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Migrant workers Irne up headlng to dangerous worksites in Qatar, including
construction of facilities for the 2022 World Cup.

"Workers endure 12-hour days in sweltering conditions and living in squalid,

overcrowded accommodation. Up to 4,000 workers may die before a ball is kicked
in 2022 without meaningful reform of the kafala sponsorship system and stringent
control of the myriad construction companies and sub-contractors..."
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5 Winter Olymics

Stop BC Ferry cuts

Communities along the west coast U.S. progressive sports analys

. 1
are speaking out against major cuts Fll'e 0 Leary! Dave Zirin looks at the impact o
to the B.C. Ferry systerithe cuts The gap between the ultra-rich and protests against the Russian
are expected to have a huge the rest of us keeps getting wider government's bigoted anti-LCB
negative economic and social but the CBC's Kevin O'Leary thinks legislation heading into the
impact in British Columbia. poverty is a great thing. Winter Olympic Games in Sochi
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EU postal privatisation: the future for Canada?

The final elements of the old Netherlands, the former nationalin a number of countries. Even sowiped outin the letter market since
national postal delivery companieshave givenuptheirownn spite of automation and drastic1999, while the new market
monopolies are being eliminatedpostal outlets. cutsinlabour costs, several formeentrants have created 16,308 full-

Special to PV, based on a
report by Christoph
Hermann, in
www.globalresearch.ca

towards privatization of formerly dominated by the former nationalinstalled letter boxes. Instea 12,000 jobs were lost at
public assets continues to wipepost companies (some of whichthey pick up mail directly from Swedish Post between 1998
outjobs, services,andgovernmenhave been privatized), newtheir large corporate and 2008. In Spain, 4,000 full-
revenues. The “restructuring” of competitors are gaining ten percustomers, and typically time job losses are “balanced”
Canada Post announced ircent of the market share or moregleliver only two or three days by an equal number of mostly

A look at the European Uniongrocery stores or gas stationshave decreased, since they cato break even, because oDutch Post has shifted to a mail
helps to understand where thioffering a reduced range ofnegotiate individual rebates. Butdecreasing letter volumes andlelivery model based on 85 per
trend is leading. services. In Germany and thestandard mail costs have increaseaharket losses to new competitorscent of the workforce employed
The only delivery businesseson part-time contracts. In Cyprus
doing well have a major stake inand Lithuania, nearly 60 per cent

across the EU, concluding a With few exceptions, the time equivalent jobs. In
December follows a similar with negative results forthe public,a week in highly populatec part-time jobs created by the
pattern, leaving the door wide opersmall business, and postal workersareas. new competitors.
the booming parcel and expres®fworkers employed atthe former
services market, such as Deutscheational post companies work part-

lengthy process of thenew competitors emerging Sweden, 1,740 full-time
Virtually everywhere in the “liberalization” of postal services. from the liberalized market equivalent jobs were created
major capitalist countries, the driveWhile the “letter markets” are still never opened post offices ¢ by the new competitors, but
Pest
for private delivery companiesto The traditional post office  Prices for large customer @’ The former national post
expand even further into this sectonetwork has been largely replacegduch as banks, telephone companies have increased the
of the economy. with private partners such ascompanies and online retailersnational companies are strugglingoroportion of part-time workers.
Post with its subsidiary DHL time, and in Latvia and
Express. Luxembourg about 40 per cent.
Postal liberalization has not Part-time work is even more

Minimum wage campaign

pressures Ontario Liberals

With files from RY Ontario

improved services and reducedvidespread among the new

their current poverty rate of $10.25.  Under the slogan, “Fair Wagesprices. Instead, liberalization hascompetitors. In Germany and

_ On the Jan. 24-25 weekendNow”, and “You deserve araise”, produced a few winners - privateSpain, the new market entrants
In Ontario over the last severalactivists, local campaigns andthe campaign has been successfghareholders of former public mainly operate with staffwho often

months, the “Campaign to Raisesupporting

organizationsin organizing days of actions monopolies, managers and largevork less than half-time jobs. In

the Minimum Wage” has built convened in Toronto to discussaround differentthemes onthe 14tizystomers - and many losersthe Netherlands, the new market
considerable pressure on thehe way forward and hear fromof every month, in dozens ofincluding private householdsentrants hire mainly “self-
Wynne Liberals to raise thesuccessfulcampaignsinthe Unitedommunities, for the past Severatespecia”y in rural areas), andemp|oyed” workers forjustafew

minimum wage to $14/hr from States.

\"'-/‘h/;(i WY NE= .

\When K athleen raises the

FRIFImUm wage JC/D .

& 14 O0per he

months.

postal workers.
Recently the Toronto Star has | jberalization has reduced

hours per week.

In Austria, new market entrants

come out in favour of the raisingemployment dramatically since thealmost exclusively operate with
the minimum wage, and thejate 1990s. In some cases, the jotself-employed” mail deliverers.
“Minimum Wage Advisory Panel” cuts amount to as much as 40-5@0Vorkers in this category account
which was created by the Wynneper cent, and typically for 20 to 30for slightly more than 50 per cent
Liberals almost a year ago, ispercent. Contrary to the Europeamf the new competitors’ workforce
expected to report their findings.Commission’s prediction, thesein Poland. “Self-employed

The campaign has been focusin

b cuts were not offset by jobdeliverers” lack employme

nt

much of its message on the panelrowth among new market protection and social security, and

and it hopes that their recom-gntrants.

mendations will be adopted.

While the public has rallied fy|l-time jobs were lost at Dutch

are also paid extremely low, pie
Inthe Netherlands, 34,000 nearrate-based wages.

ce-

Inthe parcel and express service

around the demands of thepostcomparedto 22,000 part-timéndustry, much of the workforce
campaign, and it has unifiedjobs created by the new

grassroots poverty and laboulcompetitors. In Germany, 38,000
activists across the country with a'nosﬂy full-time jobs have been
success that is rare in Ontario,

there is still a battle to make surd
that Wynne and her governmen
can’t shelve the report and shu
out the campaign with the buzz o

see POSTAL, page 11

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

an election, where it looks like| People’s Voice Niagara Bureau
’ . . none of the major parties arel _ e et - .
ally at Premier Kathleen Wynne's office. oto: [ i :
Rally at P Kathl Wynne's off (Photo: Ed Bil) supporting the demands of the Georgia Pacific is “idling” its paper mill in Thorold, laying off
; 109 workers after a merger last summer with another paper company.
campaign. X Sy S :
—— - ; Georgia-Pacific is owned by the billionaire right-wing Koch brothgrs.
Ve \ How can we take it to the next
; Its takeover of another US paper company was changed to a merger
level and build a very successfu . Y ; ;
I I campaign into a mo)\//ement that afterthe US Justice Department started digging for more information.
I I can’t be ignored by the parties in Thorold used to have one of the highest concentration of papel mills
| | , _ .~d inCanada. Statistics Canada says unemploymentin Niagarais|8.8%,
Queen’s Park - the very partieq . . g
| | h d by | the worst in the country outside the Maritimes.
I | \évmglg;grsswﬁgr:)eenef% f?(;?ne *The YWCA said there has beeth20% increase in homelessnegs
I I poverty wages. It's possible, buf in Nia.gar_a since five years ago, aljd most homeless are “invisit_) e’as
To mark May Day 2014, People's Voice will print requires even greater militancy and they liveincars, abandoned buildings, or move from friend to friend.
I £ d f 1ab d le' I d 9 y * An investigation has started into tieath of a public works
greetings from a wide range of labour and people's unity from the campaign, anti- al : ! .
| organizations in our May 1-15 issue, which will be | d the lab labourer repairing amanhole in December. Meanwhile the memprial
org: L poverty groups and the labou _ . L
| distributed at events across Canada. The deadline for | 4 promised 80 years go to workers killed building the Welland Canal,
: : : : . movement as a whole across e 4 i
camera-ready ads will be April 18; if PV is preparing the S ; | used by Great Lakes shipping to bypass the Niagara Falls, is fjnally
| M . : I Ontario. Itis also important that if ; g ; .
I layout, the deadline is April 16. Please check with us | an election is called, that the under construction. Names of killed workers are still being newly
| about the format if your ad is being sent electronically. i campaign step up its ’work and discovered, including one who survived the slaughter of World \War
. resist the tendency to give up itq | ©Nly to die on the job at home. . . )
| Ad rates (based on 5 column page)- | independent voiceyto a?esser?evi * Parents are suing a private schodbr shutting down its boarding
| [ | political party, that ultimately | Program for special-needs students mid-semester because |it was
I I Onecolumn-inCh..........cccccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies $15 | I won't deliver O’n the demands of| ‘financially unsustainable”. Just 24-hours notice was given to pick
I I One column x 2inches..........ccccccvvieeennnn. $25 I | the campaign up their children, while a Football Academy continues operating in
One column x 3inches.........ccccvvvvvevieeeenn. $35 The guesté from south of thel the same wing of the building. The principal and ateacher continued
| I Two columns x 2 inches.........oooovvvreennn.... $a5 | | border attending the meetings working without pay so students could at least get academic gredit.
I | Twocolumnsx3inches.........cccccoeuenn.... se0 1 1 . - 1 The Education Ministry said it only inspects curriculum and [not
: included representatives fromthg _. - ) ; .
I I Two CO|UmnS X4 InCheS ........................... $75 I I hIStOI‘IC “F'ght f0r 15" fast_food flnanCeS, adV|S|ng parents to "COHSIder the"' 0pt|0ns Carefu”yv hen
I I Two columns X 5inches.........cccccevvvvvenneee $90 I I workerstrikes, and from “Working entering into a contract”. Parents said they were squeezed into the
I I Three columns x 4 inches..................... .. $110 I I Washington” \'/vhich recently won private school because funding for public schools doesn't alloyv for
Two columns X 7 inches........ccccccoeivinine $130 a $15/hr wage at the Seattle enough supervision required by special-needs.
| I Three columns x 7inches.........cccou....... $180 | | Tacoma airport. * Since 2003, Grimshy hastop_p_ed using_ polling stationsi_n
| e o o e | Join the fightfor a $14 minimum favour of mail-in ballots for municipal elections. The town will yse
| Send greetings to People's Voice at: | wage! Get in touch with the electronic voting this year, making elections even less accesgible.
. ++ Mail-in ballots have already caused many re-counts because of
campaign through the website ; ) . ;
: 706 Cl;l":(n?“l'ivpe‘;o\i’caelgtozl\:lesl‘;l:’tsl 3J1 : (wwvl?/ rfgsethemigimumwage ca)| Votes being overlooked. Without polling stations, voters cafinot
: . . o ' register at the pollse
N e e e e e e e e o = = = o Orfind your local chaptem
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BC Communist s slam ferry service cut s

Starting in April, British savings which are the justificationtourism becomes more significantdevastate the tourism sector ommnd working conditions in the next
Columbia residents face yetfor this announcement. Itis particularly unfair and unjust Vancouver Island and other coastalound of collective bargaining. The
another increase in costs to take “We join with groups and to treat coastal residents in thigegions, which already suffer fromLiberal government is gearing up
the ferry system, plusawiderangeéndividuals across British way, by imposing cuts which will reduced numbers of visitors due tdor a push to convince the public
of service cuts on many routesColumbia demanding thehave huge consequences on theskyrocketing ferry rates. And tothat the hard-working, skilled
The announcement has sparkedancellation of these changes. ltommunities, all for the sake ofadd insult to injury, the cuts areworkforce of BC Ferries, those with
wide public opposition, especially our view, the coastal and inlandarbitrary budget decisions. being imposed by a top-heavy BCserious responsibilities to transport
since it comes in the wake of majorferry system of BC mustbe treated “These cutswill severely impact Ferries bureaucracy, loaded wittpassengers, vehicles and goods
fare increases and steep decline ias an extension of the highwaythe ability of residents of many high-paid managers. safely under all types of conditions,
ridership in recent years. Protessystem, i.e. as an essential publicommunities to get to crucial “The latest announcements ar@are somehow the cause of the
rallies have been held in anumbeservice for the people of thismedical appointments within onean ominous signal to the workforcesystem’s financial problems. The
of coastal communities, especiallyprovince, not as a “for sale’day, or to send sports teams oat BC Ferries, who can expectrealtruthisthatthe economiclosses
in areas which rely largely on theoperation geared to squeeze aultural groups to other layoffsandadetermined corporatetf BC Ferries are mainly caused by

ferry system for personal travelprofit out of each route. communities. The cuts will further government attack on their wageshe decline in passenger numbers
and delivery of goods. As with the highway system, following years of sharp rate
The BC Committee of the residents of British Columbia have Powell increases.
Communist Party has released thaistorically made important life * “We demand that all the current
following statement, condemningdecisions about where to seek Blubber Bay ?}{;;,“RI?EI‘ Sﬂltﬂr}'. ferry sailings be protected, thatthe
the attack on the ferry system. employment and to live, based 3‘ b, Bﬂj" plan to impose charges for seniors
“The decision by the British largely onaccesstoregular, reliablg, _;«*‘P ?%-]'“;dé*--:'_;-":t s during Monday to Thursday be
Columbia Liberal government andaffordable transportation routes. Fof * I ]' d W Earls cancelled, and thatthe government
the BC Ferry Corp.to slash serviceslecades, working people in this ,,;""P aan | Cove take urgent steps to increase
on many so-called “minor routes’,province have contributed to thg £ ;_l - ridership, including by a
andto eliminate free sailings duringeconomy through their employment j’ I-'.1ﬂ1.1| moratorium on any rate increases
Monday to Thursday each weekin a wide range of industries alond- - e _ as a first step towards reductions.
for seniors, will cause enormousthe coast, depending on the ferries .Cﬂm"-"- b Lan dale We also extend solidarity to our
hardships to the people of thisto get to work, school, and o 8 e sisters and brothers who work at
province, while bringing paltry community facilities. : e %5"*"'](_ BC Ferries, as they prepare to
benefits to taxpayers. In fact, these “This remains true today, even Vancouver'-| defend their jobs, incomes and
cutbacks will likely create economicwhen some industries have shrunk; working conditions in the next
losses far outweighing the supposedspecially as the importance ofSome of the ferry routes facing service cuts this April. round of collective bargainings#

