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Send your contribution to:
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Candidates from the
Communist Party of Canada
(Ontario) held an information
picket outside the TVOntario
office in Toronto, on Sept. 27.
The protest was aimed at TVO’s
refusal to include any coverage
of the Communist Party in its
election commentaries,
discussions and debates. This
includes “The Agenda with
Steve Paikin” which is
interviewing candidates and
parties and providing election
coverage every night of the week.

“TVOntario is the provincial
public broadcaster. Half of its
budget is provided by the
Ontario Ministry of Education,
paid for with tax dollars,” said
Communist Party leader
Elizabeth Rowley. “Public
broadcasters have a
responsibility during elections,
to assist voters to cast an
informed vote. This means
ensuring public access to all the
parties and all the candidates.”

Rowley argued that in fair and
democratic elections, candidates

Communist Party candidates
picket TVOnt ario

should not be pre-screened to
determine who deserves public
consideration and who doesn’t.
“Electors have the right to see,
hear, and consider all the parties
on the ballot and to make up their
own minds about who deserves
their support.”

“Clearly, during a democratic
election campaign, all voices must
be part of the discussion,” insisted
Rowley. “Voter turnout is
declining. The issues of the day
are critical - the economy is on the
verge of another deep recession,
there is a widening gap between
rich and poor, poverty is on the
rise and unemployment remains
staggeringly high. There is simply
too much at stake. The debates
and media coverage need to be
full, inclusive and democratic. If
we can’t expect a publicly-owned
and funded broadcaster to be
politically neutral, then who will
be?”

The party is asking the public
to contact TVO to demand that
the public broadcaster provide
fair coverage to all parties. ●

The fall book-signing season
took a strange turn when accused
war criminal Dick Cheney was
invited to speak to a $500 dinner
held by the Le Bon Mot Book Club
at the upper-crust Vancouver
Club. The city’s broad-based
peace coalition, StopWar, quickly
called a news conference and a
rally to protest the visit by the
former U.S. Vice-President.

At the Sept. 23 news conference,
Vancouver Kingsway NDP MP
Don Davies, the official opposition
critic for immigration, demanded
that Immigration Minister Jason
Kenney bar Cheney
from entering
Canada. Three days
later, hundreds
turned out at the
Vancouver Club,
chanting “arrest
Cheney” and
blocking entry for many of the
ultra-rich guests.

The following commentary from
Rabble.ca on the Cheney visit is
by protest spokesperson Derrick
O’Keefe, who is co-chair of
StopWar and a member of the
Canadian Peace Alliance
executive.

Dick Cheney is a war criminal.
We intend to organize a “welcome”
for him here in Vancouver befitting
a person with such a record. We do
this not just for catharsis or out of
our own anger at the policies that
Cheney carried out while he was in
power with the Bush
administration, but also we do this
out of a sense of responsibility to
international law and historical
justice.

An injury to one is truly an
injury to all. That is a slogan that
motivates our actions here in
Vancouver in protesting Cheney’s
upcoming presence. And Cheney
has caused significant injuries, to
say the least. His record includes
hundreds of thousands dead in an
illegal war in Iraq, and countless
thousands tortured.

A familiar talking point of the
current U.S. administration tells us

Why it’ s import ant to protest Cheney’ s visit

Angry demonstrators blocked both main entrances to the
Vancouver Club on Sept. 26. (Photo: K. Cariou)

“look forward, not backward” to
justify their failure to prosecute
Cheney and other criminals from
the Bush administration. But
looking backward honestly and
fully is the very basis of law, of
justice, and of a self-respecting
society. Therefore we also seek to
hold Cheney accountable because
it will help the fight for a more just
society in the United States.

In our effort to hold Cheney to
account and have him arrested for
war crimes, the peace movement
wishes to address a few different
audiences:

First, to Dick
Cheney, we say:
Rethink your visit
to Vancouver.
This really is not
your kind of town
- in the 1980s we
had hundreds of

thousands marching against
nuclear weapons, and in the lead
up to the Iraq war we had monthly
marches of tens of thousands of
people. This is not a wise place for

you to make your first trip outside
of the United States on this book
tour. People here are steadfast in
their opposition to war and torture,
and to demanding that you are
arrested for war crimes.

To the organizers of this book
club event: you call yourselves “le
bon mot” book club, but there is
nothing witty about your name. Le
mot juste for your honoured guest
is criminal. We know that the

founder of your book club, Leah
Costello, is an active member of the
West Vancouver Electoral District
Association of the Conservative
Party of Canada. We feel that the
local Conservatives and indeed
the governing party in Canada
should be made to answer serious
questions about their hosting and
welcoming Dick Cheney. Is Dick
Cheney a figure that Conservatives
in Canada are proud to host?
Perhaps he is, but that should
concern us all.

To all elected officials in
Vancouver, at the provincial level
and at the federal level: Canadian
law is clear, and international law is
clear. You have a responsibility to
act and to bar Cheney or - better
yet, I would say - to arrest him here
in Canada.

To our fellow citizens of
Vancouver: Let’s not quietly allow
this city and this country to
become a safe haven for war
criminals. Let’s not quietly allow
Cheney to waltz into town to have
his book event. ●

radical
voices...

A group of about 20
People’s Voice supporters
were busy on Sept. 25, taking
our point of view to thousands
of people at the popular
“Word on the Street” festival.
The group distributed 1,500
copies of the paper, along
with leaflets on the HST and
the Ontario election campaign.

The volunteers also
collected petitions against
media censorship imposed
by CBC and TVOntario against
the Communist Party and
other so-called “fringe”
parties.

Reporting on these
activities, one of our
volunteers notes that many
people say “we can get
People’s Voice online.” Of
course, that saves trees! But
not everyone has access to
the internet, and in any case,
the print version is essential
to reach new readers at
demonstrations, rallies,
meetings, and picket lines.

For that, we need money
and a larger subscription base.
The Word on the Street
volunteers collected about $50
in donations. Every dollar
helps, and we are still fighting
to complete this year’s PV
Fund Drive for $50,000.
Please help by sending your
donation to the Drive today!

Toronto PV supporters at W ord on the S treet

Sisters in Spirit Vigil locations
Each year on October 4th, communities across Canada come together

to honour the missng and murdered Aboriginal women and girls, and to
remember the lives of sisters, daugthers, mothers and grandmothers
tragically taken from us. (See the Sept. 16-30 issue of PV for background).

About 40 Sisters in Spirit Vigils have been confirmed across Canada
for Tuesday. Oct. 4. For details on the nearest Vigil, visit the website
www.nwac.ca/programs/2011-vigil-locations.

Vigils in major urban centres include: Calgary - Mcdougall Centre at
3 pm; Edmonton - Alex Taylor School at 1 pm;  Prince George - Civic
Centre Outdoor Plaza at 2 pm; Vancouver - VCC (Broadway Campus
Bldg. B) at 12 noon; Brandon - Brandon Friendship Center at 12 noon;
Winnipeg - Legislative Building fountain at 7 pm; Hamilton - Police
Services Bldg. at 10 am; Ottawa - Parliament Hill at 11 am; Thunder Bay
- HillCrest Park at 12 noon; Montreal - Cabot Square at 6 pm; Saskatoon
- Oskayak High School at 6 pm; Whitehorse - RCMP at 12 noon. ●

The People's Voice display was a popular spot at Word on the
Street in Toronto.

At the PV deadline on Sept.
26, a “Stop the Cuts Network”
event at Toronto City Hall
warned that deferring the cuts is
not the same as stopping them.

Recent opinion polls have
shown a huge drop in support
for Mayor Rob Ford and his
right-wing clique. Ford and his
supporters have made vague
promises to delay or reconsider
a few of the most unpopular cuts
to social programs and city
services.

“Just because we are not
seeing all the proposed cuts
being pushed through at this
particular moment, does not
mean that Mayor Ford’s plans
have changed.” said Victoria
Barnett, of the Toronto Stop the
Cuts Network. “These cuts are
still very much on the table. He

"Deferring cuts is not stopping them”
hopes to sneak them through at a
later time in an attempt to salvage
his plummeting approval ratings.”

