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Unity against NPA 7 Israelis for Palestine

Members of the Coalition of " - - " Defying enormous pressure to
Progressive Electors (COPE) Captlve natlons give full support to the Zionist

have voted strongly for electoral The scenario unfolding in Greece is project, thousands of Jewish anfl
cooperation to keep the right- part of a wider tragedy - the captivity of  Arab Israelis marched in suppo
wing NPFA out of City Hall and entire nations and peoples under the of the demand for Palestinian

School Board invancouver domination of transnational capital. statehood on July 15
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Ontario Communist s gear up fo

: change in this province,”
PV Ontario Bureau The CPC (Ontario) is the only affordable, fuel-efficient
The Communist Party of Canadaparty fighting to repeal the Harmonizedenvironmentally sustainable.

r October election

to build a Canadian car that is smalldeal to municipalities, uploading costsretirement at 60 with substantially
and of health, housing, transportation,increased pensions, a ban on two-tier
welfare, delivering needs-basedwages and benefits, and a Labour Bill

(Ontario) is kicking off a campaign to Sales Taxandreplace itby doublingthe On socialissues, the CPC (Ontariotatutory grants, and transferring 50%of Rights guaranteeing the right to free
help block Tim Hudak’s Tories from corporate income tax rate, cancellings campaigning for social housing, realof road user taxes to cities. The Partyollective bargaining, the rightto strike,
winning the October 6 provincial corporate tax cuts, restoring the capitatent controls, public child care at a costvould also remove education from thepicket and organize.

election. The Tories are “by far thetax, collecting deferred corporate taxespf $7 per child, per day, a guaranteegroperty tax.

greatest threatto democracy, to labouand introducing wealth and inheritanceannual income above the poverty line,
and to working people in this taxes on estates over $750,000.
province,” warns CPC(O) leader Liz

Saleh Waziruddin, candidate inthe

The CPC (Ontario) is fighting for a Peninsula, says “Low wages and part-

and substantially increased funding$19 minimumwage, universal pay andime casual work are killing the future
“We need a progressive tax systenfor health, education, and socialemployment equity, and labourfor youth. Young, and not-so-young

Rowley, who notes that working based on ability to pay,” says Guelphprograms. The Party urges immediatéegislation to protect workers andworkers need good jobs with good
people are also “extremely angry aicandidate Drew Garvie, campaigningaction to raise living standards andworkers’ rights including anti-scab wages. That's the road to real economic
the McGuinty Liberals, and rightfully to make post-secondary educatiorguality of life of Aboriginal Peoples laws. Other platform points include recovery in Ontario.”

so.”
Meanwhile, the Ontario NDP tuition fees.

remains “an unpredictable and weak The Communist Party is fighting

partner for labour at a time whenfor full employment policies to put rights to clean water, good housing,

early settlement of land claims.

strength, dependability and durabilityOntario back to work, with plant quality public and post-secondar
are key assets,” says Rowley, addinglosure legislation and a planto proteceducation, and quality of life as
that “how the NDP defines the mainand expand secondary industry an@veryone else. The province must ag
target in the election will determine amanufacturing. to deliver it now,” says Hamilton
lot.” The Party calls to nationalize UScandidate Rick Gunderman.

“The Communist Party will advise Steel operationsinOntario,todevelop The Communists sharply opposeg
working people that the best outcomea publicly owned basic steel industry,the proposed two-strikes law that
in this election would be a minority and to take over the Canadiarwill greatly increase the rate of
government reliant on a strongoperations of GM, Chrysler and Ford.incarceration in provincial super-
progressive blocinthe Legislature andt advocates nationalization andjails, the proposed lifetime ban on
subject to mass public pressure fromiegulation of Ontario’s natural andthose convicted of welfare fraud; the|
a people’s coalition of forces outsideenergy resources, and investment imne year ban on welfare eligibility for
the Legislature,” Rowley says. solar, wind and thermal energy, whilethose moving into the province, and
“Electing Communists would closing down nuclear and coal-firedspecial new police powers to end
fundamentally change politics for theoperations. Aboriginal land reclamations and to
better and qualitatively strengthenthe The Communist platform urges aggressively intervene on reserve.
fight for democratic and progressiveaction to restore worker pensions, and The Party supports a new financia

PV Fund Drive: TIME FOR BIG FINISH

There was a highly unusualThe ends no longer justified thedo their best to work in an
media event this summer, and imeans.” He discusses thehonourableand ethicalway, otherg
wasn't the royal visit. On July 8, enormous pressure in mainstrearare happy to read the script ang
Kai Nagata quit as CTV BureauTV to expand viewership by collect a fat cheque - or even tg
Chiefin Quebec City. The 24-year-showing “what the people want tobreak the law in search of a“scoop
old explains the decision to give upsee” - and apparently that doesn’about the private lives of
this “great job” on his personal mean serious global issues. celebrities.
blog (http:/kainagata.com).Ilt'san Nagata’'s courageous essay HereatPeople’sVoice, we have
importantread. gives fresh insight into the mediano professional trained seals

Nagata says “I quit my job in today’s world. Contrary to workingfor corporate masters. Ou
because the idea burrowed into mygorporate claims that talking headstaff and volunteers are motivatec
mind that, onthe long listofthingspresent the truth, thesenot by personal gain or dreams of
| could be doing, television news is‘journalists” are essentially pretty fame, but by a desire to provide ouf
not the best use of my short life faces hired to boost profits. Someaeaders with solid facts and analysi
to help working people fight more
effectively for a better world. To do
that, we need your solidarity,
especially to complete our annual
Fund Drive. We deeply appreciats
every donation, large or small!

We are nearly at the two-thirds
mark in this year’'s Drive, with
$32,234 turned in as of mid-July, of
64.5% of our target. Ontario has
jumped into the lead, with $16,560
raised, or 77% of their $21,600 goal
BC ($11,204) and Alberta ($1905)
are tied at 56% of their targets
followed by Quebec at 49% ($245
raised) and then the other prairig
provinces, Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, tied at 44% each
We have received $400 from friends
outside Canada.

PV supporters packed the house atthe Davenport Club's annual
Fund Drive BBQ in Toronto last month.

P KPMG proposals broke in mid-July. The one-week “puk

Ford blitzkrieg
galvanizes opposition

By Liz Rowley, leader of the CPC (Ontario)

The chronic underfunding of cities makes Toronto’s anr
budget process a matter of wide public debate. Mayor Rob F

accessible to students by eliminatindiving on and offreserve, and ajustandmproved health and safety laws, a The full program, and the list of
shorter work week with no loss in candidates will appear on the CPC
“Aboriginal People’s have the sametake-home pay, early voluntary (Ontario) website.®

ual

ord’s

first budget has turned into a massive attack on city services and the

workers who deliver them.

Inlastfall’s civic election, Ford promised tax relief without serv|
cuts to overburdened homeowners and tenants. But he has o
the hated $60 annual vehicle tax, while launching a full scale a
on services, civic unions, and elected and appointed public b
and committees.

The Mayor, his brother Deputy Mayor Doug Ford, and the ri
wing majority they lead on Council, broughtin KPMG to “review ¢
services” and identify $800 million in cuts (or gravy, as the M
likes to callit) to balance the budget. Ifimplemented, the cuts lai
by KPMG would devastate the city, eliminating or privatizing m
of the services that are publicly delivered today.

ce

ly cut
tack
ards

ht-
re
or
out
st

In addition to the privatization of garbage, parks, and sdcial

housing which has already started (and which will eliminate thou
of public sector jobs and union wages), the KPMG proposals in
library closures, an end to fluoridation of drinking water, eliminai
of 2,000 subsidized child care spots, privatization of seniors’ ho
elimination ofimmigrant services, a 25 centincrease in transit f
elimination of grants and subsidies to arts and community gra
cuts to policing and firefighting, and even a proposal that pu
parks could be tended by volunteers.

The review is not over. More is still to come.

In the hottest summer since 1948, most Torontonians and
labour and mass organizations were taking a break until news

consultations,” intended to prevent opposition, helped to galva
the Labour Council, civic unions, a civic action group called
Toronto, the Workers’ Assembly, progressive Councillors
Trustees, and community groups and activists who are mobilizi
stop Ford'’s blitzkrieg.

Pulling these forces together into a united opposition wq
strengthen the fight overall, and could put Ford and his suppd
on the defensive.

The CPC (Ontario) is demanding the provincial and fed
governmentcome up with the $800 million shortfall for Toronto,
that Ontario upload 100% of the costs of health, welfare, hou
and other downloaded services downloaded by the Harris Tor
the '90s. The Communists call to remove education from the pro
tax, immediately transfer 50% of road user taxes to Ontario cities
legislate a new financial deal that would provide adequate and S
funding for municipalities.

With a provincial election on October 6, the stakes are ge

ownership and contro

Our biggest annual fundraiser
is just around the corner. Other
bookings at Bear Creek Park i
Surrey forced the Lower Frase
Club to change the date of theil
annual Walk-A-Thon to Sunday,|
August 21, starting 11 am, at th
picnic area beside the parking lot

Annual People’s Voice
Walk-A-Thon

Bear Creek Park, Surrey, BC
Sunday, Aug. 21 (note date change)

Avenue. As always, the Walk will |
be followed by a delicious south|
Asian lunch, and then speaker%

Meet at the picnic area near the 140 St. parking
lot, just south of 88 Ave. _
and entertainment. To make
pledge or to get more information,
contactour office at 604-254-9836 ]
For each donation of $100,|
contributors will have their choice
ofa PV Calendar, aframed portrai
of arevolutionary fighter, or a copy
of “Great October,” a short DVD ||
dedicated to the Great Octobe|
Socialist Revolution of 1914.

11 am - Walk around
beautiful Bear Creek Park
12 noon - Enjoy an
international potluck lunch

| 1 pm - Relax and watch
i our speakers and performers

the entrance by 140 Street and 88 Enclosed please find my donation of $
to the 201 People's/oice Press Fund Drive

Here's my contribution !
to the PV Fund Drive! |
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higher and higher - not least the fight for democracy, and for pdiblic

Address

City/town

Prov Postal Code

Sendyour contributionto:
People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1
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Secret police unit arrest s Quebec activist s

PV Montreal Bureau

Atthe end of June, a new squa
of the Montreal police swept down
and arrested four well-known
activists. By mid-July, four more
activists, this time student leaders
had also been taken into custod
The new squad - Guet des activité
des movements marginaux e
anarchistes, or GAMMA (which
translates as Surveillance Margina
Movements and Anarchists) - hagts f
the labour movement, civil liberties il /
organizations, student groups, aj#+ ‘
wellas many other progressive an{g |
left-wing organizations strongly
condemning both GAMMA and
the arrests, and sounding the alar

S

. ifg=

amounted to a massive anticontinued efforts to crush all
demaocratic plan for internment ofresistance by the labour movement,
allthose identified as Communistsas we have seen recently with the
or sympathizers. special laws against the workers of
“In total, more than 65,000 Canada Post and Air Canada, to
people were registered on a list omake the working class bear the
possible arrests. The list wasbrunt of the capitalist crisis.
continually updated, andwas used “We call on the labour, popular
for hundreds of arbitrary arrestsinand democratic movements (the
Québec during the so-calledmain targets of attempts to
October Crisis of 1970, again incriminalize dissent in Canada) to
order to attack and intimidatedemand an end to the political
progressive and nationalistrepression of progressive groups.”
movements of Québec.” The PCQis demanding repeal of
The PCQ statement also notedhe anti-terroristlaws, the cessation
the mass arrests of over 110®f secret detention without trial,
occurred during the G8 and G20 irsecurity certificates and the “no-fly
Toronto lastsummer. These arrestist”; the cancellation of the
“have eloquently illustrated the “Declaration of Border Security,”

The new squad has also bee
denounced by the Communis

willingness of the state apparatusvhich involves sharing information
in Canada to curb dissent todaywith the U.S. Department of
Party of Quebec (PCQ), which call Likewise, the so-called “war onHomeland Security,andallows U.S.
foritsimmediate dismantling. The arrests occurred severabrBolshevism.” terror’ is used by CSIS to justify atroops to enter Canada in the event
“As the name indicates, thismonths after a series of actions in The law largely served to attackcomprehensive surveillance andf “emergencies”; the prohibition
squad targets specific groups oMarch, including the occupation bynot only Communists but terrorizeinfiltration of popular solidarity and of “racial profiling” by the state;
people who question thestudentsofQuébecFinance Ministetinion activists and progressivesopposition movements. democratic, civilian control over

Membersof L’Association pour une solidarité syndicale etudiante

S[(ASSE) at a 2010 rally against tuition increases.

