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* Feb. 1 rallies across Canada
* Quebec gears up for campus strikes
* Chilean students demand free education
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Block Enbridge 6 Why make this film?

Enbridge has a terrible record of ' Margaret Thatcher presided ovdr
oil spills - 804 over a ten-year Land grab Warnmg the destruction of the British
span. That's just one reason to Faced with growing demands to tackle economy and ruined the lives o
mobilize against the company's Aboriginal povertythe Harpefories millions of working people. So

plan to build an 100-km pipeline are instead moving to privatize the why bother to make a film
fromAlberta to Kitimat. historic land base of First Nations. humanising the "Iron Lady"?
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Ford administration suffers first big setback

to public assets like theatres and A truly mass movement sprung
zoos, affecting almost everyone inup almost overnight, starting in

The hard-right administration this city of 2.7 million. The public July after the KPMG audit and
of Toronto Mayor Rob Ford was rose up in horror, from the tradeproposed cuts. By September th
dealt a big setback on January 17inions to wealthy arts patrons angolls showed support evaporating
After months of protests by supporters of the library system.for Ford and for Councillors
community groups and labour,the  Committees were formed, backing his austerity measures.
city’s 2012 austerity budget wasincluding the “Stop the Cuts A campaign of petitions,
amended to add $19 million toCoalition”, with its 27 demonstrations, meetings, blog s
rescue three homeless sheltersieighbourhood affiliates, the “Oneemails, and phone calls to
three child care centres, schooloronto” coalition of arts and Councillors identified with the

By Liz Rowley

UBTAND 1-1 1
WENRRES iNB §AKRESS (0 TIRNRERT]

March 15, 2012, will be the 90th anniversary of the first issue of The Worker, which launched
the revolutionary working class press in Canada. During this year, we will print front pages from
The Worker, the Canadian and Pacific Tribunes, and other newspapers which are the predecessors
of People's Voice. The issue above, dated November 15, 1924, included front page reports
on a civic by-election campaign by socialists in Edmonton, banking amalgamations in Canada,
corporate attacks on railway workers, aradical strike by Belgian coal miners, and a successful

the aged, swimming and wadingwhich came together to saveclose supporters began to distang
for closure, contracting out, or deegthe children’s zoo, social housing,care and transit. The message was
children’s services, Ford’s budgetsubsidized child care spaces). There Ford and most of his Council Toronto. Ford played on theagitators”, dismissed as “the same
services, fromthe arts and librariesand in higher income areas. and the political representation‘the privileged fat cats in the Ford’s image was further eroded
2012: 90th anniversary of the working class press  paying the freight” frequent 911 calls charging
homeowners and small businessesharges of attempted murder and
| ATRMAIETION Raron AR RR oo ATUNEAT, ADTIUIES 1 . FTRURERD WENELY §f et e e e 1O CUE 62 bus routes and increasedght group of Liberals and some
and spaces, and other services imhe vote to allow the “lifeboat”
‘ Between Tudhope-Anderson Company (pens MONFY TRGT | Edmonton Bye-Eleclion Resuil is (1A HFHBN opposition to the budget. million from the 2011 revenue
i gy ‘N Nﬂ"ﬁ 5 ﬂ]\ Chief Mike Del Grande, and thearoar of support inside the packed
e notor could not see that their base Inresponse, the Mayor declared
They responded with ham fistedsaid he was resigning. In fact, it
her twitter following to stop the people, and fordemocracy. Partial,
fundraising dance organized by Vancouver supporters of The Worker. @ him as boorish and threateningpassed. Significant, because this
on the downtown elites.

nutrition programs, HIV/AIDS cultural communities, and thebudget started to get results i
programs, city-owned homes forindividuals and organizationsearly December. Some of Ford’s
pools, recreation centres, librarieslibraries, swimming pools, schoolthemselves from the parts of the
and other essential services slatedreakfast and nutrition programs budget dealing with libraries, child Rob Ford (at right) and allies Iook glumthese days (Photo Ed Bil)
reductions and big new user feesand child care centres (Toronto haslear: vote for cuts and yourmore conservative than in thebudget were slagged as
Dubbed by some as a war ora waiting list of over 20,000 for political career is over. downtown core of the old City of “communists” and “full-time
attacked everything from housingwas wide opposition to cutsto snovallies represent areas wherainevenness of services in the new00 people” by the Mayor and
to transit to health and socialclearing, especially in the suburbsservices were traditionally pooreramalgamated city, talking aboutBudget Chief.
downtown” versus “the hard by his encounters with the CBC'’s
working taxpayers in the suburbs‘Marge Delahunty”, by his wife’s
But Ford’s budget cuts had adomestic assault, and by his sister
big impact on the suburbs, whereand her boyfriend, who face
THE WORKER ‘ hadn’t bet on reduced servicespreaking into the Mayor’s house.
_OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CANADA y e bl only reduced taxes. The proposal AsJanuary 17 neared, a centre-
T — transit fares by 10 cents wouldTories joined with progressive
wurke s' c“m have hurtmostinthese areas. Mor€ouncillors to put together a
VE [] bapl a Is Bﬂ Iﬂ" limited access to childcare centreslifeboat” of important services.
hy JI]I """ I'he Ha“ks uf lh I I' Part the suburbs, highlighted themotionwas the first signal that the
inequity of existing services, andFord juggernaut could be stopped.
helped forge broad city-wide When the main motion to use $15
{ilensive lor Reduetion of Rall Wages Vielory for Communism and a But the Mayor, his brother surplus of $154 million passed by
thE Lines e e ”HHTEH&] 0Ll Fightng Labor Party Poliey (0., DEFEATE Councillor Doug Ford, his Budget a vote of 23to 21, itwas greeted by
L;-. wans e e Executive Committee of hand- City Hall chambers. It was a roar
il picked right-wing Councillors, did heard across the city.

e was narrowing, and oppositionhe’d won the budget fight, while
was growing all around them.  del Grande called it a defeat, and
attacks on opponents, starting wittwas a partial but very significant
Margaret Atwood, who called on victory for the coalitions and the
attack on libraries. Doug Ford’sbecause of the deep cuts and job
remarks about Atwood exposedand service losses that were
not the cultivated image of hard-fight showed many people they
working boys fromthe burbstakingcould fight and win, despite

The huge turn-outs to time-
limited public hearings on the see TORONTO, p. 11

PV launches call for May Day greetings

This year, the working classchanged. In particular, working This collective resistance is part
pressin Canada celebrates our 90ttass media such as ours remainf a wider fightback around the #

anniversary! Fromthe firstissue ofclosely linked with our readers.world, a growing rejection of
The Worker(March 15, 1922), Since we have no interest inimperialismandwar, andthe demanf MAY DAY 1201 :Z

through successor publicationscorporate backing, we relyforafuturebasedonpeace,equahll

such as th€anadianandPacific exclusively on the support of oursocial justice, and environmental
TribunesandPeople’s Voicsince subscribers and progressivesustainabilityPeople’s Voicgoes GREETING ADS
1993, we have challenged thanovements to survive. Thisfurther, openlyworkingtoachieveI

capitalist media monopolies,includes our annual Fund Drivea socialist Canada in a world fred . . . . .

overcoming many difficulties to (which starts on March 1), streetfrom capitalist exploitation and | To mark May Day 2012, People's Voice Y"‘“ print greetings

publish news from aworking classand store sales, and of course theppression. from %,IWldi rlasn_ge of la]il‘?“l’; aqﬂ {,’e‘ﬁ‘?l‘f §l;)rtga;lm€atlon: n

perspective. income generated by our annual In the coming year, we will I ac(:'l(l);s C?rlla;la. }[S‘;lée(’l;dll(i:ne‘}]':)r cgml:rgl-r:aflygdg‘;sﬁlsbe
Much has changed over theséMay Day greeting ads. continue to support labour April 20; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is

nine decades, especially the rapidly We want to thank the dozens ofstruggles large and small, in ever{ April 18. Please check with us about the format if your ad

developing platforms for all organizations which placed Maycorner of Canada. We will keep is being sent electronically.

information media. Back in 1922, Day greetings last year, and weexposing the criminal actions of]

the columns offhe Workemwere hope that they can place a similathe Harper Tories and their right Ad rates (based on 5 column page):

packed withimportant content andad for 2012. wing allies in the boardrooms an

-------------------\

analysis, but lacked visual and As our readers know, the Maylegislatures. We will celebrate th 1 En: ;IJn:ir:h- T mm——— -$E 1
graphic appeal. Since then, radicalFirstissue oPeople’s Voicdias a gains and victories of working I One column x 2 inches. ... $25 !
minded working groups have usedarge print run, for circulation at people andtheirallies,andcalifol | gna coumn x 3 inches. g2 |
a dazzling variety of bulletins, May Day events, picket lines,the tactics and strategies needg] I Two columns x 2 inches................. $a5 |
magazines, posters, radioallies, and other activities rightto build a broad, united, Canada I Two columns X 3 iNCheS......ovvveeeeeeeren.. $60 |
programs, cable TV shows to geticross Canada. From coastto coagtide movement for fundamentalI | Two columns X 4 iNCheS .........ccccovvere $75 |
our message to the public. Todayto coast, working people aresocial change. Two columns x 5 inches. ... $90

electronic media platforms arefighting back againstthe corporate Thecampa|gnforour2012MayI I Three columns x 4 inches $110 I
widely used, often reaching amuctassault and the vicious agenda dbay greetings will help us toll | Two columns x 7 inches. ... $130 |
larger audience. This includesthe Harper Tories. Greeting adsachieve these lofty ambitions. Wej I Three columns x 7 inches..........oo . $180 1

People’s Voicewhich is actually from a wide range of trade uniondook forward to receiving greetings
read by more people onlineand people’s movements help liftfrom your organizations, and w: 1 .
(www.peoplesvoice.ca, the spirits of those engaged inextend ourwarmestsolidarityagaﬁl Send greetings to People's Voice at:
peoplesvoice.ca Facebook pagejritical working class struggles atthis year! 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1
than in print! this difficult moment in Canada’s People’s Voice Editorial | E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

But some things have nothistory. Bureaue N o o o o o o e e e e e

\-------------_
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How B.C.’ s “family friendly” premier
attacks education and child care

Extracts from the Main d(awr} between a business cu.lturanq th(_e eyolution of education agurrent bargaining_ environment,expense after housing.
Political Resolution adopted with little respect for education an institution qf th_e people. the zero percentattltudeanq policy In 2008 there were 567,000
by the 39th BC Provincial and far less for_ ed_ucators and_the The skirmishes and of the government is pushlng thet_:h_lldren under the age of twelve
Convention of the needs and aspirations of Worklngengag_em_e_ntsfoughtby BCteacherBC _Te_zach_ers Federation towardd;w_ng InB.C.,and 358,000 ofthes_e
Communist Party of peoplg. _ are S|gn|f|cant anql courageouspolhspn in order to enforce chlldren’smothe_rswere|nthepa|d
Canada. held Dec. 3-4 in Business sees edupatlon as eflectedinthe publlqsuppor;theyeducatlon standards and recaptunaorkforce. Yetin 2011 th_ere are
VanCOU\’/er preparation for their labour have had and their victories in thestolen ground. only 97,000 licensed child care
requirements, the conditioning ofSupreme Court. The people, In 2010-11 there were 3,627spaces. The average provincial
B.C. Liberal Premier Christy Clark working class youth to whateverincluding organized labour with classes with over 30 students, irtostofinfantcare is $900 per month
claims to head a “family friendly” the present mode of production oteachers at the front, progressiveiolation of the School Act. Inthe and over $1000 in the Lower
government. But a look at theservice demands. school board members and thesame period there were 12,000ainland. According to UNICEF
realities of public education and Teachers and parents sesocialjustice movement, are lockedtlasses with four or more speciabnd the OECD, the worst policy
child care tell a different story.  education as a possible liberator, & a struggle over education foughineeds students, when the Actlimitapproach for child care is where
In1931the BC Tory governmentsocial institution expanding quality out over funding, or more preciselythe number to three. Who ispublic funds are delivered to
under pressure from the “businessf life and a quantity for social the lack of funding. The control of enforcing regulations and the ruleprivate providers through
community” funded a study onchange. public money is the hangman’soflawin BC? vouchers or subsidies for which
how to improve the provinces Inaperiodofrapidtechnological noose tightening around the school From 2001 to 2009 there werethere is little accountability. The
finances during the depressionadvancement and a general acuteoards and their ability to protectl76 school closures, more tharargestproportion of the B.C. child
The “Kidd Report” launched an crisis in capitalism, why should and deliver the wages and programany other period in B.C. history. care budget goesto such subsidies,
attack on education that was sillions be spent on educatingthe educational system needs. The government claim that theredirectly into the profits of private
odious and vicious that even thepeople who are basically surplus The massive transfer of moneyare 73 new schools is false. Fortyproviders who are increasingly
Tories could not implement it. labour? Why not design an elitistfrom the working population into seven were replacement schoolsnvading the market.
Nevertheless itwas admired by thesystem that can “cherry-pick” thethe corporate sector, accompanie@l4 were from the capital plans of The strongestchild care systems
BC “business community” and brightest for high tech needs, stedby a huge reduction in corporatethe previous NDP government anchare those that are publicly funded,
formed the bedrock of decreasedmmigrants trained at someoneaxes to keep it there, and incomenly four were proposed andowned and operated. “For profit”
funding, cutbacks and teachemrlse’s expense, introduce privatdax breaks for the wealthy, isinitiated by the Liberals. There ischild care is the poorest quality,
bashing that has guided the‘for profit” schools for the elite paralleled by equally massive cutno net gain, only loss. most costly and most inefficient. In
political agenda of the BC capitalistand downgrade the public systenbacks in funding for all social ESL student numbers are upB.C. the child care budget is only
class and their successive Sociads a holding apparatus for thos@rograms with health care andhe numbers of teachers needed 8300 million, of which $80 millionis
Credit and Liberal governmentsdestined for cheap manual laboueducation at the top of the list. service them are down. Speciafrom federal transfers. (The new
ever since. and “McJobs”. This whole Infiveoftenprovinces,teachersneeds students are up; teachersoffor BC Place cost$563 million.)
Except for a brief respite, far scenario is an attempt to roll baclare paid from $14,000 to $18,000are down. This is the pattern. ThelThe Minor Capital Grants that
from perfect, during NDP terms, the clock on the accomplishmentsnore than B.C. teachers who onceducation system needs morerovided upto$5000 foremergency
the battle lines in BC have beerof educators, primarily teachers were the best paid in Canada. In th&unding. K-12 funding from 1991 to and building maintenance were cut
the present, as a share of théo$2000in2009, andthenabolished
provincial budget, has droppedentirely. The Coalition of Child
approximately 11%. Ifthe corporateCare Advocates of BC proposes a
tax rate was restored to 2000 levelsCommunity Plan for a Public

