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BC Fed meets

5 Gains in Greece
It's an election year for delegates

' - In the wake of huge popular protegts
to the B.C. Federation of.Labour Harper S DGCIaratlon against the Greek government's

convention. There are huge issues  Canada has finally adopted the U.N. attacks on working people, that
facing working people on the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous country's Communist Party score

west coast, and they need strong Peoples - but will the Harp@ories important gains in the recent loca
leadership in the coming year implement its provisons? and regional elections.
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BC Fed delegates face critical issues

into the convention. In responseembrace a progressive economi
to the channelled optionsand social strategy for British

Delegates to the 54th annuapresented to workshops on theColumbia,” co-ordinated
convention of the B.C. Federationsecond day, delegates made sontmrgaining strategies for public
of Labour will start their work on pointed criticisms of the lack of asector unions, a campaign againg
Nov. 29, with a contest for a topsolid fightback plan. Late on thethe HST and for fair taxes, work
executive position on the agendafinal day, a composite resolutionwith community partners and First

A year ago, President Jimhitthe floor, setting outan“Action Nations to hold a Summit on
Sinclair opened the 53rdProgram”whichwasadoptedwithPoverty, support for the Young
convention with a powerful speechenthusiasm. Workers Committee and the fight
that articulated the attack on Analysing the “Action towina$10 minimum wage, and
working people. Pinning blame for Program”, B.C. Communist Party campaigns to defeat the Campbe
the present crisis on capitalism, héeader Sam Hammond later wrote iberals. The convention called
went on to demand governmenthat it was “a good start. Notfora strategic planning meeting o
action to protect the interests ofperfect, but perfection is notall affiliates to implement the
workers, not bankers and CEOs. needed as much as determinatioAction Plan.

“This is the fight of our lives,” and a call to arms...” Since then, muchwater hasgon
Sinclair said, “andit's betweenthe The highlight of the Program under the bridge, including the
vast majority of was acalltobuild slow-motion resignation of Premier At last year's BC Federation of Labour convention, Paramedics
working people “aprovince-wide Campbell, but the crisis facingbrought their struggle for decent pay and working conditions

fighting to h movement with working peoplein British Columbia directly to their fellow trade unionists. (PV photo: K. Cariou)
survive tough OW We our community has not disappeared.

PV Vancouver Bureau

times and the A partners to Initial efforts to build a broad- incumbent Angela Schira andbe interestingto gauge the reaction
corporations See ’t e scalate based fightback coalition stalledformerB.C.Teachers'_Federationthis year. o

and their right L oppositionto stop after a rally of some 2,000 labourpresident Irene Lanzinger, may The pledge by Jamestomaintain
w i n g the Liberal and community activists held inindicate whether delegates wanCampbell's tax cutsto the richand
governments... The corporate taxGovernment cuts to services and/ancouver last spring, and thea more dynamic and militantthe corporations is a particular
cuts are so deep, that in 201testore funding, including province-wide action did not executive body. bone of contention, since this

students will pay more in tuition (in developing a unified message, comaterialize. On the other hand, The debates on the conventiorwould cripple anew government’s
BC) than corporations will pay in ordinated advertising campaignsmobilizations around the minimum floor may also send a signal to theability to restore Campbell’s deep
corporate taxes.” and regional actions leading to avage demand have continued, an8.C. NDP, which faces sharpcutstosocial programs, health and
Reflecting the anger of workersprovince-wide day of action.”  the Liberals are under pressure tinternal divisions. The strategy bypublic education.

like the Paramedics - legislated back Other points included plans toadopt the firstincrease in a decadearovincial leader Carol James to  During  the  upcoming
to work without even getting to produce popular education Delegates at this Conventioncourt the business sectoreferendumontheHST,thelabour
conduct a full strike - Sinclair's materials, lobbying of New may have the opportunity tocontinues torankle many rank andnovementcould play acritical role
speech outshone the executiv®emocratic Party MLA’'s “to consider to what extent thefile New Democrats and labourby fighting for the tax fairness
report, and infused a militant toneensure the party and the caucuAction Plan has been carried outactivists. Last year, about 15% ofproposed in the Action Program.
and to assess their leadershil3C Fed delegates sat on theiiThiswill be one of the most critical
The contest for secretary-hands during the usual standingssues facing delegates, but also
treasurer, between longtimeovation forthe NDP leader. It will the incoming BC Fed executive.

People’ sVoice Builders #3
l' [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] ll
Inrecentissues, we have noted the contributions of several People?rlvatlzatlonl de regu Iatlon and greed

Voice press-builders. These are the dedicated volunteers who do ° ° °
literally hundreds of tasks that are necessary to publish a working class Cau Se 4 3 O/O H Yd I"O h i kes | n O ntal‘IO
newspaper on a shoestring.
One of these tasks is getting the paper out into the eyes of the publithe Communist Party of Canada  “Furthermore, why removethe “People feel like they've been
In the Vancouver area, one of the most effective ways to introd{@atario) is calling on the labour hated HST only from hydro bills?” had over the last 20 years - and so
People’s Voice to activists young and old has been at the annual Uaddidemocratic movementstoraisasked CPC (Ontario) leader Lizthey have,” Rowley added. “Ontario
the Volcano Festival of Art and Social Change. the roof over an estimated 43%Rowley. “Why notabolishthe HST needs a new government with a
Launched by radical activist Irwin Oostindie in 1991, this evehydro price hike to effect over thealtogether? This is another Tory/progressive agenda that will put
wrapped up a 20 year run last summer. The Festival brought thousaedsyear. Liberaltax gift to the corporations, people before profits, and people’s
of people on the second Sunday of each August to Cates Park/WheJhe cause of the hike is theone that's costing the public $4.5needs before corporate greed.
Ah-Wichen, on unceded territory of the Tsleil-Waututh Nation in Nortireak-up of the publicly owned billion annually. That’s what this is really abou®”
Vancouver, to hear the latest in progressive music, poetry, and cultOrgario Hydro under the Tory
Startingin 1993, People’s Voice was among the dozens of organizatgmeernment of Mike Harris. . .
and movgments which took part in Under the Volcano. With a sun tBrivatization and deregulation have N O tl m e for S pe n d | n g Cut S
and tarps, our volunteers hauled in boxes of papers, books, leafletssblogn hydro users while
t-shirts, and buttons, for a fun day talking to Festival-goers. Often tgenerating” huge profits for the CCPA/CALM public services.
PV table featured a petition on a current issue, from cutting militapsivate electricity generators, “Cutswill shrink ratherthanraise
spending to raising the minimum wage, and we always collected patjssibutors, retailers, investors, Given the fragile economic our economic potential. We need
of signatures to help build worthy campaigns. brokers, and others on the forrecovery and the weak job marketto maintain high rates of public and
Many of our Under the Volcano volunteers have been members ofitait gravy train. now is not the time for a sharp turnprivate investment to boost our
Vancouver East Club of the Communist Party. Elwyn Patterson, foWe need that rising tide of to spending cuts, says a study bjuture rate of growth,” Jackson
example, was in charge of security for the Festival for about a decadenlic anger to swamp thethe Canadian Centre for Policysays.
Elwyn was also often responsible for organizing more than one disggayernment and the LegislatureAlternatives. Balancing the books can be
table, and usually took a few hours to help out at the PV display. with a demand to restore public “It would be a huge mistake to done without spending cuts or
Under the Volcano is history now, a victim of rising costs, organizgower in Ontario, and put it undersignificantly tighten the fiscal raising taxes: deficits and debt
burnout, and changing times. Oostindie hopes the event will returpurblic democratic control,” says ascrews,” says the study’s authorwill shrink rapidly so long as
some form, although probably smaller. Let’s hope so! statement from the CPC (Ontario).economist Andrew Jackson. interest rates are lower than the
The Editorial Board thanks all the supporters who took part in d@therwise, a46% increase willbe“While debt has risen due to therate of economic growth and
tables at this Festival for 18 consecutive years. This effort particulguist one of many more coming dowrrecession, there will be a majorinterest rates are at historically
helped to promote the paper among radical-minded youth, manyhef wires to overloaded human and economic cost iflow levels today. Once the
whom picked up their first copy at Under the Volcamo. homeowners and tenants and smadleficits are eliminated before areakconomy has recovered, the report
business owners. recovery has been achieved.” recommends changes in taxation
“We need to end this gouging The study points out that debtto address the small structural
and profiteering by the corporatein Canada, even after two years ofieficit and to meet the costs of an
friends of the Tories and Liberalsstimulus is still at low levels ageing population.
in Queen’s Park once and for allcompared to other countries and Big Train Coming: Does
Putting energy under publiccompared to the mid-1990s. ItCanada Really Have a Deficit
ownership and democratic controlarns against repeating the majoandDebt Problem®s available on
means delivering power at costspending cuts of the 1990s, whichthe CCPA website, www.policy-
power that rightfully belongs to shredded social programs andlternatives.ca®
the people of Ontario, not the

energy pirates and profiteers.” "

The Ontario NDP has Hﬂbin Hﬂﬂd Sﬂyﬁ

responded to news of the price
shocks with a proposal to remove

the HST from hydro bills. But the ]
Communists say thisis addressin
the impact of profiteering, not the . | ax e !

i ;“ cause. Privatization and
: deregulation of power must be L ,
Talking to the public at the 2010 Under the Volcano Festival. addressed. i ”'I'Z“:" re richer than Yo think
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Trustees propose supports forV  ancouver schools

closures would provide little net Coalition of Progressive ElectorsTrustees wantto do everything theystrategy in order to encourage
financial benefitto the Board, andhave introduced two notices ofcan to see Board properties remaineighbourhood attendance atlocal
Amidst turmoil within the B.C. place enormous burdens on poomotion designed to supportpublic use spacesinthe eventofangchools.” She stressed that the
Liberals, the next round of theand working class families. neighbourhood schools inchanges to schools. “These ar@oard would need to make sure
struggle over public education On Nov. 12 - one of ten “school Vancouver. extraordinarily valuable publicassetscommunity groups were front and
policy is expected to unfold shortly.closure days” set by the Board’s Trustee Allan Wong called onthat have helped supportcentre in helping to develop the
Vancouver Board of Education2010-11budgetas partofcost-savinthe Board to “convene a meetingneighbourhoods across Vancouvestrategy.
trustees are scheduled to vote Demeasures - hundreds of publiovith the Vancouver City Council, for decades,” said Wong. “We need “We have amazing, healthy, and
14 on possible closures of fiveeducation supporters gathered a¥ancouverParkBoard, Communityto work with all community vibrant neighbourhood schoolsin
schools, after an in-depth publicPremier Gordon Campbell’s Associations, Neighbourhoodstakeholders and try as hard asvery corner of Vancouver,” said
consultation process. constituency office to demandHouses, childcare providers, angossible to make sure these schooBouey. “The Board should be doing
The hearings wound up onadequate funding for schools.any other relevant community remainplacesthatare publicly owneaverything it can to help parents
Nov. 10, after hundreds of parentsQrganized by APPLE-BC (Alliance service providers to developfor the public benefit.” understand these are the perfect
students, teachers andof Parents and Partners to Lobby fostrategies to encourage the public Trustee Jane Bouey’s motionplace for their children to learn:
community members gaveEducation),therallywasapowerfuluse of public space.” called on the Board to “develop aclose by, with their neighbours, in
overwhelming supportfor keepingshow of anger at the government's Wong made it clear that COPElong-term neighbourhood schoolsa community they call homes”
the schools open. Manyunderfunding tactics.
presented strong arguments that Meanwhile, trustees from the

PV Vancouver Bureau

Big businesswins
Winnipeg civic election

narrowly defeated a Liberalf
affiliated candidate.
Opportunistic failures by  The effect of Ross Eadie’s
reformforcesinthe civic election NDP victory in the core are
blocked a shift in the balance ofMynarskiward was cancelled
forces in Winnipeg city council, the ElImwood Tory victory. Eadi
but voters delivered a stingingwas the only candidate wh
rebuke to the right wing majority called himself a socialist
on October 27. October’s Labour Counci
Sam Katz was re-electedmeeting, which makes his victory
Mayor largely as a result of his perhaps the most promising. The
massive election budget and theé.abour Council distributed teng
fire-proof pants he had to wearof thousands of voter cards {o
throughout the campaign topromote NDP-endorse
defend his record. Votes forcandidatesand servedasasou

By Darrell Rankin

Students from schools considered for closure joined this Nov. 12 rally at Campbell's office.

sauracied o nomitel inons et TOrONto elects progressive
majority on School Board

races, including in Judy The efforts of the Labou
Wasylysia-Leis’ mayoralty bid Council, the Winnipeg Citizens
and in some suburban races. Coalition (an NDP-Liberal

Left divisions and too-small alliance), public transitand watgr
independent labour political groups, and two coalition$
action in the campaign were afocusing on arts and food issu¢s
major cause of another bigwere uncoordinated and largely
business majority. For example,informational.
election night saw the defeat of The Winnipeg Labour
both NDP candidates inElection Committee, a
Elmwood, including one who was independent civic reform group
not officially endorsed, allowing campaigned for the targete
the election of a Tory-affiliated defeat of the right-wing majority
councillor. Two NDP candidates on City Council, to mobilize
also ran in the core area Daniepeople and urge a high voter
Mclntyre ward, where one turn-out.e

o -

Put the Communist Party on your holiday qif

In our previous issue, Liz
Rowley looked at the
outcome of the Oct. 24
civic elections in Toronto.
The second part of her
article examines the
School Board results and

the outlook for next year’s

provincial election.

