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agrees that Métis and non-status
aboriginals are Indians under the The Communist Party of Canada economic links with Colombia.
Canadian constitutioWhat does will hold its 37th Convention in But does this SoutAmerican
this decision mean for the future of earlyApril. What does the party country really ofer democracy
600,000 people across the country? have to say these days? and human rights for its citizens
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Bill 115 isn’t gone - but Ont ario government might be

if they think the repeal of Bill 115 collective agreements, to pay dowrtook the unions to court, claimingcampaign, Bill 115, and successor
will promote goodwilland stability the $14 billion provincial deficit, the protests were an illegal strikdegislation affecting the broader
in the education sector and restorevhile also off-setting the costs tounder Bill 115, since contracts hadoublic sector. This is “right to
Ontario Education Minister their popularity,” said ETFO implement provincially mandated beenimposed andthe rightto strikevork” legislation, which the
Laurel Broten says that thePresident Sam Hammond. “Theyfull day kindergarten. eliminated. The courtruled for theCanadian working class defeated
government will repeal its vicious used the billand are now tryingto  The unions have launched agovernment and the work-dayin 1945-46.
anti-labour Bill 115 on January 23make it disappear in the most cras€harter challenge, arguing that Billprotests were cancelled. But If the Liberals and Tories -
- just 2 days before the Liberalof political acts. It's a sleight of 115infringes onworkers’ rights to demonstrations continued, alongvorking alone, or together as
leadership convention and ahandthat ETFO membersand modteedom of association. Thewith the decision not to carry outproposed by outgoing Premier

By Liz Rowley, leader of the
Communist Party (Ontario)

massive OFL-Common FrontOntarians will see through.”
demonstration. But this “is a

challenge continues, despite theinpaid, voluntary extra-curricular Dalton McGuinty - are able to

Passed in early September witlyovernment’s efforts to make theactivities.
meaningless gesture and shallowhe support of the Tories, Bill 115Bill “disappear”.
response to the chaos it has createstrips elected School Boards and The

government

make the attack on labour and

Bill 115 is strongly opposed by democratic rights stick, Ontario
also the general public, which sees thevill be on its way to the right-to-

in schools”, says the Elementaryunions in the education sector ointroduced a second Bill to extendLiberal actions as unnecessary andiork jurisdictions in Michigan,

Teachers’ Federation of Ontariotheir rights to free collective the suspension of free collectiveundemocratic

(ETFO).

threats

toIndiana, and 22 other U.S. states.
bargaining and the right to strike.bargaining and the right to strikefundamental labour rights which Teachers, educational workers,

“The premier and educationThe intent was to take $1.6 billionright across the public sector. Thagare currently the law in Ontario. and their unions are on the front

minister are deluding themselvesn wages and benefits out ofBill died whenthe Liberal minority

An evening with Stephen Endicott on his new book:

Raising the Workers' Flag:
The Workers Unity League
of Canada 1930-1936

Based on many sources, including files maintained by
the RCMP's Security Service on leftists and radicals,
and the archives of the Communist Party of Canada
and those of the Communist International, veteran
activist and acclaimed Marxist historian Stephen
Endicott presents a gripping, indeed a memorable,
account of one of the most militant of Canadian labour
unions - The Workers Unity League of Canada.

Endicott - a highly entertaining and witty speaker - will
talk about the origins and writing of "Raising the
Workers' Flag" and the evening will include readings
of short extracts, the singing of vintage labour songs,
light refreshments, and a book signing by the author.

All Welcome!

Thursday, Feb. 14, 7 pm,
290 Danforth Ave., Toronto
(GCDO Hall, west of Chester subway. Info: 416-469-2446)

Organized by: People's Voice Forum Committee
News for people, not for profits!

Provincial Tory leader Tim line of this attack.

government prorogued ParliamentHudak has been campaigning for

after the Tories refused to support
it, demanding an election instead

The NDP opposed both Bills,
andvoted againstBill 115, arguing
that the same concessions coul
be achieved voluntarily.
Only the Communist Party
opposes the Bills because the
attack free collective bargaining,
and force working people to
shoulder the costs of an economi
and political crisis caused by neo
liberal policies and unlimited
corporate greed.

“It's the banks and the bigges . .
corporations that caused the 200§ P (Ontario) leader Liz Rowley
crisis, aided and abetted by Liberal

and Conservative governmentsnonths to eliminate the Ran
that helped them do it and therFormula, which s the basis for the’
bailed them out afterwards.closedshop(theunionshop)acrosg
Workers didn’t cause the crisis,Canada. Eliminating the closed
andthey shouldn’t pay forit,” saysshop would reprise the open shoﬂi‘
of the 1940s, when unions had

the CPC (Ontario).

On Jan. 3, the Minister of little power and no rights, and
Education invoked Bill 115 and workers were fired for joining or
imposed 385 contracts on teachergven supporting the union. This is
educational workers and schoothe “choice” that Hudak says
boards across the provinceworkers (read: corporations) nee

Despite months of threats andn the 21st century.
vilification, only 65 of 450

The Rand Formula, Hudak says
collective agreements had beeis an “old, out of date, law”. In
accepted in gun-to-the-headfact, the Rand Formula was
negotiations. Protests escalatedachieved by the whole working
with both elementary and class after victories in the historic
secondary teachers planning a Dag945 Ford strike in Windsor, and
of Protest and work stoppage irthe 1946 Steel strike in Hamilton.

Liberal convention
and Common Front

The candidates for the Liberal
leadership are all, save Gerard
Kennedy, on the same page. Most
were part of the Cabinet that
imposed Bill 115 and the proposed
successor legislation. Kennedy,
who is not expected to win, has not
been clear about his differences
over the Bill.

Kennedy's absence from the
Legislature may give himaway to
dissociate from an extremely
unpopular government. The two

dfrontrunners - Pupatelloand Wynn

are both campaigning to win
ublic support for those disgraced
anti-labour policies, fronted by a
ew leader.

It's too early to say whether the
new Premier will try to save the
government by aligning with the
Tories (who want an election, not
a coalition), or with the NDP (who

upport austerity, but not by
egislation - today at any rate).

Eitherway, it's a slippery slope
inwhich the corporations win, and
working people lose. Already the
Liberals are moving towards
further privatization of public
assets and resources, more user
fees, and deeper cuts; while the

. ’ mid-January. The government That’swhattheToriesandtheirTOries campaign to gut social

. . . . ] corporate bosses want to undo i@ssistance, cutthe minimumwage,
Turfing out the racist s in Victoria

see BILL 115, page 11

Canada, and that's what workers
considered camp organizers.  racism and sexism.

in Ontario are smelling in Hudak’s
In October 2012, WAC

Anti-racist organizers report announced that Doug Christie WAC at its hangout, a downtownl
they have won several skirmishe<Canada’s best-known whitediner where the group held well-]
with a “conspiracy cult” linked to supremacist, would address theiadvertised but poorly-attended]
US patriot and militia rally on the BC Legislature lawn. weekly meetings. ARA called for
organizations. Anti-Racist Action Anti-Racist Action called for a a meetup at the same diner an
says members of a group calle¢ounter-protest and blew thedozens responded. They fille
We Are Change Victoria (WAC) whistle on the event. Ultimately, every table and the wingnuts wer
began sparring with social justiceChristie didn’t show and some ofturfed out before they could get irl
activists and the People’sthe other speakers stayed away ake door.

Assembly (Occupy Victoria) over well. Only about a dozen people Since then, WAC no Ionger|
a year ago. attended the rally. advertises its events or meetin%

By Anti-Racist Action Victoria

WAC is part of a North What was supposed to beocations. Its only response to th
American network loosely WAC'’s proudest day became acontroversy is a Youtube video
connected to US radio host Alexlessoninfailure. As volunteers sefeaturing one-time Esquimalt cityll
Jones, the Libertarian Party, theupthe sound system for theirrally,council candidate Josh Stefflei
militia movement and patriot three angry WAC “free speechblaming the conflict on
groups, according to the Southerradvocates” crossed the LegislaturéBolsheviks” who are the “real I
Poverty Law Center. The grouplawn to confront the counter-racists.”
promotes conspiracy theoriesabouprotestors picketing on the More recently, members ofl
9/11, chemtrails, gun control,sidewalk 150 meters away. TheWAC have been harassing 4
human rights law, climate-changeshouting match that ensued drewictoria environmental activistin |
denial, and Holocaust denial. the attention of nearby policean effort to suppress photos ofth'

In Victoria, WAC members officers. The WACkos told the October confrontation and tak
joined the Occupy movement soorofficers to arrest the counter-down her websites. As a result
after it began, but they split overprotestors, butinstead the wingnut®ne WACKko is facing a BC'
angry disagreements about thevere sent scurrying back to theSupreme Court lawsuit for fraud,l
camp’s stance on social justicestage with their tails between theiperjury, and copyright violations. |
and indigenousrights. Later, WAClegs. The police moved off, and Anti-Racist Action meets every|
members disrupted meetingsthe counter-protestors spent th&unday at 6:30 pm at QV
denounced the movement, andfternoononthe sidewalk handingestaurant, 1701 Government ai
launched an online harassmentlyers to passers-by and explainingFisgard in downtown Victoria,
campaign targeting those theywhy they were protesting WAC's Coast Salish territorm

A month later, ARA confronted 4

-------------------\

MAY DAY 2013
GREETING ADS

To mark May Day 2013, People's Voice will print
greetings from a wide range of labour and people's
organizations in our May 1-15 issue, which will be
distributed at events across Canada. The deadline for
camera-ready ads will be April 19; if PV is preparing the
layout, the deadline is April 17. Please check with us
about the format if your ad is being sent electronically.

Ad rates (based on 5 column page):

I One column-iNCN.........oooviviiiiieiieeeeeeein, $15 I
I One column X 2inches.......cccooeeevevvveennnnnn.. $25 I
One column x 3inches.......cccooeeevvvveeennnnnn.. $35
| Two columns X 2inChes........cocoevevvveeennnee. $45 |
I Two columns x3inches......ccocvvevveennnn.. $60 |
] Two columns X4 inChes .......ccceevvvvveeennnn.. $75 |
I Two columns X 5inches........ccoeevvveverennnnn. $90 I
Three columns x 4 inches........ccccceeeeune. .. $110
I Two columns X 7 inChes........cccovveevveennnnee $130 I
I Three columnsx 7inches.........cccoovo...... $180 |

Send greetings to People's Voice at:
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1
E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

\-------------_
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"At the core of the Métis decision, a simple clarification"

Commentary by Clement
Chartier, President of the
Métis National Council, in
response to the Federal
Court ruling in the “Daniels”
case. The ruling expands the
legal rights of some 600,000 £==
Métis and non-status Indians
across Canada.

Are Métis Indians?

This question intrigued me as &
law studentinthe 1970s, especiall
after hearing the then-president o
the Native Council of Canada,
Tony Belcourt, assert that the
federal government
acknowledge its responsibility for No More events, including this

the Métis by virtue of s. 91(24) of Ontario. Photo from Facebook by George Campana.

the Constitution Act 1867, which
provides that

mustMetis national flags - the infinity symbol on a blue background - have been present at many Idle

an ancestral connection to our
historical Métis communities. The
Daniels decision should not be
interpreted as meaning thatthe Métis
are now culturally Indians. The
court’s ruling does not alter the fact
and existence of the distinct culture
and existence of the Métis Nation. It
solely means, as with the Inuit who
also remain distinctly Inuit, that itis
the federal government which has
the constitutional authority toengage
with “all” Aboriginal peoples, even

if both the Inuit and the Métis are
excluded from the purview of the
Indian Act.

Finally, s. 91(24) does notmean
that the federal government has
jurisdiction or power over the
Métis Nation, rather, it simply

Jan. 5rally atthe Peace Bridge between Buffalo, NY, and Fort Erie,

Ottawa hasencompasses Métis and non-statudentifies the Indians, Inuit andemerged mainly in the Prairiemeans thatthe federal government

jurisdiction for “Indians and the Indians. It should also be notedVétis as the Aboriginal peoples inprovinces and recognized that théras the jurisdictional mandate to

lands reserved for the Indians”.

published in the Saskatchewar®1(24) - agreed to by Ottawa,

that the Charlottetown Accord of Canada. The Métis NationalMétis Nation has the right to deal with us on a nation-to-nation
In third year law, | wrote a paper,1992 included an amendment tcCouncil represents the Métisdetermine its own citizenship.

basis and to conclude a
thepeople and nation in Canada, our The Métis are distinct not only reconciliation of our rights,

Law Review, 1978, concluding provinces and Aboriginal peopleshistorical homeland spanning thefrom Indians but also from peopleincluding our right to a land base

that yes, Métis are covered by the that the term “Indians” includ
term “Indians” in 91(24).

