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F-35 scandal 9 Profits skyrocket

The Conservatives lied big-time ' | Corporate profits in Canada ar
Galloway S baCk' back to pre-crisis levels, soarin

about the cost of the F-35 fighter-
bomber project. But the real Geoge Gallowaywho was banned past $250 billion during 201
guestion goes deeper thaory from Canada by the Harp&ories, is Meanwhile, unemployment
sleaze - Canada does not need back in the British House of Commons remains stuck over 7%, leaving
these killing machines at any price. after a stunning byelection victory millions looking for work.
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Oppal Inquiry “deeply flawed and illegitimate”

First, the province set the termghatthe recentresignation of Robyn “In closing,” says the Letter, appropriate manner. Our
of reference without consulting Gervais, the lawyer hired to“we reiterate our disappointmentorganizations will continue to

Inapowerful Open Letterissuedany of the affected parties. Therepresent “Aboriginal interests”in the Missing Women support the families of the
on April 10, fifteen Aboriginal, legal Commission was restricted toat the Inquiry, has reinforced theirCommission of Inquiry, which missing women and will work
and social justice groups haveexamining the criminal justice concerns. Gervais had cited theontinues to lose relevance andogether going forward to ensure
officially withdrawn from the system and its handling of theCommission’s unwillingness to credibility. Ensuring that the that real change happens for the
Missing Women Commission of Pickton investigation, but not thegive enough time and weight toCommission proceeds with thevulnerable women of the

PV Vancouver Bureau

Inquiry, chaired by Wally Oppal. systemic issues leading toevidence
women’s witnesses.

The move signals dissatisfactioomarginalized
with the “deeply flawed and vulnerability to violence, or the
illegitimate process” which has epidemic of missingand murdere™
costthe Commission “all credibility women in British Columbia.
among (the) organizations that No lawyers were provided for
work with and are comprised of theorganizations and community
very women most affected by themembers who represent cruci:
issues this Inquiry is charged withperspectives, even though 2

from Aboriginal maximumamountofevidence anddowntown Eastside.”

inputavailableisliterallyamatter The Letter was signed by:
of life and death for the Aboriginal Front Door Society;
marginalized women who Amnesty International Canada;
continue to experience extremelyAtiraWomen'’s Resource Society;
dangerous situations on a dailyB.C. Civil Liberties Association;
basis in the Downtown EastsideBattered Women’s Support
and throughout the province, andServices; Downtown Eastside Sex
we are extremely upset that theNorkers United Against Violence

investigating.” publicly funded lawyers have
When this Inquiry was finally represented police  an(

called, the groups expected it to bgovernment interests. s TO P

a “meaningful and inclusive The lack of protection for Y|QLENCE

process” that would respect andiulnerable witnesses hasrecreat A G AINST

honour the expertise of womenmany of the barriers that wome WOMEN

Aboriginal people, sexworkersandface when requiring police

other community members with protection. Instead, Oppal grante

important insight and knowledgesignificant protections for people

to share. However, they haveconvicted of assaulting the women

concluded that the Inquiry hasthat the Commission was hoping

repeated the same discriminationo hear from.

and exclusion thatitwas supposed There have been many exampl

to uncover. of delayed and incomplete

PEOPLE'S VOICE FUND DRIVE: $50,000
Women have been goingdisclosure of evidence, such as .
missing for decades (befo?e ar?dhe failure to order the disclosure What dO you get for your medla dO”arS?

after the Pickton serial murders),of an important book written by
and Aboriginal women, sexLori Shenher, a lead police Most People’s Voicereaders business spin on most of theabused and divided by the
workers, and women living in investigator on the Pickton file. have access to a wide range ofontent. corporate media.
poverty continue to face extreme The provincial government’s mediasources, fromthe daily press Compare that toPeople’s Isn’t that worth making a
violence and profound barriers todeadline of June 30, 2012, for theéo commercial TV and radio, butVoice Twice monthly, and much donation to our annual Fund
reporting their victimization to Commissioner’s report, says thealso alternatives found on theless paper - with very different Drive? We urge you to think about
police. Government funding cutsOpen Letter, isan arbitrary timelinelnternet or through local content. Lookingthrough our2011how much you spend for other
to support groups like PACE which “cannotand will not provide cooperative and non-profit outlets.archives, for example, you cannews sources, and then see if you
(Providing Alternatives for an appropriately diligent Under capitalism, most of this find significant coverage of manycan match that amount with a
Counselling and Educationexaminationofallrelevantissues."costs money. A one-yearkey issues and struggles facingheque to People’s Voice. Your
Society) and PEERS (Prostitutes Recently there have beensubscriptiontoth&lobe and Mail working people: solidarity with solidarity will help keep usin print
Empowerment Education Resourcashocking allegations of sexismands now about $480; for thethe workers locked out by USandin action for the next 90 years
Society) may soon force thesemarginalization of witnesses byVancouver Suthe costis $260, or Steel in Hamilton, analysis of theof the working class press in
organizations to shut their doorsformer Commission staff, $190 for theToronto StarThere “growing gap” between the rich Canada!
following the closure of women'’s “replicating the exact exclusion andare valid reasons to get the dailyand poor, the negative impact of As of April 7, when our latest
organizations across the provincediscrimination that led to this press delivered to your door. Butcorporate tax cuts, thefigures were compiled, we have
The problems with the OppalInquiry being called in the first for the hefty price, you get a lot oftremendous experience of theeceived $18,321, which brings us
Commission have been growinginplace.” paper - with more corporateCanadiandelegation atthe Worldo 36.6% of our $50,000 goal.
number. The fifteen organizations sayadvertising than news, and a proFestival of Youth and Students,Leading the way is Ontario, which
the biggest wave of mass strikehias nowturnedin $8,126, followed
in history, left alternatives in the by British Columbia with $5385.
federal election, resistance to théAlberta supporters have already
imperialistwar against Libya, theturned in $3030, along with $500
Tory spy operation againstfromManitoba, $730from Quebec,
Aboriginal activists... and much $120 from the Atlantic region, and

Pe Ople ! S more. $80 from Saskatchewan. Another
But your one year subscription$350in donations has arrived from

to People’s Voicecosts just $30 generous U.S. friends.
(less if you are in a low-income Remember to mark your
bracket). As we explained in ourcalendars for our annual Mother’s
previous issue, that covers printingDay Pancake Breakfast held by the
Printed in Canada by union labour and mailing, but not much more. ToBurnaby Club (Sunday, May 12, 10
A L === L] JANUARY 1-15, 2000 » VOLUME & « NUMBER 1 51 keep reaching out to thousands ofim-1pm, 5435 Kincaid St., Burnaby,
progressive activists across th&12), and the June 2 Victory
country, we print and circulate Banquet at the Russian Hall in

"People Power"

e 0 p e 0 venues. It all costs money, but it'sthe first five weeks of this year’s
worth it to help educate and uniteFund Drive, but now we need to
k T 0 working people who are ignored,pick up the pace®
helps block W10 . __________,

bundles of papers for picket linesVancouver.
| Here's my contribution |

Commission has not chosen tdSociety; Ending Violence
implement measures to allow forAssociation of British Columbia;
this. We are angry that millionsFeb. 14th Women’s Memorial
of dollars continue to be spentMarch Committee; First Nations
on the Inquiry, and yet the Summit; PACE; Pivot Legal
Province and Commissioner wereSociety; Union of B.C. Indian
not able to provide adequateChiefs; Union Gospel Mission;
funding for Community Group West Coast LEAF; WISH Drop-in
Participants to participate in anCentre Society®

Marking 90th anniversary of the working class press

Prodétaires o fows fes pays, unises-vous!  Ofooakewak sio bireakinebd momawennean  Workers af all loads, rafie!

The war for oil
in Chechnya...
See page 5
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I Name

Our series of front pages from the files of the working class press continues with the first issue I Address
published during the 21st century. The January 1-15, 2000, issue of People’s Voice covered the |

historic demonstration against the World Trade Organization meetings in Seattle. Tens of | City/town
thousands of environmentalists, trade unionists, Aboriginal peoples, women, students, seniors, and

other community activists rallied on Nov. 30, derailing the WTO talks and slowing the drive towards Prov
corporate globalization. Many PV readers were at the Seattle protest, handing out thousands of I

copies ofthe paperand carrying banners. Othertopics reported in thisissue included the role of Big I sendyour contributiorto:

Oil in the Chechnya crisis, the Liberal “clarity legislation” attack against Quebec’s right of self- | People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1
determination, and the rising trend of police brutality in Canada. e

Postal Code
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BC teachers struggle enters next st age

By Kimball Cariou Liberal government's Bi_II 22, an imprc_)vements ir_1 classrc_)omhas pointed out that Jago'sadvertising, public meetings, _a_nd
omnibus piece of legislation whichteaching and learning conditionsappointment by Education printed materialsto educate British
Nearly a year into their struggleopens the door to massive Jago, aformer President of theMinister George Abbott raises aColumbians about the impact of
to achieve a new collectivetransformations of the entire publicUniversity of Northern British “reasonable apprehension ofBill22, andto mobilize opposition
agreement, 41,000 British Columbiseducation system, includesColumbia, has no experience irbias”, especially given the newsaround the province. A province-
teachers are voting this month ordraconian fines to the union and itdabour disputes, and little expertisehat Jago was consulted inwide vote on a full withdrawal of
the next stage of their campaignindividual membersforstrikeaction.in the K-12 education system.drafting Bill 22. The union has services will be held on a date
According to leaked mediareports, In the meantime, Charles Jagddiowever, he has donated at leastppealed to the Labour Board taletermined by the union’s
members of the BC Teachershas been appointed a so-calle2000 tothe BC Liberalsin recentoverturn the appointment Executive Committee.
Federation will consider a packageindependent” mediator in the years, for tickets to enter Liberal Adoptedin-cameraattheBCTF The union will consider
of tactics, from dressing in blackdispute. For his $2000 per dayfundraising golf tournaments. Hisannual meeting, heldin Vancouvermdditional votes as necessary,
and wearing union buttons on thesalary, Jago is to come up with aone apparent qualification for thein mid-March, the teachers’ “Bill accompanied by legal advice for
job, uptoafull-scale work stoppageproposed settlement by the end gposition was a report he wrote in22 Action Plan” includes severalmembers, whoface penalties of $450
After limited labour actionsince June - but the deal cannot g@006 forthe B.C.Progress Board,ircomponents. per day for strike action under Bill
last fall, the BCTF held a three-daybeyond the government’s so-which he condemnedthe principle During the rest of the 2011-1222. A special representative
walkout during March, before legal called “zero mandate.” In effect, of seniority as a factor in schoolschool year, teachers will continueassembly of the union will be held
rulings and new provincial teachers canexpectneither alongstaffing decisions. to perform their regular work, during August to consider further
legislationbecamefactors. The Clarkawaited pay increase, nor BCTF President SusanLambertvithout participating in any BC stepsfora“Yearof Action” leading
Ministry of Education initiatives, up to the May 2013 provincial
. . and will refrain from all extra- election. The Year of Action is
Ont arlo Vote rS Want neW eIeCtlon curricular/voluntary activities. expected to include monthly co-
They will write a single year-end ordinated activities, and a
report card for each student.  “commission of inquiry” into the
A survey conducted for the working families, children, seniors rates to 14 percent and 74 percent The Action Plan, which goestomismanagement of public
Ontario Federation of Labour hasand people on welfare andsaid they support raising taxes foa vote on April 17-18, includes education in BC®
found voters from every riding in disability pensions while individuals earning over $250,000
the province are solidly opposedcorporations get a free ride.” a year. But perhaps most
to the unfairness of McGuinty’s  An interactive voice responseconcerning to the McGuinty
March 27 budget, and ready to gaelephone poll of 843 people across.iberals, and most telling for

back to the polls to demand fairthe province, conducted by Publicopposition parties, is the fact tha TE“ MtG“i“tV:
taxation. Polling Inc. on March 29, found 58 percent of Ontarians suppor »
“This poll bears out what I've that over two thirds of respondentsaking the issue of fair taxation to You CAH T CUT Youn

been hearing right across political 68 percent - would like to seea provincial election.
spectrum: that people are jadedgorporations pay their fair shareto “This is troubling news for the
tired and disappointed with thehelp reduce the provincial deficit, McGuinty Liberals because the
McGuinty Liberals,” said OFL with 19 percent opposed and 1%have misjudged public opinion and
President Sid Ryan. “People argpercent uncertain. Almost asOntarian’s appetite for corporate
appalled by the gross unfairnesstrongly, 58 percent of Ontarianstax cuts, but it is even more
of abudgetthat exclusively targetsupported returning corporate taxyorrisome for Tim Hudak because
the Conservatives have bee
ng campaigning on making taxation
, even more unequal. If an electio M)
were called tomorrow, the party|ilg
thatwith the mostto gain is Andrec{js ::::_:;:lf;lm
10N

WAY TO PROSPERITY

Anti-Harper protests keep rolli

Horwath and the NDP,” said Ryan

The survey bolsters the OFL’s
campaign against the devastating
recommendations for deep cuts tQ

jobs and public services that werg

released in the report of the DAY OF ACTION
Drummond Commission in mid-

February. The next major step in th

campaign will be a mass Day of AGAI N T u

ActionatQueen’s Park on April 21.
April 21,2012 - 3:00 to 5:00 pm

Atatimewhen Ontarians arei

- desperate need of economi 2
Rallies against Tory electoral fraud were held in several citieson  recovery, warns the OFL, “the R ELE LM T Ll LG B SRR LIV Sl L
March 31, including this protest in Toronto. (Photo: Ed Bil) McGuinty governmentis planning i —
cuts that will jeopardize every [ ¥ " i '“:r:_"m:::':_::“"“""“"‘"'
aspect of society: from health caré
to child care to pensions.