Added Aman Sium of the
Parkdale Committee to Stop the
Cuts, “We’ve already seen user-
fees implemented in the community
centre, art programs defunded and
breakfast programs threatened
with closure. People in the
community see this as an attack on
poor people, people of color,
migrants and we are coming
together to put a stop to it.” ●
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PV Vancouver Bureau

The families of developmentally
disabled people in British Columbia
are fighting back against funding
cutbacks and policy shifts which
seriously jeopardize the future of
many individuals. The situation is
starting to make “Families First”
Premier Christy Clark look like a
complete hypocrite, contributing
to her slide in opinion polls.

Much of the dispute centres on
Community Living BC, the crown
agency which provides support to
more than 13,600 adults with
developmental disabilities.
Provincial underfunding has
seriously deprived CLBC of the
money to cover urgent health and
safety needs.

CLBC cost-cutting measures
include closures of about 60 group
homes, often considered by
families as the best living
arrangement for developmentally
disabled adults, in favour of private
homeshare arrangements. This
shift is called an “expansion of
options” by the Liberal
government, but the personal
impact is often deeply traumatic.
Many disabled adults have been
deprived of close friends and
trained staff support, and left
instead in homes where their well-
being is not a top priority.

Students enrolled at the
Consumer and Job Preparation
Progam at Douglas College in New
Westminster were abruptly
informed in mid-September that
funding for their one-year course
would be cancelled effective Dec.
31. This $130,000 cut to a program

B.C. families fight Community Living cuts

PV Vancouver Bureau

A turnout of almost 1,000 Coalition of Progressive Electors members
and supporters (by far the largest nomination meeting in this year’s
Vancouver municipal campaign) met on Sept. 18 to pick nine candidates
to field in the Nov. 19 civic election.

“We’re not only proud of our new slate of amazing candidates,”
said COPE External Chair Marcus Youssef after the event, “but we’re
also proud to be the only Vancouver party to see contested
nominations.”

COPE members backed Ellen Woodsworth, Tim Louis, and R.J.
Aquino as council candidates, and Brent Granby and Donalda Greenwell-
Baker for Parks Board. For school trustee, the members picked incumbents
Jane Bouey (Vice-Chair of the Vancouver School Board), Allan Wong,
and Al Blakey, and first-time candidate Gwen Giesbrecht.

The surprise of the afternoon was the defeat of veteran city
councillor David Cadman, who finished fourth in the race for three
nominations. Cadman, a prominent leader of the global movement for
urban environmental sustainability, often missed council meetings
due to his international travel, a factor which may have cost him some
support from COPE members.

COPE also announced co-managers Kate Van Meer Mass and Nathan
Allen for the upcoming campaign. “Kate and Nathan are seasoned
organizers and have already hit the ground running,” said Youssef. “We
have a great slate of candidates, a great campaign team, and a great
message. We want to build a Vancouver for Everyone and we’ve
committed to work with all progressives to do just that because that’s
what the residents of Vancouver want us to do. We won’t let them down.”

By the terms of their electoral cooperation agreement, COPE and
Vision Vancouver will support each other’s candidates on a joint slate.
The unity campaign has the strong backing of the Vancouver and
District Labour Council.

Vision Vancouver’s slate of candidates includes Mayor Gregor
Robertson, incumbent city councillors Andrea Reimer, Raymond
Louie, Geoff Meggs, Tim Stevenson, Heather Deal and Kerry Jang, as
well as newcomer Tony Tang.

For park board, Vision has nominated incumbents Constance
Barnes, Sarah Blyth, and Aaron Jasper, plus Trevor Loke and Niki
Sharma. Vision’s school trustee candidates are School Board Chair
Patti Bacchus, incumbents Ken Clement and Mike Lombardi, and
newcomers Rob Wynen and Cherie Payne.

In another twist to the campaign, about 20 members of Vancouver’s
dwindling Civic Green Party met recently to nominate three candidates.
The Greens have formed an alliance with the right-wing NPA, which
left spots open for them at city council, park board and school board.
Several prominent Green Party activists have quit in dismay to join
COPE, which they see as more compatible with a progressive
environmental outlook.

Ironically, the NPA campaign is boasting an influx of donations
from big business, including the forestry and mining sectors, where
corporate interests have devastated the west coast landscape. The
chief NPA fundraiser is Peter Armstrong, head of the Rocky
Mountaineer rail service which locked out its on-board attendants in
June. The Vision and COPE city councillors have sent a letter to the
company condemning the use of strikebreakers in the dispute. ●

By Kimball Cariou

The youngest COPE candidate
in the Nov. 19 civic election is 30-
year-old Rafael “R.J.” Aquino, a
progressive activist in
Vancouver’s growing Filipino-
Canadian community, which now
numbers over 30,000 people.

Aquino is a co-founder of the
community organization, Tulayan
(which means “to bridge” in
Tagalog), which works to
reintroduce young Filipinos living
in Vancouver to their culture,
heritage, and history, and to
create a positive cultural identity
for the Filipino community at
large. He is also on the board of
directors of the explorASIAN
Society, and a member of the COPE
Executive.

In a post-nomination interview
with People’s Voice, R.J. spoke
about his goal of encouraging more
young people to engage in
movements and campaigns to
achieve social equality. One of his
key concerns is affordability for
Vancouver residents - not just

which has been in place for 27
years affected 12 students
immediately, and another 18 on the
waiting list for next year.

In yet another scandal, more
than two dozen people employed
at a Maple Ridge recycling plant
were told that CLBC cuts would
leave them without jobs at the end
of 2011.

Within days of these two
announcements, public anger
compelled CLBC and the Liberal
government to retreat, promising
funding would continue. But the
fumbling response by Social
Development Minister Harry Bloy

added to the public perception that
he is incompetent. Bloy was the
only MLA to back Christy Clark’s
campaign to replace Gordon
Campbell as Liberal leader, and his
cabinet post was widely regarded
as payment for political services.

On Sept. 14, Bloy claimed to
have found an extra $8.9 million to
help developmentally disabled
people. But family groups and
opposition New Democrat MLAs
said the money does little to help
those struggling after group home
and service cuts.

“It’s discouraging,” said Faith
Bodnar, chief spokesperson for the

B.C. Community Living Action
Group. “It’s a start, but it is an
immediate Band-Aid rather than a
solution. We need the government

to give a much more substantial lift.”
A BC-CLAG analysis of CLBC

projections shows that at least $70
million is needed immediately to
address the existing support
backlog. Each year, hundreds of
youths with developmental
disabilities reach the age of 19 and
turn to CLBC as they age out of
supports funded by the Ministry
for Children and Families. Yet the
CLBC operating budget remains
static from 2010 through 2014 at
$681 million annually.

The increasing gap has severely
strained CLBC’s system of
community-based residential and
support services, resulting in a
growing number of crises as highly
vulnerable young adults and
families struggle to cope. The
CLBC’s “service redesign” initiative
has included forcibly transferring
group home residents to lower cost
alternatives, saving the government
$20 million per year.

As for Harry Bloy, he was
demoted from his ministry in a Sept.
26 cabinet shuffle.

For more information, visit
http://communitylivingaction.org
or www.clbcstopthecuts.org. ●

Disabled adults and family members picket the constituency office of Social Development Minister
Harry Bloy on Sept. 21. Note the sign with a petition website. (PV photo: K. Cariou)

COPE kicks off 201 1
civic camp aign

Filipino-Canadian youth activist
strengthens COPE team

R.J. Aquino, COPE candidate
for Vancouver City Council

finding ways to lower the exorbitant
cost of housing and child care, but
by raising the average wages of
working people in this expensive
city. An active supporter of the
labour-backed Living Wage
campaign, he believes that this
movement can help to improve the
lives of young people and all who
live in Vancouver.

As the only Filipino-Canadian
candidate for city council, R.J.
will focus bringing more new
Canadians into municipal politics
this fall, a process which he hopes
will broaden the diversity of
leadership and activism in
Vancouver. He points to the
creative tactics used in last
spring’s federal election to attract
youth into the electoral process,
such as the wildly popular “Shit
Harper Did” website launched
by other young Vancouver
activists.

