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Good riddance to Ford 6-7 S. Korea goes to polls

Rob Ford has been removed from South Koreans will elect a new

office as Mayor offoronto, a BelrUt Declaratlon president this month. But the
development welcomed by Ontario Delegates from sixty Communist most significant struggles are in
Communists. But much needs to be andWorkers' Parties met in Beirut the streets and workplaces, as
accomplished to keep Ford and his last month. Here's the Final Korean workers resist austerity

allies from making a comeback. Declaration and a first-hand report. policies and look for peace.




2 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE o DECEMBER 1-31, 2012

Sinclair re-elected as B.C. Federation President

the next two years. Barry O’Neill, backed the union” oriented affiliates. Enbridge Northern Gateway
There were various inter-challengers and tried to impose The overarching considerationpipeline. Seeking unity, the
In an unusual development,pretations for the first such race incaucus solidarity for the vote. Afor many of the convention debatesesolutions committee limited the
there was a contest for the topmany years atthe B.C. Fed. Butthenajor component of CUPE-BC, wasthe impending B.C. provincialwording to this particular
elected positions atthis year's B.CLaurie-Davies team was stronglythe Hospital Employees Union,election, set for May 13, 2013.controversial project, and to
Federation of Labour convention,backed by CUPE-BC, which took adifferentview and endorsedAfter nearly 12 years of rabidly exports of diluted bitumen from
held Nov. 26-30 in Vancouver. walked out of the Fed conventionSinclair and Lanzinger. In the end pro-corporate, anti-working classthe Alberta tar sands. Labour
But few observers were surprisedwo years ago in a protest againsSEUPE-BC and IBEW were unablerule under Gordon Campbell andwould only support the pipeline,
when Jim Sinclair and former BCthe Sinclair leadership. to convince many other delegatesmow Christy Clark, the B.C. labour the resolution stated, if various
Teachers Federation president That action was related toto back Laurie. movement is desperate to dummgonditions were met, including
Irene Lanzinger were re-electedccomplex wider disputes over Theincumbentswere supportedhe Liberals. Opinion polls for the support from First Nations and an
as President and Secretaryraiding, leading many to concludeby Action Caucus members andast year have consistently given @&nvironmental assessment giving
Treasurer, defeating Michelethat it was not a division overothers on the left of the labourlead of about 20% to Adrian Dix’s definitive approval.
Laurie (an electrician and presidenfundamental policies. Instead, themovement in British Columbia. NDP, and delegates were eager Judging by the reaction to
of IBEW Local 282), and CUPE differences reflect internal While many trade union activistsfor the campaign to begin. speakers, it appeared that a solid
activist Trevor Davies. Sinclair dynamics in a federation whichwith amilitantoutlook haveraised Dixgotafarbetterreceptionthanmajority of delegates were
took 1382 votes against 599 forrequires strong consensus amongriticisms of the BC Fed leadershiphis predecessor Carole James, whos@posed to Northern Gateway and
Laurie, awinning margin of 70%. major affiliates and executiveover the years, there is anepid pro-business approach barelyo dilbit exports. Since the
The second race was a bit closemembers to move forward. understanding that Sinclair’sgot delegates out of their seats twéconditions” set out in the
but the margin gave a strong This year, the leadership ofoptions are sometimes limited byyears ago, shortly before a caucusompromise are very unlikely to
mandate to the incumbents oveCUPE-BC, includingits presidentthe strength of some “businessevolt pushed her out of the job.be met, adoption would have meant
Likewise, federal NDP leaderin reality that labour opposes tar
Thomas Mulcair got a standingsands exports.
ovation, and many hope that he can But the resolution drew angry
defeat the Harper Tories in 2015. opposition fromthe building trades
But Adrian Dix is being cautious. unions, whose members hope for
He has already pledged to reverspbs building the pipeline. More

"Defend Democratic and
Economic Righ ts in On tario ” some of Gordon Campbell's taxsignificant for the final result, a

election on the horizon, workersinthe leaduptothe Ontario Electionbut as he hinted to the BC Fedhgainst, saying thatitwatered down
and community members acrosdt has started with regional towndelegates, there will be no majoropposition to any new oil pipelines.
the province can demand newhall community meetings acrossmove to shift the provincial tax In the end, the supporters of the
The Ontario government haspriorities for Ontario that put the province and it will culminate burden back onto the corporateroject and some of its sharpest
been shut down while workers’people ahead of corporate profitinamassrally atthe Ontario Liberalsector. He pledged to treat laboucritics joined to defeat the
rights are under threat and cutsto The Ontario Federation of Leadership Conventionin Torontowith respect, but also to consultresolution, much to the dismay of
jobs and services are hurting every.abour and community allies haveon January 26. closely with business interests. Inrmany delegates.
community. launched a campaign to defend the Get involved in the campaign! other words, those who hope fora The vote leaves B.C. trade
The 2012 Ontario Budget democratic and economic rights ofHelp build labour-community sharp swing to the left under theunions in disarray, with some
slashed funding and threatene@veryone. The campaignwill bringcoalitions in every community! NDP  should lower their intending to keep up their
thousands of jobs that are essentighe fight for rights and democracyMobilize for January 26 to defendexpectations. There are even strongvolvement in campaigns against
to the delivery of vital public directly to the doorstep of everythe democratic and economidndications that a Dix governmentNorthern Gateway and other
services that support everyMember of Provincial Parliamentrights of everyoneé would not make significant pro- pipelines, and others supporting
community. Meanwhile the labour changes to the B.C. labouthese projects. The decision is
Ontario Liberal government code, leaving thatreformtoasecondlearly a setback for efforts to
maintained corporate tax cuts that term in office, i.e. 2019, after strengthen unity among labour,
continue to bleed $15 billion from another six years of corporateFirst Nations and environ-
the province every year. This fall, attacks on working class rights. mentalists around energy issues,
McGuinty’s Liberals, with the The sharpest debate at theuch as the big Oct. 22 anti-
backing of Tim Hudak’s convention came on a compositgipeline rally atthe Legislature in
Progressive Conservatives, passe resolution about the proposedVictoria.e
Bill 115 - an unprecedented la
stripping educational workers of
their most basic democratic rights
By cheating teachers and
educational support staff of the
right to strike and the right to
bargain collectively with their
employer, the Liberals and
Conservatives have established
precedent that threatens the right
of every worker in Ontario.
Now the Ontario Legislature
has been prorogued while publid

PV Vancouver Bureau

Statement from the Ontario
Federation of Labour website

www.ofl.ca/index.php/campaigns/DemocraticRights
Facebook: www.facebook.com/events/489963847693178
Twitter Hashtag: #J26Rally

DEMAND GOOD JOBS, PUBLIC SERVICES
WORKER'S RIGHTS & RECALL THE LEGISLATURE

Saskatchewan Women’s
Forum 2013 in Saskatoon

If you are interested in women’s rights, in connecting \vith
individuals and organizations who have been working on wonen'’s
issues recently and through the decades, and in spending a weekend
learning, having fun, and moving a women'’s agenda forward ip our
province, then please set aside Friday, January 18 (evening) and
Saturday, January 19, 2013!

We are a coalition of women and organizations who have

>
-

Allan Gardens, Toronto
I:00 pm, Sat. Jan. 26, 2013

come

ﬂmmw
LABOUR

services and workers' rights arg together to plan a Saskatchewan Women’s Forum taking placq at the
continue to hang in limbo. nNTAHIu I_IBEHAI_ anVENTIHH Bessborough Hotel in Saskatoon. For too long, we have been having
However, with a provincial conversations in isolation from each other about the current cgntext
that women and women'’s organizations find themselves in. o we
. . y are creating this opportunity to collectively develop how we|can
WO rS e th an H ar r I S - O nt arl O S move forward on the issues that we care about.
" We are currently finalizing our program, which will be centgred
. = onwomen'’s stories and respectful of intergenerational, intercujtural
n eW SOCI al aSS I St an Ce Cut S and diverse experiences. If you are interested in attending, please
respond back to us <michelle.beveridge@oxfam.ca>,| tel.
: : . | 306.242.4097, and we will ensure you receive the program and
decided these small graces are toespecially at the office of Social . ; ;
By Jean Kenyon rich for Ontarians to sustain. As ofServices minister John Milloy, registration paqkage by mid-December. . . .
In the meantime, please save the date! And get in touch with us if

When Premier Mike Harris Dec. 31 the CSUMB will be gone whom activists have dubbed the
slashed welfare and froze disabilityand the Discretionary Benefit Minister of Misery. Many more
benefits in 1995, he subsequentlyapped. It means the municipalitiesictions are planned throughou
mitigated some of the worstwill getlessthan half ofthe moneyDecember.
impacts by introducing two newthe province used to provide Meanwhile a long-awaited
benefits in 1997. One was thethrough both benefits. They will review of social assistance was
Community Start-Up and have to either slash benefits to theompleted in October. Before the
Maintenance Benefit (CSUMB), poorest people or jack upinkwas evendry, Minister Milloy
which arecipient could access onceegressive property taxes, becausmld the media that Ontario
every two years for special housingnunicipalities aren’t allowed to couldn’t afford the recommended
needs, such asfirstand lastmonth’sin a deficit. meagre $100/month increase.
rent or getting disconnected Butthe peopleofOntarioarent Alliances are now forming

you would like to be part of the planning, to volunteer at the fqgrum
in any number of capacities, or have other ideas for us.

Registration is $50/person. (Please let us know if you arg in a
situation where you would only be able to attend with a reduced rate,
or conversely, if you are able and willing to donate money to assist
in covering a portion of registration for others.)

Sincerely, Michelle Beveridge and Katelyn Jones, Oxfam Canpada,
Saskatoon; Sue Delanoy, Elizabeth Fry Society, Saskatoon; Diane
Fletcher, Vadis Group, Saskatoon; Lori Hanson, U of S, Commpunity
Health and Epidemiology, Saskatoon; Laura Hopkins, Saskatoon
Women’s Community Coalition; Lori Johb, Saskatcheyan
Federation of Labour; Audra Krueger, U of S, Centre for the Study

utilities turned back on. The secondaking it lying down. Town halls between poverty activists and the

was a Discretionary Benefit for have been held around Ontaridabour movement, stinging from

welfare recipients, by which thewith speakers from Ontario McGuinty's assaults on public

municipality could dole out small Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP) sector bargaining rights and

amounts for adult dental work orand CUPE. Occupations of Liberalwages. Watch for much new

food hampers. MPPs’ offices have taken placemilitancy in Ontario’s streets in
Well, Grinch McGuinty has from Sudbury to Kitchener - the new yeam

of Co-ops, Saskatoon; Darla Leard, Canadian Labour Congfess,
Saskatoon; Barb Macpherson, YWCA Saskatoon; Adriane Ppavo,
Prairie Lily Feminist Society, Regina; Priscilla Settee, U of S,
Native Studies, Saskatoon; Lenore Swystun and Samantha|Mark,
Prairie Wild Consulting, Saskatoon; Laura Westman, Saskatoon;
Bernadette Wagner, Regirm.
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Still no solution to  Aboriginal housing crisis
In Manitoba af ter deliberate flooding

corporate governments are
rejecting this nation’s choice of
For one and a half years, mordocation to establish anew reserve.
than 2,000 members of the Lake The Manitoba NDP govern-
St. Martin First Nation have beenmentis making unilateral decisions
without homes and split up. Thewhere the First Nation must live
life of an entire nation is forever “temporarily.” The government f§#
damaged by imposed provincialeven secretly bought some neighf
flood control and federal bouring land, a location rejected "
government/corporate-causeds unsuitable by the First Nation
climate change. This is genocide Deliberate flooding since 1961
in Manitoba today. has made the First Nation’s lang '
Hundreds of children will uninhabitable, ending with the[ S§" | .
“celebrate” their second Christmasforced, emergency transfer of— e . —
without a real home, in hotels orpeople in 2011. Roughly the samé-2keé St. Martin Chief Adrian
essentially in aforeign land.  number of people are still SInclair speaking ata Nov. 26
The federal and provincial displaced from other First rallyattheLegislature. (Photo:

people make up about 7 per cent adhe eastern U.S., this was a major
the total spent to recover from theclimate catastrophe for our small
flood. Yet the federal governmentprovince of 1.2 million people.
cutthe allowances because it says The City of Winnipeg, other
the nation is in “recovery.” There communities and farmers
is no recovery, because no solutiomlownstream owe a great debt to
is in sight! the Lake St. Martin First Nation,
Atown of 2,000 non-Aboriginal yet public gratitude by these
people would be relocated anccommunities is lacking. One
rebuilt by now. Last year’'s SlaveWinnipeg City Councillor is
Lake, Alberta fire displaced 700 hesitating to express thanks and a
people. Three-quarters of privatewish for a solution because it might
homes are rebuilt; all apartmentsreate a “legal or financial
will be completed within another obligation” to the First Nation!
year. When 100,000 people lost This is plain cruelty and
their homes to the 1871 Chicagangratitude to people who sacrificed
fire, the large majority had newtheir homes and ancestral

