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After the vote.... =
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"Everything changed"

Thirty years agoJ hatcher'sTory

government launched a full-scale

war on Britain's powerful National
Union of Mineworkers.

Vancouver residents went to the polls

on November 15The results were

mixed at best; while the right-wing

NPA failed to regain control of City
Hall, progressive trustees on the
School Board lost their majority

PV photo by Ed B|I

Humanitarian crisis
deepens in Ukrame

A recent UN report says, “The overall
number of IDPs [internally displaced peoplel,
increased from 275,489 as of 18 Septemb
to 436,444 on 29 October, according to t
State Emergency Service of Ukraine. o!
these 417,410 people have come from t
conflict affected areas,,, as well as 19,0
IDPs from Crimea.” Despite the enormit
of these numbers and the numerous repo
of the dire conditions that many face
including as winter sets in, the repo
provides less than two pages of analysis.
language and description contrast sharp
with those of Michael Bociurkiw,
spokesperson for the Organisation fc
Security and Cooperation in Europe. H
told a public forum in Ottawa on Oct. 30§
“We are getting very, very close to &

humanitarian catastrophe in Ukraine”.... ESSEIss

Reports on page 6 SEI:\%?S from southeastern

Cuba vs. Ebola

While the US and its allies focus
on expanding their military
presence idfrica, Cuba is

sending hundreds of doctors anc

medical personnel to help fight
the deadly Ebola epidemic.
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3,000 rally against privatization, extra-billing and hospit  al closures

By Liz Rowley th(?‘irv!evys known, IOl_Jd and clear.hos_pitals itis b_eing privatized and —— privatized care, amounting to
This is not hospital cuts as patients face higher costs, user fee | s'rnp ~ hundreds or even thousands of
Toronto - More than 3,000 peopleusual,” stated Natalie Mehra,and worse access to care.” | dollars. Community hospitals will
turned out Oct. 21 for a Queen’sExecutive Director of the Ontario  Usafe conditions in the private ! FHIUA'I‘E I be devastated, after already
Park rally and march past some oHealth Coalition. “It is the clinics springing up across the | CLINI suffering more than 20 years of
the biggest hospitals in Toronto, tosystematic dismantling of public province have recently been . " i CS | almost non-stop service cuts.
protest the Wynne government'scommunity hospitals all across thisexposed. Thirteen percent (one iy - s | The Communist Party, inaflyer
drive to close hospitals across th@rovince. We are seeing the deatseven) of private clinics failed ; s B handed outat Queen’s Park, called
province, privatize the clinics thatof community hospitals and wemandatory inspections and did no for a halt to the closure of public
operate inside them, and allowmusttake a standto stopthese cuteeet minimum healthcaref | hospitals, restoration of P3s into
widespread andillegal extra-billingand privatization now if we are to standards. Another 22 clinics (nof# fully public hospitals, and

for services covered by OHIP.  save ourlocal public hospitalsandgart of the 13%) received replacement of private clinics with
About 20 buses broughtpreserve care in our home towns.*conditional passes”. . public clinics, located in hospitals
protestors from Windsor, Sudbury, “We are experiencing the most The clinics offer cosmetic |\ - @ and communities, and operated at
' : the highest standards.
communities in the middle of alocal community hospital servicesinjections, and other procedures Hospitals and healthcare must
cold work day, to express theirindecades,” said Ross Sutherland, “The percentage of clinics that be adequately funded in Ontario,
anger at the Legislature.R.N.,Chairpersonofthe Coalition.did not pass inspection without so that beds and staffing are
Torontonians also came to maké&As care is moved out of our conditions should be setting off adequate to meetthe needs of urban
alarm bells,” said medical elected to reverse the healthandrural areas. Further, the wages
negligence lawyer Paul Harte, in gorivatization plans which were justof healthcare workers must not
Toronto Star interview. taking hold 11 years ago. pay for rising costs of healthcare,
One pain clinic infected three  Now, Ontario’s hospitals are as suggested by the government’s
women with hepatitis C, leaving funded at the lowest rate of anybudget which will freeze public
th rou h A Har erism n one permanently crippled and theprovince. Ontario has the feweskector wages across the board.
g p others with long-term conse-hospital beds per person, and The CPC (Ontario) says the
quences after spinal cord injectiongrovides the least amount ofLiberals are colluding with Ottawa
— — one wrong. Dirty needles and arhospital nursing care. The averageo roll back Medicare and open the
Hahrperlsm. rl]-|ow Stepf]len ngper and his th'?(lj( tank gnesthetigt Wi¥h undetectedpatient (average weighted case) idoors to US big box heallathcare
ggzegsgu%S_Jave traLns'orm((a& gangd%gl_Dr(])na SGu{stelg, colonies of disease on his skirOntario receives six hours lesgproviders and insurers. “But the
5014 258’ ameSRorl_merb DO” Il\J/I ISNErs, september were responsible. nursing care than the CanadiartCommunist Party and the public
: pages. Review by Doug Meggison Private clinics have beenaverage, according to the mostiemand an end to healthcare
Donald Gutstein argues persuasively that the reign of Stepheaming since the province begariecentfigures available from CIHI. privatization and the expansion of
Harper is accomplishing, by steady increments, profound and possihdging public hospitals where The government plans to closeMedicare to include pharmacare,
permanent changes in Canadian political economy and the waym@&ly public health clinics for out- outpatient clinics, cut chronic caredental care, vision care, long-term

Transforming Canada

perceive and do things. patients were traditionally housed beds by as much as 50% in regionsare, and mental health care now.”
The relentless neoliberal advance of Harper is treated by Gutstei@lasing public hospitals and re-of the province, and cut public  The Ontario Health Coalition
significant enough to be titled as a full-blown ideology. building some as P3s, minus thdospital surgeries and diagnostichias over 400 member organ-

“Harperism” is not as crass as Thatcherism, illustrated by Margagiics, has opened the floodgate$o contract them out to privateizations, including the CPC
Thatcher’s provocative remark that there is no such thing as socify-the new private clinics. This clinics. Already outpatient (Ontario), and 70 local chapters.
only individuals in the market place. Harper, in subdued creepy contré@s clearly intentional by a Liberal physiotherapy and labs have beeRepresenting more than half a
says there is no such thing as sociology, when talking about Canag@ernment working hard tosystematically closed andmillion people, its' mandate is to
shameful response to murdered and missing aboriginal women. Tégkatize public assets and servicegrivatized, and more outpatientuphold single-tier public Medicare
are only criminals to be severely punished. But, his sentiments arbiberals have been inservices are closing every dayunderthe principles of the Canada
essentially grounded in the same market fundamentalism shared bg@vernmentin Ontario since 2003Patients face new user fees foHealth Act. @
zealots from the various right wing think tanks Donald Gutstein surve§@ntinuing to carry out the Harris For more info, call 416-441-2502, ovisit the

Similarly, rather than dramatic confrontation with unions (Thatchéeries’ plans for P3 hospitals and o . »
vs. the miners), Harper has been engineering incremental suffocafiivate clinics, though they were  OHC website: wwwontariohealthcoalition.ca

Donald Gutstein devotes most of chapter 3, “Reject Unions and Prosggss
to charting the origins and players lurking behind the supposedly pri '
members bill C-377 which seeks to impose onerous report
requirements on unions. :
Donald Gutstein makes the case that a handful of crusty neolib
ideologists like Friedrich Hayek have, through their published idef*
profoundly influenced their students, broadly understood. Starting a ,1':-'
WW I, the original neoliberal think tanks have proliferated undg-2
corporate and multi-millionaire munificence, plus skewed charitalf &
contribution regulations. i
The neoliberal think tanks (e.g. Fraser Institute) have develoj=
communication strategies to influence second hand dealers in ideas
newspaper columnists and gradually cover us with a blanket wher¢
other way of viewing the world seems “reasonable.” K
Gutstein writes (p 73) “... a tightly knit, smoothly operating neo-libe
propaganda system has been installed in Canada. The foundatio
wealthy businessmen, corporations, and individuals are investing
than $26 million a year in neo-liberal think tanks and single iss
advocacy organizations. ... The long-term goal is to discredit government
as a vital institution and to champion market alternatives. ... The
repetition of these ideas... has been effective in incorporating them e
the common-sense understanding of the world held by Canadians

. International Communist

PV photos by Ed Bil

The famous Communist leader, Antonio Gramsci, is not referen

in Gutstein’s book, but Gramsci’s intricate writings on “hegemony . . .
rovide a theoretical framework to evaluate Harperism. Gramsci wijote

gbout struggle from above, and struggle from bglow, where the ter'aim e etl n g S et S 2 O 1 5 p rl O rltl eS
of class struggle includes cultural expressions as well as downing tpols
inastrike. - . . . Attended by 85 delegatesfocus will also be on building up over Nazi fascism, struggles to

Harperism s, in my opinion, a popularized Gramscian analy$i§rom 53 countries, the 16th resistance tothe imposition of anti-defeat anti-communist legg|
Donald Gutstein does areal service by clearly identifying where varibygternational  Meeting of social “reforms” which attack the harassment, increased solidarfty
products from the right-wing blast furnace originate. For instantegommunist and Workers’ overallliving standards ofworking with the Palestinian people ard
Harper and his Ministers often make the hypocritical claim that theip 4 rties concluded on Novembepeople. with socialist Cuba, and
policies on environment, fisheries, and so on will be based on "sopngk "in Guayaquil, Ecuador. The parties agreed to provideintensified activity for the releas
science.” From where did thisn sequituarise? Gutstein tracesitback pyring the last day of the sessionmultifaceted supportto strengtherof the three Cubans who remajn
to a neocon strategist from the US who came up with the wording i hrogramme of joint actionsthe role of the World Peaceimprisoned in the USA.
2002. You can just hear any of Harper's Ministers of Environményas ynanimously adopted. ~ Council, World Federation of The Communist Party o
bleating from the playbook that sound science mustback up any palicy a¢ the centre of the joint Trade Unions, the World Canada was represented at the
dealing with climate change, which after all, is only 99% certain. | activities will be coordination of Federation of Democratic Youth, IMCWP by Central Committed

Harperism is a complete and radical program hidden by incrementgle parties to deepen of theand the World Organisation of member Drew Garvie, who i}
ratcheting up of marketfundamentalistforms. Donald Gutstein's chapfeksry ggle against imperialist Democratic Women. also the General Secretary of the
on “free market environmentalism” and “a new land ownership regime, e ryentions that are shedding Other joint actions will include Young Communist League df
forthe First Nations” and “fashioning Canada as a great nation” throlighyo od all over the world, activities to mark May 1stin eachCanada.
permanent war are only part of this book. Get it for yourself, and wbrarticularly in the Middle East country, commemorations of the A full reportwill appear in thel

VI-\lliatrr]poetrg:\Sdt%idsei\lllfolop counter-hegemonic strategies torid us OfSteT SAd Ukraine. In addition, the 70th Anniversary of the victory next issue oPeople’s VVoices
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Left faces new challenges af ter Vancouver election

Robertson an opening to appeaCOPE Iworked and supported fornearly doubled, and was over In Vancouver electoral math,
for broad support against themany years... As president | owe i25,000 short of victory. COPE’s the result is often gains by the
NPA’s driveto give full supportto to the members to encourage.isa Barrett came closest to goolitical right, and less diversity
Municipal elections in tar sands extraction and exportsmembers to vote for candidatecouncil seat, with 35,240, just overamong the winners. Those elected
Vancouver resemble a three ringo attack municipal workers, andwho we can work with.” 19% of the total. this year are overwhelmingly
circus, with simultaneous city-wideto  reverse environmental Evenso, COPEappearedtogain COPE calls these results awhite, straight, upper-income west
campaigns for Council, Schoolinitiatives such as expanded bikaraction early in the campaign, withhuge victory, arguing that it side residents with Anglo-Saxon
Board and Park Board. This year some innovative policy planks andraised crucial issues andnames-evenmore sothanusualin
was no exception, as a close rage a diverse group of candidates. Bualternatives, and that it has builtvancouver. Among the defeated
drew 180,000 voters to the polls o] thatmomentum faltered after COPEa new, energetic membershipVision incumbents were Tony
November 15, a 44% turnout jumped on the right-wing “anyone base. There is an element of trutffang, a Chinese-Canadian city
compared to 35%in 2011. With ng but Vision” bandwagon. By tothisargument, and the numbersouncil member, school trustees
campaign finance limits, the major completelyignoring the dangers ofpoint to a certain level of supportKen Clement (the city’s only
parties spent an estimated $ an NPA victory, the COPE for radical civic reform policies Aboriginal elected official) and
million, the most expensive civic leadership lost further groundinVancouver. Onthe otherhandCherie Payne (a Black woman),
elections in the country. among union supporters and otheright up to election day, COPEand Parks Commissioner Trevor
Contribution and spending limits traditional progressive groups.  supporters were being invited toLoke, a prominent figure in the
have been promised by provincia i In the end, Wong won just 9%join the “victory celebration”. gay community.
governments for nearly 20 years of the votes, far below the resultsThe yawning gap between these The next question for the
but this change seems no close 4 of past COPE mayoralty predictions and the final resultpolitical leftin Vancouveris where
today. -~ / candidates, such as Harry Rankimay be difficult to bridge. to go from here. There are urgent
The election saw a range of / (1986, 43%), Jean Swanson (1988, The outcome also shows thatalls to discuss ways to build
political winners, losers and : 37%), Jim Green (1990, 45%) ormerely nominating a large, diversestronger left-centre unity leading
survivors. In the critical race for R.J. Aquino received over Carmela Allevato (1996, 29%). slate of progressive candidates, awards 2018, and some
Council, Vision Vancouver beat 30,000 votes as a candidate Even in the 1996 NPA sweep,COPE did, does notguarantee angreliminary talks are expected
back a challenge from the right-for the OneCity party, which COPE’s Tim Louis received positive result. The ballotincludedearly next year. But at this point,

