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Save the CWB

Across the prairie provinces
duringAugust, thousands of
farmers packed public meetings

to oppose the Harpdiory
attempt to remove the Canadian
Wheat Board's single-desk authority

of 2011

\gf‘ Police violence in Chile

Up to 100,000 students have rallied for free
public education this summeonly to be hiwith
massive police violence and hundreds of arres

- Report on page 12 -

12
Three years in jail

Alienation and riOtS... Three years after being arreste

in front of TV cameras,
When angry youths set fires and Colombian labour activist Liliany
destroy propertythat's a riot. But when Obando has yet to face trial,
the ruling classes loot entire economies, despite the collapse of the
that's the invisible hand of capitalism... phony chages against her

ts.
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Stop the witch hunt and smears in Toronto

Statement from the right to frge.politi_cal expression than 300 City Hall deputants,crus_h_ opposition_ to .t.his With .this in_ mind_, the
Communist Party (Ontario) and association - rights g_uaranteedssertmg the_y were members o&dmlmstratmn's fa_r—_rlgh_t political Communist F_’artylsexplor_mg legal
Aug. 15, 2011 ' under the Charter of Rights andhe Communist Party, after theydlrectlon..._Red-b_a_ltlng is part andactlon_lncludlngac_omplamtto the
’ Freedoms. stayed through the night and intgparcel of this administration’s attackOntario Human Rights Tribunal,
The Communist Party is MammolitiisamemberofMayor the early hours to oppose theonpublicservicesandonlabourandnd is urging the labour and
considering legal action, includingRob Ford’s Executive and anKPMG proposals to eliminate democraticrights. It'sapackage. It'sdemocratic movements and all
a complaint to the Ontario Humanaggressive advocate for Ford's‘gravy”, including the closure of a dangerous combination thathose who supportdemocratic and
Rights Tribunal regarding Torontoagenda of privatization andlibraries, old age homes, 2,00threatens all Toronto residents, andivil rights to speak up and demand
City Councillor George confrontation with the city’s subsidized child care spacesmust be challenged. an end to the witch hune.
Mammoliti's witch-hunting at City labour and democratic movementsending funding to cultural and arts
Hall, and his attack on the public’'s  Mammoliti has attacked moregroups including Caribana and

Prid(_aeve_nts,endingAIDS.reIated "M Canada InCIUdeS ‘the
Save Toronto rallies: Sept. 10 & 26 g e ro e y h d"
Mammoliti has attacked W eat Boar

The “Toronto Stop the Cuts” coalition will hold a mass meeting on

. P Councillors who also oppose the
Sat., Sept. 10 at Dufferin Grove Park (875 Dufferin, just north of . Darrell Rankin
College), starting at 1 pm. The meeting will discuss a “People’s cuts, alleging they are members oBY

Declaration” set of demands. Coalition supporters will show up at the Communist Party and that  \jgre than two thousand wheat and barley farmers attended meetings

City Hall on Sept. 26 (5:30 pm) to make sure that these demands are ~ OPPOSItION tothe KPMG cuts stems, cross the prairies in August to discuss the fate of the Canadian Wheat

met when council votes on the future of the city. from Communist Partymembershipgoard. They came despite a threat by the Harper Conservatives toignore
While the Communist Party is the wishes of more than 68,000 farmers should they vote in a plebiscite

opposed to the cuts and is fightingg keep the CWB as a single-desk, farmer-run marketer.

them, opposition to this agenda The cWB directors will announce the results of the plebiscite on

Communist Pal‘ty prep ares incItL_Jdes membgrrs of almeSt alllSeptember 9. Now the mainissue is to maintain the momentum and to stall
. . parties, save the 10r1es, and peopiggisiation to kill the CWB.
for Manitoba election who are not members ofany party. “The meetings were organized to give farmers a chance to hear from
By Darrell Rankin Suggesting otherwise is a smear e elected directors and to express their views. Those attending were
y something Mammolitiis expertat. gyerwhelmingly in favour of keeping the CWB's single-desk mandate.

The Communist Party in Manitobawill be fielding five candiddtes 1S IS @ witch-hunt aimed to - «pgqple around the world will shake their heads if the Harper
in the October 4 provincial election campaign. The NDP governelfitimidate widespread and growinggoyernment destroys the Wheat Board,” said one farmer in Camrose,
will be seeking its fourth mandate since winning power in 1999 in B;‘bl'c opposition to the levelling ajperta,
campaign that kicks off on September 6. of public services and programsin - agriculture minister Gerry Ritz met with CWB chair Alan Oberg in

However, the NDP has alienated much of its base, by fre¢zifg€ City, andtofrighten Councillors \ay " revealing the Conservatives want to “take their political lumps”
wages, ending atuition freeze, supporting the war in Afghanistaih, afii¢ Silence and stampede themary in their mandate, well before the next election,
failing to stem the growth of poverty and the decline in better-pdying® voting for deep cuts and  Ths is a critical time to build a broad coalition of popular forces to
jobs. As a result, the Conservatives are poised to make gaind. Privatizations against the gefendthe WheatBoard. Ifallthe coalitions and trade unions that defend

The Communist Party will campaign to block a Conservativdemonstrated wishes of the publicsgyereignty and Medicare, the CBC and other important Canadian
victory which would spell greater disaster for working people ad to Mammoliti is attempting 1o do jnsitutions together say “My Canada includes the Wheat Board,” that
back policies to create jobs, improve access to education and a vaﬁg@t Joe McCarthy did in 1950sy|| pe a huge step in blocking the dictatorial Conservative plan.

a broad range of democratic righss. A - crush free speech and free e effort should reach out to all groups that are largely self-
political association in an effort to goyerning, including professional groups that defend the right to decide
how their industry is governed, and in which farmers play a role, even
the Canadian Legion.

1 u =N - H For the Conservative Party, this finishes its 19th century “National
Pv Fund Drlve' Walk A Thon raises $3500 Dream” to colonize Western Canada and build a protected, agro-
industrial economy. Ending the CWB would be a monumental sellout to
the giant, mainly U.S.-owned corporations that dominate the global grain
trade. It would also rid the Conservatives of a democratic group of
farmers who could be part of the effort to build a more just society in
Western Canada.

Within the Conservative Party, the voice of farmers is gone, replaced
by resource and energy corporate interests which see no value or
importance in Canadian agriculture, including their prairie heartland.
The millions here and abroad who depend on Canadian wheat have a
different view.®

As summer draws to a close, sdaowards reaching their $20,000
does the annual People’s Voicearget for this year.
Fund Drive. Our next issue will Most of the pledges for thef
include areport on the progress ofValk-A-Thon were gathered by
the Drive, which has beentireless PV supporters Krishna
bolstered by some successfuByal and Harjit Daudharia, and
fundraising events in recentsome donations were also turne
weeks. in at the event. Other supporter

Once again, the biggest singlevho made the Walk-A-Thon a
activity was organized by thesuccess included Gurcharanp

in about $3,500, taking our Britishdonated delicious items for the
Columbia supporters a big stedunch, and Nazir Rizvi, who helped

Punjabi drummer Babby got
people up and dancing.

emcee the program as well a
making his own generous financia
contribution.

This year's Walk-A-Thon
featured the best cultural progral
to date, highlighted by Babby, a

WeII—knowndrummerfromthelocalI______________________I
Punj_'abi c_ommuni;y. Babby’srl [ ) o I
musical artistry inspired anumbe Here S my Contr’butlon

of Walk-A-Thon participants to | N ’ |
join in with their own dancing. | |
Singer-songwriter Linda to the PV Fund Drlve' I

Chobotuck performed several o’ . .
her be|ovedp working class folkl ENnclosed please find my donation of $

tunes, and Krishna delighted thd tg the 201 People'&/oice Press Fund Drive
crowd with her rendition of a |

traditional Indian song. I Name
PV Editor Kimball Cariou and

business manager Sam Hammon':i Address

spoke briefly on the importance o .

the working class press in today’q City/town

world, thanking the Lower Fraser

. o AR Club and friends for their terrific I Prov _ Postal Code

' =+ 1 - fundraising, and for the deliciousI
o Ohags WS - A e lunch. We look forward with great

i :--ﬂﬂﬁ : anticipation to next year's 10th|
Sam Hammond thanks the Walk-A-Thon organizers. Annual Walk-A-Thon'e e o o e e e e e e -

armers in Camrose line up to speak in favour of protecting the
heat Board. (Photo by Darrell Rankin)

Sendyour contributionto:
People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1
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"Labour-Farmer unity" needed to save Wheat Board

The Communist Party is urgingbillion profit, a year with food Canada in the 1920s, the familyfarmers have been the target ohave passed resolutions of support
a broad and strong fight to defeahunger riots in 26 countries. farm has been under constantorporate plundering, at timesfor the CWB and single-desk
the dictatorial Conservative Party “The main fight now is to save attack by the growing monopoly sparking strong resistance byselling.
plan to demolish the Canadianthe Canadian Wheat Board. Butorporate price-cost squeeze anthrmers. “This is a strong basis for unity
Wheat Board. Thousands ofshould the Harper Conservativegovernment policies such as “After the First World War the inthe fightfor the Canadian Wheat
farmers turned out at meetingsvalue their corporate accompliceending the Crow Rate Progressive and other farmeiBoard.
acrossthe prairie provinces duringnore than millions of newly rousedtransportation subsidy. political parties won poweracross “The enormous fraud and
August, most expressing their “As a Party that has been part ofWestern Canada and in Ontariorigging by the Conservative

opposition to the Harper the struggle for 90 years, we sayThese governments weregovernment in past Wheat Board
government’s drive to gut the the need for labour-farmer unitysupported by Labour politiciansrelated votes should never be
CWB by 2012. has never been greater. and became genuine Farmerrepeated. This is a government

“If you are a doctor or alawyer Labour governments whichthat betrays its agenda by
or any other professional,enacted measures that still proteadropping smaller farmers fromthe
governments mainly leave it up tofarmers and Labour today. voter rolls. Itis a government that
you and your colleagues to figure “Such unity today will bring is moving to "One Corporation -
outwhat happensinyourindustry similar needed advances. This i©ne Vote’ athome and "One Tank,
Not so with farmers. That is the time toreturnto a strategy thaDne Vote’ abroad.
because an enormous amount ofiorked in the past. It is the only “We support the idea of "One
money made from agriculture endsstrategy that has ever worked! farmer - One Vote’ and votes for
up in the pockets of the big “The labour movement knowsthose who work the soil. Why
death throughout the world. corporations. what it would be like if the federal should farm corporations be on a

“Destroyingthe CWB asasingle- “Farmers are working people,government ripped up everyvoter roll? We do not allow
desk seller of wheat and barley willand informed voters in Westernmany with jobs off the farm. collective agreementin Canadaormrorporations the vote in other
be a fatal blow to thousands ofCanada, we will support effortstoSometimes these jobs arehe grounds that workers need t&lections. All who work the soil
family farms in Western Canada. ltestablish provincial marketing unionized. Since commercialmarkettheir skills to awider variety should be able to vote on marketing
willaccelerate the growth of mega-boards in provinces such adarmingstarted in Western Canadagf employers. Many labour bodiesissues.”®

ot o e COPE strengthens V ancouver
10-year housing strateg

In an Aug. 14 statement, the
Party’s Central Executive said thal
“Strong Labour-Farmer unity is
needed now to save the family
farm, to protect Canadian food
sovereignty and to help end the
domination of the global grain trade
by the handful of corporations no
responsible for mass famine ang

“Most importantly, the main  “The Communist Party
beneficiaries are the handful ofwelcomes the petition launched
corporations which now dominateby the Manitoba government
the global grain trade. Removingdefending the Canadian Wheat
the democratically-run CWB from Board. The government should
the global grain trade will be anstateitisready toreplace the CWB
added incentive for global grainat the provincial level should theBy Kimball Cariou
corporations to actas a monopolyConservatives succeed in carrying .
cartel with price-setting and throughtheirthreat. Itisnotenough Debates this summer over 3
hoarding of stocks. to pointan accurate finger of blameProposed ten-year housing an

“These corporations put profit if you have the power to make reafomelessness strategy fo
ahead of the starving andchange. Vancouver highlighted both
malnourished millions. Cerealgrain  “In this hour of need for the differences and points of
consumer prices are at a recorfamily farm and global food agreement between the city’
high this year, matching those ofsecurity, the labour movementCoalition of Progressive Electorsi g
2008/09 when the top five grainmuststep forward. Since the defea@nd the governing Vision party. j§f
corporations made acombined $266f Farmer-Labour governments inThe two groups have adopted a

electoral cooperation agreeme
NIAGARA NEWS BULLETIN

heading into the Nov. 19 civic h

election, hoping to block the right-

wing Non-Partisan Alliance from
regaining control of City Council

* Twenty injured Niagara workers a@FL President Sid Ryan | and School Board. Ifthey succeed

occupied Tory leader Tim Hudak’s office in Beamsvillen Aug. 17.|  itwould markthe firsttimein nearly

The action was part of a province-wide occupation (including Lib

MPP offices) to campaign for the quarter million Ontario inju

workers forced to live below the poverty line.