People's Voice Niagara Bureau No public service is safe. £

However, in his reckless plan tol
* After going back on a negotiated contract recogniZE®) balance Ontario’s books by putting]

Teachers,Brock University has finally ratified the agreement{ A more people out of work and

public campaign and strike action by CUPE 4207 won support frordestroying the social safety netl
students, faculty, and community at the picket lines. McGuinty refuses to roll-back GREETING ADS
*The Lincoln CountyHumane Society tried to keep two-tieronthel  corporate tax cuts thatare starvin%

table through the backdoor, saying newer workers would have atine province of billions of dollars.”

“opportunity” to make the fullwage. But the workers of CUPE 1287 The President’s Report to the]
are maintaining their strike until two-tier is completely off the talple April 2 OFL Executive Meeting
Untilnow management had not even been talking to the union, whidays the campaign “is designed t
struck in February. be a multi-year, multi-union effort
*Over 100 people protested at the local MPPs office in Ft. Erie agaings galvanize public opposition to

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

-------------------\

To mark May Day 2012, People's Voice will print greetings
from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in
our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events
across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads will be
April 20; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
April 18. Please check with us about the format if your ad
theausterity layoffs from closing the slots at the race track, wh|chpublic spending cuts by crafting is being sent electronically.

could have a domino effect on the track itself. Meanwhile,|theoordinated message to expo

I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
government announced it was also closing the Welcome Centrethe government’s “austerity] Ad rates (based on 5 column page): :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I

%—‘—

Fort Erie on the same day as the slots. measures' as athreatto job growt'1 o ——————
*Rural west Niagara residents started an online petition as a firgt stapd economic recovery.” One column-inCh............cceviiiiiiiiiie, $15
One column X 2 iNCNES......ccoveeevveveeieeeenen, $25
One column X 3 iNChesS......ccooeevvvvvierieennens $35
Two columns X 2 inches..........ccoeeevvvneeen. $45
Two columns X 3 inches..........ccoeeevvvneeen. $60

Two columns X 4 inChes ........ccovveevvneennnnn. $75

in fighting the province’sancellation of the reconstruction of the The “Ontario Day of Action I
West Lincoln Memorial Hospital in the austerity budget. The Against Cuts” has already receivetl
community had already raised almost $14 million, and Requests Faearly 60 endorsements to dath
Proposals were issued. Fifteen years ago mobilizations saw thoysaffidsn labour and community groupsj
in a candle-light vigil protesting similar cuts. all over the province. Supporter
*The provincially appointed supervisor of the Niagara Health Sysfeniwill mobilize at Queen’s Park to
who took over after years of protests of closures followed by a \vavsend a strong message to Premi%r
of hospital-acquired infections, has decided that since the OntaricGuinty that he cannot cut his
budget increases home care spending, helade hospital bedstg  way to economic prosperity and i
move patients homénstead of using the money to treat more pati¢ntss time for banks and corporationd o e e el
overall. Meanwhile, the Canada Institute for Health Information relepsad pay their fair share.” | Send greetings to People's Voice at:
data showing Niagara post-operative patients die at a 50% high¢r rateAffiliates are being asked to
than in the rest of the country. A shortage of beds makes infeq tiomobilizetheirmembergtofillbuse I 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1

more prevalent from crowding and lack of cleaning time. to Toronto for the 3:00 pmrally. For E-mail: pvoice@telus.net
more information, visitwww.ofl.ca. A e L
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EDIT ORIALS

* ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

* PRESERVE RAIN
- EUSTHIHABIuTE SESTS

* GREEN Jops
* LVABLE Cimigg

The process is not the problem

There’s no liar like a corrupt Tory. That's one lesson from thg F-
35 fighter-bomber fiasco unfolding in Ottawa. The Auditor Gengral

L]
has confirmed what we all knew - these jets come with a price fag & O WHAT 1F 1T 5 .
least $10 billion higher than claimed by PM Harper and Defgnce e A BAG HOAR AND EEHWABLES
Minister Peter MacKay. W ’ EAH
The Harper government and the top military brass have |tolg & wt‘ "F'EHTE A BQ-ITEP' . H WH.TERE AlR
Canadians utter rubbish about the F-35s. The calls for MacKay’ Ce QP'LD Fo?- N"mlﬂﬁ? EHLT]-H‘ CH'LIDREN

resignation are welcome. In fact, the entire Harper governinen
should resign for its electoral fraud, and call a new election.

But the F-35 scandal is not about improving the procurement =
process, or finding the “most suitable” jet, or “defending” Cangda.
The real problem is the concept that Canada needs to purchage ng
fleets of aircraft and warships.

There is no reason to spend tens of billions of dollars or] the
military, especially at atime of high unemployment, shredded sgci
programs, environmental crises, and many other critical probl
21st century fighter jets like the F-35 are not “patrol planes” Wi
search-and-rescue capabilities - they are killing machines
massive arsenals of bombs, rockets, and bullets. They are ak 4 F
ofthe imperialist strategy for global corporate control of raw matefial : -"‘]f \ J\ ﬁb

« €TC erc.

i ff el -

spend some $500 billion on military expansion over the nextjtw EAKIN . .
decades. It's time to press all parties - including the NDP, whic SP G‘ Bl" C'31 refugee WI’OﬂgS
claims to be a party of peace - to reject the drive to make Cangdda .

or refugee rights?

integral part of the U.S. war machine. No to the F-35s, no tq t
warships, and yes to peaceful priorities for Canada!
Immigration Minister Jason let us in. That's 110% that people will be deported back
Budgets: congealed class warfare Kenney recently offered to thediscrimination.” to the situation from which they
press an uncharacteristic opinion Of course, none of this isfled in the first place.

It has been said that government budgets are a form of congeal@gout Canada’s temporary foreigrsurprising. Race and country of These changes violate the
class war between workers and bosses. Inrecentyears, goverjmet@sker program. He commentedorigin have always been consisten€anadian Charter of Rights and

have squeezed working people to pay for an economic crisis worgenéét he would like to give temporaryfactors in shaping CanadianFreedoms, as well as Canada’s
by corporate greed. The result in all capitalist countries has bperfereign workers “a more realisticimmigration  policy. The obligations underinternational law

wider gap between rich and poor, and a devastating attack on lpbdtltoice of staying here asConservative approach is merelyhat require every individual

rights, social programs and pensions. permanent residents.” the most explicitly xenophobic andrefugee claimantto have their case
Canada has been no exception, starting with the Chretien/Martin As a group of lawyers, legal exclusionary that we have seen irevaluated on its own merits.
assault on social spending in the mid-1990s. That round of fiscaforkers and law students, thisthe recent past. The billis setagainst a backdrop

“austerity” has been escalated by the Harper Tories in their Marctaught us off guard. After all, the  In fact, as we mark Refugeeof other troubling policies. The
29 federal budget. Conservative government hasRights Day today [April 4], the Conservatives have reduced the
The Tories prepared the ground with alarming hints of dracopiaBctively increased the temporaryConservatives are advancing nemumber of live-in caregivers
measures. But the reality presented by Finance Minister Flahdrtyfigreign worker program since it legislationthatwill choke offaccessaccepted each year, frozen
far worse than the “moderate” tag given by pro-business njedi®ok power, and, along with it, theto refugee status and, in doing sesponsorship of parents and
pundits. This budget, the first under a Tory majority, marks a hewotential for exploitative and willdisproportionately shutthe doorgrandparents, increased the
stage in the right-wing drive to slash jobs and services whilg@angerous working conditions.to poor people of colour. temporary foreign worker program
expanding the military, police, and prisons. The vast majority of these migrant  Bill C-31 undemocratically whichreduces accessto permanent
The claim that the defence budget was cut is a deliberate lig, THabourers, hailing from such placesconcentrates power in the handsesidency, and introduced
smaller Canadian military role in the occupation of Afghanistan oe8s Latin America and the of the Minister, giving rise to a “conditional” permanentresidence
mean atemporary saving, butthe Tories remain on track to pourjsorq@ribbean, are denied access thost of injustices. For example,for spouses based on
$500 billion into the military over the next two decades. A permanent residency altogether.under the bill, many refugees,unsubstantiated allegations of
second critical point is that the federal job cuts and the hifjhditurnsout, however, that Ministerincluding those as young as 16rampant marriage fraud. Taken
pension eligibility age will increase the pool of exploitable labgur.Kenney was not talking about thewill be detained for a minimum of together, this legislative overhaul
That means more downward pressure on wages and wofkir@yerage temporary foreignworkerone year without a hearing. Thishas a disproportionately negative
conditions - and higher corporate profits. Rather, he was referringto the recertriminalizes asylum seekers in aeffecton poor people of colour from

Make no mistake - the Flaherty budget is a declaration of war bipflux of workersfromireland. ~ way unseen before in Canada. countries in the South.
the bosses against the working class. Mass popular resistange willApparently forthese workers,a  Furthermore, eveniftheirclaims ~ Fortherecord, it's notthatwe've
be needed to turn back this attack. That's why we renew our cll gfifferent standard applies. are ultimately successful, refugeegot anything againstthe Irish. We're
the Canadian Labour Congress to convene an emergency sunjmit bthey’re doing wellin the labour will be barred from reuniting with simply opposed to immigration
the labour movement and its allies, to unite around a fightbackiplamarket, if an employer likes themtheir families for at least an policy that is based on race.
and a genuine People’s Alternative to Tory austerity. and wants to keep them and thewrdditional five years. The Immigration Legal
meetour other criterialike speaking Another example of new Committee is a Toronto-based

English, why would we want to ministerial power is the ability for group of law students, legal
v send them back?” asks Ministeithe Minister to unilaterally name workers and lawyers. This
P E OP LE s Vo’ CE Kenney. so-called “safe” countries. Thiscommentary first appeared on the
ESSN(;‘_U’“*;”blI_lg?_'SG% s 'runghEd tiANEW Lab"t“;fggij é;dz' When discussing this pointwith will create a two-tiered refugeeRabble website, http://rabble.ca.
anadian Fublications Mafl ales Froduct Agreemen arefugee claimantfrom Ghanawithdetermination process based on
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., whom we have worked, henationality. Refugee claimantS from  mm mm mm mm e - -
People’s Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 commented: “We also speak'safe” countries will have no right £ R S
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net English. We are also highly ofappeal andwillhavelimitedtime(: enew :
. L educated. We also understand howo access lawyers and prepare f |
Vogg\ﬁezlgﬂg CI(E)QU;IBti)IUtg;Smf(I)-:atmrsn 'osr?('j"e things work here. But you don't their cases. This is in spite of the] tOday |
Tim Pelzer, Liz Rowle)'/, Saleh Wazirudain, change the immigration system tareality that a refused claim meang Check your label |
and our mailers in Vancouver & Toronto. | o heck th |
L . . | ease checi e |
Edltor: Klmball CanogBusmess.ManagerSan? Hammond i address label on the i
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, front page to see if
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman | it's time to renew |
I : SO |
Subscribers who find
o Lanigy i1 I " " A I
2012/04/02" on their
LETTERS == = I label forexample, |
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the Ty Rl “ sipaiis | will have their |
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print ol ol Ly o I  subscriptions expire |
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal | with this issue, |
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" April 16-30. 2012
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or ! P ' !
pvoice@telus.net : Don’t miss a :
People’s Voice articles may be reprinted without I single copy - I
permission provided the source is credited o : renew today!
: Vancouver rally against Bill C-31 (Photo: K. Cariou) ) P —