established social and politicalRaymond Bachand's office,andthe The PCQ also pointed to the “The election of a Conservative police, prisons, CSIS and the armed
order and challenge the resultingConference of Rectors and Principal®ROFUNC (Prominent Func- majority government May 2, 2011 forces; abolition of the GAMMA
social injustices,” a statementof the Universities Quebectionaries ofthe Communist Party)aggravates threats againssquad,and ofallpolice suppression
released by the party said, notindCREPUQ), to protest rising tuition program, administered by thedemocratic rights in Canada. Theof political dissent, and the RCMP
that the squad is blatant politicalfees. In a few weeks, a majorRCMP from 1950 until 1983. It Harper government is makingitself. ®
police unit and a serious attack onmobilization of the Quebec student
democratic rights of citizens. movement is expected.
The establishment of the Complaints were lodged with .
GAMMA squad two years ago the Commission on Human Rights CO P E m e m be rS baCk antl = N P A
coincided with the adoption of and the Rights of Youth by .
austerity measures by theindividuals and by the ASSE. I t I t
provincial Charestgovernmentand “In all likelihood, the mandate e eC O ra COO pe ra- IO n
the federal Harper Conservativesof the squad directly contravenes
The government knew that itsthe Charter of Rights and PV Vancouver Bureau development proposals, whichthe two parties campaigned against
actions would be unpopular andFreedoms, which specifies that no have been supported by Visioneach other, allowing the NPA to
appears to have limited organizegerson shall suffer discrimination, Some three hundred memberdut frequently challenged byride to victory on Nov. 19.
protest, the PCQ notes. But theexclusion or preference based owof Vancouver’'s Coalition of COPE’stwo councillors. Some long-time COPE members
existence of the squad was broughtis political beliefs,” the PCQ said, Progressive Electors turned out The situation is more positive voted against the agreement,
to light only on June 29, during aexpressing full support for thefor a special meeting on June 26on School Board, where the Visionmainly because of differences with
sting operation involving thirty students’ complaints. voting to maintain COPE’s long- and COPE trustees have worke&ision on developmentissues. But
police officers, who arrested four Repression of political dissentstanding strategy of working to closely for the past term to protecthe June 26 meeting also saw
left-wing activists and searchedon the leftis hardly newin Canadaisolate the right-wing Non-Partisanclassrooms  from Liberal members of other organizations
theirhomes. The fourwere charged “The CommunistParty of CanadaAlliance (NPA) in this fall's civic underfunding of education. Thebuy COPE memberships in hopes
with a series of criminal offenses inhas been a “victim of choice’ by theelection. By atwo-thirds majority, two parties share School Boardof defeating the proposal. These
connection with a skirmish with ruling class since the beginning ofCOPE members backed an included some civic Greens
cops during a May First its existence,” the PCQ said. “Foragreement on electora and other anti-labour
demonstration organized bay Laexample, the dreadful Actto protectcooperation with the centris activists who argue that there
convergence des luttesthe province against communistVision Vancouver party. is “no difference” between
anticapitalistes (CLAC, orthe Anti- propaganda, known as the Padlock The agreement gives the NPA and Vision, oreven
capitalist convergence). Law, adopted in Quebec in 1937 COPE three nominations fol that the NPA is preferable.
Afewdayslater, Gammaarrestedvas declared unconstitutional bycity council, up from two in There were also members of
another four activists who arethe Supreme Courtin 1957 becausthe 2008 campaign, the “Fire This Time” cult
militants of a leading studentitencroached onthe criminallaw ofpotentially opening the door to acommittee positions on an equalvhich haslong engaged in splitting
organization in Québec, a federal jurisdiction. This law stronger role on that body, wherebasis, and their vocal oppositionactivities in the anti-war movement
L’Association pour une solidarité allowed upto ayeartoimprison anyision will nominate seven plusto Liberal policies has madeandotherareas. These forces were
syndicale etudiante (ASSE). Thregoerson who printed, published oMayor Gregor Robertson. Vancouver a leader in the strugglepenly encouraged by right-wing
are members of the ASSE’sbroadcast anywritingpropagating At School Board, which to protect public schools acrosdloggers linked to the NPA,
executive committee. ortendingto propagate communisnturrently has four Vision and threethe province. desperately hoping to split COPE
COPE trustees, the parties will The COPE executive made itsand to block the electoral
nominate five and four recommendation on the basis of agreement.
respectively. Visionwillnominate strategy to keep the labour and The next major step in the
five Park Board candidates, withpeople’s movements united duringcampaign will be the COPE

3 Panhandling?!.

two for COPE. the campaign, inthe face of a majonomination meeting set for Sept.
The lively June 26 debatechallenge by the NPA. In recentl8. Incumbentcity councillors Ellen
Of o, | am merely showed that Wh_ile COPE remainsmonths, it has been increasinglyWoodsworth and David Cadman
L / strongly committed to defeatingobvious that the NPA hopes toare expected to win, but a tough
seeking bridge financing the most reactionary force ingenerate a“Rob Ford”-style right-fight is likely around the third
until the current Vancouver politics, the next threewing backlash against the Vision-nomination. Community activist
economic down tum years would be interesting for are-COPE alliance. An NPA victory R.J. Aquino appears to have strong
has |efted iteelf elected Vision/COPE majority. would return Vancouver to thesupport of COPE members and

While the two parties both havedays when public opinion meantelected officials, but former
close ties to the labour movementittle at City Hall. Perhaps most councillor Tim Louis is also in the
and a shared commitment toalarming, NPA majorities on running. Louis has been a highly
creating a “greener Vancouver”’council and school board woulddivisive figure since his actions
and tackling homelessnessmeanadrastic turnfor the worse ircost COPE dearly during the 2005
differences over some importantiabour relations. civic campaign, and he is closely
issues are likely to remain. This scenario spurred a goodinked to Fire This Time. At the
Presenting the  COPEturnoutoflabour activists on JuneJune 26 meeting, Louis explicitly
executive’s unanimous 26, days after the Vancouver andtated that he would not vote for
recommendation to support theDistrict Labour Council voted Vision candidates, a direct
agreement, David Chudnovskyunanimouslyto supportthe Vision-indication that he refuses to carry
made it clear that elected officialsCOPE agreement. The laboumwout the electoral strategy backed
will continue to vote in line with movement was the driving forceby a large majority of COPE
COPE policy on matters where thebehind the formation of COPE inmembers. A nomination for Louis
two parties differ. These include1968, and union members havevould leave COPE with council
taxation, where COPE remainsplayed akeyroleinthe organizatiorcandidates  operating on
opposed to the ongoing shift awayfor over 40 years. As many pointeddiametrically-opposed tracks
from business towards out, it would be self-defeating for during the campaign, likely arecipe
homeowners, and a range ofabourtoback COPE and Visioniffor disaster at the polls.

eryarnd ey LS 16
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EDlT OR'ALS The Harper Dark Ages Number 1:

Corrective Bargaining

Afghanistan disaster not over

Almosttenyears after it began, Canada’s disastrous entry into -
Afghanistan is far from over. While the official combat mission 7 , _f,.-{'{‘lk
in Kandaharis winding up, Canada remains a prominent player in ! L LI [ ;
the NATO occupation of the country, with no end in sight. And W [ =T ; i g
despite all the media hype about the accomplishments of [‘our ks 3 A
brave troops”, Afghanistan remains under the thumb of violent i - —a
warlords and theirimperialist paymasters. Most ordinary Afghan . 1
citizens are no closer to freedom or equality than they wdre a - -
decade ago at the end of the Taliban era. The civil war which has ‘l ]
wracked the country for much longer shows no sign of conclugion,
as the recent killing of the governor of Kandahar provipce

indicates. | — == — L
For Canada, the human and financial costs of the Afghan : { i l
disaster will keep piling up. We have lost count of the numbgr of |II {
times when Canadian and other NATO generals have claimegl that .“ ¥ J {

the “Taliban are on the back foot.” The quickening pace of att§cks ' f
againstthe Karzairegime’s troops and police means that Canpdian
troops engaged in “training” these forces will continue to fight fnd
to face grave dangers. Canadian casualties will mount beyor|d the kempkes union-art.com 2011
156 dead to date, and Afghans will keep being killed in huge
numbers.

Billions of dollars have also been wasted on this war, with I|ttle

result. As reliable military analysts frequently note, many of|the NeW Jet S |0g0 m|||t arlzatIOn

Karzai troops “trained” by NATO forces often simply switch sides

with their weapons. In effect, Canadian taxpayers are financinp the Of hOCkey CcO nt| nues

insurgent Taliban forces.

For years, the majority of Canadians have expressed oppogition , .
to continuing this country’s participation in the Afghanistan war.By Johan Boyden, General refurbish the MTS Centre for theproponents of this pro-war

The “end of the combat mission” is no reason to change this Jievgecretary of the Young Jets. The MTS Centre and Trugingoism has been controversial
On the contrary, it's time to tell Parliament to bring home the 1J00@Communist League of Rl]%rtg ;8”;:2?:}%%f%ig?nvgggkngﬁgﬁgi;%yyc?(wgnﬁgt?éﬁr Eiosn Sgﬁg
troops still propping up the Karzai regime. Canada Alliance of Theatrical Stage homophobic, racist and anti-
] ] ) The Winnipeg Jets have crasfEmployees (IATSE) Local 63, Quebec statements. Cherry, who
Fascist terror strikes again landed. The hockey team,which staffed events at the oldmakes a special point of
supposed to bring good hockeywinnipeg Arena. commemorating the occupation of

The horrifying news from Norway makes it clear again thatjtheback to a city withsome of Canada’s The design comes after majorAfghanistan in his commentaries
ideology of fascism remains a significantdanger in every “developedioorest neighbourhoods, hagontroversy surrounding theand has started referring to hockey
capitalist country. Any idea thatthe Anders Breiviks of the worldlareevealed its new design - whichHarper Conservative govern-players as troops, went as far as
a “handful of disturbed individuals” is naive, to say the least.|Fafeatures a killing machine. ment’s purchase of replacementsisiting Afghanistan and signing
from being isolated, 21st century fascists thrive in the hothguse The Jetsnewlogoswerereleasefbr the CF-18 from US munitions bombs last December.
atmosphere of anti-communism, white supremacy, xenophgbiduly 22. The main design is a bluggiant Lockheed Martin. The total In response, a group called
militarism, and fundamentalist bigotry. Extremistideas are nurtyiredircle with the metallic grey cost of the new F-35 fightersHockey Fans for Peace formed,
in the environment of a ruling class drive to destroy every hard4wosilhouette of a McDonnell Douglasquadrupled in just two years.  staging actions outside hockey
gain achieved by working people. In this situation, individualCF-18 Hornetfighterjetaboveared Pentagon figures now indicategames and  engendering
fascists often lash out in a murderous fashion. Whether or notjsuahaple leaf, mirroring the Canadianthat the total cost of this purchasavidespread interest and support.
actions can be directly tied to particular statements by a media utleir force’s roundel. The Hornet isover a 30-year period is expected ttlockey Fans for Peace points to
or politician, the overall tenor of bourgeois rhetoric fans the flafnethe same jet the Canadian militanhit $29 billion, a staggering sum for polls showing that the vast majority
of violence. has deployed to bomb Iraq,a country with serious social andof Canadians oppose the war in

OnJuly 22, most mass media outlets initially pointed at “Muslims,”Yugoslavia and now the million- economic problems. Afghanistan. Already, a
eventhough the Oslo bombing was eerily reminiscent of the Oklafjontollar-a-week “humanitarian”  The new Joint Strike Fighter, significant number of the
City attack by white racists. As the facts emerged, the media playet&struction of Libya. which carries more bombs andpopulation are againstthe bombing
dumb, talking about Norway’s resistance against the Nazis, pven The design was put together byweapons, is not designed forof Libya (a majority in Québec).
though thousands of Norwegian fascists volunteered for Hitler'3rue North  Sports and defence, butforoffensive bombing Hockey Fans for Peace also
Wehrmacht and the far right remains active today. Entertainment (the union-bustingruns. As a single-engine aircraft, itencourages other sports to refrain

A similar situation could easily eruptin Canada, where neo-Nazisompany who own the Jets), thes reportedly unsuitable to patrolfrom promoting support for the
openly parade through city streets, attacking innocent peopl¢ aiwHL and the transnationalthe Canadian Arctic. The F-35 iswar in Afghanistan. The group
inciting bloodshed. In Calgary, for example, anti-racist activist areorporation Reebok. A secondaryjust another example of the Harpecalls for the NHL and the mass
repeatedly threatened and assaulted, while police refuse to [‘takmgo features afighter pilot’s set ofgovernment’s massive increase imedia to end the practice of using
sides.” The fact is that fascism is a ruling class ideology, aimg¢d atings. military spending and the adoptionhockey games and broadcasts to
dividing working people. Our response to the attack in Norway rhust “We felt it was important to of a much more bellicose, overtlypromote the view that full support
be to unite against the fascist threat in our own country, inclufinguthenticate the name Jets and wienperialist foreign policy. for the war is the only acceptable
the ultra-right forces high inside the Conservative Party as well aselieve the new logo does that According to the Canadian position for any genuine hockey
the Nazi thugs in our streets. through its connection to ourCentreforPolicy Alternatives, “the fan - or to give anti-war fans equal
country’s remarkable Air Force Canada First Defence Strategyair-time.
heritage, including the rich history unveiled by the Harper government  Their message is a timely one.