VS B Ce n S u reS Iyi n g tru Stees there would be almost $2 billionto System of Integrated Early Care

any record around public educatiomot ditched by a newly-elected NPAzzir(]:iti(z)nn S%CI': ;r?gog;aurgzti%?%gg/ Ij[ﬁaernr:r;g d;hitf idht?lr de rsesnesarr:((j)t
issues, but Bouey was defeated. inajority. (Gregory later broke ranksf :

Inarare development, tworight-appears the NPA candidatesith the NPA over several issues.)
wing school trustees whosucceeded in part by mobilizing Opponents ofthe Board made
cooperated with homophobicamong fundamentalist groupsseriesofbizarreclaims,statingtha?:
groups during last November'swhich want to give parents thesex education is a tactic to raise overnmental agreementswould establish child care for as
civic election were held to account‘right” to remove their children governmentrevenuesfromthesal%ommittin to rovide%ccessible little as $10 per day. and free for
at the Jan. 16 meeting of thefromanyclassroominwhichLGBT of condoms, or that those Whoaffordablegchilrc)i care services Yef‘amilieswith gninco%:leoflessthan
Vancouver School Board. issues are discussed. objectto anti-homophobia pOHCiesaccordin to the OECD. of thé 14$40,000 per year

Vision Vancouver trustees Normally witnessed by a willbeimprisoned. develo gd countries’studied T'hegovernmént’sprioritiesare
supported a two-part motion byhandful of representatives from These forces are led by the anadzfis the worst provider o%clear and Christy Clark's famil
COPE trustee Alan Wong, topartner groups, this meeting waspokesperson for a group calle hild care services F()exce t inrhetoiric is a crueyl sham. For tr):e
reaffirm the Board'’s standing anti-packed. Among the defenders ofCulture Guard”, Kari Simpson, who Quebec). Child care fees in anadé:ommunist Party of BC th.iswillbe
homophobia policy, and to censurehe Board’s current policy were is connected with anti—choice,anti—are the hi hest in the world. and ire maior issue durin thé Mav 2013
NPA trustees Ken Denike anddozens of parents, studentsJewish and even fascist element%C thegsecond highest ’famil roviJnciaI electionog y
Sophia Woo for misrepresentingteachers, and community activistsSimpson even accuses the “Outin =" 9 yp
the Board’s policies. Many braved a deafening barragé&chools” program, which has done

This was the Board’s first of vicious insults from about 20 effective  anti-homophobia
meeting since the discovery ofopponents as they rose to speak teducation for many years, of NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN
YouTube videos showing Denikethe issue, despite efforts by VSB'inviting kids to porn parties.” . : :
and Woo speaking to groupschair PattiBacchustoencouragea Allofthis could be dismissed as| People’'s Voice Niagara Bureau
which strongly oppose measuresespectful discussion. the ravings of a handful, sincel | . . .
to protect gay, lesbian, bisexual, Clayton was one of the mosttrustees and parent groups have 1 he Niagara Health System mysteriously announced thal six
trans, and questioning youth (anchowerful speakers, calling onbeen deluged with messagep (0P managers are no longer working for the NH3ecause o
school employees) from the impacDenike and Woo to apologize todemanding to protect the anti] UnspPecified restructuring, despite the provincially appointed
of bigotry. The two NPAers told people impacted by their actions homophobia policy, but virtually | SUPErvisor explaining he is for transparency. The supervisor
their audiences that the VSB hasncluding the conservative none asking for its removal. was appointed after complaints about cutting local servicgs to
no special policy on LGBTQissues Christians towhom they lied about  But Simpson and her backerg MOVe them overan hour away to a P3 (public-private-partnerghip)
but that there was a “threat” alongthe VSB's policies. A secondary are pushing the demand for “parerjt N0SPital, over 30 patients dying from hospital-acquited
these lines posed by queer activiststudent won wild applause wherrights” to remove children from | Infections, and patients being asked to call 911 from withinjthe
like Vision Vancouver's Ryan she urged the NPA trustees tany classroom discussion of LGBT E\ospltal for care. o
Clayton and COPE trustee Janeesign. Former NPA trustee Eleanorelationships or sexuality. Cloaked * 1€ Ontario Ministry of Health is into its fifth year of ngt
Bouey. In fact, the Board's Gregory informed the crowd thatin rhetoric about “free speech” answering fowhy a for-profit company failed to build anearly
groundbreaking LGBTQ policy early in the 2005-08 term, she hacind “protecting cultural values,”| 100 10ng-term care bed facilityin Welland despite granting ajl
was adopted in 2004, and draftedirged Denike to help make sure thathis tactic aims to eliminate the| @PProvals, contributing to one of the longest waiting listg in

largely by Bouey, whois afrequentthe anti-homophobia policy wassecular and science-based contehtth® region. . . .
targety ofyright-v?//ing attacks.q P policy of public education, and to smast * CAW Local 523 steelworkers at Lakeside Steelin Wellandtéle

PV Vancouver Bureau
unding istied to generaltaxreformworking parents, but improved
Senior levels of government inwages and conditions for child care
anada have signed bothspecialists. The plan is a publicly
nternational and inter- funded, and operated proposal that

Denike and Woo have given waiting to learn the terms of a proposed buy-outjuyer unknown
because of a “confidentiality agreement”, after the union agre

concessions earlier last year.

*110 meat processing workers of UFCW Local 175 Wadosoff at

the end of a shift after the new owner decided to keep the busin

and machines but not the employees who had made the co

contradictory explanations for their|
claims on the videos. But they
were clearly trying to ride awave of
fear spread last year in
neighbouring Burnaby around tha
school district’'s new anti-
homophobia policy. The so-called
“Parents Voice” group of bigots
failed to elect any trustees in
Burnaby.

However, Denike was re-elected
in Vancouver - not surprising sinc
heis along-termtrustee. Woo wa

also elected, despite her lack oCOPE Trustee Allan Wong

the unions of teachers and othe
school employees.

The Jan. 16 motion adopted by
COPE's Alan Wong and the Vision
majority on the VSB is a powerful
statement on defending equality
in Vancouver schools. On a wide
scale, this episode points tg

struggles across Canada, as the

far-right forces which helped elect
the Harper Tories flex theirmuscles
Unity among working people and
their allies can defeat attacks by
noisy bigots, but this will take

r

pd to

€SS

pany

successful. The press release announcing the sale to the family-

owned chicken-processor said the company is committed to staying
in Ontario but said nothing about the layoffs, which one wotker

told reporters was a “total shock” and caused tears on the last|shift.
The sale was approved by a producers’ organization, Chicken
Farmers of Ontario, who said they expect the buyer to honour“the

relationships and contractual obligations” with growers, but were

silent about the workers.

vigilance and hard worle.
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EDIT ORIALS

2012: a critical bargaining year

“Labour unrest” will mark this year, according to the Confere

Board of Canada’s annual Industrial Relations Outlook report. Ih the

public sector, hundreds of thousands of workers are in bargai
orwill be soon. As afaithful tool of the ruling class, the Board arg
that “governments must explain their case to the media and pu
andthat Canadians are allegedly “fed up with paying public ser
$19,000,000,000 more ayear thanthey earnthemselves for perfg
the same jobs.”

Right-wing and even NDP governments hardly need such li
slam workers in both the public and private sectors. Time after

in recentyears, greedy corporate bosses have used their wealth and

power to hammer wages, pensions and working conditions;
Inco, U.S. Steel, and now Caterpillar are just a few examples.
rare, the lockout has become the favourite bargaining tool o
capital.

Union density in the private sector has been pushed doy
about 16% in Canada. Butthe public sector remains 70% unior
and the ruling class aims to crack this bastion of resistance to
agenda. This explains the barrage of corporate media lies abg
supposed “gravy train” for workers who provide a wide range of

public servicesto Canadians. The impending lockout of some 30,0

employees by Toronto mayor Rob Ford will be the next step in
all-out assault, but more attacks are coming. Another m

confrontation will be the struggle between the B.C. Liberal governipent

and the militant and well-organized B.C. Teachers’ Federation.
22,000 Alberta health care workers are on the hit list, which
longer by the day.

As the saying goes, workers must hang together, or we w
hanged separately. Without united labour resistance, 2012
become ayear of historic defeats. We urge the leadership of the
and the Quebec and provincial federations, to act now to build
against the bosses’ offensive.

Confusion from the Right

These are complex and turbulent times, a period in w
movements which take consistent stands in defense of wo
people are often relatively weak. Ultra-right forces posing
“progressive” sometimes take advantage to penetrate and m
the resistance against corporate domination.

One example in Canada is the badly misnamed “Radical P
website, which presents a mix of left analyses with a deadly do

hate propaganda. Under the rubric of “defending free speech |
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Solidarity can block the Enbridge
Northern Gateway pipeline!

énLaé/ The Joint Review Panel hearingsnajority in Parliament to impose Party has opposed the policy of

ini fothe Enbridge Northern Gatewaythe corporate agenda. Ultimatelyexporting unprocessed raw
NG) pipeline have become ablocking this pipeline will require materials, which strengthens U.S.
historic clash between two differentunited, massive, and militantimperialism and its Canadian
visions for the future of Canada. Ormobilizations. cronies, but fails to create jobs.
the one hand, the transnational The Enbridge projectis a directThe Enbridge project is another
energy monopolies and their right-attack on the national rights ofnail in the coffin of Canada’s
wing political backersare determinedAboriginal peoples along thedeclining domestic industrial and
lPo use any means available to wirpipeline corridor, many of whom secondary manufacturing base.
proval for this project, which have never ceded inherent For all these reasons, the
Sfijvguld make Canada even morendigenous title to their traditional Communist Party of Canada
il pendent on the export of rawlands and waters. By building thecondemns the Enbridge Northern
esrr,]aterials. Onthe other hand, a vagtipeline over the nearly unanimousGateway project. Instead, we call for
o E(?alition has er_nerged, bringingobjections o_f these peoples, the People’s Energy Pl_an, based on
thP gether Aboriginal peoples,Harper Tories and the energyseveralkey principles, including:the
Jesnvironmentalists,workingpeople,monopolies would render needforasustainable, conservation-

nic
ki

site posts the viciously anti-Semitic forg@mptocols of the Elders
of Zion the fascist rantings of Eustance Mullins, and similar g
trash. Not surprisingly, the Radical Press gives coverage to th

campaigns led by Kari Simpson and “Culture Guard” (see pade
In the United States, despair at the failure of the Obgma

administration to work for truly progressive change has opene
door for libertarian Ron Paul to attract support from some oppo
of the corporate agenda. But we must not be fooled into beli
that Paul's criticism of U.S. foreign wars translates into a progre
agenda. Much as Adolf Hitler gained support by attacking unpo

policies of the ruling class in Weimar Germany, Ron Paul seeks
channel working class anger into the divisive and reactiopar

politics ofimmigrant bashing, homophobia, and narrow national
The Ron Pauls and “Radical Presses” of the world do not offe
future beyond blind hatred. What we need instead is to expan

patient efforts to build broad unity around the immediate and Ipn

term needs of working people: jobs, democracy, social equ
global peace, protection of the environment.

