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WikiLeaks on Ukraine

8 Heading for collapse?

The western corporate media and Marxists have long warned that

the HarpefTories paint the coup in GIObaI ClaSS Struggle the civilization built on industrial
Ukraine as a win for people power Our regular round-up of reports capitalism is not sustainabl€he
But revelations fronWikiLeaks from the front lines of the labour growing trend towards global
show how this "colour revolution” movement, including Morocco, climate change strengthens the
was orchestrated by N®. India, Sri Lanka, India, and more. argument for socialism.
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Halt changes to Alberta public service pensions

In our previous issue, we has taken place before majoproposed reforms significantly contributions proposed by thestakeholders in Alberta’s public
reported the attack against changes to the plans arancreasethe likelihoodofthe plans'igovernment can in fact harm thesector pension plans. They are

public sector pensions by introduced. sustainability.” plans’ sustainability front-line workers in Alberta’s
Alberta’s Conservative Unions have consistently Among the points made by the The Auditor General's report hospitals, schools, cities and
government. This news recommended changes toAuditor General's report: provides clear evidence thetowns.

release from the United governance of the plans that The Government of Alberta hasgovernment’s rushed process to Most of the 30,000 Registered
Nurses of Alberta sheds new Would improve stakeholdernot properly engaged planmajorpensionplanchangesneedsurses, Registered Psychiatric
light on this struggle. involvement in plan design stakeholders - the employees antb be halted until appropriateNurses and allied health workers

changes to manage risks, asmployers who pay for the plans consultation with stakeholders andepresented by United Nurses of
A February 2014 report of therecommended by the Auditor- The government has not fullyrigorous analysis of the impacts ofAlberta are members of the Local
Auditor General reinforces andGeneral’s report, and that theseonsidered effects of the changethe government’s proposals hasuthorities Pension Plan.
supports the argument of publicchanges have not beeritis pushing through been completed, a process that Visit the website
sector unions that changes to publifmplemented by the government The government has not plannedannot happen in a few weeks. TruthAboutAlbertaPensions.ca
employee pension plans are The Coalition notes specifically how any changes would actually About300,000 Albertans, aboutto contact your MLA about the
premature and have not beerhatthe Auditor General concludedbe implemented a third of them retirees, and theimproposed changes to the Local

properly analyzed. that it is “unclear whether the- The “hard cap” on pensionfamily members are directAuthorities Pension Plam.
The approach taken by the PC

Government has lacked . . .
consultation and testing of O t C t -I: | t
outcomes as recommended by the n arlO OmmUHIS S prep are Or e eC |On
Office of the Auditor-General in
its report. The government ha V Ontario Bureau recentby-elections, forcing Hudakminimum livable wage), introduce ~ “This election is about bread
clearly failed to make the case tha to drop it from his election a livable Guaranteed Annualand butter, jobs, and democracy -
its proposed changes are needed. Ontario Communists are gettingplatform, “but he hasn’t dropped it Income, and to expand the Canadall the important things that none
United Nurses of Alberta andready for a spring election, asoff the agenda where it’s still topPension Plan by substantiallyof the Big Business parties and
the Labour Coalition on Pensionsprovincial Conservatives try to of the list’, said Rowley. increasing benefits while droppingwannabes can or will deliver”, said
continuesto urge Finance Ministesmear the Liberal minority “The Tories are the greatestthe (voluntary) pension age to 60Rowley. “Curbing corporate greed
Doug Horner to consider thegovernment with charges ofthreat to working people in this The party calls forastrongwell-and meeting people’s needs
recommendations by the Auditorcriminal corruption. election, but the Liberals are nofunded, and universal Canadaequiresworking class partieswith
General and ensure that proper “|t's a classic case of the potsolution,” Rowley added. “The Pension Plan, to provide livablebig ideas, and big movements to
consultation and outcomes testingalling the kettle black”, said CPC Liberals want an across the boardiefined benefit pensions to allpushthose bigideas forward. This
Ontario leader Liz Rowley, public sectorwage freeze and sod@anadians, not a patchwork ofelection, send a message: vote
describingthe last Tory governmenthe Tories. Eventhe NDP supportplans that fluctuate with the Communist for people needs, not
in Ontario as one of the most corrupa wage freeze though they don’tmarkets. corporate greedé
and reactionary ever. support legislation - or atleast the
“The Liberals’ biggest crime is didn’'t a year ago. Only the
carrying through the Tory agendaCommunist Party is opposed t
after decisively defeating it at thethese attacks on labour rights, wag
polls 10 years ago” she said, “and iind living standards, and only th
that's not criminal and corrupt CommunistParty is fighting to raise
enough, look atthe whatthe Toriesvages, pensions, incomes ar
are planning to doto working peopldiving standards, create good job
if they're elected again this year!” inindustry, manufacturing, forestry
“You can kiss labour and andconstruction, and expand publ
democratic rights goodbye” sheservicesand social programs, publ
added, referring to Tory leaderownershipanddemocratic control.
Tim Hudak’s planto eliminate the ~ Among other demands, the CP!
Rand Formula and introduce right(Ontario) will campaign to
HSAA members onthe streets  to work for less laws in Ontario. substantially increase thell It was 1945 the war
to defend pensions That cost them votes and seats iminimum wage to $19 (the | was owver and Windsor

Ford workers struck for
PV Fund Drive nears 40% mark

It'sbeen agood twoweeks sincgpublications in our category have$300 or more. Thank you so muc
our previous report on the 2014gone up, adding to our expensefor this amazing solidarity!
PV Fund Drive, with another byalargeramountthaninprevious Three fundraising EVeNtS are | ot ttrtesessrassearessrassesranin
$6701 raised towards our goal ofyears. For this calendar year, P\éoming up for British Columbia §  2p14: Rand is under attack by “right 1o work” laws.
$50,000. This takes us to $19,291subscription rates will stay thereaders. The Vancouver Eas
or 38.6 percent of our target, fivesame, but we must achieve ouClub’s Pasta Dinner willtake place
weeks into the campaign. $50,000 target to keep publishingon Sunday, April 27, as part of the¢

Ontariois holdingitslead, with  More supporters have joinedregular Left Film Night at 706 |
$12,306 turned in, already at 57%our “$300 Club” project, made Clark Drive. The Dinner is at 6| MAY DAY 201 4
of their $21,600 target. We havepossible by a generous supportegpm, including vegetarian or non

received another $5500 fromwho will contribute afurther $100, vegetarian pasta options, salad ar#j
British Columbiareaders (just overfor each donation of at least $30@arlic bread, just $15. Call 604-

27% of their target), followed by received by March 31 (with time 255-2041 for details of the film atll GREETING ADS

plant with their cars, The

arbiirator, Justice Ivan Hand

found for the AW and rulad that all

workers pay dues, union mambers or not, since all
benefitted. The Rand formula became the standard.

-------------------\

$670 from Alberta, $470 from for cheques to arrive in the mail).7 pm. |

Manitoba, $240 from Sask-This project is not part of our The annual Pancake Breakfa: To mark May Day 2014, People's Voice will print
atchewan, $35 from Quebec, angbrovincial quotas, but does help taorganized by the Burnaby Club isl greetings from a wide range of labour and people's
$90 from Atlantic Canada. update our creaking old computersback at 5435 Kincaid St. in organizations in our May 1-15 issue, which will be

| distributed at events across Canada. The deadline for

Starting with the current issue,At first count, it seems we haveBurnaby, on Mother’'s Day, camera-ready ads will be April 18; if PV, i preparing the
= 9

the Canada Post mailing rates foreceived nearly thirty donations ofSunday, May 11, starting 10 aml

e e o e . . o . s . = e o " m— ma— ) layout, the deadline is April 16. Please check with us
F | Last call for papca_kes IS at 12' about the format if your ad is being sent electronically.
noon, and the price is an amazin

: Here's my contr. ibution : $12 (or $8 for kids under12)._CaII: Ad rates (based on 5 column page):
I 0 , I 604-294-6775 for more details! I [ o o o oy
I tO the PV Fund Drlveo I Mark your calendars for the One column-iNCh........cccceeeiiiiiiiiiiie s $15

\-------------_

22nd annual People’s voicel | One column x 2 inches $25 |
: Enclosed please find my donation of $___| 3 naanduet %atgrf)ayét'\"ﬁ]“ : One column x 3 inches. ... $35 :
j to the 2013 Peopletice Press Fund Drivey Russian Hall, 600 Campbell Avey | mg gg:ﬂmg §§ :Qgﬂgg ---------------------------- igg I
i \ancouver. Call 604-254-9836 iNChes.........cooniinenn.
| | - ! | | Two columns X4 iNCheS .....ovvvveveeiiieennen, $75 |
Name for tickets and other details. Two columns X 5 inches $90
| | In Toronto, partofthe proceedd | Three columns x 4 inché; """""""""""" $ 110 |
| Address J—from the annual United May Dayl | 15 columns x 7 inches. s130 |
. eventwill go to the PV Drive. Join ST
| oroc - posal cod e rnteiat
rov. ostal Code : J c
| _— }— 25 Cecil Street. Admission isfree,l Send greetings to People's Voice at:
I sendyour contributionto: I with speakers, live music, poetryl 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1
| People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥incouverBC, V5L3J1 | ?er;rqes ﬁrﬁgﬁtes : D%rrﬁ mﬁ:si anol\ E-mail: pvoice@telus.net
L--------------------‘ ) ) L a B B B B B & B B §B B B B §B §B §B §B §B |




3 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e APRIL 16-30, 2014

Environment al crisis and climate change

Environmental problems are long-term record which shows howthe resources to attend the COP
increasingly urgent crises thatarg The Young Communist League of Canada will sensitive the earth’s climate is tomeetings and tried to engage with
shaping our struggles while hold its Central Convention in Toronto from CO2 levels. As temperatures risethe process (civil society groups

unpredictable feedback loopsand NGOs have a 1 minute
could beginsuchaswhatscientistspeaking time allocated to

operating on a global level.

Amajor dangeris the escalatin May 23 to 25. This article is an excerpt from

problem of global pollution, which | ~ the Political Resolution for the convention, call the “Arctic Methane bomb” participate at certain points) have
is driven forward by the very online at rebelyouthblogspot.com. whenice sheets meltreleasing thdiound themselves not only
wastefulness that the unplanne powerful GHG in huge quantities. excluded but sometimes banned
capitalist system encourages. ) ) The crisis we described fourfor several COP conferences for
Mines, industrial estates,by far have the worst crises. ~ with 1983 to 2013 likely the years ago as “one of the foremostheir remarks. At COP-19 in

agriculture, smelters and ore Scientists are also warning ofwarmest 30 year period for thepressing environmental problems’Warsaw last December, 800
processing, pesticide manufacturéhe steady erosion of species andorthern hemisphere in the lashas thus gotten much worse. members of environmental groups
and storage are all point sources dfiodiversity caused by habitat1,400 years. _ Bydrastic, the IPCC is floating walked outin protest as the meeting
mercury, lead, arsenic,chromium destruction, invasive species,over- News headlines are replete withproposals such as keeping tworefused to set a target schedule,
and radio-nuclides as well as sulfuexploitation, genetic pollution and climate change-related events likghirds of known fossil fuel and adopted “nationally
and nitrogen oxides, carbonclimate change. We are talkingsuper Typhoon Haiyanlastwinter resources in the ground. Corporateletermined contributions”, instead
monoxide, and particulates. Thehere about the results of millionsor that Australia has experiencececonomists ~ figure  suchof “commitments” to reduce
March 2011 Fukushima Daiichi of years of evolution being wipedsuch extreme heat that it had tgovernmentimplemented climateGHGs.
nuclear disaster is one tragioout in an irreversible catastropheadd a new colour, purple, to itSchange reforms could trigger The promises of reduced
example which lead to 500that has significant impact ontemperature map last January. I@nother economic crisis as the nowemissions or “mitigation” by the
disaster-related deaths, andumans. fact, last autumn a UN scientificinflated value of such stranded oilrich  countries have not
released a large amount of Ifyouthand progressive forcesbody, the International Panel ongas and coal resources wouldnaterialized while so-called
radioactive material into the hadneeded further proofaboutth€limate  Change (IPCC), collapse. This “carbon bubble” is“climate aid” funds have either
Pacific.Some of this radioactiverelationship between social-announced they now hadpoth a pretext for fear mongeringnever come or have now dried up.
material is now in the massiveeconomic crises and the“unequivocal” evidence linking and foot-dragging, and an These “adaptation” plans, trying
oceanic trash vortexes - gyres ofnvironment, the world food price climate change to *human activity” objective contradiction the to deal with the problems created
floating garbage, toxic sludge andcrisis of 2007-2008 clearly showedand that the world faced a catacapitalists resolve the climateby climate change like rising water
tiny plastic debris, with two in the their interconnection. The Unitedstrophe in two or three decades ithange crisis, whichis reflected inlevels, were supposed to be funded
Pacific, two in the Atlantic and Nations (UN) is still warning of a there are not drastic cuts inthe complete failure of negotiatedby the large imperialist countries
one in the Indian Ocean - arenew era of rising prices andGreenHouse Gas (GHG)agreements so far. for basically the rest of the world -
poisoning marine life and the foodspreading hunger, with world grainemissions. . Last year marked the 25thloosely organized into the 133-
chain. All these pollutants arereserves at their lowest currently Around the same time, th?_anniversary of a groundbreakingcountry “Group of 77" including
sources for major health problemssince the 1970s and continuedaunaloaObservatoryinHawaii1988 international policy Brazil, Indonesia, and Indiaas well
like cancer and death, especiallglanger of low harvests andannounced atmospheric levels ofonference on “the changingas the Least Developed Countries
in children. Industrial and urbandrought. Food prices as well aghe main GHG, Carbon Dioxide atmosphere” in Toronto, which group (ie. Haiti, Afghanistan, Mali,
discharge, runoff and spills and aiideforestation, desertification, lossor CO2, are now at 400 parts pestated that “Humanity is Laos, etc.), the African Group, the
pollutants affects the health ofof biodiversity, food production, million up fromlessthan350 ppmconducting an unintended,Alliance of Small Island States
hundreds of millions of and environmental racism wergjust fifty years ago and uncontrolled, globally pervasive (ie. the low lying islands in
people,equivalent to a globalamong a host of environmentalapproaching the danger zone oéxperiment whose ultimateMicronesia, Fiji, Singapore,
disease epidemic. Water pollutiorproblems our 26th Central425-450 ppm and a potentiallyconsequences could be secon8eychelles, Cuba, etc) and China.
alone causes an estimated 14,0000nvention identified, linking to deadly increase of globalonlytoaglobal nuclearwar.” ThatChina’s own GHG emissions have
deaths a day, which is equivalenthe juggernaut of climate change.Ifemperature by more than Zconference recommended a dropeen over 20% since 2005, when
to the city of Peterborough dyingfact, each of the last three decadeSelsius. CO2 levels were last thisof 2096 below 1988 levels of GHGsit surpassed the US as first in the
each week. The poorest countriefas been successively warmerigh about3-5millionyears ago, aby 2005. However, four years laterworld, although both on an historic
the UN Rio conference would putand per capita basis China at 6.2
¥ A r" into motion the “Conference of metric tonnes per capita and 30
' the Parties”or COP processleadingears of industrial growth is far
to the Kyoto Protocol, which set abehind the contributions of Canada

