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People vs. UStéel...
see page 2

Intifada
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Reports and commentary:
pages 4, 7, 11

Corporate tax cuts

Meltdown averted 9
The HarpeiTories have continued

The labour movement stepped
back from the precipice of major Agent Orange and accelerated the Liberal policy jpf

divisions in early Januarut the The U.S. military dumped 75 million tax cuts for the corporate secto

deeper problems arising from the liters of Agent Orange on the forests ~ How much is this costing the fedefal

ideology of "business unionism" and fields oiVietnam, where the people treasury? Can working people affard
have yet to be tackled. still pay a deadly price for this crime. this massive tax giveaway?
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Nationalize US Steel operations in Hamilton!

to go on for some time. Local 1005to belong to a union, to freeCanadian prices and productiorOntario and Quebec, and the
and Lakeside Steel (a competitorcollective bargaining, and to strike.throughillegal price-fixing and mill vicious attacks onwages, pensions
Fifty busloads and hundreds ofinterested in purchasing the Thisisthe “Spirit of 1946 that closures, layoffs, and nowflauntingand living standards in the private
cars and vans from all over OntaricHamilton Works) have beengranted_ocal 1005 President Rolf provincial labour laws by refusing and public sectors, the time for real
were headed to Hamilton Januaryntervener status. This is a victoryGerstenberger and the local uniorio bargain a collective agreemenpolitical and economic change is
29, in support of steelworkers onfor the Local union, which can nowexecutive invoke in the currentwith Local1005. This is politics overdue.
the picket line since early put the case for the workers, thestruggle. Gerstenberger says thatahighlevel. The company’sclear Nationalization under public
November. The rally is being community and the country, on thefight is not only about pensionsmessage: stop us if you can. Theontrol is what governments at all
organized jointly by USW Local court record - something US Steelnd collective bargaining, butunion’s message: we will mobilize levels should be addressing and
1005, the Hamilton and District implementing, says the Communist
Labour Council, and the Ontariofss Party. Thismustinclude key sectors:
Federation of Labour, which i basic steel, energy and natural
mobilized Labour Councils and[T§ resources, banking. Further, this
affiliates across the province. R mustinclude production of asmall,
The “People vs. US Steel"rally [ &+ fuel-efficient, environmentally
is to support 900 locked-out Local || sustainable Canadian car, as part of
1005 members, as well as 9,008 & atransportation planto build rolling
retirees whose pensions willbe de stock in Canada.
indexed if US Steel hasitsway. The This is how to put the country
company also wants to excludggs . y ol W ) ; back to work. Canada has a right
new hires from the defined benefi{§ fagted = . 2 i ; | and an obligation to build up the
pension plan. In a 2007 letter tq" . ; o % . = : industrial base of the economy in

By Liz Rowley

-

union members, US Steel hadusE sy 1l ! =1 ¥ f the interests of Canadians. To kick-
promised to properly fund and d ' J start a recovery in the real
protect the plan, because unlike economy, we must create jobs, and
others, it understood the value 0 raise wages, living standards, and
good pensions to employees purchasing power.
CIear_Iy, this letter was just part of Photo: Wwww.uswal005.ca But since governments don't
acynical propaganda campaign to represent Canadian interests, or
convince Canadians to supporivanted to avoid. about having a domestic industrythe people of Hamilton, and theCanadianworkers, escalatingmass,
the foreign takeover of Stelco In the court proceedings, theto produce steel for Canadianpeople of Canada. We willforce ourindependentlabour political action
operations. The cost of thecompany has acknowledgedmanufacturing and secondarygovernments to act in the interestsnust force governments to act. It
purchase was $1.2 billion - the exaceéngaging in price fixing - filling industry. Nation-building, as the of Canada, and to enforce labouwill take the expanding action of
cost of the pension plan. Canadianorderswith steelimportedinion calls it, or Canadianlaws which require US Steel tothe whole community and the

US Steel also contracted withfromits US mills. As the pieces fall sovereignty and independence byargain a collective agreement. Wavhole labour movement to win the
the Canadian government, througlinto place, it's obvious the lockout another name. will not allow US Steel to abandonstruggle in Hamilton, which is being
Investment Canada, to maintainis aboutmonopolizingthe Canadian As the union correctly points itslegal obligations in Hamilton and fought on behalf of working people
employmentand production levelssteel market by keeping otherout, Canada and Canadiann Canada. everywhere.
at the Hamilton Works for at leastforeign steel operations on thesteelworkersare hostagestoaforeign The union is doing its best to The pending federal election
three years. But within a year, thesidelines, while levelling the cost of multi-national’s corporate greed. Aalert the labour movement and tamffers an opportunity to make the
company started handing outCanadian labour to the lower USCanadian basic steel industry isnvite all those concerned withlockout and the government’s
layoff notices, and then bankingstandards, or eliminating itsdecisive for Canada to have anyCanada’'s sovereignty andabysmal record a central issue.
and shutting down blast furnacesCanadian operations altogether. control over development of theindependence tojoin their fight for Defeating the Tories would send a
Shortly after the lastHamiltonblast  One of the biggest “costs” is ateconomy. Steel is a central and country where workers’ rights,strong message to a new
furnace was shut down last yearthe Hamilton Works, where 9,000essential building material for thewages and pensions matter. Thigovernment that Canadian
US Steel opened up two newpensioners and their widowsautoandmachinetoolindustries, fois a fight for a country Canadiansovereignty, an industrial strategy
furnaces at its US operations. depend on Stelco pensions to liveagricultural implements, ship government has more power andor Canada, and workers’ rights

Under pressure to protectwith dignity and security. building, appliances, housing andauthority over these vital economicmatter. Workers and unions like
steelworkersandthe Canadiansteel The century-old  steel construction. issues than foreign corporationsLocal 1005, and those coming outto
industry, the federal governmentoperations were originally set up  This cannot be left in the hands After the earthquakes inthe autsupport them January 29th, are not
finally acted - three years after theby whatbecame the Steel Companyf a foreign multinational interestedand auto parts industries followingwaiting around with cap in hand.
deal was signed. Predictably, thef Canada - Stelco. During theonly in profits, willing to blow off the loss of the Auto Pact a decade (Rowley is the Ontario leader
company’s response is that thel930s, initial union drives at thisCanadian laws and squeezego, the de-industrialization ofof the Communist Partye)
three-yearterm has expired, anditi€anadian owned basic steelmaker
no longer bound by the Investmentvere led by CIO organizers in - -
Canada agreement. Canada, including Harry Hunter,

But Stelco was the last CanadiarDick Steele, and other members ofC U PW ente rs toug h ba rga I n I ng
steelmakerto be sold offto aforeigrthe Communist Party of Canada.
transnational corporation, andAfterthe war, the big steel strike of irat i i
public opinion supported the 1946 involved the whole labour PV Vancouver Bureau We(r)enfgsetllgﬁleenr?%rf]tteh(?.s round Ofﬂﬂﬁzr?fsﬁqézgaﬁu?gﬁ'%Larfﬁs

union’s demand that themovementin Hamilton, winning  Facing resistance by Canaddargaining is the struggle to winLemelin to union members stresses
government hold US Steel tothe Rand Formula. The 1946 strikepost management against a faiequality for rural postal workers. that “By sticking together we can
account. nailed down what the 1945 autoney contract, the 54,000 membeDespite the Harper government'siegotiate a good collective
Finally, the Attorney General strike in Windsor opened up for canadian Union of Postal Workersclaim to speak for the interests ofagreement that provides equality,
sued US Steelinaproceeding likelyworkers across Canada - the rightecupw) applied on Jan. 21 forrural Canadians, these workersespect and the sharing of the
conciliation. The request sets thénave lesser vacation times, siclbenefits of new technology.”

- - stage for possible strike action In his New Year 2011
by this spring. i message, Lemelin pointed out
Nlaga I'a NEWS BU"Etln “We've taken this actiol CUPW Day? uf_':tm“ that “the struggles we are

because Canada Post has waging now at Canada Post
By PV Niagara Bureau move from its hardline positic are partofagreaterbattle, i.e.,

. |._on demanding significar one for the kind of life we
* After thousands of people protested the Niagara Health Sy ’tegbncessions from oL wantas asociety inthe future.

(DUbTe D Vala. oy <hiD) hoeaitl T -om loal hospitsle. thEMbers, even while Do we wantaworld of cheap
' labour that caters to the

S -continues to post profits ar
NHS hasfiredits CEO. However, the NHS saysthey are not chapgi end money on technologic whims of large corporations
and the governments who

D g e gy oo it 22l lhanges, sad Denis Lemel
yors, yliring [ areintheir pockets, oraworld
that is based on decent jobs

is not enough; the problem is with the “hospital improvement” gla at'gﬂg'to?rf%f'?ﬁghgg‘:, chi

that cuts local emergency services, and the province shou Ge?:anada Post is seeking and good services for all? For
investigate the decision-making behind it. The Ontario Heam}eplacesickleavewithasho us at CUPW. the choiée is
Coalition issued a statement calling again for a public investigatqrerm disability plan, and t clear Wewar;taworld witha
so that health care systems are accountable to the community tnﬁ¥pose adefined cor’1tributic humén face

are supposed to serve and not to for-profit developers. The provinP%nsion plan for new hire “We’ve.been saying

has refused to appoint an investigator despite continued pregsu g ' . X
ST ; therthan the currentdefin. _. since 2008 that we will notbe
* The DSBN (District School Board of Niagara) haken away benefit plan. As the union made to pay for a financial

}[/r?é'r\'/%ﬁ:gehtg'ff;ﬁrg lé?e'?;]esr?& 'rt; %ﬂggﬁggsggjgfgglﬁg?’(r)?ggﬁg gt says, this “two-tier” system could leave, and maternity and adoptiorand economic crisis that was

Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation, and the Car'ad e forced on all emplo_yees in abenefits than their counterparts m:aused_ by mul_tlr_1at|o_nal

Union of Public Employees in their work place ' Ktlre round of bargaining. the urban system. They arecorporations and their insatiable
. Management also insists onrequired to pay 50% of drug planappetites for maximum profits. We

o X ; .
alll\tlelggglr;&Z%ilggippgg(rfegﬁ?{r??ﬁgtg d?xp:f?:aarl ﬁgrv]vsegg?; Daynew work methods that the unionpremiums, when other Canada Posire the ones who, as workers,
Police have not released any explanation of the incident, be"e\edgonmders unsafe, based on hugemployees are only required tgproduce the goods and services

have hapoened in the cell area of Niagara Falls divieion Poblems and disruptions of mailpay a 5% premium. required for society as a whole.
PP 9 : service in Winnipeg, where they CUPW held “days of action” That needs to be recognized.”
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Labour melt down halted, but for how long?
g
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Keep 900d jobs in Canada

isnowtimeforabreathofreliefthat The lines of demarcation are
a major tragedy has beerblurredalsobythe privatization off
The dispute that NUPGE hasforestalled. But for how long?  public sector jobs. In a struggle ta
been nursing with the CLC since The emergence of what hasnaintain and represent thei
2005 or perhaps longer, over the&eome to be known as “businessnembers, public sector unions ar
issue of raiding, motivated Nationaltrade unionism” went through forced into the private sector, in
President James Clancy toseveralstagessincetheearly190@sirn becoming a target for
announce in November 2010 thatnthe United States. ltwasimportecbpportunist raiding from some
his union would withdraw from the private sector, even industrial,
central labour body January 1st, unions.
2011. Thefirst shock wave was fel The left-oriented class

in British Columbia, when the BC hOW We conscious workers, especiall

Fed going into its November communists, who organized mos
convention had to decide if ° of the large private sector unions
NUPGE's affiliate, the BCGEU, See 't. oo were battered into a minority by ajg
could seat its delegates. combination of the McCarthyite

The BC Fed wisely decided that capitalist state, the Cold War ang
until January 1 they were affiliates the business union rejection ofy
and should be seated.nto Canada, where the Canadiaclass struggle. The problems of =i
Unfortunately, CUPE did notagreeunits of American unions were trade union unity, or the lack of it, (B
andpulled 300 orsodelegatesfrorordered and  sometimescan be traced back to the attack o288 3
the Convention, although CUPE’svolunteered to mirror the policiesthe class conscious left. As Hammond points out, the loss of well-paying jobs and the
largest affiliate, the Health of their parent bodies. In the Inthelate’50s, I‘aidingemergeddeindustrializationofCanadahavehadanegativeimpactonthe
Employees Union (HEU), stayedAmerican Federation of Labour,inthe Canadian Labour movementrade union movement. (Photos from the 2009 Labour Day parade
on the floor. business trade unionism soughas an instrument of anti-in Toronto, by Ed Bil)