5 e PEOPLE’S VOICE e APRIL 16-30,2012

“A Tory Budget that cut s jobs and services”

government jobs and private ancaverage well over 7% for the nextbasic municipal infrastructure; component to help deal with
not-for-profit sector jobs two years. The “real” health and educational facilities;looming skills shortages.
Working people wanted thesupported by governmentunemploymentratewhichincludesmass transit; passenger rail; Other policies supported by the
federal governmentto lay the basipurchases of goods and servicesliscouraged job seekers andaffordable housing; energyCLCwouldinclude a Canada-wide,
for “a sustained and broadlyThe overall negative impact of theinvoluntary part-time workers was conservation through building not-for-profit child care and early
shared economic recovery,” saidBBudget on jobs will be about 50,00010.6%in 2011, and 19.7% for youngretrofits; and renewable energy. learning program, home care as
the Canadian Labour Congress invhen the measures are fullyworkers. The CLC says that governmentpart of the public health care system,
its analysis of the 2012 Federaimplemented. Wages are stagnant, householdupport for all infrastructure andand long-term care for the elderly -
Budget. Instead, “we gota budget As well as cutting federal debts now average more than 150%nvironmentalinvestments shouldorograms which would create new
that cuts jobs rather than createemployment by 19,200 jobs overofincome, and inequality is on thebe linked to “Made in Canada” jobs while promoting social goals.
jobs; which attacks needed publiche next three years, the Budgetise. Ottawa has allowed foreignprocurement policies, so goods Instead, the limited investment
services and social programs; andghakes a dramatic shift in overallcompanies like Caterpillar to buyand services inputs are purchasedheasures in this Budget are “far
undermines rather than enhancegriorities. Total federal spendingCanadian companies only to shuin Canada. Infrastructure should
retirement security.” on programs in 2015-16 will be them down, and to get tax break®iave a mandated training see BUDGET, page 10
While the corporate media12.9% of GDP, comparedto 14.1%while they were doing it.
praised the Budgetas “moderate”in 2011-12. Net revenues will be But the federal government _, .
the CLC points out that spendingalmost unchanged, thanks to moreould have explored other options. Six ways Budget hurts young Canadians
cuts rising to over $5 billion per cuts to corporate taxes. Canada has one of the lowest net
yearfrom2014-15meana6.9%cut, The CLC stresses that Canadaublic debt levels of the advanced
with only “very modest” new has lost 500,000 manufacturingndustrial countries (34% of GDP
initiatives. jobs since 2003. “Economic compared to an average of 63%), X .
Each $1 billion of spending cutsrecovery has ground to a halt sinc¢he federal deficit is now just over Increasmg_the OAS a_md GlSage t067 leaves people inthe workforce
represents about 10,000 lost jobdast September,” with official 1% of GDP, and government longer, taking away job openings.
says the CLC, divided betweenunemployment rates forecast tdorrowing costs are at an all-time 2. Katimavik killed.

low. The Katimavik program has been an important skills building
The CLC callsforashiftto public  opportunity for young people since Trudeau was Prime Minister.

investments, which create jobs and With one stroke of the pen, Harper has stripped future generations

bring more tax revenues and lower of this important program.

spending on programs like i

Employment Insurance (El) and 3- Students stiffed. _ »

social assistance. such Already crushed by high tuition fees and record student debt,

investments, it says, could be Canada'’s post-secondary students could be forgiven for expecting
financed b'y rever'sing the the budget might have something in the way of debt relief or new
corporate tax cuts. funds for skills and training. Not in Stephen Harper's Canada.

Instead, the Conservatives 4, Good luck getting ajob, part2.
borrow billions of dollarstospend  yhatwould agood Prime Minister dowhen youth unemployment
on tax giveaways: “Corporations ynder his government is at record levels? He'd probably increase
have used their tax cuts to buy Up funding for youth employment programs. Not Harper. He cut funding

their own shares, to increase for youth employment centres.
dividends, and to increase their

cash holdings. Non-financial 5.Foundationsfracked. _ _
Corpora’[ions are now S|tt|ng on Lots of foundations are d0|ng great work advanCIng the cause of

close to $500 billion of surplus the environment and sustainable development, and these places are

cash.” where many young people first get active in political action. No
The CLC has urged all levels of Wonder Harper's cracking down on their charitable status. Willhe do

government to launch a major, the same for the Fraser Institute and the Manning Centre?

multi-year, public investment g pypjic service pummelled.

PV file photos on this page by Ed Bil Program which would create jobs  ynfortunately, when layoffs happen, young people are the first to
now, promote our environmental 44 The Harper budget eliminates nearly 20,000 civil service positions
goals, and build new “green” “cqgting people their livelihoods and closing the door to young

The Federal BUdgEt |S indgtzir_ri]e?f}gg%ag;uéﬁsive plar(;| pe?\,f,)\l,s\}v_bcfederationist.com, April 3, 2012)
still a war budget, would include roads, sewers, an
says Peace Alliance Conservatives drag Canada into age of austerity

: ; 4 All Canadians will pay the VETY [
Statement from Canadian Peace Alliance, March 28, 2017 price for a federal budgetthat will ,,'-"L"j—':r I:_': i
The Federal budget 2012 still shows an increase in military spendingsult in significant job losses, ) |

to a total of more than $20 billion for the year 2012. Despite claims thateaker environmental protec-
the Harper government will be reducing military spending, the reality iS5on, and unnecessary cuts td
that this reduction is simply a small haircut of $1.1 billion off of a massijveherished public services, said
structural budget increase as outlined by the Canada First Defengg Canadian Centre for Polic
Strategy which calls for almost a half trillion dollars in spending by 2025Alternatives on March 29.
The costs of the military spending in the social wage for Canadians Once the government’s thre
is staggering and the Conservatives are purblind to those costs. Theynds of spending cuts are fullyfesss
are still pushing ahead with a plan to buy 65 F-35 fighter jets despitq thaplemented, warned the CCPA i
fact that we still have no idea what these offensive and rather usglasgy will result in a total of over
jestwill cost. According to Parliamentary budget officer Kevin Page th&0,000 full-time job cuts (35,000
total cost of the F35s may reach more than $30 billion. inthe public sectorand 37,0001
To putthatinto perspective, the cost of one F35 could pay to hire 1 /4@0e private sector) and could
nursesin Canadaforayear. A contribution of 1/6th of the cost of the F3Esise the unemployment rate ta
or 1/5th of the annual defence budgat 7.8%.
could provide free tuition to all post “This may be a 2012 budgetmillionaires are paying taxes atlack of transparency within th
secondary students across the butit's got the 1930s written all rates lastseeninthe 1920s, and tHeudget, saying many planne
country for a year. $2 Billion alone| over it,” said CCPA Senior top 1% are capturing more of thgjob and service cuts weren
would retrofit all homes in Alberta | Economist David Macdonald. gains from growth than atany timespelled out.
needing energy efficiency upgradeq, “Federal austerity,combinedwithin history,” added CCPA Senior “Budgets are about makin
lowering emissions, and creating up provincial austerity budgets, will Economist Armine Yalnizyan. clear your plans to Canadiar
to 22,000 direct and indirect jobs. | create a fiscal drag on Canada’s “This budgetfails to address thebut, on many fronts, what thi
The Harper government will usel economy. We are dismantlingpressures of a middle class losingovernment tabled was a hid
this budget to attack the people who public programsand peelingbaclground and young peopleand-seek budget,” sai
deliver our public services and slash income supports such as Old Agestruggling to find work,” said Macdonald. “This budget raise
those federal programs that Canadign Security  without asking Yalnizyan. “lttakes us backwardinmore questions than it answe
need most. Meanwhile the war profitable corporations and theterms of retirement and You can't get rid of the deficit
industries of Canada line up at the¢ wealthy among usto dotheir partenvironmental protection. With the this quickly without inflicting a
trough of plenty to build more bombs| We saw a similar story unfold in exception of education and watetot of pain on Canadiang.
and guns. the 1930s and it didn’t end well. needs for First Nations, it ignoresWhether it's a hatchet job o
The Canadian Peace Alliance i$ History is repeating itself.” the need to repair our agingdeath by a thousand tiny cut
calling for Peace and Prosperity, NOT  “After six Harper budgets, the infrastructure. The books will be Canadians will pay a steep pric
War and Austerity. Stop the Cuts { corporate share of federalbalanced,butwe’llallpaythe price.”- one this government could ha
Redirect military spending. revenue hasfallento 1930slevels, The CCPA s also critical of the avoided.” ®
(www.acp-cpa.ca)e

PV Vancouver Bureau

1. Good luck getting ajob.
It's almost always difficult for young people to find job openings,
with youth unemployment often hovering at twice the overall rate.
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THE F-35 STEALTH FIGHTER PROGRAM:

How the War Economy Contributes to Exacerbating the Social Crisis

By Prof. Michel expenditures on advanced weapons The government had announcedillion dollars mention_e_d. That's an The purchase 01_‘ z_idvanced
Chossudovsky, Global systems will require the adoption ofdrastic austerity measures, but thesaverage postof$461 million dollars petweapons systems will inevitably
Research, April 4, 2012, concurrent austerity measures over hudge@a}ry measures apply largely tplane, including the “flyawgy” be at the expense of fed_eral
www.globalresearch.ca period of up to thirty years, at thenon-mllltar.y speqdmg. (The federal purchase plustheso-calledsugtalnmeerV!nCIaI tra.nsfers which
(abridged) expense of an entire generation. budget estimates indicate amodest cutosts (maintenance, operating costsontrlbuteto_theflnancmg of health
The costs of military procurementin defence expenditure, which do notand related investments associatednd education.

There is mounting controversy are always at the expense of sociahclude predictable overruns in thewith the F-35 program). Curtailing the F-35 stealth fighter

regarding the purchase of the F-3%rograms, public investment in cost of weapons procurement). Canada’s Welfare State isprogramwouldimmediately make

stealth fighter jet from US defenceinfrastructure, employment creation The crucial question: How doescollapsing, health careisinthe processnore money available in support
giant Lockheed Martin. The Pentagonin the civilian economy. Conversely, this multibillion dollar F-35 project of being privatised, primary and of Quebec’s university students.
has commissioned the purchase ofery few jobs will be created by the affect the 2012 federal budget, whichsecondary education is under-fundedin fact the cost associated with
2,443 aircraft “to provide the bulk of defence contractors. The cost ofs largely predicated on a sizeableUniversities are in a state of crisis withone F-35 fighter plane (461 million
its tactical airpower for the US Air creating one jobin America’s weaponscurtailment of “civilian” as opposed to rising tuition fees. Yetatno pointinthedollars) would release more than
Force, Marine Corps and Navy overindustry (2001) varies between 25 andmilitary” expenditures? debate on the 2012 federal budget haanough resources to finance the
the coming decades”. This massives6 million dollars per job(Michel The issue ofthe budget deficit couldthe issue of the war economy beerike in tuition fees for years to
procurement of advanced weapon€hossudovsky, War is Good forbe resolved overnightby reiningintheraised. come.
systems is part of America’s “Global Business, Global Research, Septembevar economy. But that “solution” How does the war economy The protest movement against
War”, largely directed against China,2001) would notbe inthe interest of achievingbacklash on people’s lives? How doegovernment austerity measures
Russia, North Korea and Iran. In the US and NATO member “World peace” and “global security”. itundermine and destabilize the civilianapplied in the US, Canada and the
The overall cost of the program tocountries, drastic budgetary measures “Guns versus Butter”: How does economy? How does it affect theEuropean Union must address the
the US military is estimated at aare currently being applied with aviewthis spiralling defence expenditurefunding of social programs? issue of the US-NATO led war.
staggering $1.51 trillion over the sotofinancingthe “wareconomy”. Theseallocated to the purchase of advanced What should be understood is that The F-35 stealth aircraft are not
called life cycle of the program, namelyeconomic measures - adopted at theveapons systems affect all othethe austerity measures are in partveapons of peace. They are part of
$618 million per plang(Shalal-Esa, crossroads of a worldwide economiccategories of civilian governmentimplemented with a view to financing the killing machine. They are slated

Andrea. “Government sees lifetimedepression - are also contributing teexpenditure? How does it affect publicthe war economy. to be used against China, Russia,

cost of F-35 fighter at $1.51 trillion.” spearheading entire national economieivestment in the civilian economy? Iran and North Korea. They are

Reuters, 2 April 2012). into bankruptcy, with devastating These questions are of crucialProtest Movement “weapons of mass destruction” to
Several of America’s close allies social consequences.... significance for the people of the United be used in the Pentagon’s “long

including the UK, Australia, Italy, States, whose governmentis spending The protest movement againswar”.