' ' b ; LU much lower objective: only 6% (19.8), the US (17.6) and Japan
| i F below 1990 levels by 2012 and(9.2) which have all been major
N i 5 1 commodified GHGs, introducing industrial polluters for almost one

L ; : : g the mechanism of carbon tradinghundred years. China is also the

: A . 5 Yet even these levels have nofourth largest producer of wind
Settlng the stage for Cha “ge been met and carbon trading hapowerglobz_illyandt_heflrstlargest
- et now been proven as totallymaker of wind turbines and solar
ineffective. The 2009 fifteenth panels.

Conference of the Parties or COP- From our perspective, the way

15 in Copenhagen forecast thaforward has to recognize that

Kyoto was not being achieved,capitalism created this crisis and
proposed yet again lower targetsthat a clear and deep change in

and sharply brought forwardparadigm is necessary - not

guestions like can developingrhetorical but revolutionary in

countries affordtoforgoindustrialscope. The attack to the

development? Could they controlsustainability of the environment

the big transnationals even if theywill never be truly stopped under a

wanted to? How would legally capitalist framework. Instead,

enforceable agreements actualljorms of “market regulation” have

be enforced? And, how can atreatyesulted in a transfer of GHGs

be reachedwhenthe bigimperialistather than any meaningful

countries have not only violatedreduction. Climate justice means
past agreements but done &anada, the US, the European
backslide?
Those youth who have found see YCL, page 11

People's Voice Victory Banquet

Great dinner, music, door prizes,

s : I
Political & Cultural Evening refreshments & more

Saturday, May 3rd . 6:30 pm Saturday, May 31
doors open 6 pm
Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cedil Street, Toronto
« Free Admission - Speakers - Live Music, Poetry & Dance - Food & Refreshments - Russian Hall, 600 Campbell Ave.,
Vancouver

Tickets $20 (unwaged $10), from
People's Voice, 604-255-2041 email
<newlabourpress1@gmail.com>

Come to the Toronto May Day March on Thursday, May 1st.

Organized by The United May Day Committee
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EDIT ORIALS

From bizarre to absurd

The Harper Conservatives have never been known] for
understanding facts or science. Thisis the government which tpssed
out the long form census a few years ago, even dismaying|their
business backers. Most readers can recall similar stories, from the
trashing of valuable Fisheries and Oceans libraries, to the refulsal to
join most of the world in recognizing that expansion of greenhguse
gas emissions is destroying the planet.

The latest bonehead Tory move is relying on misleading| job
vacancy numbers. One would think that a rabidly pro—busi}ess

P\ R
4- h

D e

government might want to ensure a regular supply of skilled lapour
to the corporate sector. After all, the same government talks dbout
labour shortages and skills mismatches, even while 1.5 mi
Canadians are officially counted as unemployed. The Cana
Labour Congress has noted repeatedly that many workerp
desperate for jobs, and that these “shortages and mismatches’
only a few specific regions and occupations. Employment Min
Jason Kenney has even agreed that better data is needed, s
with reliable, timely, and detailed labour market information.
Of course, the fact that right-wing governments are happ
drive down wages by keeping unemployment high. Butitalso t
out that the job vacancy data provided by Finance Canada rel

scams. Recent Kijiji “job postings” include: “Employer looking|to By Alex Gordon, candidate Even the_empire onalis_ts whoresearch as “past [its] sell-by date.”
hire someone to hand-feed mini-marshmallows to pet monkeyfor No2EU. the I’eft-labour support Britain’s place in the T_he I_|st of car plants_,
(No, we aren’t making this up.) electoral alliance which is European superstate have seenthmgineering centres and train-
If the Harper Tories were simply embarrassing themselves, TO%nning candidates in the results of the _unfoldmg social andbu_|ld}ng jobs stnppgd out of
of this would matter. But these corporate thugs are running thﬁlay 2014 European economic disaster across thdritain’s manufacturing base,
country and wrecking the lives of working people. We urge|th rliamentary elections eurozone and are wisely keepinglashing the hopes of new
incoming CLC leadership to go beyond issuing news releaseq, ayghqer the slogan “No2EU quiet about their real_o_bjectl\{e ofgenera_tlons of _ de5|g_ners,
instead mobilize Canadians to drive Harper out of office. Yes to Workers’ Rights.” " full monetary and political union. apprentices and engineersis never

Clegg’s warning that “if we cut mentioned by supporters of EU
. The popularity of the Europeanourselves off from Europe our“free movement.”
Deepak Chopra feeds Pltney Bowes Union, not only in Britain but hard-won economicrecoverywill  From Peugeot’s decisionto close
mong citizens of every membersimply be thrown away” is part of the Ryton plantin Coventryin 2006
ate, is collapsing. Eurobaro-a deliberate strategy by EUand move production to Slovakia
eter, the EU’s own polling supporters to emphasiseand Ford's decision to transfer
rganisation, found public economics not politics. production from Southampton to a
nfidenceinthe EU atitslowest- Indeed Clegg’s  most plantin Turkey lastyear, jobsinthe
r levels. uncomfortable moment in theneoliberal EU move towards the
Since May 2007, in Poland debate came when Farage pointeldwest wage levels and EU regional
istrust of the EU has risen fromoutthat EU interference in Ukrainefunds are actively used to encourage
8 to 42%, in Italy from 28 to hadtoppled an elected governmerthis process.
on o ~ ) oo
75 cents each for their metered postage. And Pitney Bowes, Whi Se{on,ql;nlzrafr;gﬁqfrgrg ‘,:g tggsoi) é,ilnngg\(jlvté:)ughtfar rightextremists tOBri,t\la(i)n'zorlrllt(Ie%abr:ar\évhr}S ;utagoga
2?150 t?; i?%nsct)?g\%'n,ﬂ?vf#}ér?;iiﬁoitiﬂ?nrates thanks to D €PBfitain from 49 to 69% and in  The line propagated by can claim to support a future of
Tr?an’ks I£|arper| This odious sca?]dal i yét another reason td kickP2in from 23 to 72%. campaign group Bri_tish Influence,gqod-quali_ty, v_ve_II-paid, highly
outthe Tories and éave Canada Post before the threatened eliminati \When the euro was mtrpducedhe pro-EU mouthpiece headed_byskllledjobsm l_3r|tz_i|n.These m_uch-
f urban door-to-door deliver bécomes a nasty realit n 1?2002, EU leaders promised fullPeter Wilding, former Tory media needed aspirations are simply
of urban . Yy y Y- mployment by 2010. Eurostatwonk inthe European Parliamentjncompatible with membership of
rerrlll?mbéer th|§ sc_r;mdadl evellr<y tt|me you contempla}g theh fu ur‘ﬁ'nemployment figures for theisto bury bad news of jobs lost inthe single European market and
}[/;/]Zt Izﬂmci)r\:\gll 'Cif;r:]' és'hg\\;ve"’:],ts b%gct’g(; ni?]wtzug‘fégla' 0?;;’ cr)i gthUZS as of January 2014 remairBritain as a result of the EU singlethe EU.
correspondencge 9 y P Gt historically_ high levels. _ marke_t moving manufacturing Voters across _England,
Good postal sérvice at reasonable rates should be the righfof IOver 26 million people - one in capacity abroad and to exaggerat8cotland and Wales will have the
Canadians, both in urban and rural areas. That's especially imp rtg ery eight Europeans - arethe positive impact of inward opportur_utytovote_fo_rcan(_jldates
for Seniors ’peoplewith mobility issues aﬁdthe millions of Cana iaah employed: in Greece (28% incapital investment as aadvocating a socialist exit from
' ’ nﬁovemberZOlS)ln Spain (25.8%)consequence of Britain’s EUBritain’s EU membership by

While the federal government is busy getting Canada Post Ta
for privatization, CEO Deepak Chopra is way ahead of the ggm
Chopra, who is conveniently the former CEO of Pitney Bowes}h
cut a sweet deal for this transnational and its corporate custome
who get cut-rate postal rates because they buy their postagejus
Pitney Bowes meters.

Just how sweet is that deal? Why it's 50% off, all day, every ¢lay!
So while you now pay a dollar to mail your letters - or 83 cents ¢ac
if you're mailing 100 letters - corporate customers are paying|ju

Wh‘?onv?/?r?tﬁgftﬁéﬁ?r\\//vlger?e’enc?ttéugltjrebmcaz)”r.porate power, dumgl th Gz}ind Portugal (17.5%). membership. supporting Bob Crpw’s No2EU:
Tories. and block 'the right wing forces imposing tHeir enlire Young workers are evenworse  The Independent’s front pageYes to Workers' Rights platform
privatiéation-cutback-profiteering agenda. It's time to dempn ff. The unemployment rate for story under the guise of “newin the European elections.
action on people’s needs, and to stop feéding Deepak Chppr hose aged 25 or younger is one ||ana_|y_5|s” recycled the same By doing so we can ser_]d a
style corporate greed! ' fSur across t_he EU. Youth statistics used by Clegg to supporinessage to the political
: unemployment is 50 per cent inthe well-worn claim that 3.5 Establishment that we are not
Spain and Greece, 35.4 per centimillion jobs in Britain depend on fooled by staged TV debates
Portugal, 31.9 per cent in Italy,EU membership. offering the unpalatable choice
PEOPLE.S VO’CE and 31.6 per cent in Ireland. But statisticians atindependentetween Clegg or Farage.
Therefore it takes some brassact-checking organisation Full For more information visit
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. neck for Liberal Democrat leaderFact point out: “Figures from the www.no2eu.com
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 Nick Clegg to claimin his opening early 2000s suggest around three
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., statement in the recent TV clashmillion jobs are linked to trade O ——
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 with Ukip leader Nigel Farage towith the European Union. They Re neW I
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net claim: “This debate is about yourdon't say they are dependent o
Volunteers and contributors for this issue job, or atleast the job of someonehe UK being an EU member ... tod ayl I
. very close to you. Using similar methods, a similarll |
Dave Arland, Ed BilJohan Boyden, Wally Brooker, But neither of these characterdigure today has shown closer td  Check your label |
Miguel Figueroa, Robert Luxley, Dave McKee, offer the slightest hope toworkers4.5 million jobs, but this still I
Roy Piepenberg, Liz Rowley, Gurpreet Singh, @nd trade unionists, students and youngoesn’t show how many arep Please check the I
mailers inVancouver & Toronto. people looking for decent jobs anddependent on UK membership.” I address label on the I
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerHassan Azimikor | & Secure future. , A 2004 paperfromthe Natlon_all front page to see if I
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, Iac\l(<eot1; ;grl:]tgga%%r:zgﬁlﬁag; ;nggggﬁcﬂ %ﬁ?ggrg')c grs]gn?gfel?jll it's time to renew. I
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman Britain’s EU membership, the using similar methods, that up t "Subscrlberslyvho flnq i
LETTERS gengrally pro-EU media and3.2 million UK jobs “are now 2014/04/02" on their I
political elite designed the TV associated directly with exportsmI label, for example,
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the debate to appear to engage with agoods and services to other E will have their 1
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print alienated and sceptical electoratecountries.” It warned that: “therel  subscriptions expire |
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal In the next three years before as no a priori reason to supposq with this issue, |
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor” possible referendum on Britain’sthat many of these, if any, Would| April 16-30, 2014 |
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or EU membership we can expect de lost permanently if Britain wereI I
pvoice@telus.net lotmore ofthese attempts at clumsyo leave the EU.” I Don’'t miss a I
' : : : . elitist engagement on “Europe” In fact, NIESR director single copy -
People S Vf)lce artl.cles may be rep r:mted v.wthout and the Clegg/Farage debate wa¥onathan Portes, who is certainly ren%w todg{,! |
permission provided the source is credited. a taster of what is to come. no Eurosceptic, described thisN wm e mm == = e = = ¢
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Stop the attack on democracy
Demand C-23 be withdrawn now!