No charges in Burns Lake explosion

urged significant steps to restorgrevent and investigate injuries, America over the past two crumbleintostumps. Butasexperts
confidence in worker protectionillness and disease at 500,00@enturies. now agree, processing such trees
The decision against layingin British Columbia. workplaces across the province, As revealed in the ground-creates a finer form of sawdust,
chargesinthe Jan. 2012 explosion The investigation report clearly describes itself as an independertireaking “Empire of the Beetle” with far more potential for the
which killed two workers and shows the incident wasbody governed by a boardby environmental journalist 2012 explosions which destroyed
severely injured 20 others atpreventable,thatrisks were knowrappointed by the province. Andrew Nikiforuk, the over- mills in Burns Lake and Prince
Babine Forest Products in Burnsand that necessary measures were As a recent Vancouver Sunharvesting of old growth forestsGeorge.
Lake has sent shockwaves acrossot taken, said Sinclair, yet theeditorial says, “At the Burns Lakealong the west coast brought In other words, the scramble
British Columbia. crown rejected the sawmill, ateam of 30investigatorsunexpected consequencesfor forestry profits which began
A ten-month investigation by recommendation to lay charges. found a horror story of unsafeincluding the unchecked pineover a century ago leads directly
WorkSafe BC ultimately led to a  Sinclair called on Premier conditions.” beetle infestations which haveto the deaths of Robert Luggi and
report to Crown counsel, “for Christy Clarktoensureafullpublic Problems included an killed billions of trees. Carl Charlie. But no corporate
consideration of charges undertheeview of the matter. He alsoineffective dust collection system The B.C. government hasexecutive will face jail time for
Workers’ Compensation Act.” The demanded the imposition ofat the sawmill, inadequateencouraged companies to harveghese crimes against workers and
findings of the investigation mademaximum penalties under theinspection and maintenance, antbeetle-infected trees before theyhe environments
it clear that the explosion wasWorkers’ Compensation Act, andpoorly trained supervisors.
preventable, and that the ownershat the Criminal Justice Branch, Andyetthe Crown counselwas
of the sawmill had failed to takethe WCB and the BC Safetymore concerned aboutwhetherthg " imi
the necessary steps to prevent th&uthority should report within six investigation complied with the Make CO.rporate Cr_lmlnals pay
deaths of Robert Luggi and Carlmonths onanew process to ensur€harter of Rights and Freedoms for Bab|ne Sawm"l deaths"
Charlie. investigations into workplace and other statutory and lega
But B.C.’s Criminal Justice incidents are conducted in arequirements. This despite the fagt . -
Branch declined to charge thethorough, timely and effective that WorkSafe BC staff have useq BC Committee, Communist Party of Canada, Jan. 25, 2034
principal owner, Hampton manner, resultingin charges wher¢he same investigative methodsfof It is shocking and unacceptable that criminal charges will ngt be
Affiliates of Portland, Oregon, warranted. at least the last decade. laid in the 2012 explosion at Babine Forest Products in Burns Ljake.
claiming that the supposed “Unless these steps are taken, The Sun editorial continues,| The BC Committee of the Communist Party of Canada demands
“inadmissibility” of some evidence and effective cooperation betweerfB.C. workers, and families ofthose| immediate action against those who bear responsibility for| the
gathered by investigators made agencies results, worker safety wilwho died or were injured, mustnow| deaths of two workers and the injuries of 20 others.
conviction less than certain. remain compromised in ourwonder why the rules regardingl  The claims by Crown counsel that charges should not be] laid
Inresponse, B.C. Federation ofprovince,” said Sinclair. evidence gathering suddenly because of perceived shortcomings in the investigation certhinly
Labour President Jim Sinclair WorkSafe BC, assigned tochanged in the case of the Burng point to a resistance against holding corporate interests accouftable
Lake accident. And were the| for their actions. This is unfortunately not surprising in Britjsh
— - N\ investigators given notification of | Columbia, where employers rarely face serious consequencegs for
What could British Columbia do such a change beforehand? In oth¢rworkplace deaths, injuries and diseases.

. e words, who is responsible for thg  The thorough investigation into the Burns Lake catastrophg by
with $2-4 billion annual revenue currentsituationinwhichamillwas| WorkSafe BC made it clear that the owners of Babine FP failgd to

by reversing the Liberal tax cuts? foundto be operatinginanunlawful take steps to avoid a preventable explosion. Their failure to irstall
and reckless manner, resulting in and maintain an efficient dust collection system led directly tg the

death and/or injury to 22 B.C.| deaths of Robert Luggi and Carl Charlie. There is no other possible
Gordon Campelb &x cuts for the wealthy and | workers and where no charges caficonclusion - given the strong evidence that the owners are guilty of

By Kimball Cariou

corporations cost the B.C. treasuf§2.4 billion be laid? Are the rules regarding the homicides, they should face appropriate legal charges, anfl the
every year in lost revenug\e invite you tathis gathering of evidence in WorkSafgl maximum penalties available under the Workers’ Compensation
f h ¢ th and put | BCinvestigations cleareventoday? Act.
orum on how to reverse the ceiand put pEoplg  andwhatremedycannowbesought  The BC Committee CPC agrees with the BC Federatiof of
and the environment ahead of private prait against the mill owners who clearly| Labour, which has called for swift action to reassure the public|that
bear responsibility for the January investigations into workplace deaths will be carried out swiftly aind
u 2012 disaster?” i
Thursday, Feb_ 27, 7_30 pm = : Clark okl competently, with charges whenever warranted. The health and
remier ar quickly | safety of the workers of British Columbia must have a higher prigrity
i : appointed her deputy, John Dyble} than protection of corporate profits, not the other way around
Centre for Socialist Education tﬁ'carr'ﬁ out %n. investigation, rt]Ju'E Fearful of the political blowback from this situation, Premjer
706 Clark Drive, Van ver this will not bring justice to the | Clark has appointed her deputy, John Dyble, to conduct anpther
06 Cla ALl e families and co-workers of those] investigation, but this will notlead to criminal charges. This progess
Everyone welcome, efreshments pDVIded. killed and injured in BUI_‘I’]S Lake. | is therefore simply a face-saving exercise for Christy Clark, who is
Sponsoed by theVancouver East Club, In fact, the roots of this tragedy| in truth the “Corporate Premier” of B.C., not the “family premigr”
Communist Party of Canada. go much deeper than the crimes df as she claims. We call upon Clark to use her powers to bring the

reflecting the patterns of capitalist
extraction of resources in North

For info: 604-255-2041 or <pvoice@telus.net> individual sawmill owners, | Babine Forest Products owners to justiee.
; : J
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EDIT ORIALS A CEO WHo MAMES | |.. AND WHO MAKES FOUR

_ 4 9.6 MILLION A YEAR',.. REST ST0PS™ A DAY,
The Canada Post fightback S

In Conservative cowardly fashion, the news of huge service|ct
and layoffs at Canada Post was revealed just before Christmds,
most difficult time of the year to mobilize public anger. Ngw
resistance is building against the federal government's atjas
including rallies, town hall meetings, petition campaigns, lettefs
the editor and to MPs. But much more is needed, because tim
short, and because the stakes are so high. S - 5 .

The Harper government is trying to frame their vicious decigic MEDIAN CEC FRY FOR LARGE €0.5 CF CHE MIRUTE PURATION EACH
as something “forced” by factors beyond anyone’s control. [Tt s, b fhem e B e fFuani fuvmaday

aryore. And sy, Sesiors and pevple it deesinies o | MAKES FOUR TIMES AS MUCH | [ .. AG & MINIMUM WAGE

anymore.” And anyway, seniors and people with disabilities ha

on iy Siaowalks n the mide ofwiner o[ | STANDING AT THE URINALY,. | [WORMER MAKES ALL YEAR.

Thisisjustnoise and lies. The truth is that right-wing governmgr :rli ,:L I,

BLET. BY THIFLRE MIDIA SERVIECS

in most capitalist countries have been deliberately attacking ppk
mail delivery for over a decade, with predictable results: declifir
service, higher costs, massive layoffs, lower living standards..}
higher corporate profits. The real agenda is to eliminate
aspect of public ownership, except of course for the repressivelal
ofthe state (prisons, courts, the armed forces, surveillance agepc
- and even these may end up being sold to private interests.

The assault on the public sector is well underway in Canadd.
have to draw a line in the snow, before we lose universal medice
public pensions, and much, much more. The fight to save Cgne.....
Post should become that line. We call on every People’s Voicg
readerto getunion locals and community groups to pass resolui

WA EE R ARy G 6. 0%
)

AND TUAT DEESHT COUNT HAND-WASHING

least it is enough to raisein Ukraine as being led by far-
suspicions. On the other handright extremists - many protesters
b without firm evidence itis perhapsare taking to the streets through

the demand: Save Canada Post!
: ; This excerpt from a
BC teaCherS win blg commentary by Andy Dilks
on the Global Research we ; ; - :
equally plausible that the supporigenuine and legitimate grievances

British Columbia teachers have won a major court victory, With_
implications across Canada. Ina Jan. 27 ruling, the BC Supreme Cofit %g%%ggg{f: %?]rg:/ggt)sfor the protesters is simply a casevith the current government. The

restored collective agreement provisions stripped in 2002 under|th

- ; PN of making political capital out of danger lies in these moderate
premier Gordon Campbell, whose Education Minister was Chfis Ukraine which is very

ifferent from that found in the situation, stoking the flames ofprotesters allying themselves with

Clark, the current premier. The province was also ordered to pay the e Canadian corporate an already lit fire. those on the far-right - combined
Teachers Federation $2 million in damages plus court costs. edia As the violence on the streets ofwith tacit support from the US for
This has been a marathon battle for the teachers, targetted yme ' Kiev continues, already spreadinghe likes of the Svoboda party, it

Liberals since Campbell was elected in 2001. The 2002 legisl@tion ... The problem with the awayfromthe capital, the Russiarcould be a concoction which would
was already declared unconstitutional in 2011, when a judge fpurfgpopular protests against theState Duma recently passed aet the stage for a dictatorship far
that by removing class-size limits and class-composition guararjteggovernment and for integrationresolution slamming foreign more corrupt and repressive than
the government had damaged learning conditions in schools gcraago the EU” narrative is that it politicians and other players forthose currently clinging onto
British Columbia. The Liberals were given one year to restorg themits crucial information interfering in Ukrainian internal power.
bargaining rights illegally removed nine years previously. Instgadegarding the role of the West isaffairs in an attemptto escalate the With the geopolitical stakes as
they arrogantly reintroduced the same unconstitutional provisjonsomenting and orchestratingconflict. It's a marked contrast to high as they are, not least with the
Asthe BCTF points out, children who were in kindergarten wherdemonstrations such as these; the rhetoric emerging from potential for a broader NATO
the bills were passed are now in Grade 12, having spent their gntitgle which illuminates broader Washington and the EU, both ofinfluence inthe region, it would be
school careersinlarger classes with fewer resources. The legigatigaopolitical objectives in the whom have expressed thewise to view the situation in
removed provisions that guaranteed smaller classes, suppqrt fi@gion and the extent to whichpossibility of intervening, withthe Ukraine through the wider prism
students with special needs, and services from teacher-librafianatelligence agencies and theitUS adopting a stance which hintsf the global balance of power and
counsellors, and other specialists. The contract-stripping allqweodffshoot organizations meddle inat another planned “regimeall that this entails. Equally, we
the government to slash hundreds of millions of dollars flonmthe affairs of sovereign nations... should be wary of simplistic media
education budgets, forcing school boards to cut programs, flose The seemingly spontaneous narratives which seek to paint any
more than 200 schools, and eliminate 3,500 teaching positiops. 2004 Ukrainian “Orange O h conflict in black and white/good
Whenever pro-corporate governments engage in similar illegaevolution”, sparked by alleged t er vs. evil terms, particularly when
union-bashing, this ruling provides a useful weapon to fight bpckelectoral fraud and allegations o . the “good guys” are being backed
and to help build mass resistance. But it also appears likely thabter intimidation, was led largely VOlceS . nn by the US government and her
Premier Christy “Cutback” Clark, still a bitter enemy of pubjic by a number of grassroots allies. All too often this amounts
education, will appeal the ruling. In the meantime, provingialmovements tied to political to little more than propaganda
spending annually per studentin British Columbiaremains a shogkirgrtivists and student groups. Manychange” on Russia’s doorstep. designed to rouse support for
ninth out of ten provinces, and a shameful $1000 below] thef the groups involved, however, Perhaps the most damningopposition movements favourable
Canadian average. This fight is a long way from finished. were funded and trained byindictment of the West's stanceto “regime change”, and by now it
organizations intimately linked to over Ukraine and their support forshould be clear how little this has
the US government. The foreignwhat they refer to as a “pro-todowithvague, idealistic notions