rand even sections of the businessieaningless any future attemptstbased economy rather than
ommunity who understand thereach nation-to-nation agreementgxpanded exports of crude oil and
33§ ve environmental, economic andased on justice and equality.  other raw materials; full respect for
ocial dangers. Many opponents have warnedhe inherent rights of First Nations
i As the vast majority of of the strong potential for over their traditional territories and
en bmissions to the hearings haveatastrophic environmentalresources; public ownership of the
ingroven, the ENG prqject doe_s nodamage. This pipeline vyould beenergy[ndustry, asth_e mater.ial basis
Siv eet_the cntenalo!c being “required” constructed across1177 kilometregp rebuild C_anada’s industrial and
ul &nd “in the public interest.” Rather, crossing some 1,000 rivers, streamsanufacturing sector and to create
4 is intended to generate huge nevand bodies of water, bringing crudgobs.
?roﬁtsfortheoilandgasmonopoliesoil to load onto supertankersinthe We urge the labour and
<m The Communist Party of Canadanarrow Douglas Channel, one ofdemocratic movements to build
a stands in full solidarity with the the most environmentally fragileunited solidarity with the
rowing resistance to the ENGareas of the west coast. AsAboriginal peoples and
[an. The sleazy attempt by theEnbridge’srecord of 804 leaks overenvironmentalists, both to kill this
Iity_ arper _Tories to smear this_ broadhe past decade proves, t_heiangerous project, and to _discuss
Opposition as “foreign radicals” questionis not“whether” leaks will a genuine people’s alternative plan
and “billionaire socialists” has occur, but the frequency and scaléor the economic development of

tte
h

backfired. Rejection of the projectof such disasters. this country, based on people’s
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is becoming even stronger. The Eversincethe post-war Liberalneeds, not corporate greed!
decision by Gitxsan chiefs togovernmentadoptedthe so-called (Central Executive Com-
reverse aprevious claim of supportAbbott Plan”, vast resourcesmittee, Communist Party of
for Enbridge reflects the nearlywithinthe borders of the CanadianCanada, Jan. 23, 20123
universal view among Aboriginal state have been increasingly
peoples that the project is acontrolled by transnational ¢
disaster. The overwhelmingcorporations, effectively denying|
majority of submissions to thethe peoplesof Canadaany genui
hearings condemn the project, asovereignty over our economic
do most British Columbiaresidentsfuture. In this case, the projecl=
in opinion surveys. would fuel the greed-driven
Stephen Harper hopes to ranextraction of the sands, a procesk
the ENG project through bywhich has grave health
completely ignoring the views of consequences for the people
First Nations, the public andAlberta, and which contributes
environmental experts. Hisheavilytothedangerousescalatiol
government regularly acts in suchof global warming. |
a dictatorial fashion, wielding its  For decades, the Communis]
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The “fracking” danger in British Columbia

BC's shale gas production is Excerpt from the Policy Resolution adopted by the and environmental studies. Thehave to be produced using fossil
the na'tural gas eqqlvalent of 39th B.C. Convention of the Communist Party of massive extraction of natural gas |s§uells.. ThIS” puts the Whole_ self
Alberta’s tar sands oil. The BC Canada. D 4 2011, Si h he B.C touted as a clean fuel but thesufficiency” strategy of the Liberal
government has kept it under the anada, Dec. 3-4, - Since then, the B.C. govern- “fracking” method with its massive government in another light. The

radar by being very reluctant to ment has launched an online registry for oil and use of water and energy is just asnassive demand for power by the
discuss or deal with the massive  natural gas producers to disclose fracking fluid environmentally dirty as the targas industry will be a major factor
drain on water and energy this components 30 days after completion of a job. But sands. Presently most of the naturah the size of “sufficiency” that will
“fraqking” extraction process jge Foy, campaign director for the Vancouver-based gas is %ped ir:jto A]:Ibr?rta for thgge devheltl)dped and paid for by the
requires. . . . : ) energy demands of the tar sand$ouseholds.

The *“hydraulic fracturing” or Wilderness Cor_nmntee, raises wider (?oncerng,. The continent’s most harmful The “Clean Energy” posture of
“fracking” process was firstused  People have aright to know the chemicals being extraction of natural gas is beingthe Liberals is justan opaque guise
in Texas. It is a combination of pumped into the ground. But ... does the province of developed to support thefor dirty energy that could cause
extremely deep vertical drilling, British Columbia really want to go down this road?” continent's mostharmful extractionthe most serious damage to
horizontal drilling and the of oil. There are already approvecenvironment, contaminate water
introduction of massive amounts licensesto establish Liquid Naturaltables and completely ignore the

of high pressure water-sand-exploration in BC. The OGC was public or First Nations. Itwas “one Gas facilities so that it can berights of First Nations and the BC
chemical mixture to fracture the given extraordinary authority over stop shopping” and water permitsshipped by tankers to Asian marketgopulation. There is also the very
limestone shale and allow thea wide range of permits fromwere issued sometimes in one dayith much higher profits. real danger of stimulating
gases to escape. logging and road building oreven hours after application. To The spin-off problems of earthquake activity ortremors that
In 1998 the NDP governmentapprovals to the issuance ofstimulate and speed up natural gagracking” are potentially very could put thousands in danger.
created the "Oil and Gastemporary water withdrawal productionthe Liberalgovernmentdangerous. BC has no water Theexcellentreportreleasedin
Commission” (OGC)tooverseethecertificates. There was noin2003createdthe BC Oiland Gastrategy and whole areas of théNovember by the Canadian Centre
developmentof natural gas and oitonsultation required with the Development Strategy whichprovince have not been studied ofor Policy Alternatives has over
included incentives and theevaluated. The massive use ofifty pages of data. It contains over
investment of public funds for groundwater and surface water, iteighteen recommendations for
development of road contamination and disposal, thecontroland managementof natural
infrastructure, royalty reductionsunknown chemicals added to it,gas resources, but it does not call
to subsidize deep drilling, the release of methane gasses &ir nationalization and public
regulatory streamlining and oil andthe well-head and power demandsontrol, which is a must for the
gas sector developmentinitiativesthat are enormous will shape BC’sCommunist Party’s 2013 election
It is impossible to calculate howenvironment in the years to comeprogram. In the short term we will
much these gifts to the oil and gas Powerdemand alone willrequiremonitor the OGC and involve
Hema f @t i~ ] industry cost or how much the Peace River Damgo ahead anourselves in environmental or
+ absolutely free surface andperhaps one or two more. If thesesocial justice activities around the
groundwater was given under thedams are not built the power will“fracking” issue .®

temporary one year permits.

i The creation of the OGC was ¢
-
— — = reduction of oversightand atransfe T H E E CO N O M I C
Fracking has become controversial across North America. Seen  of authority from government
here are protesters in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. bodies who required consultatio

. DIVIDE
Many reasons to reject Northem Gateway o
By David Suzuki, Jan. 10, 2012 price of oil hasincreased our dollar'sgovernment has latched onto. Oi R I SI n g aware n eSS

value, and that has hurt the morean’tbe ethical or unethical. People . . .
The battle lines are drawn, andabour-intensive manufacturingand by extension the companie$ f I d
NorthernB.C.’s pristine wildernesssector, which relies on exports. Nothey own and operate or the O C aSS IVISlonS
is the latest front. With hearingsonly have hundreds of thousandgjovernments they represent, can
underway into the proposed $5.50f manufacturing jobs been lostbehave in ethical or unethicalways, F'0m CommonDreams.org
bi”ion, dual 1,172-ki|0m8tre overthe paStfeWyearS,CanadanaﬂJt a prOdUCt can't. The Pew Research Center has released a report that Suggests
Enbridge Northern Gatewayalso been missing out on The Northern Gateway project, about 66% of U.S. citizens believe there is a very strong conflict

pipeline prOjeCt to transport opportunities to jOin the boom in and much ofthe recentand pending between the rich and the poor today - a steep increase sincel2009.
bitumen fromthe Alberta tar Sand$rOdUCti0n of reneWabIe'energytar sands expansion, will help Many Suggest that this shift is due to recent grassroots orga izing

to Kitimat and technology. companies owned by the| sychas Occupy Wall Street, which has drawn attention to ecorfomic
imported And when we government of China dig up the| inequality in the United States.
condensate to Other buildinfrastructure bitumen and send it there forl  Conductedin December 2011, the Pew survey of 2,048 adultfinds

dilute it from the

suchas pipelinesto refining and use. The ethical oilf that 66% believe there are “very strong” or “strong” conflicts
coast back to

( VOICeS support the fossil folks admit that China is a police| petween the rich and the poor - aniincrease of 19 percent since{2009.
Alberta, the fossil raa fuel industry, we state, so why do they suppor{  Notonly have perceptions of class conflict grown more prevalent;
fuel industry and ) ) increase the selling them our industry and| so, too, has the belief that these disputes are intense. According to
its supporters have stepped up thimcentive to use fossil fuels for aresources? Canadian tar sandsthe new survey, 30% of Americans say there are “very stfong
rhetoric. Environmentalists andlonger t|me and deCI’ease th@ompanies a|SO dO busineSS in theConﬂicts” between poor peop'e and rich peop'e_ That is doubl
people in tOWhS, rural areas, andncentives to inVest in C|eanerC0untrieS tagged by the ethical Oi proportion thatoffered asim”arviewin Ju'y 2009 and the |argest hare

First N.ations C(.)mmuniti.e.s inB.C. energy. folks as be_ing U_netnica.l - oftenin expressing this opinion since the question was first asked in 1987.
have lined up in opposition. Industry adherents have comepartnership with state-owned| |n the public’s evaluations of divisions within U.S. socity,
I's not just about potential up with many arguments companies. conflicts between rich and poor now rank ahead of tensions between

damage from an oil spill along thesupporting the Northern Gateway The anti-American conspiracy immigrants and the native born; between blacks and whites| and
pipeline route or from a supertankeproject. Some have more holes thatheories are even more absurd. Sayifghetween young and old. Back in 2009, more survey respondents said
plying the precarious fiords andan oilfield. that opposition to the Northern| there were strong conflicts between immigrants and the nativelborn
waterways along our northern Take the jobs argument. EverGateway is a plot by U.S. funding| than said the same about the rich and the poor.
coast - as critical as those concerngnbridge admits that most wouldagencies to protect America’s| “Income inequality is no longer just for economists,” said RicHard
are. The largerissues are about oue in short-term construction work.access to Canadian oil is just idioti¢ \orin, a senior editor at Pew Social & Demographic Trends, which
continued reliance on polluting Only about 35 to 40 long-term jobsin light of the fact that many of the| conducted the latest survey. “It has moved off the business pages
fossil fuels and the economicwould be created at the Kitimatsame groups and funders als9into the front page.”
impact of rapidly exploiting and marine terminal, with some oppose the Keystone XL pipeling  The perception of class conflict surged the most among White
selling our resources and resourcadditional jobs in pipeline projectthatwould carryoilfromthe| people, middle-income earners and independent voters. But if also
industries. maintenance. Ithardly seems worttiar sands to Texas. It's odd to Sep jncreased substantially among Republicans, to 55% of those pplled,
It's about Canada’s nationalrisking tens of thousands of jobs insuch anti-Americanism coming from up from 38% in 2009. While the Republican party has railed aghinst
interest. With lax royalty structurestourism and the fishing industry,conservatives who apparently the concept of class divisions, some presidential candidate ho
and massive subsidies to the fossamong others, for a few short-termsupport Communist Chinal have jumped on this shiftin public attitudes, such as Newt Gingrich’s
fuel industry, not to mention andevenfewerlong-termpositions. The only real argument for| truthful (but certainly hypocritical) accusation that Mitt Romney is
foreign ownership of tar sands Most economic benefits from Northern Gateway is that it will [ 3 “rythless corporate raider.”
operations and lobbying by foreignincreased tar sands productiorincrease profits forthe oilindustry,|  The survey attributed the change, in part, to “underlying shifts in
companies, Canadians are notvould go to the companies andand hand over more of our| the distribution of wealth in American society.” The U.S. Census
enjoying the real benefits of our oiltheir shareholders, including firmsresources and the associatedgyreau says that the share of wealth held by the top 10 percentof the
industry. In fact, increasing fromthe U.S., Korea, and China. Inprofits and jobs to China. The population increased to 56%in 2009, from 49% in 2005, a startling shift
reliance onthe tar sands is hurtindact, state-owned PetroChinaarguments against it are sq in just four years. )
other sectors _of thg economywhich already operates in the tanumerous we’ve barely toucheq ‘However, the report also notes that while 46% of respondents
manufacturing in particular. sands, has just bought 100 percerthem here. agreed that most rich people “are wealthy mainly because they know
Thanks to the government'sof the MacKay River project. (Written with contributions | the right people or were born into wealthy families,” another 43% say
support for the fossil fuel industry,  The “ethical oil” argumentis so from David Suzuki Foundation wealthy people became rich “mainly because of their own hard Work,
ours is a petro dollar that rises anébsurd as to be hardly worthEditorial and Communications | gmbition or education®
falls with the price of oil. The high mentioning, but it's one the Specialist lan Hanington®
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Nay:\"\"/:\\d &1 -\ Block the Tory anti-Aboriginal agenda!

on reserves and uncededlass, which built its fortunes
indigenous territories. Any hopethrough the seizure of Aboriginal
of receiving sufficient lands and the exploitation of
compensation for economicimmigrantlabour.
! p— : |8 developmentontheirterritoriesto  The Communist Party of
The news of shocking living| | = O, substantially improve living Canada condemns the anti-
standards in  Aboriginal | & § il Wiy vl standards will be lost in a madAboriginal policies of the Harper
communities such as Attawap{. scramble to profitfrom uncheckedTories, including the plan to
iskat, where deteriorating housing privatisation. We can expect aeliminate Aboriginal title and other
conditions have forced members N - 1 - repeat - on a larger scale - of théenherent national rights. The
ofthat northern Ontario communityft ' - BEs =5 S amm Y| shameful theft of MEtis lands in historic injustices imposed on
to survive intents for many months == ' ' R Manitoba and SaskatchewanrAboriginal peoples in Canada
reveals yet again the genocidg during the 1800s, carried outonthenust be redressed immediately
impact of Canadian racism andg* basis of unscrupulous tactics sucland substantively, starting with

