.

If hackers in Europe and activists across Canada can identi
dangerous fascists in our midst, why are the police so slow td
Will the trials in Vancouver mark the end of efforts to bring th

lutes, confidential legal d ts and displ f Hitler tat{oog. |
salutes, confidential legal documents and displays of Hitler aellgc@_les tOId to western farmers

dhasbeengoingovertheIast100years.rejustfightingagainstthe“greed”ofthese weapons cannot possibly
Humanity has lost millions of people the bankers. In fact it is not the greedliscriminate between military and
in the wars alone. of the bankers; it is the greed of thecivilian targets - a position also taken
' In the present capitalist economiccapitalist system. by the latest Roman Catholic
aClf:risis, ordinary people have beenasked We are followers of Marxism- Catechism.
nhﬁ) carry the burden. The ordinaryLeninism. Galileo, on his death bed Iran has had a public debate on
0 people without any assistance daredtosayindefiance of the Pope anthe advisability of nuclear weapons,
uidance and leadership are actuallghurch “It still moves” i.e. the Earth and decided against them. No
inning to rebel against this racketmoves around the Sun. western power has dared to do
AXBBnce the occupation of Wall Street likewise. It should be noted that for
eale_ most western powers, nuclear
Nazi weapons are more for threat than
for any possible use. Actually to

] ) use such weapons would make the
acksFarmers expecting somethingAssociation (WCWGA) continue to perpetrators a pariah state.

substantialin their Christmas stockingoromote Marketing Freedom - “the  \why then the hype? Neocons and
y theere sorely disappointed at the end ofight to sell to whomever, wherever & the |sraeli lobby in the US have used
3.02@11 Not Only was there nOthing |eftwhenever | want”. Yet a SUppOSedlythe pretext of possib|e nuclear
PSein their stocking, but what they hadintelligent WCWGA past president weapons to distract attention from the

na

Harjit Daudharia, Surrey, BC

criminals to justice? Or will the authorities be compelled to make avas stolen by Harper and his henchmesigned a contract (through her Broker3ea| reason for the push forwar on Iran:

serious effort to eradicate this cancerous tumour within Cang
society? The answer may depend largely on our ability to moh
against the white supremacist threat.

diaRitz and Anderson, and given to Viterra,At what cost?) to deliver 1000 Tonnesas we saw in the 2006 invasion of south
ilizeDM, Louis Dreyfus, Cargill & Parrish of #1 CWAD 13% to the delivery | ebanon. the Israeli Defence Forces no
& Heimbecker. location (Assiniboia Grain) or ANY |onger have absolute power, even

The lies these three spread aralternative location as may be notifiedihough the IDF is the biggest military
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unbelievable, eg. Western farmers novipy the company (so muchforwherever)powerin the region. They were stopped
have the same opportunity as otheThis mustbe delivered between Oct. 1in 2006, by Hizballah, which is

farmers (referring tothe former Ontario2012 and Oct. 31 2012 (so much folsupported by Iran. The IDF can no
Wheat Producers Marketing Boardwhenever) at $8.35 per bushel. longer commit crimes of aggression
started by farmers in 1958yhat ~ What about the 70+ countries thakyith impunity, exceptin Gaza and the
they haven't told farmers is: the CWB can sellto at handling cost ofiyest Bank. For this reason, the Israeli

Ontario wheatfarmers: ended theirabout 9 cents per bushel? Why angbppy in the US, as well as Republican
single desk through a farmer-ledfrom whom, is Viterra expecting to candidates, wantawarwith Iran. Israeli
DEMOCRATIC process; produce make eight-figure gains from CWB military and intelligence figures know
wheatthat is used for pastries, cookiegeregulation? better and have consistently opposed
and cakes; produce less thatone-tenth Another lie is about the farmers g war on Iran.
the volume of wheat that prairie farmersjailed for selling their own wheatinto |t jooks very much as if the neocon
produce; sell about 90% of theirthe U.S.” These farmers went to jailglements, the pro-Israeli lobby, and
product within Canada and northernbecause they contravened the Customgssorted war mongers are infactIsrael's
USA; have low transportation Act. In fact one of them stole his worstenemies. The much-desired war
distances and costs; now pay graifractor unitfrom the compound wheregp, |ran would be a disaster for Israel
companies more to handle their cropsit was impounded! and for the people of Israel.

Prairie wheatfarmers:votedinfavour  The stupid thing is that those  One should add that Iran would be
of keeping the CWB, and face having itwanting “marketing freedom” can sell quite receptive to the notion of a
taken away against their will; produceto whoever they want. They just can’tyyclear Weapons-Free zone in the
hard red spring wheat used forbread anskll for a price lower than what thepiddle East. One need have no
durum used for pasta; produce 80% oCWB is getting. illusions about the present Iranian
Canada’s wheat; mustpay freightcosts In truth, Harper, Ritz & Anderson government to recognize thatawar on
to transport grain long distances towithalltheir lies, illegal actsand breakingran, or even the present regime of
inland terminals and to port; rely on theof Canada’s laws should be among thganctions will succeed in uniting
CWB to ensure fair market access foffirst to be charged under their OWNppposition movements in Iran with
all, including users of producer cars. “Tough on Crime Bill C10"! the government.

Ritz and his supporters such as

permission provided the source is credited.

Western Canadian Wheat Growers Joyce Neufeld, Waldeck, SK Jordan Bishop, Ottawa, ON
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Peace Alllances raises milit arism issues with NDP

With the federal NDP leadershipAusterity to
vote coming up on March 24, thespending.
eight candidates have largely Question: What would you dodangerous and illegal underattack on Iran?
avoided the issues of war ando counterthisimbalance and callinternational law. As was the case 4) Civil Liberties - The

redirect that military force against nuclear

Question: Would you opposeand criminalizing Aboriginal
installations in Iran will be further sanctions and a military people who try to assert control

over their traditional territories.
Now the government has said it

militarism, where their party has afor a redirection of money, withlIraq, sanctionsandwar createcdConservative government has avill reintroduce anti-terror
mixed record. Fortunately, theallocated forthe militaryto public a humanitarian crisis with morerecord of attacking those wholegislation which had expired in

Canadian Peace Alliance has sergervices, health,
several important questions to theehabilitation, education and in ruins.
candidates. Thiswelcome initiativeenvironmental programs?
may helpraise these crucialissues 2) Afghanistan - The
at a time when the NDP is theGovernment of Canada hasg
Official Oppositionin Parliament, extended Canada’s troop presend
and hopes to win the next federaln Afghanistan until 2013. This is
election expectedin 2015. People’she third time they have extended
Voice will report on the responsesCanada’s participation in the war,
from the leadership candidates. In poll after poll, the majority of

1) Military Spending - The Canadians have shown that the
CANADA FIRST DEFENCE want all of our troops removed
STRATEGY earmarks $480 billion from Afghanistan now.
for military spending by 2025. Question: What would you do
This is the largest increase into as leader of the opposition to
military spending since WWII raise this issue and to call for the
and makes Canada the 13thmmediate removal of all
largest military spender in theCanadian troops including troop
world. Simultaneously, the trainers from Afghanistan?
government of Canadais calling 3) Sanctionsand waron Irar
for austerity and plans an $11There are signs that the US, Israe(I:anadlansarest|IIWa|t|ngforthee|ghtNDPIeadersh|pcand|dates
billion cut to public services in and other NATO countries notto present detailed positions on the key issues of war and peace
their next federal budget. Theonly are planning a fifth round of raised by the Canadian Peace Alliance. Photos from candidate
Canadian Peace Alliance hasevere sanctions but also alebate in Toronto, clockwise from top left: Niki Ashton, Nathan
launched a campaign called Peacpossible nuclear military attack onCullen, Paul Dewar, Thomas Mulcair, Brian Topp, Martin Singh,
and Prosperity - NOT - War andlran’s nuclear facilities. Any use of Romeo Saganash, Peggy Nash.(PV photos by Ed Bil)

veteranthan 1.5 million dead and a countrydissent - in particular, criminalizing 2007 including clausesin bills C-36
Muslims as so-called “Islamists” and C-42 which suspend the rule of

law and allow for people to arrested
and detained without charge.

Question: What would you do
to stop the Conservative plan to
set back civil liberties in Canada
and work to rescind those
elements of bills C-36 and C-42
that have been extended?

5)NATO-The NDPisonrecord
calling for Canadatowithdraw from
NATO. Canada’s NATO
membership has resulted in our
armed forces being embroiled in
conflicts, suchasthewarinLibya,
during which NATO far exceeded
its regional and military mandate.
The Libya mission, under NATO,
morphed from a call for a limited
mission into an aggressive war for
regime change.

Question: Do you think
Canada should continue to be
part of NATO? If yes, why? If no,
why? e

MLA sets example by wading
Into lives of the poor

needy both in Surrey and inthe people he met.
Vancouver. At his Surrey room  Within his own Indo-Canadian
As the occupy movementwhere he stayed during the firsttommunity such myths continue
against one percent super rich andalf of January, visitors wereto prevail and Brar was also
in solidarity with 99 percent of the greeted by the picture of Barnesattacked by many callers during
working class and downtroddenwho became a role model for Braropen line radio talk shows. “Many
continues across North America, aluring the experiment. While doingIindo Canadians think that this ig
New Democrat MLA from British so Brar gained firsthand experiencéhe problem of the mainstream