PEOPLE'S VO’CE donors of these groups includedlemocracy protest movement” isof “democracy”, and how much it

the US State Department, USAID the profoundly anti-democratic has to do with regional - and

ISSN number 1198-8657  Published by New Labour Press Ltd. the National Democratic Institute leanings of the violent protestorsultimately global - hegemons.
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 for International Affairs, the Open at the vanguard of the assault on
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People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 Endowment for Democracy. familiar with the crisis in Syria Renew I
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net The candidate who emergedand the attemptsto topple Presider.t I
Volunteers and contributors for this issue ViptOI‘iOUS in the wake of theseAssad will be all too familiar With tOd ay!
Dave Arland, Ed Bilwally Brooker, B. Prasant, widespread orchestrated protestshe US’s willingness to get into I
Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, Gurpreet Singh, Viktor Yushchenko, was not only bed ywth extremists of the qustl Check your label |
Saleh Waziruddin. andur mailers in endorsed by the same institutionpossible nature in order to achievq |
' which wielded their influence over their objectives. I Please check the I
Vancouver & Toronto. the protest movements themselves, In Ukraine today it appears tha address label on the I
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assume that the same process fwesented in our media as “prof "2014/02/01" on their |
LETTERS taking place in Ukraine at thedemocracy” organizations, so to label, for example |
) moment.... The widespreadare many of those protesting i ) S I
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the political support for the protestersUkraine drawn from far-right and will have their
right to eq’ltfor length.ana’ clarity, and to refL;se to print in Ukraine and the lack of fascistic groups such as th subscriptions expire |
letters which may be libellous or which contain peijson'gl condemnation for their use ofopposition Svoboda party, whoml with this issue, |
artacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor violence would certainly add to John McCainwas morethanhappj  February 1-14, 2014 |
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V3L 3J1 or the view that these protests are @b appear on stage with in - I
pvoice@telus.net least tacitly backed by the West, ifDecember 2013 and offer his - an% Don’t miss a I
People’s Voice articles may be reprinted without not outright orchgastrated. While by exte_nsion America’s - support. single copy - I
permission provided the source is credited. none of this constitutes “proof”of ~ Yet it would also be wrong- renew today! y;

outside interference, at the verjheaded to characterize the proteSth mm mm mm mm mm = w——
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British veterans rejected WW!I "celebrations”

Canada is not the only country where a right-
wing government is celebrating the centenary of
the First World War. In this commentary from
the Morning Star in Britain, Solomon Hughes
finds that the last thing the generation who
fought in the “Great War” wanted was to mark
the start of the carnage.

organisations angry at the lack ofeports that “gramophones weré'two minutes silence” - what the
“homes fit for heroes” or decentalso brought out of the shop andlimes called “two short minutes
jobs for ex-servicemen following set playing in the streets. It was do thanksgiving, rejoicing, pity,
their terrible fighting. kind of an orgy for an hour or two. lifelong pride and grief,” a time
Gove wantsto celebrate the starAll this time the town hall was when “many were experiencing
of the war, but many of the war'sblazing.” again the grief of the war.”
veterans wouldn’t even celebrate A platoon of active soldiers It was only this silence that was
its end. finally restored order, althoughacceptable to the people who went
In Luton the Federation of there were more riots the nextdayhrough the war. So any

UK Education Secretary and theMail of August 1919 and
Michael Gove has announced thathere
David Cameron’s Conservative/commemorating the start of war.
Liberal Democrat coalition Anyone who was actually in the

Discharged Sailors and Soldiersas Luton ex-servicemen demandecemembrance of the war beginning
were enraged that they were notheir comrades be released frondisappearedin 1918. Even attempts
; X allowed to have their own the police station. to celebrate peace that looked to
is no suggestion 0fceremonyinthe Town’sWardown The July Peace Day was nevebombastic could provoke protests
park. They felt the official repeated. The only “celebration”and riots by ex-servicemen.
ceremony at the town hall was theof the war that finally stuck with The only way to properly

governmentwants to celebrate thevar only wanted to remember theng of empty “patriotic’ guff the generation who fought it wasreflect the feelings of those who

anniversary of the start of the Firstend, not the beginning.

World War.

Gove attacked “left-wing the war by the generation that
myths” that the war was “a seriesfought it came on “Peace Day” on
mistakesJuly 19, 1919. A government
perpetrated by an out-of-touchcommittee led by foreign secretary, 4 “the fact that no steps had bee

Lord Curzon planned elaborateayen to provide a peace feast and

celebrations. They were a bigentertainments for discharged me
event, with ahuge “victory march” ;4 their families.”

Gove wants to enlist the Greatby troops in central London and  The demobbed soldiers were
War dead in his own desire tobonfires around the country.

of catastrophic

elite.” For Gove itwas a “justwar”

which was “seen by participants
as a noble cause.”

“challenge existing left-wing

versions of the past designed t@ven celebrate peace because th

belittle Britain and its leaders.”

through WWI would dream of -

celebrating the declaration of thehundred ex-servicemen in th

war, notits end.

were so angry about the conditionge 4ing it a burned-out shell. Thell n 3 A 3 )
But Gove is doing what none ofthey faced on returning from th 9 1 =

the people who actually wenttrenches.

Chertsey area have decided againffted shop into the street “and
Who commemorates theparticipating in any peace

outbreak of war instead of thecelebrations as a protest at n
arrival of peace? Who would wanthaving secured all their rights.”

Gove wants to revive now. Armistice Day, quietly lived through the first world war
Discharged soldiers went to theremembering the November 11is to ignore Gove and sign up to
wn hall and made speeched4918 end of the war. the No Glory campaign at
complaining about“theinadequacy This was marked in 1919 bywww.noglory.org.e

of pensions”for former serviceme

The first attempt to remember

; .. S0 angry that their Peace Da
Butmany servicemenwouldn't gtest turned into a riot. The

owd set fire to the town hall,
©Mail reported that “the police [ iig
charged again and again but th n
crowd remained supreme.”

€ Rioters dragged pianos from 3

ever Again War"
g People's Voice 2014 Calendar
layed Keep the Home Fire

urning, afterwards breaking upTo order a copy of the People’s Voice 2014 Anti-First World War
the pianos and using the woodei€alendar, send $15 (includes postage and handling) to People’s

TheTimesecords that “several

to have parades and celebrations Thiswas one ofmany rejections;'iron supports as weapons.” Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. Contact us at

toremember1914instead of19182f Peace Day by soldiers’
Gove does. Cameron does. But

Alongside the violence thidail  604-255-2041 or pvoice@telus.net for bulk order prices.

the people of 1918 did not.

Gove believes he is the man tg
blurt on about the “heroism, and
sacrifice, of our great-
grandparents.” Butwhenitended
those *“great-grandparents”
rejected any idea of celebrating
the start of war.

Britain declared war in August
1914. During WWI there were
annual official celebrations of the
declaration of war in August. So
on August 4, 1917, there was 3
“great patriotic meeting” in the
Queen’s Hall.

The prime minister and the
archbishop of Canterbury
addressed the 2,500-strong
audience, where, according to the
programme, “the singing of Rule
Britannia will conclude the
proceedings.”

But by August 1918 the mood
had darkened.

The official Remembrance Day
marking the anniversary of the
declaration of war was a more
sombre church service for the king
and his ministers, where “any
display of pageantry, any musica
decorativeness was avoided.”

The archbishop of Canterbury
still spoke about “glory” and
“heroic sacrifice” but also said:
“The world has been learning b
fearful experience what war
actually is. The facts have bee
burned into our living souls. To
most of us war used to seem a fa
off thing. There was about it a
romance and glamour which
pushed its horribleness not out o
sight, but out of the foreground.
Four years have taught us muc
These lessons of ‘war's
unspeakable hatefulness’ meal
soldiers are the first to resolvel
that, please God, a repetition of itg
ghastly horrors shall become
impossible among men.”

As soon as the war ended i
1918, all suggestions of having
any ceremony to mark the outbrea
in 1914 disappeared.

I've searched through tiiémes

“Fire Kevin O’Leary” campaign continues

Rebel Youth magazine isconfirmed that almost half of thewhere economic inequality hassuggestion which fits with thg
renewing its call to fire CBC world’s wealth is now owned by increased in the last 30 years, éong-standing analysis of ouf
economic commentator Kevinjustone percentofthe population‘massive concentration of magazine,” says Rebel Youtl.
O’Leary after comments made Ishmael Daro of the news siteeconomic resources in the hands ofThe reality that working peoplg
onJan. 21 about growing globalThe Albatross broke the story andewer people” which means socially produce all the wealtl
social inequality. recorded a Youtube video below in society but do not control th

Responding to co-hostwhich received close to 10,000 results of their labour which is
Amanda Lang’s summary of anviews in less than 24 hours. privately accumulated has begn
new report by Oxfam which  On the clip O’'Leary calls the consistently exposed by
notes that the 85 richest peopleeport “a celebratory stat, I'm Marxists who describe this
on the planet have as muchexcited about it, wonderful to see relationship of ‘we make it, they
wealth as the poorest 3.5 billionit happen” and says “I love take it’ as exploitation and th¢
people, O'Leary said: “It's capitalism!” adding: “Don't tell main contradiction  of
fantastic. And this is a greatme thatyou're going to redistribute capitalism.”
thing because it inspireswealthagain, that's nevergoingtc Perhapsironically the Oxfa
everybody, gets them happen.” report still sets out to defen
motivation to look uptotheone  “Whatvalue [O’Leary] possibly capitalism, quoting Adam Smitli
per cent and say, ‘| want toprovides to the CBC is entirely and claiming that “Some
become one of those people, lnclear. Either nobody watche economic inequality is essentié
want to fight to the get up to thethe Lang & O’Leary Exchange to to drive growth and progress
top.’ This is fantastic news andcatch this routine stupidity or “governments overwhelmingly rewarding those with talent, har,
of course | applaud it. Whatmanagement is purposelyservetheinterestsofeconomicelitesarned skills, and the ambitio
could be wrong with this?” destroying the CBC,” Daro wrote tothe detrimentofordinary people."to  innovate and takg
“That monopoly capitalism entrepreneurial risks.”

Oxfam documents how sevenundermines democracy and social But Oxfam’s picture in its
out of ten people live in countrieswell-being is, of course, anewreportcan’thide therealit
today - an emergency situatioj
with the global capitalist
economic crisis which is very
difficult to hide, despite
continued claims of “economig
recovery” justaround the cornd
- capitalism is crisis.

Rebel Youth says tha
“O’Leary’s role as a
commentator on CBC is tg
peddle cheap lines defendin
the boss class and their capital
system, presented as news frg
a expert TV personality - and
for that reason we urge all oy
readers to sign the petition t
get him off the air.”

Check out the petition a
www.change.org/en-CA
petitions/cbc-fire-kevin-o-leary,

The Rebel Youth website i
www.rebelyouth-
magazine.blogspot.cone.

Y

= = =

Oxfamis aninternational anti- on The Albatross.
poverty NGO.
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Hundreds of migrant workers die in Qatar

From the UK Guardian

The extent of risks faced by
migrant construction workers
building the infrastructure for the
2022 World Cupin Qatar has bee
laid bare by official documents
revealing that 185 Nepalese me
died last year alone.

The 2013 death toll, which is
expected torise as new cases con
to light, is likely to spark fresh
concern over the treatment of
migrant workers in Qatar and
increase the pressure on FIFA t
force meaningful change.
According to the documents the
total number of verified deaths
among workers from Nepal - just
one of several countries that suppl
hundreds of thousands of migran
workers to the gas-rich state - is

now atleast 382 intwo years alone.

workers as property rather than
human beings.”

The full list of deaths recorded
between January and September
2012, also seen by tiizuardian
shows that at least 127 Nepalese
nationals died during that period
andthere are believed to have been
atleastanother 70 fatalities during
the final three months of that year.

Qatar is spending huge sums at
home and abroad in an attempt to
position itself as the diplomatic
and business hub of the Middle
East and secure its position
politically and financially for the
years ahead.

Qatari officials insistmoves are
being made to hold construction
companies, and their myriad sub-
contractors, to existing labour
laws, which they argue are among
the strongest in the region.