By Darrell Rankin

governments have failed toNations after the historic 2011

respond in a meaningful way,Manitoba flood.

althoughthe scale of the disasteris Stephen Harper, Greg Selinger

Indigenous Peoples Solidarity

o homes in two years and the citthomeland. The labour movement
Movement-Winnipeg)

doubled in size by 1880. Ontarioand every group that supports
supplied forests of lumber. justice for Aboriginal peoples

monumental. To put this inand their corporate backers areach child $18.70 a day. Now, What is the hold-up now in clearly needs to step forward and

perspective, the Lake St. Martinresponsible for the gross injusticeOttawa will pay rent or hotel Manitoba?

demand a solution to this national

First Nation represents 1 out ofinstead, the Harper governmentisharges, as well as $3.20 a day in The 2011 flood never directly housing crisis, and soon.
604 people in Manitoba, or aboutaccusing members of the Lake Stiving allowances for children and touched most people in Manitoba, Enough is enough. Justice

1 of 272 Manitobans living outside Martin First Nation of “fraud” and
of Winnipeg.

the inequality of Aboriginal

$4 a day for adults.(Winnipeg yet governments are “ware-delayed is justice denied.

dropping people from evacuationFree Press, November 21, 2012)housing” the unresolved problem (Darrell Rankinis the Manitoba
It is another stark example oflists to cover up its racist inaction.Try to eat on that!

of displaced Aboriginal peoples.leader of the Communist Party of

The federalgovernmentalsocut Evacuee costs for Aboriginal Compared to Hurricane Sandy inCanada.)e

peoples in Canada. Rather thaits meagre evacuation allowances
respect the treaty signed with theon November 1. “Before, each adult

Lake St. Martin First Nation, pro- evacuee received $23.40 a day and

Child poverty still
high in B.C.

poverty rate.
“We want the parties to heed
With the May 2013 provincial the overwhelming evidence that

PV Vancouver Bureau

election looming, one of British high poverty rates are already
Columbia’s leading anti-poverty costing us more in health care,

groups hasissued astinging “Childhe criminal justice system,
Poverty Report Card”. Releasedemedial education and lost
by First Call, the BC partner in productivity thanitwouldto close
Campaign 2000, the report showshe poverty gap in BC,” said First
that British Columbia remains Call chairperson Cheryl Mixon.

near the bottom in most Key findings in the report

measurements of poverty. It alsdnclude:

shows a growing gap betweert BC had an overall poverty rate

families at the top and the bottomof 15.5 percentin 2010, the worst
rate of any province in Canada

of the income scale.
While BC's child poverty rate using the before-tax low income

dropped to 14.3 percent in 2010¢ut-offs of Statistics Canada as

only Manitoba had aworse recordthe measure of poverty.

The Canadian average was 13.7 BC had the worst poverty rate
percent, according to the latesait 11.6 percent of any province
figures from Statistics Canada. for children living in two-parent

The number of poor children families.
was 119,000, or about one offIn 2010, 43 percent of the poor
every seven BC children. Aboutchildren in BC lived in families
two-thirds, or 80,000, of thesewith at least one adult working
children lived in the Greater full-time, full-year, exposing the
Vancouver region. problem of low-wage jobs.

BC also had the most unequal Most poor families with
distribution ofincome among rich children live many thousands of
and poor families with children. dollars below the poverty line.
The ratio of the average incomed?oor two-parent families had
of the richest ten percentincomes $13,800 below the
compared to the poorest terpoverty line on average.
percent was the worst of any The Report Card makes 15
province at 13.8 to one. policy recommendations,

“Poverty robs children of their including: increasing and
potential, and increases ill healthindexing the minimum wage,
High rates of income inequality welfare rates and child tax
are knownto produce higher leveldenefits; enhancing Employment
of infant mortality, crime, mental Insurance benefits and eligibility;
illness, addictions, obesity, anduniversal access to high-quality,
lower levels of education andaffordable child care; and
social mobility and trust. Thisis aimproving the affordability of
recipe for a very sick society, post-secondary education.
unless we turn this around,” said The Campaign 2000 network
Dr. John Millar of the Public marks the anniversary every
Health Association of BC.

First Call is asking all the House of Commonstoworkto
provincial parties to adopt end child poverty by the year2000.
platforms including policies to  For more information, visit
reduce British Columbia’s high www.firstcallbc.org. @

Ontario Communists
welcome Rob Ford’ s removal

The Communist Party of Canadacuts in January. But we need tgrogressive municipal platform
(Ontario) welcomes the Ontariokeep up the mobilization becauseand put forward a slate of
Superior Court’s order for Rob Fordthe right-wing majority on Council candidates who will fight for itand
to vacate the mayoralty of Torontoand the corporate interests whavin in the 2014 civic election.
because of his failure to excuséankrolled Ford’s election wont The Communist Party of
himself on conflict-of-interest rest. They could find someone els&€€anada (Ontario) calls on the
grounds from a council debatetodotheirbidding, withmore graceprovincial and federal
triggered by his abuse of office toand less Gravy.” governments to end the chronic

enefit a charity named after Rowley had characterized thefinancial crisis in Toronto and
himself. The Party supports a by+ord administration as one whereother municipalities by providing
election to replace Ford, and callsthe public is not welcome” when cities with a new financial deal,
for the movementfighting the right- she was removed from City Hallincluding:
wing policies and forces behindfor merely suggesting budget* provide adequate funding

Rob Ford to keep mobilizing,
otherwise his agenda could continu
under a different face.

Party Leader Liz Rowley
explained that “Rob Ford had
campaigned on ending “the grav
train’, but when he took office |
Torontonians saw that in reality
this meant lay-offs, contracting out,
cutting services, and charging stee|
fees for services the public need t--'.-
and wants. It's the corporation
who backed Ford who are on s &
“gravy train’ of enjoying record b

of ratepayers and tenants who a

through statutory transfers to
Toronto and all municipalities,
enabling cities to provide the array
of municipal services necessaryin
the 21st century.

* stop the firesale of municipal
land and assets, including public
housing, schools, and parks; and
reverse user fees.

* upload the Harris download and
rescind balanced budget
legislation.

* fund the capital and operating
costs of the TTC and municipal
transit systems; reduce fares and
increase ridership.

* transfer 50% of gas and road

November of the 1989 pledge by

profits, record low taxes, and
municipal services at the expens f |
F".

paying more and more, and gettin . : user to municipalities.
less and less. They're alsébv photo by Ed Bil * collect unpaid and deferred
salivating at the prospects of moreommittee hearings be extendedorporate taxes, and introduce
privatization of city services andby one day to allow for all 348 progressive tax policies based on
assets under the right-wingregistered deputants to have theiability to pay.
majority at City Hall. democratic say. * remove education from the
“Ford’s own exploitation ofhis  As she said, “Rob Ford and theproperty tax, cut property taxes in
office for his family’s benefit and right-wing agenda he represent$alf, and fund education through
his personal causes, as well as hisere going after our libraries, provincial general revenues
contempt for democracy, for therecreation centres, seniors’ homes; develop a provincial and federal
public and the public interest, andHIV/AIDS programs, school affordable housing plan and enact
for the high office of Mayor of the nutrition programs, three of ourrent controls.
sixth largest government in thechild care centres, three of ourfintroduce a provincial system of
country, by being absent duringhomeless centres, theatres, andniversally accessible affordable
Council meetings to coach footballzoos, but his removal does notuality public child care.
games amongst many othemean they are stopping. We need give cities status in the
transgressions, shows he waw showwe rejectthis agendanowConstitution; and protect local
making a new Gravy Train all by under any face new or old.” autonomy and democracy.
himself and has no respect for the Theonlyreal guaranteethatthe The  Party’s  10-point
people of Toronto. Fords and co. will be side-lined isprescription for a People’s
“Congratulations are in order tothrough the building of a strongRecovery, and its alternative to
the Stop Cuts Coalition and otherand progressive civic reformthe austerity policies, is online at
who have had success in stoppingnovement that can unite all thosevww.ontariocpc.ca/10-point-
his agenda, such as the ‘lifeboatforces now fighting the right-wing prescription-for-a-peoples-
motion to moderate some of theagenda at City Hall, to develop arecoverye
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EDIT ORIALS

WE
DOUBLED THE
SETTLEMENTS' BUDGET
BECALSE WE CAN!

N& ONE CAN STOP

heroic resistance against the Israeli aggression which killed 4o
140 residents of Gaza. The threat of an IDF ground invasion|was

blocked, thanks to the courage of the people of Gaza, and powerfil =% ) B
L - - i ’ §-2 b = sk
protests across the world, even inside Israel. This was followdgd kﬁ iy 4 1 - AT, e i
the historic vote of the United Nations General Assembly to gfani B Rt y !
Palestine “observer state” status, a major step towards| fufl 5 e T B e
international recognition and self-determination of the Palestiian: 'ﬁ' _i.":,',".- \m ) —_— T
. . .. . . . 1 ¥ LD - - LB ]
people. This was more than a symbolic decision, since it givep thet R ETRITY L (- E
Palestinians access to new legal and diplomatic tools to hel I L_- Ehely “'-Er‘, Sl .',1‘.'1 . :....:i_l:ﬁ
achieve their goal of full statehood. ' —— v B a8 = =, m:,.‘“.“u‘ Amannd
For Canadians, the bad news is that our Tory governmen hdS"_""""""f-_ ! | g F e Xl ;i 1 g

again shown its vicious hatred of the Palestinians. Canada, thelU.$s &
the Czech Republic and Israel were isolated in voting against the .
General Assembly resolution. (Ironically they were joined by

g i e Beel o ke W S0 s me s
L f % - : .
v 5 [sreran rePoRT: www.sABRAH.BIZ i

A —
Foreign Minister John Baird was greeted with silence whef h
urged the General Assembly to vote against Palestine. Buf that
matters little compared to the praise of Benjamin Netanyahu,
immediately thanked Stephen Harper for backing the apart
occupation of Palestinian territories. This “special relationsHip”

Letters to the Editor
was seen again when Canada failed to criticise the latest illegal

eXpanSion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank. yArticle gives Wrong impression Of Iran regime

The day is coming when Palestine will be free. The best solidgrit

Canadians can provide is to demand that the Harper Tories apd all . . . : .
parties in Parliament join the rest of the world in recognizing the Re. the article by Eric Wallberg it goes on to portray the Islamiceven democrats who challenge its

S . - inthe Nov 1-15issue of P¥Dther Republic in a very positive light policies.

legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. Voices, “Canada’s Toxic Spill of and characterizesitas democratic. For the last decade or so, while
. Anti-Native Racism) on the visit In truth the Iranian governmentthe people of Iran struggle under
REfleCt|ng ona tumUItUOUS year of Native leaders to Iran tois based on the profoundlyimmense economichardships,the

publicize the exploitation and undemocratic principle of theregime has been spending

As 2012 comes to an end, revolutionary and progressive actlvisgiscrimination Native people facevilayet-e-fagit(the vice-regent of incredible amounts of money
have much to reflect upon. This was the fourth full calendar yepr a this country. God on earth) who appointed by autside of Iran on individuals,
the global economic crisis which erupted in the fall of 2008, pnd Wwhile the article provides group of fellow mullahs and is theorganizations [so-called charity
there is no end on the horizon for 2013. Everywhere in|thexcellent information about the supreme authority of the land everfoundations] and media outlets to
“developed” capitalist world, austerity is the only item on the meniplight of the indigenous populationover above the elected Parliamentistort the vision of the struggle of
for the corporate elite and their parties, including social demodatig Canada, and rightfully criticizes The regime discriminates againsthe people in Iran against the
politicians who were elected on platforms to defend worKingthe Harper government’s hostilewomen, persecutes trade unionisteegime. And so, a lot of leftand the

ol
&

people. ) ) ) attitude toward Iran which has notand imprisons, tortures and killsso-called progressive forces have
~ This was also a year in which the US-dominated NATOdone anything harmful to Canadacommunists, progressives andoined that league of “the enemy
imperialists and their local supporters ramped up efforts to sabgtage of my enemy is my friend”.

the “Arab Spring.” Terrified by the popular mobilizations acrossfthe As communists, our main focus