On the NUPGE website thepeace and deal-making withcommunism inspired by the
reasons, as they see them, for themployers, vigorously opposedMcCarthyite attack on everythingbetween leadership  anddegree, businesstrade unionismis
withdrawal are articulated in athe organization of industrial to the left, especially within the membership, are the conditions of threat to the ability of workers to
commentary, “NUPGE - CLC workers, and promoted anlabourmovement.U.S.unionsweréusiness unionism. The providerstruggle. That is why a dispute
dispute over raiding” presented“aristocracy” of privilege in the required to insert anti-communistclient relationship also spawns theover Casino workers in Manitoba
by James Clancy. There is also aorking class. Dissatisfaction inclausesinto their constitutions andendency of memberships to shofxept NUPGE's delegates out of the
the AFL finally led to a split that many thousands of workers werdor unions, rather than shapinglast CLC Convention, and brought
created a new industrial labourexpelled or denied membership. their own to their needs. the CLC to the verge of ameltdown.
centre, the C1O. Thiswasreflected This condition was imported Sector organizing and The meltdown was prevented.
in Canada, where the AFL affiliate,into Canada and used as the excusencentration has gone largely byThat is wonderful, but the
the Trades and Labour Congresdpr raids on unions that did notthe boards. Steelworkers try toconditions which threatened the
was faced withthe CIO andthe left-expel communists, or peopleorganize banks, public sectorcohesion of the CLC, and would
oriented All-Canadian Congresslabelled communist, fromtheirranksunions and auto unions try tohave bankrupted most Provincial
of Labour. and leadership. The Canadiarorganize casinos, and are raide&ederations, severely damaged the

In 1956, shortly after the AFL Seamen’s Union was destroyed irby Teamsters who have largely lefQuebec Federation of Labour, and
and CIO compromised and re-this struggle and replaced by ahe transportation sector. Everyvirtually destroyed most labour
united into the AFL-CIO, the TLC gangster-led union. The raids bylarge union moves to becoming acouncils outside of Quebec, are
and CCL merged into the Canadiarthe Steelworkers against Mine Mill labour centre competing with thestill there.
Labour Congress. These mergeraere a part of this attack. others. Dragged more and more Raiding and competition will
maintained both the business Raidingasaninstrumentofpro-into the impossible job of destroy labour or turn it into an
union models and the newer anaapitalist interests to smash andrbitrating disputes, while beinginstrument of corporate capital.
more progressive industrial uniondivide was imported into the labourideologically neutralized by Raiding and competition are

By Sam Hammond

models. movement. This was the biggestvarring affiliates, the CLC is spawned inopportunistleadership,
Over the years business tradéoost that opportunism and classneffective in the real classand are a threat to the ability of
unionism has developed andcollaboration had received, firmly struggle. working people to form unified

discussion paper, “A Vision for changed. While absolutist orentrenching them as a feature Fortunately this bleak picture, resistance and defense against the
the Future of Labour Centrals instereotypical definitions are tooexpressed in business tradéhis bourgeois model, is not andglobal onslaught. The danger is
Canada,” that reveals quiterigid, itis true to say that businessunionism. never will be complete. There areimminent, and time is very short.
articulately that the grievances gdarade unionism has penetrated the Over the years the changingmany fine trade union officials in ~ This last dispute was patched
far beyondraiding and alsoinvolveold industrial unions and has aproduction methods of industryCanada, and the membership ofip. Thank goodness the ship is
structure. presenceintheirorganizationalanénd the resulting changingunions are all working peoplestill afloat but the patches only
On January 5, the crisis wasprogrammatic operations. structure of the industrial working whose self-interest objectivelytemporary.
temporarily halted when NUPGE  The public sector unions, whichclass, the attack on trade unionisnecannot be served without unity A general exchange of ideas in
was apparently invited into aemerged in the late 1950s andhatescalated afterthe destructioand struggle. We cannot advancéhe People’s Voice would be very
conference call of the CLC continue to evolve and shape thef the socialist states, and the dewithout struggle and we cannothealthy and informative. Please
leadership and a deal was workethbour movement, were born intoindustrialization of large sectionsstruggle without unity. But by consider this, dear readess.
out. Although speculation on thean environment where busines®f our country, have posed very
content of that discussion isunionism was already anserious problems for the trade, O N B S B BN S B B B B B B S . —\
running wild across the country,expanding factor. Although notunion movement. The loss of

apparently the withheld per capitabusiness unions as such, they ai@dustrial jobs, the break-up ofI [
will be paid and NUPGE intends todefinitely affected by its strong large production units and thel I
be seated at the next CLCpresence. In some of theirhostile environment of the globall |
Convention in May 2011. competitive struggles with eachneo-liberal agenda, have depletej |
Whatever criticism or chargesother, these unions have adoptethe sector density of industrial I
of irresponsibility could be laid, it its ideology by some degree.  and transport unions, and shifte{ I
the ratios n favour of the pUb“CI To mark May Day 2011, People's Voice will print greetings I
sector unions. _ from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in
The private sector unions,l " our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events |
- because of the dominance o] across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads willbe |
business unionism, did not commi April 22; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
VOI ! !
alltheir resourcesto fighting back April 20. Please: chegk with us about.the format if your ad I
- They did not committheirtreasuriei is being sent electronically. i
to organizing the unorganized, o .
0 n e c h OI ce restructure to reflect the new clas$ Ad rates (based on 5 column page) . |
demographics or replenish] [ —— —————— |
militancy. Where it was easiest} one column-iNCh..........ccooveeeeeeeeeeee, $15 |
workers were organized. If the ! One column x 2 iNChes...........cccvvveeevennnee.. $25 I |
numbers were too few, they Wer(% I Two columns x 2 inches........coovvcoomvveen...... $45 | I
turned away as “too costly” to I Two columns x 3 inches..........c..cccoevnn... $60 |
representwith an insufficient dued | Two columns X 5iNChes........ooorrvvvvennnnss $90 | 1
E base. ) | Three columns x 4 inches...........ccoe.c.... .. $110 |
8 Some unions began to lea I Two columns X 7 inChes........moens sta0 1
t towards the model of self I Three columns x 7 inches..........c.cc.......... s180 I |
& perpetuation, to maintain incom R | i
g : o
< msirument of rading o maintain Send greetings to People's Voiceat: |
2 membership, the infusion ofl 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1 I
W competition to lure workers, the] Fax (604)254-9803 E-mail: pvoice@telus.net |
= provider-client relationship & — e i — — — —— — — — — —
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EDIT ORIALS

While the Union Meeting is half empty...

Solidarity with Tunisians, not dictators!

The news that relatives of Tunisia’s ousted dictator Zing
Abidine Ben Ali have arrived in Canada is an appalling sign of
true policies of the Harper Tories. On Jan. 21, one of Ben A
brothers-in-law flew into Montreal on a private jet, with his fam
and a governess. Others may follow. Two years ago, the dicta
daughter, Nesrine Ben Aliand her husband purchased a $2.5 mjllion
villain Montreal’s Westmount neighbourhood. Ben Ali's relativgs
are fleeing Tunisia, after 33 family members were arrested for their
plunder of the country’s wealth.

Contrast Canada’s welcome mat for these wealthy crooks
the response to Roma people fleeing racism and persect
Mexicans and other Latinos escaping the violence and pover}y of
their homelands, or Tamils who arrived here in the wake of|Sri J
Lanka’s devastating civil war. The Harper Tories have used these tFya Board e
refugees as scapegoats to whip up racism and chauvinism, in an

El
the
li's
ly
tor's

vith
tion, |

as Herflectl attendance

r-l !
attempt to sow divisions at a time when working class unity is \ital | ]| ! E"—{—“—/ / fl. | |
to resist corporate attacks. Acting in solidarity with the rich gnd | i 2 + ; S Y G |
powerful everywhere, the Harper government has shamefully refiised First '_ ...... e !
to welcome the overthrow of Ben Ali, or to join other countriedin executive et et e

next worker
layoffs

Donuseas

freezing the assets of the dictator’s clique.

But working people across Canada and around the world do
celebrate this historic popular victory. The revolution in Tunisi%"is
a powerful blow against the corrupt, authoritarian, capitalist regifnes
which use violence and phony “elections” to maintain thlir
domination over working people. The upsurge of protests in Alggria,
Egypt and other countries is also welcome. These actions expand
the struggles by the workers of Europe against the global imperfalist
agenda. We send our warmest solidarity to the people of Turjisia,
and to their sisters and brothers everywhere taking to the stregts to
demand jobs, democracy, civil rights, equality and peace!

=

kampkes union=an.com OF

Letterse to the Editor

“This ain’t Canada right now”

It seems that police these days have difficulty in grasping
simple concept: people who witness brazen violations of civil right
often record these incidents for everyone else to see.

One such case concerns Officer 815, AKA Sgt. Mark Charle
videotaped searching protesters last June 27 near the St. Arjdrew
TTC Station in Toronto. This, of course, is during the crackd
againstanyone walking the streets near the G20 Summit. Outside the
station, ayoung man refuses to hand over his backpack. Off-carnera,
a woman’s voice points out that the protesters are not within fiive

U.S.arms stoke Mid-Easttensions
metres of the zone where police and politicians claim (falsely) fhat

anyone can be legally searched. The young man insists that as aThe Canadian media recentlyShah, a staunch ally of the U.S.intheregion. Itis apparentthatthe

Canadian, he has the right to refuse the search. To the surpr|s

the crowd, Officer 815 replies, “This ain’'t Canadaright now.... Th
is no civil rights here in this area.”

Another (we could list dozens) happened recently in Kelowna

where an RCMP officer was filmed kicking Buddy Tavaresinthe f

after a phone call reporting that the victim had been sighted fifin

a shotgun. Turns out Tavares actually works at the nearby
course, scaring geese away from the greens. Instead of adm

thatthe officer had made a big mistake, the RCMP quickly inverte

a tall tale about domestic abuse.
Both officers are “under investigation”, still receiving the
paycheques. Nobody knows what the outcome will be. The factis

er(g-)]ported thatthe L_J.S.Will_be sellingwas overthrown thi(ty-twq years U.S. wants Iraq to b_e its centre of

remore_a.rmamentsmtheI\./IlddIeEastago. T_he; new regimes in Iran,military operations in the region.

$60 billionto Saudi Arabia, and $20recognizing the protective role of Why? Assuredly, so that the

billion to Iraq, during the next the U.S.inrelationto Israel, projectAmericans will have strategic

Ce‘twenty to thirty years. Shouldn’t resentment toward the U.S. Saudtontrol over the vast petroleum
e think of the implications of such Arabia, acommitted ally of the U.S.resources in the region.

n action? in the region, is ready to purchase These arms sales are for the
Since the Israeli nation was$60 billionin armaments from the primary benefit of the military-
Egunded in 1948, the U.S. hasU.S. Why? Presumably, to thwartindustrial complexinthe U.S. Huge
assumed a role as protector of thany aggressive action of Iranamounts are paid for oil from Saudi

ir fra_gi_le nation. International public toy\_/ar(_j Is_rael. The U.S. sees suclArabia and Irag. The multi-billion
thjPinion seems to say that Israel hammtarlza_tlon asastabilizingmove, arms sales _offsetthe huge payments
ts. & legitimate right to endure. In mybut can it be? made for oil. The road to peace in

go
itti

police seem to be immune from prosecution for violating civil righ

So, are we still living in Canada? Actually, the police have always yise
unjustified force against Aboriginal peoples, strikers, immigraits,
and others. Butit's also true that the “whiff of fascism” in the air thgse
days makes cops even bolder, despite all the cameras. What t
country desperately needs is not more cops, but political leaderqwi
the guts to impose full civilian oversight against these thugs in Iuel.-J

Hlind,theprospectoflsraelenduring The puppet government of Iragthe Middle East will be through
willdepend very much on the extenis about to purchase $20 billion indemilitarization of aggressive
of peaceful co-existence with othemrmaments fromthe U.S. The Iraghations. The United Nations,

een hostile toward Israel. unpredictable. There is anpromoting world peace, should
Tension between Iran and theundercurrent in it that demonizeshave a high profile in inducing that
S. has existed ever since thé¢he U.S. because ofitsinterferenceemilitarization.