But this process can’t end on
election day, he stresses. Young
people need to press political
leaders to keep their promises - or
at least to prove that they are

working hard to do this.
If elected, Aquino says he will

follow the example set by COPE
councillors Ellen Woodsworth and
David Cadman during their 2008-
11 term. COPE will continue to agree
with Vision on some issues, and
disagree on others, he says, and
it’s important to keep making voters
aware of COPE’s positions.

What attracted Aquino to COPE,
he says, is the party’s strong
historic commitment to grassroots
struggles and to a constructive
two-way dialogue between voters
and politicians.

For more information, or to
volunteer for the campaign,
contact COPE at 604-255-0400
or visit www.cope.bc.ca. ●
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Young people
are responding
to injustices

I was heartened by the young
parliamentary page, Brigitte
DePape, who silently gave us a
message when she held up her
sign in the senate “Stop Harper”.

I am encouraged more and more
by the responses of young people
to the  injustices they see. I am
including an example below.

I am attending all-candidate
meetings in Toronto Centre in the
Ontario provincial election. At most
meetings the so-called “fringe”
parties - this is what the establishment
calls all political parties except those
already elected in parliament - are not
permitted on the platform to
participate in the debate.

Some excuses are “there is not

enough room”, “they have no one
elected in parliament”.

There are only four other
candidates running in Toronto
Centre, including the Communist
Party of Canada, the second oldest
party in Canada, in existence since
1921.

The Conservative candidate
has been a no show to all meetings,
leaving that chair vacant.

At one all-candidate meeting
where all parties were permitted to
participate, with the exception of
the Tory, who true to form did not
show, there was a good discussion
and respect for all views.

On Wednesday, Sept. 20, at a
meeting sponsored by the Toronto
District School  Board, at Jessie
Ketchum School, again the two so-
called “fringe” parties were not
allowed to speak, including
replying to any questions from the
floor. This meeting was dedicated
to issues of public education.

At the end of the meeting, the
Communist candidate, Cathy
Holliday, handed out her election
material at the exit and talked with
the people coming out. It was
interesting to see the students
receive her platform. It was obvious
the students didn’t want anyone
deciding for them whose program
they should listen to. They wanted
to hear “all points of view and
options” out there.

The questions the students
asked of the “panel” were of serious
concerns not only in the education
system but in their future. Most
students were not satisfied with
the answers they got from the
panel.

One student was particularly
concerned about the debts
graduating students accumulate
getting through university with no
hope of getting a job to pay off
these debts after graduation.

The day after the meeting Cathy
received this e-mail from one of the
students attending the meeting:

“Hi Cathy. I’m 17 years old, a

grade 12 student at Rosedale
heights school of the arts. I
attended a local MPP debate on
education and was dismayed to
hear that the local Communist
Party candidate had been barred
from the debate, while the local
Tory candidate simply failed to
show up. I am interested in learning
more about your platform and
campaign, and would like to
volunteer, if possible, as getting
involved is the best way to gain
knowledge. I am required to have
40 hours of community
volunteering in order to graduate,
and I think that helping your
campaign in any capacity would
be a great and interesting way to
achieve those hours. Please
contact me at my email address.
Thanks in advance!”

This reminds me of a saying a
professor passed on to me while
we were having a discussion on
the problems of youth today:
“School is a rehearsal for a play
that is never produced”.

Toronto PV reader

Salute to Palestine!
The next step in the long Palestinian struggle for freedom and

independence has been taken with the historic speech by President
Mahmoud Abbas at the United Nations on Sept. 22. Debate within
the Security Council on Palestine’s application for U.N. membership
is expected to begin soon.

But shamefully, Canada remains among the tiny handful of
countries which want to block any progress in this direction. Just
days after the powerful words of President Abbas, Canadian Foreign
Affairs Minister John Baird told the General Assembly that Canada
would vote “no” to Palestine’s application. Baird parroted the words
of Israeli PM Netanyahu, demanding that the Palestinians to return
to talks without preconditions. In other words, Palestine must
continue to suffer the loss of the remaining shreds of its historic
territories, as the inexorable expansion of Israeli settlements create
a fait accompli in the occupied territories.

It remains to be seen how the process at the U.N. will play out.
Enormous pressure by the U.S. administration may force several
Security Council members to abstain, and the Palestinian statehood
bid must then gain more support in the General Assembly to proceed.

But sooner or later, the state promised to Palestinians in 1948 will
be achieved, and the era of Israeli occupation and apartheid will come
to an end. The people of Palestine will win a truly viable, independent
state, based on the pre-1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its
capital, and the right of Palestinians to return to their stolen homes.
Nothing less is acceptable.

Here in Canada, if the Harper Tories have their way, speaking in
these terms may soon become classified as the criminal act of hate
speech. But we reject any legislated attempt to silence criticism of the
apartheid policies of Israel, and we continue to express our solidarity
with the heroic people of Palestine.

Stopping Harper ’s steamroller
The post-election warnings of Stephen Harper’s agenda are

coming true in spades, from the Tory assault on collective bargaining
rights, to the signals of an “austerity package” aimed at gutting
social programs. The Canadian Wheat Board is being destroyed
(illegally!), and the Tories are preparing a formal review of foreign
policy, with the goal of further undermining Canadian sovereignty
and promoting global capitalist integration. Canadian military bases
are being established in several countries, and the NATO occupation
of Libya has begun with the fervent support of the Harper government.

One of the most frightening steps by the new Tory majority is the
Omnibus Crime Bill. Among other things, this legislation will impose
mandatory minimum sentences, end pardons for serious crimes,
expand the capacity of the state to conduct surveillance and access
private information, and reinstate so-called “anti-terrorism” provisions
that expired back in 2007, including three-day detentions without
cause, known as “preventative arrests.”

Aimed at criminalizing youth and Aboriginal peoples, this
legislation has a distinct racist edge. Civil liberties groups condemn
these serious violations of constitutional rights and freedoms, and
Budget watchdog Kevin Page estimates that the measures will
increase the Corrections Canada budget by one billion dollars a year,
adding thousands of new inmates to the federal prison system.

In short, this government (which won less than 40% of votes in
the recent federal election) is hell-bent on removing civil liberties and
democratic freedoms. This steamroller won’t be stopped by speeches
in the House of Commons; only a massive, Canada-wide fightback
in our communities, workplaces and campuses can block the Tories.
The leadership of the labour movement must assume its responsibility
to help launch such a fightback... before it’s too late.
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Resolution adopted by the
Central Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, Aug. 27-28, 2011

This year marks the 90th
anniversary of the birth of the
Communist Party of Canada. From
its founding convention held in a
barn in Guelph, Ontario in 1921
until today, we have striven to
remain true to our guiding
principles and theory, and to realize
them in our daily activities and
struggles - as a revolutionary party
of the working class of Canada,
based firmly on Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism.

As we celebrate this
anniversary, we remember the many
contributions and achievements
of our Party over those ninety years.
Whether it was in organizing the
unorganized, forging most of the
industrial and public sector unions
which exist today in our country;
building and leading the farmers’
movements for survival and
dignity; organizing the ranks of
Canada’s unemployed during the
Great Depression, launching the
famous On-to-Ottawa Trek;
mobilizing thousands of young
volunteers to fight against fascism
in Spain and later across Europe
during WWII; building the peace
& disarmament movement in the
post-war years; leading the historic
struggle within the labour
movement in English-speaking
Canada to recognize the national
rights of Quebec; helping to forge
the pan-Canadian student
movement in the 1970s; helping to
build broad movements for civic
reforms, universal health care, and
defense of Canadian sovereignty;
all of these and many other
episodes in our history we
remember with pride.

And we remember too that our
revolutionary activities were carried
out in circumstances of unrelenting
hostility and attacks from Canada’s
ruling capitalist class and its state.
The periods when our Party was
forced to work under conditions of
illegality; when Tim Buck and other
Party leaders and members were
convicted and imprisoned; the
McCarthy-style witch hunts which
targeted our members and
supporters and Communist-led
unions; the secret ProFunc plans of
the Canadian State to round up and
incarcerate thousands of
Communists and their families; the
constant ideological, propaganda
and physical attacks against our
Party (from both the right and ‘left’)
because it refused to succumb to
anti-Sovietism - we remember all of
those difficult days, and honour the
memory of those comrades who
endured such outrages with
courage and resolve. We came to
understand - both at a theoretical
level and through those real-life
experiences as a Party - that the
class purpose of those political and
ideological attacks was not only to
weaken and diminish our ranks, and
to isolate the Communists from our
living ties to the working class; it
was also done in the hope of shaking
Communists from our class bearings
and pressuring the Party to abandon
its revolutionary theory.