) [ ] L]
Arab world to demand better pay and working conditions, sqcial Stop the prlvatlzatlon Of should be to oppose a possible

equality, and democratic freedoms, the ruling classes are willipg to attack on Iran by Israel, expose
use every weapon at their disposal to divide the peoples and fan Canada Post imperialism’s aims for the country
bloody civil conflicts, such as the current attempt to overthrow the and the region and call for lifting
government of Syria. _ Canada Post was founded irlikely to have less secure and partwestern sanctions againstitwhich
Notleast, 2012 saw the spread of environmental catastrophgs apgs7 and has since become a vitaime employment, while many jobshave caused tremendous hardships
climate change, arising from greenhouse gas emissions whigh a§grice to all Canadians, deliveringwill be eliminated entirely, for the Iranian people.
the result of unchecked capitalist expansion. It is obvious thaf oo million items to 14 million exacerbating the rising income At the same time we stand to
planet’s future cannot be left to the whims of an economic sy$telqqresses everyday, andnequality in Canada. lose our credibility as communists
driven solely by the quest for maximum corporate profits. employing over 70,000 full and Countries that have privatizedif we do not stand against the
The recent meeting of Communistand Workers’ partiesin B“iruﬁart-time employees. their postal service havemercilessoppressionofthe Iranian
(see pages 6 & 7) showed that there is a people’s alternative fo thepowever, Canada Postis undeexperienced significant people who struggle for democracy
austerity agenda. However, the working class and its allies myst hgreat  from the Harper repercussions, with the workersand social justice at the hands of
prepared to fight for fundamental social change to halt the slidg int@ oyernment's attack on publicand the general public forced tdits Islamic government.
poverty, ecological collapse, fascism and war. This will be &ector workers and unions, withendure the burden. More than
difficult and complex battle against a ruthless enemy, but BS @e Conservatives continuing thel 6,000 well-paid jobs were
famous revolutionary once warned, the only options for our WJrIq)ush for privatization. eliminated in Sweden between
are socialism or barbarism. In the 1980s and the 1990s1993 and 2005, with only a(Editor's Note: Articles under the
1500 public post offices weremeager 2,000 jobs created as @ther Voices” label present
closed, the services offered beingesult of the privatization. valuableinformation and analysis

PEOPLE'S VO’CE taken over by multinational Additionally, postage rates forto our readers, but do not

corporations that do not serve themall business and the publinecessarily reflectthe full editorial

Kamal, CPC member,
Davenport Club, Toronto
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The deadly price of cheap clothes

by Julhas Alam, Morning human beir)gs,” said Na_zmatold Work_ers to get back_to work. supplier's contractwasterminatedji_rector of the Centre for Poli_cy
Star (UK) ’ Akhter, president of Combined SpeakingtoDhakalBaily Star two days after the fire. Dialogue - Bangladesh’s leading
Garment Workers Federation, inthe managing director of Tazreen Many global buyers have beenndependent think tank - said that
Clothing is king in Bangladesh, the aftermath of the fire that killed Fashions said: “I'm concerned thaipressing Bangladesh to allowWestern buyers “talk about ethical
a country that exports morell2 people on Nov. 24 at a factorymy business with them (West) will garment factories to form tradebuying and ethical sourcing, but
garments than any other inthe worldhat made T-shirts and polo shirtde hampered,” but typically thereunions, but the government andvhen it comes to price they refuse
except China. It is responsible forfor Wal-Mart. “Is there anybody was no concern for the victims orindustry have resisted. to offer a good rate.”
four outofeveryfive exportdollarsto really pay any heed to ourtheir families. Earlier in November, senior PhilRobertson, deputy director
and has turned factory owners intavords?” Bangladesh garment industryexecutives from more than twoof Human Rights Watch-Asia,
members of parliamentand leaders Garment-factory fires in earns $20 billion a year whichdozen global clothing brands andolames a “nexus of influence”
of sports clubs. Bangladesh have claimed moreamounts to 80 per cent of its totaketailers visited Bangladesh in abetween senior government
That power has been turnedhan 300 deaths in the last sixexport earnings and making it abid to forge long-term agreementofficials and factory owners that
against the workers in thoseyears. The Nov. 24 fire - by far themajor contributor to country’s to source garments from its“allowsimpunitytoflourish.” Until
factories, especially those whodeadliest - has finally drawn $110 billion GDP. factories. In September, Karl-that changes, he said, government
complain about poor working international attention to dubious In 1982 the country had 47 Johan Persson, chief executive ofows to improve safety should be
conditions and pay that can be leskbour practices at atime when thgarment factories, in 1985 587 the Swedish retail chain H&M, treated with scepticism.
than $40 a month. They are barregovernmentis trying to encourageand now 4,000. visited Bangladesh and said his “Six months or eight months
by law from forming trade unions Western investment. The factory owners are a2,600-store group would increasedown the road, if history is any
and the Industrial Police deals The Tazreen Fashions factorypolitically and economically its business relationship with theindication, we will have another
ruthlessly with unrestinfactories-had no emergency exit, andpowerful group, but the principal country. factory fire, and more workers will
it has been accused of murderingvorkers trying to flee found the reason for their success is cheap Mustafizur Rahman, executivebe killed,” he addeda
union organiser Aminul Islam in main  exit locked. Fire labour. Violentprotestbyworkers
April 2012. extinguishers were left unusedearly this year led to the doubling
“The owners must treat theeither because they didn'twork orof the minimum wage to $38 a  “Some of the world’ s lowest wages”
workers with respect. They shouldworkers didn’t know how to use month. World Bank figures show
care about their lives and theythem. One survivor said that afterper capita income in 2011 to be The Institute for Global Labour and Human Rights (IGLHR)
must keep in mind that they arethe fire alarm went off managers$64 a month. documents the abuses committed by transnational corporations
On Nov. 27 Bangladesh held a producing goods in the developing world. Here are some of the
day of mourning forthe dead. “I've IGLHR findings about conditions at the Tazreen Fashion Factory in
lost my son and the only member the Ashulia district of Bangladesh.
to earn for the family,” said Nilufar  * Wages are some of the world’s lowestelpers earn 18 cents an
Khatoon, the mother of a worker hour ($8.44 a week for 48 hours). Junior sewing operators earn 21-
who died. “What shall | do now?” 22 cents an hour ($9.85 to $10.69 a week). Senior sewing operators
On the same day, about 2,000 earn 23-26 cents an hour ($11.26 to $12.66 a week).
members of 14 labour * Workweeks average 72 to 81 hourdNorkers get two days off
organisations held arallyin central each month. Overtime is mandatory. Complainers are fired.
Dhaka where leaders accused the* Physical abuse is commorSupervisors curse, slap and punch
government of neglecting the rights female workers for sewing errors or staying in the bathroom too long.
of garment workers. * Maternity leave is denied.So is sick leave. Workers arriving late
A Walmart spokesperson said three times for any reasons are automatically fired.
the Tazreen factory was making * Workdays run from 8 am to 8 pm, with an hour for lunch.
clothes for the retail giant without * Tazreen was authorized to build athree-story factory. It builta nine-
its knowledge. It had received an story facility. No one in government objected. Safety precautions
audit deeming the factory “high were ignoredFew fire extinguishers were available.
: risk” last year and had decided to * On November 24fjre began on Tazreen’s ground floorUpper
The tragic Tazreen Fashions fire has been followed by huge stop doing business with Tazreen, floor workers were trapped. At least 112 died, another 150 were
protests againstthe terrible working conditions inthe Bangladesh  but a supplier subcontracted work injured. Containing the blaze took hous.

textile industry. to the factory anyway. That

WEDY announces 18th W orld Festival of Youth & S tudent s
From Rebel Youth Sy and Libya, the danger ofelminated titon fess i public

From Nov. 8-12, interventioninlIran,the US backeduniversities, joined regional

representatives from more than 4@ampaign against the DPR Koreaprogressive trading partnerships
different youth and studentcontinued occupations ofrefused to participate in any
organizations descended on QuitoAfghanistan, Western Saharajnternational meeting that Cuba i
Ecuador for a General CouncilPalestine and Iraq. not invited to, and is currently
meeting of the World Federation The Young Communist Leagueshielding Wikileaks’ Julian Assange
of Democratic Youth (WFDY). of Canada’s representative to thérom extraditiontothe United States
The main task of the meeting wasGeneral Councilwas Drew Garvie. The Young Communists of
to examine a proposal that made “The political choice to have Ecuador proposed the hosting o
Ecuador the host of the next Worldthe meeting in Latin America wasthe 18th World Festival of Youth
Festival of Youth and Students. a powerful one,” Garvie said. and Studentsin Ecuador in order t¢
Progressive and Communist‘While capitalistgovernments arehelp “strengthen and radicalize the_— L .
organizations were representedringing in austerity policies to national democratic revolution”. D€legates at the November WFDY meeting in Quito. (Photo:
from a geographically diversemake the people pay for capitalisSeveral government officials, Drew Garvie)
range of countries such as Greecerisis around the world, theincludingthe Governorofimbabura
Portugal, the United States,struggleinLatin Americaisgiving province, a cabinet Minister of theParticipation, greeted the WFDY the meeting was one of enthusiasm
Canada, Mexico, Venezuelarise to progressive policies and @AlIS coalition, and representativesneetings. start mobilizing to build the
Cuba, Brazil, Western Saharaprocess thatis uniting the continenfrom the Secretariat of the People, The Ecuadorian delegation had-estival movementback home. We
Syria, Egypt, Palestine, Vietnam,againstimperialism.” Social Movements and Citizensproposed to mobilize ten thousandknow that the 18th WFYS comes
India, Angola and Eritrea. Ecuador is starting to youth from Ecuador atanimportantpoliticaltime, when
The meeting coincided withthebecome a leading and invite ten thousand more and more youth are taking to
sixty-fifth anniversary of the youth protagonist in this |: international delegates the streets and starting to look for
organization. WFDY was foundedtransition away from to participate inthe 18th an alternative to the war, crisis and
in 1947 as a product of the anti-over a century of WFYS. After hearinga environmental destructioninherent
fascist struggles of the period, withdomination by United comprehensive incapitalism.”
its mandate being to unite youthStates monopoly presentation, which “Several delegates were very
for peace and againstimperialismcapitalism. President included a political interested in the recent student
Sixty-five years later, WFDY Rafael Correa and his report and logistical strikes in Québec,” said Garvie.
reiterated its anti-imperialist stance‘PAIS” coalition were details, the The Young CommunistLeague of
inthe political resolutionamendedelected in 2006 after international delegates Canada’s intervention to the
and adopted unanimously: “Ourseveral years of adopted the proposalmeeting noted that sharing
choice, to stand for the needs anchobilization by unanimously. struggles like the victory of the
interests of the youth, derives fromindigenous and anti- | # Garvie was Québec students is important at
our founding principle: to struggle neoliberal forces. Since |/: optimistic about the this time. “Of course, we see the
againstimperialism”. then, Ecuador has kicked * potential of organizing World Festival of Youth and
WFDY and its members out a US military base F———==m - for the upcoming Students as an excellent venue to
dedicated themselves to fightingfromitsterritory, writen The Young Communist League of Ecuador will festival: “The come together and share our
against imperialism’s increaseda constitution that help to host the 18th World Festival of Youthand  overwhelming feeling struggles, and build the necessary
aggressiveness, such as thicludes the right to the Students in 2013. ofthe delegates leaving unity for the struggles ahea®”

s
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The Beirut Declaration

The meeting, follows the massive unemployment, of variousinternationalagenciesandy the thirteenth International Consideringthe capitalist crisis
extraordinary meeting which wasprivatization and destruction of organizations, and in particular theMeeting of Communist and and its consequences, the
held in the Arab region, in Syriasocial functions of States, thelMF, World Bank,andthe EuropeanWorkers’ Parties, held in international experiencesfromthe
2009, about Palestine withinathregrivatization of nearly all the Union with a view to safeguard theDecember 2011 in Athens. socialist construction prove the
year period, and constitutes a nevgectors of the economy and areagower of Big Capital. In order to The confrontation with superiority of socialism. We
opportunity forthe Communistandof social life. This anti-social guaranteeitsinterestsandobjectivesmperialism  dictates the underline our solidarity with the
Workers’ Parties to express theiffensive is accompanied by anin addition to further developing its strengthening of cooperation andeoples who struggle for socialism
continued solidarity aggression and insolentsolidarity of our Parties and theand are involved in the
and support for the This Declaration was adopted by the 14th meetirigterventions in the definition of our common goals construction of socialism.
struggle oftheworking of the International Communist and Workers'countries of the world, and guidelines of struggle on the Basedonallthe above, we stress
class and the populaparties (IMCWP), held in Beirut, Nov. 22-25, undethe global capitalist one hand, and the convergenthe need to focus on the following
_strugglesandupnsmg:the banner: “Strengthen the struggles againsrteg'me is adamant on action vv_|th the various antl—iomt actions:
in th_e Ara_b Coum“.esescalatingimperialistaggressiveness,forsatisfyi ging war on _the imperialist f(_)rces_and mass Struggllng to co_nf_ront the new
against imperialist les’ L ic-democratic rights an ernational working movements, including unions,plans of imperialism on the
aggressions and bigpeo.p €s socio-economic ? ocratic Tignts anfjaqg and their women, youth and intellectual military, political, economic and
capital and for @Spirations, for socialism.” The meeting Wagepresentatives, throughorganizations, on the other hand.social levels in order to prevent it
democratic change. attended by 84 delegates, representing 60 parti§Syariety of measures In Latin America, the anti- from controlling the world and