:E%ates, even with some that havgovernment is tenuous andfounded for the purpose of
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Open Letter from Dr . Jean-Bertrand Ry L Piepenburg, Edmonton, AB

Aristide, former President of Haiti

Jan.19,2011-Iwouldliketothanktheeecommended that | not spend th
governmentandthe people of Soutikoming winter in South Africa’s
Africa for the historic because in six years | hav
hospitality deeplyrootedinUbun undergone six eye surgeries. Thi
tu, extended to my family and . surgeons are excellent and ver}

--------\

Renew
today!
Check your label

i

Since my forced arrival in the well skilled, butthe unbearable pairl
Mother Continent six and a halfexperienced in the winter must b
years ago, the people of Haiti havevoided in order to reduce any ris% Please check the
never stopped calling formyreturnof further complications and address label on the
to Haiti. Despite the enormousblindness. I front page to see if it's
challenges that they face in the So, to all those asking me t time to renew.
aftermath ofthe deadlyqanuary 12r,e_tqrn home, | reiterate myl Subscribers who find
201_0 earthquake, their determwillingness to .Ieave today,El "2011/02/01" on their
ination to make the return happertomorrow, at any time. Let us hop label f I
has increased. that the Haitian and South Africanll a e_, orexamp €,

As far as | am concerned, | amgovernments will enter into | will have their
ready. Once again | express mgommunication in order to make subscriptions expire
readiness to leave today thathappeninthenextcoming day% with this issue,
tomorrow, atanytime. The purpose United to the Haitian people, Feb. 1-14, 2011.
is very clear: To contribute to onceagain myfamilyand|expres
serving my Haitian sisters andour sincere gratitude to the] Don’t miss a
brothers as a simple citizen in thegovernment and the people 0' .
field of education. South Africa. single copy -

renew today!

Thereturnisindispensable,too, (Circulated by Haitian

for medical reasons: It is stronglyLawyers Leadership Network)
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"I am a human smuggler”

The group No One Is lllegal in military occupation, environmental protection and freedom. Huma
Vancouver has published adegradation, and corporatesmugglingexistsasasymptomin
powerful series of posters exposingrofiteering. broader context ofincreasing borde,
the anti-migrantlegislationBillC-49  “Much like the hypocritical controls, repressive immigration
being pushed through Parliamentdeology of “liberation’ through policies, and racist security
by the Harper Tories. A statemenmilitary occupation, anti-smuggling processes that cast migrants 8
from the group says, “Under theprovisions are justified through theundesirable human cargo.
banner of combating “humanrhetoric of protecting migrants. In  “We also reject anti-trafficking
smuggling’ and deterring the arrivalreality, such legislation only legislation that perpetuate
of boats such as thdV Sun Sea increases the stakes in irregularexploitation of women and children
politicians are proposing andoften dangerous, migration. Therghrough policies of detention and
debating blatantly anti-migrant are anestimated 500 deaths peryedeportation. In actuality, the state i
legislation. Criminalizing smuggling at the US-Mexico border and overthe biggest culprit in the trafficking
cannot prevent human migration ad 000 deaths atthe African-Europeaiof humans - importing hundreds of
millions of people across the globeborder. thousands of exploitable migrant
are forcibly displaced from their  “We affirm human smuggling as labour to the fields and homes o
lands and communities due toan often necessary pathway tdCanadians to toil under conditiong
of servitude and legally denying
them basic rights.

“Rather than despair, historic
resistance from within the walls of
detention centres to huma
underground railroads has inspire(
us to create a poster series ‘| am
human smuggler’. We encouragd
you to please download, post, an(
distribute this poster widely!”

The posters can be viewed a
www.flickr.com/photos/
nooneisillegal/5366393464 and
www.flickr.com/photos/
nooneisillegal/5365781147e

43.3 million people were forcibly displaced
worldwide at the end of 2009, the highest number of
people uprooted by conflict and persecution since
the mid-1990s. The Global Trends report for 2009
issued by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
says refugee numbers were 15.2 million, plus
another 27.1 million people displaced by conflicts
within their own countries. The number of new
individual asylum claims worldwide grew to nearly 1
million during 2009, and 6.6 million people were
officially known to be stateless at the end of 2009.

My name is Harrlgb
Tubman. Scme poople
call ma "Mosast, &
was born into

in Maryland,

Philadelphis,

returned to e

family, Slowly,

years, I broughf
ralatives with me, and
guided more th

cther slaves tog
Eramsdom using

network of antislEterg

activisats and

Underground Baj

and used disguistes, I
helped guide pecple as
far porth as Canada, and
nelped newly fresd
slaves find work. Large
rawards wore offorod,
but no one suspected me
as a patite fiwve foot
tall slave with a
disability who had run
away years before

I am a human smuggler

Criminalizing smuggling and trafficking cannot prevent
the migration of those seeking safely and freedom.
Reject anti-smuggling and anti-trafficking legislation.

n o

cnaelsillegal.orfqg

Mar xist

Theory Today

The impending systemic
crisis of imperialism

already unfolding with the dollar
havinglostover 11 percentinrecen

Quite apart from the periodical months. In order to stabilise itself
crisis that will continuously erupt and the global capitalisteconomy
under neo-liberal globalisation, athe US will now increase the
much graver systemic crisis ispressures on countries which holg
impending. The USA, with its huge amounts of its currency, like
currency being the stipulatedChinaand other Asian economies
medium of wealth holding for the to revalue their currencies upward
capitalistworld asawhole, occupiesn order to cushion its own
this superior position not only burgeoning current account”
through its economic might butdeficits. This, in turn, if it were to
through its superior military and happen, would lead to a slump ir
political dominance inthe world. the latter economies. Even if the

Irrespective of such might, aUSweretoinsulate itself from such
crisis will, necessarily, follow a slump, it would still bring the
because in order to maintain theglobal capitalist systemto the brink
stability of its currency, the USA of a major crisis because of shar
accumulates a massive currentleflation in the emerging
account deficit vis-a-vis other economies whose currencies th
major capitalisteconomies. USA is today seeking to revalue.

This is because the dollar isthe Therefore, irrespective of how
stable medium of wealth holding.the current crisis is overcome, §
This also happens because thmajor systemic crisis for world
USA, inorderto maintainits leadingcapitalism is in the offing. The US

By Sitaram Yechury

revolutionary ideological struggle
ofthe working class and its decisive
intervention under the leadership
of a party wedded to Marxism-
Leninism - the subjective factor
without which no revolutionary
transformation is possible.

This period has also seen the
rising resistance to such growing
imperialisthegemonic efforts. But
it must be noted that much of the
struggles launched by the working
class and the exploited sections
have essentially been defensive in
nature, i.e., defending their existing
rights from greater encroachment
by neo-liberalism. Resistance in
the nature of mounting the assault
on the rule of capital is yet to take
a decisive shape.

In Latin America, the sharprise
in the distress caused by neo-
liberalism has led to big movements
of resistance that have resulted in
electoral victories of the anti-neo-

position, necessarily has towould, however, seek to thwart

liberal forces in at least eleven

accommodate the products of othesuch a crisis by transferring theTime-Warner at a cost of $164from their actual realities of day tocountries. Some like Venezuelaand
major capitalisteconomies withinburdens, that is, intensifying billion to become the largest ICEday life. Culture here acts not as aBolivia have adopted radical Left-

its own market. However, whenitexploitation  through

its conglomerate inthe world. Rupertappeal to the aesthetic, but as wing programs. In Cyprus, for the

seeks to reduce this deficit, thisaccompanying political and Murdoch now commands adistraction, diversionfrom pressingfirst time in that country a

would affect the exports of othermilitary might.

combined news, entertainment angroblems of poverty and misery.
capitalist economies leading to Marx once remarked that theinternetenterprise whichisvalued Though

communist was elected as a
imperialism has president.

counter-intensified protectionism stability of a ruling class is ensuredat $68 billion. Likewise, Walt Disney strengthened its hegemony and It is the strengthening of the
and disruption of international only by the extenttowhichitpressedhias now acquired Marvel (ofheightened its multifacetedparties wedded to Marxism-

monetary stability. the best minds of the subordinateSpider-Man fame).

offensive all across the globe, ag. eninism along with

the

As of October 16, 2009, the totaland exploited classes inits service. Culture here acts notas an appeste have discussed earlier, it is orsharpening of class struggles
deficitof the US economy reachedAs both Marx and Engels pointedto the aesthetic, but as a distractiorihe brink of a systemic crisis whichthrough the mobilisation of popular
US$1.42trillion. Its currentaccountout, the ruling ideas of any epochdiversion from pressing problemscould prove far graver and moremasses under the leadership of the
deficitwas US$726.6 billionin 2007 are the ideas of the ruling classesf poverty and misery. The culturalencompassing than the currentvorking class that the strength

and success of the International

and US$706 billionin 2008. Theideological warto establishtheproducts that are universallyglobal recession.
This is not an inherently stableintellectualhegemony ofimperialismcreated are bombarded across the However, irrespective of the Communist movementin the 21st

situation because those holdingand neo-liberalism has been onthevorld garnering phenomenalintensity of the crisis, capitalism century will be determined.

the dollar would sooner than lateroffensive during this period. Aided profits. does notautomatically collapse. It  Sitaram Yechury isa member of

wish to trade themfor more lucrativeby this very process of globalisation  This monopolisation of the needs to be overthrown. Anthe Polit Bureau ofthe Communist

US assets. Thiswill, surely, invokeand the vastly elevated levels okphere of human intellectualerroneous understanding onlyParty of India (Marxist) and editor

passions of patriotism that will technologies, there is convergencectivity and the control over blunts the need to constantlythe Party’s newspaper, People’s

oppose such foreign ownership obfinformation,communicationsanddissemination of information sharpen and strengthen thé&emocracye

its assets. However, if the holderentertainment (ICE) into mega-through the corporate media is

of dollars decide then to shift tocorporations. salient feature of this period that

some other currency, then the For instance, the mega-seeks to continuouslypmount ar REbEI YOUth #11

plunge inthe dollar’s standing andpublishing corporatioTimehad ideological offensive against any] The latest issue of Rebel Youth magazine is now

consequently of the US economyearlier merged with the critique oralternative to capitalism. available at offices of the Communist Party &

Young Communist League. Check it out online at
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com/

would send the entire capitalistentertainment giant Warner Bros. Viewed in terms of class
system into a profound crisis.  The information giant American hegemony, the culture of
The indications of this are OnlineLtd (AOL)hasnowacquired globalisation seeksto divorce peopl

17
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"Hope In Struggle”

Debating the past and
future at the Youth
Festival in South Africa

regimes in human history: still significantly over-represented
apartheid. in post-secondary education.
My partner and | are sitting in  Look close at modern South

our living room, taken over by Africa and you will see a new N =IE-Sr=Ys [fTer-1il0]a
suitcases. Mixed between bagscountry, shaped and scarred b

1 i
I'. World Festival of
\ Youth & Students

By Johan Boyden

A delegation of forty young workers and students from
across Canada travelled to South Africa last December
for the World Festival of Youth and Students - two
weeks of conferences, sports, music, and politics under

the slogan of “Let’s defeat imperialism: for peace,
solidarity and social transformation!” People’s Voice
coverage of the Festival continues with this report on
the issues of social transformation and Africa.

Africa had an economic growthand still makes off with the
rate and profitability second only continent’s resources and wealth
to Japan. Apartheid was good foion a vast scale.

business. We learnt how black US military bases are a new
workers’ wages were held downdanger to Africa, with the recent

hats, and clothes are posterspld contrasts and contradictions, “When Apartheid was defeatedby a fascist police state with anestablishment of United States
magazines, address cards, ansbcial-economic, racial and classand the negotiations went on, thersenal of dogs, guns, tanksAfrican Command, covering all of
stacks of papers and pamphlets idivisions. Yet the young peoplenew constitution gave people theéoomber fighters, and nuclearthe continent except Egypt. Other
Arabic, French, Vietnamese,wemetwereimpatientforthe futureright to vote. We won many of theweapons. Miners’ wages saw littlethan Ethiopia and Liberia, most

Spanish, and other languages. The

mess of slogans and dirty sock{—
spills over the floor. The gift of a
carved wooden statue has broke| |

open. Afinerainoftinydeadinsecty -

has fallen like dust in one corner
We are not just making a two-

week laundry pile. We areunpacking——

memories, making sense of twa
weeks spent in another continen{
another pace of living, another
setting of political discourse. We
are not returning fromaholiday, bu
from an intense and unique
experience. Looking out our dark
winterwindow thereis asilentshing
of snow and Christmas lights. Les
than seventy-two hours ago we

'‘MASTERPLEC -y

SIADIUN

Delegates from Canada and other countries outside the

Festival opening ceremonies.

improvement for generationsAfrican countries have refused to
under apartheid, and there was naccept a US base on their soil.
health and safety code for blackAFRICOM’s  headquarters
workers. Now that is changing. remainsin Germany.