* Provincial Health Minister Deb Matthews will appoirgr@vincial

i Th ™

eraB0 years that the NPA has beefParticipantsinthe Coalition of Progressive Electors contingent at

eddefeated in consecutive electionsthe Pride Parade in Vancouver stressed the need to block a

Housing remains a critical issueToronto-style right-wing takeover of city council. (Photo: K. Cariou)
supervisor for Niagara’'s hospitals The supervisor would go arour
the LHIN (Local Health Integration Network) which has been cut
emergency rooms in favour of a P3 (public-private partnershig

d The most recent homeless counfjrst step,” said Woodsworth, “We’ve done just that today with
ingconducted in March 2011, foundadding that key initiatives to drive Council agreeing to look at

facing the Metro Vancouver region.
for-profit) hospital at the other end of the region and also mismana

, i.ehat 1872 homeless people were iaffordability were lacking. inclusionary zoning, a city run
ginige “sheltered” category across théWorking class families, seniors, housing authority, and increased

a bacteria outbreak linked to over 30 deaths. Ontario Ombud$maegion, up from 1086 on the sameand young people just can’t affordfunding for land purchases.”

Andre Marin, who has been critical of the LHINs, says the Niagarday in 2008. Another 731 wereto live in Vancouver any more.

Cadman’s amendment also

hospitals are now under his jurisdiction as well since the proincinsheltered”, down from 1532 in Where’s the discussion arounddirects staff to compile best

has directly taken them over.
* Niagara Falls residents have protested three bacteria outbrea

2008. The overall total droppedpolicies and measures to findpractices for dealing with the
slightly, reflecting efforts by local solutions for them?” preservation and creation of

including C-Difficile with several deaths where the outbreak yvagjovernmentstoincreasetemporary “If this is going to be an affordable housing from other
declared late. Health Minister Andrews denies that the cause $helter spaces, but the underlyingqggressive plan to return reajurisdictions, such as Toronto,
funding cuts, but adds that they will have to find the money to deadroblem has not been resolved. affordability to our city, we need to New York, and London.

with the outbreaks and added housekeeping staff. Meanwhile the Homelessness advocates werknow how tools like inclusionary  Woodsworth successfully
Ontario Council of Hospital Unions is campaigning to convinceltheencouraged by the recognition inzoning and a city-run housingcalled for Mayor Robertson as
province to spend more on outbreak prevention and control| The July staff report to Vancouverauthority could work here,” said newly elected chair of the Big Cities

Niagara Health System (NHS) spokesperson said it was “stapdacity council

practice” to not report outbreaks until they are over, and then
no longer employed as spokesperson while the NHS declared
a“new corporate culture”. One widow of an outbreak victim said
husband had “believed in the system, and the system let him d
* The outbreaks were the excuse used by the Niagara R
government to reject Emergency Management Ontario’s requ
giveshelter to First Nations northern Ontario residentsescaping
forestfires. The regional medical officer said the region’s limitati

are because of hospitals lacking enough beds, and not the outpreakuld be subsidized housing.

The Regional Chair later said any displaced people will be welco
* The committee to develop a processgoobing the decision to
close local emergency roomia favour of a P3 hospital over half g
hour away has started after along campaign by residents and €
officials. The committee is lopsided 2-1 in favour of the people
made the decision in the first place.
* A St. Catharines woman with a medicinal weed permitwho was
by her doctor to cultivate her own crops eaited by the cityfor
having the plants in her apartment. She and supporters cam
protest outside the courthouse saying “This is Stephen Har
law. This is his building. I'm living in his building.” On the Attorne
General’s orders the police evicted her from the courthouse §
- (PV Niagara Bureau)

that housing Cadman. “Imagine a VancouverCaucus to take aleadershiprole on
waadfordability needs to be tackledwithoutfamilies, withoutaworking a national housing campaign.
it hlkdm the supply side. The reportclass, without artists, and without  “We've been hearing for years
henotes that while about 30,000seniors. Thatis exactly where we'rehow we as a city cannot get this job
pwiniarket rate rental units were builtheaded unless we do somethingone without long-term Federal
pgiomthe 1960s, only 6160 units werebold today.” and Provincial  funding
pstiboliltin the pastdecade. Thereport Woodsworth called for commitments,” said Woodsworth.
callsforthe creation of 40,000 newVancouver to lead a charge with*This amendment is the first step
pngental units by 2021, 8900 of whichother large cities to call for a jointin seeing that happen.”
federal, provincial, municipal Both councillors said the July
med. This would help address thecampaignon housingissues. “Thi28 meeting shows the strength of
reality that Vancouver is one of theis the biggest homelessness andooperation and thoughtful
in most unaffordable housing marketsaffordability crisis seen since thediscourse that has become the
lediethe world. Housing ownership great depression. We need to tredtallmark of COPE’s approach to
vhaow takes 60-80% of an averaget with all the urgency this situation major challenges facing the city.
household’s income, far beyonddemands.” However, NPA councillor and
tolthe means of mostworking people  OnJuly 28, City Council passedmayoralty candidate Suzanne
in the city. two key amendments to the tenAnton voted no to the strategy.
ped irResponding to the staff reportyear plan, put forward by “Firstitwas no’tobikes,then no’
petGOPE City Councillors Ellen Woodsworth and Cadman. to the environment,” said
y Woodsworth and David Cadman “We needed to see a reaMWoodsworth, commenting on
tepgarned that key parts of the placommitment to investigate Anton’s voting record. “Now it's
must be strengthened. innovative policies that drive 'no’ to affordable housing. It's

“This report represents a goodaffordability,” said Cadman. shocking.”e




4 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE e SEPTEMBER 1-15, 2011

EDIT ORIALS liverightnow.ca dieprettysoon.ca

- I':Q':""F ‘IWr?}
Layton, Turmel and Québec ol \* 3

The sudden death of Opposition Leader Jack Layton has shgcked | \ / |
Canadians. While we frequently disagreed with Mr. Layton, hejwas | I,r'f-" -\ )
seen by millions of NDP supporters as a voice for working peogle in i I
a Parliament dominated since Confederation by the parties ¢f big . :"\..:‘_:f o
business. We extend our deepest condolences to his family and
colleagues at this difficult moment. d

Areview of the NDP’s record under Jack Layton may come later, ‘jﬂg
but this is a suitable time to comment on the reaction to his final B

of the NDP'’s remarkable gains in Québec, Layton’s move sh
a desire to hold these advances in the next campaign.

the NDP grapples with the “national question” - the reality
Québec constitutes a nation within the Canadian state - nafrow-
minded Anglo chauvinism has reared its ugly head. Turmellis a
“closet separatist”, howls the corporate media, pointing to|her
former memberships in the BQ and the left-wing Québec Solidaire
party. The fact that Turmel also held an NDP card for many yegrs is
ignored, as is the complex debate within the QS, which is homg to a (See page 8 for information on the deadly effect of Canadian asbestos exports)

wide range of views on solutions to the national question.
G e
1) Letters to the Editor

Such McCarthy-style attacks against those who do not shafe the
Tory/Liberal federalist view of Canada have no place in a genjiing,
with hard demands from which faith, by setting the union contract
Workers must workers must not back down. Of proposals as the contract for the next

democratic debate; in fact, those screeching the loudest are gelling
Labour Day greetings! Send a message course, Conservative/Liberal12 months.”

out Canadian sovereignty to Yankee imperialism. The people o¢f
governments will respond saying, One thing more is needed.

Québec (and the Aboriginal peoples) have the right of nationaljsel
determination - and also the democratic right to take partin Cangadian
political struggles. Period.

Many working people across North America will enjoy a wgll- The federal Tory response to‘let's work out a deal.” Business and corporations have
deserved break on Labour Day. In the unceasing struggle befweth¢ recent labour actions in Air  The answer must be, “Yes, anddepartments of government who
workers and bosses, every statutory holiday is a small butimpdrtafgnada anql Canada Post gives Imrg |sthedeal:abohsh_u_mon-bustmgepresent their |nterests,_|nclud|ng
victory against employers who seek to lengthen working houls iMery clear picture of the challengelegislation, outlaw hiring scabs Industry, Trade and Public Works.
their drive to increase exploitation and profits. facmg wquers in the struggle to(stnkebrea}kers) when.workers. are inThe Minister of Labour in any

But Labour Day also has a political side, even though its orifyin§Ustain rights. a legal strike, recognize the right togovernment must be responsible
lie in attempts to undermine celebrations of May First, the internatjonal When Air Cana;gja and other:tg:(e_g(;rsall V;Ig(querrse n rr:zg%s?:?gﬁfogrlzzfsrezi{‘gg trhneg mgerrk%srtssa?é

PR own corporations  were Services, ui iationw , uring wi
ggﬁdcgrfgevﬁfgkfvgr'ﬁ;gyeLﬁgb;’g“ngﬁ]y gtlﬁﬂg:ss 223 %?rr]ae?esstr?j; rlz%rfivatized . under the Mulroney between workers and employersmere submissive servants. It is fair
against the bosses and Chretien governments, lwepefore a service can be declaredor workers to demand the

This vear's LabOl.Jr Dav is & moment to weiah up th were told government was “getting ess_ent|_al and then ensure a fairesignation of any Labour minister

years y gh up the Serfouy v of the business of being inarbitration processes to resolvewho does not represent them - and
battles which lie ahead. The attack on the Postal Workers by St¢phiisiness » within hours of the labour disputes in these servicesthe first to go must be Lisa Raitt.
Harper’s Tory majority shows that working people face four ygarsecent strike of service workers,and penalize employers determined
of escalating corporate/government assaults on labour right§ Th&jeral Minister of Labour, Lisa by courts to be negotiating in bad Wayne Madden, Edmonton, AB
aim of the Harper Tories is to smash the ability of workers to résigtajtt, announced legislation to
'Ephe <_:or||39rate ager}d_a in tlhe Workplacg anql m_th(e: Ieglalatflve rﬁﬁ@rce workers back towork. Strange

eir ultimate goal Is to lower union density In Canada from|thenow privatized corporations need 1 1 1
current levels of around 30%, closer to the 10% in the United S te@over?]ment back ?n business” toC|ar|ty abOUt eXpIOItatlon

Our response must be to build broad unity of organized lapoustop workers asserting their rights. Clarence Torcoran’s “Who’s needing more reforms, but helps
with its allies: unorganized and unemployed workers, farmers, Canada Postworkers, in spite okxploited, and does it matter?” inus to understand where the wealth
Aboriginal peoples, the movements of students, women, immigfantbe fact that this crown corporationthe July issue’s Marxist Theory that we produce as a class comes
and seniors, anti-war and environmental groups, the Commynistgas not negotiating in good faith, section makes a good point thafrom so that we can take it back
and other progressive forces, and other sections of the ppogitsuctured the strike to minimize exploitation is about the from the capitalists. Torcoran said
fighting back against neoliberal policies. Only a fightback whichthe disruption of service to relationship to accumulatingas much in hisPeople’s Voice
draws all these forces |ntoJO|nt action can block the Harper T ie§USt0merS. Service was Comp|ete|)cap|ta| and not the phySIcal article “WageS faCIng downward

and open the door to a wider struggle for a real People’s Alternptivi!t off, not by the workers, but by working conditions or pay. But his pressure”  five years ago
to the corporate agenda. the corporation. Of course, theclaim that if some workers are(“Workers at the “point of

post office did not need to negotiateexploited and others are not therproduction’ ... have the power to
in good faith. They knew full well this would mean capitalism can bechoke off the generation of

§.mogenseén urion-art.com

i

- the Tories would order workersreformed misses a major point of profits”).
PEOPLE s VO’CE back to work under even moreMarx’s analysis. While the working P )
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. unfavourable conditions thanclass is exploited as a class, onlys, Saleh Waziruddin, Niagara Falls, ON
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 those offered by Canada Post. workers who produce surplus
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., The message the Tories arevalue (anything commodified, g == == == == == == ==
People's Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 giving to V\_/orkers is to bow down including services) are exploited in |
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net and submit to what. is offered tothe Marxist sense, and this matter ReneW I
. o you or face a punitive imposedbecause it shows us both th% |
Volunteers and contributors for this issue settlement. relationship between, for example tOday |
Asad Ali, Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Johan Boyden, Capitalists have their unionspublic sector and retail workers] |
Wally Brooker, Carlos Bracons, Miguel Figueroa,| such as the Canadian Banker'siith manufacturing and service| Check your label I
Sam Hammond, David LethbridgB, Prasant, Association, Chambers ofworkers, and also helps us realizi I
Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, ral our mailers in Commerce, Canadian Buildersthe true magnitude of the Please check the
Vancouver & Toronto. Association or the so-calledexploitation of the whole class. : address label on the :
N . . Canadian Federation of Marx observed inTheories of front page to see ifit's
EdItOI‘: Klmball CarlogBusmess.ManagerSam Hammond “Independent” Business (See FIB).Surplus Valu¢What a convenient | tir%egto renew. |
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, These unions are strong and havarrangement it is that makes 4 g pscribers who find |
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman supporters in government willing factory girl to sweat twelve hours "2011/09/01" on thei
LETTERS to jump at their every command.in a factory, so that the factoryI ontheir |
Workers need our unions toproprietor, with a part of her unpaidl Iabe_l,for example, |
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the respond to the capitalist unions. labour, can take into his persona] W|||_h61_Ve their _ |
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print Clearly, failure tomountastrongservice her sister as maid, he Subs_crlptl_or}S expire |
leiters which may be libellous or which contain personal | 'eésponse to — anti-worker brother as groom and her cousin a% with this issue, I
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" governme.nts will .only result in soldier or pohceman!” Sept. 1-15, 2011.
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or workers’ rights being rolled back The insight that some workersl |
pvoice@telus.net to what we suffered 100 and moreare exploited and their exploitation] Don’t miss a |
years ago. While acting within thepays for the non-commod|f|ed| single copy - |
People’s Yoice articles may be reprinted without law and in an orderly fas.h.ion,services of other workers ha renew todav! I
permission provided the source is credited. workers must engage in militantnothing to do with one group of y: J
struggle. This means beginningworkers being more important or v mm mm = - -— -—-—
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Britain’s riots: thuggery, looting, lawlessness... by the ruling class