It is in this context that we mark
another anniversary of sorts this
year - it has been two decades since
the inner-party struggle which
almost liquidated our Party. In the

late 1980s, George Hewison
assumed the Party leadership and
shortly thereafter a motley group of
right opportunists, careerists and
Trotskyists gradually gained
ascendency within the Central
Committee of the CPC. They were
able to do so by concealing their
liquidationist agenda and by taking
advantage of confusion and
disorientation within Party ranks
due to developments in the former
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, where under Gorbachev’s
stewardship the clouds of
counter-revolution were
gathering. In due course, the
Hewison clique set about
dismantling our Party piece
by piece, starting with the
dissolution of the Young
Communist League and
layoffs of Party cadre, and
then the closure of the
party’s print shop and
publishing house, and
progressive bookstores
across the country.

As their liquidationist project
gained momentum, this group
began to openly break with the
ideological principles and political
line of our Party. They began
negating the history of our Party
(and that of the international
communist movement in general)
as having been “sectarian”,
“vanguardist” and “doctrinaire”.
They advanced reformist ideas
about “incremental change” in
place of, and as a substitute for, the
concept of revolutionary
transformation from capitalism to
socialism-communism. They
decreed that “imperialism” was an
outdated concept (!) which no
longer characterized “post industrial
capitalism”. And they attacked
democratic centralism, the
organizational principle of our Party,
and set about dismantling Party
clubs and other organizational
structures. Over time, their
denunciations of “Stalinism” led to
attacks on Leninist ideas, and
ultimately to a refutation of the
postulates of Marxism itself. And
they proposed that the Party change
its name, dropping all reference to
‘communist’ from our banner.

Behind the scenes, this
liquidationist faction began
holding secret meetings with social
democrats and ‘independent
leftists’ to dissolve the Communist
Party with the goal of forming a
new ‘united party of the socialist
left’, using party assets to finance
their new venture.

Following the 1990 Convention,
opposition to the increasingly
obvious abandonment of Marxist
theory and practice by the Hewison
leadership grew across the country.
When detailed evidence surfaced
of their secret plans to dissolve the
Party and steal its assets, and as
expulsions of members began, the
majority of the party membership
demanded an emergency Canada-
wide convention to resolve the issue.
But the liquidators refused and
instead set about dissolving party
clubs and provincial committees
that opposed their conspiracy.
Members were told to sign loyalty
oaths to Hewison et al or else face
a refusal to renew their memberships.

Ultimately however the
membership defeated their plans
and saved the Communist Party
from destruction, but at a heavy
political, organizational and

financial cost.
Ours was not the only

Communist Party to go through
such a convulsive experience;
other parties around the world went
through similar and sometimes
worse trials during those difficult
years. To our south, a liquidationist
faction attempted to gain control
of our sister party the Communist
Party USA, but were successfully
beaten back.

The lessons drawn from that
painful episode in our history are

important for the Communists in
Canada - veterans and new members
alike. But they are lessons which
can also be useful to Communists
internationally, in our common
struggle for social emancipation,
for an end to class exploitation and
oppression - for socialism.

It is in this context that we now
comment on recent developments
and debates which have been
taking place in our neighbouring
party, the CPUSA. For several years
now, our Central Committee has
received inquiries from many
concerned members about political
and organizational changes in that
party, and the renunciation by
leading cadres of such fundamental
Marxist concepts as “the
dictatorship of the proletariat”,
“democratic centralism” and
“proletarian internationalism.”

The concerns raised have dealt
with a number of interrelated
issues, such as various statements
issued by the CPUSA dealing with
international questions, especially
on the Palestinian struggle, and on
the U.S. wars of occupation in Iraq
and Afghanistan; on trade union
policy which many feel is
insufficiently critical of class
collaborationism in the leadership
of the AFL-CIO (which has a direct
bearing on Canada given the large
presence of AFL-CIO affiliates in
the Canadian Labour Congress);
on the assessment of the role and
class position of the Obama
Administration and the Democratic
Party and the absence of any
independent electoral presence of
the CPUSA in its own name; on
various pronouncements by
leading figures of the CPUSA on
changing the party name, in
describing the multi-trillion dollar
government bail-outs as “a dose
of socialism”, etc.; and in
organizational decisions to cease
the print editions of People’s
Weekly World and Political
Affairs, the layoffs of Party and
YCL organizing staff, the internet-
based ‘open door’ approach to
party recruitment, etc.

Although deeply concerned
about many of these developments,
our Central Committee has until now
refrained from comment. However,
in light of the publication earlier this
year of the article “A Party of
Socialism in the 21st Century” by
CPUSA Chair Sam Webb, our Central
Committee finds it necessary to

clarify our Party’s views on certain
critical questions which have been
raised. Although the various theses
presented in this article refer, in the
first place, to a proposed reorientation
of the CPUSA itself, its title and text
read as if these ideas should form the
‘template’ of the political approach
of Communist parties in general, or
certainly at least in other advanced
capitalist countries such as Canada.
This assumption was confirmed
when comments from other fraternal
parties were actively solicited by the

CPUSA, a highly unusual
practice.

We are aware of the formal
responses given to this
article by the Communist
Parties of Greece (KKE) and
Mexico. Our Party is in
substantive agreement with
the main criticisms of this
document expressed by
these two parties. We
consider that the political
line advanced in “A Party

of Socialism in the 21st Century”
constitutes a fundamental
departure from Marxist-Leninist
theory and practice. The pursuit of
such an approach will objectively
lead to the liquidation of the CPUSA
as a revolutionary party of the
working class in that country.

********
Based on our 90 years of

struggle, on our Party program
“The Road to Socialism”, our
Constitution, and on the decisions
reached our conventions, the
Communist Party of Canada
understands its nature and role,
and undertakes its political
activities, as guided by the
following general considerations
and conclusions (among others):
* that the main contradiction
underlying capitalism in Canada
today remains the class
contradiction, reflecting in the class
struggle between the two main
classes - the ruling capitalist class
(especially its core, monopoly
capital) and the working class of
our country, a contradiction which
can only be resolved through the
revolutionary transformation of
our society from capitalism to
socialism.
* therefore that as a revolutionary
party, the main task of the CPC is to
defend and advance the long-term
interests of the working class in
pursuit of this ultimate objective,
and “strives to be the leading
political party of the working class,
of all who labour by hand and brain...
[a party which] arises out of the
working class and is an organized
political detachment of that class...
[and which] has no interests
separate and apart from those of the
working class as a whole.”
* that our Party supports the
struggle for immediate reforms to
improve the conditions of the
working class and the people under
capitalism, and seeks unity with all
other forces which support and
will fight for such advances; at the

same time, our Party never loses
sight of the ultimate goal of
socialism nor the fact that there
can be no other course to socialism
other than through the
revolutionary overthrow of the
existing order. In this regard, we
consider a correct understanding
of the dialectical relationship
between reform and revolution to
be of paramount importance;
* that in pursuing the broadest
possible unity with other class and
social forces to achieve immediate
advances, it is absolutely
imperative for our Party to
studiously safeguard its
independent role as a
revolutionary party of the working
class and oppose tendencies or
pressures - either from within or
without our ranks - to efface or
submerge our independent role.
The CPC considers it vital that it
speak directly, visibly and openly
in our own name, and engage in
ideological struggle - the ‘battle of
ideas’ - against bourgeois,
reformist and class collaborationist
concepts that weaken, disarm and
divide the movement;
* that the “world outlook of [our]
Party is based on Marxism-
Leninism, which embodies the
theory of scientific socialism first
developed by Karl Marx, Frederick
Engels and V.I. Lenin. Marxism-
Leninism is not a dogma; it is a
living, developing theory, tool of
analysis and guide to action. It
incorporates the concentrated
experience of all the struggles of
the working class, both in Canada
and around the world” [from
Chapter 8 of our Party Program
“Canada’s Future is Socialism”];
* that the CPC is imbued with a
proletarian internationalist outlook,
reflected in both our struggle to
achieve socialism in Canada, and in
our active solidarity with anti-
imperialist and revolutionary
struggles, and efforts to build
socialism around the world. A
critical aspect of our internationalist
responsibility is the ideological
struggle against bourgeois
slanders and distortions of the
history of the international working
class movement and its efforts to
forge socialism, both in the past and
in the present day; and
* that in terms of our organizational
principles as a Communist Party,
these “are determined by its political
aims... to guide the working class
to the achievement of these aims,
and to lead the people’s struggle,
the Party must be founded on firm
ideological, political and
organizational unity, and on the
continuous organized activity of
its members in close contact with
the working people, knowing their
views and needs, and able to
explain Party policy. Democratic
centralism is the organizational
principle which ensures this.”
[from our Party Constitution]