By Gurpreet Singh

Columbia, Jagrup Brar, has set ainf what it means to be poor in awhereas | also came across marly provoke a crisis, by forcing deep cuts that were not possible,’

example by wading into the lives ofprovince that governmentads clainPunjabis on welfare. The Indo-
homeless and poor. to be the best place on earth. Canadians don’t know this
Brar accepted a challenge from  In hishometown of Surrey, Brar because those on welfare in ouf
an anti-poverty advocacy grouphad to survive on Food Bank andcommunity are scared to tell the
called Raise the Rates and lived ometwith anumber of people withouttruth and do not share their stories
$610 during January. That's thejobs, homeless, single mothers andith others fearing humiliation and
amounta person surviving on B.Crefugees. A big map dotted withridicule.”
welfare gets. Raise the Rates hagdopulation relying on Surrey Food At the end of this journey Brar
thrown a challenge before the BCBank also welcomed visitors at hisbroke financially. What gave him
MLAs to survive on this meager smallroom. The only washroominstrength was a greeting card fron
amount for a month. the building was shared by othethis daughter Noor hanging from
Brar was the second MLA to occupants. The room rent wasne of the walls. Though he was
accept the challenge after Emeryabout $400. Another room offeredaware that it was notreal for him, ag
Barnes, who survived on theto him for $300 was as big as ehe would eventually return to his
welfare money 25 years agocloset but wasn’t available normal and comfortable lifestyle,
Incidentally, both men were from immediately. yet he faced occasional hardshipg.
visible minority groups. Whereas
Barnes was black, Braris an IndoDowntown Eastside was worstfrom akind-hearted landlord at his
Canadian. where Brar lived among 55 singletemporary home in Surrey. He
As part of the challenge, Brarroom occupants. The building hasbarged into Brar's room when a
resided among the homeless anfive floors with 11 single rooms on mediainterview was in progress. I
every floor for each individual. am supposed to kill my urge and
They all shared one washroompotto accept such luxuries. Otherg
and each individual was requiredmight accept them but | can’t and
to take care of personal hygienethat makes this experience real foy
The room rent was $410 a monthme.”
and Brar lived on free food served The occupy movement was
by a Church next door. “Nobody partially sparked by the vacuum
can survive on such asmallamountaused by lack of leadership. Only
whenthe lion’s share of the welfaremore humanist politicians like Brar
money is spentonrentingaroom”’can reassure people who ar
he said in an interview with this disappointed and disillusioned
reporter at his stinky and withthe system.While some critics
suffocating room which had aaccuse Brar of trying to take
broken fridge. political mileage out of this
The line up at the free lunch andexperience, they are missing a point
dinner at Church and a long waitthat politicians cannot survive by
forone’sturntogetashowertakesgnoring the strength and
a lot of time from the schedule of aexpectations of the voters. What s
poor person who is on a job huntimportantto rememberis whomthe
Brar came to understand closelypoliticians are trying to please?
how the myths about these peoplé&he elite and the corporate or the
have demonized the poor in thepoor and needy? If a good deed is
mainstream media. He wrote higperformed to attract votes, it is
daily experiences in a diary andbetter than trying to attract votes
took notes of the testimonies ofby performing a bad dee@.
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CAW outraged at

Electro-Motive closure

From www.caw.ca

CAW President Ken Lewenza has expressed his angef and
frustration at the “callous move” by Caterpillar to suddenly close its
London Electro-Motive Diesel plant, announced on Feb. 3.

Sadly, the closure doesn’t come as a total surprise to the dginion.

“Caterpillar had no intention of keeping this plant open,” $aid
Lewenza. “From day one, we believed that Caterpillar was trying to
said

Lewenza. “Our members would have happily continued working
under the previous conditions, but that wasn't enough for|this
incredibly profitable company.”
Caterpillar locked out approximately 465 workers on Janualry 1,
after tabling a final offer that would cut wages and benefits in half.
In late January, Caterpillar announced $4.9 billion in annual prfits,
the highest in its 86 year history.
Lewenza also pointed the finger squarely at government ingction
in allowing the closure. He said that 465 workers and another 1,700
workers employed in spin-off jobs are now the casualties ¢f an
outdated and dysfunctional Investment Canada Act, that attaches
no commitment to Canadian jobs to corporate take-overs.
“The Stephen Harper government is entirely in the pocket df the
corporate elite and has shown absolute disregard for Canadian
workers and their families,” said Lewenza. “| am disgusted af this
government and its indifference towards the suffering of workerg and

The life in Vancouver’s He refused to accept a samosg the unemployed. The Harper governmentwas elected by Cangdians,

but only seems able to represent multi-national corporations.

“Even though we predicted that the plant could close,
devastating whenitactually happens,” said CAW Local 27 Preg
Tim Carrie. “This is truly rotten behaviour. Now we're going to
everything that we can for our members.”

CAW Electro-Motive chairperson Bob Scott said that mem
learned this morning that the plant would close - the company
the union absolutely no advance notice. “Imagine the shock that our
members felt at hearing about losing their job, on the radio,”[said
Scott. “It's unbelievable that Caterpillar would string our memlpers
along and lock them out in the cold for six weeks, when it hald no
intention of reopening the plant,” said Scott. “This is absolytely
sickening behaviour on the part of this corporatios.”

it's
dent
do
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CETA talks: what’s the big hurry?

c Trojan Horse in front of City Hall
PV Vancouver Bureau Failure to protect onJan. 26 to warn about the hidde

Like a freight train racing water services dangers of CETA.
downhill without brakes, the “This agreement with the EU
“Comprehensive Economic and Recently leaked documentshas far reaching implications for}®
Trade Agreement” negotiationsshow that Canada and thecity policies and could hurt our &
between Canada and the Europeaprovinces have failed to protectability as councillors to promote

yet most Canadians have littleservicesfromtrade rulesthatwouldncentives for investment in
idea of CETA’s potential impact encourage privatization. Toronto, protect the environmen{#=
on our lives. Groups like the The documents, made publicor otherwise use public spending
Canadian Union of Public by the Quebec Network onasawayto stimulate growth,”said"

Employees and the Council ofContinental Integration (RQIC)andCouncillor Glenn de Baeremaeke E
Canadians are trying to stopthe Trade Justice Network, show “Fromwhat|cansee,the CETA]
CETA before it's too late, but a Canada’s initial services andwould be all risk and little reward

been completed. The federalist policy areas or sectors that ar&ristyn Wong-Tam. “We're here
government says that “significantto be spared from “liberalization,” to ask the executive committee t¢'

the board, including the areas ofmarket-based terms favourable texclude Toronto from any|

goods, services, investmentmultinational investment). Water unnecessary limits in the EU deals
government procurement andservices are not on the list, whichon how we make policies to benefi
many others. The negotiating teximeans they are automaticallyour community.”
is now well-advanced, with manyincluded in the deal. Wong-Tamand de Baeremaeke
chapters closed or parked pending “The two biggest private water spoke in support of a motion
further development, and issuesltilities in the world are Europeanrecommending that City Council

narrowed down to key differencesaccess to Canada’s still publicissue a clear, permanent exemptio®
where solutions are now beingwater systems,” says Maudeof Toronto from the CETA, and The CETA "Trojan Horse" at Toronto City Hall
Barlow, national chairpersonwith“protect the powers of
municipalities, hospitals, schoolCanadian Heritage and OfficialDirector of the Council of
e boards, utilities, universities andLanguages James Moore. Report€anadians. “The federal govern-
other sub-federal agencies to ushdicate Moore was approachednent should force Random House
public procurement, services anthy Random House to seek arto offer the 75 percent stake in
- investment as tools to create locaéxemption from provisions of the McClelland & Stewart previously

gl b AR PRI ST ,  jobs and otherwise support localnvestment Canada Act whichheld by the University of Toronto
3 *  economic development.” require a review of foreign to the highest Canadian bidder.”
tTT‘.Tf L e 'ﬁ’ As a participant in the CETA takeovers of Canadian publishing Establishedin 1906, McClelland
X negotiations, Ontario has madeirms to ensure these are of “ne& Stewart has published books by

promises to open certain sectorgenefit to Canada.” Maude Barlow, Margaret Atwood,

and to bind certain municipal “This development highlights Farley Mowat, MargaretLaurence,
governments and other provinciakhe reason we need a complet®ierre Berton, L.M. Montgomery,
agencies to procurementrulesthagultural exemption from the Michael Ondaatje, and many other
§ would forbid buy local or “Buy CETA,”says Garry Neil, Executive Canadian authorse
- _ 4 Canadian” requirements or any
_,_J J other preferences for small .

oAt L Lol L businesses on some contracts.

— — The Trojan Horse appeared What ’S a CETA, and
before the gates of Parliament in

actively explored.” the Council of Canadians.Ottawa during the last round of h h Id b

Stressing their goal of “resisting“Harper’'s message to theseCETA negotiations in October W y S Ou We e
protectionist pressures incompaniesisthat Canadais ‘oped011. It has also joined a protest

[ ] [ ]
challenging economic times,” thefor business’ when it comes tooutside the Quebec National d b ?
Harper Tories want to wrap upwater privatization. The very Assembly demanding Worr'e a OUt 't°
talks quickly, with the aim of notion of water as a public goodtransparency and debate before
concluding CETA this year. and a human right is at stake.” the dealis signed. Ineach case,theBy Larry Brown, list of things that governments

What's the big rush? It's all ~ “Canadians hold agreatdeal oHorse represents the hidden ggcratary T f can’tdoifthey interfere at all with
) ‘ . Lt . - y Treasurer o

about money, markets, and profitstrust in publicly owned, operateddangers inside what is being National Union of Public the corporate sector’s unfettered
With a population of 500 million and delivered water and sanitationmisleadingly called a trade 4.4 General Employees  fight to make a profit.
and a GDP of $17 trillion, the EU systems,” says CUPE Nationalagreement. 2) This proposed deal would
member states represent CanadaRresident Paul Moist. “Water and  Already over 20 municipal The Canadian Government iSfortheﬁrSttimeapp|ydirect|yto
second largest trading partner. Irother essential services like healtlyovernments have requested towell down the road, with the Provinces, and cities, and crown
2010, EU countries bought $49.2care, public transit, postal servicebe excluded from the EU deal. European Union, towards corporations, and school boards,
billionin Canadian exportsofgoodsand energy are vital to our negotiating a Comprehensivegng hospitals. In particular the
and services, and imports from theeommunities. If European nego Investment Canada EconomicandTradeAgreemen'European Commission wants
EU to Canada were $55.3 billion.tiators are prepared to protect thos (CETA). They tell us that CETA zccess to ‘procurement’ by all

The EU is also the second largessectors why isn't Canada? We nee Act trampled willhave everythingthatNAFTA these levels of government.
source of foreign directinvestmentto debate this deal right now.” has, plus more. They say thatlikeprgcurement is the purchase of
in Canada, totalling $146.9 billion CUPE and the Council of The federal government has it's a good thing. goods, like buses, and services.

at the end of 2010. CanadiarCanadiansareaskingthatprovincidbeenaccused ofignoring Canadian  But the more one looks at thiSThat means that Provinces, and
investmentinthe EU reached $145.governments correct their mistakdaw and approving the takeover of Comprehensive Economic a”dcities, would lose their right to
billion in that year, or 23.5% of by fully excluding drinking water Canadian book publisher Trade Agreement,the more therg,ge taxpayers’ money for the
Canada’s direct investmentandwastewaterservicesfromtrad&lcClelland & Stewart by a is to dislike. NAFTA cost us penefit of local taxpayers. The
abroad. offers. The organizations also urganultinational corporation, to help hundreds of thousands Ofproposed CETA would prohibit

Canada and the EU announcethe provinces to withhold supportclear obstacles for CETA. manufacturing jobs, plus madegovernments at all levels from
plansin 2009 for a“free trade” typefor the CETA negotiationsuntilthe  “It would seem that the our regulations and our socialspendingtax dollars to encourage
of agreement, even morepublic and opposition parties havegovernmentis running roughshod programs  vulnerable  to |gca] development. Bids would
comprehensive than the Canadahad a chance to study and makever the Investment Canada Actin challenges from US and Mexicanhave to be open to European
US deals which removed mostrevisions to these offers and theorderto smooththe way for CETA companies. The proposed CETAcompanies and the only
restraints onthe cross-border flonbroader Canada-EU agreementalks to be concluded,” says isallofthatand more, withamuchggnsideration allowed would be
of capital and profits. There could be many other areadylaude Barlow. “Ifthe government larger economic bloc. the cost of the bid.