and financial elite has ransackedhe streetlevel of British societyof Cameron and his gang ofmassmurderand destruction, Mr.
Global Research, August economic resources. This syst_enwhat is taking place on a muchplum_my-accente_d_ th_ugs areCameron? _
11. 2011 ’ of legalised looting has be_en goingyreater scale at the upper echelorgunnm_g for $150 billion in public . This social decay and necrotism
’ on for decades, but certainly tookof government and the economyspending cuts to pay for theis a symptom of the collapse of
After a conflagration of arson on a precipitous dynamic starting Despite the appearance ofriminalenterprise knownas Britishcapitalism, an economic system
attacks, riots and looting in severalvith Cameron’s Conservative pinstripe suits and well-groomedbanking. This is racketeering thatthat enriches an elite at the cost of
British cities, there is a sense ofpredecessor Margaret Thatcher imccents, we can, if we are honesg street gang in London’s east enthe majority. It polarises political
order having been restored from ahe early 1980s. Labour's Tony Blairsee decades of looting andcanonly marvelat...andindeed,irpower beyond democratic
massive mobilisation of police and Gordon Brown were merelythievery of economic and financiala very real way, only emulate.  accountability to the point where,
forces. purveyors of the same dynamic. resources by corporate elites Combined with thatlooting by among other deformities, wars and
There now follows the tracking  In surveying today’s Britain, aided and abetted by Labour andhe elite we see the totalplanetarylooting are beingcarried
down and prosecution ofKarl Marx’'s words are so right: Conservative governments. Thdawlessness and criminality ofout even blatantly against the
individuals involved in the may- “An accumulation of wealth at taxpayer bailout of corrupt banksBritish governments who haveconsent of the majority public.
hem. The Prime Minister is leadingone pole of society indicates aninitiated by Labour PM Gordon worked hand in glove with other So when Cameron and his
“the fight back” to punish anyone accumulation of misery andBrown and now overseen bycriminal governments to launchpolitical cronies fulminate about
who has inflicted damage andoverwork atthe other'Thatisthe Cameron, paid forinlarge partbywars of aggression (Nuremburgpockets of sickness, looting,
destruction to Britain’s society. hallmark of capitalism in today’s austerity in public spending cuts,standard war crimes) incriminality, lawlessness, and the
The events have visibly Britain, the US and Europe. is but the latest manifestation ofAfghanistan, Iraq, and now Libya,need for “consequences for
shockedthe political establishment  All other problems are largely official robbing of the majorityto resulting in the deaths of over oneactions” his words and

By Finian Cunningham,

of all parties, police chiefs and thesecondary in causation. Crimeswell the already outrageousmillion civilians. Where is
mainstream media. Butwhat shouldacist policing, disorder, the lack ofwealth of the ruling elite class. individual responsibility for that
be more shocking is the myopicpolice budgets to restore order (sQ
and incredibly banal commentaryironic), alienation and self-
that is being offered to “explain” destruction, and so many otheriII
the outburst of street disturbanceincluding the mobilisation of
and violence. resources to fund illegal wars -
As pundits sit in comfy most of our present day problems
television studios trading inaneflow from the tap root of
insights about the *“evils” of dysfunction that is the capitalist
individualimmorality, criminality, economy.
dysfunctional families, gang Speaking in the House of
culture - in the background, so toCommons, Prime Minister
speak, are the glaring signsCameron’s “explanation” for the
scrolling across the screens of theutbreak of street disturbances
cause of this societal breakdowndemonstrates a total ignorance a
And yet the preponderant signgoverty of understanding on his
escape the mental radar of punditpart of the nature of the breakdow] .
and politicians alike. in his society. He blames it on| JE. WS
The fact that the capitalist“criminality pure and simple” and ] #u. .
economic system is in worldwide “pockets of sickness” and “lack of £
meltdown is not even registered inndividual  morality and Whatrecentlytranspired inthe UK unearthed a hidden malady of
the mainstream commentary. Thigesponsibility”. racism and hypocrisy. We used to believe that the UK is an ideal
is the system that the mainstream This view is largely echoed in society that promotes and protects human rights, prosperity and
political parties have facilitated andthe British political establishment equality. We goofed... Had this happened in Africa, it would be
fawned over, whether Labour,of all parties and the media. highly touted as revolution and thirst for human rights. Riots
Conservative orLiberal,andwhich  The looting, thievery and resulting from police shooting, poverty, racism, unemployment,
has resulted in social devastatiomawlessness that Cameron s&ven corruption are mainly experienced in third world countries,
across Britain while the corporatecondemns is but the reflection atwvhich Britain is not. (From the website http://afrospear.com)
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exhortations are so richly ironic
and benighted.

For he is inadvertently
describing the very society and
world that capitalism creates in its
own image. The indoctrination of
Cameron’s mind and that of the
entire political establishment
prevents them from seeing the
inferno for the sparks. An inferno
that the government of Cameron
and his Labour predecessors, and
in other western countries, have
been dousing fuel on with their
slavish policies aiding and
abetting capitalist kleptocracy,
both at home and abroad.

The real lessons from Britain
will not dawn on, never mind be
drawn on, by mainstream
politicians or media. And the same
can be said for the US and other
western countries. To paraphrase
a slogan used by former US
President Clinton: “It's the
capitalist economy, stupid.”

Finian Cunningham is a
correspondent based in Belfast,
Ireland.
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By Sam Hammond

and alienation in capitalist society,investment in real production toalienated from the means oflaughable. Witness the selected
and alsoto have a domestic markethe trading in paper, in interest, inproduction itself, from the flunky of the ruling class, backed

In the wake of uprisings andthe exploiting class must paythe purchase and sale of debtitselfnainstream of social existencepy the medialecturing the victims
riots this year, from Cairo to wages to purchase the labouhas brought us to this stage ofven from the class that most obn their social behaviour.

London, there has been much tallpower of the working class, so itimperialism, to privation, hunger, their parents belong to. Thisis not The British capitalist class and
of alienation. can purchase its means oflisease and war. Hundreds othe alienation of parental neglecttheir bankers, like their compatriots
Most people think that subsistence back from themumillions of workers have becomebut the objective disposal by theeverywhere, have plundered the
alienation is the result of neglect.Simply stated, re-purchasing whasurplus, unwanted humanity withruling classes of surplus labourcoffers of their own state to the
That can indeed be the case, sugjou have produced and what haso hope, no future and nothe expulsion of our own childrenpoint of bankruptcy. With their
as an indifferent parent or abeen expropriated from you. purchasing power. from the economic lever, strengthimperialist partners (including
negligent friend. But social This very simple and correct When millions of workers are and nurturing that working peopleCanada), they have stolen and
alienationin its mostgeneral sensanalysis is the basis of the finitesurplus, the most experienced aremploy in their mutual struggle toprivatized the property of the
is a phenomenon with roots in thesocial  relationships  and maintained as a reserve core, ansurvive. people and killed millions all over
relations of class and strata withinrcomplexities of modernimperialism,some youth are recruited for Thisis a dangerous separationthe world, in a bloodbath of lies,
exploiting society. and the complex expressions ofMcJobs” at less than subsistencéecause classless people quickljnurder and greed. While
A stand-alone feature ofalienation between classes an@vages. Even fewer are highlylose the culture of classoverseeing this, they languish in
exploiting societies, basic stratainsociety. Itis also true thatrained and well rewarded consciousnessand the pragmatisitmeir spas, attend royal shindigs,
alienation is the separation of thethe producers can never buy backechnicians. The majority are in theof class unity and struggle. Add toindulge in orgies of drugs and
producers from the products ofallthatthey produce, soasamarketurplus pool. For older workersthis strata of classless youth therivilege. From pulpitand platform
their labour. Slave, serf or worker,they are too small to sustain theithis is where they have arrived. elements of the ruined pettythey scream and shudder in fear of
only the form changes. capitalists. Witness the historical To understand the intensity ofbourgeois, the victims of the stirrings of a generation that
If this is so, then there must beappearance of colonialism andhe alienation of youth and its “so-cannibalistic monopoly capital who might not be governable.
“alienators” and “alienated”, eachimperialismto capture cheap labouralled” anti-social behaviour, it have no cultural loyalty to the Their answer is to release the
with a class identity. Social strataand expanded markets. must be understood that millionsworkers and no tradition of paramilitary forcesthey have been
canand doformsections of classes, Because of the phenomena obf youth do not arrive at disciplined struggle. The mix canpreparing, and the army if
are classless, or can bridge classeslative “overproduction” and unemployment, privation, produce exactly what we arenecessary, to extend their rule
with feet planted on either side, in“financialization” underadvanced homelessness and sociaWitnessingin England, or the moreduring periods of social awakening.
a fluid, shifting, economically imperialism, the alienation of youth redundancy; they start there. Thalisciplined struggles of the ChileanThe symbol of their repression,
propelled movement fromis escalating at a completelyhopelessness of being born into atudents, the Greeks, therecruited from our ranks, wears
acquisition to dispossession. predictable pace. Theirreconcilablevorld that has noreal place foryouegyptians or the heroic helmet, bullet-proof vest, body
The separation of human beinggontradiction that defines does notbreed compliance, sociaPalestinians. armour, gun belt, Plexiglas shield
from what they produce requires acapitalism - the inability of the responsibility and worship forthe Italldependsontime, place andand truncheon. The symbol of
complex package of historically masses to purchase the goods theégws of the capitalist state. Youthe class forces atwork: who leadsevolt is the hoodie.
developed instruments ofproduce - has almost destroyedannot alienate, subjugateand who follows. The state will temporarily
economic coercion, fear,imposedhe “real” economy of disenfranchise, disallow and The hypocrisy of the English prevail in this one-sided contest,
ignorance, and a set of lawsmanufacturing and commodity demean people, then expect therRrime Minister, miffed about a because they are at war with a
enforced by the ruling classproduction. to behave like ladies and gentlemeshortened holiday, lecturing aboutstrata and not a class. But the
instrument, the state. Real wealth can only come fromat a bourgeois tea party. social responsibility and the
To maintain this kind of control a real economy. The transfer of Millions of youth have been preservation of property, is

see ALIENATION, p. 11
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Global financial turbulence spreading

anew phase of the global economitiouse oversight committee says, The Republicans, whosenationalincomein2010,the highest
crisis. Inasensethisis a continuatiot'Since the onset of the financialconcurrence was essential to raisever recorded. Corporate profits have
of the financial crisis that began incrisis in 2007, the federalthe ceiling, demanded their poundeen expanding for the last ten
2007 leading up to arecession. Thigovernment, through manyof flesh. While insisting that the consecutive quarters. Inthe process,
Party of India (Marxist) was only to b_e expected gi\_/er} theagencies, hasimplemented dozertax_benefits for the rich that begarall_ corporates have accumulated
Aug. 18, 2011 ' manner in which global capitalismof programmes that are broadlydurlr]g the George Bgsh era bemlnd-boggllngcashreserves.AppIe
' ' sought to overcome the crisis thatlesigned to support the economyontinued, the Republicans put alone has cashreservesof$72billion,
Theturbulence that has grippeceganin 2007. and the financial system. The totacondition for agreeing to increasemore than the GDP of half the
the world’s financial markets has By undertaking huge andpotential federal governmentthe debt ceiling only if severe cutscountries in world. Microsoft and
again sharply illustrated the factunprecedented bailout packagesfasupport could reach up to $23.74vere effected in expenditures thatGoogle together have cash reserves
that global capitalism, a systemthose very corporates who, in therillion.” Compare thiswith USA’s were essentially aimed at benefitingof more than $100 billion. Similaris
based on exploitation, can nevefirst place, caused the financialGDP whichisjustover$14trillion. the poor and the needy such athe story with other corporates. At
be crisisfree. However, irrespectivemeltdown, developed countries As of May 16 this year, the total Medicare. the other end of the spectrum, the
of the intensity of the crisis Similar is the logic of the USA has today an unemployment
capitalism never collapses on i sovereign bailout packages offeredate of close to 10%.
own. It needs to be overthrow! by the IMF and the EU in the This situation is not confined
This requires the strength of tf Eurozone. Countries like Greece hadnly to turbulence in global finance.
working class leading all exploitin _ to undertake massive “austeritylt has laid the seeds of a more
classes through the sharpening “IME measures”to cutexpenditures. Thisundamental crisis. As the burden
class struggle to lead th &Wardng has imposed an unprecedentedf sovereign debt is passed on to
revolutionary transformation t¢ 10 eleviate burden on the working people,the common people, their
overthrow capitalism. In the whose remunerations have beepurchasing power
meanwhile, capitalism emerge drastically cut. During the last twocorrespondingly  declines.
fromits self-created crisis by furthe years, Greece has seen 17 genef@bmbined with the growth of
intensifying exploitation. This i< strikes nationwide. Germany, widelyunemployment, this leads to a
precisely whatis happening toda seen as the economic powerhousgharp contraction in domestic
Following the downgrading o ofthe European Union and expectedemand. Further, this global crisis
US sovereign long term cred to pull other Eurozone countrieshas drastically reduced global
rating by Standard & Poor fron out of crisis, is itself showing signstrade. Germany, for instance, saw
AAA level, world stock exchange of an economic slowdown. Itsindexits exports fall sharply in June to a
went into a tailspin. Major bank of manufacturing activity dropped growth rate of only 3.1% compared
saw the biggest declines in the to 52 in July, the lowest level sinceto 20.1% in May.
stocks. Some stock exchange October 2009. This is the third Under such circumstances, the
including India’s sensex, hav consecutive month of decline.manner in which the USA has
since shown some improvemer Analysts have said that the mairhandled its debt ceiling issue
This, however, may only b source of worry for Germany isthatimpacts not only its domestic

