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After a ten-day ceasefire in late June, the Ukrainian military resumed the bombardment of populated centers in the eastern provinces of Donetsk and Lugansk,

both bordering with neighboring Russia. Above right, forces of the NATO-backed government in Kiev conducted a July 15 air strike which killed 11 people in this
apartment block in Snizhne, 100 km. east of Donetsk.Two days later, Malaysian Air flight MH17 crashed in the region under mysterious circumstances.
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Canada is building across the
Workers Program. But tHEFWP Voters turned thumbs down on country and taking part in many
remains a key strategy in the Conservativelim Hudak's plans to progressive struggles, according
corporate/government drive to push roll back the calendar on labour to delegates at the group's rece
down wages and living standards. rights. But what comes next? convention inToronto.
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First Nations leaders call for inquiry and action
on murdered and missing Indigenous women

First Nation leaders, women'’spublic’s attention. “We are grateful Chief Ghislain Picard will act as Treaty implementation; engagingofa Chiefs Committee on hydraulic
groups, elders and youth gatheretbr the support we continue tointerim National Chief until the on First Nations control of First fracturing; and reconciliation and
in a Circle of Hope in Halifax on receive from members of the nonDecember election. Nations education respectingjustice for survivors of residential
July 16, offering a special tribute Aboriginal community, but also  The 302 Chiefs-in-Assembly regional approaches, needs anschools, among others.
to missing and murderedrecognizethattoo many Canadiangaking part passed a number ofliversity; funding for post- All resolutions will be
Indigenous women during theare still unaware of the pain this isresolutions in priority areas, secondary education; appointmenéavailable at www.afn.ca.e
Assembly of First Nations (AFN) causing First Nations people. Théncluding a commitment to fully
35th Annual General Assemblygoal of the Circle of Hope andreview the way the AFN is . .
which took place in Mi'’kmaq similarevents held throughoutthestructured and ogerates to ensure Tent prOteSt for SOClaI hOUSlng
territory. country is to help educate andt evolves and adapts as Firs

The Circle of Hope, organized enlighten the public to this nationalNations rebuild their nations and
by the Native Women'’s travesty so that they join us inassert their sovereignty and
Association of Canada (NWAC), demanding justice for all.” jurisdiction.
the Nova Scotia Native Women’s Assembly of First Nations “ am honoured to take on the
Association (NSNWA), the Alberta Regional Chief Cameronresponsibility of interim National
Mi'’kmaq Native Friendship Alexisalsospoke, continuing callsChief and look forward to working
Centre and the Host Committeefor a National Public Commissiontogether with the Executive k
forthe Annual General Meeting of of Inquiry as well as for urgentandCommittee based on the clea
the Assembly of First Nations direct action to prevent violencedirection of First Nations to ensure
(AFN), coincided with resolutions against women and girls. we take every opportunity to|
being considered by the AFN’s “We demandimmediate actionadvance Aboriginaltitle, rights and
membership. based onthe fact that not one morgreaties in ways that will rebuild

According to statistics releasedwoman or girl can be victimized our nations and achieve safe an
by the RCMP there are 1,181and thatnofamily member shouldsecure communities for all our
murdered and missing Aboriginalspend another day withoutpeoples,” said AFN Interim
women in Canada. Aboriginalanswers,” said Chief Alexis. National Chief Ghislain Picard.
women accounted for 16% of*Ending violence against“This has been an important
female homicides and 11.3% ofindigenous women is an urgentAssembly for open and honestinspired by the Supreme Court ruling which recognized the
missing women. priority for First Nations across dialogue on our common priorities, Tsilg'otin Nation's title to their unceded territories, Indigenous

Cheryl Maloney, President of the country, and AFN continuesour objectives and our organizationpeople and anti-poverty activists have setup tentsin Vancouver's
NSNWA said, “Based on the the call for a coordinated Nationalwe must now move forward andOppenheimer Park to demand social housing. Street
proportion of Aboriginal women Action Plan, including a National take action based on this direction. homelessness is on the rise again in Vancouver, one of the most
in Canada these numbers are threeublic Commission of Inquiry, as  Other resolutions dealt with expensive cities in the world. (Photo: K. Cariou)
to four times higher than thewell as immediate direct
number of non-Aboriginalwomen investments in shelters and
who were either murdered orpreventative support measures to . | .
missing.” She added, “Unless anckeep the most vulnerable of our OFL PreS|dent SlamS Hal’pel‘ S pOI|Cy on Gaza
until we getto the reasons why, thecitizens safe and secure.”
number of Aboriginal women There was a special tribute to In a July 21 statement, thebombing of Gaza.” crammed into schools operated by
whose lives will be cut short or the families and to Marlene Bird Ontario Federation of Laboursays The OFL says “the conflict the United Nations, seeking
who will vanish without a trace who was recently a victim of it“joins millions of Canadianswho affects both sides, but by far theshelter. The high proportion of
will continue to grow and more violence in Saskatchewan. Aare shocked by the armed conflicivorst is being endured bycivilian casualties, along with
First Nation families and blanket dance raised $4,508 fobetween Israel and Hamas, whicliPalestinian women and childrenallegations by human rights
communities will be devastated.” Marlene Bird’s care and treatmenthas created a nightmare for tens oficcording to the latest update fromorganizations about the targeting

Michele Audette, President of The Assembly broughttogetherthousands of civilians who arethe United Nations Office for the of civilians and civilian locations
NWAC said, “We are here in more than 1,100 First Nationcaught in the crossfire.” Coordination of Humanitarian by Israel, such as homes and a
solidarity to say that each andeaders, Eldersandyouthgathered “The Harper government’s Affairs, as of (July 20) the hospital, have rightly drawn
every woman counted among thérom across the country to addresgolicy is unbalanced toward Israel Palestinian death toll since the starinternational condemnation...
almost 1200 who were murderedpriority issues and set directionand is completely out of step withof the emergency was at least 373alestinian labour and civil society
or are missing deserves justiceand strategy for the coming week<anadians’ views,” said Sid Ryan,of whom 270 (72 percent) weregroups are crying out for help. An
We will continue to speak up for and months. President of the OFL. “If this believed to be civilians. The appeal signed by the Palestinian
them and for their families until  One ofthe key decisionswas tagyovernment has as strong &@alestinian Ministry of HealthaddsGeneral Federation of Trade
the Federal Governmentrespondset the location and timing for therelationship with Israel as it claims,that over 3,000 Palestinians havé&Jnions and the Palestinian Non-
to our pleas and takes concretaext election for AFN National then Prime Minister Stephenbeen injured, including 904 Governmental Organizations
action to end the violence againsChief, which will take place at a Harper must use every ounce othildren and 533 women.” Network (comprising 133 member
Indigenous women.” Special Chiefs Assembly inhis influence to convince Prime The Federation also says “theorganizations), which was received

Audette said events like theWinnipegfrom December 9to 11.Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to indiscriminate firing of rockets by by the Ontario Federation of
Circle of Hope help to capture theAFN Quebec/Labrador Regionalstop his military’s indiscriminate Palestinian armed groups intoLabour, called for “immediate

Israel”is unacceptable. Two Israeliinternational protection of the
civilians have been killed from civilians of Gaza.”

COmmuniStS in the Street this Summer r(zclf[etfzri]ndt_ln_lprtar fire since the_ “Evde_rx[ ?ﬁ?rt mL;sttbe_ _rlnade
_ N E— start of hostilities. immediately to protect civilians,

But as the statement points outespecially women and children, in
“Parents in Gaza are fleeing theithe short term,” said Ryan. “| am
COMMUNEST e homes from Israel’s attacks, whichalso urging the Harper government
’i_'l:HEEF i ) UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-to support a lasting peace, which
i ; moon described as “atrocious’..will only come through
Nearly half of Gaza’s blockadedinternational efforts to lift the
territory is affected by evacuationblockade of Gaza and to end the
warnings or declaration of "no-goillegal occupation of Palestinian
zones,’ leaving 80,000 peoplelands.”e
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TFWP changes - who do they help?

between 2005 and 2012 in sectordow skilled” agricultural and care Agricultural Worker Program supply and demand under other
Canadian Centre for Polic like manufacturing and mining, jobs are seen asonesthat Canadiamust also live in employer- circumstances, cry foul when
Alternatives-BC, http:// oil and gas, and_mcreased moreitizens and t_hoseW|th permanenprov_lded accommodation (oftenlabour shortages mean they might
behindthenumbers.ca/2014/ than seven-fo_lo! in constru9t|0n.re3|qence will not d_o. The LCPonsne) and have no path to_be forced to raise wages and
07/15/temporary-foreign- Even more striking, though, is therequires workers to Ilyg with thellr s_ettlement, even though many aramprove conditions to attract
worker-program-changes- increase from 4,360 to _44,740e.mployer.as a condition of theirhired year after year to work onworkers. Even more pernicious is
who-do-they-help/ during the same period invisa, leading to well-documentedCanadian farms. that way that the TFWP, in
accommodation and food serviceproblems with excessive working In the cases of the LCP andprotecting businesses from
The Conservative Government'spositions (see info). The “low hours, non-payment of over-time,SAWP, then, labour marketpressures on their profits, applies
Minister of Employmentand Social skilled’ route is therefore the partand a lack of privacy and personatdistortions” are justified by the conditions that make it difficult to
Development, Jason Kenneypof the program targeted by thespace. Workers cannotin practiceneed for low paid workers in theimpossible for the workers who do
announced on June 20th 2014 a rafecently announced reforms. Theséring their dependents, enforcingsectors that provide our basighese vital jobs to make Canada
of changesto the federal Temporarynclude a cap to limit the proportionlong periods of separation withinneeds: food and care. In the lattetheir permanent home. The
Foreign Worker Program (TFWP). of low wage TFWSs that a businesgamilies. Many caregivers arecase, they prevent the provinciaprogram devalues the work done
The program has attractedcan employ, a reformed laboumnurses and teachers but are dend federal Governments fromby employees on these visas by
controversy since at least 2006marketassessment process (LMOskilled through years spent in lowhaving to address the “care deficit’designating them as “low skilled”,
most recently when the CBCare being changed to Laboumwage care work, with no access tdhat results from a lack of public evenwhenworkers’ qualifications
reported that MacDonald’s outletsMarket Impact Assessments, oprograms for upgrading skills andinvestment in childcare andmatch or exceed those required
in Victoriawere favoring temporary LMIAS), and a refusal to processqualifications. In all of these ways,homecare for the elderly. In allfor other streams. Jason Kenny’s
foreign workers over Canadians inapplications for low-skilled the LCP also createslabour marketectors they prevent employershanges do not address any of
hiring decisions and the allocationpositions in accommodation, fooddistortions by creating a pool offrom having to raise wages andhese issues. He might claim to be
of hours. services and retail in regions withprecarious workers who mustimprove conditions to attract putting Canadianworkersfirst, but
The 2006 census recorded anore than 6% unemployment. accept the requirementto live-in -workers. Itis striking that both thehe is hardly playing fair with
118% increase, since 1996, in the The argument, and justificationas the Philippine Women’s CentreGovernment and the bigCanadianimmigration policy.
number of adult non-permanentor reforms, is that the TFWP hasputs it, to “mortgage themselves’corporations like TimHortonsand The author is a research
residents who were working indistorted local labour markets byfor the hope of remaining in MacDonalds, so keen to tout theassociate with the CCPA’'s BC
Canada. Research by Statistickeeping wages down and creatingCanada. Workers in the Seasondfree market” and theories of Office.®
Canada has shown that “theavulnerable workforce with little
number of non-permanentto no labour market mobility. ° ° e o °
residents who entered Canada iThese arguments focus on the U f t d I
2008 (399,523) exceeded theerceived threat to Canadian nl Or Su ppor S lu ICIa re‘/Iew
number of permanent immigrantsworkers. What about the
of all types landed that yearconditions faced by migrant t t N th G t
(247,243).” In other words, workers themselves? As the O S Op Or ern a eway
Canada admitted more people oiGovernment’s own data has
temporary visas than people withshown, migrant workers are more The Northern Gateway from being built. The Northern Gateway pipeline
the right to remain permanently inlikely than Canadian workers andpipeline will do more harm than “The Northern Gateway (and pending Kinder Morgan and
the country. This increase inrecent immigrants to be good to the economy, accordingpipeline brings sky-high risks to Keystone XL projects) will ship
temporary migrants has met withunderemployed (in 2006, 85% ofto Canada’s largest union in theCanadians but only foreign oilunrefined bitumen to foreign
contradictory responses, evemon-permanent residentprivate sector. Arguing that thecompanies will benefit,” said Jerry markets. But according to the
within provinces seen to benefithousekeepers and 55% of cleanefsational Energy Board presentedias, Unifor's National President. Alberta Federation of Labour, only
most. The argumentthat provinciahad completed postsecondary deeply flawed report to federal'We will not stand by while 228 permanentjobswillbe created
labour markets (like Alberta’s) training) and to have lower weeklycabinet, Unifor will join multiple Stephen Harper runs roughshodrom the pipeline.
suffer shortages in key areas hasarnings. The proposed changeBirst Nations and environmentalover Canadian jobs, FirstNations’ *“Canadian natural resources
been countered with the response the TFWP restrict the length oforganizations using legal groundsights, and environmental should create long-term Canadian
that all regions of Canada stillpermits in the low wage stream tato stop the unpopular pipelineconcerns.” jobs and meet Canadians’ energy
suffer from unemployment, and1 year. They do not address the needs,” said Dias. “Unifor stands
that temporary foreign workers persistent problems of exploitatio united with the groups demanding
(TFWs) take jobs from Canadianthatresultfromthe precariouslega that the federal government stop
workers. status of TFWs. These includs reckless pipeline projects and
The Temporary Foreignbeing tied to the sponsoring invest in greener jobs that can
Worker Program has been theemployer (making it difficult to support families.”
fastestgrowing componentofnondeave abusive or exploitative 130 First Nations, most BC
permanent admissions to Canadasituations), poor quality and/or municipalities, and at least half of
The TFWP has four streams:expensive tied accommodation British Columbians oppose the
agricultural workers, live-in and a lack of access to collectivg Enbridge Northern Gateway
caregivers, higher skilled representation. Mostimportantly, proposal.
occupations and lower skilledthe changes to the TFWP do ng* Unifor was founded in 2013
occupations. The lower skilled answer the question: if someone’ when the Canadian Auto Workers
and the Communications, Energy
and Paperworkers unions merged.
With more than 305,000 members,
Unifor is Canada’s largest union
in the private sector.
(Source: Unifor) @