Canada, the Netherlands, Norway,Austerity Budget a staggering $1.5 trillion on the F-35the economic austerity measures The other side of the coin

Turkey, Israel, and Japan are slated to program. It has similar implications mustintegrated be with the antiwapertains to “Guns versus Butter”,
purchase the F-35 stealth fighter plane. The 2012 Canadian federal budgefor the nine countries which decided tomovement. The abolition of warisnamely the relationship between
The economic and social presented a gruesome scenario giurchase these expensive fightea precondition for scrapping thethe “civilian economy” and the

implications of this program are austerity measures requiring massiv@lanes,  while  concurrently neoliberal economic agenda. Waf'war economy”.

potentially devastating. Apart from |ayoffs of federal governmentimplementing “strong economic and Globalization are intimately War and the neoliberal
the fact that the fighter planes will beemployees, drastic cuts in spendingnedicine” to finance the predictablerelated. economic policy agenda are part of
used in upcoming US-NATO wars, including pension funds and thecost overruns of military spending.  University students in Quebecan integrated process.
resulting in inevitable civilian deaths, curtailment of federal provincial ~ “Waris good for business” (forthe have recently been involved in The staggering cost of these
their procurement - at taxpayerstransfers. In contrast, the issue oflefence contractors) yet at the same ihass demonstrations regarding thadvanced weapons is contributing
expense - will contribute to spiralling defense spending resultingspearheads the civilian economy intchike of tuition fees implemented byto the demise of what is left of the
exacerbating the ongoing fiscal crisisfrom the F-35 fighter program is not bankruptcy. the provincial government. Yet atWelfare State, not to mention the
Unless they are solely funded by amacknowledged, asifithas nobearing Nowhere in the Canadian federalno time has the issue of militaryimpoverishment-inseveral NATO
increase in the public debt (which ison the structure of public budgetistheissue ofthe F-35 progranspending and its impact on sociamember countries - of an entire
highly unlikely), these massive expenditure. and its staggering overall cost of 30programs been raised. generation.e

F-35 scandal: W e need a Canadian S pring now more than ever

By Derrick O’Keefe torememberthetimeline ofevents. Irabout the cost of the fighter jets,ag@ mass movement outsidehe also has an ongoing personal
July 2010, Harper and Peter MacKayvell as the cost of their crime Parliament, in order to change thdéusiness interest,” Liberal
The latest bomb has droppedannounced - without having heldlegislation. balance of political forces in thetreasury board critic Siobhan

from the F-35 scandal in Ottawa.any open bidding process - that the Throughout the election country, and to fullydenounce notCoady (St. John’s South-Mount
After appearing before the publicpurchaseof65F-35jetsfromLockheedampaign, Harper and hisjustthe form but the content of thePearl) said. “This could pose a
accounts committee, Auditor Martin would cost $16 billion campaign insisted on figurescorruption of Harper’'s conflict of interest and must be
General Michael Ferguson told thencluding maintenance. By Octobebetween $14-16 billion. But, at thegovernment. And the real contenfully investigated.

mediathat the Harper governmeng010, then Auditor General Sheilahighest levels, they must havebehind this fighter jets scandal is “Wrightis a director of Hawker
“would have had” information Fraser was already predicting the&known it was false. the militarism and corporate powerBeechcraft Inc., a partner with
about the real cost of the fightertrue cost would be much higher. So they lied. Harper knew, andthe government serves. Lockheed Martin, which is selling
jets in March 2011 when Then on March 20, 2011, KevinHarper lied. Harper lied before, Therewould be no F-35 scandaF-35 stealth fighter to Canada for
parliamentary budget officer Kevin Page released his report estimatinduring and after the electionif the Harper government was not$16 billion in an untendered
campaign that saw him win adetermined to pursue ancontract. Onexpurchased Hawker
majority government. aggressive foreign policy, as parBeechcraft for $3.8 billion.”

Day after day on the campaignof NATO anditsincreasinglywide- | know we're talking about
trail to his long sought majority ranging interventions. To amend astealth bombers here, but I have no
government - notto mention duringUs political cliché: “It'sthe military- clue how Wright and his links to
TV appearances and in thendustrial complex, stupid.” Lockheed Martin have managed
leadership debates - Harper The corporate connections toto stay under the radar of this
repeatedly lied about the cost othis government’'s militarismaren’t scandal.
the F-35s. And the fighter jets werehard to find. In fact, you can find  All this comes on top of the
no marginal issue; they weretheminthe personofNigelWright,“robocalls” scandal - with
arguably the central plank in theStephen Harper’s current chief ofElections Canada investigating
election campaign. staff. incidents in 200ridings - that points

This week Harper and his It's unfathomable why the to widespread electoral fraud by
ministers and their spokespeoplenformation firstreported twoyearspeople connected to the
have pulled a 180, insisting thatago about Wright's connectionsConservative Party.

“no contractwas signed” for the F-to Lockheed Martin has not been The force needed to defeat this
35sandthatthey can simply “resettaised by the Ottawa press corpgovernment, and roll back their

F- 35 prlce tag:

the bidding process. this week: agenda, will need to be built right
Page released his report about thiae price at $28.5billion. The Harper | say if there was no contract, “Prime Minister Stephen across the country - in the streets,
increased cost of the F-35s. government publicly attackedand if the cost Harper touted wadHarper’s new chief of staff Nigel in meetings halls and in our public

In other words, the Auditor Page’s numbers, and insisted om lie, then there is no mandatéNright is already the focus of squares.
General confirmed what anytheir original estimated cost. Andeither. Harper's government istroublesome questions because of We have never needed a
discerning observer had alreadllthis helpedtrigger the lastfederalllegitimate. We needto “reset” the his links with the largest military Canadian Spring more thanwe need
concluded: Harper and his cabineglection. government, if you will. I think procurement in the history ofitright now.
ministers must have known that On March 25, 2011 Harper's more Canadians than ever see thiSanada even though he doesn’t (O’Keefe is co-chair of the
the real cost of the F-35s was afjovernment was brought downor at least sense this, bufstart until January. StopWar peace coalition in
least $10 billion more than theyafter a non-confidence vote and aevertheless | have no illusions “As the Prime Minister’s chief Vancouver, and of the Canadian
were telling the public. finding that the Conservativesthat Harper will be toppled in the of staff, Mr. Wright has enormousPeace Alliance. This commentary
To understand the full wereincontemptofParliamentforHouse of Commons anytime sooninfluence over aerospace, defencérst appeared on the Rabble,ca
significance of this, it's important refusing to disclose fullinformation ~ For thisto happen, we willneedand energy policy - areas wherewebsite.) ®
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Argument s with “deniers” over climate change

o produce extreme hail and snowefglobalwarming. deniers have sometimes argueg a relatively small component of
falls as well. that such events provide athetotal atmosphere. However, its
Insurance premiums against) “Climate change is notnew. It “natural” explanation of global role in moderating the world’s
weather events like flood andhas happened many times beforewarming. The problem s, that thetemperature is crucial. It is one of

By Bob Treasure, from Th
Guardian, weekly of the
Communist Party of

Australia bushfire have increased by 50-1001 the Earth’s history. It is overalldirectionofthe Sun'senergythe few gases that captures heat,
Itis sometimes tempting to tagpercent over the past decade - wayatural” is in decline and that the basicand without it, the Earth would
our opponents as “climatebeyond the rate While there impact of more frequent sunspotshave frozen over eons ago. But
deniers” or “climate change ofinflation. This have  been on the Sun is to reflect coolerover the past 100 years, since
skeptics”, simply because theyis because the A | 22 : fluctuations in temperatures, while the Earth isndustrialisation, the relative
often deny the evidence of theimumber  of p” IS E a r t h getting hotter. Generally, theyolume of C02 hasincreased from

own senses, and what is‘classifiable temperature hypothesis of the Sun “naturally” .028% to .039%, an overallincrease
happening all around them. Theiweather  or [ ey A\Rd lm B BYANAN over the past causing global warming has beerin CO2’s share of 70%.

views, ignorant and dogmaticasb u s hfir e 2,000years (the scientifically debunked. The “natural” ecosystem deals
they usually are, tend to operate inlisasters” in so-called “mini  Atmospheric carbon dioxide with 255 billion tonnes of C02 per
a cynical and toxic way to Australiagrewfrom25inthe1980slce Age” of the late medieval variation. The volume of carbon year, but industrialisation has
undermine action around stoppingo 54 in the 90s and 60 in the 2000sp€riod), none ofthem have beensdioxide has indeed variedadded a further 5.5 billion tonnes
carbon pollution, or pursuing Hard-nosed capitalists do notrais@brupt or severe as those beinthroughoutthe Earth’s prehistory,(and growing) from burning fossil
renewable alternatives. Often, theyprices for nothing: increasing experienced in the 20th centuryalthough evidence suggests thafiels every year, and this has tipped
are merely vehicles of a vestedextreme weather events are arealit@nd now - we are currently living in the distant past, this has beethe balance above the capacity of

capitalist interest, defending the through the hottest decades irmore of a symptom than a causethe environment to absorb. Thus
comfortable exploitationand profit- 2) “Global warming is a Wworld history. Whenthe Earth’stemperature hagxtra carbon dioxide is
taking of the past. conspiracy of scientists, seeking “Pre-history”is another matter. varied due to factors previouslyaccumulating around us every day.
Of course, itis frustratingtoseeto extract more money from Over the past 2 billion years thementioned, the oceans storedmore According to the Garnaut
certain media outlets overlook thegovernment sources.” Earth has undergone its ownCO2 when colder, and releasedClimate Change Review the
common science and lionize the process of development. It begamore as temperatures rose. Agairaverage Australian emits 28.1
often irrational, “climate change Of all “sceptic” claims, this is tonnes of carbon dioxide per year,

whichis twice the OECD average
and four times the global average.
This is largely because of our
dependence on coal-fired energy
sources and a need to consume
copious amounts of fossil-fuel
power for mining, manufacture,
heating, cooling, cooking,
lighting, entertainment and
transportation.

sceptics”. They get coverage waythe most pernicious, illogical and
beyond their worth. Ifa“scientist”, feasibly, dishonest. We already*#:
like the Cold War defectors of old, know that fame and fortune arefi!
wanted instant fame and a marketnost likely to accrue to “scientists” fl.
for their views, they need only - often deniers are not scientistg
guestion “climate changebut writers, shock jocks and*#
misrepresentation”. industry commentators having na
It is our task to patiently, relevantqualifications - who have
positively and rationally, explain “discovered” evidence to
the facts and expose the fallaciezontradict global warming.
Often the answers are simply a This is because the genera _
Google away, because thepublic has an understandables .
information, the data and theresistance to the idea of human
answers, are readily available orinduced climate change. It%"
the Internet. confronts comfortable habits of =~
This is a guide for activists, consumption and capitalist i o
people engaged in the argumentprecepts of maximal exploitation, * ==
on a daily basis, or who areand thus job security. The medie _—
confronting the cynical affronts of have a history of inflaming prejudice e et
workmates who simply won't toinspire rabid reactionandaccrue == "
acceptreality and therefore, refuserofit. Itis they who are most likely

5) “Why should Australia stick its
neck out? The rest of the world is
doing nothing.”

It's true that today, China s the
world’s biggest manufacturer, and
its biggest polluter, producing
some 17 percent of the world’s
carbon dioxide. On the other hand,
the Chinese response to issues

to act. to lie or distort, not the 95 percent ) ik R L i around climate change has been
of scientists world-wide who have W diizies o swift and  meaningful. At
1) “It's not really happening. devoted their lives to expanding Copenhagen they tabled plans to
We’'re just noticing extreme humanknowledge. reduce greenhouse gas emissions
weather events more because of To suggest that tens ofas a molten mass but its distancthis “natural” process occurredby 40-50 percent and increase
modern media coverage” thousands of people from sucHrom the Sun allowed cooling, over hundreds of thousands oforest cover an extra 40 million
differing academic communitiesaswhich in turn formed an years ... the situation is differenthectares by 2020. Also, renewable
Global warming is certainly China, India, Europe,the USA and‘atmosphere” of various liquids now. power sources would take up 15