From a commentary by
Sitaram Yechury, head of
the International
Department, Communist

L) i BEO 24

transitory and, in any case, su i the “sources of domestic demanatconomy but the global economy.
fluctuations are the reflection ¢ i il 4 are not manifesting itself.” With the contraction of domestic
the current turbulence. What is happening is thedemand in all the major economic

These developments havencurred huge amounts of debtsUS debtwas pegged at$14.3trillionfollowing: The capitalist State powers, save China, the contraction
generated panic with tHeondon Global capitalism sought to The USAhasananachronisticlawmobilises resources for hugeof GDP in all these countries is
Economistpredicting a double- overcome the crisis by convertingadopted in 1917, that puts a ceilingbailout packages. In the process, iinevitable. This, inturn, willlead to
dip global recession led by thecorporate insolvencies intoonthemagnitude ofdebtinabsoluteccumulates massive sovereigm further contraction in
USA. The simultaneous sovereigrsovereign insolvencies. This, interms. Thisis unlike in Europe orindebt. The burden of this debt isgovernmental revenues, imposing
credit crisis in the Eurozone hasurn, hasintensified the crisistoday)ndia where the size of the fiscaltransferred on to the shoulders ofurther debt. The servicing of this
seen the virtual insolvency of plunging the world economy into adeficit (differentfrom debt) isfixed the working people throughwould lead to imposing further
Greece, Ireland and Portugal, whastate of uncertainty. as a percentage of the GDP. Thimassive cuts in welfare and sociaburdens on the people. This vicious
had to be bailed out by huge The Special Inspector Generakeiling, however, was routinely security expenditures. This is thecycle has been set in motion,
packages. The crisis is nowforthe US government’s financialrevised upwards in US history.logic of capitalism, pure and simple:imposing unprecedented burdens
threatening Spain and Italy and iailout programmes, created toGiven the currentdebt crisis, it wasmaximize profits by intensifying and misery onthe people. Thiswould
unlikely to stop there. serve as an auditor of the federgbresumed that the tradition of thisexploitation. lead to many ugly manifestations of

However, it will be wrong to bailout, in a prepared testimonyroutine will continue. However, this  In the USA, corporate profits social tension like the spreading
characterise these developments akelivered to the US Congresswas not to be. accounted for 14% of the totalriots of lootngin the UK. @

The class nature of the debt “crisis”

ratings agencies are placingMichael Hudson, the US ofthe annualbudgetisdrained bynomeless, jobless and with no
demands on Greece, Irelandgovernment has spent US$13nilitary spending and servicingaccess to basic health care.
Portugal, Spain and Italy to maketrillion in financial bailouts since debt onit. The governments ofall Instead of increasing the
savage budget cuts to sociaLehman Brothers failed in of these countries have pursuedaxation of corporate profits and
spending. Belgium looks set to beSeptember 2008The debtceiling neo-liberal economic policies,the rich and cutting military
the next country inline forthe sameset for progressive repealing”, privatising public enterprises andexpenditure (which would make
The world’s largest financial treatment. Notall governments providing the corporate the world a safer place), cuts are
institutions are waging an all outneeded much pressure: the - sector with generousbeing imposed on ordinary
assault on what is commonlystand-overtactics provided the handouts. Privatisation hasworking people and their families.
referred to as the welfare state, oexcuse they needed to sel resulted in loss of income. The cuts are highly contractionary.
the sovereignty of governmentshighly unpopular austerity They have also set aboutThey will reduce the spending
on democratic and workers’rights.programs to  unwilling cutting the taxation of power of workers and pensioners,
The vehicle being used to slastelectorates. corporate profitsand incomesand will only drive economies
welfare payments and pensions, The battle and concessions of the rich. deeper into recession with many
cut health and other services, sacknade to gain US Congress It is no accident that the more workers losing their jobs.
public servants, reduce theirapproval to increase the limit actions being directed by the Everyone ofthese governments
wages and working conditions ison US government borrowings financial institutions and has other options to reduce their
the “debt crisis”. has strong parallels with ratings agencies, withoutdebts. Yetthey are putting up little
Governments that havedevelopmentsinthe Europear exception, fail to address theor no resistance. Consistent with
amassed large debts are now beingnion. Questions are being causes of governmenttheir adherence to neo-liberalism,
stood over by global financial raised as to how hard Obam: indebtedness and focus orthey are all too readily bowing to
monopolies (the most powerful,really fought what appears to e austerity measures. the market gods.
corrupt, speculative and parasitihave been a highly stage- =g The very agencies that The standover tactics of
form of capital) to wind them back. managed crisis. “*  caused the global financialfinancial institutions, dictating to
They are being subjected to credit There is no doubt a number crisis, thatgovernments bailedelected governments how much to
squeezes and threatened witlof these governments have:: out, are now standing overrepay and what cuts to make, is an
downgradings by private, accumulated large debts whict governments to make outright attack on the sovereignty
unaccountable rating agencies. Ilave become a drain on the pensioners, workers and theirof nation states and a further
the US, the approval of Congrespublic purse to continue families pay yetagain. Privaterestriction on their democratic
was required to extend theservicing. Inpart,the debts are du&lobal Research, 29-7-2011) debt was converted into publicprocesses.
government’'s debt limit or face to the multi-billion dollar bailouts ~ Butthe bailouts are not the onlydebt during the crisis, and nowthe The sovereignty of nation
defaulting on loans. of financial institutions and contributing factor. Military public are expected to repay it tostates has already been severely
The European Central Bank, thecorporations during the globalbudgets  have  remainedthe criminals who brought on theundermined by free trade
International Monetary Fund, financial crisis and subsequenijuarantined from serious cuts, incrisis. Pension and other cuts will
financial institutions and the economic crisis. According to particularinthe USwhere48percensee millions impoverished, see DEBT CRISIS, p. 11

By Anna Pha, from the
Guardian, weekly
newspaper of the
Communist Party of
Australia (abridged)




7 o PEOPLE’S VOICE e SEPTEMBER 1-15,2011

Tragic anniversaries: 1973 and 2001

People’s Voice commentary in Iraq,_Afghanistan, Pakistan and "I'I ’ i ¥ episode as a_justific_ation to limit

Palestine over the past decade afe .. i s u democratic rights including the

This issue of People’s Voiceignored. pepieean ¥ .= w B rights to assembly, privacy, legal
marks the anniversary oftwo highly ~ One result of the events of Sept] H“Whﬂ 1 L H [ due process or extend repression
significant events whichtook place11, 2001, was a massive flowering i q" “ against the people,” the statement
on September 11: the U.S.-backedf anti-war and anti-racism continued. “The Communist Party
fascist coup against Chile’smovements. Awide range of forces ““mm : 1 e .J- flo condemns tendencies in the
Popular Unity governmentin 1973, - trade unions, faith groups, socia " 8 mainstream press to “scapegoat’
which destroyed democracy andustice organizations, students <l Y L .l Arab Canadians in the wake of
killed thousands in that country,women, racialized communitiesand..* /| ] ';'-f-_ N =3 LIA i i these terrorist acts, and will
and the terrorist attacks within themany more - came together in the r e “ R e strenuously combat any and all
United States itselfin 2001. days and months after 9/11 to resigtas .« "Hwnh attempts to victimize or marginalize

any national, ethnic, religious or
political minority or community in
Canada. We call on all labour,
progressive and democratic forces
to defend democracy and the cause
of peace, and oppose all attacks on
these principles in the name of

LR

In each case, the progressivéhe drive towards war, racism and
and democratic movements infascism. The largest single day o
Canadaresponded immediately, tpublic actionin human history took ‘
mobilize solidarity and warn of the place on Feb. 15, 2003, as some
dangers posed by these eventsnillion people took to the streetsis ¥
Rallies and protests across Canadaround the world to condemn thg
in the fall of 1973 condemned thebuild-up for war against Iraq. :
Pinochet coup, helping to force But the post-9/11 years haveFebruary 15,2003: ascene fromthe huge anti-warrallyin Toronto,  ‘fighting terrorism’.
the Liberal federal governmenttobeen a decade of aggressivene of hundreds around the world as the U.S. geared up for its Asthe Communistswarned, less

nﬁ““ VLN

allow many exiles to escape theattacks by imperialism. Faced withillegal aggression against Irag. (PV photo: Ed Bil) than a month later, Canada joined
fascistterror which engulfed Chile.deepening economic and social o ‘the United States in launching the
Over the past 38 years, duringcrises, and by mounting popularand removal of civil liberties. spread of mass poverty, economigleadly occupation of Afghanistan,

the military dictatorship and thenopposition, the U.S. and the other Like its fraternal parties in other plunder and social disparity in theirwhich has extended to the horrific
decadesofneoliberalgovernmentsmperialist powers have countries (such as Cuba), theespective countries; andthey mustdrone war” against Pakistan.
Canadians have continued tdncreasingly resorted to war andCommunist Party of Canadado so under conditions imposed While public opinion blocked the
express solidarity with the people’srepression. condemned the Sept. 11 attacksyponthembyahandfulofdominantChretien Liberals from full
movements in Chile. We have also Unfortunately, many social expressing sorrow and grief. “Actsimperialist powers led by the Unitedparticipation in the 2003 invasion of
learned much from the courageousiemocratic  parties  and ofterrorismundermine the struggleStates, and including Canada anttag, Canada gave logistical and
struggles of the Chilean people fogovernments succumbed to thidor progressive change,” the CPGhe other leading capitalisttactical assistancetothis U.S./British
social justice and human rightsreactionary agenda. But someointed out. “They sideline andcountries. When countries andyar. Canada also gives full support
The Chilean community in Canada, peoples have refused to succumtn the brutal Israeli occupation of
today estimated at some 50,000, hag X . . " to dictates from Washington, theyPalestinian territories. In total, these
made a contribution far beyond it L1112 the official message will be that the have fallen victimto U.S.-organizedbloody military campaigns have cost
size to the movements for social{ LR (o0 /1o BT [ =011 1o ST X (=l (o) (M%7 [ i1 state terrorism, from Cubaand Chileover a million lives.

UEUDCUIRUICECCINANON) of terrorism, while the millions killed and wounded RS "?]q and YUQOS|a\ga---” . Backin Canada, the years since
September 11, we join in paying The CPC warned against the2001 have seen arelentless push to
tribute to President Allende and his by the US. ar.)d its allies in Iraq, Afghanlstap , Pakistan “grave danger that ... the U.Srestrict civil liberties and Ff)ree
comrades, whose defiance of U, UGS g UL BN e L e (LT Administration will launch so- speech, and to build up the state’s
imperialism during the Popular Unity called ‘retaliatory’ attacks againstmilitary, espionage, prison and
years of 1970-73 became a beacopolitical forces stood by their neutralize the mass movementgertain countries or movementspolicing systems.
to the peoples of the world. principles, despite intensecreate fear and disorientation inaround the world. We calluponthe  On September 11, Canadians will
The mainstream media will pressures to retreat or keep silenthe broad people’s fightback, andpeace forces across Canada anthve much to consider. This is not
instead focus on the 2001 attacks A look back at the immediate provide imperialism and reactionthroughout the world to mobilize a day to praise our “heroic troops”.
against the World Trade Centreresponse to 9/11 by the Communistvith a powerful pretexttointensify to prevent a unilateral military It is a day to demand to bring the

and the Pentagon. Once again, thearty of Canadais highly revealing repression.” _ response by the U.S., and insteattoops home, to protectand expand
official message will be that the On Sept. 12, asthe forces offascism At the same time, the CPCto demand a political solution todemocratic freedoms, and to
3000 who died in those attacksand war demanded full support forstressed the reality of “growing this festering problem...” reverse the accumulation of wealth

were heroic victims of terrorism, U.S. imperialism, the CPCissued @&nger and resentment around the “The CPC will strongly oppose and power conducted by the ruling
while the millions killed and public statement condemning theworld. Three-quarters of humanityany attempt internationally or class under the cloak of “fighting
wounded by the U.S. and its alliesdemands for “retaliatory attacks” are forced to tolerate the rampaginglomestically to use this tragicterrorism.”®

Tory drive falters as Meetthe Communist

Candidatesinthe L};’f

Ontario election begins ~ |Saddaesinte £ )

libraries, among other things.luncheswith CPC(Ontario) leade
Increased user fees and propertliz Rowley.