PEOPLE'S VO’CE and relationship that our city andin 2008, promises that Canada’sillions of Canadians enjoy

) province have enjoyed with themilitary spending will continue to hockey -and also oppose militarism
et e Lebou sl Canadian Forces,"Jets owner Marigrow by an average of0.6%in reatind war.»
Chipman told reporters. terms (adjusted for inflation) and

That history and relationship anaverage of 2.7%in nominal term
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Asad Ali, Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Johan Boyden, tothe hanging ofleader Louis Rielthis plan would likely be in the | |

Wally Brooker, Rick Gunderman, Sam Hammond| @nd the founding of Manitoba. $415-440 billion range (2009l| Check your label I
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LETTERS Winnipeg's poverty is highly Afghanistan or the military “aid” label. for example

concentrated in the inner-city (overto Haiti, are now common acros - PI€, |
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Chomsky’ s words will not stop the revolution

B ; case, or the Scooter Libby trial, gAfiuni] could receive a fair trial. former Liberal Party leader andthe claim that this is a case of
y Rick Gunderman, . ) e : : » .
Hamilton. ON judge had not only allowed thelt's striking that,_ as far as l'open f'idmlrer of American political persecution.

’ accused to slip out of the back otunderstand, other judges have ndimperialism. Noam Chomsky has great

“Speaking to th@bservetast the courthouse and escape, butome out in support of her - that Following this vain attempt to influence on the petit-bourgeois
week, (MIT professor and notedhad personally summoned thesuggests an atmosphere oéstablish institutional credibility, left. His books are widely available
political analyst Noam) Chomskyaccused for a hearing withoutintimidation.” Chomsky sheds crocodile tears foat Chapters and Indigo, and every
has accused the socialist leadenotifying the prosecutor, all in  To Noam Chomsky, the lack of Afiuni’s situation. She has been inuniversity has a political science
(Hugo Chavez) of amassing toarderto allowthe escape. The judg@udges willing to speak out in favour prison for a little over ayear, and orprofessor who salivates at the
much power and of making anwould be arrested for assisting af a corrupt public official who top of having cancer is a singlemention of Chomsky's name. The
‘assault’” on Venezuela’'sfugitive, at the very least. helped a known criminal escapemother. Nobody doubts that thisliberal progressive mentality can
democracy.” - The Guardian, UK This is analogous to whatjustice must be a sign of Chavez’ss a bad situation. With poor healthbe summed up as “it's a war of

Accompanied by a photo of happened in Venezuela. Eligio information - we win the revolution
President Chavez riding a horseCedeno was a Venezuelan bankg through education!”
and pointing skyward, the arrested in 2007 for allegedly This is a noble maxim for a
Guardianran an article entitled circumventing government socialist bookstore or education
“Noam Chomsky denounces oldcurrency rules to gain $27 million centre. It can be useful as a very
friend Hugo Chavez for “assault' USD. Cedenois now livingitupin specific slogan for a very specific
on democracy”. Miami (no explanation necessary) group or campaign. Butitis useless

Aside from being a typical  According to Edward Ellis of as asloganthatis central, defining
example of editorializing through Correo del Orinoco International or paramount.
photographs, the article proceed$which, unlike the Carr Institute, This mentality confines our roles
to go in depth on how Noamactually operates in Venezuela) and duties as activists to debates,
Chomsky’s friendship with Hugo “While it is true that Cedeno had demonstrations and maybe the
Chavez (Hugo Chavez has long indeed been held beyond the occasional leaflet. Without real
considered Noam Chomsky one dftipulated time for pre-trial mobilization of large numbers of
his best friends in the wegthas detentions, it is also true thaf people, under the leadership and
been compromised by theAfiuni'srogue actions were made} ELIGIO CEDEND initiative of the most dedicated
imprisonment of Venezuelan judgein violation of all judicial protocols activists, nothing gets done. The
Maria Lourdes Afiuni, head of the and legal procedures. In fact policies of governmentand business
31st Control _Coyrt of Caracas. h_un_dreds oftrialsin \_/enezuelafaIIE"gi0 Cedefio, former Presidentof Bolivar-Banpro Financial Group, become more vicious and damaging

TheQua_rdlan §e>_<planathn Qf victimto b_ureaucratlc slowdowns g charged with circumventing currency rules to gain US dollars. tquorkers_, you_th, stur_jents,women,
why Afiuni was jailed: “Afiuni and judicial delays that prevent visible minorities, immigrants,
earned Chavez's ire in Decembethe timely delivery of justice...”  totalitarian agenda, since allandyoung childrento care for, onechildren, First Nations peoples, etc.
2009 by freeing Eligio Cedeno, a And in fact, the judicial system socialist countries allegedly wonders why Afiuni would put That is the practical effect of the
prominent banker facing managed to secure Afiuni's arrestlestroy democracy and succumlnerself in the business of assistindgNoam Chomsky mentality, which
corruption charges. Cedenowithout any intervention from to Stalinism sooner or later. fugitives. romanticizes “political prisoners”,
promptly fled the country.” Chavez, although th&uardian Continuing through the list of Chomsky and th@uardianfail such as Maria Lourdes Afiuni.

Not a word more of detail, but would have it framed otherwise.international human rights groupsto mention that the Attorney The 5.7 million members of the
conspicuously followed by: “Ina Chavez went on televisionjoininginthe chorus of anti-ChavezGeneral managed to intervene tdJnited Socialist Party of Venezuela,
televised broadcast the presidentondemning corruption in the voicesthat makes up the restofthbave Afiuni transferred first to and their thousands of comradesin
who had taken a close interest ifjustice system, used Afiuni's caseGuardianarticle, one arrives attheisolation from the general the CommunistParty of Venezuela,
the case, called the judge a criminahs an example, and described howmuch-lauded Chomsky letter.  population to ensure her safetywill not put the brakes on the
and demanded she be jailed for 38he would be punished, i.e. how He refers to the Carr Centre for(she was sharing a cell block withprogress of their revolution just
years. "That judge has to pay fothe legal system works, which aHuman Rights Policy at Harvardinmates she had sentenced), thdmecause an MIT professor, high in
what she has done.” president certainly oughtto know.University as the source of histohouse arrestso she could receivias ivory tower, shouts at them.

The casual reader could beTo theGuardian this is proof of alarmover Afiuni's detention. The cancer treatment. Some “cruelty”. Buthere athome, wherewe'rein
forgiven for concluding that Chavez's tyrannical ways. Canadian reader would be Norisitevidentlyworthnoting the embryo stages of getting things
Afiuni's detention was totally  Nor would Chomsky have usinterested to know that the Carrthatneither Afiuninor Cedenoweregoing, the liberals in our ranks
arbitrary and without cause. believe Venezuela's judicial systemCentre was headed from 2000-200known to be supporters of thekeep stopping to ask directions

Imagineif, inthe Conrad Black is impartial: “I'm sceptical that by our own Michael Ignatieff, opposition, which compromisesfrom the enemye

Estuvo prese en Vienesusia por 1035 dias

B

f‘:i R mn g New issue of The Spark! off the press

Issue 22 ofThe Spark! the were among the Black populationinterests of the great majority ofcontrol, with disastrous results. severalexcellentbook reviews;and
Marxisttheoretical and discussionof Ontario, who accountfor21%ofthe people and break the Otheritemsinthisissueincludea “Marxist IQ” test.
journal of the Communist Party ofresidents in the Greater torontadomination of finance capital” by an editorial by Dan Goldstick, The Sparkis available for $5
Canada, is now on sale. Area, and much less in the rest oadopting an openly anti-capitalistrecalling the Stockholm Peaceper copy (or $12 for a three-issue
This issue features a timelythe province. programme. This approachAppeal of the 1950s; a reprint ofsubscription), from 290A Danforth
article by Toronto communist Holliday analyses the root differentiatesthe CommunistsfromAnnie Buller’'s 1945 article Ave., Toronto, ON, M4K 1NG6, tel.
activist Catherine Holliday, on causes of such discrepanciessome left forces in Québec which*'Women in Canada at war”; 416-469-2446
“Race and Class Bias in Law-especially the myth of white place the struggle for
Enforcement Agencies in Latesupremacy which is linked to theindependence ahead of class a
Capitalist States.” As Holliday capitalist drive to expand profits social issues.
says, “the persistent phenomenoand spheres of influence. She “Trade UnionsUnder Socialism:
of race and class bias in theurges “active support (for) groupsPerestroika Revisited”, by British
capitalist legal system can beand communities who challengeCommunistJohn Foster, looks bac
witnessed by anyone who attendshe armed repressive forces of that discussions which took place
the courts for a few days andstate” as well as “honest efforts”during a visit by a UK trade union
watches the process in action.” toimplement civilian oversight of delegationtothe USSRin1987. A<
But the author goes beyondthe police, “while remaining aware Foster concludes, in hindsight the
anecdotal observation, providingthat only social revolution will discussions reveal a couple o
afascinating overview of the manybring complete justice.” important points, starting with the
reports and inquiries into police  Anotherimportantfeature of Sparkfactthat “at the outset of perestroik
use of force in Canada, with#22 is the document “For a Québethe economywas notitselfincrisis.”
particular focus on the situation inSolidaire people’s government.”While the economy was seento b
Ontario. The data she present®eadersinEnglish-speaking Canadainderperforming,” the Soviet
include figures on “deaths willfindthis piece awelcomeinsight Union provided a vast range of free
occurring at initial encounter with into the debate over policy directionssocial services and othe
law enforcement officers.” within Québec’s left party, which is advantages to working people.
This topic is highly relevant, representedinthe National Assembly Second, the Soviet participant
considering that such deathdyAmirKhadirandpollsabout6-7%in these discussions did not se
averaged about five per year inn recent opinion surveys. any social base for capitalist
Ontario between 1988 and 2003, Thiscontributionwasoriginally counter-revolution in their
but then tripled to sixteen per yearsubmitted to a QS policy review bycountry. As the author says, whe -
during 2004-2007. While members of the Communist Partyleading figures within the CPSU Rﬂf-'e & Cf_ﬂjﬁfﬁ
Aboriginal people form just 2% of of Québec, the section of theinitiated policies that were ] = Biiﬂ&' I'H Law-
the population of Ontario, they Communist Party of Canadabasedbjectively anti-socialist, these g Wiz
accounted for a shocking 11% ofin that nation. The Québecwere accepted by many as a ,Eﬂfﬂl‘fﬂ'ﬂiﬂ'ﬂf
such deaths at the hands of polic€ommunists, who have been activantidote for apathy and passivity ' A ' fﬂ E-I‘fiE'S
during the thirty years ending inin QS since its origins, argue thatvents quickly moved beyond the g
2008. Similarly, 30% of such deathghe party must prioritize “the ability of pro-socialist forces to [
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Canadian tortured, but Harper silent

incarcerated for four weeks withoutup the AlKhalifaregime. Twodays Al Raas stands accused, alongts Bahraini ally. Indeed,
www.globalresearch.ca, any_criminal charges t_>eing madebefore t_he Saudi-led military With 12 o_thermen, of kid_napp_ing aWashington has usgd its vvprd§ to
July 17, 2011 During hisillegal detention, AlRaasintervention, US Defenpe Secretqr;poh(_:eofflcerand promoting cnmesta_llg up the Al Khahfa regime’s
’ was severely tortured. Robert Gates held a private meetinggainst the rulers. He recalls thainitiative for a “national dialogue”

A young Canadian man The Canadian suffers from awith King Hamad in Manama. during his interrogation period he- which the pro-democracy
suffering from a serious heartrare lung and heart condition - Despite condemnations bywas forcedto signapiece of papemovement in Bahrain has
condition has been abducted angulmonary embolism. He hasnumerous human rights groups offhis has turned out to be adismissed as a sham, pointing out
tortured by the Bahraini regime -previously undergone two open-the Saudi-led invasion andconfessiontothe crimes heisbeinghatthe regime continues to attack
yet the government of Stepherheart operations at the Ottawasubsequent violations, accused of - accusations that Apeaceful rallies, the latest atrocity
Harper has maintained a steadfasteart Institute and he requiresWashington has remained aRaas denies. in Sitra on 15 July where police
silence over his plight. constant medication. Around thestaunch supporter ofthe AlKhalifa The Bahrainirulers have shownopened fire on civilians resulting

Thislack of action by the Harpertime of arrest, his supply of regime, with President Barackboundless imagination inin one woman Zainab Hasan Al
government is in spite of the factmedication, which he had broughtObama and Secretary of Statdabricating prosecution cases. Fodumaa beingkilled.
thatthe Canadian Consulsin Bahraifrom Canada, ran out. He has beeHlillary Clinton describing it as a example, last month it sentenced For Al Raas, the next court
and Saudi Arabia are fully aware ofwithout treatment for nearly four “key ally”. The US Navy Fifth Fleet aninternationally respected humarappearance is set for September. If

