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It took a decade, but B.C.
workers have finally won an

increase in the minimum wage,
thanks to a labour campaign

which put huge pressure on the
provincial Liberal government.

Despite a record number of new
members elected to the Irish

parliament - and some important
gains for left forces - the same

neoliberal policies will be imposed
by the country's new coalition.
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The federal NDP has steadily watered
down its stance against the war in

Afghanistan. Now, they have backed
the imperialist war against Libya.
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OUR CITYOUR CITYOUR CITYOUR CITYOUR CITY,,,,,
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OUR FUTURE!OUR FUTURE!OUR FUTURE!OUR FUTURE!OUR FUTURE!
April 9 Community Day of

Action in T oronto
Call issued by Good Jobs For All Coalition, Canadian
Federation of Students-Ontario, Toronto and York
Region Labour Council, Ontario Federation of Labour,
Canadian Labour Congress

Since taking office in November, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford has
begun implementing his own personal agenda, frighteningly similar
to the Tea Party Republicans in Wisconsin and Ohio whose actions
have sparked massive protests. Ford has made it clear that he is hell
bent on selling off public services, derailing public transit, targeting
trade unions and rolling-back Toronto’s environmental plans. This
style of “aggressive conservatism” is designed to usher in a new
wave of Harris-style cuts across Ontario.

Toronto should be a city that everyone can be proud of - one that
serves all its residents regardless of income, which celebrates its
diversity and plays a leadership role in crucial areas like climate
change and social equality. Today, all of these priorities are under
threat in Toronto. Tomorrow they could be challenged in any town
or city in Ontario!

What’s at stake?
* Services and programs that serve every resident and community
* Public transit serving all neighbourhoods
* Environmental leadership in challenging climate change
* Keeping public control of public services
* Safeguarding vital public assets
* Good jobs and the fundamental rights of workers

On Saturday, April 9, come to Toronto to help defend good jobs,
public services and greener cities throughout Ontario. Together, we
can challenge the conservative agenda that is threatening our jobs,
our livelihoods and our neighbourhoods.

For information on the rally and about buses to Toronto, contact
the rally organizers:

Eddie Ste. Marie (CLC), 416-441-3710 x226 or estemarie@clc-ctc.ca
Laurie Hardwick (OFL), 416-571-3087 or lhardwick@ofl.ca ●
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To mark May Day 2011, People's Voice will print greetings
from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in
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By Liz Rowley

Labour and its community allies
across Ontario will meet in
Toronto’s Dundas Square on April
9th to deliver a clear message to
right-wing Mayor Ford and
Council: privatization of public
services and assets, and attacks
on free collective bargaining and
the right to strike, won’t be
tolerated in Toronto or any other
Ontario cities.

The blunt message is backed up
by an angry labour movement,
galvanized by what’s happening
in Wisconsin, Ohio and now
Michigan. Republican Governors
and legislators in those states have
pushed through legislation
eliminating free collective
bargaining, levelling public
education and social spending, and
selling off public assets in a firesale.

In March, the Toronto and York
Region Labour Council brought in
Michael Pyne, a Steel staff rep from
Wisconsin, who told delegates
about the epic struggle at the State
Capitol Building. For weeks,
massive demonstrations have
opposed the wholesale destruction
of public education, public
services and public sector
bargaining. After years of take-
backs and set-backs, the working
class in at least three US states is
on its feet, fighting to push back
the tea-party’s “corporate
revolution”.

Recognizing the similarities
between Wisconsin and the rapid-
fire assaults in Toronto by Mayor
Rob Ford and “Ford nation” after
just 100 days in office, the labour
and democratic movement has
issued an urgent call to action.

The OFL and Labour Councils
across the province are organizing
buses and carloads for April 9th to
protest Toronto City Council’s
attacks on the right to strike for
transit workers, and the

April 9 Rally: “A  Toronto for Everyone!”
privatization of garbage collection
in the western half of the city this
year and the eastern half next year.
Another issue is the wholesale
removal of the publicly-appointed

Board of the Toronto Community
Housing Corporation, and the
expected privatization of the largest
public housing corporation in
Canada, housing 164,000 tenants.
Thousands of municipal
employees face job losses unless
this agenda is reversed, with four
more years to go before the next
municipal election.

The OFL is deeply involved
because of the depth and breadth
of the attack on public sector
workers, assets and services in
Canada’s largest city, but also
because the outcome of the battle
in Toronto will be the “future
normal” across Canada.

For those wanting to know what
cities might look like under a Tory
majority in Ottawa, the answer is
easy - take a look at the first 100
days of “Ford Nation” in Toronto.
And if there’s a still a doubt, read

the PM’s lips: Harper plans to win
this election in the GTA - the burbs
around Toronto. How? With Ford
Nation, he said in an interview just
before calling the election. The

hidden agenda isn’t so hidden.
The April 9th protest will be an

important event during the federal
election, and deserves the massive
support of all those who care about
democracy and the future of
Canadian cities. Stopping the
Ford-Harper-Hudak express in
Toronto and the GTA will be a
great service to the whole of
Canada this spring.

Electing MPs who will deliver
an agenda for people (not for
profits), and an agenda for cities,
will be a big step forward. Such an
agenda should include building
new affordable public and social
housing stock, and amassing
public lands and assets instead of
selling them off. It means expanding
public transit and building a
publicly-owned Canadian
transportation industry. It requires
a new financial deal for

municipalities, to provide adequate
and stable funding for cities to
rebuild infrastructure, such as
roads, bridges, sewers and water
treatment plants.

An agenda for people means a
Canada-wide child care program,
expanded public hospitals and
schools, publicly owned and
administered long term care
facilities, and improved services to
women, Aboriginals, youth, and
new Canadians. All of these are
services delivered in cities and

Protesters at the G20 in Toronto last June (PV photo: Ed Bil)

By Johan Boyden, Montreal

Over 50,000 people marched in
the streets of Montreal last month
against the provincial Charest
austerity budget. The March 12
rally was called by l’Alliance
sociale, and la Coalition opposée a
la tarification et a la privatisation
des services publics (the Social
Alliance, and the Coalition
Opposed to user fees and
privatization), which consists of
the labour movement, students,
environmentalists, women’s
groups and many other people’s
organizations in Quebec.

The Coalition and the Alliance
are calling for a radical break with
the policies of the Charest Liberals
and a sustained government
intervention in the economy, “to
ensure universal access, without
discrimination, to public health
services and quality education,
social programs ensuring full
respect for human rights, and the
creation of decent jobs.”

The massive march paraded
down some of the main streets of
Montreal, gathering outside the
office of the Premier. It was a family
affair, marshalled and strong, with
colourful banners, bubble-head
puppets, an enormous red cloth a
block long (symbolizing the red
square, a mobilization symbol of

the students), and giant letters
spelling out “the budget is a matter
of choice” in response to the “no
alternative” line of the government.

The Parti Communiste du
Québec expressed full support
with the mobilizations and called
upon the demonstrators to return
to the streets and keep up the
battle. The PCQ is advocating for
a general and political or social
strike to boot out the current
government and trigger an election.

The PCQ produced a special
issue of its newspaper Clarté for
the action, and made almost $400 in
street sales. “This shows people
are very interested in left-wing
ideas, they are recognizing our
paper, and that our capacity to sell
is better,” a spokesperson from the
newspaper said.

Speakers at the rally demanded
the withdrawal of regressive
measures, including the infamous
“health tax”, rising tuition and fees.
To pay for this they want a larger
tax contribution from the wealthy
and businesses, higher royalties
on natural resources, and a fight
against tax evasion and tax havens.

“This budget will mortgage our
future,” said Claudette
Carbonneau, the president of
Quebec’s CSN Labour Federation.
“It is a disaster for education,
retirement, and the environment.”

Carbonneau took aim at the
government’s widely touted plans
for industrial development in
northern Quebec.

“Instead of putting up a major
project to electrify transport, thus
supporting the manufacturing
industry in Quebec, the govern-
ment will be [taking] several small
steps, such as the development of
ethanol cycling network green or
credit tax credit for efficient
vehicles” Carbonneau said, noting
that the plan was more about mega-
profits than job creation. ●

50,000 march in Montreal

RALLY for a TORONTO for EVER YONE
Sat., April 9, 1:00 pm , Dundas Square

municipalities across Canada.
Electing MPs who will respect

the rights of cities and school
boards to local autonomy and
democracy is now urgent, in light
of the attack by very powerful
reactionary forces.

An injury to one is an injury to
all! Dump the Tories! Block the
Right! All out on April 9th!

(Ontario Communist leader Liz
Rowley is the Party’s federal
election candidate in Brampton-
Springdale.) ●

PV Fund Drive
on hold...

Due to the May 2 federal
election, the annual People's
Voice Fund Drive will be put
on hold for the duration of the
campaign. As of March 28, a
total of $14,078 has already
been raised, or 28% of our
target, and of course we will
continue to receive donations.
Thank you for your generous
solidarity, and we look forward
to a successful completion of
the Drive after May Day!
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B.C. finally raises
minimum wage

B.C.’s lowest-paid workers have finally received a pay increase, but
for now, the province still has the lowest minimum wage in Canada. The
increase will be in three phases, from the current $8/hour up to $8.75
effective April 1, with further 75 cent increases this fall and then in May
2012.

The BC Federation of Labour welcomed the announcement by
Premier Christy Clark, but expressed disappointed that Clark is
considering an abusive “tip wage.”

“$8.75 is a poor start,” stated Jim Sinclair, president of the BCFL. “BC
will still have the lowest minimum wage in Canada, but we’re hopeful that
the Premier will keep her promise to reach $10.25 by next May. A
minimum wage increase is long overdue, and it’s unfortunate BC’s
lowest paid workers had to wait 10 years for any increase.”

Sinclair thanked the tens of thousands of low wage workers, students,
union members, church groups and municipal politicians who have
been active in the Federation’s “$10 Now” campaign. Pressure on the
Liberal government grew stronger every year. “With their help we’ve
seen unprecedented levels of support for a minimum wage increase;
together we have finally forced the BC Liberals to act.”

The BC Federation of Municipalities called for an increase, and even
groups representing the business sector admitted that the $8/hour
figure was unsustainable.

The change also removes the hated $6/hour “training wage”, paid to
“starting workers” by many employers during their first 500 hours of
employment. Some big corporations were notorious for firing such
workers near the end of the 500-hour cheap labour period.

However, the Liberals may give a concession to restaurant industry
employers, by introducing a lower “tip wage” for liquor servers. These
workers are routinely forced to pay for items like theft and breakage, or
to cover the costs of “dine and dash” customers. They are also
frequently made to share tips, sometimes including with management.
Such practices are illegal, but employers are rarely punished.