The Toronto and District Schoo
Board (TDSB)is ahead ofthe gameP

t list!

mounta counter-offensive against
the large corporations and their
reactionary governments, and that
can turn the tables in favour of
working people, for real and
fundamental change opening the

The Communist Party needs
yoursupportin 2010 to stimulate
and help lead the fightfor peace,
jobs, democracy and sovereignty
in 2011 - a year when the
corporate attack on labour and
democratic rights, on women,
workers, youth and racialized
communities will be sharper
thanever.

With economic recovery
exposed as nothing more than a
recovery for profits, while
working people are forced to
pay the price with escalating
wage cuts, job cuts, collapsing
living standards and security.
Youth face the prospect of a
jobless future. The situation
demands urgent action, mass
political struggle, and an
alternative and progressive
vision for the future.

A small party with big ideas,
the Communist Party isCanada’s
party of socialism. A working
class party, we know the future
will be grim withouta powerful
People’s Coalition that can

(S(/

doors to socialism.

Please help us this holiday
season, with a tax deductible
donation. Help us build a strong
Communist Party and a powerful
and united People’s Coalition to
defeatwarand reaction in Canada.

Your donation up to $400 will
generate a $300 tax rebate when
youfile your 2010 taxes, costing
you just $100. A $500 donation

will cost you just $150. A $750
donation will cost $275.

Here’s how it works:

For donations up to the first
$400, you receive a federal tax
rebate of 75%. Forthe next$350in
total donations, receive atax rebate
0f 50%. Andforthe next$350, the
tax rebate is 33%. The maximum
allowable annual federal donation
is $1100, for which the rebate
totals $600.

The Communist Party is solely
supported by contributions from
people like you. Every donation,
large or small, helps us. With
your donations, we can keep
organizers in the field, publish
new leaflets and pamphlets,
build the fightback, and
campaign for a progressive
people’s alternative to the crisis
-during and between elections.

Thank you for your support!
We couldn’t do it without you.

Please make your cheque or
money order payableto “CPC”,
and mail to: 290A Danforth Ave,
Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6. @

with a progressive majority, and aprovincial general revenues, and take
clear view of the problem - notit completely off the property tax.

spending, but an inadequate and Kaplan campaigned hard onthis
unstable revenue stream from théssue, and was rewarded with the
provincial government. support of almost 5,000 electors

Anew funding formula has beenwho also want better education

ademand of School Boards acrosand property tax reform - the
the province for almost a decadebiggest tax cut of all for
Even the right-wing has beenhomeowners and tenants.
compelled to concede this point, Now the question is, can the
Ipressed by angry and mobilizedTDSB move forward on the
arents and public schoolfundingissue, uniting with School
supporters. Boards across Ontario heading

Almost one-third of the toward the provincial election of
Trustees on the TDSB are new{Qctober 6,2011.
providing fresh voices in the The municipal elections in
struggle for funding, and to Toronto, and (in less spectacular
secure staff and programs taways) in other Ontario cities, do
fulfill the Board’s mandate of send a message: a demand for
providing universal quality substantive and real economic
public education. relief forhomeowners and tenants

Newcomer Howard Kaplan, -working people, in short. Forgood
elected in Ward 5 (the North Yorkjobs, services, and fair taxes, and
area)willbe anadded newvoicefronfor good schools and quality
the left. As a trustee, Kaplan iseducation too.
committed to unite the most In a perverse way, those who
progressive members on the Boarsloted for Ford think this is what
to fight school closures and budgethey’re going to get over the next
cuts, and to push the provinciafour years. “A chicken in every
governmentto fund education frompot.” That's the message
provincial Tory leader Tim Hudak
is pushing, and it's the message
Mike Harris pushed too.

To block the Tories and dump
the Liberals nextfall, the NDP and
the labour and progressive forces
in Ontario will have to take up
genuine tax reform. The biggest
issue on the table remains: who's
going to pay for this crisis? Will it
be the corporations and the
wealthy, or the working class, the
poor, and the unemployed?

If the progressive forces don't
have an answer, the Tories and the
right will, but it won’t be one that
favours working peoplem

Toronto Trustee Howard Kaplan
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EDIT ORIALS

Harper isolated on climate issues

As the next round of climate negotiations resumes in Cancuf, an
Environics poll finds that the Harper Tories are out of step with
Canadians on this crucial issue. The survey finds that 87% of
Canadians agree that too much focus on economic growth|and
consumerism is a root cause of climate change, and that 85% think
that industrializedi.e. major capitalist)countries which have
produced the most greenhouse gases also bear the
responsibility for reducing emissions.

The poll has other important results. Over 70% agreed that|‘the
money spent on wars and the military would all be better spert on
efforts that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the impakts of
climate change.” Similar numbers support a World Climate gnd
Justice Tribunal to judge countries and corporations which Have
contributed to climate change. And 83% want the governmeit to
invest in “green jobs” and transition programs for workers gnd
communities negatively affected by a shift away from fossil fugls.

These results prove that the overwhelming majority of Canadjans
- including a big chunk of Conservative voters - support seripus
action on the environmental crisis.

What do we get instead? A government which gives the fifjger
to Canadians, while ramming through its own pro-corporate, |pro-
U.S. imperialist priorities. The real Harper agenda was exposefl yet
again by the cynical, deceitful use of the new Tory majority in fhe
Senateto defeat Bill C-311, the Climate Change Accountability ct,
which passed the House of Commons last May.

Together with other surveys which reveal strong support|for
public ownership of the energy industry, this poll proves that mpn
Canadians want to seriously challenge the corporate dominatipn @f
the economy. Far from being on the “fringe,” the Communist Party o
Canada - the only federal party which stands for such policies - sgeaks
for millions of voters who are increasingly angered by the destrudtiv
impact of the capitalist system on our country and the planet.

most

A*“Strategic Concept”for
Peace-Disband NA TO!

Both of these developments werand dramatic changes in the
nothing less than desperateCanadian government's policy
attemptsto secure arole for NATQioward the Middle East and toward
in the world. Specifically, NATO Arab and Muslim Canadians. Since
: eyl e Ny The eve of the Lisbon Summitofand its core membership 0f1949, the policy of the Canadian

Bs\t’ﬁrléglﬁf{g%:ﬁegﬁgge%?;%??hsen;'LIJI;[SQIS?S'SOS;?I?;?n'?ggPZ%tgrr]}he North Atlantic Treaty Western imperialist states havePeace Congress has been that the
security forces The,decision violates a long-standing pledge b thg)rganllzanon (NATO) is pause forused the war in Afghanistan tonecessary first step for securing
' rleflecnon and action onthe future ofsecure a foothold in the resource-an independent foreign of peace,

PM to adhere to the 2011 pullout date, itself an extension of egdrlie N X . . X ; . ;
deadlines. If nothing else, this proves that Mr. Harper can nev. rb@e world’s biggest instrument ofrich areas of Asia, controlling disarmament and international

; : : - ar, and the necessity of anti-strategic pipeline routes andcooperation is Canada’s
:Lﬂitggagzzeiﬁtglz\l’g;g%;igﬁg:gg%gtﬁegﬂ;ggglrisaﬁgmmItme tt¥r\1,1perialism and peace. Intheface oéncircling China and Russia.  withdrawal from NATO.
Events will quickly prove that this “non-combat” role is:amy the military alliance’s invitation to  Canada’s contribution to  On the occasion of the Lisbon
The brutal war in Afghanistan makes little distinction betw e'n“rethink, reprioritize and reform” NATQO'’s search for a new role in Summit, the Canadian Peace
; . . ; -itself, the Canadian Peace Congreste world has been shameful. InCongress:
various categories of occupation forces. Canadian troops W"!:alls for all peace movements anéddition to supporting and *denounces NATO andthe Lisbon

Canadian Peace Congress

Broken promises on Afghanistan %i%utive Council, Nov. 18,

Tothe surprise of few and the dismay of many, the Harper Tdries

continue to kill and be killed, and more thousands of Afghan
civilians will be slaughtered. Those who support the extensio o
the argument of “protecting the women” should listen to former
Afghan MP Malalai Joya, who replies that the withdrawal of NATO

troops would leave her people one less enemy to fight.

We must also note the shameful role of other Parliamenar
parties in this endless war. On this occasion, Michael Ignatigff
Liberals were the main offenders, singing the “humanitarian” chqru
which gave Harper afig leafto claim support for extending Canafla’
military role. But Jack Layton’s NDP also bears its share of blane
For years, Mr. Layton has praised the Canadian Armed Folce
without condemning the deaths and destruction wreaked by th
NATO occupation. The NDP even voted against an earlier Libgra
motion in the Commons calling for an end to Canada’s combat|fro
in 2009. While the Harper Tories are the most dangerous, militarsti
S

party in Parliament, the Liberal and NDP opposition parties
have blood on their hands.
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eace-supporting people in Canadparticipating in the aggressionsSummit, and reiterates the demand
toincreasetheirdemandforCanadaagainst ~ Yugoslavia  andfor NATO'’s dissolution;
immediate withdrawal fromNATO. Afghanistan, Canadawasacentrai calls for Canada’s immediate

For over 60 years, NATO hasplayer in facilitating the transfer of unilateral withdrawal from NATO;
erved as a key mechanism focommand of the Afghanistan* condemns the continued war
,amperialist aggression andmissionfromthe United Nationstoand occupation of Afghanistan,

xpansion, withits roots as an antiNATO. Presently, the governmentand calls forimmediate withdrawal
oviet institution that was of StephenHarperis committedtoof Canadian troops and all
dominated by the military- extending Canadian involvementoccupying forces;
industrial complex of the United in the Afghanistan war to 2014 or*declares solidarity with the “Peace
tates. Since the end of the Coldbeyond, in a bid to prolong theYes! NATO No!” Campaign of the
ar, NATO hasrepeatedly soughttonflict and NATO’s active Portuguese Council for Peace and
o redefine itself and legitimize its presence there. Cooperation and the World Peace
Eontinued existence; eachtimewith There must be no illusion thatCouncil;
ncreasingly tragic and violent NATO’s search for a “New * remains committed to building
conclusions. Since 1991, NATOStrategic Concept” will diminish and expanding the continued
has been the key participant in thehe imperialistdrive for war, or that struggle against NATO, against
bombardment and forced divisionit will advance the cause of worldimperialism and for peace and
of Yugoslavia, numerous peace, or that it will secure asolidarity.e
reactionary coups and countlessiemocratic and progressive
bloody regimes and dictatorshipsinternational order for the peoples , wm = = - ———-—

NATO has also used the war inof the world. NATO’s expansion -

Afghanistan to deeply integrateits very continued existence - is Re new
itself with the United Nations, threattoworld peace. The strategi

further weakening both thatconceptthatis necessary for peade tOdayI
organization and the institutions ofand progress is the disbandme

international law. As the Canadianof NATO, and allotherimperialistI Check your label
Peace Congress stated in 2009: military alliances.

“NATO’s ongoing war against  The Canadian Peace Congresk
Afghanistan is the current theatrewas formed in 1949 - the same yedk
of operations’ for the new strategicas NATO - and since that time hag
concept, and it clearly exposeswvell understood that Canada’sl
the intent of U.S. imperialism andparticipation in the military alliance
its NATO and EU allies to not only threatens world peacel
perpetuate in the 21st century thébut also undermines Canadiar'
cycle of wars of aggression,sovereignty in both international
militarization and economic crisis and domestic affairs. Through
that characterized the 20thNATO's nuclear sharing program
century. Afghanistan representsand its longstanding nuclear first-I
two significant and troublesomestrike policy, Canada is broughtl
“firsts’ for the alliance: it is the into the group of nuclear weapong
first time NATO has undertaken astates. NATO’s position on the Don’t miss a
mission outside of the NorthMiddle East, which ascribes tol sinale copv -
Atlantic arena, and itwas the firstIsrael the role of “deputy 9 Py
time that the alliance’s “mutual enforcementofficer” for the region, I renew today!
defence’ clause had beeninvokechas contributed heavily to recent™

Please check the
address label on the
front page to see if it's
time to renew.
Subscribers who find
"2010/12/01" ontheir
label, for example,
will have their
subscriptions expire
with this issue,
Dec 1-31, 2010.
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Mar xist