happening. Any cursory glance atAustralia, from as widely varied and gases. Once it had established Now, human produced carbonpercent of energy generation by
mean annual temperature graphsources as geographersits climate, four major factors dioxide is driving the heating ofthethe same year (Australia’s now is
since the 1880s (when recordstmospheric scientists, marinecontinued to naturally influence Earth, not the reverse. And it is9 percent).
began) shows a steady increase iniologists, biogeochemists,the future of the planet: happening at an ever faster rate, China once used 37 million
the world’s annual temperaturesphysicists, meteorologists and Variations in the Earth’s orbit. faster than anything in history orparrels of crude oil to manufacture
but there was a noticeable spike impplied mathematicians to name dhis “tilt of the axis” ranges from pre-history. By warming the plastic bags - they are now
the 1980’s which meanttwo thirdsfew, have all joined together in22.5 degrees to 24.5 degreesoceans and clearing forestsuniversally banned. They have
of the 0.8C degrees increase ovesome kind of plot to extract moneyCurrently the Earth’s tilt is 23.5 humanity is making the “natural” also committed to the elimination
the past 100 years has happened from their respective governmentsdegrees, exactly midway, buttask of absorbing CO2 difficult, if of incandescent light bulbs, and
the last three decades. beggars belief. heading for the furtherlean. Whemot impossible. being the producer of 70 percent of
On this trend, 21st century The supposed “proof’ of athe world’s tilt is smaller, the Climate scientists are notstupidihe world’s light bulbs, this process
global surface temperature willconspiracy, some hacked e-mailéemperatures of the seasons aréhe natural variations mentioneds virtually guaranteed.
increase to 2.9C degrees on th&om the University of East Anglia, milder, when it is higher, they here, and many others, as many as China is also no slouch when it
lowest carbon emissions scenari@nd jumped upon as “evidence opecome more extreme. The cyclenight rationally be considered tocomes to manufacturing green
and 6.4C degrees onthe highest. la cover up” by such noted Newslakes 26,000 years overall. Thatishave an effect on the Earth’stechnologies and now produces
other words, we are facing anLtd luminaries as Andrew Bolt, in 13,000 yearstime, oursummerglimate, are factored in to moresolarpanelsandwindturbines
increase in global warming of athave simply been misinterpretedwillbecome hotter and our winterscomputerised models of presenthan any other country. China
least 3C degrees (because we aend beat up to try and underminegolder. The problem is everythingand future climatic projections, leads the world in voltaic cell
not holding to minimal emissions) the overwhelming weight of real is becoming much hotter, NOW. such as those produced by NASAresearch and production. The
over the next 90 years, anevidence. Volcanic eruptions.At one The one constant, irrefutable factoiChinese government recently
extraordinary change. A 2008 Gallup Pollfound that 58 stage in Earth’'s pre-history, itsthat dominates these projectiongommitted US$216 billion in
Worst affected are the polar icepercent of Australians believedcrust was thinner and volcanicis the growing presence of humansubsidies to further develop the
caps, especially, at present, th¢hat human-induced climateactivity wasrife. The effectwastocaused = carbon  dioxide,nation’s green technology sector.
Arctic. Melting of ice into the changewasreal. Asurvey of 3,14@roduce agreaterland mass and@ccumulating in the Earth’s In2009 Chinaspenttwice as much
oceans slows their warming downgarth scientists conducted bycool the atmosphere for, despiteatmosphere. There is no escapings the US to fund so-called “green
but land temperatures continue tdoran, found that 82 percent ofthe heat of exploding magma andt: it is causing the heating of ourmarkets”, which was close to 50

grow and impact upon surroundingthem held human-induced climategas, the sulphur dioxide ofglobe. percent of world expenditures
seas. Oceans rise, currents arghange was real. Of theseyolcanoes mixed with the overall. China’s per capita CO2
being altered, which affectsfurthermore, the specialiststratosphere to cloud the Earth’st) “Carbon dioxide is a emissions, incidentally, are
weather patterns. “climatologists”, that is, those surface and limit the impact of theweightless gas. It 's pointless tocurrently 6 tonnes.

To use an old metaphor, we arescientists who had specifically Sun’s rays. In turn, when volcanictry and arrest it.” Countries such as Cuba,
living in a sealed greenhousepublished, undergone peer review@ctivity decreased and the clouds Venezuela, France, Germany,

within which more and more peopleand established their detailedcleared, the Earthwarmedup. This This is utterly false. Carbon Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland,
are breathing out CO2. The effecknowledge of the science, 97process took millions of years todioxide isagas, andrelatively light. Hungary, Belarus and Britain
is to create denser humidity ancbercent said that human-inducedappen. Butithas aweight, and thatweightamong many others) have
more extreme storms, floods,climate change was real. In other Variations in solar output. is caughtinincreasing amounts indrastically reduced their per capita
cyclones, winds, heat and cold words, the more people know, thePeriodically sunspots and stormshe Earth’s atmosphere.

yes cold, because increasedhore detailed their appreciation ofalter the amount of energy coming  C02, compared to other major
humidity and cloud cover canthe facts, the more certain they aréfom the Sun. Climate changegases such as nitrogenand oxygen,

see CLIMATE, page 11
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i protests since last year due to _ constitutionally guaranteed rightTrade Union of Autoworkers
POlICG attaCk financial crisis that has pushed th(?\FL CIO prOteStS to health services by the State(ITUA).

pro tests in Egypt kingdom to the brink of bankruptcy Colombia k||||ngs Continued cuts and restrictions Management had used
while he is accused of lavish on drugs and benefits, reductionstrikebreakers to attempt to win

Dozens of workers filled the spending. On April 4, the leaders of thein funding and the squeeze orthe dispute, including university

inner halls of Egypt’s State Council ~ Pro-democracy activist Wandile AFL-CIO sent a letter to Presidentbudgets are leading to tragicstudents, office staff, construction

building on April 3, marking the Dludlu said authorities were tryingBarack Obama urging him toconsequences. Hospitals andavorkers and “several” autoworkers

second day of an open-ended sito sabotage labour protests.  maintain pressure onthe Colombiarealth units are being merged anéfom Volkwagen, which receives

in after clashes broke out between “This is a crackdown on the government to end rampantclosed to drastically cut costs angarts supplied from the Benteler

military police forces and workers pro-democracy forces as a meangiolence against union workers.meet the requirements of thefactory. Workers had blockaded

the previous day. to weaken the forces for change ifThe letter comes one year afterthéTroika” (the European traffic and scab labour from
A court hearing was held onlight of the upcoming April 12 signing of a Labour Action Plan Commission, the Internationalentering the factory grounds, and

April 2 to examine the appealprotests,” said Dludlu, who betweenthe two nations, anaccoré/lonetary Fund, and the Europearparts from leaving.

presented to the State Council byoordinatesthe umbrella Swazilandvhich helped Obama garner vote€entral Bank) and the lenders,

the government of the former primeUnited Democratic Front (SUDF) from congressional Democrats andvithout considering the real needsI d .

minister Essam Sharaf and a that enabled the passage of a fre@f society for health naonesian

number of investors, to reverse trade agreement with Colombia. And on April 4, just a few i i

the renationalisation of four The AFL-CIO haslong beencriticalhundred metres from the Greelﬂ.laldS on Saudi

factories. The factories were of the trade pact, originally Parliament, retired pharmacistdeath row

renationalised in September 201} negotiated by former PresidentDimitris Christoulas shot himself

in a landmark victory by workers George W. Bush, on the groundsvith a handgun, in a protest over Twenty-two Indonesian maids

who losttheirjobs as aresult of thg that the Colombian governmentthe government’s draconianon death rowin Saudi Arabia have

companies’ original privatisation. does not have the capacity tgolicies. The suicide rate inbeen exonerated and returned to
The workers from Shibin El- enforce protections for workers. Greece has jumped by anndonesia, the Saudi English-

Kom, Nile Cotton Ginning, Omar “It is premature to declare theestimated 40% according tolanguage newspaper Arab News

Effendi and Tanta Flax and Oil Labor Action Plan a success,’health ministry data, as morereported on April 6. Some 25 maids

staged a sit-in with some of thei wrote AFL-CIO President Richard people feel hopeless amid thestill face the death penalty in the

families after several workers wer Trumka. “Now is not the time to worst economic crisis in the Kingdom after being found guilty

beaten by the military police an relieve the pressure on Colombiacountry’s recent history. of “either serious criminal offenses
denied entry to the court room to uphold the commitmentsit made or [after being] implicated on
Earlierinthe day, the judge calle in the Labour Action Plan.” i baseless grounds,” the newspaper
on the army to interfere to bring TrumkadetailedahostoflabourAu_to V\!Ofk@l’S Wln said. Another 1,700 Indonesian
order to the court room. Labourorganisation. But the protestsdisputes, and noted that thestrike in Russia nationals are currently serving
lawyer and presidential hopefulwould go ahead despite theColombian government has prison terms in Saudi jails.

Khaled Ali, who is defending the setbacks, he said. More than 3 00@rosecuted less than 10 percent of Workers at a factory inthe city Jakarta was sending a 14-
workers and presented hisstudents took to the streets at ththe cases of 3,000 trade unionistef Kaluga, southwest of Moscow, member presidential task force to
arguments in court, joined theend of March when Mswati who have been murdered sincdave ended a strike over anumbehe Kingdom to talk to Saudi
workers at their sit-in. cancelled scholarships. 1989, emphasizing, “None ofthe 2%f issues, with demands for arofficials and to intensify efforts to
Inanother recentdevelopment, Pro-democracy groups labour activists killed in 2011 hadincrease in wages from the 18,000escue the maids, according to the
more than 1,500 public bus drivercommemorate April 12 since thetheir cases resolved by aroubles ($600) per month they ardndonesian embassy in Riyadh.
ended a 10-day strike after reachingate King Sobhuza I, Mswati's successful prosecution.” currently paid. Workers say thatSix housemaids are on deathrowin
an agreementwith the governmentiather, banned political parties on  The Labour Action Plan sets nothe wages are below comparabl®iyadh province alone, and
The retirement bonus wasthat date in 1973. Mswati is ratedspecific benchmarks for reducingpay in the region, which houses aranother 19 female workers have
increased to two months for eactby Forbes magazine as among theiolence for the Colombian industrial hub. been handed death sentences in
yearin service, while workers with world’s 15 richest monarchs, withgovernment to meet to be in  While an official end to the the Western region.
36 years service will receive 72a personal fortune of more thancompliance. Instead, itrequires thalispute had not been reached as of Indonesia has banned
months worth of bonuses. The$100million. He has 13wives, eachnation to establish institutions andApril 2, the strike stopped after recruitmentagencies from sending
rest of their demands are to bevith her own palace. But60% of hisprograms to protect workers. Ifmanagementagreed toraise wagesyaids to work in Saudi Arabia,
implemented after deducting thesubjects live on less than $2 a dayhose programs are ineffective, thdegin drawing up a new collectivesaying that the nation’s legal
LE230 million ($38 million)inthe in one of the world’s poorestgovernment is still technically in agreement, and recognisesystem does not do enough to
form of bonuses, incentives andcountries. compliance with the plan. negotiators from the Interregionalprotect foreign workers e
raises which they took starting in Inone recent example, the local
September2011. . : government of Jamundi fired 43
The striking bus drivers haveBl-"garIan miners municipal workers who began anfi\V 1)V} items in our "Global Class

been demanding higher wagesgtyi effort to unionize. One of the "
independent trade unions; betterStrlke fOI’ Wages activists for the new union, Miguel Struggle Column are from the

spare parts forfggses;] _a?d Proper workers of the Lead and zmtha”atna, was g#rzlged downin the Labour S tart website,
maintenance of the vehicles. The i i ing Street on Marc .
also called fqr _dismissal of COI’I’Up%SS{Sgﬁ ;:}n ﬁ?ﬁ?gﬁlgﬂe I;aec:;g Obarr_]a was '_[O visit Cartagena WWW -IabourSt aﬂ-Org
company officials. producer, rallied again on April 5 Colombla, April 14-15. for the
with demands to receive their long-Summit of the Americas, an . . \
Swazi labour delayed salaries. In the morninginternational conference of political Send me information on the *ﬁ
the metalworkers blocked the maireaders hosted by the Organizatio . = )
body shut down local road, connecting the cities ofof American States. Communist Pafty of Canada e
Kardzhaliand Haskovo. Later they
Swaziland has closed down itsheld a protest rally and a marchG reek labour The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
only labour body, which had supported by residents of the ) fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
threatened to lead a protest againsities. protests Cont| nue The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
Africa’s last absolute monarch Representatives of the against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
King Mswati Ill. Confederation of Independent Opposition to the Greek active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

“Yes, we have been SyndicatesinBulgaria, KNSB, saygovernment's austerity measure
deregistered,” the secretarythey will protest until the money continued this month, with plans
general of the Trade Uniongetstotheworkers’bankaccountsby ferry crews to hold a two-day
Congress of Swaziland told AFPIfthe salaries are not paid soon, thetrike which will severely disrupt Central Committee CPC
on April 5. “We have convened arally and blockades will be movedEaster holiday plans. The sailor’s 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
meeting with the minister (of to the capital Sofia, and to thefederation saysthatno ferrieswill] ~ 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
labour) on the matter.” nearest cross border checkpointsail on April 10-11, during Greek barti G ste du Quebedsection du _ OawaCPC

H H artt Communiste du Quebec(section du Wi

The TUC had threatened to The Lead and Zinc Complex isOrthodox Holy Week. _ Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
bring the small mountain ownedby Valentin Zahariev,now A statement said union| 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Commitiee CPC
kingdom’s economy to a standstillthe former owner of the Gorubsomembers rejected governmen '\E"O”t_fa'v QC, Hav 4(32” 438.338.8800 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
during protests planned for theMadan metal mines. Gorubsoproposals on ending the impassg. ="\ Pea@cpe-pec.carél: 438-338-8890 reax 204-586-7824