“With no oversight from the Ministry of Labour, and additional cuts
in this year’s budget this puts servers at risk of abuse,” points out
Sinclair. “If the BC Liberals want to introduce a tip wage they should first
enforce Employment Standards, poor as they are.” ●

In this February 2008 photo, Vancouver & District Labour Council
Young Workers' Committee chair Stephen Von Sychowski
speaks to a "$10 Now" rally at Premier Gordon Campbell's
constituency office. (PV photo: K. Cariou)

* A 22-year old Niagara man died from an illness contracted while in
Mexico because the local hospital had no free beds. One factor is
under-funding, while money goes instead to design, construct,
finance, and maintain a new P3 (public-private-partnership) for-profit
hospital. Ontario Premier McGuinty responded by saying Canadians
should buy private insurance when travelling abroad. The man did
have such insurance, but the private insurer blocked him from
returning to Ontario until it was too late.
* CUPE (Canadian Union of Public Employees) 4207 of graduate
students and instructors won a major victory by having Brock
University bargain with them to avert a strike. The administration had
tried to force arbitration instead of bargaining with a unit in a strong
position. OSSTF (Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation) 35
is next on the same campus, heading into a strike after a year with no
contract and no response to the union’s latest proposal.
* Two workers were injured in two weeks on their job site at the
Welland Canal working for the same construction company. There is
no word on what steps have been taken to avoid another workplace
injury.
* Niagara Falls city council voted to investigate after Hydro One
admitted its predecessor Ontario Hydro had used Agent Orange to
clear brush in the region. Agent Orange was used to strip Vietnam
of plant life. One councillor suggested this could explain why Niagara
has a reputation for high rates of some cancers.
* A Niagara food bank and women’s shelter are threatened with city
council cutting off their grant funding to avoid raising taxes. The
province has downloaded the costs of funding public services.
* Four local emergency room doctors, including two chiefs of
emergency medicine, have opened up a for-profit walk-in clinic  in
a new Wal-mart superstore. Meanwhile, emergency rooms are being
cut from local hospitals in favour of a P3 hospital further away. ●

NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

People's Voice Niagara Bureau

USW Local 1005, locked out
since last November by U.S. Steel,
has condemned plans by the
company to use the freighters
Atlantic Erie and Laurentien, both
owned by Canada Steamship Lines,
to load 44,000 tons of metallurgical
coke in Hamilton. This Stelco
produced-coke is normally
consumed in steelmaking at
Hamilton Works. There are some
200,000 tons of coke sitting in
Hamilton, with a sale value of some
$60 million.

The continued production of
coke at Hamilton Works, even while
U.S. Steel shut down steelmaking
and shifted production to its plants
in the U.S., was accepted by Local
1005 in consideration for the well-
being of the coke ovens.

Now, Local 1005 says that U.S.
Steel is attempting to take advantage
of the union’s concern for this
equipment by removing this
valuable commodity for use in its
U.S. plants. Instead, the union
demands that U.S. Steel should
bargain in good faith, sign a
collective agreement with Local 1005
without extorting pension
concessions, and produce steel in
Hamilton, according to its legal
commitments to the people of
Canada.

A union statement also stresses
the environmental reality that the
production of coke is the most
polluting aspect of blast furnace
steelmaking: “U.S. Steel seems fine
with polluting Hamilton and then
slapping the city in the face by
having the coke removed to add
value through steelmaking in the
United States. This reeks of a
subservient colonial relationship

that is unacceptable to Canadians.
“Even as steelmaking has

rebounded along with steel prices,
U.S. Steel is telling Canadians that
it refuses to recognize the pension
rights of steelworkers that it
inherited with its purchase of
Stelco and will continue its

campaign of extortion until
Canadians submit to its dictate.
This is the ugly face of monopoly
right and must not pass. The people
of Hamilton are faced with the
necessity to rally together to
prevent the removal of Stelco coke
from their city.” ●

Block removal of coke,
demands USW 1005

By Sam Hammond

Since 1956 and the formation of
the Canadian Labour Congress,
the labour movement and the
society we live in has changed
dramatically. CLC affiliate
representation has grown from 1
million to 3 million workers, but the
percentage of the working class
organized has dropped, and public
sector unions now represent the
majority of union members.

The cold war, McCarthyism, the
attack on left class struggle trade-
unionism, and the escalating
barbarity of world imperialism are
also part of the transition from 1956
to 2011. The socialist alternative
has largely been abandoned by
trade union leaders who don’t see
any real alternative to capitalism.

Because of this lack of an
alternative vision to fight for, the
main tactical and ideological
response of trade unions in the
industrialized states has been
defense at best, and capitulation at

worst.
The dominant leadership of

social democratic reformism and
compliance was the purpose of
the state sponsored attacks and
witch hunts against the left in the
past. The attack on left ideology,
with its dedication to mass
recruiting, was a blow to
trade union democracy and
the organizational model
which made grass roots
involvement primary.
Conversely, the vacuum created
was a stimulant to the
development of “business trade
unionism”, where perpetuation of
the organization and
concentration primarily on only
the economic welfare of its
members. This created a “tunnel
vision” that obscured
responsibility to the entire working
class and a future permanent
solution to its exploitation.

This “tunnel vision” will in time
become the main threat to the
existence of organized labour. The

replacement of a class perspective
with the narrow parameters of “our
organization” and “our members”
stimulated sectarianism and
organizing outside of sectors to
capture new members and widen
the economic base. The inevitable

result was organizing in other
unions’ sectors, and raiding other
unions for members who already
had established contracts. The
success of organizing outside of
traditional sectors has created
organizations that resemble multi-
sector “mini” labour centres.

The structural reforms being
proposed to the CLC Convention
this May are a reflection of the
evolution of the Congress from its
creation in 1956 to the present, and
of the trade union movement in
general. The CLC has evolved from
a central organization of almost
exclusively private sector industrial,
extraction, resource and
transportation unions, to a central
organization of private and public
sector unions. The public sector
unions are dramatically more highly
organized in their sectors, while the
multi-sector mini labour centrals of
the private sector are threatened
with serious problems.

The CLC has also evolved from

a delegate-driven convention,
with nominations and elections
from the floor, to a delegate-
controlled and caucus-driven
creature of the large affiliates.
Remember Carol Wall, who ran for
president against Ken Georgetti

in 2005, but was not
allowed to address the
convention delegates
and was shut out of
most caucuses. Even so,
the delegates gave her

37 percent of the votes.
The structural changes that will

be presented, and approved, at
the May 2011 Convention have
been formulated by a Commission
on Structural Review mandated
from the last convention. The
Commission was comprised of
three CLC Officers, and eleven of
the larger affiliates. Of these, six
are private sector and five are
public sector unions, although it
should be pointed out that most
have at least some private and
public sector members.

The recommended governance
will be a modification of the
present, but radically different
from the founding structure. The
main body between conventions,
the “Canadian Council”, will have
four “elected at convention”
officers (President, Secretary
Treasurer, two Vice-Presidents),
52 Vice-Presidents who will be
ranking officers of affiliates, 10
Vice-Presidents who will be

women from the five largest private
and public sector unions, 12 Vice-
Presidents from Provincial and
Territorial Federations, five
members elected from Convention
equity caucuses, one youth Vice-
President from convention caucus,
and one retiree from CURC. This
adds up to a council of 85 members
who will meet “at least” twice a year.
The 52 VPs from affiliates will be the
“ranking officers”.

Only four positions on the
Canadian Council will be elected at
convention directly by delegates.
All others will be designated either
from affiliates or caucuses. There
will be no Labour Council
representative on the Canadian
Council, or anywhere else in the
leadership.

The Executive Committee will be
structured as follows and drawn
from the Canadian Council: the four
Executive Officers; Vice-Presidents
from the five largest public and
private sector unions (total 10); one
VP from the largest building trades
union; one woman from each of the
private and public sectors, chosen
by the Canadian Council (2); one
equity VP chosen by Canadian
Council; one VP from a union not in
the ten largest, chosen by the
Canadian Council and the President
of the Quebec Federation of Labour.
This adds up to an Executive
Council of 20.

CLC Structural Reform and the Ghost of Democracy Past

This is the opening refrain of the
swan song of the democratic
rank and file convention...

see CLC Structure, p. 11
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Shameful votes for war
When Canadians vote on May 2, the issues of war and peace will

be critical. On one level, this appears simple. The Harper Tories are
the most pro-war party to rule Canada in the past century, and they
must be defeated. A Harper majority would waste tens of billions of
dollars on deadly fighter jets, heavily armed naval vessels, and other
“toys for the boys.” As the war against Libya proves, the Tories are
eager to be the first on the block to start dropping bombs.

But sadly, despite some “peace” posturing, the opposition
parties in Parliament (and the Green Party) unanimously back the
war against Libya. NDP Leader Jack Layton even urged PM Harper
to involve opposition MPs in overseeing the operation, which
includes six CF-18 bombers and the frigate HMCS Charlottetown.
Mr. Harper is happy to preclude future criticism by “including” his
opponents in the rush to war.

Of course, Mr. Layton had already watered down his party’s
stand against the war in Afghanistan, in favour of hailing the
“courage and sacrifices” of the military. Now, his shameful vote for
the Libyan war locks the NDP into the drive to spend $30 billion to
purchase and maintain a fleet of F-35 stealth fighters. Any objection
to the F-35s will be met with a quick response: “You voted for the
bombing of Libya. How will Canada carry out similar future missions
without modern military equipment?” Touché, end of argument.

This shocking betrayal calls for a stronger anti-war movement
in the streets, and for a much larger vote on May 2 for anti-war
candidates. The election of even one Communist MP would open
the door to a real debate on an independent Canadian foreign
policy of peace and disarmament. Until then, by supporting wars
cloaked in the hypocrisy of “humanitarianism”, the opposition
parties have left Canadians without a single clear anti-imperialist
voice in Parliament.

By Rev. Jesse Jackson

This weekend [March 12-13] in
Wisconsin, some 200,000 citizens
rallied to protest the governor’s
assault on working families. The
crowd included farmers and
firefighters, teachers and students,
parents and children. In Wisconsin
- and across the Midwest - they are
connecting the dots.

They realize that the assault on
the right of public workers to
organize isn’t about the budget
crisis. Gov. Scott Walker and the
right across the country are
pushing to weaken the ability of
working families to counter what is
a brutal assault on the middle class
in America.

The reality of Wisconsin and
other states is clear. Wall Street’s
excesses blew up the economy,
causing a global recession that
savaged public budgets at the
local, state and national levels.
Housing prices fell, unemployment
rose and tax receipts plummeted
while costs increased. Public
pensions - and, for that matter,
private pension plans - took a huge
hit from the implosion.

Now conservative politicians
act as if teachers, cops and nurses
caused the budget crisis, not Wall
Street. They represent the few
against the many. Only over the
last 30 years, the broad middle
class has declined. The wealthiest
1 percent of Americans now
capture nearly one-fourth of all
income, and control more wealth
than 90 percent of Americans. The
question now is whether we can
rebuild a strong middle class, or
whether the crisis will be used to
reduce it further.

Connecting the dot s
in Wisconsin

This is central to a concerted
offensive that has two major parts.
First, conservatives are intent on
rolling back core protections for
working families, and virtually
every step of progress America
has made over the last century.
Second, well aware that they are
pushing a very unpopular agenda,
they are targeting unions and other
institutions that can counter the
force of money in politics.

On the first part, look at the
combined agenda of the House
Republicans and right-wing
governors like Walker in
Wisconsin. House Republicans
fought to extend tax cuts for the
wealthiest Americans and then
targeted basic supports for
working families. They made deep
cuts in education from Head Start
to elementary education to college
affordability, zeroed out job
programs, and slashed budgets
for every consumer or worker
protection agency. Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid are next
on the chopping block.

In Wisconsin, mirrored in other
states, Gov. Walker combined tax
cuts for the wealthy and
corporations with deep cuts for
teachers, police and firefighters.
Education and health care were hit
the most.