Tim Hudak’s drive to win a taxes are also on the table, as Ford The CPC (Ontario) called
majority in Ontario hit a snag in manipulates the city’s chronic Mammoliti's red-baiting “a witch-
August. New polls show the Toriesrevenue shortfalls to make the cashuntaimed to intimidate widespread GCDO Hall - 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto
lost some support after an antifor “smaller government”. and growing public opposition to (Chester subway)
abortion group publicized a Behind privatization is the thelevelling of public services and
petition Hudak had signedattack on unions who deliver theprograms inthe city, andto frighten . .
opposing abortion rights andservices in Toronto. Collective Councillors into silence and| Put People Before Profits! Block the Right!
demanding the de-funding ofagreementsfornearly24,000insidestampedethemintovotingfordeei

PV Ontario Bureau
Election Rally: 7 pm, Sat., September 17

insured abortion services. and outside workers expire Deccuts and privatizations against th d. Cash 2 |
While ultra-conservatives were31, and the Ford administrationdemonstrated wishes of thd  Food, Cash Bar, Music.... Everyone Welcome

crowing, the public was not has announced massive layoffs ipublic.” .

amused. For the first time thecity workers don’t take the exit The answer to Mammoliti and 416-469-2446 for info

juggernaut seems to be stalled. packages offered. the Ford administration is to

As well, the shenanigans at Margaret Atwood jumped into galvanize public opposition, reject

Toronto City Hall by Mayor Rob the fray to defend libraries andred-baiting, and defeat the cuts. right-wing populist Mayor and his jobs of public sector workers, a
Ford and his right-wing majority public services, mobilizing her A massive demonstration will cronies is over, as the real agendiéfetime ban on welfare recipients
have started a big movement t®50,000 Twitter followers to do the take place at City Hall on the eve ofemerges in startling Tory blueconvicted of fraud, new police
stop the cuts proposed by KPMGsame. The July deputationsto Citthe September budget voteclarity. powers to remove Aboriginal
brought in to audit the books andCouncil numbered about 300,Meantime, mass lobbying to pry AtFord’s annual August BBQ, people by force from land
“find the gravy”. Not surprisingly, though only 166 were actually Councillors away from Ford’s special guest Stephen Harper saiceclamation sites, social program
there is no gravy. KPMG’s heard in a marathon meeting thabudget cuts is underway. Thehe hoped to “complete the hatand public service cuts, and a new
proposed cuts include completdinally adjourned at 7 am the nextLabour Council, OFL, CUPE, One trick” and turn Ontario Tory bluein law to prohibit unions from
privatization of garbage and othermorning. Toronto, and a bevy of communitythe Oct. 6 election. It's starting toengaging in political and social
municipal services, sell-offofcity ~ Georgio Mammoliti-a member and democratic organizations ar@lawn on electors across theaction.

owned housing and old-age homesf Ford's Executive Committee andinvolved in the budget fight, asprovince thatvoting Torymaynot The Communist Party has
elimination of 2,000 subsidizedits attack dog - accused deputantaell as in the bigger battle: will be such a good idea. identified the Tories as the main
child care spaces, an end to suppodf all being communists. Then heToronto be a city with or without A wise conclusion. Among danger to working people in this
for the city’s vibrant arts and upped the ante, accusing “6 or 7’services, social housing, child carepther things, the Tories promise tacampaign. Although the public is
culture scene including CaribanaCity Councillors of being old age homes, public transit, andring “law and order” to Ontario justly angry at the Liberals who
and Pride events, and the closin€Communist Party members whounionized municipalworkers?  with new super-jails, a two-strike
and/or privatization of some publictake their direction from regular Last fall’s love affair with the law, prisoner chain gangsto dothe see ONTARIO, page 11
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Income gap Wider more time is needed. Due tofired thousands of teachers forindependent, democratic, worker{$300) a month. They have to
parliamentary elections, the poll,their refusal to support the regimecontrolled organisations areregister with the social security

in New Zealand astheywere forlocal councils, will in their classrooms. providing services to the public services to ensure entitlement to
most likely be postponed until Thesecondhunger-strikeris Rulaand private sectors. health care and, eventually, a
Top chief executives in New afterwards. Al-Saffar, President of Bahrain “Business enterprises are onlypension. The National Confed-

Zealand are paid up to 50 times as Inthe fight for union freedoms, Nursing Society. Doctors andinterested in profits,” Cristian eration of Worker Cooperatives
much as their average employeesmany workers and union leadersiwurses were another specific targe¥lino, a cooperative movementnow has some 3000 member groups.
and the gulf is widening. Thebegan forming their own of the clampdown, for providing activist, told InterPress Service.
survey byBusinessDagompared independent unions. The EITUFmedical care to Bahrainis injured in“In contrast, in acooperativethereMinerS’ strike
pay rates at 34 companies on thbrought together the first theanti-Hamaddemonstrations. Thés comradeship: we are all owners . .
NZ stock exchange. independent unions during the 18 governmentraided the main hospitaltogether, and if one of us gets intcgpreads in Albania

The survey estimates that, orday uprising, announcing itskidnapped the injured, arrestedlifficulties,the cooperativeisthere
average, a chief executive’s pay irformation on March 2. doctors and nurses, and preventeith help out.” A work stoppage which began
2010wasjustover 18timesthatof The steering committee has ahem from treating the sick. At the peak of the crisis, theinlate July atthe Bulgizachromium
an average worker at the sameedley of members from across The Guardianreports that unemploymentrate was over 24%mine in Albania continued through
company. Nine years ago a similathe political spectrum, including: British PM David Cameron hasand more than 54% of theAugust, with some miners
measure was tracked by Otago greeted the crown prince of Bahrainpopulation was living in poverty. launching hunger strikes. On
University researcher Helen who also conferred with US StateThe centre-left government of theAugust 16, the strike spread to two
Roberts, who found chief executivi and Defense Department officialsJate President Nestor Kirchnerother mines, at Puka and Brezhen.
pay was 15.2 times the nation and all the way up to President(2003-2007) created cooperativeg\lbanian Chrome (ACR) accuses
average workerincome. Teleco Obama. Two senior US military to build housing in Florencio the miners of reneging on an earlier
boss Paul Reynolds was th officials recently visited Bahrain, Varela neighbourhood of Buenoscontract, and refuses to bargain
highest earner with an annua which is home to the US Fifth Fleet.Aires as one of several experimentsvith their union leaders.
salary of $4.74m. to combat joblessness. Today, the Kol Nikollaj, who heads the

Council of Trade Unions Asbestos still Florencio Varela Federation ofminers’ union, says the strikers
president Helen Kelly called on ) e Worker Cooperatives has 600wanta20% increase in salaries and
well-paid bosses whose workers kills millions members. Most work in theimproved conditions, such as

earned low wages to “reconside
their values”. Employees need
access to better collective

construction industry, althoughplaces to eat and shower.
The use of asbestos buildingsome grow plants in nurseries, “Our demands have been
materials in developing countriescarry out forestation projects, oracceptedin principle, butthey were

bargaining to improved employ-\_ /) resultsinmillions of cancer casesproduce pre-moulded fencespotsigned by ACR,” Nikollaj told
ment conditions, she said, and a aU.S. doctor reportsintianals  furniture, ironwork, windows and the media. He says the miners’
law should be introduced to allow of Epidemiology.Dr. Marty doors. representatives metwith ACR three

collective contracts to be adoptedormer ETUF board members,Kanarek, a faculty member in the In 2009, the ministry of social times in January, with the Labour

across an industry as the standar@&ITUF unionists, leftist activists Nelson Institute for Environmental development launched theMinistry acting as mediator, but
“We justsawtherich-listpeople and lawyers, members of theStudies, is an expert on“Argentina Works” programme the talks bore no fruit.

grow their wealth by 20 per centMuslim Brotherhood and mesothelioma, acancerofthe liningvith the goal of creating 100,000 “When negotiations fail, strikes

and wages are moving less than 2ounsellors from the manpowerof the lungs and abdominal cavityjobs for unemployed people whofollow. Since the strike started, there

per cent. Now the top 1 per cent oministry. that can occur more than 50 yearkck training and have no otherhnas been no institutional
New Zealanders hold more wealth after exposure. Most victimsincome. The ministry signedcommunication with ACR.
than the bottom 60 per cent. Thﬁahraini unionists worked around asbestos, a fireagreementswith localgovernmentsowever, we have 90 people who
pay gap is the moral question o . retarding mineral that was used ifo provide training and carry outwork in shifts to keep the mine in
our time. Not just the gap but theQN hunger strike brake linings, insulation andinfrastructure works. The order,”Nikollajsaid.

level of pay means many, many building materials. Exposure alsocooperatives build drains and Albania’s Ministry of Energy
workers ... are living in poverty.”  Jaleela Al-Salman, Vice causes other cancers of the lungyater mains, community centresconcurs withthe miners’demands,

President of the Bahrain Societylarynx, and gastrointestinal tractand soup kitchens, refurbishand has called for “constructive
New union laws for teachers, and Rula Al-Safar,and a chronic lung inflammationschools and health centres, mendialogue” and strict imple-
] ) President of the Bahrain Nursingknown as asbestosis. Worldwideroads, and provide access facilitiesnentation of the laws. The ministry
coming In Egypt Society, have begun ahunger striké is the cause of about 10 millionfor the disabled. _ warns that unless conditions are
dto protest their “illegitimate deaths; in the United States, it is The new recruits receive workimproved, the mines could be
detention” in prison along with blamed for 131,200 cancer deathslothes, and are paid 1,200 pesoslosed.
rhundreds ofteachers, doctors, andetween 1985 and 2009.
nurses. The link between asbestos ang

Many activists, professionalshealth problems has been know Many items in our "Global Class

Egypt’'s Cabinet has approve
legislation to eliminate constraints
imposed on trade unions unde
Law No. 35 (1976), which govern
the Egyptian Trade Union

: and unionists in Bahrain have beeifior a century. But Kanarek says th "
Fes\?(;ﬁzgg(ﬁgvue':géen hesitant tosubjecttoarbitraryarrest, physicaindustry obscured the issue b Struggle Column are from the
believe the neWCabinet’ssincerityand psychological abuse, tortureclaiming that the illnesses were Labour S tart Websn:e,

dismissal from their jobs, andonly caused by a rarely used type
prosecuted at military and later abf asbestos, and not by chrysotilg
Sharaf's government enacted it SHte B O i accounts for about 9596 of word
legislation criminalising strikes and P y

protestsinMarch.“Wearewaitingtreated in detention and areproduction and use. Countrie Send me information on the i‘ﬁ)\

for the new law to be promulgatedeXpeCted to be sentenced with falssuch as Canada continue to min

or else the next trade unionaccusat|ons. They were arrestedsbestos, but ship it oversea Commumst Party Of Canada%

elections worbe serous an g1 eCh 20 e ungersirkesegsusefsvuse s banred ot Hor
steps undertaken againstthe stat" 9 :

: Ms. Al-Salman, the Vice studies of mesothelioma, rangind The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
controlled ETUF won't be very President of the Bahrain Societyfrom those among minersg inl fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialjsm.

significant,” says Ali Fatouh, ; ; : The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
president of the Independentfc;rt:]—eaChSer:S’ Isa463{/eart0|d mothgfﬂlmtbzbsvget, brake Wotrkgrs fm ihe against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membef{s are
Union for Public Transportation ofthree. shewas a deputy manageynited states, cementpipefactory e across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
Workers. in Saba Secondary SChOQI' Shevorkers in Egypt, and many others movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
Egyptian Iabourwascrucialintheha.s faced pressure to resign hedde concludes that chrysotile democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
lead up to the Ja@5 uprising, via union position, but continued toasbestos is associated witl] socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

. S advocate for the rights of hermesothelioma cases around th .
waves of strikes beginningin 2006'colleagues and students. world. Central Committee CPC

IIZE ffg;%eogt?rg'chg#?;rgz gtrr]ik Leaders of the teachers were Kanarek concludes, “Today 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, MAK IN6
Sargeted for their calls to strike,there are many safer, cheapey 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pec.ca>  www.communist-party.c

effortin the final days of his rule. At %irsmn Feb. 20 as a protest againstubstitute materials available, sq b, communiste du Quebedsection du  Ottawa CPC

the core of workers' demands ha he brutal crackdown on pro-thetimeislong pastforaworldwide] parti iste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
H . - artt communiste du Canada, . - -
been dissolution of the government- 5350 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Maniioba Commitios CPC

controlled ETUF, formed in 1957 democracy protesters in the Peadsbestos ban. Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9

in advocating union freedoms,
particularly after Prime Minister

www .labourst art.org

D

- .. 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
under Gamal Abdel Nasser. ?E%?'?e ?t:gg:d;?ti Ii%tircf?go'}/lsa;;%rt]vv K Email: pcq@cpc-pec.calél: 438-338-8890 1o ray: 204-586.7824
i - B.C. Committee CPC
An important step came on Orker co OpS 706 C|§rr|T<"BIri\?ee, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1  Ontario Ctee. CPC

August 4 when the administrationswdents and teachers at great risk.

. - . . 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
. Followina the March 16 attack A Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net ; ' '
Of the ETUF was dlssolved A 25_0n the pga” Roundabout reduce rgentlne Edmonton CPC Tel: 416-469-2446
member steering committee, g . _ i Hamilton Ctee. CPC
g Bahrain’s Tahrir Square - family Unemployment i 265 Melvin Ave.. Apt. 815

appointed by the manpower . .
bp Y P members and fellow detainees say Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3

minister, will run the federation . ; i Tel: 905-548-9586
il elocti take bl Al-Salmanwas beaten and kicked, During the economic collapse] ..., crc el TUoeat
untit- elections take place, as i f2002-2003, the Argentine statg] unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC
tioulated by Eqvpt | verbally abused and insulted, mad _ Box 70 Grand Pré. NS. BOP 1MO
stiputated by =gypuan 1aw. ;. 04 facing the wall for nights€ncouraged the formation of| Caloary, AB, T2A 682 Tel: 403-243-6489. (20 ' (OT0 T o™

60 days following the federation’s
dissolution, but can be delayed i

The government controlled byhelped mitigate the worst effectd Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca> j

fKingHamadbinIsaAIKhaIifahasOf the crisis. Now, these




9 e PEOPLE’'S VOICE e SEPTEMBER 1-15, 2011

WFDY meeting hit s back at capit alist crisis

Special to PV by the youth organizations did notgroup and COMAC, the youth of fascism in Berlin. “Many of the and spray-painted with fascist
aimto reduce the public deficit butthe Workers Party of Belgium.  delegates were astonished to leargraffiti,” Bracons said.