While the Harper governmentfor example public transit, healthdenies the takeover, the issue will Here are just some of the Pretty much everyone who
claims to “appreciate the input ofcare, education, etc., which shoulbecome an impediment to reasons to be very concernegyoksat CETA comes tothe same

all Canadians”inthis process, onlype protected but which theconclusionofthe CETAtalks, since about CETA. conclusion. Hydro Quebec has a
the business sector has actuallprovinces have not carved out oBertelsmannAG, ownerofRandom 1) Like mostsuch agreementsRresearch Institute. They studied
been consulted. Working peoplethe CETA. House and its affiliates, is the the proposed CETA is not SOCETA and concludedthat CETA

who will pay the price through

lower living standards, lost jobs, B ls =Yg W11 17 iR (0]
and increased environmenta

world’s largest trade book much about trade as it is aboufyoyld limit the ability of
publisher and an influential putting limits on the ability of government agencies to use
- ... German company.” governments to control thepyplic spendingto achieve social
degradation have been kepRUNIaI[ofeEzUNI[EES Questions remain about the actions of large corporations. It'Sgoals like economic development
completely out of the loop. Here legality of the McClelland & not really about tariffs and
are some examples ofthe potential Toronto councillors and Stewarttakeover, approved behind borders, it’s about adding to the see CETA, p. 10
impacts. community groups hauled a gianttlosed doors by Minister of
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Act to prevent war against lran and Syria

easier toimpose the full burden ofaspirations of the broadest massesso explains why imperialism isthese must be encouraged,

capitalism’s great problems on theof people. resorting to sudden, blitzkrieg-styleincluding in the ranks of the NDP,
The Middle Eastis the epicenterworking class, farmers and small Imperialism’s flawed strategic operations. Forexample, Libya wasa situation which will help mobilize

of the militarization of relations capitalists. In the global capitalistconcepts for war against Syria o sudden war associated with g@rotests and opposition outside

between China and Russia on onsystem, war protects and hikedran add to the unpredictability of barrage of propaganda that helpegarliament.

side and NATO'’s imperialist, or corporate profits. Imperialist war the outcome. Several recent warstop opposition from developing. Protests must become large

advanced capitalist countries, orcrushes popular and rewvol are spreading to new countries; foHowever, the expectation of sudderenough to block Canada’s entry

By Darrell Rankin

the other. Imper- utionary example, the Afghanistan war isvictory can easily be dashed whennto a new imperialist war. The
ialist countries movements spreadingto Pakistan. Pro-NATOmet by firm resistance. NDP and the labour movement
which twice hOW We whose aim is to Libyanarmed groups say they will have said virtually nothing about
plunged the world s o | v e moveto Syria. . . the looming war danger. Monte
into war in the last : unemployment, Most western imperialist Build the anti-war Solberg, a former Reform/
century are getting See It " aa famineandclimate countries see attacking Syria as a movement Conservative MP, studied the
ready for round change. stepping stone forwar againstIran, NDP’s position and wrote last fall
three. Thearmsrace Every new war butIsrael wants Iranto be the first  \with the most powerful that“the little Iran problem didn't

is growing around the globe andcreates more difficulties to begintarget. Eitherway, Israel’s positionimperialist countries close tomerit a single mention” in the
the battle lines are getting clearershifting the balance of forcestowards Syriais clear. An official [aunching new wars in the Middle party’s statements, speeches and
Even without considering the against imperialism. Wars arestate of war has always existedcast, the anti-war forces need to bgedia releasegToronto Sun,
potential for anew global war, fearextremely unpredictable; addingbetween the two countries.strengthened quickly. TheNovember 13, 2011).
and tension are flowing from thetothe listof currentwarsis a straighEquipped with a strict reading of corporate mediaand governments Yet the NDP’s actual position
threat of smaller wars of regimepath to a new world order ofthe United Nations Charter, Syriaare carrying out a frenzied drive tosupports the Harper government's
change and occupation in Irancorporate fascism. has always viewed Israel as afustify the need for regime changewar effort against Syria and Iran.
and Syria. Positions are hardening Despite the foolish belief in illegal, imposed state. dismissing the ability or actualAsked to comment on the
on both sides of the interventionquick and predictable success, Inthe ArablLeague,recentvotesyishes of the Syrian and IranianConservative government’s
issue. So far, China and Russidundreds of thousands andnboth Syriaand Libya show thatpeoples to manage their own affairsgecision to send a warship to the
will veto any UN Security Council possibly millions of Iranian and SaudiArabiaandthe smallemirates Yet there are weaknesses aniylediterranean for possible use
resolution thatmay trigger military Syrian lives would be lost in a dominate the leadership, with thepotential divisions in imperialist against Syria, the NDP foreign
action, but that may not beserious war, especially if thesupportof Egypt’s military regime circles, which may help the anti-affairs critic said “I don’t have a

enough. countries are occupied. We shouland other anti-popular war movement. NATO may not Strong opinion about that” and
Itmay be only a matter of weeksrecall Hitler's expectation that urged “tougher pressure” on the
or months before imperialism Britain would surrender after a Syrian governmer{iroronto Sun,
targets Syria or Iran, adding to itsdrastic bombing campaign. It wag a0 1 wrd il l;'q'-ﬁh November 21, 2011).
list of imposed regime changesunrealistic and the Nazis had td t WL W Enet By focusing only on the Syrian
which are notapproved by the UN.conclude Britain would surrender| LL , - =il | I Bopig™ government, the NDP has an
For the SeCUrity Council to eVenonly if it was fU”y OCCUpied. =0l yoARLTY . II' I:-| B L | AMLY THI m unbalanced approach to resolve
talk about military action against Western imperialist countries| w7 T Wy o B the country’s civil conflict, has no
sovereign countries signals thashould draw the obvious yRANIAT R, I Tiee MG 10 | real objection to sending military
imperialism (NATO and Japan) conclusion that a war of regime PEC f*:‘_‘ ' igrtenls s forces into the region that could
dominates world politics. And if change will not be easy and will . ' invade or attack Syria, and lists
imperialism acts outside the UN, asnvolve lengthy occupations. Butf sanctions as the only diplomatic
in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, their whole scenario is based of remedy. The way is left open for

the NDP to conclude at a later date
that sanctions are not working, so
it's time for foreign intervention.
The NDP policy on Syriaindicates
how it will behave towards Iran.
Peace groups have made some
good statements and some are
starting to mobilize and build
alliances against a new war. More

Haitiand Libya, itis another nail in flawed strategic concepts - fas
the coffin to the actual words of thewars and victory through air powe
UN Charter. and powerful new weapons. The

West will have to pay a large

|mperia|ism: source military, economic and political
price, even if they are restricted ta

of the war danger a serious bombing campaign. Th

. . . stakes for people in Iran and Syrig
Protecting civilians is a are incredibly higher.
monstrous argument for starving, In Canada, the labour movemen attention needs to be paid to
bombing anq invading a country. ang all people must act now to parliament, where there has been
So what s really beh'|>nd prevent imperialist aggression, at no serious debate yet on Syria or
imperialism’s rising bloodlust? . home and abroad. governments. achieve consensus on a decisiolian (ifitwillhappen atall before a
Arrogance cannotfully explain To avoid war, we need the Last year's Arab League voteto attack Iran or Syria, preventingwar), butitis important to prepare

imperialism’s growing dependence, inati i member w. ici icipati and lobby as if a debate might
onitsenormousmilitarypotential.Strengthened coordination ando suspend Syria as a ass official participation. So only a Y g

. i -ali invitati imperialismto i happen soon. It is important to
The answer to the problem is tha nity of non-aligned and aclearinvitationforimp handful of NATO countries and happ p

LoTE eveloping countries, largertarget the country. The vote fell|srael are likely to participate. Aboutpressure all opposition parties to
capitalism is n deep trouble_ andsections of the internationalshort of formal support for war Syria, |5rae|yco§|d stz;)y out of areject a war and at least force a
Fhe most reactionary forces 'n.a”\Norking class movement, thebecause such a move is opposefight if the outcome could debate.
|mper|aI|stcountr|esarepreparlng esistance inimperialistcountries by the broad working masses. Sgeopardize its continued Despite the war mongering,
to Use war as a way to wipe out al[ind communist and working classvhy are most Arab Leagueoccupation of the country’s Golanbroadly-supported efforts against
resistance at ho_me and abroad. parties, including the left social members ignoring the war dangeHeights. war can and must grow, at the local

Ifweareto belle_v_eourc_orpo_ratedemocratic variety who shouldand aligning themselves with the The parties of the Socialistand cross-Canada levels (days of
media, theU.S.m|I|taryW|IIenj<_)y reject the further appeasement ofmost pro-war countries in the|nternational, such as the NDP inaction, meetings, open letters, etc.).
early a.nd. sudden success in perialism’s drive to war. The region, including Turkey, whichis Canada, are making a monumentalVaiting for a war to start is the
future limited war. After all, the lobal anti-war, anti-imperialist a base for anti-Syrian forces, andnistake by lining up to supportWwrong approach. All peace groups
US sqccgeded in Iraq and Vengmvement must be strengthenedsrael? aggression against Syria and Irarshould be working on this. There
q“'ck'y”? Libya, the_troop SUrgeis Every new war makes creating  The national bourgeoisie in theOpposition to war in all NATO needs to be more effortto pin down
helping in Afghanlstan,_ and n(.)internationalunitymore difficult. ArabLeague are more afraid of thecountries will grow one way or the the positions of NDP leadership
one else has the same high quality growing popular unrest than of apther and become much sharpe¢andidates on the issue of
of weappns,_tralned troops.an_d M war instigated by imperialism than over Libya. Inthe end, the risdntervention against Syriaand Iran.
leadership. Vietnam was then; this VIOI€ Wwalrs, maore . ; . ya.int , , -

. ’ . against Syriaand Iran. They do nobf anti-war forces will deal a heavy There should be immediate work to
ISnow. uncertainty fully realize the threat that plow to the Socialist International strengthen opposition to war in the

Th‘? ma_mbrak_eto Pf?"er_‘tthese . spreading imperialist occupationspy exposing social democracy’slabourmovementand inall popular
wars is still public opinion in the  Each new war of occupation byyyinqs 1o the sovereignty of allbankrupt collaboration with activitiestoraise the need to oppose
|mper_|aI|stV\_/orId,fl!teredthrougP} imperialism carries the see_ds of 3rab League countries. imperialism. war, well beyond International
considerations like C_)bama smore ger_1era| war, a violent At the expense of their own The anti-war movement mustWomen's Day and May Day.
chances for re-election. Thecontinuation of its efforts to sovereignty, the Arab nationalpe strengthened throughout the War can be prevented.