: ; ; : ; ; ; ; B.C. Committee CPC )
second week of April. The fledgling Madan minersfinally receivedtheirThe union opposes benefit anq 7o clark drive, vancouver, BC, vsL 331 Ontario Ctee. CPC

federation was formed in Marchoverdue wages atthe end of Marchhealthcare cuts planned as part df 604-254-9836 <cpinfo.bc@gmail.com 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
when the country’s two biggestafter staging protests for twoausterity measures adopted by th egmonton cpc Tl _416'469'2446
labour movements joined forcesweeks. coalition governmentin exchange] Box 68112, 70 Bonnie boon PO Hamiion tee. ":’PA%L 815
The Swaziland Federation of The country’s Economy and for the latest loans to address th o e "o T 760.463.0209  Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
Labour and the SwazilandEnergy Minister says that in Greek deficitcrisis. Caluary CPC Tel: 905-548-9586
Federation of Trade Unions hadMadan and Kardzhali, poor The ferry strike comes soon Um?#ff 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC
deregistered in anticipation of themanagementis to be blamed for thafter a March 29 strike over the| Calgary, AB, T2A 682 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOX 70, Srand Pie, S, BOP 1MO
merger. overdue wages of the workers. Thémpact of austerity measures ir| SaskatchewanCpPC '
The king has faced growingProsecutor’s Office has launchedhe health sector. Thousands of Emai: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
criticismand unprecedented publica probe against Zahariev. workers now lack the )
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A stunning and political win for Galloway

Editorial from the Mornin as he describes himself, play thegpercentage points plus fromMiliband declared his curse of New Labour lives on in
Star (UK), March 30, 2012 race card against his pr|.nC|pa_IeIseWhere.l . determination “that we learn the“support for the. cuts 'age_nQa in
opponent who is of Pakistani Whatneitherthe Establishmeniessons of what happened,response to capitalism’s crisis and

George Galloway’s stunning by- Kashmiri origin, the grandson of media nor the Westminsteralthough his subsequentindifference toworking-class calls
election victory in Bradford West, Azad Kashmiri Assembly former villagers can admit is that thecomments about local factors,for a new direction.
with a massive 55.9 per cent of theleputy speaker Chaudhry Azamworking-class electorate of thisbeing rooted in every community Labour may comfortitself with
poll, is unprecedented in itsPothi and nephew of Pakistaniconstituency, from whateverand showing that“Labour politics currentopinion polls, butthey have
magnitude. People’s Party president Mirpurethnic or religious background,can make a difference to people’srisen through coalition own-goals

For a representative of one ofZulfikar Azam? voted politically. They voted in lives” show no awareness of thenot enthusiastic support for
the three main parliamentary An ethnic breakdown of four successive general electionscale of political alienation. Labour policies.
parties to poll over 50 per cent isBradford West shows 38 per cenfor Marsha Singh, from a Punjabi It isn’t just the plethora of  Bradford West should serve as
unusual. For someone outside thef voters as of Pakistani Muslim Sikh background, who foreign wars from Iraq to awarningoffurtherone-offsinthe
mainstream to haul in so manybackground, soevenifevery singledistinguished himself as part ofAfghanistan, with Syria and Iran future if Labour fails to heed the
votes is unique. person matching this descriptionthe principled minority of Labour on the wish list, that turns off clamourforchange fromabankers’

Galloway’s success has mettheicked Galloway - which clearly MPsto campaign and vote againstraditional Labour voters. The agenda to a people’s agends.
usual tidalwave of trivialisation by they didn’t - he piled up another 18Tony Blair'sillegal invasion of Iraq.
the media and spokespeople fo Farfrom Galloway’s campaign
the parties whose candidates h playing identity cards, it was his CPPC alarmed at Muslim stereotypes
trounced. Voices that ascribed his Labour opponent’s team that was
defeatinthe 2010 general electio reduced, once earliercomplacency The Committee of Progressive Pakistani Canadians (CPPC) saysitis
toanappearanceinared catsuit was punctured on the doorstep, t@larmed at the findings of a survey commissioned jointly by the
Big Brother suggest now that vote raising such matters in a desperatdssociation for Canadian Studies, Montreal, and the Race Relations
recognition based onthat TV sho scrabble for votes. Labour hopefulFoundation, Toronto. The results disclose that “more than half of
made him a shoo-in in Bradford. Imran Hussain was not best serve@€anadians mistrust Muslims,” and another large proportion believe that

Politicians pass off the Bradford by the cards dealt by his partydiscrimination against Muslims is “their own fault.”
by-election as a “one-off.” Every minders, who ensured that he was “There is no doubt that these findings represent what sociologists call
by-election is a one-off, but none on message in backing the militarystereotypes which are defined as distorted pictures in mind, not based on
has ever delivered such a tsuna “mission” in Afghanistan and correctand verifiable information,” says the CPPC. “Yetitis disturbing to
of popular discontent. prevented him from speaking atnote that so many Canadians (52% according to the survey) hold negative

Much has been made of hustings, confirming their lack of views of Muslims which can generate hatred and even violence against
Galloway’s supposed use of th confidence in his ability. a minority group identified on the basis of religion...

“race card” or the propensity for New Labour control-freakery  “Stereotypes are known to be social constructions that serve the
Muslim voters to back him. But George Galloway duringa2010 remains self-evidently alive andinterests of those who create and promote them. As such itis important
how can a “blue-eyed white man,”speaking trip in Canada. unwell in the party apparatus. Edio know why a particular stereotype was created, by whom and for what
purpose? Muslims in North America have been increasingly subjected

to such negative stereotyping since 9/11 when the powerful US

. . = administration decided to wage its ill-conceived global war on terror.

T h e d I rty I Ittl e S e C ret I n T ean This global war was launched with President George W. Bush declaring
famously that "you're either with us or against us,’ thus pre-empting any

rational assessment of its objectives and consequences.

rattlesnakes, fire ants, desertsSubchapter C. Communism.”Sec. “Today, a decade later and untold thousands of lives lost, mostly
mosquitoes the size of butterflies 557.021 reads “DEFINITIONS. In those of men, women and childrenin Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan who

Here in the state of Texas in thecockroaches the size of smalkhis subchapter: (1) “Communist” had nothing to do with 9/11, the war has produced little by way of peace
United States there is a dirty litlemammals, hurricanes, some of theneans a person who commits aor security but a lot of angry and frustrated individuals.
secret that has received littleworst pollution in the world and actreasonably calculatedtofurther ‘The most recent example of this anger and frustration is represented
attention. It is a repulsive, anti-some of the nastiest right-wingthe overthrow of the government:by the actions of Frenchman of Algerian origin, Mohamed Merah who is
democratic relic of the cold war politicians paid for by the ultra- (A) by force or violence; or (B) by reported to have shot dead a teacher and two students in a French school
McCarthy years of vicious anti- wealthy. unlawful or unconstitutional alongwith afew soldiers of his own ethnic background, and the American
communism under which many These extremist politicians andmeans and replace it with aArmy Staff Sgt., Robert Bales, who went on a killing rampage earlier on
patriotic people of this country their benefactors have subjectedommunist government.” Sec.March 11, shootingto death 17 Afghan farmersincluding several children.
suffered. working people to constantly 557.022reads “RESTRICTIONS. “What is obviously common in the brutal actions of the duo is the

Some communists weredeclining wages, benefits and(a) The name of acommunist maymalaise of post-9/11 times poisoned deeply by the war onterror. Yetone
imprisoned and Ethel and Juliussocial services. You have to benot be printed on the ballot for anyis astounded by the portrayal of the stories of Roberts and Mohameds
Rosenberg were executed duringough to live in Texas. primary or general election in thisof our blighted times in the form of two very different narratives by the
this era. The McCarthy years gave At the same time, the state hastate or a political subdivision of world-dominant Western media. Whereas Robert Bale's killing spree is
birth to the twin ugly monsters produced some of the greatesthis state. (b) A person may notinvariably attributed to his possibly suffering from PSTD (Post-traumatic
calledthe Smith Actand McCarranblues artists and has a veryholdanonelected office or positionstress disorder) with no reference to his religion or that of his victims,
Act. Both have been used toprogressive organised laboumwith the state or any political there is rarely a report that fails to identify the religion of Mohamed
persecute communists andmovementwithactive involvementsubdivision of this state if: (1) any Merah and four of his Jewish victims. This is stereotyping at its
working people fighting for their by both the AFL-CIO and SEIU. of the compensation for the officemeticulous best aimed at making sure that the connection between the
rights. The ethnic and racial diversity ofor position comes from public villainous act of Merah and his religion is not lost on anyone.

The McCarran Act was vetoedthe state is one of its greatesfunds of this state or a political “We at the CPPC believe that the best way to promote peace and
by president Harry Truman asassets. subdivision of this state; and (2)harmony in Canada’s multi-ethnic society and to prevent social phobias,
“anti-democratic,”buthisvetowas Nevertheless, Texas statehe employer or superior of theincluding Islamophobiais to abstain from making stereotypical invidious
overturned by a Democratic-government has held on tightly toperson has reasonable grounds fdistinctions between people on the basis of religion, colour, class and

By James Thompson

controlled Congress. a repugnant remnant of the coldelieve that the person is agender no matter in what situations they are caught.”
The Smith Act was signed intowar era some 60 years later duringommunist. www.pakistanicanadians.cae

law by president Franklin a time when there is no Soviet There is also a provision for

Roosevelt during a CongressJnion. enforcement by state agenci

controlled by the Democratic Party. In fact, the last revision of the and/or personnel.
Both laws targeted immigrants adegislation was passedin 1993, well The wording of this legislatior
wellas communists, socialists andafter the Soviet Union ended.  is similar in many regards to th
others. During an email exchange withMcCarran and Smith Acts whicl
Many people refer to the US asacomrade in North Devon, Gerrarchave been largely repudiated
“the land of the free and the homeSables, | happened to mention theepealed at the federal level. Ti
of the brave,” paraphrasing theoutrageous anti-democratic andceople of the state of Indiana faci
revolutionary national anthem ofanti-working-class legislation similar legislation and it was
this country written during a time which is still on the books broughtbefore the Supreme Cot
when there was a monumentaprohibiting communists from and was overturned.
struggle against British colonialismholding public office or even  The legislation is in direc
andimperialism. holding a state government job incontradiction with the CPUS/
Theword Texasis derived fromTexas. He expressed outrage atonstitution. There is nothing il
a Caddo native American languagehis human rights violationin Texasthe constitution of the CPUS/
word “teyshas” which meansand encouraged me to fightit. about “violent overthrow of the
“friends” or “allies.” The Texas | had felt for a long time that it government” except unde
state motto, accordingly, isneeded to be fought, but hesitatedisciplinary procedures.
“friendship.” because of lack of support. His Under Article VII, Section 2
However, most people associatsupport was invaluable in spurring(Disciplinary Procedures an

Young workers eclipse Vega's star

The small Vega was slar-crossed from the beginning. Born
as campetition for the foreign car invasion, i was rushed in
development and production by GM bean counters in 197

R R R R R R

country located in the deep south. Title 5, Subtitle A, Chapter 557, 1870: The Vega debacle marked the start of GM's long decline

We have swamps, alligators,Subchapter A. Sedition and see TEXAS, page 11

Texans with the image of me to begin the fight against thisAppeals), the CPUSA constitutio | The Lordstawn Ohin plant's mostly young, kong-haired, workers %
“toughness.” It is apt, given theatrocity. declares: “Subject to the | jaced rabot-driven speadups. job cuts and resuliant quality "
inclement weather and politics The Texas law appears agrovisions of this article, any | pratlams. In the reballious spirit of the age, they walked cutin - &
inherent in this region of the follows: member shall be expelled fromtt | & wildcat sirike that iasted a monih and cost G 5150 million §

=
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Communist s condemn austerity budgetin Ont  ario

The CPC (Ontario) hason civil, labour and democratic would still be lower than in the US, settlement of land claims students and all those inside
condemned the Ontario Budgetrights, undermining social andand still be one of the lowest in the- support TVO, culture, amateurand outside the Legislature
delivered March 27, as a massivequality rights, driving down living industrialized world. sports and recreation opposed to austerity, to unite

attack on working people and thestandards, stripping the province “Putting Ontariotoworkwould - enact public auto insurance  in action to force this minority
poor that will destroy tens of of its public assets and naturakeduce the costs of unemployment, double corporate income taxeslLiberal government to
thousands of jobs, drive downwealth, militarizing the economy, increase purchasing power and takestore the capital tax; expandwvithdraw its austerity budget,
wages, pensions, incomes andnd removing all impediments torevenues, and move the economgapital gains; introduce wealth andand bring in a new budget that
living standards. Combined withunbridled corporate power andtowards productivity, growth and inheritance taxes on estates oveneets the needs of working
the austerity measures in theprofiteeringin Ontario. recovery. $750,000; and enacta progressivpeople, the unemployed and
federal budget, it could push the “Defeatingthe Liberalstoenable “Implemented, fullemployment tax system based on ability to paythe youth who have seen their
province into another deepthe Torieswould be akinto jumpingpolicies combined with progressive- protect and expand labour, civil,jobs, wages, incomes,
economic recession. out of the frying pan into the fire. tax policies based on ability to paysocial and democratic rights pensions, savings, security
The Executive of the CPC Working people must mobilize, would seethe $16 billionprovincial “This is a prescription for a and futures slashed. There is
(Ontario) also warned that theorganize and unite in massdeficit disappear over time asPeoples Recoveryin Ontario,”an alternative, and it’'s worth
threat of legislated wage controlsndependentpolitical actionto defearecovery takes hold. said Rowley. “We call on the fighting for. No more handouts
is a dangerous attack on fredhis budget, and force this minority “Instead of austerity, thelabour and democratictothe 1%. No more tightening
collective bargaining and on civil governmentto bringinanew budgegovernment supported by the NDRmovements, the youth andthe belts of the 99% é
and democratic rights. crafted to address people’s needshould adopt a budget that will:
“There’s not much air betweennot corporate greed. - create jobs; and stop mass la
the Liberals and Tories when it “Real recovery - arecovery for offs, plant closures and de-
comes to bashing workers and thpeople of their jobs, wages,industrializationwith plant closure
poor, and restricting their rights.incomes, pensions, living legislationand foreigninvestment
They both unerringly deliver the standards and purchasing powerlegislation with teeth; and an
goods to Big Business, the banksequires the government toenvironmentally sustainable,
and financial sector, andaddress the revenue crisis causedalue-added, industrial and
transnational corporations like Vale by decades of corporate tax cutsmanufacturing strategy for Ontarioj
US Steel, Caterpillar, Rio Tinto-thethe elimination of progressive - raise wages, incomes, pension
source of the crisis in Ontario” saidtaxation and tax policies in Ontario,and living standards
CPC (Ontario) leader Elizabethand massive chronic job losses in increase spending on social