students, seniors and rural votershenefit the large, established Bigconsulting with Elections Canadaelection. Thisis how elections are
* Removing the investigative Business parties - and especiallyfficials or organizing any public stolen. Butwe are quite convinced
capacity of Elections Canada tathe Conservative Party itself. Thishearing process exposes oncthat this dangerous attack on
monitor and prevent election fraud will only add to already widespreadagain its deep-seated disdain fo€anada’s electoral system canand
placing it instead under thepublic scepticism about the utility democratic principles andmust be stopped through mass
the “Fair Elections Act.” In authority of the Director of Public and “fairness” of the existing practices. political action. The Harper Tories
this statement. the Prose_cut_lons,aCablnet appointeelectoral process, at a time when Ifthe_ Conservatives haq any rea_mustbefprced toretreat! Our Party
Communist Pérty condemns WhO. is in turn answerable tovoter participation rates continuecommitment to improving the is comm|tted_ to work with other
this anti-democratic Cab.lnet aqd th_e PMO, not toto tumble. - currentelectoralsys;em,;heywquldall other political fprces, Iabo_ur
legislation. Parllarr_lent itself; . Itis hypocritical in the extreme open broaq public discussionand massdemocratic organizations
* Forbidding Elections Canadathat the Harper government, witharound genuine reformsto enhancto defeat C-23!

The Communist Party of from promoting democratic its unbridled penchant for democratic participation in the The Communist Party of
Canada joins with other federally-participation through “get out the country, including consideration of Canada (CPC) has a long and
registered political parties, labourvote” campaigns, and essentially proportional (or mixed distinguished history of fighting
and community organizations, andplacing a “gag order” onits leading proportional) representation infor democratic reform. The CPC
hundreds of Canadian andofficial, the ChiefElectoral Officer Parliament, further restrictions onwas the first political party in
international constitutional expertsof Canada; and campaign spending, a return to fullCanadato call for the introduction
and scholars in condemning the: Removing “fundraising” from voter enumeration before everyofproportional representation, for
anti-democratic character of theexpenses monitored under electio election, greater and more equitabl¢he citizens’ right to recall elected
so-called Fair Elections Act (C- campaign spending limits, an access to media for all politicalofficials, and for the full political
23) and demanding its immediateextremely partisan move which parties, notjustthelarge, entrenchedquality and rights of Aboriginal
withdrawal. We urge all would benefit only the largest parties, and other reforms. peoples. After a 10-year political
democratically-minded parties, and especially the The Communist Party demandsand legal battle, our Party won a
Canadians, unions and people’€onservatives; that Parliament reject C-23, andunanimous ruling at the Supreme
organizations to act now to defeat Coming on top of the recent instead open a wide, open an€Court of Canada [Figueroa v.
this legislation. experience of the last federal transparent discussion across thattorney-General of Canada;

The most odious measureslection in 2011, when the Toriesarrogantly lecturing other country on genuine electoral2003] declaring unconstitutional
under the proposed Act wouldwere responsible for a number oftountries and peoples about theeform, including the convocation several sections of the Canada
further erode the integrity of theserious violations of the Canadasanctity of “democracy”, should of public hearings and citizen Elections Actwhich discriminated
federal electoral process by: Elections Act, mostimportantly the dare to introduce such a patentlyneetings in both large and smalleagainst smaller political parties.

* Eliminating vouching and the notorious “robo-call” [or “voter undemocratic and self-servingurban centres, aswell as rural areaé summary of that case is available
use of Voter Information Cardssuppression”] scandal, thepiece of legislation. The Harper Tories seemat http://communist-party.ca/

(VIC) during elections, effectively misnamed “Fair Elections Act’will  The attempt of the Harperconvinced that they can force the?page_id=66 and the full SCC

disenfranchising hundreds ofdisenfranchise even more votersgovernment to rush this deeplybill through “come hell or high ruling can be accessed at http://
thousands of voters, especiallyweakenthe already lax enforcemenrfiawed Bill through Committee and water”, as a set-up for a Toryscc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scce-
Aboriginal peoples, youth andof election rules, and unfairly Parliament without even victory in the 2015 general csc/en/item/2069/index.d®.

WikiLeaks shows NAT O’s role in Ukraine

By Conn Hallinan, People’s . AttheA_priI2008 l_\lATOsummit_ exit their troops, bqt only _if us bloc_ countrie_s, inclu_ding form_ersendin_g F-16 fighter-bombers and
World ’ in Romania, Croatia and Albanl_aand NATO forces did not fill the Sowetrep_ubllcs Latvia, thhuamz_i, F-15 fighters to Poland and the
were asked to join - they did so invacuum. On Feb. 9, Gorbachewand Estonia. NATO's“PartnershipBaltic States, as well as C-130
Is the Russian occupation 0f2009 - and postponed a decisiomold Baker “any extension of thefor Peace” was expanded taransportplanesand RC-135 aerial
the Crimea a case of aggressiveoncerning Georgia and Ukrainezone of NATO would be include the former Soviettankers. In the case of Latvia,
expansionism by Moscow or untilDecember2008. Butin August,unacceptable.” Baker assured hinRepublics of Ukraine, Georgia,Lithuania and Estonia, this will
aimed at blocking a scheme by th&eorgian forces attacked thethat “NATO's jurisdiction would Moldova, Kazakhstan, Armenia,result in an increase in NATO
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation breakaway province of Southnot shift one inch eastward.” and Azerbaijan. forces on Russia’s northern border.
(NATO) toroll rightup to Russia’s Ossetia- possibly underthedelusion The Baker-Gorbachev meeting The recent “bailout” offer to ~ The USS Truxtun is an Arleigh
western border? WikiLeaks hasthat NATO would come to their aid was followed the next day by aUkraine by the European UnionBurke class destroyer armed with
revealed a secret cable describingsetting off a short and disastrousneeting between Gorbachev andontained a clause thatwould haveruise missiles and anti-ship
a meeting between French andvarwith Russia. The vote on GeorgialVest German Chancellor Helmuttied Kiev to the EU’s military Harpoon missiles. Cruise missiles

Several of Canada’s smaller
political parties have
organized a news conference
in Ottawa on April 11 to
speak out against Bill C-23,

Unfair
Elections Act

American diplomats that suggestand Ukraine was shelved both byKohl, who assured him that “rat organisation. can carry a nuclear warhead.
the latter, a plan that has been in urally NATO could not expand its  In short, Russians feel like theyAccording to the US Navy, the
the works since at least 2009. HORTH ATLANTIE territory” into East Germany. And, are surrounded by hostile forces, & ruxtun’s mission has nothing to

Titled “A/S Gordon’s meeting
with policy makers in Paris,” the
cable summarises a September 11

in a parallel meeting between Wesfact critics of Moscow’s moves in do with the crisis in the Ukraine
German Foreign Minister Hans-the Crimea should keep in mind. but is simply carrying out joint
Dietrich Genscher and Soviet The danger of pushing amanoeuvres with the tiny
2009 get-together between Philig Foreign  Minister Eduard military alliance up to the bordersRomanian and Bulgarian navies.
Gordon, then assistant US Shevardnadze, Genscher tolafapotential adversarywas made It is unlikely that the USS
Secretary of State for Europear e Shevardnadze “for us, itstands firmclear in early April when NATO Truxtun will go looking for
and Eurasian Affairs, and Frenct NATOwillnotexpandtothe East.” began deploying forces in thetrouble or that the F-15s and F-
diplomats Jean-David Levitte, But none ofthe assurances wer8altics and Poland, and the USL6s will play chicken with

Damien Loras, and Francois yggpamsr Y orcamzamon  PUL N writing and, as the Sovietsent a guided missile destroyeRussian MIGs and Sukhois, but
covers an exchange of viewsonly 17 percent had a favourable Asformer New Republic editor

2007, interjects that “[French] February 1990 agreement betweeaminent Cold War historian John| '\ Af '- f"

the process and antagonising The issue at the time wassee NATO enlargement as ill-

“the Bucharestsummitdeclarationthe Germans were trying toweakened, ColdWartriumphalism| On the web: http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Richier. Gordon is currently a Union began to implode, theinto the Black Sea. mistakes happen, particularly
special assistant to PresidenthatwarandaGallup Pollindicatingagreementwasignored and NATO The Pentagon announced itwasvhen tensions are higé.
concerning Iran, the second to lastiew of the alliance. Peter Beinart notesirhe Atlantic,

item is entitled “NATO’s The move by NATO to extend the decision to expand NATO was

enlargementand strategic conceptthe alliance to the Russian bordeconsidered to be “recklessly

President [Nicholas] Sarkozy wasthen Soviet leader Mikhail Lewis wrote, “Historians -

“convinced'’ that Ukraine would one Gorbachev, US Secretary of Stateormally so contentious - are in

Russia, particularly ifthe Ukrainian Germany and NATO. Under theconsidered, ill-timed, and above Join in the worldwide action on the 5th day of each month! Write
public was largely againsttreaty ending World War I, the all ill-suited to the realities of the | to President Obama and demand that he Free the Cuban Five:
was very clear that NATO had annegotiate a reunion of the twotook over: President Bill Clinton | Phone 1-202-456-1111  Fax 1-202-456-2461

open door and Ukraine and Georgigermanys that would remove thetook NATO to war in Yugoslavia | T€legram: President Barack Obama, The White House,

Obama on the Middle East. that 40 percent of Ukrainiansforces moved into the old East
l 5 | @
Atthis point Levitte, former French is a controversial one that violategprovocative” by a number of s E~
‘ ! t-é =
@
day be a member of NATO, butJames Baker, and Chancellouncharacteristic agreement: with
membership.” Gordon goes on toSoviets had a right to keep troopgost-Cold War world.”

While the bulk of the cable considered NATO a threat, whileGermany.
. .ih
ambassadorto the US from 2002 tthe spirit, if not the letter, of a foreign policy experts. “As
that there was no point in rushingHelmut Kohl of Germany. remarkably few exceptions, they The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
paraphrase Levitte’s opinion thatjn Eastern Germany. The US and But with Russia severely| E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

have a vocation in NATO.” 380,000 Soviet troops in the Eastin 1995, and puttroopsinto Bosnia| ~ 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA
Levitte is currently a fellow at while maintaining US and NATO By 1997 Poland, Hungary and the For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or
the conservative Brookingsforces in the West. Czech Republic joined NATO, www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