&y s ®l Arundhati Roy' s Embedded Essay

The violent armed campaign by India’s Maoists against the Left  witheveryaspectoftheir,and Roy'sfhetorical snook at them Royindustrialism versus primitive
Front government of West Bengal has killed hundreds of critique. Butthe moral force of their demeans herself. communism. There is no middle
members of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and other argument was unquestioned. By On every criticism of Maoist grounO_l, there are no other p[a}yers.
Left Front supporters. The Maoists have won the admiration of recounting her joke without irony, tactics and methods, she respondBhere is no conception of militant
many “left” anti-communists, including writer Arundhati Roy. however, Roy mocks her own pastwith rhetoric, ‘not reason. Charumass protest and resistance that
This response is by Sudhanva Deshpande, an actor and director hercomm!tmenttoam(_)vementshéﬂazumdar fetishises violence ancbloes not_take the shape of armed
with Jana Natya Manch in Delhi, who also works as an editor =~ W8S (and is?) so passionate abougore - but, says Roy, look at thensurrection. | am not coy about
at LeftWord Books. Reading Roy, one is struck bybeautiful dancing tribals. The the necessity to resort to violence,
her refusal to debate. She seellaoists believe in protracted war -especially when you are under
"Embedded journalism refersviolence against Muslims in nothing wrong in the Maoists naturally, counters Roy, _beca_uscattack. The Maoists, however, are
to news reporters being attachedGujarat and these videos then didbecoming a handmaiden of thahe really protracteq war is beingadifferent kettle of fish - they resort
to military unitsinvolved in armed the rounds of lending libraries. Trinamool Congress in Westwaged by the Indian state. Theto bloodshed at the first instance,
conflicts. Gina Cavallaro, a Comrade Kamla, who only likes Bengalto exterminate cadres of thé/laoists do not take part in non-not the last, and the nature of their
reporter for the Army Times, said,watching “ambush videos” of CPI(M), mostly tribals, Muslims, violent protest and mass politics violence is also particularly
“They're [the journalists] relying “mutilated bodies and burning and other rural poor. why should they, asks Roy, whatdidgruesome.
more on the military to get thembikes”, is marching, Roy wantsto ~ Well, ok. But what about the non-violence win the Narmada The Maoists and the tribals,
where they want to go, and as gersuade us, “to keep hope aliveritics of the CPI(M) who are also Bachao Andolan? The Maoists distaccording to Roy, are one entity.
result, the military is getting forusall”. Someironies escapethéhe critics of the Maoists? out summary justice in kangaroolf you have any sympathy for
smarter about getting its own storybest writers, it seems. Recently, several articles in thecourts-butthey don'tkilleverybody, tribals and other poor, you must,
told.” (Wikipedia on “Embedded  Consider the joke she recountEconomic and Political Weekly Roy tells us earnestly, and in anyipso facto support the Maoists.
Journalism”) at the end of the essay. Sukhdeposed probing questions aboutase we all know how skewed ouThis is the terrain where the
It was early morning, about 5, asks her if she knows what to do ifvhether we have reached the limitgudicial system is. And so on. interests of the Indian ruling
and | was waiting at the station forthey come under fire. “Yes,” sheof bourgeois democracy in India, Inthe end, though, the problemclasses and the Maoists converge
the train to arrive. As the book stallsays, “immediately declare anabout the Maoists’ belief in withRoy’s essayisthatitis a pieceperfectly. In this framework, the
opened, | dove into the Hindi pulpindefinite hunger strike.” Sukhdev violence as the only instrument ofof embedded journalism. Trekkingonly alternative to the violence of
fiction section. Surendra Mohanlaughs so hard he has to sit. ~ change, the sheer brutality of theilday and night with gun-wielding the state is the violence of the
Pathak’s firsttwo Vimalthrillers,in ~ Sowhatis Sukhdev laughing at¥iolence, their penchant of takingrebels is doubtless a reportersMaoists. Either you are with the
asingle volume, beckoned me. AdAt Roy’s writerly wit? Or at her over peaceful resistance, theifantasy. We need to get more sucbne or you are with the other.
| paid for the book, Arundhati Roy’s scorn for “indefinite hunger intolerance of dissent and debategccounts, which give us asense of Itis in the nature of embedded
name leapt out at me from the covestrikes™? In an earlier day and agetheir programmatic understandingthe dreams and desperations thgdurnalism to get close enough to
of Outlook It was her long essay Roy helped focus the world’s of the Indian revolution, etc. drive young women and men to thehe “action”to give us an authentic
on the Maoists. attention on a massive, peaceful, Aditya Nigam wrote a gun. What she does not do isense of the smells and the sights.
Whether we agree with Roy orneo-Gandhian protest againsthoughtful essay, and Sumanta&uestion the Maoists’ conceptuaRoy does that. It is also in the
not, we read her because shdestruction in the name ofBanerjee had a fascinatingframework. nature of embedded journalism
surprises us. Thereis always somdevelopment. On countlessexchange with a spokesperson of Readin.g her essay, one isstruckhat it remains prisoner to the
statistic, some quotation, somedccasions, hundreds of thousandthe CPI(Maoist). These areby the binary oppositions thatconceptual framework of the
ironic observation, that makes onef people took part in “indefinite criticisms from the left - not by frame it - brutal state repressiorembedder. A truly critical
say, “Hey, | hadn’t thought of that hunger strikes” and other forms ofGandhian pacifists. All thatis waterversus ruthless armed rebellionjntelligence would cut through it
before”. This time though, | found non-violent and moral resistanceoff Roy’s back. In rubbishing mining corporations versusand assert itself. Roy, however,
myself being disappointed by herOne may or may not have agreegiowerful critiques by cocking ainnocent tribals; rampaging chooses to be smittes.
It is almost a cliche of such
reportage (of a writer's encounter

with an underground group) to“l | t UN D | -t 1 1 T | d 7
begin with the rendezvous and mp emen eC ara |On In a p”ﬂClp e manner
end on a note of wistful longing.
Roy does both. Come onj.int Statement in response years,  the governmenthuman rights  protectionsto theDeclaration it's vital that
Arundhati, | wanted to say, SUrpris& ' canada’s endorsement Ofaggresswely campaigned againsguaranteedto all,” said Alex Neve,the government genuinely work
us - for cliches | canread Surendrgy, . "\ yN Declaration on the theDeclaration opposing its use. Secretary General of Amnestywith Indigenous peoplesto ensure
Mohan Pathak. Rights of Indigenous Both domestically and in International Canada. “Canadiarthat the Declaration is fully
One is of course glad thatvoicespeoples international fora, the governmentiaws and policies are not abovemplemented.”
like hers exist, and that she has attempted to undermine theeproach. We strongly encourage The statement was signed by
commands enough star value for On November 12th the specific rights and related statethe government of Canada to usg¢he following organizations and
Outlook to bill their issue a Canadian government endorsedbligations in this human rightsthe Declaration as a tool innations:
“collector’s item”. Roy writes with the United NationdDeclaration instrument. Such ongoing actiongeforming laws and policies that Amnesty International Canada,
feeling,and sheissuperbatcatchingn the Rights of Indigenousare affecting present and futurefall belowinternationalhumanrights Amnestie Internationale Canada
irony - e.g., the description of PeoplesWe urge the governmentgenerations in internationalstandards.” francophone, Atlantic Policy
Dantewada as a bordertownsmacto  move ahead with thenegotiations on biodiversity, “The Declaration is important Congress of First Nations Chiefs
in the centre of India, or the Indianimplementation ofits provisionsin climate change and intellectualbecause itrecognizesthatthe soci@ecretariat, Canadian Arab
rulers’ adoption of China’s path asa principled manner that fully property. and economic challenges facing=ederation, Canadian Council on
theirown path. Herwriting is poetic, respects their spirit and intent. “We remain concerned thatindigenous peoples are notSocial Development, Canadian
it seduces. Even when you are not The Declarationis more than Canada’s  actions, bothisolated problems but part of aFriends Service Committee
persuaded by the argument, yo@n aspirational instrument.domestically and abroad, are notong-standing and deeply(Quakers), Chiefs of Ontario, First
want to side with her. Governments, courts and othereflecting the standards that theentrenched pattern of racism andNations Child and Family Caring
In this essay, she introduces usomestic and internationalgovernment now professes tcexclusion,” said Merrill Stewart, Society of Canada, First Nations
to a veritable cast of charactersinstitutions are increasingly support,”says Grand Chief EdwardClerk of Canadian Friends ServicecConfederacy of  Cultural
Comrade Maase, who “seems taelying on the Declaration to John,FirstNations Summit,“Actions Committee (Quakers). “Honouring Education Centers, First Nations
have to swim through a layer ofinterpret Indigenous peoples’are more importantthanwords. Wehe Declaration requires a Summit, First Peoples Human
pain to enter the conversation”;human rights and related statevillbe carefullylookingforconcrete commitment on the part of Rights Coalition, Front d'action
the senior Comrade Venu (Sushilpbligations. ltestablishes minimumevidence that the government'syjovernment and civil society topopulaire en réaménagement
Sonu, Murali) who “looks for all standards for the survival, dignity,endorsement of the Declaratiorforge a new relationship with urbain (FRAPRU) Québec, Grand
the world like a frail village security and well-being of reflects a genuine willingness tolndigenous peoples based orCouncil of the Crees (Eeyou
schoolteacher”; Comradelndigenous peoples. uphold its provisions.” partnership, equality and justice.”Istchee), Indigenous World
Sukhdev, “a crazy workaholic”;  The Declaration’s provisions International human rights For the past four years, theAssociation, Innu Council of
Comrade Kamla, who prefersreflect established internationalstandards are vital tools in theCanadian government has noNNitassinan, Innu Takuaikan
watching “ambush videos” to human rights norms, including promotion of rights that states haveulfilled its constitutional duty to Uashat Mak Mani-Utenam, Institut
Hindi movies. standards that are already legallyailed to uphold. They are intendedconsult Indigenous peoples andCulturel Tshakapesh, Interna
Er... ambush videos? Roybinding because they are part ofo help guide the reform of lawsaccommodate their concerns irtional Organization of Indigenous
describes one, which starts withgeneral and customaryand policies. Itwould be inherentlyrespect to the positions taken orResource Development (IOIRD),
“shots of Dandakaranya, rivers,international law. It is simply contradictory to support anthe Declaration As affirmed by Kanien’keha:ka Onkwawen:na
waterfalls, the close-up of a barénaccurate for the government tanternational human rights the Supreme Court of Canada, th&®aotitiohkwa Language and
branch of a tree, a brainfever birdcontinue to claim that the instrument only to the extent thatgovernment is not above the lawCultural Center, KAIROS:
calling. Then suddenly a comradeDeclaration “does not reflect it is consistent with current Following Canada’s endorsementCanadian Ecumenical Justice
is wiring up an IED, concealing it customary international law”. This national laws and policies. itis our hope that the governmeninitiatives, Louis Bull Cree Nation,
with dry leaves. A cavalcade ofis a “manifestly untenable International standards are crucialill respect the rule of law and National  Association  of
motorcyclesis blown up. There argposition” as concluded by the UNin ensuring respect and protectiomiphold the honour of the Crown. Friendship Centres, Public Service
mutilated bodies and burning bikes Special Rapporteur on the rights obf all Indigenous rights, including  “The UN Declarationis a vital Alliance of Canada, Quebec Native
The weapons are being snatchedndigenous peoples. those in treaties. tool for understanding and living Women/Femmes autochtones du
Three policemen, looking shell- Canada was one of only four “The purpose of instrumentsup to the government’s existingQuébec, RightOnCanada.ca,
shocked, have been tied up.”  countries to vote against thelikethe Declarationistoencouragdegal obligations toward Samson Cree Nation, Treaty 4
Roy was outraged and shockedDeclarationwhen it was adopted governments to change policiedndigenous peoples,” said EllenChiefs, Treaty 6 Medicine Chest
as all of us were, when Hindutvaby the UN General Assembly onand laws that are discriminatory orGabriel, Presidentof Quebec NativelTask Force, Union of British
goons reportedly videographedSeptember13,2007.Inthelastthrethat fail to uphold and fulfill the Women. “Having given its support Columbia Indian Chiefe
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Food bank report: Hunger st alks Canadians

to the private sector, churches, angoints out, has not dropped below
individual donors. 2.7 million in many years. Despite
Food bank operators haveoverall economic growth, middle-
countered that while suchincome earnerstake home nomore
arguments are valid, they have amow than during the 1980s, and
moral responsibility to feed the those inthe lowestincome brackets
hungry while continuing to actually earnlessthan30yearsago.
pressure governments for “The manufacturing, forestry,
improved social assistance. mining, agriculture, and fishing
After nearly three decades, andustries have all beenweakened,
pattern has become obvious. Foodnd are able to provide a decent
banks have becomeliving for fewer and fewer
institutionalized, a significant Canadians,” saysthe report, which
replacement for part of Canada’sargues that the health and social
shredded social safety net. consequences of low income are
However, HungerCount doesextremely expensive in the long
make a sharp critique of official run. It notes that “losses related to
policies, pointing out that despitehealth care expenditures, the
the slow rate of economic recoveryjustice system, social assistance,
“federal and provincial and foregone tax revenue
governments are already planningtemming from the effects of low
to end stimulus programs, cutincome have been estimated at
spending, and shrink their$24.4billionannually.”
accumulated debts. It is crucial Thereportcallsongovernments
thatthey consider their next movesto create long-term strategies for
carefully, in light of both the preventing and reducing poverty,
economic issuesthat have plaguedunger, and food bank use in
Canadians since the advent of foo€anada. These strategies must be
banks inthe 1980s, and the lastingntegrated, and they must take
damage faced by individuals andaccount of the experiences of low-

PV Vancouver Bureau

Despite the hype in the big
business media about the so-called
“economic recovery,” hundreds of
thousands of Canadians face a
hungry holiday season and a long
cold winter. That's the only possible
conclusion from the latest
HungerCount report on food bank
use in Canada, and economic
indicators which peg the “official”
jobless numbers atover 1.5 million.