What everyone was describing
comes under a grand banner: thEy4Taa1%1 e\ =) Angola
National Democratic Revolution. '

Abrave, tortuous, difficult process  Zimbabwe literally marched into
of winning freedom for South the festival, over 300 youth clad in
Africa, not just democratic green sports track suits and bright
elections  but economic yellow hats, announcing they will
democracy. never again be a colony, fistsin the

air. Their country faces hard
Bumps in the road

sanctions by Britain the US, and
In the context of the economic

other countries, including Canada.

The sanctions make it difficult
crisis, does nationalization mearfor farmers to get basic tools like
enriching new black capitalists,fertilizer. “We disagree over the
some of whom have mistakenlyapproach to political dissent, such
purchased mines exhausted o&s of the labour movement,” a

werein Africa.
minerals? Malema himself is arepresentative from the Young
“I was really taken by the spirit demands of the Freedom Chartewealthy businessman, a strikingCommunist League of South Africa
“I remember that morning, the of the young people despite whabut notthe land, not the economy.’contradiction that has drawn shargells me, noting that right-wing
last morning we were in Africa.” | they were facing, their sense of The speaker is from the Southcriticism from the major labour opposition forces in Zimbabwe
am having coffee with a member ofcommunity and optimism,” another African Student Congress. She isinion central, the Congress ofreceive support from the United
the All-Canada delegation, delegate tells me over a bad celleontextualizing the current South African Trade Unions. States. “But we agree on the
looking out onto ice and slushlinefromVancouver, “itwasreally struggle for free education duringProfiteering on the side from necessity of the land reform and
sprayed up by trucks on a busystrong.” an inter-exchange meeting ofgovernment contracts andthe need to end the sanctions.”
Montreal street. “I| must have Eachday inthe streets betweegtudents. corruption is an endemic problem In bi-lateral discussions, the
fallen asleep at 4 am, kept awaké¢he conference halls a chorus of “Many lands were privatized,” inherited from apartheid. Zimbabwe delegates explain some
by the sound of drums and chantshanting voices could be heardshe explains.“Largeterritoriesheld Even at the festival, poor of the history of land theft during
and songs as the last partieBold and rich, they were thebythe apartheid governmentweralistribution of food left many the century of colonization. “These
continued into the night.” combined singing, clapping, cryingtaken out of public ownership anddelegates hungry on some daysstories are nottold by your media,”
We stayedin modern universityand stomping of the militant given to private individuals. Even COSATU publicly called for an ayoung Zimbabweanwoman says
dorms, a maze-like complex ofharmonies of anti-apartheidthis Fair Grounds is no longerindependentaudit of the organizingo me. Now they are looking also at
towers. Sometimes the music angtruggle songs. public. To hold this event, this committee’s finances. In a smallexpanding public ownership, into

partying seemed to reverberate festival, we must enrich a privateway we lived these contradictionsthe highly profitable diamond
through the brick buildings. individual.” these bumps along the road. Morenines.

“At 6:30 | was woken again by
the bird noises,

In the South African context, serious were problems like sexual Likewise Angolaonthe Atlantic
probably Except for the downtown, the what featured large in the Festivaharassment and sexism in theoast talked about control over
peacocks. It was already lightPretoria area is now known asdebates over social transformatioriestival, a topic for a subsequentheir large oil industry. They are
outside. | stood at my window andTshwane, after a local Africanwasthe question of free educationarticle. looking towards China and
| could see the full sweep oflanguage. Listening to the many‘Denial of education, ignorance, is Venezuela in terms of investment
countryside.” voices around the festival, wea form of oppression,” a leader of AFRICOM and development models.
| alsoremember thatlandscaperealized the re-naming is part of ahe African National Congress
From the small single-story political struggle over language.YouthLeague, JuliusMalema,said In a festival unique for its What next?
township buildings over on oneMany black South Africans are tri-in a speech to a mass arena.  significant participation of African
hill, we could see four grey wide- lingual, knowing Englishaswellas  You could sense the Southdelegations -over300youthcame Where is Africa fighting to go?
mouthed smoke-stack towers of awo African languages. African youth listening closely to from countries like Angola, Oneyoungwomandelegatetells a
local factory. More and more A struggle of re-claiming is his words, catching his fiery Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and largesession, “we are dealing with
buildings poked out of then greentaking back a country where manyrhetoric. They would discuss hisnumbers from Libya, Zambia, questions like HIV and AIDS,
trees of the humid, subtropicalsigns and names are stillin Englishdeas and personality later. MalemaVestern Sahara, Swaziland, andnemployment, so many issues... |
climate, and then were sweptawayr Afrikaans. Now there are overis not without controversy. The Morocco - the question of the nextam a health worker. A young man
under a pinky-blue hue of lowten official languages in Southnext speaker would be the Youthstep after de-colonization camesaid to me, | do not get sex when |
cloud. Africa. League president. Malema turnedorward in different ways. take a condom. It is unlucky! So
Finally skyscrapers rose out of “That means that if you are in asome heat on his leader, making a Inthe seminars, workshops andhese are the issues we are facing.”

the cloud, catching the sun, markingneeting or a conference orpassing criticism of the ANC anti-imperialisttribunal, therewas And here was alesson, perhaps
the financial district of downtown something, and you start speakingiovernment’s work in this area. akind of consensus, an agreemersomething we could all relate to -

Pretoria. Somewhere below us irnyour language, nobody says “wh
that view were the Tshwane Fairis she doing that?’” explains
Grounds, the large complex whereSiphelele “Sphelly’ Xulu, the
the festival was held. residence advisor where we stayeq
“When | came, the white and black
girls didn’t sleep in the same dorm.
rooms. We changed that.”

Our building was a women’s
student residence. The frame
photos of sports teams in the haII%
illustrated Sphelly’s story. The

National Demo-
cratic Revolution

Officially, the promise is to

Contrasts and

year university, and then the firs
djegree in President Jacob Zuma

struggle

The African continent is the
birthplace of humanity. Using
binoculars we might have seenth
United Nations Heritage site, with
some of the oldest hominid
skeletons in the world. Millions of
years have moved over these lan
where the festival came together
The last few hundred have forged,p o< show young womenhationalize the mines. Mining
a new society, giving birth to ap \44aq together YetwhiletodayinveStmentS have driven Sout
generation whose parent hite people méke up less thahAfrican capitalist development for
overcame one of the most brut%/o% of the population, they are

year of the first elections with

universal suffrage. In the first
hotos we see only white student .

iling. Then black women appearOWNership of the economy.

ut stand separately. Recent

about full emancipation is going

implement free education for first-fu

urrent term. Announcementg
ave been made, but many speake

{urther, to the question of _'

Malema’s call is to also 5

woven around grievances againsthat even in moments that may
imperialism, the system thatseembleak,thereishopeinstruggle.
creates wars where rape is a “We have had enough of this
weapon of mass horror, establisheall, now we have to get rid of
aUS military base systemin Africa,capitalism” another delegate tells
me. “Thisis the policy of my union.
We need socialism. We need
control over our economy.”
Precise definitions, theories of
different models of socialism, of
tactics and strategy - these
guestions were on the sidelines.
The main concern of delegates was
a break with imperialism. In this
sense we discussed social trans-
formation at the Festival, within,
you might say, a broad sentiment
againstwar and racism, and for our
countries to seek outa new destiny,
one of democracy, solidarity,
sovereignty and peace.

-y

Youth Festival volunteers
decades. In the 1960s, Soutlengaginginalively discussion.
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Stand by the toiling people of Tunisia!

The Communist Party of Turkey people of Tunisia against the Bi .y =]

declares its solidarity and supporiAli regime to other countries in e g - —

to the ongoing popular revoltthe region marks how commo MBMH

ULLNEVER NADA
WALK ALnnE EZE

based onunemployment, povertyhegemony in all territories,

1
i
-

—E
ek

political oppression and stateimperialism gives supportto man
terror. dictators like Bin Ali. Yet, the

The Communist Party of Turkey same imperialism is also shifting
stands by the revolt, which callsits support rapidly whenever
itself the “intifada of the poor”, such political figures fail to serve
and the progressive, revolutionaryits interests further or become 3
forces leading the movement, andhindrance to its hegemony. It is

Statement of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Turkey on the
“intifada of the poor" in Tunisia

calls all workers, the poor and theevident that such imperialist
progressive forces of Turkey tomanipulations have played a rolg
support the revolt. in the events ongoing in Tunisia,
The dictatorial practices ofthe In this respect, the revelation of
Bin Ali regime are not unique, the former commander of genera
neither in the world nor in the staff Rashed Ammar, receiving
Middle East and the Arabic world. instructions minute by minute from
Unfortunately, regimes based orthe U.S. embassy after the even
lawlessness, police and militarybroke out, isjustan example of suc
terror and plunder of the valuesmanipulation attempts. Like-wise,
created by the toiling peoplethe intrigues to plant a “new” Rallym solidarity with the people of Tunisia, Jan. 22, 2011, at the Vancouver Public Library (PV
cannot be seen as “singular'governmentthatwill brag aboutthephotos: Kimball Cariou)
casesinourworld and our regiorso-called “democratization” of the
which has been living under thecountry while pursuing the same However, the "intifada of the Tunisia, there lies the deeprevolt of the Tunisian people for
tyranny of imperialism for pro-market and Ameri-canistpoor" has given this game awayexploitation and inequality, this cause as well.
decades. The rapid outstretch opolicies withthe Bin Aliregime can The revolt of the people and theunemployment and poverty, We declare our support to the
the flag unfurled by the toiling be seen in this context as well.  struggle of the progressive forcedawlessness and corruption,demands of the progressive forces
rendered the temporarypolitical oppressionandterror. Theof Tunisia, which can be fully
government obsolete, whichconsciousness of large masses igalized only through a change of
hastily strives to hold an electionnot blurred in the sense that all othe social order. We support the
without taking any significant these causes are valid in the entirdemands toimmediately prosecute
step towards a genuine changaegion and especially in ourthose responsible for the killing of
and in which the officers of Bin country. The Communist Party ofthe protestors, to establish a
Ali actively take part. Moreover, Turkey considers standing by thegenuinely new and legitimate
the demands and actions of theoiling masses of Tunisia as agovernment composed of the
progressive forces againstrequirement of challenging therepresentatives of the workers and
looting events that aredictatorship of Justice andthe poor, to remove all barriers
intentionally organized to Development Party that has beebefore the organization of the
undermine the legitimacy of theestablished step by stepin Turkeypeople.
peoplés movement circumventedas a requirement of challenging the.ong live the intifada of the poor!
the acts of imperialism and theimperialisthegemony and capitalisi_ong live socialism!
capitalist rule in Tunisia. rule. Hence, our party calls ourCommunist Party of Turkey -
At the heart of the events inworking people to support theCentral Committee ®