Atleast 36 of those deaths wergjoverning body, which awardedfor the relevant health authoritiestheir arrangements with FIFA,”a  Qatar's under-secretary to the
registered in the weeks followingthe World Cup to Qatar in or the government of Nepal.”  spokesperson said. ministry of labour, Hussain al-
the global outcry after the December 2010. Aslongagoas 2011, FIFAsaid Last month the London mayor,Mulla, has said that at least 99% of
Guardiaris original revelationsin ~ “FIFA and the government of it would work with the Boris Johnson, travelled to Dohabusinesses are complying withthe
September. Qatar promised the world thattheyinternational Trade Unionto drum up trade for British law. The ministry of labour says it

The revelations forced FIFA would take action to ensure theConfederation to address laboubusiness. Foreign Office ministeris “committed to ensuring that all
president Sepp Blatter to promisesafety of workers building the issues with the Qatari authoritiesHugh Robertson held talks withworkers are treated in a fair and
that football would notturn a blind stadiums and infrastructure for the'We have a responsibility that goeshe Qataris aimed at boosting tradgist manner”.
eye to the issue following a stormy2022 World Cup. This horrendousbeyond the development ofand said the UK would “offer The Qatar 2022 supreme
executive committee meeting.roll call of the dead gives the lie tofootball and the organisation ofsupport” in delivering the 2022 committee, which is responsible
Qatar’'s ministry of labour hired those reassurances,” said theur competition,” FIFA secretary World Cup. for staging the World Cup and
law firm DLA Piper to conductan PNCC. “These were young orgeneral Jerome Valcke said in A spokesman for the Foreignrecently began work on its first
urgent review and Hassan alotherwise able-bodied men, withNovember 2011. Office insisted the issue of migrantstadium, pointed to its own
Thawadi, chief executive of thetheir futures in front of them, But the ITUC has remained aworkers was also raised. “Mrworkers’ charter and said it was
World Cup organising committee, families at home and everything tostrident critic of the lack of Robertson discussed the issue dtommitted to the wellbeing,
progress made by Qatarimigrant workers with the Qatari health, safety, security and dignity
authorities on the issue, whileauthorities during his recentvisit,” of every worker”.
groups including Human Rightshe said.” “We anticipate 2014 being a
Watch and Amnesty International Butthe PNCC said that the flowbig year for the supreme committee
have continued to highlight theof coffins returning to Kathmandu in terms of delivery, with up to
appalling conditions suffered byairport, which continued five stadiums in various stages of
some of the workersin a 165 billionthroughout December, even orconstruction. With this in mind,
Euro construction boom. Christmas Day, told its own story.and as an evolution of the charter,

In November, Amnesty warned“Thanks to the work of the we have worked hard to develop
in a damning report that workersGuardian and other media, this detailed workers’ standards which
were enduring 12-hour days inabuse is finally being exposed,"will be enforced across all Qatar
sweltering conditions and living said the PNCC spokesman. 2022 projects,” a Qatar 2022
in squalid, overcrowded “We call upon civilised statement said.
accommodation. The ITUC hasgovernments as a matter of the “It has been our commitment
warned that up to 4,000 workersgreatest urgency to demand thaand our belief from the first day of
may die before a ball is kicked inQatar takes meaningful action toour bid to host the FIFA World
2022 without meaningful reform protect foreign workers on its soil Cup that we can utilise the power
of the kafala system and stringent including reform of the kafala of football to accelerate positive
control of the myriad constructionsystem of labour, which social and human development
companies and sub-contractorencourages employerstotreatthemcross our country and regiore”
involved.
said the findings would be treatedive for. Many have been literally ~ After last summer’s report,
with the utmost seriousnessworked to death. Some have meBlatter travelled to meet the Emir
vowing that the tournament wouldwith even more sinister ends. Allof Qatar and declared it was “on
not be built “on the blood of have been betrayed by FIFA.” the right track” in dealing with the
innocents”. The DLA Piperreport  Last year 44 Nepalese workersssue. But following a meeting with
is expected to be published in thelied in Qatar between June 4ththe ITUC in Zurich a month later,
coming weeks. and August 8th, more than half ofFIFA said that “fair working

The Nepalese make up about ghem of heart attacks, heart failureconditions with a lasting effect
sixth of Qatar’s two million-strong or workplace accidents. But themust be introduced quickly”. Francois Crepeau, concluding a visit to Qatar last November
population of migrant workers. fulllist of deaths recorded during  The PNCC, which has  «gome are not p;aid their wages, or are paid less than agreéd " he
Verified figures for the 2013 deaththe year, collated by the Nepalespainstakingly cross-checked death sajq “ am also concerned about the level of accidents in construction
rates among those from IndiaNGO from official sources and certificates ~ and ~ other gjies and hazardous working conditions resulting in injury or death.”
Pakistan, SriLanka and elsewhergocuments in Doha and seen bglocumentation with official Qétar has the highest ratio of migrants to citizens in the world
have yet to emerge. theGuardian shows thatthe actualrecords in Doha, said FIFA and Approximately 88 per cent of the total population are foreign.

The Nepalese organisationfigure is much higher. the Qatari government needed to \yorkers. he noted
working with the families of dead In June, July and August alonemove faster: “FIFA presidentSepp " Crepeau urged the energy-rich state to introduce measures that
workers to repatriate their bodiess5 deaths were recorded by tha@latter said in October there was \yould protect workers, including establishing a minimum wage for
and campaign for adequatePNCC during summer months‘plenty of time’ to address this g employees includiﬁg domestic staff
compensation fromthe companiesvhen temperatures can regularlyssue. Forthe labourersdyingevery — gyf countr’ies do not enforce a m.inimum wage for foreign
that employed them under thetop 40C. The causes includedveek in Qatar to build the workers, leaving it up to employers
kafala sponsorship system said otraffic accidents, bluntinjuries andinfrastructure tohostMr. Blatter's * The UN envoy advised an “effective labour inspection system,”
Jan. 24 that FIFA should do morefractures ascribed to falls andWorld Cup, there is no time left.” yith more inspectors “well trained on human rights standards, and

The Pravasi Nepali Co- suicide. But more than 65 of the Attention is also turning to the interpreters in the most commonly used languages.” [
ordination Committee (PNCC), deaths in 2013 are ascribed taole of FIFA's sponsors, with the e also called for the “right of association and to self-organisation
which has cross-checked thesudden cardiacarrests” and moré®NCC joining calls for them to  for all workers.” in addition to allowing workers to change jobs
figures from official sources in than half to some kind of heartreview their relationship with it. «yithout spons’or/employer consent and (to) abolish the exit fee
Dohaagainst death certificates anailure. Campaigners believe theVisa and Adidas recently signed requirement.”
passports, is still receiving newcause of death is often officiallynew deals until 2022. “Qatar's ~ The sponéorsystem by which an employee must be sponsored by an
cases on a regular basis. There isted as a cardiac arrest becausefailure to disclose or explain these ingividual or a firm. is a[’JpIied in most Gulf countries, leaving expats at
evidence of at least a further eightovers a *multitude of sins”.  deaths, and FIFA's failure 10 - he mercy of sponsors who could refuse to allow them to leave
cases, which would take the 2013 Asked lastyear by tt@uardian monitor them, are alarming in the Crepeau recommended that Qatar ratify a number O'f UN
total to 193. why so many young Nepalese merxtreme. We call upon the World - conyentions on the protection of migrant workers, civil and political

The PNCC called on FIFA’s died of heart attacks, the QatariCup’s corporate sponsors - Coca- rights, and the convention against torture ’
sponsors to reconsider theilabour ministry said: “This Cola, Adidas, Visa, Hyundai and (Fr(')m Agence-France Presse) '
relationship with world football's question would be better suitedBudweiser - urgently to review
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UN envoy slams rights violations

Atop UN official recently urged Qatar to improve conditions for
foreign labourers, as the Gulf emirate builds a massive infrastructure
for the 2022 football World Cup.

“Many migrants face human rights violations in the workplace,”
said the UN special rapporteur on the human rights of migrants,
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The war over poverty, or poverty from war

the war on poverty nolongerlooks Prof. Krugman fails

By James Thompson, from
the ML Today website,
www.MLToday.com

to working people.
like afailure. Itlooks, instead, like recognize that these wars have This enables the wealthy tobasis of charity and maintain it is
atemplate for arising, increasinglybeen conducted for the benefit ocontinue extracting a maximumthe right thing to do. They

confident progressive movement.’the capitalists so that they caramount from the public wealth characterize their detractors as

for reforms that they justify on the

On January 9, the bourgeois Although some of Prof. continue to expand their profits.created by working people. In other‘callous and mean-spirited.”

liberal Princeton faculty economistKrugman’s arguments are notHe also fails to recognize that thewords, if the public wealth was

Paul Krugman, who completed thecompletely without merit, he
best US education money can bugtill remains a well-paid
at MIT and Yale, wrote an op-edcheerleader for bourgeoi
piece for the New York Times liberal “safety net” programs.
entitled “The War over Poverty.” We must concede that suc
<www.nytimes.com/2014/01/10/ programs as Social Security
opinion/krugman-the-war-over- Medicare and Medicaid have
poverty.html> benefited a great number o

In the piece, Prof. Krugman people across all economic

Marxist-Leninists agree that
conceptualized as a pie,reforms that benefit working
“safety net” programs would people and the poor are for the
be a mere sliver. good. However, we recognize that
On the other hand, the suchreformsare not sufficientand
piece of the pie reserved forcan easily be overturned and/or
the wealthy would be gigantic. manipulated by the capitalists
The “safety net” programs alsowhen socioeconomic conditions
serve to reduce the generapermit. Marxist-Leninists maintain
misery of the public just that only by advancing from

discusses the fallacious receivedlasses. taxpayers have spent far more oénough to prevent them fromcapitalism to socialism can
viewinthis country andthroughout Even people among thetheir hard-earned money on theengaging in revolutionary humanity build a system which
the other capitalist controlled wealthiest classes have benefitedars thanthe capitalists have madactivities. The capitalists mustbenefits all working people. In a
countries thatthe plight ofthe poorfrom “safety net” programs in expanded profits. It should bewalk a fine line to provide just socialist system, workers would
is due to some vague fault of thebecause they shamelessly shufflaoted that throughout historyenough misery relief to preventachieve political dominance and
poor. Admirably, Prof. Krugman their poorerloved ones offto thesecapitalist governments haverevolution and at the same timewould form a government that
argues against this insane attemgirograms so they don't have torepeatedly spent taxpayer moneynustlimitthe misery reliefin order would function to protect the
to blame the poor. pay for their subsistence. Thesam&o protect capitalist profits to expand their profits. This servesnterests of workers.

He goes on to argue that lowpeople hypocritically argue thatoverseas andthe money they sperak the basis for the struggle between Perhaps such ideas were not
income peopleinthe US “are much'safety net” programs should beto protect the profits exceeds thdiberals and conservatives. taught to Prof. Krugman and his
healthier and better nourished thaeliminated. Some doctors everprofits themselves. Herein lies the difference classmates at MIT and Yale. Such
they were in the 1960s” and tiesargue that Medicaid and/or In short, the Bush and Obamabetween bourgeois liberals anddeas would probably not be
this to the success of anti-povertyMedicare should be eliminatedadministrations have spent arMarxist-Leninists. Social received very well at Princeton
programs initiated 50 years agowhile they bill their patients’ extraordinary amountof money ondemocratic bourgeois liberals fighteither. ®
He concludes “the problem ofMedicaid and/or Medicare. killing working people in foreign

poverty has become part of the What Prof. Krugman and his countries to protect the profits of
broader problem of rising incomebourgeois liberal readers fail tothe capitalists in those countries.
inequality, ofaneconomyinwhichrecognize is that the USUnfortunately,the working manin
all the fruits of growth seem to gogovernment functions to protectthe US foots the bhill. It should be
to a small elite, leaving everyonethe interests of the capitalists withnoted that the money expended is
else behind.” little or no regard to the interestsnothing compared to the loss of
The article elucidates theof the people of this country. Hehuman life as well as permanent
differences between liberals andnakes a swift tangential referencehysical and mental injuries among

conservatives on the issue oto the “class war” but fails to the combatants and people in the
poverty. He

characterizesrecognize that the class war idoreign countries where the
conservatives as “callous andraging in this country. Even imperialistwars are conducted. Of
mean-spirited.” He sums up theWarren Buffett has warned us thatourse, the surviving, injured
conservative  position asthe capitalists are winning the clasgombatants return to the US and
“government is always the warwithlittle opposition fromthe their working families must care
problem, never the solution; theypeople. for them using the pathetic “safety
treat every beneficiary of a safety He also fails to recognize thatnet” programs available. Prof.
net program as if he or she were ‘dnterest among the people inKrugman fails to note this point as
Cadillac driving welfare queen.’ alternative socioeconomic systemsvell.