By Kendra Strauss,

biggest increase. Employers whaan't he or she immigrate with full =
want to hire TFWs have to obtainrights to permanent settlement? |g
a positive labour market opinion These are significant gaps i
(LMO) from Employment and what the reforms address, bu —
Social Development Canada - arequally significant is the fact that(People’s Voice file photo)
LMOis essentially alabour marketthey don’t even touch on problems

testto determineifthe employeriswith the Live-in Caregiver

justified in hiring amigrantworker. Program (LCP) and agricultural

The number of TFW positive streams. This is because, unike VDLC backs Pride Parade and Gaza SOIidarity

labour market opinions doubledhospitality and food services work,

elections take place across B.Ccontracting out. The Canadian

e on November 15. Union of Postal Workers has

Meet at the picnic area near the 140 S t. parking

The Vancouver and District Hartman spoke on the Metrouncovered a secret study by the
meeting on July 15. The guestfour general issues around whichCanada Post. CUPE 1004 will
Walk—A—'l‘}lon speakerwas Paul Croes of Multicommittees are being formed:contribute funds towards pro-
Pride,
promoting labour participation isolation. She was in Cumberlancelection, and is endeavouring to
in the Pride Parade on Augustecently for Miners’ Memorial work with other locals.
Sundag' Augugt 10 Alberni Street between Thurlow labour history including the role in Action Committee, IKEA
and Burrard by 11:00 am atof Japanese, Chinese andvorkers in Richmond are still
lot. iust thof 88 A VDLC President Joey mistreatment by the mine ownersthe VDLC, and the boycott of
ot Just south o Ve. Hartman reported that the Resolutions were passed tdKEA stores is still on. A

AImual peOPle'S VOice Labour Council held its monthly Vancouver Alliance, and identified Harper government to privatize
Union who was housing, transit, poverty and socialabour candidates in the civic

Bear creek Park, Surreg, Bc 3. Unionists should gather onevents, and to lead a discussion on According to the Solidarity
section F, North 17. aboriginal miners and their picketing 24/7 with supportfrom

Council’s municipal election support the B.C. Teachers’tentative contract is being

11 am - Walk around committee is conducting surveysFederation, and to support the Julglelayed by the problem of scabs,
beautiful Bear Creek Park and interviews of pro-labour 19 rally against the Israeli attackswhich is being dealt with at the
12 noon - Eniov an candidates in the areas under iten Gaza. Labour Relations Board.
) ) 10y jurisdiction. The Canadian In other reports, the Hospital The trade union movement
international potluck lunch Labour Congress is holding Employees’ Union has ratified itswill celebrate Labour Day on
1 pm - Relax and watch workshops for potential facilities contract, with a 5.5% Monday, September 1 at

candidates across the region oincrease over five years, someSwangard Stadiumin Burnaby’s
September 7. Municipal gains in vacations, and limits onCentral Parke

i our speakers and performers
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EDIT ORIALS

The first casualty of war

There is an old saying that “the first casualty when war com
truth.” This generalization reflects the tendency by imperié

powers to turn reality upside down to win public support for their
ike i LOCKHEED MARTI
DN ™ o 1

crimes. Canadians remember that the tragic US-led occupati
Irag, which has ultimately cost the lives of over half of milli
people, was “justified” by an outrageous campaign of lies orches

appears that a Ukrainian fighter jet was near Malaysian Air fl
MH17 before it crashed on July 17.

of missile systems. Canada’s Conservative politicians
quick to urge NATO action against Russia, which could fur
destabilize the entire region and potentially spark a wider
Coming from Stephen Harper and John Baird (supporte
Israel's killings of Palestinian children) this irresponsible rhet
is highly dangerous.

Instead of wild finger-pointing and threats, there is an ur
need for acalm and rational approach. Only animpartial interna
investigation can determine the truth behind the crash of f
MH17. That message should be sent to all the parties in Can|
Parliament, who shamefully continue to give full support for
fascist-backed regime in Kiev which is shelling and bomb
civilians in southeast Ukraine.

Revenue cuts cause deficits

Now that Ontario voters have rejected the far right drive to s
public programs even further, the big corporations have stepp
the pressure to cut spending to the bone, and even to amputal

t
of briefing notes from the Ontario Council of Hospital Uni%

reveals that the problem with government finances is act
revenue slashing.

Ontario has both the lowest public spending and the lojvest

revenue of all the provinces on a per capita basis, even though
other provinces are relatively poorer. This is nothing new. Stati
Canada data for 2009 (the last year available) indicates that O
had the lowest per capita revenue atthattime, by alarge margi
data also indicates that Ontario’s “own source” revenue (exclu
federal transfers) was 14.4% of Gross Domestic Product, fa
than the average 17.9% of all the provinces.

The briefing notes calculate that if Ontario had taken in the
revenue as the rest of Canada, the treasury would have recei
extra $19.5 billion in 2009, and similar amounts every succe
year. But since the Wynne Liberal government is not likel
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" World Peace Council calls August 30
ona “Global Day of Protest against NA  TO”

bda’sThe year 2014 marks the 100thpeoples. The WPC opposes theeconstruction effort, it brought
theainniversary of the beginning of thegrowing militarization of inter- neither peace nor democracy.
ingFirst World War. It was one of the national relations, the imperialist NATO is an enemy of peace and
deadliest imperialist conflicts in plans for the “Great Middle East”, of the peoples. Without any public
human history, a tragedy that killedthe “Pivot of USA to Asia”, and the debate, NATO’s European member
17 million people. It was describedinterference in the sovereign affairsstates are hosting U.S. nuclear
as “the war to end all wars,” butof peoples and nations in Latinweapons on their territory. In 2010
today, a century later, the military America. a secret agreement on the
ashotential to destroy lives and a deployment of modernized versions
hal lUpabIeenvironmentisat.aterrifying NATO crimes of B61 warheads extended this
. Alesel and continues to rise. . . presence by several decades, not
ns Everyday, all over the world, agalnst humanlty leaving any space for democratic
allpeople suffer from armed conflicts, _ debate on the matter. Through its
military build-up, occupation, acts NATO is the largest, strongestArticle 5 as well, the NATO alliance
f intimidation and aggression,andmostaggressive military alliancemposes obligations on member
mdgdernization and proliferation of inthe world today. Firmly dominated states that are incompatible with the
i Cg‘uclearweapons_and otherwe_apc_)r@y US imperialism, NATO is é}lSOYasoverelgn right of states to decide
(aghmass destruction. The capitalispillar of the European Union’s on peace and war.
g%onomic crisis

\

is further defense strategy. NATO currently The coming summit of NATO

T §gravating peoples’ life while has 28 member states across Nortiy Wales will adopt and further

NBrofits of the war industries areAmerica and Europe. Another 22develop the Lishbon summit
€¥Fowing. The ground for military countries are engaged inthe so-calledecisions (2010), will use old and
aggressions and imperialistwars waguro-Atlantic Partnership Council new pretexts for its role as “world
M§ever determined by accidentalEAPC). Next to this another 19sheriff” securing markets, energy
eded@nts or personal decisions. countries are engaged with NATOresources and spheres of influence,
ing The centenary of World War Onethrough programs such as theo the detriment of the peoples
toshould be a moment for reflection,”Mediterranean Dialogue”, the rights and needs. The dissolution

increase taxes on corporations and the wealthy, Ontario wofkingr strengthening peace and for'lstanbul Cooperation Initiative” or of NATO must be a priority for

people will be stuck with the real spending cuts which are or} thencouraging international friendshipthe “Partnership for Peace” acrosshose defending peace, social
way, especially if the government keeps to its plan to balancp thand solidarity on the basis of equalitythe globe. justice and progress, along with
budget by 2017/18. With inflation in Ontario running at 3% annuglly and respect for the sovereignty of Since 1991, NATO has therightof every people to struggle

workers inthe public sector face years of pay increases at well
that level.

The picture is similar across Canada. In British Columbia,
massive tax cuts for the rich and the corporations granted b

Campbell government back in 2002 continue to cost the provigci

treasury over $2 billion every year. The nexttime you hear politig
and corporate media call for austerity, remember that the ecor
elite are receiving the biggest handout in Canada’s history
endless “gravy train” for the rich.

eldiie peoples. It must be directeceggressively expanded its memdor the disengagement from it.
toward ending economic dom-bership and theatre of operations. e call upon all peace loving
thanation of the monopolies andThis fact alone reveals itspeople and organizations to mark
| tiaultinational corporations as well fundamental purpose: to be a keythe August 30, as a Global Day of
i@s towards aggressive miIitarytOOll Of. Western imperialist Protest Against NATO, demanding
lliances. domination of the globe. its dissolution!