This summer, youth organ-“to please big capitalandthe forces The meeting was hosted by theabout the attacks today by anti- An Asian Pacific regional
izations from across the Europearbehind the speculative attacks of8DAJ (Socialist German Worker'scommunist groups against left-meeting of WFDY was held in
and North American region of thedebt titles,” Bracons said, addingYouth) of Germany, who toured wing organizations in Berlin. The Vietnam in June, focusing on the
World Federation of Democratic that “the governments sided withthe delegates around importantvindows of many groups’ problem of the environment and

Youth (WFDY) gatheredinBerlin big capital,
to assess the struggles of the youtthemselves for years by recklessly.
and prepare for the next WFDYwasting money on weaponry, th
general assembly in Portugal.  Olympic Games, and various othef~—
Sixteen youth organizations,non-profitable infrastructures.
including the YCL-LJC Canada, This is now giving grounds to the '}
discussed current events andurrent attack on democracy an ;
struggles in their respectivethe welfare state.” / ;
countries and how they see the A WFDY statement following by
\
t’i

international situation developing.the meeting said “In the context of ﬁ"

The meeting condemned thethe crisis of the capitalist system, i
NATO attacks on Libya, as well aspractically all countries the situation
the imperialist manoeuvres againsis similar: under the excuse of the
the government of Syria. It also’lack of money’ or deficitreduction’,
paid close attention to the massvorkers and young people arg
resistance of the progressive forceaving their rights destroyed, facingfia s
against the economic crisis.  the privatization of education, theSse===s

“The current aggression forcedincrease of unemployment and thé
upon the working class bygeneralization of precarious,SDAJ banner at rally honouring German Communist pioneers
transnational capitalism, under theemporary and flexible forms of RosaLuxemburg and Karl Liebknecht. (Photo by Thomas Rasloff)

B I+ET=F} ”I-'.

over-indebting places of resistance againsbuildings are repeatedly smashedustainable development. A

regional meeting of North Africa
and Middle East affiliates took
place in Aprilin Egypt, and focused
onthe developmentsinthatregion.
The 18th General Assembly of
the World Federation of
Democratic Youth will take place
this November. Hosted by the
Portuguese Communist Youth
under the slogan “Fortify WFDY,
strengthen the anti-imperialist
struggle, for a world of peace
solidarity and revolutionary social
transformation!”, the meeting will
review the past four years’ work
and elect a new leadership. The
YCL-LJC encourages all Canadian
youth to bring proposals to take
with usto the General Assembsy.

pretext of liquidity attacks on the work.”

European public sector, was one The YCL-LJC described the . . . .

of the main matters of discussion,"dangerous outcome of the last Venezuela {o natIOna“ZG gOId m|n|ng

Carlos Bracons toldPeople’s Canadian federal election and the

Voice. Bracons attended thestruggles of the YCL in response. President Hugo Chavez hasroadcast live on state televisionwildcat miners fromillegal mines.

meeting as a representative fronDelegateswere interestedinlearningnnounced that Venezuela’'s gold Central Bank president NelsonThe president said the government

the YCL-LJC Canada. about the fight-back in Canadamining industry will be Merentes said on television, “Ataims to fight “mafias” that have
“The delegates from Greece especially NAFTA, the privatization nationalized, and that $11 billioninthe time of these disturbances, it'een taking some of the country’s

Portugal and Spain enumerated iof education and the recent lockougjold reserves currently held in U.S preferable to recover our assets, igold.

detail the widespread theft of publicof Canada Post workers. and European banks will bethis case the gold, and have ithere Venezuela has been relatively

assets by capitalismandimperialism, The group decided to supportreturned home. Chavez said thén the vaults,” Merentes said.  smallinthe gold world, with formal

and the associated social spendingeveral days of action in favour ofrecall of the gold reserveswillhelp  The Russian company Rusoramining producing about 6 tonnes

cuts aimed to push workers out ofree Public Education, againsttherotect the country from the MiningLtd., owned by the Agapov a year. But it boasts some of Latin

the public health and educationmperialistwarin Libya, and againsteconomic woes of the Unitedfamily, controls one of Venezuela’sAmerica’s biggest gold deposits,

system in order to privatize healththe liquidity blackmail that big States and Europe. most important gold mines in theburied below the jungles south of

care, pensions, and post-secondatyusiness is carrying out in Europe “We’re going to start to bring country’s southeast. The largesthe Orinoco river.

education,” he said. and, inadifferentfashion, the USA.back our gold to the Central Bank,"gold mining company operatingin  Last year, gold miners were
Most of the measures describedt also admitted a Russian leftyouthChavez said in a telephone calthe country, Rusoro producedallowed to export up to 50 percent

about 100,000 ounces of gold inof production, up from 30 percent

Venezuelain 2010. previously. The other 50 percent
Chavez said the decree willallowmust be sold to the central bank.

Indlan CommunISt S debate T amll Issue the government to “begin to takeBut that did not satisfy foreign

An urgent political solution is <, SRILANKA The leader of the Tamil National®Ver the gold zone,” where companieslike Rusoro, which said
still needed to protect the right of = "%:%,  showing areas Alliance (whichrecentlywonlocal @uthorities have periodically the limits made it harder to get
9

L

Sri Lankan Tamils to live with of ethnic  elections in Northern and Easterrfaried out operations to evictfinancing and develop projects.

dignity and equality; this was the B », Populations  regions of SriLanka), andamember

conclusion of a special convention ! ofthe SriLankan parliament, Sures S f h ) d d

held by the Tamil Nadu state 1 f £ Premachandran, also addressqd U | ter etS rounde

committee of the Communist Party é | I the CPI(M) delegates. 2. 19 J 9

of India (Marxist) in late July. [~ 5 Premachandran gave achilling  The wired.com website reported on August 11 on problems the
The CPI(M) and the Communist | N accountof atrocities committed byl U.S. military faces with its latest fighter jets. Considering that|the

Party of Indiareceived 1.6 million | 1 the Lankan armed forcesinthe last Harper Tory government wants to spend up to $30 billiog to

votes in last May’s elections in £ | phase ofthe armed conflictagainst purchase, equip and maintain a fleet of JSF F-35 fighter-bombers,

Tamil Nadu, about 4.4% of the i .-: the LTTE when the mediawas nol Canadians need to know this information:

total. The two parties are part of the § permitted in the war zone. Sinc In past few decades, the U.S. Air Force has spent untold billions

AIADMK coalition which swept 1‘& / then, the armed forces have startgdresearching and developing a family of stealth fighter jets thdt are

that election. Sri Lanka’s Tamils, SEEEEL = encroaching the land, leaving supposed to be generations ahead of any dogfighters in the sy. But

largely brought from Tamil Nadu = many families with no livelihood. | after building more than 170 F-22 Raptors and a handful of F-35|Joint

by the British as labourers, have . More than 100,000 families are tq Strike Fighters, nota single one is available for service. The Air Horce

endured historic discrimination asare still held by the army, and oveibe resettled, and there is nq currently has zero flyable stealth fighters. None.

a minority on the island. 60,000 persons are inrelief campsnformation about many Tamils
At the CPI(M) convention, The UN report has also notedabducted during the armed conflict
Prakash Karat, the party’s generahumanrightviolations by the Tamil ~ Prakash Karat announced th
secretary, noted that the armedigers (LTTE), such as the use obn August 9, mass rallies in Tamil
conflict ended two years ago, buiinnocent people as human shielddNadu will call for a democratic | pecause of a valve problem in the plane’s integrated power pagkage.
the Sri Lankan government has Atthis juncture, Prakash Karatpolitical solution. There will also | |t's the third time this year that JSFs have been forbidden tg fly.
failed to tackle the problems of thepointed out, a key questionbe demonstrations outside the Ground tests have resumed, and flight tests may resume as
defeated Tamils. Instead, Presidentoncerns the rehabilitation andparliament in New Delhi, and the| next week. Then again, they may not.
Rajapakse has used delayingesettlement of Sri Lankan TamilCPI(M) will discuss thisissue atits
tactics while strengthening therefugees who are unable to returmext Central Committee meeting.
process of militarisation. totheirhomes. The majorbarrierto A special resolution adopted
Referring to the atrocities settlementisthe failure to dismantleoy the CPI(M) convention stresses

The vaunted F-22 has been grounded with a possible faulty
oxygen system since May. Production of the last few Raptors isleven
on hold, because the jets can't fly from the factory.

Last week, test flights for the newer F-35 were suspended| too,

¢ : I . [ tomorrow’s fleet. Ninety percent of America’s combat aviation pojwer
committed on innocent peopleemergency rule in the affectedthat “right from 1948, Sri Lankan | js eventually supposed to come from the jets’ three variants.
during the last phase of the armedreas, where the army plays agovernments have practised @ But the jets have been anything but cheap. The current cost for

conflict, Karat demanded a highimportantrole inthe administration.discriminatory approach against
level enquiry with authoritytohold ~ Thisissue has become aconcerthe Tamils.” The resolution calls
accountable the responsibldor all democratic forces in India for “an independent and hones
authorities. However, the Sriand SriLanka, said Prakash Karatinquiry of international standard”
Lankan governmentisina“denialstressing the need for a freshnto the human rights violations

mode”, even though a UN panelapproach based on genuinand war crimes; the release of all next year. As things currently stand, the Air Force and Navy njight
report has reported on atrocitiesautonomy. He called on India toTamil youth being illegally held; | not get their variants until 2016. The Marines - who knows?
committed by both sides. press the Sri Lankan governmenthe merger of the Northern and For now, every available penny in the JSF program is tied Uip in

During the last phase of thetofulfilitscommitmentforapolitical Eastern provinces with greate
armed conflict, more than 40,000solution, and urged the SriLankarautonomy; equal treatment
innocent Tamils were killed by the government to immediately takeregarding language and religion
Lankan army, which bombedup measuresforrehabilitationancand a federal system of
hospitals and even Red Crossesettlement, demilitarisation, andgovernment to replace the
vehicles. More than 5000 youthending emergency rule. presidential systene.

getting the jets back into the air and their programs on track.
“The so-called “5th-generation’ fighters have certaiply
revolutionized U.S. air power,” notes Bill Sweetman [a prominent J.S.
writer on aviation technology], “if not quite in the way anyone had
in mind.” e
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Champagne and Meatballs:
Adventures of a Canadian
Communist,by Bert Whyte,
edited and with introduction

by Larry Hannant, Athabasca

University Press, 2011 a story!

Reviewed by David
Lethbridge

History through the
lens of a unique writer

This is not an autobiography in
the usual sense. What's more, it idrilliantgem of scholarship initself
perhaps less political than someand could almost be read as
readers might want or anticipate separate essay, were it not for th
But Whyte really knows howtotell obviously
Champagne and important references to Whyte's
Meatballs consists mostly of a life and political career. From
series of alternatively humorousHannant - who examined the still
or deeply sad or revelatoryheavily redacted 3400 page file thg atthe University of Ottawa’s Alumni Auditorium Oct. 2 to raise fupds
anecdotes recounted with phraseRCMP accumulated on theirtarge

Hannant’s “Introduction” is a

necessary and

Bert Whyte was born into a oftenworthy of atop-rate novelist.- we learn a good deal more aboy

mining family inthe town of Cobalt, Fromthe very firstpagesthereadeBert Whyte’s politics,

his

Ontario, in 1909. During the is drawn into Bert Whyte's controversies with the CPC

Depression he travelled across the

country and was incarcerated ir_ =
one of “Bennett’s 20-cent-a-day
slave camps.” He met any numbef
of militants, Wobblies, and
revolutionaries.

And then, in 1936, as Whyte
tellsit, he was working ata smelte
in Noranda when a co-worker told
him thata man from Toronto wanteg
to meet him at the all-night cafe a
midnight. The man arrived, sidled
down beside him and whispereg
quietly: “You wanna join Party?”

leadership, his disapproval of the

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

v

12

D

Rovics to play Ottawa T ahrir Benefit

Revolutionary singer-songwriter David Rovics, one of
outstanding troubadours in the USA these days, will give a co

the
hcert

who
pubs,
c has
P00+
com)

for the Canadian Boat to Gaza. Rovics is an activist musician
t tours constantly, playing for audiences large and small at cafes,
universities, churches, union halls and protest rallies. His mus
been featured on Democracy Now!, BBC and Al-Jazeera. The
songs he makes freely available on the web (http://davidrovics.