By Kimball Cariou,
Vancouver

wing NPA, the city’s long-time will be a big factorinupcoming 28,480 votes, less than 8,000 frona huge range of centre to lefthe COPE leadership appears
Gregor Robertson was re-electe@f progressive civic politics in  he took only 31,650 votes, eversmaller number of right-wing with other forces, including the
. _ prog p |
to a third term, defeating NPA Vancouver. though the total number of ballotscandidates. labour movemen®
to 73,443. Vision won six out of lanes. Vision kept its Council
ten council positions, aloss of onemajority with the backing of
budget discussions in previousunionists, and other sections of the . E
terms. The NPA gained onepopulationwhich rejectthe NPA’s Ed u Catl O n Can d I d a.teS
Greens’ Adriane Carr topped thenearly wiped out atthe Park Board, : . . o
polls, winning re-election with winning justone seattothe NPA’'s PV Vancouver Bureau theF?é;Zingcglfgg&?ggnbif[oﬁggfggilgr?ﬂal Aiﬁg;ﬁgbigovgr%
ou![\gsrr:w};z %?Sﬁ:\ézrilgggrl’ggtrr;[ge;‘?hoc’l. boarcg, trt1e| defea:hof twto Education Project became the Gwen Giesbrechtwere notelected, “Two outgoing Trustees who
9 - PErMapYIision Incumbents 'eaves tNe party o4 civic party to run candidates but did win the highest vote totalscampaigned on the negative
2\;\ve:f)ggalinnt§totfggeNopnAaivr;/azvgocg{\fl]PAbard one(fsreenwhgnow_zolgs the Nov. 15 election. The aim in the history of Vancouver for decisively defeated. This result,
9 9 the balance of power. (See side Aot the group was to raise Trustee candidates not running fodespite their huge advantage of
consultation over hotbuttonissues, For left-minded readers, the ) jic equcation, whichisoften achieved by a party launched lesmessage that Vancouver voters
making crucial decisions behindresults for the Coalition of ignored in  municipal
dismay over top-down plans forthe new OneCity left party are of .
massive redevelopment, even irinterest. OneCity candidate R.J. issﬁgsﬂ:zf:erir\]/%%sl#?)’reeil':t%?ﬂ%m 2] . ..
electoral strongholds. time, pulled in 30,050 votes, a ghuintg] ;[E: ﬁ%ﬁlgcg(\;\;&iﬁtgfg}! & eg
This phenomenon reflectshigh number for a new party. u [C -. .
development on the quality ofthoughtful platform based on the fégl:ﬁtiﬁeglrl:%rcgélsoy;]ezg;o%ri]r?c;gle -
urban life, unaffordable housingneeds of working people, and the u Ca t ] O n
inadequate publictransit,and other In light of their frequent anti- Eg&i{g?gﬁggﬂgg?:&i@g?flgr? ' P r O " e Ct
Vision has been unable to resolvéeaders appeared oddly shocked et J
such problems, which are rootedvhen the Vancouver & District ad\lg(?;téslﬁslgjcgs :{S"‘donation"
f]zﬁts?r?’].s(?ceigl()lrjj rgmg;zsmgsmé'ggg'v'&g supdpgrtttOJug_t two OL was a promise to donate cashunderlined their view that votersfully diverse and welcoming for
9, prog S L6 candidates. LIVIC and yia g tg sales of fuel at its gas are eagerto supportcandidates whall students, and public schools
frg\grﬁ:r?gmglal/vﬁinc% fiiosli.‘égldsmattll_bfr?ctionl of _theiz:galgrgetr led Vancouver School Board students, parents, teachers, andigotry are completely
9 ’ contributions, leaving O staff to reject the offer, but the education staff. Bouey andunacceptable.
Eriensdpsocnhs(')g'llg'oe;rég Tvﬁnéﬁﬁalgg?ﬁ Mayéwat%/tcar.\didatt]e lt\/le.en?V\llonr? distorted reality, howling that labour movementand awide rangéighlighted the attempt by private
’ posingused nght-wing retonc 10 1ash wgegjogically blinkered”  of progressive activists. corporations seeking to take
g’g: bé?:tli(c?rfgr t_lf_lﬁi;/viﬁlrtlft\élgirgi;?]daapking CObPE,;urth?rr]alielnattingl away free money for needy group said, “We welcome thefunding by directly providing
P ) union members from the electoral o qren. outpouring of support we receivedclassroom teaching materials. The
gfd’\ilfﬁfuzlitndolglii)i(e)LaI sgtpé)r?éte;sr{lmbug\dtfcilr_ over 40 yearst. wona’ candidates picked up this lie, encouraged us to carry forwardopposes any such effort to inject
P ' partly elling response 10 WoNngs pammering away at Vision, a our project between elections, withcorporate values into Vancouver
fe:rvgf"ﬁ]sea;?gr\r{;'iggWgﬁégsé'f'gﬂmdte”?r_:_ﬁfSL.JPE Lf[)cgl .1|2’.Wh0 brought gains at the polls. agree that public education is ajuickly undermine the entire
) gainwrote at Is not bullding —geyarg) days after the vote, the cornerstone of our democraticconcept of public education.
U‘:ncrgﬂ\slterr?ﬁcﬁﬂg{:]a%;?;ﬁeﬂs r:?bossi) of aﬁproxi?atsly 5700 4 factualaccountofthe Chevron  “The provincial government will continue to raise these issues
’ 9 ght members who workior VanCouver woger By then, Vision had must be compelled to provide thewithin the school system, and in
:jnon?pol|§s,da tlarge (;:)Iart c|>f”t_h(;and Pa’;ki,\”shle ne}[/er reached outg|e cting fourtrustees alongwith the unique learning needs of alpledge to work, in Vancouver
eveloperindustry, andlocalalliesio me: got were SOME ¢4 rforthe NPA, and one Green students in our schools....and across the province, with
gfé?gi?/li]r?eg(;/r:;?onngi‘fgguE%(ﬁg,tel\”ne? my back onbmy ng%eés'l"power. Premier Christy Clark cuts which reach into everyare working on concrete plans to
9 P S a lormer member o ' must be delighted that strong classroom in our system,reach out to all supporters of
mg’%g:’vgrsaféa%iﬂi;p heavily by?:/lgrlgyEdﬁcadeT;-lfct)nt% mem?er? 910 longer have a majority on who face challenges such asnformation, contact us at
P : ave left the party 1or he vsB. learning disabilities, English as anvotepubliced@gmail.coms

“natural” ruling party. Mayor discussions around the future beingelectedto Council. Thisyearcandidates, running against aletermined to avoid discussions

candidate Kirk Lapointe by 83,529

rom i s o e e ety ivecens,  HIstoric vote for Public

council seat, up to three, and théar-right policies. But Vision was

74,077 votes, four and two for the Greens. At 0 \/ancouver-based Public frustrating. Candidates Bouey andransphobia.

costing Vision its majority. Since with 4 trustees, along with four "o ¢ the school board levelin (41,757 and 35,064 respectivelypolitics of fear and division were

Vision has often minimised public article). awareness of the need to defendan established party. This resultbeingincumbents, sends a strong

closed doors. The result has beeRrogressive Electors (COPE) and campaigns.

areas which remain Vision Aquino, who ran for COPE last LA l..

public distress over the impact ofOneCity won wide respect for its generated by the BC teachers'

and childcare costs, homelessnesparty is clearly here to stay. underfunding ofschools. Another

issues. Despite its lofty promisesjabour comments, COPE’s current by a major oil corporation to

in the inequities of the capitalistLabour Council backed the Vision Chevron’s marketing gimmick thantwo months before voting daywant a school system which is

transitrequires a full commitmentteachers unions donated only agationg This commercialangle focus on the needs and interests afhere bullying, harassment, and

continue ~ to  download run a shoestring campaign. oqihorate media completely Giesbrecht were endorsed by the “This election has also

neoliberal cutbacks and massiveut at *labour bosses” for not yigion irystees were turning  Inapost-election statement, theadvantage of provincial under-

has left Vision - acentrist coalition organization they had worked to The right-wing NPA during this campaign. This hasPublic Education Project strongly

of their own making. statement came from Leanne propaganda tactic which the participation of all those who classrooms, a strategy will would

the NPA was strongly backed bybridges. As president (not labour Vancouver Sun finally printed society. “Over the next four years, we

Fraser Institute, the big resourceSchool Board, City of Vancouver nits majority on the VSB, full funding necessarytohelp meethe community at large. We

of the Harper Tory machine. Theinflammatory tweets that | have who now holds the balance of Vancouver cannot accept morehose who share these ideals. We

sector unions, a bizarre claimcannot support the ‘new’ COPE. ijiic of her education policies particularly impacting studentspublic education. For more
However, this did give various reasons. This is not the
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EDIT ORIALS

SLAPPING down protests

Every day, the RCMP arrests more protesters for suppos
“trespassing”inthe Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area whig
protected by municipal bylaws. Defying the police and courts,
threats by the Texas-based Kinder Morgan energy transnat
hundreds of courageous citizens keep resisting the push
massive increase in tar sands exports by “twinning” the exis
pipeline which runs across British Columbia and through Burn
Mountain.

This case is a classic example of raw corporate power flexing i
muscles, with the eager compliance of pro-business politicfan
Despite objections from First Nations who reject tar sands expot
across their unceded traditional territories, and from a majorify «
the British Columbia public (including Burnaby City Council) the
BC and federal governments side with Big Oil.

Kinder Morgan is even suing BROKE, the citizen group wh
initiated the protests, for a whopping $5.4 million in B.C.’s la
SLAPP suit (strategic lawsuit against public participation). Meanwyile
Kinder Morgan subsidiary Trans Mountain Pipeline defies the Iggi
process by conducting geotechnical survey work on Burnaby Mo
while the issue is before the B.C. Court of Appeal.

All this goes on while scientists warn that unchecked greenhpu
gas emissions pose a grave threat to billions of people, not in some
distant future, but within our own lifetimes. Someday our childrenfan
grandchildren will ask: why were the protectors of life hauled off to
jail while our elected “leaders” backed a U.S. corporation Hus
destroying the planet? The only answer will be that in the dismal yea
ofthe early 21st century, private profit was the only measure of vplu

¥\ {u]l]-{ Divided Ont ario labour
i _ | ("1l [H 338 in need of a revolt

while human beings and the natural environment were trash¢d

global capitalism. Fortunately, the Burnaby Mountain protegters

speak for the future, and they deserve our thanks and solidarity. By Hassan Husseini, reprinted and their power than it does thepresidency of the CLC. Yussuff's
from RankandFile.ca state of finances of the OFL. move toward a progressive

The campaign to undermine angprogram and a promise of building

At a time when the right is attack the OFL began as soon aamilitant, active labour movement
escalating its attacks on workers'Sid Ryan was elected in the fall ofis a threat to many labour leaders

) _ L femalgghts across the country, labour2009. OPSEU, SEIU and Ontariowhose interests are self-serving.
engineering students at Montreal's Ecole Polytechnique, violenceaders seem to be a lot morélurses were the first to withdraw Itis abundantly clear that certain
against women remains an appalling reality. As we remembdr thaterested in parochial turf warsfrom the OFL long before they labour leaders in Ontario are
victims of December 6, 1989, we also note some sober staffstiggan the deteriorating conditionscould claim that finances were arincapable of defeating Sid Ryan
gathered by the Canadian Women'’s Foundation. of the working class. issue. The situation stabilized andiemocratically on the Convention

ec
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I knew something was wrong when my orders for Irag
came in the sante envelope as my oil company credit card bill. "