D v e Capias lasses are urited i hamperialist camp, cspecially in. (Darrell Rankin is the
o TS ! " L . expectation that a limited war anitobaleader of the Communist
and Britain are acting like they arewill. In addition to the expansionist P Canada and the U.S. Although ndV

; : S . : ) L . Pragainst Syria would help themserious divisions exist now in theParty of Canada, and a longtime
immune to public opinion, making aims of all imperialist countries : . . . L

S . ' crush the Arab Spring and remov anti-war activist.
the task of strengthening the peacthere is also the counter- pring ).S. Congress orin our parliament; )

. the threat of fundamental
movementharderand more urgentevolutionary  purpose  of yoocratic and social change. Until
imperialist war and aggression ‘

! the anti-imperialist forces in the
War spells danger Ealcmhph:rsiétlsisorxv’r; dari]gg:z'ase 4 "egion gainstrength and effectivel

and ruin to work- aggression to divide the worlgSuPPort each other, the

¥

eb. 4 anti-war demonstration in Toronto. (Photo: Ed Bil)

REDS ON THE WEB

2 ~~'sovereignty of Iran, Syria and all Www_Communist- artv.ca
ers of all lands builds rivalries thatmay eruptinto o1 eague countries is in dange p Y
another inter-imperialistwar. Moreor’ in the case of the Palestinia WWW.peOpIeSVOICe.Ca

We need to realize that war isimmediately, the spread of war in eople. is completelv submeraed .
placing all civil rights and the Middle East is the greates TF\e \ack of Bopulgr supporgtJ o WWW-YCI-I]C.C&

democracy on the choppingenemy of the Arab Spring arap countries for using war to Www.solidnet.org
block. Under a dictatorship, itisrevolutions and the genuine, e democracy and progress
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i i i from 2010 to 2011, under the - one’s attire and other freedoms arendermined by Portugal’s second-
Prlvatlzajuon administration of PresidentAnOthe_r I__Iond_u guaranteed by the constitution andargest umbrella union, the UGT,
Spreads in U.S. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino. ran unionist killed do existin Iraq. However, we tell which reached an agreement with

“Before we say that the new womeninthe civil service thattheythe government and employers to

Privatization and contracting outguidelines are working, show us The two-year war againstshouldwear clothesinaccordancenake it easier to fire workers. The
are becoming even more pervasivéhe proof that violations are nothousands of peasant families anwith their specific position, as is social democratic UGT leadership

across the United States, accordintpnger happening, or at least argheir organizations fighting to usual all over the world.” argues thatthe agreementwill give
to the Public Interest resourceactually going down,” testified defend their lands and coop- “It's enough that Iragi women unions greater clout in future
center. A recent commentary fromMata. eratives and to reclaim land stolergo out to work, risking their lives “economic reforms.”

the group says “It seems there’sno Mata also supported assertiondy large oil palm growers in the every day for the sake of rebuilding  But the larger Communist-led
public service or piece of propertyat the hearings about the rampantortheast Honduran region of Bajothe country,” says rights activist CGTP federation disagrees. “Prices
that private companies are nogbuse of contractual labor in theAguan has taken yet another life Sundus Abbas, fromthe Women’sare soaring, they are robbing the
eyeing as potential revenuecountry, which prevents workers’On Jan. 20 two gunmen onLeadership Institute. “At the people and sinking the country.
streams... Companies likefromenjoyingtheirrights,including motorcycles murdered Matbasmoment, in 11% of Iraqi families, Reject the pact of aggression,”
Corrections Corporation of theirrightto join unions. He cited Valle, former vice president of the women are the main breadwinnersiead banners during the Feb. 2
America, Waste Management, United Peasants Movement ofAndin74% ofthesefamilies, whereralliesin Lisbon, inreferencetothe
Maximus, Intuit, Laidlaw, Northrup Aguan (MUCA). women are widowed, they are theaccord signed by the UGT.
Grumman, Koch Companies,( ) According to MUCA General sole earners.”
Macquarie Capital Advisers, Secretary YoniRivas, “There’sno il o« " Af
Pinnacle West, and Unitétkalth doubtthis new murderis connecteqz)ortuguese Still temps af

ter 25 years

Care are hoping to use governmetjt with the current land conflict in
owners. They want to pressure us The Turkish Statistical

as their candy store.” Bajo Aguan and the large land-fransport strike

Here are some recentexamples.

The Emergency manager o into accepting the proposal from Public transport workers in Institute’s (TUIK) 2,500 employees
Flint, Mich., is considering selling the government and the privatePortugal held a 24-hour strike onare struggling to make ends meet
off its revenue-generating wate banks to buy these lands. We havEeb. 2 to protest austerity measuresvithout any job security, since
and sewer systems to the highe rejected this agreement alreadyThis was the third such strike sincehey are considered temporary
bidder. Long Island’s Nassau because whatthey're really tryingNovember. In the capital, Lisbon,survey employees and their

to do is strangle us financially.the metro shut down at midnightcontracts are renewed on an annual
They want to put us into debt soand ferry services were stoppedasis. On Feb. 2, the TUIK

County is proposing to privatize
its sewage treatment system an

is selling the Long Island Bus _/ they canthen come and take awagluring rush-hour traffic. employees, who track macro
company to Veolia Transportation. ~ theland that has cost us so much The 24-hour action waseconomic data like inflation,
The Texas Lower Coloradotwo cases, that of Philippinesacrifice.” launched to “protest against thegrowth and unemployment, hitthe

River Authority is selling 18 retail Airlines and of Hanjin Shipping. ~ Valle was vice president of strategic plan for transport,” saidstreets to demand better working
water and wastewater systems ifnOf the 21,000 workers (Hanjin) MUCA until mid-2011, and a Jose Oliveira, the coordinator forconditions and compensation.
the Hill Country and in its now employs, all of them aremember of the negotiatingthe Federation for Transport TUIK employees do not even
southeast service area to [Canadgontractual employees who arecommittee which in 2010 signedUnions (FECTRANS). Includedin receive the lowest civil worker
based] Corix Infrastructure. hired by 16 subcontractors, (andthe first agreement with thethe plan are measures to reduceage, whichis 1,635 Turkish Liras
School districts are planning tomany of these companies, havgovernment in an attempt tosalaries, cutjobsand privatize soméabout $930). High school
contract out custodial, clerical,interlocking directorates with the regulate the conflict. In August of the state-owned mass transigraduates earn 965 liras ($550) per

cafeteria and bus services. Théame officials of Hanjin.” 2010 Valle and another peasantompanies. The public willalso bemonth and those with a university
real state industry wants in on leader, Marba Gutierrez, wereaffected with planned servicedegreeearn 1,050 lira($600). These
profits from charter schools. General strike invited to a meeting of the Latin reductions and price hikes. wages do not include a food or
Entertainment Properties, a real American Federation of Coca-Cola The center-right governmentistransportation allowance which
estate investmenttrust, primarilyagreets EU |eaders Workers (FELATRAC), to give imposing afinancial plan dictatedsome Turkish workers receive.
movie theater landlord, now owns their testimony of the peasantoy the European Union and Some TUIK employees who
34 charter-school properties and The first general strike to hit struggle in Bajo Aguan. International Monetary Fund. have workedforaslongas25years
sees huge growth potential. Belgium since 1993 started late on  The labour movementestimatedortugal was given a 78-billion- are still considered “transitory”.

The liquor industry is pushing Sunday, Jan. 29 and continuedhat 45 people have been killedeurobailoutlastyearin May 2011,Those whose contracts are
hard to take control of statethrough the next day, shuttingduring the ongoing political and following earlier bailouts of Greeceterminated do not receive a

systems that generate funds fodown much of the country aseconomic struggles in Hondurasand Ireland in 2010. severance package and there is no
cash-strapped governments. Ohi&uropean leaders gathered for a The Feb. 2 strike wascompensation for overtime work.
Gov. John Kasichis privatizing themeeting in Brussels. “Liberated Iraqn

state’s liquor distribution system Publictransportation, including i i n
in a $1.4 billion dollar deal. The the entire railnetwork, was affected 5 controversial new Iraqi Many IterT:‘S in our "Global Class
Idaho Federation of Reaganbythestrike. Intercity Express (ICE)government directive tells women Struggle column are from the

Republicans has submitted drains and trains on the Thalysy,plicemploveestowear“modest” :
citizen’s initiative that would networkthatoriginatein Germa”;glothing:r?o glose—fitting T-shirts, Labour S tart website,
privatize liquor sales in Idaho andalso experienced interruptions injght trousers, short skirts, or www .labourst art.org

eliminate the state Liquor Division. service. ~ Deutsche = Bahn,gandals. and no ostentatious o
Michigan Gov. Snider is Germany’s rail operator, usedglitteryclothing in general.