Obama’s speechin Arizona

Reflections by Comrade quite afew peoplewho seethe price Thevictims ofthe shootingwere [wastryingtoimagine howmenof his merits, does not lie in the
Fidel Castro. Jan. 13. 2011 of gold ascending to $2,000 a Troydefinitely brave, each with their such as Franklin Delano Roosevelperson, but in the need for him at a
’ ' ’ ounce. There are some who evemerit, and in general they werewould have acted in similar determinate momentinthe history of
Yesterday | listened to him whenthink it will reach $2,500. humble citizens; if it hadn’t been circumstances, not to mentionhis nation.
he spoke at the University of Climatic phenomena haveso, they wouldn't have beentherelincoln, who didn’t shrink from Yesterday when he began his
Tucson where homage was beingvorsened, with considerable lossedefending the right of all giving his famous Gettysburgspeech, he looked tense, and very
paid to the six people murderedo harvests in the RussianAmericans to medical care andAddress. What other moment ismuch dependent on the written
andthe 14 woundedinthe ArizonaFederation, Europe, China,opposingthe anti-immigrantlaws.the President of the United Statepages. He soon recovered his
massacre, especially theAustralia, Northand SouthAmerica The mother of a 9-year-old girl waiting for to express the opinioncalm, his usual command of the
Democratic congresswoman forand in other areas, puttingindangelbborn on September 11th hadhat | am sure is being shared stage, and the precise words to
that state, seriously wounded by ahe food supplies for more than 8Qcourageously stated that the hatrebly the great majority of US people?express his ideas. What he didn’t
gunshot to the head. Third World countries, creating unleashed in the world had to Itisnotamatterofthe governmensay was because he didn't want to
Itwas the deed of an unbalancegbolitical instability in a growing cease. | do not harbour any doubof the United States lacking ansay it. For delivery of well-
person, drunk on the preaching ohumber of them. in the least that the victims wereexceptional personality to lead it.written and just praise for those
hatred that reigns in American The world is facing so many worthy of recognition by the What transforms a president into aleserving it, he could be awarded
society, where the fascist Tea Partyolitical, military, energy, food and President of the United Stateshistorical personage, who has beea prize. For a political speech, he
has imposed its extremism on theenvironmental problems that therealong with the citizens of Tucson,able to reach that position becauskeft a lot to be desirea.
Republican Party which, under theis no country wanting the Unitedthe students at the University
aegis of George W. Bush, led theStates to return to extremistand the doctors who, whenever
world to where it is now, on the positions that would increase theevents of this type occur, always
brink of the abyss. risks of nuclear war. unreservedly express the solidarity
Added to the disaster of wars International condemnation of which human beings carry inside
was the greatest economic crisis ithe crime in Arizona was almostthemselves. The severely wounded
the history of the United States andinanimous, a crime that dem-congresswoman, Gabrielle
a government debt that today isonstrates an expression of thaGiffords, deservesthe national and
equalto 100% ofthe GDP, togetheextremism. No one expected thenternational accolade being given
with amonthly deficittotallingmore President of the United States tdier. Today, the medical team was
than 80 billion dollars and againmake an impassioned or concontinuing to give positive
more homes being lostas aresultdfontational speech, somethinginformation on the state of her
unpaid mortgages. The prices of oilthat wouldn’t correspond to his condition.
metals, and food are progressivelgtyle or with the domestic cir- Ofcourse, Obama’s speechwas
going up. Lack of confidence incumstances and the climate ofackingthe moral condemnation of
paper currency causes goldrrational hatred that is prevailingthe policies which inspired such
purchases to increase and there aie the United States. an act.
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“ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Sodexo human Town and Johannesburg,should be 20% “to be in line with neighbours for Western nationsdomestic demand based onrising
organised by the South Africaninflation at the supermarket.” Theto either lift or ease their sanctionsvages and a more equal
rights violations Jewish Board of Deputies. UIA, meanwhile, says it will not against Burma. Moves to permitdistribution of income. The ILO

For over a year, there has beeaccept “floors or ceilings”, the establishment of trade unionemphasizes three policy
On Jan. 19, activist and actor@ bitter dispute between the Israelindicating that there will likely be a could vindicate ASEAN's stance solutions: inclusive collective

Danny Glover unveiled anextensivedovernment and the Foreignsharp clash between labour anthat Burma has made significantbargaining, legislated minimum
report by the TransAfrica Forum onMinistry Workers’ Union. The bosses. progress towards democracywages, and social protection
Sodexo’s treatment of workers indJewish Board of Deputies has Following discussions, Labour especially since the release oprogrammes.
five nations. TransAfrica -the oldestcondemned union strikers forMinister Carlos Tomada and theopposition figurehead, Aung San The report also presents a
and largest African-American obstructing the visit by Livni. The CGT's Moyano agreed in JanuarySuu Kyi. longer-term analysis of low pay,
organization promoting diversity dispute has forced the Russiarhat trade unions should propose But some remain sceptical thatdefined as being below two-thirds
and equality around the world -Presidentto cancel avisitto Israeltheir own wage increase figuresthe regime may form a “non- ofacountry’s medianwage. Since
based its report on months of in@nd lIsraeli P.M. Benjamin Thewage battle is expected totakendependent” trade union underthe late 1990s, the incidence of
country interviews with workers, Netanyahu has used members gflace in February, with differentthe control of the government.low pay has increased in two-
activists, and community memberghe Mossad spy agency to act ademands raised by various labouMarshall says the ILO is adoptingthirds of the countries for which

in Morocco, Colombia, the Strike-breakers. groups. The Argentine Workers’a wait and see approach, since figures are available. However,

Dominican Republic, France, and Centre (CTA) is seeking increasesemains unclear what structure willthe ILO found that low pay is

the U.S. Labour Central of 25%, while the CGR Azul y be putinto place - a full trade unionmuch less prevalent in countries
According to Glover, thereport o Blanca, run by Luis Barrionevo, is structure, oramodelwhichrestrainsvith higher levels of union

“tells the story of workers who are rejectS Tun|S|an demanding a 35% raise. the ability of workers to control membership.

trapped in poverty by a powerful Meanwhile, Argentina’s fruit their unions. The bill is set to be

g|oba|company-andtheninthesgovernment packers have gone on strikgabled after the country’s ”eWPortugal union

cases harassed, threatened and o ~ following the failure to reach a parliamentholdsitsfirst sessionin

fired when they speak up for their, 1 1€ three ministers belongingsalary agreement betweenthe Frulate January. leader arrested

rights.” Its purpose is to “shine at© the Tunisian Central Union packers union with the National

spotlighton the working and living YCTT: resignedonJan. 18fromthaviinistry of Employment. Wages stagnant During a rally Jan. 18 at the

conditions of Sodexo workers Employees began a blockade o ! Portuguese Prime Minister’s

around the world, and help thoses” N warehouses and refrigerationsays ILO residence, activists were provoked
workers access their basic right facilitieson Jan. 17, joining achorus and assaulted by the police.

to improve their lives and their of dissent in Argentina’s fruit  Thesecond Global Wage ReporAmong the arrested was Jose
communities.” industry after growers blockadedfrom the International Labour Manuel Marques, vice-president
TransAfrica found that Sodexo roads the previous week in RioOrganization (ILO) confirms that of the Sindicato Nacional dos
does not appear to be living up tg Negro and Neuquen. global wages have stagnatedrabalhadores da Administracao
social commitments it has made. I The union’s secretary generalduring the currenteconomic crisis(STAL, National Union of Public
fact, in country after country, the Ruben Lopez said that companieReleased in December, the reporService Workers). The protests
“pusiness model Sodexo employj had suspended many workers osays global wage growthwere against austerity measures
keeps workers poor and locks thei the grounds that strike activity (adjusted for inflation) slowed andwage cuts unilaterallyimposed

communities into seemingly generates uncertainty. from 2.2%in 2007 to only 0.8% in by the government against public
endless cycles of poverty.” “Allthe delegates have the order2008 and 0.7% in 2009. service workers.

InGuinea, Sodexoworkers reporf = tosetthe blockade, they are already While these world averages In a letter of protest, the STAL
that all Guinean employees ard ) organized and it will be for an remained slightly positive, wagescondemned “the outrage and
required to eat at a separate indefinite timeframe,” he told the actually decreased in manyarrogance of the police forces, who
cafeteria apart from Europeans an media, saying that some companiesountries. Even workers whohindered the freedom of expression

others at the Simandou mine. rransitionalgovernmentformedthenave accepted the pay increasesmained employed duringthecrisiend demonstration of people
Colombia, some female jobday before, at the request of theifequested by the union and arexperiencedflatorfallingpay.  merely acting on the defence of the

applicants have reportedly beerPfdanization. seeking arrangements with their Over-reliance on exports andmost elementary rights of workers,
required to take pregnancy tests We withdrew from the employees. consumer borrowing for economicparticularly in this case where they
and the company is reported thOYe”],mef?t on the appeal of our growth has proven to bewere justly protesting against the
have fired workers who sought to4"'o": said Houssein D'mf_iss'runions may be unsustainable, says the reportunconstitutional plundering of
joinaunion. Sodexoworkers atth ho had been appointed ministe which urges countries to increaseheir wages.”

Pueblo Viejo gold mine in the ofTrhainciSng andlEmlponrfnent: __allowed in Burma
Dominican Republic. report making The General Union of Tunisian

i 1 Workers (UGTT), a powerful TheB - . .
aslittle as $224.30 per month, whil A : h € Burmese governmentis se o
workers at the Simandou min((eiru”ISIan trade union federationtg taple new legislation that could Many items in our Global Class

i ' hich played a major role in the gjjow workers to establish trade 0
ﬁgﬁ{ﬁlmalg?gcisalgﬂe e\:vsofﬁir%eeévven_ts that.caused t_h_e downfalllo[mions_ The proposal has bee Strugl_gli COIgrPntare gO{n the

atmosphere of fear ang"ad decided that moming “not to ahour Organisation (ILO), which www .labourst art.org
intimidation” when workers have "€C09nize the new government.” says jtis working with the Burmese
sought to form a union It does not interest us to begoyernment to improve workers’
(For more information, visit Partofagovernmentthatdoes nofights,
http://cleanupsodexo.org) give sufficient assurances to the “"The |LO’s representative in

Tunisian people whenthe willistogyrma, Steve Marshall, says the[ Send me information on the

~

i move towards a real democrati .
S.A. u_nlqns_ pro- transition,"saidAbde_IjeIiIBedqui,?b?,\i/gus}),/ ;QSG%ZY;;?S:%?JM'S Communist Party Of Canada
test Livni trlp who had been appointed Ministeihe sjtuation has arisen that th¢ The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud historl of

. e . o the Prime Minister. The third constitution that was adopted i} fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.

. Prommentlsrae" poll_t|(_:|an Tzipi ministertoresignwas Anouar Bemxoog has a provision that make$ The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
Livni has cancelled avisitto SouthGueddour (Secretary of State tgy|owance for the right of persons)  against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
Africa after protests by thethe Minister of Transport and particularly workers to be | active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

Congress of South African Tradeequipment). o represented, which would leadf movements on awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arp set
Unions (COSATU). While a  Widespread criticisms werehem to the situation of collectivel democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s part} of
spokesperson for the oppositiorraised against the composition Ofoargaining." socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

€ cancenation was due 1o crackdown on the country’s tradg 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

domestic labour dispute, COSATUConstitutional Rally (RCD) party ynion movement, many groupy  416-469-2446
says the real reason was the legaff ousted President Zine El Abidinenaye been driven from the countr
threatto arrest Livni for her allegedBen Ali continued to occupy all oy reduced to underground
actions as a war criminal. Duringkey positions: Interior, Defense, associations. Suspected trad
the 2008-2009 attack by IsraelForeign Affairs, Finance, amongynionists have been arrested an

<info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.cq

Parti Communiste du Quebedsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Committee CPC

H . H . . . Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 - -
against Gaza, Livni denied tha_ltothers. imprisoned despite the governmen} Email: peq@cpe.pee.ca ?'g/fi:!g%kfggé.%gr:peg’ MB, R2W 2M3
there was any humanitarian crisis having ratified the ILO convention | ¢ commitee cPC

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1  Ontario Ctee. CPC

; 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net ! !