On the second part, organized
people are the most effective
counter to organized money in
politics. So conservatives are
pushing to permanently break
labor unions, the most powerful
counterweight to the flood of
corporate money in politics. But
unions aren’t the only target.
ACORN, the most effective
organization helping to register

poor and minorities to vote, was
targeted with a dishonest sting
operation. Planned Parenthood
is under attack because it
informs women of their rights in
chapters across 50 states. Efforts
are under way to strip students
of their right to vote where they
go to school. Voter ID measures
are cooked up to intimidate
Latinos and discriminate against
the poor and seniors. This is
bareknuckled rol lback of
democratic rights to protect an
unpopular agenda.

But in Wisconsin, the workers
stood up; students and citizens
rallied to their side. The Wisconsin
uprising touched citizens across
the state and activists across the
country. They are starting to
connect the dots.

Dr. King once said, “There is
nothing more tragic than to sleep
through a revolution.” Now, in this
defining struggle about America’s
future, people are beginning to
wake up. Will we build a new
economy that provides
opportunity for all out of the ashes
of the old? Or will we roll back the
progress we have made, and watch
as the American Dream becomes a
fantasy out of reach of our
children?

The choice will be ours.  ●

A springtime of resistance
At a time when transnational capital and right-wing politicians

call the shots, it can be easy to yield to the cynical idea that “nothing
will ever change.” But sometimes reality changes in the blink of an
eye, historically speaking. That doesn’t mean automatic success for
progressive movements, and the process of change can be
complicated, even contradictory. But the days of unchallenged
global domination by the rich and powerful are over.

For example, the year 2010 saw the largest number of million-
strong general strikes in the history of capitalism. In country after
country, workers and their allies took to the streets, fighting attacks
on their wages, working conditions, pensions, and social programs.
That was quite a shock for the big corporations and their governments,
including many social democratic parties which have adopted
neoliberal economic policies.

This year has seen the fightback trend continue. The historic
uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt, where the labour movement has
remained active under decades of dictatorship, have fanned the
flames of discontent around the world. Huge protests in Wisconsin
against anti-labour legislation have spread to other states. Here in
Canada, 10,000 workers rallied against the U.S. Steel lockout of
Hamilton steelworkers, and a massive protest against the Charest
government’s new budget brought 50,000 people into the streets
of Montreal. An estimated half-million marched in London on
March 26, condemning the Cameron government’s brutal attack
on working people.

Millions of working people are rising up to demand social justice,
freedom, democracy, peace and equality. This is not a time for
surrender; it is a springtime of resistance, a time to build mass
struggles for a genuine People’s Agenda!
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This federal election will be
crucial for our country, and the
stakes have rarely been so high.
If the Harper Conservatives
manage to secure a majority in
the next Parliament, it will have
catastrophic consequences for
working people, for Aboriginal
peoples, for women, youth and
students, pensioners, new
immigrants and racialized
communities. Canadians need to
defeat this Tory government and
end the ruinous, pro-corporate
policies it has inflicted - a critical
first step in taking our country in
a new, peaceful, democratic,
sovereign and socially
progressive direction.

Defeating the Tories is
paramount in importance. During
their two minority terms in office,
the Harper Conservatives have
attempted to disguise their aims
and “soften” their image,
concealing their full reactionary
agenda from the people. But
we’ve seen enough of their right-
wing program to leave no doubt
where they’ll go if they get a
majority. Over the past five years,

they have:
* attacked jobs, wages, pensions
and living standards for working
people;
* enmeshed Canada even further
in an immoral and unwinnable
war in Afghanistan, and have
now involved us in another
dangerous conflict in Libya;
* slashed corporate and wealth
taxes for their rich buddies in Big
Oil and on Bay Street;
* wildly increased spending on
the military and prison
construction, while cutting funds
to social programs, housing, and
Aboriginal peoples; and
* turned Canada into an
environmental pariah, obstruc-
ting meaningful international
treaties on climate change and
gutting environmental programs
and standards at home.

They have distinguished
themselves as the most arrogant,
dictatorial and secretive
government in Canadian history.

At a time when our economy
is still mired in deep crisis, the
real Tory agenda is to further
drive down wages, impose

longer hours and harsher
working conditions, smash
unions, privatize public assets,
and gut universal Medicare.

Unemployment, growing
inequality, discrimination and
environment destruction are not
new - they are inherent features
of the crisis-ridden system of
capitalism. But at this crucial
moment, the Conservative party
- the preferred party of monopoly
capital - is the most dangerous
threat to peace, democracy, and
workers’ rights. They must go...
now!

The Liberals under Michael
Ignatieff present themselves as
the alternative. But despite their
criticism of the Conservatives, it
was the Liberals who began
slashing corporate taxes and
increasing military spending. In
reality, the Liberals also stand for
pro-corporate policies, especially
on the economy, militarism, and
the ‘law & order’ agenda. While
the Tories are the worst threat to
Canada, defeating one big business
party in favour of another one is
not a solution.

Instead, many working people
will consider voting for the NDP,
the Bloc Québecois, or the
Greens. But while these parties
occasionally advance
progressive policies, they refuse
to challenge the domination of
big capital (the banks and large
transnationals), or to take a
consistent, principled stand
against the wars in Afghanistan

and Libya.
Dumping the Tories and

working to build a powerful and
broad People’s Coalition of the
working class and its allies
outside of Parliament can begin
to achieve real gains. This is the
way to begin moving Canada in
a new direction, taking power
out of the hands of the
transnational corporations.

The struggle for a people’s
agenda, bringing together labour,
the social justice movements,
and all other democratic forces,
will strengthen the labour &
people’s mass fightback and help
set the stage to elect a majority to
Parliament which will stand up

for peace, jobs, democracy,
sovereignty, and environmental
sustainability. The election of
MPs genuinely committed to
democratic and progressive
reform - especially Communists,
the most consistent fighters for
working class interests - will be
a crucial part of this strategy to
win fundamental social change.

Another world is possible!
Another Canada is possible! We
can move towards these goals
by uniting the labour and people’s
movements around a genuine
alternative program that puts the
interests of the peoples of Canada
first, rather than those of the
monopolies and big banks.

Put People
Before Profit

Tax the
corporations
End the war

now!
Vote

Communist!

Dump the Harper Tories
& Block the Right!

On May 2:

A message from the Communist Party of Canada

Inside: The
Communist
Party's 2011
election
platform

VVVVVooooottttte Communise Communise Communise Communise Communisttttt
for real change!for real change!for real change!for real change!for real change!

In this election, voting Communist is the strongest
message you can send against capitalist globalization
and imperialist war. Your vote for a Communist
candidate will help make the voice of working
people heard in Parliament and open the door for
a people’s majority which can be the basis of a
movement to build socialism.

Our goal is a socialist Canada, in which resources
and economic wealth are socially owned and
democratically controlled by the working people,
not private capitalists. When you go to the polls, get
off the treadmill of right-wing politics. Vote for
fundamental change.
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Full employment and shorter
work week

Make full employment a top priority, and lift the general wages of
workers, the real value of which have fallen over the past 25 years by
about $100/week. Raise the minimum wage to $16/hour; ban “two-tier
wages” for new hires. Legislate a 32-hour work week with no loss in take-
home pay and no loss in service to the public. Ban compulsory overtime,
and legislate minimum four weeks annual paid vacations. Guarantee
benefits for part-time, home-based and contract workers. Dedicate the
entire EI fund to jobless workers - set EI benefits at 90% of previous
earnings for the duration of unemployment. Put massive investments
into rebuilding social programs, public infrastructure, and affordable
housing. Enact a fair wage policy and full pay and employment equity
for women workers.

Keep industrial jobs in Canada
The sell-out of manufacturing and secondary industry has been a
disaster for Canada’s economy and sovereignty. Foreign ownership
and plant shutdowns are destroying auto and steel, the heart of a strong
value-added manufacturing sector. Adopt urgent measures to expand
employment, raise wages and increase purchasing power, such as
publicly-owned steel, auto and mining industries, a Canadian car, a
merchant marine, and stronger machine tool, ship-building, agricultural
implement and household appliance industries.

Limit and reduce foreign ownership. Use tariff, currency exchange and
other trade controls, plus legislation with teeth including fines or public
takeover, to protect jobs and prevent plant closures. Legislate a two-year
notice of layoffs. Stop corporate giveaways. Increase employer-paid
severance pay and retraining, and strengthen bankruptcy laws to
guarantee protection for wages and pensions.

Tax the greedy , not the needy
Enact progressive tax reform based on ability to pay! Restore the
corporate tax rate to 30%, and impose taxes on 100% of capital gains. End
tax loopholes and shelters; collect deferred corporate taxes and jail
corporate tax evaders. Eliminate taxes on incomes under $35,000/yr.
Abolish the regressive HST and provincial sales taxes. Impose wealth
and inheritance taxes on estates over $750,000.

For peace, jobs, sovereigntyFor peace, jobs, sovereigntyFor peace, jobs, sovereigntyFor peace, jobs, sovereigntyFor peace, jobs, sovereignty

and democracyand democracyand democracyand democracyand democracy

People’s needs, notPeople’s needs, notPeople’s needs, notPeople’s needs, notPeople’s needs, not
corporate greed!corporate greed!corporate greed!corporate greed!corporate greed!

Five years of misrule by Stephen Harper prove that a Tory majority would bring deeper
involvement in U.S. wars, inaction on the economic crisis and living standards, and on the
global environment, as well as new attacks on Canadian sovereignty, and on democratic,
labour and equality rights. We need policies for people’s needs, not corporate greed. To win
real economic and social development, and an independent foreign policy of peace and
disarmament, dump the Tories and fight to achieve these goals!

Nationalize energy and natural
resources

Adopt a People’s Energy Plan, including public ownership and
democratic control of all energy and natural resource extraction,
production and distribution.  Lower energy prices, especially for home
heating, by restoring ‘two-price’ system (lower prices for domestic
energy; higher price for energy exports) and enact a 100% tax on the
windfall profits of the oil monopolies. Stop and reverse the privatization,
deregulation and break-up of public energy utilities. Freeze and reduce
energy exports. Expand shared power flows among provinces through
an East-West power and energy grid. Block new development of the
Alberta tar sands, and close these operations within five years, with jobs
guaranteed for workers in more sustainable industries at equivalent
wages. Compensate the Aboriginal peoples and communities affected
by the tar sands. No to the Enbridge and Mackenzie Valley pipelines, and
to oil and gas exploration and shipping on the west coast. Put a
moratorium on the exploration and development of shale gas resources
in Quebec.

Public ownership & democratic
control

Keep public assets and services out of the hands of profiteers. Reverse
the privatization and contracting-out of health, education and other
public services. Stop P3s (Public-Private Partnerships). Put the banking
and insurance system under public ownership and democratic control.
Reverse the privatization of Air Canada, PetroCanada and CN Rail. Ban
exports of fresh water. Restore funding for the CBC, the arts and
Canadian culture. Halt attempts to privatize Canada Post services.

Peace and Disarmament
Adopt an independent Canadian foreign policy of peace and disarmament.
Canada out of Afghanistan NOW, not in 2014! No military intervention
in Libya! Demand immediate NATO withdrawal from Iraq and
Afghanistan, and oppose any new military aggression. No war with Iran
or North Korea! Respect international law - reject imperialist policies of
“regime change” and nuclear first-strike. Oppose the weaponization of
space and militarization of the Arctic. Support the global abolition of
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction; get out of the NATO
and NORAD military alliances. Make Canada a ‘safe haven’ for war
resisters - no deportations! Scrap the F-35 and warship purchases -
reduce the military budget by 75%. Convert military to civilian jobs - end
military exports from Canada. Strengthen our historic friendship and
trade with Cuba and expand relations with developing countries. Oppose
Israeli apartheid - support a just peace in the Middle East based on total
withdrawal of Israel from all occupied territories, the right of return for
Palestinian refugees, and the formation of an independent, viable
Palestinian state. Cancel Third World debts.