proposing to deregulate the state’susses to carry passengers t0 \any civil servants see the (Send me information on the ¢ﬁ>\

alcohol distribution system, which Brussels once they reached thgjrective as unnecessary. Fev . =i
generatesan estimated $330 m|"|0rBe|g|an bOFder-SomeﬂightS atthevvomen in Iraq dress to yattracﬂ Commur“St Party Of Canada 1—",‘;
for the state’s general fund. ~  Brussels airport were cancelledgitention to themselvesina societ

Onthe other hand, record profitsand the smaller Charleroi airportyhere many men have beer] The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
at s_ta_te-owned liquor stores insouth Of the city closed entirely. ragicalized by violence and self-] fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
Virginia may have scuttled Gov. A military base near Bru_sse|3appointed gender police intimidate] The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
Bob McDonnell’s proposal to became the new landing site fokyomen on the street. But the new against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

privatize them. visiting heads of state, who weregjrective does not come from| active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
driven40 kilometerstothe meeting,l,(_:‘"giouS authorities or funda-| movementson awide range of issues_. All our policies and Ieader’ship arf set
More unioniStS Schools and shops shut anq'nentalists. Instead, it comes fron demo_cratlcally by our members. To fmc_;l out more about Canada’s party of
- - e production stopped atthe factories, commission presided over by socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
killed in Phlllpplnes of many companies including raq's minister forwomen’s affairs. Central Committee CPC
carmakers Audi and Volvo, Coca  «s thjs really what the minister 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

Athearings in Washington, theCola, and imaging group Agfa-for women'’s affairs thinks?” one 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
Secretary-General of the AllianceGevaert. At Europe’s Secondfemalepublicemployeeasked,“Is
of Progressive Labor (APL), busiestport, Antwerp, allcontaineripig really the policy of the Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du ~ Ottawa CPC

. Ne . . i i Tel: 613-232-7108
refuted claims of the Philippine and some bulk cargo terminals wergyinistry? Is... clothing really the pani communiste dy Canade) Me (oba Commitios CPC
A . . . - . ! anitoba Committee
government thatithas done alottehut, with shipping traffic suffering roblem women face? There ard Montreal, QC, H2V 4GS 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
resolve trade union killings. delays due to suspended harboWcally many important problems| E™a!: ea@cpe-pec.carél: 438-338-8390 rejtax: 204-586-7824
Josua Mata, testifying on Janservices. that women suffer from!” B.C. Committee CPC Ontario Ctee. CPC

: ) : B 706 Clark Drive, V. ,BC, V5L 3J1
25, stated that two years after the Belgium's major unions called \jinister for Women’s Affairs | Tel: 604-254-9836  E-mail cpbe@telus.net 2904 Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1NG

visitofan ILO High Level Mission, the strike to protest moves to raisgptinal Kasid al-Zaydi claims the | edmonton cpc Tel: 416-469-2446

none of the killings have receivedthe age of retirement and otheyjrective is necessary due td Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO ggén'i\l/forptie. cp;\c ore
L . i . . elvin Ave., Apt.
justice. Of 39 casesfiled before thbelt-tightening  measureScomplaints from government| Edmonton AB.TECANS — LoFiicn, ON. LeH 2k3

ILO, only three are currently on demanded by the EU. They urgegfices that some female employee o Tel: 905-548-9586
i i i 101 . . algary CPC
trial, and these involve only thethe EU toissue joint eurobonds t0yre not professionally attired. Gnit #2, 16 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC
hired guns, not the real masterease the interest pain for weaker “Actually, we do not restrict | Calgary, AB, T2A 682 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M
minds in their corporate offices. nations and said the rich shouldyomen and their freedom; we dd saskatchewan cpc Telffax: 902-542-7981
According to labour surveys, shoulder more of the austerityyot have the right to do so,” she| Emai: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

six trade unionists have been killedourden. says. “The freedom to choose\_ J

4




9 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE e FEBRUARY 15-29,2012

U.S. unions turn to political prisoners and peace

By W.T. Whitney Jr.
Increasingly,

for pushing Colombian authoritieshe explained, “They are gettingcharge. We believe that his releaségure unprecedented in the world.
to honour prisoners’ rights, andeven for my longstanding, wouldbe acrucial partinthe effortl believe that an important step
politically- the USW has joined the Justice forelentless work in defense ofto begin releasing the thousandsow is for U.S. unions to join the

motivated incarceration threatensColombia group as well. One of thevictims and for my unbreakableof political prisoners in that voices of labour, humanrights and

Colombian unionists, human rightspriorities for Justice for Colombia position against injustice.”
workers, and political activists. and Workers Unitingisthefreeing The pretext for Ravelo’s

country.”

other social groups in Colombia

Kovalikadded: “The U.S. labour who are calling for a peaceful,

They are already too familiar with of political prisoner David Ravelo, detention was conspiracy allegednovement has been unanimous inegotiated settlement to the armed
killings and disappearances atthand they have called on thein the murder 21 years ago ofits opposition to U.S. military conflict in that country. That is

hands of armed enforcers.Colombiangovernment-aswellasnayoral candidate David Nunezassistance to Colombia since 200@robably the greatest contribution
International solidarity with victims its chief military patron, the U.S. - Cala. That accusation came fronin light of its abysmal labour andwe can make to Colombia at this
has grown over recent decadedp “take all measures necessary tomprisoned paramilitary chieftain human rights practices which,time, and the release of political
with the labour movement takingprotect his life and the life of his Mario Jaimes Mejia, who among other things, has claimedrisoners is a key step in this

on a prominent role in defendingfamily.”

reportedly is seeking a reducedhe lives of over 2900 unionists - adirection.” @

humanrightsin Colombia. British ~ As USW Senior Counsel Danielsentence.

trade unions have beenKovalik explains, “Mr. Ravelo,a  USW solidarity with Colombian
instrumentalin bringing the factofhuman rights activist with political prisoners, via Workers
7500 Colombian political prisonersCREDHOS (a partner of ChristianUniting, is no surprise. The USW

Greetings from Liliany Obando

to the world’s attention. Aid) in Barrancabermejaaswellashad long opposed the recently
Some time ago, the U.S. anda former leader of the Patrioticapproved U.S.-Colombiafree trade
Canadian United SteelworkersUnion -a political party which has pact, condemned Drummond
union (USW) combined with the suffered literally thousands of Corporation’s impunity in the
British union known as Unite the assassinations over the years deaths of coal mine workers, anc
Union (itself the merger betweenhas been held in jail, withoutsued Coca Cola for complicity in
British Amicus and Transportationcharge, for 14 months now.”the murders of unionists employed
& General Workers Unions) to Kovalik explains that “before being by Colombian affiliates.
establish the world’s largest union,sent to prison, Mr. Raveloreceived USW Senior Counsel Dan
with 3.4 million workers, known as numerous threats against his life.’'Kovalik has travelled to
Workers Uniting. The planning  Ravelo once publicized avideoBarrancabermeja and met with
agreement for that merger, signedhowing ex-President Alvaro Uribe CREDHOS on several occasions|.
in Ottawa in 2007, outlined five hobnobbing with paramilitaries. He Questioned via email in connectior
overall objectives. One identified, had directed the local branch of thewith this article, he replied:
“Projects [that] mightinclude, but Movement of Victims of State “We are working in close
are not limited to, support of Crimes, helpedbuildthe left-leaningconjunction with Justice for
Columbia’strade unionmovementAlternative Democratic Pole Colombia in Great Britain on the
in the face of continued attacks orelectoral coalition, and once servegolitical prisoners campaign.
labor and human rights.” (Otheras Barrancabermeja city councillor While there may be 7500 political
projects would involve “partner He belonged to the Communistprisoners and prisoners of
unionsin Africa,” ship breakersin Party’'s Central Committee. Theconscience in Colombia, Mr.
India, and outreach in China.)  Catholic Church honoured RaveloRavelo’s case is particularly
British unions created the for35years of dedicationto humarcompelling as he is aleading human
Justice for Colombia group, notablerights. Interviewed in April 2011, rights advocate being held withoult

Dear Comrades,

appreciate.

The Communist Party of Canada recently received thjs
postcard sent on Nov. 5, 2011, from the Buen Pastor
Women'’s prison in Bogota. The delay is no doubt
related to efforts by the Colombian authorities to
obstruct international solidarity work.

Please receive our revolutionary greetings and my wisheg that
your work, in search of greater advances for your people and|for a
better country and world, is successful.

From my prison cell | have been able to read the articles published
in People’s Voice concerning my country, the conditions of|the
political prisoners, of both genders, and the status of my case. | know
your interest is sincere and that your position is one of milifant
solidarity. Inthe name of all the political prisoners, and my own,|our
greatest gratitude. | also have learned of your different expresgions
of solidarity with me and towards my family, which | sincergly

Here, despite the fact that we are constantly assailed by many
harsh turns, which sadden our hearts, we remain constant in our
commitment to our goal - a Colombia with Social Justice and Pgace
- and always maintain our spirits in high morale.

A sisterly hug to all and “hasta siempre” (until always),

Liliany Obando, Political Prisoner

The misquote paving the road to annihilation

Special to PV demolished convincingly by Arash out” ever said. Yet we are led to"wipe out” or even “Israel”.

This dangerous rumour wasNor was the western phrase “wipéhaving uttered the words “map”,said this regime occupying

Jerusalem must vanish from the

The preparations for military Norouzi, in a Global Researchbelieve thathethreatenedto“wipe Translated directly to English, page of time”.
aggression against Iran echo theommentary first published on Janlsrael off the map”, despite neverthe full quote reads: “The Imam Here is a word by word

build-up to the devastating and20, 2007, but it bears repeating
illegal war against Iraq. Thetoday.

parallels include wild accusations  On Oct. 25, 2005 at the Ministry T

of “weapons of mass destruction,’of Interior conference hall in C 0 D I ﬁ‘iﬁ:q}
claims that the target country isTehran, newly elected Iranian BT i e 0 R f,.*-', L'
planning to attack its neighbours President Mahmoud Ahmadinejag o A

and a massive propagandalelivered a speech titled “The
campaign to demonize the leader$Vorld Without Zionism”. Large
and people of each country. posters surrounding him displayeq
The latter tactic proved effectivethis title in English. Below the title
on two occasions in Iraq, beforewas a graphic depicting an hou
the first Gulf War of 1991, and glass containing planet Earth at its
againduring 2002-2003. Whileanti-top. Two small round orbs
war actions were broad andrepresentingthe United States an
powerful in both cases, the pro-Israel are shown falling through
war camp argued that Saddanthe narrow neck of the hour glass
Husseinwas amodern day Adolph As Norouzi points out, the
Hitlerwho “mustbe stopped.” This “quote” in question was itself a
lie distracted many from seeing thequote from the late Ayatollah i
real threat posed by the mosKhomeini, theleaderofthe Islamic|
reactionary sections of the U.SRevolutionof1979. Ahmadinejad’s
ruling class, who were preparingquote is not only unoriginal, but 8
(like Nazi Germany) to committhe represents a viewpoint in place
ultimate war crime of unprovoked before he ever took office.
military aggression. Ahmadinejad’s actual words in {#

1% BENEFITS
FROm WAR;
999 SUFFER
AND PAY FOR
WAR

Canada’s foreign minister Johnsound familiarto English-speakers
Baird compared statements byezhim-eis the word “regime”,
Ayatollah AliKhameinito Hitler's pronounced like the English word
infamous boolMein Kampf. with an extra “eh” sound.