Andwhy not? After all, for decadessuch as socialism or communism So, a combination of multiple
their position was a political has grown remarkably recently.imperialist wars being fought for
winner, because middle-classSince he does not recognize thishe benefit of the wealthy at the
Americans saw ‘welfare’ is reality, he cannot make theexpense of the poor working
something that Those People gotonnection thatincome inequalitypeople as well as the wholesale
but they didn’t.” leads to such tendencies. exportation of jobs and industry to

He characterizes the liberals’ Although the struggle betweenforeign countries in pursuit of the
position as “Meanwhile, liberals and conservatives is reallowest wages possible have
progressives are on offense. Theprof. Krugman does not seem taesulted in sustained high
have decided that inequality is arecognize that as long as the USinemployment in the US.
winning political issue. They seegovernment functions to protectMeanwhile, the stock marketrise
war-on-poverty programs like food the interests of the wealthy, reformsand profits continue to expand
stamps, Medicaid, and the earneduch as the “safety net” programsecause capitalists benefit whe
income tax credit as successnentioned above will be underwages fall. However, there is a
stories, initiatives that have helpectonstant attack. And they can beend to this process and it is calle
Americans in need-and should beeliminated by the government ata crisis of overproduction
expanded. And if these programsany time if itis deemed to be inthecommonly referred to as an
enroll a growing number of interest of the capitalists. economic depression.
Americans, rather than being Prof. Krugman also fails to  What Prof. Krugman and other
narrowly targeted on the poor, saecognize and factor in the factbourgeois liberal pundits fail to
what?” that the most important interest ofdiscuss is that the responsibility HIU > WEI -

He draws the conclusion “Sothe capitalists is to constantlyfor the downward spiral of the| Such territories are Sancti Spiritus and Granma, both witl 3.2,
guess what: On its 50th birthday expand profits. Prof. Krugman haseconomy rests with the capitalis§ Holguin (3.3), Havana and Ciego de Avila (3.4), Pinar del Riqand

also failed to recognize that thesystemitself. Aslong asthe systenp Villa Clara (3.9) and Las Tunas (4.0), reported the journal, adding
e necessity for capitalists tofunctionstobenefitthe capitalists| that the municipality of Isla de la Juventud had 2.0.

constantly expand their profits hasworking people will continue to Of the country’s 168 municipalities, 22 had no child dead.
ledto an era of unending imperialissuffer and their suffering will Granmaexplained that the main causes of the death of chijdren
wars of occupation across theexpand proportionally with the | under one year old are mainly perinatal conditions, conggnital
globe. expansion of profits. abno_rmahtles and |_nfect|ons. _ _ _

Another thing that This time 45 children less than in 2012 died from congehital
conservatives and liberals ard Malformations, which keeps Cuba among the countries with the
oblivious to is that “safety net” lowest infa}nt mortality from this cause. According to prelimirfary
programs tend to perpetuate data provided by the National Board of Medical Records|and
inequalities between rich and poor Statistics of the Ministry of Public Health, last year there Were
“Safety net” programs are carefully| 125,830 births, 156 more than in 2012.
designed to provide a subsistench Granmanevyspaper said that Cuba £.i|SO. strengthens the resllts of
level for certain segments of the the program aimed at red_ucmg complications and maternal_ deaths,
population such as elderly,| reporting only 26 deaths directly related to pregnancy, childbirth and
disabled and to a lesser extenf, Postpartum. _ _ _
unemployed pregnant mothers In this regard, C_uba ach|eved a dlrecf[ maternal mortal!ty rdte of
They allow certain impoverished 20.7 per 100,000 live births, the lowest in the country’s histo
individuals to survive and such Tallahassee, Florida Florida’s infant mortality rate is at an gll-
programs are funded by extracting time low. State health officials credit improved_prenatal and ijfant
aminimumamoumofmoneyfrom‘ health care for the good pews.The_mfantmorta!ltyrate dropped from
the public wealth created by 6.4 out of every 1,000 live births in 2011 to 6 in 20d.2.

Infant mortality in Cuba 30%
lower than Florida

Havana, Jan. 2, 2014 (Prensa Latina)

Cubareached a record low in infant and maternal mortalityrates
in 2013, according to official figures released@ganmanewspape
Regarding infant mortality, Cuba recorded a rate of 4.2 per thof§isand
live births, and eight provinces were below the national rate.
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¥ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Garment factories An increase of281,000workersin The confer_ence was addre_ssedga_linst doct_ors or hospitals, anubrd_inary wages were the res_ult
) private-sector unions was offsetoy Communist Party (Marxist) anincrease in the state budget foof its erroneous understanding
Ignore pay law by the decrease of 118,000 publicPolitburo member Sitaram health. of arelated court ruling intended
sector union members, accordingrechury, who urged delegates to During 2013, ECESR reportedto enhance workers’ rights. The

Nearly 40 percent of theto figures released by the U.Stake their agenda to the public. that Egyptian workers held 2,486union points to a Supreme Court
garment factories in Dhaka and it88ureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). One of the major resolutionsprotests, 2,243 of which took placeprecedent that ruled if bonuses
adjacent areas have not There were strong gains inpassed during the conference callduring the reign of ousted formerare paid regularly and in a fixed
implemented a new wage structureonstruction and manufacturing,for mobilizing the working class President Mohamed Morsi. Atotalamount, even workers who leave
which was to begin on Dec. 1. against a background of strikeagainst communalism, especiallyof 243 protests were held undethe company soon before pay
Last September, thousands oéctions by low-wage workers inthe right-wing BJP and its primethe military-installed interim day can claim the money based

demonstrators demanding highethe private sector. But layoffs of ministerial candidate, Narendragovernment. on the number of days they
wages forced the closure of 400 ofontinued to hurt overall public- Modi, which aim to “polarize the worked.

the country’s 5,000 clothing sector union membership, leavingpeople for electoral benefits.” KCTU rejeCtS The government guidelines
factories. The protests reflect thehe total percentage of the Whilethe AlIEAis notdirectly have sparked a fierce backlash

rising labour tensions in workforce that is unionized affiliated to any political party, itqgov't guidelines from unions, because most South
Bangladesh, which has the lowesvirtually unchanged. is based on a left philosophy, sai Korean companies pay bonuses
wages in Asia after Myanmar. In  Said AFL-CIO President Amanullah Khan, unionpresident. Korea’s militant umbrella only to currently working
November, the governmentRichard Trumka: “Wall Street's Onwhetherthe campaign willleadlabour federation has rejected a@mployees, so that many workers
finalised a minimum monthly wage Great Recession cost millions ofto any electoral gains to the leftset of government guidelines orwould not fully benefit from the
of Tk 5,300 ($76 Can.) for garmentAmerica’s workers their jobs andparties, he said it may get somavages, vowing to fight to reverselatest court ruling.
workers, a raise of 77 percent. pushed already depressed wagemsileage in Kerala or Tripura, butthem.
“Itwill take another two to three down even further. But in 2013, itis difficult to predictabout West  In December, the SupremeTOyOto WOI’kGI’S
months for fullimplementation of America’s workers pushed back..Bengal. Courtordered that regular bonuses .
the wage structure as the garmenthese numbers show that Khan said AIIEA will use its paid to workers be classified aspny/ant pay hike
sector is passing through testinginorganized workers have takemetwork of 8,000 branches acrossrdinary wages. The landmark
times,” said Shahidullah Azim, up the fight for their right to a the countryto pressthe three-pointuling affects companies that do Akeylabourunioninthe Toyota
vice-president of Bangladesh agenda of health care, educatiomot count bonuses as regulaMotor Corp. group plans to
Garment Manufacturers and( N\ and water. Committees will bepayment. demand a pay scale hike of some
Exporters Association. formed by uniting unions from  Announcing guidelines for 4,000 yen a month ($43 Can.) in
A BGMEA survey conducted various sectors. For examplejmplementing the court decision,this year’s “shunto” wage
between January 10-22 covere unions of health sector, medicathe Ministry of Employment and negotiations. The Toyota Motor
596 factories in Dhaka and 350 ir} representatives and doctors willLabour said on Jan. 23 that som&Vorkers’ Union is expected to
the port city of Chittagong. Only 5 be associated. regular bonuses should bepresentthe plantoits members on
percent of the factories in “Successive governments haveexcluded if they are paid only toJan. 30 and finalize its demand on
Chittagong have implemented thg failed to provide these basiccurrently working employees, notFeb. 6.
new salary. The reason, Azim services. At the same time, theahose on leave or who recently Wage talks at the leading
claimed, is that most of the stress will also be on propagatingleparted. Ordinary wages refer ta?Japanese automaker are being
factories there are “not as capabl that communalism is weakeninga fixed amount paid to an employeelosely watched as a precursor to
as the ones in Dhaka.” the workers’ movement,” said on a regular basis, and are used a®gotiations at other companies.
Most of the non-implementing B Khan. “Attempts are being madethe basis for calculating certainThe government is calling for pay
factories have assured thei \_ ) to seclude the Muslim populationemployee benefits, such ashikes to keep up with the inflation
workers that the new wage rates from the rest of the country. Thisovertime pay, paid annual leaveijtis stoking by weakening the yen,
would take effect within next few can be disastrous, indeedseverance pay and othelin order to improve corporate
months. There have been nwoice on the job.” destroying the secular fabric ofallowances. earnings.
reports of labour unrest yet over Workers in the public sectorthe country. Muslims form as “We will declare afight forthe  Toyota President Akio Toyoda
the delay, he said. continued to bear the brunt of themuch as 15% of the totalnormalization of ordinary wageshas said that companies with
Amirul Hague Amin, president continuing economic crisis, weakpopulation, equal to that of during arally to be held sometimeimproved earnings should reward
of the National Garment Workerslabour laws and political assaultsindonesia.” after a Feb. 25 general strike,”"employeesinthe form of pay hikes.
Federation, said workers areon their rights on the job. In Shin Seung-cheol, head of theBut he stopped short of endorsing
lodging complaints every day butWisconsin, political attacks on New Iabour pI’O- Korean Confederation of Tradeoverall pay scale hikes, arguing
few can be resolved throughpublic-sector workers’ right to ) Unions (KCTU), told reporters. that the issue should be discussed
discussion with the owners.collectively bargain resulted int@S{s |INn Egypt The KCTU plans to circulate between labour and management
According to the union’s bargaining coverage falling. its own guidelines to unions aroundat each company.
preliminary estimates, about halfBroadly, federal, state and local The Egyptian Centre for the country, he said, warning that The Toyota union last
of the factories have implementedgovernments continued to lay offEconomic and Social Rightsaffiliates will later stage anotherdemanded a pay scale hike in 2009,
the new wage structure, and theneeded public workers, leading toq ECESR) reports that at least 2@eneral strike if the governmentbut the demand was rejected amid
others have failed because ofin overall loss of 118,000 unionlabour protests took placeand management ignore itsthe globalfinancial crisistriggered

“various problems.” members. between January 1 to 13. Thalemands. by the collapse of U.S. investment
The BLS figures show that differenttypes of protests ECESR The KCTU said the new bank Lehman Brothers in
Istanbul sit-in union members continue to haveeported _included eightgovernment guidelines onSeptember 2008.
higher weekly median earningsdemonstrations, nine strikes and
defends KESK than non-union workers - $950 aseven sit-ins. At least eight of the
week compared to $750 a week26 protests were organised inf . . \
Istanbul police used tear gas otJnion members also have greaterelation to a strike by doctors, JOII’] the CommUHISt ‘f)'-"'
Jan. 22 against a group of peopl@ccess to health care, retiremenwhich started on January 1. %
trying to hold a sit-in protest atsavings plans, sick and vacation The Doctors’ Syndicate Party of Canada %
Istanbul’s Calayan Courthouse inleave. (union) has agreed to expand it . . .
support of members of the Keyfindingsinthe BLS survey action to a partial strike twice a Egﬁtﬁgﬁﬂggft;’:&g g:;?gaégorfgbeigﬁ?nﬂgeit’nﬁsnieprgﬁgsh(')itig érc:]f
Confederation of Public Sectorinclude: week starting in February to pusil  the cPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
Trade Unions (KESK) who Were*|ndUStl’ieSWiththe biggeStgl’OW’[hfor reforms within the healthcare f|ght against b|g business and its parties is a year-round job, solour
being tried inside. include construction (Up 95,000),sect0r, and then to strike thred members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp
The group was in front of the hospitals and transportationdays aweekin March. Shouldthgq strengthen people’s movements on awide range of issues. Al ourporll:ies
courthouse building ahead of theequipment manufacturing. partial strike remain fruitless, the] and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rore

trial of 56 KESK members, on * Sectors hithardestinclude socialdoctors intend to prolong their| about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
charges of being members of assistance and administration anetrike to an open-ended one aftef Central Committee CPC

illegal organization. The protesterssupport services. March. The doctors already 290A Danforth Ave. Toronto. ON. M4K 1N6

resisted dispersal despite being By gender, 10.5% of womenandcarried out partial strikes on 416-469-2446  <info@c C-DCC.CA>  WWW.Communist-party.c
affected by the tear gas. After thel1.9% of men were in unions.  January 1 and 8, with a level off pepec. ' party.

intervention, the police allowed participation of at least 75%,| PartiCommuniste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
the group to make a statement. i i according to union figures. Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
Indla union plans 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C Manitoba Committee CPC