Therefore, we should act against NATO is an enemy of peace. Tg coincide with the WPC

3 ATO, the number 1 war machineNATO is committed to the doctrines g Day of Protest, the
in the world. The World PeaceOf first strike and pre-emptive oo 5 4ian Peace Congress is
Council, founded shortly after thestrikes. As an offensive military encouraging actions across

ané

omj

alliance it stands ready to intervene )
end of the World War Il under the y anada on Aug. 30. For infor-
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slogan “No more War - No more before diplomacy has been given &£ ) )
Fascism”, underlines the need tdoroper chance, if such is in theMation, orto list an event, please
draw conclusions from the periodinterest of Western imperialism.contact the Peace Congress at
which led to the Nazi invasion to NATO’s expansion and provo- info@canadianpeacecongress.ca.
Poland on 1st September 1939 angations - as the crisis in Ukraine
the beginning of the Second Worlddemonstrates - are directly ¢
War. The growing imperialist responsible for destabilization,|
ambitions of Nazi Germany thenunrest, violence and war. I
met with the imperialist agenda of NATO is an enemy of the
other forces, who did not opposepeoples. When it intervenes, it
the German expansion to the Eastifembers regularly use toxicl
the beginning. The gloriousweapons containing deplete
resistance of peoples againstiranium or white phosphor.l
Fascism and Nazismin combinatiorMoreover, NATO considers nuclear
with the struggle and the tens ofweapons to be afundamental part
millions of Soviet people who died, its defense strategy. The alliancq
led to the liberation of Europe from aggressively pursues and promotef
fascism and the victory of themilitary  provocation and
peoples. intervention all around the globe,|
The post war international andthe results are always increasejl
situation, the foundation of the UN destruction, displacement, an
andits charter created anew situatiodeath. The examples of the wars i
for the peoples and their strive forthe former Yugoslavia and the
freedom and sovereignty. All this iscreation of the protectorate ofll
being fiercely challenged andKosovo, in Afghanistan and Libya, |
overthrown today. Efforts are madeas well as the aggression again
to substitute the UN by NATO, neo-Syria, all bear witness to the
fascist forces are growing in manydisastrous humanitarian impact o
parts of Europe serving reactionanyNATO’sintervention. Inlraq, where |
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West reopens old sores in Ukraine

1918. Nationalist sentimentsauthorities. Another from the
created new nations, as thd-erences fought against anc
July 2014 - As the cease fire endedemnants of the old guard strugglecguccessfully escaped twice fro
and the peace process falterto reemerge. Naziimprisonment, rejoining with
further, Ukraine descends further The threat of a new war wasthe Red Army from Stalingrad to
into bloodshed. Reports say thahever far from anyone’s mind, Berlin. Butmyimmediate relatives
fighters from Chechnya havewhich brings usto the geopoliticalhad managed their escape in 192
joined the rebels in Easternduelbetween Russia and the Wesallowing their descendants to live
Ukraine, alongside Right SectorEven without a large scalein peace at last.
militants being brought in from confrontation, the renewal of There is a common thread
Western Ukraine on the side of theethnic and religious skirmishes andbf immigration to Canada in
Ukrainian military (as well as insurgenciesisworrisome enoughorder to escape never-ending
private American mercenaries) - This all strikes a personal notewar. This helps to show how
worrying signs that the countrywhen I consider my own family hollow are the attempts by the
will continue to be roiled by ethnic history. My ancestors on my Canadian governmentto depic
conflict. maternal grandfather’'s side,Canada’s sizable Ukrainian
The fears of a fractured societyethnic Ukrainians on the easterrcommunity as absolute in their
born from the edge between support for the new Ukrainian
February coup Austria- authorities, even to the point
seem to be Hungary and of encouraging anincreasingl
rapidly Other Russia, were brutal civil war.
becoming stuck in the Ukraine deserves the right to
realized. By . middle of the determine its destiny free fromf®
deposing an VOICeS. .. morass. My political domination from either [BE= g
elected greatbabawas east or west, and to reject eitheis
president and hauled off to the economic control of Russia’'s
forcing a work as a slave in a Germarncorrupt oligarchs or the
polarizing, definite shift either to dairy, while my great gido was devastation of IMF imposed theft
east or west, the nation’s unitysent to fight for the Hapsburgs.and austerity. Its diverse region )
now seems irreconcilably broken.He eventually surrendered to thedeserve fair representation withinHome in the eastern city of Slaviansk destroyed in a June 24
Asfighters continue to pourin, theRussians, was held as a POWa decentralized federal systembombing raid by Ukraine military forces.
European continent is seeingescaped during the Revolutionbut most of all, Ukraine deserves
violence unheard of since theand made the long trek on footpeace, dialogue and reconsparked violence in the west andhe continuation of the centuries
breakup of Yugoslavia in the back to his home village, whichciliation, and the rejection of theeast of the country. Theold cycle of violence. A grim
1990s. As has happened in Iragwas now within Poland. My greatfascist nationalism that hasalternative seems little more tharProspect indeece
Libya and Syria, the West seems$paba survived through secretly
to care little about the chaos thasuckling the cows she tended,
ensues in the aftermath of itsand eventually was allowed

attempts atregime change. . home. Howard Kaplan launches campaign

A drastic uptick in violence My great-grandparents met,
followed the May 25 presidential married and set outto have afamily. "
election, which the West hadMy great baba, however, was a for re_EIGCtlon to TDSB
portrayed as the turning pointvery astute woman. Sensing the
towards stability, but was largely coming of the next great war, she Long-time advocate for election promises and provideagreements with ourteachersand
boycotted in the restive easteventually convinced my greatuniversalquality publiceducation,adequate funding for all daysupport staff this upcoming year.
Clashes between rebels andjido of the necessity to emigrateHoward Kaplan, has announcekindergarten and specialWe respect our staff and our
security forces rose sharply, aso the New World. His family, the his campaign for re-election aseducation, especially for some ofcontracts at the TDSB. Now is
the Ukrainian military turned to Warchomikas, were Toronto District School Board the needier Ward 5 schools in théhe time for the provincial
large scale bombardment againstomparatively well to do in the trustee in Toronto’s Ward 5, York TDSB. “We need increasedgovernment to show its
both rebels and populated civilianregion, and it required some sizabléentre. capital funding to deal with the commitment by dedicating new
areas. persuasion from his wife, who “Too many students are falling shortfalls, which lead to pressurefunding to education,” Kaplan
Hopes for peace are slippingcame fromthe lower class Ferencbetween the cracks while otherso sell off school land and emphasized.
even further away after Presidentamily. are unable to reach their fullbuildings,” said Kaplan, who Kaplan's campaign manager is
Poroshenko’s “peace plan”proved This class difference waspotential because of inadequatgpent considerable time duringElizabeth Hill, herself a veteran
to be cynically ineffective. To illustrated by two different government funding and short-these past four years as a truste@g year formertrustee onthe TDSB
anyone with a long memory, thisexperiences. One relative from thesighted policies,” said Kaplan. “It's working with parents opposed toand York Board of Education.
all seems too terribly familiar. The Warchomikas fought alongside thetime we put in place a fundingselling off public spaces as a band“Howard works tirelessly to ensure
aftermath of the First World War, Nazis for the fascist Organizationformula that addresses studentsaid for manufactured budgetthat our schools are safe and
with the collapse of both the of Ukrainian Nationalists, a groupreal needs.” failings. healthy. He really supports “Kids
Austro-Hungarian and Russianextolled by the far-right groups With the provincial budget “l also call on the Minister of — not Cuts”, and that's why I'm
Empires, left an environment thatthat frighteningly remain in key released, Kaplan appeals to th&€ducation to provide the fundsworking to re-elect Howard,”
continued to be bloody long afterpositions among the new UkrainianLiberal government to keep itswe need to reach fair collectivestressed Hill®

By Graham L. Wilson

TFWP “reforms” leave cheap labour strategy int  act

Statement b expanding use of casualizedpf entry, while others are beingpublic pressure. exempted from the cap on low-
y the Central . ; ; L PSS . ,
Executive Committee, temporary, non-union workers,deportegiwnhoutthenghttoappeal. Lllke.S|m|Iar programs in other wage, temporary migrang
Communist Party of paid minimum wages and withoutThe racist B_|II C24 the sp—callc:::dcapnahst_countrl_es,theTWFP alsoNorkers. o
Canada, July 2014 benefits. Thedr!vetored_uce labout'Strengthening C|t|zen$h|p Act”, gave rl_ght—W|_n_g forces an PIacmg Il_mlts on the numt_)er
’ costs and attain a flexible workcreates a new second-tier categorgpportunity to divide the working of applications and charging
After a series of revelationsforce is creating a brutal system obf citizens with less rights. The class by promoting anti-immigranthigher fees will not stoqg
about abuses of the Temporarynodern capitalist slavery, asystenTories axed health benefits forracism. employerswho depend on che@p
Foreign Worker Program which generates, and feeds off, aefugees and refugee claimants, Butwith growing protests over temporary labour, including big
(TFWP), the Harper huge pool of working poor. denying accesstodrugs, dentalanthe mistreatment of TFWP corporations like MacDonald$
Conservatives have announced The TFWP was introduced vision care, and even wheelchairsworkers, and the understandingand Tim Hortons.
so-called “sweeping changes”.under the former Liberal until this racist policy was that this program artificially =~ We join with others in thg
Their political aim is to prevent government, as part of a wideroverturned by the Supreme Courtinflates unemployment rates, itlabour and immigrant rightg
this scandal from becoming acorporate drive to channel cheap Meanwhile, the Temporary became necessary for themnovementsto say thatthe entife
major issue in the 2015 federalabour to employers. TheForeign Worker Program Conservatives to announceTFWP must be scrapped, npt
election, without reversing the Conservatives have gone furtherexpanded, to funnel foreignchanges. just “adjusted”. We support the
cheap labour strategy demandedrecting new obstacles againsworkers into poorly-paid jobs But the “reforms” announced demands to grant immediale
by big capital. immigration  for  family- without legal rights, protections by Minister Jason Kenney will saveaccess to the immigration stre
Canada needs policies to puteunification and other orbenefits. These super-exploitedhe low-skills TFW program. The for all current temporary foreig
people’s needs ahead ofhumanitariangrounds,andreducingvorkers are at the mercy ofestimate that some 12,000workers, to shut down th
corporate greed. Instead, thahe number of successful refuge@mployers, andthenforcedtoleavemployers rely on the TFWPIlow?wage categories, and {o
Harper government usesapplicants.Visarequirementshave&Canada. The 2012 Conservativéeaves out primary agriculture,allow those who come to wor
temporary foreign workers asbeen increased for certainbudget allowed companies to payourism and resorts relying onin Canada the ability to settle as
part of the drive against job andnationalities, and foreign visitors TFWP workers 15% less than theyouth with open work permits. permanent residents, with tHe
income security for working suspected of potentially seekingprevailing wage, a move whichSome 830,000 employers withsame rights and protections of
people. This includes theasylum are being blocked at portsvas later reversed after intenséewer than 10 workers areall workerse
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Ontario voters reject Tory austerity and job cuts