The HungerCount 2010 report,
released Nov. 16 in Ottawa, is based
on detailed surveys of food banks
across Canada. The report shows
a 28% rise in food bank visits over
the last two years - the largest
increase on record. Nearly half of
all people needing food bank
assistance are children or
pensioners.

The rapid jump infood bank use™
since the capitalist economic crisis
broke out in 2008 follows four
previous years of decline. Every
province has seen an increase in
the number of individuals requiring
help, and nearly three-quarters of

all Canadian food banks helped familiesinthisuncertaintime.” income Canadians, and of the
more people this year thanin 2009. : The number of low-income changing nature of the economy
The report shows that the* Food banks in Prince Edward 04 2008 union-art.com people living in Canada, the reporiand the labour markete

effects of the recession are stillsland, Quebec, and Nova Scotia

being felt across the country. Lastlso reported larger than averagaccounting for 9% of the 2010 total . °

March, the month used as an annuahcreases over 2009 (13%, 12%, Often seen as an “urban

baseline for data collection, 80,150and 11%, respectively(). problem,” hungerisalsoaveryreal l O b I eSS be n Efl tS

people accessed a food bank fof Of those who access food banksissue in smalltowns and rural areas. ° o S

the first time. Since March is a38% are children or youth underfForty-five percent of the food banks d d f t

typical month for food banks, thisage 18; 51% of assistedsurveyedbythe2010HungerCount en Ie O r m alo rl y

indicates that more than 80,00thouseholds are families withare located in municipalities with - ) .

people walk through the door of achildren, and nearly half of thesefewer than 10,000 people. These In @ critique of the Harper above the national rate of 7.9%in

food bank for the first time every are two-parent families. 597 organizations assisted 123,777 9overnment's policies, labour October.

single month. *Those under age 18 saw especiallindividuals - 14% of the total, up €conomist Andrew Jackson The federal government has
Here are some of the facts andhigh representation in the prairiefrom 11%in 2009 -in March 2010. recently pointed out that “Well announced that the Extended El

figures which jump out from the provinces: 51% of food bank clientsAlmost 10% ofthese people (12,180) under one-half of Canada’s 1.5Benefit Pilot Project will be re-

HungerCount report: in  Manitoba, 44% in werebeinghelpedforthefirsttime. Millionunemployedworkersareinstated for two years until

* The need for food assistanceSaskatchewan, and43%inAlberta. Facing a second consecutive collecting Elbenefitstoday, evenSeptember 2012. Effectively this

increased almost across the The number of seniors helped byyear of increased need, the food though the unemployment raterestores the extra five weeks of

spectrum this year: food banksfood banks rose suddenly, frombanks say thatthe ability to acquire 1S Still almost 8%. Special El benefits, but only for the 21 EI

saw more adults, children, ands.5% of adults in 2008 and 2009 teenough food remains their top Measures introduced as part ofegions which had unemployment

youth; more families with children 7.2% in 2010. The proportion of challenge. Those which report the2009Budget, notably anextraates above 10% when the pilot
and more single people; moreseniors was highest in Ontariobuying more food than usual are five weeks of benefits for all project began in 2005. These 21

women and men; more Aboriginal(12%) and Manitoba (15%). 57%, up from 32%in 2008, priorto  ¢laimants, expired this fall, long regions cover most of rural
people; more seniors; more peoplé 40% of food bank clients are the recession. Half of all food banks Pefore a real labour m?rketAtIanuC Canada, rural Quebec
with disabilities. single-person households, manyiad to cut back on the amount of fécovery has taken place. and Northern Canada, where

*InMarch 2010,867,948individuals of them counting social assistancéood provided to each household _ The additional five weeks of unemployment rates generally
were assisted by a food bank, aas their primary source of incomein 2010. Twelve percent of food E! benefitted 900,000 workers,remain high.
increase of 9.2% over March 2009* Households with income from banks actually turned away andtemporarily boostedthe“B/ Left out in the cold, says
ontop of an 18% jump the previoussmployment account for 17% ofindividuals and families asking for U rate” (El beneficiaries as aJackson, are five Elregions which
March. Thisis the highest level onthe total - the “working poor” who help, something that was rare in Percentage of the unemployedhave unemployment rates above
record, passing the previousearn poverty-level wages. pastyears. Six percentwere forced t0 @ high of 51% during the 10% today, mainly in hard-hit
benchmark 0f803,335in2004.  * The number of food banks userdo close early, or simply did not Summerof2009. Butthe measuréndustrial Ontario: Huron (10.5%);
* Every province saw aswellinthewho identify as First Nations, open during their regular hours. ~ does not apply to claims filedWindsor (11.5%); Niagara
need for food banks, with theMétis, or Inuit has increased from  Nearly one-third of food banks ~ after September 11, 2010. (10.4%); and Oshawa (10.1%.).
highest increases in Manitobal0.8% of the totalin 2008, to 11.6%have made special appealsthrough _ Jackson notes that theAlso excluded is the Southern
(21%) and Saskatchewan (20%)in 2009 and 12%in 2010. The overalthe mediathis year, and the majority October unemployment rate ofinterior of BC (10.8%.)

While alarge portion of the increasenumber of Aboriginal people have looked for help from 7-9%isdownfromtherecession As Jackson says, ‘the El
in these provinces wasaccessing food assistanceorporations, faith communities, highof8.6%, butstillwellabove system has been dialled back to
concentrated in Saskatoon programsgrew by 26%in2009, andservice organizations, and other the pre-recession level of 6.0%its pre recession parameters,
Regina, and Winnipeg, smalleragain by 13% in 2010. food banks. Even after taking these Little change is expected in thewhich mean as little as 14 weeks
food banks also saw demand ris& Each month, between 81,000 andneasures, an astonishing 35% of Near future; the latest official of benefits for those who just

significantly in 2010. 84,000 new Canadians are assistethod banks reported running out Economic and Fiscal Updatemanage to qualify. Butnothingis
offood in 2010. projected joblessness to averagbeing done to help the many

First launched during the 7-7%in2011,and7.4% in2012workerswho have exhausted their
recession of the early 1980s, food 1D Economics has forecast arbenefits in especially hard-hit

How to ride out banks were already providing 8.1|<'/|/ounerr%plloyn:ﬁntratefngOl:fl.jnd_ll_ﬁtrialOntario." I )
. assistance to nearly 400,000 eanwhile, the number o e “recovery” also masks a
the recession!

)‘tﬁ Canadians each month by 1989. regular El beneficiariesisfalling crucial shift in employment
Step one: During the past decade, that asworkersexhausttheirbenefitspatterns. While the overall
P ST | number has grown to over 700,000 @nd others fail to qualify for EI' employmentnumbersin October
be a [‘;apjtahst |I per month, and now well over the due to high requirements forhave returned to the pre-

. 800,000 figure in 2010. hours worked. By August 2010, recession level, full-time jobs
Step two:

These rising numbers have long the proportion of allunemployed remain 102,000 below the former
don't be a worker

been the source of debate amongWorkers collecting regular EI peak, and the number of part-time
anti-poverty movements. Many benefits dropped from 51.3% toworkers has grown by 110,000.
[T

social justice activists argue that 44.4%, closetothe pre-recessioiTotal hours worked in the labour
while food banks provideimmediate figure. _ market fell steeply during the
assistance to hungry people, they Lessthanoneinthree (32.0%downturn (-3.7%) and have since
also make it easier for governments of unemployed Ontario workers picked up, increasing by 2.9%.
to cut social assistance rates andeceived regular El benefits inThe number of hours worked in
eligibility by transferring August, eventhoughthe OntarioOctober 2010 remained 0.9%
responsibility for tackling poverty ~unemploymentrateis 8.6%, wellbelow the October 2008 level.
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Locked Out Steelworkers Head to Ottawa

“This is everyone’s fight”

By Liz Rowley

ke

Abusload of Hamilton’s locked [ = 2
out steelworkers went to Ottawa s & (
Nov. 15topressLocal 1005USW'Y - & .u
demand that the federal court grarjjl iy 1
the union intervenor status in the;* "= =
case of thAttorney Generalvs US
Steel. [
They also met with Tory MP [FSd
David Sweet, Chair of Parliament's{=%
All-Party Steel Caucus and of th .l —
Commons Standing Committee o5
Industry, Science and Technology|® of T
to insist that the government mus{£*= &4
prosecute US Steel for breaking -
the terms of its Investment Canad =
agreementto maintain productio
and employment levels at
Hamilton’s Hilton Works, and for [
price fixing and manipulating the _ ol
Canadian market placein 2009. % '

The Attorney General has finally | : ‘ '

moved against US Steel, which .
bought the former Steel Compam;Photo from Local 1005 website: www.uswal005.ca)

of Canada in 2007. But not befor:
US Steel had banked the Iaset-rhe Investment

furnace, locked out its unionizedCanada Act
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laws, and the rights of workersto live
in dignity and security.

This fight is about the interests
not only of Hamilton steelworkers,
but of their community, and the
whole country. It's US Steel versus
everyone else, and that’'s how the
union is placing the question to
everyone who will listen.

This is everybody’s fight, says
Local 1005 President Rolf
Gerstenberger. He urges the public
and governments to stand up to US
Steel and defend the community’s
best interests, Canada’s interests,
and their own best interests as
workers, seniors, youth, students,
andsmall business people.

The union has identified this
fight with the 1946 Steel strike in
Hamilton thatinvolved the whole
labour movement and the whole
community. The 1946 struggle
cemented the victory of the closed
shop for workers across Canada.

sectors) has been pressing itsvho remain on strike because Vale The Spirit of '46 means “allin”
unionized workforce to make deeprefused them the same settlemeribr a united fight on behalf people

wage and benefit concessions, aninposed on the workers at Sudburgverywhere struggling for decent

most significantly, to give up their and Port Colbourne. A largework and wages, job security,
The sale of the former Stelco 10yeine henefit (DB) pension plans proportion of the miners at Voisey'slabour rights. It's a fight for a

US Steel was widely protested by Bay are Aboriginal, agroup Valeiscountry that provides social

US Steel Admits g:)(zlsee;e(i:o:tcer:ﬁg I\/xgz gﬁgiﬁferBusting unions and knownto super-exploitand oppresprograms, creates jobs, protects

. .. gnty. P : . at its operations around the worldjabour and democratic rights, and
Prlce'FIXIng Tpfhtralns?cgon n&grked the ((leOSturPenSK)n plans puts curbs on corporate power.
of the last Canadian owned stee . . i

Local 1005 wants intervenor company, decimating any hope of The Hilton Works in Hamilton, A strategy to win ¢ gh e dcotrr?pany IS _w:)rkmglgl habrd
status to put before the court thea Canadian industrial strategy, anavith 900 hourly employees still The fight in Hamilton has soe c!;/rlatei}n ?huen\ll\(/)(;]rliri]nerrr;aerxrl{be);s
admissions of price fixing and leaving workers at the mercy ofworking, and 9,000 pensionersStarted ou%differentl and notonl fro?nthe reqtirees andthgeleadershi
manipulating the Canadian steepowerful transnational dependenton the DB pension plarbecause it's a Iock-)cl)’ut yfrom the membershio. A compan P
market by closing down two corporations and their globalwas the last Local union to come to In Sudbury. the eniire battle letter to union memr)t;ers accr:)usgs
Hamilton steel mills in 2009. The institutions and governments. the bargaining table. Local 1005’sStrate was)r/r’la ed out from théheir leadershin of bein
admissions are contained in an Labour in particular was effortsto achieveajointbargainingstart i%yTorontopgnd Pittsburgh“ideolo ical”and“u%realistic" B ;
Ernst & Young document that USconcerned that US Steel wouldstrategy with the Lake Erie WorksWith a focus on bar aining this theg mean that the Ieadérsyhi
Steel has submitted to the court irtlose the Hamilton operation andfell through last year, when earlymobilizin local su or? for thge’ refuses)t/o roll over and is effectivel P
its own defence. US Steel contendmove production and jobs to thebargaining resulted in a two-tierStrike an% holdin F())szt “one da bilizing it b d thy
thatitdid not break its commitmentsUsS - a concern that grew with thepension plan for the unionized ' 9 ymoblilizing 1ts members and the

made under the Investment Canadaconomic meltdown. workers and new hires at Nanticokel.onlg?_'ramagr\]/ ?rlmz.Local unionis at gg?ég?sm%b? acri]%f(\a;;i gse nsions,
Act. In the document, Ernst & The Harper ' ) ges.

government The new hires will get a defined : .
Young argue that the company’sresponded with the Investmentcontribution pension - essentially a:?]ggﬁ?g;g&%%ﬂ;ggﬁ’n\gvg\;g'r?]ge;%(nIaevcilhlzgofavgyI Eneof;]etﬁrtenneevt\jllt;

price rigging and manipulation of Canada Act, whichit said protectedsavings plan that is fully exposed to ; : . -
the Canadian market provide a“neCanada’s interests and guaranteeaiarket conditions like the crash ofg;%tehse gta r;?gllaer) pgglrl]gggﬁn%tglerg? nlzle d tCAW Wc;rr]kers Om tca_r
benefit” to Canada. jobs and production levels for at2008. Within20yearsthe DB pensionforei n ownershio. the Canafjiar?jv%rns rf) ea\:\? Z Irr]etse(r)rlljen?;nth z;]t a;r%
Butthe union wants the courttoleast three years. Thin on detailswill be an artifact, and thewe"'paid'steelgindust ang’ the need for a:oncessionsg-free after firml
focus on the admissions of pricethe signed agreement between USidexed pension plans won over Anade-in Carrzidaindustrial strateavreiecti l ﬁ' taini y
fixing and manipulating the market, Steel and the government wasentury of struggle will be gone. e dyrejecting earier ofiers containing

which are criminal acts no matternever made public. The key difference between theCanadlan labour and investmentoncessions.