Statement by the Central
Executive Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada

colonialism. It has always bee as the issuance of “scrip”. decent housing, clean water, jobs
Canada’s dirty secret thatDeplorable housingon Attawaplskat First Nation The Attawapiskat scandal alsoand education, not alienation of
Aboriginal peoples face abysmal extends to the racist tactic oftheirterritories. We demand a just

housing, contaminated drinkingof Aboriginal peoples from real millions to buy off so-called “oversight” by “capable solution to the national question,
water, high unemployment andequality, by denying theirinherent“Aboriginal spokespersons” who managers” appointed by theincluding a new constitution
incarceration rates, and poomational rights within the allegedly support plans for suchHarper Tories, for an enormousbased on the equal and voluntary
educational standards both on antramework of the capitalist projects. The opponents of thefee. The outrageous argumentthatartnership of the Aboriginal
off-reserve. Ever since Canadawa€anadian state. pipeline and other resourceAboriginal peoples are incapablepeoples, Quebec and English-
colonized by the European powers, The assimilationist agenda isprojects are already being accusedf managing their own finances isspeaking Canada, guaranteeing
poverty has been imposed on thelearly seen by the Harper Toryof being “unpatriotic” - a charge certainly refuted by the reality thatthe full protection of inherent
occupied Aboriginal peoples. Thisgovernment’s announcement thatvhich is ludicrous, coming from a the Harper government plans toAboriginal national rights and the
policy is no accident; it is the Aboriginal lands will be partywhichisinthe pocketofU.S.wastenearly $500biliononmilitary right to  genuine  self-
inevitable outcome of the seizuretransformed from the collective energy giants and an eager lapdogurchases over the next 20 yearsletermination, the rightto consent
of traditional territories and property of First Nations into forYankeeimperialismontheworld Itis notthe Aboriginal peoples over any change in their
resources by the imperialistprivate property for sale on thestage. who drove millions of CanadiansConstitutional status, and the
powers, and the ensuing capitalistapitalist market. Essentially, the The sale and break-up ofinto poverty and unemployment,right to accelerated economic,
domination of North America.  Tory plan is to eliminate the Aboriginalterritorieswillenricha orwho sold out Canada’s industrysocial and national development.
In recent decades, Canadiaoncept of Aboriginal title, a wealthy handful, atthe expense ofind sovereignty for a quick buck.This is the real lesson of
politicians have consistently Constitutional communal right the vast majority of those who live That was the act of our own rulingAttawapiskat.e
refused to make it a priority todeeply linked to indigenous
improve Aboriginal living culture, thus removing an
standards. Small steps towardémportant barrier to unchecked 24
allowing First Nations to addresscorporate exploitation of large etIS an Case goes to
their urgent needs are invariablyareas of Canada.
followed by refusals to live upto  Given the track record of this
treaties and campaign promisesgovernment, such as its Su reme ‘ Ou rt Of ‘ an ada
The scrapping of the Kelownadestruction ofthe Canadian Wheat
Accord by the Harper Tories wasBoard over the objections of prairie
justone cynical example. The land$armers, legislative measures will An historic court case is Canada failed to fulfill its the 7,000 children living at the
and waters of Aboriginal peoplesfollow, disregarding the views of examining a 140-year disputeconstitutional obligation to the settlement. That distribution was
remain a source of vast wealth forAboriginal peoples, or even courtbetween the federal governmenMétis and their children.” Such adelayed for more than a decade
transnational corporations, whiledecisions which are unfavourableand Manitoba’s Métis, who declaration would likely lead to and about 1,000 of the children
the people themselves suffer Thirdo the Tory agenda. believe promises made to Louidand-claim negotiations. never received any land. In many
World levels of poverty. In fact, Aboriginal and non- Rielwere neverfulfilled. Thecase “This case represents thecases the land that was
The treaties signed by Firstaboriginal opponents of the landgoes back to 1869-70, when Johmnfinished business of eventually handed out was
Nations with Britain were privatization plan will face A. Macdonald's Conservative Confederation. The Métis’ strongchosen by lottery, and was often
presented as “guarantees” of theccusations that they aregovernment promised land forsense of community shaped thdar from their traditional family
status of these nations. Theéterrorists” or “anti-Canadian.” 7,000 Métis children from the Redwest. Now is the time to tell theland along the Red or Assiniboine
Canadian Constitution givesThe moves taken by PM Harpemiver Settlement, which was ledMétis story,” David Chartrand, Rivers.
formal recognition to the First after he assumed office in 2006 tdy Riel. president of the MMF, said in a Meantime, non-Métis settlers
Nations, Inuit, and Métis asspy upon any Aboriginal The land deal was part of thestatement. were lured by the promise of free
Aboriginal peoples, and the Unitedopposition to his policies is aManitoba Act of 1870, whichwas Tom Berger, the aboriginal land for homesteaders, and the
Nations Declaration on the Rightschilling reminder that his the agreement that ended the Redghts lawyer who will represent Metis were marginalized. As many
of Indigenous Peoples - signed bygovernment will stop at nothing to River Rebellion and paved the waythe MMF, said the case representas half the Métis population
the Harper government after yearsmear and undermine critics, andor Manitoba to enter into anopportunityto correcta historicactually left Manitoba as a result,

of foot-dragging - backed thiseven to criminalize their legal Confederation. wrong. the MMF suggests.
recognition with a degree ofactivities. “The argument is that Ottawa “It'simportantforustogetright  “A lot of our people went into
international legal force. Behind the impending attemptfailed altogether to fulfill the with our history,” Berger told the hiding,” Chartrand said. “Some of

But this status is not matchedto scrap the historic collective constitutional obligations to the Canadian Press. “We have tahem, if they were white enough
by true self-determination overownership oftraditional Aboriginal Métis it assumed in 1870 whenremember our history and we haveand spoke French, they said they
traditional territories. Instead, theterritories is the hand of theCanada and the Métis negotiatedo remember that the Métis didn’twere French-Canadian so they
main direction of the Canadiantransnational resourcethe entry of Manitoba into goaway. They're still here.” could protect their children.”
ruling class has been to assimilatenonopolies. As seen in the driveConfederation,” states the The Métis, whofirstlaunched AccordingtoaMeétislegalteam
Aboriginal peoples, to pretend thatto build a pipeline to bring tar sandsManitoba Métis Federation their lawsuit 30 years ago, arguavhich spent two years doing
“everyone is equal” in Canadaoil to the west coast via the(MMF). that Macdonald’s governmentarchival research, statements by
today. This process inevitablyNorthern Gateway pipeline,these The Métis are not seekingassumed responsibility toMacdonald and his Quebec
leads to the permanent exclusioorporate forces will spenddamages, but are instead askingppropriate 1.4 million acres oflieutenant George-Etienne Cartier

the Supreme Courtto “declare thatarmland, and then distribute it toprove their claimis legitimate.

On May 2, 1870, Macdonald
told the House of Commons that
the grant was “for purposes of
settlement by their children.” Two
days later, he reiterated that “No
land would be reserved for the
benefit of white speculators, the
land being only given for the actual
purpose of settlement.”

A year after that, Cartier said
“Untilthe children came of age the
governmentwere the guardians of
the land, and no speculators would
be suffered to get hold of it.”

That sentiment was echoed by
the government of Alexander
Mackenzie, who succeeded
Mackenzie.

George Gordon First Nation

files legal action

A $10 billion lawsuit has been filed by the George Gordon Firs |
Nation in Saskatchewan. The suit alleges that the federal ar |
provincial governments improperly denied it access to billions o |
dollars worth of potash and oil and gas lands during the Geor¢
Gordon Treaty Land Entitlement Settlement Agreement proces:
The agreement was signed by all three parties on Aug. 11, 2008

“The general tenor of the lawsuit is that George Gordon Firs
Nation, like many First Nations in Saskatchewan, are still owed lan
by Canada and Saskatchewan and before disposing of valuable
and gas or potash lands to third parties,” said Jeffrey Rath, an Albel
lawyer, who is representing the First Nation. “There’s an obligatior
on the governments to find out from the First Nations whether the
are interested in acquiring those lands first, which they did not do.

Part of the Treaty Four group, George Gordon First Nation i The Supreme Court of Canada
located near Punnichy, 110 km. north of Regina. It has an on-reser Fouir—ig agreed to hear the case after the
population of 1,000, and about 2,000 more members living off- MMF lostits bid in provincial court,
reserve. Louis Rieland associates in Red River Settlement (1870), sketch  as well as a subsequent attempt in

by C. W. Jefferys. the Manitoba Court of Appea®
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Student protests planned on 50 campuses

S : percent per year for the next thre®0.2% of principal to be repaid onactivistand Ontario organizer ofthethe sovereignty and self-
pecial to PV . . . AR .
years, while operating grants tothe average student loan, over th¥oung Communist League, tolddetermination of nations.
Confronting skyrocketingtuition universities will be cut by three standard ten-year period. People’s Voice. “Corporations wantParticipants considered ideas like

fees and rising student debt, the@ercent for 2012-13, meaning “The fight for public education an educated workforce, but theythe Post-Secondary Education Act
Canadian Federation of Studentstudents will be paying more andin Canada is part of a global effortaren’t willing to pay for it through which would extend the principles
will hold a cross-Canada day ofgetting less; to maintain education as a basigrogressive taxation. And this isof the Canada Health Act to
action for accessible education orf Quebeg where mobilizations right for all,” Duboise says. not just an issue for the studentseducation.
February 1st. Actions are expecte@gainstthe Charest Liberals will be‘Around the world, governments Access to education is a broad “We fully supportthis proposal,
on over50 campuses from Van taking place at the same time aare tabling “austerity’ budgetsclass issue hitting hard at workingwith the caveat that Quebec and
couver Island to Newfoundland, hundreds of thousands of studentsontaining massive cuts to postpeople, unemployed youth,the Aboriginal nations must have
including mass rallies in Ottawa,vote on a mass strike for accessibleecondary education and otheAboriginal and racialized control overtheir own education,”
Toronto and other cities. education (see below); public services.” communities, and women.” said Johan Boyden, leader of the
“The Education is a Right * Ontario - the province withthe  InCanada, accordingtothe CFS, The Young CommunistLeagueYCL. “More generally, we need a
campaign is the expression ohighestfeesinthe country at$6,640uition fees for university studentswill be mobilizing for the fundamentaltransformationofthe
students’ collective vision for a average undergraduate tuition will hit record levels this year in demonstrations and promoting theeducation system, a sharp break
well-funded, high-quality, public where hundreds of thousands ofmost provinces. During 2011 Charter of Youth Rights campaignwith the current “corporate greed
post-secondary education systerstudents in need of aid are beingindergraduate tuition feesto unite progressive youth behindmodel’ of increasing two-tier
that builds a fair, and equitableleft outofthe new McGuinty Liberal increased by 4.3% to an average dfghting demands, Garvie said. Theelitism, P3 privatization, for-profit
society” says Roxanne Duboisetuition grants; $5,366. Thisis a shocking 509 pelY CL just concluded a successfuland military research, while millions
CFS Chairperson. * Manitoba, where the average cent above inflation over the laststudent conference in Montrealof working class youth are left out
The campaign follows “12 days student will accumulate $19,000 oftwo and-a-half decades. At thewith about thirty campus activistsin the cold.
for public education”in Decemberdebt to complete their post-same time official youth and friends, stressing that mass “If capitalist Norway,
which saw Ontario students deliversecondary education and theinemployment is fluctuating struggle and cooperation betweeVenezuela, and even poor socialist
the provincial government 30,000Selinger NDP government isbetween14.5and 18 percent, whilthe students and otherCuba can afford free tuition then
“gifts” in the form of petitions.  increasing tuition; minimum wages across the countrynovements, especially labour, isso can Canada,” Boyden said. “If
The CFS will highlight attacks * British Columbia, where are well below the poverty line. the only way forward. the Harper government can waste
on education across the countrystudents pay more in tuition than A joint statement by the “Despite the economic crisis, anearly $500 billion on the Canada
such as: corporations pay in taxes, but theCommunist Party and the YCL militant, united and coordinatedFirst Defence strategy, then this
* Nova Scotia,where the NDP Clark Liberal government chargesexpressed full support of the CFSstruggle across the country byclearly a question of political
government just announced thathe prime interestrate plus 2.5% orslogan “education is a right” andstudents and their allies can win"priorities. The opinion polls all
tuition fees will increase threestudent loans, adding an extrdor the student actions. Thesaid a YCL statementissued atthehow majority support to freeze
statement calls for all students teend of the conference. The evenand reduce tuition and strong
step up their struggles againstlso looked at the need to link thesupport for total abolition of fees.”

u e bec St u d e n tS tuition increases and reactionarystruggles of Quebec students and Boyden added that students
governments, especially thethoseinEnglish-speaking Canadanust “escalate and expand the

° Harper Conservatives. and discussed the fundamentainovement with large and visible
ea r u fO r antl - “All young people are facing a problems presented by theactions- workingto create abroad,
g p corporate steamrollerinthe form ofCanadian constitution in regardspowerful and militant unity that

tuition fees,” Drew Garvie, astudentto post-secondary education, andgannot be ignored

tuition strikes
PV Montreal Bureau Vn:iétw/gl;:eﬁgnsulting the broader Student prOteSt S Shake Ch | Ie

Québec students are In Québec, studentunions holg
campaigning against the Charestampus-wide general assemblie
Liberal government’s 75%tuition several times a year to decidg
fee hikes. Successful actions havémportant strategic and policy
been building across the provincequestions. Student unions arg
and a major student strike on theaffiliated into three major groups -
national-level is expected thisthe left-wing Association pour une
March, shutting down campusessolidarité syndicale étudiante
in all big cities and regions of (ASSE), and the Fédération
Québec. étudiante universitaire du Québe