Defend Medicare
No U.S.-style two-tiered health care! Strengthen and enforce the Canada Health Act;
block provincial privatisation attacks on Medicare, and commit to a major reinvestment
in the system. Halt and reverse the spread of private, for-profit clinics. Scrap the Drug
Patent Act (which guarantees mega-profits for the big drug companies, and high costs
for health care), and build a publicly-owned pharmaceutical sector. Expand Medicare to
include eye-, dental, pharmacare and long-term care. Stop the “war on drugs”; treat
addiction as a medical problem, not a criminal act.

Expand universal social programs - end
poverty

Act to combat poverty, especially among Aboriginal peoples, new immigrants, women, youth,
seniors and persons with disabilities. Ban “workfare” and introduce a liveable guaranteed,
annual income. Protect and expand the universal public pension system, including substantially
higher CPP benefits. Enact early voluntary retirement at the age of 60. Re-establish and expand
funding to provinces earmarked for health, education, social housing and welfare, and
enhance all-Canada standards, while ensuring that Quebec retains control and administration
of its own programs. Maintain equalization payments to provinces, and expand dedicated
transfers for health, education, childcare, and social assistance.

Global environmental justice - act on
climate change

Adopt emergency legislation to slash greenhouse gas emissions,
to countries affected by capitalist-driven climate change. Invest heavily to create jobs
through renewable energy and conservation programs, and phase out coal-fired plants and
terminate reliance on nuclear energy. Substantially expand urban mass transit, and eliminate
fares by subsidizing the $3 billion in annual fare collections. Legislate stringent vehicle
emission controls. Fund high-speed rail as a better alternative to highways and airlines. Ban
“biofuels” derived from feed grains. Impose heavy fines and jail terms against polluters and
destructive corporate practices, such as clear-cutting, in-ocean fish farming, and deep-sea
draggers. Ban industrial development in parks.

No F-35

fighter jets

2011
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CommunistCommunistCommunistCommunistCommunist
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Authorised by Chief Agent, Communist Party of Canada
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Defend Medicare
 Strengthen and enforce the Canada Health Act;

block provincial privatisation attacks on Medicare, and commit to a major reinvestment
in the system. Halt and reverse the spread of private, for-profit clinics. Scrap the Drug
Patent Act (which guarantees mega-profits for the big drug companies, and high costs
for health care), and build a publicly-owned pharmaceutical sector. Expand Medicare to
include eye-, dental, pharmacare and long-term care. Stop the “war on drugs”; treat
addiction as a medical problem, not a criminal act.

Expand universal social programs - end
poverty

 especially among Aboriginal peoples, new immigrants, women, youth,
seniors and persons with disabilities. Ban “workfare” and introduce a liveable guaranteed,
annual income. Protect and expand the universal public pension system, including substantially
higher CPP benefits. Enact early voluntary retirement at the age of 60. Re-establish and expand
funding to provinces earmarked for health, education, social housing and welfare, and
enhance all-Canada standards, while ensuring that Quebec retains control and administration
of its own programs. Maintain equalization payments to provinces, and expand dedicated
transfers for health, education, childcare, and social assistance.

Global environmental justice - act on
climate change

Adopt emergency legislation to slash greenhouse gas emissions, and support reparations
to countries affected by capitalist-driven climate change. Invest heavily to create jobs
through renewable energy and conservation programs, and phase out coal-fired plants and
terminate reliance on nuclear energy. Substantially expand urban mass transit, and eliminate
fares by subsidizing the $3 billion in annual fare collections. Legislate stringent vehicle
emission controls. Fund high-speed rail as a better alternative to highways and airlines. Ban
“biofuels” derived from feed grains. Impose heavy fines and jail terms against polluters and
destructive corporate practices, such as clear-cutting, in-ocean fish farming, and deep-sea
draggers. Ban industrial development in parks.

Guarantee equality
Oppose all forms of racism and discrimination. Strengthen and enforce
affirmative action and employment equity programs for Aboriginal
peoples, racialized communities, and persons with disabilities. Ban all
discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. Guarantee
the rights of Aboriginal peoples and people with disabilities for equal
access to social, medical and educational facilities and services.
Strengthen laws and enforcement against hate crimes and neo-fascist
groups, and prosecute war criminals living in Canada.

A democratic immigration policy
No one is illegal; stop deportations of immigrants and refugees, and
reverse cuts to legal aid. Repeal Bill C-50 and end the racist quota system
which discriminates against immigrants from developing countries.
Defeat Bill C-49, which criminalizes refugees entering Canada. Full
redress for Chinese head-tax payers and their families. Scrap the “Live-
in Caregiver” Program, the Temporary Foreign Worker Program, and the
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program.

Make every vote count
Enact mixed-member proportional representation and the right to
recall MPs. Guarantee equal treatment for all registered political parties.
Amend the Broadcast Act to give equal time to all parties, so that voters
can make informed choices. Lower the voting age to 16. Conduct
comprehensive enumeration before every election. Remove restrictions
on the right of unions to donate to political parties; enforce the ban on
corporate donations. Members of Parliament to receive the average
workers’ wages and benefits.

A Bill of Rights for Labour
Enshrine in the constitution the right of workers to organize, strike
and bargain collectively, and to take collective political action. Ban
strike-breaking and scabbing. Strengthen labour standards; block anti-
labour “right-to-work” laws. Place farm workers, domestic workers, and
migrant workers under federal jurisdiction with full labour standards and
the right to organize and bargain collectively. Make May 1 a statutory
federal holiday.

A new deal for cities
Give constitutional status and wealth taxing powers to municipalities.
Return 50% of gas and road user taxes to cities. Increase core funding
for capital and operating costs of expanded mass urban transit. Rebuild
crumbling municipal and provincial infrastructure. Reverse
“downloading” which forces cities to pay for social programs. Re-
establish low-interest loans to cities and towns.

Support family farms - defend
Canada’s food sovereignty

Ensure Canada’s food sovereignty through policies that benefit family
farms and fishers, including income supports - no more bankruptcies! Save
the Canadian Wheat Board - expand or re-establish single-desk selling for
more crops and livestock. Reduce rail freight rates and curb the agro-
industrial monopolies; set price controls to reduce the cost of farm inputs.
Increase food safety inspections. Set price controls on staple foods for
Northern communities. Support organic farming; reduce the use of antibiotics,
fertilizers, pesticides, and other potentially harmful farm inputs, and ban
“terminator” seeds in Canada. Require labelling of genetically-modified food
products, and reduce the scale of the GMO food system.No F-35

fighter jets!

2011
Federal
Election
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CommunistCommunistCommunistCommunistCommunist
Party ofParty ofParty ofParty ofParty of
CanadaCanadaCanadaCanadaCanada

Get out of NAFT A - Sovereignty ,
not capitalist “globalization”

Abrogate NAFTA and the ‘free trade’ deal with Colombia. Get out of the
“Security and Prosperity Partnership”, the “Canada-European Union
Trade Agreement” and other moves toward “deep integration” with the
USA and EU. Cancel the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA) which supersedes local government powers. Stop
and reverse the expansion of U.S. and other transnational control over
key sectors of the domestic economy.

Housing is a basic human right!
Take emergency action by investing at least 1% of annual federal and
provincial budgets for a massive program of new social, cooperative and
non-profit housing. Establish federal-provincial-municipal land banks.
Ban evictions, mortgage foreclosures and utility cut-offs due to
unemployment.

End “security state” laws
Repeal the Anti-Terrorism Act, and abolish secret detention without
trial, “national security” certificates and the “no-fly list”. Rescind  the
new “border security declaration” which includes sharing information
with the US Department of Homeland Security, and allows U.S. troops
to enter Canada during “emergencies.” Ban “racial profiling” by the
state. Defend the right to free speech and dissent, including criticism
of the Israeli state’s apartheid policies. Stop government spying,
police violence and agents provocateurs, and the use of the courts
to repress civil and democratic rights. Strengthen parliamentary
oversight of the armed forces and civilian control of the RCMP and
CSIS; strengthen and enforce punishments for police wrong-doing.
Ban the use of tasers. Demand immediate release of child soldier Omar
Khadr from Guantanamo Bay.

Justice for Aboriginal peoples
and Quebec

Recognize the national rights of Aboriginal peoples and Quebec to self-
determination, up to and including secession. Draft and adopt a new,
democratic constitution based on an equal and voluntary partnership of
the Aboriginal peoples, Quebec, and English-speaking Canada. Rescind
the “Clarity” Act. Abolish the Senate. Remove vestiges of colonialism
from all federal legislation; act now for just settlement of land claims,
including natural resource-sharing agreements, without extinguishment
of inherent Aboriginal title. Take emergency action to improve living
conditions, employment, health and housing of Aboriginal peoples, and
immediately end the racist and discriminatory cap on educational and
health funding for treaty First Nations.

Full equality for women
Reverse the Harper attacks on women’s equality programs. Close the
wage gap - legislate full pay and employment equity. Guarantee accessible
and publicly funded abortion and reproductive rights services in every
province and territory. Establish a publicly financed and administered
system of universal, quality, affordable childcare with Canada-wide
standards. Increase wages for child care workers. Protect women’s right
to EI maternity coverage; expand parental benefits to 52 weeks. Fund
equality-seeking women’s groups. End violence against women and
provide adequate funding for crisis centres and transition houses.
Restore funding to the Sisters In Spirit initiative on the thousands of
missing and murdered Aboriginal women across Canada.

A future for youth - Education
for all!

Increase federal support for universal, quality public
education at all levels; rollback and eliminate tuition
fees for post-secondary education. Stop the drive to
‘corporatize’ education, and protect free speech on
campuses. Shift from loans to grants for student
assistance. Significantly increase funding and
access to training and apprenticeship programs.
Build better schools and colleges, not more prisons
and “boot camps.” Reject attempts to criminalize
youth; restore the age of consent to 14. www.votecommunist.ca
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Here's my contributionHere's my contributionHere's my contributionHere's my contributionHere's my contribution
Enclosed please find my donation of $_____
to the Communist Party's election campaign.

Name _________________________________

Address ________________________________

City/town  ______________________________

Prov. ________  Postal Code _______________

Send your contribution to: Communist Party of Canada,
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

Authorised by Chief Agent, Communist Party of Canadawww.votecommunist.ca

An appealAn appealAn appealAn appealAn appeal
for yourfor yourfor yourfor yourfor your
supportsupportsupportsupportsupport

Dear Friends,
The outcome of the May 2

election spells great danger to
working people if Big Business
is successful in driving the
country to the right, and into the
deadly clutches of a Tory
majority.

Canada is still reeling from the
economic crisis and recession
that cost hundreds of thousands
of workers their jobs, and cut the
real wages, pension rights and
living standards of millions more.
This country would be
unrecognizable after a full term
of a Harper majority carrying out
the corporate agenda.

But the majority of voters do
not support the Tories. If the
trade unions, the anti-war forces,
and all democratic movements
can mobilize against the
neoliberal agenda and the threat
of an extreme-right government,
working people can dump the
Tories and block the right.

There is a hunger among
working people for real and
progressive change, expressed
in determined public opposition
to the dirty war in Afghanistan,
the protests by 40,000 Canadians
against the G8/G20 Summit last
June in Toronto, and anger
against the Harper government’s
drive to shut down free speech.
The public mood is for more
democracy, not less; and for real
change, not reaction.