The discussions from 44 countries from five continents. See pageidcluding: imperialist forces, the trade uniondestroying it.
which took place for a report by Kimball Cariou, who represented A denial of the basic and othersocialmovements continué Rallying for removal of NATO
during the meeting,the Communist Party of Canada in Beirut. human righttowork, and their struggles for people’s rightsmilitary bases and the right of
contributed to the the associated gainsand against imperialism. Thesewithdrawal from the imperialist
exchange of views regardingunprecedented offensive againsachieved by the working class. struggles, that are the target of alliances.
unfolding developments the democratic, national and- A global ideological and media counter-offensive of imperialism, * Expressing class solidarity with
worldwide and to agreement onecological rights of the peoples. offensive aiming to restrain theled, in some cases, to the emergenead providing support to strengthen
the development of common and In particular, the attack againstworkers and people struggles an@f governments that declarethe working class and popular
convergentactions aiming to effecthe labour, economic and sociapersecute allthe social and politicathemselves programmatically instruggles in the capitalist countries
a revolutionary struggle for rights of women has sharpenedforces that struggle againstdefense of national sovereignty anégainst the policies that put further
socialism. provoking a brutal worsening inimperialism, especially the ofsocialrights, for the developmentburdens on people and for winning

The 14th meeting of the the conditions oflife bothin public Communistand Workers’ Parties.and protection of their natural benefitsforimprovingthelivelihoods
International Communist andand private fields. Addressing and Concerted efforts and actions irresources and biodiversity,of the workers and peoples effecting
Workers’ Parties (IMCWP) re- defeating thisaggressionis crucialyiolation of all that is included in considering that they give newrevolutionary change.
asserted its earlier statementsissudmbcause the struggle for the realhe UN charter and in theimpetustoantiimperialistic struggle.* Reassertinginternational solidarity
during previous meetings betweerequality of women is a vital partin “Universal Declaration of Human  Thisuniversal confrontation alsowith democratic popular movements
2008 and 2011 regarding thethe struggle against capitalism. Rights”, which have been formeddictates the organization of theanduprisingsintheface of occupation
capitalist crisis of capital Secondly, it should be stressedn conditions of a different working people in the workplaceand oppressive regimes; and the
overproduction and over-that the reassertion of Barackcorrelation of forces thanks totheand the trade unions, theadamant rejection of imperialist
accumulation, the root of which liesObama in the UN, where he stategiresence of the Soviet Union andstrengthening of the class orientedhtervention in these countries.
in the sharpening of the mainthat his country will not the other socialist countries. movement the promotion of the* Confronting anti-communist
contradictions between capital andwithdraw” fromthe world, agrees  Fifthly, in the context of this alliance of the working class with laws, measures and persecution;
labour, which continued to deeperwith the program approved byoverreaching, globalimperialisticthe oppressed popular strata, theaging an ideological struggle
and intensify. The different NATO at its latest Chicago aggression, attention must be paithtensification of the struggle of theagainst the revision of history, for
bourgeois versions for thesummit, effectively implying an to the manner in which it is international working class and thereasserting the contribution of the
managementofthe crisis have failedhcreased military imperialist manifesting itself through the peoples of the world. In order tocommunist and labour movement
to bring it under control; all of them intervention throughout the world project of “the New Middle East” impede the anti- people measures human history.
have the same barbaric effects founder the slogan of “smartwhich aims at re-dividing the and promote goals of struggle that Condemning the US blockade
the people’s rights. The imperialistdefence”. This includes launchingregion and its people into ethnicmeet the contemporary people’of Cuba and supporting Cuba’s
reactiontothe crisis is being markedhe first phase of “missile shield” and religious groups, constantlyneeds, demands a counter attaciktruggle for its immediate lifting.
by a multifaceted offensive of or “star wars” in Europe and thefighting each other. This in turnfor anti- monopoly and anti- Strengthening the campaigns for
imperialism against the social,global anti-missile shield program,allows the appropriation of theimperialist ruptures for the the release and return of the five
economic, democratic and nationatlirect military intervention in natural resources found in thisoverthrow of capitalism. Cuban patriots to Cuba.
rights of the peoples, an offensive_ibya, threats against Iran and DPRegion and particularly the oiland The ideological struggle of the * Condemning the ongoing atrocities
thataimsto destroy the achievementsf Korea, increased military gas resources. The military warscommunist movement is of vital perpetuated by the Israelioccupying
won by the workers’ and people’sactivity, aggressions andand occupation of Afghanistan,importance in order to defend andorces againstthe Palestinian people,
struggles during the 20th centuryprovocations in the Middle East,Iraq and Libya, and of the Israelidevelop scientific socialism, to supporting their right in resisting
and to intensify the level of the Asia Pacific zone andaggressions on Lebanon andepulse contemporary anti-occupation, and building their
exploitation and oppression. throughout the African continent, against the people of Palestine areommunism, to confront bourgeoisindependent state, Jerusalem as a

This fact, in combination with intensified imperialistic militarism an inseparable part of theideology, and all alientendenciescapital, and strengthening the
the increased aggression ofn Latin America and the imperialistic “Big Middle East” anti-scientific theories and campaign for the immediate lifting
imperialism and the expansion ofCaribbean. The intensification of project. In addition, itis within the opportunist currents which rejectof the blockade against Gaza and
theimperialistwars, the realignmentsostility and the blockade againsttontext of this project that recentthe class struggle; and combat théor the Right of Return.
in the international correlation of Cuba continues, as well as thalevelopments should be analyzedole of social democratic forces* Promoting the international front
forceswhere the relative weakeningplots against Venezuela. including: 1. The escalation in thethat defend and implement anti-against imperialism and the
of the position of the USA co-exists  Thirdly, this campaign of rate of the USA and Europeanpeople and pro-imperialist policiessupport for the international anti-
with the growing economic and military aggressionisaccompaniedJnion imperialist threats of by supporting the strategy of capitaimperialist mass organizations, the
political power of several countries,by insolent and public political military intervention in Iran, and and imperialism. The World Federation of Trade Unions
raises a group of issues whichnterventions in the affairs of mostagainst Syria, taking advantage otinderstanding of the unified (WFTU), the World Peace Council
indicate thatthe worldis, once againcountries worldwide. These bothviolentactsbeing perpetuate¢haracter of the duties of the(WPC), the World Federation of
at a critical and dangerous junctiorninterventions are manifested by theagainst civilians and relying onstruggle for social, national andDemocratic Youth (WFDY), and
where contradictions anduse of capitalandinfluence in ordetthe forces which are supported byclass emancipation, for the distincthe Women’s International
competition are intensifying, andto distort and falsify the will of the the imperialists, 2. the continuedpromotion of the socialist Democratic Federation (WIDF),
where great dangers coexist wittpeople, in order to manipulate,efforts to control the path of thealternative requires the ideologicalin the specific framework of every
real opportunities for the intimidate and prevent theuprisings which have occurredcounteroffensive ofthe communistcountry.
development of the workers andrepresentatives chosen by thever the past two years in severainovement. Beirut, Nov. 25, 2018
peoples’ struggle. people from reaching power. of the Arab countries and, in

In this regard, it is useful to  Imperialistforces do not hesitateparticular, Egypt and Tunisia,| &
pose the question: how does thé&om employing the worst tools in through the use of sectarianis
universal, increased, imperialistordertoreachtheirgoals, includingracism and prejudice as well as th
aggression manifest itself, organizingterroristattacks, military forever-obliging petro-dollars of
militarily, politically, econ- coups,allyingthemselveswith neo-all Arabian Gulf regimes.
omically and socially and what fascist powers, promoting political These developments, and thei
forms does it take? - religious powers, and the variougpotential consequences, exef

Firstly, imperialismis pursuing counter-revolutionary forces of pressure on the working class an{#=%
an offensive that aims at large-different ideological backgrounds Communist and Workers’ partiesf &+
scale destruction of economic,- all for the sake of exertingto carry out their historic
social, political, cultural and imperialist control throughout the responsibilities of confronting the | S
national rights, and aregression irplanet, by redrawing borders anctapitalist system and imperialist
the correlation of forces even moregearranging sectoral marketsaggression. This confrontation
in favour of capital and againstespecially the energy market withwhich must take place in differen
labour. Massive operations ardts oil and gas resources andountries separately, and on th
under way to further concentratetransportation routes. international level, is necessary i
and centralize capital. Atthe same Fourthly, this military aggression order to conquer anti-monopolis
time far reaching attacks arecampaign is also accompanied bynd anti-imperialist ruptures andThe 14th IMCWP meeting came just after the Israeli aggression
launched against social and labouthe intensification of aggressivenessachievements, and succeed imagainst Gaza. Delegates held arally and news conference at UN
rights, with massive cuts in salariessuch as employing the full resourceduilding socialism, as specifiedHouse in Beirut, to protest the criminal Israeli attack.




7 o PEFOPLE’S VOICE e DECEMBER 1-31, 2012

Historic meeting of Communist s in Belrut

of capitalist economies, especiallycountries, the Communists areanger into forms of so-calledconference to condemn the
the crisis of overproduction which fighting for immediate measures“political Islam”, for example the bombing of Gaza. There was a
For the first time, this year's is at the root of the “boom-bust” to defend working people, while Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. large turnout by local media and
International Meeting of cycle of the system, leading toalsowarning thatsocialdemocraticSuch ideologies, the delegatedy Al-Jazeera, which reported the
Communist and Workers’ Partiesconstant inter-imperialistrivalries parties have usually abandone@greed, are areactionary diversioprotest on its website.
(IMCWP) took place in an Arab and intensified exploitation of the anti-austerity platforms uponfrom genuinely revolutionary Following two days of
country. Delegates representingvorking class. taking office. struggles for working class presentations, the meeting
sixty parties from five continents  In nearly every major capitalist A second theme of the Beirutinterests. concluded on Nov. 25 with a
took partin the 14th IMCWP, held country, the crisis which eruptedmeeting concerned developments This has been seen clearly iplenary to consider a final
Nov. 22-25 in Beirut, Lebanon. in 2008 has continued.in the Middle East and the Arabcountries such as Libya and Syriastatement (see page 6 for full text).
The event was hosted by thdJnemployment levels are againworld: how to understand thewhere legitimate popular Several concrete proposals were
Lebanese Communist Party, whichrising, living conditions are falling, origins of the “Arab Spring”, and discontent around certainmade to strengthenthe initial draft,
draws its members from all of theand austerity policies are beinghow to ensure that these populaproblems was channelled intobut much of the discussion focused
country’s cultural and religious implemented ruthlessly, especiallyuprisings win real gains for reactionary alternatives. The resulbn the complex and critical issues
communities. The LCP was anin the European region. Atthe democracy and working classwas the imperialist-backedof how to resist imperialist
important force in popular same time, working class andrights. overthrow of the Gadaffi interventions in the region.
resistance against past Israelpopular resistance to austerity There was a broad consensugovernment in Libya, and the With consensus reached onthe
invasions, and its members tak&eeps growing. On Nov. 14, justaamong the delegates that theurrent attempt by outside forcedinal wording, delegates went by
great pride in their military and week before the IMCWRP uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt,to topple the secular-orientedbus to Batroun, a historic town
political role in helping to drive the convened, general strikes shookvhich helped spark wider popularAssad government of Syria. Therenorth of Beirut where a new office
aggressors from their homeland. six European countries, andmovements, were based in thevas strong agreement by theofthe Lebanese Communist Party
Large areas of Beirut have beemlemonstrations against austerityanger of working people againsiMCWP that communists will was being opened. We packed the
rebuilt after the devastating civil were held in many more (see pagenemployment, inflation, falling continue to condemn thebuilding together with local
wars of 1975-1991 and 2005.12). In Latin America, the left and living standards, lack of humanintervention against Syria by members and supporters, and the
Some of the city’s historic mosquesprogressive forces have madeights, and the widening gapimperialist powers and the Gulfparty’s general secretary, Dr.
and churches still remain, not farimportant gains in recent years. between rich and poor. Thesestates, at the same time as helpinghaled Hadadah, gave a powerful
from the Hamra neighbourhood Many of the contributions in uprisings were not the result ofto build genuine popular strugglesspeech, thanking those who helped
where the IMCWP delegates meBeirut revolved around a crucial“conspiracies,” as some havefor political freedoms and make the new office a reality, and
atthe Hotel Commodore. Many ofquestion: how to transform protestsuggested. But imperialism andmproved living standards. outlining the work of the LCP in
us arrived a day early, and took against austerity into a powerfulthe regional capitalist elites - such  Since the IMCWP convenedthe current conditions.
few hours to explore nearbymovementfor fundamental socialas the rulers of Saudi Arabia andust as the latest Israeli aggression Possible venues for the 15th

By Kimball Cariou

neighbourhoods with very change, and for socialism? Ther¢he Gulf states - have had somagainst Gazawas ending, solidarityMCWP are still being

differentdemographics, from poorare no easy answers, but in mostuccess in redirecting populamwith the Palestinian people was aonsidered, taking into account
to wealthy. Beirut’s reputation as third major theme. The delegateshe need for geographic diversity
a financial centre is seen with - strongly condemned the attack®f this important annual event.
gleaming bank buildings, casinos by lIsrael, and its refusal toThe Working Group is expected

negotiate a peace agreementwhicto announce the date and location
would end its “settlement” policies for the 2013 meeting early in the
and allow the establishment of anew year.
viable Palestinian state within the (People’s Voice editor Kimball
pre-1967 borders. Cariou represented the
On the first full day of the Communist Party of Canada at
meeting, delegates adjourned irthe Beirut meeting. Readers can
mid-afternoon to travel by bus tofind the Final Statement and
United Nations House in centralcontributions by most parties at
Beirut, for a rally and news http://solidnet.org.p»

and upscale retail shops familia
to North Americans. Nothing says
“transnational capitalism” quite
like a Macdonalds or a Starbucks

The IMCWP began on the|
evening of Nov. 22, with a meeting
of the “Working Group” of parties |-
which organize the annual even
Other delegates used the time t
share news from our respective
countries over a deliciousf}
Lebanese-style dinner. L

The fullmeeting started the next
morning, with ten-minute
contributions by each party, going™y
in alphabetical order. As we moved
from Azerbaijan to Bahrain,

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca

www.peoplesvoice.ca

Belgium to Brazil, Britain to I I.
Canada, several themes emerge®everal delegates at the statue of Lebanese communist WWW-yC = /C-Ca
One was the confirmation of philospher and poet Dr. Michel Souleiman, in Batroun. At left is Www.solidnet.org

the Marxist analysis of the natureMarie Nassif-Debs, deputy general secretary of the LCP.