Strike votes will be take place in(FEUQ) and Fédération étudiantg
early February. Full-time studentcollégiale du Québec (FECQ). Therg:
tuition in Québec is increasing byis also a much looser organizeq
over $1600, in additionto extrafeesTASQ and a large number of
charged on campus. unaffiliated or independent

Since September students havstudent unions.
been holding a series of escalating “Students are angry and
actions, building pressure againsbptimistic,” Marianne Breton

)

The past year and a half has who were left kicking stones,” offices of the Communist Party
seen significant studentsaidstudentleader CamilaVallejoof Chile. A government official
resistance inthe streets in Britainvho is also a member of the Centralweeted about Vallejo: “Kill the
and Ireland, across Europe andcCommittee of the Young bitch and the pack falls apart.|
the US, as well as North Africa Communists of Chile. The demonstrations hav
and the Middle East. But one of In August, a political strike was taken place on a backdrop d
the most significant struggleslaunched on the national level byindigenous land reclamationg,
overeducationisin Chile, againsiabour, calling to replace theenvironmental protests againg
the right-wing government of Pinochet-era constitution with adamming of Patagonian rivers
billionaire president and protests by gay
Sebastian Pinera. and lesbian activists

Most basic and earthquake victims,
secondary schools, and andthe homeless an
most universitiesin Chile the poor against high
have been privatised. gas prices. “This is
Even public universities no movement that

A%

—

—

[

. . charge large fees. The comes of
the 90\{[er(51m(int. Stome carnpuseSontame, leader of.thﬂgdue de l% | state dedicates less tha spontaneity,” Vallejo
saw students staging “papelfeunesse communiste du Qué ef.504 of Chile’s GDP to told e

tsr'iorms dafter]c %z_il?/mg tU|t|:)hn, aS}:oIdt F_’eoplc—_:"f (;/;nceNBretorE) education, leaving newspapevoz “It's

ffom campusbalconies ke confettal stadent union meeting which| SL0eqs and families to been developing ove
. - 0, 1 . . .

Students also built a brick wall agreed on a basis of unity arounl b 75% of education chilean studentleader Camila Vallejo many years based on

overnightinfront of the minister of ible educati d al costs. NEIGHERREMEN S,
a : . accessioleé education, and also a Not surprisingly, debts affect new charter guaranteeing freghe Chilean studentmovement|”
education’s  office  door, new coalition uniting ASSE with

highlighting blocked access toseven other student unions 70% of all university s_t_udents, qual_i_ty _education. R_epeated “Not since the days of
dguczgtion 9 “Alread .h and most from poor families dropmobilizations saw 82 unions walkZapatistas’ Subcomandan
€ o ready Some campuses havg o - \onthly fees range from out. Santiago ground to a halt withMarcos has Latin America bee
The most significant protestvoted yes, but the FEUQ appears ¢4 14 $840 CND; the averagel00,000 in the streets. so charmed by a rebel leade
was ademonstration of over30,0080 be working on its own strategy,| onthiy salaryin Chileisalitle  “The truth is | do not know the UK newspapefThe Guardian
in the streets of Mr(])ntrﬁal. E\l/)enelectlng _tfle natlonalls_t Partl over $1,000. difference between the politicalanchas written. Vallejo is currentl
some campuses that have eeQL‘liebecms, Breton Fontaine s_a_|d Protests started in July 2011 social, when social organisationsVice-president after anothe
shyofm|]|tantmoblllzatlonjomed In the electoral struggle ISTLIS | \yhen miners shut down statetealise thatthe currentinstitutionalleftist (united with right-
in. McGill students returned to not the PQ but Quebec solidairg yneq Codelco copper mines tdramework cannot resolve the bigwingers) defeated her in th
occupy the president's office andthat is closest to the demands df ) qtest privatization and demandssues of our country, such as thetudent federation’s presid
were violently forced out by riot the students, but at any rate this pioher nay and benefits in light subject of education,” Communistential vote. In January it wa
police. , _guestion Wll,l,malnly be deqldgd oNl of record global copper prices.Party presidentand MP Guillermoannounced she was releasing a
The demo was the first unitedthe “streets, Sr,‘,e sa|.d_, PoINting 14 e miners walked out on theTeillier said. book of interviews and may b
student march since 2005 whenhe “Red Hand" coalition (labour, 40th anniversary ofthe Salvador A few days later, 600,000the Communist Party’

Québec students rallied with thenousing and other social activists}  jjende government's nation- marchers turned outin a country otandidate in Chile’s Presidentid!
labour movement for severalaswell as many students) which i$

weeks. shutting down high calling f litical strike | alization of Chile’s mining sector, about 15 million. elections.
ol ool 9 dun 'tg gafmg orfa pb(l)'l ical strike f'n joined by 7,000 students and Intothe falland winter, students  “We do not want to improv
SChoo's, Colieges and universiiesgerence of public SErvices, 11 o achers, held negotiations with the the actual system, we want

as well as the port of Montreal, inhealth care and education, angl
the largest education mobilizationprogressive taxation. “Connecting
in Canadian history. That protestas many people as possible, linkin
halted large fee increases until nowstudents’ demands with broade
although it also createdsocial-economic issues - like the
controversy, when one block ofausterity budget and economig
student unions broke unity tocrisis - thisis the way forward,” she
negotiate a compromise deakoncludede

“We believe that the key to agovernment, as well as hungeprofound change -to stop seeirjg
successful student movement istrikes, occupations, disruptionseducation as a consumer good,
) [...]tointerweave social networksof the Senate, and many moreo see education as arightwhefe
with the people, the workers, withpeaceful demonstrations, ofterthe state provides a guaranteq,”
social organizations, the tradefacing police water cannons, teaVallejo says. Student action
unions, and with the youth whogas, beatings and hundreds oére now building in Argentin
did notmake itinto the University arrests. Neo-fascists also burntthand Colombiae
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

_ involved. front of Casa Presidencial, in i i government fears angry
COId bI_OOded . “Scott Walker and his southeastern San José’'s Zapot WaZ|_un|(_)ns opposition. Protest marches of
murder in Colombia supporters tried to demean andlistrict, over the raise proposal,keep f|ght|ng around 1500 people were held April

marginalize recall circulators, butwhich is the equivalent of 33 cents 12-14 last year, against wage cuts
In the latest murder of a tradein Wisconsin winter, an army of per day. Workers are asking fora Swaziland’'s major labour inthe education sector. Many trade
unionist in Colombia, Mauricio more than 30,000 Wisconsin-bornwage hike equivalent to 4.16federations, the Swazilandunion participants were
Redondo, 36, and his wife, Janetland-bred recall volunteers took topercent of their salaries, based oNational Association of Teachersintimidated and beaten during or
Ordonez Carlosama, were shot ostreet corners, malls, places oR012 inflation rates calculated by(SNAT), Swaziland Federation of after these actions.

Jan. 17 intheirhome inthe southermvorship, dinner tables andthe Central Bank. Trade Unions (SFTU) and the During the Global Week of
department of Putumayo. sidewalks to take their state back,” In November, a governmentSwaziland Federation of LabourAction on Swaziland, from Sept. 1
Redondowas a provincial leadeihe said. decree reduced unions’ power tqSFL), have written to Prime to 6, 2011, demonstrators were

of ICEM Colombia affiliate Union ~ Petitions were also submittednegotiate public workers’ salariesMinister Barnabas Sibusisobeaten, and supporters from South
Sindical Obrera (USO) and both heon Jan. 17 to recall the lieutenanby granting the Budget Authority, Dlamini demanding that unless heAfricaand Zimbabwe were arrested
and his wife were activists in agovernor, Rebecca Kleefisch, anc government agency,withdraws Circular No. 1 of 2010, and deported. In October, the
community group that advocatedfour Republican state senatorsdiscretionary power to makethey willengage in arolling strike police even banned a prayer vigil
for better working conditions, unilateral salary decisions. Unionaction. The circular gives massiveprior to a day of protest, on the
environmental stewardship, and members have responded byerks to politicians hand-pickedpretext that a permit was needed.
labour and human rights in the planning protests to demand bettepy King Mswat I11, while working

booming oil and natural gas fieldg raises and more negotiating powerpeople face pay cuts, staggeringD | ctators g 0

of the Putumayo basin. Four day “We're working on an action unemployment (over 70%), and one .

before the killings, Redondo wag plan, (and) everything is set for aof the highest rates of HIV petter with Coke

an active speaker in talks to opef strike (on Jan. 25) in front of theinfections in the world.

public protests over these issueg. Labor Ministry at 2 p.m.,” Rerum  The latestletter reads: “Itismore Coca-Cola has been accused of
According to initial reports, two Novarum Workers Confederationthan 12 months since we called fopropping up one of Africa’s most
gunmen wearing work uniforms of President Rodrigo Aguilar said atthe withdrawal of Circular No. 1. ... notorious  dictators. The
the local oil contracting company| | the Jan. 19rally. “We want to haveAll that we have had to live with aremultibillion dollar beverage
EEEP (Energy Company of Lowe , a massive and united response saromisesthatitis beingreviewed. Incompany owns a concentrate-
Putumayo) fired multiple gunshots that the government will respectthe meantime, it continues to be ananufacturing plantin Swaziland,
into the couple, who are survived unions and sit down to negotiate. drain that the country can ill-afford ruled by Africa’s last absolute
by five young children. at this stage of its fiscal challengesnonarch, Mswati Ill.

Redondo was employed by\_ J Protests mark worsened by the uncertainty when Mary Pais Da Silva, co-ordinator
Medellin-based P.E.I. Energy, an . itcomesto paymentofcivilservantsof the Swaziland Democracy
upstream oil and gas drillingincluding Scott Fitzgerald, the Egypt anniversary salaries month to month”. Campaign, has called for Coca-
company. He was a leader of thenajority leader who helped pass Trade union activities are Cola to pull out of the country
220-member USO committee inWalker’s collective bargaining  Some 50 political movements,repressed in Swaziland. Repeateiinmediately.

Orito, inwhich 40% are employeescuts. groups and parties launched arbitrary arrests, intimidation and “Coca-Cola must know they’re
of Ecopetrol and 60% employed by week of mass protests andieatings are used to silencaloing business with the wrong
contract companies of the stateGOV't targets marches starting Jan. 20 taactivists. people,” she said. “Atthe end of the
held energy company. ) . i commemorate, not celebrate, the Backin 1973, King Sobhuza Il day it doesn’t benefit the economy

The deaths of the couple camd\] Igeria unions anniversary of the Jan. 25, 2014ssued adecree banning all politicain any way. Their profits don’thelp

just days after three other USO uprising. The “Week of Anger activities. Thislegislationis stillin the average Swazi, while the kingis

Orito leaders - Manuel Coronado, Unions in Nigeria called off a and Mourning” started with forcetoday. Even earlier,the Publiggetting richer by the day.”

José Socimo Erazo and Julio Vargasationwide strike in mid-January marches on “The Friday of theOrder Act of 1963 gave security Coca-Cola says that Mswatilll

- were threatened by calls made tafter the government said itwouldDream of the Martyr,” and forces the power to break up anydoes not receive any profits or
their mobile phones. It also camereinstate part of a fuel subsidyanother marking the first sessior‘political” meeting. This law was dividends fromits Swazi operation,

after abomb threat was directed aabandoned at the beginning of thef the newly-elected People’stargeted at political parties, butits biggest in Africa. But some

the USO regional office in Orito. At year. Assembly on Jan. 23. now itis used against trade unionsactivists estimate that Coca-Cola
least 29 trade union leaders But evidence in a court case “We are not going down [to  Followingthe IMF'sadvice, the contributes as much as 40% of the
assassinated in the country duringgainst labour unions suggest§ahrir Square] to celebrate, butgovernment recently announcectountry’s GDP. The company

2011. authorities are trying to silenceonly to continue our unfinished itwould cut 7,000 jobs in the public admits it cannot account for how
trade union activists, sayrevolution,”astatementsigned bysector. But this plan has not yethe money it pays in taxes is used
observers, including Human Rightshe groups said. One of theirbeen carried out, since thebythe Swazi government.

Reca” gathers Watch. Union leader Osmonddemands is for the ruling military

1.000.000 names Ugwu and member Raphaelcouncil to hand over power to a Many items in our "Global Class
' ’ Elobuike were arrested last Octobecivilian authority.