Rowley. “Everything thatfallsinthe industry and manufacturing. programs, health, public and post . .
way of bigger and bigger corporate “Doubling corporate income secondary education; scrap skyt The Fifth of the Month to Free the Five
profits is under acute attack.” taxes (CIT) to 22%, restoring therocketing tuition feesand userfees 35 in the worldwide action to Free the Cuban Five on the 5tH day

“The Tories’ push to force an capitaltax, raising capital gains tax- build a provincial system of | ¢ o5ch month! Write to President Obama and demand that he Free
electionis not to protect the peopleo 100% of gains, introducing wealthuniversally accessible affordablg o cuban Fivé:

of Ontario, but to advance theirand inheritance taxes on estateguality public childcare
goal of building Tory majorities at over $750,000 are steps that would build affordable social housing,| E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
the provincial and federal level,move Ontario into recovery veryand properly fund cities Onthe web: http:/Aww.whitehouse.gov/contact
and of using their majority to quickly. WithaUS CIT rate of over -investin Aboriginal communities | Phone 1-202-456-1111
introduce even more restrictions44%, Ontario’s corporate taxesand press for an early and just Fax 1-202-456-2461
Telegram: President Barack Obama, The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 2500, USA

For more information, see http://thecuban5.org or

M ixe d reS p O n SeS to B e dfo rd www.canadiannetworkoncuba.ca

case legal ruling Federal Budget cuts
Perhaps not surprisingly, the AccordingtoEmilie Laliberté, director Association of Sexual Assault Centres, jObS and SerViceS....

March 26 Ontario Court of Appeal of Chez Stella, “We believe it's long Native Women’s Association of
decision on issues related tooverduethatallofthelawscriminalizingCanada, Canadian Association of
prostitution and sex work (tfiBedford  sexwork, indoors and outdoors, be struckElizabeth Fry Societies, Vancouver
case) has been metwith awide range afown by the Supreme Court. TheyRape Reliefand Women's Shelter, and

in three seniors already qualifies

continued from page 5
pag for the Guaranteed Income

responses. contravene our fundamental rights: ouothers. eclipsed by the scale of spendingupplement to Old Age Security.
In a 3-2 split, the Court found thatright to life, liberty and security. ~ The Coalition expressed “mixed cuts.” For example, spending onEffectively, taxpayers are picking
criminalizing “bawdy houses” is Decriminalization saves lives.” feelings” about the ruling: “We are the Youth Employment Strategy isup the cost of inadequate employer

unconstitutional, and modifiedthelaws ~ Similar views were presented bycritical of the upholding of the phoosted by only $50 million fortwo pensions.

on“living on the avails of prostitution” Maggie’s Toronto Sex Workers communication provision with no years, and an olderworker program Butas expected, the budget will

(except in cases of exploitation).  Action Project, which is Canada’s differentiation between the women injg increased by just $6 million overincrease the age of eligibility for
This aspect of the ruling was oldest sex worker run organization,prostitution and the men who arethree years. The National Researc®AS and GIS from age 65 to 67,

welcomed by the women sex workers'dedicated to assisting sex workers irbuying sexual services. Asintervenerg o ncil’'s program to support phased in between 2023 and 2029.

who had challenged the law, and byour right to live and work with safety we argued to the court that women i']nnovation by small and medium-The CLC argues that “the increase
sized businesses gota $110 milliotin the retirement age seems mainly

groups which advocate for the legaland dignity.” prostitution should not be
and social rights of such workers. Keisha Scott, the coordinator ofcriminalized. We know that the spending boost, and the Budgeintended to force mainly lower
announced $150 million over twoincome workers to stay in the

Accordingto Chez Stella, aMontreal-Maggie'’s, called the majority of women enter prostitution

based group, “Itis avictory in and of “communication” aspect of the ruling due to conditions of economic, social ; . i

itself to be able to work legally “a letdown for the most vulnerable and racial inequality... Aboriginal .years n smal_l community Workfpr_celonger.. .
indoors, alone or in groups and tosex workers who are largely streetwomen are over-represented andnfrastructure projects. _ Raising the retirement age will
have the right to have people aroundndigenous and transgendered sexictimized in the sex industry, which 1 hese amounts are dwarfed bympact those who would qualify

to increase security, such asworkers.” testifies to the link between racism andhe tax bre“aks which the Harpeffor the GIS supplement, especially
receptionists, drivers, managers, Maggie’s circulated other opinions misogyny in prostitution. _Torle,:s call “the best way to createolder workers who already face
agency owners, etc.” along these lines, such as thiscomment “We are relieved that the courtjobs.” Corporate tax cuts will costvery high rates of poverty. Future

However, as Chez Stella statedby Emily van der Muelen, Assistantupheld the living off the avails $13 billion in lost revenues in theseniors with low incomes will be
“Most disappointing is that three outProfessor in the Department ofprovisions in relation to exploitation fiscalyear2012-13 alone. The CLCcompelled to either “save more”
of five judges agree to maintain theCriminal Justice and Criminology, but are very troubled by the strikingwants to raise the federal corporaténot a realistic option), work longer
Criminal Code sanctions aroundRyerson University: “The failure to down of the bawdy house provisionstax rate fromtoday’s 15%to 19.5%,and more hours (difficult for many
communicating in public for the strike down the communication law It gives men permission now to buystill one of the lowest in the G7in poor health), or live in poverty.
purpose of prostitution which to usmeans that the most vulnerable sewomen in indoor prostitution. countries. Thischangewouldraise On another critical issue, fewer
is incomprehensible, because as workers will continue to face arrest, “The Court of Appeal of Ontario gbout $10 billion this year. than 40% of the 1.4 million
result of these laws, people workingpolice harassment, prosecution anthas clearly recognized what the  Another major theme of the unemployed workers in Canada
on the street are subject to the mostiolence.” Women’s Coalition has beenarguing:c| C's budget response has beereceive Employment Insurance
repression and human rights abuses. Kara Gillies, alongtime sexworker prostitution is inherently dangerousthe attack on public pensions benefits today. But the Budget
Tothis end, intheir dissenting opinion,and activist for legal reforms, addedin virtually any circumstances. We \nich fall well short of replacing announces that it will “strengthen
two judges recognize the “While striking downthe bawdy house concur with the Court, tha’[amodern,the 50 to 70% of pre-retirementand clarify what is required of

o o e o e o oo L o o e ety pncome needed to mainain ving(regular ) claimants g
’ ’ standards. Only about one in fouraccount their individual claims

is not working on the street in and ofenough. The anti-prostitution lawsequality.” . . . .
itself that is dangerous but rather thevork togetherto jeopardize sexworkers Hilla Kerner for The Canadian workers in the private sector nc_)Wh|st0ry. In ot_her Words,_new job
communicating law that contributessafety. It is not tenable to have a safé\ssociation of Sexual AssauItCenter4aelongs to an employer pensiorsearch requirements will further
to the violence to which sex workersplace to see a client if you can't screersaid, “We are calling on the CanadiarP!@; and others rely on RRSPseduce the number of El claimants.
are exposed. Two reports issued byiim first or clearly set out what you parliamentto follow Sweden and othetVhich generate low and uncertain - The CLC'’s conclusion: “Given
the Department of Justice (1989 offer, your rates and your safe sexcountries by bringing forward '€turns. that growth is expected to remain
1994) that evaluated the impact of theequirements. ” legislation that in one hand prevent Fullyone-halfof“babyboomer” modest and unemployment rates
communicating law concluded that A different perspective came from men from buying sexual services andniddle income earners bornare projected to remain high over
the criminalization of street sexthe Women’'s Coalition for the on the other hand provide economidetween 1945and 1970 willface anhis period, Budget 2012 can
workers and their clients contributesAbolition of Prostitution, which security to women to protect themincome shortfall of at least 25%scarcely be described as a jobs and
to violence against sex workers.”  includes groups such as the Canadiaflom resorting to prostitution"e  after retirement, says the CLC. Ongyrowth budget.’®
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Sun, the 4.6-billionth such round-* Between 20 and 500 species wil
trip. It will rotate about its axis disappear from the planet.
exactly once. Extinctions are occurring 100 to
* 40,000 acres of land, an ared,000 times faster than the norma
about the size of Boise, Idaho willbackground rate. : .
be converted to desert. * Burning 3 billion gallons of
*200 milliontons of topsoilwillbe oil and other fossil fuels will 31st Annual Walk for Peace,
lost through erosion fromrelease 70 million tons of Earth, and Justice, Sat., April
croplands. carbon dioxide into the 21, gather at the Legislature
*Earth will travel 1.6 millionmiles * 50,000 acres of forest will beatmosphere, nudging thell:30 am, walk at 12 noon to
in its annual journey around theeliminated. planet’s temperature upward.Centennial Square for
* 3 million tons of iron ore, 575 speeches, entertainment, info
thousand tons of tin, 330 thousandables. Call 250-888-2588.

tons of bauxite (for aluminum), and

34 thousand tons of copper will b
ripped from the Earth. Earth Day Parade, Sunday,
*800 million people willgotobed aApril 22, 11 am-3 pm, march on
hungry. ) o Commercial from Broadway
* 18,000 children will die from Skytrain to Grandview Park
chronic hunger, malnutrition, andcejebration, organized by
related diseases. . Wilderness Committee and
*The world willspend $3 billionon vy guth for Climate Justice.
military expenditures, half by the
United Statese

Earth Day
Facts

Source - http://
sustainability.und.edu/
earthday.html

People'svoice deadlines

May 1-15 issue: Thursday, April 19
May 16-31 issue: Thursday, May 3

Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1

<pvoice@telus.net> Solidarity Notes Labour

Choir, concert Sunday, April
. 22,7 pm, Unitarian Church (49th
Climate change debates.... & 0ak), tickets $20 from
People’s Co-op Books.
the changing weather patterns, wéhat we will end up with a dead |eft Film Night, Sunday, April
might even be able to plant cropgplanet in the not-very-distant29, 7 pm Centre for Socialist
emissions over the past decadi the desert. future. Education, 706 Clark Dr. This
while Australian emissions have Again, a shallow and Itisnolonger, really, a questionmonth: “Class Dismissed”,
continued to increase. unscientific analysis. We mostof whether global warming is critical documentary on TV
certainly will not be able to “cherry- happening, it is a question of howportrayals of the working class.
pick” the plethora of changes thatmuch Planet Earth can stand. OuFree, call 604-255-2041 forinfo.
will occur with global warming. future, the future of the globe, is to
Some deniers argue that climatévlany species will not survive theimportant to allow privateero-'\r/ll?g Iiﬂagylia’lal\i/{(s%zﬁtehr?rn?;ggﬁ
change, whether natural or humanrapid acceleration of heat. Itis notcorporate barons to exploit on a, 4pm OrgzinizedbyVaﬁcouver
induced, will happen anyway. Itisjustaquestion of relocating severatampaging, cut-throatbasis, withoutg Dis.trict Labour Council
unstoppable, so why bother tryingmillion people when the oceansregard to the total ecology. NOWOccupyVancouver & others '
We could all do with less polar icerise. If the ocean becomes acidicnore than ever, the people of the '
(the Antarctic will be easier to most current species dependenworld, the 99 percentifyouwill, must J=fsTetteTstre SN}

mine!) and afew less glaciers. Withon it will die. Itis entirely possible grasp the ownership of the Earth’
major resources in order to save itMay Day rally, Tuesday, May

“Selfregulation”, whetherinthe 1 9ather 5:30 pm Corbett Hall
media, advertising or problem/@wn, march down Whyte Ave.
gambling, simply does not work. ©© End of Steel Park.