pulled the plug on the Liberal incremental. The Liberals meanwhile donneddespite efforts to suppress the vote
Executive Committee, CPC minority, heedless of the OFL's Th_e NDP had no intention of Fhe mantle ofde_fender_ofworkerspy the conservatiye right. This
(Ontario) - abridged WeII-found(_ad fear o_f a Tory win working _W|th labour to extract jobs, and pub[lc services. Theylr]cluded complaints by .the
and promise of right-to-work concessions from the minoritywere ably assisted by the well-Liberals and NDP to Elections
The June 12th Ontario electionlegislation. Liberals. Instead they planned tdinanced Working Families Ontario that Tory operatives in
was a victory for the Liberalswho  The Liberals wanted the NDPforce an election, hoping to secureCoalition and its effective Londonand Ottawa had sentletters
won a majority, rebounding from to support the budget, but weremore seats at the expense of thielevision and media attack adsmis-directing voters to polls on
a series of scandals linked taalso prepared to go to the votersl.iberals. NDP leader AndreaThey appealed directly to NDPelectionday. The complaints were
privatization and vote-buying in with a $130 billion, 10-year Horwath wanted to duplicate thesupporters to vote Liberal, as thesimilar to the robocall scandal in
2011, and the massive attack omnfrastructure plan, and an Ontaricsuccess of Jack Laytoninthe 201bnly way to stop the Tories. In sothe federal election.
teachers and educational workerglefined benefit pension plan stolerfederal election when the Liberaldoing, they completed the The Tories were soundly
with Bill 115in 2012. The Liberal fromthe NDP’s 2010 policy book. vote collapsed and the NDP surgetransformation of the Liberal rejected acrossurbanand suburban
win was also a resounding defeaThe Liberals designed the budgebn the “orange wave” to becomeimage from corrupt, self-servingareas, and in northern Ontario,
for Tim Hudak and the Tories’ - which became their platform - tothe Official Opposition. Butitwas Big Business party, into a defendemvhile they retained rural ridingsin
anti-labour, austerity platform of look very progressive, obscuringthe Tories that formed a majorityof democratic and social rights,eastern and south-western Ontario.
public sector job cuts, the regressive wage andgovernment in 2011 - oneand as the creator of jobs, growthThe Tories’ one “beachhead” in
privatization, and “right to work” privatization policies thatwere alsoCanadians have been in sharpnd economic and social securityToronto (won in a spring by-
laws. in it. In the process the Liberalsstruggle with ever since. Andtheydiditvirtually overnight. election by former Deputy Mayor
This election was unwanted ancbut-manoeuvred the NDP by The “New Labour” politics of Doug Holyday, with the support
opposed by the Ontario Federatiomffering what appeared to be a bigrony Blair, Jack Layton, and Roy - "™ of Rob Ford and the Harper
of Labour, who had appealed toand a progressive agenda, whil&komanow showed up in the NDPThe Tories: 1 million Tories), was lost by more than
the NDP to support thethe NDP offered up policies thatcampaign, with Horwath’spromisejObs,]_()O’OOO job cuts 4,500 votes in Etobicoke. In
government’s budget. Butthe NDPwere small, inadequate, ando link increases in the minimum Burlington  (just outside
wage to tax cuts for smallbusiness, The Tories campaigned on aHamilton), the Tories were easily
and the promise to Big Businessplatform of creating a million jobs, defeated despite having held the
that any tax increase onafterby-electionresultslastspringseat continuously since 1943.
corporations and the wealthyshowed that their pitch for “right The Green Party, which had
would be minimal and temporary.to work” laws was a vote-loser, polled up to 7% before the election,
To those campaigning for “a $14not a vote-getter. Tim Hudaklost some support as votes
minimum wage now”, Horwath declared the issue was off thepolarized. As well as electoral
said the NDP would offer $12 - agenda, butthe publicrightly didn'treform and environmental issues,
but not until 2016. believe it, after the trade unionincluding sharp oppositionto Line
The platform and the strategymovement had spent the last yea®, the pipelines, and the tar sands,
bent so far to placate corporatanobilizingand educating workersthe Greens also campaigned for a
interests thata sharply critical letteand communities about “right tomerger of Catholic and public
from 34 prominent NDPers waswork for less” laws in the US, andschool systems which many voters
leaked to the media in mid-the significant loss of wages andunderstood to mean a single,
campaign, while Gerald Caplanrights that followed. secular system of education. This
wrote asimilar scathingassessment The Tories also shotthemselvegosition now has majority support
in a Globe and Mail op-ed piece.in the foot with the proposal toin Ontario.
Among other things, the 34startcreatingonemillionnewjobs, But in fact the Green Party
wondered if there was still a placeby laying off 100,000 public sector advocates confederated school
for them in the NDP. The public workers. It made no sense, and iboards in which both Catholic and
agreed with the sentiment and thetruck a chord of real fear in apublic systems would co-exist,
NDP lost three of its five Toronto province suffering one of the maintaining the status quo where
seats. They won three seats itighestunemploymentratesinthentario continued to be the only
Sudbury, Oshawa and Windsorcountry. Hudak madeitevenworseprovince still funding a parallel
thanks mainly to the efforts of theby releasing figures that didn’t addreligious school system. With the
local labour movement, ending upup, exposing the plan’s creators aexception of some of its
with the same 21 seat total - and noank amateurs. Economists froncandidates, the Green party offered
longer the balance of power. allsectors dismissedthefiguresano substantial challenge to
OFL President Sid Ryan gibberish. austerity policies.
tweeted, “By triggering this  The result was 10 lost seats for
: : - election the NDP placed thethe Tories (down to 27), the NDP i !
Statement from Sid Ryan, President of the Ontario Labour Movementin r?arm’s way. holding at 21, and the Liberals upcommunISt Party’ s
Federation of Labour There will be a serious and frankto 59 seats with a comfortableSUPPOIt grows

July 14 - The Ontario Federation of Labour welcomes the megsufdigcussion with the party.” majority. Voter turnout was up,
in today’s budget that will make the province a better place fe=
workers, butwarns thatit will continue to vigorously oppose all fqrm
of privatization and cuts that unfairly place the burden for redycir]
the deficit on the backs of workers. :
The governmentreceived a strong endorsement from Ontarigan
the last provincial election to move forward on commitmen
create a public pension program, invest in public infrastructure a
job creation, implement modest steps towards fair taxation| al
increase wages for personal support and childcare workers. The G
commends these positive measures and looks forward to work
with the government to ensure the Ontario Registered Pensio

Commentary by the

Communists on the streets, distributing the party's leaflets at
Toronto's Dufferin and Bloor during the Ontario election campaign.
(Photo: Ed Bil)

OFL: Wynne’ s budget
must go further to
reverse austerity

The Communist Party more
than doubled its vote, and interest
was much greater than in previous
elections. Only the Communist
Party had a clear and consistent
platform against austerity,
projecting a way out of recession
based on job creation, higher
wages and living standards,
expanded social programs and
public services, real economic

(ORPP) will work for Ontario workers. The importance of the ORP
being comparable to the Canada Pension Plan, so that it can bé¢ rg
into that plan at a later date, cannot be overstated.
Overall, the government must go further to reverse austerity a
the labour movement cautions against being drawn back into afpot
divisive round of deficit paranoia. Ontario already has the lowest p
capita spending on public services and, for all Ontarians who rely
these services, further cuts is not an option. Instead, the gove
must live up to its responsibility to raise revenue and reinvest it|ba
into our communities. While raising income tax on the top |tw
percentis a positive measure, recent corporate tax cuts should pls| &
reversed to ensure corporations are paying their fair share. -
The continued focus on public private partnerships (P3s) and §
potential privatization of public assets also raises major congert
Ontario needs to look no further than the Brampton ho pit
boondoggle that cost taxpayers an additional $394 million or t
Highway 407 debacle to know that P3s and government giveawpyy
public assets do not deliver gains for the citizens of this province
The coming months and years will be challenging times fof t
government and labour in this province. It should come as no surp
to the government when public sector unions come to the bargdin
table looking for gains. Furthermore, as Ontario continues to strlige
to rebound from the recent recession, the labour movement lab dits alli ked ke the d d
committed to working with the government to increase protecfio elabourmovementand its allies worked to make the deman

for workers increasingly finding themselves in precarious and jpa/2’ @ Nigher minimum wage a key issue in the Ontario election.
e s e T S e et een here, OFL Young Worker representative Denise Martins

speaks at a rally in Toronto. (PV photo: Ed Bil)

growth through public investment
and the development of an
industrial and manufacturing
policy that puts people’s needs
before corporate greed.

The party proposed to double
the corporate tax rate to 23%,
restore the capital tax and capital
gains taxes, collect deferred taxes
and close tax loopholes, and
introduce wealth and inheritance
taxes on estates over $750,000.
The party also proposesimmediate
tax relief for working people by
eliminating the HST, removing
education from the property tax,
and eliminating user fees.

Rent controls and plant closure
legislation with teeth are also high
on the agenda to stop greedy
landlords and run-away
corporations, along with action and
funds to protect healthcare from
privatization in all its evolving
forms. Anti-scab legislation and

see ONTARIO, page 11
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A female combat ant of F ARC-EP speaks out

Natalie Mistral (NM): The

foreign policy of the United States
is an aggressive policy aimed al
the geo-economic control of the
planet, in a colonial way.This
means that the survival of the
American way of life depends on
its unlimited access to energy ang
“I am a communist, | have biological resources produced by

This interview with Natalie
Mistral, international
combatant of the FARC-EP,
is dated July 9, 2014. The
complete original Spanish
text is online at
www.mujerfariana.org.

always been, and as such | another nations, and all means tq.

internationalist; | don’trecognize guarantee them seem valid.

neither the bourgeois concept of What we are seeing now is the

the nation-state, nor the artificial implementation of a strategy off;
against |§
my identity. | am part of the people governments who do not submit to

boundaries that want to restrictdestabilization

a citizen of the world who decidedtheir interests. Therefore, they usg

to take part in a global war andenhance aninternal reactionarf

declared a long time ago by theopposition, which they artificially
big capitalists to the rest of organize and feed with the help o
humanity”. the CIA. This, with the help of

This is part of an article written paramilitary groups that generate
by Natalie Mistral, entitled “We street violence and with full
are internationalists ... so what!”support of the international media,
in which she vindicates her statugjives an impression of chaos an
of internationalist combatant, lawlessness. Ithappened in Libyal

well-being of its people and peace,
changing the outlook for the
colonialist and militaristic U.S.
game, principles outlined in the
Declaration of the Second Summit
of CELAC held in Havana, Cuba
in January 2013. ALBA is,
moreover, an economically and
politically independent body, in
relation to the interests of central
capitalism. | believe that they are
some of the few international
bodies that could be suitable to
mediate in an armed social conflict,
as intense and prolonged as the
Colombian one.

MF: Let's talk about being a
female guerrilla combatant. Do
you consider yourself a feminist?
NM: Ifwe define feminism as critical
thinking and political practice that
rejectsthe unjusttreatmentofwomen
and the domination of one sex over
the other, yes. But above all | am a
communist. | believe that the class

while she extols the value andSyria and Ukraine, among manyNatalie Mistral
detachmentfor anythingindividual sinister examples. The Venezuelan

struggle is anti-racist, anti-
homophobic and anti-patriarchal

of so many men and women likecase is an example of heroism of and mining and energy resource&/NASUR, ALBA and CELAC and absolutely internationalist by
her, who decided to expand theipeople that doesn’t allow anybodyare important for the United Statesmean, can these bodies contributeature. That's not just a cute

frontiers to give the best oftopressureor manipulateit,despiteut also critical for achieving to peace in Colombia?

statement of principles, it is a

themselves to the noble cause afhe obvious and
the oppressed. destabilization,

intensedemocratic consolidation in theNM: | think they are important necessity, because the capitalist
which hasregion, once real democracy forprocesses, from states, so that aflystem is based on racial, sexual

This statement is enough toincreased since the death ofhepeopleisachieved. Wecansagf Latin America and the and social division of labor;

know that Natalie is awoman who,Comandante Chavez.
like many other human beings on

that who controls Colombia, Caribbean can regain theirtherefore capitalism won't be
In Colombia, the context is controls Latin America, and our sovereignty... for the constructiondestroyed without overcoming
this planet, does not believe indifferent, because the Republic hag;ommitment is to the people.

of the Great Bolivarian Nation. these misconceptions. Equity in all

borderswhenitis about defendingsince its inception, been subjectedF: What do Latin American And of course, the consolidationthese matters is my aspiration for
issues of justice and humandignityto the interests of Washington.integration processes, such asfa new power bloc to defend thesociety ®

She affirms that feeling of Therefore there is no democracy

solidarity when she saysbut a masked dictatorship of
“Colombia deserves the world’schanging faces. Here, the politica
attention”. Another important opposition evolves towards a clas:
aspect to highlight is that she usedtruggle, and the highest expressio
to be a labor activist and sheof it is the revolutionary armed
participated in the different socialstruggle, which arises from the
struggles of her country. impossibility of the existence of a
Nearly two years after thesetrue democracy. | am talking about
statements, with the experience oén armed people, which has beel
more than twelve years ofresisting for more than 50 years
membership in the FARC-EP, aand which has suffered more
period characterized as one of thenassacres and disappearancesth
bloodiest in the fascist onslaughtduring the dictatorships of the
against the organization, NatalieSouthern Cone. The intervention
speaks with mujerfariana, onof the United States in this case i
foreign policy, Latin-American to maintain the relationship of
integration and feminism. dependency, to avoid the fall of
the government, at whatever cost
Mujer Fariana (MF): What do Without their intervention,
you think of the foreign policy of Colombia would have had its
the United States? Whatrevolution and established true
relationship do you see betweerlemocracy many years ago.
the conflict in Libya, Syria, Colombiais a key player in the
Ukraine and Venezuela, and ingeo-strategic board of the
that context: what role doescontinent. Its central geographica
Colombia play? position, its water, its biological

Colombia peace talks
still moving forward

Little noticed in North America, the organization and the selectiorsocial sectors and populations,
the important peace talks takingorocess of the delegations on thisnd the regional approach.”
place between the government ofopic will be done by the United Members of the delegations
Colombia and the RevolutionaryNations/Colombia and the Centroshould be direct victims of the
Armed Forces of Colombia- de Pensamiento y Seguimiento atonflict, not others speaking on
People’s Army (FARC-EP) Proceso de Paz from the Nationalheir behalf. The delegations and
continue to move forward in University, in consultation with their members will have full
Havana. In July, the two sidesdifferent associations of victimsautonomy to express their
issued ajoint Communique 39 fromof the conflict. viewpoints, and both parties
the talks, about the status of the The communique stresses theommit to take full account of
negotiations. Communique 39need to select delegations whichheir views and proposals, as part
informs the Colombian public are balanced and pluralistic,of the general purpose of ending
about mechanisms for directreflecting “the whole universe of the conflict and achieving
participation by victims of the human rights violations and reconciliation.
internal conflict, which “willbe a breaches of International Moreinformationonthe peace
key input for the discussions onHumanitarian Law that have beerprocess, as understood by the
thisissue.” made during the internal conflict, FARC-EP, can be found online

At the request of both parties,taking into account the differentat http://farc-epeace.org.