The Communist Party is
campaigning for a new direction

that puts people’s needs ahead of
corporate greed. We are contesting
20 seats across Canada to advance
a “people’s alternative” that can
begin to overcome the devastation
wrought by neoliberal policies and
governments over the past three
decades. Every vote for the
Communist Party is an unmistakable
demand for new policies that put
people before profits, and place
peace, disarmament, jobs,
democracy and sovereignty at the
top of the agenda.

We are a small party, but we
have big ideas. Ideas that the Tories
and Liberals want to suppress in
this campaign. Ideas that the NDP
no longer talks about, such as
public ownership of the energy
industry, and an end to Canadian
participation in imperialist wars.

Wherever Communists have
been elected, past and present,
they have effectively exposed and
opposed the corporate agenda. We
have fought for alternative policies,
and worked for the broadest unity
inside and outside elected office.

Our candidates are fighting for
a different kind of Canada, for
fundamental change to end
corporate control, and open the
door to socialism and working class
power. For the Communist Party,
another world is not only possible
- it is urgent.

Unlike the “major” parties, we
do not receive a penny of financial
support from the state. Instead, we
depend on our supporters to help
raise $35,000 for our campaign -

printing, travel, and other
expenses. Your contribution can
make a huge difference:
* a $400 contribution will cost
you $100 after the federal tax
rebate, collected when you file
your income taxes for 2011.
* a $300 contribution will cost
you $75
* a $200 contribution will cost
you $50
* a $100 contribution will cost
you $25

We hope that we can count
on you to be generous, even
during these tough times for
working people. Whatever you
can donate, big or small, it will
help the Communist Party’s fight
for new policies and a new
direction.

If you can volunteer, please
contact your local Communist
candidate, or call our central
campaign office at 416-469-2446.
We have more work than we can
handle, and you can help us to
reach out to millions of voters
with our unique message.

Please accept our
appreciation for your
contribution to the Communist
Party’s campaign. We couldn’t
do it without your support!

For Peace and Progress,

Miguel Figueroa, Leader

As the May 2 election began,
People's Voice interviewed
Communist Party leader
Miguel Figueroa for his

thoughts on the campaign.

People’s Voice: What are the most
important issues around which
the federal election will be fought?

Miguel Figueroa: I heard a
political commentator dub this a
“Seinfeld” election because - like
that famous sitcom - this campaign
will be `about nothing’, without
any pivotal issues or defining
themes. But appearances can be
misleading.

Stephen Harper and his stable
of advisers in the Prime Minister’s
Office have been crafting such a
scenario since the last election,
and especially after their post-
election brush with death when
their minority government was
almost brought down (saved only
by the prorogation of Parliament in
December 2008). The Tory game
plan is to ‘low-ball’ their economic
and political program and avoid
sharp confrontations which would
more fully expose their reactionary
anti-labour, anti-democratic
agenda. That is the main reason

why power has been so
concentrated (and carefully
scripted) in the PMO. Their
‘possum’ strategy has been aided
and abetted by both the
mainstream corporate media, and
by the feebleness of the opposition
parties in Parliament, which have
failed to bring forward substantive
alternatives to Tory policies.

So, of course, this election is
not about ‘nothing’. Far from it. It
is all about the most central issue:
the consolidation of Conservative
political power in the form of a
‘stable’ majority in Parliament. This
objective is also what monopoly
capital - the oil barons in Alberta,
the bankers on Bay Street, and the
transnationals - desperately want
to put in place.

This is the crux of the matter.
Over the remaining days leading
up to May 2nd, workers, youth,
pensioners, Aboriginal peoples,
racialized communities - indeed the
vast majority of Canadians - need
to do everything possible to deny
Harper and his cronies their
coveted majority, and if possible
drive them from the government
benches entirely.

People’s Voice: Could you

elaborate on how this election
relates to the larger class struggle
for fundamental change?

Miguel Figueroa: Defeating the
Harper Tories is a fundamental first
step for our class in the fight to
reverse the social and economic
devastation wrought by capitalist
governments for decades, and
which have intensified over the
past five years of Tory rule. This
trail of destruction comprises a
long list, but here are a few which
we consider most central: (1) the
accelerating erosion of Canadian
sovereignty; (2) de-indust-

rialization and mounting job losses:
(3) privatization and the resulting
loss of public services, especially
Medicare, public education and
the CPP; (4) the increasing
concentration of wealth for a small
minority, together with declines in
the real living standards of most
working people, especially those
increasingly herded into low-wage
and precarious job ghettos; (5) the
growing deterioration of the
Canadian and global environment;
and (6) and the deepening attack
on labour and democratic rights.

We realize that preventing a
Tory majority, or even defeating
the Harper Conservatives, will not
in itself reverse this disastrous
course and take our country in a
new direction. The real battle for
fundamental change will not be
restricted to the ballot booth. It will
be fought out across this country,
in the workplaces, in our
communities and on the streets of
our towns and cities. The strategic
orientation of our Party is directed
to help bring together and unite
the many threads of popular and
mass resistance into a strong and
militant People’s Coalition of
labour, social and national
movements. Centered around a
comprehensive alternative
program which challenges
corporate domination, a People’s
Coalition would put the interests
of working people and our
environment first, rather than the
pursuit of profit.

But it would categorically wrong
to remain indifferent to the outcome
of this particular election, to sit it
out or dismiss it as yet another
futile exercise in bourgeois
‘democracy’. The labour and
people’s forces must be ever
mindful of the political terrain that
will arise after May 2nd. We need
to work hard to expose and defeat
the Tory juggernaut as an initial
step in creating better conditions
for more meaningful advance.

People’s Voice: Defence and
foreign policy issues are so far

receiving scant attention in the
campaign. Why is that?

Miguel Figueroa: It is true that
the militarist, pro-imperialist Tory
foreign policy agenda is not yet
high on the campaign radar, despite
the concerns of the Canadian
people. Take Canada’s role in the
continuing imperialist war of
occupation in Afghanistan - a
reprehensible mission which the
Harper Tories have extended for
another two years (to 2014). The
majority of Canadians have never
supported this expensive,
unjustified and totally unwinnable
war. They want our troops brought
home now. Canadians also have
growing misgivings about the
current imperialist aggression
against Libya, which our Party
strongly opposes. In both cases,
the Tories have eagerly promoted
these imperialist actions, without
any principled opposition from the
other parties in Parliament.

Or take the $30 billion dollar
purchase of F-35 stealth fighters.
The Liberals complain that the
contract was not properly
tendered. The NDP rightly points
out that the exorbitant cost comes
at the expense of social programs,
and both parties (as well as the BQ)
are furious that Harper tried to
conceal its full cost from Parliament.
All these criticisms are valid. But
no one, including the corporate
media, is asking the more
fundamental question: “what are
these F-35s for?” Canada doesn’t
need stealth fighters to patrol the
Arctic or guard our 200-mile coastal
limits. They are for Canada’s
further involvement in aggression
and wars abroad, as a fully
integrated ̀ junior partner’ of U.S.
imperialism.

People’s Voice: Can you say a few
words about the Communist
Party’s campaign and its
objectives?

Miguel Figueroa: We will be
fielding about 20 candidates across
the country to put forward our
‘people’s agenda’ for a new
direction for Canada. Our
candidates will also connect the
current economic and social crisis
with the basic structural injustice
and irrationality of capitalism as a
system. We will make the case for
a socialist Canada. And we’ll be
fighting for every vote we can win
- the best way to send a message
for fundamental change.
Everywhere, we will work to build
the ranks of our Communist Party,
the most conscious and organized
revolutionary detachment of the
working class in Canada.

Defeat Harper: the first step to real change



9  •  PEOPLE’S VOICE  •  APRIL 1-15, 2011

PV Vancouver Bureau

The Irish general election held
on Feb. 25 saw the election of a
record 76 new members (TDs) to
the Dail, the lower house of
parliament. Voters blamed the
country’s economic meltdown on
the right-wing Fianna Fail party,
which fell from 41% of the vote and
77 seats in 2007, to just 17.4% and
20 seats. The Fine Gael and Labour
parties racked up big gains, electing
76 and 37 TDs respectively,
forming a new coalition with Fine
Gael leader Enda Kenny as the new
Taoiseach (prime minister).

The Sinn Fein party, led by
veteran republican spokesperson
Gerry Adams, benefitted from
anger against the former
government’s disastrous right-
wing policies. Sinn Fein moved
from 7% of the popular vote up to
10%, and nearly tripled its
representation from 5 TDs up to 14.
Several other left candidates were
elected, including two from the
Socialist Party. Meanwhile, the
Green Party was punished severely
by voters, losing its six seats in the
Dail. As a minority partner in the
former Fianna Fail coalition, the
Greens had voted to accept the
anti-working class austerity
policies imposed on Ireland last
year during the financial crisis.

The Communist Party of Ireland
had warned that “the three main
establishment parties Fianna Fail,
Fine Gael, and the Labour Party - are
all committed one way or the other
to implementing the four-year
budgetary strategy imposed by the
European Union and the
International Monetary Fund. They
will continue to pour money into
ghost banks; they will continue to
lay heavy emphasis on the private
sector for creating employment; and
they will all hope (but not publicly
say) that emigration will continue

apace, possibly 50,000 people per
year, the traditional safety value
that has always released social and
class tensions in this country,
sapping the strength and energy of
the families and communities left
behind.”

The Irish communists had
predicted that Sinn Fein would be
the main beneficiary of the anti-
establishment mood among voters,
since its recent economic
statements marked a shift to the left.

The new coalition government
has the authority to “sweep away
the cobwebs of the discredited
coalition and chart a new path for
this country,” says the Workers’
Party of Ireland. But as WP
President Michael Finnegan warns,
“sadly that this will not be the
case... while there may be new
cooks in the kitchen, the recipe is
exactly the same”.

“The greatest millstone around
the necks of the Irish people is the
EU/IMF deal with its criminal
interest rates and counter-
productive deadlines for deficit
cutting. Despite all their bluffing
and bluster ... Fine Gael and Labour
have meekly accepted the rules
imposed on us by the EU/IMF last
November,” warns Finnegan.

“Tinkering at the edges with an
0.25% change in the interest rate
will not substantially change the
picture. Over the next two years,
the most vital years to stop the rot
and start economic recovery the
new coalition has committed itself
to exactly the same conditions as
Fianna Fail accepted. In the
December budget we have seen
the devastation which that deal
created amongst workers, amongst
the unemployed, and amongst
those dependent on Social Welfare
payments. This devastation will
be doubled next December, and
further increased in December 2012.

“What is omitted from the

programme for government are as
revealing as what is included.
Significantly all mention of a wealth
tax is excluded, all mention of a
third tax rate for high earners is
omitted; all mention of the
elimination of the rules which allow
an elite coterie of super rich to
become tax exiles is excluded. It is
clear that the tax burden will
continue to fall on already stressed
workers and households  while the
top 5% of income earners and
wealth holders remain completely
untouched. It is also significant
that there is no mention in the
agreed programme for government
of the proper utilisation of our
natural resources. This Dail will
convene as oil prices hover at $112
per barrel. Oil and gas are the most
valuable and fought-over
resources in the world. Ireland has
proven large offshore reserves of
oil and gas. Through Fianna Fail
corruption these reserves have
been signed away with zero benefit
to the Irish people. The least we
would have expected from this
incoming government is a fraud
squad enquiry into why those deals
were signed, and a commitment to
immediately reverse them.