I cpbe@telu Tel: 416-469-2446
Edmonton CPC

; Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO )
Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 af;’n ’}ftg'r‘]"%ﬁl"e” Apt. 815
Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 Tel: 905—’548-’9586
Calgary CPC

Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC

. 548 Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0O
Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 Tellfax: 902-542-7981
Saskatchewan CPC

Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

in the territory, even as _hund.redS‘Nage talks to on the Freedom of Association.
of Palestllnla}r.ls were being killed ] . But international pressure ha
by Israeli military forces. At the Start In Argentlna seenthe governmentadopta light

time, shewas Israel’'s deputy Prime o approach. Since November 200
Minister and Foreign Minister. Wage negotiations betweenthgnhere have been a series of strik

The COSATU-led Coalitionfor Union Industrial Argentina (UIA) in Rangoon, with workers
a Free Palestine (CFP) hademployer group and the country’sprotesting and demanding highe
announced its support for a call foitrade unions are set to begin S00Nyages, with little interference from
South African authorities to arrestin a context of sharply increasedyrmed forces.
Livni. She had been scheduled foinflation. CGT President Hugo  The latest developments com
speaking engagements in Cap#loyano says the wage increasg@mid calls from Southeast Asian

=
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Agent Orange continues to cause suffering

diseases, and other illnessegeople has been practically nondown in 2005 and joint research
Dioxin continues to turn up in the existent. was cancelled. An appeal against
breast milk and blood of South Vietnamese complaints werethe dismissal of the class action
Vietnamese people. Dioxin-ignored until 2002, when the USsuit was denied in 2007.
contaminated soil continues toand Vietham began jointresearch In 2006, George W. Bush
menace food and water suppliesand discussions around the healtpromised cooperation with
The Vietnam Red Cross estimatesnd environmental impacts ofVietnam on addressing the affects
3 million Viethamese people haveAgent Orange. In 2004, Vietnamesef Agent Orange. But to date only
been affected. victims of Agent Orange filed a $9 billion has been provided by the

The spraying of forests deeplyclass action lawsuit, which wasUS government, while the cost of
harmed the ecology of Vietnam.dismissedinthe US courts. The URleaning up Agent Orange is
Deforested areas remain difficult,government invoked sovereignestimated at around $300 million.
if notimpossible, to reforest. Areasimmunity, whichwas alsodeclared In June 2010, a joint panel of
subjected to Agent Orange havepplicable to the chemicalU.S.andViethamese policymakers,
very low levels of species diversity.companies contracted to make
Dioxins continue to move through Agent Orange. Negotiations broke S€€ AGENT ORANGE, p.11
the food web as a result of the
ingestion of contaminated plants
animals, and water.

Both the US government andé

By Stephen Von Sychowski

The Anti-Imperialist Court
convened on Dec. 19-20 in
Tshwane, South Africa, as part o
the 17th World Festival of Youth
and Students. Witnesses fro
across the globe told of the horror
inflicted upon their countries by
imperialism.

Among these moving
presentations was that of thg
Viethamese youth, whotold of the
terrible consequences of the
chemical substance Agent Orangs
used between 1967 and 1971 by th
US military as part of their war of
aggression against the nationq‘.._r_ 2
liberation movementin Vietnam. — .

Agent Orange, code named folOne of the millions of tragic
the orange barrels in which it wasvictims of Agent Orange. the corporations who producecf#e=
shipped, was used as a herbicide Agent Orange (Monsanto, Dowjg#
and defoliant. The chemical wasthe slums of Saigon during thisChemical, Diamond Shamrock)
used to remove the cover providegeriod. These numbers includedeny responsibility for the
by forests to Vietnamese liberatiomeither the additional use of Agentmonstrous effects of the chemical-
fighters, and to destroy crops inOrangein Laos and Cambodia, nowarfare unleashed by US
order to force peasants towardsts effects on US troops. imperialism. A class action lawsuit
the US-dominated cities. Thegoal Survivors, and their filed by US veterans resulted in
was to deprive the guerilla forcesdescendants, continue to suffecompensation which was pitifully [
of their base of support and foodfrom birth defects and deformities,inadequate. Meanwhile, g
supplies in the countryside. high rates of cancer and skincompensation to the Viethamesg

The US air force cynically
termed this campaign of chemical
warfare “Operation Ranch Hand”.
During this genocidal operation,
6,542 spraying missions occurred,

alism

Romanians say communismwas better than capit

pouring 75 million liters of Agent From a commentary first

Orange on South Vietnam. Thes‘?)osted on the 21st Century
Socialism website, by Jame

missions destroyed 10 million
hectares of agricultural land. More
than 20%ofSouthVietnam’sforestcross’ October 2010

leader Nicolae Ceaucescu, whileommunism) recalledthatthey,ora Buoyed by these successes, the
only 23% think that life is better family member, had beenarrestedajovernment led by Nicolae

SIoday. Theremainder gave aneutraome time while the communistsCeaucescu went into debt during

or ‘don’t know’ answer. were in power. the 1970s, buying expensive
The reasons given by the Putting their best spin on theindustrial equipmentfromthe West

land was sprayed at least once.  According to a recent poll participants for their positive outcome ofthe survey, the ICMERto increase the country’s economic
This alone would have madeconducted in Romania, a largeevaluation ofthe communist periodnoted that pluralities of those polledgrowth rate on the expectation that
the use of Agent Orange a crimemajority of those who expressedwere mainly economic, with the (41% and 42% respectively) agreedVestern countries would increase
against humanity and an act ofanopinion stated that life was betteavailability of jobs cited by 62% with the statements that thetheirimports from Romania. That
terrorism, considering the masswhen the Communist Party was inand decent living conditions by communistregime was criminal orstrategy failed, and the austerity
indiscriminate use of dangerouspower than it is now under 26%,; the provision of housing for illegitimate. A substantial minority programme implemented to pay off
chemicals on civilian capitalism. Most people gave aall was referred to by 19%. (37% and 31%) disagreed withthe national debt gave rise to
populations. But Agent Orangefavourable viewaboutcommunism The survey was sponsored byhose propositions and the resincreasing resentment...
alsoincludes a highly toxic dioxin in principle, with over 60% saying the government-funded IICMER were neutral or gave no opinion... Inits analysis of the poll results,
compound called 2,3,7,8-thatcommunism is ‘a good idea’.(the Institute for Investigating the Before the communists took ICMER noted that Romanians are
Tetrachlorodibenzodioxin. The pollsters noted a significantCrimes of Communism and thepower in Romania, most peoplefar from alone in their generally
About 4.8 million Vietnamese increase in sympathy with Memory of Romanian Exile), in were illiterate and had no access tpositive evaluation of 20th Century
people were exposed to Agentommunist ideas since a similarorder to help guide the institute inhealth care. Fewin the countrysidecommunism. According to asurvey
Orange. More than 400,000 peoplgoll was carried out four years agoits work to ‘educate’ the populationwhere the majority lived, had carried out in several Central and
were Killed, injured, or disabled, Conducted by the Romanianabout the evils of communism.sanitation or electricity. Infant East European countriesin 2009 by
and over 500,000 children werepolling organisation CSOP, theAmong the most bitter mortality rates were among thethe US-based Pew Research Center,
born with birth defects due to thesurvey found that over 49% ofdisappointments for thatworstin Europe, and most peoplehe proportion of people in former
exposure of their parents. Some 1.Bespondents agreed that life wasrganisation were the answerdglied from hunger or disease beforasocialist nations who take the view
million refugees were forced into better under the late Communisgiven to a question which askedeaching the age of 40. Romaniahat life under capitalism is worse

U.S. anti-war activist s
slam FBI infiltration

Anti-war and solidarity activists who are being called before a
grand jury in Chicago have learned that before the protests against
the 2008 Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota,
police infiltrated the Twin Cities Anti-War Committee (AWC).
The infiltrator, “Karen Sullivan”, joined the AWC in April 2008,
and later the Freedom Road Socialist Organization.

Misty Rowan, of the Anti-War Committee, said, “The AWC
played an importantrole in organizing the permitted march on the
Republican National Convention on September 1, 2008, and also
organized a rally and march on the fourth day of the convention.
We can only assume thatthis First Amendment protected organizing
was the reason thatthis agent, Karen Sullivan, infiltrated the AWC.
It is the same kind of infiltration criticized in the October 2010
inspector general report and highlighted in the recent release of
documents from the Richmond, Virginia, police, where any sort
of assembly is defined as a disturbance and threat.”

In the summer of 2009, the agent signed up for a solidarity trip
to Palestine. Three members of the delegation were denied entry
atthe Tel Aviv airportand eventually sentback to the U.S., Sarah
Martin, Katrina Plotz and the agent. On the word of this agent,
these activists were prevented from witnessing what is paid for
with U.S. tax dollars in Israel and the Occupied Territories.

Itappears thatthe investigation of the U.S. Attorney is focused
on small donations to the daycare and women’s centre projects of
the Union of Palestinian Women’s Committees, an NGO registered
with the Palestinian Authority with local offices across the West
Bankand Gaza. The Union is a progressive women'’s organization
that strives to build respect for women’s rights. ®

whether the participants or theirhad a right wing regime which than it was during the period of
families had suffered under theallieditselfwith Hitler duringWorld communist power is as follows:
communist system. War Two, and as part of thatPoland, 35%;CzechRepublic, 39%;

A mere 7% of respondents saichlliance Romania’s capitalist Slovakia, 42%; Lithuania, 42%;
they had suffered underadministration sent most of theRussia, 45%; Bulgaria, 62%;
communism, with a further 6% country’s Jewish population to theUkraine, 62%; Hungary, 72%.
asserting that although theyNazideath camps. Particulary significant in the
personally had notsuffered,afamily  Achieving power following the results ofthe 2010 CSOP/IICMER
member had suffered. Again, theSovietvictory againstNaziGermanypoll in Romania is that, as they
reasons given were mainlyin1945,the Romaniancommunistacquire more experience of life
economic, with most of the small- hitherto an illegal undergroundunderthe ‘marketeconomy’ people
group who had direct or family group fighting the pro-fascist are becoming more negative about
experience of suffering undergovernment and the Nazis -capitalism and positive about
Communist Party rule citing the numbered only a few thousandcommunism. Inthe previous pollin
shortages which occurred in theHowever, they succeeded in2006,53% expressed afavourable
1980s when Romaniaimplementedanobilising the enthusiasm of theopinion about communism; the
an austerity programme in order tqpeople to rebuild their war-shattered?010 survey showed that 61% are
repay the country’s foreign debt. Acountry. llliteracy was almostwiped favourable towards communism.
small fraction of the minority who out, health serviceswere massively The CSOP’s survey findings are
had suffered during the communisimproved and extended, and - as theot altogether surprising in view
period said they had lost out byparticipants in the CSOP surveyof what has taken place since
having their property nationalised,point out - jobs, homes and decentapitalism was reintroduced -
and a handful (6% of those who hadiving standards became availablencreased poverty, the rise of
experience of suffering underfor everybody. unemployment and insecurity.
Romania’s health system is
currently in crisis, and public
sector workers have recently had
their pay cut by 25%.

Information on the poll: 1133
people aged 15 and over were
interviewed between Aug. 27 and
Sept. 2, 2010. Interviews were
conducted based on a standardized
guestionnaire, face to face athome.
Margin of error: 2.9%®
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. Unity and milit ancy: labour
struggles ofthe 1920s

90

During 2011,
anniversary of the Communistthe basis of industrial unionism To overcome the impact of the
Party of Canada, we will print a and class struggle policies. Whilewidespread split in labour, the
series of articles on prominentthis led to antagonisms betweerCommunist Party helped to

the 90th callfor broadtrade union unity on12. The Abolition of Capitalism.

historical figures and struggles Communist and anarcho-persuade radical workers to
linked with the Party. This issuesyndicalists, the eventualsupport a “back-to-the-unions”
looks at the Trade Union outcome was clear. Bythe end omovement, countering the
Educational League, which playedthe decade, the influence of‘mistaken worship of secession”
a critical role in working class anarcho-syndicalism had wanedamong Canadian radicals. Thg
resistance during the 1920s, andand the OBU became ashadow gbarty’s early organizers were
remains relevant to this day. its original self. simultaneously the initiators of
Sinceitsorigins, the Communist Meanwhile, the communist campaigns to organize the
Party of Canada has grappled witlrade unionists channelled theirunorganized, and to reunite in ong
a complex problem: how to energies into building the Tradeunion workers who had becomg
strengthen both the militancy andUnion Educational League, andivided in the course of the clasg
the unity of the trade unioninternational formation which struggle.
movement. In 1918, the organizecbecame active in Canadain April Workers increasingly sought
working class in English-speaking1922. The TUEL was nota separateut the advice and assistance @
Canadawas splitbetweentheradicdéderation or union body, butthe Communists. Party leaders likg
syndicalist One Big Union (OBU) instead carried out agitational andlim Buck, Annie Buller, Beckie
and the reformist-led Trades anceducational activities. The Buhay and Jeanne Corbin wen
Labour Congress (TLC). The OBU,program of action adopted by thento every mining camp in Nova
closely linked to the labour upsurgeCanadian section of the TUEL Scotia, Northern Ontario, Alberta
around the 1919 Winnipeg Generaincluded 12 key points: and British Columbia.
Strike, considered “industrial 1. Organize the unorganized The campaign to reunite the
unionism” as a form of labour workers for higher wages, shorterradicals with the masses of the
organization superior to the “crafthours. workers in the old unions had
union” approach of the TLC. 2. Organize a powerful minority important results. Allover Canada
Theyearsfollowing 1919 becamemovementwithin the trade unionsworkers who had been on the
a period of “disorderly retreat” and 3. Organize shop committees. sidelinesreturnedtothe TLC craft
bitter disputes for the labour4. United independent laborunions, winning support for
movement. Many prominent OBU political action. militant policies. The newspaper,
leadersjoinedthe CommunistPartyp. Canadian trade unionpublishedbythe Canadian TUEL
(known publicly as the Workers’ autonomy. The Left Wingreceived support
Party until 1924) and supported its5. Affiliation of every functioning from local unions in every part of
stand for wider working class unity.trade union to the Trades andhe country. Organizations
But others with an anarcho-Labor Congress of Canada. representing one-third of the trade
syndicalist outlook rejected this7. Affiliation of every local union unionists in Canada endorsed th
position, reflecting the radical viewsto the local Trades and Labourmprogram of the TUEL.
widely held among sections of theCouncils. When the convention of District
working class in western Canada.8. Build a workers’ press. 26, United Mine Workers of
At the 1922 Workers’ Party 9. Nationalization of industry.  America, metat Truro, Nova Scotia
convention, this issue sparked d0. Amalgamate the craft unions.
heated debate, ending withll. International trade union
overwhelming endorsation of theunity.