Critics of Wisconsin Gov. Scott and charged with attempted The Supreme Council of the Struggle" column are from the

Walker have submitted more tharmurder. Bothmenwere seized afteArmed Forces plan a series o i

a million signatures, nearly twice fights broke out between securitycelebrations to mark the Labour S tart WebSIte’
as many as the 540,200 legallyorces and unionleaders ata unioanniversary of the popular revolt WWW_labourSt ar[_org
required, onrecall petitions againstmeeting, which Human Rightsthat ousted former president Hosn

him to force a new election. StateWatch said was peaceful. Mubarak. [ - - \
officials are studying the petitions ~ “A review of the prosecution’s  “We won't celebrate whenthe [ Send me information on the &
for flaws and duplicated names.evidence reveals an apparent bitlood of the martyrs [was wasted] ) l":‘n )
But the huge number of signaturedy the police and prosecution towithout proper retribution; 14,000 Communist Party of Canada =

puts any serious legal challengesilence union activists,” accordingprisoners are in military jails; the

out of reach. to Corinne Dufka, senior Westsymbols ofthe oldregimestillrulel 1o communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histor} of
ARepublicanwhotook office a Africaresearcher at Human RightsEgypt; emergency law is still in | fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
year ago, Walker set off afirestormWatch. place; social justice that has no| The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight

by curtailing collective bargaining The menwere arrested foIIowingbeen accomplished... We won’{] against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
rights and wiping out thousandsdisputes over plans to raise theelebrate because they [the militar§ active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
of public sector jobs. Months of country’s minimum wage. council] are liars,” the statement] movements on awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
huge rallies organized by the labouAmnesty International, Human said. democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
movement and its allies were helcRights Watch and nearly three OnJan. 20, marches began frorfy Socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

in_ the state cz_zlpital of Madison,dozen Nig_erian civilorganizationsthe homes of martyrs, converging Central Committee CPC
withrepercussionsacrosstheU.Shave signed a statementatTahrir Square. On Jan. 23, thre 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

At the height of the protests,condemning the government'smarches dubbed “Retribution”, 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  Www.communist-party.c
Democratic politicians fled the stateaction. “Social Justice” (planned by the

to block a vote on the legislation. Union of Independent Workers)| Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du  OttawaCPC
Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

ill i and “No to Military Trials” were to b

Walker will likely face a new Protests over ry " wert 5350 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C Manitoba Commitios GPC
election by early summer. Only ] . start from Abdel Moneim Riyad | wontreal, QC, H2v 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
two U.S. governors have everbeessalaries in Costa Square, Qasr Al-Aini, and the High| Email: pca@cpe-pec.caleél: 438-338-8890 royay. 204.586-7824
removed through recall. WalkerR. Court of Justice, and meet at th¢ B.C. Cloni“ee CPC Ontario Ctee. CPC

: “ i i 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 :

told the media that he “looks RICa parliamentbuilding. Tob 604-254-0836  E-mat: cbe@teluanet 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1NG
forward to talking to the people of ) Besides condemning the Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446
Wisconsin” and rejects any move Public employees upset OVerabsence of justice for the martyrs| gox 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
to drop his anti-working classthe Costa Rican government'sthey are also objecting to medig Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 28 e e . o
policies. decision to raise salaries by onlygistortion of the image of the | Te: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 1075076 oees
Ryan Lawler, a board member:000 colons ($10) this year sayeyolutionaries, the yetun-purged| Calgary CPC Atlantic Region CPC

. . . H H . - . Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, i
for United Wisconsin, the group they will continue protests begunjudiciary, and numerous arbitrary| Caigary, A, 724 682 Tel: 403-245-6489 BOx 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0

D

that led the two-month signature-nmid-January. arrests of protesters on vVagu$ c.catchewancrc Tellfax: 902-542-7981

collection effort, said the numbers _©OnJan. 19, some 200 membergharges of conspiracy and Emai: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

were evidence of the emotions®f Costa Rica’s Educationalincitement of violence. \_ Y,
Workers Union demonstrated in
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Intelligence officers condemn war drive

A group of current and actions, the situationis notas cleartha}t_ “Any strike_ aga.inst [the funding settlgments contributedand create generations of jihadis.
former U.S. intelligence cut as some allege. _ C|V|I|an_progr§1m] is an illegal act to our security? You agreed toSuchawar, contrary to what some
agents have spoken out Moham_ed EIE’_>a_rade|, a Nobelaccording tomternanonal law.” _prowde$3 billionin F-35sto Israel argue, would not make Israel or the
against the insanity of U.S. Peace Prize recipient and forr_ner Dagan p(_)mted out anoth_enn exchange for a 90-day freeze omJ.S.safe_r.

foreign policy. In a Jan. 4 IAEA dlrector-general, sgild reality: bombmg_lranwouldlead it settlements. Wha_tyou gotwas 90 Steering Group, Veteran
statement. Veteran recently, “l don’t believe Iran is a to retaliate against Israel throughdays of stonewalling on the peacentel.llgence Profesglongls f_or
InteIIigenc,e Professionals _clearand present danger. All | seédezbollah, which has tens ofprocess and then more settler§an|ty (VIPS): Phll_ Giraldi,
for Sanity urged President is the hype about the threat posethousands of Grad-type rocketdVhat more do we owe Israel? Directorate of Operations, CIA;

Obama to avoid a by Iran.” and hundreds of Scuds and other Certainly notarushtowar. WeRay McGovern, US Army
: ; He is not alone: All 16 U.S. long-range missiles, and throughhave time to make diplomacy andntelligence Officer, Directorate
disastrous war in Iran. : ; ; X . i
intelligence agencies concludedHamas. sanctions work, to persuadeof Intelligence, CIA; Coleen
As professionals with “with high confidence” in a2007 We are already spending askussia and China to make jointRowley, Special Agent and
collectively hundreds of years ofNational Intelligence Estimate thatmuch as the rest of the worldcause with us. Minneapolis Division Counsel,
experience inintelligence, foreigniran had halted its nuclear-weaponsombined on National Securityand James Madison once wrote thaEBI; Ann Wright, Col., US Army
policy, and counter-terrorism, weprogram as of 2003. $100 billion peryear onalLong War“Of all the enemies of true liberty, Reserve (ret.), Foreign Service

are concerned about the gross We are seeing a replay of then Afghanistan. The Israel lobbywar is, perhaps, the most to beDfficer, Department of State; Tom
misrepresentation of facts beind‘lraq WMD threat.” As Philip has been beating the drums for udreaded... War is the parent oMaertens, Foreign Service Officer
bruited about to persuade you t&Zelikow, Executive Secretary oftheto attack Iran for years, led byarmies; from these proceed debtand NSC Director for Non-

start another war. 9/11 Commission said, “The ‘realpeople with confused loyalties likeand taxes. ...No nation can preservBroliferation  under two
We have watched the militariststhreat’ from Iraq was not a threat toJoe Lieberman, who once made this freedominthe midst of continualpresidents; Elizabeth Murray,
representone Muslim country aftethe United States. The unstatedlaim that it is unpatriotic for warfare.” former Deputy National

another as major threats to U.Sthreatwasthe threatagainstIsrael Americans not to support Israel.  We are currently winding down Intelligence Officer for the Near
security. In the past, they Your military and intelligence  Another Long War is not in what you labelled a “dumb war”; East in the National Intelligence
supported attacks on Sudanexperts can also provideAmerica's or Israel’'s interests,we should not undertake anotheCouncil; David MacMichael,
Somalia, Yemen, Iraq, Pakistanjnformation onunpublicized efforts whatever Israel’s apologists claim.dumb war against a country almostormer history professor and CIA
Libya and Afghanistan, as well asto derail Iran’s nuclear programThose are the same people whthree times larger than Irag, thaend National Intelligence
Israel’s attacks on Syria andand on the futility of attempting to claim that Ahmadinejad said hewould set off a major regional war Council analyste
Lebanon - nine Muslim countries -eliminate that program - which iswould “wipe Israel off the map.”
and Gaza. dispersed and mostly Persian specialists have pointet
Thistime, they are using an newunderground - through aerialout that the original statement in
IAEATreporttoassertcategoricallybombing. Defense SecretaryPersian actually said that Israe
that Iran is building a nuclear Panetta and other experts havevould collapse: “This occupation R
weapon that allegedly poses atated thatan air attack would onlyregime over Jerusalem mustvanis/__«" &%
major threat to the U.S. Yourdelay any weapons program for &rom the arena of time.” L. s
intelligence and military advisors year or two at most. What we have is a situation “\
can certainly clarifywhatthereport Former Mossad head MeirwhereIsrael’'s actions, forexample # .
really says. As you know, the IAEA Dagan said that an air force striken sending 300,000 settlersinto the &£
makes regular inspection visits toagainst Iran’s nuclear installationsWest Bank and 200,000 settler: ol
Iran’s nuclear facilities and has TVwould be “a stupid thing,” aview into East Jerusalem, are
cameras monitoring those facilitiesendorsed in principle by two othercompromising U.S. security by S
around the clock. While there ispast Mossad chiefs, Danny Yatonputting us at risk for terrorist (g
reason to question some of Iran’sand Ephraim Halevy. Dagan addedetaliation.
We have provided Israel with
$100 billionindirectaid since 1975.
Since this is fungible, how has

e

Halt the slide to | .
war, urges CODIR Syra: background to the crisis....

The ongoing killing of Iranian the United States, which sees it : socialisation of the economy hasnduce investment. Heavy
scientists has been condemned as a further chance to consolidate continued from page 12 15 pe undertaken. Reinstitutingsubsidies and price controls
a provocation to war by the UK- their influence in the region, who land reforms, which had made Syrigelevating the standard of living for
based Committee for the Defencavould regard war as an obtion. Appointing Islamic bankers in a net producer of food, can be dhe working population are amust.

of the Iranian People’s Rights.  The Iranian people, through their the government will not redressstart. Revitalising industrial and ~ Onthe political side, the matter
The assassination of 32 yeaprogressive intellectuals, peace inequities. The Arab protests areagricultural state-sponsoredcan be easily settled with the
old chemist, Mostafa Ahmadi- activists, progressive forces and abo_up the right to polltllclal banksthatl_entto national projectssmallest glitch over th_e border in
Roshan, was the fifth killing of a labour organisations have made Participation and decent living at concessional long term ratesSouth Lebanon, which would
scientist associated with Iran’sit clear that they have no interest condltlons_. In 2008, a baske_t ofcan bg another. Putting thereallgn_all national forces bghlnd
nuclear programme in the pasin conflict.” eggs, a principal protein prowderproteqﬂon of the national mdus’grythe regime and possibly quiet all
two years. While the US has distanced f_or Chlldren_, costing three to fo_urback_ m_place is also_ vital. Stnctprotestg. Only serious
Ifsuch actions had taken placdtself from the assassinations, times the price of two years earliermonitoring of the capital account,concessions to the working class,
on US or British soil they would Brigadier General Yoay There was an active andand the reinstitution of mu|t|p|e mclu_dmg an empowerment of
have been seen as tantamount fdordechai, expressed the view purpose_ful act of pauperisation ofexchange_ gnd interest rates aimedorking people in a strong national
adeclarationofwar. CODIR warnsthat the Israeli military are the_ Syrian working _populat_lon, at galvamsmg national res_o_urcesfront, could redress_ the course of
that there are elements within theidefinitely not shedding a tear.” which also compromised nationalprovide exchange rate stability andevents. Or else, whither Syria?

Iranian regime which will see Experts in the intelligence SE€curity. Thefate of Syriaasastate
these actions in the same wagommunity suggest that the aways hinged upon upholding
and may foolishly and disas killings have all the hallmarks of Arab historical rights and on
trously respond accordingly.  an Israeli operation. maintaining a national front basec

CODIR is calling for peace  The possibility of an Israeli ©narelativelyequitable distribution
activistsin the United States, theattack on Iranian nuclear Of resources. For a social class in
UK and across Europe and thénstallations - one step removed POWer o relinquish any of these
Middle East in particular to put from a direct US intervention - (€Nets is to relinquish the state as
pressure on their governmentdas long been considered aform of social organisation that
not to press for conflictwith Iran tactical option which the Mmediates class differences; henc
but to keep the door open forassassination campaign could the danger to Syria represented b
dialogue. The solidarity make evenmore likely. the usurping of the popular revolt
organisation believes that the “Wewillcontinuetodoallwe PY imperialist-backed forces The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
Iranian people should not becan to supportthe people of Iran”, Masquerading as revolutionaries
made to pay for the provocativesaid Ahmadi, “and we are looking @S the momentum for resource j4in in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5tH day
positions taken by the Iranianto the peace movements across€Xtraction from Syria been| sfeach month! Write to President Obama and demand that he Free
government or the belligerencethe globe to do everything they €xhausted?Isitnowtimeforcapital the cuban Five:

ofthe United States and its alliescan to avert a conflict. The '© reorganise with broader L .
“The interests of the peopleordinary people of Iran would 9€0political concernsin mind? | E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
of Iran are not served by war,” certainly be the first victims ofa 1 he answer to this remains tobg Ontheweb: hitp:/iwww.whitehouse.gov/contact

said CODIR Assistant Generalwar but many others would S€€n in the concessions that a Phone 1-202-456-1111

Secretary, Jamshid Ahmadi. “Itfollow. We cail for peace and 90ing to be made to the Syriar) Fax 1-202-456-2461 .
is only >;he leaders of therespectforinternatioﬁal lawatall Working class, as opposed to the Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,

[©)

Y

theocratic regime in Tehran, whotimes.” US and “moderate” Arab regimes 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA
seewarasadistractionfromtheir For more information, visit 2nd in the political positiovis-a- For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
serious internal problems, andwww.codir.nete visthe Arab-Israeli conflict. www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

On the economic side, a re{




10 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE e FEBRUARY 1-14,2012

#®) The Iron Lady:
Ag/’ why on earth?

The Iron Lady, directed by
Phyllida Lloyd, starring
Meryl Streep. Review by
Jeff Sawtell, Morning Star

Why on earth would you make
a film about a monster who did
more to harm Britain’s industrial
hinterland than Hitler's bombers?
Well, apart from the moolah
guaranteed inthe US, there are sti
those here in thrall to the mythology
that Thatcher freed Britain from
the “shackles of socialism.”