Constitution Act 1867 because the broader Accord

edthree prairie provinces andofmixedancestrywhocannotproveand self-governmen®

all “Aboriginal peoples” but that, extending into a part of Ontario,
The term “Indians” in the unfortunately, did not materialize B.C. and the Northwest Territories.

was Originally the offspring of First

Broad or narrow interpretation?

encompasses all Aboriginalrejected in a national referendumNations women and European fur

peoples, not just the First Nations.
In 1939, the Supreme Court ofhistorically,

Canada ruled that Inuit fell within politically distinct from Indians; themselves, into a distinct peoplémportantquestion of who are the

its meaning and the federal courthat is recognized in t

Like the Inuit, the Métis are traders, our ancestors evolved over TheDanielsruling (see above) justice for Métis and Non-Status
culturally and generations, marrying amongsby the Federal Court addresses thimdian people of Canada.”

The MFBC notes that
heand nation. Our provisional Metis. One group which welcomedparagraphs 126-130 of tbaniels

last week ruled that it alsoConstitution Act 1982, which governments under Louis Riel inthe Court’s relatively broad ruling references the previous

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

* |dle No More actionsincluded a 300-person flash-mob Roy
Dance at the Pen Centre (largest local mall), a 200-person mar
the Fort Erie-Buffalo border closing one lane, and a Niagara
march from the highway to the waterfalls, blocking the border|a

Manitobaand Saskatchewan shapedterpretation is the Métis Powleyrulingbythe Supreme Court
the history of western Canada.  Federation of BC (MFBC), which of Canada, which outlined that a
The Meétis National Council is not part of the Métis National Métis is a person who has some
adopted citizenship criteriain 2002Council. ancestral family connection (not
based on self-identification, historic  The MFBC has been highly necessarily genetic); identifies as
Métis ancestry, and acceptance byisible, taking part in the Idle No Métis; and is accepted by the Métis

the historic Meétis Nation More movementand speaking outommunity or alocal organization.
r‘dcommunlty Inth@owleydecision against the Enbridge NorthernThe Federal Court goes on to
ri"‘2003 the Supreme Court ofGateway pipeline proposal elaborate that there are some Métis
': anada ruled that Métis were a As the group says in a newswho are not members of particular
lI-fledged rights-bearing peoplerelease, “This landmark courtorganizations, but who participate

concluding with a Round Dance.
* The Haudenausee (Six Nation®xercised treaty rights to huntjat
Short Hills Provincial Park despite misinformation from Sun Medig,
and others. One endorser of upholding treaty rights was the Ni IR i
Animal Defense League, a prominent animal rights organiz
who declared “The choice of being against or for the hunt is affalsg.
choice. The real choice is respecting and honouring these treati
not.”

* Protests bywhistleblowing workers and the Niagara Animal
Defense League over the working conditions and animal hedlth se,
Marineland were vindicated by the until-recently secret seven o deé%know
by the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animalg for
changes at the waterpark. This comes after Marineland persigteq
its $1 million lawsuit against whistleblowers, and a releas
internal e-mails from the Niagara Falls Mayor’s Office showjing
officials squirming to defend their inaction by declaring themsejvef:
“animal lovers.”

* The cities of Niagara Falls and Wellandovercame attempts
divide their people over where a new hospital would be located, ag 3?*
organized protests to save maternity and pediatric services|frdg
being moved to a P3 (public-private-partnership) hospital half a
hour away by highway. The rally was denounced by the Ft.|Er
mayor as a distraction from unity, although previously a rally b
about 25% of his city’s population protested similar cuts. Meanwhill
the Niagara Health System announced $13 million in new futk,
closing operating rooms for six weeks in three cities.
* The Niagara Region Labour Council at the 11th hour reversed its
decision to give aikric Blair social justice award (named for
deceased Communist Party organizer) to a delegate for volunt
with an anti-abortion “maternity home” which exploits women
not providing them with information or referrals for their availal
choices, effectively removing their right to choose. The changs
broughtabout by a protest letter from CUPE 4207 (Brock Unive
graduate students and instructors) outlining the labour moven
policies, as well as mobilization by the Eric Blair club of
Communist Party.

* The Niagara Regional Government voted to waive fees fg
businessedor two years just months after threatening to lay off|si
CUPE 1263 long-term health care workers who had won an arbit
award, claiming inability to pay. The fee waiver will be paid fr
reserves this year, and then by the public in 2014 to cover this yea
*100 CEP Local 425G workers at Ft. Erie’s Vertis Communicat
printing plant weréaid off without notice or severancewhen the
U.S.-owned company went bankrupt. The union is fighting the
run-away. The local President told reporters “a company dogs
have the right to shut down without notice or compensation for the
employees that have worked for them, many for most of their lives|”

Ulilt.y' and the Flht fora
People’s Alternative!

Miguel Figueroa, leader of the
Communist Party of Canada, is
touring the country to speak with
working people about the fight against
austerity policies. He is presenting the
Communist proposal for a People's
Alternative to check corporate power
and put people's needs before profit!

Ottawa, ON

PM| Tues., Jan. 29, 7 pm - McNabb Community Centre,
'sdip. 180 Percy St. (at Gladstone), Community Room
onp Info: Stuart Ryan, 613-232-7108

aht Vancouver, BC
ot Mon., March 4, 7 pm, at the CSE, 706 Clark Drive
Info: Gabriel Au, 604-254-9836

PRAIRIE DATES: To be announced next issue

in our own right and established auling by the Federal Courtaffirmsin “Métis cultural events or

testof objectively verifiable criteria the belief that the late Harry activities which show objectively

or membership in a Métis rights-Daniels and the Congress ohow that person identifies himself
ring community. That test wasAboriginal Peoples had; that Métisor herself subjectively as a Métis.
I0ted to ancestral connection to, an@nd Non-Status are Indians undeAs the further historical evidence
ceptance by, historical Métisthe Constitution. With this historic will show, there was no ‘one size/
'*tBmmunities, thereby virtually ruling, this is a significant time in description fits all' when it comes
mirroring our own citizenship history for all Métis and Non- to examining Métis on a national
criteria. In the 201Cunningham Status Indians. It is a culminationscale...”

the Supreme Courpf a lifetime of work by Harry
ledged that the MeétisDaniels and his search for sociameans that “the Federal Court has

As the MFBC points out, this

applied a broad interpretation that
Métis people eligible under section
91(24) also include a provision
for self identification and group

acceptance...”

This has significant relevance
to Métis in British Columbia who
for various reasons are not card-
carrying members of that
province’s affiliate of the Métis
National Council. The view of the
MFBC is that no single
organization can legally restrict
the definition of Métis to its own
membershipe

News for
people, not
for profits!
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The Tory two-step strategy I—[‘SM)IAS_[I{[KE
Courageous and inspiring Idle No More mobilizations contifiue '
across Canada and in many other countries, proving that the fac
genocidal status quo will no longer be tolerated. In fact, indigeot
peoples have growing support in their opposition to the Hipe
HFCORX

government’s destructive agenda. Yet (with some honourgblf
exceptions) the corporate media largely keeps recycling Tory lie
and misinformation.

To those smug pundits who speculate about “divisions” anfon
the First Nations, we say: look closer to home. Are Canadiar
“united” simply because our blatantly undemocratic electoral systelf

gives complete political power to a party which receives only 39 <

of ballots cast on voting day? When you gloat about “finangia ' ]5 L .

irregularities” on reserves, we ask: why did the auditors sent bjy tt e ] WE ARE €7
Harperites to “investigate” Attawapiskat refuse to even look a ; . y ALL | B
many of the records kept by the band? When you repeat fairy|tal B

about the “benefits” given to Aboriginal peoples, we wonder: werd
the treaties signed between First Nations and the colonizers jus
fiction to open the door for history’s greatest theft of lands, wdter
and resources?
The campaign of media distortion is part of the classic “Tory tjvo
step.” On the one hand, under enormous pressure to hold mearjing
consultations about improving the living conditions of Aborigipal
peoples, the Conservatives offered a brief symbolic meeting a ~N
threw out some vague promises. On the other hand, their racidt spin
machine is working overtime to smear Chief Teresa Spence andother *;:q%_r o
First Nations activists. It's time to make Harper & Co. sit down an s to tor
talk with Aboriginal peoples, nation to nation, on the basis of genjuin
respect and equality. Nothing less can be accepted.
As the world burns In defence ofWallberg article
Wilggfegs;gggtg;gslzrfssvt\gf; e‘lsjer?wirg?alfuilr)églo%aggd%%n§:c¥ezss A letter to the edi;o(“ArticIe suppresses Nati.ve voices _ar_1d thparliament, but only half. t_he
forcing the country’s Bureau of Meteorology to add a new Col‘urg|\’/¢swrong|mpressm_)n ofthelranEU ba_ns Iranian television, members are appointed rellglogs
deep purple - to show areas that shattered all-time heat regor glme”, People_’s Voice, Dec. 1- somethmg very different from scholars, the restare lawyers with
Climate scientists say the fires and the heat are unprecederfted’} ,201E}comp_la|n$thatth_e artl_cle characterizing Iran as democ_raﬂcsecylar sp_eC|aIt|es elected by
scale and intensity. Evenworse, this is the “new normal” of run qnada’stoxpspnlofantl-nat|ve _Further, .the I.etter-wrlt_er parliament |tself..
climate change, and not just’in the southern hemisphere| T cism” by Eric Walbe(g from m!scharactenzesf‘V|I_ayet—e—faq!h” The letter-writer expresses
RUSSian heatwa’ve of 2010, which killed 50,000 and wiped ou{$1 oyember, aboutCana@an nat|v<{V|cejregency of jurists) as bemgconc_err_m about communists Igsmg
billion worth of crops, was r;art ofthe hottesic European summ r fgpctivists getting a voice in OF_’I_EC,appomted by“fellow mullahs” and credl_b|I|ty, bl_Jt surely credibility
500 years. Such meg’a-heatwaveswillbecomefiveto 10 timesknopartrays Iran “in a very positive above parliament. In fapt therequires being accurate about
likely over the next 40 years, scientists predict. Along with the he ght and_charactenzes it asAssembly of Experts is dlrectl_y facts?Inaccuratelnfor_matlon (_10es
will come more intense droughts stronger hurricanes, rhor emocratic.” But the article electe_d by the voters, and Whllmot_seryethecauseof!nternatlonal
landslides, and higher tides. Why? i3ecause heat—trappingi chrb esn’t .anywhere call Iranthere |S<'_;1Iawspe0|fy|ngthgy_havesohdantywnhtheIranlan pe_ople.
emissions’mean more energy is being pumped into the atmosphe gmocratic. Rather, Fhe art|cIeFo be rellglou_s sc_:holars, t_h|s |s.no1Ra_the.r, both |nter.n_a.t|onal
increasing climate chaos. exposes the_ |mper|al|st doublein the Constitution and is beingsolidarity and our credibility are
Meanwhile, new research proves that contamination spredd andard in Cal_lmg Iran Iegally_challenge_d.There_ is alsoa_best _s_erved by countering
tar sands exfraction covers a much wider area than previpus democratic while Harper Guardian Council, which is aboveimperialism’s propaganda, as Eric
thought. Demolishing the idea that heightened levels of toxins dould Wf_illﬁerlg tf;as dq?e. s that
be “naturally occurring,” scientists report that since large scal tar W Ibe N erdwrtlher sugges_s. ad
sands production began in 1978, deposits of carcinogeni . . ] . alberg and others have joine
hydrocarbons in Alberta lakes have increased 2.5 to 23 timeg. FI re KeVI n O Le ary that Ieague Of the”enemy of my
The debate is over; the coffin is nailed shut, as one scigntist enemyis my frler]d bet_:ause _they
commented. Yes, the extraction and consumption of fossil fugls is : . L . . are bribed by Iran’s publicrelations
extremely profitable for transnational corporations. Butthe ulti Spegklng at an anti-austerityright-wing commentators like Rex budget. _Perhaps instead ,of
costis prohibitive, even fatal. The time has come to shift the wo |- §ampaign meeting in January, Murphy a,nd Don Cherry. In this spepulatlng about Walberg’s
$1 trillion in annual military spending towards investment inwas happy to hear spontaneougroup, O’Leary stands out as anotives we should pay more
technologies to slash carbon emissions. Such a radical chande vﬁﬁplause from the audience aftechief spokesperson for the viciouscareful attention to the suppressed

face enormous resistance by the military-industrial complex ancggoi?cr']ntg gg?e:?gnfhheﬁ:aa;zeix\agen?ha ,,Of d ““mor(;e.y—ov%r; ?nforrr?atiOR heis bringin_g ltJS'ThiS
Big Oil. In other words, capitalism itself has become incompafble 2P ythemagazineverything: and "greed IS good, IS why | nopé you print more
: S L of the Young Communist League,which is being used as anarticles by Walberg and PressTV.
with human survival; only socialism offers hope for the plafet. . . . . h
, p ” . Rebel Youth. ideological battering ram againstPerhaps Walberg was right the
That's the message from “deep purple” Australia. s T . o .