Remember and resist

On the 25th anniversary of the massacre of fourteen fe

Half of all women in Canada have experienced atleastone ing
of physical or sexual violence since the age of 16. Two-thirds (6
of all Canadians know at least one woman who has been sexu

ident There is no place where thisthe OFL actually expanded withFloor. They have shamefully opted
7%uirf war is more pronounced thanmore affiliations during Sid’s term. to employ the same strategy that
lly&ithe Ontario Federation of LaboufThe OFL has been more visiblethe rightwing would like toimpose

physically assaulted. On average, every six days awoman in Cana@sFL), Canada’s largest labourthan ever before and has engagesh trade unions in Canada and are
is killed by her intimate partner; about 85% of spousal homitidgederation. Let’s be clear, thiswarin successful political actions trying to force him out by starving
victims are women. On any given day, more than 3,300 womenf(ang not over financial misconductincluding the #stophudakthe OFL of its much needed
their children) sleep inemergency shelters to escape domestic vigengehad management at the OFL butampaign of last year. resources.
Each year, over 40,000 arrests result from domestic violence. Binggout politicking and the driveto At a time when workers in  If anything, such actions speak
only 22% of all such incidents are reported to the police, thelregrotect the status quo within ourOntario need a united, courageousolumes about the democratic
number is much higher. There are still hundreds of unsolved cagesfibvement. labour movement, itis unfortunatedeficit we have in our movement.
missing or murdered Aboriginal women. ~ The latest conflict emerged athat conflict has re-emerged. Solt also exposes the deep seated
Canada today suffers under a misogynistic government, whicfew weeks back when on Octobemwhy withdraw now? political, ideological and structural
callously claims to support women facing violence at home[and the United Steelworkers (USW)  There are 3 main reasons:  challenges we face: challenges that
abroad, while cynically doing the opposite. The Conservgtiveinnounced thatitwas withholding ~ Structural: the OFL, as with all | am becoming more convinced
record includes attacking pay equity, rejecting an inquiry intothenembership dues from the OFL Jabour federations and the CLCcan only be resolved through a
murdered and missing Aboriginal women, ignoring the crisi$ ofand the United Food andfor that matter, rely on affiliates bottom up, rank and file revolt to
unaffordable child care, making conditions even more danggrousommercial Workers (UFCW) who carry the "freight” so to turn our house of labour into a
for street sex workers, and much more. The Tory caucus includegd the Machinists (IAM) revealedspeak:those who pay for theselabour movement, something we
MPs who think that the most important role of women is to remaifheir plans to do the same. Theserganizations to be able to operateurgently need to do if we ever
at home and perform domestic labour. _ plans were promptly leaked to theAs no affiliate wants to see centrahope to present an alternative to
If the Harper Conservatives are re-elected in 2015, the progrespronto Sun newspaper, whichjabour bodies become morethe neoliberal agenda of Harper
towards economic and social equality gained by struggles over thg per their mandate, used the stoyrominent or powerful than their and company.
past century is at risk. The best way to pay tribute to all victins ofp advance its explicitly anti-union own, the preference for many (Hassan Husseini is a
violence is to step up the fight for women’s rights and equity, afd tagenda. labour leaders is for non-activenegotiator with the Public Service
defeat the viciously anti-equality Tories. Such drastic measures by théederations. Alliance of Canada and a member
USW and the threats to do the Political: The OFL leadership of Unifor. He recently ran for
same by IAM and UFCW were correctly identified defeating Tim president of the Canadian Labour
allegedly made because they arkludak and his Conservative PartyCongress.®
worried about the state of theas the main task during the 2014
OFL’s finances under the Ontarioelections.Intheleadupto
leadership of Sid Ryan. So, thethe Ontario elections, the OFL#
leaders of these unions are starvinguccessfully organized a campaigll
the OFL of much needed resourcethat engaged members across t
in order to make it financially province and mobilizedthem Withl
accountable? this goal in mind. The fact that Sid
At a time when workers in Ryan and the OFL did notblindlyI
Ontario need a united, courageousndorse Andrea Horwath and thd
labour movement, itis unfortunateOntario NDP was taken as a sligh]]
that conflict has re-emerged.  to those affiliates who unques
These tactics are part of a longioningly follow the ONDP. This
standing campaign by a smalldespite the fact that the ONDP’J
group of labour leaders whoelection campaign platform was
opposed the activist left-leaningshifting to the right. While the ||
leadership of Sid Ryan from theOFL did not provide a blanket
beginning, and who were quitesupport for the ONDP, it is a fact
content with an invisible, inactive that no OFL resources where giverI
and marginal OFL for years. | canto the Liberal election machine,
acknowledge that no leader isand rightly so!
perfect and there may certainly be Personal: The defeat of Ken]
legitimate criticisms of Sid Ryan’s Georgetti as President of the CLCl e
leadership. | would wager, hascreated ariftamongst affiliate Don't miss a
however, that the actions of thisand the OFL leadership is beinq single copy -
group of leaders has more to dgpenalized for their support of renew today!
with maintaining the status quoHassan Yussuff Who won the N\ o e e e e e =
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“This changed everything”: the miners’

By Alex Gordon, from the collieries with the loss of 75,000
Morning Star (UK) jobs when the s_trlke k_Jegan
Thatcher lied aboutitto Parliament

On November 20, the Marx as about so much else, and planned
Memorial Library in London tosendthousands oftroopsintothe
opened a series of talks on theoalfields, as hergovernmentfaced
great struggle of Britain’s mining imminent defeat. e
communities, whichtookplace 30 Seumas Milne writes: “A s
years ago. generation on, it is even clearef
Seumas Milne, author dfhe than it was at the time why thel

Against the Minersppened the country’s energy supply took
lecture series speaking on theplace, and what interests weré
miners and the state. In March thigeally at stake.”
year - the 30th anniversary of the The course of world events since
beginning of the 1984-5 miners’ 1985 has reinforced the lesson th
strike - Milne republished an control over state energy policies
updated edition of his supplies and sources of
indispensable book, describing thénydrocarbons have become thé
miners’ strike as “the decisive determining factors of geopolitics. May 12, 1984: Sheffield Women Against Pit Closures
social and economic confrontation The disastrous succession of

of Britain’s post-war era.”

s strike

forjobs and communities, but also
the voice of a different kind of
Britain, rooted in working-class
solidarity and collective action.
The crippling of the NUM, the
British labour movement’s best
battalions, opened the way for anti-
union laws and zero-hours
contracts, falling real wages,
payday loans and food banks of
today.

Milne writes: “The government
unleashed the full force of the state
- a militarised police occupation
ofthe coalfields, acommandeered
and manipulated criminal justice
system, mass sackings and jailings
- and the use of MI5, GCHQ, the
NSA and Special Branch to bug,
infiltrate, smear, manipulate the
media, and stage dirty tricks

western imperialist wars andenergy policiesindependently of UShumiliating and anathemising theagainst the union and its leaders.”

Cabinet papers released irinterventions”from Afghanistanto and Western energy corporations.miners and their leaders was a Inthe 1990s the story broke of

January under the 30-year ruldraq, Libya, Syria (a proxy for

The current ramping up of considered and concerted strateggecurity service operations against

demonstrate that just as NUMintervention against Iran) andWestern leaders’ hostility to of British state power to break thethe miners.
president Arthur Scargill warnedVenezuela are reminders thaRussian President Vladimir Putinsingle greatest obstacle to Today, MI5 “counter-sub-

in 1983, there was indeed a secreteoliberal, globalised capitalismand the western-backed coup irtorporate interests’ transformatiorversion” has been subcontracted
government hit list to close 75cannot tolerate states that develohe Ukraine exposed the riftsof the economy. Thatcher’sto notorious undercover police
between US imperialism, which isoffensive ushered inthe full-blown units, while global blanket
; . pursuing a policy of rapid neoliberal model. surveillance by GCHQ and the
Unlfor: ReﬂeCUng on 25 yearS destabilisation of Russian and As Milne writes: “The battle NSA and state collusion with mass
Chinese interests, and the foreigmver coal in the 1980s was reallycorporate blacklisting of trade
This year marks 25 years since the massacre at Montreal’s I'Equiicy interests of Germany, whichabout power and class, not fuelunionists continues, facilitated by
Polytechnique, which abruptly ended the lives of 14 female engineeriglies on Russian energy to fuel itsSuccess for the miners could nothe continuing weakness of the
studentsThe event became a catalyst for the growing movement to @émahnufacturing export boom. have turned the neoliberal tideabour movement.
violence against women as well identified the need to strengthen gumhatcher’s chancellor Nigel which was a global phenomenon. The lessons of this epochal
control. This year, the union is commemorating the 25th anniversari@ivson described governmenBut it would certainly have struggle are an opportunity to
the Montreal Massacre by renewing its commitment to take on the igsugparations for the 1984-5 strikeweakened Thatcher and put a brakenderstand how we got to this state
of gender-based violence - in the workplace and the community  as “like rearming to face the threabn Labour’s rush for the ‘third of affairs and more importantly
“Violence is connected to sexism, racism, homophobia, transphatfieHitler,” the same hackneyedway,” which turned into new how we can change them.
and so many other forms of bigotry,” said Unifor National Presidegliché that Charles Windsor andLabour’s embrace of the (Alex Gordon is chair of the

Jerry Dias. “To end violence against women, we have to see it aPaliid Cameron use today to attack hatcherite settlement.” Marx Memorial Library and
related and stop it in its tracks.” Putin. The Tories’ aim of The miners’ strike was a battleWorkers’ School®
violence inthe workplace conducted by researchers at the University of
Western Ontario in partnership with the Canadian Labour Congress.
The report will be released at media conferences in Ottawa and London
on Nov. 27. Unifor Women'’s Director Julie White is a member of the
steering committee and will participate in the London media conference. - -
“The initial findings found in the first report will provide us with ap p e aI I n D an I e I S Case
including the ground-breaking Unifor Women'’s Advocate program. . ) ) o )
Governments have a responsibility to pass strong workplace legislatiohhe Métis National Councilhas vening in the appeal anc_i crossother _ legally recognlz_ed
that will ultimately create safer workplaces in the future,” said Whit@elcomed the_ Supreme Court ofappeal to ensure that the mterestAbquglnal people;, the First
“The survey results will help us understand for the first time the imp&&nada’s decisionto hear the legadf the Métis Nation are properly Nations and the Inuit.
domestic violence has on Canadian workers in the workplacgase as to whether the Métis falbefore the Supreme Court of Earlier this year, the Federal
emp|oyers, governments and unions all have a collective responsib\mwﬂin the Constitution Act 1867 Canada which in previous casegourt of Appeal ruled that non-
http://unifor.org/en/whats-new/news/reflecting-25-years lands reserved for the Indians”. Atof the distinctive characteristics“Indians” under the Constitution,
issue iswhich level of governmentand rights of the Métis. We areso they also have a big stake in the
has the constitutional jurisdictionhopeful and confident that thisSupreme Court hearing.
Egale Canada urges Senate: pass C-279 to engage in a government-tojongstanding issue that has The Congress of Aboriginal
government relationship with therelegated the Métis Nation to aPeoples, along with several Métis
Egale Canada, the main Canada-wide lobby group on behalf ofNtétis Nation. state of jurisdictional limbo will and non-status Indians, took the
279, which would extend federal human rights protections to inclub@39 for the Inuit, it is our firm Ottawa and the Métis Nation can1999, alleging discrimination
trans people, and to provide them with protections against hate crirbeBef that the Supreme Court ofmove ahead toward building abecause they were not considered
On Nov. 20, the annual Transgender Day of Remembrance, E@deada will agree that the Métis stronger Canadian federation.” “Indians” under the Constitution
pointed out that “Violence, or the threat of violence, based on genalerone of the three Aboriginal The Harper government hasAct. Boththe Métis and non-status
identity or gender expression remains a reality for trans communiflesples in Canada, recognized aesisted accepting constitutionallndians scored a victory last year
everywhere, which have recorded 226 murders - including 2 in Cansuleh in s.35 of the Constitutionresponsibilities for hundreds ofwhenthe Federal Courtrecognized

Unifor helped promote the first ever Canadian survey on domestic
Supreme Court to hear
evidence that will help us negotiate effective policies and practices
to work together to end domestic violence.” section defining “Indians and thehas shown a deep understandingtatus Indians weren’t considered
country’s LGBTQ communities, is calling on the Senate to pass Bill C-The MNC says, “As it did in finally be laid to rest and thatfederal government to court in
- since commemorating the annual Trans Day of Remembrance Aa$t1982, are likewise included inthousands  of

off-reservethem as “Indians” under the

year. Over 1600 murders have been reported in 62 countries betwieenterm “Indians’ in s.91(24), Aboriginal Peoples, including the Constitution. But the federal

2008 and 2014, with many more unreported.” confirming that it is Parliament Métis.
Five Canadian provinces and one territory have already passedthe federal governmentwhich

government appealed that ruling.

In the case named for the lateEarlier this year, the appeals court

legislation that prohibits discrimination based on gender identity. Biths jurisdiction and responsibility Métis leader Harry Daniels, theruled that while Métis should

C-279, which would extend such prohibitions into federal jurisdictiovis-a-vis the Métis.
has languished in the Senate for over a year and a half.

As Egale says, “The Gender Identity Bill would ensure human rights
protections for trans individuals that are equal to those afforded to o
members of society. Passing Bill C-279 would also penalize hate cri
against trans people, just as we do with hate crimes that are moti
by religion, race, and sexual orientation. In a 2011 survey, 749
transgender youth reported experiencing verbal harassment in sc
and 37% reported experiencing physical violence. On this day,
every day, when this type of harassment and violence in our schools
communities is not subject to the same penalties under our Cri
Justice system as they would be if they were experienced by o
people in Canada, we must remain steadfast and resolute in
determination for change.”

The issue cameto the forefront last spring in BC, when the Vanco
School Board prepared to update its LGBTQ diversity policy to incl
specific protections for trans students. That set off a firestorm am r
some fundamentalists and bigots, but a powerful community mobilizatfoft -
encouraged the VSB to adopt the update by a 7-2 @ote. Métis leader Harry Daniels

Métis are essentially seeking alevetemain
“We look forward to inter- playing field with Canada’s two Constitution, extending that

Indians under the
recognition to non-status Indians
should be done on a case-by-case
basis since it is a separate issue.

The Congress of Aboriginal
Peoples - which represents both
non-status Indians and Métis - in
turn appealed that ruling.