KESK head LamiOzgen called Doctors have been pushing fo : e (
e . o Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
for the release of the c_hargecpohﬂca| campaign ratification of the draft Staff Law, | Email: pca@cpc-pec.caél: 438-338-8890  Tey/tay: 204-586-7824
members, who were detained on which would organise financial, | B.c. committee cPC Ontario Ciee. CPC
Feb. 19,2013, and addedthatunion Afour-day national convention technical and administrative Zgﬁ_%i(';gggﬁ\ﬁohggg;;jib\rf'- 331 90A Danforth Ave., Toronto, MA4K 1N6
activities were being cited as illegalof the 200,000-member All India matters such as training, Edmonion PG Tel: 416-469-2446
A o o ] . monton _
activities in the indictment. Insurance Employees A.ssouatlorpromotlons.and Work|ng hours fpr Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
(AllIEA) ended on a political note. all professionals in the public] Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 ag?n’?ftg'r‘]/'mviéﬁrgkgl5
The left-aligned union plans tohealthcare sector. Doctors havg Tel 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ey
More U.S. workers g P Tol. 905.548.-9586

i i i il Cal CPC
launch a campaign, seeking bettealso demanded animprovementif szgla_r)ém C Atlantic Region CPC

Jo|n unions health care, education andsecurity conditions in hospitals, Calgary, AB, T2A4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
removing private control of water by lobbying for alawthatenforcesf . .. = Tel/fax: 902-542-7981
The number of U.S. workers in supplies, reaching out to the publicharsher penalties on anyone whwam<mai|@Commumst_party_sk_ca>
unions rose by 162,000 last yearand unions from other sectors. commits an act of aggression j




9 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e FEBRUARY 1-14, 2014

New report dismantles U.S. accusation against Syria

now I’'m not sure of anything. The

By Kimball Cariou U.S. analysis of Syrian chemical weapons attack is under fire administration narrative was not
The corporate mediain Canade 4 s sy spowats M L5 mislipecs sty of e dgrn? 5011 e msions shsoks bt Darns ; even close to reality. Our
has ignored revelatioNs X OSINE e o e T e e e e« dmsm Ntelligence cannot possibly be
the U.S. claim that the Syrian =~ R R e et o Y i Pt oo ki ; correct.”
military fired rockets carrying Chamics sttachs, Aug. 41, 00 Fagins toatol CInaniion comid -niesind aree The second author, former UN
poison sarin gas into a DaMasCU | gy of wivite House anslysis rolossed Asg. 30, 2613 Mow sealysia quastions rechats” iaege weapons inspector Richard Lloyd,
suburb last August 21. Pocht fragrrerts Shced ot Dwo Siee by LM Al ol il Ol it Tac o i S disputed assumptions that the
From the moment the mapectn suggees figh imjecios smown oo T G2 ) R ahner INAN FANGE BA Dy e Wi Mo rebels are incapable of making
accusations were made, man — rockets. “The Syrian rebels most
observers were extremely dubious Pt J o bk ’ 5 definitely have the ability to make
The gas attack killed hundreds o' .0 h T . i Frgrea these weapons,” he said. “I think
people, at a time when the Syriar | et & ~. Fi—— el they might have more ability than
governmentand armed forces wer = = R Tugtn = : > the Syrian government.”
winning important successes 7 M ) N SR it Both rejected U.S. Secretary of
against mercenaries backed by th ; DAMASEUS DAMASCUS ! State John Kerry's insistence that
NATO alliance and reactionary Fi A T e satellite images had shown the
Gulf Arab regimes. Why would 1] Sim | | MabCaieh ~~ impact points of the chemical
Syria pick such a momentto risk , , . S i — T T =t T - ~ weapons. The charges that
provoking a U.S. attack? 3. At g o ol 00 Virvn, il pivtn gl & Baaviig o/ 200 r Grad deuce ware  Tarala v o e fok detonate chemical weapons are too
The  incident  invited i nocus pam s Messemep mocss basngs of 34°, 3 SPURE A B A S L, wewenimpastipeis small, they said, to be visible in a
comparison with the lies spread by satellite image.
the Bush regime about non-existent “What, exactly, are we spending

“weapons of mass destruction” tocould have come, the authorofscience,technology andnationahnything but the Syrian allthis money onintelligence for?”
justify the 2003 destruction of Irag. conclude that the likely launchingsecurity policy at the Massa-governmentbehindthe attack. BuPostol askede

The extent of foreign involvement points were inside rebel-held orchusetts Institute of Technology,

inthe war againsthyria pointed togisputed areas. explained, “Myviewwhen Istarted  WWW.mcclatchydc.com/2014/01/15/214656/new-

a strong possibility that the gas Theodore Postol, a professothis process was that it couldn’t be analysis-of-rocket-used-in.html#storylink=cpy
attack may have been an attempt

by the “rebels”to lure the U.S. into

launching missiles. That strategy & : 7 141

aiea, mme we o masns - K NAIIST @an Movement” - the British hand

public scepticism in Britain and

the United States. By B. Prasant, PV least one right-wing Congress party84,000 Sikhs were dead. Army veterans we spoke to, the

Now, the McClatchy news orre.sponden',[ in India leader called the truncated and These events came just month§AS in camouflage and visors
service reports that “a team of° moth-eaten remnants of Sikhdomafter the Army, determined to dealcarried dozens of RPGs and gas
security and arms experts, meeting The lanes and by-lanes of theThe Sikhs began by politely afinal blowto the theocratic centreexplosives which they used with
.. in Washington to discuss thePunjab town of Amritsar were notpetitioning the Nehru governmentof the Sikhs, attacked the Golderdeadly effect. Two letters that have
matter, has concluded that thequite deserted that fateful eveningo expand into the Punjab, whereremple of Amritsar and destroyedappeared have put paid to all
range of the rocket that deliveredn 1981. | crept along hugging thethe Punjabis had migrated aftethe Akal Takht, one of the seats othances of the Congress getting
sarininthe largest attack that nightlilapidated brick-made boundarybeing driven out in a bloodbathtemporal-physical authority of the into a denial mode about the role
was too short for the device towall of alarge single-storey housefrom Pakistan. Sikhs. Close to fourthousand Sikh®f the SAS.
have been fired from the Syrianmy trusty Minolta 101 at the end When this was not done, theand a few Armymen died in this  The first letter from Thatcher’s
government positions where theof my upthrust left arm, clicking Sikhs started to agitate under théOperation Blue Star”. P.A. to the Indian PM talks about
Obama administration insists theyaway blindly. Akali Dal, which however had its ~ There was a sharp repercussiosending advisers to aid in
originated.” Iwas shooting atalarge columrallied loyalties to Congress andin the Hindi heartland. Burst afteroccupying the Golden Temple.

Apparently, the rocket in of oddly jungle-camouflaged the centre-right groups in Delhi.burst of killings on all sides took The second letter talks glibly about
question, said to be an improvisedndian army troops who creptalongThe failure of the Akali Dal led place -women and children as softhe possible role of the SAS in the
330mmto 350mm rocketequippedhe far side path of the curvingother frustrated Sikh groups to thaargets suffered most. The riotsop that was to be unleashed
with a large receptacle on its nosetreet, nervous fingers shiveringpoint of demanding semi-auton continued wellinto the 1990s. The'shortly’ on the unsuspecting Sikh
to hold chemicals, did not appeaialong the trigger-guards of theomy for the expanded Punjab.  Sikhs then gradually withdrew religious men and women and on
in the Syrian government;sBritish-made stengunscrookedin This was the start of thefrom all parts of India and others who reside in the Golden
declaration of its arsenal to thetheir arms. There was a suddemovement for a separate, semieonsidered it safe only in theTemple. The officer then requests
Organization for the Prohibition burst of gun fire from some roof independent state called KhalistanPunjab, a sad story. the Indian PM that the role of the
of Chemical Weapons. top. The army column halted andby the Sikhs in particular and Recently, documents have beetSAS, if known to the public, would

Washington continues to claimthe officers went into a huddle. Punjabis in general. Khalistanleaked that Margaret Thatcher'senrage the Indian community in
that Syrian government forces The smell of gunpowder hungmeans “land of the chaste.” In angovernment facilitated and aidedthe UK and elsewhere with
could have used such a rocket. acrid in the summer evening air.unfortunate turn, extremists amonghe Congress government to plaripossible domesticimplications.”

But the authors of a reportThe Khalistan movement wasthe Sikh leadership wantedand execute Blue Star. The Sikh communities in the sub-
released on Jan. 15 said that itaging across north India, withKhalistan to be atheocratic entity,documents show that India soughtontinent and those forming the
would have been impossible forhundreds killed almost every week clashing with the existing religiousthe help of British intelligence, diasporain Great Britain, Canada,
the rocket to have been fired from\What could have enraged the vergroups as well as the state. especially the SAS, to chalk out aAustralia, New Zealand, South
inside areas controlled by thestable and courageous community Terrorist elements soon tookplan to “oust the Sikhs” from the Africa, and the US have registered
government of Syrian Presidentof the Sikhs, dubbed as one of thever. The killings of non-Sikhs Golden Temple. their strong protest over the
Bashar Assad. martial races over the centuries?started, as did those of Sikhs by Accordingly, an SAS operative, dastardly events that have now

Titled “Possible Implications My mind went back to my “low-caste” communities of the maybe a team of officers, visitedcome to light. Prime Minister
of Faulty U.S. Technical childhood days when I lived in amajoritarian groups. There wasindia and drew up a plan that theCameron’s “inquiry” will do little
Intelligence,” the report fingers alarge middle bourgeois householdndescribable violence on everyindian Army subsequently putintoassuage the hurt feelings of the
major weakness in the Obaman north-central Calcutta. Our largeside. The federal government, novoperation. There is a possibilitySikh community, and of all the
administration’s call for military and strapping chauffeur, the younginder Indira Gandhi, deployed thethat a team of SAS officers tookright-thinking people of the sub-
action. Gurudev Singh, was the only manArmy and gave it a free hand. Apart in the op itself. According to continent and beyone.

President Obamallater withdrewother than my father and uncleshellish “Lebanese” situation
his request for congressionalwho was allowed into the andar-developed in the entire sweep of
authorization for a military strike, mahal (inner sanctorum) of thenorth and central India.
after Syria agreed to submit to thénhousehold, talking to the women Then an unfortunate event
Chemical Weapons Convention. and asking for the inevitableoccurred in 1984. Under

The report focuses on one keyshopping lists of daily necessities circumstances yet to unravel fully,
target of the attacks, the suburb of | recalled the brave role of Indira Gandhi was found dead
Zamalka, where the largestquantitkirpan-brandishing groups ofridden with bullets inside her
of sarin was released. Relying orSikhs on powerful motorbikes, residential complex. One of her
mathematical projections about thesaving men and women of both thewo bodyguards killed the other.
likely force of the rocket, and notingmajoritarian communities in The Indo-Tibetan border police
its awkward design, the authorsCalcutta during the successive riotefficer guarding the complexkilled . .
conclude that the rocket likely hadwe had in the 1960s, 70s and 80she firstbodyguard. Allthreewere| T he Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
a maximum range of two What had made the Sikhs gaSikhs with a high sense of loyalty|
kilometers, far short ofthe necessaryiolent? The answer lies with theto the prime minister, to the exten
range of at least six kilometers. negotiated settlement calledthey were distrusted by the

The authors used a mapndependence, which was hande&ikhdom in general. E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
produced by the White House,over to India on a platter of A fourth Sikh Army man was | On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
showing which areas were undeplatitudes by the Sandhurst manfound on the spot, quickly brought| Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461
government and rebel control onLord Mountbatten, to the Oxford- to justice, and later hanged. Wavep Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,

Aug. 21 and where the chemicakducated Nehru. of killers spread out, under the 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA
weapons attack occurred. Drawing Linguistic states were set upovert and covert encouragemenit
circles around Zamalka to showacross India. Only the Sikhs wereofthe then majority political party,
the range from which the rocketasked to be satisfied with what atand in the space of two weeks

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Fijve:

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca
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What will the “Billie Jean
Delegation” mean for LGBT
rights in Sochi?

The Winter Olympic Games decades on a host of issues fro@arlos moment.” This was a
to women’s reference to the great 1968
always, the Olympics is more thanreproductive freedom. On the issuélympian who along with Tommie
a sporting competition, raising a of making sure Sochiis a platformSmith raised his fist for civil rights
wide range of social and of LGBT resistance she is ason the 200 meter medal stand.

economic issues. In the case ofunafraid as one would expect,

opens Feb. 6 in Sochi, Russia. Aslabor rights

Sochi, these include the
staggering expense ($50
billion to host the event in a

sub-tropical region),
allegations of immense '
corruption, displacement of r

much of the local population, -
the potential for terrorist
attacks, and afrightening level
of military security. The Sochi
Olympics also take place in
the context of Russia’s recent
anti-gay laws. This column by
progressive U.S. sports analyst
Dave Zirin examines this topic.
Anyone who opposes the
draconian anti-Gay laws in
Russia, and supports the
emerging movement of LGBT
athletes in the sports world,
should take serious note of the
latest news out of Washington
DC. President Barack Obama’s
White House has chosen thei.
official delegation for the

;l\._\._ __.'IM..)-.O

opening and closing ceremoniesaying that she is notonly “deeplyunder Putin’s human rights
ofthe 2014 Winter Gamesin Sochihonoured” to be part of thecrackdown.”