“The present crisis of capitalism,
either globally or nationally, was
not caused by low paid workers, by
pensioners or carers or the unem-
ployed; was not caused by nurses
or teachers or classroom assistants.
Yet these are the groups that have
been targeted by the state in order
to refloat capitalism and to refloat
the pre-existing banking system. It
is an outrage that the most
vulnerable are being asked to pay
for the crimes of the most powerful
elite. We will be ever vigilant that
this government ceases to target
the weakest in society and ensure
that the pain is borne by those
who caused this meltdown in the
first instance,” says Finnegan. ●

The German news organization,
Der Spiegel, has released three
out of 4,000 photographs showing
US soldiers and corpses of
innocent Afghans killed in
Kandahar last year. The photos
expose the crimes committed by a
“Kill Team” of U.S. soldiers who
randomly murdered Afghan
civilians for sport.

In a March 22 statement, the
U.S.-based group Afghans for
Peace (AFP) condemned these
“appalling and inhumane acts”,
which are posted at http://
afghansforpeace.org/archives/
1416. AFP is an alliance of Afghans
working for “a democratic, all
inclusive, just and peaceful
Afghanistan,” starting with an end
to U.S. and NATO military
operations in the country.

The first photograph shows
U.S. soldier, Spc. Jeremy N.
Morlock, posing with the bloodied
and partially naked corpse of Gul
Mudin, grabbing the victim by his
hair, and grinning proudly at the
camera with his trophy kill. From
close observation, the victim’s
body appears slim and hairless,
suggesting he was very young
and had not yet reached puberty.

The second photo shows U.S.
soldier, Pfc. Andrew Holmes,
posing with the corpse of Gul
Mudin, holding a cigarette in one
hand and grabbing the victim by

Afghans for Peace condemn killings of civilians
the hair with the other.

The third photo shows two
unidentified Afghan male civilians
murdered by the “Kill Team”. The
dirty clothing worn by the victims,
unnatural positioning of a foot,
blood stains on the back, and
bound legs and hands suggest
they were possibly dragged by a
vehicle and/or tortured.

January 15, 2010 was the
beginning of periodic murders by
the “Kill Team”. A subsequent
investigation shows the military
ignored warnings of soldiers
committing atrocities against
civilians. Spc. Adam Winfield had
informed his father about the
killings. Winfield Sr., persistently
tried to inform the military of his
son’s warnings, only to be turned
away.

“The guys in my group have
murdered an innocent Afghan,”
Adam Winfield wrote. “They
planned everything out. I knew
about it - I want to do something
about it, but I don’t have the
courage.”

Many have compared this case
to the Abu Ghraib outrages in Iraq.
But Afghans for Peace points out
that the Kandahar civilians where
chosen at random and murdered in
broad daylight.

“These crimes illustrate the
means by which the military
industrial complex functions

through dehumanization, forced
inferiority, and occupation both
historically and at present,” says
AFP. “This was the case with
Native Americans, Africans, Iraqis,
and now Afghans. When the
military force is led by a US
superpower, with almost 1,000
military bases worldwide, and
aided by NATO forces, the murders
in Kandahar go unnoticed.”

Afghans for Peace says it hopes
that these photographs further
encourage the public to seek the
truth about targeted attacks
against the civilian population of
Afghanistan. The group has urged
Der Spiegel to release all 4,000
photographs and video footage. ●

New cooks, same recipe in Ireland

This photo from Der Spiegel
shows Spc. Jeremy N. Morlock,
posing with the bloodied corpse
of Gul Mudin.

The Canadian Peace Alliance
and the Quebec-based Echec a la
Guerre have issued the following
joint call for actions across the
country on Saturday, April 9, to
demand an end to the war in
Afghanistan. Details of local
events can be found on the CPA
website, www.acp-cpa.ca.

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca

www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

REDS ON THE WEB

End the war: call for April 9 ralliesEnd the war: call for April 9 ralliesEnd the war: call for April 9 ralliesEnd the war: call for April 9 ralliesEnd the war: call for April 9 rallies
The war in Afghanistan has

reached new levels of brutality.
Civilian casualties spiked in 2010
and the rate of killing is increasing
each month. It’s time for it to end.
After almost ten years of
occupation and a half a trillion
dollars spent by NATO,
Afghanistan still suffers from a
lack of basic services and a corrupt
NATO backed government.

The Canadian Peace Alliance
and the Collectif Echec a la guerre
are calling for a pan-Canadian day
of action on April 9, 2011 to demand
an end to the war and to bring
Canadian troops home now. This
day of action will coincide with
anti-war demonstrations in the US
in both New York and San
Francisco.

The statistics are
s h o c k i n g .
According to the
Afghan Rights
Monitor: “Almost
everything related to
the war surged in
2010: the combined
numbers of Afghan
and foreign forces
surpassed 350,000;
security incidents
mounted to over 100 per week;
more fighters from all warring side
were killed; and the number of
civilian people killed, wounded and
displaced hit record levels.”

The NATO forces continue with
air strikes that kill civilians such as
during the 4 days of attacks on
Ghazi Abad which started on
February 16 and killed more than 60
civilians - 30 of which were children.
In a single two week period between
the 12th and 26th of February, 200
civilians were killed.

The Canadian deployment of
another 1000 soldiers to act as
trainers will only compound the
problems faced by the Afghan
people. Any support for the
corrupt regime of Hamid Karzai

works against the aspirations of
the Afghan people to live in a free
and democratic society. The
Harper government admitted that
they were propping up a corrupt
regime while at the NATO summit
in Lisbon. They even announced
that they would refuse to send aid
to the Afghan president until they
had assurances that the money
would be spent properly. One
wonders what strange twist of logic
has Canada refusing to send aid
for fear of corruption while they are
willing to send Canadian soldiers
to help expand the control of that
same corrupt government
throughout the country.

Recent events in the Middle
East and North Africa have

provided an example
of people struggling
to create a new
society without
w e s t e r n
intervention and
against regimes
supported by the
west. The people of
Tunisia, Egypt and
Libya have done
more to bring peace
and democracy to

their countries than years of US-
led military occupations in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Self-
determination for the Afghan
people is the only solution to the
current crisis. In the words of
former Afghan MP, Malalai Joya
- “No nation can donate liberation
to another nation. These values
must be fought for and won by the
people themselves. They can only
grow and flourish when they are
planted by the people in their own
soil and watered by their own
blood and tears. “

The majority of Canadians want
our troops brought home now. Join
us on April 9 and demand that the
Harper government listen to the
Canadian people and end this war ●

All out on
April 9:
End the

war, dump
the Harper

Tories
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By Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally Brooker

Toronto’ s Rhythms of Resistance
Grassroots percussion bands are a welcome phenomenon at
demonstrations and rallies these days, providing an uplifting marching
beat and lots of noisy energy. Rhythms of Resistance (RoR) is a
network of bands advocating “percussive resistance to the march of
capitalism.” From its roots in the U.K., where it started in 2000, RoR
has grown to include sister bands in other countries. RoR Toronto,
a “political samba band,” has become a powerful presence in local
social justice and environmental actions. On February 10, RoR raised
the roof inside Toronto City Hall at a protest against the Rob Ford
regime’s cutbacks, and on March 12 they kept spirits high at the
annual International Women’s Day march. For more info visit
www.rhythmsofresistance.co.uk & http://rortoronto.wordpress.com.

The Milestones: historic recordings
Thanks to folk music historian Gary Cristall a near-forgotten group
of Ukrainian-Canadian musicians is receiving long-overdue
recognition. Cristall’s new release The Milestones: Historic
Recordings 1960-1965 is the first commercial recording of a group
that was, in his words, “the finest folk music group in B.C. in the
sixties.” The Milestones were politically engaged. They played in
support of nuclear disarmament, labour rights, and solidarity with
Cuba, as well as at fundraisers for leading figures of the left, including
CPC leader Tim Buck. That they could also sing is stunningly
apparent. After all, they’d received excellent training in their local
Ukrainian choirs. The story of the band is admirably told in the
album’s notes by Cristall and founding member Jerry Shack. Order
from Peoples Co-op Bookstore (www.peoplescoopbookstore.com)
or from www.folkmusichistory.com.

Montreal rapper “The Narcicyst”
Montreal hip-hop artist Yassin Alsalman (“The Narcicyst”) is one of
many artists of the Arab diaspora in solidarity with the revolutionary
upsurge in the Middle East and North Africa. On March 2 Alsalman
was interviewed on the alternative news program Democracy Now!
He discussed the effect of the 2003 invasion of Iraq on his music, and
the role of hip-hop in the contemporary Arab world, where young
people use it as a “vocation and a social mediation to translate their
experience into music.” The Narcicyst was born in Dubai in 1982 and
grew up in Montreal, where he attended Concordia University. His
latest release, Hamdulillah, features Palestinian hip-hop artist Shadia
Mansour and incorporates video clips submitted by Arabs and Mus-
lims from around the world. Visit his website: www.iraqisthebomb.com.

Detroit Symphony strike update
Detroit Symphony Orchestra musicians (AFM Local 5) are in the sixth
month of their strike against downsizing and massive cuts in salaries
and benefits. On Feb. 19 they rejected management’s “final offer,”
countering with a proposal to submit to binding arbitration. When
management rejected this offer the musicians e-mailed board members,
asking for support. In a display of contempt for the board of this tax-
exempt institution, the DSO instructed members to stonewall the
union and await further orders. The union is now planning visits to
board members’ homes. Meanwhile musicians at the New York
Philharmonic, the Boston Symphony and elsewhere are wearing
bracelets at their concerts bearing the words “AFM Solidarity.” For
more info: http://detroitsymphonymusicians.org/.

Music in the Wisconsin uprising
Anyone watching the uprising in Wisconsin against the union-
bashing regime of Governor Scott Walker will notice plenty of drummers,
numerous horn players and even a firefighters pipe band. Folk singers,
rock bands and hip-hop artists are also lifting their voices in solidarity.
“Rock For Your Rights,” a free Feb. 21 concert in Madison, featured
Rage Against the Machine’s Tom Morello, MC5 legend Wayne
Kramer and Boston punk band Street Dogs. A few days later, in the
midst of a snowstorm, Peter Yarrow (Peter, Paul and Mary) led the
crowd in a version of “Which Side Are You On?” The solidarity
continues. Pittsburgh rapper Jasiri-X has released “American Workers
vs Multi-Billionaires” featuring video clips from the Wisconsin uprising.
Look for it all at YouTube or http://artistsforwisconsin.blogspot.com.

Middle East rebel songs
The myths that feed Islamophobia in the English-speaking world are
being challenged by a new music website. Mideast Tunes is a project
of Mideast Youth (www.mideastyouth.com), a non-profit digital
network that seeks to promote social change by helping young
activists develop websites using open source software. The goal of
Mideast Tunes is “to expose talented activist musicians to the
world.” Sample songs on the website reveal a wide variety of
contemporary music. Genres include alternative, electro/experimental,
heavy metal, hip-hop, punk, traditional/classical, trance and techno.
Visitors can keep up with new releases and select bands by genre or
by country. This month’s feature is “Not Your Prisoner”, a new
release from Egyptian band Arabian Knightz, featuring singer Shadia
Mansour. Check it out at http://mideasttunes.com.

CPC-PCC

90
Our series of articles marking

the 90th anniversary of the
Communist Party continues with a
look at the struggle to build a mass
labour movement during the 1930s
and ’40s.