“The decision of the Court of
Appeal was flawed in our view, as
it drew an unhelpful distinction
between the federal government’s
responsibility for non-status
Indians and its responsibilities
toward Métis peoples and status
Indians,” CAP National Chief
Betty Ann Lavallee said in a
statement®
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More obfuscation in latest UN report on
the human right s situation in Ukraine

By Roger Annis, Nov. 24 reported, and that their actuafFis
2014 ’ B numbers are considerably higher. !
I

Because of the UN authorship

The latest monthly report on ofthese monthly reports (this lates
Ukraine by the United Nations report is the seventh), readers wil =
Human Rights Office (OHCHR) assume they are getting a balance
has earned some headlines becausad unbiased view of the situatior}
it reports that significant numbersin Ukraine. But this is far from the |
of people are still being killed by case. A careful reader can quickl

Luhansk becomes “increasingly
entrenched, with the total
breakdown of law and order and
the emergence of parallel
governance systems.” The result,
continued the report, has been a
simmering conflict which has left
957 people dead in defiance of a 5
September ceasefire.

The report summarizes the
origin of the conflict in the
following words:

In late February 2014, the
situation in Ukraine transcended
whatwas initially seenas aninternal
Ukrainian political crisis into
violent clashes in parts of the

notwithstanding a ceasefirewithin. \
agreementon September 5towhich The OHCHR does not formally ES=sSiaas
the Ukrainian government recognize the governing authorities e
committed itself. in the peoples republics of Donets
The 49-page UN report coversand Luhansk. It considers the twg
the period Sept. 17 to October 3erritories to be under the control
and is based on the work of theof lawless “armed groups”. There
United Nations Human Rightsis not a word of explanation as to . . . ) country, later reaching full-scale
Monitoring Mission in Ukraine why such “armed groups” arose in”* résident of the Artema suburb of Sloviansk, Ukraine, in the ¢ ngiict in the east. The situation
(HRMMU). The report says nearly the first place. Indeed, the agencyfuPPle of what used to be her summer kitchen, in July 2014.  pa5since continuously deteriorated,
1,000 people were killed betweenconsiders the war by the governing”hoto: UNHCR/Iva Zimova with serious consequences for the
Sept. 6 and Oct. 31. “Since theregime in Kyiv that began in April otherreportedwar crimes (shellingslevotes one sentence to theountry’sunity, territorial integrity
beginning of the hostilities in mid- as the legitimate act of a gov-of towns and cities, discoveries ofexternally displaced personsand stability, culminating in the
Apriluntil 31 October, atleast 4,042ernment under attack. In a clevemass graves in the territoriesaffected by Kyiv’'s war, that is, the recent 2 November separatist vote
people were killed and 9,350 werebut evil public relations ploy, Kyiv occupied by Kyiv), the OHCHR massive number of people whodescribed by Secretary-General
wounded in the conflict affected calls its war launched last April andances delicately around the issuéhave been forced to seek refuge iBan Ki-moon as a “breach of the
area of eastern Ukraine”. “Anti-Terrorist Operation”. avoiding ascribing responsibility. Russia. The report cites the UNconstitution and national law.”
The report also says that the The latestreporttoucheseversdhus, the report says: High Commissioner for Refugees Thusdoesawar by agovernment

HRMMU and World Health brieflyonthereporteduseofcluster Due to their wide radius andin listing 454,339 people who haveagainst a portion of its national
Organisation consider thesemunitions by the Kyivgovernment. indiscriminate impact, their territory become trans-
numbers to be conservativeThis war crime was reported onuse [cluster weapons] ir formed into a “conflict”
estimates. “Both believe that theOct. 20 by The New York Times areaswith acivilian presencThe Poroshenko goyernment has between “armed groups”.
casualties have been undeand Human Rights Watch. As withwould constitute aviolationenacted one draconian measure We read further:

of international humani-gfter another against civil and The OHCHR document -

tarian law and may amoun__ ... : : the seventh produced by the

toawar crime. The Governpo“tIcal freedoms, including UN Human Rights

: ment has denied the use @uthorizing police to shoot on Monitoring Mission in
Canada, U kral ne and U . S . ' Ukraine - covers the period

cluster munitions. Reportssight anyone advocating “Sepa-
on the use of cluste between 17 September and

Vote agalnst Combatlng munitions, as well as thosfatism” for eastern Ukraine. 21 October 2014 during

. . . of indiscriminate shelling, which serious human rights
glorlflcatlon Of NaZ|Sm need to be investigated promptlytaken refuge there. The numbersbuses by the armed groups were
and thoroughly. reported by Russian governmenteported, including torture,
Speaking of “prompt investi- agencies is more than twice thatarbitrary and incommunicado
By Darrell Rankin, Leader, Communist Party of Canada - gations”, the UN report makes noThe report says there are ardetention, summary executions,
Manitoba direct reference and provides ncestimated 3.1 million people living forced labour and sexual violence
. . information on the investigation of in the territories of the peoplesaswellasthe destructionandillegal
On November 21, the Harper government displayed undying lovige crash of Malaysia Airlines republics of Donetsk and Luhanskseizure of property.
for Hitler fascism in the United Nations, in full collaboration withgjight 17 last July 17 that kiled ~ Additionally in the report, we  Which “armed groups”, and
Ukrame and international imperialism’s bulwark of reaction, thegg passengers and crew. Onlyead: where? The heavy inference
United States. recently have afew (only veryfew)  There have also been allegationthroughout the report is that the
According to a UN news release (Nov. 21/14), “A draft text Omainstream media outlets reportedy victims and their relatives, as“armed groups” of the pro-
combating glorification of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other practiceRat the four countries that make upvell as civil society representativesautonomy forces of eastern Ukraine
was... approved by arecord vote of 115 in favour, 3 against (Canagha “international investigation of secret and illegal places ofare the primary culprits. Indeed,
Ukraine, United States), with 55 abstentions.” team” - Holland, Australia, Bel- detention being operated by thehe report happily explains, that, “a
The vote continues international imperialism’s policy of appeasingum and Ukraine (not Malaysia!) armed groups, as well as some beingumber of positive measures have
fascism in Ukraine, which bans holidays celebrating the defeat ofigned an agreement last Augustaintained by some volunteerbeen adopted by the Government
fascism, allows the lawless destruction of memorials to Soviet soldig¥svhereby any of them can veto théattalions outside of judicial in Kiev amid the pressures of the
who died fighting the Nazis, and celebrates the founding of Ukrainiaelease of any information gatheredoversight. The HRMMU continued crisis. Laws on IDPs, on corruption,
fascist groups who murdered Jews, communists and anti-fascistdVieanwhile, much of the debristo receive credible reports ofand on reform of the Office of the
European countries comprised 41 of the 55 abstaining countrig#®m the crash is still scattered orpersons deprived of their liberty Prosecutor have all passed the
Lithuania explained the EU’s decision to abstain, saying fascism Hée fields of eastern Ukrainebeing subjected to torture and ill-country’s legislature while
nothing to do with racism, an outright deception. In fact, Lithuania h&ecause the Kyiv government hasreatmentwhile beingillegally held Ukrainian  President Petro
an active neo-Nazi movement, much like Ukraine. Too afraid dfever agreed to cease its militaryor detained by either the armedPoroshenko recently signed a
pubic opinion to show their fascist stripes, these countries are a||i_@|g|eraﬁons long enough to allowgroups or by Uk(ainian law decree tasking_ the Government to
with the U.S. and Canada in their ideological support for fascisminvestigators to conduct their workenforcement agencies and someevelop a national human rights
The vote is a major step of North American imperialism publiclyhoroughly. The stalling and thevolunteer battalions. strategy for Ukraine by 1 January

to embrace fascism as an acceptable ideology in its foreign poli¢gged nature of the investigation ~And, “"there has been no2015." _
ambitions. The vote tramples on the very reason for drafting the LAE prompting rising concern andsignificant progress in the investi-  Earlier this month, in the wake
Charter itself. the defeat of fascism. criticism in Malaysia. gations of crimes committed duringof Nov. 2 elections in the peoples

It continues the policy of propping-up of Ukraine as an Eastern 1€ UN reportsays,‘_‘The overallt_he_ Maidan protests, except _forrepublics of Donetsk and Luhansk,
POTicy OF Propping-up %mber of IDPs [internally limited progressintheinvestigationPoroshenko announced he would
2

g;g)ir?:: gﬂg;%:ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁf%gwcﬁgiz fr?grrllg?l?rzrldc(o)];\?i%%ﬁcisc?r: leaced people] increased from'ntc_) mass Kkilling of protesters_by presentto the new p_arliamentalaw
this policy by violent means. 5,489 as of 18 September. ta)ff!cers.oftheformer Berkut pollce to cancel the promise he made at
Russiais imperialism’s new target and perhaps the mostdangeré %4‘2‘1 otn ?EQ October, gcco_rdmgjhnlt_, Wléh three forrge; Igrlf_lcers?gghe tlmef_of ihe 5|grt1|ng of the Sfptt.
3 g A e : e State Emergency Service ohaving been accused of killing ceasefire to grantavacuous status
T:ﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁgg?ﬁ:gg& ?égg\tliitr?:rb%ﬂ\éﬂgﬁ S%n:/?:v% szelt:s“f;gfgfngg kraine. Of these 417,410 peo_plqorotesters on 20 February 2014." of “autonomy”to the two rebellious
P - . Y s %ave come from the conflict The report also says that arregions. Voter turnout on Nov. 2
struggle against resistance to_global capltallsm._ affected areas,,, as well as 19,03#hvestigation is ongoing into thewas reported to be very high, in
S_uc_h a war against Russm WOUId. _be the _flnal argume_nt.oflﬁps from Crimea.” Despite the mass murders committedin Odessaontrast to the very low turnout for
capltallstsystem lurching Int_o deeper crisis. Fascism and imperialis ﬁormity of these numbers and then May 2 when right-wing mobs the national election on Oct. 26 in
policy of appeasement, which caused the last world war, must noti“em

erous reports of the direattacked opponents of the prothe areas of the two regions under

allowed to take root again. _ conditions that many face, European Union government thathe control of Kyiv.
Such a war today would have a profoundly harmful impact Ofcluding as winter sets in, thecame into power in Kyiv in  Throughout the course of the
democratic rights and the conditions of the class struggle in Canaggyort provides less than two page§ebruary. war, the Poroshenko government

similar to the other inter-imperialist wars of the last century. FQ§ analysis. Its language and Other examples of the UN’sand its police and judicial forces
example, the First World War ended in the banning of democratigescription contrast sharply withobfuscation are contained in thehave enacted one draconian
progressive and socialist groups and parties, all of whom welgose of Michael Bociurkiw, UNNews Centerreportannouncingmeasure after another against civil
opposed to Canada’s participation. spokesperson for the Organisatiothe OHCHR report. It reads: and political freedoms, including
Democratic and progressive groups in Manitoba who opposefg@ Security and Cooperation in  According to the report, authorizing police to shoot on sight
new war against Russia need to raise the demand for the returreafope. He told a public forum in violations of international human anyone advocating “separatism” for
Canada’s warplanes, soldiers and ships from Eastern Europe anddftawa on Oct. 30, “We are gettingrights and humanitarian law eastern Ukraine. These receive
Black Sea, and for Canada’'s departure from the NATO militaryery, very close to a humanitarian‘persist” as the situation in the
alliance e catastrophe in Ukraine”. conflict-affected area in Ukraine’s
Rather tellingly, the report eastern regions of Donetsk and

see UKRAINE, page 11
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WEEN \Where the money leads in U.S. politics

Theory

B : . old news. Even before thefinancial limits on campaigns andNew Deal, the Republican Party.from principles.

y Zoltan Zigedy, http:// . " ; K . o

mitoday.com/where-the- dominance of party politics, evencampaign contributions. By Toagreatextent, the people power Weseethe_cyn|C|sm9fpr_|nC|pIe

money-leads?utm, bef.o_re t.he evolution of party Ieve!mg gndhmmngthe electoral (and S|gn|f|cant mdependentm?he_Repub!lcan Party’s rejection

November 7. 2014 politics into two-party politics, playing field, we can restore themoney) of unions and otherofitsideological zealots. So called
’ money played a critical factor in legitimacy tainted by money. progressive organizations servedTea Party” radicals sat well with

“Traditionally in American advantaging issues, campaigns, Unfortunately, this idealistic as an adequate counterweight tthe Republican corporate leaders
history, politics is like a seesaw:and candidates. solution will itself be overpowered the resources of the rich andvhen they were energizing
When one side isupthe otherside To the extent that massby the power of money. Thepowerful. The Democratic Partyelectoral campaigns, but the
is down,” said Peter Wehner, aengagement - rallies, outreachfraditional forces in US politics enjoyed the benefits of thiszealots were challenged after
former aide to President Georgecanvassing, etc. - could match oare not unhappy with buying andpractice. setbacks in 2012. Today, the
W.Bush. “Now it's asifthe seesaweven trump both the corruptingselling political power, except The television and money- Republican corporate god fathers
is broken; the public is distrustfuland opinion-changing power ofinsofar as their own money is notdriven election of J.F. Kennedy inare making every effort to temper
of both parties.”"Wall Street money, electoral democracyput at a disadvantage. 1960 marked a watershed in botlparty radicalism in order to insure
Journal (11-04-14) maintained an aura of legitimacy. Butthe reformistpanaceawouldthe diminution of issue relevancythe only important principle:

“Follow the money” is a Tobesure, buying elections seemsot work even if it were imple- and the maturation of political electability.
seemingly simple, but telling a nasty business, but as long amented. Advocates of campaigmmarketing. Money and the The Democratic Party, on the
popular prescription for discerningelections remained highly con-financial reform fail to see thatadvertising and marketingother hand, simply ignores its left
people’s motives, a slogan madeested extravaganzas drawingapitalism and informed, attentionthatmoneybought movedving, treating it alternately as an
popular by literature and movies.interest and engagement, credi- embarrassment or a stepchild. Itis

Butitis more than that. Itis alsobility remains intact. : this trivialization of principle and
a useful key to unlocking the Newandchangingtechnologies ideology that channels the flow of
mysteries of social processes andast a lengthening shadow ove money today.
institutions. In a society that affixesthe electoral process. News an
a monetary worth on everything,entertainment media, like radio,
including opinions, ideas, andwere only too happy to take
personal values, tracking dollarsadvertising dollars to promote
and cents becomes one of the bestectoral campaigns. At the samg:
guides to our understanding oftime, these technologies erode
events unfolding around us. the efficacy of traditional |

Take elections, for example. campaigns reliant upon campaigr=’

Every high school Civics classworkers’ sweat and shoe leather
teaches that elections are the With television and now the
highest expression of democratidnternet, the power of media anc
practices. Apart from the directmedia dollars has grown
democracy of legend - the Newexponentially. It has hardly gone elections, strengthened in the early
England town meeting or the Swissunnoticed that these shifts have . L primaries and continued into
canton assemblies - organizecmplified the power of money and 2008. In March, 2008, McCain
secret-ballot-style elections countdiminished the traditional get-out-independent, and authenticallyto center stage. Key chains, buttongained somewhat on his
as the democratic ideal deeplythe-vote efforts of unions, civil democratic electoral processes arand inscribed pens were replace®emocratic rivals, but still fell
embedded inevery US school-ageights, and other people’sincompatible.  Capitalism, by multimillion dollar television well below the total raised by the
child’s mind. organizations. unerringly and universally, erodesadvertisements in the buying oftwo Democrats.

Let's putaside thearroganthigh Most recently, the Supremeand smothers democracy election outcomes. “Within the Democratic camp,
hypocrisy of US and EuropeanCourt’s Citizens United decision Eliminating, even significantly, In 1964, the organic link Clinton dominated mostcorporate
politicians and punditswho deridehas opened the spigot ofreducing the power of money inbetween the money of wealth andtontributions until 2008, when
secret ballots when they result inrunregulated cash into electionspolitics under a capitalist systempower and the Republican PartyObama enjoyed big gains, pushing
the election of a Chavez, Moralesfurther overwhelming any counteris an impossibility. The historical began to stretch with the campaigrahead through March especially
Maduro, or Correa. Thatwillmakeforces to the outright purchase oftrajectory goes the other way. of Barry Goldwater. So calledin the key industries of finance,
for a juicy topic on another candidates and election results. “liberal Republicans” of the Eastlawyers/lobbyists,
occasion. Instead, let's examine Readers may find nothing newA Broken System Coastestablishmentrecoiled fromcommunications and health.
what the flow of money tells us here. The sordid story of money’s whatthey perceived as extremism, “Wall Street has strongly
about the gold standard ofcorruptinganddeflectinginfluence Since the New Deal era,leaving Goldwater’s campaignsupported the Democratic
democracy as celebratedin Europhas certainly been told before, apolitical partisanship and thetreasuries to be filled by thecandidates over the Republicans.
and the US. has the pat remedy offered byaccompanying flow of money wasextreme right’s wealthy godfathersThrough the end of 2007, seven of

Surely, no one would deny thatreformers. Toreturntothe halcyorlinked to Party politics. inthe Southwestern and Westernhe big 8 financial firms (Goldman
money has a profound effect upordays of US electoral democracy iSCorporations and the wealthy gaveJS (The looney right reboundedSachs, Citigroup, Morgan Stanley,
election outcomes. That comes asimply a matter of establishinggenerously to opponents of théo Goldwater’s loss by investinglLehman Brothers, JP Morgan

heavily in rallying and expanding Chase, UBS, and Credit Suisse)
U.S. Corporate Profits the 26 million Goldwater voter showed a decided preference
" , , . base and by buying a broaderiowards the Democrats. Onl
, .aEESUﬂEI”"I-EId].USIEd annu;l:ates,hrllmr?s ':'fd,'}"ars' louder, but less shrill voice in theMerrill Lynch gave more toy
wiith inventory valuation and capital consumption adjustments) media; that project paid off Republicans, though they gave the
1800 - handsomely by 1980). single most to Clinton. The Wall
While it is understandable thatStreet Journal (2-3/4-08), while
¢ donors would spend to theirnoting that Obama receives a
interests - support candidates ofiotable number of contributions
shared ideology - things began tdrom small donors, pointed out
change with the Democraticthat “even for Sen. Obama, the
Party’s retreat from New Dealfinance industry was still the
economic thinking, the generalrichest source of cash overall.’
decline oftraditional Party politics, ~ “Through February, Obama
and the rise of the politics ofled the other candidates in
celebrity and personality. With contributions from the
advertising and marketing domin-pharmaceutical industry and was
ation of electoral campaigns,inavirtual dead heat with Clinton
constructing an attractive personalvith respect to the energy sector.
narrative replaced issues and “These numbers strongly
/ accomplishments - contrivedsuggestthat candidates, especially
P e image replaced content. Democratic Party candidates, are
f Today, the two-party systemunlikely to challenge their
holds electoral politics in its tight corporate sponsors in any
o grip. And issue-driven politics hasmeaningful way.”
. ‘w’j /77 Corporate Profite After Tas been replaced by the politics of Clearly, Corporate America
200 f‘w . flag pins, winning smiles and awas not afraid that Obama or
_ .,-~—-" o i “wholesome” family. Clinton would step on their toes or
— Undoubtedly, the decline of even stand in their way. While the
substance in politics further Republican message and program
encouraged the activity of sleazywere more overtly and adamantly
lobbyists and influence peddling.pro-business, big business was not
Politicians are not faced with thetrying to swing the election their
billiors of dollars conflict of principles against

SOURCE: http://seekingalpha.com/article/238799-the-big-disconnect-u-s-corporate-profits-rising-  Powerful interests because
With-no-job-g?owth o ? P P 9 electoral politics have turned away see MONEY, page 11

— e TR -l.ll'l'l.!.s-

I

Barren Politics

| wrote in 2008 This election
cycle hasrevealed something new:
Democrats are raising more
money from corporate interests
for their campaigns than the
traditionally dominant Repub-
licans. This process began before
the 2006 elections, accelerated
sharply in the Presidential
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¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

headquarters. of Oman, protested at not beingrazreen fire victims. Two yearsincrease food production and
Walmart creates A statement published by apaid for the past five months,after the tragic incident, humancontribute to the replacement of
coalition of Polish unions hasmanagement claimed thatthe delayights groups have provided familyimports, said the minister.
.S. poverty

criticized the government over itsis due to pending receipts. Thedetails of 26 missing workers, but The meeting also reviewed
In advance of Black Friday inaction and for downplaying the workers had assembled outside ththe families received threats frommeasures to be implemented in the

protests the day afterproblems at KW. company’s offices with their government agencies for theirremaining 1,666 cooperatives in
Thanksgiving, Walmart workers demands. claims. the country. Concerns atthe center
in Cincinnati and Dayton, Ohio, The new WOFk- “Workers have not got their of discussion included the high
participated in a one-day strike salaries for five months. Thesome CO-0pSs cost of resources, inappropriate
calling on the retail giant to place norm company has labour campsin Izki, i application of a five-percent tax
increase wages. Meanwhile, anew Salalah and Samail. Some unpaig¢losed in Cuba on the sales and services, and
report, “Walmart’'s Hunger Australia’s Fair Work Com- workers have stopped work. We delays in the availability of

Games: How America’s Largestmission has watered down ahave brought this matter to the A total of 298 agricultural resources and fuel.
Employer and Richest Familyfootball league’s club to attemptattention of government cooperatives were dissolved in
Worsen the Hunger Crisis,” calledto ban body piercings and tattoosauthorities,” said one of theCuba due to poor financiaITile WOI‘keI’S

Walmart the poster child for food on its staff, saying dress standardworkers. performance, it was announced at
insecurity in America. have changed and the majority of Morethan half of the workforce a Nov. 20 meeting of the Nationalf|ght for Wag es

The report’'s author, Michele footballers have tattoos. in Oman are from India, and areAgriculture and Forest Workers
Simon, said: “All the factors that Dapto Leagues Club in New paid significantly lower wage rates.Union. General secretary Nestor More than 160 Gilana Tile
are contributing to poverty in Hernandez explained the decisiofiactory workersin the northwestern
America exist among Walmart( ~\ Workp|ace deaths followed an evaluation in eachcity of Rudbar, Iran, have been on
workers. Walmart is America’s . province by the National Bank of strike since September 16 over
largest poverty incubator. The in Bangladesh Cuba, the Finance and Pricesixteen months of back wages and

American taxpayer is directly
subsidizing Walmart's ability to
do business this way because the
workers are relying on public
assistance,” she said. “Itis a twistegl
kind of a vicious cycle, where

Walmart is being subsidized by .
the American taxpayer.” ﬂ |

Ministry, the Ministry of other disputes. During the strike,

The construction sector inAgriculture,andthe provincialandeight workers have been
Bangladesh has seen the highestunicipal governments. summoned by police and twenty-
number of worker deaths in the Known as Basic Units for two have been fired. The back
country so far this year. Of theCooperative Production, thesewages date back to 2009, over
total of 260 deaths from workplaceunits operate under a modalitywhich workers had filed three
accidentsin the firstten months ofcreated in 1993 based onthe use @eparate  Labour  Office
the year, 105 were in thestate-owned land by former stat&omplaints. During the same

The report said that 49 million construction sector, according tovorkers who develop commonperiod, about 70 retired tile
Americans face hunger, primarily| a survey conducted by Safety anghroduction. Hernandez said thatyorkers have not been able to
because of low-wage work in the\ ) Rights Society, anon-governmenthe closed co-ops had debtsieceive their pensions.
model popularized by Walmart. organisation that works forinefficient entrepreneurial The business had faced
To feed their families, low-wage improving workplace safety. management, poor use ofresourcagoubles stemming from mis-
workers are forced to skip mealsSouth Wales had introduced aDhaka saw the highest number ofike the land, machinery, and alowmanagement and increased costs
rely on cheap, non-nutritious food,policy banning body piercings anddeaths,72. agricultural output, along with of production. The factory ceased
rely on food banks or turn towardvisible body art on the front of The services sector whichorganizational problems. operation from November 2013
food stamps. The problem getdouse staff, on the basis they dancludes hotels, workshops and Meanwhile,  Agriculture until April 2014, when it
worse because the Walmart modetot “fit the image” of the club. A power supply organisations hadminister Gustavo Rodriguez saidreopened with a new employer.
prevents most workers fromwaitress at the club continued to70 deaths, while 60 workers diedthe idea is not simply to closeA condition for the new employer
working sufficient hours to afford wear her lip ring to work. The in  factories and other cooperatives but to strengtheno take over was to pay the back
sufficient food, and erratic workplace commission ruled it did manufacturing organisations. management capacities, througlyages, which did not materialize.
scheduling prevents many fromnothave the powertodealwiththe After the Tazreen fire better performance of theirThe workers have also lost their
taking on second jobs or going tassue, butthe commission’s Deputy2012)and Rana Plaza collapsenembers and their directhealth care benefits, as the
school to improve their skill sets.President Peter Sams stated @013), factory owners, buyers andelationship to other entities, basegremiums were not paid to Social

“judicial notice” that “the dress the government have takenon efficient use of contracts andSecurity for eight months. Since

=i

Miners OCCUpy and appearance norms ofnitiatives to ensure safety in thecontrol mechanism. The Cubanresumption of operations, wages
contemporary  Australians, garment sector, but failed to actireconomy needs the co-ops to b@ave also not been paid in full
Company HQ particularly young people, are veryother sectors, said Sekender Alefficient and viable in order to each month.

different to the community Mina, executive director of Safety

Two hundred Polish miners expectations of say, the 1960s oand Rights Society.
occupied the headquarters of theven the 1980s. Given current “Since the ones responsible fo i i n
European Union’s largeststandards, it seems to me to béhose workplace deaths are neve Many lterws in our "Global Class
thermal coal producer in protestsomewhat unrealistic that she isonsidered serious criminals, ant Struggle column are from the
at plans to liquidate the firm. being denied her right to self-becausethe compensationamou :
Closure of Kompania Weglowa expression, when it was never ars very low, employers do not give Labour S tart WebSIte,
S.A. (KW), would threaten the issue previously, and where hesufficient attention to ensure wwWWw .labourst art_org
jobs of more than 46,000 workersoriginal contract of employment adequate safety measures therg
employed by the state-ownedatleast, implicitly, did not prevent he added.
company. her from doing so.” Similar to previous years, the