Fire Kevin O’'Leary”isurging young workers and all people infirsttime, thatIranis notthe enemy
the CBC to dismiss this notoriousCanada. the demonization of war
y venture capitalist “dragon.” Thus he is the face of thepropagandawould have usbelieve.
PEOPLE'S VOICE O'Leary appears almost daily as goverty-creators, the job- S. Saleh Waziruddin

business commentator and irdestroyers, the union-busters - N Falls. ON '
various reality TV shows. O’Leary basically, of the austerity agenda. lagara Fafis,
is abusing his position atthe CBCl was not surprised to find that
to explicitly promote his own for- Google prompts the phrase “Keviné
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_ X profit businesses. He is hijackingO’Leary is a jerk” when you type
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net the public broadcaster with ahis nan):e int(J) the searcr)ll eng%rﬁ)e.l Rene\{v
. . socially destructive message of O’Leary’s nasty approach ha
Volunteers and contributors for this issue corporate greed, privatization,got him ixo hot vt\)//atelzarpmore thar?| tOday
Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Johan Boyden, Wally Brooker, | selfishness, and austerity. once. Researching for thel Check your label
Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, Gurpreet Singh, As mosPeople’s Voiceeaders campaign, YCL Ontario organizerl
Glen Truax, Saleh Waziruddiand our mailers in know, Kevin O’Leary is a multi- Drew Garvie found a series off| Please check the
Vancouver & Toronto. millionaire and owner of the assetcases where O'Leary calleduniong  address label on the
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerGabriel Au management company O’Learya “parasite” on business. I front page to see if
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, M|gue| Figueroa’ Funds. He has appeared with “Elect me as Prime Minister for it's time to renew.

Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacoumgn AmandaLangon CBC'Bhe Lang 15 minut_es,”Q’Learysays. “twill | . X
and O’Leary Exchangesince make unionsillegal. Anybodywhol] Subscribers who find

LETTERS 2009, and stars on the showsemains a union member will beg "2013/02/01" on their
Dragons Den and its US thrown in jail.” He adds thatl Iabe_l, for example,
counterpartShark Tanlon ABC. “Unions are sheer evil [...] Unions will have their

People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print

letters which may be libellous or which contain personal The CBC’sadministration likes themselves are born out of evil! SUbSCFIpt[OUS expire
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" to talk about how these _shows ard@’hey mustbe destroyed with evil” 1 with this issue,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or wildly popular. But I think they and “no one could contain uniong]  February 1-14, 2013
pvoice@telus.net are really about catering to thein hell. They were so evil they )
Harper Tory government and itscame out of hell and they cam({ Don’'t miss a
People's Voice articles may be reprinted without “slash-and-burn economic actionupon earth.” single copy -
permission provided the source is credited. plan”. It is ironic that the CBC renew today!

seems to have become a bastion of see O'LEARY, P. 11 N o o o o o o o e 7




5 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE e FEBRUARY 1-14, 2013

Communist s debate the crisis and the fightback

The 37th Convention of our The Communist Party of Canada’s 37th Central albeit unevenly and still as aqualitative change in the mood of
Party takes place at a particularly ; : 0oE7 minority current in most countries. the working class and its allies to
complex and dangerous momenconventlon will be held April 5-7 in Toronto. The counter-offensive of labourfight back against the austerity

in the workers’ and people’s Member?_Of the CPC_are currently dlSCU_SSIﬂg the and people’'s movements is alsagenda of Capital and its

struggle. The systemic crisis ofDraft Political Resolution forthe Convention. Over growing across Canada. Thegovernments.

capitalism in Canada andthe nextfew issues, PV will reprint excerpts from historic Québec student strike and The challenge for our Party at

internationally has continued tothe Resolution, starting with these introductory social struggle which took place inthis 37th Conventionis toreach an
deepen over the past three year:paragraphs' To download the document, or for the spring and summer of 2012 pbjective assessment of the nature

reflected in ever-widening social . . . . and the Canada-wide “Idle Noand trajectory of this capitalist
disparity,intensifiedeconogmicandmore'nformatlon’V|S|tWWW'Commun'St'party'Ca' More” protests of Aboriginal offensivje,toi()j/entifythe clrfssand
social attacks against the people, peoples and their supporters whiclsocial forces which are moving
fresh assaults on labour andrisis - remain stagnant or inWhile this fightback is still began last December arentoactionto resistand defeat this
democratic rights, the furtherabsolute decline. The crisis andpredominantly defensive in particularly significant in this offensive, and to situate the
degradation of the national andthe intense, all-sided offensivecharacter, it is growing almostregard. These struggles, takeiCommunist Party and its work so
globalenvironment, and increasingaunched by the ruling class in itseverywhere aroundthe world. Anti-together with the determinedthat it can best make its
militarism, aggression and war. wake are exacting a heavyimperialist and anti-capitalist struggle of teachersin Ontario anctontribution to the building of a
The maturing structural economic, social, cultural, sentiments are ontheincrease, andany other mobilizations in mass, united people’s coalition,
contradictions of the global systempsychological and environmentalthe size and capacity of forcegddefence of labour, social andand to the building of a larger,
of capitalism, which have beencost on all humanity. consciously embracing the socialisequality rights and in defence ofstronger and more influential Party
steadily gaining pace throughout The main target of this anti- alternative are continuing to grow,our environment, signal ain the proces=
the last century and particularlysocial offensive of Capital is the
since the 1970s onwards, creatediorking class, especially itsf 743
conditions for the current global organised section, the trade uniof s 5
cyclical crisis - a crisis which movement. It is also falls heavily S e .
erupted in 2007-08 and whichon women, youth and student -
continues today, making it one ofindigenous peoples, pensionerfy ="
capitalism’s most acute cyclicalandthe elderly, peasants and sma# f
crisesin history. This crisis inturnfarmers, the extreme poor andg
has exacerbated all of the structuraharginalized sections of the
aspects of the general crisis of th@eople, and on all those reliant o
capitalist system, resulting inthe social functions and serviceg
greater instability, insecurity andof capitalist states - benefits tha
intensified class struggle. have been won through man
The austerity policies pursueddecades of hard struggle. -
byruling circlesinall oftheleading  This capitalist offensive is
imperialist states, including understandably creating a
Canada, to resuscitate economiatmosphere of insecurity and
activity and profits on the backs ofdesperation among wide section
the working class and working of the working class andthe people
people in general have failedbutitisalso giving rise toincreased
miserably. The economies of theresistance and struggle agains
U.S., Europe and Japan - theuling classes and their

“tripod” epicentre of this global governments around the world.Communist Party members and friends at the May Day 2012 march in Toronto. (Photo: Ed Bil)

Mar xist Can we return to the “good old
Theory days” of Keynesian capitalism?

Excerpt from Section 1 of chance of recession in the_ Unitedesponse to the consequences «rbnfirr_nthe utter bankruptcy ofth_ePCP, Octobe_r 29, 2012] _
the Draft Political Statesin 2013, 25 percentin Japacrisis and austerity policies haveprevailing bourgeqs economic Th.e austerity ager}dals entirely
Resolution. 37th Central and above 80 percent in the Eurdeen unprecedented, _marked bymodel” of neoll.bt_erahsm to consistent with _and indeed rovys
Conventioﬁ, Communist zone. The Iangwshmg globalcountless ggneral strikes, massvercome the crisis. But thisfrom the neo-liberal economic
Party of Canada economy and associated fears{emon;tratlor_]s_ and factory“fallu_re”_masksamorefundamentalforml_Jla of “free’_’ _trade (|.e.,_the
about state debt defaults anaccupations. Millions have comeand insidious process underwayunbridled mobility of capital
More than six years since itsbankruptcies in Europe and theout into the streets of Greece)nternationalfinance capitalisusingwithin and beyond national

onset, the global economic crisiscontinuing fiscal crisis in the U.S. the current crisis and itsboundaries), privatization,

of capitalism continues to deepenare putting downward pressure consequences as an opportunity tderegulation, and the systematic
While periodic cyclical crises of even on the robust Chinese 37th Central ? impose its own set of “reforms”: to gutting of the social functions of

(relative) over-production areeconomy and other relatively . é; accelerate the erosion of the socighe State - policies which have
standard fare at every stage obuoyanteconomiesin parts of Asia Convention ="». rights of the people to accessiblgpredominated for almost three
capitalist development, the currentand Latin America. April 5-7, 2013 ":"ri healthcare, education and othedecades. It would be quite wrong
crisis has unique features: (1) itis A number of European social programs and benefits; tchowever to conclude that these
also a crisis over-accumulation ofcountries, especially Italy, Greece, fundamentally transform the economic policies are simply the

capital, due to the very high degree&Spain, Ireland and Portugal areSpain, Portugal, France, Britain,capitalist state into an ever moregproduct of “wrong thinking” or
of financialization of the capitalist mired in deep recession. Thetaly and elsewhere to demancefficient, repressive instrument to“poor political choices” by the
economy and its internation-imposition of vicious austerity jobs, decent wages and pensiongacilitate the further concentrationcapitalist elite and the governments
alization; (2) it is truly global in measures demanded by the IMFo defend labour rights, to insist onand centralization of capital; and tathey control. On the contrary, they
scale, afflicting allthree imperialist the EU and the European Centraihe restoration of health, educatiorweaken and undermine all sociahre aresult of how state-monopoly
centres simultaneously andrapidiyBank as the price for creditand other public services, and tand class forces capable otapitalism objectively functions
cascading to all other national andxtensions to avoid sovereign debtlenounce the austerity policiesmobilizing resistance toits agendatoday, andillustrate that capitalism
regional economies; and (3) itdefault have further deteriorateddictated by the EU at the behest oim the first place the organized tradetself is rapidly approaching its
merges with and further aggravatesocial conditions, resulting in European bankers andunion movement and thedevelopmental limits...
other structural crises understaggeringly high levels of monopolists. Communistparties. The Portuguese  Itis a harmful, reformist illusion
capitalism, not least the food andunemployment, mass povertyand On the other hand, the crisiscomrades placed this processo fantasize about a return to the
environmental crises. despair. Even the relativelyconditions are also being used byuccinctly at their recent congressigood old days” of Keynes, the
This helps to explain why this stronger economies in Germanythe extreme rightto whip up narrow capitalist “welfare state” and the
crisis is so acute and protractedand France are now faltering.nationalism, racism and “Imperialism’s hegemonicrule social contract between labour and
with no “sustainable” recovery in Claiming that emergency measuregenophobia, and anti-communismis... destroying gains and rightscapital; moderninternational finance
sight. In January, 2012 the Worldare necessary to preserve the EThere has been analarming growtlthat had been achieved by thecapitalism has all but shredded that
Bank was forced to revise itsand the integrity of the Euroof ultra-right and neo-fascist struggle of workers and peoplespossibility. While the fight against
predictions for global growth to currency, monopoly capital is movementsand partiesinanumbehroughout the 20th century. Itscapitalist offensive and for
2.5 percent, down from its Juneusing the Eurozone crisis to erasef European countries, fearfullygoal is to reinstate 19th-centurymeaningful advances and reforms
2011 estimate of 3.6 percentthe last vestiges of the “socialreminiscent of the rise of fascismlevels of class exploitation andunder the present socio-economic
adding that the Euro area maycontract”andto further consolidatein the 1930s. Today, as in the pastational oppression. Capitalism’s system s both necessary and urgent,
actually contract 0.3 percent,and centralize financial andthe fascist movement is aexploitative, aggressive andwe must never lose sight of
compared with a previous estimateolitical power in Brussels, in dangerous ruling class tool used tpredatory nature has beenexposedapitalism’s true nature -
of a 1.8 percent gain. violation of the democratic rights weaken and divide the workingfurther by the devastatingexploitative, aggressive and
By last October, the of the peoples and the nationatlass and popular forces, bluntonsequences of the [current]predatory - and of the fundamental
International Monetary Fund hadsovereignty of its member-statesclass consciousness, and attack theverproduction crisis...” [from reality that the next rung on the
reduced those forecasts even Labour and mass democratideft and revolutionary forces. “Theses - Draft Political ladderofhuman socialdevelopment
further, predicting a 15 percentstruggles across Europe in These conditions graphically Resolution: 19th Congress of thecan be none other than socialism.
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ldle No More gives voice to millions of Canadians

Statement of the Central
Executive Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, Jan. 15, 2013

democratic rights, and give thefinancial irregularities are PM Harper to provide safetalk about “divisions” among

big monopolies unfettered rightshypocrites who transfer billions drinking water to reserves is lessndigenous movements, Harper’s
to extract and export naturalto the rich through tax cuts,than one percent of the amounfories were backed by just one-
resources. The politicians whoforcing all working people to pay his government proposes to wastguarter of all registered voters in
accuse Chief Theresa Spence artie costs of the economic crisison deadly fighter-bomber jets.the 2011 federal election,

Less than two months since itsother First Nations leaders ofThe $300 million promised by Finally, while right-wing forces showing that they have no

first public actions, Idle No More
has become the most widesprea
and significant movement for | '
indigenous rights in recent|

Canada sends warm solidarit
greetings to all Idle No More

of Bill C-45, C-38 and other Tory
legislation, Idle No More gives
voice to millions of Canadians who
oppose the dangerous agenda (
the Tory government.

supporters out to hundreds o
actions across the country, the Idlé
No More movement has alread
compelled Prime Minister Harper
to meet with a number of First
Nations chiefs. Butfollowing their
usual strategy, the Tories arg
attempting to smear their
opponents, and to recycle old
broken promises toimprove living
conditions for First Nations |
reserves and urban indigenou
people. 7
These desperate dirty tricks
must be exposed and rejected:
The real corrupt criminals in
Canada are those who carry ou
the corporate agenda to drive
down wages, gut social programs

and pensions, attack labour anddle No More round dance at the intersection of Portage and Main in Winnipeg, Dec. 31, 2012

genuine political mandate for
their reactionary policies.