This is where we stand, and
these are the principles which we
unwaveringly defend. ●

Lessons from our History

In light of the publication earlier
this year of the article “A Party of
Socialism in the 21st Century” by
CPUSA Chair Sam Webb, our
Central Committee finds it
necessary to clarify our Party’s
views on certain critical questions
which have been raised.
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Excerpts from the Main
Political Resolution adopted
by the Central Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, Aug. 27-28, 2011

The political, economic and
social situation in our country can
only be fully understood in the
wider context of the deepening
systemic crisis of capitalism as a
whole - both domestically and
internationally. Capitalism is mired
in irreconcilable contradictions
which are maturing rapidly,
reflected in growing economic
volatility and political instability
around the world.

In their desperate attempts to
shore up their economic interests
and maintain political hegemony,
ruling capitalist classes are
reverting to an extreme right-wing,
reactionary agenda - an intensified
assault on the economic conditions
of the working class; the
accelerated dismantling of public
services and programs; a
sharpening attack on labour and
democratic rights; the increasing
promotion of racism, sexism and
anti-communism; and a stepped

up drive to militarism and war.
While the pace and intensity varies
from country to country, the
essence and direction of this
reactionary drift is evident in all
capitalist states, including Canada.

This systemic crisis, and the
attendant policies which the ruling
classes are imposing in the hope of
resolving it in their favour, are
continuing to erode the living
standards and quality of life of the
masses of working people
everywhere, and especially in the
so-called “Third World”. The
social divide between the super-
rich and the vast majority of the
people - most of whom ‘sell’ their
labour-power in order to survive -
is growing by leaps and bounds.
Household debt levels are
ballooning; young people are being
denied the hope of a reasonable
future; the ‘wage gap’ between
women and men is once again
growing; poverty and insecurity is
swelling among seniors and
pensioners, many of whom are
compelled to compete with young
workers for the worst jobs available
just to survive; and an ever-larger
segment of the working class is
being permanently marginalized,
forced to survive on part-time,
temporary and precarious forms of
employment, or driven into the
‘shadow economy’...

The rollercoaster ride on global
stock markets witnessed over the
past several weeks has been
chalked up to ‘investor

uncertainty’ about the world
capitalist economy and concern
that leading economies will slip
into another recession. Such fears
are not without basis; indeed
another recession/depression - or
more correctly, a continuation of
the same economic crisis which
broke out in 2007-08 (which we

have more accurately called “phase
two” of the same crisis) - is a virtual
certainty. Stagnant and even
‘negative’ growth in the leading
imperialist economies (Germany,
France, the U.S., etc.), high
consumer/household debt levels
and correspondingly poor
consumption figures, persistently
high levels of unemployment, and
the real prospect of government
defaults in so-called “sovereign
debt” payments in a number of
European countries (Greece, Spain,
Italy, Ireland, Portugal, and even
possibly France and the U.S.) have
sent finance capitalists scurrying
for cover.

But a narrow focus on market
jitters over another economic
downturn conceals more
fundamental structural
contradictions in global capitalism,
flowing from the long-term
consequences of neoliberal
economic policies, and the
intensifying struggle for markets
by imperialism and also emerging
economies such as Brazil and
China.

Back in the 1970s the rate of
profit began to fall precipitously
for monopoly capital, dragging
down growth rates in the U.S. and
other leading capitalist countries
as well. In order to arrest and reverse
the decline in profit rates,
monopoly (through the auspices
of the State) introduced neoliberal
policies - ‘free’ trade, deregulation,
privatization, etc. - first in Britain

under Thatcher and the U.S. during
the Reagan years, and then
throughout the advanced capitalist
economies and beyond. The ‘free
trade agenda’ was
never primarily
about freeing up
the international
movement of
goods and
commodities, but
rather about
r a d i c a l l y
increasing the
mobility of capital
flows across borders, thus
increasing the grip of foreign
finance capital with devastating
consequences throughout the
neo-colonial world.

That the banking and the
financial service sector began to
expand rapidly following the
introduction of neoliberal policy
was hardly coincidental. This
sector has overtaken basic industry
and manufacturing and non-
financial services (where value is
actually produced) in virtually all
of the advanced capitalist
economies today. Neoliberalism
was the structural instrument
facilitating the movement of capital
from ‘value-producing’ to non-
value producing” (parasitic) forms
of investment.

Neoliberal policy - the economic
dogma sometimes referred to as
the ‘Washington consensus’ - was
a big success for monopoly
interests. It not only accelerated
the concentration and
centralization of capital on an
international level; it also
temporarily reversed the decline in
the rate of profit, leading some
‘neo-’ and ‘post-Marxists’ to
mistakenly argue that Marx’
famous Law of the Tendency for
the Rate of Profit to Fall no longer
held true. Of course the increase in
the aggregate rate of profit during
this period was highly misleading,
because it included a growing share
of ‘fictitious capital’ based on
market and currency speculation,
artificially inflated stock prices, and
security and equity investments
and hedge funds built on an
unsustainable pile of public and
private debt.

This house of cards began to
fall apart in 2007-08, and it is far
from over. The massive government
bail-out packages over the past
three years protected the financial
holdings of monopoly capital, but
at the expense of running up
massive levels of public
government debt. One left-wing
economist, Richard D. Wolff,

commented recently on the sick
irony of all this:

“Capitalist governments bail
out big business by going into
deep debt. And who do they borrow
these funds from, that they must
now pay back with interest?  Big
business - the same monopoly
capitalists that they bailed out in
the first place.”

Now, these same finance
capitalists are worried that their
security holdings in government
bonds are not so secure after all, if
governments are forced into
default. Hence the unanimous and
strident demand from ‘the market’
(i.e., finance capitalists) that
governments cut ‘discretionary
spending’ (a euphemism for
healthcare, education, public
sector wages, pensions, etc.) to
the bone so that governments can
meet their credit obligations and
avoid default. The contradiction
however (which even bourgeois
economists are forced to concede)

is that cutting ‘entitlements’ and
other government programs - as
seen, for instance, in the vicious
austerity measures imposed in
many European countries over the
past year under pressure from EU
and IMF mandarins - has stymied
economic recovery, and further
‘restraint’ will contract demand
even further, sending economies
into a deeper downward spiral.

The worsening global
economy has ignited a fierce
debate within bourgeois circles
about how to extricate themselves
from the crisis, preserving their
interests intact. All of the
traditional fiscal and monetary
economic ‘tools’ - interest rates
changes, currency devaluation,
stimulus spending, etc. - have
been tried without success. Even
the relatively buoyant Chinese
and other Asian economies have
failed to stem the global downturn,
centered in the U.S. and EU
imperialist blocs. The only
rationale option which could
hypothetically stimulate growth
and reduce unemployment would
involve a radical redistribution of
wealth from the banks,
corporations and the super-rich
(who are awash with cash) to the
working class - directly in the form
of significantly higher wages and
benefits, and/or indirectly

through a great expansion of
public services and programs
benefitting working people,
financed through substantial tax
increases on corporate profits,
and increased taxes on personal
fortunes of the wealthy elite. But
this is the one ‘reform’ which the
ruling class will not contemplate
(although some mega-capitalists
like Warren Buffett, embarrassed
by the voluminous size of their
richesses, have offered to pay
higher taxes... for a while).