Institute. The Russians were willing to followed in 2004 by seven Soviet!
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Communist s say: environment before profit s

by the Tories and the corporate The emergence of atinkering with the “real costs” of Communists call for funding high-
media. manufactured “consensus” inhuman economic activities. Thespeed rail lines, and the
The question of “environment  The NDP is no exceptionto thisfavour of oil and gas interestsCommunist Party argues thadevelopment of a fuel-efficient
or jobs” has become one of thedevelopment. Federal leadersimply avoids the reality that acapitalism itself, a system basedCanadian car.
central debates of the 21stcenturyThomas Mulcair has moved hismajority of Canadians are bothon the extraction of maximum Radical changeisadvocated by
including in Canada. At all levels party closer to the neoliberaldeeply concerned aboutthe impagprofits, is inherently a threat tothe CP, aiming to remove the
of political discussion in this agenda of big capital, with theof human activities on the globalhuman survival. The goal of theprivate profit motive as the driving
country, this crucial topic is a significantexception of opposition climate, and also that there areCommunist Party is public force behind economic decision-
matter for sharp disagreementsto the tar sands expansion. Fomany ways to create jobs througlownership of key industries andmaking. The party’s platform for
But does placing the question inthis, Mulcair is constantly painted environmental protection. resources, which would allow forthe most recent federal election
such an“either-or"way really helpas either naive or as an elitist There is one political party democratic control and economidncluded a call to adopt a People’s
us to understand the options?  opposed tothe interests of workingvhich projects such a strategyplanning to protect the interests oEnergy Plan, based on public
On one point, there is a widepeople. Similarly, the BC NDP is The Communist Party of Canadavorking people and the ownershipand democratic control
consensus, both in Canada anih the process of choosing a nevwhas advanced a wide-ranging setnvironment. of all energy and natural resource
internationally: the Harper leader, having (incorrectly) of proposals designed to protect In recent years, the corporateextraction, production and
Conservatives are one of the modblamed their 2013 election defeathe environment and to create jobsbhacked Harper Tories have madélistribution.
dangerously anti-environmentalon the decision by outgoing leader This is in sharp contrast to theCanada a key opponent of global In the short term, the
governments on the planet. AtAdrian Dix to speak out againstmajoropposition parties, includingplans to tackle the deepeningCommunists call for a 100% tax
virtually every major global the unpopular Enbridge Northernthe Greens, which base theiglobal climate crisis. The on the windfall profits of the oil
gathering around environmentGateway pipeline project. policies on “market-based” Communist Party demandsmonopolies, and to “stop and
issues, activist movements have emergency action on thisissue, aeverse the privatization,
condemned Canada’s expansio well as support for reparations taderegulation and break-up of
of greenhouse gas emissions, i countries affected by capitalist-public energy utilities.”
particular the rapid escalation of driven climate change. The Communists urge a freeze
tar sands projects. For PM Harpe The Communists call for andreduction of energy exportsto
and his clique, tied closely to the legislationto slash greenhouse gathe U.S., and instead propose to
profitinterests of the major energ emissions, including a phase-ouexpand shared power flows among
monopolies, even to debate thes of coal-fired plants. Rejecting theprovinces through an East-West
issues is considered treasonou claim that such measures will “kill power grid. The Party opposes
Popular grassroots movements i jobs,”the CP urgesinvestmentstany new development of the
opposition to tar sands expansion create jobs through renewable\lbertatar sands, and callsto close
natural gas fracking and other energy and conservation programghese operations within five years.
forms of CO2 emissions are subjec Thiswould include more stringentJobs should be guaranteed for

By Kimball Cariou

to relentless scrutiny by security vehicle emission controls,workers in more sustainable
services, and the few politicians expanded urban mass transit, anddustries at equivalentwages, and
who dare to speak out against thi the eliminate of fares bycompensation provided for
energy giants are bitterly attackec subsidizing fare collections. TheAboriginal peoples and

communities affected by the tar
sands. The Party opposes the
. =y . Enbridge and Mackenzie Valley
Britain’ s floods: What would Marx and Engels say? pipelines. and oil and gas
exploration and shipping on the
; ; not let us care about futurevalue. vital. west coast. It calls foramoratorium
Eg_g%?ﬁgt\g%lf’ tlﬁéeénrggonnal generations, F_;mq de_spite being a Indeed in the 20th century, “From_thestandpoir_]tofah!gheron the development of shale gas
Party of England and Wales, form of materl_allsm in the crude betwee_n _the o!e_ath of th_e greaeconomic form of society, privateresources in all p_rovinces.
Feb. 2014, Morning Star (UK) sense of material self-interest, doescosocialist William Morris and ownership of the earth by single _Toprotectworking people hard-
not respect nature. the work of Fidel Castro in theindividuals will appear quite ashit by declining incomes, the
Where | live in Berkshire has  The veryfactthatsomany flood1990s to green Cuba, socialistabsurd as private ownership oCommunist Party supports
beendramatically hit by the recenplains have been built upon showseemed to have largely ignorecbne person by another. Even @estoration of the “two price”
floods. Luckily for my neighbours this. Likewise the way in which ecology. whole society, anation, or even alystem, with higher prices for
and me we live on a hill, so havecoal and oil companies lobby Mar, itis said, believed labour simultaneously existing societiesenergy exports, and lower prices
stayed dry on the whole. Butagainst any measures to combab be the only source of value. Intaken together, are not the owneror domestic uses, especially home
thousands of people in the area, iglimate change. fact, inA Critique Of The Gotha of the earth. They are only itsheating.
Datchet, Wraysbury, Old Windsor  We need to be ecological andProgrammeand in other texts he possessors, its usufructuaries, and, On other environmental issues,
and other points on the Thamesnotjust“environmental.” Ecology was very clear that nature too wadike good heads of household, theyhe Communist platform includes
have been flooded out. is the science that looks at thea source of “use value.” must hand it down to succeedinga ban on “biofuels” derived from
The floods have been a naturatelationship between species. This ' In his early Paris manuscriptsgenerations in an improvedfeed grains; heavy fines and jail
disaster, but the consequences 6§ often complex and hearguedthathuman beings wereondition.” terms against polluters and
natural disasters are shaped bgontradictory, so being pro of course, part of nature. There are other sources oflestructive corporate practices,
decisions made by human beings'nature” or the “environment” In one of his earliest works, ecological politics, the late greatsuch as clear-cutting, in-ocean fish
There have been a number ofather than focusing on profitis anEngels showed ifthe Condition Nobel prize-winning economistfarming, and deep-sea draggers;
essential and sensible thingsdvance but doesn’t produceOf The Working Class In EnglandElinor Ostrom, for example. and no industrial development in
written about the floods, | don’t policies that always work. how pollution, as well as poverty  But Marx and Engels provide parks.
want or need to repeat them in Teaching ecology as anwagesandlonghours, harmed ousome precise but often forgotten The Communist Party also calls
detail to Morning Star readers. essential subject in school wouldpopulation. ecological wisdom. for action such asincome supports
My Green Party leader Nataliebe a start. Making sure that all JohnBellamy Fosterinhisbook And back here in Berkshire itisto defend family farms and protect
Bennett has been clear that, whilgolicies were ecologically literate Marx’s Ecologyshows how, from raining again! Cuts, climate Canada’s food sovereignty. The
no weather episode can be puis also vital. Even many membersMarx’s work on his PhD as achange, pooragricultural practicedarty’s platform urges stronger
down to climate change, extremeof the Green Party or student right up to his death inare creating, intheir complex unity,action to support organic farming:
weather is increasing with environmentalNGOsdon't,inmy 1883, ecology was core to hiswhat to many local people looksreduce the use of antibiotics,

increased carbon emissions andiew, think deeply enough aboutbeliefs. like a perfect storm. fertilizers, and pesticides, abanon
the government must sackecology. In Das Kapital(volume three) “terminator” seeds, and mandatory
ministers such as Owen Patterson Human beings are part ofMarxidentified that an ecological labelling of genetically-modified

who are climate sceptics. ecosystems. We are not separatoncern for future generation was see FLOODS, page 11

George Monbiot has informed from nature, so ecology has to be
us, reporting from the floods in “social.”
Somerset, that EU agricultural Austerity, for example, has a

policies led to trees and vegetatiomdirect effect on ecosystems. Just Corporate Capit alism on collision

being cut down, so any rainfall, think how, while we need to reduc

food productse

rather than being absorbed by th€ 02 emissions, the cuts ar 1
ground, rapidly runs off into destroyingbus services and forcin Cou rse Wlth eCOIOgy
swollen rivers. eople into cars or into transpor - - - .
We all know that cuts have |edgo\,£rty_ g Excerpt from “Profit Pathology and Disposable Planet,” by Michael Parenti (2011)
to reduction in spending on flood ~ So if we want an ecological|  The corporate system of capital accumulation treats the Earth’s life-sustaining resources (arable land,
defences. But | want to make gpolitics, where do we find it? The| groundwater, wetlands, foliage, forests, fisheries, ocean beds, bays, rivers, air quality) as disposable
more general point, which I think science  of ??O!OQY keeps| ingredients presumed to be of limitless supply, to be consumed or toxified at will...
has to be stated loudly and clearlyadvancing, but it's interesting to| ~ “jndeed, the function of the transnational corporation is not to promote a healthy ecology but th extract

- politics needs to be ecological. note that in the 19th century Marx
Without an appreciation of and Engels were practising a forn

ecology, we are, quite literally, of political ecology.

likely to be sunk. The politics of  This might seem an unusua

the presentis the politics of moneyclaim. Marx was often condemnead

If something leads to short-termas an anti-environmental thinker

financial gain it is good. who loved smokestacks and

as much marketable value out of the natural world as possible even if it means treating the env
like a septic tank. An ever-expanding corporate capitalism and a fragile finite ecology are on a ca

ironment
lamitous

collision course, so much so that the support systems of the entire ecosphere - the Earth’s thin sKin of fresh

air, water, and topsoil - are at risk. It is not true that the ruling politico-economic interests are i
of denial about all this. Far worse than denial, they have shown outright antagonism toward those
our planetis more important than their profits. So they defame environmentalists as “eco-terrorist
gestapo,” “Earth day alarmists,” “tree huggers,” and purveyors of “Green hysteria.”

N a state
vho think
5," “EPA

But the politics of money doesthought that nature was without
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The CIA's t actics In Latin

What was the process by which
you were caught up?

It started with a process of many
years, several years of preparation
and capture. lwas leader ofa Cuban
student movement which, at that the images which were transmitted
time, gave rise to an organization, around the world. What happened
the Saiz Brothers Culturalnames. And that type of work,to work with me, who worked in scholarships to students to bign Miami, and they themselves said
Association, a group of youngpromotingme asawriter, waswhatVashington, = who  were North American universities, to so, butwe’ve been protesting there,
creators, painters, writers, artists. they were very interested in,subordinates ofthe Pan-Americarirain them as leaders, with allbut those things that appear on
worked in a city in southern-centralbecause they wanted to converFoundation and the CIA, and theyexpenses paid. They pay theifTV, that was a group, or rather,
Cuba, Cienfuegos, which hadmeinto a personality in thatworld.came to Cuba to train me as wellcosts, they provide completethere were sectors, there were

America

the bases. People in favour of
uniting with Europe. | tried to talk
with them these days. Trying to
find out, what are those processes
like? And they were surprised at

Raul Capote is a Cuban who in his youth was recruited by the US Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) to conspire in Cuba. But in reality, he was working as
a double agent for Cuban national security. The following excerpts are from an
interview which Capote gave to Chavez Vive in Havana. The interview was first
published in Spanish on Aporrea.org, translated by Sabina C. Becker.

characteristics of great interest tdromoting me now,
the enemy, because it was a city icompromising me with them in anarose the idea of creating a
which an important industrial pole indirect manner. foundation, a project called
was being built at the time. They Andthen, in 2004, there arrivedGenesis.
were building an electrical centre,in Havana a person well knownin  Genesis is maybe the
the only one in Cuba, and thereVenezuela, Kelly Keiderling. template, as anidea, of man
were alot of young people workingKelly came to Havana to work asof the things going on in the
on it. For that reason, it was also &hief of the Office of Press andworld today, because
citythathad alotof young engineersCulture. They set up a meetingGenesis is aprojectaimed
graduated in the Soviet Union.they arranged a cocktail party, andhe university youth of Cuba.
We're talking of the last years ofat that party | met with 12 North They were doing something
the 1980s, when there was thafmerican functionaries, North similarin Venezuela. Why?
process called Perestroika. AndAmericans and Europeans. Theyrhe idea was to convert
many Cuban engineers, who arrivesveren’tonly North Americans. All universities - which have
in Cuba at that time, graduateddf them people with experience,always been revolutionary,
fromthere, were considered peopleome also inside the Soviet Unionwhich have produced
who had arrived with that idea ofothers who had participated inrevolutionaries, out ofthose
Perestroika. For that reason, it wagraining and preparation of thefrom which many of the
aninteresting territory, where therepeople in Yugoslavia, in the Colorrevolutionaries of both
were alot of young people. And theRevolutions, and they were verycountries came - and conve
fact that | was a youth leader of dnterested in meeting me. Kellythem into factories for
cultural organization, which dealtbecame very close to me. She begaeactionaries. So, how do
with an important sector of thetoprepare me. Shebegantoinstrugtou do that? By making
engineers who were interested irme. | began to receive, from her, deaders. What have they

Raul Capote

and andto bring provisions. From therescholarships. We're talking 2004-places where there were right-wing

groups, ofthe very farright,
where there were incidents
ofthattype, and where they
burned things, but the
greater part of the
demonstrations didn'thave
those characteristics. Or
that this is, once more, the
repetition of the scheme,
using all the
communication media...

When you see what’s
happening in Venezuela,
and you compare it with
what you did here [in
Cuba], what conclusion
can you draw?