By Finian Cunningham,

the case. The official silence may benonths now. is based in Bahrain. rights advocate, Abdulhadi Al found guilty, the Canadianisfacing
due to a bilateral trade deal Canada The sprawling grey Al Qala  For one month, the family of Khawaja, tolifein prisonfor“trying up to 20 years in prison. Given his
isinthe process of completing with to overthrow the state whileacute heart condition and

the Bahraini regime, and alsc
Ottawa’s increasing subordinance

working for aforeign enemy”. The weakened state from torture, Al

The factthat a civilian can be illegally detained, regime is also currently Raas'familyfearthathisconviction

to Washington’s foreign policy and tortured and dragged before a Military Court by a prosecuting senior surgeons andould result in a de facto death
therefore unwillingnesstoupsetar  regime that has incurred worldwide condem- doctors that it accuses ofsentence.

important US ally in the Persian nationis a sobering episode. But what makes “concealing machine guns under Thefactthatacivilian-aforeign
Gulf. the plight of Naser Al Raas shocking is the hospital beds” and “exaggeratingcivilian at that - can end up being

Naser AlRaas (28), who resides P : : the wounds of patients forillegally detained, tortured and
in Ottawa, was caught up in the indifference of his Canadian government. propaganda purposes, resultinglragged before a Military Court by
popular uprising inthe oil-rich Gulf in the death of patients”. a regime that has incurred
kingdom that erupted in mid- fortress in Manama is surroundedNaser Al Raas did not know of his  All trials in Bahrain since the worldwide condemnation is a
February while on afamily holiday. by animposing 20-metre-high wallwhereabouts or even if he wasSaudi-led invasion have beensoberingepisode. Butwhat makes
He arrivedin Bahrain on 6 March toand is equipped with undergroundalive. They knew that his lastconducted in Military Courts, with the plight of Naser Al Raas
visit his five sisters who live there. holding cells. Itis notorious amongmovements were in the airportminimallegal counsel permittedtoshocking is the seeming
Butwhen the former Microsoft Bahrainis as the regime’s “torturebecause he talked to a friend byhe defendants. In over 400 trialsindifference of his Canadian
IT specialistwentto exit the countrychamber”. Thisis where upto 1,00Qphone just before his scheduledonfessions forced through torturegovernment.
on 20 March, he was stopped whileivilians have been detaineddeparture. However, for the nextare the sole basis for the This silence from the Harper
boarding his flight by ministry of following the US-backed four weeks, the Bahraini prosecution case. In eerie shovgovernmentisnotoutofignorance
interior officers. Although AlIRaas crackdown against the pro-governmentdenied all knowledgetrial fashion, sometimes videos ofof the case. The plight of Al Raas
was travelling on a Canadiandemocracy uprising that isofthe Canadian man. defendants making confessions arkas been reported in the Canadian
passport, he was hauled into @hallenging the unelected Al After one month of being held even televised on Bahrain state T\press on two occasions in March
room at Bahrain’s international Khalifamonarchy, headed by Kingincommunicado, the Bahrainibefore the verdicts are reached. and June.
airport and detained for severaHamad. Four people have beemegime released Al Raas but Such flagrant violation of Canada’sconsulin SaudiArabia
hours during which time he wastortured to death while in custodywithheld his passport. He is nowinternational legal standards havéMichael Erdman travelled to
hooded, interrogated andinrecentmonths, according tothestranded in Bahrain - without beenroundly condemned by right8ahrain to attend two of his trial
physically assaulted. Thatwas jusBahrain Centre for Human Rights.medication - pending a prosecutiorgroups, such as Amnesty andlatesinJune. Andthe man’sfamily
the beginning of his nightmare. The fierce repression againstrial. Onthree datesin June, he wasluman Rights Watch. But while has made repeated phone calls to
He was then taken by his captorpeaceful demonstrators escalatedrought before a Military Court. It Washington has rushed tothe Canadian department of
to the infamous Al Qala - theon 14 March when troops fromwas during the opening hearing orcondemn Libya and Syria overforeign affairs in Ottawa. Yet to
ministry of interior headquarters in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab7 June that he first learnt of thealleged human rights abuses, it
the capital, Manama, andEmiratesinvaded Bahraintoshoreharges against him. has remained tight-lipped about see CANADIAN, p. 11

News of the World’s biggest scandal

Editorial from the arrested by British police. The political suicide not to take on theexposés and the publicity by public The National Union of

Guardian, newspaper of hee}d of Scotland Yard (British mediabaron. _ . proadcaster the BBC, and otheﬂournalists has not_fqrgottent e
the Comrﬁunist Party of po_I|ce H_Q) has stgpped down. In A_ustrglla, Murdoch is !ndepe_ndentmed|aoutlets,thgtldé)rutalattackonthewnghtswh
Australia Prime Minister DaV|d_ Cameron, cqmpetlngWlththeABCfora$223 is turning on News Corporation. Rupert _Murdoch_ moved t¢@
one of anumber of politicians whomillion government contract for Several News staff have alreadydeunionise Wapping 25 yeafs

Foranewspaper thatthrivedhad a close relationship with theAustralia’s overseas televisionbeen arrested. There are stronggo. It said, “The best way tb
on scandal, sensation and mudMurdochs, is calls forthe break up ensure asimilar scandal does fjot
raking, there is a certain ironyfrantically trying to of Murdoch’sempire happen again is to ensureja
thatNews of the Worl@NoW)  distance himself. in the British strong union presence in evefy
has fallen on its own sword to  Rupert Murdoch Parliament, and for newsroom and every studio.”
become of one of the biggestwas in the throes of | anFBlinvestigation  Britain’s socialist daily
scandals of all. The tables haveadding to his media | in the US Congress. Morning Starnoted,“Victoryfol
turned on Rupert Murdoch, themonopoly  which News Corp and the media decency will not b
“untouchable”king of the News straddles newspapers Murdochs face complete until News
Corporation media empire, whofilm, cable, satellite, TV criminal Internationalitselfisdesignated
used his tabloids and otherand books when the investigations and as neither fit nor proper to owp
media outlets to push his right-British  Guardian p ossib |l e newspapers or TV stations |n
wing, anti-worker political Weeklybrokewithnew prosecution in the Britain.” Add Australia and the
agenda and to make or breakevelations of systemic USand UKaswellas US to that statement.
governments. Rupert, his phone hacking and a judicial inquiry in  The exposure of the operatio
son James and Rebekah Brookgolice bribery and the UK. News’s ofthe Murdoch dynasty's Ne
are due to appear before a Houseover-ups. News Corp hacking of victims of Corporation highlights the peril
of Commons Committee “to withdrew its US$12.7 the 9/11 attack and of mediamonopolisation;the la
account for the behaviour of billion bid to take over families of of government regulation a
News International and for BSkyB, Britain's servicemenwholost public accountability; th
previous statements made tdargest pay TV heir lives in corruption and criminality o
the committee in Parliament, broadcaster. It did so Afghanistan went private, for-profit medi
now acknowledgedtobefalse.”on the eve of a toofarto beignored. operators; the power and their
James was head of Newsparliamentary vote Murdoch is madly abuse ofitthatindividuals wiel
International (News Corp’s urging News Corp to manoeuvring through control of medi
British arm) and Rebekah withdrawits bid. Prime against mounting monopolies; and the importange
Brooks its editor when the Minister David Cameronwasforcedservice which is currently odds. He placed an incredibleof public and other independeft
phone of murdered teenageto join Labour (who moved the broadcast by the ABC. The ABC*“interview” in his Wall Street media outlets. The News Co
Milly Dowler was hacked into motion), other conservatives andand Sky News are the only bidderslournal saying he wanted “to scandal provides an opportunity
and messages deleted by NoWtheir Liberal Democrat coalition for the tender. establish our integrity in the eyesto take up these issues and fi
Brooks resigned as CEO ofpartners in supporting the motion. Thanks to the British of the public’ and ran adsfor public and not-for-profit,
News International and wasFor the first time, it was seen asndependentGuardian Weekly's apologising. independent media.
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predation. When the Union wasunregulated banks had piled ugbecame a captive nation.
formedin 1993 from the Europeanhuge debts, necessitating massive As a condition of EU and IMF thatthere is additionally a potential

Nearly 35 years ago, in a rareEconomic Community, Ireland, government-funded bailing. Theservitude, Greece was forced t®00-300 billion euros of Greek
moment of truth-speak, PresidenSpain, Portugal, and Greece weréberian construction boomfizzled,accept an austerity program thatproperty available for pillage,
Gerald Ford, participating in alate comers and poor sisters to thieeaving mountains of debt andapart from incalculable humanincludingthe Olympicfacilities and

By Zoltan Zigedy With glee, the IMF has noted

televised pre-election debate withmore highly developed countriesmassive unemployment. misery, brought the economymilitary properties. Will the

future President Jimmy Carter,of the EU like West Germany, ButGreece wasthe special caselown, sinking into depression.Parthenon be next?

denied that the socialist countrierance, Italy and the other northerWhen the newly elected PASOKGreece s, indeed, a captive nation. Greece has not known such

of Eastern Europe were “captiveneighbours that founded the EECgovernment revealed in 2009 that The New York Timeseported domination by foreign powers

nations” under Soviet domination. There was enormous pressure for since the Nazi occupation. As then,
Ford, notknown for his political these countries to achieve 4 the only option is resistance.

acumen, violated one of the“European”level of development Like a Nazi

cardinal rules of national political and living standards. By “Reichsbevollmachtigter,” the
campaigns: thou shall not deviatamembership, they gained oper ) plenipotentiary of the EU is
from “truths” held closely by the markets and accessto capital. The v -F=2 i currently debating Greece’s fate.
US ruling class. The media cameelatively low wages gave them e W ST Wy Understanding that Greece will be
down on Ford like a ton of bricks; somewhat of a competitive / = 1 < unable to pay or refinance the 66

billion euros inloans that will come
due in 2012 (foreign bank lending
to Greece declined 19% in 2010),
the leaders are debating the best
way to pick over the bones of the
Greek economy. On one hand, the
ECB threatens to cut off Greek
banks (they borrowed 88 billion
euros fromthe ECB in March) ifthe
government attempts to modify its
debt in any way. On the other

some say his indelicate commenadvantage within the Union.
cost him the election. Despite this “advantage,” they
It is likely that the bumbling remained the underachievers o
Ford misread his cues or sufferedurope - more the quaint vacatior
a brain lock since he had earliedestinations for the rich than
signed a proclamation designatinggconomic titans.
the week beginning July 13, 1975 With the creation of a single
as “Captive Nations Week.” currency, the euro, in 1999, and th
Breaking with the unity of thought establishment of the Europear
that ruling elites fight so hard to Central Bank, economic relations
establish is not easily forgiven,between memberswere reordere
even if it is inadvertent. The common currency forced the hand, the euro-powerhouses,
Despite the end ofthe Cold Warsurrender  of  individual Germany and France, endorse loan
sacred and unassailable truths stifovereignty over monetary policy,the budget deficit was twice whaton May 16 that unemployment inrestructuring in lieu of an additional
are a fixture of US political eliminating an individual state’s the previous government hadGreeceisapproaching 15%, cemertailout as requested by the Greek
discourse: politicians are notability to adjust exchange ratesclaimed - no doubt for political productionis down 60% since 2006government. Neither option treats
allowed to mention that the Cubanagainst other currencies. Furtherreasons - the financial predatorsteel productionis downinthe lastGreece as other than a satrapy.
people overwhelmingly supporteuro-zone participation wasdescended upon the country. Likeéwo years, Athens has experienced
their government; the plight of thepredicated on a strict set ofa pack of wolves attacking thea 25% increase in homelessnessfhe Other Captive
Palestinian people - their sufferingeconomic (neo-liberal) parametersveakest, most vulnerable of theand food kitchens are flourishing. .
and hardships - must remairestablished by the Treaty ofherd,international bankers, equityPublic sector jobs, wages andNations?
unspoken at all costs; the charg®daastricht. Regulatory firms and hedge funds began tdenefits have been slashed deeply. . :
of terrorism must include and beconstraints were imposed as wellbet  against Greek debtThe human costs of this austerity ' ©' the mainstream media, the
confined to acts againstin effect, countries surrendered ananagement, driving the cost ofprogram are only beginning to Selenslave_mentofGrge;ce IS S|.mplyan
imperialism; and private ownershipgreat measure of their sovereigntporrowing sky high. They in, while the cuts promise to retarg2P€rration, a condition invited by
of assets is always to be preferretb be a part of the super-state, thepeculated with credit defaultGreece'sability to raise tax revenud>re€K irresponsibility or a tragedy
over public ownership. These areEU, the weaker economiesswaps and against credit defaulfor both human services and debo©S€d by the gods of mythology.
theological commandments in asurrendering their fate to theswaps, establishing an upwardepayment. The Greek governmeny réality, Greece’s plightis clearly
country that trumpets its com-economic super-powers ofswinginthe costs offinancing andannouncedinApriIthatitWiIIseek.t emodelfortheotherweakms}ers
mitment to freedom of thought. Northern Europe. re-financing debt and a downwardan additional 3 billion eurosin cuts.INthe EU. Ireland accepted abailout
. For the less developed,swing in credit ratings. TheseCurrently, 6.7% of the declining that came with austfarlty provisos
The Real Captive membership in the euro-zone waswings invited further speculationGreek GDP goes to debt service, 1at mirrored Greece's package and
Nations

an opportunity for conservativeand a further worsening offigure inevitably growing as the 'esulted in a dramatic decline in
governments toimpose neo-liberaGreece’s debt position. economy shrinks and the cost og'Sh living standards. With over a
Though the notion of “captive changes, justified by the promised  Financial writers purposefully debt increases. These are thgundred billion euros in non-
nations” was one of thoseprosperity enjoyedbythewealthieroverlook these waves ofconsequences facing a natio erformllngloans,atotal '_[hatgrew
ridiculous ideas born from the member states. aggression, lest they reveal theapturedintheweb ofthe EU, EcgSUPStantially from 2009, Irish banks
malignant minds of Cold Warriors, Ireland granted subsidies,continued existence of rampantnd the IMF. continue to hang by a thread,
there is no better time than today tdowered corporate taxes and taxespeculative capital, the very —Thisisnotmerely extortion, but "Viting further extortionate
find it a precise and appropriateon the wealthy to draw multi- element that brought the globalawholesale commandeering ofthdtervention by the EU. They
application. Its aptness is one ohationals to exploit an educatedeconomy down. Instead, they writeGreek economy, and consequentl orrow even more than Grgek
those sublime ironies that would its political and social life. Recently, banks fromthe ECB.,g\ndthe yield
make the old master, Karl Marx, EU leaders demanded thatthetwin Irish bonds is 7.5% - a record

smile. predominant bourgeois parties of€/€! - above comparable German

In the wake of the most & Greece meet and agree t¢©nds. More austerity looms.
Portugal’s economy is reeling

extraordinary public debt. Bailouts,
stimulative spending, and
substantially reduced revenue:s
pushed public debt loads
dramatically higher, excepting
those few countries with sufficient
reserves. In a real sense, th
assumption of debt was the
prescription - the only prescription
- for surviving an accelerating
mortal spiral of the capitalist
system.