The efforts of Canadian
communists to build a fighting,
militant trade union movement
through the Workers’ Unity
League climaxed with the On to
Ottawa Trek of 1935, organized by
the WUL-affiliated Relief Camp
Workers Union. The mid-1930s
were a period of similar working
class actions in many countries.

The world-wide crisis of
capitalism forced workers
everywhere to fight back in a more
conscious and radical way. The
growth of revolutionary forces was
countered by fascism, supported
by the most reactionary sections
of the capitalist class. The rise of
Hitlerism in Germany was a serious
setback, followed by the fascist
overthrow of the democratic
government of Spain.

In these conditions, stronger
working class unity was
desperately needed and
increasingly possible. The Seventh
Congress of the Communist
International in 1935 called for a
“united front” against fascism.
This position fit the situation
created in Canada by the new
Congress of Industrial
Organizations (CIO) and its fight
within the American Federation of
Labour for industrial unionism in
the USA. The WUL had led heroic
working class struggles almost
alone for several years; now,
Canadian workers could best
advance their interests through
rebuilding trade union unity.

The Communist Party began to
campaign among the WUL
affiliates to join the AFL and the
CIO. This naturally met with some
resistance from trade unionists who
remembered the bureaucratic, class
collaborationist actions of many
leaders of the “mainstream” unions.
But within two years, the
revolutionary unions were
affiliated to their respective
internationals, and to the Trades
and Labour Congress in Canada.

Now the focus shifted to building
the new CIO unions in Canada. One
of the most outstanding Communist
labour activists was Dick Steele,
national organizer for Canada of the
Steel Workers’ Organizing
Committee, forerunner of the United
Steel Workers of America. Steele,
together with Harry Hunter in
Hamilton, George MacEachren in
Sydney, Nova Scotia, and other
Communists built up the foundation
of what later became the Canadian
District of the United Steel Workers.

The Canadian Seamen’s Union
was started in Toronto by a group
of militant lake seamen, including
Communist Party members like
Dewar Ferguson and Joe Salsberg.
Within a few years the CSU
achieved big gains for sailors on
the Great Lakes, such as the eight-
hour day and 48-hour week. While
cutting their working hours in half,
the CSU raised the monthly pay of
sailors from $35 to $40 minimum,
with time and a half for overtime.
The CSU established the right of
sailors to speak as a collective on
board through their union
committee.

Other CIO organizations set up
in Canada included the International
Woodworkers of America (IWA)
and the United Electrical, Radio and
Machine Workers of America (UE).
Unions with a longer history also
joined the CIO, such as the Mine-
Mill and Smelter Workers, the
United Mineworkers, the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers,
and the International Ladies
Garment Workers.

Unfortunately, divisions within
the labour movement did not
disappear. The leadership of the AFL
opposed the strategy of building
industrial unions, eventually forcing
a split with the CIO.

But the labour upsurge
continued. During 1936-37, union
membership increased 30 percent
in Canada, and more than doubled
in the United States. The SWOC,
for example, had signed up almost
9,000 members in the bitterly anti-
labour steel industry by the end of
1937. In total, the CIO unions in
Canada had a membership of 76,000
at this point.

The most important early
struggle of the CIO unions in
Canada was the 1937 strike in
Oshawa, Ontario, where General
Motors and the Liberal government
of Mitch Hepburn tried to prevent
workers from joining the UAW.
After a 17-day strike, the UAW
was victorious, a turning point for
the CIO in Canada.

These developments laid the
basis for a huge expansion of
labour struggles following the 1945
military victory over fascism. In
that year, working days lost to
strikes across Canada nearly
tripled, to about 1.5 million, and

Ford was compelled to recognize
UAW Local 200 in Windsor.

The next year, strike actions
tripled again, with 4.5 million
working days lost. In British
Columbia, 37,000 IWA members
struck to win major gains against
the lumber companies, and 6,000
members of the United Textile
Workers conducted a historic strike
against the bosses and the
Duplessis government of Quebec.
Tens of thousands of industrial
workers in Ontario achieved higher
wages and better working
conditions.

One of the most critical struggles
was in Hamilton, when members of
United Steel Workers Local 1005
marched to the Stelco plant gates to
start the famous strike of 1946. This
historic 80-day battle by
steelworkers and the entire
community won recognition for
Local 1005, a 40-hour work week,
and better wages. The  Stelco strike
forced employers across Canada to
accept collective bargaining rights.

These advances validated the
strategy of the Communists to
bring the revolutionary WUL
unions into the “mainstream”.
Labour unity and industrial
unionism were the keys to building
a mass trade union movement,
including public sector workers.

The ruling class responded by
launching the Cold War, designed
to split the working class and roll
back these advances. The Cold
War led to the expulsion from the
“house of labour” of Communist-
led unions which had played major
roles in the struggles of the 1930s
and ’40s... but that’s a topic for a
future column. ●

Behind the labour
upsurge of the '40s

The Milestones: Historic Recordings 1960-1965, reviewed above, is
available from Peoples Co-op Bookstore in Vancouver
(www.peoplescoopbookstore.com) or at www.folkmusichistory.com.

On the picket line during the 1945 Ford Strike in Windsor.
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also invited the United Nations
and other international
organizations such as the African
Union to send fact-finding
missions to the country to confirm
the ceasefire decision, and to pave
the way to a negotiated settlement.

Many may question whether
Gaddafi’s ceasefire offer is
genuine. Unfortunately, the
western powers are already
dismissing this initiative without
even bothering to confirm the
intentions of the Libyan regime,
and are preparing to launch military
action, clearly revealing their true
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The National Campaign
Committee will be the Executive
Committee, plus the twelve
Presidents of Provincial and
Territorial Federations.

This is the opening refrain of
the swan song of the democratic
rank and file convention. This
recommendation has already been
accepted and recommended
through the participation on the
Commission of the ranking officers
of the largest affiliated unions, with
the exception of CUPW. Their
delegates will go with instructions
to support. Debate will be only
about timing or application. If the
Canadian Council is a done deal,
the rest follows suit.

The Canadian Council will be a
permanent affiliate-controlled
governance, with the exception of
four Officers, five equity VPs, and
one Youth VP. The Commission
recommends in two places that the

Canadian Council should function
as a “Forum”. Not exactly the same
as a governing body carrying out
convention decisions, is it? Of its
85 members, 75 will be chosen
outside of convention. The
Canadian Council will be a body of
professional trade unionists who
only have to meet twice a year as a
forum of discussion.

The Executive Committee, the
body that will really govern the
CLC, will meet four times a year and
has only four elected officers.

The proof is in the pudding, as
the saying goes. It would be very
immature to consider these
proposals as purely structural. In
any sane world, structure should
be the instrument of purpose, yet
these changes are going to be
implemented without any
indication of purpose whatsoever.
Any observation of the CLC
performance during the economic
crisis, and especially the latest
stroking of the Tory Budget on the

eve of an election, would lead one
to conclude that the structural
changes are to entrench this
ideology of non-struggle. After
all, unfortunately, this is the status
quo.

With convention resolutions
getting merged into watery
nothings, 75 of 85 of Canadian
Council members appointed
outside convention, the Executive
Committee chosen exclusively by
the Canadian Council, the National
Campaign Committee another
rubber stamp, and a complete shut-
out of the grassroots Labour
Councils, what is left for delegates?
What is left of the Convention?

There is little reason to believe
that cash-strapped locals and Labour
Councils will be willing to spend $2-
3000 to send delegates to a con-
vention of disappeared resolutions,
guest speakers and cultural
entertainment. This is a very grave
threat to the future of Canadian
trade union democracy ●.

CLC structure changing....

intent to impose regime change
through military aggression.

However bad the current
situation, it will be much worse
with a foreign invasion. The
Communist Party urges all
Canadians who oppose war and
aggression to speak out to demand
that our government withdraw our
troops and warships now, and to
demand that the imperialist powers,
including Canada, refrain from
military aggression against Libya
and instead support a peaceful
resolution to this crisis. Let the
Libyan people settle matters
themselves with a political solution.
“Hands off Libya!” ●

U.S. lawyer and civil rights
activist Leonard Weinglass passed
away on March 23, at the age of 77.
During his long career, he defended
the Chicago 7, Daniel Ellsberg
and Anthony Russo, Angela Davis,
Mumia Abu-Jamal, and many
others. He was the lead appellate
attorney for the Cuban Five from
2002. The following is a tribute to
Weinglass by Gerardo Hernandez
Nordelo of the Cuban Five.

Not that long ago Len came to
visit me and we worked for several
hours preparing for the next step of
my appeal. I noticed at the time that
he was tired. I was worried with his
advanced age that he was driving
alone after a long trip from New
York. The weather was bad and the
roads from the airport up to
Victorville wind through the
mountains surrounding the high
desert.  I mentioned my concern to
him but he did not pay it any
attention. That was the way he
was, nothing stopped him.

When we would meet the same
thing would always happen. At some
point in our conversation, while
listening to him talk, my mind would
separate from his words and I would
focus on the person. I would realize
that here is this great man, the
tremendous lawyer, the legendary
fighter for justice, right here in front
of me. I told him that I had seen
images of him in documentaries on
TV dedicating himself to important
legal cases that he had participated

in from a very young age. With pride
I would tell people watching, “that is
the lawyer of the Five”. It did not
matter how much I read or heard
about Len I knew through his
humility and modesty that there was
a lot I still had to discover about this
man who had dedicated his life to his
profession.

Len always insisted that our
case, like the others that he had
dedicated lots of his time to, was
essentially a political one. He
cautioned us from the start that
this struggle would be long and
difficult.  His experience with the
“system” had taught him that. For
our part, beyond the professional
relationship we had, we always
thought of him as one companero
in the battle for justice.

Len leaves us at an important
moment, but he leaves us prepared
to carry on the path. On more than

one occasion he expressed his
admiration and respect for the other
lawyers on our legal team, and I
think that he has left confident that
our case is in good hands.

Like other people, who during
these years have accompanied us
in our struggle to make justice
prevail, he will not be with us to see
the inevitable triumph. We are
confident that day will arrive and
to Len, and to all the others, we will
pay them a well deserved tribute in
our homeland.

On behalf of the Cuban Five,
and our families, and from the
millions of Cubans, and brothers
and sisters from all over the world
who trusted and admired him, we
send our most sincere condolences
to Len’s family and friends.

Leonard Weinglass, Presente!
Gerardo Hernandez Nordelo,

USP Victorville, California  ●

Leonard W einglass, 1933-201 1

Bethune Dinner Door Prize Winner
The winner of the door prize at the annual Norman
Bethune Dinner sponsored by People’s Voice on
Feb. 26 was Toronto resident Josephine Spencer,
holder of ticket 2137. Josephine has won a one-
week trip for two to Cuba - congratulations and
enjoy your trip!

continued from page 3

continued from page 12

Hands of f Libya....

  Nanaimo, BC
May Day March & Potluck ,
Sunday, May 1, meet in front of
downtown library for march at 1
pm, followed by potluck at Maffeo
Sutton Park Pavilion.

  Victoria, BC
Peace Mom Cindy Sheehan,
Sat., April 16, 7 pm, at David
Lam Auditorium, A144
MacLaurin Hall, University of
Victoria, admission by donation.
Sponsored by Peace Action
Initiative-UVic Social Justice
Studies, endorsed by Earth
Walk, Friends of Cuba, Raging
Grannies, Victorial Peace
Coalition, Coalition Against
Israeli Apartheid.