It's anew strategy, which
they've been developing
based on the experience
they've had all over the
world, but | see, I'm

the arts, became of interest to theery solid training: The creation of begun to do in Venezuela? Theyb here. It was very obvious. Thengconvinced, thatthey've only gotten
North Americans, and they begaralternative groups, independensent students to Yugoslaviathose leaders return to universityresults when people in those places
to frequent the meetings wegroups, the organization andfinanced by the Internationalat some time. They're studentsdon’tsupportthe revolution. They
attended. They never identifiedtraining of youth leaders, who did Republican Institute (IRI), which They gotoendtheir careers. Thosenanaged it with Milosevic,
themselves as enemies, or asot participate in the works of ourwas financed by USAID and byleaders, when they end theibecause Milosevic was a
officials of the CIA... cultural institutions. And that was the Albert Einstein Institute, andstudent careers, go on to variou¥ ugoslavian leader whose image
in 2004-5. Kelly practically sent them, in groups of ten, withjobs, different possibilities, as had fallen far, thanksto things that

What conditions did they vanished from the scene in 2005their professors.

demand? 6. And when | started to work, she

engineers, as degree-holders ihappenedinYugoslavia. The same
different sectors of Cuban societyhappened in Ukraine, because

They told us: We have theput me in direct contact with Do you have the names of thebut there are others who go orYanukovych was a man with very

ability to put the markets at yourofficials of the CIA. Supposedly, | Venezuelans?
No, we're talking of hundreds the university. One of the mostgivenresultsin other places where

disposal, to putyou onthe marketsvas already committed to them, |

constantly preparing leaders withinlittle popular support, and it has

of books or sculpture or movies orwas ready for the next mission,being sent. | spoke with theimportant missions of the thegovernmentshad little support
whatever, but we need the truthand they put me in touch with professor, and watched one groupniversity leaders was to occupyfrom the people. Wherever they

because whatwe're selling
in the market, is the image
of Cuba. Theimage of Cuba
has to be a realistic one, o
difficulties, of what's going

on in the country. They
wanted to smear the realit
of Cuba. What they were
asking is that you criticize
the revolution, based on
anti-Cuba propaganda
lines, which they
provided...

and followed the other. the leadership of the principalhave a legitimate government, a
Becausetheywereworkingyouth organizations of thesolid government, and people
long-term. The same planuniversity. In the case of Cuba,disposed to defend the revolution,
was also in place againstwe’re talking about the Union of the plan has failed on them.
Cuba. Genesis promoted,Communist Youth, and the

withinthe university, aplan University Student Federation.And what phase do they enter
oftraining scholarships for Thatis, it was notto create parallelvhen the plan fails?

Cuban student leaders andyroups at that time, but to become They're going to keep on doing
professors. The plan wasthe leaders of the organizationst, they’ll go on perfecting it. We
very similar. Also, in 2003, already existing in Cuba. Also, toare the enemy. Thatis, Venezuela,
they prepared here, inform a group of leaders in theCuba, everything goingonin Latin
Havana, a course in the USstrategies of the “soft” coup. ThatAmerica as an alternative. We are
Interests Section, whichis, training people for the the dissidents of the world. We

was called “Deposing a opportune moment to start thelive in a world dominated by
leader, deposing afamous “color revolutions” or capitalism. Where that new
dictator”, which was based “non-violent wars”, which, as you capitalist way of being dominates,
on the experience ofwell know, have nothing to do so that now one can’t even call it
OTPOR in removing with non-violence.... imperialist, it's something new,
in 1994, | went to Havana, Slobodan Milosevic from something that goes way beyond
| came back to the capital power. And that was the What was the final task? what students of Marxism wrote
and here, in the capital, | began tdRenee Greenwald, an official ofidea, inside the Cuban university, Well, to gatherthe internationalin history years ago. It's something
work for the Union of Cultural the CIA, who worked with me to work long-term, because thesegress, in my capacity as a universityyew, novel. It's apower, practically
Workers, a union which directly, and with a man namedprojects always take a long time inprofessor, and as a writer, and asglobal, of the big transnationals,
represented the cultural workerdMark Waterhein, who was, at theorder to reap a result. For thaleader of that organization, that lof those megalopolies they’'ve
of the capital, and | became mordime, the head of Project Cuba, ofeason, they also started early imo out publicly to ask the created. Therefore, we are the
interesting yet to them, because the Pan-American Foundation forVenezuela. | believe as well - Igovernment of the United Statesenemy. We are presenting an
went on to direct - from being aDevelopment. don’t have proof, but | believe thatto intervene in Cuba, to guarante@lternative project. The solution
leader of ayouth organizationwith  This man, Mark, as well asin Venezuela it began before thehe lives of the civilians and to that the world proposes to us, is
4,000 members, to directing adirecting Project Cuba, had adirecChavez government, because thbring peace and tranquility to thenot that. We know how to do it,
union with 40,000 members, justlink to Cuba, in terms of financing plan of converting Latin American Cuban people. To speak to thend Cuba, Venezuela, the ALBA
in the city of Havana. And then, itthe anti-revolutionary project, asuniversities, which were alwayscountry in the name of the Cubarcountries, have demonstrated that
gets much more interesting.well as being involved in working sources of revolutionary processegeople. Just imagine that! itcan be done, that one or two days
Contacts followed. In that period against Venezuela. Thatis, he wasto reactionary universities, isolder  That plan fell apart on them. Itmore are nothing. The Cuban
there appeared awoman profess@ man who, along with much of histhan the Venezuelan [Bolivarian]gave them no result, but as youevolution has been in existence
from a new university who cameteam of functionaries of thatprocess, to reverse the situatiowould see, later, the way the war irfor 55 years, and with political
with the mission of kick-starting famous project, also workedand create a new right-wing. Libya went, and the way it was setwill, it has achieved things that the
the production of my literary work, against Venezuela at that time. up. More than 80% of the USgovernment,withallthe money
to become my representative, tolhey were closely connected. AtDid the CIA only work in information we saw, was in the world, has been unable to
organize events. times it took a lot of work to tell Caracas? fabricated. They're doing the samedo. So that's a bad example.
who was working with Cuba, and No, throughout Venezuela.in Syria, andthey’'ve donethe same And I've told my students: Can
Can you give her name? who was not, because many timefRight now, Genesis has ain Ukraine. | have had theyouimagine thatthe Indignantsin
No, because they usedthey interlocked. For example,scholarship plan to create leaderspportunity to converse with a lot
pseudonyms. They never used redhere were Venezuelanswhocami&n  Cuba. They provide of Ukrainians, since they were in

How long were you an
agent of the CIA?

We were in this initial
story until 1994. Because

see CIA, page 11
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¥ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Euro unions slowed work at the Olympic Park, full-time jobs will be wiped out as owed by Durham. The lawsuitto protest austerity plans by the
) the main cluster of venues for thepart of a restructuring plan tocovered hours spent on importanMoroccan government. During the
pro test austenty 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games.  streamline operations. pre- and post-trip inspections ofmarch, police mounted on

A spokesperson for the Martin says the union’s nextthe buses, which ensure the safetynotorcycles swooped down and
Around 40,000 people rallied construction consortium Rio Mais move is to help workers with their of the buses that transport childrerarrested several pro-democracy
in Brussels on April 4 againstsaid he was not sure when workpensions and to help them findto school. The suit also includedactivists who used the rally as an

austerity measures, organised byould resume. In a statement, Riaew jobs. time workers spent fueling andoccasion to denounce the all-
the European Trade UnionMais saiditexpectedany losttime cleaning the buses, as well as timpowerful monarchy.
Confederation (ETUC). to be made up quickly and thatSri Lankan unions spent in initial training, for which  Criticism of the elected
Justweeks before the Europeagonstruction timetable would not . they were not paid. The lawsuitgovernment in Morocco is
Parliament elections, unions frombe affected. want pnvate seCc tor alsoallegedthatthe company eithetolerated, but not the hereditary
the member states are calling fora Union officials said the strike . . failed to pay workers for all monarchy itself, which many
“different and better” Europe, centered on wages and workindTIINIMUM Wage overtime, or failed to pay overtime consider corrupt.
telling decision-makers to takeconditions. in a timely manner. An estimated 8,000 people

action to combat social dumping. AteamofInternational Olympic ~ St Lanka’s trade unions are Checks will be mailed to heededthe callfromthe three main
Bernadette Ségol, generalCommittee (IOC) inspectorsProposing a national minimum pyrham drivers and attendantdabour unions to demonstrate in
secretary of ETUC, said: “Our visiting Rio in late March, headedWage for private sector employeesyithin 60 days. the country’s economic capital, as
message is that austerity is noby Olympic hurdle champion @n unemployment benefit Thisisnotthefirsttime Durham relations between the labour
working. We believe that new Nawal EI Moutawakel, said theinsurance and pension plan, an@chool Services has settied ovemovement and the government
policies are needed to get Europgames faced “challenging Social security scheme forinformalynpaid wages. In 2012, Durhamworsen.
back to work. The crisis of deadlines.” sector workers. The unions alsGsettled a statewide class action “We demand the protection of
unemployment and poverty has 10C President Thomas Bachcall for a national wages jawsuitwith California school bus our standard of living,” declared
yet to be tackled.” has repeated often that Riocommission forthe private sectoryorkers, who won a $7 million one sign carried by protesters. “No
Eurostat unemployment figures‘doesn’t have a day to lose,” and These were the majorpack pay award. tothe raising the age of retirement,”
for January showed jobless totalsome fear it could face chronicsuggestionsina9-pointproposal pyrham is the second-largessaid another, anticipating
at record high levels, with arounddelays similar to those hitting theSubmitted jointly by four leading school bus company in the US anaontroversial planned reforms of

26 million people in the member trade unions to a National Paya subsidiary of National Expressretirement benefits.

states looking for work. The ~\ Commission appointed by theGroup, a United Kingdom-based Faced with unrest in 2011

highestrates werein Greece(28%( President to assist themyltinational transportation during the Arab Spring inspired

and Spain (25.8%). government in formulating company. protests, the previous government
The April 4 demonstration is National Wage Policy. raised salaries and benefits, but

The private sector minimum
wage should match present public
sector monthly minimum of Rs.
21,876 ($184 Can.), adjusted for
inflation, trade unions say. They
note that Sri Lanka’'s 2012/2013
household income and expenditurt
census report calculated that the
average required income of a family

the budget deficit of 7 percent of
GDP in 2012 is less than in many
developed capitalist countries.
Under  pressure  from
international lending institutions,
the newly elected Islamist-led
government of Prime Minister
Abdelilah Benkirane agreed to end
subsidies on gasoline and gradually

part of ETUC’s “new path for
Europe” campaign based or
investment in sustainable growth
and jobs in a bid to kick-start
economic activity in the member

states. ETUC’s plan envisage
creating between nine and eleve ﬂ

million jobs across the EU over
the next ten years.

“We suggest investing 2% of\ - ) of four was Rs. 48,281 ($406). reduce them on diesel. The unions
the European gross domestic The unemployment insurance 3 S say these moves hurt low income
product, every year, in a European scheme proposed by the union: e— groups.
employment policy”, said Anne upcoming World Cup. would include economic benefits “The government is attacking
Demelenne, secretary of Belgian The strike adds to a growing listduring unemployment, re-training our standard of living by raising
union Algemeen Belgisch of problems confronting Rio andJObp-lacemem’WlthemployeeSAnti-aUStel’it gasoline prices by 25 percent in
Vakverbond (ABVV). organizers with the games just ovefompanies and the governmen y the last 15 months alone,” Miloudi

two years away. Construction oncontributing to the fundrhey also rally in Morocco Moukharek, head of the Union of
Toyota workers the second largest cluster of venuefoposed a voluntary monthly Moroccan Workers told The
in northern Rio de Janeiro, in anPension scheme for the private Tnhousands of workers, teacheréssociated Press. “Reform should
launch fast area called Deodoro, has yet tgector, accepting the right of theand civil servants marched througot be carried out on the back of
begin. Work on the Olympic golf Workers to decide whether to join.gowntown Casablanca on April 5the poor.”
As a standoff between course has also been delayed. ~ Meanwhile, the Employers’

employees and management of Severe water pollutionin Rio’s Federg{ir(])rlt?]f nglc;n (Eﬁc) has

Toyota Kirloskar Motor over the Guanabara Bay, the venue foRrguedinatine privaie sectorneed i i "

lockout of two plants at Bidadi Olympic sailing, is a growing & lower minimum wage for some Many |ten'?s in our "Global Class

(Mumbai, India) continues, someconcernwith atesteventschedulegategories of workers. Struggle column are from the

union members have began aitherein August. |OC officials have :

indefinite fast. said they will not risk the athIetes'BaItimore drivers Labour S tart WebSIte,
“From April 2, 25 of us have health if the water is unsafe. )

been on anindefinite hunger strike. Many of the delays are rootedy\/jn back pay

More people will join us in the in disputes among Brazil's three

coming days. We will sit on strike levels of government over who  On April 4, adistrict courtjudge

in front of the Bidadi plants gate ...pays for what. Most estimatesapproved a $1.25 million [ JOin the Communist QE} \

www .labourst art.org

We won't leave this place until suggest Brazil will spend aboutsettlement reached by Baltimore =

our demands are met,” TKMEU $15 billion on the Olympics, amix City school bus drivers and Party of Canada "ﬁ-ﬁ

(Toyota Kirloskar Motor of public and private money. attendants with their employer, The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histogy of

Employees Umor.]) pre3|_dent Durham School Services. The fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian indepéndence, and sociafsm.