Greek Communists at a student protest in Britain.

Butin a capitalist country in the butlowwage working class. Greeceof Greek corruption, profligacyand So far, the appeasing PASO

web of a global capitalist system,sold off public assets to the tune ofinancial irresponsibility.
debt is shorthand for an intimatel1.1% of GDP between 1998 and

and lenders, a relationship that iseam players.

easy prey for international banks,

International Monetary Fund anddominant powers in the EU.
the World Bank.

In truth, Greece was the victimbillion euro sell-off, with ports,
relationship between borrowers2003. Bothwere hailed as exemplanpf international banks, equity firmsairports, transport, power, water,
and hedge funds - a financialmotorways, gambling companies
Only Communists and the anti-mugging that brought the countryand telecommunications unde
hedge funds, and the globalcapitalist left foresaw danger into the brink of debt defaultin May consideration
enforcers of capitalism, thesurrendering sovereignty to theof2010. Andunderthe guidance oliscounted sale to foreign
asocial democratic government, anvestors. While this might
With the full blast of economic governmentwedded to neo-liberaimomentarily appease the financial
The group of weaker, lesscrisisin 2008, all of the EU-basedpolicies, Greece surrenderediultures,the massive loss of futur
developed countries of thehopes were dashed. Catching upnconditionally to the rule of the revenue to the Greek governmen
European Union was one of thewas off the table and survival waseU, the ECB and the IMF, acceptingwill only further cripple the Greek
mostvulnerable targets of financialthe business at hand. Ireland’sibailoutof110 billion euros. Greeceeconomy.

continuing EU policy after the

October. 2013 end of the PASOKWith atleasta2% annual decline in
government’sterm. Dutifully, they GDP projected for this and next

met, though they could reach n ear thanks to a severe austerity

o
rogram. A 78 billion euro EU
agreement. Nonetheless, PASOPE lout is forth . dl
offered another 22 billion euros in2a!lout Is forthcoming, assuredly

cuts and tax increases to appeadglth further austerity and
the EU lords of the manor. PP privatization demands from the EU

But the EU game plan is notIords.Atthesametime,Portugal is
merely to bring Greecetoits knees'n.the midst of a severe political
but to steal its physical assets. Th ”Sé's' o . o in th

EUis demanding afire sale of public . >Pa&!n, the next country in the
assets, a massive privatization 0§|ghts of international financial

the shared wealth of Greek societypr.edators' is also_p_olitically shaky
KW|th recent municipal elections

iocking theruling party. Spain’s 21%
unemployment and stagnant
economy thwart the country’s ability
to contain and reduce its debt. While
panish national debttrails the other
three countries as a percentage of
GDP, itis widely known that much
Spanishregionaland municipal debt
pas been hidden, unreported in
ifﬁcial figures. Theruling“Socialist’

government has entertained a 7

for heavily

arty has embarked on a severe

see CAPTIVE... page 11
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Strike wave has also been abolished. tonnes ofproduction,roughly$3.5COSATU demands end to NA TO

. Deputy Prime Minister Ali al- billion, before it was ended with . . .
across S. Africa Selmy, who currently supervisesthe help of police intervention. bombmg in |_|bya
the public business sector, said, Last March, more than 600

A two-week strike by 120,000 “There will be no investment workers at Zambia's Chinese- The Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) threw its
members of the National Union of ministry or representative ministerowned Chambishi copper smeltesupport behind arecent march organised its affiliate NUMSA (National
Metalworkers’ of South Africa in the government following the downed tools for two days to Union of Metalworkers) to the US, British and French embassies to
ended on July 18 when NUMSAnew reshuffle.” demand a pay rise, bringingprotestthe bombings by NATO countries against the people of Libya.
accepted athree-year contractfrom “The unfair privatization production at the plant to a halt.  Ina July 5 statement, COSATU reiterated its call “for democracy
the Steel and Engineeringprogramwillbecancelledandmore In December 2010, workers atin Libya through the struggles of the Libyan people and not military
Federation of South Africa attention will be paid the public the world’s No.3 copper mine, helicopters of foreign invaders. We have always made it clear that it
(SEIFSA), the main metal sector and its 147 companies,” h&€ollahuasi, returned to their jobsis only the people of Libya themselves who can wage that struggle on
employers’ federation in SouthtoldAl-Masry Al Yourmewspaper, after accepting a wage deal to entheir terms with the full support and solidarity of the world’s democracy-

Africa. “considering that it has gonea32-day strike - the longest-ever aloving community.

NUMSAmemberswillreceivea through a phase of grossamajorprivate mineinChile.And “Therefore, it cannot be alien forces of occupation who can bring
first-year pay rise of 10% effective in August 2010, workers at PTliberationimportation-style, as they are only bent on securing their oil
July 1. In the second and third Newmont Nusa Tenggara, aninterests and re-colonising the country for their own narrow geo-

Indonesian unit of Newmont political, strategic and economic interests in that unstable, yetrich and
Mining Corp, struck for five days naturally well endowed region of the world...
in a dispute about overtime pay. “We salute NUMSA and all COSATU affiliates for their consistency
in linking the workers demands and struggles in the country with
O” md ustry Strike those of other suffering fellow workers and peoples all over the world.
) It is the historic duty of any progressive union and federation to
in Kazakhstan recognize the internationalist duties of workers and the class struggle
as a world-wide task and terrain of struggle. We want solidarity and
A major strike is raging in the democracy not bombs and foreign occupation in Libya!”
Mangistau oblast in Kazakhstan,

where upto 16,000 workers inthe gregns workers rally against ship-

no lessthan 8% in eachyear. Ifth
consumer price index is less tha
that percentage, the 8% increasqs
will take hold; if it exceeds 8%,
workers will receive 2% above the
CPI.

“We ran a successful action,”
NUMSA General Secretary Irvin
Jim said. “We applied excellent| '
pressure, workers were firminthei ﬂ '
determination, and the timing for oil industry have been on strike .
settling was good before the since late May. These are Workerbuﬂder |ay0f'f
country’s economy was bruised.”\_ J for the national oil company,

Jim said another fundamental KazMunaiGas, which is closely Thousands of labour activists staged a protest rally in downtown
issue resolved concerned labounegligence, despite thelinked to the government of Seoul on July 23, demanding that Hanjin Heavy Industries &
brokers, who will now be allowed competencies and resources iPresident Nursultan NazarbayevConstruction Co. withdraw its decision to cut hundreds of jobs.
to deploy workers for only a four- possesses.  Enough  withThe strike also involves workersEmployees at Hanjin Heavy, a mid-sized shipyard in the southern port
month period. If alabour broker isprivatization, especially now after from subsidiary companies andcity of Busan, had beenwaging a strike since December the company’s
retained for more than that periodhe end of a former regime thatcontractors for KazMunaiGas. decision to cut about 400 jobs as part of a restructuring drive.
that broker's workers willwin full- aimedtoliquidate the publicsector, The workers face desert Members ofthe Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU),
time, permanent positions with thein spite of its importance to theconditions where in the summer,a major umbrella labor group, protested in front of the Seoul city hall
primary employer inclusive of all lower and middle classes. Atemperatures canriseto 50 degreds support of Hanjin workers. Kim Jin-sook, a senior official from the
social benefits. committee of leaders and experts i€ and in the winter drop to -40 C.KCTU's Busan office, has been staging a solo strike atop a 35-meter

Meanwhile, some 70,000 the public sector will be formed to Workers report the serious neglectower crane for near 200 days inside the shipyard in support of Hanjin
members of the Chemical, Energyreview company sale contractsof health and safety standardsyorkers.

Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied signed during the Mubarak regimeand say that a number of workers On June 27, the union decided to end a six-month full-scale strike,
Workers’ Union (CEPPWAWU) This will help us to achieve ahave unnecessarily died as a resuftut some laid-off workers and supporters oppose the decision, saying
have been striking since July 11civilized recovery of companiesof industrial accidents andthey cannot accept the settlement unless the company withdraws its
against scores of employers in thavhose privatization eitherinvolvedilinesses brought on by thedecision to cut jobs. Union members have been in dispute with the
petroleum, pharmaceutical, glassthe squandering of public moneyworking conditions. A wage management since June 2009, staging frequent work stoppages. The
plastics, industrial chemicals, fast-or was marred by corruption.”  agreement was signed two yearsompany estimated ithad lost some 16 billion won (US$15.2 million)

years, metalworkers will receive{

moving consumer goods, and pulp, ago between the company and theince the strike started.
paper, and wood products sectorg. i union, which the strikers claim has
The strike has created panic buyin}abour unrest in not been fully implemented by the

and fuel shortages, with the seve company. . . "
members of the South Africanlglobal copper Two trade union lawyers, Many items in our "Global Class

Petroleum Industry Associationmines Natalia Sokolova and Akshimat "
unable to move supplies to market Aminov, have been jailed. Struggle COIumn are from the
from fuel depots. Strikes by copper mine workersSokolova has been charged wit Labour S tart website,

CEPPWAWU's strikes were across the world demanding d'stirring up social conflict” and
joined across several sectors byigger share of record revenuegouldface yearsinjail. Inreaction,
14,000 members of the Southhave strained supply pipelines for300 strikers and members of their
African Chemical Workers’ Union the metal and propelled copperfamily engaged in a hunger strike. \

(SACWU) and 10,000 members ofprices back towards the recordRiot police have been used t Send me information on the ‘¢>
r Y

www .labourst art.org

the General Industrial Workers’above $10,000 a tonne hit indisperse the protests, and anumb . i
Union of South Africa (GIWUSA). February, according to a Reutersfthe hunger strikers poured petro Communist Party of Canada'ﬁ}i
The unions are seeking wagenews report on July 22. over themselves, threatening tq
increasesrangingfrom11%to13%, On July 11, thousands ofset themselves on fire. Manyj
while respective industries areCodelco union workers in Chile workers have received serious
offering only 6.5% to 7%. Stagsdaccampan)gWISQ strike fo_ranonymous thfeats’_Fhreate”'”" The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
CEPPWAWU seeks a co_mpleteone ay to deman ,a igger say ithe I|ves_ of their families and to against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
ban on |ab0ur bI’OkeI’S, a mlnlmumhe State'run miners reStrUCtUl’lngbUl’n the'r homeS. active across the Country‘ to build our party and to help Strengthen peo le’s
monthwageofR6,000(6;5euros)plans.Workers haltegloutp_utinall Hundreds of Workgrs have| movements on awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
six months paid maternity leave,0of the Codelco mines in thealready been fired, simply for] democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
and a 40-hour work-week. company’s first national strike in exercising their right to strike. In| socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
A PricewaterhouseCoopers’'nearly two decades. effect, a lockout is being imposed Central Committee CPC
report recently showed that AlsoinJuly,an eight-day strike by the company. Those who havg
. . - 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
executive pay trends of the 40 topover demands for a pay hikereturned to work have had to sigr : .
. . - . : 416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
listed companies on theparalyzed production at Freeportastatementdeclaring thatthe strik
Johannesburg Stock Exchange saMcMoRan Copper & Gold’s is illegal and committing not to | parti communiste du Quebeq(section du ~ Ottawa CPC
median pay increases of 23.3%l|ndonesia mine. Earlier in theengage in such action again. Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
while executive bonuses rose 56%amonth, Peru’s federation of mining ~ The strike has beenruledillegaf 3339 Ave Bu Pare, Suite *C Manitoba Committee CPC
: - Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
unions called off plans for a two-by the courts on the basis of thd Email: pca@cpc-pec.carél: 438-338-8890 Toyeoe o0a 667804
Egypt drops day nationwide strike meant toKazakh Labour Code, which is] s.c. commitee cPC ‘
A pressure the government toparticularly restrictive forworkers | 706 Clark brive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 31 o e o roronto. MAK 1N6
privatization plan implement a law passed byin the extraction sector. This| " 60+2549836 Emall cobo@telusnet 7o\ 16 169246
Congress that would create aituation has been criticised by thd ngmggtffchgBonnie Boon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
The Egyptian government hasspecial retirement fund for minersinternational Labour Organisation] edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
cancelled its controversialfunded by monthly payrolls and (ILO), and rock performer Sting | Tel: 780-465-7893  Fax: 7804630200  Hamiton ON, | 8H 2K3
privatization program, corporate profits. cancelled a planned concert irf CalgarycPC Atlantic Region CPC
establishing a committee to Grupo Mexico’s giant CananeaKazakhstan declaring that he woulg gg;g:rly R e S s 248.6489 BOX 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0
reviewing the contracts of all copper mine has returned to worknot cross a “virtual picket line”. Saskatc’rlew;ln J Telffax: 902-542-7981
companies previouslyprivqtized.followinga3-yearstrike.Theshut-Such solidarity has raised thg Emai: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
The Ministry of Investment itself down cost the company 530,00Qonfidence of the strikers. \ j