who benefitted, and should be But US Steel began laying offtwo Locals were the number of PV readers, trade unions, and supporters everywhere can
dealt with by the court as such. steelworkers and cutting backretirees-notmanyinthe rE|ativerSUpp0rtthe|0Cked outworkers with food, toys, donations

In fact, while the two Hamilton production shortly after the dealyoung Lake Erie Works, 9,000 in . T ]
mills were being closed andwas signed, citing the globalthe century old Hilton Works. The and messages or resolutions of solidarity this Holiday
hundreds laid off, US Steel waseconomic crisis as justification for company made the most of theS€ason. Mail to: USW Local 1005, 350 Kenilworth Ave.
opening two new mills in the US flouting their legal obligations. The difference. North, Hamilton, ON, L8H 4T3, or call 905-547-1417
}NgereIabourr]—includin%unionized:arpergovernmentrefusedtoact, Duringthe same timeframe, the(email info@uswal005.ca) to offer assistance. Check
abour - is cheaper and municipaknd kept the terms of the deal secrdrazilian-owned Vale bought out ; ;
taxesare oftenwaivedfornewcapitalo prevent others from takingthe International Nickel Companyww'uswa1005'caformformatlon and updates.
investment. In fact the beneficiaryaction. Meanwhile US Steel (like of Canadain Sudbury, and Xstratz
was US Steel: what a surprise.  others in the steel and miningboughtout Falconbridge Noranda
also in Sudbury. The entire nickel
basin, Canadian-owned and
operated since mining began there
is now completely foreign owned
and controlled.

There too, Harper pulled out the
Investment Canada Act to justify
the Inco sale. Vale, the seconc
largest mining company in the
world, pushed for massive

workforce, and is now trying to
turn out the lights in Hamilton.

Public ownership of steel
key to rebuild industry
says Communist Party

The Communist Party of Canada (Ontario) calls on the federal
and provincial governments to put US Steel’s Canadian operations
under public ownership and run it as a crown corporation.
Canada’s interests would best be served with a publicly owned
concessions and an end to thf anddemocratically controlled, domestic steel industry, an essential

building block in the development of an environmentally
sustainable industrial strategy for Canada. Ontario urgently needs
to rebuild and expand its manufacturing and secondary industries,
smelter workers, supported by] includingamachinetoolindustry, agriculturalimplements, ship-
their community, courageously| building, rail, light rail, public transit, and appliances. It is also
fought back against scabs anj an urgent priority to build hundreds of thousands of units of
deep corporate pockets for morg affordable social housing, and municipal and provincial
than a year, before returning tq infrastructure. These industries would create hundreds of thousands
work for want of any other option. | of jobs in the short and long term, raising living standards,

Left out of the settlement by a| increasing purchasing power, and re-starting a stalled economy.
vengeful, vicious employer, are|] The currentcrisis was caused by corporate greed. Workers didn’t
about 100 workers atVoisey's Bay, cause the crisis - they shouldn’t pay for it.

defined benefit pension plan. The
resultwas the longest mining strike
in Sudbury history. Miners and

Hamilton e

steelworkers e
1 LEY = o

launch™ strike = latig o
Using a high-powened ax-boolieggers launch to imercept scab boats
and & plans 1o diop lealiats, the Unied Steatworkers of Amence Local 1005
in Hamiltom Cindinio wiren't I-rmling aroungd. They were siriking Steloo
Corporation for a first contract |t was 1848 and the workers ware demand-
i urmcn security with g nadiona) agreamesnl, a dl-hour wesk, wo weehks 9
pasd vacatin and an end 1o wartime wage conirois, With broad pubilic ﬁ
suppan bar the sirikars, Priree Minisier Mackensie King intervened and
forced a compromisa that established the union shop naton-wide
FE R R R R AR R R F RS AR R RR R R R R R m
1948:; 'With war indusiries shutting down, the Liborals mibated baby bomeses,
aegier home ownarship, and vetaran bensdils to stimudate the aconamy.
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“ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i released. Thatincident came just i lost production and sales duringvomen and children, get very low
Chlle Copper week after hopes were dashed thngea pICkerS |9$€ the first three days. The companywages, and put in long hours in
strike continues the union’s treasurer, Rezajjobs to machines has filed legal suits against theharsh weather. Textile industry

Shahabi, who has been detaine workers, seeking compensation. workers are deprived of all basic

Acopper-mining strike by 1,551 since June, mightbe setfree. There Some Kenyan tea workers who rights provided in the Industrial
members of the Collahuasiarenow five members ofthe uniontook part in a strike against theLandlord murders Relation Actand other labour laws.
Workers’ Unionin Chile began on being held in jail. introduction of tea plucking ] 90% of workers inthe textile sector
Nov. 5, with the miners dismissing Mac Urata of the International machines have not been reinstate G Ot{ON p|cker don’'t have the job papers
company rhetoric about ongoingTransport Federation describedaising complaints fromtheir union. necessary to form unions and

production as a deception for thehe arrest of Jabari as “a blatant The Kenya Plantation and RoopChand, aDalitcaste cottorengage in collective bargaining.
benefit of world copper markets. and contemptible attack on theAgricultural Workers Union picker in Pakistan who was set on

The company is Dona Ines deunion”, and vowed that the ITF(KPAWU) said on Nov. 12 that fire atthe instigation of alandlord, PAME b|aStS
Collahuasi, the world’'s fourth Would continue campaigning ontwo multinational tea companiesindied four days later in a Karachi
largest copper producer, owned’ehalf of the union and itsKericho had not reinstated 40hospitalonNov. 16.ThehenchmarCoca Cola

by global mining giants Xstrata imprisoned members. employees for leading workers inof a landlord in Rabo village, Kot

and AngloAmerican, and Mitsui the industrial action. Ghulam Mohammad Town, PAME, the All-Workers

& Co. The union is demanding aGGerman retirement “The workers should be recalledaccused Chand of stealing 25 kiloMilitant Front of Greece, has
larger share of the mine’s profits ] towork since itis wrong for the teaof cotton. The men detained Chandlenounced the transnational Coca
and improved social provisionsa(J€ to be raised companies to victimise them,” saidat the landlord’s home and torturedCola for mass dismissals of workers
fortheir families. KPAWU national treasurer Joshuahim for days, trying to make him in Patras, Athens and other cities.

The company claims the open- Labour Minister Ursula von Oyuga. Mostworkers had resumedonfess before setting himonfire. Coca Cola is aiming to increase
cast Rosario mine is operatingder Leyen has defended awvork after the union called offthe  After his death, scores of Dalit profitability, abolishing workers’
normally under a strike pontroversml deCISIQn to strike in late October to pave waycommunity people carrying therights. ltwantsto utilize all the laws
contingency plan, but the union'ncrease Germany'’s retirementfor negotiations with companiesbody of Roop Chand held athatthe PASOK social democratic

says the “plan” consists of 300 that had introduced the machinesgemonstration outside the Karachgovernment, and the previous New
scab workers from outsource he added. press club. Others staged a sit-iDemocracy conservative
companies, providing output of (" ) “Operations at most tea estatesutside the District police office government, have adopted to create

are going on smoothly after thedemanding the arrest of thealower-wage, flexible workforce.
workers reported to their stationdandlord, Mir Abdul Rehman Statements by the president of the
without any victimisation or Talpur, a well connected political Hellenic Federation of Enterprises
harassment,” said Oyuga. heavyweight of the area. Policealso confirm that employers want
More than 10,000 workershave apparently arrested threéow wages, and further attacks on
downed their tools for two weeks,other suspects, but the landlorctollective agreements, working
resulting inthe affected multinationalwas still at large several days laterhours and social security rights. At
companiesincurringlossesrunning This kind of severe heinousthe same time, Coca Cola has
into millions of shillings. crime against peasants is commoannounced a profit of 417 million
The Ministry of Labourisacting in cotton growing areas of euros for the first nine months of
and education costs hiked from as an arbitrator between the unioPakistan, where wealthy suspect2010.
50% to 100%. and the firms using the machinesabuse their influence over police, PAME says it will help to
Located in the Atacama desert\. _J  Morethan 2,000 workers have lostlistrict administration, and courts.mobilize solidarity struggles
in Chile’s northern Region I, the o jobs following the introduction of  Itis currently the cotton picking against so-called “voluntary exit
mine is at an altitude of 4,00029€e from65to 67 starting in 2012 the equipment by multinational teaseason in Pakistan, one of th@rograms.”
metres, where oxygen levels arsaying . the country had nocompanies in Kericho, Nandi andlargest cotton producing countries. “Monopolies are our common
low and stress levels on the bod@lternatwe_ as society continuesSotik districts. Agricultural workers, including enemy,” says a statement from
are high. AUS$750 million mine to age rap_ldly. _ Atthe sametime, police officersthose on cotton farms, are noPAME, calling forthe working class
expansion is underway that will Presentmgareporton pensiongleployed to patrol affected tearecognizedasworkersinPakistan'aind its allies, especially self-
lift production from 550,000 tO th? Cablne.t,_ von der Leyenestates have been withdrawn. Th&abour law. They have no right toemployed people and poor farmers,
tonnes to a million tonnesdismissed criticism from the police were sent in after theform unions and negotiate withto take the power from the
annually, with altitudes expected©Pposition, trade unions and sociatompanies hired scabs to replacewners, or even any legal right tomonopolies and “become the

no more than 18% of total
production.

Key issues include health
benefits, education for miners’
children, and work schedules.
Considering the vast profits of
Collahuasi - net earnings in 2009
totalled US$1.56 billion - the union
wants company-paid health cost
raised fromthe current 80% to 1009

to reach 5,000 metres in nemprganisatifns an‘t‘j said delayinghe strikers. usi “\r/]vo;kers courts” in disputesrﬂasters cc)jf the hutgehweaéth that

mining areas. retirement was ‘necessary an with the farm owners. they produce, which today is
Another concern is silicosis. Justifiable.” Withoutitthe country « J Cotton field workers, especially grabbed by the few, the capitalists.”

Because of massive dust cIoud%VOWS be”forged tocut pensi?ns or Irr_egullj'r, Wgrl_<ers

containing crystalline silica drastically increase employeeggjze unaal ; ; "

particles, r%iner{‘/:, are endangeregontributions, both of which would Y ] Many lterws in our "Global Class

by the deadly lung disease. Minerd€ unfair, she said. assembly lines Struggle column are from the

work seven days on, seven days The new retirement age will _ _ ;
off,and afurther>|€)ointofcontentior):begi”forthOse bornin 1964. Only Hyundai Motor Co.’s plant in Labour S tart website,

is management's proposed@bout half of Germans older thanJlsan could callatemporary haltto www .labourst art.org
changes to exceptional days off.55 still work, but von der Leyen operationsifthe irregular workers’
Most of the strikers have takenSaid that was also changing.  sit-in strike continues. Hyundai

id inthe shuttered Santa “There are not yet very many, vice president Kang Ho-don said . . \
uMparr?slse(::?]((*,))(/)llnin ?hse lliaizﬁc p(?pt %ut there will be more,” the in a Nov. 18 statement that if the Send me information on the

ity of Iquique, 285 kilometres from conservative Christian DemocratSituation continues, a reduction in i
atty otlquique rometrestrom said, referring to labour marketproduction hours and even § Communist Party of Canada

the mine. =T
\?\}grt;(set:gst);\ll/%véwg5t2r? d%%%?ﬁrigﬂeiwgg:%%gﬂsnlg\%ﬁ%ﬂe facilities 'I_'he ‘Commgnist Party ‘of Canada, forme_d in_ 1921, has a proud histpr of
Another V ahed o JumpingV | | K | db fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
by more than one million between  Irregularworkers employed byl e cpc does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
union member 2005and2009. a Hyundai subcontractor begar| against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
] But social policy advocacy their action on NOV- 15. On that| active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
arrested in Iran association VdK argued thatday, about 400 irregular workersl ~ movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
increasing the retirement age wa§om a Hyundai subcontractor] democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
Homayoun Jabari, a membermnrealistic. began a sit-in strike at the Ulsar] socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
ofthe Vahed Syndicate, has been “Anyone unemployed beyond plant, demanding to be hired on 3 Central Committee CPC
arrested in yet another attack or50 has hardly a chance at finding #egular contract. The carmake 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

the Teheran bus drivers’ union.new job,” VdK leader Ulrike claims it has no responsibility orl 416 4699446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.cd
He was held on Nov. 9 when heMascher told news agency DAPD power to negotiate with the striking

accompanied the wife of“Ageism still rules in human workers, since the companyisnof ... e 4 Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