Prasanna Kumar said. He said thi}’(ello workers settlement covers damages for 37p  The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think the

want the government to interven gg class members over unpaid wagep fight against big business and its parties is a year-round job, sofour

and make sure that “we are back altake severance dating back to 2010. members are active across the country, to build our party and to pelp

work without any conditions.” “We are very pleased that we] strengthen people’s movements on a wide range of issues. All our porll:ies
The union says all 4,200 package will finally receive the wages that| and leadership are set democratically by our members. To find out rjore

employees are still locked out, but were owed to us for the work we| about Canada’s party of socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

the company claims “some Unionized workers at a do to care for the schoolchildren Central Committee CPC

employees have been coming t&ellogg’s plant in London, on our buses,” said Stephanig 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

work.” The lockout began on Ontario, have voted to accepttheitUrosa, a Durham bus attendan 4RO

. S . . 416-469-2446
March 16. The company says itseverance packages ahead of thend plaintiff in the lawsuit against
lifted the lockout on March 24, but facility’s closure. Durham. “We don't earn a lot and| Parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC
refuses to guarantee thatthere will Nearly all of the 345 voting every centthatwe work for countg Parti communiste dy Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
be noreprisals against its workersmembers of the BCTGM (Bakey, to us and our families. | feel like,| montreal oC. H2V 4G9 Manitoba Committee CPC

. . d R . . K - QC, 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
The unionis seeking a pay increas€onfectionary, Tobacco Workerstoday, justice has been served.” | Email: pca@cpc-pec.caél: 438-338-8890  Toyfax: 204-586-7824
of 4,000 rupees ($73 Can.), buand Grain Millers) unionvoted 91  “Teamsters are proud to have B.C. Committee CPC Ontario Ciee. CPC
management has offered only 300@er cent in favour of accepting thehelped these workers bring thig 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 - 20" "0 = =) = MAK ING
. L . K X : 604-254-9836<cpinfo.bc@gmail.com " '

rupees ($55). packages, which Local 154Ginjustice to light. We will continue Edmonton PG Tel: 416-469-2446

president Bob Martin says includeto stand with them until all wages| gox 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC

<info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c

Strike at Rio’ s benefits and severance pay. Buthey have earned and are owed ajeEdmonton, AB, T6C 4N6 af:n ’}ftg'r‘]’i%"fiéﬁrgkgl5
Martin says the workers should baecovered,” said Sean Cedenio Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax:780-463-0209 =0 o v o'ocee
Olymp|c Park getting more from the company. principal officer of Teamsters | CalgayCPc Atlantic Region CPC
Kellogg announced lastLocal 570 in Baltimore. Calgary, AB, T2A 4L7 Tel: 403-248-6489 B0X 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0

. . L Tellfax: 902-542-7981
More than 2,300 constructionDecember that it would close the The settlementstemsfromaclask Saskatchewan CPC

workers were off the job April 4in 90-year-old cereal plant by theaction lawsuit filed in March 2013 @an:<mai|@communist-party-sk.ca> j
the second day of a strike that haend of this year. More than 500bringing claims to recover wages
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Report s expose Qat ar’s bloody disgrace

Morning Star (UK) “casual” workers, the police, guaranteeing workers’ rights andtournament and enforcing labour The case clearly backs ILO and
seafarers, agricultural workers an@onditions. standards carried outa“successfuinion warnings that the
At the football world body others, such that more than 90 F|FA reacted to the ITUC's inspection” of the site in Januarymechanisms Qatar has putin place
FIFA's executive committee percent of the workforce arephotographic evidence bythat managed to miss the plight ofvon’t be able to fulfil their
meeting, assembled bigwigs willbanned from combining. describing the situation asthe workers there, but has sincdunctions. Notonly are they limited
decide if they should do anything On top of that, Qatari labour “complex.” pledged to rehouse the workersn scope - failing to end the illegal
about the scandalous situation offwonjoiningunionsdoesntapply The so-called Supremeafter the ITUC complained to but near-ubiquitous practice of
migrant workers in Qatar. tothose in workplaces employingCommittee responsible for theFIFA. confiscating passports forinstance
Conservative estimates suggest dewer than 100 people, excluding - but they lack the enforcement
least4,000 workers could die beforéeven more workers. The ITUC mechanism to actually solve them.
a ball is even kicked in the 2022warns that Qatar is failing to fulfil The report outlines even more
World Cup - based on 1,200 deathgs obligations under the few jeg shocking evidence of abuse, saying
reported by the Indian and Nepalesénternational Labour Organisationfsg over 2,500 Indonesian maids a
embassies, only accounting forconventions it has signed. year are forced to flee from abusive
about half the migrant workforce. ~ FIFA’s willingness to respond f& sponsors and uncovering huge
As part of the International robustly whenabuse is uncoveret disparities in pay based on race.
Trade Union Confederation’s has also been thrown into doub “Qatar must change,” said ILO
protracted attempt to improve theby its reaction to ITUC general secretary Sharan Burrow.
conditions for workers in the allegations. A union delegation “FIFA can make a difference
World Cup host nation it has Visited the Al Wakrah Stadium by making the abolition of kafala
published a damning exposé ofite, finding 38 workers from (& and respect for international labour
the country’s employment systemndia, Nepal and Thailand living rights a condition of Qatar hosting
Under the kafala immigration “in squalor with mattresses on th the World Cup in 2022.
system, bosses enjoy near totdloor in makeshift rooms [§ “If FIFA demands that Qatar
control over the workers theyunderneath the bleachers of abolish kafala and respect
employ, including the ability to stadium seats”, despite much fundamental international rights,
stop them changing jobs or returrvaunted “charters” supposed| it will happen.”e
to their home countries.
As the ITUC’s gathered
i (14 . T o
oy o e v “Indigenous peoples will be the next target of Modi
commonplace abuses - from lousy
accommodation, withheld wage . companies can easily take controCongress-led coalitiontocometo She said the caste-based
and even physical beatings - foslBy Gurpreet Singh, Surrey, BC over natural resources in the tribabowgr with a majority. discrimination system has been
fear of retaliation, especiallywhen  Internationally acclaimed writer areas,” said Roy. “Since Modi has According to Roy, Modi has entrenched and modernised by
their bosses hold positions ofand social justice activist from displayed his brutality during the proved that he won’t back awayglobalization, and any suggestion
influence within Qatar’s ruling India, Arundhati Roy, has warnedanti-Muslim massacre, the bigfrom any military adventure, suchthat it has disappeared with
dynasty. that the Adivasis (Indigenouscorporations see him as their beshs Operation Green Hunt, launchetieconomic liberalisation”is amyth.
Evenwhenthey do pluck upthepeoples) will be the next targetbettoexpandtheirbusinessempireby the Congress government to Roy’s Booker Prize-winning
courage to complain to the labourafter Muslims if Narendra Modi  Modi, the Chief Minister of displace tribal populations in the1997 novel “The God of Small
department the dragged-out courtomes to power as Prime MinisterGujarat, is widely blamed for name of fighting against Maoist Things” touches upon this sensitive
proceedings or mediations arendia’s election is being held ininciting anti-Muslim violence in insurgency, but abandoned undeissue. The novel takes a dig at the
carried outin alanguage they don'stages from April 7 to May 12.  that state in 2002, following the public pressure. She pointed outeft parties, which Roy said have
understand. Some are even Roy, whowas in Vancouver toalleged attack on a train killing 59that many memorandums of
arrested on dubious grounds andttend the annual Indian SummeHindu passengers. Although onainderstanding signed between th
end up in prison. Festival, said in an interview with commission of enquiry found thatIindian state and corporate firms
Trade unionsin Qatar were onlythis correspondent that the Hindut was an accident caused by theould not be implemented, creating
made legal in 2004, but there araationalist Bhartiya Janata Party’scooking gas on the train, Hindugreat desperation among the big
still no collective bargaining candidate poses a threat to theationalists have maintained thabusinesses.
agreements in existence in theribal population, which continuesit was the result of an attack by Over 200 districts of India form
country. The laws exclude notonlyto resist the expansionism of theMuslim fundamentalists. the so-called “red corridor” where
migrant workers - 1.4 million corporate world in central India.  Modi is contesting the insurgents are engaged in violen
people in a population of justover  “The corporate firms will be too parliamentary election from two class struggle. These are the trib
two million with an estimated happy to back anyone in powerwhaidings, including Varanasi, the areas, where the Maoists enjo
500,000 more needed before 2022an use military force to crush thiscity known for Hindu pilgrimage. grassroots level support from
- but public-sector workers, resistance so that businesslis party hopes to oust theadivasis, who have endured
exploitation and oppression b
the ruling classes for years. The

area is rich with minerals, which 1
is reason enough to draw .
Peace! No to NATO! oo s sidmmano

to areas declared as liberatedlso failed to address this issue.
The USA and its NATO allies right of all peoples to decide tozones by the Maoist guerrillas inShe questioned the logic behind
are responsible for numeroudisengage their countries fromthi2010. Her essay, “Walking With celebrating Mahatma Gandhi as a
crimes and great destruction, foraggressive alliance; the Comrades,” gives a detailedsaint and the father of the Indian
brutal aggressions - as in-we reaffirm ouropposition to the account of this conflict. nation, despite his support for the
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq orexpansion of NATO, the Referring to a question on thecaste system, whichis “worse than
Libya - and interferences, as thosenilitarization of the European “selectivity” of the Indian justice the apartheid”.
carried outagainst Syria, orthreatsnion and its militarist and systemtowards minorities, Roysaid “It's a shame that the Indian
Ever since it was created 65as those against Iran. interventionist policies; the law treats Muslims, particularly society treats caste system as
years ago, NATO has been an The USA, NATO and the - we demand an end to the arm&ashmiris, differently as compareddivinely sanctioned,” she said.
imperialist political-military bloc, European Union - its Europeanrace, the deployment of the newto the ultra Hindu nationalists. She  She recently wrote the foreword
a key element in its strategy ofpillar - are responsible for theUS and NATO ‘anti-missile pointed out that BJP leader Varurfor “The Doctor and the Saint”, a
domination and exploitation, andgrowing militarization of system’inEurope, andfornuclearGandhi easily got away with hisbook based on Dr. B.R.
of confrontation with the then international relations and thedisarmament, the completeanti-Muslimrhetoric duringthelast Ambedkar’s paper “Annihilation
USSR and socialist countries.  promotion of an escalation ofdestruction of weapons of masslection, whereas Muslim candidateof Caste” and his conflict with
NATO is responsible for the tension and war against thedestruction and an end to foreigimran Masood was promptly Mahatma GandHi.Through
unending arms race, and the USAovereignty of peoples and themilitary bases; charged for making an alleged hat&andhi’s own writings | have
and its allies are responsible foindependence of States, whether we demand the immediatespeech against Modi. proved how wrong he was on the
over two thirds of the planet’s in the Middle East, Africa, the Farwithdrawal of all troops from  Roy participated in a campaignissue of caste,” Roy said.
military expenditure. The USA East or in Latin America. Afghanistan and other countriesseekingamnesty for Afzal Guru,a Ambedkar was the architect of
and NATO countries promote the  Atthe time when 65 years haveunder imperialist aggression;  Kashmiri militant who was hangedthe Indian constitution and a radical
expansion of their worldwide elapsed since the creation of we reaffirm our solidarity with in 2013. She added that the Indiasocial activist. Born in a Dalit
network of military bases andNATO - in a world situation the peoples that resiststate wanted to satisfy the(Untouchables) family, he
seek to extend their zones oimarked by the crisis of capitalism,imperialism’s occupations, collective consciousness of theencountered prejudices at the
influence. by imperialism’s exploitative, anti- aggressions and interferences; society and show the people ohands of “upper caste” Hindus,
Proclaiming its overtly democratic and aggressive we call uponthe workers and theKashmir that it can do anything,and was locked in a tussle with
offensive strategic concept, NATOoffensive, by complex processepeoples of the whole world toeven if it means hanging a wrongGandhiover the issue. Gandhiwas
has extended the territorial scop@f realignment of forces on aworldstrengthen the struggle for peaceperson. She was once charged faspposed to Untouchability, but
of its actions of interference, level, and by the resistance anagainst war and NATO, for thesedition for suggesting that thewas not against the caste system.
aggression and occupationstruggle of the workers and theconstruction of a future of peacedisputed territory of Kashmir is Ambedkar rose to become aleader
thereby deepening its role as th@eoples: progress and social justice, wher@ot an integral part of India, aof the Dalit emancipation move-
armed wing of the big transnational We demand the dissolution ofeach people may freely decide itstatement which outraged thement in India, and is still revered
monopolies. NATO and support the sovereignown future.® Hindu right-wing forces. by the oppressed groups.