International st atements condemn att acks against Gaza

Palestinian people.

Joint Statement of the The EU also

Communist and Workers’

the lifting of every form of signatories,
bears blockade against the Palestiniansolidnet.org.)
responsibility, as it follows the in Jerusalem, the West Bank and

see http:// recent increase of all kind
intimidation and arrests in the

Palestinian West Bank and East

Parties line of keeping an “equal distance”the Gaza Strip.
We, the communist andbetween the victim and the- The immediate end to the citizens.
workers’ parties which sign this persecutor and is simultaneouslsettlements and the withdrawal of The World Peace Council The aggressive policy of the
Joint Statement condemn thedeveloping cooperationwith Israelall the settlers that have settledexpresses its outrage with theoccupation regime of Israel, the
barbaric and criminal assault ofat a military and economic- beyond the 1967 borders. ongoing bombardment of theongoing settlements in the West
the state of Israel against thepolitical level. - The right of return of all the Palestinian Gazastrip bythe Israelbank and Jerusalem, demolition
Palestinian people. The communist and workers’ Palestinian refugeestotheirhomesyccupation forces which haveof houses, the separation wall in
We express our full solidarity parties that sign this statemenbn the basis of the relevant UNresulted already in more than 10@he West Bank is being fully
with the people of Palestine anddemand: decisions. dead and hundreds of injuredsupported by the USA and the EU,
we call on the workers all overthe- That the crime against the- All joint military exercises and majority civilians and even who are equating victims and
world to mobilize in order to Palestinian people be condemnedll the agreements of military children amongst them. aggressors. It is constituting a
strengthen the wave of- The continuing air raids againstcooperation with Israel must be We condemn the brutalcriminal complicity in the slowly
condemnation against Israel, inthe Palestinian people must ceaseancelled. murderous attack by the Israeligenocide ofthe Palestinian people.
order for solidarity with the immediately and a ground- A Palestinian state on the 1967Air Force against the Palestinian We support the right of the
Palestinian people to be expressedffensive must be prevented.  borders, with East Jerusalem asitpeople aiming at the collectivePalestinian people to resist
in a practical way. - The Israeli occupation armiescapital. punishment of a people strugglingoccupation in their territories and
The USA also bears anmustwithdraw. (This statement was initiatedfor its inalienable right for an demand the end of all type of
enormous responsibility for these- The immediate liberation of all by the Communist Party of Greeceindependent state and with obviousttacks by the Israeli army.
bloody developments, which ispolitical prisoners fromthe Israeli As of July 18, the statement wagloals to obstruct any kind of Peace and stability in the region
supporting Israel in every way in prisons. signed by over sixty parties,negotiations and peace settlement
the continuation of the - The tearing down of the including the Communist Party ofin the decades long occupation.
oppression and massacre of thanacceptable wall of division andCanada. For the full list of = We denounce furthermore theS€€ STATEMENTS, page 11

World Peace Council Jerusalem against Palestinians
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¥ 7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

i i needed” to force cancellation ofshe said. “It is only Samdechmandates will be limited to three i i
Per.u unions flght the bill. [Prime Minister] Hun Sen who months. Even if unions meet theNXP flres union
anti-worker law Independent police trade unionscan resolve this issue for us. If hes0% threshold, members couldeaders
joined the protest and told thedoes not help there is no hope.” face criminal charges ifthey break
Unions in Peru are fighting to governmentthat “trade unionsare A management representativestrict new picketing rules. NXP Semiconductors, the
stop a package of anti-workernot public enemies” and do notat Ocean Garment said workers The Tolpuddle eventcelebrateshillion-dollar electronics
economic incentives from “threaten Serbia's constitutionalwould notreceive anythingiftheyfarm workers who were manufacturer, is intimidating
becoming law. The proposedorder.” kept protesting. The factory hastransported to Australia for theworkers and using delaying tactics
measures aim at attracting foreign  Union leaders blame Vucic andasked district authorities to deploycrime of forming aunion. O’'Grady to break demands to reinstate
investment and boosting growthLabor Minister Aleksandar Vulin police to protect its property. said, “Back in 1834 the illegally fired workers in the
atthe expense of workplace healtlior meeting most of the requests On the same day, about 90government used the law to sendhilippines.  The  Dutch
and safety and the environment. from foreign employers in Serbia.employees from Sun Well Shoessix farm workers to Australia to multinational, whichis reportedly
The package was approved by “This law will not benefit factory arrived at the ministry for stop them campaigning againstlowsupplying technology for Apple’s
Congress and could be signed intworkers, it will benefit employers theirownwage negotiations. Aboutpay. Today Conservativenew iPhone 6, sacked 24 trade
law soon by President Ollantawho will be able to generate morel,000 workers began a strike orpoliticians are threatening tounion leaders from the Metal
Humala. Unions are urging him toprofits,” Orbovic said. July 15 to demand a monthly $5change the law on ballots to stopNorkers Alliance of the
instead to engage inawider debate Vucic is trying to stabilize his attendance bonus, a $15 per montivorkers from taking strike action Philippines (MWAP) on May 5.
on growing the economy while cabinet after Finance Ministertravel and accommodation subsidyagainst low pay.” Now the company wants to pay off
ensuring full respect for labour, severance pay and better safety the sacked workers, effectively
social and environmental rights. equipment. Negotiations ended removing the union leadership
The Ollanta government is( after just two and a half hours, anoReIease_ Reza from the plant. MWAP has
caving to employer pressure an the management enlisted soldierShahab” rejected this offer.
backtracking on earlier advances to guard the factory. Despite assurances, NXP has
In 2008, the newly-elected Reza Shahabi, treasurer of théailed to bring a new negotiating
government passed a law o Syndicate of Workers of theteam to the table for talks. In the
workplace health and safety with Wa_IkOUtS paralyze Tehran and Suburbs Busmeantime,thefiredtrade unionists
the promise of forging a new grain exports Company, has been in custody imemain without work and without
culture of risk prevention and Iran since June 2010 on chargepay. NXP has also increased the
enforcement through labour- Port workers in Argentina’s that result from his representatiomumber of security guards at its
management health and safet Rosario hub began an indefiniteof union members. Shahabi isplant in Cabuyao, outside the
committees. Employers resisteq strike on July 16, joining grain suffering from health problems, Philippine capital Manila.
implementing the law, with inspectors, who walked out a daywhich appear to result from brutal MWAP has succeeded against
disastrous results: 436 workerd earlier. The strikes threaten exportsreatment when he was arrestedall odds in achieving union
have died in the last three years in fromthe world’s No. 3 exporter of Reports say that Shahabi has losepresentation at the Cabuyao
industrial accidents. soybeans and corn. about 17 kilos, and is experiencingacility, which is located in a
The government is now letting Lazar Krstic quiton July 12, saying  Argentina has a depreciatingpartial loss of vision and eye pain.special economic zone notorious
employers outsource accidenthe premier was unwilling to go currency, andinflationis expectedHe is also having stomach pairfor hostility towards unions. When
prevention to third-party servicealong with austerity measuresto hit 30% this year, eating intoand defecating blood, MWAP workers attempted to
providers, reducing the frequencyKrstic’s successor, Dusan Vujovic,buying power. accompanied with severenegotiate a new collective
of health testing, limiting the time wants to seek international The San Lorenzo branch of theheadaches. Walking has becomagreement, NXP fired their leaders
available for trade unionists to befinancing to cover for easing theCGT federation said the strikevery difficult, and he is feeling under the pretext that failure to
involved in health and safetypain of austerity. would cause “total paralysis for anweakness and numbnessin variousork on public holidays mounted
issues, and decreasing fines and The new labour code offers noindefinite period of time in all the body parts, especially his feet. to an illegal strike.
criminal penalties in cases ofprotectionorexemptionsfornearlyport terminals of the region.” Unions and other organisations, NXP has operations in over 25
violations. 60,000 workersemployedinabout “(Wage) agreements reachedncluding the ITF, Amnesty countries. Formerly a Philips
The proposed changes wouldl60 enterprises that have beefastyear are now totally outdated)nternational, and the Internationaldivision, in 2013 NXP reported
also weaken the Environmentrestructured for years and whichgiventheinflation rate,” said PabloLabor Organization, have maderevenue of US$4.82 billion. As
Ministry, reduce fines in the eventthe government needs to resolvé®alacio, secretary of the Union ofnumerous appeals for his freedomyell as being a key supplier to
of environmental damage, andoy next spring. Grain Recipients of Argentina andtoreceive the medical attentio\pple, its customers include
speed up the approval process for (Urgara) in Rosario. Urgara hashe needs. For information, visitBosch, Continental and Samsung
permits in key sectors such aGarment Worker demanded a wage increase of 4&ww.labourstartcampaigns.net. among other major employers.
mining and energy, whichis likely percent for its workers.
to increase social conflicts overtalks break down Meanwhile, crews operating
the use of natural resources. port vessels have threatened t
Garment workers from two walk out, an action that could
factories  descended onparalyze the movement of]
Serbs prOteS_t Cambodia’s Labor Ministry on container ships. Truck drivers alsg
labour law bill July 17 as talks over their separatgowed to strike by July 21.
wage demands began and then Theindustrial actions come neal
Thousands of Serbian workersoroke down within hours. About the end of the harvest for soy an
have protested planned changes 80 workers from Ocean Garmentcorn, a peak time for exports.
the labour code designed to cufactory, which suspendedTypicallythousands oftruckloads
wages and jobs as part of austeritpperations on May 26 and ignoredf grain reach Rosario every day
measures. The draft law wouldan Arbitration Council ruling to with more than $20 billion worth
allow longer fixed-term contracts, pay wages during the shutdowrof grains and soy products shippe
lower severance payments, anddperiod, turned up to theeveryyear.
away with industry-wide collective negotiations  but factory
agreements. More than 4,500epresentatives Wereano-show.U
people gathered in front of the Pav Sina, the president of the )
parliament building in Belgrade Collective Union Movement of " glmost |||ega| "
on July 17. Workers (CUMW), said that
Prime Minister Aleksandar officials fromthe Ministry of Labor A strike ban pledge unveiled byj
Vucic's cabinetis underincreasingadvised workers to take an offethe Conservative-led British
public and political pressure as itfrom Ocean Garment of $100 forgovernment would make Iegaall

J

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the
Labour S tart website,
www .labourst art.org

Join the Communist )

Party of Canada %

v
The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histofy of
fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociajsm.
The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the
fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sojour
members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp
strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our polfcies
and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rfore
about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

K making strikes

balances the promises to createtaff employed for more than sixstrikes close to impossible, warn
jobs and improve living standards,months and $50 for those whoTrade Union Congress gener
while trimming the budget deficit. have worked for less than sixsecretary Frances O'Grady
Serbia has fewer than 1.7 millionmonths. Speaking at a July 18 event td
people actively employed, justas “Some workers have nowcommemorate the Tolpuddle

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

Ottawa CPC
Tel: 613-232-7108

Parti Communiste du Quebedsection du
Parti communiste du Canada)

many pensioners and 787,00@&greed to take that money becausdartyrs, O’Grady said that
unemployed. About 780,000 workthey badly need to pay for living Conservative plans for a strike votq
in public administration and state-costs such as rent,” he saidturnout threshold of 50 per cen
owned companies. However, Sina said protests wouldvould “fundamentally shift the

“The proposed changes arecontinue, evenifthe factory makesalance of power” behind bosse

perilous for all workers in Serbiaits payout, until workers receive and see pay rates decline, evenflr

and the protest today is a sign of #heir full wages and benefits. people who have never been in
workers' revolt,” union president Theang Thy, a 37-year-oldunion.