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
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The politics of p ackaging in W est Bengal

By B. Prasant, PV importz_int, confronting and a challenge to democracy andelectionsforthe Bengal Assemblyarea, not.ashamed. that the
correspondent' in India tormenting the people. One of hedevelopment. The Left Front waswent against th_e CPI(M) and theGyaneswari Express mishap afew
recent packages we pick to franklyseized of this problem from the timeLeft Front. The circumstances wereyears back, which left 170 dead and
Consumers are always warycarp, because the intention of thehe left extremists’ incursions utilised by the Trinamul chief, who many more injured, has been found
when the vendor will not open the“giver” is not good. Neither is it started to put a violent stop todeclared before the poll procesdy investigators to be the
package, confining the buyers’above the usual suspicion Mamatalemocratic activities and had even commenced that if votedhandiwork of the left extremists,
curiosity to a blurb writtenin small has woven around herself sincalevelopmental initiatives, to office she would give in to the and while railmovementacrossthe
print on the sides of the containershe joined active politics as aespecially as coordinated by thedlemands ofthe leftextremists’ frontjangal mahals severely restricted.
Since assuming office in Bengalrunaway youth Congress campwvestern Bangal developmentorganisation, the People’s The principle declaration that
state, presently racked byfollowerinthe 1980s. council. TheleftextremiststerrorisedCommittee Against Police carried Mamata in thgangal
violence, the chief minister and Before we begin, let us put outthe local populace into non-Atrocities or PCAPA. While all mahal was her much-touted
Trinamul supremo (emphasise thehe assurance that Mamata doesooperating with the statepolitical parties were preventedpromise to withdraw both central
latter if you please), has been busyot believe in the promises -government'sinitiatives. Theykilled from functioning in the three and state police (“joint forces”)
pontificating. When Mamata sometimes puerile, sometimesnough police personneltoconfindorested patches in thefrom the three districts. On this
Banerjee rants and raves, belangerous, mostly adeadly mixofthem into barracks, and thenwesternmost districts of she is not only silent, she even
warned that a manna of packageBoth - in her election manifesto.Communist Party of India (Marxist) Midnapore west, Bankura, andgoes in for the much-derogated
is aboutto be dropped with aplomiShe blithely waves away everyworkers started to be assassinate@urulia, the Trinamul had a freepolicy of appointing “special”
amidst the unsuspecting peoplereference to promises never keptThere was resistance fromthe ruralide, and statements of the lefpolice personnel from the people
Like the owner of a large declared paths left untroddden. poor,whofacedtoo much firepowerextremists praised Mamata as thef the area.
shopping mart, she has packages Thejangal mahal(the forested to contend with. “next chief minister of Bengal.” In their most recent statement,
for every sort, on issues large andreainthe westof Bengal) hasbeen In the situation, the 2011 Things have changed. Mamatahe left extremists rejectthe package
holds office. Packages are heputright as a bunch of anti-people
. weapons of choice. Her recentsuperficial generalisations coming
I S rae I IS I I l arC h fo r package for th@angal mahalis a fromasuper-greedy leader ofarmed
rehash of what the Left Frontbrigands. They also call for the
. . government had already offeredsurrender of all Trinamul workers
P al eStI n I an St ate h OO d and which she had thenandsympathisers operating inthe
deceptively opposed with toughjangal mahal. We shall watch
posturing. future developments with great
MK Khenin said “the struggle  The package would maketrepidation: it looks like the poor
for Palestinian independence is fomnybody - especially the end userpeople of the area are about to re-
the future of this country. The - very suspicious. Mamata speak&nter the dark days when murder,
government of Israel continues toof employment (especially in themayhem, torture, ransoming, and
take unilateral steps, buildingpolice force) but will not create kidnapping were ever on the rise.
settlements and refusing to freezgobs. She speaks of education, buthe Bengal CPI(M) and the Bengal
construction. The Palestiniansthere is budgetary provision to seteft Front have sternly criticised
have come to realize they cannotip schools. Sherants about settinthe “package”, calling for a
sit idle while this is taking place. up industries, and would letcontinuation of movements and
“Proceeding to a Palestinianbusinessmen/investors buy upstruggles for the restoration of
state based on '67 borders is th&and without any form of acquiring democratic normalcy in the afflicted
right step and is compatible within place. She even brazenlyareas where development is an
the interests of Israel,” he saml. declares a few more trains for theoverwhelming imperative.

Left-wing activists marched in
Jerusalem on July 15 in a large
demonstration of support for an
independent Palestinian state
Under the banner  of
“Independence for Palestine,” the
march, organized by the SheikfF
Jarrah Solidarity Movement, drew
about 3,000 participants, amonc
them Hadash and Communist Part
of Israel activists from across the
country.

The march started from Jaffa
Gate and ended in the weekly
protest in Sheikh Jarrah, a direc
inversion of the right-wing Flag
March on Jerusalem Day, wher
tensions rose in east Jerusaler
between right-wing marchers anc
Arab residents. The route was alsi
chosen because it was the borde
of east and west Jerusalem prio
the occupation in 1967.

The demonstration stirred a
deeper debate about the future ¢
Israel and the region. After two
young scholars, Ishay Rosen-Zvi
and Yael Sternhell calledinthe page

Honduran Communists reactivate Paty

From Tribuna Popular as also with the struggle of a_lllthose a}ctive participants with
(Venezuela), translated by peo_plle_s of_the V\_/orld for their the Natlonal Front fo_r Po_pular
W.T. Whitney, Jr. definitive liberation and true Resistance contributing in all
independence, their resistance tareas to processes of unity. They

In a proclamation directed toimperialism and to various modespromote tolerance and rejecta
the Honduran people and theof exploitation and oppression ofattempt or action aimed
peoples of the world, the humanity.” manipulation through makin
Communist Party of Honduras The documentsays, “The timesunilateral decisions. Our mai
(PCH) has announced itshave changed, and also Honduraduty is to assure the greatgst
reactivation, the culmination of aawareness of protestand demandpopular participation in thi

of Haaretzto join the march, Prof. clandestine 5th CongressNow the banner is hoisted of abroad, revolutionary project
Ruth Gavison replied with her approving its bylaws and worthy homeland. People arethe Honduran people.”
reasons for notjoining the solidarity , _ political program. neither afraid nor scared off by Finally they say: “We call
march. These three op-eds opened AfterIsrael'soccupationof East| ™ “we do not return as a anti-communistmediacampaignsupon all those whos

the floor for a variety of responsesJerusalem in 1967, JewisH pretentious vanguard or asOn the contrary, they now showrevolutionary vision takes in th
siding with Rosen-Zvi, Sternhell organizations claimed ownershi masters of a solution to thetheir interest, disposition, andconstruction of socialism to joi
and the Sheikh Jarrah Solidarityover these houses by virtue Of national crisis, but as seriousaspiration for a just, socialistour ranks.”
movement, creating along-awaitedottoman deeds dating back to the ¢yitics and direct enemies of thesystem of social-economic The Communist Party o
public conversation on the roles 19th century. The families, | yord capitalist systemin generalproduction as a response antionduras was founded oh
vision and tactics ofthe progressivéiowever, were notallowedtoregain and the subservient nationalsolution to the degenerate andctober 10, 1954 with origins if
camp in Israel. To top it all, theownership over their former| capitalist system in particular,” rotten system of capitalistthe Honduran Revolutionar
Haaretzeditorial on the day of the propertiesinIsrael, thoughbacked he Honduran communists sayproduction that offers humankindDemocratic Party. Never a legh
march endorsed the march. by similar Ottoman deeds. While| | their proclamation, the only suffering and sorrow. party, it had a strong presencelin
The Solidarity Movement, Isra?I s "Absentee Properties| ponguran communists adhere “We encourage all our comradeghe labour movement, especial
which has grown from weekly Law” officially strips Palestinians | 1 the “anti-imperialist, anti- tokeep up their active participationwith the bananaworkers. In 199
protests in Jerusalem’s Sheikiofownershiprights overtheirpre-| co|onial, anti-oligarchic,andanti-in  different organizations the CommunistParty of Hondurg
Jarrah neighbourhood, is al948 properties, Jews are free b jarical spirit of Francisco strugglingwith dignity forthe good dissolved and joined with th

grassroots organization workingreclaim possession of prewal norazan,”the progressive 19th-of our people. We especially urgePatriotic Renovation Partye
towards civil equality within Israel assets. This inequality before the century Honduran leader who

and an end tothe Israeli occupatiofW is responsible for the current o the struggle for a united
of Palestine. crisis in Sheikh Jarrah. Central America.

The immediate context for Several Knesset members e rejterate our decision to
Solidarity’s emergence was the(MKs) participated in the march,| pe with the Honduran people in
forced eviction of four Palestinian including Dov Khenin (Hadash) | heir struggle for refoundation
families from their East Jerusalemand Zehava Galon (Meretz). Othe[ of the country, as also with the
homes in 2009, along with theprominentpublicfigurestookpart,| gyggle of all peoples of the
imminent threat of eviction of such as former Speaker of the \yorid for their definitive
additional families. These Knesset Abraham Burg (Labor),| jiperation and true independence
Palestinians are all formerrefugee$ormer MK Tamar Gozansky | their resistance to imperialism
who escaped their erstwhile(Hadash) and former Attorney| gnd to various modes of
houses during the 1948 warGeneral Michael Ben Yair.| eypjojtation and oppression of
Arriving in then Jordanian-ruled Palestinian, red and Israeli flags humanity.”
East Jerusalem, they waived theifluttered in the breeze as activisty  The pcH program reiterates
UN refugee cards in exchange foyoung and old carried signs that tneir “decision to be with the
the right to build houses on asaid “Only free people can| yonguranpeopleintheirstruggl

vacantlotin the neighbourhood ofnegotiate,” and “67,” signifying a | for refoundation of the country,
Sheikh Jarrah. return to 1967 borders.
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Three import ant Marxist
authors launch in B.C.

significance regarding South Nazir Rizvi and Krishna Syal
Africa, Nelson Mandela and made important contributions to

In mid-July there was a anWinnie Mandela. It concerns thethe book launch, which was well
important book launch for threestruggles of the African National attended by writers, poets anc
prominent members of the SouthCongress against apartheid, therogressive activists. Nazir

PV Vancouver Bureau

Asian community in Surrey, British liberation of the black population reminded the audience that Canada

Columbia. The booksincludtold and the bold vision of a stronghad practised racism againstblac
The Skyby Harjit DaudharigKali  woman for a revolution in South Americans who fled to Nova
Anehri(*Black Storm”) in Punjabi  Africa. Gill, who haslivedinIndia, Scotia, against the Aboriginal
by Nachhattar Singh Gill, afttije,
an epic passionate poemin Punjalgreated a novel that is the produc€hinese workers who helped build

South Africa and Canada, hageople of Canada, against th¢

by Sufi Amarjit.

Sam Hammond, leader of the
Communist Party in BC, introduced
Hold The SkyThis book of poems
published in Punjabi and Englis
editions is the latest of Harjit
Daudharia’s five books of poetry}
and two of prose. He talked of
Harjit's experience and travels, his
different occupations, sometimeg
an academic and more often
worker, but always a passionats
advocate for socialism and 4d
brighter world for peace and
prosperity, for love and loyalty, for
the right to live free of hunger,
exploitation and war. Sam
expressed the opinion that Harjit's
poems expose not only whatis ol ¢
and outmoded politically, but also
the promise of what is to come
what is worth striving for. Harjit
himself spoke of the development

Kali Anehri (“Black Storm”), by
'‘Nachhattar Singh Gill

this country and the South Asian
people who emigrated here. He
pointed out that Surrey has the
highest number of Punjabi speaker
outside of India; their history in
British Columbia has been one o
exploitation that should make then
natural allies of the first nations
people fighting for justice. Nazir
Rizvi quoted Nelson Mandela and
compared Mandela’s analysis o
colonialism in South Africa to the
First Nations of Canada: “the
plunder of indigenous land,
exploitation of its mineral wealth
and other raw materials,
confinement of its people to
specific areas and restriction of
their movement has, with noble
exceptions, been the
cornerstone of Colonialism
throughout the land.”