People'’s Voice 2011 Calendar:
"Working Class Heroes"
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The 2011 People’s Voice Calendar is now available. This year’s theme is “Working Class
Heroes”, paying tribute to fourteen Canadian labour activists who played important roles
in the struggle against the bosses and the capitalist state. The 14-month Calendar (January
2011-February 2012) includes a wide variety of memorable dates for the working class
movements, from birthdays of prominent revolutionaries to the anniversaries of watershed
struggles for peace, social justice, equality and socialism. The above photo from the Calendar
shows demonstrators in Regina's Market Square during the On to Ottawa Trek of 1935.

For your copy, send $5 plus $3 to cover postage to People’s Voice, 706 Clark Drive,
Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. The Calendar is also on sale at the Ontario Bureau of People’s
Voice (290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6) and our Manitoba Bureau (387 Selkirk Ave.,
Winnipeg, R2W 2M3). Rates for bulk orders are available on request.

British Columbia readers can pick up the Calendar at People’s Co-op Books, 1391

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Steelworker sings for Hamilton

Atatime when locked-out Hamilton steelworkers are on the fron
of a fight crucial to all Canadian working people, one of their u
brothers has recorded a powerful song, set it to an equally S
video and posted it on YouTube, where it's received almost 1(
views. Remo Cino worked for 10 years at the former Stelco plant
he was laid offin November 2008. Sometime later at the union h
heard a child read a poem that moved him to write “Everything C

* at a Price.” The song touches a lot of bases: the feeling of bein
off, the effect onthe local economy, the pride of Hamilton’s steelwo
and their betrayal by the Canadian state. Look it up on YouTub
leave a message for Remo while you're at it.

fLawyer seeks arrests in Jara murder

A Chilean government lawyer is seeking the arrest of four retired
officers for the murder of Victor Jara. The renowned folksinger
executed shortly after the U.S.-backed coup of September 11
that overthrew the socialist government of Salvador Allende
installed dictator Augusto Pinochet. Chile’'s Interior Minis
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submitted the request to Judge Juan Fuentes Belmar on D

Soon after he was tortured and shot to death. In 2009 his remai
reburied in a massive public funeral.

Cubans pay homage to John Lennon

/cubamigo.org/juliancindy/lennon.html.

Musicians donate to Arizona migrants

Sound Strike, a musicians’ organization that calls for the boyc
Arizona until it repeals its anti-immigrant Bill 1070, donated 40 1
of food and distributed 2,000 toys to immigrant families at an out
concertin Phoenix on Dec. 18. Money for the food came from a cd
in Los Angeles by rockers Rage Against the Machine and si
songwriter Conner Oberst. Potatos, oranges, beans and rice
purchased from Native American co-ops. Funds for the toys

from online donations to Sound Strike. December 18th is Internai

rights issues facing migrants throughout the world. For n
information visit www.thesoundstrike.net.

Phil Ochs: There But For Fortune

Phil Ochs, one of the outstanding radical folksingers and songw
ofthe 1960s, is arelatively obscure figure today, buta new film g
his life and times may change that. “Phil Ochs: There But For For
opened in New York on Jan. 5 and is showing at selected
American theatres. The documentary, directed by Kenneth Bo
contains rare performance footage plus interviews with Joan
Peter Yarrow, Pete Seeger, and many others. Ochs walked
footsteps of Woody Guthrie, believing that music should be a
for social justice. In 1976, misunderstood by the counterculture
helped to create, depressed by the state of the movemen
suffering from mental iliness, Phil Ochs took his own life. His m
lives on. For more info: http://philochsthemovie.com/.

Nova Scotia Mass Choir honours Dr . King

1986, is celebrated unofficially by many Canadians. On Jan.
Halifax, the Nova Scotia Mass Choir presented “The Dr
Continues,” its eighth annual Martin Luther King concert at
Dalhousie University Arts Centre. Guest soloists were Afrig
Canadianjazz singer Jeri Brown and Nova Scotia R&B singer H
MacKay. Special tribute was paid to the Jamaican Maroons.
than 500 of these descendants of escaped slaves were dep
Canadain 1796, where they were employed to work on the H
Citadel and subsequently founded the nearby town of Presto
35-member Nova Scotia Mass Choir was founded in 1992. For
info: http://nsmasschoir.com/.

Commercial Drive, Vancouver. @

i

c. 21,

naming retired officers Edwin Dimter, Hugo Sanchez, Raul Joffr¢ and
ex-prosecutor Ronaldo Melo as defendants. The investigation pegan
in 2008 when army conscript José Paredes Marquez was chargéed with
the killing. He continues to protest his innocence. Victor Jaral was
detained in a stadium along with 5,000 other Allende suppofters.

were

On Dec. 8, early risers in Havana were surprised by a rock band on
the roof of the Central Museum of Decorative Arts. On the BOth

E anniversary of John Lennon’s murder, local musicians were paying
their respects by performing in the manner of the Beatles’ final concert
ontheroof of their London recording studio. The Cubans, who gather
once amonthto play Beatles music, closed with “Imagine”, Lenrjon’s
anthem for world peace. Ten years earlier President Fidel Castfo and
musician Silvio Rodriquez, at a nearby park, unveiled sculptor|José
Villa’s statue of John Lennon, and Ricardo Alarcon, President gf the
National Assembly, delivered a moving eulogy. Read it here: http:/
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The Tunisian uprising: a
great victory of the people

the citizens andto ensure the safetyther  parties
of people and goods. organizations. ; . .
3. Tomobilize all the means ofthe9. To call upon the provisional Eg;%g;{;ggcgﬁdgggﬁoﬁfﬂ;
State to restore safety, so that th&overnment to cut the bonds ublic meetina to honour secular
army and police force canreturn tdbetween RCD party and the Stategun.abi writegr]Dr Darshan Gill
The Patriotic and Democratic barracks. and to immediately restore to theF I f G ' t Si h.
Labour Party greets the people oft. To quickly create a nationalpublic domain the goods which 7% g]68’251a54 urpreet singn,
Tunisia for the prodigious work commission of inquiry on the this party seized. el :
which it carried out by taking part recourse to the shootings with live10. To demand that the provisiona Vancouver. BC
in the general uprising whose firstrounds; to pursue the persongovernment offers all necessar - —
spark burstin Sidi Bou Zid withthe responsible; to replace thefacilities to the Union of Students, Left Film Night, “The Cradle
martyrdom of young Mohammed prefects, under-prefects. the trade union of the journalists, Will Rock,” TimRobbinsfilm on
Bouazizi, and which led to the fall 5. To quickly create a nationalthe association of the magistrated- 930s culturalupheavalsin New
of the dictator Ben Ali. commission of inquiry on and the league of human rights so’0rk, Sun., Jan. 30, Centre for
This uprising was truly a popular corruption and illegal enrichment, that they provide structure to theSocialist Education, 706 Clark
general movement, initiated by theand to give it all the necessarycitizens, and maintain the destinyPrive. Admissionfree, donations
people and carried out by themeans to pursue those who actedf the country in the hands of welcome, call604-255-2041 for
people. Today, after the escape dh a manner to expropriate goodsTunisians, far from the interferencedetails. Next Left Film Night will
the tyrant and the fall of the mostthe acquired in an illegal way andof the foreign hegemonic forces. be Sun., Feb. 27.
extreme elements of his systemof restoring all seized goods toll. The Party declares that it willJose Marti Anniversary
the Party makes a point of stressingheir owners. exert, in the connection of theCelebration, Sun., Jan. 30, 2-
the following tasks and urgent6. To quickly create a nationalprovisional government, a policy 5 pm, Peretz Centre, 6184 Ash
points: committee of democratic of positive critical opposition. St. Featuring the documentary
1. Tomobilize all forces to bring to foundation, to break with the 12. The Party affirms that it will Sin Embargo, on how Cubans
an end the plundering and terroiniquitous systemwhich prevailedcontinue to consolidate its cope with the U.S. blockade.
being carried out by the criminalfrom 1955 to 2011, and to found arelationships with all national, Entertainment, refreshments,
gangs in the service of the moshew system that will guaranteedemocratic and progressive forcemdmission by donation,
extreme sectors of the Ben Alifreedom, guarantee transparenwithinaframework of the struggle organized by Canadian-Cuban
regime. elections, and consolidate theagainstimperialism, Zionism andFriendship  Association-
2. To support and widen theprogressive gains that the peopleeaction, for national sovereignty, Vancouver.
“Citizens’ Civil Defence obtained by virtue of the struggle.democracy and progress. Open Pit Imperialism:
Committees” which have been7. To demand that the provisional The Party thanks all those inthec3nada at Home and Abroad.
formed in the districts to protectGovernmentanswers the claims oArab world and the inwhole world |5 ,nch of“lImperial Canada” with

the protest movement of the peoplevho supported the struggle of our, ;thor Todd Gordon. and forum
continued from page 10

Surrey, BC

Honour Dr. Darshan Gill, Feb.
6, 2-5 pm, Strawberry Hill

Excerpts from the Jan. 16 and  civil
declaration by the Tunisian
Patriotic and Democratic

Labour Party

and the youth for coordination people and thus helped it to carry,, canadian mining companies
with the trade-union centre (UGTT) out this great victory. with Tria Donaldson and Bayron
andthe living forces of the country, (While not a Marxist-Leninist Figueroa (UNRG Canada), Tue.
and shuns the diktats of theparty, the Tunisian Patriotic and goy 1 7 pm, SFU Ha,rbou;
European Union about theDemocratic Labour Party has Centre,7000 5’15W. Hastings.
liberalization of the economic warm relations with the South .. iﬁfo email
exchanges and services. African Communist Party, and antigoldcorp@gr’nail.com

in June 1922, delegates -
unanimously endorsed the TUELS To demand that the provisionakttended the 2nd Conference for, Women's
Memorial March, honour

program. Scores of local unions o@°VErNMent _recognizes theDemocracy in Africa and the 1st20th  Annual
: ) Patriotic and Democratic LabourForum of Leftmovementsin Africa,” =
railway workers supported the missing and murdered women,
Monday, Feb. 14, 12 noon at

TUEL, especially the idea of Party immediately, as well as allorganized by the SACRe)
Carnegie Centre, Main &

amalgamating their craft unions
Hastings. For info on related

into one industrial union of railway
workers. In Alberta, the return of events during early February,
visit http://womensmemorial-

the militants to the United Mine
Workers of America led to the march.wordpress.com or call
election of a slate of left-wing Marlene, 604-665-3005.
candidates to the district Wars, Lies and Wikileaks,
leadership, and a successfuj Thur., Feb. 17, 7 pm, public
campaign to organize workers a forur.r,1 Wit.h G'ail Da'vidson
(Lawyers Against War) and

open-shop mines in the province
In Montreal, Communists were Micheal Vonn (BC Civil
Liberties), Room 1800, SFU

elected to the executive of the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers Harbor Centre (515 W. Hast-
ings), organized by StopWar,

Union, the largest needle trades
Vancouver’s anti-war coalition.

union in the country.
Not surprisingly, the right-wing .
COPE Winter Gala, Sat., Feb.
26, 7-11 pm, Coalition of

leaders of the craft unions in the
Progressive Electors mas-

TLC actively obstructed
guerade ball at Museum of

campaigns for amalgamation

Canadian autonomy, and militant
Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut St.
Hosted by comedian Charles

policies. One response was th
Demers, west coast food,

People'sVoice deadlines:

FEBRUARY 15-28issue: Thursday, Feb. 3
MARCH 1-15issue: Thursday, Feb. 17
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Norman
Bethune
Day
Dinner

D

formation in 1927 of the All-
Canadian Congress of Labou
(ACCL), based mainly among
independent Canadian industrial
unions. In other cases,
secessionist tendencies grew
within the Canadian sections of

What's Left

special musical performance
and more. Tickets $70 (student/
youth $40, low-income tickets
available), email cope@-
cope.bc.caor604-255-0400.