This just the latest in a years-Ahmadinejad did notreferto Israel
long string of unsupported the country, butthe Israeliregime
accusations that the Iranianusing the phrasérezhim-e
leadership says that “Israel mustshghalgar-e qods”(regime Anti-warorganizations across the United States and other countries
be wiped off the map.” Despite occupying Jerusalem). rallied on Saturday, Feb. 4, to protest the rising threats against
ample proofthatthese wordswere Nor was the word “map” used |ran. “No war, no sanctions, no intervention, no assassinations!”
never uttered, they are presentedn this occasion. The Persian wordvas the slogan on the lead banner of the New York demonstration,
daily in the North American massfor map, “nagsheh”, is not whichwas sponsored by anad hoc committee of several groups.
media as “proof” of the need for contained anywhere in his originalRallies were held in several Canadian cities, including Toronto
preventive war against Iran. Farsiquote, orin his entire speechiabove). PV photo by Ed Bil.

translation: Imam (Khomeini) ghoft
(said) een (this) rezhim-e (regime)
ishghalgar-e (occupying) qods
(Jerusalem) bayad (must) az safheh-
ye ruzgar (from page of time) mahv
shavad (vanish from).

In his speech, Ahmadinejad
declaredthat Zionismis the West's
apparatus of political oppression
against Muslims. He said the
“Zionist regime” was imposed on
the Islamic world as a strategic
bridgehead to ensure domination
of the region and its assets.
Palestine, he insisted, is the
frontline of the Islamic world’s
struggle with American hegemony,
and its fate will have repercussions
for the entire Middle East.

As Norouzi elaborates,
Ahmadinejad has often avoided
giving a direct answer when
guestioned about the controversial
statement, preferring to focus on
the Palestinian struggle for self-
determination.

However, this “misquote” has
been deliberately repeateatd
infinitum to justify military
aggression. War by the U.S. and
Israel (and likely Canada) againsta
well-armed Iran would be far more
catastrophic than the attack against
Irag, which left an estimated one
million dead and a country in ruins.

Canadians must tell our own
government - and the opposition
parties, which refuse to take a
consistent anti-war position - that
we are not willing to support yet
another criminal war in the Middle
East, especially one based on
outright lies. ®
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Celebrating the artists (and evading the issues?)

By Wally Brooker

Musical genres such as folk, FACTOR), andtheinevitable bankland of the Mississauga Firstthe finale.
blues, jazz, classical and world(TD in this case). However, theNation of Port Credit.
music, are in part valued becausaitiative and driving force comes

two government-funded artsacknowledgementthatthe awardguitarist Brad Hughes and violinistto know that | had something to
agencies (the Canada Council andrere being held on the traditionalHugh Marsh, was entrusted withoffer.”

Amid allthe hoopla, this observer

The big winners, with two was struck by the absence of a
Awards were presented in 20CFMAs each, were Nova Scotiandefining characteristic of the music.

they offer an alternative to the glutfrom long-established non-profit categories, the spaces betweebave Gunning (Traditional Singer Outspoken concern for social

of musical

distractions folk festivals (Mariposa, Ottawa, filled with a talented lineup of and New/Emerging Artist), whosejustice and opposition to militarism,

disseminated by the mainstreanEdmonton, Calgary), as well as thgperformers. The full-house (aboutsongs frequently evoke working-as folk music historian Gary Cristall

(i.,e. monopoly
entertainment

capitalist) Ontario Council of Folk Festivals, 400 people) was impressive whertlass experience; Quebecoigointed outin his 2008 CBC Radio
industry. severalfolk clubs and music storesgompared to Canada’s Nationaknsemble Genticorum (Ensembleseries “The People’s Music”, was

Professional musicians and thea music magazine, an indy recordlazz Awards, cancelled after 200%f the Year and Traditional Aloum an important feature of the Fifties
enterprises that support thentompanyandasummerfolkmusidargely due to poor attendancefor Nagez Rameurs); and Bruceand Sixties. Groups like The
(recording companies, and dance camp. Musicians gathered around theCockburn (Contemporary SoloistTravellers and The Milestones
performance venues, festivals The CFMA’s seventh annual“folk and roots” banner appear toand Contemporary Album for Smallarose out of left-wing organizations

etc.), aredrivento carve outnicheawards gala, held at Toronto’shave more cohesion, perhap$ource of Comfort).
in the competitive world of the Isabel Bader Theatre on Dec. 4because they reflect stronger
cultural industries. was hosted by CBC radioelementsof Canadian nationalis
Onetacticis the genre-orientedpersonality Shelagh Rogers andwith a multicultural twist) thanin
award show, which providesQuebecois musician Benoitthe jazzcommunity.
recognition to artists and otherBourque. The bilingualformatwas The selection of gala performers
players in a given segment of theaefreshing. Rogers and Bourqueshowed that organizers werg
music business. Whereas thapoke theirlineswithouttranslationattentive to regional and cultural
mainstream Canadian musicand occasionally slipped intodiversity as well as artistic

and unions. Singers like Bonnie
Dobson (“Morning Dew”) and
Buffie Sainte-Marie (“Universal
Soldier”) were passionately anti-
militarist. Does the “people’s music”
still exist in today’s folk and roots
music community?

In an age of economic and
environmental crisis, attacks on

industry has been represented fogood-natured “franglais”. accomplishment. Veteran
decades by the glitzy JUNOs, nich&Velcome too was their Vancouver blues singerJim Byrnes
music awards are a relatively and guitarist-producer Steve
new phenomenon. Dawson led things off with some
Take the Canadian Folk down and dirty blues. Maritimes
Music Awards, forexample. The singer-songwriter Rose Cousins
CFMA acknowledges that folk like Byrnes a previous CFMA
music takes on many forms anc winner, held the audience
that contemporary artists are spellbound with her mix of sad
expanding the genre. It rightly songs nicely offsetby an engagin®ruce Cockburn: no longer an
aspires to recognize comic banter. Toronto’s African anti-war folksinger?
achievement in all the styles gospel acapella group Soul government and jeopardizing the
found within the multicultural Influence impressed with its Indo-Canadian singer Kiran flow of its share of arts funding.
world of Canadian folk and roots sophisticated arrangements andhluwalia (World Solo Artist for ~ One award winner’s album did
music. tight harmonies. Neo-traditional her album Am Zameen: Commoncarry political overtones, but you
A glance at its sponsors Quebecois ensemble De Temps&round), paid tribute to the folk wouldn't have known it, because
provides an outline of the Antan generated strong audiencéestival in her acceptance speechts aggressive political contentwas
“industry.” Prominent among response with agame performanc8 learned to play music in India,” ignored at the ceremony: Bruce
the patrons are the copyrighi thattranscended audio difficulties.she told the crowd, “but | learnedCockburn’s “Small Source of
collective SOCAN (the Society Ever-popular Celtic singer Loreenato collaborate musically at theComfort.” Canadians have been
of Composers, Authors and McKennitt, accompanying herselffestivals in Canada, and to not benspired by Cockburn’s political
Music Publishers of Canada), on piano and harp, and joined byafraid of different styles and genresstands, notably his 1980s work
that exposed the complicity of the
° ? IMF and World Bank in
° erpetuating underdevelopment,
CETA ° Why ShOUId We Worry abOUt ’to gndpthe crir%inal U.S.—spoﬁsored
counter-revolutions in Central
dollars more. $2.8 billion more per150,000 jobs. Those are cautiousffected by a new social programAmerica. It's disappointing that
year, by one study. conclusions; the actual result CETA is a dangerous andthis talented musician openly
5) The proposed agreementvould likely be much worse. potentially destructive new supports Canada’sroleinthe U.S.-
and regional employment. would include the right of 8) The proposed deal wouldinternational agreement, basedNATOimperialwarinAfghanistan.
3) Crown corporations, like individual companiesinthe EUtoinclude a provision that sayssolely on the desires of European CFMA judges honoured an
provincial power companies orchallenge decisions of ouranything notlisted as exemptfromand Canadian companies. But it iglbum with an instrumental piece
liquor boards, would be up fordemocratically elected provincial the free trade agreement would baot a done deal. It can be stopped;alled “Comets of Kandahar” that
grabs. The EU has made it clear ijovernments, city councils, andautomatically covered. Thatmeansand if Provincial governments, andperversely likens a celestial
wants access to crownso on. We've already seen thehat if a city or province makes acity governments, and hospitalphenomenon - historically replete
corporations and for example haeffect of this provision under smallerrorandforgets to listany ofboards, and the citizens for whonwith mythical portent - to the
complained about the wayNAFTA;Canadahas paidmillionsthe thousands of programs thell these agencies exist, figure ouglowing tailpipe cones of NATO
provincial liquor boards display ofdollars to companies for decidingdeliver, that programis covered byjust how bad a deal this is, thdet fighters in the evening sky.
and sell their products; they claimto ban toxic waste, and for banninghe deal, and EU companies will befederal government will never beAnother song, “Each One Lost,”
Canadian producers are favoureda gasoline additive thatwas a knowrable to bid on the delivery of theable to consummate it. displays a compassion for fallen
and they don't like it. But step two carcinogen, and for taking backservice. If a province or citywants ~We can stop this sell-out of ourCanadian soldiers that's sullied by
will be an attack on liquor salesthe water and timber rights of ato develop a new program, likeright to democratically govern a chauvinistic declaration: “some
monopolies, otherwise known ascompany that walked away frompharmacare or home care, it willourselves, we can refuse to bavould have us bow in bondage to
privatization - and serious its obligations in Newfoundland - automatically be covered by thegoverned by corporations thattheir dreams of little gods who lay
commentators don’t even pretendill because those decisionsulesoffreetrade, and thatincludesvantto profit from our every need.down laws to live by.” To this
that’s not on the agenda. supposedly interfered with acompensation for any companyWe need to speak up, and we negésult Cockburn condescendingly
4) Drug costs in Canada, alreadyompany’s right to make a profit. whose right to make a profit isto stand upe adds “all of these inventions arise

one of the biggest factors in risingBecause CETA would apply to the from fear of love and open-hearted
health care costs because of thprovinces and municipalities, all Ve ™\ tolerance.”