The protesting miners, which Sams added it was “somewhahighest number of deaths in the . . G
include KADRA and Solidarnosc ironic” a football club was last ten months involved Join the Communist &
members, began camping out inntroducing such a policy whenelectrocution, followed by falling -
the companygs Katowri)ceqbasedthe majority of professional from heights (40), and crushed tq Party Of Canada i
offices on November 13. They arefootballers were “covered in death by machineryorfallinghardd the communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of
refusing to leave until they cantattoos”. objects (28). fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociafsm.
hold talks with representatives Tara Moriarty, the spokes- Most electrocutions occurred] The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
from the Labour Ministry. They person of United Voice, whichwhen iron rods carried by] fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sojour
want the Polish government torepresented the waitressinthe casepnstruction workers came intoj members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp
intervene and save the companysaid tattoos and piercings do notontactwith live electriclines. The| strengthen people’s movements on awide range of issues. All our polfcies
which has already been under affect hospitality employees’ study noted that workers who arg @nd leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rpore

~

restructuring plan to reduce itsability to work. electrocuted are often notprovided @P0ut Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
workforce by 26,000 employees. “Most people in their twenties protective equipment like helmet, Central Committee CPC

Over 10,000 jobs have been shetlave tattoos. Piercings are thgloves and shoes at work. Th 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

in the past two years. same. If that's how they weremainreasonwhyworkers fellfrom 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

Earlier in the month, KW’s employed there would be nohigh places was due to poorly{
CEO, Miroslaw Taras, told union people in hospitality. We're going made scaffolds and lack of ropeg Parti Communiste du Quebedsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

. T i i Tel: 613-232-7108
representatives that he had beeto back members who want toand harnesses. Roof/wall/building Parcommuniste dy Ganada) . )
unable to obtain finance for pursue self-expression,” Moriarty collapses brought about 16 deaths Montreal, QC, H2v 4G9 SM;“g‘;ﬁj‘”fX{,“em'\‘,‘v?ﬁn%ZgC VB, RoW 203
restructuring after plans to raiseadded. so far this year. The remaining| Emai pcapcc@gmail.com Tél: 438-338-8890rgfay: 204-586-7824
millions of dollars by issuing The waitress who challengedworkers died from various causes} B.C. Committee CPC Ontario Ctee. CPC

: . . - . 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1  9ntario Liee.

eurobonds fell through. The CEOthe policy has returned to workincluding boiler explosions, | ¢4 554.9836cpinfo.bc@gmail com 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
said that his only option to save thevearing her lip ring. chemical and gas explosions| _, = .. Tel: 416-469-2446
company was to dismiss mining suffocation, road accident as well Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO gggl'i/lltolnpfe. Cict o

.. . . . elvin Ave., Apt.
crews and liquidate several mlnesUnpald wages in as earth collapses. 53??38?35,?333;?: 4N6 Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
and that the Polish government Over the last five years, a tota Tel: 905-548-9586
has not offered support. Oman of 3,036 workers died from Efégf%ﬁi‘ie_ < Adantic Region CPC

When the company faced a occupational hazards, the study caigary, AB, T2A4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 $ol>/<f70_, ;?)?gi ;r%Ble, BOP 1MO

similar financial crisis ten years After 250 workers of a found. Lawyers say the| saskatchewancpc elftax: 9e-oae
ago, the government came to theonstruction company in government is still trying to \ Emai:<mail@communist-party-sk.ca> )
rescue after miners occupied KW’sMuscat,the capital of the sultanatesuppress the real number of
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Fascism being revived in Europe and beyond

Bv R Sovietwar memorials - for severalRussian Federation (KPRF) saicands of deserters have soughinass supportfromthe middle class
y Rob Gowland, from The | . .
Guardian, weekly paper of years now). ’ . _ the ej‘lectlon Igad mt_a(ely re_placedefugelln Ru55|a). - anc_i.other groups to destroy any
the Communist Party of Last month S eIect|_ons in the “orange” coalition \_Nlth a Ironlcally, thetlmewhen Kiev's pol_ltlc_;al opposition with V|ole_nce.
Australia (abridged) Ukraine, which predictably “brown” one of_“NaZ| and neo-Nazis were cel_eb(atlng t_he|rTh|s is the essence of Fascism.”
returned the pro-NATO and pro-Russophobic policy makers”. election “victory” coincided with At the other extreme is the case
Fascism, accurately called “theEU government that had beerRussian senator Andrey Klishaghe 70th anniversary of Ukraine’sof the Swiss retailer Migros, which
lastresortof capitalismin decline”,installed by the Maidan coupsaid: “Ukrainians themselvesliberation from Hitlerite occupa- for reasons it has not revealed,
is being actively fostered in variousearlier in the year, were conductedannot fail to notice the masstion. Last April, Russia’s parlia- thought it was timely to supply
countries around the world. Evenin an atmosphere of intimidationviolations of human rights during ment, the State Duma, approved aoffee shops and restaurants in
more countries are puttinginplaceand terror. Nearly half the thelatestparliamentary campaignbill that provides up to five yearsthat country with a range of coffee
laws that deny basic democratielectorate stayed home. To bolstefhese were the ban on free speech prison for denying the facts setcream pots adorned with the faces
rights while maintaining a facadethe illusion of inclusive attacks on opposition candidatesput in the Nuremburg Trials of of Hitler and Mussolini! A
of bourgeois democracy. This isdemocracy, half a million expatsmass violence in the form of so-Nazi war criminals, trying to German-language news magazine
usually done these days under thim 73 countries were designated asalled “popular gatherings’, evenrehabilitate Nazism, or distributing exposed the extraordinary sales
cloak of “combating a terrorist being eligible to vote, but most oflynch mobs on the side of the pro{alse information about the actionsploy, its reporter writing about his
threat” (thatthe “threat” isinvented them didn’t even bother to register fascist political forces.” of the Soviet Union and its allies“horror” at being confronted with
is ignored by the capitalist media The pollwas conductedinwhat That did not stop the clique during the Second World War. the face of Hitler while enjoying a
which are eager participants in theJkrainian Communistleader Peterunning the show in Kiev from  Victor Shapinov, a former cup of coffee in Baden.
whole exercise). Simonenko described as a climateleclaring, apparently with nosensenember of the left-sectarian The resultant uproar was
Nowhere has resorting toof “total intimidation” with the of irony, that the election would Russian Communist Workers’presumably not what Migros
fascism (and to fascist thugs) beeRight-wing not only controlling a “usherinanew era of democracy”Party (RKRP) and afounder of theexpected. They had to issue an
more blatant than in Ukraine complete monopoly over the mediarhey also hailed the election resultJkrainian Marxist organisation apology for what their PR people
(although the post-Sovietbutalso using pro-fascist gangs t@s ensuring a “realistic EuropearlJnion Borotba (Struggle), called this “unforgivable incident”
leadership in the Baltic states haphysically prevent the Left from future” for the country, despite thecommented “the forces awakenednd to recall around 2,000 cream
been praising the war-time Nazigaking part in the campaign. factthat by severing theireconomidy Maidan are very destructivepots that had been delivered to
and building monumentstothem- Ivan Melnikov, deputy leader ties to Russiathey have condemnednd dangerous for all society. Wevarious cafes and shops.
atthe same time as they destroyedf the Communist Party of the Ukraine to a future of austerity are face-to-face with the Fascism It is good to know that the
and savage cuts to jobs and socialf the 21st century. Itis not becaus@nages of Fascism’s former leaders
services. Ukraine’s future will be they have portraits of [wartime still provoke revulsion. Butimages
as grim as that of other EU “junior Ukrainian Nazi collaborator] ofthem, even monumentstothem,
partners” such as Greece, SpaiStepan Bandera or because thegre still being erected and
and Portugal. say "Ukraine Uber alles’ like clones“honoured” in Ukraine, Latvia, and
Murderous attacks on (andof Nazi Germany. The nature ofelsewheree®
“disappearances” of ) progressive$-ascism is that this is direct state
inthe Russian-speaking east of thpower of big capital that uses some photo of fascist thugs during

country led to the areas now the overthrow of Ukraine's

Africa called, Cuba answered:

CNC campaign for Cuban
medical mission in West Africa

By Isaac Saney, Co-Chair & Spokesperson, Canadian identified as Novorossiya
elected government last
The Canadian Network On Cuba (CNC) is launching the Cuba Byfitias and kicking the Kiev |5,

West Africa Campaign to raise funds to assist the ongoing Cub@@ime’s troops out. Kiev then
medical missions in the West African nations of Guinea-ConakPS},V‘"J‘de,d the self-proclaimed '
Liberia and Sierra Leone that are fighting the Ebola epidemic. ~ P€ople’s republics in the east,
The Cuban medical mission is by far the largest sent by any courfiing thousands in aerial and
Standing side-by-side with the peoples of West Africa, 461 Cutf{#§llery bombardment of housing
doctors and nurses, chosen from more than 15,000 volunteers, H&@Wns and villages. Once again
gone to West Africa and joined the struggle against Ebola. the anti-fascist militia had to
Jose Luis Di Fabio, arepresentative of the World Health Organizat@gfend the regionand drove Kiev's
underscored that “there are more human resources from Cuba than®éRy out again. !
many, many NGOs put together.” They were helped by the
Such is the magnitude of Cuba’s solidarity with Africa that even tRBormous number of defectiong
corporate media, usually unduly harsh in their views concerning CUb@m the Ukrainian army (thous-
had to give the Caribbean nation plaudits for its actions. For example,
theNew York Timesecognizing at last Cuba’s virtue, has been moved

to editorialize its position that the U.S. economic embargo against t@OI()mb'a peace t alks face C0mp|lcatI0nS

island should end and the three Cubans still imprisoned in the U.S.

fighters against terrorism should be freed. Also, on October 9th, the the astonishment of the world, thissncountered a military roadblock
Wall Street Journadtated: “Few have heeded the call, but one countri?V Vancouver Bureau decision is taken by a governmenbn the Atrato River, i.e. a boat
hasbresp%ndetd |C_bstr¢ngéh: ICubg_. “OVS Jorge IEefebre ngol?ﬁ, Cufba Recentreports and statementthat has stubbornly refused thecontaining General Alzate
ampassador to Liberia, declared. VVe cannot See our brothers e oy -~n5 “and from inside possibility for the peace process tqcommander of the “Titan” Joint
Africa in difficult times and remain there with our arms folded. lombia. i df hatth de developed amid a truce ofTask Force) and other army
Havana’'s contribution is to be contrasted with that of Washingto el ISR ploets i P S iyl
gcess in that country continuegirmistice, that could help to de-personnel dressed in civilian

which dispatched thousands of soldiers, instead of more desperatg] i scalate the conflict. The position taclothes while conducting militar
needed healthcare personnel and resources. ?)face obstacles. Colombia has ' b g y

L . . . heen the scene of the longestbe at peace talks under fire seenmactions.
_The Cubandoctors servingin V\/_estA_frlca are motlvat_ed not k_)yflnanu ?nning insurgency in the westernmore senseless every day. We hope Asthe FARC-EP notes, “Every
gain but by the profound internationalist values of solidarity inculcat

since the triumph of the Cuban Revolution. Since 1959, more than 300 i-sphere, since thethe inconsistencies of theday, President Santos reiterates

volutionary Armed Forces of government, which permanentlythe order to intensify operations

Cuban medical workers have served in 158 countries. Currently, 50, " ) reiterates that what happens iragainst the FARC-EP using all
Cuban doctors and nurses are serving in 66 countries across Latin Ame %Iombm (PR 2Pl 1) bp g g

- > ) ° Ir armed defence of peasant§olombiashouldn’taffectthe peacehe power of the state. All this
Africa and Asia. Indeed, before the Ebola epidemic there were mg Rd working people nearr)ly half atalks in Havana, will ceasg; wedespite the peace talks that are
than 4_,000 Cuban healthcare per_sonnel treating people in 32 Afrlcgentury ago. continue working for peace and argorogressing in Havana. His
countries. As Dr. Jorge Perez Avila, the director of the Pedro KoM ¢ i at concluding thewilling to continue the talks, minister of defense boasts again
Institute for Tropical Med|c.|ne in _Havanajvyhere thpse going to f|ght nflict have been taking placeattending to what we agreed in theind again about how close the
ebola get three weeks of intensive specialized training before goi <§rtwoyearsin Havana, with theGeneral Agreement of Havanaheads ofthe guerrillacomandantes
overseas - noted: “Our principle has been to share what we have. gssistance of two “guarantorwhich states that “the talks will beare to falling, ensuring that those

In 2010 Cuba rose to the immense challenge of helping the her untries,” Cuba and Norway. direct and uninterrupted.’ We wantwho travel to the peace talks do so
peopl_e of Haiti after the earthquake that inflicted such _h_orrendo%)t on November 16, the peacdhis impasse to be resolved as sodio escape from their impending
suffering. Inresponse, the CNC launched the Cuba For Haiti Campai Hcess Was suspeﬁded by thas possible, so that the process witleath.
as the best way by which Canadians could help Haiti. The success of %J !