We urge all the labour and
democratic movementsin Canada
to help this courageous struggle
become arallying pointforabroad,
united campaign to turn back the
racist, anti-people, anti-
environment assault by the Tories
and the corporations. Such unity
must be based on support for the
Idle No More demands to rescind
omnibus Bill C-45 and the rest of
Harper’s reactionary legislation,
and to respect the inherent land
and treaty rights of the Aboriginal
peoples on the basis of genuine
equality among all the nations
within the Canadian state.

Thisis notatime to base tactics
and strategies of the fightback on
hopes of electing a differentfederal
government in 2015. Only a
powerful, united, determined
alliance of the broadest possible
range of people’s forces can make
the Harper Tories back down. Idle
No More has presented a truly
historic opportunity to create such
a united resistance - it is the
collective responsibility of the
labour and people’s movements
to grasp this opportunity and make
it a reality.®

“Profits of world’s 100 wealthiest

could end poverty four times over”

From Common Dreams,
www.commondreams.org

The profits of the world’s one Oxfam International in a new in the early 1990s.

over what's left. From tax havens to*global

exacerbating and hindering thetoday’'s income extremes andincreasingly scarce, we cannotafforé189 billion in additional tax
world’s ability to tackle poverty, committo bringing backinequality to concentrate assets in the hands oévenues. In additionto atax haven
warns international aid grouplevelstoatleastthose experienced fewand leave the manyto strugglerackdown, elements of the

new deal” Oxfam

hundred mostwealthy individualsanalysis published ahead of the “Concentration of resources inweak employment laws, the richesenvisions would include:

last year would be enough to wipeWorld Economic Forum which the hands of the top one per cernbenefit from a global economic* a reversal of the trend towards
out world poverty, says a newstarted in Davos on January 22. depresses economic activity angystemwhichisriggedintheirfavour.more regressive forms of taxation;
report. And not just once over, or According to the report (postedmakes life harder for everyone elset is time our leaders reformed the* a global minimum corporation
twice over, but the vast amount ofat www.oxfam.org), “The cost of - particularly those at the bottom ofsystem sothatitworksinthe interestsax rate;
money that has flowed to the topinequality: how wealth and incomethe economic ladder,” said Jeremyofthe whole of humanity ratherthan* measures to boost wages
of the world’s financial food chain extremes hurt us all,” the $240Hobbs, Oxfam’s executive director.a global elite.” compared with returns available
would be enough to eradicate thévillion net income in 2012 of the  “We can no longer pretend that In addition, Barbara Stocking, to capital;
worst kind of poverty a full four richest 100 billionaires would be the creation of wealth for a few will Oxfam'’s chief executive, says the* increased investment in free
times over. enough to eliminate extremeinevitably benefit the many - tooworld’s extremity of wealth public services and safety nets.
Such an explosion in extremepoverty four times over. In oftenthereverseistrue,”hesaid.“Innequality is “economically  According toAl-Jazeera the
wealth and income inequality releasing the report, Oxfam isaworld where even basic resourcemefficient, politically corrosive, group saysthatthe world’srichest
represented by these numbers isalling on world leaders to curbsuch as land and water aresocially divisive and one percenthave seentheirincome
environmentally destructive”. increase by 60% in the last 20
Oxfam is calling for a “new years, with the latest world
global deal” which would stabilize financial crisis only serving to

Share of top 1% in selected years

1970 1880 1800 2000 2007 2002 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 ; .
the world’s economic systems anchasten the process.
Ausiralia 50 48 63 72 7% 76 75 77 80 83 88 B8 bring equality back in way that “We sometimes talk about the
Belgrum B 70 1 70 67 74 74 75 15 77 _ Wo“uld benefit all humanity. haye—not_s and the ha}ves - We’II,
Canads a0 81 G2 124 123 188 1S 123 @7 133 134 From tax havens to weakwe reta}lklngabo_utthe have-lots’.
Denmark 5 52 51 &6 63 58 84 66 63 71 74 65 emplc_)yment laws, the nche_st[...]We re an anti-poverty agency.
benefit from a global economicWe focus on poverty, we work
Finand 9.9 413 46 BE 80 78 74 BE =+ & N . A
system which is rigged in theirwith the poorest people around
Franze 83 76 B2 83 B4 Bs B6 BT ar 8d s ,
P o 1 favour. It is time our leadersthe world. You don't normally
Semany . ; s ! reformed the system so thatitworkdear us talking about wealth. But
Ireland - &P &6 13 ' 2 ' - - v . in the interests of the whole ofit’s gotten so out of control
Haly o B% 7B 91 83 93 W4 90 w1 84 95 04 humanity rather than a global elite.”between rich and poor that one of
Japan 82 Lk L Bz Ba By L5 ap 92 The group estimates that closinghe obstacles to solving extreme
Methertands b8 59 58 - sz s 5.2 55 56 tax havens - which hold as much apoverty is now extreme wealth,”
Heer Zealand 68 5.7 B2 Ik a8 8.3 0.5 0.0 a0 % ‘e . $32 trillion or a third of all global Ben Phillips, a campaign director
Narway 6.0 47 dd C] 7.0 04 9.7 03 138 85 71 75 wealth - could yield an additional at Oxfam, toldAl Jazeeras
Portugal ™ 43 2 2.1 or 9.0 9.1 96 98
Spsin - 75 g4 a8 88 ] 8.5 &b 88 s . . O
i e REDS ON THE WEB
Switzerland 116 88 9T 5 : e 96 29 10.9 105 <
United Kingdom 7.1 2 B8 127 127 123 121 24 143 - e = www.communist p.arty.ca
United States 7TA B2 130 165 154 M6 149 81 T4 180 183 177 www.peoples voice.ca

www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

Chart shows the share of national income for the top 1% of earners. (Source: Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development, see www.whatsonningbo.com/news-6004-uk-income-
disparity-widen-grows-fastest-in-developed-world.html)
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Libya all over again...

Editorial from the Mornin boltholes in France for Paris- “Respect” has become justare alsoacclimatisedtothe Saharaeither Paris nor London has made
Star. UK backed dictators from Emperor anot_her word as t_he Fre_ncrdesertcondltlonsm n(_)rthern Ma_llacoger_n_case formvolvementlna
’ Bokassa of the Central Africanpresident has authorised military- a tract of land the size of Spainlocal military dispute.

The situationin Maliis directly Republic to Zairean despotstrikes against targets in Mali saicthat they control. To portray an internal Malian
linked to the NATO mobilisation Mobutu Sese Seko, to say nothingo be bases of Islamist forces bent The same cannot be said fodispute over separatism and the
in 2011 to overthrow the Gadaffi onoverthrowing the secondinterimFrench troops, potential westrole of religion as a potential
regime in Libya. Deployment of government authorised by US-African states’ units or even themilitary threatto Europe indicates
NATO air forces in support of the approved military junta leaderMalian army whose major aloss of political equilibrium.
anti-Gadaffi opposition turned the| Amadou Sanogo -the real power iroperations have rarely moved Mali’'s problems will not be
tide for the Benghazi-based Bamako-andimposingatheocracybeyond removing its own improved at all by a NATO
National Transitional Council, but NATO governments only have government. onslaughtin support of one side or
it didn’t create national unity to hearthe word “Islamist’tobring  France would prefer to restrictanother. Politicians should drop
on an outbreak of hysteria - apartits own operations to air supportthe martial rhetoric. There is no
government. that is, from Syria where a Qatar-and is anxious for west Africancase for European military

Nor did it take account of funded international alliance ofsoldiers to replace its own, butinterference in Malie
regional forces, secular and holy warriors is assessed as
Islamist, that had provided muchof their easily bought French objectively pro-democratic.
of the Gadaffi regime’s military counterparts Jacques Chirac and Stomach-knotting declarations
backbone. Nicolas Sarkozy. that Mali is just five hours from

Africa’sborders are porous,not When he took over as FrenchFrance are on a par with Blair . o
least because the straight-linepresident last year, Francoisgovernment warnings about Iragi Geo-strategic goals, not humanitarianism
obsessed European colonialistsiollande declared an end tomissile strikes on Britain being (The intervention) constitutes the continuation of the implementation
paid little attention to the interests‘Francafrique,” telling Senegal’s just 45 minutes away. ofthe imperialist plans for the geo-strategical control of broader areas
or identities of local peopl_e Whe_n National Assembly in Octoberthat  And it has opened the way for ¢ Africa, as we have seen itin 2011 with the bloody intervention and
they carved up the continent inhe _vvant_ed to “update thecolon_lal_powers France, followed bombing of Libya. Their goal are the energy resources which are
search Qf valuable resources. relationship between France andy Britain, to commit themselves object of fierce rivalry between imperialist forces and centers, which

Despite efforts by Washington, Africa.” to air strikes, troop deployment however go hand in hand in the slaughter of the peoples under various
many of the colonial-era links  Hollande promised a “respect”and provision of armaments. pretexts each time.
bet_ween Britain, France andagend_a_ in French-African Imks,. The_runawayopp05|t|on forces!™ \world Peace Council, www.wpc-in.org
Africa’s nominally independent explaining: “Respect means ain Mali have no planes, but they
states continue to hold sway.  crystal clear definition of France’s are well-armed, having benefited Plunder and control of uranium mines

French politics has been awaskmilitary presence in Africa, which from Gadaffiforces’ conventional
for decades with stories concerningan continue only in a legal, weaponry brought south after the ...After the genocide in Rwanda and the demolition of Libya, France
diamonds, bags of cash andransparentframework.” Libyan dictator's murder. They ' continues to use the military bases it maintains in Africa in order to
strengthenits role in the inter-imperialist competition and to serve the
interests of its monopoly groups who are plundering the wealth-
producing resources (gold, uranium etc.). (...) aiming for the
protection of the French interests in the uranium mines found in
Tuareg areas of the West-African Region, the inter-imperialist
competition for the control of the wealth-producing resources of Mali
and the placement of puppet-governments in the African countries
serving the leading imperialist forces...

World Federation of Trade Unions, www.wftucentral.org

International anti-war st atements

No war for Areva and Total!

It did not take much for our country to start the onslaught of Mali. In
the name of freedom and the fight against terrorism, the (French)
governmentarises as the savoir of Africa. This speech, appropriate for
the clash of civilizations, is shameful. We’ve known this policy to
justify intervention in Afghanistan, Iraq or Libya. With what results?
Destabilization, violence and armed militias in those countries that
are completely divided.

No war on behalf of (the companies) Areva and Total! We refuse
to make a war on behalf of corporate interests. The war will only bring
its share of desolation and not solve anything. Armed intervention is
an opportunity to strengthen the positions of French multinationals in
the region, Areva in Niger and Total West Africa, which operate

(o L E L N R UTE N (S G RO SR E Lo L W ] [ | ithout resources that local peaple benefit

Communist Youth of France, www.jeunes-communistes.org

French military boots on African soil yet again, this time in Mali.