Gholamreza Gholamhosseini -resources for most sectors.” their employer. Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

another driver violently picked  Over fifty percent of Workers ~ The workers initially occupied | 5359 Ave bu Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Committee CPC

up by police - to the Intelligence older than 60 are likely to betwo assemblylines causing 1,20( E”r?f;‘.[e:éq%ipﬂ?éfff 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
Office to try and discover her unemployed, according to Institutevehicles and $10.1 million damage B.C. Committee CPC Telffax: 204-586-7824

husband’s whereabouts.for Employment Research experin lost production and sales. Thg 706 Clark Drive, vancouver, B, vsL 331 Ontario Ctee. CPC

Security agents then went toMartin Dietz. strike was expanded to threq Tel 604-254-9836 E-mail:cpbc@elusnet  £30%, Daniort Ave., Toronto, MaK 16
Jabari’'s home, took away his “The difficulties of older assembly lines by Nov. 17.| Edmonton cPC Hamilton Ctee. CPC

computer and books and warneavorkers in the job market has les\lthough the carmaker broughtf 2ox % °2, 19 B3An.2 boon PO 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

his wife that if he didn’t cooperate to do with biological reasons andin additional workers on two of | Tel. 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ?:lr_“g"é%”égg‘é%ﬁ
he would be in custody “for amuch more with wrongheadedthe three assembly lines, one of cagary crc '

long time”. institutional policies,” said the lines continued to be undey unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, ggi”;ggig:?dnggcm B0P 110
Gholamhosseini was violently Hilmar Schneider, director of striking workers’ control. Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 1. ' 902-542-7981

arrested with Saeed Torabian|abour market policy research at According to the carmaker's| SaskachewancPC .
publicity director of the bus the Institute for the Study of estimates, the strike had cause Lma"(ma' @communist-party-sk.ca>
workers’ union, who was later Labour. 4,300 vehicles and $36 million in

J
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Major gains by Greek
Communist s In civic votes

Special to PV (9.08%), Southern Aegean (9.04%)social democratic PASOK party
Western Macedonia (8.22%),fell dramatically, from 43.92% in
The Greek Communist PartyEastern Macedonia and Thracdastyear’s parliamentary election
(KKE) was the only party to score(7.74%), Peloponnese (6.80%)to 34.67%, aloss of over 1 million
major advances in the first roundCrete (6.93%). votes.
of regional and municipal The list elected 40 councillors The right-wing opposition New
elections held on Nov. 7.toregional councils and over 500Democracy received 32.82%, abo
Nationwide, the KKE-backed list municipal councillors. 1% less than in 2009.
took 10.85% ofthe votes, upfrom Assessing the results, the The left opportunist SYN/
7.54% in the 2009 parliamentaryKKE Central Committee noted SYRIZA currentis undergoing an
elections. The Communist votesthat the gains reflect an increasingdeological-political crisis after
rose by 75,000, t0 589,000, despitaumber of people who arecollaborating in some areas wit
a lower voter turnout in this interested in the alternativethe PASOK. SYN/SYRIZA
campaign. Theresultis also abigolitical proposals of the received4.5%,down slightly from
increase over the 480,000 vote€ommunists. The CC thanked all4.6% last year, losing about 50,00(%
and 7.22% received by KKE- first-time voters who backed thevotes.
backed candidatesin the 2006 On the far right, the nationalist
local elections. and anti-communist LAOS
This election followed the party received 4%, a decline of
merger of Greece’s former 130C about 1.5% and 150,000 votes . :
municipalities into just 325, and from its 2009 totals. The RallleS SUDDOT'[ Mum|a Abu-Jamal
the 52 counties to form 13 Ecologistparty received 2.9%, a . . . .
regions. The KKE warns that small%ergent)élge increase ovef ederalappealsjudgesin Philadelphiadebated on Nov. 9whether
this “reform”, approved by the 2009, but it lost 20,000 votes. {0 grantanew sentencing hearing for journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal,

social democratic parliamentary The KKE's biggest gains cameconvicted in 1982 for the death of a p_olice officer. The appeals
majority, “will lead to new and in major urban centres court had already granted such a hearing on the grounds that the

deep anti-people changes.” especially in working class JUrY at Abu-Jamal’s trial was not given proper death-penalty

The KKE ran on the neighbourhoods, and in areadnstructions. But earlier this year, the U.S. Supreme Court,
“People’s Rally” list, because where farmers and Sma”rejectlngasmllar_cas_emOhl(_),orderedtheSrd U.S.(;wcwtCourt
in Greece direct participation businesses have intenséfAppealstorethinkits decision. Under Pennsylvanialaw, Abu-
of parties in local elections is problems. In these areas, “therg@mal should have received alife sentence ifa single juror found
forbidden. People’s Rally are even better preconditions_thatm't'gat'_ng cwcumstanceso_utwelghedtheaggravatlngfactor_s
nominated thousands of for the socio-political front of " the slaying of Off_|cer_ Daniel Faulkner. Abu-Jamal and his
candidates, including well- the working class in alliance SUPPOrters have maintained for nearly three decades that the
known leaders of the KKE, thelists supported by the KKE, with the self-employed and the®riginaltrial was completely unjust, tainted by a racist judge and
All-Workers Militant Front rejecting the intimidation and small-medium farmers to be&lynch-mobatmosphere. Despite skimpy andunreliable evidence,
(PAME), the All Farmers’ Militant provocations against indep shaped and to acquire solig"Pu-Jamal was given the death sentence. Solidarity rallies to
Rally (PASY), the Greek Anti- endent lists by the ruling class.foundations.” support Abu-Jamal were held across North America in early
monopoly Rally of the Self- “This important increase in Mostnotable were the increasd\Ovember. People’s Voice photo: demonstrator at the rally in
employed (PASEBE), the votesgives usnew responsibilitiesn Attiki (14.4%, up from 10.2%), 10ronto, taken by Ed Bil.

Students’ Struggle Front (MAS), and duties,” noted the CCwhichincludesthe capital Athens,

the Women’s Organization of statement. “We understand thehe industrial zones around the 1

Greece (OGE), the Greeknecessityto meetthe challenge ofapital, and the working class CUban CommunISt Party
Committee for International organizingthe struggle and rallyingseaport stronghold of Piraeus. Four . .

Detente and Peace (EEDYE), andhe people and the workers, tamillion people live and workinthe Congress |n Aprll 201 l
other progressive movements. expressthe discontentand appetitattiki area.

These elections took on anfor struggle of wider popular The People’s Rally list won HAVANA, Nov 8-Cuban President will be debated in seminars by the
intensely political character, aftermasses which appreciate our rold3.73% of the votes in Athens, andRaul Castro announced that theparty cadres starting in the second
a period of large-scale workingand contribution, while atthe samel4.79% in Piraeus. Other notableSixth Congress of the Communistfortnight of this month.
class struggles against the antitime having their own views on results included Patras (16.42%)Party of Cuba will be held in the Raul added that starting Dec. 1
people measures imposed by thearious matters.” Irakleio (12.13%), Volos (15.23%), second half of April 2011. through Feb. 28, the project will be
social democratic government of The statement says the votéPeristeri (12.52%), Kallithea Raul spoke at a ceremonydiscussed in all the Party
PASOK, the European Union and‘signals a new path for the rallying (18.40%), Corfu (26.90%), Nikaia- attended by Venezuelan Presidergrassroots organizations and
the IMF. At the forefront of these of wider popular forces against theRenti (18.30%), Lesvos (13.25%),Hugo Chavez, marking the 10thamong the population and workers.
struggles has been the classpolices which have led to aKeratsini-Drapetsona (19.36%),anniversary of the signing of the He stressed that the economic
oriented labour movement, PAME.deterioration of the life of the Aigaleo (16.90%), and Ilion- Cuba-Venezuela Comprehensivéattle is today, more than ever, the

The People’s Rally scored itspeople and contributed to theKamatero (20.16%). Cooperation Agreement. main task and the centre of the
highest regional total in the sharpeningofthecrisis... Theanti- In recent decades Greece has The greatest event of the Cubaideological work of the cadres,
Northern Aegean (15.74%),monopoly and anti-imperialist had a higher voter participationcommunists will be held on the because the system’s preservation
followed by the lonian Islands current has strengthened, théhan many other countries. Butinoccasion of the 50th anniversarydepends on it.

(15.30%), Attiki (14.43%), alternative proposal for a solutionthis campaign, the turnout wasof the victory of Playa Giron (Bay = Cuba will give priority to its
Thessaly (13.10%), Westernwhich has people’s power as itonly 61%, compared to 71% inof Pigs) and the proclamation ofparticipation in the Bolivarian
Greece (11.14%), Central Greecegyoal has gained ground.” 2009. Voters lists have not beerthe socialist character of the Cuba\lliance for the Peoples of Our
(10.87%), Central Macedonia Meanwhile, votes forthe ruling updated recently, but the KKErevolution. America (ALBA), which requires
says that “a large part of the The Cuban president said theshort, medium and long-term
abstention, especially in AtticaCongress will focus on theeconomic collaboration and
Wh t CETA and in the municipality of Athens, solutions to the economiccoordination to achieve its goals.
a reflects the people’s indignationproblems, the updating of the The Cuban presidentsaid Cuba
and the condemnation of theCuban socialistmodel, and will setand Venezuela are moving toward
policies of PASOK and ND... It the guidelines for the economican economic union under a new
rea I Iy Sta nds for reflects positive developments,and social lives of the PCC and théind of relationship that will enable
which are stillin progress, towardsRevolution. It will be a Congress of rationality in the joint projects and
the liberation of people from theall the militants [party members], whichis animportant step towards
Council of Canadians/CALM bourgeois parties and the logic ofand all the people will participateintrue  independence. This
N lit}g management of the crisis othe main decisions of therelationship has been
1€ system.” Revolution, he said. strengthened in the last 10 years

However, the KKE also stresses  The proposed guidelines for theand will continue doing so, taking
gﬁt “abstention does not exertcountry’s economic policy, to be into account the strategic planning
ny pressure on the anti-peoplediscussed in the PCC Congresf both countries, he said.

i-labour policies.” On the

INNO CENT

Canada and the European Union are negotiating a compreh
free trade agreement (CETA) that for the first time has the provjnc
at the table.

Canadian corporations are looking for better accessto the Europé
market for agriculture and minerals without having to meet strictgr EB
standards. EU negotiators want Canadian services contracts, indlu t itred h ibilit
public services, with an added aim of transferring the $100 to [s2¢Q" - afy, ltreduces the possiviities

reverse the negative correlatio

billion our local governments spend annually on goods and selvic0 forces based on the power o R E D S O N T H E W E B

into corporate profits. _ _ o lFéASOK and ND .
Thatincludes water delivery services atthe municipal level, whe € Instead, the KKE “calls on the WWW.Commun’St_part}/.Ca

large European multinationals see c_iollar signs_ in privatizing Can dz?ly S rkersto take an active partin the :
mostly public systems. But the EU is also asking that Canada ré wr fuggle against the monopolies www.peoplesvo:ce.ca

intellectual property and telecommunications rules while banpin ainst imperialism® and for a I I
local preferences on public spending by cities, hospitals, s Fople's radical front against the wwwyC = ]C.Ca
www.solidnet.org

[

ho
boards and other local public agencies. On balance, there is very “@ominant olicies of the rulin
to gain from a deal with the EU and much to lese. class. ® P J
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Could fascism ever
happen in Canada?

frightening parallels with the business “Union” government of
capitalist state’s post-9/11 policies,Conservative Robert Borden was
especially the tendencyin both eragerrified by the bubbling tide of
to trample on civil rights as theworking class anger which led up
N primary responsetoahyper-inflatedo the Winnipeg General Strike.

“terrorist threat.” The government threw its

-

SEEING REDS: The Red
Scare of 1918-1919, Canada’s
First War on Terror, by
Daniel Francis, Arsenal Pulp
Press, 2010, 280 pages, ISB
978-1-55152-373-6.

of sharp class and political strugglesampaign, police spies and
across Canadaduringthe early 20throvocateurs, deportations

When the danger of fascism incentury, from the perspectives ofviolence, and mass censorship.
Canada is discussed, some argusoth the ruling class and the Politically, the attack assumed
that we already live under fascismemerging movements for labourtwo main forms. One was the
It is true that “democracy” in our rights, peace and socialism. Heaccusation that labour radicals ha
society is severely restricted by theshows how the ruthless greed obeen “unpatriotic” for stirring up
power of big capital over politics employers stimulated the rise ofanti-war sentiments. Closely related
and the media. But generations ofadical concepts in all parts ofwas the charge that unrest wa
struggle for working class rights Canada. Among the “traditional” spread by “Bolsheviks” - a term
and freedom of speech haveopulation from the British Isles, which covered everything from the
achieved important gains, makingand the more recent (andgenuine item to the mildest of
Canada today very different fromsupposedly dangerous!)reformers. Fourteen labour ang
Hitler Germany or Pinochet's Chile.immigrants from eastern Europe political organizations were banned

Review by Kimball Cariou

More insidious is the claim that trade unionism and socialist partiesnassive amounts of literature werg Musicians and dancers offered their artistry in support of the Ca

“fascism could never happen here.'made rapid gains. seized, and letters were routinely
This concept encourages people to This advance was temporarilyintercepted by the police.
downplay the significance of choked off by the First World Progressive Canadianswereindes
attacks on freedom and democracyar. Many workers knew that thethe target of a fascist onslaught.

or to ignore the possibility of anwar would slaughter millions for ~ The details make for compelling
“open terrorist dictatorship” of the the enrichment of big capital. Butreading. But even more thought;
most reactionary sections of theothers were sucked in by flag-provoking is the author’s
ruling class. waving propaganda, rallying to conclusion: “If there is a lesson to

Could it happen here? A newhelp save the British Empire frombe learned from the Red Scare, iti
book by historian Daniel Francisthe ravages of “the Hun.” that it - or something like it - will
warns thatthis threatcould become Four years of war shatteredalmost certainly happen again... |
reality, “regardless of our manyillusions. The bloodbath inhistory teaches us anything, it ig
commitment to freedom of Europewasaccompanied athoméhatin Canadawe will cross the line
expression and the rule of law.” by massive war profiteering and avhenever it feels as if the country

Francis has written books onsharp decline in living standards.s threatened.”
topics ranging from the whaling The October RevolutioninRussia In other words, yes, it can
industry, to coastal First Nations,proved that workers and soldiershappen here. It's up to us to mak
to the origins of the sex trade incould overthrowthe existing ordersure it doesn’te
Vancouver. and usherinworking class power.