For the first time since 2000, thisdelegation but is also “equally The appointing of King and
group will notinclude a current or proud to stand with the membergCahow is in so many respects @
former President or Vice Presidentofthe LGBT community in support tribute to the movement over the
Instead, the faces representing obf all athletes who will be past year of LGBT athletes to
the United States will include out-competing in Sochi... | hope thesemake sure the locker room ng
and-proud tennis legend Billie JearOlympic games will indeed be alonger continues to be the las
King and out-and-proud two-time watershed moment for thecloset. It is also, let's be clear, 3
Olympic hockey player Caitlin universal acceptance of alldiplomatic power play by the

Cahow|[NOTE - plus figure skater people.”
Brian Boitano, who came out after
Zirin's column was published.]

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca

www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
http://solidnet.org

SOCHI 2014

King was chosen even thoughHouse just delivered a thumb tg
she made an explicit plea forthe eye of a country that hag

Both King and Cahow are far athletes to defy the Internationalchallenged US hegemony in Syrig
more than just people who happe®lympic Committee’s decree and East Asia, and provided saf¢
to be “part of the LGBT against political statements inhaven to NSA whistleblower
community.” King has been aSochi, saying in September,Edward Snowden. There is g
fearless activist over the course ofSometimes I thinkwe needa Johrstrong element here of the
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Friday, January 31, 8 pm
"La Pennia Nuestra’

e - Centre For Socialist Educatbon, Vancouwes
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Caitlin Cahow’s story is farless
known than “the legend of Billie
Jean” but she is also more thanp
an athlete. Cahow is an activis
who is part of what is known as
the Principle 6 Campaign. This
is a movement that aims to
pressure the craven
International Olympic
Committee to actually enforce
Principle 6 of its own charter
which states, “Sports does no
discriminate on grounds of race
religion, gender, politics or
otherwise.” Their work has
already pushed the IOC to stat¢
that“otherwise” includes sexual
orientation.

As Cahow has said, “The
Olympicsis aglobal celebration
that belongs to all of us.
Principle 6 is away for everyone
everywhere to celebrate the
values thatinspire the Olympic
Games while showing their
support for Russians suffering

Obama administration. The Whitej

administration using LGBT rights
like a pawn on a chesshoard
against a country that is more
adversary than ally. It is hard to
seeitas anything else considering
the lack of commentary from the
Obama administration on ally
India’s recent anti-LGBT

legislation. In addition, this White
House’s own piss-poor record in
pushing The Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (ENDA) and

the attendant fact that it is still
legalin 29 US states to fire peopld
on the basis of their sexuality,
should be mentioned every time
this administration speaks out for
LGBT rights internationally.

The most important question
however is whether this move by
the Obama administration to send
the “Billie Jean Delegation” will
serve to make the situation on the
ground better for LGBT people
in Russia or will it just serve to
open the door for more
repression? Will this provide a
pretext for Putin to maliciously
say that LGBT activists inside
Russia are just tools of the Uniteg
States? Does the interventionin a
grass roots movement by the
world’s number one super powel
create more or less oxygen for th¢
brave people fighting for their
freedom inside Russia? After the
smoke has cleared and all the
delegations have gone home from
Sochi it is the only question that
really matterse

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

v

Saxophonist enters T .O. mayoralty race

Jazz musician Richard Underhill has entered Toronto’s mayoraltyrace,
stepping out with the emphatic issues-oriented slogan “may the best
PLAN win.” He's rightly sidestepped the divisive and misleading
personality politics surrounding controversial neo-con Mayor {(and
candidate) Rob Ford. Underhill is a Juno Award-winning saxophpnist
and co-founder of the Shuffle Demons, a popular jazz combq that
combines funk, rap and avant-garde jazz with extravagant costumes.
His platform contains a host of thoughtful and innovative propgsals
including: “Yes” to the Scarborough LRT; “No” to island airport
expansion; more affordable housing, expanded TTC service, increased
arts funding, more nutritional and recreational programs for kidg and
seniors, solar farms above TTC parking lots, and proportional
representation. While he has little chance of winning, Underfi

candidate.” For more info visit: www.underhillformayor.com.

Where is Pussy Riot going?

In February 2012, five members of feminist punk rock colle
Pussy Riot staged their anti-Putin “Punk Prayer” in Mosc
Cathedral of Christthe Saviour, and became instant global cele
The subsequent “hooliganism” trial of members of the group ex
deep cultural faultlines in Russian society. The defendants att
international support from prominent musicians, politicians,
human rights groups. The Pussy Riot story resumed in Decefnber,
when band members Maria Alyekhina and Nadezhda Tolokonnikova
were released as part of a general amnesty. The two announcgd that
they would abandon performances to concentrate instead on foynding
“Rights Zone,” a human rights organization. It's hard nof to
sympathize with these young women. They've exposed the |cozy
relationship between the governing United Russia Party anf the
Orthodox Church. Their “Punk Prayer”, if nothing else, dramatjzed
the reactionary nature of this alliance. But another statement gives
cause for concern. The two also declared their “close ideolopical
and conceptual cooperation” with the recently-released ol
Mikhail Khodorkovsky. The tycoon (and reputed future presidential
candidate) is the most prominent representative of a generatjon of
corrupt Soviet-era bureaucrats who made vast fortunes, thamks to
the wholesale privatization policies of the Yeltsin era. Are Alyeklina
and Tolokonnikova naive or what?

Inaugural "W oody Guthrie Prize"

Legendary folksinger Woody Guthrie (1912-1967) has proven a
hard act for American elites to co-opt. Despite the mainstijeam
acclaim on the centenary of Guthrie’s birth, his progressive legacy
endures. Pete Seeger, who passed away on Jan. 27, was {o have
received the inaugural Woody Guthrie Prize at a Feb. 22 cerenony
in New York. The annual award will honour an artist who “hest
exemplifies the spirit and life work of Woody Guthrie.” In the
announcement, Woody’s daughter Nora Guthrie said, “We hope
that the Woody Guthrie Prize will shed an inspirational lighf on
those who have decided to use their talents for the common|good
rather than for personal gain,” adding, tongue-in-cheek, that her
father loved to refer to himself and a “common-ist.” That Rete
Seeger should be the first recipient is a no-brainer. Woody’s old
sidekick and friend inspired millions of people around the warld,
both with his music, and with his activism on behalf of world pgace
and countless social and environmental causes. An obituary gf Pete
Seeger will appear in our next issue. For more info vjsit:
www.woodyguthriecenter.org.

Amiri Baraka 1934-2014

Poet, playwright, cultural critic and political activist Amiri Baraka
diedin Newark, NJ on Jan. 8. Typically, tew York Timeseadline
announcing his death referred to him as a “polarizing” figure. Even
before he founded the influential Black Arts Movement in 1965,
Amiri Baraka (then known as LeRoi Jones) exerted a powgrful
influence on American culture. He played a leading role in the|beat
poetry movement in the 1950s. In the 1960s, he received acclajm for
his play The Dutchmanand for his bookBlues Peoplg a
groundbreaking study of African-American music. By the nid-
seventies, influenced by his wife Amina, Baraka moved from culjural
nationalism towards Marxism. He called himself a scientific sociglist
for the rest of his life. His influence on the younger generation can be
heard on “Something of the Way Things Are (In Town)”, his 2002
collaboration with hip-hop band The Roots. The Jan. 10 episode of
Democracy Now (www.democracynow.org) was dedicated to Amiri
Baraka, It features archival film clips (including one of the poet
performing with jazz saxophonist David Murray), and insighfful
interviews with Puerto Rican and African-American activists he'd
mentored, as well as with his Black Arts Movement collaborator, poet
Sonia Sanchez. For more info visit: http://peoplesworld.org.
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Workplace fat alities in lran

Iran, Jan. 19, 2014: “two female In this recent case of the tragichappened in an area close to thg

workers were killed in a fire that death of two textile workers, Presidential Palace. Cross-Canada

broke out in a textile workshop.” firefighters came to the scene The Unionof MetalworkersandOmnibus March Against
The fatality of workers becausewithout air cushions and aerialMechanics of Iran extendsHarper, Saturday, March 1,

of profiteering of employers andladders long enough to reach theondolences to the mourningevents across Canada. For

lack of monitoring by the inspectorshigher floors of the burning families of the killed workers, andlocal details, check on

of the Ministry of Labourand Social building. Realizing that firefighters pledges to submit a report to thé=acebook.

Security has become common [irdid not have proper equipment|LO about the large number of

Iran]. On the day before the fatalthe terrified workers jumped outworkplace accidents in Iram. Victoria, BC

accident, three well-digging ofthe windowto escapetheblazing (Union of Metalworkers and g5ye the Agricultural Land

workers in Argentine Square inflames. This fatal incident Mechanics of Iran, Jan. 20, 2014)gagerye, Family Day rally at

Tehran lost their lives under the the Legislature, 12 noon,

rubble of a collapsed well. L Mond Feb. 10. S
On Jan. 12, a worker died after CCFA-Toronto holds annual Marti dinner o deprotection_caee

falling from a building scaffold in

Mashhad. On Jan. 8, five members The Canadian-Cuban American and Caribbean countrie RV sl 1= gl =1 ®

of the technical crew died in anFriendship Association-Toronto “The summit will look at a very .
explosion during a filming project. held its annual Dinner and Dancemportant resolution declaring-@ ITova Nuestra, evening of
The tragic fatality of workers doeson Jan. 25 to honour the 161statin America and the Caribbear-3tin American music and
not happen only in small shopsbirthday of Cuban poet andas a zone of peace,” he said. socialising, admission $10, 8

On Jan. 6, aworker’s uniform wasrevolutionary hero, Jose Marti. The event welcomed newP™ Friday, Jan. 31 and.ng.
%8, Centre for Socialist

caught on a load-carrying car in Juan Carranza, a TorontoConsuls of Cuba, Teresa Dais : ;
the subway line in Ahwaz, which lawyer who chaired the Tribunal Diaz Albuerne and Francesca-ducation, 706 Clark Drive.
resulted in the tragic death of theon the Cuban Five in Toronto inRivero Rodriguez. Special guest®ay of Dignity, event
worker. On Jan. 4, at the2011, was an eloquent and livelyfor their first CCFA event were honouring 22nd anniversary of
Petrochemical plant in Khorram-master of ceremonies for theDamarys Maldonado, Vice-military uprising led by Hugo
Abad (Lorestan province), two evening. President of Havana House an€havez in Venezuela, 7 pm,
welderswerekilledin an explosion  Javier Domokos Ruiz, Consulher family. Also, John Cartwright, Tues., Feb. 4, Chilean Co-op,
of a gasoline tank. These are just &eneral of Cuba, broughtamessageresident of the Toronto and York3390 School Ave. Organized
few examples of workplace of greetings. He spoke of theRegion Labour Council attendeddy Hugo Chavez People’s
accidents that are reported andipcoming summit in Havana ofwith a number of members fromDefense Front.
reflected in the media. CELAC, made up of all Latin the Ontario Public ServiceCentral American cele-
Employees Union. bration, honouring 32nd
Elizabeth Hill, President of the anniversary of the URNG
CCFAToronto, thanked the many(Guatemala), Saturday, Feb. 8,

volunteers for their support that7 pm, free admission, at the
made possible the Jose MartCSE, 706 Clark Drive.

evening. She talked of a new boo'éave Canada Post, solidarity
of Marti's poetry in Spanish andleaflet & bannér action

English,edited byProfessorKeithorganized by BC Committee
Ellis, and announced

inf : . h C";‘]nCPC, Sat., Feb. 8, 12 noon,
information meeting on the €across from Canada Post main

Celebrate the father of socialized medicine in Canada!

NORMAN BETHUNE DAY

Saturday, Feb. 22, 7:30 pm
GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto

Guevara Brigade, taking place Ohutlet, 300 block W. Georgia.
Ph. 604-254-9836 for details.

Tickets just $5... Door Prize: ../
One week all-inclusive tri : =
ra

for Two to Cuba! %
NN Pete Seeger, 1919-2014

Organized by Bethune Day Committee.
Media Sponsor: People's Voice
Info: 416-469-2446

Feb. 9e

What's Left

Left Film Night, Sunday, Feb.
23,7pm, atthe CSE, 706 Clark
Drive. For film information, call
604-255-2041.

Reverse the Liberal tax cuts,
public forum, Thursday, Feb.
27, 7:30 pm, at the CSE, 706
Clark Drive. For info, ph.
Vancouver East Club CPC,
604-255-2041.

Edmonton, AB

“The socialist press in the

age of the internet”, forum
with PV Editor Kimball Cariou,
2 pm, Sat., Feb. 15, at Hostel
International downstairs
meeting room, 10647-81 Ave.
For info, call 780-435-6795.

Toronto, ON

Cafe Cuba, Sunday, February
9, 2 pm, Greek Hall, 290
Danforth Ave. Learn about the
2014 Che Guevara Volunteer
Work Brigade to Cuba, April
28-May 17, from National
Coordinator, Alvand Mohta-
shami. Sponsored by
Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto (CCFA),
ph. Mara at 416-253-1393.