The speakers, the authors, an

of his literary consciousness, ofof his world outlook and is sure toall who expressed opinions tha
childhood poverty, of the Indian occupy a special place in Punjabafternoon made eloquentreferenc
caste system, his experience aslaerature. The novel is critical of to the crimes of colonialism and
worker and trade unionist inthe legacy of Ghandi and hispresent day imperialism. These
England and his introduction tocapitulation policy towards the books will be a permanent
Marxism. white South African regime. It contribution to Canadian and

The novelKali Anehri(Black explorestherelationbetweenraciaPunjabi literature by three
Storm), a novel by Nachhattardiscriminationin South Africa, the progressive writers and poets.
Singh Gill, was introduced by Dr. apartheid model that was copied Copies of these works are
Sukhdev Singh from Punjabifrom Canadian policies towardsavailable from Harjit Daudharia,
University Chandigash (India). native people, and the horrors o#407-12075 75A Ave, Surrey, BC,
“Black Storm” has special the caste system in India. Gill hasv3W 1S8, 604-543-717%
connected India, South Africaand
Canada, and incriminates th
colonial/imperialist historical
legacy of slavery, apartheid,
exploitation, invasion and
displacement.

Sufi Amarjit’s Prija was
introduced by Dr. Surindar Dhanjal
from Kamloops, BCPrija is an
epic emotional poemaboutayoung
girlwhoiskilledinan accident, and|
the silent suffering of a father
whose dreams for her have bee
shattered. The father transfers hi
suffering and grief to the
passionate desire that all childre
should be nurtured and looke
after. He transfers his sorrow an
dreamsto all children everywhere
and to the recognition of child pain
and suffering in this world.

fyf oo
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Holdthe Sky, by Harjit Daudharia Sufi Amarjit's epic poem Prija

Communists at Pride 2011 events

| r--....il' 1

Members of the Communist]
Party of Canada and the Youn(
Communist League have bee
taking partinanumberofPrid
events and celebrations th|
summer. Inthis photo, Toronto
area communists were amon
the official contingents in that
city's Pride parade on July 3F
carrying red flags and
distributing copies of a joint i

Backl Defeat Harper sBigots".
The flyer is available in PDF
format at the party's Website

By Wally Brooker

Gaza Island: Greyson’s new video

K Gazalsland, the latestvideo from filmmaker/activist John Grey
was released in mid-June as he and other delegates prepared
voyage of theTahrir, the Canadian peoples’ contribution to t
historic Freedom Flotilla Il. Greyson'’s brilliant short film aims

arrows at well-known BDS-defying musicians who gave concer
Israelin June and July, including Kiri Te Kanaka, Laurie Anders
Bob Dylan, Moby and Paul Simon. Gaza Island features w
parodies of songs by these artists, an inspiring montage of

known pro-boycott musicians, and a message from African-Ame
author Alice Walker, who's also participating in Freedom Flotill

aboard the U.S. vessthe Audacity of HopaVhile none of the
parodied musicians are ready to respect the call to boycott the |
apartheid state, the indomitable spirit of the Tahrir shines thrg
Gaza Island. Watch it at http://vimeo.com/greyzone.

h

S

“G20 Redux” calls for public inquiry

Young Toronto musicians Lynn Harrison, Allie Hughes, D3

Civil Liberties Association, the Ontario Federation of Labour,
Canadian Federation of Students, and the Council of Canadig
Queen’s Parkon June 25 forthe “G20 Redux” Fundamental Free
Festival. The event marked the first anniversary of the police

arrests in Canadian peacetime history. About a thousand ps
gathered to reinforce the call for an independent public inquiry
the events that surrounded the clampdown. Most of these y
0 artists have websites or they can be found on YouTube. Check
out and support them if you can. Don’t miss Lynn Harriso
e unforgettable G20 songs “Protester” and “What Does Free
Mean?”

Love Music Hate Racism

As U.K. workers face unprecedented attacks on their hard-
rights, they’re stepping up the fight against the divisive poiso
racism. Love Music Hate Racism (LMHR) was founded in 2002 \j
the support of some ofthe country’s largest trade unions. Since
it has staged hundreds of events, featuring both well-known an
and-coming bands, to counter the influence of neo-nazi groups
the British National Party and the English Defence League. T
racists hope to attract U.K. youth by appealing to fans of rock, m

In June alone there have been concerts in Reading, North Lo
and Brixton, as well as a protestagainst “Slimelight,” an appropria
named venue in North London that books bands with clear fa|
ties. LMHR’s July 1st Ramsgate Unity Festival drew thousand
hear a diverse mix of bands that characterize the vital cultural §
of the contemporary U.K. For more
www.lovemusichateracism.com

Punks vs Apartheid vs Jello Biafra

A scheduled July 2 concert in Tel Aviv by hardcore punk icon
spoken word artist Jello Biafra was the catalyst that led to

group aligned with the cultural boycott of Israel. PAA’s call for Jg
to cancel his show succeeded, as the artist acknowledged
interesting though somewhat sour statement on June 29. Vow
carry on until Palestineis liberated, PAAreleased aresponse o
5. Jello Biafra, former lead singer of the Dead Kennedys, i
anarchist-oriented social justice activist. In his statement he ar
that his Tel Aviv gig would have given him a chance to “speak t
to power.” But he did cancel. This is areal victory that will broa
the BDS campaign. Read Jello’s statement and PAA’s rejoin
here: www.alternativetentacles.com,; http
punksagainstapartheid,com.

Mike Waterson: 1941-201 1

The explosion of English pop music in the early sixties obscur
simultaneous flowering of UK folk music. A key figure of that reviv
an artist with a passionate belief in folk song as a voice for
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working class, was Mike Waterson, who died on June 22 after

find excerpts from “Travelling for a Living,” a fine 1965 BB
documentary on The Watersons.

www.communist-party ca.

long

illness. Together with sisters Norma and Lal, and cousin John
Harrison, he formed The Watersons, arguably the outstanding UK
folk group of their time. The Yorkshire vocal group sang like no pne
else, with rich, distinctive voices and powerful harmonies. Mjke
Waterson not only passed on ancient songs like “John Barleyqorn”
to the next generation, but he also contributed a few standargds of
his own, like “Stitch in Time,” a mirthful song that celebrates the
revenge of a battered wife who sews her drunken husband info his
bed while he’s sleeping. Look foriton YouTube, where you can glso
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CAPTIVE NATIONS....

the “too big to fail” banks did attheto Nazi occupation, stand g -
height of the crisis. It meansresolutely againstthe EU poIiticaI
preemptive program of budget cutsthreatening default if nationaland economic “occupiers,” Nagasaki Remembered,
layoffs, flexible work rules and other sovereignty is not respected. rallying the masses to fightjantern ceremony, Tue., Aug.
austerity measures that will only Resistance means rejecting theollaboration. 9, 7:30 pm, at Craigflower Park/
hasten the EU wolves to Spain’sundemocratic nature oftheEUand In Portugal and Spain, massKosapsom (Admirals Road and
door. its institutions. If this means movements of workers and youthGorge Road West, Saanich).

Even Italy, one of the old-guardleaving the euro-zone and thehavetakentothestreetsindefiancgponsored by Raging
members of the EU, may prove to bémperious rule of the ECB, thenof the bankruptcy of social Grannies, Physicians for Global
acandidate for captive-nation statuscaptive nations should well democracy and the pain of EU-Survival, Victoria Nikkei Cultural
On May 20, Standard and Poor'sntertain this option. imposed austerity bringing Society, Victoria Peace
loweredthe Italian publicdebt-$1.9 Resistance means formulatingoblessness and  poverty.Coalition, Council of Canadians-
trillion - to negative status. a new vision of a democratic,Hopefully, class-based organ Victoria.

Facing captive nation or neo-peoples’ Europe free from theizations and Communists will
colonial status imposed by theirdomination of capital and elite rule.continue to struggle to provide aSIi{(=\Y=]16:
northern neighbours and the EUOf course this is a vision thatvisionary focus to their anger. People’s Voice Walk-A-Thon
administration, the southernprojects socialism as the ultimate Those of us who stand ing Aug. 21 (note da'te
European countries have no optioigoal of rational, humane socialsolidarity with the emerging ' :
but to resist. Social democratic andelationships. European resistance should hee
conservative parties offer no road In Greece, this project is bornetheir experience. The wolves of
but collaboration. Like their Nazi- by the peoples’ movement offinancial predation are atour doors
era predecessors, these Vichy-likAME and the militants of the too. The debt scam - the principa
leaders attempt to appease thefBreek CommunistParty. They, likeweapon of ruling class warfare
masters while quelling the rising oftheir counterparts in the resistancéoday - threatens all of ue.

continued from page 7

hange), meet 11 am at Bear
reek Park (140 St. parking lot

at88Ave.),walk 12 noon, lunch
nd program 1 pm. Forinfo, call
04-254-9836.

COPE Garden Party, 2-8:30
pm, Sunday, Aug. 7, atDonalda

What's Left

Toronto, ON

Salsainthe City Square, 16th
Annual Toronto-Cuba Friendship
Day, Sat., August 27, 1-8 pm,
“CUBA - FRIEND TO THE
WORLD”. Free admission,
Nathan Phillips Square (City
Hall). Cuban Dance Bands, Yani
Borrelly Los Clave Kings, more
entertainment to be confirmed.
BeerGarden, Cuban Food, Free
Salsalessons, Display and Info
tables. AllWelcome, organized
by Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto,
www.ccfatoronto.ca, 416-410-
8254 0r905-951-8499 (Sharon).

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT", 3941 St-
Denis Street.

the people. Trapped in the neo
People'svoice deadlines

liberal bubble and with no

alternative vision, they enable the
September 1-15issue: Thursday, Aug. 18
September 16-30 issue: Thursday, Sept. 8

developed European powers t(
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,

achieve the domination that thg
fascists of the last century soughj

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

& Steve’s, $40 (includes dinner)
or $20 without, call 604-255-
0400 forinfo.

Winnipeg, MB

LanternsforPeace, Hiroshima
Day ceremony for abolition of
nuclear weapons, Sat., Aug. 6,
7:30 pm, Memorial Park. Info:
ProjectPeacemakers, 775-7178.

Support the 2011
PV Fund Drive for
$50,000.

through military means.
Resistance, however, mean
refusing terms and conditions
imposed by great powers. It meang
ignoring the debt - placing it aside,
isolated from national accounts, a

Elmer Pontius, Sept. 28, 1927 - June 21, 201 1
Elmer Pontius was born in 1927 inthese divisions. Jobs could be bought, When Mine Mill was raided by the WalterTySh kO, 1928'201 1

Carlyle, Saskatchewan and passedith new hires displacing those fired Steelworkers in the frightful days of
away quietly in his sleep June 21 into make room. Injured workers werethe McCarthyite attacks on working
Trail, British Columbia. During those routinely discharged, and there waslass unity, Elmer fought alongside
83 years Elmer passed through theiscrimination against non-WASP progressive workers to defend hi
epic challenges of a generation thatvorkers and favouritism for companyunion against the right wing
grew up with the struggles thatstooges. Thisalso permeated the sociapportunists and class collaborator:
produced the acute political and clas$fe of Trail and even the demographicsof the time. Mine Mill won many
consciousness of anti-fascism,of housing and sanitation. The issueskirmishes, but when it finally For eight years, Walter worked in mining and logging in B.C. He was a Shop
internationalism and industrial on the table were as much outside theuccumbed to the onslaught, ElmerSteward in the Ur;ion of Mine. Mill and Smelter Workers a.nd. at one time. a
unionism. plant as inside, and Mine Mill was aand his compatriots became aCtiViStSr‘nember of the International Woodworkers‘ of America Fro’m 1956-198’8
The town of Carlyle had about 400union historically suited to the in the Steelworkers Union andWaIterwasanoilerandpowerengineerwiththeCanadian.NationaI Railway At
inhabitants, a community in southernchallenge. Collective bargaining andcontinued to represent their brother§hat time he belonged to the Canadian Brotherhood of Railroad Transport.and
Saskatchewan that depended opolitical campaigning were alwaystwoand sisters. Some battles are won an eneral Workers’ Union '
farming and railroads. It must havesides of the coin. The long list of some lost, but the class struggle He was an avid reader. constantly renewing and expanding his knowledge of
been a sparse place for EImer and higrominent trade unionists and sociakontinues; a trade unionist needs %olitical economy philoséphy and other aspects of Marxism. He was a lifetime
eight brothers and sisters, growing ugctivists in Trail is well documentedin union and a union is what Workersmember of the Féderation of Russian Canadians and an aétive member of the
in years of drought and depressionthe book by Al King and Kate Braid, make it. Canada-USSR Friendship Association
Elmer and a brother went west andRed Bait! Struggles of a Mine Mill  Elmer was a man completely HisearlypoliticalIifewasintheYouné CommunistLeague, and his thoughts
settled in Trail. EImer was 21 when helLocal. (Contact People’s Voice if you integrated with the social, cultural were always with young people. He enjoyed all performan;:e arts and spoke
became an industrial worker in theneed a copy.) and political world around him. He nalish. Russian. Ukrainian Swédish French and “some German and ltalian.”
Canadian Mining and Smelter Elmer was typical and special allwas an ardentskier, loved curling, anc1E gish, : ' ' ) "
Company, now known as Cominco.hislife, exactly because he never ceasagblfed constantly. He was a devoted Walterwas astrong and generous supporter of the Canada-USSR Friendship