“Carbon trading schemes”, taxesCultural Dinner Celebration

and regulation are only half-bakedfor Victor Jara Dance Group,

measures designed to mak&at., May 19,7 pm, Holiday Inn,
capitalismbehave like agoodcitize4485 Gateway Boulevard
- it never does. The production,(Evergreen Ballroom), to
use and distribution of energy isrecognizeitslong artistic history
too important to be leftin the handsand contributions, donation $40,
of profit-motivated cowboys. Itis tickets from Panaderia Latinain
a“commanding heights” industry! Millwoods 5716-19A Ave., for

This is the very worst time for info 780-462-5295.
governments to be privatising
electricity. Working people must
assert and extend thei
management over such vita
resources. The future of Spaceshif
Earth demands ite

continued from page 7

6) “So what?”

In Memory of
TOM BULL
Anna Yanovsky

East Toronto Club,
CPC

Texas fight for democracy

movements to fight injustice andrepealing anti-communist
advance the interests of workingegislation, they will be opposing
party who is a strikebreaker, apeople. We must start in our owndemocracy. If rightwingers support
provocateur, engaged inback yard. If we are unable torepealing anti-communist
espionage, an informer, or whoeffectively fight for our interests legislation, they will be voting to
advocates force and violence oascommunists, how canwe expecupport communists.
terrorism, or who participates inworking people to fight for their ~ Perhapsthis effort will redefine |
the activities of any group whichrights and interests? what “freedom” means in the US.
acts to undermine or overthrow There needs to be a worldwide To raise your objections please
any democratic institutions campaigntorepeal anti-communiswvrite to: Secretary of the Senate
through which the majority of the legislationin Texas and other state®atsy Spaw, The Senate of Texas
American people can express theiof the US. PO Bo0x 12068, Austin, TX78711-
right to determine their destiny.” Indeed, anti-communist 2068 or email:

Someone recently observedegislation around the world shouldpatsy.spaw@senate.state.tx.us
that the definition of “communist” be fought and defeated once and Messages of solidarity can be
held by the state of Texas excludefor all. Such an effort has thesent to
allmembers ofthe Communist Partypotential to force rightwingers into gerrard.sables@phonecoop.coop
USA. acorner. which will be forwarded to Houston

Infact, most CPUSAmembers If rightwingers oppose communistse

REDS ON THE WEB

which would prohibit individuals
who meet the state definition of a
“co_mmunist" from holding pu_blic

office or a state government job as WWW.Communist-party.Ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

continued from page 9

FREE ADMISSION

¢ | Food & refreshments
long as the inappropriate label o

“communist” is not used to
categorise such terrorists.

Itisimportantto remember that
communistswork to form coalitions
of people in an effort to build mass

SPEAKERS - MSIC - CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

Sponsored by United May Day Committee of Toronto
Endorsed by dozens of labour, political, community and
solidarity organizations
For more information, visit our Facebook event page:
"May Day Cultural Event"

What's Left

Winnipeg, MB

Marxism course , information
or to register, contact the
Communist Party, phone 586-
7824 or send email to cpc-
mb@changetheworldmb.ca

Toronto, ON

Dinnerand Eveningin praise
of Dave Rigby , Sat., April 14,
doors 6 pm. Ausp: Central
Committee, CPC. For tickets
and info, call416-469-2446.

La Colmenita (The Beehive),
the Cuban Children’s
Theatre Group, performances
April 19 (6:30 pm) and April 21
(7 pm), Royal Theatre, 608
College St., advance tickets
$25 from Soundscapes, 572
College. For more information,
call 647-403-7308, or see
www.lacolmenita.cult.cu.

Ontario Day of Action:
Demand Prosperity, Not
Austerity, Sat., April 21, 3-5
pm, Queen’s Park, organized
by Ontario Federation of Labour
and allies. For info call OFL,
416-571-3087.

Workers Unite, Stand Up and
Fight!, celebrate May Day, the
international worker’'s day.
Performers, speakers,
children’s program, food &
refreshments, free admission.
Sunday, April 29, 2-6 pm,
Steelworker’s Hall, 25 Cecil St.
Visit “Mayday Cultural Event”
on Facebook for info, or phone
416-469-2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every

Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT”", 3941 St-
Denis Street.

Family-friendly event with
children's program
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Albert a Communist s challenge Big Oil regime

Special to PV the 1920s.

two Communist Party-Alberta midst of stagnation elsewhereworkers working two, three and

Reflecting this history and the candidates are on the ballot for th&€ontradictions abound. We arefour jobs and using food banks.

Alberta has a reputation as aurgent issues of the 21st centuryApril 23 election. Ten thousandtold there are plenty of jobs andStudents who should be studying

right-wing province, in part due to

its political history. From 1935 tn

1971, Alberta was governed |

Social Credit, which quickl

dropped its populist origins 1 .
become amainstream pro-busin rha
party. The past41 years have s

regular majorities for th
Conservatives, closely linked

Big Oil and other corporat O

interests. When voters go to t

polls on April 23, the mai
contenders are the Conservatr

led by “moderate” Premier Alisc :
Redford, and Danielle Smith .
Wildrose, a more stridently righ

wing party. e
But Alberta also has a story ¢:
progressive politics, i .}ﬁ

Edmonton, where the NDP h  mi )
often elected sizable numbers %-
MLAs, but also in some easte «
and northern rural areas, and
coal-mining communities such

Drumheller and Blairmore, whe R
the Communist Party of Cana Hini

had a major influence starting

copies of the party’s electionflyera shortage of labour, butare working more hours to pay for
are being delivered, featuring theunemployment stays high. Weeducation. Children are entering
slogan, “We are the 99% whoare told that our quality of life the workplace in greater numbers
demand: Put People Before Profit"depends on the success of oilo help with family living costs. All
Runningin Edmonton MillCreek companies, but their profits arethis while big oil companies
is the party’s provincial leader, not reinvested in us. We are toldcontinue to post record profits!
Naomi Rankin, aretired computerthat Alberta is a land of plenty, “And what is the forty-year
programmer who has been aet food bank use soars. Theegime’s response? More of the
political activistin peace,women’sRedford government will be same ‘lease, diganddump.’ Don’t
and social justice groups since theolling out “austerity’ because touch the brake’ has been dressed
age of 15. the game planisto discipline theup in a new suit - “sustainable
Joining her in the campaign isworking class and roll back thegrowth’ for big engineering,
Bonnie Devine intheworking classgains we made in previousconstruction and oil companies.
riding of Calgary East. A decades. The Occupy movementVhilethe mostvulnerable workers
telecommunications worker,is the most recent dramaticlabour without union protection,
Bonnie Devine is the president ofexample of confronting this oil executives and speculators are
her union local and a prominentagenda. Keep popular dissentnaking outlike bandits. Instead of
anti-racist activist. growing by voting Communist.” representing all Albertans, Premier
Despite Alberta’s other The Communist election Redford is sent by Harper to
reputation as a “well-off” message goes on to describe thé&/ashington DC to assure Big Ol
province, working people and situationfacingworkersin Alberta: that their plans and profits are safe
their families are under sharp “Longer hours, worsening with the Progressive
attack, says the Communist Partyworking conditions, larger debts,Conservatives in Alberta
“Alberta’s economy is geared tohigher rents, underfunded reducedontinuing in power.”
uncontrolled growth with record quality health care, increasing This sharp criticism is
profits for energy corporations tuition, over-crowded classrooms,accompanied by a call to “replace
and financial speculators in thenot enough schools, and lack othe corporate agenda with a
affordable childcare. Low paid people’s agenda!’®

Profits near record highs, jobless stuck

Official unemployment figures for January and
February showed tiny improvements, but 1.4 million
Canadians are still out of work nearly four years after
the economic shock of 2008. Statistics Canada says
that 7.2% of the Canadian workforce are jobless and
actively seeking employment, down slightly from the
rates from 2011; however, this does not account for
hundreds of thousands who have dropped out of the
workforce, unable to find employment, or many
more stuck working a few hours a week in part-time,
casual, low-paid, dead-end jobs.

On the other hand, operating profits at Canadian
corporations increased to $71.4 billion for the fourth
quarter of 2011, up 9% from the previous quarter,

Quarterly operating profits (Statistics Canada)
%0

says Statistics Canada. In total, profits for the year
2011 hit $264.8 billion, recovering to almost the
historic peak reached during the pre-recession period.

Corporations in 15 of the 22 industry groups
tracked by StatsCan reported higher profits in the
fourth quarter of 2011. The profits at financial firms
increased 21.8 per cent to $17.9 billion for the 4th
quarter, led by insurance companies which racked up
just over $1.9 billion. Remember that next time you
look at the monthly insurance payments on your bank
statement.

Profits in manufacturing industries led the profit
parade in the non-financial sector in the fourth
quarter, increasing 19.9% to $14.2 billion. During
the entire twelve months of 2011, manufacturing
corporations raked in $49.5 billion - just when many

people wondered if this sector still exists in Canada!
& Looking at the oil and gas sector, the BFFs (“best
friends forever”) of the Harper Tories, operating profits
o for 2011 surpassed $16.1 billion, including a tidy
il sum of $4.4 billion during the final three months of the
year. Note that “petroleum and coal products
- manufacturers” are placed in a separate category by
40 StatsCanada, which reports that corporations in this
sector took in over $11 billion for the year.
- Summing up, 2011 was a great year for the bosses,
0 whether they own corporations engaged in digging up
our natural resources, transforming these into
1e commodities, or keeping track of all the wealth created
0 by workers. But for the vast majority of the population,
I T T e T T T T L R T it was not so great. Just another year of the capitalist
S006 2007 20 2000 2010 201 rule: the rich get richer, and the poor get poorer. ®
NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!
: ; r—— === n
Every issue of PeorLE’s VoicE | ) |
gives you the latest on the | People < |
fightback from coast to coast. | |
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat | |
the HarperT ories, resist ance to | |
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba | |
or workers’ struggles around the | O $30 for 1 year 0 $50 for 2 years |
\(I:\g)rg((j),r;\tlg \r{r?e%?; t/r\]lﬁnr]te ;\:isn:he | O Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year |
; | O outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year |
And we do more than that-we : Name :
report and analyze event s from a | |
revolutionary perspective, helping | Address |
to build the movement s for justice
. | Postal Code |
and equality , and eventually for a | |
socialist Canada. Read the p aper | Send to: People’s Voice, |
that fight s for working people— on | 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 |
every p age—in every issue! L 1207 |

The Communist election message and platform can
be downloaded at www.communistparty-alberta.ca

“There is an alternative - where
the tremendous wealth created
by Alberta workers is used for
the people’s needs”

Excerpts from the April 23 election platform
of the Communist Party-Alberta

QUALITY OFLIFEAND development in post-carbon
SOCIAL SERVICES technologies; process energy

*Reduce the cost of shelter: Fundesources in Alberta - keep good
CMHC insurance costs for first jobs here.
time home buyers; impose rent
controls; build 100,000 WORKINGCONDITIONS
provincially subsidized housing * Repeal barriers to unionization;
units; public ownership of double the minimum wage,
utilities to reduce costs toindexed to inflation and no
consumers. exceptions; 32-hour work week
* Provide quality health care - with no loss in take-home pay;
publicly funded and delivered: full rights for foreign workers to
End alluserfees; expand medicarenite, not divide workers; end
with dental care, prescriptions,child labour in Alberta.
eye care and health promotion;
increase staffing, reduce wait ENVIRONMENT
times; provide quality public * Enforce strict environmental
facilities for an aging population controls; prohibitive fines to
- including home-care and polluters; criminal charges for
institutional care. corporate executives. major
*Create free child care programspublicly funded research into
Fully funded childcare; before alternative energy and non-
and after-school care programspolluting oil sands extraction,
a nurse in every school. with public ownership of patents;
*Fund all public education: More require full environmental clean-
teachers and allied healthup before new oil sands projects;
professionals; no parent fees fotake public ownership in energy
school trips, school supplies,projects - up to 100% - to obtain
sports, cultural programs or textpublic access to corporate
boos; reduced hours for teacherdjnancial secrets and internal
more apprenticeship training; noreports on environmental
post-secondary school fees; freenatters.
public transportation to and from
school; free lunch programsin all
public schools.

DEMOCRATICRIGHTS
*Labour rights are human rights!
* Pay equity legislation

ECONOMY *First Nations community rights
* Public ownership in energy to self-government,
corporations; increase energyenvironmental protection, and
royalties to at least average worldeconomic development
rates; stop fuelling the American* Full human rights protection to
war machine; diversify sales oflesbian/gay/bisexual/
energy resourcestodomesticanttransgendered/questioning
foreign customers pledged to(LGBTQ) persons
peaceful use; use a portion of oi Proportional representation -
revenues to diversify the make every vote count
economy; end dependence oriPublic funding of all registered
energy extraction; research angbarties