What did India achieve by hanging Kasab?

; complaints by the Indian hawkish politician, but it has Muslimviolencein Mumbai, Kasab in Pakistani jails.
By BLIEEE S, Sy government against Pakistan ovesaddened the members of civiwas hanged for an equivalently Above all, the state should npt
The recent hanging in India ofits support of terrorism. After all, society whose voices have beegrave crime againsthumanity. Onlybe allowed to become a Killer.
Ajmal Amir Kasab, a convicted Pakistan is an old US ally, and anyirtually muzzled by jingoism.  recently the President of IndiaThe Indian government hgd
terrorist of Pakistani origin, hascomplaints coming from a pro- Manmohan Singh had lost hisstayed the death sentence o$cored a victory, by giving himja
n

sparked euphoria bothin IndiaandSoviet India from the cold war eracredibility in the face of massive Balwant Singh Rajoana, a Sikhfair trial, and also bringin
Canada. Kasab was executed owere bound to fall on deaf ears. corruptionand hisinability to bring extremist convicted for bombing, forward the real face of Pakist
Nov. 28 for his involvement ina With India emerging as a economic reforms both nationallyafter receiving a mercy plea fromlt was in a win-win situation
terroristattack on Mumbai, India’s nuclear ally of the US, it is not and internationally. The westernthe Chief Minister of Punjab state,What was the point in hangirlg
financial capital on November 26, surprising that the US has learnednedia had portrayed him as aweaRarkash Singh Badal. This was irKasab when he could haye
2008 that left 166 people dead. to acknowledge trans-borderleader. The hanging of Kasabspite ofthe factthat Rajoanawantethnguished in jail for life?

Kasab and other armedterrorism in India as a real threatcoincides with the recent death oto be hanged and had refused tofile It's a shame that Rajoana Has
extremists came by boat fromThe 2008 attack quickly came toultra Hindu nationalist leader Bala mercy petition. Clearly, Badalbeen spared for political
Pakistan and took the citybe known as 26/11 as a 9/1IThackrey who was given a statehad buckled under pressure frontompulsions, whereas Kasab
hostage. While Kasab survived synonym, whereas Mumbai haduneral. If that was not enough,Sikh radicals in Punjab. Likewise, been killed despite his plea for life.
others died fighting with the witnessed terror attacks more thadanmohan Singh, who representshe leaders from Kashmir and TamilThis sends conflicting signals abqut
police and soldiers. Undoubtedly,once, including those before 9/11the so-called secular Congres®adu have also been pleading fothe impartiality of the legal syste
it was an attack on India's Kasab filed for mercy after party, had cancelled a dinnetthe lives of convicted extremists onand secularismin India. While there
sovereignty that originated fromreceiving his death sentencemeeting with BJP leaders becausdeath row from their regions. is no justification for Pakistan
a hostile neighbour which hadHowever, his mercy petition wasof Thackrey’s death. Thackrey,who Theissue of capital punishmentsupport terrorism in India, t
been helping anti-India activitiesrejected by the President of Indiaconsidered Hitler as his role modelhas been totally politicized in India. Indian government should al$o
on its soil for years. His hanging was welcomed by thewas known for Pakistan bashingThere is no serious consideratiorpunishthose guilty of anti-Musli

The trial of Kasab revealed Hindu nationalist BJP, the majorHis supporters recently announcedjiven to abolish such an inhumaror anti-Sikh pogroms, and those
the level of involvement of the opposition party of the country, that they won't let the Pakistanisystem. The hanging of Kasab haaccused of state repressipn
Pakistani agencies in the attackand people danced and rejoicedricket team play on Indian soil. Itactually made him a hero foragainst other minorities. This
This helped India in isolating his death in different parts of India.is a separate matter thatthey did natupporters of the pan-Islamicwould help to defeat the desighs
Pakistan diplomatically inapost This may have helped India’sshow up to fight against Kasab andnilitant movement. Instead of of terrorist organizations whic
9/11 environment. Ironically, the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh others who invaded Mumbai. hanging Kasab, India could havesurvive due to lack of politicgl
US that welcomed the hanging ofdomestically, by raising his profile ~ While Thackrey was honouredused him to bargain for amnestywill to address such sensitiye
Kasab had largely ignored pastrom being a docile leader to adespite his involvement in anti-for Indian prisoners languishingissues in a fair and just manne.
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% GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i Bangladesh is now the world’sthe Constituent Assembly and 1 workers died in Qatar in 2010,
Smgapore Fleports second-largest clothes exporteShura Council fromdissolution....” Work_ers I’IghtS when the Indian embassy said 98
Chinese drivers with overseas garment sales ra||y in Qatar of its nationals died.

topping $19 billion last year, or 80 Bah rain trade

Singapore will deport 29 percent of total national exports.— ) The Gulf state of Qatar Tunisians hlt
mainland Chinese bus drivers andet the base pay for a garmenynionist released permitted a rare protest for . .
prosecute five others for takingworker is the equivalent of $37 a workers’ rights on Dec. 1 at apohce repression

part in the city-state’s first strike month-the same monthly amount Education International, the government-approved rally of
since the 1980s. The Nov. 26-27t costs to buy food for one personumbrella group for global about 300 activists demanding Hundreds of Tunisians marched
strike highlighted Singapore’s There are no unions at theteachers unions, reports thafction to combat climate changeon Nov. 30 on the freeway near
dependency on migrant labour forTazreen Fashion factory toJalila Al-Salman, the acting Marchers, largely foreignersSiliana, blocking traffic between
its economic growth amid falling represent workers. BangladeshPresident of the Bahrainiattendingthe Nov.26-Dec. 7 talksthe city and Tunis. The protestwas
birth rates. garmentworkers strugglingtogainTeachers’ Association (BTA), among 200 nations on slowingorganized by the Union of the
The Ministry of Manpower said safe working conditionsand decentvas released from prison onglobal warming, chanted “Arab Unemployed and the General
29drivers’ work permits had been November 25. Her colleague,leaders,timetolead”and“climateUnion of Tunisian Students
revoked and immigration officials s Mahdi Abu Dheeb, the BTA actionnow”asthey marched alonUGET) to protest against police
“will be repatriating them” for President, is still serving five the waterfront past skyscrapers itbrutality in Siliana, an
involvement in the two-day years in the Jaw prison. Mahdicentral Doha. impoverished governate in the
stoppage to demand better pal and Jalila were condemned, The rally called for greater interior north-west. The General
and working conditions. “The respectively, to 10 and threefreedoms for migrants, who makeUnion of Tunisian Workers
strike was planned and years in prison by a military courtup about 94% of the workforce.(UGTT) supported the march.
premeditated. It disrupted our in September 2011. The verdictQatar will host the 2022 World The demonstrators demanded
public transport which is an was upheld by the ManamaCup soccer tournament, andan end to police violence and the
essential service, and posed h Court, but the sentences wer@xpectsaconstructionboomaheadismissal of the governor of
threat to public order,” its ) £} reduced to five years and sixof the event. Siliana, Ahmed Zine Mahjoubi. In
statement said. It months respectively. Poor working conditions are a symbolic act, they initially
Five drivers have been brough ' El says that Jalila had beencommon across the Gulf, wheremarched away from the city,
to court for allegedly instigating unjustly detained on false chargesmpoverished men and womensatirically offering to leave in order
the stoppage at state-linked for exercising herrightto freedomfrom South Asia work on to let the government rule in
transport firm SMRT. They could \. / of assembly and demandingconstruction sites, oil projects andvhatever fashion it deems
be jailed for up to a year or fined reforms in the educational systenmas domestic help. appropriate.
a maximum of $1,640 - the pay face huge opposition. Earliefin Bahrain. Held under difficult ~ “Migrant workers ... have no  Demonstrations began in the
equivalent of two months’ wages.this year, union activist Aminul conditions, Mahdi was deniedrights, novoice rightherein Qatar,”city several days earlier, involving
Strikes are illegal in Singapore forlslam, a leader of the Bangladesimedical treatment required by hissaid Sharan Burrow, Generalclasheswiththe police,andalarge
workers in “essential services”Garment and Industrial Workersdoctor, as well as medical toolsSecretary of the Internationalamountofdamage and roadblocks.
such as transport unless they giveederation, a Solidarity Centerprovided by his family following Trade Union Confederation. “Our main objective is
14 days’ prior notice and complypartner, was tortured anddoctors’ orders. As a result, his‘More workers will die building threefold: stop the repression of

=<

with other requirements. murdered. back and knees are in worseninghe stadiums than players will playSiliana inhabitants, fire Ahmed

Atotal of 171 drivers launched condition. on the field,” she said, referring toZine Mabhjoubi, the governor of
the strike by refusing to leave theirEgyptian unions “While El cautiously welcomes the World Cup. Siliana, and the resignation of the
dormitories to report for work, - Jalila’s release, it reminds us that Non-Qataris are banned fromgovernment,” said Bilal Rekik, a
with the number falling to 88 on oppose Morsi we still have to fight hard for Mahdi joining a labour union, but Burrow youth member of the Popular Front
the second day. The strikers are to assume his rightful place as aaid after meeting Acting Minister political coalition.

contract workers who do not The Egyptian Federation ofleader of the Bahraini Teachers'of Labour Nasser Abdullah al- Hundredsalso protestedinfront

belong to any union, and are paidndependent Trade UnionsAssociation,” said El General Hemedi: “Qatar’s labour minister of the Interior Ministry in Tunis,

less than their Malaysian(EFITU) has rejected the Secretary Fred van Leeuwensaidthatifwe establish aunion, h&eondemning the use of force by

counterparts for the same work. Constitutional Declaration “While welcoming this important will personally ensure that anypolice in Siliana. “We are thinking
The strikers drew scorn fromannounced by President Mohamedtep forward, El, on behalf of itsworkers who join it are not about organizing a caravan to

some Singaporeans, but sympathiyiorsi, and is calling on workers to member organisations around th@unished. We willtest him onthat.” Siliana to break the siege on the

from others after their wages andnobilise against the decree. Massvorld, once again calls on Bahraini  Qatar does not publish figuresregion,” said Ayoub Amara, a

living conditions were exposed.demonstrations have beerauthorities to immediately andfor industrial deaths. Nepal'sleading member in the Union of

SMRT has promised to look intoorganized by opposition groups,unconditionally set Mahdi free,” embassy said 191 Nepales&unisian Communist Youth.

the strikers’ demands, fumigateincluding the labour movement. he added.

their bedbug-infested dormitory A statement from the EFITU

rooms, find alternative housing,says, “The draftofthisconstitutiongocim Forum on

Many items in our "Global Class

and open ' permz?]ne_znttiez the hands_m; the gol\</_ernmenM_ t' Struggle" Column are from the
communication lines with its and prevents it from taking any|\llgrations .
Chinese workers. action to re-open companies which g Labour S tart WebSItev
have been shut down, or saving The Fifth World Social Forum www .labourst art.org
i their jobs, or winning back their on Migrations (WSFM), held Nov.