Statement co-signed by fifty
Communist and Workers’
Parties, including the
Communist Party of
Canada; for complete list
visit http://solidnet.org
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The victims of the capitalist workplace

Some of the most outrageousninistry of labour hired a westernjumped sharply lastyearin Alberta,behind three children in their
and widely reported cases oflaw firm to conduct an urgentfrom 145 in 2012, up to 188 in devastated families. The sawmill

April 28 is the annual day to workplace deaths take place irreview, and Hassan al-Thawadi2013. Theriseis being attributedtds majority-owned by Oregon-
commemorate workers killed anddeveloping countries. Just beforechief executive of the World Cup more deaths caused by occupationdlased Hampton Affiliates.
injured onthe job, an event mainlythe Day of Mourning in 2013, the organising committee, said thediseases picked up by exposure to Just three months later, an
marked in Canada by the tradecollapse of the Rana Plaza buildindindings would be treated with thesmoke, dust and chemicals - 99 irexplosion at a Lakeland Mills plant
union movement rather thanin Bangladesh claimed the lives ofutmost seriousness, vowing thatth€013, compared to 58in 2012. Thén Prince George killed two
politicians who supposedly over1,000badly exploited garmentournament would not be built “on 2013 death total falls just short ofworkers and injured 23.
representworking people. The Dayworkers. The shocking death tollthe blood of innocents”. the 189 miners killed in the tragicWorkSafeBC is expected to hand
of Mourning was officially wasmadefarworse by management Nepalese migrants make upHillcrest mine disaster of 1914 - aover that investigation file to the
recognized by the federalinsistence that workers enter theboutone-sixth of Qatar's2 milionyear that saw a total of 221Crown in the near future for

By Kimball Cariou

government in 1991, eight yearsbuilding, despite obvious signs thaforeign workers. Verified figures employee deaths, resulting in thepotential charges.

after it was launched by theitwascrumblingand shifting. Many for the 2013 death rates amongreation of Alberta’s Workers’
Canadian Labour Congress. Thef the transnational clothingthose from India, Pakistan, SriCompensation Board.

The B.C. Federation of Labour
and the United Steelworkers want

Day of Mourning has since woncompanies which source much of.anka and elsewhere have yet to Alberta Federation of Labour the “Westray Mine provision” in

recognition by about 80 othertheir product from Bangladesh areemerge.
countries around the world.

The Conservative government
of Stephen Harper puts the
emphasis on otherissues, howeve
The government is providing
taxpayer funding for construction
in the National Capital Region of
a“monumentto liberty”, to honour
the “victims of communism”. But
as many have pointed out
(including the Communist Party
of Canada and Green Party MF
Elizabeth May), the Tories have
no interest in such a tribute to the
victims of capitalism, in Canada
or on a global scale.

The International Labor
Organization (ILO) estimates that
each year about 2.3 million
workers die from job-related
accidents and diseases, includin
close to 360,000 fatal accidents
and an estimated 1.95 million fatal
work-related diseases. That mean
an average of nearly 1 million
workers will suffer a workplace
accident every day, and arounc
5,500 workers will die due to an
accident or disease from theit
work.

In economic terms it is

“Mourn for
the Dead
and

Fight like
hell for the
living!”

- Mother Jones

@ oy .u'ﬁl:' K

president Gil McGowan says theCanada’s Criminal Code to be used
number of deaths frommore often to prosecute
occupational diseases may beompanies. That legislation to
much higher. “If the governmentcreate the workplace criminal
and the Workers Compensatiomegligence offence was adopted
Board took the same step withafter a 1992 explosion at Nova
other groups of workers, asthey'veScotia’s Westray underground
taken with firefighters, thenthey’d coal mine killed 26 men.
recognize that there’s a heck of a In the Westray case, workers
lot more people who are dyingwere repeatedly sentinto the mine
from work-related cancers,” heby managers who fully knew the
said recently. dangers of coal dust explosions.
A 2010 AlbertaHealth ServicesThe Westray provision was
study suggested more than 76Mhtended to crack down on the
workplace cancers are developedhost egregious such cases.
inthe province each year and there Butthe provisionis notworking
are about2,700 Albertans currenthas hoped. The threshold for
living with cancer related to their criminal workplace negligence is
jobs, McGowan noted. very high, requiring “wanton and
Over the past decade, Albertaeckless disregard” for the lives or
consistently had one of the highessafety of workers, according to the
worker fatality rates in the country, Criminal Code. To prove criminal
but prosecutions of workplacebehaviour inthe eyes of Canada’s
safety violations have been rarecapitalistlegal system, some proof
according to a series of articles irof deliberate intent is required,
the Calgary Herald beyond wrongful conduct or
Former Alberta Employment omission.
Minister Thomas Lukaszuk said In the Babine Forest Products
his workplace investigatorscase, the owners say that a wood
forward cases to Crown lawyersdust explosion had never before
forreview. But Lukaszuk claimed blown up an entire sawmill in
that, as a politician, he could notBritish Columbia. That gives them

estimated that about four per cen
of the annual global Gross c c
Domestic Product, or US$1.25 Day of Mournlng Aprll 28 2014
trillion, is siphoned off by direct the minister said. “At the end of explosion, and that they had taken
and indirect costs of occupational the day, I'm not in the business ofreasonable measures to mitigate
accidents and diseases such as lastill resisting efforts to make them  But workplace deaths, injuriesgenerating numbers of pro-hazards they did foresee.
working time, workers’ pay full compensation for the and disease are not just a “thirdsecutions. I'm not in the business Suchtechnicalities and evasions
compensation, the interruption ofdisaster, or to allow their employeesvorld” problem. of convictions." bring little comfort to the families
production and medical expenseso organize into effective trade For example, the U.S. oil and In neighbouring British and friends of the 977 workers

Hazardous substances cause amions. gasindustry -and miningingeneralColumbia, 149 workers died fromwho died across Canada in
estimated 651,000 deaths, mostly Meanwhile, the UKGuardian - are becoming increasinglyinjuries or diseases during 2013.workplace accidents during 2012,
in the developing world. Thesenewspaper has carried detailedlangerous according to There has been wide publicup from 919 the previous year.
numbers may be greatly under—reports aboutthe situation in Qatarpreliminary data. The year 2012anger over the B.C. Criminal This represents more than 2.7
estimated due to inadequatevhere 185 Nepalese workers lossaw more on-the-job fatalities inJustice Branch decision that naleaths every single day. Over the
reporting and notification systemstheir lives during 2013. Since thethe sector than ever, with numbergharges would be laid in a deadly20 year period from 1993 to 2012,
in many countries. Gulf state kingdom was awardedumping to 183 compared to 112sawmill explosion in Burns Lake. 18,039 people in Canada lost their

Data from industrialized the 2022 World Cup, 382 migrantin 2011. The figure represents 24.Robert Luggi Jr. and Carl Charlielives due to work-related causes,
countries show that constructionNepalese workers have died in théatalities per 100,000 workers. Inwere killed in the January 2012an average of 902 deaths per year.
workers are three to four timespasttwo years. Atleast 36 of thoseomparison, agriculture, forestry,explosion, which injured another  There is no monument to these
more likely than other workers to deaths were registered in the weekfishing and hunting sectors repor20 workers at the Babine Foresvictims of capitalism, and rarely
die from accidents at work. following the global outcry after 21.2 deaths for the same numbeProducts sawmill. Each man leftare the killers brought to justice.
Occupational lung disease inthe Guardian's revelations, and of employed.
mining and related industriesthe numbers are still rising. In 2011, according to the U.S.
arising from asbestos, coal and The revelations forced SeppBureau of Labor Statistics, 4,693 it
silica exposure is still a concern inBlatter, the president of FIFA (theworkers were killed on the job - an e
many countries. Asbestos alonénternational Football Association) average of 13 every day - and an : x
claims about 100,000 deaths everyo promise that the sport would notestimated 50,000 died from = '
year and the figure is rising. turnablind eye totheissue. Qatar®ccupational diseases. U.S| Ea I"b\"a N“EStra

workers suffer an additional 7.6 =

millionto 11.4 million jobinjuries :
and ilinesses each year. The cost
of job injuries and illnesses is
estimated at $250 billion to $300
billion a year.

The risk varies widely, from a
high of from 12.4 fatalities per
100,000 workers in North Dakota, B : .
to 1.2 fatalities per 100,000 in About Vancouwers "La Trova Nuestra
New HampShiI’e. Latino WOI‘keI’S Lav Froes Mepestn k= II'|I'-|l-\.I'\-|I'l_| al 20 sndividua trevadores who g
continue to face increased risk
with a job fatality rate of 4.0 per
100,000 workers in 2011.

Nor is the story much different
in Canada, including the province
of Alberta, where the resource

press for charges, even when safetyloophole to argue that they could
infractions are found. not have reasonably foreseen that
“Justice is nota numbers game,’sawdust would cause a catastrophic

Friday, April 25, 8 pm
"La Pennia Nuestra’

Centre For Soclalist Educatbon, Vancouwes
TG Clark Drive (Clark and Georgia st
S10 Entry

="

I LA Aol F
"Never Again War"
People's Voice 2014 Calendar

To order a copy of the People’s Voice 2014 Anti-First World War
Calendar, send $15 (includes postage and handling) to People’s  sector monopolies reap huge™ hanges within the continent of Latin Amaerica bnday La Trova Muestra

Praiy across Latp Arveetos i pnowy peshde i Yanoowyver D hese Dronacdapps
are the keepers of oo mastcal troddon wheh beaan weth ploneers of thae
werrmoular siomg La Troass Moessdra incorporivtes this srsdibiominterplayinge
wnuste and poedry AL s foomidlation b the essemnce of o s CLlare N

ferprelig daily exgeression.. an expresshon witly orpgins decgs witlsin La

Harzs Mesticcn crmlxedd rdois) of Latin Armerico - an expression ol the esgplo
VOiCe, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3]1 . Contact us at prOfitS. ST T TORTOth s R TR S0 TIIAL DB BRI 1IN, AL A positr)
604-255-2041 or pvoice@telus.net for bulk order prices. The number ofworkplace deaths

Vs pledizing toe a betder wisrk
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Greece sinking deeper into
capit alist crisis

According to a report by finishing in commercial and repayments on bank loans.
Panagiotis Grigoriou in the April industrial buildings.
7, 2014 issue ofLe Monde

Burnaby, BC

Mother’'s Day Pancake

And 2014 has not started well Breakfast, 10am, Sunday, May
“lwas earning as much as 6,000New austerity measures may cut-2; Proceeds to PV Drive, back
diplomatiquethe economic crisis euros a month. We were workinghis mother’s pension, and like adt 5435 Kincaid St., last call for
continues to deepen in Greece. around the clock, including third of all Greeks, Manolis no Pancakes 12 noon. Allyou can

“The jobs aren'tthere any more.weekends. Sometimes | even hatbnger has health insurance. €&t $12 adults, $8 under 12.
Anyone lucky enough to find work to turn jobs down,” said Manolis. ~ Yannis, ajournalistwith more SPonsored by Burnaby Club
must accept whatever rate of pay In 2010 he laid off his three than 25 years’ experience waPC, 604-294-6775.
they are offer,” says Grigoriou. labourers, thinking that businessarning 2,000 euros a month unti

He writes that in 2007 a groupwould pick up in a couple of years.he lost his job in 2010. For a !
of young Greeks launched theln 2011 he hadto move house, likg/ear, he received benefits of 450Annual Earth Day rally, 11
G700 movement to protest themany Greeks, because the flaturos a month, and because cim-3 pm, Grandview Park
typical graduate starting salary ofwhere his family lived was too compensation paid by his former(1200 block Commercial Drive)
700 euros a month. By 2013 eversmall for his mother to move in employer he was able to survive 3 Trova Nuestra, evening of
this low pay seemed a fortune, anavith them; his wife had been madeuntil January 2012, when used_atin American music,
the organisation was disbandingredundant, and they needed hishe last of his savings. Headmission $10, 8 pm, Friday,
“What we once called the 700mother’s pension of 1,000 euros aeceived one job offer, from april 25, Centre for Socialist
euro threshold has been smashechonthto survive. He finally closed former colleagues who set up adycation, 706 Clark Drive.
700 a month now seems like a vaghe company in 2012, selling hisself-financed newspaper €o
sum. Today, our personal quesvan to buy a car. Unemployed,operative. Joining would involve :
comes down to survival.” with no benefits, Manolis plannedputting up start-up money of gitSSIaAr?r:l_'jfs 61010 acrg_ri Ft))rgll

Unemployment in Greece hasto work in the black market, usingbetween 1,000 and 2,000 euros, o (Strathéona) 604-254-
reached 30%, bringing thethe car to carry his materials andblus working for three month5993'2 or 604-526-5160
percentage of the population notools. without pay. He said no. Refreshments available '
participating in economic life  Manolis thought he would get In 2012 Yannis gota new job at _ ) '
(including the unregistered by, even if he only worked five a major daily that had just foundLeft Film Night, and annual
unemployed and students) todays a month; but he didn't getan investor, and signed anPasta Dinner for the PV Fund
56.4%. Since 2008 wages in theeven that much work, except for andividual contract for 1,000 eurosPrive, Sunday, April 27, dinner
public sector have fallen by 25%.month building a hotel in Austria, a month. After four months they & Pm ($15), film at 7 pm, at the

The journalist interviewed paid only 60% of whatan Austrianstopped paying salaries on timeCSE, 706 Clark Drive. For film
“Manolis”, who ran a small would have earned. Today he oweBefore the crisis, the paper hadletails andmore information,
construction firm for more than 20around 20,000 euros in socialB00 employees; now there areall 604-255-2041.
years, specialising in interior security insurance, back tax andewer than 200. By the end ofMay Day March and Rally,

Spring Bazaar (Yard Sale),

People’s Voice Victory
Banquet, Sat., May 31, doors
open 6 pm, Russian Hall, 600
Campbell Ave. For tickets, ph.
604-254-9836.