Ljubisav Orbovic said. “Other worker at Ocean Garment, said Unions will be forced to carry
forms of protests will be discussedhat workers would take action if out complicated strike ballots that
in the coming days. But we will the factory did not offer more require members to vote on minut
start gathering signatures.... Weamoney. details of disputes. Bosses mu
hope to have at least 500,000 “We might even block the be given 14 days’ notice of a strik
signatures, or five times more tharentrance to Phnom Penh airport,tather than the current seven an

5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Committee CPC

Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
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Edmonton CPC
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Is Israel planning Gaza’s “final solution”?

gardens, history, culture, ancienby the Israeli police that heinfamous boast of his aerialprohibited ... Reprisals against

By Felicity Arbuthnot, July

11. 2014 sites, cemeteries, villages, valleysseemingly: “woke up in hospital.” slaughter on the Basra Road, opersons and their property are
’ olive and apricot groves on May This all led to rockets being those seeking safety, with nowhererohibited.”
Yet another massive assault ori4 1948 ignoring, jack booting firedinto Israel, though noinjuriesto hide, in the first Gulf war. Itis a supreme irony that when

Palestine is underway, where, otind bulldozing entirely the “civil have been reported. Israel Withthe UNinthe formofBan unspeakable crimes were
course, according to the Balfourand religious rights” of the responded by targeting Gaza&i-moon flaccidly urging committed against the Jewish
Declaration, the Jewish populationpopulation, accompanied by(Palestine of course, has ndrestraint’and world leaders mute,people, their rights, their property,
are guests not occupiers since: “.subsequent decades of masmeaningful defence forces) with:as ever, on Israel's murderingthe Nuremberg trials were

the establishmentin Palestine of anurder and demolitions. “400 tonnes of bombs andmisdemeanours and homicidaimeticulous in their findings,

national home for the Jewish The current onslaught ismissiles” with “440 targets being excesses, it must be noted thatetributionand laying down of laws
people, and will use their bestapparentlyinresponse tothe deathsit” and with: “The battle against 2000-2014, Palestinian childto attempt to guarantee “never
endeavours to facilitate theof three youths from settlerHamas (to) intensify over thefatalities “as a result of military again”, against any race, group or
achievement of (this) it beingfamilies, for whom no one hascoming days; it will exact a hugeand settler violence” to date aresociety. In 65 years of unspeakable
clearly understood that nothingclaimed responsibility and manyprice.” The tiny Gaza Strip is just 1,407. crimes by Israel againsttheir fellow
shall be done which may prejudicequestions remain. However, homeg1 kilometres long and between Article 33 ofthe Fourth GenevaSemites, the Palestinians,
the civil and religious rights of oftwo Palestinian “suspects” weresix and 12 miles wide and home tadConventions is unequivocal:international law has remained
existing non-Jewish communitiesarbitrarily destroyed by the Israeli1,816,379 people. Nearly 45collective punishment is a wardeaf mute.

in Palestine ...” military with no arrests, trial, percent of the population is undercrime. “No person may be Since US aid to Israel is US$3
Overnight (July 8-9) however, recourse to law for the dis-14 years. punished for an offence he or shdillion annually, they too are
160 targets were initially hit [at possessed victims of any kind. Israelis clearly planning anotherhas not personally committed.partnerin yet another Middle East

the time of going to press more Subsequently in an apparentturkey shoot” reminiscent of Collective penalties and likewisecrime against humanity. Will the
than 1,000], including the revenge Kkilling, Palestinian General Norman Schwartzkopf'sall measures of intimidation ... areinsanity ever end? Maybe there is
European Gaza Hospital (a wateenager Muhammad Abu Khudair a glimmer of hope.

crime without a war.) More than was kidnapped and murdered, hi ! The coming week end there are
120 people were killed at the timebody doused in gasoline, whic ",- demonstrations in cities around
of writing and untold numbers was also reportedly poured dow the world in numbers not seen
wounded, adding to the unendinghis throat before setting him alight since the proposed assault on Iraq
onslaught on Palestine from theMuhammad’s cousin Tariq in 2003, in outrage at the attack on
day the Zionist cuckoo took overKhudair, visiting from Florida, was Palestine and the Palestinian
the Palestinian nest, homesapprehended and beaten so badj people. Toread the extraordinarily
‘ comprehensive list of participating
cities arranged in so brief a time
should, in itself, be a wake up call
for governments.

The US and UK, the closest of
Israel’'s allies and leaders of world
wide destruction, both have
elections next year perhaps this
might be the start of a mega
warning message to both countries
and to Israel: Enough.

Do unto ap artheid
Israel what you did to
apartheid South Africa

COSATU statement on Israeli bombings of Gaza, July 10, 2014
Jwo children in front of a house destroyed in an Israeli air strike - www.londonprogressive-

On the night of the 8th July, 2014, Gaza woke up to the tremo . . .
of earth-sha?king bombings byy the Israeli DefencepForce (IDF)...'.r.‘ Maghazi refugee camp in Gaza. UN Photo/Shareef Sarhan  journal.come

The Israeli cabinet has further authorised the reactivation of 40 000
army reservists in anticipation or signalling a possible ground

offensive, to top up those already deployed in and around Gaza. HOWS t I I , f
do we explain 60 airstrikes in one day? Op Sra e S massa Cre O

The intensification of the mass arrests against Palestinians in o o
various parts of the occupied territories, such as in West Bank where
about 500 Palestinians have been arrested in a space of 3 weeks. the Pa Ies t’n’an people !
Mohammed Abu Khdier, a Palestinian child, was kidnapped, tortured
and burnt alive in Jerusalem. Mohammed is amongst millions of
Palestinian children who have for years been murdered by the stateThe Communist Party of and offensive double-think thatforeign policy based on illegal
of Israel in the name of self-protection against “terrorists”. Canada condemns the murderouseflects his aggressive, imperialisipositions.

We firmly support the ANC statement that, “In line with our 2012bombardment of Palestine by thdoreign policy. The Communist Party supports
policy resolutions, that called on “all South Africans to support thésraeli Air Force, and calls for this It is pitiful that the opposition the struggle of the Palestinian
programmes and campaigns of the Palestinian civil society whigggression to end immediately parties, including the NDP, havepeople for a viable independent
seek to put pressure on Israel”, branches and structures of the ANTael's attacks have already killedadopted positions that ape thestate, within the 1967 borders and
across the country will be joining the Palestine solidarity antiundreds of people and leftseveraConservatives and attempt towith East Jerusalem as its capital.
boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) movement in organizirijousand wounded and displacedsideline the historical basis for thisWe demand the right of return for
protests and pickets calling for the immediate end of Israeli violencéhe Communist Party reiteratescrisis. As the Communist Partyall Palestinian refugees, and the
against the Palestinian people. We call on all South Africans, Blacits support for the right of the noted in November 2012, “Thoserelease of all Palestinian political
White, Jewish, Muslim, Christian and all others to join us inPalestinian people to resistwho seek to assign “equal blame’prisoners from Israeli jails. We
expressing our solidarity. Solidarity will bring us together as differeneccupation in their territories, andfor the crisis ignore the decadesreiterate our support for the right
South Africans just as how the international anti-apartheid movemeiar their legitimate struggle foranlong Israeli occupation of of the Palestinian people to resist

brought people together”. independent Palestinian state. Palestinian territories in occupation in their territories. We
Itis only those who have lost their humanity who cant feel or share Canada’s Minister of Foreign call for the wall of separation to be
in the pain felt by the suffering people of Palestine from the barbar#ffairs, John Baird, has once agair dismantled and condemn all efforts
and savage attacks by what has become the most acceptable, delibéa&n a shameful position in this to divide the Palestinian people
and legalised murder and deliberate violation of international law kgfisis, stating support for Israel’s s f and territories.
a country. attacks and criticizing the UN High The Communist Party supports
Israel is only able to commit all these ruthless atrocities becau§S®mmissioner for Human Rights ~ : the rapid mobilization of peace and
of the licence from the US, EU and allies. The UN must be ashamatier she called for an immediate ‘l solidarity movements in Canada
of itself for failing humanity and the people of Palestine, alwayseasefire and raised questions abo -1, and around the world, to oppose
pleading for restraint from the victim, equally. We cannot equate ghe legality of Israel's airstrikes. "\" Israel’s criminalbombardment and
aggressor to a victim or coloniser to a colonised. Nelson Mandeldiese comments are part of the ' - prevent escalation of the attacks.
was also called a terrorist for fighting for freedom, hence the naturaffort by Baird and the Harper ‘ We encourage the labour and
task of oppressed people to wage a liberation struggle and our nat@avernment to reduce Canada’s progressive movements in Canada
responsibility is to support them. foreign policy to uncritical support to continue protests, and to build a

We call on the international trade union movement, various civfior Israel, cloaking its contravention ofinternational law mass mobilization to force the
society organisations, international religious bodies and even busin@gigressiveness in the language @nd manyimportant resolutions ofCanadian government to end its
to speak out against savagery and barbarism against fellow huniaalf-defense” and “anti-terrorism.” the United Nations.” Israel’s uncritical support for Israel and
beings. We support the call to recall South African ambassador toWe also condemn Primewarning for all Palestinians to fleeadopt a foreign policy of peace.
Israel, kick out the Israeli ambassador from South Africa and movwdinister Stephen Harper’'s Gaza if they want to survive isFurthermore, the Communist Party
with speed to decisively isolate Israel and all who sympathise witpologetics for the flagrant wartantamount to ethnic cleansing aencourages all individuals and
racism and Zionist occupation all over the world. crimes being committed againstthe point of the gun. We call uponorganizationsin Canadato actively

Now s the time for the world to stop words of pity and lamentatiorgivilians - especially women, the opposition parties to demandsupportthe boycott, divestmentand
but take action by doing what it did to apartheid South Africa wheghildren and elderly - by blaming that the Canadian governmensanctions (BDS) campaign, as a
its policies were declared a crime against humanity. Indeed, aparthéi@ victims, saying that Hamaspress Israel for an immediateconcrete, powerful and effective
remains a crime against humanity wherever it happens. If apartheidtivists were using their familiesceasefire and to open genuinavay to apply pressure to end Israeli
cantoutrage us, our humanity is called into question and our moral@g “human shields”. Harper's “wepeace talks. Further, theapartheid.
is hollow.e bomb your home, and if your Communist Party calls for John- Central Executive Committee,

- http://www.cosatu.org.za family is killed in the process, it's Baird toresign as Foreign Minister,Communist Party of Canada,

your fault” represents unbelievableon the basis that he is pursuing duly 15, 2014e
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UK workers say:
We're not gomg away

By Luke James and Conrad
Landin, for the Morning
Star

Two million people defied Tory
strike ban threats on July 10 tg
come out fighting against poverty|y
pay - and PCS union leader Mark &
Serwotka warned the governmen
it was “just the beginning.”