\(gval(g?a:‘t Ilnked to rights. 27-30 in Manila, demanded free[ \

ea ire “Likewise the draft constitution mobility for migrants and i i _

y cancels the quota of workers andlenounced globalisation policies Send me Informatlon on the Q‘E)
Afire in a Bangladesh garmentpeasants’ representation inwhich intensify their hardships. Communist Party Of Canada 1'..-;:'

factory that killed at least 112 parliamentandthe ShuraCouncil. More than 3,000 delegateg
workers has been linked toTherewillbeno-oneatalltodefendparticipated in four main session
Walmart. Photos from the sceneghe rights of everyone who worksand in workshops focused or] The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud historf of
show Faded Glory-brand clothing,in Egypt, like our right to have a challenges faced by migrants| fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociaffsm.
an exclusive Walmart label. Labour Law to replace the unjustThe delegates urged more actio The.cﬁ%.doss much mo(rje.ttha” o candidates in e'g.c“gns'weth'”ktge ight
Walmart said in a statement theLaw 12 of 2003, or a genuine lawfor the betterment of migrants’ :g;‘&gsac;gssutﬂgiziizy 'tz gﬁ;f;dfsa{gaggglg hgp‘sifez;:hrzﬁngeg T:;e
Tazreen Fashions factory was n@n the minimum and maximumrights. “We will now try our movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership aff set
longer authorized to producewage, or social security, orbesttotransformthoseideasint gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s partl of
merchandise for them, but that auniversal health care for allaction,” said William Gois, the | socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
supplier subcontracted work to itcitizens, or any of the other lawsregional coordinator of Migrant )
“in direct violation of our policies.” which protect many of the rights Forum in Asia, one of the key Central Committee CPC

Scott Nova, executive directorof hard-working people... organisers of the fifth WSFM. 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K IN6
of the Worker Rights Consortium, “We have been prosecuted“We will strengthen the process| =~ 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
told The Nation magazine thatdetained, suspended from workprotest movements — andl s, communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

=

Walmart is creating an industry intransferred and victimised becauserganisations around the world Particommuniste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
Bangladesh where extremely lomwe practised our rights to striketo fight for integration and full ;352/*"? Dgpijfzc\}ﬁgge c Manitoba Committee CPC
wages and dangerous workingand found trade unions. Why haveexercise of rights migrants who E&gifzc‘q%gpc_pcclc;ék438_338_8890 ?ﬁ&ii!%ﬁ%’gé\%ﬂpe@ MB, R2W 2M3
conditions are the norm. we been waiting for two yearsmigrate in hope of leading a| gc committee cPC '
“So Walmart is supporting, is while the government has notdignified life.” 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 31 Ontario Ctee. CPC
incentivizing, anindustry strategyissued a law on trade union Participating groups included] 604-254-9836cpinfo.oc@gmail.com 2908 Ao e Toronto, MAK NG
inBangladesh: extreme lowwagesfreedoms, but has instead rushettade unions, NGOs, and civil] Edmonton CPC Hamilton Ctee. CPC
non-existent regulation, brutalouta lawin the name of protectingsociety representatives. The everft 2o oo, $20,% 2e0n PO 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815

suppression of any attempt bythe revolution which criminalises wrapped up with a mass rally, ag Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
workers to act collectively to strikes and sit-ins? ... Thesearound 10,000 workers and caigary cPc Te"g(_)s"s“?'%%

improve wages and conditions,”decisions are a direct attack on ouWSFM delegates marched to thg Unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Allanflc Reglon CPC . BoP 1Mo
Nova said. “This factory is a interests. That's why we have toMindiolla Peace Arch, led by | G292 AB T2A6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 o\ 000-542-7981
product of that strategy thatstand and fight. That's why weNAGKAISA (United), the | Zasaicnewancho arty-sk.ca>

Walmart invites, supports, andcan’t let the president grab theséroadest labour coalition in the\ ' P ' )

perpetuates.” powers for himself, and protectPhilippines.
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South Korean presidential camp aign in full swing

Painfully aware of these things,"live in the past’? previous dictatorship and prevenhimself as a human rights lawyer
Park’s angle has been to present Presenting herself as non-anyrealengagementwiththe northand a critic of certain right-wing

South Koreans will vote for a herself, absurdly, as non-ideological, Park instead appliesPark acts as if the law was alwaygolicies. But his tenure was no
new president on December 19 aileological. Naturally she doesn’tsuch labels to her opponents. Evethere; questioning this “natural” great victory for working Koreans,
Lee Myung-bak’s single five-year dwell on her father's regime. A few the late president Roh was accuseegntity in the service of Korea meansand Lee Myung-bak has done much
term comes to an end. Severamonths earlier, Park apologized forof waging ideological battles, suchbeing “ideological”, i.e. belonging to roll back whatever was done.
candidates have registered, but thsome of those who suffered in theas attacking the National Securityto the wrong ideology. The Unified Progressive Party
focus has been on three: Ahmast. It rang rather hallow, as it wad aw and the Private Education Act, Candidate Moon has beenhas also put forward a candidate.
Cheol-soo, Park Geun-hye, anchever specified exactly what shedividing and agitating the people. poking holes in Park’s view of Lee Jung-hee has had little
Moon Jae-in. was apologizing for. It is easy to see through Park’sKorean history, as well as mockingexposure in the media and will be

Ahn Cheol-soo, a computer Regarding her father's 1961comments. Everyone understandeer pampered upbringing.overshadowed by Parkand Moon.
technology entrepreneur andcoup d’etat, which General Parkthatthe National Security Law canConservatism and liberalism areAnd even the UPP is a moderate
professor at Seoul Nationalcalled a “revolution to save theget people arrested or threateneset for a heated campaign againstocial-democratic party at best.
University, is known primarily for country”, his daughter called it even for innocuous activities, justeach other. Working people in south Korea
his company’s widely-used “an event that happened whichfor being remotely pro-DPRK or  Where is south Korea's left in demand a government that serves
antivirus software. Registered asannot be refuted”, and insistedanti-imperialist. A number of all of this? Moon and DUP might their interests and doesn’t force
anindependent until Nov. 23, Ahnthat it is not the province of internet message boards havstrive to represent the values otoncessions or sell out. Too bad
presented himself as deliveringpoliticians to judge the matter, butgotten people in trouble this year Roh Moo-hyun, but what are thosehe system is rigged to perpetually
“new politics”, condemning the Lee a job for historians. After all, why The law was made to reinforce thevalues? Roh made a name fodeny them such an optios.
Myung-bak administration and
adopting apopulist platform similar

"o e s KOrean labour demo marks anniversary

President Roh who served as hiﬁ Sean Burton One speaker at the rally gave gotentially “unpatriotic” asaresult. when can these people finally
chief of staff, has been registered®Y heart-felt plea for a better social Many cheers could be heardachieve the government they
as the Democratic United Party Thousands of labour unioncare system, referringtothe recenand raised fists seen at this rallyfdeserve?
candidate. The DUP is ultimatelymembers and activists took to theleath of a physically disabled :
derived from liberal groups thatstreets of Seoul on a rainywoman, left alone to perish whe
supported Roh ten years ago, anjovember 11, marking the a fire broke out in her apartment|
Kim Dae-jung years before that. anniversary of Jeon Tae-il's There was also some talk abo
The similarities between sacrifice in November 1970.  the December 19 presidentia
candidates Ahn and Moon led to  That was a time of extremeelection, and efforts to elect a
talks about joining forces. privation, when south Korea’s progressive candidate. Supporte
Ultimately, Ahn resigned his military dictatorship ignored the of the Unified Progressive Part
candidacy. So far, Moon is doinglabour code and allowed swea(UPP), south Korea's primary left-
what the opposition has done folshop conditions to prevail aroundwing party, were numerous among
years: present himself as thehe country. Attempts by Jeon Taethe demonstrators. Some activist
inheritor of Roh’s legacy againstil and his colleagues to protestharbour no illusions about thefk e
right-wing politics. A Moon working conditions fell on deaf election and the UPP. Despite its %
victory probably won't bring ears. Desperate, Jeon took actioappearance of strong, labour]
substantial change, but wouldon Nov. 13, 1970. He set himselforiented credentials, the hostilg
likely see a change toward nortton fire and ran through centralenvironment of south Korean
Korea. Whetherthat means areturgeoul, calling for enforcement ofpolitics  limits  just how ’
to the “Sunshine Policy” of Kim the labour code. Taken to a‘progressive” any party can be| ' "~ =
and Roh is not yet clear. hospital, he succumbed to the buriThe UPP has even criticized north — "
Thenthereis Park Geun-hye. Asnjuries. The event motivated aKorea explicitly, since all leftist St Tl
the daughter of military dictator new generation of labour activists parties in the south are seen to b&his float in the Nov. 11 rally says, “2012 progressive admin-
andarchitectof modern south Koreahough they could not act verysympathetic with the north andistration shift! Guarantee worker participation in government!”
Park Chung-hee, Park Geun-hygpenly until the dictatorship
carries a certain legacy. To helloosened its authority in the late .
supporters in the New Frontier1980s. ] -
Party, Park is just what the doctor  This year’s event included Afrl Ca S I an d g rabS a
ordered: a strong commitment torepresentatives frommany of south -
conservative principles and adireckorea’s major trade unions and = = ==
connection to the man whoothersocial activists, including an d IsaSter I n Waltl n
facilitated rapid economic LGBT rights organization.
expansioninthe 1970s. This allowsemonstrators marched from Jeon
her to present herself in a veryTae-i's memorial on a bridge atpy Alex Awiti. Third World increased productivity and agriculture, whichwillrequire large
different light from the much- Cheongyecheon, to Seoul Statiorhy : expansion of farmland. quantities of water and mineral
maligned Lee Myung-bak. Evenwhere a large rally was held. esurgence Globally, the scope for fertilisers. Nearly all of the foreign
beyondright-wing circles, General ~ Several issues are at the fore A new report by Oxfam, a expandingfarmlandislimited. Butland deals are located in Africa’s
Park’s legacy is still often a causenere: the privatization of public leadinginternational reliefagency,with 60 percent of the world’s major river basins: the Congo, the
for positive opinions. But Park services, “restructuring” layoffs, warns that climate change willunused arable land, Africa is a hoNiger and the Nile. Collectively,
Geun-hye’s opponents look atregulations that undermine labouiincrease the frequency of largecommodity. Foreign investors arethree of the main countries in the
history differently. Many found rights at work, and the deaths ofpikes in global food prices, scrambling for Africa’s farmland. Nile basin - Ethiopia, Sudan and
themselves arrested and torturedeveral Ssangyong Motorsleading to more hungry peopleThe pace of purchase or lease ddouth Sudan - have already leased
by the so-called Yushingovernmenemployees from work-related around the world. Besides climateAfrica’s land is so furious that it is about 8.5 million hectares. Uganda
just for being activists. problems. change, rapid population growth,now referred to as a “land grab.”has leased a total of 868,000
higher per capita incomes, rapid Of the 83.2 million hectares of hectares to investors from China,
urbanisation, changing diets inland earmarked for agricultural Egypt, Singapore and India.
developing countries and risinginvestment worldwide, 56.2 The Kenyan government has
demand for biofuel feedstocks aramillion hectares are in Africa. The granted the Tana River Authority
exerting unprecedented pressuriand grabwas in partfuelled by thdTARDA) tenure rights to 40,000
on the global food system. food and financial crisis of 2008, hectares of the Tana Delta.
The world’s poorest, amajority as corporations and investmenTARDA, in a joint venture with
of whom live in sub-Saharanfunds began to focus on theMumias Sugar Company, seeks to
Africa, are especially vulnerableprofitability of agricultural establish sugarcane plantations on
to rising food prices because theycommodities. the fragile delta. Asecond company,
spend up to 75 percent of their For Wall Street-based privateMat International, is in the process
: income on food. According to theequity firms, the motive is profits. ofacquiring 30,000 hectares of land
The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five United Nations Food and Forcountriesscramblingfor Africa’s inthe Tana Delta. Bedford Biofuels,
o i ) ) Agriculture Organisation (FAO), farmland - Saudi Arabia, India anda Canadian company, could secure
Join in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5t daye price surges of 2007-08China-the realvalueiswater. Saudh 45-year lease on 65,000 hectares
of each month! Write to President Obama and demand that he Fre€syited in an eight percentArabia does not lack land for foodin Tana River District, which

By Sean Burton

-
o Y

the Cuban Five: increase in the number ofproduction. What's missing in theincludes access to water resources,
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov malnourished people in Africa. ~ kingdomiswater. Indiancompaniegto produce biofuels. o
On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact According to the OECD-FAO are doing the same because aquifers Also in Kenya, in Lake Victoria,
Phone 1-202-456-1111 Agricultural Outlook 2012, food across the sub-continent have beeDominion Farmswas granted alease
Fax 1-202-456-2461 production needs to increase by 60epleted by decades ofunsustainabien 7,000 hectares in the
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House, percent over the next 40 years tarrigation. Africa’s land grabs could hydrologically vitaland ecologically

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA| meet the rising global demand forbe the biggestvirtual water exportinfragile Yala Swamp. These land

] ) food. To meet the soaring globalhistory. grabs could hurtsmallholder farmers
For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or demand, additional food willneed The huge land deals in Africa

www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca to come from a combination ofinvolve large-scale, commercial see AFRICA, page 11
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/4® Setting t ap water on fire: Gasland
s’ e
87 document s the fracking industry

GASLAND, written, directed
and narrated by Josh Fox,
2010, 104 minutes. Review
by Glen Truax.

toforeign diplomacy squabbles thaivater table. If you like watching
have led the United States to formpeople setting tap water on fire
relations with questionable regimeghis film is for you.
such as Saudi Arabia; natural gas Gaslandprimarily consists of
is also seen as cleaner and moiiaterviews in rural areas of the US
The Canadian government hagnvironmentally sound than rapingindividuals sitting on natural gas
recently pushed legislation aimedhe earth for fossil fuels. bedrock generally receive astipen
at cracking down on crime, Of course, there’s still a whole from whatever company is doing

including drug offenses such adot of environmental rape going onthe fracking, yet it generally takes
the grave crime of smoking a jointwith natural gas exploitation. Thelegal action by farmers andrancher
in public. This is more than a little extraction process consists ofo provide clean water in the form
ironic in North America; you fragmenting the earth below,of massive tanks.

would be hard pressed to findloosening the soil to allow easier
The

The film provides an

chemical illuminating and frustrating look at
this systemic poisoning. Company
heads and various flak catcher
(PR people who grudgingly allow
interviews) take aweirdly “working

class hero” stance, all but accusin

bigger resource junkies than theavithdrawal.
Western Hemisphere. Texas, that
oil pumping powerhouse that's
physically larger than France,
consumes more oil than it
produces. Keepin mind that Texas
the home of do-it-yourself, rugged the documentarians of being ivory
individualism, is addicted to the tower intellectuals. During the sole|
resources being pumped out frontoncoction that the oil companiescongressional committee meeting
foreign countries. (such as Dick Cheney’s formeronthe subject,acongressman stat

Gaslandis a documentary buddies at Haliburton) pump intothat he’s tired of being browbeater
account of America’s attempt atthe earth is incredibly toxic, by people who don’t understand
fuel self-sufficiency, as they containing elements that are lethahis constituency; he makes the
explore the option of natural gasto man or beast. And the “fracking” claim that natural gas exploitation
Natural gas is touted as the answegrocess almost always hits theérees America from dependence
on “foreign countries and
terrorists”.