Toronto, ON

May Day of Action, Thursday,
May 1,5:30 pm, rallyand march
starting at City Hall, ending at
Little Norway Park in solidarity
with striking workers at Porter
(Queens Quay and Bathurst).

Setting the stage for change,

May Day 2014 political and
cultural evening, Sat., May 3,
6:30 pm at Steelworkers Hall,
25 Cecil St. Free admission,
speakers, live music, poetry
and dance, food and
refreshments, organized by the
United May Day Committee.

Women’s Labour History

Walking Tour , Sunday, May
4,10-11:30am, meetatcorner
of Spadina and College,
highlighting the struggles of
labour and feministmovements
from the 1850s to the present.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every

May 1-15 issue: Thursday, April 17
May 16-31 issue: Thursday, May 8

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
<pvoice@telus.net>

People'sVoice deadline$

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca

www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
rebelyouth-magazine.blogspot.com
http://solidnet.org

ANNUAL
MOTHER'S
DAY

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

10 am, Sunday, May 11

(last call for pancakes - noon)

$12.00 (kids under 12 $8.00)
Back to Burnaby location

5435 Kincaid St. Burnaby

Canada Way
to Vancouver

<« Proceeds
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b
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Royal Oak

2013, the company owed YannisThursday, May 1, 5:30 pm from
and his colleagues five months’14th & Commercial, to Grand-
pay. The management put forwardsiew Park (1200 block of
a rescue plan cutting salaries byCommercial), Vancoiuver &
30%. Those who signed up agree@istrict Labour Council.

not to take any individual or

collective action against the paper
until August 2014. When Yannis

and others refused, the

Toronto Mayworks Festival Program
management stopped their salaries.

Greece is rarely in the North Toronto’s 29th annual Mayworks Festival of Working People
American news these days. But and the Arts will take place from May 1-15 at various GTA
the grim reality of the capitalist |ocations. The Festival will kick off at the annual May Day
economic crisis has not rally in solidarity with workers, immigrants, Indigenous
disappearede peoples, and other communities engaged in working-class

struggles. This year’'s multidisciplinary program features
- visual arts exhibits, film screenings, dance performances,
CIA INn
Latin

community panels & workshops. For full details of the wide-
AMerica... Figods and Karl Marx...

ranging activities, visit mayworks.ca/2014-festival-program.
continued from page 7 Continued from page 7

Spain, the thousands and millions Let’s not forget that Engels discussed how unecological practices
of workers out of work in Spain, might produce_ floods, even before the onset of extreme weather
that the Greeks, that all thosg’roduced by climate change. .

peoplein all the world, know what InThe Dlale.ctlcs Of Na’gur‘ee noted: “When, on the southern slopes
we're doing? Can you imaginec’f the mountains, the Italians of the Alps used up the plne_forests o)
that these people get to know whdarefully cherished on the northern slopes, they had no inkling that by
Chavez is? Or who Fidel is? Or ofdoing so they were ... thereby depriving their mountain springs of water
the things we're doing here? offor the greater part o_f the year, with the effect that_ these _vvould be _able
the things we're doing with so few to pour still more furious flood torrents on the plains during the rainy
resources, only the will to makeS€asons.’®

revolution and share the wealth? . .

What will happen to capitalism?YCL on enVIronment Crislis...

How much longer will capitalism
last, which has to spend billions ofcontinued from page 3
dollars, every day, to build its
image and fool the people? Whatnion, Japan, and major capitalist countries have the first obligation
would happen if the people knewincluding the unrestricted transfer of eco-friendly technologies and
who we really are? What is theeven climate reparations.

Cuban Revolution, really,andwhat These major aspects of the environmental crisis and climate change
is the Venezuelan Revolution?cannot be resolved under the capitalist system, making the question of
Because, ifyou talked to a Spaniar@ocialism so urgent! As we said in the editorial of the December 2013
and asked him about Chavez, an&ebel Youth magazine, “given the global character of contemporary
he gives you a terrible opinion ofcapitalism, struggles waged in each country must be combined to an
Chavez, because it's whatthey'veever greater extent with coordinated regional and global forms of
constructed in his mind. And youstruggle. An international democratic and anti-imperialist front is
meet an unemployed person whairgently required ...based on the principles of peace, non-aggression,
tells you that Chavez is a bad guyand global disarmament; respect for the sovereignty of all states; for the
because the media have convincegdquality and rights of all nations, large and small, the peaceful coexistence
him of that, but if these peopleof different social systems, and the Universal Declaration of Human
knew how things really were! SoRights; fair and balanced trade and economic cooperation; respect and
they can’t allow that such promotion of cultural diversity; and protection of the environment.”
formidable enemies as ourselveThis should act as a framework for understanding our work with
should be there, at the doore.. international youth coalitions and federatioms.

Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.
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“Industrial civilisation headed for collapse”

From the April 2014 issue of

Socialist Voice (Ireland) : h )
just above subsistence levels.

the wealth, is only allocated a smalktretching of resources due to theapitalist system. For the systensubsidisation to finance non-
portion of it by elites, usually at or strain placed on the ecologicalto survive it needs continuousprofitable industries and services,
carrying capacity and the economigyrowth: it needs to expand into oldR&D, and renewable energy

Did anyone read aboutthe study [4] “While some members of stratification of society into Elites and new markets. Once it hasystems - in short, without a
partly funded by NASA that says society might raise the alarm thatand Masses,” or, as we wouldusurped and extracted resourceplanned economy - industrial
“industrial civilisation is headed the system is moving towards ardescribe it, the stratification of both raw materials and labour, itcivilisation is headed for an
for irreversible collapse”? It was impending collapse and thereforesociety into two main classes, thosenust find new sources and newirreversible collapse.

reportedinth&uardian(London) advocate structural changes tavho own the means of productionarmies of workers to exploit.
society in order to avoid it, Elites (the bourgeoisie) and those who Theraisond’etre ofthe capitalistDoomsdayish; however, this

in March.

This may seem very

Reading through the article, land their supporters, who opposednust sell their labour power (thesystemiis the creation of profit. Thescientific research should not be

couldn’t but wonder how | had making these changes, could poinproletariat or working class).
heard all this before. Was it on
RTE; maybe the BBC or Sky? - No,
Idon’tthink so. Th&untheTimes

orthelndependent?No, not quite.
Maybe it was awoman in front of a
television camera telling me abou
the imminent collapse of wester
civilisation, appealing for help? -
No, definitely not.

Then it dawned on me - of
course, how did | not see this
before! It has been a guiding
principle of the communist
movement since the time of Mar
and Engels. | couldn’t believe it:
there it was in black and white.

For me the title could just have
easily read “Socialism or
barbarism.” For this was the basi
conclusion of the interdisciplinary
research project carried out by a
team of applied mathematicians and
natural and social scientists. Giver,
that this was a study set up by th
US government (though NASA has
explained that the conclusions i
the paper are those of the autho
alone and not of NASA), some
people might be very sceptical of
its findings. Well, the best thing to
do will be to lay out some of the
main findings and for people to
make their own judgement.

1%

n

trajectory of capitalist industries passed off as irrelevant, or given a
over the past century and a half haypical Irish response: Ah, sure
been the monopolisation ofit'llbe grand. Itiswe, the ordinary
competitive industries, negatinganypeople and the billions of us
theoretically utopian capitalistideasharing the planet, who will be hit
of markets being fully competitive first, beginning in the poorest parts
and thus being the most efficientof the world.

system of allocating resources. The The study suggests thatthe elite,
benefits of free trade andbecause oftheirwealth,willbethe
competitionweretobe arewardfolast to feel the effect of this
consumers and society, with pricegollapse, as they will be best
dropping to an equilibrium point, insulated from the economic and
which meant that companiesenvironmental catastrophesand so
wouldn’t earn long-term profits but will be the most reluctantto change
would cover their cost for the system. So, in the end, we are
production, reproduction, andreally only left with the choice of
wages. barbarism or socialism.

However, asystem designedto Social democracy and other
maximise profit means thatideas of bourgeois democracy will
competition will always drive onlyleadusupablindalley. Thisis
towards monopoly, cartels andnot a time for anarchy but for the
collusion as profits and super-tightestorganisation of workersinto
profits are extracted most indisciplined sections of the working
monopoly firms. Thisinturn makesclass to challenge and overthrow
those companies price-makershe power ofan elite who are willing
(with the price set by the firm) to sacrifice modern civilisation to
rather than price-takers (with thekeep their lion’s share of the wealth
price set by the market), thuscreated by society.
allowing for a greater proportion | believe it is only within the
of the wealth created by society taevolutionary communist and
be distributed to the owners andvorkers’ movements that a
shareholders of firms, rather tharcollapse can be avoided - if the
to the workers or the generalrate of depletion of nature per
population. capita is reduced to a sustainable

[1] “The project identifies the to the long sustainable trajectory The language used is very Without having a say in whatlevel, and if resources are
most salient interrelated factorsso farin support of doing nothing.” academic - not surprisingly - butfirms should and should notdistributed in a reasonably

which explain civilisational
decline, and which may helpand population can

[5] “Collapse can be avoidedthe Marxist sentiment, whether byproduce, without accountability or equitable fashion; because only a
reachaccident or design, is certainlysanctions on companies that dgplanned economy, with the

determine the risk of collapseequilibriumifthe per capitarate of present. Being an academic papegxploit and do pollute the socialisation and public ownership

today: namely,

Population, depletion of nature is reduced to at doesn’t pretend to give anyenvironment, without democraticand control of the main means of

Climate, Water, Agriculture, and sustainable level, and if resourceguidance on the changes needestructures inthe work-place as welproduction, which is at the core of

Energy.”
[2] “These factors can lead toequitable fashion.”
collapse when they converge to

are distributed in a reasonablyto avoid a collapse, just that it caras inlocal and central governmentthe ideas of the communist
be avoided if the “rate of depletionwithout public ownership of the movement, has the capacity to deal
If we were to substitute suchofnatureisreducedtoasustainablmain means of production, andwiththe monumentaltask aheadin

generate two crucial socialterms as bourgeoisie, proletariatlevel, and if resources arewithout a system of cross-a systematic fashion.

features: “the stretching ofworking class, class struggle fordistributed in a reasonably
resources due to the strain placeticcumulation, exploitation, equitable fashion.”
on the ecological carrying socialisation of the main meansof Marxist publications such as
capacity’; and “the economicproduction,” then all of a suddenMonthly Review, Marxism-
stratification of society into Elites this turns into a loaded document.eninism Today and the
and Masses (or ‘Commoners’).” that strikes at the core of theCommunist Party of Ireland’s
[3]“. .. accumulated surplus is capitalist system. Socialist Voicénave long insisted
not evenly distributed throughout In a way it does so by the verythat the crisis of the environment, In recent weeks, Canadian journalists have been weighing the
society, but rather has beerfact that it clearly states the twothe depletion of resources and the guestion, “What has been achieved in the Afghan War during the past
controlled by an elite. The mass oimain reasons for the impendinguneven distribution of wealth are yyelve years?” Analysing the success of the war against the Taliban is
the population, while producing crisis ofindustrial civilisation: “the due to the very nature of the very challenging. Unfortunately, the tragic harm to the vulnerable

childrﬁn o;‘ the cr(])untry as I? result ofthedw?]r is overlooked. An enf1inhent
British military historian has estimated that in war, 70-90% of the
NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

r

Children in war-torn  Afghanistan,
victims of malnutrition

By Roy L. Piepenburg, Edmonton

Reliable United Nations figures show that, overall, the Afghan
people are suffering from insufficient protein or general malnutrition.
“Malnutrition rates have risen by 50% or more compared with 2012.
The malnutrition ward at Helmand Province’s Bost Hospital has
been admitting 200 children a month for severe, acute malnutrition
- four times more than in January, 2012.”

“As children grow, they need iodine to enable proper brain
development. According to a UNICEF/GAIN report, “iodine
deficiency is the most prevalent cause of brain damage worldwide.
Itis easily preventable, and through ongoing targeted interventions,
can be eliminated.”

As recently as 2009, 70% of Afghan children faced an iodine
deficiency. “Universal Salt lodization (USI) is recognized as a
simple, safe and cost-effective measure in addressing iodine
deficiency. The World Bank reports that it costs $.05 per child, per
year. The cost of maintaining one U. S. soldier has recently risen to
2.1 million dollars per year. The amount of money spent to keep
three U. S. soldiers in Afghanistanin 2014 could almost over the cost
of afouryear program to deliver fortified foods to 15 million Afghan
people.”

“Non-military aid to Afghanistan, sent by the U. S. since 2002,
now approaches 100 billion dollars.” We should be asking our
federal government how Afghanistan could be receiving such vast
sums of non-military aid and yet still struggle with severe, acute
malnutrition among children under age five.

casualties are civilians.
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