Notunnaturally, it's a film which
hasn’'t been accorded universa
approval, with Thatcher’s former
champion Norman Tebbit
considering it “a disgrace.” That
was also the Tory chorus at the
press opening, with one viewer,
complaining that “it's made by a
bunch of lefties, so what would
you expect?”

| thought | was in a time-warp
and wondered what planet
politically the speakerwas on, onl
to realise that the Tories prese
were no-marks, Thatcher’s
grandchildren straight out of the
Village Of The Damned.

Mineworkers union leader Arthur Scargill dumps "Thatcher" into
Back in the day Thatcher nevera wastebasket.

did command a majority and the

mere mention of her name for

millions is guaranteed to ignite aworking-class pensioner wouldn’'t of family life with affairs of state,

fight since her declaration of classbe living in the lap of luxury, she’d her final victory being symbolised

war - “You're either with us or be trying to decide on whether shéby the Malvinas, where she’s

Obviously in the real world, a What follows is the interweaving

against us.” could afford to eat or heat herpicturedin Churchillian mode. All

So, how bestto sell herimage tdhome. theissues areillustrated - TV new
the masses again, especially when So the whole story is colouredcoverage from IRA bombings, the
we're currently experiencing a crisisby that first sequence - everythingminers’ strike and the poll tax revolt
which feels like her evil offspring else is related in flashbackswhich finally tested the patience
wreaking revenge? beginning with the image of herof Howe.

Easy. Employ a Hollywood dad expounding his Tory politics The classical “Et tu, Brute”
superstar to go into method-actingf self-reliance. Then the youngmoment is symbolised by
mode to conjure up an image thaMargaret (Alexander Roach)Michael Heseltine (Richard E.
would maintain the mystique of proceeds to Cambridge and meet&rant) prompting a leadership
the media-created myth. young Dennis (Harry Lloyd) at a election which Thatcher prefers|

Enter Meryl Streep as a poor,Tory meeting who encourages heto ignore by going to France. In
little old lady buying milkinalocal to confront the old codgers. short, she’s shown as being sol
shop and commenting onthe price  As Streep takes up the imitationout. Only “dear Dennis” is her
before walkinghome alone to makebaton, she’s supported by Aireyconstant support, even afte

tea for her hubby. That's “dearNeave (Nicolas Farrell) anddeath, and we’re supposed td will be followed by a conference. Other major tribute concerts

Dennis,” played by the ever-so-Geoffrey Howe (Anthony Head), empathise.
likeable Jim Broadbentas adecensymbolising a new force for Thisfilm’'s a reminder of those
loving, self-effacing and long- change. dreadful days and you might
suffering chap who could make her  As the ruling class know, your imagine the younger generatior|
laugh. sex or colour matters not, it'sasking: “What did you do during

We realise we're watching aalways about power politics andthe war against Thatcher?” afte
fantasy as Dennis disappears whethe ability to expound the virtuesseeing it. You'll react depending
her maid interrupts, followed by of finance capitalism. on your sympathies, especially
worried mindersinquiringastoher Streep’s delivery of the those who suffered at the hands g
whereabouts. She’s showing signinfamous quote from St. FrancisThatcherism.
of senility and daughter Carolof Assisi is far stronger than the Yetthe film strives to see that
(Olivia Colman) is urging her to squeaky rendition uttered bypolicy through her eyes and
pack up her memories so they caifhatcher at the doors of Numberfeelings - except, as she says, *
move but she’s being obstinate. 10 after she first gained power.don’t have feelings, | have
thoughts,” before repeating the
refrain “I must do the right
thing.”

It's the phrase that would be
taken up by Blair, Brown and now
Cameron and Clegg, all trying to

E_ -ﬂ?—.
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" Fatigue Kills !" is the slogan of an ongoing
worldwide campaign by road transport drivers
to raise awareness on the issue of hours of
work.

2011 urar-ar. com

but with velvet gloves. This is an
unacceptable caricature to al
except those who've being
peddling the mythical middle way
as an alternative.

Written by Abi Morgan and
directed by Phyllida Lloyd, the
producers are clearly trying to walkl
that line since it's rumoured they|
wanted a more upbeat ending
That's the reason for releasing i
now. It's a political primer preparing
us for the day she dies and there’
a state funeral.

Let's hope it signals a day of
mass resistance to rid ourselves g

Ehronatabls 11

I communist sympathies. The Woody Guthrie Archives will soo

| that number will have picked up the story from the mass medig

resent themselves as her heir$,— . .
P Tribute concert for Cornelius Cardew

S

MUSIC
NOTES

_J} By Wally Brooker

s for Bradley Manning

Three song

Several well-known songwriters have rallied to the cause of Bra
Manning, the 24-year-old U.S. soldier facing court-martial for reles

250,000 diplomatic cables to Wikileaks, including videos of
crimes commited by U.S. troops. Outstanding activist songw
David Rovics releasesbong for Bradley Manningarly lastyear. Th
broadside ballad effectively describes the soldier's courag
response to learning that he possessed evidence about war
and it explains the motives of the powerful forces persecuting
Last December Rock & Roll Hall of Fame member Graham N
releasedAlmost Gone: The Ballad of Bradley Mannifigmed to
raise awareness of his Dec. 17 pre-trial hearing, the seventies
rock song's title alludes to Manning’s precarious mental state
suffered under a long solitary confinement. Songwriter (

dley
sing
var

riter

D

eous
Crimes,
him.
lash

-style
as he
Lass

McCombs’ poighant song “Bradley Manning” explores another

dimension of the case: that Manning was bullied for being gay. T
songs can all be found on YouTube. For more info
www.bradleymanning.org

PJ Harvey's anti-war album

English singer-songwriter and composer PJ Harvey is rece
accoladesforher2011 album “Let England Shake.” Inthis powerf

hese
isit

iving
land

bitter work Harvey draws largely upon the experience of the horrors of

war (most notably on several songs relating to the disastrous

ritish

campaign at Gallipoli in World War 1), and links those images tp an
equally bleak portrait of her “glorious” homeland. Without oveftly
mentioning England’s recent imperial wars, or the ruthless austerity
being imposed upon its working class, or the resurgence of pgpular

protest, Harvey has created a disturbingly contemporary album.
her unflinching take on militarism and nationalism is sober, her
is brilliantly evocative and often strangely uplifting. In the ephem
world of pop music where PJ Harvey works, “Let England Sh
appears to be that rare thing: an album that people will return to
and again. Visit YouTube to see some of the videos Harvey ma
this album with filmmaker Seamus Murphy.

Woody Guthrie centennial update

hile
usic
eral
hke”
again
He for

The International Folk Alliance is planning a special Woody Gu

hrie

centennial celebration in Memphis Feb. 22-26. So far 23 Canadign acts
have been invited to perform at the annual North American folk music

gathering. Canadian participants include Annabel Chvostek,

ose

Cousins, Dave Gunning and The Sojourners. They’ll join 200 gther
acts and 2000 registered conference attendees. Meanwhile Oklghoma,
the home state of Woody Guthrie, has finally got around to recogrizing

its great folksinger, despite opposition in some quarters t

permanently housed in an exhibition and study centre in Tulsa,
a March 10th “Midwest Gala Tribute” featuring Woody's son A

his
N be
vhere
lo,
are

planned for Los Angeles (April 14), Brooklyn (Sept. 22) and

Washington, DC (Oct. 14). For info on these events
www.folkalliance.org and www.woody100.com.

Raffi calls for muting Don Cherry

Renowned children’s singer and long-time hockey fan Raffi Cavol
has started a Twitter campaign to mute Don Cherry’'s “Cos

isit

kian
ch’s

f Corner” segments on “Hockey Night in Canada.” Raffi is

nti-
fighting and anti-violence. Cherry, of course, is an unabs}hed

promoter of violence in the sport, a defender of the so-called
virtues. Raffi has more than 3800 Twitter followers, and many t

singer calls upon parents to set a good example for their
Describing Cherry’s style as “loud, dismissive, bordering on boor
Raffilooks forward to the post-fight era when “we’d all enjoy hoc|
more because there would be so many good play§drénto Star
poll declared that 64% of respondents supported Raffi while
27% supported Cherry. Follow Raffi at http://twitter.com/raffi_|
While you're at it check out “Hockey Fans for Peace” on Faceh

The 75th birthday of British composer Cornelius Cardew (1936-1
was observed Dec. 17 with a London concert that featured p,
Chisato Kusinoki’'s interpretation of Cardew’s “Thaelms
Variations” (dedicated to German communistleader Ernst Thaeln

anly
mes
. The
kids.
sh,”
key

only
rc.
ook.

081)
anist
nn
ann).

Cardewfirstmade his mark as a disciple of then-controversial Ge
avant-garde composer Karlheinz Stockhausen. Later he found

rman
dThe

Scratch Orchestra, an inclusive group that used innovative mgthods
of musical notation and saw itself as much a social forum as a mpusical

ensemble. In the decade before his untimely death in 1981 (

was

killed by a hit-and-run driver) Cardew became a Maoist-oriepted
communist and developed a tonally-based music that included

revolutionary songs as well as instrumental works. Cardew

rote

often about the meaning of his music, and this too remains an
important part of his legacy. For more info visitwww.composer.cq.uk/

fcomposers/cardew.html.

Get info at www.whsc.on.ca these political parasites.
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15,000 demonstrate against 55%
wage cut and lockout at Caterpillar

What's Left

PV Ontario Bureau

pensions and benefits. Workergax breaks from the federal
were told that a “no” vote would government.

The CAW and Ontario lead to the company relocating The trade union movement is
Federation of Labour organized dts operations to Indiana, leavingwarning thata victory for Caterpillar
massive demonstration on Jan. 2lits employees in Canada joblesswill encourage corporations acros

STUDENT RALLIES

Wed., Feb. 1, for details of
Canadian Federation of
Students actions in your area
ésee story on page 7), visit
www.educationisaright.ca/en.

317 E. Broadway, organized by
StopWar, Vancouver's broad-
based anti-war coalition.

Winnipeg, MB

Day of action “Public, For

when 15,000 workers rolled intoBut the concession demand<Canada to roll out equivalent

London’s Victoria Park on 72 buseswere so outrageous that Local 27offers” in arace to the bottom for

rented for the occasion by unionsmembers voted against the offecCanadian workers. OFL Presiden

and Labour Councils across theanyway. Many are skilled tradesSid Ryan and CAW PresidentKenJose Marti Celebration,

the people!”, Wed., Feb. 1,1
pm, Rally at the Legislature to
reduce student debt, increase

province.

They were there in a massivean hour. The company sought tanovement and its allies to rev upFriendship

workers who earn as much as $38ewenza both called on the labousponsored by Canadian-Cuban

Association-

show of unity and solidarity with cut their wages to $16.50. Sinceor amajor battle with Caterpillar to Vancouver, 1 pm, Sunday, Jan.
the almost 500 members of Local 2he lockout began, the companyprotect the jobs, wages, pensiong9, ChileanHousing Co-op, 3390
CAW, locked out since Decemberhas removed machinery andand living standards of workers, as>chool Ave. Music, poetry,

29 by Electro-Motive Canada. EMCequipment from the plant in well as Canada’s sovereignty andefreshments,
is a subsidiary of the super-violation of the collective independence.

profitable transnational agreement.
corporation Caterpillar, which

EMC is owned by Progress Rail, demanding that the terms of sale of eft Film Night,

donations
welcome. Info: contact CCFA
The OFL and CAW are c/oRayViaud,604-254-1350.

7 pm, Sun.,

produces heavy equipment ina subsidiary of Caterpillar, which EMC to Progress Rail under theJan. 29, Centre for Socialist

plants located around the world. had global

operations andinvestment Canada Act be mad&ducation, 706 Clark Dr.

EMC illegally locked out its revenues of $58 billion last yearpublic, and that the federal“CulturesofResistance,” (2010,
employees after they voted toand posted profits of $1.14 billion.government hold the company73min.,dir.laraLee). Admission
refuse the company’s final offer: Progress Rail has received amccountable to obey Canadiarbydonation, call 604-255-2041
a 55% wage cut and deep cuts testimated $5 million in corporateinvestment and labour laws. Theyfor details. Next Film Night:

People'svoice deadline:

February 15-29 issue: Thursday, Feb. 2
March 1-15 issue: Thursday, Feb. 16
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Toronto budget fight continues

are also demanding the Harpesunday, Feb. 26, 7 pm.
government stop all tax breaks,is Through the Lens of

going to the company, stopikjeaks, forumwithKim lves,
removal of machinery and ggitor of Haiti Liberté weekly,
equipment out of the plant, andMonday,Jan.SO,?pm,Harbour
allowlocked outworkersto qualify centre. Room 7000. 515 W.
for El benefits and supplementaIHastinés organized, by Haiti
unemployment benefits. Solidarity’ BC.
As the federal and provincial .

governments across Canada g&lﬁzgy égéwl%l 2M4€perrt1m1gS’4

ready to introduce deep new cut o
and austerity, including job and .10 Ave. (Ukrainian Church).

wage cuts inthe public sector, many\fghanistan: the war is not
ofthose workers presentin Londorpver, filmand discussion, Sun.,
were aware thatthey could be next-eb. 19, 7 pm, Rhizome Cafe,

funding, reduce tuition, support
equality for International
Students, increase access for
Aboriginal Students, and restore
democracy and autonomy to
campuses. Information:
Canadian Federation of
Students-Manitoba, 783-0787.

Toronto, ON

Celebration of Life for Tom
Bull, Sunday, Feb. 5, 2 pm,
GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Ave.
(see obituary below).