If nothing elseGaslandmakes
a strong case against the sho
term search for non-renewablé
sources of fuel. Thisis the mark of
the business world - only the first
quarter matters, and let tomorrow
take care of tomorrow. While most
of us will not see the extinction of
fossil fuels in our lifetimes, we
will see the bloody results of
scarcity. Ifanyone remembers th
Carter years, you haven't see
anything yet. It's unfortunate that
the documentary doesn’'thave an
concrete solutions, but it drives
home the despair of people caugh
in a cycle of victimization, to say
nothing of the environment in
which they live. The sky really is
falling, and we have Henry Ford
to thank for thate

People's Voice
at the movieg

Cape Breton protest songs CD

Asreportedinour "Music Notes" column on this page, information
on the album "Cape Breton Island Protest Songs" can be found
at www.protestsongs.ca. The album can be downloaded, or
ordered by mail for $15 plus postage. This photo from the front
cover ofthe CD shows coal strikers at Glace Bay, circa 1945. The
photo is from the Beaton Institute, Cape Breton University.

}'I'

Tax havens for

Canadian wealth

24% of Canadian direct
investmentoverseasin 2011 wen
to the top twelve tax havens, uf
from 10% in 1987. Tax havens of]
the Barbados, Cayman Islands
Ireland, Luxembourg and
Bermuda were five of the top eight
destinations of total Canadian
investment abroad. Canadiar
investments in these tax haven
totalled $130 billion in 2011.

Barbados is the tax haven o
choice for Canadian financiers. In
2011, $53.3 billion of untaxed
OV . A Canadian dollars were parkeg

AN e W ;‘r}. ~_there.Fouryears earlier thatfigurg
2013 People's Voice Calendar as$33.4bilion. Thatisagrowth
- B o B Bl TR 1 P of nearly 60 per cent.

The People’s Voice Calendar for 2013 - “Ideas of Revolution” - is Tax havens are the ultimate
now on sale. Dedicated to the struggles of the international workinide-out for dead money. The
class for peace, liberation, equality and socialism, this year’s calerfwznking and financial services|
features quotations by a wide range of revolutionaries, artists, aadtor now accounts for 51% of
writers, such as Nelson Mandela, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Marx, Fredefigkhada’s total direct investmen
Engels, V.I. Lenin, Tim Buck, Soong Ching Ling, Germaine Greer, Eoffshore, more than double its
Morales, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Claudia Jones, Fidel Castro, Jebare from 1987. Forinstance, th
Saramago, and Frida Kahlo. The 14-month calendar (Jan. 2013-Retyal Bank of Canada has 3(
2014) also includes notable dates from the history of the peopkibsidiaries in confirmed tax
movements, and statutory holidays and celebrations for the year. havens. Otherfinancial institutions

“Ideas of Revolution” can be ordered by mail for $10 in Canada,asen’t far behind. This means tha|
$15 in the United States (price includes mailing costs). Send a cheajggowing share of this moneyj
to People’s Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1. F@n't used for actual economic

[ TON

information on bulk orders of five or more calendars, contact agtivity - aswhen asmallbusiness

Vancouver Editorial Office: <pvoice@telus.net>, tel. 604-255-204invests in innovation or
Residents of Ontario can order directly from the Ontario Bureaueshployees. Instead it is parked

People’s Voice, 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6, ph. 416-468ere to avoid ta>e

2446. The Calendar will be on sale at our Manitoba Bureau (387 Selkirk  (Original source:

]

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

U

“Cape Breton Island Protest Songs”

A heroic era lives again with the release of the compilation al
“Cape Breton Island Protest Songs.” More than 30 local musig
5 have contributed to a landmark album that demonstrates the
of Cape Breton people’s music. It all began when scholar
musician Richard MacKinnon unearthed some 120 poems
songs from theMaritime Labour Herald The weekly paper, cof
founded by communist labour leader J.B. McLachlan, was a powerful
voice of the workers at a time (1921-1926) when Cape Breton|coal
5 miners and steelworkers were engaged in epic struggles| that
reverberated across Canada. Determined to set the lyrics to music,
MacKinnon and musician Victor Tomiczek circulated verses among
j a host of musical friends. The resultis an utterly compelling alqum.
For this writer standout tracks include “Grand and Glorious Day” (a
celebration of May Day), “The Shutdown” (concerning plant
closures) and “They Cannot Stand the Gaff” (a satire of the Bitish
pEmpire Steel Corporation sung in classic rock style by Richard
MacKinnon). This album has great contemporary relevance. It
Dur
cal

)
pum
ians
epth
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would make a fine gift for the music-minded socialist on vy
holiday shopping list. For lyrics, musician biographies, histor
notes and ordering information visitvw.protestsongs.ca

Cops attack Cameroon musicians

A peaceful march by 500 members of the Cameroon musiclans
tunion SYCAMU was brutally repressed on Nov. 8 by more than a
thousand police. Therally in the West African republic’s capital gity
of Yaoundé was called to protest music piracy and the refusal tp pay

royalties to music copyright holders. SYCAMU President Roméo
Dika, one of 63 unionists arrested, is accused of starting an
insurrection, a charge that could be punishable by death. Among
those beaten and tear-gassed was renowned 85-year-old singer
Anne-Marie Nzié. Cameroon has one of the highest rates of music
piracy in sub-Saharan Africa. A local support organization recgntly
revealed that 18 musicians died over the past three years bgcause
they lacked the means to pay for medical treatment. The festgring
copyright issue and the violence of the state response is ultimately
the responsibility of the corrupt 30-year dictatorship of Presigent
Paul Biya and the failure of his neo-colonial regime to establish a

t cultural infrastructure to serve recording artists. Sign on to|the
solidarity campaign avww.labourstart.org.

AFM takes on digital gaming industry

As grossrevenues in the digital gaming industry exceed the compined
world-wide revenues of pop music and motion pictures, game

has evolved from tinny beeps to fully-scored orchestral works.

the biggest companies, Sony Computer Entertainment of America
(SECA) persisted in hiring non-union musicians. Last October| the
AFM revised its digital game agreement, abolishing the concessions
of 2006 and placing SECA on its international unfair list. AFM
members are now prohibited from working with SECA, with penalties
including stiff fines and expulsion. For more infavw.afm.org.

Félix Awards: window on Québec music

The Québec recording industry’s annual celebration, the Félix
Awards, took place in October at Montréal’s Théatre St-Denis. [This
event is a golden opportunity for Canadians to learn aboug the
province’s vibrant music scene. The awards have been presented by
theAssociation québecoise de I'industrie du disque, du spectagle et
de la videdADISQ) since 1979. Named for the outstanding writer
and musician Félix Leclerc (1914-1988), the Awards were establi
because of the failure of the JUNOs to adequately acknowlgedge
French-Canadian music. Here are just a few 2012 winners to gheck
out: Fred Pellerin (Folk Album fo€’est un mondg Richard
Desjardins (Adult Contemporary fotExistoire), Coeur de Pirat
(Pop Album forBlonde and Female Artist), and Lisa Leblanc
(Newcomer of the Year for her self-titled debut album). Many artists
are creating thoughtful and exciting music in Québec today, and the
list of Félix nominees is a good place to start an investigation.
Another excellent entry point, especially for the linguisticglly
challenged, is CBC Radio’s weekly shéwPropos hosted by Jim
Corcoran, whose Félix Award preview shows are available online.
Corcoran provides helpful English translations of lyrics. For
info: www.adisg.comandwww.chc.ca/apropos.
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Put the Communist Party on
your holiday gift list!

As the holiday seasoncomes to “making your list and a$200 donation will cost just $5
approaches, many of usare thinkinghecking it twice” for a party and a $100 donation will cost jus
about gifts for family and friends, deserving of your support! $25. A $750 donation will cost
and maybe some holiday cheerafter Your gift to the Communist you just $275; and a $1200
a very busy and active year. Party of Canada will generate adonationwill cost$575 (afterfiling

Most December giftsresultin atax rebates of 75% on the firstyour taxes).
credit card bill come January, but Any amount you can give will i
a gift to the Communist Party help the Communist Party continueSaskatchewan Women’s
before December 31stcan actually to counter-attack capitalist Forum2013, Jan.18-19,2013,
generate a 75% tax rebate when globalization, war and austerity, toa coalition of women and
you file your taxes next spring! defend working people andorganizations will meet at the
And, you get the satisfaction of campaign for real and progressivddessborough  Hotel in
donating to a political party that's change, forapeople’s coalition, and>askatoon. Registration $50

totally biased towards working for socialism. (reduced rate available). For
people, youth, women, You can also donate to theinformation see article on page
Aboriginals, migrants, and the provincially registered parties: the2 of this issue, or contact
unemployed. CP-BC, CP Alberta, CPC michelle.beveridge@oxfam.ca

(Manitoba), and CPC (Ontario), or 306.242.4097.

to receive similar tax rebates an
fighting for peace, jobs, benefits. Winnipeg, MB

democracy, sovereignty, equality, Send your cheque made out t&xpanded planning meeting

and socialism. Though thick and$400 you donate this year, a 50%CPC”, (ortothe provincial parties for May Day 2013, to plan
thin, the Communist Party’s beentax rebate on the next $350, anih BC, Alberta, Manitoba or march and themes. Sun, Dec.
there - fighting for unity, for class 33.33% on the next $450, up to @ntario), to 290A Danforth 16, 2 pm. Winnipeg Labour
struggle policies and for masstotal of $1200 for the year. Avenue, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6. Council boardroom, 504-275
action by the 99%to defeatthe 1% That means a $400 donation tdQQuestions? Give us a call at 416Broadway. RSVP WLC at
and change the world! It doesn’tthe CPC will cost you just $100469-2446, or email Liz Rowley at davesauer@mts.net, 942-0522.
get much better than that when iafter you file your 2012 taxes;erowley@live.cae Marxism course, registerwith

The Communist Party has a
track record that's 91 years long,

What's Left

Commemorate Palestinians
0.ki|led in the attack on Gaza,

’[ArtGaIIery North Fountain, Sat.,
Dec. 8, 1:30 pm. Details at
www.boycottisraeliapartheid.org,
or phone 604-254-1803.

Manitoba office, 204-586-7824
or send email to cpc-
mb@changetheworldmb.ca.

Toronto, ON

Hemingway’s HOT Havana |,
aplay by Brian Gordon Sinclair,
Sat., Dec. 22, 7 pm, Royal
Theatre, 608 College St.,
tickets $25, all proceeds to
CubanHurricane Sandy Relief
fund, Canadian Network on
Cuba, for info ph. 416-654-
7105.

Protestatthe Ontario Liberal
Convention, Sat., Jan. 26, 1
pm, rally at Allan Gardens
(Jarvis & Carleton), followed by
marchtothe Liberal convention
at Maple Leaf Gardens. For
information, visit http://ofl.ca/
index.php/campaigns/
democraticrights/

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

. | . the Communist Party’s
Africa's land grab disaster ... y

- of foreign-led commercial per year, about 100 cubic
continued from pagge 9 agriculture are socialised whilekilometres more than can be
and could undermine national foocthe benefits are privatised by bigrecharged by rainfall.
security objectives. In the Yalaindustry. Africa must learn from  Transformation of Africa’s
Swamp, local communities have losAsia. Pakistan flooded its wayagriculture must be predicated of
access to water and pasture for theinto the Green Revolution. Thesustainable use of natural capita
livestock. According to residents of mighty Indus River irrigates 90 especially water. Improving the
the Tana Delta, allocation of land topercent of the country’s crops.productivity and efficiency of
TARDA displaced them to a sub-Today the Indus hardly flows all hundreds of millions of Africa’s
optimal area with poor access tdhe way into the Arabian Sea.hardworking smallholder farmers
water and suitable land forHundredsofthousandsofhectaremust be central to this
agriculture. of farmland are no longer usabletransformation. Investments in
The wave of land-grabbing isdue to waterlogging
nothing short of an ecological andsalinisation. balanced by an equitable flow of
economic disaster in the making. Similarly, India drilled and benefits to smallholder farmers,
There is simply not enough water inpumped its way into the Greenreducing their alienation and
Africa’s rivers and water tables toRevolution. Today India’s annualencouraging their participation
irrigate all the newly acquired land.abstraction of ground water forthrough access to technology
The ecological and social costdrrigation is 250 cubic kilometres credit, inputs and marke#s.