Their only remedy (sic) therefore
is to intensify the exploitation of
the working class (and working
people in general) to maintain the
transfer of wealth into their already
swollen coffers, to further inflate
the debt ‘bubble’, to ramp up the
repressive security apparatus to
quell spontaneous outbursts of
discontent (as witnessed recently
in London and other English cities)
and especially organized class
resistance and struggle, and to the

accelerate the
growth of
militarization and
war. Canadian
finance capital has
also embraced this
agenda, and has
mandated the
H a r p e r
Conservatives to
oversee its

imposition on the working class of
our country.

But this sharpening capitalist
offensive is being met by
increasing working class resistance
and struggle around the world.
The clearest example of this is of
course Greece where the KKE-led
Militant Workers Front (PAME)
has been in the forefront of
numerous demonstrations and
general strikes. But mass struggles
are erupting elsewhere as well.
Indeed, there were more general
strikes around the world in 2010
than ever before in history. And in
addition to these workers’ actions,
there has also been a big increase
in anti-government mobilizations
by youth and students in a number
of countries, such as those in Britain
last November and more recently
in Chile. The deepening crisis is
spurring an upsurge in mass action
around the world.

The current situation brings into
sharp relief the most fundamental
contradiction of capitalism - that
is, between the increasing social
character of production, and the
private appropriation of the
wealth it produces - and the
bankruptcy of social-democratic,
reformist ‘solutions’ aimed at
ameliorating the impact of its
excesses while preserving intact
this crisis-ridden system. ●

The worsening global economy has ignited a
fierce debate within bourgeois circles about how
to extricate themselves from the crisis, preserving
their interests intact. All of the traditional fiscal
and monetary economic ‘tools’ - interest rates
changes, currency devaluation, stimulus spending,
etc. - have been tried without success.

A system in crisis with no solutions



7  •  PEOPLE’S VOICE  • OCTOBER 1-15, 2011

In an unprecedented event, a
large group of left-wing Palestinian
and Israeli parties, unions and civil
society groups has issued a joint
statement in support of the Israeli
struggle for social justice, and
against the Israeli state’s
occupation of Palestine. The
signatories demand unity in the
struggle against occupation and
racism.

This development follows the
launch over the past summer of the
J14 social justice movement in
Israel, a broad campaign against
the high cost of housing and other
necessities. In the course of the
huge J14 rallies, some reactionary
forces attempted to turn the
struggle into a demand to expel
Palestinians from Israel, on the
grounds that this would solve the
housing problem for Jewish
Israelis. This racist, divisive tactic
was defeated by the united
response of left and progressive
groups in both communities.

Perhaps for the first time in
regional history, official Palestinian
parties and NGOs are showing their
support for an Israeli civilian
struggle against neo-liberalism and
capitalism.

Alongside their general
statement of support, signatories
mentioned the influence Arab
revolutions have had on the Israeli
movement, and stressed the
importance they see in the ground-
breaking widespread cooperation
between Jewish and Arab citizens
of Israel.

In addition, the signatories call
upon J14 to connect their struggle
with the one against the illegal
settlements and the occupation,
and to stop Israeli governments
from attempting to sideline the
struggle in the face of “outside
security threats” such as the
upcoming vote on recognition
of Palestinian statehood at the
United Nations.

Beyond these messages of
support, the statement reaffirms
the signatories’ commitment both
to the Palestinian Authority’s
attempt to gain UN recognition for
a Palestinian state, and to the joint
popular struggle against the
occupation. Yet another notion on
the agenda is the message of
solidarity with all peoples of the
region who are currently fighting
for freedom and independence
from totalitarian regimes.

The full statement of this
historic text reads as follows:

Together for putting an end to
occupation and racism, in support
of the struggle of the Palestinian
people to attain their national rights
and against national and social
oppression.

Even in light of the encouraging
developments in the Middle East,
the wave of social protests and the
awakening of the peoples’
struggles for freedoms and the right
to live in dignity, the Palestinian
people still live under the yoke of
the Israeli occupation, despite their
persistent and ongoing struggle
for freedom. The international
community, for its part,
demonstrates its helplessness and
does not lend a hand to support
the Palestinian struggle for
liberation and justice.

The protest movements and the
winds of change blowing in the
Arab world have aroused

excitement throughout the world
amongst freedom seekers,
encouraging many to adopt the
model of popular struggle. These
protest movements have had a deep
impact on various groups in Israel,
amongst both Jews and
Palestinians, and made an
important contribution to the rise
of the popular protest movement
within Israel for social justice.

Moved by our aspiration to
attain a just and fair peace in the
region, a peace that is truly
essential for the peoples of the
region and can assist in promoting
the struggle for justice and
progress for everyone, we -
Palestinian and Israeli social and
political forces, representatives of
women’s associations and young
people from both sides of the Green
Line - emphasise the need for a
joint struggle, with the goal of
liberating the peoples of the region
from colonialism and hegemony,
particularly that of Zionism, halting
the occupation and Israeli military
aggression and supporting the just
struggle of the Palestinian people
for fulfilment of its right for self-
determination in accordance with
the decisions of the international
community.

We look forward to the liberation
of all the region’s peoples from
dictatorship, ruling tyranny and
from all forms of national, social
and economic oppression.
Therefore, we the signatories on
this document, emphasise:
1. We support the Palestinian
September initiative in the United
Nations, the body which carries
responsibility for laying the
foundations of peace
internationally, in order to demand
full membership for Palestine in the
UN and recognition of a Palestinian
state in the borders of 4 June 1967
with East Jerusalem as its capital,
and to strengthen the efforts to
end the occupation of the
Palestinian people’s lands, with
preservation of the right of the
Palestinian people to oppose the
occupation and the right of return
of the refugees in accordance with
United Nations Resolution 194. In
this context, we emphasise that the
Palestinian Liberation Organ-
isation (PLO) is the sole and
legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people, deriving its
legitimacy both from the Palestinian
people in the homeland and exile
and from the recognition it received
from the Arab League and the
United Nations.

The UN initiative is a legitimate
step. The United Nations must
fulfil its responsibility to realize its
responsibility to establish peace
and justice on the international
level. This is a step that strengthens
the rights of the Palestinian people
and in no way represents a threat
to Israel, despite the great efforts
of the Israeli government to present
this step to the Israeli people as a
declaration of war or harming the
legitimacy of the existence of Israel.
2. We understand that one of the
primary reasons for the social and
economic distress of citizens in
Israel, in addition to the capitalist
economic policies, is the
continuation of the occupation and
excessive security budgets, which
Israel’s government seeks to
justify as needed for defending the
security of the settlements on the
one hand and the state borders on
the other. We therefore believe
that an end to the occupation and
establishment of a fair and just
peace are essential for a life of
peace and welfare.

We welcome the participation
and integration of the Palestinian
population in Israel in the social
protest. This is an important
opportunity to present before
various groups within Israeli society
the distresses of the Palestinians
and the injustices caused to them,

"WE NEED A JOINT STRUGGLE FOR LIBERA TION"
Left-wing Palestinian and Israeli groups issue joint statement

SIGNATORIES: Association of Palestinian Democratic Youth (Palestine); Association of
Progressive Students (Palestine); Communist Party of Israel; Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (Palestine); Democratic Front for Peace and Equality - Hadash
(Israel); Democratic Teachers’ Union (Palestine); Democratic Union of Professionals in
Palestine (Palestine); Democratic Women’s Movement in Israel (Israel); National
Campaign for Return of the Bodies of Arab and Palestinian Martyrs Captured by the Israeli
Government (Palestine); Palestinian People’s Party (Palestine); Popular Campaign for the
Boycott of Israeli Products (Palestine); Progressive Workers’ Union (Palestine); Tarabut-
Hithabrut - Arab-Jewish Movement for Social and Political Change (Israel); The
Alternative Information Center (Palestine/Israel); Union of Palestinian Farmers’ Unions
(Palestine); Union of One World for Justice (Palestine); Union of Palestinian Working
Women (Palestine); Workers’ Unity Bloc (Palestine).