Soviet response to the “Pragug have beendownloaded more thanamilliontimes. Amongthe congert’s

Spring”in Czechoslovakia, and his
last years in the Soviet Union.
The final chapter is not from
Bert'smemoir; itis a selection from
over two hundred letters that he
wrote to his new wife Monica and
their young son Eric in the months
before they joined him in China.
The letters add to the memoir by
revealing Bert's enthusiastic
encounter with a revolutionary
country newly building the basis

“Which party?” Bert asked.
“Communist Party!” “Sure,” Bert
said, and he made the Party hislife.

for socialism, and his meetings with
such people as Anna Louise Stron
and with Sydney Gordon, the co-

For many years, Whyte wrote author of the Bethune biography
for the Party press, wentastonishingly rich life, treated to The Scalpel, the Sword.
underground as an organizetale aftertale, and leftwantingmore. Champagne and Meatballsl!
during the Party’s illegal period, Bert's memoir was edited andinterest notonly the general reade
and enlisted in the army to fightintroduced by Larry Hannant, whobut every Party member. There ar
fascisminthe Second World War.is in every way an exemplaryfar too few published biographies
The Canadian Tribunesent him historian of Left politics and labour by Canadian Communists, ang
as their correspondent to Chinéhistory. Among his previous works Whyte’s memoir provides an
from 1959 to 1963, and then tois The Politics of Passigra fine opportunity to revisit history
Moscow in 1966 where he remainedook on Norman Bethune focusingthrough the lens of a unique
until his death in 1984. The memoiron his art and letters. individual and brilliant writere
Whyte wrote, Champagne and
Meatballscovers the period from
his earliest years until he was sent
to Beijing. He had intended to write
a second volume recounting his
time in China and Moscow, but
illness took him before he could
begin the sequel.

Rebel Youth #12 hot off the press

We are happy to announce thatinion labour, this edition hasand student movement. On the
the latesRebel Youthmagazine, articlescoveringavariety oftopics.one hand, there are massiv
issue 12, is hot of the press. As the editorial says, “This is uprisings and protests around th
Published by the Youngshaping up to be a summer ofvorld especially Europe, North

Bert Whyte

"Champagne and Meatballs" and a wide range of
books on Canadian history and other topics are
available from People's Co-op Books, 1391
Commercial Dr., Vancouver,BC, V5L 3X5,
tel. 604-253-64420rder on line from
www.peoplescoopbooksta.com

Communist League and printed byimportant struggles for the youthAfrica and the Middle East, to sayj

veloel

nothing of the anti-imperialist
direction of Latin America. Onthe
other hand, elections in our
country have returned the mos
right-wing government in
Canadian history.

“These are the subjects of twg
feature articles we presentin Rebe

HNow is the time to organize!

iIlEidE' Youth issue 12, together with an
overview of important political

%ﬂgﬁﬁ- issues discussed at the 17th Worl

50,000+ BOMES Festival of Youth and Students in

OF DEATH South Africa, this past December.’

Also in this issue are articles
on Ronniethe Bren Gun Girl, movie
and CD reviews, the new BC

Ferts Alaca ani the Maddis

Ensi visn mp. Tanisia, Egpp

Inagrine fhe wortsl. Rul wiy s
Cmnsdls nerw hearhing Tdtrya?

WHAT TO DO political situation, the
ABCUT THIS environment, the upcoming cross
GOVERNMENT Canada day of student action, th
WE DIDN"T (hIJSTLY) quotes of “class enemy of the
VOTE FOR?

month” Stephen Harper, the
i dopirirvsrig il struggle of the Posties, Slutwalk
=& perint clagsls

philssophy amd work

and old workers together rejecting

two-tier contracts, as well as 3
STUDENTS CALL new section on theory and
CROSS-CANADA ideology.
DAY GRBCTION Rebel Youths available from
' i ' 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, ON,
M4K 1N6. Single issues are $3.5(
PLUS: Bren Gun Gir]l Ronnde; Class enemy of the month; p|US postage. A one year

Letter to the posties -- we are with youl /7 Issue #12 | $3.50 subscription (3 issues) costs $1

sponsors are the Communist Party of Canada (Rosa Luxempourg
Club), Carleton University CPC, the YCL, Students for Palestipian
Human Rights (University of Ottawa), Students Against Israeli
Apartheid (Carleton University), Independent Jewish Voices,|and
the Ottawa anarchist group Exile. Tickets are $10-$20 (sliding s¢ale).
The show starts at 7 pm. For more info e-mail Larry Wasslgn at
cpccarleton@yahoo.ca.

Gary Cristall's folk music history

The history of folk music in this land is closely connected to|the
struggles for labour rights, social justice, and peace. Vancouvefr folk
music historian and long-time impresario Gary Cristall has een
) tracing these connections through such projects as his 2008 five-part
CBC radio series “The People’s Music” and his ongoing projeft to
write the definitive history of folk music in English Canada. Last April
“Music Notes” carried a story about one of the fruits of Crist
research: his discovery and release of historic recordings
,outstanding '60s Ukrainian-Canadian folk group The Milestoneg. An
b outline and preliminary draft of some chapters of “A History of Holk
Music in Canada” is online. Cristall invites people with stories
memorabilia to contact him and help tell the story of the people’s
music. Visit http://folkmusichistory.com/.

Media watchdog rules Israel “apartheid”

A ruling by South Africa’s Advertising Standards Authority (AS]A)
has dismissed complaints against a radio ad which called for a bpycott

Apartheid. The ASA rejected the complaint registered by the
African Jewish Board of Deputies that Randall's message is

| whenever criticism of Israel is voiced.”
[ www.southafricanartistsagainstapartheid.com/.

"Harlem in V ogue: Langston Hughes

Before there was Gil Scott-Heron, rap and hip-hop, there wag jazz
poetry. This hybrid art genre was popularized in the 1950’s by “Beat”
poets like Jack Kerouac and Kenneth Rexroth, but those artistg were
working in afield first explored by the great African-American ppet
Langston Hughes (1902-1967). A generation earlier Hughes hadl been
one of the central figures of the “Harlem Renaissance”. He wept on
to become one of the leading artist-intellectuals of the Americap left
during the New Deal era and beyohiérlem in Vogue: The Poetr),
& Jazz of Langston HughdgBingertips, 2011) is a double CD

“

d
W/
fingertipsrecords.com/.

Jazz great Ahmad Jamal a terrorist?

afifty-year old Yemeniwanted by the FBI for helping to planiB&
Colebombing, which killed 17 American sailors back in 2000.|US
authorities froze the $10,000 that the Festival da Jazz in St. Mpritz,

Hockey Fans For Peace, young syitzerland, was to pay the pianistin advance of his July 16 concert.

Ahmad Jamal changed his name from Frederick Russell Joneqwhen
he converted to Islam in 1952. He is a recipient of the Natipnal
Endowment for the Arts Jazz Masters Award and is Duke Ellington
Fellow at Yale University. More than a matter of mistaken identity} it's
a case of racial and religious stereotyping, not to mention ignofance
of one of America’s defining art forms. Organizers of the Festival da
Jazz responded by inviting US federal agents to attend their copcerts
| as guests of honour, but apparently the Justice Departmemt has
- declined the offer®

for domestic mailing in Canade.
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Debt crisis a class issue...

continued from page 6 to contain resistance by the laboureflected the strength of left forces
movement. If the Republicans inin the labour movement, in
agreements, privatisation of keythe US or conservative parties hagharticular the strength of =/ _
public assets and financialattempted to bring inthe same neocommunist parties. An evening ofyour_fa_lvounte
deregulation. Capital is becomingliberal, attacks on people’s past Under the leadership of theSONngs, W'_th musicians Tom
bolder and more directinits globalgains, there would have been facommunist-led All Workers Hawken, Linda Chobotuckand
domination and dictatorship. Forstronger opposition. Militant Front (PAME) and the Joyce Holmes, plus full turkey

decades the International In Australia, the major Communist Party, millions of dinneranddessert, Sat., Sept.
Monetary Fund and World Bank deregulatory and privatisationpeople have been brought out ontg4. Doors 6:30 pm, Program 8

Radical BookFair &DIY Fest,

Friday Sept. 23, 7 pm, panel
discussionin Mondragon, and
music show. Sat., Sept. 24,11
am-5pm, book tables on Albert
St with workshops in nearby
spaces. Sun., Sept. 25
fundraising brunch in
Mondragon plus book tables
onthestreetnoonto4 pm, DIY
workshops in nearby spaces.

Toronto, ON

STOP FORD'S CUTS, Sat.,
Sept. 10, 1 pm, Dufferin Grove
Park, 875 Dufferin (north of
College). Mass meeting to lay
out a People’s Declaration set
of demands to deliver to City
Hall. Monday, Sept. 26, 5:30

pm, rally at CityHall todefend
communities, public services,
and good jobs!

Meet the Communist
Candidates in Ontario,
"People Before Profits" election
rally, Sat., Sept. 17, 7 pm,
GCDO Hall (290 Danforth Ave.,
Chester subway). Food, cash
bar, music, everyone welcome.
416-469-2446 forinfo.

Globalization and world
inequality, ten-week study
course, Mondays, 7-10 pm,
Sept. 27-Dec. 6 at the Labour
Education Centre (LEC), cost
$120, for info visit
www.laboureducation.org or
www.mlec.org.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside
Israelishoe store “NAOT”, 3941
St-Denis Street.

the turn of Western industrialisedcommenced the process oparliamentaryarena. $20/person, kidsunder 12 $10,
public services, including healthworking conditions. Its reforms fighting for expansionary economic
and education. It constitutes gpaved the way for the first policies based on job creation
The “debt crisis” assault is theHoward government met strongfinance andimports. Theyare callingSquare. For information on
Reagan and in Australia by HawkeWorkChoices (only making minor wars. They are looking atincreasingf Labour, 604-430-1421 or
conservative governments. SocialCommission have not metwith thepolicies are expansionary, pro- eeting, Sunday, Sept. 18,
decisions”, because of its abilitypeople, budgetary cuts havdiberalisme St. Forinformation ph. 604-254-
March, Sat., Sept. 17, 1:30
Comment by Johan Boyden, Eastside Women Centre Power
buy local! grievance and goal. Because of it$ oft Film Night, returns with
about Walmart, which first invaded advocated for working class issueshe working class embraces al fracking” industry, 7 pm, Sun.,
union stores. Since then, Walmarfegotiations broke down overultimately includes its liberation call 604-255-2041 forinfo.
stores and 124 "Supercenters.” Canada Post urging the crownlearns from such alliances. Fewindigenous Young Women:
organize Walmarts, but also to And what about rightward without socialism - even if the 18-21 conference. Info: 1-888-
activists, community groups andbring the unity of the movement of voices like the communists, who«Gijr|s Action Foundation”.
issue in the youth and student So the call for caution whenovercome organizational
capitalism, Walmart is a weak link. like small business, is notminor differences and just sweat
working-class people? restrict or focus our alliance work with the working people.
such a good thing. Youth andapplication of Marxist analysis to people’s movements - would be

People'svoice deadline:

September 16-30 issue: Thursday, Sept. 8
October 1-15 issue: Thursday, Sept. 22
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

D

have dictated economic policy tomoves were made by Labor nothe streets against the cuts acrog¥n, 5435 Kincaid Street. Info
nations, as capital continues tadestroying the centralised award Communist Parties in Greecelimited seating. Proceeds:
massive transfer of public wealthindividual employment contractshigher wages and pensionslabour Day Festival, 11-3,
next big step in a processresistancetoits WorkChoices, bufor reductions in military budgets, Labour Day events across the
and Keating. It has been pursue@hanges) or abolish the Australiarthe taxation of financial institutions www.bcfed.ca.
democracy has been used to plagame degree of opposition. people and pro-environment, an egistration starts 8:30 am,
0400 orwww.cope.bc.ca.

Building broad youth strugg|

u I I n rOa O u S ru eS pm, from Cordovaand Columbia,
General Secretary of the in that Walmart shoppers are als@mr the women’s movement.

The other day, | was talking On the other hand, how oftendiverse identity (in terms of age,«GASLAND”, documentary on
Canada with the 1994 purchase ofike raising the minimum wage? progressive movements. TheSept. 25. Centre for Socialist
has been locked in a hard battldensions, wages and benefits, th&om and the defeat of capitalism

In many cases, not only doescorporation to stand firm in their progressive movements can trulySpeaking our Truths, register
block construction of new stores,thinking social democrats in suchmovement itself does not advocatey48-1112 or Natasha@girls
small business owners. For a timedown to the bottom line demands put forward an immediate agends
movement. After all, as a moralworking people fight with other shortfalls, to build unity by

But in these campaigns, couldunjustified. Maybe  truly the big stuff, to help create the]

Sooner or later, the point is maddo just trade unions? In practice, the sectarian route -
students, often brave but with limitedidentify the working class forces disastrous. It would undermine the

Third World countries. Now, it is Coalition governments. Labor alsoGreece. It has not been left to thé@nd RSVP Anna604-294-6775.

wind back social security andsystem governing wages andortugal and other EU countries aré&urnaby Club.

to the private sector. and non-union agreements. Thaationalisation, controlsonforeignMonday, Sept. 5, Robson

commenced under Thatcherlabor’'s failure to repeal anend to involvementin overseagprovince,contactBC Federation

by successive social democratanBuilding and Construction and other corporations. TheirCOPEpoIicyandnomination

a key role, taking the “hard The struggles against the antiinvolve the abandonment of NeO-CoastPlaza Hotel, 1763 Comox

Annual Women’s Housing

The anti-working class idea slipsmovement, the student movementprganized by Downtown

Young Communist League the problem. Why don't they just A movement has a specificof Women Group.

with a passionate youth activisthave these small business ownergender, ethnicity, nationality, etc.);p,o impact of natural gas

the Woolco chain, closing all non-When the Postal Workers’interest of the working class Education, 706 Clark Dr. Free,

with the labour movement. ThereCanadian Association of Smallby socialism. .

are now over 200 Walmart discountBusiness wrote an open letter to Moreover, the working class !

the labour movement try toreactionary bargaining positions.win a profound victory over capital by Sept. 9 deadline for this Nov.

working with coalitions of local coalitions, who invariably try to for socialism. Rather this is the roleactionfoundation.ca, or google

these campaigns were a flashpoin@t the expense of working peopledor unity and struggle - to help

representative of monopoly groups, strata or classes in societyconvincing people to set aside

there be a danger for labour andProgressive youth activists shouldpolitical will for action, and to side

that shopping at Walmart is not It might seem a logical extending the class war into the

experience, can be sucked into thavithin a movement, and proposefighting unity of these forces,

idea that Walmart shoppers ardhat they be pitted against the nonerienting the struggle inward . .
ignorant but complicit schmucks. working class elements. Theinstead of against the main enemyAlIenatlon & U n reSt. .