- Canadian President for a time, agor almost 70 years, Jim fouglft
J I I I I well as President of the Ontariofor a labour movement that wgs
Federation of Union Retirees, inmilitant and class conscious.
spite of a massive effort by theLike Marx, he thought th
B u I I e r right-wing to keep him out. He led working class should be a clags
strikes and walked picket lines forfor itself, and lead the bro
It is with deep sadness wehis own members, and for manystruggle for a new sociali
mark the passing of Comradeothers, from the Cold War yearssociety in which the 1% shoul
Jim Buller, who died on Nov. 18 through to the '90s. He was abe liberated oftheir stolenrich
atthe age of 86, in palliative caredelegate to the Toronto and Yorkand the 99% should ha
at Scarorough General hospitaRegion Labour Council for working class powerintheirow
after suffering a fall and hip decades, retaining his credential®ands.
fracture from which he never until just months before his death. A great friend of Cuba, Ji
recovered. The Central and Jim regarded the Labourneverceasedtelling people abqut
Ontario Committees of the CPCCouncil as labour’s parliament,the huge contrast betwedn
send sincere condolences to hiand he saw himself as a fighter fosocialism and the power of t
beloved daughter Carol. class struggle policies and for maspeople to change the worl
The son of the legendaryindependentlabour political actionversus the power of capital
Communistleader and organizethat could unite working people indestroy the world’s peoples wi
Annie Buller, Jim’s earliest struggle for peace, social justicdbombs and wars, starvatio
memories were of Annie doing aand socialism. A working classexploitation, racism an
yearinjail for organizing support intellectual, he was a voraciousoppression. He never waverg¢d
for the Estevan miners’ strike inreader, thinker and debaterjn his stance, despite inflat
1931, and sending out messageshallenging the bosses and thospronouncements of the “end
written on toilet paper to her who kowtowed to them inside thehistory”, and stayed true to hfs
young son back home with family labour movement. Woe betideclass and his Party.
in Toronto. Three strikers wereanyone who underestimated Jim’s  Jim will be deeply missed b
shot dead by police, and Anniebroad and deep knowledge othis comrades, and by the mary
was sent by the Party to organizepolitics and economics, and histrade unionists and others wifh
support for the strikers. lifelong determination to achieve whom he worked and struggldd
Throwninto the struggle from fundamental change. His interestor so many years.
the moment of birth, Jim was ain books andreading, and allthings A celebration of Jim’'s life
fighter in his own right for todowith print, was well matchedwill be held in the New Year
workers in the printing trades. by his wife Grace, a well known Look for a notice in a futurg
He was President, Organizer andibrarian and CUPE activist in issue of People’'s Voice
Secretary Treasurer of theToronto’s library system. They Condolences canbe sentto Cafol
Toronto Typographical Union were a good match in all respectsBuller at 5 Deerfield Road
formany years. Jimwas alsothe A Communist Party member Toronto, ON, M1K 4W8e

or industrial-scale agriculture mustbe

People'sVoice deadlines

January 1-31 issue: Thursday, Jan. 3
February 1-14 issue: Thursday, Jan. 17

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

David Mackling, 1920-2012

David Mackling was a socialist, and the s-word was prominent at the
celebration of his life on November 16, six days after he passed away
at age 92. More than 300 family and friends attended the celebration at
Winnipeg’s Ukrainian Labour Temple. Dave was born in Winnipeg on
Sept. 7, 1920. His formative years were during the Great Depression,
creating a deep understanding of the unnecessary suffering caused by
unemployment and poverty.

He also blamed our ruthless social system for the World War, but it
was not until the Vietham War that he became active in the peace
movement and served as chair of the Manitoba Peace Council. He was
a delegate to World Peace Council Conferences in Moscow, Warsaw
and Sofia, Bulgaria. While visiting those socialist countries, Dave
became convinced that some type of socialism could be the answer to
people’s problems.

Dave became active in the Canada-USSR Association, as President
of the Winnipeg Branch for many years. He served on the executive of
CUPE Local #694, a broadcast division of CBC Winnipeg, where he
worked as a scenic constructor and crew leader, retiring in 1985 after 30
years of service.

After avisitto Cubain 1972, Dave became an active supporter of the
Cuban people and amember of the Manitoba Cuba Solidarity Committee.
He participated in many of the Pastors for Peace’ Caravans which
challenge the immoral and illegal U.S. blockade of the island.

David was a reader and strong supporter of the People’s Voice. He
will be missed greatly by his partner of many years, Jeannie Romanowski,
his family and the many friends he made during his decades of
commitment to creating a better society.

In memory of

Roberto Moretton, Jim Buller,
and Vi Dewhurst

Comrades and Friends, Fighters for
Peace, Democracy and Socialism

Anna Yanovsky, Toronto
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“No to European Austerity”

accelerate the

By Adrien Welsh, Paris

economicopposition,” one trade unionistsvisitto Portugal by Angela Merkel, « i ”
integration of Europe to morefrom the RATP (Paris public who kept repeating that the No to faSCISm

“No to European austerity!” effectively strong-arm austerity transportation network) told me,Portuguese would eventually|n Budapest

the main labour unions of 23measures on the people.
countries across the continent The treaty institutes the
chanted on November 14th, fromprinciple that no budget exceeding
Portugal to Hungary, 0.5 percentofthe structural deficit
overwhelming the continent with could be voted on by the French
crowds of workers responding toparliament. If this were to happen,
the call of the European Trade‘consequentcorrective measures'
Union Confederation (ETUC) to would be applied by the EU.
mobilise against austerity. Concretely, it means that the
French parliament will have to cut

France 33 billion Euros in useful public
services.
According to the General Despite strong popular

Labour Confederation (CGT), theOPposition in which the Front de
mostimportantand militant FrenchGauche (an electoral coalition
trade union, 15,000 peop|e|nclud|ng the Communist Party of
gathered in Paris from France) played an outstanding role
Montparnasse to Ecole militaire,all 8Spects of the treaty were votec
while in Marseille 20,000 people by the National Assembly, with
responded to the call. Peopléhe Senate confirming the vote or
demonstrated in 130 cities acros&Ct: 29.

the country behindthe slogan“For The ~ most  important
jobs, European solidarity andcontradiction here is that when

against austerity”. Sarkozy and Merkel presented the
The general feeling of the crowdfirst version of the TSCG, the j
discouragement about the socialis¢/early opposed. This position wa

elected under the promise ofduring the presidential campaignfor us too?”

change but behaving almostollandetold voters, severaltimes, . ]
exactly like his predecessorthat as President he would|perian Peninsula
Nicolas Sarkozy, by following the “renegotiate” the Fiscal Compact

P
! H‘_‘E‘i’ : £
government of Francois Hollande feiterated even more stronglyin Québec, why wouldn'tit work of austerity measures.

i@i-jig_,_r_'ﬁ"-—“

adding “if it worked for you guys understand the long term benefits

In Hungary, anti-austerity
demands were boosted by strong
opposition against the ultra-right
or guasi-fascist Orban

! government. Elected in 2010 in a
period of economic and social
crisis, the new government
imposed authoritarian measures,
restricting freedom of the press.
The government adopted a new
nationalist Constitution, affirming
the Christian roots of the nation
and preparing for action against
labour unions and social
movementsto allow debt refunding
and market flexibility. Every
opponent of the government could
be a traitor to the nation!

These policies are supported
by the neo-fascist Jobbik party,
which attributes Hungary’s
problems to “Roma criminals”.
-. ~ The party uses the Roma as a
=~ .~ pretext to form paramilitary
UL ﬁ{i&%{;ﬁ groups, charged with “re-
7 establishing social order.”

The intransigent attitude of the

Portugal is a country where theEuropean governments as well as
population keeps getting poorerthe whole EU troika, in the face of
after experiencing the troika ofsuch popular opposition, and the
European Union, International poor results of their austerity plans,

austerity policies dictated by Eu@nd “change the global orientation  Strikes were also organized inMonetary Found and Europeanall suggest that tensions on the
troika. Itis urgenttoact, otherwise©f Europe.” Portugal, where the official Central Bank policies. The generatontinentwill continue to sharpen.
“we’ll get caught like the Greeks,” Hollande was elected, butunemploymentrateisaround 16¥strike showed how the people, and Nevertheless, the perspective
a teacher from the Saint-Denigunsurprisingly, not only did he (the global data for Europe isespecially the organized workerspf fighting the EU itself is not yet

suburb in northern Paris told me.drop his call to “renegotiate” the around 10.6%). Armenio Carlos,are determined to fight togetherenvisaged by many social

In the same mood, Bernardireaty, but he imposed it on thethe general secretary ofthe Generdbr their rights, highlighted by the movements and unions. The main

Thibault, general secretary of thd~rench people. Portuguese

CGT, historically linked with the

Workers’ unity of social movements andtrade unions, including the ETUC
“When we see how the Confederation (CGTP), the onlymajor trade unions during theitself which called the action, and
Communist Party of France, tolddovernment, which was electednajor labour central which calledmobilizations.

many progressive parties such as

the crowd that, “Certainly in Francethanks tothe 11 million votes fromfor a general strike, described the Meanwhile in Spain, homelandEuropean United Left/Nordic
we're not on the same scale ofhe Front de Gauche and theactionas “one ofthe biggeststrike®f the Indignados who launchedGreen Left, believe this battle has
austerity as in Greece or in SpainCommunists, is making fun of us,since April Revolution” in 1974. the Occupy movement, andwhereéo be fought within the EU
Butausterity policies are in EuropeWe wantjustone thing: gointothe - The strike came right after a54% ofthe youth are unemployedframework.

and in France: as soon as wageii'eets and cry out loud ourmassive demonstration against ¢he movement went further than  This debate withinthe people’s

are frozen, the announcement of
higherincome taxes and less publig&ass
investments, is an austerit
policy!” The Hollande government
is allocating 21 Billion Euros to
the rich as tax cuts.

The Paris demonstrationgs
followed a massive protest on Septs
30 for a public referendum on the
European Fiscal Compact.
Formerly known as the Treaty on ";
Stability, Coordination and
Governance (TSCG, or the Fisca
Stability Treaty), the Fiscal
Compact is a coercive syste

developed by big business toNovember 14 Day of Action demonstration in Spain

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
Voic

NOT FOR PROFITS!
|
I
El
I

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

’
people’s
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the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
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justindignation. According to the movements is also sharpening.
Communist Party of Spain (PCE),Strike actions in Greece, led by
the strike experience was “globallythe PAME labour union and the
positive” despite an unmeasuredCommunist Party of Greece, did
presence of the police forcesnot hesitate to recognise the
November 14 was the secondmperialist nature ofthe EU. Ifthis
general strike in eight months.  more global perspective doesn't
According to Luis Centella, overtake the current
PCE General Secretary, the strik@inderstanding, the Greeks point
was “one of the strongest sinceout, the struggle could fail.
democracy returned” after Franco. Nevertheless, many left and
Indeed, the country was paralysedprogressive commentators agreed
75% of employees went on strikethat the success of this “Day of
to oppose the austerity policies ofAction” shows the European
the Rajoy government and its nexpeople’s struggle against austerity
40 Billion Euro budget measureshasreachedafurtherstep,
amputation. The trade unions ardeyond justoutrage. More and more
calling for a referendum on thesepeople, especially youth, are willing
imposed on the Spanish people. and ready to organise themselves
and actin aunited and militantway,
Belgian “tsunami" which has to be the way forward for
the working class of Europe.

“No to our industry’s (Adrien Welsh, originally from
genocide”, was a slogan of theMontreal, is a student and
workers in Belgium, where thejour_nallst based at the National
Parti du Travail de Belgique (PTB) In.st_lt.ute.of E_astern_ Languages and
obtained a historically high vote in Civilization in Paris.)e
recentmunicipal elections. People
gathered to express opposition t
deindustrialization and the massive 'LE 1& “ﬂ“EMBﬁE
loss of jobs. October 2012 will be y, v
designated as “Black October”, 1. 7
due to the loss of 30,000 jobs ir S @
one month. The brutal situation is i B L
compared to a “social tsunami.” . :‘ﬁ {
call for a general strike, but many ,3:.;:;;
rallies and actions were organised
capital, in front of the different
embassies. Strikes are being HMW
workers, including railway HHLE
workers and the steel workers frorr ERE“E EEHE

The major trade unions didn’t
s s
especially in Brussels, the EU Lfii' DWW SL
planned among the mostimpacte:
Arcelor Mittal.