Win a Trip For Two
to Cubal

sweetheart deal our brand naméheir decisions would now be Cockburn’s pro-imperialist drift
Annual Norman

companies get on patentsubject to the same kind of isabarometer of our currentmalaise.
Bethune Dinner

protection, would rise even higherchallenges, and they would likely Itreflects the contradictions within
Sat., Feb. 25, 7 pm

if CETA is signed. bear the cost of damages. the contemporary Canadian peace
290 Danforth Ave., Toronto

the working-class and unpopular
imperial wars, but with growing
protest including the “occupy”
movement, howisitthatthe awards
ceremony of the “people’s music”
fails to reflect the temper of our
times? The Canadian folk music
scene appears to be self-involved,
perhaps a little complacent, even
calculating, as if in fear of
provoking a right-wing federal

wfa
Canadian Folk
Music Awards

P f %

continued from p. 6

Pharmacompaniesaretryingto 6) The biggest private water movement as well as the
expand their patent rights undercompanies in the world are in the opportunist drift of the NDP
the cover of CETA. They wanttoEU. CETA would give those towards collusion with an
use the Canada-EU trade deal toompanies a huge club to usg aggressive military bloc. There is
gain rights that they have beeragainst cities to make them ope urgent need for a wider
unable to get from Canada’sup their water systems to conversation about Canada’s
Parliament. These companies arprivatization. The decision would commitment to the NATO war
actively encouraging the EU tobe taken away from city council machine. Otherwise there will be
demand provisionsinthe propose@nd city residents, and would be many more ramp ceremonies for
trade agreement that will expandnade by an obscure and tradg Canadian soldiers, not to mention
their patent rights and ultimatelyoriented disputes panel. countless grieving relatives of the
boost drug prices. If they succeed, 7) Contrary to the completely victims of our firepower. A folk
brand name drugs, at their higheunsubstantiated claims by thg musi_c co.mmunity.that regffirmed
prices, will be protected evenlongeiCanadian government, a CCPA tefls historic roots in Fhe fight for
againstcheaper generic drugs, anstudy by Jim Stanford shows tha ivgeac_e ar]q social justice \_/vould play
that will cost our public health carea free trade deal with the EU woulo significant role in that
system and Canadians billions otost Canada between 28,000 an\_

Tickets just $5, available across Canada from suppo
of media sponsor People’s Voice. Door prize: all-inclug
trip for two to Cuba! Info: 416-469-2446. )

conversation.e
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Communist s demand t akeover of
Caterpillar 's Electro-Motive Plant

TORONTO, Feb. 5, 2012 - The CanadaAct, andrecallthe $5milliondecision to occupy Caterpillar’'s
Communist Party of Canadain corporate tax breaks thisEMC plant in London, in its
(Ontario) is demanding that thecompany received from Harper incontinuing efforts to protect and
provincial government take over2008. The federalgovernmentmustiefend the interests of EMC
the Electro-Motive Diesel plantin act to protect Canadian workersworkers.
London, Ontario, owned by theCanadian jobs and our industrial Furthermore, this voracious
super-profitable transnationaland manufacturing base, andCaterpillar is doing these things, dmonton. Calaarv. Reaina. Eor
Caterpillar Corporation, Canada’s sovereignty andbecauseitcan. What's astonishin etails ca|’|4lg-5r)3/lf>-65?86.
immediately seize control of independence. is that the provincial and federal ' :
machinery and equipment at the With quarterly earnings up 58%governments would stand by an(ETSTINE=Ts
plant, and run the operation as and record breaking profitsletthemdoit. Provincial Economic i .
crown corporation with the existing reaching an astonishing $5 billion,Development Minister Brad HistoryHasNotEnded, forum
workforce. a big chunk of it connected to theDuguid’s statement that while hisand entertainmentwith musical

Further, the provincial acquisition of Electro-Motive thoughts are with the workers, heduo Tapestry, singer Art
government should hit CaterpillarDiesel, there is absolutely nounderstands Caterpillar's oblig-Farquharson, BC Communist
with the full force of the law for justification for Caterpillar to close ation to its stockholders is enougHeader Sam Hammond, Gilberto
bargaining in bad faith and skirtingthis plant, tossing workers andto demand his resignation. If heMayen,andKevinNeish, Friday,
labour laws with its threat at thetheir families overboard. The onlycan't tell the difference betweenFeb. 24, 8 pm, 1923 Fernwood
opening of negotiations to closereason for closing the Londonthe public interest and corporatéRoad. Organized by Central
the London plant if unionized operation is to re-open in Muncie,profits, he should resign now. America Support Ctee., FMLN
workers refused a 55% wage cutindiana where union-bustingright ~ Further, the Premier’s belatedCtee, Scottie Neish Club (CPC).
followed by the Feb. 3 to work legislation has just beencall on the federal government tq .
announcement that the plant wapassed, ensuring that workers atio something is little more than a White Rock, BC
closing. Allowing this company to the Muncie plant will have no sound bite designed to get theSocial Justice Film Festival,
pull up stakes and depart withoutunion and will be compelled to Liberals’ minority government - Feb. 24 (7 pm) and 25 (starting
a strong and immediate reactiorwork for $16.50 anhour, withfewif under pressure from the Mayorl10 am), at First United Church.
fromgovernments makes amockenany benefits or pension. and people of London and theBy donation, details at white-
of free collective bargaining and  Thisis all about union-busting, labour and social justice rocksocialjusticefilmfestival.ca.
Canadian sovereignty andgetting around Canada’s laboumovements - off the hook. They,
independence. and investment laws, closing dowmeed to do much more than thafiiSIu iS4l =1®

The QPC (Ontario) is alsothe c,ompetition and harvestingThe NDP sh_ould use its numbersNATOandthedangerofwar,
demandlngthefedera! governmenEMCs Qe3|gn and_ tech secretsin Fhe I__eg_lslature to call for iih Peace Congress President
use aIIoftheIe_vers at |tscor_’nmandncreasmg Caterpillars _alreadynatlonallzanonto stop the Fat Caipyye McKee, Tue., Feb. 28,
to stop Caterpillar from closmg_theenorm_ous_ super-profits andand_to keep the plant running angs: 30 pm, Strawberry Hill Library,
Londo_n plant and moving extending its monopoly_control the jobs her_e in Ontario. 7399-122 St. For info, email
operations out of Canada, startingver Ipcomotlve prqductlon and The Legislature shou!d al,soshazkhanl@hotmail.com, or
with enforcement of every salesin North America. adoptplantclosure Ieg|slat|onW|thca||Nazir,604_940_0420_
provision in the Investment We fully support the CAW’s teeth to force corporations to

appear before public tribunals and
€

Peace Congress tour

NATO and the danger of war,

speaking tour by Dave McKee,
President of Canadian Peace
Congress, in Victoria (Feb. 27),
Surrey (Feb. 28), North
Vancouver (Feb. 29), and

Vancouver, BC

OPE Annual Meeting,
unday, Feb. 19, 2-4 pm, 154
.10 Ave. (Ukrainian Church).

Afghanistan: the war is not

I

show just cause before any closurg
is permitted. The Tribunals should
have the legal teeth to stop
closure, levy fines, and even jail
terms where warranted.

3 ,“ : - = Workers’ rights to belong to a over, film “Tour of Duty” and
it \M oy, = union (free association) arediscussion, Sun., Feb. 19, 6
vt § | o protected in Canada’s Charter opm, Rhizome Cafe, 317 E.

4 .

"; h Rights, and must be protected bydroadway, organized by
S the province as well as the federaStopWar coalition.

government. COPE Winter Gala, Wed., Feb.

Provincial Tory leader Tim 22, 7 pm, at Performance

The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five Hudak s blaming the Liberals’tax\Works. Tribute to outgoing
policies for the loss, but in fact COPE members of City Council,

Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5t dagntario’s corporate taxes areschool Board and Park Board
of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that hg FreReady well below rates inthe US Tickets at WWW.COpe.bC.Ca.
the Cuban Five: This is not so much about (low) phone 604-255-0400.
corporate taxes, as it is about

@

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

What's Left

Left Film Night, 7 pm, Sun.,
Feb. 26, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive.
Admission by donation, call
604-255-2041 for details.

Winnipeg, MB

Forumon Enbridge Pipeline,

Thurs., Feb. 16,7 pm, Richard-
son College (U of Winnipeg).
Organized by Manitoba Eco-
Network, Green Action Centre,
Climate Change Connection,
CouncilofCanadians,andothers.

Toronto, ON

Annual Norman Bethune
Dinner, Sat., Feb. 25,7 pm, at
290 Danforth Ave. Tickets just
$5, available across Canadafrom
supporters of media sponsor
People’s Voice. Door prize: all-
inclusive trip for two to Cuba!
Info: 416-469-2446.

Dinnerand Eveningin praise
of Dave Rigby , Sat., March 17,
mark your calendar now!
Auspices: Central Committee,
CPC. For tickets and info, call
416-469-2446.

Freedom Waves tour

Report Back on Freedom
Waves to Gaza, forums with
David Heap and Ehab Lotayef,
Canadians onthe Tahrirwhich
was seized by Israeli forces
lastNovember. Eventsin Halifax
(5 pm, Feb. 15, Just Us Cafe
2nd Floor), Sackville University
(Feb.16,1pm, BennettLecture
Hall), Fredericton (Feb. 16, 7:30
pm, UNB Carleton Hall Rm.
139), Moncton University (Feb.
17, 7 pm, Centre Aberdeen),
Saint John (Feb.18, 1 pm, 1
Bayard Dr.), Vancouver (Feb.
18,7pm (VPL,350W. Georgia),
Nanaimo (Feb. 19, 1:30 pm,
Bowen Park Complex), Victoria
(Feb. 19, 7:30 pm, UVic
Hickman Bldg. Rm. 105). Tour
organized by the Canadian Boat
to Gaza, visitwww.tahrir.cafor
full details.