  Vancouver, BC
We Are One International
Solidarity Rally , Sat., April
2, 2 pm, Peace Arch Border
Crossing, join unions from
Washington, Oregon and
British Columbia in solidarity
with workers struggling to
keep collective bargaining
rights. For info on buses,
contact BC Fed-eration of
Labour, 604-430-1421.
People Power, Not War,  rally
against the war in Afghanistan,
Sat., April 9, 1 pm, Library
Square (corner of Homer &
Robson). Organized by

StopWar, Vancouver’s anti-war
coalition, www.stopwar.ca.
Left Film Night,  7 pm, Sunday,
April 24, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive. For
info on this month’s film, call
604-255-2041.

  Toronto, ON
Our City, Our Services, Our
Future, April 9, 1 pm at Dundas
Square, Community Day of
Action  to defend good jobs,
public services and greener
cities. For info on the rally and
buses to Toronto, contact  416-
441-3710 x226 or 416-571-3087.
The Election and Beyond,  the
struggle for jobs and justice, a
community meeting with Miguel
Figueroa, Communist Party
Leader and Candidate for
Davenport, Monday, April 11,
7:30 pm, Bloor/Gladstone
Library, info: 416-469-2446.

  Montreal, QC
Palestinians And Jews
United,  boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside Le
marcheur, at Duluth & St. Denis.
Cochabamba +1: climate
justice and ecological
alternatives,  conference April
15-17, wide range of speakers,
for registration and info, visit
www.alternatives.ca.

Nearly 3,000 workers at the Tai
Yi leather factory in an industrial
zone in Hlaingtharyar Township, a
Rangoon suburban, demonstrated
against extra long working hours
and salary cuts on March 8.

Workers from the main Tai Yi
leather factory on Phanchakwun
Oo Shwe Ohn Road in Industrial
Zone 3 and workers from a branch
of the Tai Yi factory both took part
in the demonstration, Ko Than, a

labour rights activist, told the
media, “Their main goal is to reduce
their working hours. And the next
problem is that their salaries have
been cut.”

In late January, the same
workers staged a protest to urge
the owner to reduce working hours.
At that time, the factory agreed
that workers should continue to
work until 8 pm and promised not
to force work on holidays. But in
late February, the factory officials
declared that the workers needed
to work until 9 pm. Normal working
hours at the factory are from 7:20
am to 5 pm.

Two weeks later, some 500
workers at a shoe factory in Hlaing
Tharyar Township in Rangoon
launched a peaceful protest for an
increase in salary. The workers at the
New Way factory refused to work on
March 22, and gathered outside the
factory at 7 am to voice their concerns.
The strike came one day after
management ignored a proposal by
workers’ representatives demanding
salary increases. Security guards
and police officers were deployed
outside the factory, but no violence
was reported. The workers ended
the protest at 9 am following
negotiations with officials from
Hlaing Tharyar Township and the
Ministry of Labour. ●

Burma workers take strike actions
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Attacks against Libya violate
international law , warns Cuba
Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cuba

Cuba expresses its most forceful condemnation of the foreign
military intervention into the internal conflict occurring within the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

For Cuba, conflicts must be resolved through dialogue and
negotiation, not with the use of military force.

The Security Council succumbed to pressure from some western
powers in order to create the conditions leading to this military
aggression, which constitutes a blatant manipulation of the United
Nations Charter, of the Council’s authority and is another example
of the double standard which characterizes its conduct.

Nevertheless, Resolution 1973, approved this last Thursday by
the Security Council, in no way authorizes these attacks against
Libyan territory, which constitute a violation of international law.

The western powers carrying out military attacks against Libyan
territory are causing death, injury and suffering to innocent civilians.
Some of these powers are precisely those responsible for the death
of more than a million civilians in Iraq and more than 70,000 in
Afghanistan, which they call “collateral damage.”

They are also complicit in the crimes committed against the
Palestinian people.

Cuba supports the Libyan people’s inalienable right to self-
determination without any foreign interference, repudiates the deaths
of civilians in Libya and in any other place and supports this nation’s
territorial integrity and its sovereignty over its own resources.

Havana, March 20, 2011

Issued by Central Executive
Committee, Communist
Party of Canada, Friday,
March 18, 2011

On Thursday of this week, the
U.N. Security Council passed
Resolution 1973, authorizing the
imposition of a “no-fly zone” on
Libya and the use of “all necessary
measures” short of an invasion -
including naval blockades,
bombardment and air strikes -
against Col. Muammar Gaddafi’s
forces in order “to protect civilians
and civilian-populated areas” in
the rebel-held Eastern part of Libya.
The resolution also imposes a ban
on all air travel (including civilian
flights) in Libyan airspace,
toughens the arms embargo, and
widens the freeze of offshore
Libyan assets.

In reality, the UN decision hands
the U.S. and its NATO allies a carte
blanche to launch a full-scale
onslaught against Tripoli and other

government-held areas. Res. 1973
goes far beyond the “no-fly zone”
concept to include attacks on
Libyan military units and
equipment which “threaten” the
population, essentially expanding
the scope of potential military
action to include virtually every
conceivable form of attack. Such a
military assault will further inflame
the internal conflict which has
already exacted a heavy toll
amongst the Libyan population,
and will put “civilians and civilian-
populated areas” at greater, rather
than lesser risk.

The Communist Party of Canada
condemns this Security Council
action which was bullied through
by the U.S., Britain and France,
passing by a vote of 10-0 with 5
abstentions (China, Russia, Brazil,
India and Germany), under the
dangerous and thoroughly
hypocritical doctrine of “hum-
anitarian interventionism”. This
doctrine is dangerous because it

provides a convenient pretext to
override one of the most central
and fundamental principles of the
U.N. Charter - namely, respect for
the national and territorial
sovereignty of all member-states -
thus providing official sanction
for wars of aggression and
occupation by the imperialist
powers under the cover of
“international humanitarian relief”.

Its invocation by Washington
and its imperialist allies is also
outrageously hypocritical, when
US/NATO forces have inflicted
thousands of casualties on
innocent civilians in wars of
occupation in Afghanistan and
Iraq, and continue to do so up to
the present day. Where is this
burning concern “to protect
civilians and civilian-populated
areas” in these countries and in
Pakistan, where the U.S. has
repeatedly launched unmanned
drone attacks causing hundreds
additional deaths among unarmed

Hands Off Libya - No Foreign Intervention
For a Peaceful Political Solution to the Conflict!

Keep Canadian Military at Home!

End the bombing, says Young
Communist League

In a March 22 statement, the International Commission of the
Young Communist League of Canada warned that “foreign bombing
and invasion is dangerously worsening the situation in Libya.”
Condemning U.N. Resolution 1973, US “Operation Odyssey Dawn”
and Canadian “Operation MOBILE,” the statement urged peace-
loving youth and students to demand the Harper Conservative
government immediately withdraw its troops and warships and
support a peaceful, political solution to the crisis resolved by the
Libyan people.

“Resolution 1973 - the so-called no-fly zone banning civilian and
military air travel - authorizes an act of war,” says the YCL. “The U.S.
and NATO have a ̀ free pass’ to not only enforce a terrible storm of
air strikes, bombardment and a naval blockade but also to launch
attacks on any Libyan military units that they claim threaten the
population. Whatever we think of the Ghadafi regime, imperialist
intervention will be a disaster for the Libyan people. Widespread
circulation of petitions by groups like Avaaz.org calling for such
actions have confused some progressive youth, but the doctrine of
`humanitarian interventionism’ by the past colonizers of Africa is
hypocritical and must be opposed.”

The YCL stresses that “the Harper Conservative government’s
actions are also crude chauvinistic electioneering on the eve of a
Federal election campaign which could be fought on the question of
billion-dollar military spending for new fighter jets, and the fact this
anti-democratic government has been declared in contempt of par-
liament for drastically low-balling the price-tag of its war spending.” ●

civilians?
Or take what is happening right

now in Bahrain and Yemen, where
reactionary and dictatorial
governments are slaughtering
unarmed civilian protestors in
broad daylight - protestors whose
only “crime” is that they have
peacefully taken to the streets to
demand democratic change. Or the
repeated Israeli massacres of
Palestinians in Gaza and the other
occupied territories - surely the
most outrageous case of imperialist
double standards. Why have
Washington, London and Paris
remained so conspicuously silent
in the face of these outrageous
atrocities?

The answer is very simple:
because these are “US-friendly”
client states which faithfully serve
imperialist interests in the region.

The imperialist killers headed
by the USA, France, Britain and
NATO as a whole and with the
approval of the UN started a new
imperialist war. This time in Libya.
Their allegedly humanitarian
pretexts are completely misleading!
They throw dust into peoples’
eyes! Their real goals are the
hydrocarbons in Libya. We, the
Communist and Workers’ parties
condemn the military imperialist
intervention. The people of Libya
must determine their future on their
own, without foreign imperialist
interventions. We call on the
peoples to react and demand the
immediate cessation of the
bombings and of the imperialist
intervention!

As of March 25, the statement
was signed by 58 parties: Algerian
Party For Democracy And
Socialism, PADS; Communist Party
of Armenia; Communist Party of
Azerbaijan; Communist Party of
Australia; Communist Party of

Joint Statement of Communist and Workers’
Parties against imperialist aggression in Libya

Bangladesh; Workers’ Party of
Bangladesh; Communist Party of
Belarus; Workers’ Party of
Belgium; Brazilian Communist
Party; Communist Party of Brazil;
Communist Party of Britain; New
Communist Party of Britain; Party
of the Bulgarian Communists;
Communist Party of Canada;
Communist Party of Chile; Socialist
Workers’ Party of Croatia;
Communist Party of Bohemia and
Moravia; Communist Party of
Denmark; Communist Party in
Denmark; Communist Party of
Estonia; Communist Party of
Finland; Hungarian Communist
Workers’ Party; Unified CP of
Georgia; Communist Party of
Greece; Communist Party of India;
Communist Party of India
(Marxist); Tudeh Party of Iran;
Communist Party of Ireland;
Workers’ Party of Ireland; Party of
the Italian Communists;
Communist Party of Kazakhstan;
Socialist Party of Latvia; Lebanese

Communist Party; Communist
Party of Luxembourg; Communist
Party of Malta; Communist Party
of Mexico; Popular Socialist Party
of Mexico; New Communist Party
of Netherlands; Communist Party
of Norway; Communist Party of
Pakistan; Communist Party of
Poland; Portuguese Communist
Party; Communist Party of Russian
Federation; Communist Workers’
Party of Russia-Revolutionary
Party of Communists; UCP-CPSU;
Communist Party of Soviet Union;
New Communist Party of
Yugoslavia; Party of the
Communists of Serbia; Communist
Party of Slovakia; Communist Party
of Sri Lanka; Communist Party of
the Peoples of Spain; Syrian
Communist Party; Communist
Party of Sweden; Communist Party
of Turkey; Labour Party (EMEP),
Turkey; Communist Party of
Ukraine; Union of Communists of
Ukraine; Communist Party of
Venezuela. ●

In Libya, on the other hand, the
imperialist powers want a “regime
change” to replace Gaddafi with a
more “predictable” and pliant
puppet government, and to
strengthen their hegemony in
North Africa and the Middle East
where their “influence” (a.k.a. their
economic interests centred on
control of the region’s vital oil
resources) is increasingly
threatened by the rising tide of
democratic upsurge throughout
the Arab world.

In response to the passage of
the UN resolution, the Libyan
government has announced an
immediate cessation of military
action and is calling for an “open
dialogue” to find a peaceful
solution to the conflict. Tripoli has

see LIBYA, page 11