Since May, oil workers in
Zhanaozen and Aqtau, in
Manghystau Oblast region of
Kazakhstan, have been striking
to protest unfair pay and demand
better recognition for their
unions, which are largely ignored
by oil company management.
Manghystau, which includes
Kazakhstan’s energy-rich
Caspian coast, is believed to
account for 70 percent of the
country’s oil output, which itself
amounts to more than 10 percent
of the country’s GDP.

The country has seen rapid
growth due to its large energy
reserves. Kazakhstan’s GDP per
capita in 2010 reached an
estimated $11,000 - more than
twice that of another energy-rich
neighbour, Turkmenistan, and
far outstripping the rest of its
Central Asian brethren. But
living standards in the region are
poor, a far cry from the relative
opulence of Almaty and the
capital, Astana.

The strikes began strong, with
more than 10,000 workers
participating in the walkout.
Since then, however, numbers
have dwindled to just over 1,000.
Authorities at Zhanaozen’s
OzenMunaiGaz and Aqtau’s

KarazhanbasMunai energy works
- both of which have ties to the
state - have repeatedly taken
advantage of Kazakhstan’s flimsy
labor protection, firing hundreds
of the striking workers for
absenteeism and hiring new
employees in their place. A number
of the labor activists who have
supported the group have been
detained and even given lengthy
prison sentences.

Timur Kulibaev, the billionaire
son-in-law of President Nursultan
Nazarbaev and the chairman of the
board of Samruk-Kazyna, the fund
that operates KazMunaiGaz, the
state-run oil and gas conglomerate
that runs KarazhanbasMunai and
OzenMunaiGaz, recently
announced that all of the striking
workers would be barred from ever
returning to their jobs, saying they
had “violated labor laws.”

The strikes have drawn limited
but unwelcome attention from the
international community, with
European Parliament members
calling on the authorities to address
the strikers’ demands, and the
British pop star Sting cancelling a
concert in Astana in response to a
request by Amnesty International.

Nazarbaev’s government has
largely shrugged off the criticism,

saying the strikes are an internal
matter. But officials may soon be
forced to act: KazMunaiGaz has
acknowledged that the strikes
have already forced a 6 percent
drop in the company’s oil output,
an admission that may heighten
jitters among Kazakhstan’s
valued foreign investors.

For now, the state has
maintained a hard-line stance on
the protests. The striking workers
have seen their organizers steadily
removed. One by one, they’ve
been detained and charged with
“inciting social discord.” One,
lawyer and community organizer
Aqzhanat Aminov, received a one-
year suspended sentence.
Another, Natalya Sokolova, a
lawyer working with Kara-
zhanbasMunai in Aqtau, was
sentenced to six years in prison.

In January 2009, the Kazakh
government issued a decree
outlining pay raises for oil and
gas employees working in
dangerous conditions. The
funds were duly allocated. But
local managers refused to
proceed with the hikes, and
blocked workers from
negotiations on implementing
the decree. In the meantime, the
extra funds simply vanished. ●

Kazakh oil workers demand recognition

Protesting exorbitant housing costs at a J14 rally in Tel Aviv.

so that these groups can take
responsibility in the struggle against
the marginalizing policies and on-
going discrimination against the
Palestinians in Israel, for putting an
ending to confiscation of lands and
full equality, and an end to the
occupation of the Palestinian lands
that were occupied in 1967. We
warn again the familiar attempts by
the occupation government to
evade the crises and its internal
crises and the pressure of the protest
waves through the politics of fear
which point to an external threat:
Whether by presenting the
Palestinian appeal to the UN as a
“danger” or by military actions, as
we have witnessed in the past few
days in light of the harsh escalation

in bloodletting of the Palestinian
people in Gaza.
3. We recognize the right of the
Palestinian people, living under
occupation, to make use of all the
legitimate forms of resistance in
accordance with international
norms for removing of the
occupiers from its land and for self-
determination. In this context, we
emphasise the importance of the
joint popular struggle of
Palestinians and Israelis. A popular
joint struggle is one of the central
guiding principles in the struggle
against the occupation, the
settlements, racism, colonialism,
against policies of exclusion,
weakening, impoverishment, and
racist separation within Israel. ●

Dov Khenin, Knesset Member
(MK) from the Democratic Front
for Peace and Equality
(Hadash), at a rally to support
Palestinian statehood.
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US firm writes Fiji
regime decrees

The head of Fiji’s Trades Union
Congress, Felix Anthony, says the
apparent drafting of an
employment decree by a New York
law firm at the request of an airline
chief may be a first for Fiji. His
comments follow the leak of the
firm’s itemised $24,000 invoice for
three months work to the
coupfourpointfive blog.

The documents show Air
Pacific’s CEO, David Pflieger,
commissioned the Essential
National Industries Employment
Decree from the US legal firm,
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley and
McCloy earlier this year.

Anthony says private
companies have no role in writing
laws, which should be properly
considered by an elected
government. He says the move is
extremely unethical and warrants
Pflieger’s immediate dismissal:
“This is probably the first time in
Fiji’s history that we have had
lawyers sitting on the other side of
the world drafting decrees or laws
that would affect the people of Fiji.
This clearly demonstrates the
dictatorial nature of the
government in Fiji. And the fact
that there is absolutely no
accountability or transparency in
this process.”

The regime has refused to
comment about its role in procuring
the decree for which Air Pacific
was billed at an hourly rate of just
under $1,000. Air Pacific has
declined comment while its min-
ority stake holder, Qantas of Aust-
ralia, says it wants no involvement
in the matter, adding that Air Pacific
runs a separate operation.

Egyptian teachers
begin strike s

On Sept. 17, teachers across
Egypt began a national strike
against the government of Prime
Minister Essam Sharaf. Teachers
are demanding that Sharaf fire his
interior minister and honour
promises he made last spring to
raise wages and living standards.

Egypt’s educators want the
government to implement a LE1200
($200) monthly minimum wage, to
release a 200 per cent productivity
bonus promised to public sector
workers and to discontinue merit
tests, among other issues.

Grassroots organisations such
as the Independent Teachers
Union, who called for the strike,
have been mobilising for work
stoppage action for weeks. Tens
of thousands of teachers protested
earlier in September at the Cabinet
offices in downtown Cairo and set
a deadline for strikes to begin.

However, Sharaf and the
minister of education, Ahmed
Gamal Eddin Moussa, refused to
meet teachers’ demands, citing
economic difficulties.

Work stoppages began across
the country on Sept. 17, and were
strongest in governorates such as
Beni Suef in Upper Egypt. The
strike spread to Cairo and Giza the
next day, where the academic year
officially begins a day later than
the rest of the country.

The government claimed that
the overwhelming majority of

Egypt’s one million teachers
reported to work. But according to
independent sources, activists and
journalists, about 65 to 75 per cent
of teachers did not report to
classrooms in many parts of the
country. Parents kept many of the
more than 13 million students in
the system at home in anticipation
of the strike.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Interior stationed police vehicles
at schools around the country. In
a number of locations, teachers on
strike reported that police and
management threatened them with

jail time, or incited parents to lash
out against them.

The teachers’ strike is the first
time Egypt’s educators have
collectively acted on a national
scale since 1951, when the country
was still under British colonial rule.

Greek workers
resist new attack

The Greek public transport
sector came to an halt on Sept. 23
for a second consecutive day, as
thousands of workers staged a 24-
hour strike and work stoppages
against a fresh government
austerity package. Commuters and
tourists faced up to two-hour
delays on average at airports, shut-
down subway stations, long
queues at bus stops as well as
traffic jams across Athens.

“You simply cannot expect to
get more money from people who
can no longer afford to cover their
basic needs. We have already
declared our own personal
defaults,” one protestor told
Xinhua news agency.

Public and private sector
workers have scheduled further
rounds of nationwide strikes and
demonstrations in the last week of
September and into October.

Under heavy pressure from
European Union/International
Monetary Fund lenders, the
Greek government announced on
Sept. 21 another austerity
package, including cuts on
monthly salaries and pensions of
civil servants, layoffs of 30,000
state employees by year end 2011,
and changes in the tax system.
The goal is to make up for a
shortfall in budget revenues, and
to slash its deficit-to-GDP ratio
to 7.5% by Dec. 31, from 10.5
percent last year. Otherwise, the
government claims, the country
could run out of cash.