Serwotka rallied a sea of
teachers, firefighters, council
workers and civil servants in &
Trafalgaquuareln hlsflrstmajor K\
speech since recovering fromiig
heart surgery. He said he hope¢#}

cabinet ministers would “finally
feel the humanity and compassiorf he scene in London's Trafalgar Square as two million British

intheir Tory bones” to lift the pay Workers strike against Tory policies on July 10.

freeze forcing workers below the

poverty line. and gets bigger and bigger.” partially closed as teachers an
Buthe conceded thatis unlikely Workers across Britain, who support staff walked out over pay

and urged unions to learn thehave seentheirpay slashed by upt@nd pension cuts.

lessons of the 2011 pensiong0 per cent over the last five years, And thousands of striking staff

dispute that “fizzled out” after a took part in over a thousand pickeind their supporters packed publi¢

two-million strong one-day strike. lines at town halls and schools. squares for rallies in Manchester
Serwotka told the crowds from  Unite national officer Fiona Liverpool, Birmingham, Bourne-
Nelson’s Column: “Today is Farmer said the minimum wagemouth and Brighton as well as
starting something that thewill surpass the lowest local London.
government must understand willgovernment workers’ pay on Taxi and van drivers sounded
get bigger and bigger. Today ha®ctober 1 without a pay rise.
been fantastic butif we needtodo “If the economy is in recovery of strikers swamped the streets o
more, we must do more.” then our members deserve someentral London onthe march from
The civil servants’ union leader of that,” she demanded. BBC'’s Broadcasting House.
called for an urgent meeting of Unions reported that four Fire Brigades Union general
trade unionsto “ensure that furthethousand schools were closedecretary Matt Wrack said itwas g
actionis planned and co-ordinateccompletely, while 2,000 more were“magnificent strike.”
He told them: “You know that
G IObaI boyCOtt O_I: we should do this again. And you
C 1 I C 1 I inkling of the power that rests in
arn |Va ru |Se I n eS the hands of working people if we
only realise it.”
(United Steelworkers) is calling unionization and is the only majorhe said: “We’re not giving up and
for an expansion of the boycott ofcruise line whose seafarers remaimwe’re not going away.”
Carnival Cruise lines. unorganized. The ITF describes September could be the nex
Crown Holdings provoked a largestcruise lineintheworlditis Unison London secretary Linda|
strike by 120 members of USWholding down wages and benefitsParks said her union’s health
Local 9176 in Toronto by for all workers, even union executive were meeting nextweel

know that we should do this agairn

soon. What we see today is just a

As part of a global campaignFederation (ITF) reports that Firing a warning shot down

against Crown Holdings, the USWCarnival has strongly resistedWhitehall to Con-Dem ministers,

A message from the unionCarnival as the “Walmart of the date for action if the second eve
says, “On September 6, 2013Cruise Industry” because as thé\HS strike is staged.

demanding a permanent two-tieworkers, aboard cruise ships.  todiscuss balloting NHS staff after

wage plan where the starting rate  The boycott will put pressure they rejected a another pay freezeg.
She said the pay freeze wa$

for new hires would be returnedon Carnival at a busy time of year
to what it was 28 years ago. Thdor travelling and is one part of the“not because employers can't
strikers have shown tremendousroader campaign to get Crown tafford it but because this
solidarity and resilience duringoffer USW members a fair government have a deliberate
more than nine months on thecontract. attempt to hold down our wages.’
picketline. They made itthrough For more informationaboutthe She added: “We had no choicg

one of the toughest winters onCarnival boycott and the full tocome outtoday. If necessary we

record. Butthere is still no end incampaign against Crown, as wellwill continue to campaign through
sight to the strike and they needas videos and other materials, se® the general election and
your help.” www.TakeBacksNoMorem beyond.”e

Other concessions demanded
Q Iy
k-"
!

by Crown include the elimination
of the cost of living allowance and
-
Rty
The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Writg

new language that would reducs
to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Fjve

union protections.

The company’s last offer
included a back-to-work protocol
that provided fewif any assurance$
that USW members would be
recalled to their jobs. The vote
against the proposal was 117 to 1.

The CEO of Carnival Cruise
lines, Arnold Donald, is a key
director of U.S.-based can-making
giant Crown Holdings. As a
member of Crown’s Compensation
Committee, he approved a com
pensation package to the CECQ
equivalentto $7,000 per hour with
lucrative retirementbenefits, while
remaining silent as the company
slashed wages and benefits for
workers.

l'.

\

E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461

Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

their support as a colourful parade
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The International Transport

NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Québec musicians break with  AFM

Québec musicians have voted to disaffiliate from the Amer
Federation of Musicians (AFM) and its Toronto-based branch| the
Canadian Federation of Musicians (CFM). InaJune 2-8 referenflum,
members of the Guilde des Musiciens et Musiciennes du Québec
(GMMQ) voted 53.3% in favour of the break. About 70% of the
union’s 3,000 members cast ballots. Guitarist Luc Fortin, President
of GMMQ, declared that the results confirm “a majority of Québec
musicians no longer have faith in the current model of affilia}i)on

can

with the AFM, and want a stronger association of Québec
professional musicians that can represent them effectively and be
fully empowered to negotiate working conditions adapted to
Québec’sreality”. The AFM’s response came from the Internatipnal
Executive Board (IEB) in New York, informing Fortin that|a
member of Montreal Local 406 has filed charges against hinp for
abuse of power. Fortin replied that according to AFM rules, charges
must be brought before Local 406’s executive, not the IEB. Among
the contentious issues is the matter of affiliation fees and subs|dies,
especially in light of the union’s obligations under Québec’s Status
of the Artist Act. The transition could be challenging for the
GMMQ. Many agreements with cultural institutions will have tolbe
renegotiated. For more info: www.gmmg.com/en

Music teachers fired for joining union

Two music teachers at a non-profit community centre in Tororto’s
Jane-Finch area are taking their employer to the Ontario Lapour
Relations Board. Ruben “Beny” Esguerra and Omar Sancheg say
they were fired for joining a union formed last October to represent
the 20 workers of the non-profit San Romanoway Revitalization
Association (SRRA). They allege that the April 30 shutdown offthe
SRRA-managed Palisades Media Arts Academy (PMAA), where
they taught music and recording skills to Jane-Finch youth, was a
consequence of the unionization of the parent organization,| The
SRRA argues that the money (a grant from the Ontario Trilljlum
Foundation) ran out, but lawyers from CUPE, who repregsent
Esguerraand Sanchez, pointout that the Trillium grant was for three
years, while the program only commenced two years ago.[The
OLRB hearings begin in September. Residents of the neighbourhood
have launched a campaign to reopen the PMAA. The closing gf the
program, which provided free music and art classes to youth pged
14-29, leaves a void in the lives of many young people in this poor
and stigmatized neighbourhood. For more info:
www.savepmaa.wordpress.com.

Young’'s Tel Aviv Gig cancelled

After a world-wide campaign by cultural boycott supporters, 13
protests outside his concerts, and an impassioned open lettef from
musical peer Roger Waters, Neil Young ended up not playing his
controversial July 17th concert in Tel Aviv. The Israeli promqter
cancelled, blaming Hamas rockets. After the cancellation Yqung

rge

can easily imagine the pressure that the Israeli regime and its
supporters apply to artists who might consider supporting| the
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign. But in| his
silence Neil Young is unfortunately complicitin the ethnic cleanging
of the Palestinian people.

Charlie Haden RIP

The great jazz bassist Charlie Haden died in Los Angeles on July
11 after a prolonged iliness. He was 76. In the late fifties Hader was
an member of the revolutionary Ornette Coleman Quartet.|The
group’s music led a “free jazz” revolution that shook up the jazz
world and exerted a lasting influence on subsequent generatigns of
musicians. Haden went on to explore diverse musical pathg that
combined his ever-evolving aesthetic preoccupations with| his
progressive political and social beliefs. The latter were
definitively realized in the Liberation Music Orchestra,

finally saying “Not In Our Name” to the post 9/11 wars of
Empire. Charlie Haden left alegacy of beautiful and relevant
for subsequent generations to discover.
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Ontario election analysis....

the $12.5 billion deficit by 2017- the unionized public sector.
18 come hell or high water. After What position will Andrea ENERE TNl
more than 30 years of tax cuts foHorwath and the NDP caucus take ,
bankruptcy protection are also inthe corporations and the veryln 2012 the NDP caucus oppose(gloncadla Day Celebranlon,
the platform (available at wealthy, revenue streams into théhe Bill 115 legislation, but they at., Ju;; 2|6' 4|'.7 pm, Sa mf(an
www.CommunistPartyOntario.ca). provincial treasury have beensupported removing $2 million BBQ$10/plate, live music, raffle
In an election where massgreatly reduced, generatingfrom teachers and educatiorﬁra‘("' 530 Wakesiah Avenue.
unemployment, precariousdecades of cuts and privatizationworkers' pockets. They argued' ' Nfo, Gilberto250-754-4277
employment, and declining wagesy Liberal, Conservative and thethey could convince the unions to2' Alan 250'76,0'025.2'
and living standards were the mairNDP governmentin the early '90s.give up the money voluntarily. In Proceed_s to People’s Voice
issue, the Communist Party stood The Premier flew trial balloons 1993, NDP Premier Bob RaeFund Drive.
out as the only party fighting for forroad tolls, income taxincreasesintroduced the social contrac
the rights and interests of theuser fees; but all were found to bevhich opened up collective :
working class and youth, andvote losers and were dropped prioagreements to pick the pockets oMoncada Day Celebration,
advocating a people’s agenda antb the election. Now a new think public sector workers in Ontario. Sunday, July 27, 2 pm, 2128
a people’s recovery. tankis urging resuscitation of these ?rﬁ(ljnt@?g, ;g%aéer& mqsicd,
Canvassing and distributions ofideas. The budget propose it 00 : , organize
the Party’s platform had someprivatization of public assets, angr he split in the NDP by Canadian-Cuban Friendship
remarkable results. Many peopleexpanding public private  The splitinthe NDP is likely to Association.
who took the platform on the partnerships, meaning thatservicesecome wider. At the base is the_atin Summer Fest 2014,
streets, bus stations, or subwaythat are now public are likely to question, which side are you onSunday, Aug. 17, 11 am-7 pm,
could be seen carefully reading itemerge as partly privatized servicesThat's what NDPers in the labourTrout Lake Park, by donation,
Some returned to say they would and social movements will have towww.latinsummerfest.com.
vote for the candidate, and hacl-'xtending Bill 115 decide, sooner rather than later. | 5 Trova Nuestra evening of
been looking for policies like that. Whatwill be decisive istherole | 5tip Americén music
Others said they would vote The budget also includes 0%ofthe OFL and the Common Front,qmission $10. 8 pm Friday’
Communistifthere was a candidatevage increases across the publito mobilize working people for a Aug. 29 Centre for Socialist
in their riding. There were many sector in upcoming negotiations.massive and escalating struggle-qycation. 706 Clark Drive
requests for lawn signs, and it waghis is what generated Bill 115 inagainst austerity, and for a People’s ' '
easier for Communist candidate012, and precipitated a crisis inRecovery. Despite the Liberal Surrey, BC
to get into all-candidates debateseducation that ended with theimage make-over, there is a hug
suspension of free collectivestorm coming and no way aroun
bargaining, the removal of $2it for Ontario’s working people.
billion from the pockets of teachersOn this side will be the working
Premier Wynne re-introducedand educational workers, andclass, the unemployed, youth
the Liberal budget on July 14th.finally, the resignation of Premier women, Aboriginals, racialized ¥/,
Reaction from international creditDalton McGuinty and the communities, migrants. On thedeliciouslunch, 1pm cultural &
rating  institutions  was prorogation of the provincial other side are the corporations anfolitical program. For more
instantaneous. The budget was toparliament. their governments. This budget idhformation or to sponsor a
rich, the debt and deficit would A similar struggle will unfold, the lull before the storm. walker, call Harjit, 604-543-
skyrocket; in fact the earth wouldpitting the government against The change in leadership and 179
open up and the sky would fall.every public sectorworker ateverythe demand for a change inForum on Bill C-24 and
The message was clear: stick téevel. It must be opposed by thosalirection at the recent CLCHarper’'s anti-immigrant
austerity and stay away fromin the Legislature who claim to convention is most welcome. Sopolicies, Sat., Sept. 6, Noon-3
interventions in the economy thatrepresent “everyday people” ands the focus onindependentlaboupm, Bombay Banquet Hall,
don't involve more corporate taxwho, like the Premier, want to political action being pursued by7475-135 St. Sponsored by
cuts, wage cuts, privatization,“build Ontario up”. Butthis cannot the OFL leadership, and by theRadical Desi magazine, ph.
deregulation and free trade. be done on the backs of workingCommon Front with its nearly 604-255-2041 for info.
Provincial Treasurer (and formerpeople, youth, women, and thel00 affiliated community and
banker) Charles Sousa respondegnemployed. democratic organizations and

continued from page 6

eople’sVoice Walk-A-Thon,
Sunday, August 10, at Bear
Creek Park (picnic area at 140
St. & 88 Ave.), meet 11 am for
Wwalk around the park, 12 noon

Throne Speech

Toronto, ON

Salsa on the City Square!,
19th Annual Toronto-Cuba
Friendship Day, Nathan Phillips
Square, 2-8 pm, Sat., Aug. 23,
free admission. Direct from
Cuba: 8 piece band Grupo
Moncada, and Toronto’s Pablo
Terry and Sol de Cuba. Cuban
flag raising 3 pm. Cuban food,
sugar cane juice, beer garden,
2015 Pan American Games
display, display tables, photo
exhibition. Sponsored by
Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto,
www.ccfatoronto.ca.