Winnipeg, MB

Keep Resisters in Canada,
fundraising dinner Feb. 12, 6
pm, with war resister Joshua
Key, Ethiopian vegetarian food,
411 Cumberland Ave., tickets
$20, callKRICC, 792-3371.

Toronto, ON

Never Againfor Anyone, hear
Auschwitz survivor Dr. Hajo
Meyer, writer Lee Maracle, and
Khaled Mauammar, President
of Canadian Arab Federation,
Tuesday, Feb. 1, 7-10 pm,
Winchevsky Centre, 585
Cranbrooke Ave.,$10orPWYC.
Info: www.neveragainfor-
anyone.com.

Why We Need the Canadian
Boat to Gaza, Sat., Feb. 12,
7:30 pm, Bloor Street United,
300 Bloor St. W., speaker Jeff
Halper (Israeli Committee
Against House Demolitions).
Advance tickets $10 from Beit
Zatoun, 612 Markham St., or
Toronto Women’s Bookstore,
73 Harbord St., callRuthat416-
588-6356.

Norman Bethune Day Dinner,
Sat., Feb. 26, 7 pm, 290
Danforth Ave., tickets $5. Media
sponsor People’s Voice. Door
prize; one-week all-inclusive trip
for two to Cuba. Call 416-460-
2446 for tickets.

Global Crisis, Fiscal Restraint
and Public-Private Part-
nerships, 2011 Clarke Memorial
Lecture with John Loxley. 7 pm,
Thursday, March 10, Ryerson
University, Oakham Lounge, 2nd
floor, 63 Gould St. Co-sponsored
by Ryerson CUPE Locals 233,
1281, 3904, Ontario Council of
Hospital Unions/CUPE. Info:
Bryan Evans at 416-979-5000
x4199.

Montreal, QC

Whose Security? Countering

the National Security

Agenda, Feb. 4-6, Concordia
University, People’s Com-
mission Network Popular
Forum. For details, visit
www.peoplescommission.org.

Palestinians And Jews

United, Boycott-Disinvestment-
Sanctions picket, every
Saturday 1-3 pm, outside Le
marcheur at Duluth & St Denis.

Agent Orange....

unions affiliated to the American
Federation of Labour.

Despite red-baiting and other
attacks, left wing labour activists
continued to struggle for unity.
But the class collaborationist
approach of the leaders of the TLQ
and even the ACCL finally
compelled a change of tactics. In
1929, the TUEL wasreorganized ag
the Workers’ Unity League, witha
mandate to organize the
unorganized into powerful
industrial unions under rank and
file control. The stage was set fo
a new era in Canadian labou
history. e

(Continued in our March 1-15
issue.)

Celebrate the pioneer of Canada's
Medicare system! Door prize: one
week all-inclusive trip for two to Cuba.

Sat., February 26, 7 pm
290 Danforth Avenue
Toronto

Tickets $5. Media sponsor
Peoples \bice.

Call 416-460-2446 for
tickets and information.

Vietnamese continue to face the
tragic consequences of chemical
citizens and scientists released warfare.
proposal urging $30 million per Today, the US continues its
year over the next 10 yearsto cleamiolent occupations of Iraq and
up dioxin-contaminated sites. ToAfghanistan, which include the
date, the demands of Vietham, andise of such substances as depleted
many others in the internationaluranium. Israel, a close ally of the
community, have beenignored byUS, continues to act as an
the US government. apartheid state, carrying out
The use of Agent Orange wasgenocidal policies against the
a crime against both humanityPalestinian people, and using
and the environment. The effortsillegal weapons such as white
of US imperialism to use terror, phosphorus. One can only wonder
mass murder, economic sabotagéftoday’s warmongers have learned
and ecological destruction, didnothing from the past. And worse,
not stop the Vietnamese peoplevhat price will future generations
fromwinning theirindependence.pay for today’s crimes of
But a third generation of imperialism®

continued from page 9
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Can we accept a $172 billion revenue gap?

crisis. But the NDP has also02004, including $169.4 million in $172 billion over the lifetime of one Canadianand U.S. workers remain
signalled that they may vote for aprofits from stock options. majority government - enough tounemployed at a time of world-
For the political left, it sounds Tory budget which includes the However, wages in 1992 werelift millions of Canadians out of record profits.
like a gift from a distant relative; next corporate tax cuts. And the55.2% of GDP. By 2005, they hadpoverty, to build homes for Weir also notes another reason
apparently, the nextfederal electiorGreens, sadly, refuse to sound to€allen to only 50.2%. That 5.2% everyone, to dramatically upgradewhy the tax cuts are ineffective at
will be fought over the issue of critical of big business these daysdifference represented adecline ofransit systems and cutproviding their supposed benefits.
corporate wealth. Stephen Harper That leaves it up to the $71.3 billion in the share of GDP greenhouse gas emissions, to make “Much of the revenue forgone
and his chest-thumping Tories ar&Communist Party of Canada torepresented by wages in 2005. post-secondary education andy Canadiangovernmentswill flow

By Kimball Cariou

ready to go the wall for their right ring the alarm. About two apprenticeship programsnot to enterprises operating in
to keep slashing taxes for thedozen Communist free for young Canadians. Canada but to foreign
benefit of big capital. candidates will be on the There are other ways togovernments,” says Weir. The U.S.

Whatagolden (excuse the punpallot across Canada,
opportunity to point outto working campaigning on a platform
class voters that this will keepto restore the former 29%
making the rich richer, at thecorporate tax rate.
expense of the rest of us. Even Think what this could

voters who lean to the right maymean forthe federal treasury //

calculate the net outcome.and Japan tax their corporations
Progressive economist Erinon a worldwide basis, and U.S.-
Weir notes the Financebased businesses account for
Canada estimate that bynearly one-third of all profits
slashing the federal subject to Canada’s general
corporate tax rate from 22%corporate tax rate. The net effect of
to 15%, the Harper Tories cutting federal and provincial
are reducing annual corporatetaxesinCanada, explains
revenues by $14 billion.  Weir, is that between $4 billion to
The ruling class argues $6 billion annually will shift from
that cutting corporate taxesCanadian governmentstothe U.S.

question the Tory “deficit cutting” First, here are some figures
mantra, since Harper's gang areo help comprehend the
inflating the deficit by reducing scale of the corporate tax
revenues, and ratcheting upip-off and the blatant
spending on boondoggles like theransfer of wealth to the rich.
$16 billion fighter-jet purchase. Just eight years ago, ne! is “good for the economy”. treasury, and more to Jap&Ror
Ironically, Liberal leader corporate profitsin Canada A new 36-page reporta full explanation, read Weir's
Michael Ignatieff has grabbed thefor 2003 reached an all-time ' released by the Canadianrcommentary on the Progressive
headlines, courageously pledgingecord, topping $102 billion. Over And then things got worse. Manufacturers and Exporters sayg&conomics Forum website.)
to resist moves for furtherthe next three years this figureHeading into the economic crisis“corporate tax cuts create jobs, Cutting corporate tax rates is
corporate tax cuts, downto 15% byjumped to $132 billion, then $157 of September 2008, profits keptboost investment and they makeyood for a handful of wealthy
next year. Ignatieff refrains from billion, and finally $168 billion in skyrocketing, pastthe $250 bilionCanada more globally investors, but not for working
mentioning thatitwas the Chretien/2006. As Mel Hurtig wrote ifhe mark per year. During the third competitive.” people. That theme should be
Martin Liberals who started Truth About Canadagorporate quarterof2008alone, corporations But tax cuts to profitable drivenhome onthe campaigntrail,
slashing the federal tax rate orprofits before taxes were 4.7% ofraked in an astounding $77 billionbusinesses will not necessarilywhenever the election is finally
corporate profits, which stood atGDP in 1992. By 2006, they hitin pre-tax profits. increase investmentor jobs. In factcalled.
29% just over a decade ago. 13.9% of GDP. This profiteering hit a speed corporations are driven to invest (Kimball Cariou was the
The NDP’s Jack Layton does Remember, these figures don'toump in 2009, dipping about one-in labour-saving technology in Communist candidate in Van-
seem to realize that this issue mainclude inflated paycheques forthird thanks to the global capitalistorder to cut costs and boost profitscouver Kingsway during the 2006

resonate with Canadian workersCEOs. Forexample, Robert Grattonmeltdown, to slightly below $200 This explains why millions of and 2008 federal electionss)
who remain battered and shelllCEO of Power Corp., receivedbillion - almost double the record
shocked from the global capitalist$173.2 million in compensation in setin 2003! Since then, profits have

ballooned again, hitting $61.5 s g
billion for the third quarter of 2010. ‘W‘NG DEEPER'
Analysts project that corporate
profits may zoom past $300 billion c
or more within a year or two. ANAD‘ANS ‘" DEBT

We have no crystal ball to  While corporate profits recover from the economic crash to climb
forecast the future, although we past the $250 billion level, most Canadians keep sinking deeper into
can say with certainty that the debt. Here are some figures frdhere Is the Money Now: The State
cycle of booms and busts is built of Canadian Household Delatreport commissioned by the Certified
into the fabric of capitalism. It's General Accountants Association of Canada.
also clear that the recent global *Household debtin Canadareached $1.41 trillion in December 2009.
crisisis far from over, considering * If household debt was spread across all Canadians, each individual
the ongoing currency wars and the would hold some $41,740 in outstanding debtin 2009, 2.5 times greater
enormous levels of consumer andthan in 1989.
government debts. *While growth rates of mortgages (secured credit) somewhat slowed

But even if Canadian corporate over 2008-2009, consumer credit (typically not supported by assets)
profits stabilized at about $250 accelerated. The share represented by revolving credit (personal lines
billion over the next five years, of credit and credit cards) within total consumer credit issued by
consider whatthe Liberal/Torytax chartered banks grew from21.1%in1989to 77.7% in 2009.
cuts will mean. The 29% rate *Borrowing through personallines of creditincreased 25-fold within
advocated by the Communist Party this period of time.
would bring in about $360 billionin * Canada has the highest consumer debt-to-financial assets ratio
total revenue. But the 15% rate setamong 20 OECD countries examined.
to take effect next year would mean * In 2010, 38% of Canadians said their debtload had increased, but only
just $188 billion. That's a gap of 33% said it had decreased.

* Equity support of the household sector’s ability to incur debt for

Every issue of PeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

And we do more than that—-we Name
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consumption purposes has eroded. By the end of 2009, owner’s equity

NEWS FOR PEOPLE, “In2010, e 3796 f thoss holding mutual fnds, tocks and bors

outside of RRSPs, and 31% of respondents holding private pension

N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts , assets, gauged the value of their assets as decreasing.
— * More than half (56%) saw their income unchanged or decreasing,

while 85% of those whose income did increase said it did so only
modestly.

*The debt-to-income ratio reached a new record high of 144.4% at the
end of 2009.

* The debt-to-assets ratio was 19.4% at the end of 2009, up from the
1990-2007 average of 15.2%.

* Declining residential assets pushed the mortgage-to-residential
assetsindicator to 65.4% at the end of 2009, much higher than the 55.0%
average between 1990 and 2007.

* Almost half of Canadians (43%) are concerned about their financial
condition at retirement. 32% of non-retired Canadians commit no

* Families with annual household incomes under $35,000 are much
more likely to have increased debt loads.

report and analyze event s from a
Address

* The composition of household assets has become riskier and less
diversified. Stocks and mutual funds accounted for 19.2% of all

revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice

household assets in 2009, more than double the 1990 level. Holdings

Postal Code of lower risk cash and deposits fell to 12.3% of household assets, down

and equality , and eventually for a

socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue! L
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from 18.0%in 1990.

* Bankruptcies nearly doubled over the past two decades, from 20.5
per 10,000 adultsin 1990t0 39.0in 2007, and then soared higher during
1wos the economic crasle.