Yy ; . ombian government, afterthekeep on progressing smoothly “We seek peace because there
gubagorHi|t| Cafmpﬁl]lgndemlonfstractezthgr%onfldenci an%respfggt % rgents captured a high-towards a final agreement.” is an armed conflict., politically
anadians have for the people for Luba. The respect and contideieg ;o military officer, General ~ Three days later, Cuba andand legally recognized by the

increase the better we know Cuba. ben Dario Alzate Mora. Norway announced that “thecurrent government. The

In 2014, as it has always done, Cuba is taking up the cause 3t . ARC-EP and the governmentarrogance ofthe oligarchy makes
humanity in Guinea-Conakry, Liberia & Sierra Leone. Africa has Calleﬂ The FARC-EP responded that g d g y

; peace talks ... are carried oudgreed to create the necessariem think thateven inthe midst
gr;c(i; u?i?ybac :l?r?cﬁméwugfnd'r eAptrgs]Z n?aet?\}é ],ft;ezlgr];ji rlr\]/li)?te”r:g gfect:rl]aereﬁ' he midst of the conflict. The conditions for the liberation of the of the peace process, they have
’ A

. . . ollowing five people as soon asthe right to kill and dismember
“Humanity has a debt to African people. We cannot let them down.’ RC-EP and a great number of 9 Peop g

¢ . ; . Colombians have demanded #ossible: General Alzate, LanceColombians, to terrorize qnd
Cu-[)g?]Cnlq\le%i'gji':}'g%gﬁ”&?'ggﬁ;g r?;gg({{géh(e:lﬂ;’;'gitr)l\elv"ggtrkﬂ;ii%f|atera| ceasefire from the Corporal Jorge Rodriguez, Soldiercrush them, without our having

. . i eginning,butthegovemmenthagesar Rivera, Soldier Jonatara_ny right to _respond _tO their
gjrzg?ni;g;bgggu?tg ?ﬁgF)CO;];%eiacriul\kl):t\zg:kwoens'[cﬁfgga Campaign o ed their clamour.... The peacddiaz, and Gloria Guerrero.” violence. Without bilateral
The cheques should be made out to the Canadian.Network on Process, whose results have The latest de_velopments beganeaseﬂre, L LSO game
Cub iting “Cuba for West Africa C ar” onth i renewed the hope forafgw days e_arller, when guerr_lllaastheyare called by the President,
uba, writing “L-uba for vestAlrica.ampaign ontheémemoline. oo jjiation, cannot be put atunits belonging to the Ivan Rioscannotapply only to government

Your donation should be mailed to: THE CNC, Attn: S. Skup, 56 . o : S _ —
Riverwood Terrace, Bolton, ON L7E 1S4e risk with impulsive decisions. To Block —of —the  FARC-EP ’
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Hedy Lamarr: anti-fascist
actor and inventor

gl

By Peter Frost, from the
Morning Star (UK)

My recent obituary of Lauren and like many a young star shevillboards as Hedy Lamarr, she
Bacall surprised a good fewmarried youngand unwisely. Fritznever lost her early interest in al
readers. Most knew her as a filmMandl was a multi-millionaire things technical. Even betweer

runs through the countrysidemovie deal. She changed her nam
naked. and headed for California.
It made her an overnight star Now, although all over the

[}

star but the other side of her life aarms manufacturer and anshoots at the studio or on locatior
a champion of progressive causesnthusiastic fascist. The Kieslershe experimented with all kinds of
was obviously far less well known.were a Jewish family but Hedy’sinventions. Among her many

One or two of my fellow movie mother became a very publiccreations were a sweet Oxo-typg
buffs suggested | tell the even lesRoman Catholic. It certainly fooled cube to turn plain water into cola
known story of Hedy Lamarr, and a non-surgical skin-

not just because she wag

generally agreed to be the
most beautiful woman in the
world in her time, but as an
anti-nazi, U-boat saboteur ang
inventor, sort of, of today’s
mobile phones and wi-fi.
Hedwig Kiesler was born,
exactly a century ago, into g
boring bourgeois family in
Vienna. The first world war

came late to the city but when i{=

did it would end the once
mighty Austro-Hungarian

empire forever. Her father, g |

banker, had no preconceive
ideas about what young girlg

should be interestedin. Onlong

tautening technique -
ironically much later in her
career she would have much
disastrous cosmetic surgery.

It was in WWII together
with a musician neighbour
named George Antheil that she
had the idea that would change
the way we all live today.
German U-boats had been
harassing transatlantic
convoys. They had killed
many civilians including large
groups of children. The U-
boat captains could block the
radio guidance systems of
allied torpedoes.

Hedy knew all about
these systems and blocking

them - she had often heard

walks he explainedto his brighr
them discussed over the dinnef

and curious little girl the ..,"I'

workings of all kinds of new [Lia ™ ™
and exciting inventions, steam- table backin Vienna. She knew
powered printing presses, that radio-controlled tor-
electric tramcars, paddle-steamerthe anti-semitic Mandl. Once pedoes could easily be jammed b
on the Danube and the newestnarried he tried to stop his youngoroadcasting interference at the
sensation, the Bioscope shows bride making any more films, evenfrequency of the control signal,
moving pictures onthe silver screenbuying and destroying all thecausing the torpedo to go off

The young Hedwig had little copies of Ekstase he could find. course. She concluded that using
problem understanding howthese It didn't take much of this frequency-hopping-jumpingfrom
modern marvels worked. Shebehaviour, nor what Hedy sawone frequency to another - would
could, it seemed, quickly grasphappening to her own home counprevent jamming and let the
sophisticated technical conceptstry and neighbouring Germany, totorpedo hit its U-boat target.
Rather than pursue a technicamake her feel trapped. She came But how could frequent and
career, though, it was the silverup with a cunning escape plan. unpredictable channel hopping bg
screen that attracted her. She Mandlwould invite his cronies arranged?
became an actor. U scientists, weapon inventors, Antheil, her avant-garde com-

Still in her teens, she starred insenior political figures and fascistsposer neighbour, provided the
the amazing 1933 film Ekstaseu to dinner. Both Hitler and answer from a somewhat unex
(Ecstasy). The film was made inMussolini were dinner guests. Atpected source. He had experif
three language versions U Czechthe table would be his attractivemented with automated control of
German and French. It chalked ugand clearly dumb young wife. Shemusical instruments, including his
several firsts in legitimate cinemawould flutter her eyelashes, actmusic for futurist painter Fernand
- first nude scenes, first femalesimple and stash away all kinds oLeger’'s 1924 abstract fillBallet
orgasm, first sexual intercourseuseful classified intelligence. SheMecanique This score involved
on screen. reckoned it would buy her a newmultiple player-pianos playing

The Czech romantic drama islife somewhere in the future. simultaneously.
about a young woman, played by It worked. She threatened to Antheil and Lamarr adapted a
Kiesler, who marries a wealthy expose her husband’s stupidity anghierced paper piano roll to
but much older man. Leaving herhe had no alternative but to let heunpredictably change the signa|
brief loveless marriage, she takegjo. She dressed herself in all thesentbetween a ship and its torpedo
up with a virile young engineer many jewels her husband hado any of 88 frequencies. Why 887
who becomes her lover. The filmbought her and headed firstto Pari¥here are 88 keys on a piano. Both
was hugely controversialand veryand then across the Atlantic.ship and torpedo would have the
successful, mostly because oKeisler's slightly lurid film same code so it would be
scenesinwhich Lamarr swims andeputation landed a Hollywood impossible for the U-boat to scan
and jam all 88 frequencies.

Sadly the US navy was slow to
adoptthe idea, no doubt because
came from a movie star and a nutt
composer. Indeed when Lamar
applied to join the National
Inventors Council she was told
she could better help the war effor
by using her celebrity status and
her looks to sell war bonds.

Today Lamarr and Anthel's
spread-spectrum communicatior
technology is the foundation for
Bluetooth and many wifi, cordless
and wireless telephones.

In 1997 their work was finally
recognised. They were honouredl
with special awards for their
“\trailblazing development of a
technology that has become a kel
component of wireless datal
systems.”

Not perhaps what you might
expect from someone who was
just the “most beautiful woman in
the world.”

Hedy Lamarr
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E_a Tru\ra N uestra

Friday, Nov. 28, 8 pm
‘La Pennia Nuestra’

e Centre For Socialist Educatbon, Vancouwes
s G Clark Debve (Clark and Gegrpriast)
g £10 Entry

it

About Yancouwwer's "La Trova Nuestra’
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MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Musicians rally for clean air in N.S.

A host of prominent Maritime musicians donated their time to afree
“Clear the Air” concert on the waterfront of Pictou, Nova Scotig on
Sept. 9. 2,000 people gathered to listen, and to protest corporate and
government indifference to the deleterious effects of air pollufion
on the local population. The Northern Pulp Company’s kraft paper
mill provides 200 jobs in this town of 3500, but its smokesthack
spews out a toxic cloud of sodium sulphate over the community that
irritates the eyes and throat. Musicians at last summer’s Lobster
Festival actually stopped playing because of the chemicals in the air.
The local residents’ group, Clean Pictou Air, is demanding thak the
mill be closed until the problem is fixed. Concert organizers

Troy Greencord, artistic director of the Stan Rogers Folk Festi
nearby Canso, recruited 17 performers, including East

hospital, blasted both the current Liberal Government of Stephen
McNeil and the former NDP Government of Darrell Dexter for
dithering on the issue.

International Orchestra W eek

The Paris-based International Federation of Musicians (FIM), an
umbrella organization that represents musicians’ unions in rpore
than 60 countries, designated November 17-23 Internatipnal
Orchestra Week, calling for actions to resist austerity policies|that
are decimating orchestras, choirs, and opera theatres. This fall, in

audiences from the stage, to dedicate works in their progr
orchestras that are under attack, to build alliances with g
sectors of the population, and to deploy the FIM’s web banr]
widgets, and electronic signatures in their social media campaligns.
Read the statement and sign the petition at: http://www.gtop-
cultural-vandalism.org/.

Belafonte’ s stirring Hollywood speech

Harry Belafonte delivered an inspiring speech at the anpual
Governors Awards in Hollywood on Nov. 8. The singer, actor, pnd
social justice activist, now 87, was the recipient of the Jean Hergholt
Humanitarian Award, one of three given prior to the Oscars by the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. Belafonte cited the
pioneering, but deeply racist, 1915 D.W. Griffith film “Birth of|a
Nation” as an example of the powerful role of cinema in shaping
social attitudes. Despite its apologetic depiction of American slayery,
the filmwas legitimized by a White House screening, with subsequent
praise by then President Woodrow Wilson. Next, Belafonte recalled
watching Tarzan movies in Harlem as a child, when a generatipn of
black youth learned to cheer the white man and boo Africans. Lastly,
he reminded his audience that Native Americans and Arabs |have
fared no better. Belafonte paid tribute to his mentors, includling
W.E.B. DuBois, Langston Hughes, and Paul Robeson. A singer,
actor, and activist like Belafonte, Robeson encouraged him gt the
beginning of his career with a vision of the artist as “civilizatiop’s
radical voice.” Before inviting his friend, African-American actor
Sidney Paoitier, to the stage, Belafonte called upon his peers to ¢reate
films that challenge those who seek to “punish truthseekers”. Yiew
Belafonte’s acceptance speech at www.variety.com.

| Thought | Heard Sweet V ictor

Paul Baker Hernandez is a Scottish activist and musician wh
worked in solidarity with Latin American struggles since 1980.
aresident of Nicaragua since 1994, he's worked with the Sand
government’s Zero Hunger Project, as well as various internatjonal
solidarity campaigns, while cultivating his musical vocation/| In
2013, onthe 40th anniversary of the coup that overthrew the Popular
Unity government of Salvador Allende, Baker Hernandez wgs in
Chile, helping in the search for justice for victims of the coup.[He
visited the Victor Jara Foundation, established in 1994 to honoyr the
great singer-songwriter and theatre director, who was tortured and
murdered by the Pinochet regime days after the coup. Coaxed to
pick up Victor's guitar at the insistence of Jara’s widow, Joan, he
was inspired to write “I Thought | Heard Sweet Victor”. The sqng
has since become part of the campaign for justice for (in his words)
“all those whose names are known only to their beloveds.” Kgy in
“Bringing Victor Home” at YouTube to view Paul and friengls
performing the song around the kitchen table at the Victor Para
Foundation. It has English subtitles.
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Ukraine human rights violations...

Russia in a Nov 16 editorial sub-so annoys the Observer/Guardiag
. foninthe U CTh titled, “World leaders must standeditors and the leaders of NATO i
scant mention in the Un report. i i - ” ia i k .
recognition and the recon?mende?p to Putin to bring him to heel”. Russia’s refusal to pollc_e the pro La Trova Nuestra, evening of
! > he newspaper proposes to baautonomy movement in eastern .. : :
remedies of those rights abuses thai s s i i i ir liki isi atin ~American  music,
: ¢ g ussia from international Ukraine to their liking. Thisis all the o .
are listed in the report amount to ituti i i iti i admission $10, 8 pm, Friday,
c rep anstitutions, increase economicmore hypocritical on their part ov. 28. Centre for Socialist
slap on the wrist. ] ] sanctions and step up militaryconsidering that, as a recent articl du;:atio,n 706 Clark Drive
The report is published in thepressure and threats. “Increasebly Russian writer Boris Kagarlitsky ' ) :
context of a mainstream mediafinancial pressure coupled withmakes clear, the Russiangovernmedtnnual Revolution Banquet,
frenzy emanating from thentensified diplomatic action and canscarcely be accused offomentingat., Nov. 29, sponsored by
corridors of power of the NATO polstered NATO support for anti-austerity or socially progressiveCentre for Socialist Education,
countries inwhich Russiais blamedzyropean countries borderingstruggle in Ukraine. Meridian Hall, 4306 Victoria Dr.
foralltheillsin Ukraine. Theliberal ryssia could convince Moscow Roger Annis is an editor of the Fortickets and information, ph.
absjrr(ver (Guagdlanhor] Sunday) I'rthat the costs of its antisocialnew website The New Cold War: 604-254-9836.
\t/vgrlikes:rrlgmgwuk?sth ‘;‘;gg?&ig}%gbehaw?ur are too high to bear.” Ukraine and beyond where this | eft Film Night, “Dirty Wars,”
The “anti-social behaviour” that article first appeareared. 7 pm, Sunday, Nov. 30, Centre

for Socialist Education, 706
Clark Drive. Ph. 604-255-2041
for details.

continued from page 6

Surrey, BC

Radical Desi Publications

launches 2015 calendar
dedicated to 100 years of the
Ghadar movement heroes, co-
sponsor Fraser Valley Peace
Council, Dr. Ambedkar Room,
Sat., Dec. 13, 1-4 pm, City
Centre Library, 10350
University Drive. Info from
GurpreetSingh, 778-862-2454.