January 15, 2013 - TheThe borders drawn up by theTanzania, Senegal and Kenya, isA task for the people, not imperialism
Government of Canada hasFrench colonialists were nevertherefore primarily about securing : : : N
recently announced that it isappropriate to the needs of théhe area for further plunder.,  Inour minds we still harbour fresh memories of French military
sending a CF-17 transport plane tprimarily nomadic peoples of theCanadian troops are alreadyinvasion of Libya in 2011 as part of NATO, leading to a regime
northern Malito add to the military deserts in the north. stationed in Niger ready to launch €hange; French military “residence” in Ivory Coastwhich was actively
buildup by the NATO powers in  More recently, the overthrow an invasion. We also urge the involved in regime change; and French military presence in the
the area. The Canadian Peacef the Libyan government by CanadianGovernmenttowithdraw Central Africa Republic, to “protect” the so-called French interests
Alliance is calling on the NATO (with direct Canadian all troops from the surrounding Butnotto keep peace and as part not to prevent rebels from capturing
governmentto recall the plane andnilitary participation) has allowed region. We also call on Canadiansthat country. - _
to cease any further contributionfor huge numbers of weapons tdo demand of the Harper _ Thistimearound France s *fighting” rebels which seek to capture
to the France-led mission. fallinto the hands of local militias. government that it withdraw from ' Bamako, the capital city in Mali. We see this as nothing but an agenda
One transport plane and a fewrhe Mali situation is, therefore, membership in NATO, which | By France to defend its hegemony and advance its capitalist interests
Canadian “trainers”is justthe thinyet another case of blow-backconstantly drags us into every neo-in the country and the region at large. (...) The people of Mali and the
edge of the wedge. There is a reagainst Western interests. colonial, military adventure of the 'Affican Union must be the ones taking a leading role in solving the
fear of “mission creep” as The failure of the Libyan western powers in the world. problems experienced in Mali and in Africa respectively, notimperialist
witnessed in the Libyan situation.mission is one of the more recent  Also of concern is the use of the countries and former colonisers such as France which inthe first place
Canada’s involvement as a juniorcauses of the current conflict in“Islamist” threat to justify any  are part of the root causes to these problems and their historical
partner to a NATO aggression inMali. Sending Western troops tointervention by the NATO powers.  development. : :
Africa could mushroom in the the region does nothing more tharislamophobia is a key tool in| Young Communist League of South Africa, www.ycl.org.za
coming months and years. All thiscompound that folly and continueperpetuating these foreign . _ . .
is being done without public orthe cycle of perpetual war in theadvances. Itis ironic that since theTeaCh the youth: imperialism is not invincible
pa_rliamentary debate. Thisregiloln. Canada should notdegth of Osama Bin Laden, the US  Hollande’s “socialist” government, in collaboration with all the
unilateral support for war .by the participate. , military boasts that AI—Qagda IS imperialist mechanisms and governments, stain their hands once
Harper government Wlthout. The real reason for NATO; on thg run and has no ab|I|ty to again with the blood of the peoplite call the teachers’ unions from
consultation must stop. involvement is to secure strategicwage its war. Meanwhile, anytime aji over the world to condemn the imperialist intervention and to
The Tuareg people of Northernresource rich areas of Africafor thethere is a need for intervention, express solidarity with the people of Mali. We call on them to

Mali_have beenwaging acampaingest._ Canadia_n _g_old min_ing there is suddenly a new AI'Qaedastrengthen their struggle for world peace, and for the overthrow of the
for independence for decadesgpperationshave significantholdingghreat that comes out of the imperialists. We call upon the teachers to teach the young generation

which has been a thorn in the sidén Northern Mali as do may otherwoodwork. that: Imperialism is not invincible! The working class has the power
of both the Malian governmentwestern nations. Canada’s new Canada must not participate intq gverthrow it.
and to those who wish to exploitinterventionism, which includes thethis process of unending war. World Federation of Teachers Unions, http://fise-wftu.org

the natural resources of the areauilding of 3 military bases in  Website: www.acp-cpa.@a
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

) 4 -
FIJI union |eader rates for those hired in the pasttold the media that demandsransport the mail to US Postalannual $5.5 billion payments into
These are just two examples ofainclude regularization of Service Letter Carriers, who woulda retirement benefits fund for future
to defy decree increasingly unequal labourtemporary workers to permanenstill deliver it. The plan would employees.

market in Ireland, where there is astatus, payment of full benefits,eliminate hundreds of thousands The CEO of Pithey Bowes made
The General Secretary of Fiji's proliferation of unpaid internships better working conditions and of well-paid jobs and replace them$9,230,798 last year.
labour movement, Felix Anthony, in the private sector, and few goodncreased pay. He apologized tavith low wage employees, except
says he is prepared to go to jaijob opportunities. residents of the capital, Sanaa, fofor the unionised front line letter
rather than obey a new law which Some economists talk of athe ill-effects such a strike will carriers. Ele(’jtrOIUX sacks
prohibits trade unionists from generational wages gap emerginghave on their lives and the city, Sincethe USPShasahighleveT hai workers
being members of political parties.Others cite a growing polarisationexplaining the government had leftof public confidence, it would be
Fiji's sixteen existing political between a highly educated uppethe unionwith no other alternative.politically difficult to privatize the On January 11, Electrolux
parties have been given 28 daystolass and an unskilled, and less Street cleaners have called orntire service, as Mitt RomneyThailand management called a

meet new criteria and re-registerwell-connected, lower class. the Yemen government to answewanted to do. Instead, the Pitneyneeting of all its workers and
Under the new rules, parties will  “Thisisthefirstgeneration sincetheir plight for better social Bowes scheme would keep theannounced a two-month bonus,
need 5,000 members; until now, conditions ever since 2011public face of the USPS while but refused to discuss demands

uprising. When the transitionalreducing most employees whofor fair wage increases and
government took office in processthemailto“Walmart’levelpermanent employment for
February 2012, Prime Minister pay and working conditions. Theagency workers. Instead the
Mohammed Salem Basindwaplan would also jeopardize themanagers forcibly removed the
promised workers their situationPostal Service’s reputation forunion president, Phaiwan Metha,
would be carefully looked at andkeeping people’s mail private, safethrowing him onto the street and
all wrongs righted. But despite aand secure. dismissing him. When the
series of protests and job actions, Inlastyear's election campaign,gathered workers learnt of the
the Union is back where it started Pitney Bowes contributed thedismissal they continued to sit on
on the picket line. maximum $17,500 contributiontothe floor and demanded his
Similar actions have beentakerone candidate - Congressmameinstatement and return.
by Yemen Central Bank workers,Darryl Issa, R-Calif., who also Management then called
who walked off the job on Jan. 12.received $17,500 from UPS. Issa’security and police and surrounded
Observers believe that this yeaextremistviews on dismantling thethe workers, preventing them from

the number has been 128.
Speaking to Radio
Australia,Felix Anthony said “If
that means putting me offside with
the law, then so be it. But clearly
we cannot accept our politicalf
rights being denied... If it meang
that we go tojail, we go to jail, but
we cannot accept this decree as
stands. It does not conform with
international standards as wa
promised prior to this decree
coming out, and it violates all
human rights conventions. Ever

talkofreturningtotruedemocracy\ /' could see the birth of awider labouiPostal Service are well known.leaving for eight hours, including
makes absolutely no sense with action movement in Yemen, oneHis Government Oversighta pregnant woman in her sixth
such adecreeinplace thatactuallthe second World War that will of the many after-shocks of 2011Committee has blocked any postamonth who tried to leave. At 5pm
denies the people of this countrynot earn more than their parents,tevolution. reform legislation other than histhe workers were released, one by
the right to fully participate in the says Irish Congress of Trade own union-busting HR 2309. one by the security guards. The
political processes.” Unions (ICTU) economist Paul Auto Iayof fs Another major recipient of workers returned to work on Jan.
Regarding the labour Sweeney. “What we are seeing in . thousands of dollars from Pitney14 to find written dismissal notice
movement's options, Anthony saidlreland is a considerable row-bacdOOM N France Bowes and UPS is Californiafor 127 workers.
that allavenues would be exploredpn earnings and the key driver is Republican Dennis Ross, co- The union at the plant was
including the formation of a new the share of nationalincome going Last summer, PSA Peugeoisponsor of HR 2309. formed in 2010, at which time it
party. Over 400 delegates meto labour.” Citroen announced that it would A “study” on the issue being managed to negotiate a collective

recently to begin this process, Provisionalfiguresshow 65 perclose its Aulnay plant near Parisprepared for Pitney Bowes claimsagreement that is due for renewal
agreeing that the new party wouldcent of national income went toand slash 8,000 jobs in a costthat private companies “canfulfill this year. The products of the
be truly democratic and inclusive,employees in 1990. Sweeney saysutting effortto minimize its losses, other tasks in the postal networkElectrolux plantinclude washing

with both trade unionists and othersthis is now down to 50 per cent” which were US$990 millionin the and do so at a lower cost and witthmachines, refrigerators and other

joining. - a much lower figure than thefirst half of 2012. greater efficiency and innovationelectrical appliances for European
global average of 62 per cent. On Jan. 16, 300 of its workersand without political and and Asian markets. The dismissed
Union elections The owners of capital-_peoplebelonging to the CGT, one ofregulatory_interference.” workers are now fighting the
i who own shares - are getting moré-rance’s more radical unions,went In reality, the U.S. Postal management’s union busting
Changes N and more of the national income on strike at the Aulnay plant. TheService has the least expensiveactics and have submitted their
says Sweeney, adding that withirworkers account for just 10 percentatesin the industrial world, despitegrievances to the Parliament’s
Guangzhou the labour market, “professionalof the factory’s 3,000 employees,a congressional mandate to makeabour Commission.

] ) employees are doing quite wellbut they were able to “paralyze”
Chairpersons of trade unions apyt the middle is being hollowedthe facility since most of them
local companies in Guangzhouout and the lowest paid are beingvorked on production. The strike
capital of China’s Guangdongscrewed.” Thisis mirroring trends came one day before Peugeot an
province, will be directly elected jnthe US, he adds, where “collegethe unions met again to discuss

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the

by workers this year, according toeducated people” in sectors likehow many employees will be laid -

a senior trade union official from technology, medicine and law areoff and what deal they will receive. Labour S tart website,
the southern metropolis. Zhaopulling ahead in a two-tier “Employees at PSA Aulnay www .labourst art.org
Xiaosui, chairperson of theworkforce. refuse to accept being laid off

Guangzhou Federation of Trade The Nevin Institute, an ICTU- without anything”, said the CGT.
Unions, said a pilot project willbe packed think-tank, reports that‘The false negotiations begun i

tested at eight to 10 companies tghcome distribution in Ireland is November give absolutely nothin Send me information on the i“;)

try the new system. “highly skewed”, with 62 per cent at all, the management is refusin i =
Guangzhou has alarge numbesf households having a grosgo address the demands of th Communist Party of Canada =

offoreign-owned companies, jointincome below the average.employees. The striking worker
ventures and private firms, and isadjusted for tax, it reported 31 perdemand that the managemerft The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud historf of
expected to become the country'gent of households had arestart the negotiations from thg fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociaffsm.
first city to have elected trade Umo”disposable income of less than 50@eginning.” The.CPC‘does much more_than run c_andldates in elegtlons. We think thefight
officials, said Zhao, who is alsoeyros per week, or 26,000 euros a France's other major car against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

: ) . active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
deputy director of Guangzhou Syear, while the top 10 per cent hacompany, Renault, has announced movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set

top legislative body. The a disposable income of more thanhat it will reduce its French democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
chairpersons of trade unions agg,000 euros a year. workforce by 7,500 people in the] socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
local companies are usually uUnions are getting particular next three years, by offering ear _
appointed by governmentflak over the pay reductions forretirement packages and ngl Central Committee CPC

departments. new entrants in the public sectorreplacing departing workers. 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K IN6
More than 85 percent of thepyt Sweeney says the two-tier 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

companies in Guangzhou haveyorkplace started in the private . . 4

; i ; . . m Parti C te d b tion d Ottawa CPC
established trade unions, whichsector in the 1980s with the BankSChe eto Sel! Part communisiedu Canaciay - Tel 613-232.7108
usually play a major role in of [reland, a trend which has nowoff Postal Service 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Commitiee CPC

advocating for the interests of theilhecome widelv practised Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
yPp Email: pcqg@cpc-pcc.cdél: 438-338-8890 Telffax: 204-586-7824

members. Accordingtoareportinthe NH| g ¢ committee cpc

i i ; Ontario Ctee. CPC
Street Cleaners Labor News, Pitney Bowes is| 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 500 Danforth Ave., Toronto, MAK 1NG

Ireland’ s unequal . . promoting aplan to privatize every] 604-254-9836cpinfo.bc@gmail.com Tel: 416-469-2446
art of the U.S. Postal Servicq Edmonton CPC .
labour market Union to strike gxcept mail delivery. This idea B 68112, 70 Bonme Doon PO B Molvin v At 815
. . ' Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 ; p )
) ] ~ The Street Cleaners Union inwas brought up years ago by thg Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3

Starting salaries for teachersinyemen has announced that théibertarian Cato Institute but was Calgary CPC Tel'g95—548._9586
Ireland are 25-30 per cent lowergovernment’s refusal to meet withquickly dismissed at the time. | 5421-8th Ave. SE Allanflc Reglon CPC . BoP 1Mo
than three to four vears ago. an H . . . Calgary, AB, T2A 4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 X N : :