He worked there for the next 37 yearsto be an ardent trade unionist and éisherman and also made very goodA‘SSOCIatlon’ and theeople’s Voicand earlier Communist newspapars.

and retired at the age of 58 in 1985. social activist. He was in tune with thewine. He was full of life and warmth .
Elmer joined the Communist Party Communists and militants around him,right to the end. ‘ d t t d
and became one of the circle of tradespecially because whentheirnumbers Elmerwas married to EmmaDenson an a I a'n O r u re e
union advocates who worked diligentlydiminished he never slowed down.who survives him and at the age of 96
to establish Local 480 of the Mine Mill There was always an issue. Pensionsgsides at the Castle View Seniors continued from page 6
and Smelter Workers Union. Thehousing, environment, world peace otHome in Castlegar, near Trail. Theirgate the Harper government ha

company used every typical weaporsaving a hospital were on his agendéarge family includes 14 grandchildren,tzjjed to make any public statement matter that needs to be buried rather
to divide workers, and to profit from right to the end. 30 great- grandchildren and 5 greaty the matter. than raised. The case of Naser Al Raas

great-grandchildren. The question of commercialbegs the question: have western
A Tribute to:

In a 1999 publication of the jnterests may be a telling factor.governments become so lawless and
Communist Party of Canada, EImercanadaisinthe processindlising wanton in their geopolitical

wrote his ownlegacy ina“Messagetoy pilateral trade agreement with thecalculations that even the basic human
She emained twe to the

Youth”: “Be honest and not an Bahraini regime. According to the rights of their own citizens are now
iIdeals of socialism

opportunist who sells the workerscanadian Foreign Affairs and worthless?
Sept. 1935 - March 2010

out. Work closely with other people International Trade website, Bahrain  Speaking to Global Research, the
and organizations. Make criticismand‘offers significant investment distraught fiancée of Naser Al Raas
From her only beloved friend, daughter
and grand-daughter

Send your
contribution today!

Walter Tyshko was an example why the Communist Party is a working class
party with the goal of socialism. His life was one of work, struggle and learning,
and it was not always easy. Walter joined the Communist Party in 1945, age 17.
*He remembered marching in May Day parades in the 1930s when he was eight
or nine, with the “old timers” ages 20 to 30. He carried the Party banner in
%Ninnipeg’s May Day parades until the 1990s and was a member of the Jacob

Penner-Norman Bethune Club when he passed away on July 18.

commercial trade interests and
imperialist intrigues in the Gulf, the
fate of one of its citizens appears to be

self-criticism a “must’ in the Party, asopportunities for Canadian investors insaid: “This man has done nothing wrong.
this will bring out the good and the bada variety of sectors, including educationHe is innocent and he is being tortured.
and make a better Party. Encourag@frastructure and healthcare.” Naser should be released immediately
more reading about past struggles of Currently, the two countries are and allowed to returnto Canadafor vital
the working people in the unions, andsigning off a Foreign Investment andmedigal treatment.“She added: “Weare
the role the Party played in them. Takd>rotection Agreement (FIPA) after begging the Canqdlan government to
part in them.” three years of negotiations. please do something... please help us.

The love of life, family, courage, Another factor is Ottawa’s F_o_rGO(_j’ssa_ke,thlsmnocentCanad@n
union, class and Party. Goodbyeincreasingly militarist foreign pglicy citizen is being tortured by a barbaric
Comrade from all of us. and suplne.dclaference to Washmgtorr.eglme and Mr Harper has not even
- Sam Hammond. on behalf of th NATO's crlml_nal warmongering in both_er_ed to lift t_he phon_e.”
Communist Party of,Canada Centraﬁ"bya has relied on cruual support Finian Cunningham is a Global_
Executive. and the British Columbiafromthe monarchical dictatorships ofResearch Correspondent based in

A . the Persian Gulf, including Bahrain. Belfast. He was expelled from Bahrain

Provincial Committee® In the grand scheme of Canada’©n 18 June 2011®

(We apologize for the misspelling when this ad was
originally printed in our June 16-30 issue)
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Israel and Greece block Freedo

Thefinal chapterinthis stage ofboarded the boat. All
the struggle came on July 19, aftecommunications with the ship were

“Freedom Flotilla 2", the latest the French shipignity-AlKarama jammed, and it was forced to sail td
international attempt to break themanaged to depart from GreekAshdod Port in Israel.
Israeli siege of Gaza, was halted invaters only to be kidnapped while  Dignity-Al Karamahad left the
July through the efforts of Israel,in international waters, some 65Greekisland of Kastellorizo on July§*
Greece and the major imperialiskilometres from the Gaza coast. 16, heading south. Those aboar®&"
powerswhich now dictate policies  Elite troops from Israel’s hadtold Greek authoritiesthatthey |
to the Greek government. But theShayetet 13 naval commando unitvere heading for Alexandria, A
Flotilla organizers pledge tointercepted the Dignity-Al Egypt, so that they would not be'j
continue their efforts, which haveKarama,asking the occupants toprevented from leaving. '
won support around the world. state its final destination and Canada'§abhrir (“Liberation”

Mostofthe vesselsinthe Flotilladisclose if there were any weapon#n Arabic) was raided July 4 by the_j
were blocked, as authorities used an board. The activists on board Greek coast guard four nautica
series of bureaucratic obstacles tfrom France, Canada, Greecemiles out of the port of Agios
deny the right to sail from GreekSweden and Tunisia - replied thalNikolaos, Crete, while it was J
ports. Some vessels were physicallfhere were no weapons, and thamnaking a surprise run for open sea.
sabotaged in operations whichthey were heading to the port ofTahrirwas carrying $300,000worthwhich monitors the situation atvessel was pulled by Palestinian

m Flotilla

PV Vancouver Bureau

uly 2 solidarity rally at the Greek consulate in Toronto.

mostobservers attribute to the Israelzaza. When they refused to changef medical supplies, and dozens ozaza seashore.

Mossad and military forces. course, lIsraeli command

Report from Kevin Neish

Excerpts from a blog by Victoria’s Kevin Neish, who
on board theMavi Marmara when Israeli commandos

Neish was also a participant in Freedom Flotilla 2, an
he intends to join the next solidarity flotilla to Gaza.

JULY 1-Itseemsthatthe Greek Governmenthad nointentions @
letting us leave for Gaza from here. We have been politely follo
the rules and it appears to have all been a charade.

attacked and sabotaged by Israeli forces, but they will not allo

sitting ducks.

As of July 1, Greek Coast Guard and police have cordoned @

authorities, but everything is calm at present.
We held a noisy march through the tourist strip and port of

port before the Israelis attack our ship next.

Earlier flotilla ships in 2007-08 got rammed by the Israeli navy,
then others were boarded by commandos with beatings
kidnappings of harmless peace activists. Last year, they attack
flotilla. They beat, tasered, gassed, and shot 63 peace ac
murdering nine and outright executing five unarmed, helpless, wol
civilian aid workers on the deck of the Mavi Marmara.

Now the Israeli government is reduced to sabotaging our ciy
aid ships while we are in foreign ports. Skulking around in the dark

pathetic. If they put this much energy and funds into honestly t

have been solved years ago. But of course peace is not thei
lllegally seizing land and resources is the goal, and with
announcement of Israelis grabbing the Jordan Valley, the possih
of peace are rather dimmeae@...

killed nine Turkish activists on that vessel in May 2010.

I'd say there is no independent Greek government foreign ppp
at this time. The US boat realized this as well and tried to make|a riiy
for it and was blocked by a Greek coast guard ship. So the Gre; 19
governmentis unable or unwilling to protect our flotilla ships are bein

protect ourselves by letting us leave Greece. We are quite lite
Tahrir at the dock but | don’t believe they have boarded or seized t

ship. There are armed guards at the Port Authority offices wherg m st
of the CBG delegates are waiting for a decision from the Gre

Nikolaos Crete blocking traffic, shouting our demand to releasg t
Tahrir. The Canadian Boatto Gazaleaders, asthe owners of the Ta
are demanding thatthe Greek government allow us to leave for @ st

high tech diving gear and underwater cutting equipment ... [ho

to find peace with the Palestinians, their Middle East problems wou

fishing boats to the Gaza port.
ossocialjustice activistsfrom Canada A PCHR observerreportedthat As PCHR notes, Israeli attacks
and other countries. Days later, irthe boat sailed at 7:45 am, withagainst Palestinian fishing boats
view of their immobilization by international activists Joe Catronconstitute a violation of
Greek authorities, th&@ahrir andAlexandra Robinsononboardinternational law and may be
participants suspended theirAround9:30am, two nautical milesconsidered war crimes. Tkiva
current attempt to reach Gaza byff the Gaza coast, two Israeliwas attacked twice earlierin Julyin
as sea from Greek ports. gunboats approached andsraeli attempts to prevent
Before its capturddignityhad attacked theOliva using water international observers from
sent this message to the worldhoses. One of the gunboats hit thenonitoring the human rights
“This small boat is a symbol of Oliva, causing damages. Thesituation at the Gaza seashae.
determination of the International
vaplidarity Movement to end the P p——
ege imposed on Gaza and to y
xpress solidarity with 1.6 million
ifalestinians imprisoned there
ce 2007. Thereality thatthe ship
ignity has been still in high seas

fe
in

considered a setback for the

us aeligovernment, which forcibly

raﬂy&s to exert pressure in order to
gitimize the siege and silence the
g/il society movements around

ff t ;

world.

espondingto this Israeli action,

(%pe Palestinian Centre for Human
ights (PCHR) said, “PCHR highly
gio ppreciates the courageous attempt
ne by the Freedom Flotilla 2 and
s represented in the French Ship,
ch insisted on breaking the
conspiracy of silence andillegaland
an- humane siegeimposed onthe Gaza
a gip’s civilians. The Palestinian
ed ple are proud of the international
ividglvists’ determinationto break this
md&ghsplracy, reminding thatthe siege
as still been imposed. Those

MConstable OF 2011 union-an.com

Greece Declares

Moral Bankruptcy !

S
ili aﬁctivists are consjdered 'ghe synjb_c
witind core of the international civil
ciety, which demands the

yir plication of the law againstwhatig
o actised against the Palestinial
rg({;&qple of jungle law and illegal

helege”

ilitiesONe day later, on July 20, the
Fsraeli Navy attacked Palestinian
fishing boats and th@liva, a boat

Communist Party
condemns siege of Gaza

Excerpts from a statement issued by the Central
Executive Committee of the Communist Party of
Canada, as rallies were held across the country to
condemn the attacks on Freedom Flotilla 2.
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The Communist Party of Canada joins with many other Cana

Every issue of PEeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

U $30 for 1 year

And we do more than that—-we Name

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

people’s

Voic

U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

organizations and individuals in condemning the collusion of
Greek government with the attempts by the state of Israel to sab
and block the departure of Freedom Flotilla 2 to Gaza. We
demand that the government of Canadareverse its position, an
full support to Canadian citizens who are taking part in this hist
struggle to break Israel’s illegal siege of Gaza...

The efforts to stop Freedom Flotilla 2 from sailing have inclu
diplomatic pressure and manipulation, economic blackmail,
bureaucratic obstacles, baseless and slanderous allegations against
the flotilla and the delegates, and sabotage of at least two vessels.

TheTabhrir is a powerful symbol of the desire by people from|all
parts of Canada to express solidarity with the people of Gaza|who
have suffered terrible deprivation and many deaths due to the Israeli
blockade and military attacks such as the Cast Lead operation in
2008-2009. Shamefully, the Harper government has been a voci
supporter of these deadly acts by the state of Israel. The Harper
government’s policies and statements seek to turn Canadiang who
support the human rights of the Palestinian people into “criminals”
and “terrorists”, despite ample proof that such accusations are
utterly false. The truth is that by giving 100% support to Isragel’s

otage
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U $50 for 2 years

report and analyze event s from a
Address

illegal occupation of Palestinian territories, and by such actions as

revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice

cutting off aid to Palestine, it is the government of Canada which is
committing serious crimes against humanity.
The Communist Party of Canada will continue to give our full

Postal Code

and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue!

Send

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

support to the heroic activists in the Freedom Flotilla, including the
Canadians on board tA@hrir. We will continue to encourage
our members and friends to help build the movement break the
blockade of Gaza.

to: People’s Voice,