Toronto, ON

Give a Cuban gift to family
and friends, Saturday, Dec. 6,
11am-5pm, 290 Danforth Ave.
(between Broadview &

Put the Communist Party on  Your Holiday Gif t List!

In a year that saw the Harper government take Canada to war in Iraq, severely curtail Canadic
civil and democratic rights, drive down wages and living conditions, and increase privatiz]:[lor

Chester), books on Cuban
history, poetry, baseball, Cuban
music CDs. Sponsored by
Friends of the Cuban Five. For
info, 416-654-7105.

Bethune Day Dinner, 7 pm,

Sat. Feb. 28, 2015, 290 Dan-
forth Ave. Tickets $5, door prize
all-inclusive trip for two to Cuba.
Media sponsor: People’sVoice.
For tckets, ph. 416-469-2446.

unemployment and austerity, working people are facing more big struggles ahead.

While the parties on Parliament Hill campaign for Big Business or on a treadmill of never-e
struggles for basic social and economic rights, the Communist Party is different.

The Communist Party is Canada’s party of Socialism. We fight for working class power and a futu
of peace, democracy, equality, sovereignty, full employment, and public ownership of Canade__
resources and economy. A future where working people are in the driver’s seat.

Another world is possible! And it's urgent! Help us to win it!

Your tax rebatable donation to the CPC before December 31st, will allow you to collect youir te--
rebate when you file your income tax next spring.

in

Here’s how it works: L I I ];
Your donation Your tax rebate Costto You People SVOICe deadllne‘
3388 iggg i%go January 1-31 issue: Thursday, Jan. 8
$200 $150 $50 February 1-14 issue: Thursday, Jan. 22
$100 $75 $25 Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
$50 $37.50 $12.50 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
Please send your donation today to: <pvoice@telus.net>

CPC, 290ADanforth Ave., Toronto, ON M4C 4Y4.Thank you!

Money and US politics...

continued from page 7

Revolutionary Culture

Harold Keeton,
Mike Ukas

It is with deep
sadness that shortly
before publication,
we received news of

the deaths of two
long-time People's
Voice supporters,
Harold Keeton (of

Muskoka and

Hamilton), and

Michael Ukas
(Toronto). See our

next issue for

obituaries.

TERRY KELLY

Terry Kelly passed peacefully at
his home in Acton after a long
battle with cancer, on Thursday
October 23,2014, inhis 73rd year,
A loving husband of Liz Sigman
for 47 years. Dear father of Meirion
Kelly and Rosemary James of
Toronto. Terry was a proud
Grandpa of Kayin. Also deepl . .
James, Hugh and lain and theif
families. Terry was an active
member of the Ironworkers Union
Local 721 and believed strongly|
in social justice. Terry has beern
cremated. A celebration of his life
will take place at his home that he
loved so much, on New Year's
Day, Thursday, January 2015, alt
79 Bower Street, Acton, 1 p.m.
onwards. All are welcome.

way. While they may have differed on social and even foreign policy
guestions, wealth and power understood that the Democrats would not
challenge them on any matters relevant to their business agenda. Six
years after, they appear to have been right.

Another way to illustrate the uncoupling of corporate money from party
ideology is through the trend in corporate PACs to shovel money to
incumbents of either party: In 1978 corporate PACs gave 40% of their
contributions to House incumbents; in 2014, that number had leaped to 74%.

Corporations are not trying to deliver a message; they are outright
buying all of the candidates.

With respect to this year’s November 4 interim election, corporate
PACs have shifted their support - sometimes dramatically - from
Democrats in key races to Republicans over the last 18 months (WSJ,
10-29-14). Obviously, neither the corporations nor the candidates have
changed their agendas greatly. So it's not about issues, but electability.

It should be transparent that two-party politics in the age of extreme
concentrations of wealth and media influence is far from a rousing
example of democratic process. Consequently, we should surely not
expect the results of the tainted process to be democratic. Like the
commercialization of commaodities, the commercialization of politics
results eventually in the domination of the market by a few products
(parties, candidates) and the minimizing of their differences. We no
more pick our leaders than we pick the products offered in the showroom.

Corporate America picks them bosh.

To order a copy of the People’s Voice 2015 Revolutionary Culture
Calendar, send $15 (includes postage and handling) to People’s
Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. Contact us at
604-255-2041 or pvoice@telus.net for bulk order prices.

Ju5)

Celebrate the father of socialized medicine in Canad

NORMAN BETHUNE DAY

Saturday, Feb. 28, 7:00 pm
GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto

Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write

s =3 to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Fijve:

7"

oy

Tickets just $5... Door Prize:
One week all-inclusive trip
for Two to Cuba!

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA|

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

Organized by Bethune Day Committee.
Media Sponsor: People's Voice
Info: 416-469-2446
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Unite against Harper ’s politics of fear

long record of espionage againsstate, governments should beorporations to prevent citizensspeech and assembly, to
trade unions, Aboriginal fundingcommunity-based preven-from challenging their actions; communications privacy, to
Communist Part movements, environmentalists tion programs, better mental healtrescalating measures to limit theorganize and bargain collectively,
y of , . i o . , ; , .
Canada, against Bills C-44 Communists and other radmalsgppo_rt, and anti-racism and pro-ability of_trade unionsto campa|gnand to cast a ballot m_eIectlons, is
and C-13. Nov. 18. 2014 forces, and many others whaodiversity campaigns to protectaround issues on behalf of theinot an abstractquesnon.To bIo_ck
’ B express criticisms of governmentdisadvantaged groups andnmembers; legislation to allow the neoliberal agenda and to unite
In the wake of the violent policies. Given the near completeracialised communities. As thefederal bureaucrats and politiciangor real progressive change,
events in Ottawa and Quebec last to arbitrarily remove Canadianworking people mustbe ableto act
month, the Communist Party of citizenship rights. collectively, without fear of
Canada warned against attemp Thislistcould be expandedwithconstant surveillance and
to use such incidents to impos dozens of similar examples ofharassment. The fight for
new restriction on civil liberties sharpening attacks on our laboudemocracy is a fight for the right
and democratic freedoms. Th and democratic rights. The realto putthe needs of working people
Harper government is clearly aim of the Harper Conservativesahead of corporate greed.
adopting such a strategy, in ary is not to protect Canadians from The Communist Party of
effort to intimidate Canadians terroristattacks or cyber-bullying; Canada once again calls on the
against expressing criticism of their strategy is to spreadlabour movementand all its allies
Conservative policies, by paralyzing fear, leaving - Aboriginal peoples, women,
expanding the frightening scal governments and security forcestudents, seniors, environ-
of mass surveillance of the free to block the emergence ofmentalists, racialized commun-
activities and communications of f§i broad popular movements andties, LGBTQ movements, critics
the people of this country. We coalitions to demand pro-peopleof CETA and other “free trade”
join with many others to warn policies. In other words, the bestdeals-to uniteinresistance against
that this trend towards police state way to impose neoliberalism is tothe Harper government’s agenda.
tactics will have dangerous intimidate Canadians from evenScrap Bills C-13 and C-44! Yesto
consequences for democracy anjiiel WS G SLY B B AW A AW N S DI ER VIR R 1 DR ] S discussing how to build a powerfuldemocracy and human rights, and
freedom. ] F resistance struggle for real changeno to corporate dictatorship and
Instead of adopting an WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU The struggle to defendpolice state tactics! Defeat the
“evidence-based approach” to democratic freedoms and civilHarper Tories, and fight to build a
dealing with violent crime, the rights, including the rights to free People’s Coalition®
Harper government is engaged i
a blatant attempt to frighten HIF
Canadians into silence. Theabsence of genuine oversight orecentattacks showed, monitoring MOdern Slavery for 36 m|"|0n
Conservative strategy is to useaccountability, Canadians haveext messages and Facebook
various hot-button issues to headittle idea of the extent or reasongpostings did not prevent violent From RT.com News
off serious debates, such as theiior this espionage. Now, amongactions; but unlimited surveillance
claim that terrorist threats pose ather features, Bill C-44 would of communications  will
mortal danger to the entire countrycut judicial oversight out of the fundamentally weaken civil rights
or that “cyber-bullying” can only admission of information from and democracy.
be stopped by giving police confidential informants at trial, Bills C-13 and C-44 must be
sweeping new powers to monitorautomatically preserving theviewed within the larger context
virtually all online commun- anonymity of those informants. Inof the drive by corporations and
ications. other words, Canadians are losingight-wing governments toimpose
As civilrights groups point out, the right to confront their accusersausterity policies on Canada. These
the drive to reach “perfect” securityin court. policies are being met with
and safety by giving governments As if Bill C-44 was not increasing public awareness and
and police the unchecked abilityfrightening enough, Bill C-13 (the opposition, and governments are
to spy upon and even incarceratéCyberbullying Bill") gives law responding with even more
people for their thoughts andenforcement agencies even widedraconian tactics.
beliefs is the real danger to asurveillance powers, and allows Look at some examples of this
democratic society. Internet Service Providers toanti-democratic trend: the
The latest threat is the recentlyoluntarily turn over huge volumesgovernment’s voter suppression
tabled Bill C-44, “The Protection of information about individuals tactics in federal elections; the

Statement of the Central
Executive Committee,

http://the-mound-of-sound.blogspot.ca/2014/10/will-opposition-
I$apituIate-to-harpers.htmI

Nearly 36 million people across the world are involved in
some form of slavery, from forced labour to forced marriage, a
survey by a global human rights organization has revealed,
describing modern slavery as a “hidden crime” and “big business.”

Modern slavery contributes to the production of at least 122
goods from 58 countries worldwide, according to the report by
the Australian group Walk Free. The International Labour
Organization (ILO) estimates the illicit profits of forced labor to
be $150 billion a year.

“From the Thai fisherman trawling fishmeal, to the Congolese
boy mining diamonds, from the Uzbek child picking cotton, to
the Indian girl stitching footballs, from the women who sew
dresses, to the cocoa pod pickers, their forced labor is what we
consume. Modern slavery is big business,” Walk Free states in its
report, claiming it has found evidence of slavery in all 167
countries it surveyed.

The 10 countries with the highest estimated prevalence of
modern slavery as a proportion of population are Mauritania,

of Canada from Terrorists Act”, to the government. massive police operation to
which gives CSIS new powers to  This legislation is not based onmonitor every protest

expand its international espionageny serious threat. Only a handfublemonstration across Canada;
activities beyond the borders ofof Canadians have ever been theweeping efforts to ban street
Canada. Even before thisvictims of terrorist actions or so- protests by youth in Quebec; the

legislation, the CSEC (Communi-called “lone wolf” attacks. A far prohibition against media
cations Security Establishmentiarger problem is the breakdowninterviews by federal scientists;

Canada) was monitoring of social programs and servicesthe Revenue Canada campaign to.

Canadians’ telecommunicationscaused by neoliberal austerityprevent non-profits from

data, despite express legatutbacks imposed by federal anchddressing any issues of public
prohibitions against such conductprovincial governments. Insteadconcern; the use of injunctions

Both CSIS and the RCMP have af turning Canada into a policeand “SLAPP” lawsuits by
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Uzbekistan, Haiti, Qatar, India, Pakistan, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Sudan, Syria and the Central African Republic.

India is home to the greatest number of slaves, with over 14
million people in its population of 1.25 billion labelled as victims
of slavery, spanning from prostitution to forced labour, and
making up nearly 40 percent of people in slavery worldwide.
Other countries with the largest estimated numbers of people
in modern slavery are China (3.2 million), Pakistan (2.1 million),
Uzbekistan (1.2 million), Russia (1.05 million), Nigeria (834,200),
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (762,900), Indonesia
(714,100), Bangladesh (680,900) and Thailand (475,300).

Nigeria and Ethiopia appear to be major source countries for
migration overseas. Women and children from Nigeria are
trafficked for sexual exploitation through organized crime rings
to Europe.

For Ethiopians, lucrative employment opportunities in the
Middle East draw thousands to migrate for jobs in the construction
and domestic work sectors. However, they are subjected to
harsh working conditions.

Uzbekistan, a Central Asian nation whose economy relies on
production and export of cotton, has the highest prevalence of
people enslaved in the region. Almost 4 percent of the Uzbek
population (approximately 1,201,400 people) is subjected to
slavery during the annual cotton harvest, the survey has showed.

Qatar, the small Gulf state with significant numbers of foreign
workers, has an estimated 1.4 percent of the population involved
in modern slavery. ®

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
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