A years ago, hem has forced the union to Pitney Bowes is proposing that Tellfax: 902-542-7981
trainee nurses are being offere@scalate its actions by declaring ahe entire postal service would Fechenanchc o
just85 euros aday under proposegeneral strike. The President obecome a series of private! ' parbysk )

new two-year contracts, lower tharthe Union, Mohammed Marzouki, companies that would process an
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The Guardian vs. the conventional wisdomonV  enezuela

B : will likely be plagued by political of the Organization of American begin falling out have not that Venezuela will face serious
y Alex Main, CEPR . X " L . ! . :
(Centre for Economic Policy turmoil and economic struggle.” States José Mlguel Insulza, thematerlallz_ed andthatdlrewarnlngsbalanceofpaymeptconstra!nts.To
and Research, www.cepr.net, Just as it appeareq that thegovernmentofBrazHandanumberabou'.camllsmanz_igedeconomy,wmuiate, tr_\e report’s analysis and
Jan. 17. 2013 current conventional wisdom onofotherreg|onalgovernmgntsha}ve;oarmg inflation, crumbling conclusions remain uncon.tested,
’ Venezuela had spread andilso publicly agreed with this infrastructure and currency controlyet Venezuela pundits continue to
Earlier this month my colleague hardened irreversibly throughoutassessment. problems, also need examining wittclaim that the Venezuelan economy
Dan Beeton noted that the majothe major media, on Jan. 14 the FewU.S. mediareportedonthecare. After all, the Venezuelanis on the verge of collapse and that
media, afterincorrectly predicting UK daily The Guardiarpublished international acceptance of theeconomy has grown for ninea major fiscal readjustment is
a close race in Venezuela'san editorial entitled “Venezuela, decision to postpone Chavez'ssuccessive quarters, has arelativeiypevitable. Though Venezuela’s
presidential elections, had quicklydefying predictions - again.” The swearing-in, instead preferring tolow debt burden, and the fall inleadershipwould dowellto address
reverted to the familiar “gloom piece deftly takes on a fewfocus on the views of members ofinflation indicates a governmentkinks in the country’s currency
and doom” predictions for commonly held views found in the Venezuelan opposition, somewith the ability to control inflation control regime, there is no
Venezuela’s economic future.much of the media coverage ofof which lack consistency. Forwhile maintaining growth. Oh, and compelling reason for making
Additionally, many recentopinion Venezuela. instance, opposition leaderVenezuelais sitting onthe world’'sdrastic cutbacks in government
and news pieces have echoed the The postponementof Chavez'sHenrique Capriles called on thelargest oil reserve. spending, despite the contentions
Venezuelan opposition’s view thatinauguration “is not a coup,” the Supreme Court to rule on the The editorial provides a link to of so many pundits and journalists
the decision to postpone Chavez'&uardian states. In fact, “the constitutionality = of the CEPR’s September report on thavho write about Venezuela.
inauguration was legally constitution allows for a president-postponement, only to later rejeciVenezuelan economy showingthat It is worth noting that this is
questionable. On January 8th, &lecttobe sworninbythe supremehe Court’s determination that thethe economic data doesn’t supporprobably the first time in at least a
Chicago Tribuneeditorial neatly court, and the postponement hamove was constitutional. the negative scenarios found irdecade thatthe editorial board of a
summarized the prevailingnow been endorsed by the court The Guardian editorial also media coverage of Venezuela. Imajor Western newspaper has
wisdom: “Venezuela after Chavezitself.” It's worth noting that head points out that the frequentfact, as the report explains, evenimchallenged the “conventional
predictions that rivals within the the unlikely event of a temporarywisdom”on Venezuela. Hopefully
pro-government coalition “would crashin oil prices, it's very doubtful it will not be the laste

Remembering an unsung Dalit hero

: and discrimination in the foreign went to Java to help in collecting
By Gurpreet Singh land. and sending arms to India. He

As secularist and progressive The members of the Ghadarescaped a death sentence at the
groups celebrate the Ghadar Partiarty believed that their sufferingshands of the British allies.
| ; ™ centenary this year, thoseweretheresultofslaverybackhomehinking he had died, his family

- . organizing the events need taand resolved to fight againstremarried his widow to his brother.
e | " highlight the role played by manyimperialism. A person like  Oncomingbackto Indiahe was

unsung heroes of the freedonMuggowal endured doubledisillusioned by the continued
struggle. Among them was Mangudiscrimination for being a personoppression of the Dalits, who were
L g Ram Muggowal, a prominent Dalit of colour and a Dalit. Born in a so-considered untouchables by
S — ol icon of Punjab. He was a part ofcalled low-caste “untouchable” orthodox Hindus and Sikhs. He
the Ghadar party launched in thdamily, he faced segregation atwas partly upset with the popular
v | U.S.onNov. 1, 1913 and believedschool and suffered physical abuséeaders of the freedom struggle
in an armed struggle against thdordefyingthe caste laws. Thankfully,who failed to address the issue of

British occupation of India. the Ghadar Party believed incasteism. He resigned from the

Gar men t wor ker S demand The contributions by individual secularism and kept religion andGhadar Party in orgerto mobilize
participants of historical strugglespolitics apart, yet he faced suclDalits, and eventually launched

Safe Wor kaaC es are sometimes overshadowed byrejudice even in the U.S. the Aadi Dharam movement in

the role played by a few dominant Muggowal not only worked for Punjab. He believed that without

In the wake of the terrible fire which killed 117 workers laseaders. But the followers ofthe Ghadar newsletter, but alstbringing social revolution first, it
November 24 at the Tazreen Fashion factory, labour activistsMaggowal believe that his role in was impossible to bring real
Bangladesh continue to mobilize for change. the Ghadar movement may havi freedom in India.

OnJanuary 14, astreet procession in Dhaka demanded safe workphgsssdeliberately ignored becaus The Ghadar Party also assured
and trade union rights in the garment industry. Hundreds of worké@fs,caste prejudice. While this him full support in his struggle
mostly women, took part in the protest organized by National Garmahegation is  debatable, against caste oppression. Since his
Workers Federation (NGWF). Carrying placards and banners, Megggowal’s role should be movementwas in conflict with the
workers marched from the National Press Club, by the High Court as#nowledged by events to mar interest of the freedom struggle,
Topkhana Road, to Paltan Crossing. 100 years of the Ghadar Party i his cause was not dear to the

Speakers at the rally said that 55 serious factory fires have taken péeacouver and elsewhere. popular leadership. Rather,
inthe Bangladesh garment sector since 1990. In these fires, 566 gartneigtentally, his descendants liv Muggowal was branded as a tool
workers were killed, while several thousands were injured, someroreater Vancouver area. of the British Empire that was
them permanently. Another 64 workers were killed in the SpectrumBorn in Punjab in 1886, playing a divide and rule game to
Garments factory collapse in 2005. But proper health and safétyggowal immigratedtothe U.S. prolong its rule in India. Whereas
standards have still not been enforced. for economic reasons. He becam the British Empire was happy to

A“Memorandum of Understanding on Health & Safety” was prepar#yolved in the freedom struggle
two years ago at a workshop, organized jointly by the employers &ltpwing a realization of racism Mangu Ram Muggowal see DALIT, p. 11
trade unions, and attended by representatives of the government and
buyers. At the workshop, it was decided that all sourcing companies

would sign the MOU. But most buyers have notyet signed the document/‘| g olate the activity of the fascists” urges KKE
according to the NGWfe

The murder of a 27-year-old that after an argument they attackedtate repression and the racist
Pakistani immigrant in the and killed him. The younger of theattacks are inter-connected and
Petralona area of Athens has beeaccused has been connected by tiseipport each other.
widely condemned as anotheipolice to previous robberies. “We call on the working class,
crime by ultra-right supporters  The Attica organization of the the people, the youth, in a mass
in the Greek capital. During theGreek Communist Party way to denounce and isolate the
first nine months of 2012, humanimmediately issued a statemengactivity of the fascists in the
rights groups report that 70 racisdenouncing the savage murder byeighbourhoods. They must not
attacks took place in Athens,the two fascists: tolerate the fascist attack squads
mostly at nightand carried outby “This incident is not the first, it which today murderimmigrants
; more than one aggressor. is to be added to a macabre list ohnd tomorrow the struggling

. . On Jan. 17, the victim wasracist attacks which for some timepeople.”
The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five riding a bicycle in Trion have been going on in Athens’ According to the police, 50
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5tH dayieérarchion Street, when he waseighbourhoods. The governmenelection leaflets of the neo-nazi
of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that hd Fre@ssaulted by two Greeks withhas serious responsibilitiesGolden Dawn party were found

the Cuban Five: stiletto knives. The assailantsregarding the fostering of racism,at the house of the 25-year-old.
] _ _ tried to escape, but residents o&nd the blaming of immigrants for Three stiletto knives, an air gun,
E-mail: pre3|dent@wh|tehogse.gov the neighbourhood informed thethe problem of unemployment andwo clubs, two army issue bullets,

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact police and provided details ofthe wretched living conditions in a knuckle duster and metal pellets

Phone 1-202-456-1111 their motorbike, which was later many areas of the centre of Athenswere confiscated at the houses

Fax 1-202-456-2461 . found in the Syntagma area. “The “law and order’ operation of the two arrested men.

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House, After being arrested, the twocalled “Xenios Zeus' provided The KKE held an emergency
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA]  men, aged 29 and 25, claimed thatover for and fostered thepublicrallytocondemn the anti-
For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or their victim had blocked the roadtoleration of the criminal activity immigrant violence perpetrated

www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca with his bicycle. They confessedof the fascist racist gangs. Theby the Golden Dawn fascis#s.
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Skyfall : entert ainment ,
not enlightenment

SKYFALL, directed by Sam
Mendes, cast including
Albert Finney, Berenice
Marlohe, Daniel Craig,
Helen McCrory, Javier
Bardem, Judi Dench,
Naomie Harris, Ola Rapace,
Ralph Fiennes, 143 minutes

Review by Glen Truax

Yes, | watchedSkyfall No, |
didn’t pay for it.

The Bond film series that
appears to be bulletproof, a
franchise that has been running

S}{&?]gcéars:degadﬁfn(()?r?s%geltotg%anieI Craig, Berenice Marlohe, and Javier Bardem star in
9 aused by 1imotiy Skyfall: wait until it comes to cable.
in the eighties), continues to draw

in boatloads of money at the boxemotional stakes are rather low. completely unambiguous - ratting
office. Every trope remains in What's more important is the on agents is evil, pure and simple
place: gambling, oceans of alcohosubtext in every James Bond film,with Javier Bardem stepping up tg
consumption, beautiful womenwhere villainy is always cast in athe plate as the face of pesky
who show up only to get killed 20very zeitgeist-y way. Whatever civilians who actually want
minutes later - the template set byrappens to be grabbing headlinegransparency.
Connery back in the halcyon daysluring the course of shooting the There are certainly worse ways
of the sixties. film can be expected to rear its uglyto while away an afternoon. Anti-
Thisdoesn'tmean th8kyfallis head in the finished product. InWikiLeaksundertone aside, thefilm
terrible. It's slick, it's easy to forget Skyfall the bogeyman is the grim delivers relentless action, with little
thatthe filmis over two hourslong.spectre of WikiLeaks, which the CGIl or noticeable electronic
There’s very little in the way of filmtakes painsto explainis entirely gimmickry getting in the way of a
padding; in every other Bond film, evil (along with Julian Assange andgood punch up. It's pure
there are atleast 30 minutes of flathe Anonymous internet collective). entertainment, not enlightenment
and that doesn’t seem to be the cadéese entities existto blowthe coveiland the cast is uniformly strong.
here. There are few moments 0bf good, hard-working spooks all The viewer may want to wait until it
wasted screen time. over the world, seemingly without comes to cable however - dropping
It's still a little hard to take any purpose otherthan pettywarfard5 dollars minimum on a suspec
Skyfallat face value however. It'swith power structures. This is action flick seems a little steemp.
difficult to forget the ludicrous
opening ceremonies ofthe London
2012 Olympics, in which Daniel
Craig personally parachutes his
way into the thick of things. (It's
also hardto believe that the director
of28 Days Latean_dT rainspotting I%y Kimball Cariou ‘ . .
directed the opening sequence, bu city council to find a way to save
that’s another matter.) Also, Yet another cultural landmark the building.
viewers know in their hearts thatmay be onthe ropes in Vancouver. With its retro “Polynesian tiki
life will eventually return to a state This time, the Waldorf Hotel is on bar” motif, the Waldorfis near the
of grace, withJames and Companyhe “redevelopment” chopping Vancouver waterfront and the
alive and well to do battle with block, but public opinionis strongly Maritime Labour Centre. It was
“evil” in the next episode, so against demolition. Hundreds ofonce a favourite pub for trade
unionists and political activists to
lift a brew and debate issues an
strategies. A few years ago, itwa
reinvented, to showcase a widé
range of music acts and theatrica
events. In the summers,
Vancouver’sincreasing variety of
food carts set up on Sundays
drawing huge crowds.