Canadian sovereignty, jobs, anc
workers’rights to a living wage, to
benefits and pensions, to belon]

Onthe web: http://mww.whitehouse.gov/contact
Phone 1-202-456-1111
Fax 1-202-456-2461
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

to a union, and to free collective
bargaining. These have all bee
lostin the US right to work states,
and they’re under sharp attack ir
Ontario and across Canaea.

People'svoice deadlines

March 1-15 issue: Thursday, Feb. 16
March 16-31 issue: Thursday, March 1
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Revolution
from the

South

2012 People’s 52
Voice Calendar ' .

honouring the centennials of the ANC

and the Communist Party of Chile

Now available, $5 plus $2 shipping, from
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive,Vancouver, BC, V5L 3]1
For info on bulk orders, call 604-254-9836 or email pvoice@telus.net

TORONTO
Saturday, March 17

- | | Dinner and Evening
In Praise of Dave
Rigby

Mark your calendar now!

Ausp: Central Committee, CPC
For tickets and info, call 416-469-2446
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Free-Market Medicine: A Personal Account

harm, you could hold the hospitalcoasts. Among other things, theof them suffer through long hoursreplace a knee cap. “The surgeon
legally responsible. Again it's anurses were complaining abouin emergency rooms only to begets a minute fraction of that
When | recently went to Alta matter of liability and lawyers, not “being disrespected by a corporatéurned away with a useless ommount,” my doctor pointed out.
Bates hospital for surgery, lhealth and doctors. hospital culture that demandsharmful prescription. No wonder Tomake mattersworse, thereis
discovered that legal procedures Oneofthetwofriendswho helpedsacrifices from patients and thoséthe United States has the worstalk about cutting Medicare
take precedence over medical onesne up the steps to my house thewho provide their care, but paysrecord among industrialized payments to physicians by 27
I had to sign intimidating went off to Walgreen’s to buy the executives millions of dollars.” nations in treating preventablepercent. If this happens, itis going
statements about financialpowerful antibiotics | had to take (New York Times, 16 Decembedeaths” (Healthcare-NOW! 1 to be increasingly difficult to find
counseling, indemnity, patientevery four hours for two days. 12011) One cold-blooded December 2011). asurgeonwho will take Medicare.
responsibilities, consent todislike how antibiotics destroy themanagement negotiator was Too often the very poor get noStill worse, the private insurance
treatment, use of electronic“good bacteria” that our bodiesquoted as saying, “We have thecare at all. They simply die of companies will join in squeezing
technologies, and the like. produce, and how they help createnoney. We justdon’thave the willwhatever illness assails thenthe physicians for still more profits.
One of these documentsdangerous strains of super-resistariv give it to you”. because they cannot afford |was ableto meet my payment
committed me to the following: bacteria. | kept thinking of arecent As for the doctors, both my treatment. Anacquaintance of ming$644) not only because my
“The hospital pathologistis herebyfinding: excessive relianceonmedicasurgeon and my generaltold me how her mother died ofoperation was heavily subsidized
authorized to use his/her discretiordrugs kills more Americans than allpractitioner (GP) are among theAlDS because she could not afforcby Medicare but because it was a

By Michael Parenti

indisposing of any member, organillegal narcotics combined. victims, not the perpetrators, ofthe medications that might haveone-day “ambulatory surgery.” |
or other tissue removed frommy So why did | have to take today’s corporate medical systemkept her alive. don’t know how | would fare if |
person during the procedure.” Anyantibiotics? Because, as everyondly GP explained that it is an In Houston | once got talking had to undergo prolonged and
member? Any organ? kept telling me, hospitals areendless fight to get insurancewith a limousine driver, a young extremely costly treatment.

The next day | companies to pay for African-American man, who  So much for life in the middle
returned for the actual services they remarked thatboth his parents hadlass. At the very top of the class

operation. While [N IETISE &R FuEL R TN supposedly  cover. died of cancer without everpyramid are the 1%, those who
playing Frank Sinatral ;7 le) e {71 U E L g elel 1 i el 1[P48 Feeling less like a doctor receiving any treatment. “They justdon’t have to worry about any of
recordings,  the Sl T [ A7 e e B e and more like a bill died,” he said with a pain in histhis, the superrich who have
surgeon went to work way of quality care and cure. That’s the collector, my GP found v0|c_e_thaI | can still hear. ~ money enough for all kinds of
cutting open severa it is intended to be. Th I of he could no longer Living just above the poor in state—qf-the—art treatments at the
layers of my abdome LAY LU Gt L (? &z ‘;" .f_'.goa @ '?"y engage in endlesstheclasspyramidarethe embattleglery finest therapeutic centers
TR free-market service - be it utilities, housing, telephone struggles with middle class. They watch medicalaround the world, complete with
intestines with al il deaclilel e [llaclile) o) @ 11 [N 145 insurance companies. coverage disappear while payinduxury suites with gourmet menus.
permanent mesh =S e L) bl i) A performance but to There are 1,500 out costly amounts to the profit- Amongthe medically privileged
implant. Afterward | B0 7 profits medical insurance driveninsurance companies. lwagsre members of Congress and the
spenttwo hoursinthe companiesin America, all able to get surgery at Alta BatedJ.S. president. They pay nothing.
recovery room. “| feel madly dedicated to only because | am old enough torhey are treated at top-grade
like I've beeninaknife fight,”Itold seriously unsafe places overrummaximizing profits by increasing have Medicare and have enouglffiacilities. They enjoy, how shallwe
one nurse. “It's called surgery,”with Staph infections and otherpremiums and withholding disposable income to meetthe coput it, socialized medicine. No
she explained. super bugs. It's a matter of self-payments. The medical industry inpayment. conservative lawmakers have held
Then, while still pumped up with protection. toto is the nation’s largest and For my out-patient operation, fastto their free-market principles
anesthetics and medications, lwas Two days after surgery | noticedmost profitable business, with anthe hospital charged Medicareby refusing to accept this publicly
rolled outinto the street. The street@a dark red discoloration on myannual health bill of about $1 trillion. $19,466. Of this, Medicare paidfunded, medical treatment.
Yes, some few hours after surgeryower abdomenindicatinginternal ~ Along with the giant insurance $2,527. And Iwas billed $644. The John Mackey, CEO of Whole
they send you home. In countriesleeding. | was supposed to getand giant pharmaceuticalhospital then writes off the unpaidFoods, cheerfully announced that
that have socialized medicinefollow-up call from a nurse who companies, the greatest profiteerbalance thus saving considerablenedical care is not a human right;
(there | said it), a van might bewould check on how | was doing.are the Health Maintenancesums in taxes (amounting to arit should be “market determined
waiting with trained personnel toBut the call might never come Organizations (HMOs), notoriousindirect subsidy from the rest of usjust like food and shelter.” Nobody
help you to your abode. because the staff was planning &r charging steep monthly taxpayers). Had | no Medicarehas a higher opinion of John
Not soin free-market America. walkout. “We have no contract,” payments while underpaying theircoverage, | would have had to payMackey than I, and | think he is a
Your presurgery agreementone ofthemhadtold mewhenlwastaffs and requiring their doctorsthe entire $19,466. greed-driven, union-busting
specifies in boldface that you musin the recovery room. So now theto spend lesstime with each patient, | was informed by the hospital bloodsucker. Nevertheless | will
have “a responsible adultnursesareonstrike-andI'mleftorsometimes even withholdingthatthe $19,466 charge coversonlgive him credit for candidly
acquaintance” (as opposed to amy ownto divine what my internal necessary treatment. hospital costs for equipment,admitting his dedication to a
irresponsible teenage strangerpleeding is all about. What fun. | am without private insurance.technicians, supplies, and roomdehumanized profit pathology.
take you homeinaprivate vehicle. Fortunately, it didn’t turn out And my Medicare goes just so far.So besides the $644, | willhaveto The U.S. medical system costs
| kept thinking, what happens tothatway. A nurse did call me despite.ike many other doctors, my GP nopay for any pathologists, surgicalmany times more than whatis spent
those unfortunates who have nahe walkout. Yes, she said, it wadonger accepts Medicare. For aassistants, and anesthesiologisig socialized systems, butitdelivers
one to bundle them away? Do theynternal bleeding, but it was to benumber of years now, Medicarewho performed additional servicesmuch less inthe way of quality care
languish endlessly in the hospitakexpected. My surgeon called latepayments to physicians have am waiting for the other shoe toand cure. That's the way it is

driveway until the nasty weatherin the day to confirm this opinion. remained relatively unchanged whiledrop. intended to be. The goal of any
finishes them off? Death was not yet knocking. costs of running a practice (staff, How much does my surgeonfree-marketservice - beit utilities,
Youarenotallowedtocallataxi. A few days later, there wereoffice space,insurance) have steadilgarn? Not much at all. He getshousing, transportation,

Were ataxidriver to cause you anymassive nurses strikes on botlincreased. So now my GP’s patientabout $400 to $500 for everything,education, or health care - is not to
have to pay in full upon every visitincluding my pre-op and post-opmaximize performance but to

For information on the fight to save - which is not always easy to do. visits and the surgery itself, anmaximize profits often at the
: : : ici Our health system mirrors ourexacting undertaking that requiresexpense of performance.

umveh:stal_ MehdIC:':ItLe n f;:.nada' visit class system. At the base of thekills of the highest sort. He also If profits are high, then the

p://hea coalition.ca pyramid are the very poor. Manyhas to maintain insurance, arsystemisworkingjustfine-forthe

office, an assistant, and anl%. Butfor us 99%, the profit lust
increasing load of paperwork. isitself the heart of the problem.

NE ws F o R P E o PL E My surgeon pointed outto me, Michael Parenti’srecentbooks
5y “If you ask people how much | include:The Face of Imperialism

make on an operation like yours(2011); God and His Demons
N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts., they will say $4000 to $5000, and(2010); Contrary Notions: The
be wrong by a factor of ten.” He Michael Parenti Readef2007);

r—-——————— - — — — — — —| noted that in a recent speeciThe Assassination of Julius
) President Obama criticized aCaesar(2004). For information,
people’s

I surgeon for charging $30,000 tovisit: www.MichaelParenti.org.
I
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Every issue of PeopLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice,

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
every p age—in every issue! L 1203 |
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