In Seeing Reds: The Red Scare &f/hen the troops began returningA public forum with author
1918-1919, Canada’s First War onto Canada, a powerful upsurge irDaniel Francis and Michael Vonn
Terror,Francis goes backtothe Firsstrikes and revolutionary of the BC Civil Liberties Assoc-
World War and the 1919 Winnipegsentiments was underway. iation will be held in January.
General Strike. Hisresearchpointsto Not surprisingly, the pro- Seeour next issue for details.)

People's Voice 2011 Calendar:
"Working Class Heroes"

- ;G Fon
P Noutl'imrmﬂumﬂ‘f
B UNEMPLOYMENT
INsuoaNCE

The 2011 People’s Voice Calendar is now available. This year’s theme is “Working Class
Heroes”, paying tribute to fourteen Canadian labour activists who played important roles
in the struggle against the bosses and the capitalist state. The 14-month Calendar (January
2011-February 2012) includes a wide variety of memorable dates for the working class
movements, from birthdays of prominent revolutionaries to the anniversaries of watershed
struggles for peace, social justice, equality and socialism. The above photo from the Calendar
shows demonstrators in Regina's Market Square during the On to Ottawa Trek of 1935.

For your copy, send $5 plus $3 to cover postage to People’s Voice, 706 Clark Drive,
Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. The Calendar is also on sale at the Ontario Bureau of People’s
Voice (290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6) and our Manitoba Bureau (387 Selkirk Ave.,
Winnipeg, R2W 2M3). Rates for bulk orders are available on request.

British Columbia readers can pick up the Calendar at People’s Co-op Books, 1391

Francis presents a vivid pictureresources into a dirty propagand@ o soid-out Nov. 18 concert in Lisbon by Montreal indy rock b

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

v

NATO warlords take out Arcade Fire

Arcade Fire was cancelled on Nov. 2 by none other than NATO
warlords claimed the band’s venue was too close to thefditeir 19-

Fire was taken by surprise, but promised to refund the 20,000 fan
had purchased tickets. President Obama and other leade
 converging on Lisbon to announce NATO'’s “New Strategic Cong
and Portuguese authorities are preparing to greet opponents of mil
with a massive show of force. In spite of the economic crisis an
simpoverishment of millions of people at home and abroad, NA

disappointing that Arcade Fire did not protest the cancellation of its

Performers help launch Boat to Gaza

Boat to Gaza campaign at an Oct. 29 fundraiser at Toronto’s|
Zatoun cultural centre. Performers included Egyptian-Canadian s
C{Zlaryem Tollar, Palestinian-Canadian dancer-vocalist Roula
athak dancer Joanna de Souza, singer-songwriter Andrea K
and downtempo electronic band LAL. The Toronto event was o
many fundraisers across Canada as organizers seek to raise $3
to send a Canadian-registered ship as part of the internationa
Gaza Flotilla. So far more than $150,000 has been raised. Canad
| to Gaza is a partner of the Free Gaza Movement. To make a do
Pvisit http://canadaboatgaza.org.

Montreal Artists vs Apartheid XIV

Hundreds gathered at Montreal’s Le Consulat bistro on Oct. 23
fourteenth edition of Artists Against Apartheid, celebrating

boycott, divestment and sanctions movement against the gover
e of Israel. More than 600 activists attended the landmark confe
held that weekend. Artists Against Apartheid XIV featu
contemporary artists such as the Cuban hip-hop ensemble Obs
Detroit rapper Invincible, members of Montreal’s hip-hop collec
Nomadic Massive and Iragi-Montreal artist The Narcicyst. For a

vimeo.com/16267864. For an audio
electronicintifada.net/v2/article11614.shtml.

report visit htt

Where are Canada’s anti-war musicians?

operation in Afghanistan, prominent musicians seem reluctant to
out against the war. Last year Bruce Cockburn, famous for his an
stance in previous conflicts, performed for the troops in Kand
defended Canada’s military commitmemind jokingly accepted

symbolic rocketlauncher. While some well-known musicians particig
in the G20 protests last summer and many are involved in a vari
worthwhile causes, criticism of Canada’s military seems to be tabo
a shame because it looks like there’s been an orchestrated camg
use musicians to prepare Canadians for the latest extension
mission in Afghanistan. Witness “Standing Strong and True
Tomorrow),” a slick propaganda video featuring country music ar
released on Remembrance Day and celebrated nationwide in newg
owned by Postmedia, the successor company to Canwest |
National Post CEO Paul Godfrey.

Venezuela’' s revolution in music

British conductor Simon Rattle has called it “the most impo

publicly-funded music program that watches over 125 youth orch¢
and the training programs which make them possible. Foundg
visionary musician-educator Jose Antonio Abreu in 1975, the acclg
program has thrived under the enthusiastic patronage oClibgez
government. It's estimated that 90% of the 330,000 children now pl
music in the system are from poor backgrounds. In the words o
Antonio Abreu, “our ideal is a country in which art is within reach of e
citizen so that we can no longer talk about art being the property
elite, but the heritage of the people.” El Sistema’s flagship is the S
Bolivar National Youth Orchestra, currently thrilling classical m
lovers around the world. Find out more at www.fesnojiv.gov.ve/en.

Common Thread’s singer-activists

For more than 12 years members of Toronto’s Common Th
Community Chorus have attended rallies, marches, picket
celebrations, meetings and conferences to teach songs and eng
community singing. Now they’re getting a little more proactive
October the choir announced that they have several trained
leaders and many more choir members eager to bring their musid
people. Readers in the Toronto area who know of events that
lend themselves to Common Thread’s musical vision should cg

military spending and aggressive plans continue unabated|.

f
é]bs
Conference Montreal, the Quebec-Canada conference on the grjowing

and
The

20 summit meeting and declared the concert a “security risk.” Acade
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its Sing-along Committee at bob.biderman@sympatico.ca. Co
Thread’s initiative seems like a great way of fostering popular

Commercial Drive, Vancouver.
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culture across this land. For info visit www.commonthreadchorug.ca.
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World Festival of
Youth & Students

R

Indo Canadian Workers’
DECEI"I“II'JEI" 13 - 21 Association willreleaseits2011
youth to the festival this year,”

) calendar in partnership with
PV Youth Bureau et _ The Party singled out thegagio India, dedicated to
Boyden said, “but we are doing aparticipation of youth from cqgmrade Darshan Singh
Over 118 countries will be final financial push and hoping toZimbabwe and the Democraticcgnadian. shot dead by
represented at the 17th Worldsend at least this amount.” People’s Republic of Korea, Ca“ingterroristsini3unjabin1986.The
Festival of Youth and Students, The delegation includesitayoungtotalitarian’sconference.unvei“ng ceremony of the
with 76 preparatory committeesrepresentatives from the Canadiamong over 100 events, one iS.glendarwillbe 1-5 pm, Sunday
already confirming participationin Federation of Students, women’sentitled “Tribune against Nuclearpge 19 Strawberry I—iiII Publié
the largest gathering of anti-and peace organizations, youndgdombs, Agent Orange and forLibrary ’7399-1228t.
imperialist youth in the world, workers in seven trade unions, asolidarity with Korea.” The right- ’
organizers said in November.  well as representatives from thewingracistFreedom FrontPIusPa
As People’s Voice hasreportedQuebec youth movement andhasalso condemned the festival fo :
the Festival will be held in South several aboriginal youth activists.costing over $4 million CND. vening of Labour Songs, a
Africa, making it the first of these The delegation will also include “The money we've been given tfiPuteé to Rod Doran & Gary
historic gatherings to be held inmembers ofthe Young Communisis actually very little,” the chair of C@MPPell. Sat., Dec. 11, 6:30
sub-Saharan Africa. The meeting_eague of Canada. the South Affica committee told P dinner & programto follow,
is a phenomenal expression of The Festival will take a standnewspapers in response. “We argL>/Person; $20/solidarity price.
solidarity, peace and theagainstwar, development modelgalking about a big festival here, if eating limited at 54.35 K_'nca'd
progressive spirit of the youth andthat damage the environmentyou canlook at how much was pu t. Call for reservations: Anna
studentmovementinternationally.unemployment, hunger, limited by the government into the socce 04-294-6775.  Auspices
Organizers have announcedthadccess to education and healthVorld Cup”. urnaby Club.
the Pretoria’s University of Southand other problems that affect Mobilizations for the festival are
Africa (UNISA), willserve asvenue mankind. It will also demand now entering their last stage anc !
for the majority of activities such freedom for the five Cuban showingthetruly global characterofSupport John Graham,
as seminars, lectures, workshopsantiterrorists imprisoned in thethe event. The National Preparatoryundraising dinner and anti-
solidarity meetings, the FriendshipUnited States for more than 12Committee of Bangladesh, foruraniummining presentation, 6-
Fair and the Anti-lmperialist Court, years and will support the fight for example, took the streets in mid-10 pm, Fri., Nov. 26, Centre for
among others. the independence of Palestine anBecemberto defend public control ofSocialist Education, 706 Clark
Afew events will also be held in Western Sahara. the natural resources of the countnyPrive. Sliding scale $10-15,
Johannesburg around “Soccer Some of the delegations thatsuch as gas and oil, under attack bgroceeds to legal defense and
City, (close to the community have confirmed their attendanceglobalization. family expenses.
formerly known as Soweto) andare fromVenezuela, Brazil, Angola, I think this is going to be an People’s Assembly on
Constitution Hill in downtown Namibia, Mozambique, Algeria, amazing life-changing experienceClimate Justice , Tue., Dec. 7,
Johannesburg. Syria, Russia, Spain, Portugalforthe Canadiandelegationandaly pm, at SFU Harbour Center,
“he two cities are next to eachVietnam and Korea. the youth involved. But not just a555 W. Hastings, followed by
other, like Hamiltonand Toronto,” The Festival has not beencool experience, a moment ofMiass Direct Action for Climate
Canadian Festival co-chair Johamwithout controversy, however. powerful inspiration deeply Justice, Sat., Dec. 11, 12 noon,
Boydentold PV.“Oryoucouldsay Earlier in November the connected with our own strugglesstarting at Waterfront Skytrain
itis like holding the festival mainly Democratic Alliance, (acenter-rightback at home,” Boyden told Station (Howe Street exit).
at SFU with some special eventgpolitical party tracing its roots as anPeople’s Voice. “As the slogan of\winter Solstice Celebration
on certain days in Abbotsford.” opposition party in the white-only the festival says, we will defeat; , pm, Thur., Dec. 16, at thé
The Canadian delegation will Apartheid parliament) withdrew Imperialism, for a world of peace ; - =
be between 40 and 50 people. “Itisrom the national organizing solidarity and
amajor financial challenge to senccommittee of South Africa. transformation!’e

Real solutions, demands

171t

Let's defeat imperialism,
for a world of peace, solidarity
and social transformation!

ial 'Centre for Socialist Education,
social 706 Clark Drive.

“Seeing Reds,” public forum
on past and present state
repression in Canada, with
author Daniel Francis (seereview
on page 10), and Michael Vonn

Association, Wed., Jan. 19, 7:30
pm, SFU Harbour Centre, 555
W. Hastings. Sponsored by
People’s Voice and People’s
Co-op Bookstore, ph. 604-255-
2041 for more info.

Winnipeg, MB

Why is there poverty?”
conference, Sun., Dec. 5. To
help plan or register, contact
Four Directions Committee at
792-3371 or
fourdirectionswalk@mts.net.

Marxismcourse, classesbegin
early nextyear. Pre-register with
the Communist Party, 586-7824
or cpc-mb@mts.net.

Toronto, ON

Youth Festival fundraiser,

Sat., Nov. 27, 6:30 pm, Greek
Hall, 290 Danforth (Chester
subway). Supportthe Canadian
delegationto 17th World Festival
of Youth and Studentsin South
Africa. Delicious food, good
company, cash bar, live music!

People’'s Assembly on
Climate Justice, Sat., Dec.4,
9:30 am, Sidney South Hall,
100 St. George St., SS2118.
Sponsored by Council of
Canadians, Greenpeace,
OPIRG-Toronto and others, for
info call 647-869-6496.