Never mind that the cost of living mistake, however, often made Campaigns like the Young

is going up while wages stagnatehonestly and with good intentions,Communist League’s “Charter of What is needed everywhere is
is to confuse the class with theYouth Rights” branch out in the the leadership of the working class
movement. opposite direction, seeking theéxplosionisinevitable. Eveniftheto give tactics, strategy and

Marxists define a person’s classkind of broad, powerful unity that activities of the rioters range fromdiscipline to this struggle. This

continued from page 5

according to the individual’s is needed to defeat the Harpecraven to heroic, objectively therequires an objective and a program

relationship to the means ofgovernment and win a new,responsibility lies with the of escalating demands that can be

. production: do they own the tools,progressive direction for Canada.
continued from page 7 equipment, machinery, natural
have delivered for the corporationgesources, etc. used in makin
and the wealthy while living goods and services?
standards for working people The working class majority do
collapse, “voting Tory to punish Not own any means of productio
the Liberals would be jumping outand must work for a living. Those
of the frying pan into the fire”. ~ Who own the economy, and ca
The Communist Party says the?u'vive  without  working
best outcome in these Circum_themselves, are the capitalists. B
stancesisthe election of a minorit ohnelf/e tc\)/\llqoergal_n ?Ir?:?:s :rr: ng}stg .
gg?{aegpmgﬂgir\g\gtgoaniggggVlvféintellectuals, professionals, small
O A business owners, farmers, etc.
will fight for policies to curb Today, it is difficult to find a / i
corporate power, create jobs andeqpie's struggle, other than th .
raise living standards, reverse th¢apour movement, which is not in JOIN THE TORONTO

HST and introduce progressivesopme way a class mix. As big sul-op THE cu-rs

tax policies and tax relief for pusiness dominates all aspects
NETWORK

working people, and expand civil,social life, and attacks even basi
rights. e are “cross-class” - the peacewww.torontostopthecuts.com

social, labour and democraticdemocratic rights, most struggle

bourgeois state that itself isfought for and organized around,
doomed, unable and unwilling toeventually making the possibility
provide subsistence and dignityof a socialist world not utopian but
to millions of young people. real. To adjust demands to what
It is not acceptable to sit inthe capitalists say is available will
judgment of those who plunderleave the youth where they are
and burn at home while now:surplus humanity. Tocomply
honouring those who do so adsto be recruited to the parameters
an instrument of imperial policy of the state and become an
on a grander scale in the thirdaccomplice in the control
world. After all, they do not mechanism.
cannibalize like their masters. The corporations can do this
The spread of their activities fromwith social democrats, but not with
city to city, described as a plaguecommunists. The responsibility for
by hired wordsmiths of capital, this leadership rests historically
is really an act of youth with the working class and their
solidarity. Itis completely logical mostorganized section, the unions.
for the struggle to expand. TheThe responsibility for injecting this
capitalists globally are not in aconsciousness of historical
panic yet, but if they had anynecessity into the class struggle
brains they would be. rests with the Communist Parties.
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Colombian unionist marks three years in jail

congress members Gloria Ineghe cells of the DIJIN and then toincluding my family membersand  Based onthe ruling, Prof. Miguel
Ramirez and Wilson Borja, Liberalthe Women'’s Prison in Bogotamyselffromallangles... Angel Beltranwas released on June
A Colombian trade union Party Senator Piedad Cordobawhere lremainstill, 36 monthslater, “The prosecutor laid charges of3, and the extradition to Colombia
activist well-known to many former minister Alvaro Leyva with the status of CHARGED, rebellion and managing resource®fcommunistleader Manuel Olate
Canadians has passed the thre®uran, journalists Carlos Lozanowaiting for justice to be done in myfor terrorist purposes against mewas stopped. But judges have
year mark in a Bogota prison.Guillen, William Parraand Lazaro case and a clear abuse of pre-tridlased on the alleged informatiorrejected applications for Obando’s
Liliany Obando, who has touredViveros, the American academicdetention. obtained from the computingrelease.
several countries to speak ouflames Jones and the Venezuelan “Inthe raid, heavily armed police devices ofthe late leader of FARC, As she writes, “Fortunately,
against human rights abuses in hgvarliamentarian Amilcar Figueroa...(DIJIN) succeeded in intimidating Raul Reyes. Charges | did nofsince many people unfairly linked
homeland, has yetto face trial, and’he common factor among thosemy elderly mother and my little accept and consciously | preparedo this process have been
the “evidence” against her iswhowereincludedinthisline waschildren. At the site, they seizedto subject myselfto a trial to proveacquitted, only Joaquin Becerra

By Kimball Cariou

utterly discredited. But she andthe commitment taken up in my innocence. The and | are still deprived of our
7500 other political prisoners remainthe different areas of work of ggzecwam S SRS prosecutor then decided tofreedom. Meanwhile my days are
jailed by aregime with close tiestoeach one of us, some of ug t I ' | . issue a security measurespentinahigh security cellisolated
Canada’s Harper government.  from the political opposition, | | [ ! lt against me by placing me in afrom the rest of my fellow political
Ina powerful statementreleasedo the defence of humanrights | | % { L prison facility. | was denied prisoners, but with dignity, high

on August 8, the third anniversarythe search for scenarios oOf——

£ 'T— 1 the benefitof home detentionmorale and standing tall. We
of her imprisonment, Liliany peace and humanitarian i \ _f A 4 ! despite  having fully continuetofightforthe freedom of
Obando vividly describes heraccords. ™r ‘B\ {—'—" A e demonstrated my status as all Colombian political prisoners.

|
. . 4 il . o ,
ordeal: “lamawomanamongmore “...My life until then had ! ‘..I il single mother. Later | would Someday it will be possible, and |

than 7,500 Colombian political passed between my.__ i § L § I q be denied the benefit a furtherwill continue working freely once
prisoners, both men and womenprofessional work as a. | N v _FF nine times, being consideredmore for atruly democratic country
who suffer and resist with dignity sociologist, my commitment - i 1 a ‘danger to society’ - enjoying politicalinclusion, social
the harshness of a judicial systemio defending human rights, | [+ | Al something that does notjustice and peace.”

prisons and a state that denies ugomen’s and labour rights, e T S| — happen to white collar She concludes by thanking
and disqualifies us, calling usmy membershipintheleftasa criminalswho are granted this“each and every one” of her

“terrorists’ and which seeks topolitical option; my academic documents, including somebenefit without any obstacle...” supporters and members of her
annul us as individuals and brealpursuits in the Masters in Politicalbelonging to my mother and On May 18, 2011, Colombia’s family, signing off as “Liliany
us as social and political activists.”Studies at the National Universitychildren, which are among theSupreme Courtof Justice (CriminalObando, political prisoner;
Obando is one target of the soof Colombia (I was preparing my evidence being used against meDivision) issued a writ in the casesurvivor of the genocide against
called “FARC-politics” legal graduate thesis), and raising my “Leadingthe raid was the sameagainst former congressmarthe Patriotic Union.®
assault, which accused a widehildren (4 and 15years)asasingleaptain of the DIJIN, Ronald Wilson Borja, declaring that the To read the full text of
range of democratic and laboumother... Hayden Coy Ortiz, who had physical evidence obtained in ) .
activists of being supporters of “On August 8, 2008, while participatedin Operation Phoenix.Operation Phoenix has no IegaIObando S ste_ltement, visit
the Revolutionary Armed Forcesreading news online one itemHe sarcastically said to me amongalidity in any of these cases. On  the website of the
of Colombia (FARC). caught my complete attention - itother things, it would make meAugust 1, the Criminal Chamber International Network in
“This personal nightmare”, aswas regarding the arrest warranfamous,  nationally  and of the Supreme Court of JusticeSolidarity with Colombian
Obando describes it, began orissued against me. Hours later mynternationally, while other police unanimously upheld the May 18  Political Prisoners,
March 1, 2008, when the armechome was raided and |was led intdilmed everything around me, ruling. www.inspp.org
forces of Colombia unleashed
Operation Phoenix on Ecuadorian

territory. This operation, in
oo mencsena ovana HHUQE Protest s demand free education in Chile
the sovereignty of Ecuador,
massacred insurgents including ®V Vancouver Bureau presidential palace. Officersevery street corner occupied by Hopingtocrushthe movement,
leading FARC member, Raul Reyes, unleashed tear gas into hug@rotesters who had erectedhe government banned the Aug.
as well as several Mexican Students and their supportergrowds and later deployed tanksarricades and lit bonfires. The4th march called by the FECH
students. have taken to the streets of Chilarmed with water cannons. echo of an updated song from th€éStudent Federation of La
Computers, removable hardthis summer to demand state- “The results have shown onetime of the Pinochet dictatorshipUniversidad de Chile), which
drives and USB sticks were seizedunded high-quality education for more time that the organisers do nasounding through the streets. Theowed the march would go ahead.
by the Colombian soldiers. Theseall. On August 9, 100,000 studentshave control of the marches,”police, who spent most of the dayinterior minister Rodrigo Hinzpeter
materials were turned over toteachers and copper minersChilean Interior Minister Rodrigo throwing tear gas canisters andleclared thatif anyone died or was
prosecutors, but only aftermarchedpeacefullyinSantiagoanddinzpeter declared. But thebeating the shit out of people,injured, it would be the fault of
thousands of electronic files wereelsewhere for the fifth time in two overwhelming majority of protesterscould only look on as the peopleFECH President Camila Vallejo.
manipulated. The files became thenonths to demand that Presidenitad heeded organisers’ calltomarctook control of the streets. The Police were deployed to prevent
basis for the “FARC-politics” Sebastian Pinera’s right-wingin a “massive, peaceful manner.” central store of La Polar, a giantstudents from gathering along the
charges. administration scrap tuition fees Writinginthe AustraliaGreen chain of department storesAlameda, the main street of
As Obando writes, “To my and establish a “free and equalLeft Weekly,one journalist implicated in a huge fraud of Santiago, even preventinganyone
surprise, | heard my name on theeducation system. described the scene: “As | walkednvestors and customers, had beewho looked like a student from
lips of prosecutor Iguaron nextto  Five days earlier, police attackedout of the tercera comiseria (policeburnt to the ground.” taking the subway at key stations.
those of renowned personalitiesabanned march and arrested nearitation) on August4,ithitmewhat The student revolt has beerMany students and onlookers were
from politics, academia and900 young protesters. The arrestead transpired on this incrediblebuilding since May. At one point, beaten and arrested. For six hours,
journalism. Among those sparked riots and attempts byday. All | could hear were the more than 180 schools andpitched battleswere foughtaround
mentioned were Polo Democraticaprotesters to break through policesounds of the cacerolazo, peopleniversity campuses werethe city centre.
Alternativo [Democratic Pole] barricades blocking the way to thebeating pots and pans in protesipccupied by students, who were In July, as his approval rating
often violently evicted by police fell to 26%, President Pinera
and security forces. announced a massive cabinet
Officially, Chile claimstoenjoy shuffle. But protests sparked by
NE ws Fo R PE o PL E, the best education system in th@overty and inequality keep
region. In 2009, the country wasgrowing, and demonstrations are a
N o T Fo R PR o F’ Ts ' firstamong Latin American statesdaily occurrence in Santiago.
= in the OECD’s PISA rankings, Starbucks baristas recently held
r—-—————— - - ——— — — <| which compare educationala two-week hunger strike. In late

standards. But of the 65 countriesuly, agroup of commuters, mainl
? | Yy, agroup y
that participated in the PISA testspuilders and domestic workers, took
| p p
Chile ranked 64th in terms of over buses to protest against price
| segregation across social classdikes which force many to pay
[| inits schools and colleges. OnlyUS$320 for monthly passes.
I
0 $30 for 1 year O $50 for 2 years : _apartheid”. Over half the schoolsel_ectric plantin Patagoni_a. Copper
) ) _ in Chile, and most of the miners have staged major strikes.
O Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year l|  universities, are privately-run.  Gay rights campaigners have
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year | The student struggle has seestepped up demandsfor full equality.
I
: and university students take to theallied about the impact of the strong
streets. Tactics have been diversé&hilean peso on exports.
rom a mass kiss-in for education, e era of economic growt
Il kiss-in for education, Th f i h
[l to unfurling a huge Chilean flag under the neoliberal model has also
I
I
I

Every issue of PeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p - aper Ser_Id to: People’s Voice, during a key soccer match, tobetween working people and the
that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 puttin% up ba¥ricades and burningichin Chile. Thisgu%suf)ge signals

every p age—in every issue! . mis | tires in the middle of Santiago’sthat Chileans are renewing their
morning traffic. radical political traditionse

system, described as “educationahgainst a plan to build a big hydro-
Name of thousands of schoolchildrenabout job insecurity. Farmers have

Address

Postal Code

Peru has a more socially dividedEnvironmentalists have marched
protests every Thursday, as tengransport workers have protested
with “free education” written on it meant a vast widening of the gap