Ottawa, ON

People’s Social Forum,

August 21-24, hundreds of
workshops, caucuses and
meetings. For details, see
www.peoplessocialforum.org.

Latin Summer
Fest: August 17

Vancouver’s celebration of Latin
American culture returns on

Sunday, August 17, from 11 amto

7 pm at Trout Lake Park. Latin

Summer Festfeatures awide range

of arts and culture, with an import

market, kids activity area, and food

pavilions surrounding an outdoor
stage. Performerswillinclude Tren
al Sur, Grupo America, Nahuali,

Caudillos, Caracas and Ezra

Kwizera. This family eventis free;

donations are welcome. Presented

by Latinos in Action with support
from City Cultural Affairs,
Academy One, Latin community
media, Joy TV and Courier.

angrily that “the banks aren’t Thelabour movementhas beempeople’s movements, including

freaking!”. The Globe and Mail, on very effective at linking the the CPC (Ontario). Unity and I 1 1 d dI ]S
behalf of corporate Canada,struggle for public sectorjobswithstrength in escalating masg Peop e SVO|Ce ea. Ine-
|

responded “somebody’s freaking."the fight for quality public services. independent political action can
But Ontario still has a credit rating Efforts to privatize public services, repulse the coming attack, and
equivalent to an “A” on a report healthcare, hospitals, schoolsmove labour from the defensive
card according to the Canadiarpublic transit, and more, must beonto the offensive. This strategy
Centre for Policy Alternatives.  met with stiff public resistance. is needed rack up real victories

The Liberals can count on thefor working people in the next
support of the Tories who hatefour years, and to achieve a much
public services and assets as mudtifferent and better electoral
Infactthe budget contains someas they hate organized labour andutcome in 2018»

A Trojan Horse

September 1-15 issue: Thursday, August 14
September 16-30: Thursday, Sept. 4

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

bombs which have to do with the
funding for the ambitious plans in
the budget, and the government’ 3 ¢
steely commitment to eliminate

World condemns att acks on Gaza...

News for
people, not
for profits!

wiww. latinsummerfest.com

Fund Drive?

Sunday, August 17 11am - Tpm
Trout Lake Park Admission
Have you sent Vb A T S by Donation
a donation for
our 2014 PV w

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) can only be achieved by the
establishment and recognition of an independent State of Palestine
within the borders of 1967 with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The WPC condemns all efforts to divide the Palestinian people and
territories and demands the release of all Palestinian political prisoners
from Israeli jails as well the right for the return of Palestinian refugees to
their lands according to the UN Resolution 194.

We call upon all members and friends of the WPC to take up
initiatives of protest against the Israeli aggressiveness and to express
solidarity with the Palestinian people as well as with the peace loving
forces inside Israel.

The massacre of the Palestinian people has to end now!

- The Secretariat WPC

WFTU

July 11 - The World Federation of Trade Unions true to its internationalist
solidarity to the Palestinian people which is being expressed with moral
and practical means in a day to day basis denounces the murderous
policy of the Israeli Government, the attacks, the kidnappings and the
expansion of the settlements in the Palestinian territories.

There is no law or argument that can make these bloody attacks
acceptable. The blood of the innocent and the injustice over the
Palestinian people is not only in the hands of the Zionist Israel but also
those who support it like the USA and the European Union and those
who do not do anything to put an end in their torment.

We express our solidarity, support and brotherhood to the WFTU
affiliate the GUPW, to the Palestinian workers and the Palestinian
people for a free, independent and sovereign Palestine.
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Young Communist s hold successful 26th Convention

Special to People’s Voice

From May 23 to 25, young
Communists from across the
country convened in Toronto forf!
the Young Communist League of
Canada-Ligue de la jeunesss
comuniste du Canada’s 26t
Central Convention. The purposs
ofthe Convention wasto elaboratg
the YCL-LJC's policy on import-
ant questions, debate updates f
the constitution, set an org-
anizational plan of work, elect &
renewed central leadership, an(
develop a united, militant and
activist strategy for the youth
fightback. The slogan of the
Convention was “with militancy
and unity we will build the youth
and student fightback”. o

- § - F o il 2 " F ~ .

Towards a counter-
offensive

o -

»
ik =

Some of the participants at the YCL-LJC 26th Central Convention (PV photo: Ed Bil)

The Political Report that was phobia and racism, the ongoingoresentations and received suppogeople gathered for a social eve
amended and adopted by theenocidal attack on Indigenousfrom the Convention. A speakerthat saw author and activist
Convention outlined the collective peoples, sexism, transphobia anéfom the Canadian Union of PostalStephen Endicott talk about his
analysis of the YCL-LJC. It homophobia, and the struggle foWorkers talked about thetime in the YCL in the 1950’s.
expressed that “the mostimportanfree, accessible, quality publiccampaign to “Save Canada PostProgressive hip-hop artist
and the Convention passed aohammad Ali (“Socialist Hip-
the one hand, the consolidation of “The goal of the convention special resolutioninsolidarity with Hop”) and folk-singer and YCL
the austerity ‘recovery’ agenda bywas to strengthen the collective o CUPW and to take action as thenember Zach Morgenstern
monopoly capitalism and, on thethe YCL through analyzing all the YCL-LJC to actively support the performed atthe event,whichtoolﬁ

place at the Steel Worker’s Hall.

new developments have been, oeducation at all-levels.

other hand, the uneven but dynamidifferent struggles the League, oucampaign.
uprisings and social explosions ofclubs and members are involved The Convention was attended
protest”.  The Conventionin,” said Marianne Breton by 27 delegates and 7 altemateghgllenges and
discussed many recent strugglefontaine, leader of the LJC-from clubs across Canada, in .
such asthe Occupy movement, th@uebec. “Through this we can se@ddition to several observersfenewed leadership
Quebec Student Strike, Idle Nothat what connects theseDelegates were elected by their
More and environmental strugglesmovements is their resistance telubs to attend the Convention in
against pipelines and the Tarcapital and capitalistgovernmentgorder to  ensure equal
Sands. While recognizing thatacross Canada.” representation of the League as
these examples have “enlivened
and reclaimed our streets inGyests and allies
protest”, the Convention realized .
that much more is needed to be The Convention welcomed clubs are most active in Ontario,£V&N!"Y-
done:inordertoreverse the attackgreetings from a range of allieswhich meant for many delegate
and shift to a counter-offensive itwho also strengthened thethis was their first Convention of
is necessary that these strugglediscussions. The Consul Generalhe YCL-LJC. The 26th
develop further and move beyondf Cuba talked about some of theConvention was the largest sinc
spontaneous protest towards aCuban experiences with principleghe re-founding of the YCL-LJC
even broader united, militant andof Communist leadership;in 2007, representing new
organized extra-parliamentaryCommunist Party of Canadaleadechallenges and opportunities for’
fightback with the labour Miguel Figueroagave greetings; @he organization.
movement at its core. representative of the Raise the Toronto YCL member Zidane
Delegates discussed theMinimum Wage Campaign Mohamed called the convention
capitalist economic crisis, detailed creative and dynamican “inspiring experience”: “we
imperialist intervention and war work being done in Ontario to lift hosted communist youth from al
globally, environmental crisisandworkers out of poverty; and overthe country, alleager to make
climate change, the intensificationrepresentatives fromthe Solidaritypositive  change in their
of the attack on organized labourCommittee with the Communities communities, and united under
youth unemployment/under-Affected by Chevron and common banner to end al
employment and precarious work McMaster’s Boycott, Divestment oppression and exploitation.”
poverty wages, ableism, xeno-and Sanctions movement gave On Saturday night, almost 100

and grown substantially, especiall)f i
Other

|solving collective problems.

n

a Central Executive Committee of
five members. Drew Garvie, a
longtime member ofthe YCL-LJC,

a student activist for a number of
years in Guelph, and member of
the outgoing CEC, was assigned
the position of General Secretary.

Marianne Breton Fontaine, also
a longtime member of the YCL-
LJC and the leader of the Ligue de
la jeunesse comuniste du Quebec,
will continue as the Central
Treasurer. Comrade Zidane
Mohamed, a leading member of
the YCL Toronto was elected
Central Organizer. Rozhin Emadi,
the organizer of the YCL
Vancouver club and a Cuba
Solidarity activist was elected as
an At-Large member of the
Executive. Brent Jantzen, ayoung
worker activist, and a leading
member of the YCL Vancouver
club was also elected as an At-
Large member of the CEC.

This Convention also marked
tlIﬂe aging-out of several leading
members. The Convention recog-
nized comrade Johan Boyden’s
integral contribution to rebuilding
the YCL since 2004, and through
his main assignment as General
Secretary since 2007. Thanks were
also sentto Mark Hamilton, along-
ime member, postal worker and
Central Committee member from
Nova Scotia, Philip Ford, a
longtime organizer and leader in
the YCL Toronto, and Drew
Bowering from Alberta, who had

Procedural challenges andoeen a member of the Central
confusion lead to some seriousCommittee since 2007.
gme constraints, however all work

whole. The YCL-LJC has recruited PUt before the Conventio_n was
nished by Sunday evening a

in British Columbia, and where cOMmrades met well into thethe YCL-LJC

’ challenges
gncluded ensuring collective and The 26th Convention, despite
democratic discussion on theall the challenges of organizing a
leadership of the YCL-LJC. meeting of revolutionary youth in
é)elegates openly addressed thegbe context of capitalist reaction,
shortcomings on the floor of themarked a big step forward for the
Convention, and ultimately YCL-LJC. We have every
ejected side-line conversations irindication that the biggest and most
favour of striving for a culture of heroic struggles still to come.
open criticism and self-criticism  Asthe Convention stated: “The
necessary to build a healthycurrent economic and political
fighting YCL-LJC, capable of conditions have caused more and

step forward for

more young workers and students

Gender-fraction meetingsto look for alternatives to cut-

grappled with the reality of backs, privatization and austerity.
Juilding a revolutionary youth We have answers to the questions
|organization in the midst of athat are now being raised. The
patriarchal society, and thecase againstwar, poverty, misery,
damaging effects that sexism hagnvironmental
on our own organization. Theseunemployment, exploitation and

devastation,

discussions and the task of buildingpppression is really the case for
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Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE |
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the YCL-LJC’s work in the socialism!”
women’s movementwill continue
in the second annual “Women’saren’t just a talkshop or a
School” to be held later in 2014. conference where socialist youth

The 26th Convention elected acome

Conventions of the YCL-LJC

together. The 26th

Committee of 13 Conventionhelpedto reinforcethe
| committed young activists with aYCL-LJC in order to build the
variety of links to working class militancy and unity of the whole
and social movements in Canadayouth fightback. The real role of
responding to the call from thethe YCL-LJC only comestolifein
| Convention for the CC to becomeaction, in this sense our latest
|| the “activist-core of the League”. Convention is still just the

| The Central Committee electedbeginning'e

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca

www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
http://solidnet.org