Annual Jose Marti Dinner
and Dance, Jan. 29, 2011, 7
pm, Bloor Street United, 300
Bloor St. West. Advance
prepaid tickets $30, or $40 at
the Door. Sponsored by
Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews

United, vigil against the
occupation, every Friday at
noon, Sainte-Catherine and

of the B.C. Civil Liberties Union (near Metro McGill).

People'sVoice deadlines:

JANUARY 1-15issue: Thursday, Dec. 9
JANUARY 16-31 issue: Thursday, Jan. 6
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Communist Party candidate

Harper government, the gianthave worked alltheir life will retire
energy corporations are recklesslyo food banks and total poverty.
promoting uncontrolled energyThe Communist Party will
29 by-election for Winnipeg consumption for the selfish goal ofnationalize the banks and cancs
North. increasing their bloated profits. the debts because housing is h
The Communist Party isright. We will increase public

The Communist Party is demanding that the governmenpensions above the poverty line
campaigning for good-paying jobsnationalize the energy companies, Turning to the war in
and access to education. We arghat they become public property Afghanistan, whichimposes death
demanding Canada get out of th&Ve are demanding caps on carboand destruction on the people o
terrible warin Afghanistan, rightnow. emissions. that country. We have no business

Ithink Manitoba canstopbeing  The other major parties have ndoeing there. How is it that we arecorporate elite in Canada’s Englishby thousands and millions of
alow-wage, racistbackwater. Thesolution.  The  Manitoba building schools, roads and watespeaking nation have control. working people, intrade unions and
North End of Winnipeg can stop government supports a system thagystems there, whenwe don'thave The low wages caused byintheirfaith organizations, in student
being a backwater of thisfailedin Europe (cap and trade). lthe same for Aboriginal peoplesinracism and national inequality groups and women’s organizations.
backwater. The Communist Partywill be afailure like the Kyototreaty. Canada? George Bush should bereate a super-profitgravy train fonwe need to build up those historic
has real solutions for the real Canada is a wealthy country.tried asawarcriminal, andsoshouldhese elite, a huge problem instruggles once again, to turn society
problems, notthe same old policiesret millions of nearly-retired the Canadian politicians that putManitoba. around.
that got us here in the first place Canadians owe the banks billionour troops in Afghanistan. Weliveinasocietywherepeople We can create good-paying

Communists have alwaysof dollars; their homes are almost Liberal and Conservative live in constant fear of losing theirjobs, we can create a society that
fought for a better society inentirely mortgaged. People whogovernments have used the wajob, where families are onthe edgeakes care of children and educates
Canada. But today, much of what against terror to trample on civilof losing their homes, whereour youth. We can end poverty
we helpedwinisindanger becaus rightsin Canada. Lastsummer morehildren are afraid every monthand social inequality. We can get
of the growing economic crisis, than 1,000 mainly young peoplewhenthereis nofood, where youngcanada out of Afghanistan and we
government cuts, privatization of were arrested for peacefullypeople can't start a family, andcan solve the problem of inequality
health care and water, and thg demonstrating atthe G8 summitirwhere all these fears are doubledmong the nations in Canada.
growing harm of climate change. Toronto. This must stop. for Aboriginal people, people of Read the Communist Party’s

Young people are denied thei The people of Afghanistan havecolour and women and youth andholicies and see why they are the
future by the loss of nearly 10,000 every right to resist the occupatiorpeople with disabilities. only realistic solution to the
manufacturing jobs in Manitoba in of their country, just as the There is too much fear in theinjustice of our present society.
the last two years. Aboriginal peoples of CanadahaveNorth End of Winnipeg. The They are the most advanced ideas

Young people are denied an every right to fight politically and Communist Party has a planto engh this election, but we need them
education by tuition hikes in however they can for full national these fears, and for everyone ta@oday. Their time has come.
Manitoba and by the Harperf, self-determination, a right all have a good-paying job and an Avote forthe Communist Party
government’s racist under- nations have in international law.education. isavote forreal change. Itisavote
funding of post-secondary The Communists have a dream, No single political party can for the future, a vote againstwar, a
education for Aboriginal students. where all nations in Canada are equahange society. No party can clainvote to put people before profit, a

| don’t want young people to and develop in a voluntary partner credit for establishing medicare orote for jobs and education. Itis a
inherit a planet destroyed by ship. Canada must stop being a prisamnemploymentinsurance. Accomp vote to end fear and to create a far
climate change. Backed by theFrank Komarniski house of nations where only theishments like medicare were madeetter societys

A message From Frank
Komarniski, Communist
Party candidate in the Nov.
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Afghanistan war: the crucible for

reorienting Canadian foreign policy

t To overly simplify the situation, government’sblueprintfordefencecontractors to stimulate aisanoldand extremely influential
' the war in Afghanistan was a keyand foreign policy. The following speculative expansion of theadvocacy group, whose
component in the drive by theexcerptsfroma2008 Canadian Pea@conomy. Thisiswhatis meant bymembership is made up of over 50
Operation Apollo, Operation United States (and its CanadiarCongress statement on CFDShe “military partnership with military organizations. It is large,
Athena, Operation Archer, and British allies) to recolonize aprovide a sense of the scope of th€anadian industry’. well-funded and well-connected.
Operation Accius, Operation Altair huge, resource-rich area of theeorientation in Canadian foreign “CFDS is  profoundly Partofits funding comes from the
... since Canada first entered thevorld. While this view is quite policy, howtightly related itistothe undemocratic and wasimplementeddepartment of National Defence,
war on Afghanistanin 2001 the listcorrect, it is obviously a truncatedwar in Afghanistan, and thewithout seeking Parliamentarysowhen CDA speaks, DND listens.
of extensions, renewals and “spinassessment of a much morgrofound implications it has for approvaland commits $492 billion The 1999 symposium was
offs” has gone on and on and oncomplicated issue. domestic policy: over 20 years on top of the $5.Focused on changing strategic
Originally scheduledtoendin2003, A related way of looking at “CFDS is the manifesto of the billion already allocated in 2006, assessment within the context of
Canada’s involvement in thisthings is to view the war in most aggressive circles ofapproaching 2.2% of GDP, all tomassive geopolitical shifts.
imperialistaggression threatens tdAfghanistan as the crucible inCanadian finance capital seekingyuarantee the profits of defenceSpecifically, the symposium
continue until 2014 if Prime Minister which a new direction in Canadianwith a bigger military budget to contractors and investors. Thedentified the following strategic

By Dave McKee, Presiden
Canadian Peace Congress

Stephen Harper gets his way.
Afghanistan has been th¢Successive Canadian governments

central preoccupation ofhoth Liberal and Conservative)

Canadian foreign policy over .
the past decade. It has alsh“;ve Ip u:;;s‘ued d hp ollcy . of wa_r )
been a main focus of peacC early, the state nas an interest in

movement activity. the Afghanistan war that surpasses
Mobilizations againstthewar(and diminishes) the electoral

strengthen its influence atCanadiangovernmentpolicy oftheissues:
the round tables in rapidmilitarizationoftheeconomy* the pressing need for
Washington and Brussels. is the only job creation project thereorientation in Canadian foreign
“The CFDS flaunts Governmenthasto offer youth, thepolicy (military and economic) in
military power as the unemployed and the light of the collapse of the USSR,;
essential ingredient of underemployed. CFDS cannot bé the rise of Chinaas a political and
Canadian diplomacy in implementedwithoutsacrificingthe economic world power, a rise
international affairs. CFDS needs of public health care,characterized as “the most serious

promotes the growth, pensions,childcare, seniors’ needghallenge to Western interests in
nearly as spectacular as thosyernment. " modernization and combatlow cost housing and the peacefuthe Pacific”;

againstthe invasion of Iraq ir. readiness of the Canadiarndevelopment of the country.” * the importance of retaining and
2003. The build up was slower, andoreign policy is being tested andmilitary anditsinteroperabilitywith ~ To understand why the state isleveloping NATO as a counter-
it took more time to locate a basisclarified. There are a number ofUS military forces for one main so committed to this sweepingbalance to changing geopolitics
of unity upon which to build elements to this policy shift: reason, to commit Canadato currenteorientation of Canadian foreignthat challenge Western interests;
mobilizations. * a deliberate and dramatic shiftand future US-NATO wars,

But, for the entire decade,away from UN-oriented interventions and occupations as Harnar enande & B
opinion polls have repeatedlymultilateralismtoward an“ad-hoc” the first principle of Canadian b B =3
shown thata majority of Canadianamultilateralism. (There are manygovernmentforeign policy. CFDS ar new
disagree with the war. Despiteproblems with the United Nations,boasts of the experience gained b
massive spending on huge PRut to replace it with makeshift Canadian forces in Afghanistan as e
campaigns to “sell” the war to the“coalitions of the willing”is nothing a “military that can operate farfrom .
public, and the constantideologicakhort of gangster politics on ahome on a sustained basis’. [ i
bombardment from  the global scale); According to Prime Minister i : =
government, the military and its*a heightened emphasis on NATOHarper the ability to wage war is o

=71
I

in Afghanistan have not beeiconcerns of any individual party or

allied industries, and the corporateand identifying a new role for thatthe path that will return Canada to ==t Y
media, Canadians remain opposenhilitary alliance; the international stage as a Pt A, b o -
to this war. * a definite move away from “credible and influential country.’ f L — — =
Yet successive Canadian‘traditional peacekeeping”(again, “CFDSelevatescommitmentsto | ~— = - s s
governments (both Liberal andthere are plenty of problems withNATO,NORAD, NORTHCOM, the g
Conservative) have pursued ahis role and these missions, buSecurity and Prosperity Partnershif
policy of war. Clearly, the state hasCanada is certainly not moving(SPP)andthe Civil Assistance Plan
an interest in the Afghanistan wartoward an improved model); the latter permitting US troops on
that surpasses (and diminishes) thie a more aggressive posture inCanadian soilinthe eventofa “civil P R LI ity iyt ekl
electoral concerns ofanyindividualforeign policy, with greater emergency’, above all other e b L
party orgovernment. Examiningancemphasis on military action, Canadianinternational obligations
understanding this interest is keysanctions, terror lists, etc., insteadnd treaties. As such CFDS actuallyolicy, itis useful to review events * the destabilization of the central
to strengthening both the anti-warof development, diplomacy, weakens Canadian sovereignty byf the past two decades. Asian states as a strategic and
effort and the broader movementooperation, and peace; subordinating Canadian defense In the early 1990s, Canadaeconomic opportunity, and
for peace and progress. * a more brash statement ofpolicytothe global military strategy experienced a huge economispecific opportunities for Canada
The advanced sections of theCanadian economic interests asfthe US and NATO. recession, exacerbated by “freén the vast energy reserves of the
peace movements have lonkey to foreign policy “Fear-mongeringaboutallegedtrade.” The comprehensivecentral Asian region;
understood that the war indevelopments. threats to Canadian security is theestructuring of the Canadian* the necessity for Canada to
Afghanistan was never alocalized These changesare deeply at playjethod used by the Conservativeconomy meant that some entiréntegrate military and economic
conflict. From the get-go, it wasin Canada’s involvement in government to justify massivesectors were decimated, whileissues within foreign policy
part of a regional campaign thatAfghanistan. Perhaps the clearedransfers of public finances,some new sectors of Canadiamliscussions,inordertoexertglobal
includes the war against Iraq andexample is the Canada First Defenceithout Parliamentary approval, tocapital emerged and grew.influence and reap economic
Israel's role in the Middle East. Strategy (CFDS), the Harperforeign and domestic defenceGlobalizationingeneral (related tobenefit;

huge developmentsintechnology) the government of Iraq -
was ontherise, sparking extensiveharacterized as a “rogue state” -
NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

discourse about how to reorientinas a barrier to securing Western
order to identify and exploit new interests in the central Asian
r— - !
people’s

global opportunities. region.

But the central development at Virtually every one of these
this time was the sudden,concerns have assumed a central
U $30 for 1 year U $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year

| unexpected collapse of the USSPlace in Canadian foreign policy
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Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

and massive geopolitical changesver the past ten years, and every
which followed. Huge areas oftheone has been addressed to
world were now “opened up” to significant extents in the arena of
Western capitalism (whosethe war on Afghanistan.
members were fighting amongst The Canadian state uses the
themselves for key positions - forwar to justify, implement, test and
aslice ofthe pie). Atthe same timeglarify new foreign policy
the end of the Cold War meant thalirections whose scope range far
sudden loss of NATO'’s raisonbeyond that one country. For this
d’etre. NATO embarked on alongreason, the stakes are critically high
search for a new identity and rolefor a government that seeks to

And we do more than that—-we Name taking it to the war on Yugoslavia extend the war. By the same token,
report and analyze event s from a (which, atleastimmediately, wasavhen the peace and anti-war
Address disaster in terms of consolidatingmovements confront the war in

revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue! L

Western states around a new rol&fghanistan, we are engaged in a
for the alliance). much more profound struggle, one

A key moment in the “post- that ultimately has a decisive role
Soviet” era policy debates isin determining our country’s role
represented by the 1999inthe world. Mobilization against
Symposium of the Conference ofthe war must continue - itis the war
Defence Associations. The CDAthat must end, nowe
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