But suddenly in early January,
news broke that the Waldorf
property has been sold to a majo
condo developer, the Solterrg
Group. While the company has ng
immediate plans to tear down the
hotel, everyone fears the worst.

Since  Mayor  Gregor
Robertson’s Vision Vancouver
party is supported by many artists
and cultural activists, the heat wa

-Js. .
K wckly turned up on city hall.
ncil moved to protect the
ding for a temporary period,
Vision says it has few long-
legal options.

Another Vancouver cultural
landmark in danger

people rallied on Jan. 13, urging

IDEAS OF
REVOLUTION

2013 People's Voice Calendar

The People’s Voice Calendar for 2013 - “Ideas of Revolution”
now on sale. Dedicated to the struggles of the international wor
class for peace, liberation, equality and socialism, this year’s cale
features quotations by a wide range of revolutionaries, artists,
writers, such as Nelson Mandela, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Marx, Frede
Engels, V.1. Lenin, Tim Buck, Soong Ching Ling, Germaine Greer, EvoIn anews release. the Coalitior
Morales, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Claudia Jones, Fidel Castro, Jg???ro ressive Eleétors (COPE
Saramago, and Frida Kahlo. The 14-month calendar (Jan. 2013- gﬁa itgbelieves that Robertson’s
2014) also includes notable dates from the history of the peop SSh does not address s stem}
movements, and statutory holidays and celebrations for the year. y

“Ideas of Revolution” can be ordered by mail for $10 in Canada,ggr)rﬂqbnlqeumts aﬁjcrlgr%er;he arts
$15 in the United States (price includes mailing costs). Send a chequg/. inity :
ision Vancouver has

_to Peopl_es Voice, 706 Clark D_r|ve, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. Fﬂ{dicated their willingness to use

information on bulk orders of five or more calendars, contact e City’s land-use powers to

Vancouver Editorial Office: <pvoice@telus.net>, tel. 604-255-2041. tectthe Waldorf. whichis aood
Residents of Ontario can order directly from the Ontario Bureau ? o COI5E Coungillor

People’s Voice, 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6, ph. 416-4685WS, former

2446. The Calendar will be on sale at our Manitoba Bureau (387 Selkirk

1223

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

U

Musicians mobilize for Idle No More

Canadian pop star Nellie Furtado’s salute at a New Year’'s
concertin Niagara Falls was a highly-visible celebrity endorser
of Idle No More. Musicians had been supportive since at least
21, when the “Canadian Artists Statement of Solidarity with Idlg
More” was published on Facebook. 150 artists initially signed
including singer-songwriter Sarah Harmer, Gordon Dow
(Tragically Hip), Greg Keelor & Jim Cuddy (Blue Rodeo) &
Steven Page (Barenaked Ladies). The statement calls on g

the original treaties, as sovereign nations.” The artists were follo
a vanguard of First Nations musicians with little access to
industry’s star making machinery. Take for example the outstan
indigenous musician Derek Miller, who appeared at a Jan. 5 bg
for Chief Spence at Ottawa club Zaphod Beeblebrox. His sor
Lifetimes (for Chief Spence)” is the opening track on the allailen
No More: Songs for Life Vol Download it for free at http://rpm.fm

Folk Alliance to meet in T oronto

Severalthousand folk musicians and related industry types willg
at Toronto’s Delta Chelsea Hotel Feb. 20-24 for the 25th an
International Folk Alliance conference (www.folkalliance.org). T
Memphis-based IFA is a non-profit educational organization
annual meeting is an important showcase for everyone involv
North American folk music, whether they are performers, educa
club owners, radio hosts or record companies. In addition to morg
50 workshops, panels and exhibitions, there will be a wide varie
showcase concerts and open mic stages. A “Canadian Spectacy
Feb. 20 will be open to the general public, with shows on seven st
Visiting artists will appear at Hugh’s Room during the we
Incidentally, the same hotelis the site of the free Winterfolk Blues
Roots Festival (Feb. 14-17). For info: www.winterfolk.com.

Paraguay’ s “Recycled Orchestra”

Cateura, Paraguay is a town of 25,000 built on a landfill. Se
years ago social worker Favio Chavez wanted to introduce mu
local indigenous children in this poor region where kids have
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opportunities. With a lack of funds, he decided to make instrum
from objects found in the landfill (e.g. barrels, forks, bowls, w.

Museum. A documentary film “Landfill Harmonic” (produced a
directed by Alejandra Amarlla Nash and Juliana Penaranda) w
jreleased later this year. View the trailer at YouTube or Vimeo

' Cubana All-Stars: “A Dream Come T rue”

| One of the most acclaimed Latin recordings of 2012 is a fiery 4
album by the Cubana All-Stars called “A Dream Come TrU
Recorded in Havana under the auspices of the Musicalia festiva

» the Ministry of Culture, the album unites outstanding local music
with long-time Cuban expatriates from New York, Miami, Mexi
Spain and Puerto Rico. Returning legends include vocalists

I “Chocolate” Armenteros (New York City). Their musical ho
include guitarist-singer Eliades Ochoa (Buena Vista Social G
and pianist-composer Adalberto Alvarez (Son 14). The Cuban
Stars have been called “the most significant Cuban orchestra tg
in the last decade,” and their record company calls the album
“debut,” suggesting that this may be more than a one-time prqg

come true for all Cubans.” Best online deal: www.elwatusi.cor

Jayne Cortez: 1934-2012

African-American jazz poet and activist Jayne Cortez died in |
York on Dec. 28. Her visceral and surrealist verse linked African
traditions with blues, avant-garde jazz, and political protest (she
a lifelong opponent of racism, misogyny and the capitalist syst|
Although she published acclaimed volumes of print poetry, Cort
best remembered for her work with jazz musicians. Her collaboraj
Cwith artists like bassist Richard Davis and her son, drummer Der
Coleman (in her band The Firespitters) are essential to understg
the evolution of jazz poetry from its beginnings in the Harl
Renaissance to its links with contemporary rap and hip-hop.

young woman Cortez was active with the Student Nonvio
Coordinating Committee, registering black voters in Mississi
Later she became a key figure in the influential Black Arts Moven
founded by poet Amiri Baraka. She was also a co-founder o
Organization of Women Artists of Africa. Check out Jayne Co

Ave., Winnipeg), and our Quebec Bureau (5359 Ave. du Parc, Montreal).  see WALDORF, p. 11

ter

pipes, and bottle caps). The instruments were made by Nigolas
Gomez, a resourceful local trash picker. Today the 20-member
“Recycled Orchestra,” conducted by Luis Szaron, makes beauty out
of garbage as it performs traditional Paraguayan music as wgll as
Beethoven, Mozart, Bach, Mancini and the Beatles. They've

performed in Brazil, Panama and Columbia. Recently they travelled
to Phoenix, Arizona for a performance at the Musical Instrunment
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Delgado and Justo Betancourt (Puerto Rico) and trumpeter Alfredo
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Ochoa no doubt speaks for many when he says the album is “a @iream
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performing the brilliant “If the Drum is a Woman” on YouTube.
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First Nations: the long shadow of assimilation

National families who live in poverty. keep up with the growing
444 -Number of recommendationsAboriginal population.

to improve the lives of Canada’s$169-$189 million - Estimated
First Nations people within the federal government underfunding
landmark Royal Commission onof capital expenditures onreserve
Aboriginal Peoples report, nowannually. The Assembly of First
16 years old. Nations (AFN) says 40 new .

$7.5 billion - Estimated annual schools, at a cost of $12.5 miIIiongggsggggtls ?(vgllable, atthe
cost of doing nothing to resolveeach, and 85,000 housing units " ) ark orive.
First Nations employment andwould have to be built to meetLeft Film Night, Sunday, Jan.
social problems in Canada (in 199&urrent needs. 27, 7 pm, Centre for Socialist
alone C-45 - The federal omnibus bill Education, 706 Clark Drive.
5-7 -Number of Aboriginal youth thatsparked amovementin Canadgcreening of “Petropolis”,
suicides for every non-Aboriginal called Idle No More, which points documentary on the impact of
150,000- Number of Aboriginal Canadian youth. Suicide ratedo eightlegislative bills that violate tar sands projects in northern
children who were taken from theiramong Inuit youth are among thetreaties. Amnesty InternationalAlberta. Free, donations
families and forced into residentialhighest in the world, 11 times thesays changes to the Canadiai/€lcome. Call 604-2455-2041
schools as part of Canada’sational average. Environmental Assessment Act,for info on Feb. 24 film.
assimilation policy from the 1870s600 -Number of unresolved caseshe Fisheries Act, the NavigableThe General’s Son, speaking
onward. In 2008, the governmeniof missing and/or murderedWaters Act, and the proposed Safeour with Miko Peled, author
apologized to Aboriginal peoplesAboriginal women in Canada.  Drinking Water for First Nations and peace activist from a
“for failing them so profoundly.” 120 - Number of Aboriginal Act have profound implications prominentIsraeli Zionist family,
70 cents -Amount Aboriginal communitieswith adrinking water for the rights of Indigenous peoplesThursday, Feb. 7, 7 pm,
peoples earned for every dollarnonadvisory, as of October 31, 2011as set out in treaties, affirmed invancouver Public Library,
Aboriginals earned in 2006. AtthisOf the more than 500,000 Firstthe constitution, and protected bysponsored by Canada-
rate, the income gap betweerNations people who live oninternational human rights Palestine Support Network
Aboriginal peoples and the rest ofCanada’s reserves, thousands livetandards. (Canpalnet) Independent
Canadians won't disappear forwithout indoor plumbing. 35.1 - Section of Canada’s Jewish Voices, and others.
another 63 years, unless Canaddearly half - Number of houses constitution thatcommits the Primeg

adopts a new approach. on Canadian reserves in need dflinister and First Ministers to
1 in 4 -Number of children within major repair. The federal auditormeet with Aboriginal peoples \arxism Course, contact
First Nations families who live in general says Aboriginal housingbefore  changing federal communist Party of Canada
poverty in Canada, much higher thaiis subject to overcrowding andresponsibilities that affect First Manitoba Committee tojoin up.
the 1in 10 childrenin non-Aboriginal requires more federal funding toNations. @ 586-7824 or cpe-

mb@changetheworldmb.ca

Ottawa, ON

The General’'s Son, speaking

Bill 115 isn't really gone...

occupation of the offices of theunion movementto cometogetherand eace activist from a

Social Services Minister, that ato roll back and defeat this anti- P tIsraeli Zionistfamil

eliminate the closed shop, androadandunited movementtakingpeople agenda. Surrounded bﬁLoerglnel:r:ab 26. 7:30 pm S{’

privatize nuclear power plants. mass action was essential to wintight-wing governments at every Paul"s’Univ'Audito'riumptic’kets.
Inearly Decemberthe CommonWhat was largely missing, level, and a corporate offensive$10 events@nccar ca '

Front of labour and its community however, were representativeghat aims to eliminate the trade e

and social allies, met in a one dayrom labour, though members ofunion movement itself, there’s no

conference. Participants reviewedhe OFL Executive were prominentother way. . -

the Common Front's first year ofand supportive throughout the Labour must throw its weight  People's Voice

existence, and planned for the Jarproceedings. behindthe CommonFrontandstart 2013 Fund Drive

26 Liberal Convention protest. mapping out a forward agenda of

They also discussed subsequeriEscalating province- mass escalating struggle that will starts March 1st!

actions for a people’s agenda ofyide action needed gain the support of all those

good jobs, higher wages and threatened by austerity and Watch for details

incomes, affordable housing, If ever the labour movementcorporate greed. . ;

quality education and healthcareneeded friends and allies, itisnow. Occupy, the Quebec student il OUF next issue.

strong social programs, strongThis is the time for the Commonmovement, and Idle No More all

civil, democratic, labour and socialFront and the bulk of the tradeshow the way forwarde

By Trish Hennessy,
Office of the Canadian
Centre For Policy
Alternatives (CCPA),
January 3, 2013. Hennessy's
Index is a monthly listing of
numbers about Canada and
its place in the world. Visit:
http://policyalternatives.ca/
index for sources on the
following numbers.

La Trova Nuestra, Fridays,
Jan. 25 and Feb. 22, 8 pm,
?nonthly pena with Latin
American performers, $10,

continued from page 2

What's Left

Toronto, ON

Protest at Ontario Liberal

Convention, Sat., Jan. 26, 1
pm, rally at Allan Gardens
(Jarvis & Carleton), followed by
march to Maple Leaf Gardens.

Raising the Workers’' Flag,

People’'s Voice forum with
Stephen Endicott, author of new
book on the Workers Unity
League, 7 pm, Thur., Feb. 14,
GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth (near
Chester subway). For info, see
page 2 or ph. 416-469-2446.