Norman Bethune Day Dinner,
Sat., Feb. 22, 7 pm, 290
Danforth Ave. Tickets $5, door
prize all-inclusive trip for two to
Cuba. Media sponsor: People’s
Voice. For tickets & info, call
416-469-2446.

Guelph, ON

Public AutoInsurance, Tues.,
Feb. 11, 5:30 pm, forum at
Room 441, University Centre,
University. of Guelph. CallCPC
(Ontario) at 416-469-2446 for
information.

Pete Seeger, the iconic singerSeeger will always be remembere (ASAUCEILL®

songwriter who personified folk as a musician who devoted hispalestinians And Jews

music in North America for most enormous talents to the strugglegnited, boycott/disinvestment/
of his life, died on January 27 in afor working class rights, peace,sanctions
Manhattan hospital, at the age okocial justice, democracy, equality,Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
94. His death came just a fewand environmental protection. A|sraelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941

picket, every

weeks before he was to receive th@ull obituary will appear in our St-Denis Street.

inaugural Woody Guthrie Prize, next issuee

{omagat a Maru
calendar released = mesec i

A calendar dedicated to the centenary of Kmnagata Maru Timesobituary wrote, “Seeger’stl
episode has been released. Issued by the Indo Canadian Workarser carried him from singing a
Association (ICWA) the calendar bears the picture of the passendmssur rallies to the Top 10 to
aboardKomagata Mary which was forced to return under theollege auditoriums to folk
discriminatory immigration law by the Canadian government 100 ye@gstivals, and from a conviction
ago. for contempt of Congress (aftern

Chartered by Gurdit Singh, the ship took over 300 South Asiggfying the House Un-American
passengers aboard, travelling to Canada for a better livelihood. Abgvities Committee in the 1950s)
passengers were not allowed to disembark and were forced to retutto erforming on the steps of thd
July 23, 1914, under the shadow of guns. Canadian authorities haveoln Memorial at an inaugural
acknowledge that it was a discriminatory act. Prime Minister Steplwmcert for Barack Obama.” For

People'sVoice deadline$

February 15-28 issue: Thursday, Feb. 6
March 1-15 issue: Thursday, Feb. 20

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

Harper has apologized for the episode in 2008, and the British Colunmbéaers of People’s Voice, Pet
legislature has passed a motion of apology.
The calendar carries other important dates related to the histor

South Asian political activists in Canada. It was issued by Raj Tooﬁfostal pl’lvatlzatlon hurtS EU WOI‘ke rS -

member of a group representing the descendantskdthagata Maru

passengers, and local elected officials, MP Jinny Sims and MLA Harry temporary basis), Estonia (21 pethan the reduced wages of the
Bains. The ICWA has been issuing annual calendars dedicated to cent), Greece (18 per cent), Polantbrmer national companies. In
political activism since 2007, when the birth centenary of India’s and Ireland (14 per cent), the Czeclsermany and Austria, the
towering revolutionary Bhagat Singh was celebrated. The 2014 calerdarself-employed drivers paid afRepublic (13 per cent), Finlanddifference is about 30 per cent,
is also dedicated to Bhaag Singh’s death centenary. Bhaag Singlieae rates. Both the new(12 per cent), and Portugal (9 pewhile in Spain it may have risen to
prominent community leader, died in a temple shooting in Septemb&mnpanies and the former nationatent). 50 per cent since the economic
1914, in the aftermath of thomagata Maruncident. He was shot by post companies contract “service  Some  former  national crisis.

an agent of the controversial Immigration Inspector William Hopkinsquartners” who, in turn, hire self- companies cut wages for workers Liberalization and new
who was later assassinated by another political activist, Mewa Singimployed drivers to carry out thehired after a certain date in thesurveillance technology have led

Bhaag Singh had played a significant role in various social justdmlivery tasks. In 2010, 85 perliberalization process (in Germanyto a far-reaching deterioration of
struggles for equal rights to the immigrants. ICWA President Surindent of the parcels sent throughminus 30 per cent after 2001, inworking conditions. Thisincludes
Sangha warned that the challenges such as racism continue to prevadh Post were delivered byAustria minus 25 per cent afterthe extension of delivery routes,
even today, and called upon the community to get organized and rasilstontractors. 2008). In others, wage cuts wereand under-staffing in post offices
rather than remaining confined to symbolic celebrations. Some former national decreed for new job categoriesand sorting centres.

In the meantime, Punjabi Sahit Sabha Mudhli will hold an eventdampanies also use temporarguch as assistant or auxiliary mail Inthe parcel and express service
Abbotsford to mark the 100th death anniversary of Harnam Kaur, #émeployment, including Malta deliverers, who earn 40 percentndustry, self-employed deliverers
wife of Bhaag Singh. Harnam Kaur had participated in the struggle fwhere 32 per cent of the workforcdess in the Netherlands. need to cope with unforeseen
right to bring families from India. The event will be held at the Heritagé the former public postal The wages paid by the newdifficulties, and also fromworking
Sikh temple, 2 pm, Sunday, Februare?2. company are employed on acompetitors are usually still lower hours of up to 15 hours per day.

continued from page 2
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Carry on spying...

By Rob Gowland, from The
Guardian, weekly of the
Communist Party of
Australia

friends, only interests”. Today, all a ghost town.

memorably said “America has noascendant capitalism, now almosto call for the “de-Americanisation to replace the USA as the dominant

of the world”. | imagine that did economic force in the world, the

around the world, governments US imperialism is in deep not go down well in Washington! world would still be predominantly
that used to be proud to betrouble. More and more countries

In all this economic turmoil, capitalist. But there would be a

numbered among those “interestsare writing their international there is a growing possibility of mix of economies, and it would be

Have you noticed how theare now

reassessing theircontracts in currencies other tharan alliance of sorts between thea multi-polar world. And that

brouhaha over the revelations thatelationship with the American US dollars, once the universalincreasingly significant BRICS would be a big step forward from

America’s  spy

agencies superpower. Just what benefits dehoice for such transactions. Nowgcountries (Brazil, Russia, India,where we are now.
eavesdropped on everybody’shey getfor allowing their rightsto with the US owing trillions of China and South Africa) and the

Inthe meantime, imperialismis

phone calls, correspondencebe walked on quite so blatantly? dollars, making it the world’s EU countries. The latter of coursefighting to protect its foothold on

conversations and so on, withthe The present US assault on
willing co-operation of so-called democratic rights and national
“social media” companies, hassovereignty is meant to be the
quietly been allowed to fade awayspearhead of a general capitalist

True, in the USA, Presidentassault on working people, on
Obama has enacted some milkthe poor and have-nots, by a
sop legislation that is supposed to

I

are having all sorts of problemspower, and that means continued
of their own, with austerity surveillance, continued spying on
measures, raging unemploymentinions, revolutionaries, even
and no sign of improvement invaguely progressive politicians,
the future. governments and movements

Meanwhile, in Ukraine, the everywhere around the world, in
right-wing have been staging masgact any one any where who might

curb the “excesses” of the
intelligence agencies, but which
in reality merely adds an annoying_—
level of extra bureaucracy to be

rallies demanding the governmenhelp or hinder US interests. But
jointhe EU as away of overcomingpeople, all over the world, have
their economic difficulties. The come outin a remarkable show of
people of Spain, Portugal, Francesupport for Edward Snowden and
negotiated before it's “business as and Greece would probablyagainst US spying.
usual”. wonder at the wisdom of that In Australia, we have our own
In Britain, the country thatleads system that is staring catastrophbiggest debtor nation by far, particular approach! (The Rightinspy scandal as we learn of the role
the world in domestic surveillance,in the face. The richest, mostforeign governments have becoméJkraine is, of course, moreof this country’s Signals
David Cameron’s  Tory powerful capitalist country, the fearful that a crash could wipe outinterested in avoiding closer tiesDirectorate in spying on impov-
governmenthas notonly refrainedJSA, is watching its economic their foreign reserves as well ago Russiathaninwhetherthe EU i®rished East Timor in order to
from joining the global criticism empire crumble. By reducing thethe US government’s. really the economic nirvana thatmore easily steal that country’s
of US “extraterritorial” bulk ofthe people to the status of Itwasthis potential global threatthey claim it is.) natural gas reserves. How
surveillance, but has continued tgpeons, the chiefs of the bigthat prompted Chinese economist If an alliance between the morally bankrupt can Australian
make its GCHQ electronic spyingcorporations hope to ride out theLiu Chang in October of last yearBRICS countries and the EU werecapitalism get®
gobsmacking breadth by formerfinancial assets. Pointing to a clutch

centre in Cheltenham available tacoming crisis with minimum
Harper 's Planeload
NSA employee Edward Snowden of high-rise office buildingsin one

support the USA’s NSA bugging discomfort. But the writing is
was fended off by US authoritiesof China’s east-coast cities, theBy Judy Haiven and Sid ‘I\I
%GMING SOON |

spying spree, disclosed in all itsshort news story about China’s

program. already on the wall.

The global outcry over thisUS  Just last week, the ABC ran 4
as necessary to fight terrorismcommentator observed that theShniad
That argument looked a bitheadquarters of many of the

|

dli in th I
threadbare when the victims ofworld’s most important and heHl?ae::t Itr;]zst It?uta (;rrilr?]v(\a/s'\t/lrilﬁ]rigi):rl | N THIS SITE ‘
this US bugging were revealed tqrofitable companies were located, < taken a group of 208 (1) t MORE
include German Chancellorin China. “And what is more supporters to Israel, many al | 1
Angela Merkel. Bugging her important”, he said, “they are canadian taxpayers’ éxpense. ISRAELI
phone would surely reveal nothingowned by the State.” Reading through the list is an SETTLEMENTS
about terrorist groups, butitcould And it is an important point: eye-opener. It includes 21 Jewist
reveal much about Germanwhereas in other countries, big ppis and more than 56
capitalism’s approach to US planscorporations tell the government it

; ; representatives from various
to dominate the world’s energywhat to do (‘to make business, P

resources, about German capital’sonditions better”), in China the 5
response to the US push for freggovernment tells the big
trade agreements (giving the USorporations where it wants capital
much-needed market access), andvested and in what manner.
about German imperialism’'sown The Bank of China has more
plans for German domination offinancial assets than the World
south-eastern Europe. Bank and the Bank of Asian
Knowing justexactly whatyour Development combined. Every

“friends” are doing in the area offourth thing manufactured in the g,,anqelical Fellowshio of Canada . . . . -
international trade can give aworldis madein China. Inthe US g b executives  of Canadian  Whyis Harper doing this? The

- , ~ ~>Trinity Bible Church, Crossroads corporations, lawyers and twoPM is doubling down on his
government a trillion dollar manufacturing -once the Mainstayoistian Communications, andthe(:ar?adian universi'g/ presidents. already unprecgedented alliance
advantage, something not to bef the country’'s economy - is pgntecostal Assemblies of Canada. From his own government, thewith Benjamin Netanyahu in order
sneezed at. . disappearing down the drain. Look The prime Minister is also prime Minister brings six cabinetto woo Jewish and Christian
It was Henry Kissinger who at Detroit: once the epitome Oftaking more than 27 chief ministers and eight Tory MPs. Inevangelist voters’ support in

addition, he gave free seats tdCanada’s 20h15 fﬁderal electionl.I
former Tory cabinet minister It'sapity that, having spenta
NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!
r

| m——
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ionistlobbying groups and private
ewish schools. In addition, there
@re 10 representatives from

vangelical Christian groups which
unconditionally support the most
extreme Israeli positions. The
delegation includes members of
these groups: the Christian
Missionary Alliance of Canada, the

Valorie. Stockwell Day sits onthe so many of his supporters on this
board of the Centre for Israel andunket, the PM doesn’t do
Jewish Affairs (CIJA), the most something really useful. Whatthe
prominent pro-Israel lobbying PM should dois getthe Israelis to
group in Canada. stop expanding their settlements
The rear of the plane wason the West Bank and remove
reserved formembers of the mediathem altogether because they are
The cost - $8,000 for the flight, illegal under international law.
hotel and ground transportationThe Jewish settlements are a
for each reporter or photographemajor obstacle to a just and lasting
covering Harper’strip - gives somepeace. They are whatis generating
indication justhow much Canadiana rising tide of international
taxpayers will be on the hook foropposition to Israel.
this political undertaking. By ighoring Israel’s
What will the Prime Minister's transgressions and giving
huge delegation do? There will beunconditional support to the

Stockwell Day and his wife ofthis taxpayer money on getting
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And we do more than that-we little of substance. But clearly government of Israel, the PM
report and analyze event s from a that's not the real purpose of theshames us all. _
revolutionary perspective, helping Address trip, in any event. Harper's junket  (Judy Haiven teaches at Saint

is designed to mark the beginningMary’s University. Sid Shniad is
of an unsurpassed effort to aligrretired research director of the
the Canadian governmentwith onél elecommunications Workers
of the most aggressive,Union. This commentary is from
intransigent, hardline, expansionisthe website of Independent Jewish
governments in the history ofVoices-Canada, ijvcanada.org/
Israel. 2014/harpers-planeload.p

to build the movement s for justice

and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper

that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue! L
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