Annual Norman Bethune
Dinner, Sat., Feb. 25,7 pm, at
290 Danforth Ave. Tickets just
$5, available across Canadafrom
supporters of media sponsor
People’s Voice. Door prize: all-
inclusive trip for two to Cuba!
Info: 416-469-2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT", 3941 St-
Denis Street.

continued from page 2 Fords. Round two will startshortly. The crowd was loud and

As PV goes to press, the Cityenthusiastic, and many ofthe bus

another three years with Ford andhas received its no-Board reportstopped at the pIantforaraIIywith In Memoriam- T om Bu”

Co. at the helm. allowing it to lock out 30,000 city picketers before leaving town.
Outside, Nathan Phillips Squareworkers before the next issue oBussesfromasfarawayas Timmin
was filled with protesters, facing this paper reaches subscribers. made the trek to show labour’s
100 riot cops behind two lines of The Ford administration is opposition, and its muscle too.
barriers. As demonstrators tried tademanding massive  The CommunistParty of Canadd
get into City Hall, others tried to concessions, including around(Ontario) supports the union’s
get out and join the protest. Fivgjob security, which Ford and Co.demands, and also calls on th
were arrested, and several werbave dubbed “jobs for life.” The government to introduce plant
pepper sprayed. A woman wadroad coalition that cameclosure legislation with teeth that
punched in the face, and accordingogether to derail the budget cutsvould require companies to show
to witnesses, at least one of thosmust understand that cityjustcause before a public tribunal
arrestedwas pulled overthe barrierservices and city workers gowith the legal power to stop the
by cops, amini-G20 redux.
The fight is not over by a long workers are part-time, with few or terms where necessary.
shot. Many important services,no benefits, and earning a litle The Party also called on the
assets including public housing,above the minimum wage. provincial government to be
theatres and real estate, the Theonlyfatcatsinthisfightareprepared to put EMC under public
Toronto zoo, and thousands obn the throne in City Hall, and ownership and democratic contro
city jobs, have not yet been savedbehind the scenes on Bay Streetn the event its owners don’t
New user fees, and other cuts and/hich financed the Fords to breakreconsider their approach to fred
reductions will soon be felt, the unions and break up publiccollective bargaining, and to
including ironically a 2.5% services, in Toronto and acrossCanadianworkers, Canadian law
property tax hike supported by theCanada. and Canadian sovereignty.

Revolution

together, and that 15,000 cityclosure, levy fines and even jail|

P We are sad to note the passing of Comrade Tom Bull, who died
at home December 12th of pneumonia, after a long struggle with
chronic illness.

Tom was a long-standing member of the Communist Party in
Toronto, and was a member of the YCL in the early 1970s. He played
a small but important part in the struggle against liquidation in 1990
as a member of the Downtown Club which was the centre of
liquidation in Toronto. He also fought hard to maintain the YCL
against liquidation. He had been an active member of the Party and
YCL in the 1970s and 80s, and was a Party candidate in a provincial
election and a member of the Toronto Committee. For the past
several years he was an active member and contributor to the East
Toronto club. Tom understood the Party and its historic and
immediate role. He was an active campaigner for the Party when his
health was better and worked in the student, peace and other mass
movements when he was younger. He was a keen observer of
municipal and provincial politics and often made interesting comments
and suggestions. Most recently he raised the issue of reasonable
accommodation, and the East Toronto Club’s approach to
developments around a school in his neighbourhood. Firmly
committed to scientific socialism, to working class internationalism,
to peace, socialism, and the CPC, he will be greatly missed by his
comrades and friends. The Ontario Committee extends deepest
sympathy to Tom’s sister Dianne Bull and her family.

Messages of sympathy may be sent c/o Ontario Committee, CPC,
290A Danforth Avenue, Toronto, ON M4K 1N6. Donations in
Tom’s memory to People’s Voice will be gratefully accepted.

There will be a Celebration of Tom’s Life on Sunday, Feb. 5, 2 pm,
at the GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Avenue (Chester subway). ®
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2012 People’s |
Voice Calendar '

honouring the centennials of the ANC

and the Communist Party of Chile

Now available, $5 plus $2 shipping, from
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive,Vancouver, BC, V5L 3]1

‘Win a Trip For Two
to Cubal

Annual Norman
Bethune Dinner

Sat., Feb. 25, 7 pm
290 Danforth Ave., Toronto

Tickets just $5, available across Canada from suppo
of media sponsor People’s Voice. Door prize: all-inclug

For info on bulk orders, call 604-254-9836 or email pvoice@telus.net
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Demystifying Syria: background to the crisis

By Salim Kassem

process began with Syria’sand long gestation periods andubsidies on certain essentiabnd so on.
adoption of neoliberal reforms. Theengage in speculative ephemeratommodities. The price of staples But for the Syrian working

Two relationships have long Syrian ruling elite siphoned endeavours. Until 2002, and justrose, and initially, the inflation rate people, the anecdote was that ours
been at play behind the stability ofresources that were needed tprior to the second oil boom, realjumped to more than 10 percent as a regime that signals to the left
the Syrian regime. The first is anreproduce the working populationper capita growth rates were oryear. Wheninflation tapered down,but turns to the right. There was a

economic relationship, in which under stable or enhanced living
the regime would put back intoconditions. As early as 1987, the In the absence Of autonomous trade unionism, the
national production just enoughSyrian regime, expressing the
to create jobs and produce cheajmterests of a small military elite,
national goods to keepthe workingwhich had clasped the state > 7,
populatign in steady gr, betterye?gpparatus, begaﬁ ey formalised the hold of the state bourgeoisie on the
ISSFOINEYEENVAIEWIGENS] economy, desocialised land tenure, widened the
The second is a political heavily state interventionist past® 77 ae)/1: gap, dealt a blow to national industry, and

promoted import-led growth.

improving living conditions.

relationship, in which the regime

Up until 2002, the reforms were
must raise its repression and pareircumscribed to promote private

Arab rhetoric, as more power,investmentwith some, albeit very
control and wealth becomelittle, erosion to the subsidies andcaverage zero or negative, andt did so at still higher costs to orthatthe distance it keptfrom Iran

concentrated in the hands of thehe basic consumption bundleunemploymentfiguresreached themployment.
ruling military elite and its adjunct delivered to

bourgeois class. As the recenpopulation.

incurred in both relationships, whole declined. In the uncertaintyprice

the working two digitlevel.

corresponding rise in wages was torpid. It was a
prolonged and calculated shock therapy, which

certain predictability when dealing
with the regime, based on the
premise thatthe interests of a small
ruling clique forms the context for
decision making. But the ruling
cligue itself did not predict the
wave of Arab revolts shattering
the fear barrier, the frustration of a
dispossessed working population
subjected daily to the ostentatious
display ofnouveau richavealth,

was no longer tolerable by the US.
In the absence of autonomous The regime had survived

In 2006, the second-generatiortrade unionism, the correspondingecause it knew what distance to
popular uprising has come toshow, The initial reforms did not pay of intensive neoliberal reformsrise in wages was torpid. It was e&eep from war and peace, which
serious distortions have beeroff, and the investment rate as avere born. There was a lifting of prolonged and calculated shocknade abestfriend out of an enemy.

controls on

basic therapy, which formalised the holdThe leftignored its transgressions

which are also, under morerealistiand geopolitical risk engulfing commodities, a lifting of tariff of the state bourgeoisie on theon human rights because Syria did

conditions, inseparable.

Syria, private investors steer awaybarriers, arelative freeing of capitaleconomy, desocialised land tenurenot go the unilateral peace way of

The distortion to the economicfrom projects with highinitial costs accounts, and soon, lifting ofwidened the income gap, dealt &gypt and Jordan. The US and

SYRIA: Internal struggle,
Imperialist aggression

Despite its relatively small size, Syria plays a
significantrole in the struggle against US imperialism’s
drive for unrivalled hegemony in the region. Like
Libya before the installation of a client regime by
NATO, and unlike most Arab countries, Syria’s
neoliberal reforms had not yet dismantled the public
sector or completely eradicated the earlier social
gains of the working people.

Nor have they had the chance to produce a shift in
political power to dislodge Syria from its nationalist,
objectively anti-imperialist positions. Syria’s resistance
to US diktat put her squarely in the crosshairs of
imperialist aggression. For almost a decade before the
wave of popular protests began, the US has been
actively pressuring Syria to kowtow to its policies,
financing reactionary groups and satellite TV stations
which promote American “democratic values”, enacting
legislation and enforcing sanctions, and threatening to
use the assassination of a former Lebanese prime
minister as a pretext for further aggression.

The external dimension of the crisis in Syria involves
not only U.S. and European imperialists, but also U.S.
client regimes in various Arab countries, most notably
the Gulf emirates; so much so that Syria can be
characterized today as an arena of an Arab Civil War.
Some of these Arab countries played an active role in
the occupation of Iraq, publicly supported Israeli
aggression against Lebanon and Palestine (Gaza 2008-
09), schemed against the Egyptian uprising, supported
the crushing of the Bahrain uprising, and supplied
weapons and mercenaries to topple the Libyan regime.

After a number of false starts, US-backed Syrian
opposition groups managed to ride a wave of
popular protests and immediately started a campaign
of destabilization using assassinations, killings of

security personnel and, as government claims go,
even protestors. The drive to “militarize the uprising”
has greatly weakened its popular base, and ensured
that Aleppo and Damascus, the two largest
population, economic and political centers of the
country, would not join the uprising, leaving it
confined to a few small cities and rural areas.

This has further enabled the extreme right-wing to
take charge of the uprising and sideline leftist and
nationalist groups, and set the stage for calls for foreign
intervention a la Libya. Combined with psychological
warfare and a massive media disinformation campaign
laden with lies and fabrications (Al Jazeera, AlArabia,
Fox, France24, CNN, BBC, CBC...), the US-backed
opposition has managed to become a spokesperson
for the uprising, at least internationally. United in the
Syrian National Council (modeled after the Libyan
one), this opposition actively seeks foreign military
intervention, lately couched in their calls for such an
intervention by Arab states, and supports the
paramilitary gangs operating under the moniker of the
“Free Syrian Army”. These conditions amount to a
complete gutting of the initially progressive character
of the Syrian uprising

The imperialist aim is to destroy the Syrian state
and possibly divide the country, because any
regime in an undivided Syria will have to contend
with the issue of the Golan, at a minimum, in the
national interest. Now is the time for concessions,
not to the U.S. whose appetite cannot be satiated,
but to the working people in order to build a strong
national front and ensure readiness for war. It is a
duty of progressives everywhere to stand in solidarity
with the Syrian people, for genuine democratic and
economic reform, and againstimperialist aggression.

Every issue of PeorLE’s VoicE
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Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
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blow to national industry, andlsrael acquiesced because
promoted import-led growth. repression hollowed development,
But this was no ordinary the radical splinter groups were
liberalisation. Itwas meantfor a clas®ffectively contained, and not a
that deployed absolute politicalbullet was fired over the Golan for
authority to extract wealth at everynearly forty years.
juncture of the circuit of capital. But Syriaalso liesinaregionthat
Less and less was paid intdalls squarely under the diktat of
health, education, or wages. Aaccumulation by encroachmentand
state sponsored merchantwas fregispossession, where war and
to mark up prices. The Centraldissolution represent inherent
Bank would stabilise the local relationships, which compose a
currency with nationally owned steadying force for global capital
reserves so that locally accruedaiccumulation. The pertinent
rents could be converted intoquestionsthenbecome:doesthe US
dollars and sentabroad. The dolladrive forhegemony over the Iranian
peg unequivocally eroded theside of the Persian Gulf necessitate
efficacy of monetary policy and, a US/Israeli instigated “sectarian
subsequently, the economy wastrife” in Syria? Will the West
dollarized. overlook the ongoing events in
Inthe uncertain environment ofexchange for delivering Hezbollah,
Syriawhere complete collapgta  or will the regime reform and resist
Iraq is a possibility, the rich either with Iran coming to the rescue?
save abroad or turn to affluent Theregimeisfacedwithachoice
consumption, emulating the richbetween resistance - aligning a
classes of Western countries. Irbroad spectrum of social classes
this second phase of reform, thentegrated and empowered in a
real growth rate was on average sixeformed political process - or
percent for the past nine yearsdissolution. Capitulation is not an
while income inequality rose at aoption. Discrete sectarian lines and
higher rate. forty years of authoritarian rule have
The growth inincome was drivendimmed the possibility of sacrificing
by higher oil prices and by a president to save a social class.
“geopolitical rents”, which bring  The regime’s reaction has not
us to the distortion incurred to thebeen to embark on serious reforms,
political relationship. although the most recent
Syria is a key player on thedevelopments may signify a shift
Middle Eastern stage, and there isowards real political reforms.
a price tag associated with theEarlier, it raised salaries as if it
various positions it adopts. Forthese were handouts to subjects
instance, its billions in debts tounder an absolute monarch, and
Iran disappeared at one point. Théifted the ban on nigab-wearing
Hariri Tribunal, which had pointed teachers to appease a minority of
the finger at the Syrian regime,ultra fundamentalists, measures
suddenly swerved to Hezbollahthat do not amount to reform.

see SYRIA, page 9

after the borders with Iraq were
closed off to the Iraqi resistance,

.'-'--'- i AR h.— i r T e &
As our correspondent relates, there are competing class interests
engaged inthe sharpening struggle over Syria's future politicaland

economic direction, including pro-imperialist forces.