St. Catharines, ON

Giant Two-Row March of
solidarity between Hauden-
osaunee (Six Nations) and
settlers, Sat., Feb. 2, 11 am,
downtown St. Catharines. Mark
400th Anniversary of the
Gushwenta (“Two Row
Wampum Belt"). On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/events/
536505619701012.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

NO TO AUSTERITY &
WAR SPEAKING TOUR

No to Austerity, No to War!
Speaking tour with Miguel
Figueroa, leader of the
Communist Party of Canada,
see ad on page 3. Upcoming
datesinclude OTTAWA, Tues.,
Jan. 29, 7 pm, McNabb
Community Centre, 180 Percy
St. (at Gladstone), 613-232-
7108; VANCOUVER, Monday,
March 4, 7 pm, Centre for
Socialist Education, 706 Clark
Drive, 604-254-9836 for info.
Look for details of speaking
tour in other western Canada
locations in our next issue, or
ph. 416-469-2446.

rights, Aboriginal rights, and
environmental protections. . . 1

Those present understood theFlre KeV|n O Leary aas
would have to fight. It was clear
from those involved in the anti-
poverty movement and the

unions reflects a viewpoint that
has often ended in violence]
perpetrated against union memberg
These remarks, which couldand leaders.”

have come out of the mouth ofa The CBC Ombudsperson,
fascist dictator, prompted severahowever, refused to intervene.

complaints. The National Union  More of O’Leary’s remarks are
of Public and Governmentin the new issue of Rebel Youth,

continued from page 4

Waldorf....

People'sVoice deadline$

February 15-28 issue: Thursday, Jan. 31
March 1-15 issue: Thursday, Feb. 14

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

continued from p. 10 Employees wrote that “Trade The campaign will also deman

unionists are beaten and murdereflill restoration of government
in many countries around thefunding to the CBC. In its early i)
world, simply because they believestages, the campaign so far features ®
n workers acting collectively to an online petition and some
mprove workplace conditions publicity information, with plans
3uch as pay, hours of work, healtho take it to the streets as well.

and safety, and job security. [...]
Mr. O’Leary’s wilful promotion

of contempt and hatred towards

Ellen Woodsworth stated. “But
(the Mayor) is not seeking to
address the underlying problem
of speculation, displacement, an
the ongoing loss of cultural space
in the city.”

Woodsworth pointed to the
impending eviction of the non-

=

Johan Boyden, General Secretary,
Young Communist League

profit W2 Community Media Arts o "La Peria Nuestra'
Society from city-owned space in 51 : % 5

the Woodward’'s complex. “The D It h : P 3{:}- Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouyes
city has not chosen to stand up for all ero... continued from p. 9 .E'-—'* o Clark Drtve (Clark and Georgia st)
the Pantages Theatre, the Ridge ;e concessions to the Dalits, leaders like Muggowal felt decgived % 510 Entry

Theatre, Red Gate, creative

industries displaced at 955 East by the mainstream nationalist leaders. Despite such differenges

goes to the credit of Muggowal that he did not support a religion

HastingS, orover 200 units of social based partition Of India in 1947 AL ron Muesira ks II'|I'-|l-\.I'\-|I'l_I al 20 ndividual trevadore=s win aFlginare
housing at Little Mountain,” added Even after freedom DaIits' continue to suffer caste basd c'jllllll gorves Lattin Arvies oo anel ow peshibe i Yancouyes, These Droyadhopes
L . S . . . are the Keepers of a mustcal bradldwm which begon with pioneers of Hhae

Woodsworth. . discrimination. Untouchability is still practised in many partg of “ sth T 1,“! m:“ _'_. S £ ..I SR _I. T
COPE arguesthatthe City does |, i jn accordance with orthodox principles of Hinduism, despith oy ) /17 s e porates T fpsdiiing e prain:
haVe the aUthority tO Utilize |ndia being a Secular Country Thousands ()f Da||ts are ’forC d t:(l)l iste anil ey A0 s fopmilation ks the essepce of o il sl culdure
rogressive land-use controls tq . . 0 o . : - vrpret b daily exgeression.. an expresabon with origne deep within La
prog IndU|ge in manual scavenging fora |IV€|IhOOd, In spite of claims Cf'I.|.'.'- flesiizn Criiaxesd roois] of Latin Aanerica - an expression of the exgsdo

restrict speculation and the
demolition of culturally signi-
ficant, historic, and affordable
spacese

developmentand progress. Mangu Ram’s legacy therefore should he
kept alive to stop oppression against Dalits. Let Muggowal be,, i1 1w
remembered both as a Ghadar and a Dalit actevist.

dRPTIE s

Vs pledizing toe a betder wisrklf

2 Trm*a N uestra

.. Friday, Feb. 22, 8:00 pm

"About Vancowwer's "La Trova Murstra

o ohanges within the continesat of Lat o Aamerea todas La Drova Muesirg

e ercounter Between o man. a FUEILA]
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Justice for Colombian political
prisoner David Ravelo!

visit the website above, or emailwho, by testifying, gained prevented from testifying at hishave come to David Ravelo’s
freedavidravelo@gmail.com orreductions in their sentencestrial. (See sidebar article for defense. In December, 2012,
atwhit@roadrunner.com.) Witness Orlando Noguerafurther details.) British parliamentarians den-
“This letter concerns David testified that the accuserstriedto “...The world is watching. ounced his trial and conviction.
Ravelo, who was arrested on Sepbribe him to corroborate their United Nations human rights We jointhese international human
14,2010. He is presently wronglystory. Over 30 withesses preparedpecialists and the Inter-Americarrights advocates. We call for justice
held by your government at Lato defend David Ravelo wereCommission of Human Rightsto be done, now.®
Picota Prison in Bogota. It was
announced on Dec. 11, 2012 tha

The complex struggle forsocialhe had been convicted of - -

justice and democratic freedoms'aggravated homicide” and Who ’S Da V’d Ra Velo ?
in Colombia continues on severakentenced to 18 years in prison. -

fronts. On one level, a difficultset “The pretext for David
of negotiations between theRavelo’s arrest and convictiongses
government and the FARCIs the allegation he participateo
insurgents has begun, with the goah the murder in 1991 of David
of ending the nearly five-decadeNunez Cala, Secretary of Publig
civil conflict. People’s Voice will Works in Barrancabermeja.f
carry further reports on this That charge is false. Davidfg

Information from the
Alliance for Global Justice
website, http://afgj.org.

prison conditions: foul sanitary
facilities, limited availability of
potable water, inadequate medical
services, and overcrowding. Many
political prisoners serve two to
three years without charges and

important process. Ravelo is innocent. He must be i F are then released.
Meanwhile, the Colombian released from prison. Both Mr. S22 ne b Prisons in Colombia are part of
state has not abandoned its policiRavelo’s family and his W Emws T, ¥ : | arepressive apparatus thatincludes

of repression against manycolleagues at the CREDHOS : . the army (with almost half a million
movements and individuals whohuman rights organization in 1 troops), resurgent paramilitaries,
carry on heroic efforts to achieveBarrancabermeja have long intelligence services, and police.
human rights, such as politicalbeen subjected to death threats War on leftist insurgents, labelled
prisoner David Ravelo. The Colombian government®== terrorists, propels harassment and
Ravelo is a member of must guarantee their safety. In Barrancabermeja, his homehis sentence reduced from 40 to noound-ups of unionists, journalists,
Colombia’s Regional Human “Yourgovernment's purposein city, David Ravelo is recognized more than eight years. teachers, indigenous peoples,
Rights Corporation and wasinflicting a long prison sentenceasaleaderinthe struggle forhuman At Ravelo’s trial, more than 30 Afro-Colombians, and leftists.
honoured by the Catholic Dioceseon David Ravelo, we suspect, wasights. He has led several high-defense witnesses were preventetihey are part of Colombia’s
of Barrancabermeja for his defensdo silence a recognized defendevisibility human rights groups andfrom testifying. In November political opposition, yet are often
of human rights. He was recentlyof human rights. David Raveloserved as a municipal and2012, it came to light that thecastasallies ofthe guerrillas, even
convicted to 18 years in prison forwas instrumental in publicizing departmental official. He is aprosecutor in Ravelo’s caseas “terrorists.”
whatis widely regarded as ashanabuses and violence inmember of the Executive William Pacheco Granados, had The internal state of siege is
trial by human rights organizations.Barrancabermeja at the hands o€ommittee of the Colombian been removed from his policelargely directed at clearing rural
The North  American murderous paramilitary criminals. Communist Party and in 2008 wadieutenant’s post in 1992 becauseareas for exploitation of natural
Committee to Free David Ravelo “Conductof Mr. Ravelo’strial honoured by the Catholic Diocesehe had participated in the forcedesources and industrial-scale
is canvassing for signatures on th&vas scandalous. The case against Barrancabermeja for 35 yearglisappearance of one individualagriculture, projects funded by
following letter to the Colombian him rested on accusations fronof human rights work. His efforts Under Colombian law, such foreigninvestment. Humanitarian
authorities. (For more information, two jailed paramilitary murderers were crucial to building popular criminal behaviour precludes himdisaster is palpable: rural poverty
awareness of participation byfrom serving as a public official, exceeds 60 percent, 30 percent of
paramilitaries and governmentsuch as, for example, publicchildren are chronically malnou-
troops inviolent crimes and humarprosecutor. David Ravelo’s caseished, five million Colombians
rights abuses. In response tads being appealed. are displaced from their land, and
pressure he helped generate, the David Ravelo has facedhundreds of thousands have been
government prosecuted andolitical persecutionformore thanmurdered or “disappeared” over
convicted several of them. two decades. He was imprisonedl0 years. Colombia’s income
On Sept. 14, 2010, Davidin 1993-1995 on charges lateiinequality in 2009 was the greatest
Ravelo was arrested. On Dec. 11shown to be false. Beginning inin Latin America.
2012, more than two years laterthe late 1990s, paramilitariestook The U.S. government, leery of
he was convicted of “aggravatedcontrol of Barrancabermeja. Sincdeftward drift in Latin America,
homicide” in the case of athen, he and his family membersregards Colombia as its chief
Barrancabermeja city official particularly his son David Raveloregional ally. With its Plan
murdered in 1991. Ravelo’sGutierrez, have regularly Colombia initiated in 2001, the
conviction rested on the testimonyexperienced death threats. U.S. government increased
of two jailed paramilitaries whose  International supportfor David backing for the military that has
crimes Ravelo had publicized. InRavelo is growing. British Parlia- been ongoing for half a century.
return for their testimony, the mentariansin 2010 denouncedhi§he U.S. has supplied over $8
witnesses gained reducedmprisonment and in Decemberbillion to expand the Colombian
Prisoner in the maximum security section of La Picota peers sentences. One, Mario Jaimef012, his conviction. army, police, and prisons. Some
through the window of his cell during a tour by journalists. Mejia - alias “El Panadero,” had InMarch 2011, United Nations falls into paramilitary hands. U.S.
rapporteurs on judicial processedroops and military contractors,
and on victimization of human armed with sophisticated intelli-
NE ws FOR PEOPL E rights defenders denouncedyence technology, join national
J “criminalization of David Ravelo.” forcesinanti-insurgent operations.
No T FOR PROF’ Ts [/ On Dec. 5, 2012 the Inter-The U.S. government controls
L American Commission of Human seven Colombian air bases.
Rights condemned repression The time now is crucial. The
against human rights defenders ifPatriotic March, a new and
Colombia including Mr. Ravelo. peaceful popular mobilization, is

I

[l In early December 2012, 13growing insize and vigor. Violent
[| European human rights groupsattacks aimed at repression have
I

I

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.
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issued a critique of Ravelo’sbhegun. And negotiations are
conviction, and two weeks laterunderway betweenthe Colombian
21 other humanrights, labour, andyjovernmentand FARC insurgents.
lawyers’ groups from Europe andThe U.S. government’s position is
the United States denounced hisighly uncertain.
conviction in a letter to the Members of the North
Colombian Attorney General.  American Committee travelled to
Also during that month, 30 Colombia recently to express

And we do more than that-we Name British and Irish parliamentarians,solidarity with Ravelo. In
report and analyze event s from a lawyers, and labour leadersBarrancabermeja, a nine-person
revolutionary perspective, helping Address released yetanother condemnatorgielegation met with Ravelo’s

statement. family and co-workers, as well as
Colombia’s prison population farmers in a remote area afflicted
= _ hasincreased by 30 percentduringy armed violence, political
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice, the current presidency of Juaractivists, and lawyers. Two
that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 Manuel Santos. David Ravelo isdelegation members visited David
every p age—in every issue! | o213 | One of 10,000 political prisoners.Ravelo in La Picota prison in
________________ Recent reports highlight abysmalBogota.e

to build the movement s for justice

and equality , and eventually for a Postal Code