However, the unpopular
measures were met with widespread
anger in the streets of Athens and
nationwide. After more than a year
of painful austerity and reforms,
the situation in Greece still looks
bleak.

According to latest statistics,
the country’s ailing economy will
contract by some 5.5 percent this
year, while its budget deficit from
January to August 2011 widened
by 22.1 percent to 18.09 billion
euros ($24.35 billion) from the same
period last year.

Refinery workers
may face layoffs

France’s oil major Total has
summoned a group works council
on Oct. 10 to unveil a project to
merge its refining and chemical
businesses. A company spokes-
person says the merger will not
involve layoffs among the  work-
force of 74,000 employees, but the
labour movement doubts this claim.

Total has struggled for several
years with its refining businesses
in Europe due to poor margins and
weak demand for fuel products,
leading to asset stripping in the
sector. European refiners are
coming under increasing pressure
from new competitors, particularly
in the Middle East, which have a
relative advantage in accessing
crude feedstock.

Charles Foulard, head of the
CGT union at Total, says the plan
could be the first part of a wider
project and that workers should
stand ready to act. “We believe
Total’s reorganisation will not stop
there,” Foulard told Reuters,
adding it would be difficult for the
group to announce layoffs ahead
of the 2012 presidential election.

Total aims to merge its chemical
branch, including the petro-
chemical business, with its refining
arm and create a separate marketing
business to deal with the supply
and purchase of oil products.

French refinery workers blocked
production for a month in October
2010 to protest a government plan
to reduce pensions. The strike cost
the oil sector 230 million euros,
France’s oil lobby said.

Canadians
shorthchanged
on vacations

Thirty days - that’s the number
of statutory holidays citizens in
Finland, Brazil and France enjoy
every year. Canadians, however,
are entitled to just ten days off for
statutory holidays each year, the
lowest among 40 countries in an
international survey. Most workers
in Canada are entitled to a mere two
weeks of paid vacation after being
on the job for more than a year.

The impact of overworking
without a decent break adds up.
47% of Canadian workers report
they need a vacation more today
than they’ve needed in four years.
54% of Canadians report they use
all their vacation days. They also
report feeling better about their
jobs when they return. Over one in
five Canadians - 22% - report
cancelling vacation plans due to
work. About one in seven (14%)
feel “guilty” about taking
vacations.

In another alarming trend, 49%
of Canadian employers report that
they expect workers to check in
periodically while on vacation.

(Source: Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives (CCPA);

Mercer survey - Employee
statutory and public holiday
entitlements)

Employees sit-in
at Oil Ministry

Employees from private oil
companies and the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Oil staged a sit-in Sept.
21 in front of the ministry to demand
implementation of law No. 28/1969,
which stipulates equality with their
counterparts in Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) and its
subsidiaries.

According to Chairman of the
Union of Private Oil Sector
Workers Salem Al-Ajmi, about
5,000 workers in private oil
companies sometimes have their
salaries delayed, and they face
excessive work loads. These
workers have no health insurance,
unlike their colleagues at KPC. The
Public Authority for Social
Security (PASS) does not
acknowledge their hard work, said
Al-Ajmi, and the ministry and KPC
refuse to listen to their demands.

These employees have been
deprived of their rights despite the
issuance of an official decree
stipulating equality among all
workers in the oil sector. Al-Ajmi
explained the sit-in was not aimed
at demanding a salary increment or
the ouster of the government; the
workers merely want the approval
of rights that they have been
deprived of for 42 years.

Al-Ajmi also revealed the union
has twice requested a meeting with
the minister, who does not respond.
Plans are underway to hold
massive protest actions in the
coming days if the demands are
not met. Workers in Ahmadi and
Al-Khafji, as well as those in the
drilling and production sites, will
participate in the demonstrations.

Ugandan women
demand equality

Female trade union leaders in
Uganda’s National Organisation
of Trade Unions (NOTU) have
called on employers to respect the
legal rights of workers, including
compensation, minimum wages,
employment standards, and
occupational safety. The Ugandan
Constitution of 1995 also
guarantees workers’ rights to join
trade unions of their choice to
promote and protect their economic
and social interests.

The chairperson of NOTU’s
women’s committee, Kim Agnes
Atwooki, told a recent  conference
in Kampala that since most strikes
affect female workers, especially
those in the teaching and health
sectors, trade union leaders must
intervene to help these workers.

The Member of Parliament for
workers, Rosemary Senabulya, told
the delegates that while increased
access to employment has
provided new economic and social
opportunities for poor women in
Uganda, the jobs they occupy
remain unregulated and unstable.
There is denial of their rights to
regular pay and indifference in
equal pay for equal work, as well as
unsafe and hazardous working
environment, including sexual
harassment by male counterparts.
She called upon employers to
observe core International Labor
Organization (ILO) conventions
that specifically provide for
working women’s rights,
especially on issues of maternity
protection.

The Secretary General of NOTU,
Peter Werikhe, pledged to support
women and encouraged more to
join trade unions and contest for
leadership positions.
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By W.T. Whitney, Jr.

U.S. children are threatened,
especially poor, Black, and
Hispanic children. Hazards mount
in tandem with child poverty, as
wealth ends up in fewer and fewer
hands. Capitalist rule makes
children victims of class war.

The Children’s Defense Fund’s
(CDF) report “The State of
America’s Children 2011" presents
data on child poverty, health and
educational outcome, juvenile
justice, family structure, housing,
and exposure to violence.

Findings are correlated with
children’s ethnic origins. That
emphasis takes on additional
meaning from the suggestion of
Vicente Navarro and others that
race often serves as proxy for
class.

Child poverty increased 28
percent between 2000 and 2009 -
10 percent between 2008 and 2009.
While one in 10 white children
were in poverty that year ($22,050
for a family of four), one in three
Black and Hispanic children were
poor. Of 15.5 million poor children
under age 18 - 20.7 percent of all
children - 11.9 percent were white,
35.7 percent Black; and 33.1
percent Hispanic. For children
under five, comparable figures
were 14.7 percent, 41.9 percent,
and 35 percent respectively. By
contrast, 8.9 percent of persons
over 65 were poor.

The CDF report relies upon
statistical associations between
poverty and race and harm done to
children. For example, the U.S.
infant mortality rate (IMR), the
number of babies dying during

Capit alism is bad for children

An estimated 180,000 students
and teachers marched on Sept. 22
in the Chilean capital, Santiago, in
the latest mass protest to demand
educational reform. The protest
movement - now in its fourth month
- is the biggest in Chile since the
return to democracy in 1990. The
government has promised some
reforms, but the students say they
do not go far enough.

The rally was the biggest in
several weeks. Some protesters
wore fancy dress or played musical
instruments as they marched
through Santiago.

Student leaders are demanding
wholesale reform of Chile’s
education system, which is deeply
unequal and desperately under-
funded. The system is sharply
divided between private and public
schools, an approach critics have

Student protest s escalate in Chile
labelled as “educational apartheid”.

The protesters want the central
government to take full control of
education and increase spending
on public schools. They also want
increased funding for universities,
including scholarships rather than
loans for poorer students, and an
end to profit in education.

President Sebastian Pinera has
promised limited reforms and
around $4 billion in extra funding.
But he categorically rejects calls
for  state control and free education.

Pinera addressed the issue in a
Sept. 22 speech to the UN General
Assembly in New York, promising
“quality education for everyone,
and free education for those who
require it.”

But student leaders say his
proposed reforms do not address
the fundamental problems of a

system set up during the 1973-
1990 military rule of Gen. Augusto
Pinochet.

Officially, Chile was first among
Latin American states in the
OECD’s 2009 rankings of
educational standards. But of the
65 countries in the rankings, Chile
placed 64th in terms of segregation
across social classes in its schools
and colleges. Only Peru has a more
socially divided system. Over half
the schools in Chile, and most of
the universities, are privately-run.

“The people understand that
the crisis in education is in fact a
crisis of the model installed under
the dictatorship. The protest is not
against today’s government, but
against the neo-liberal model,” said
Camila Vallejo, president of the
FECH (Student Federation of La
Universidad de Chile). ●

their first year out of 1000 births,
registered 6.75 in 2007 (the last
year for which finalized statistics
are available). The IMR for white
babies was 5.64; for Black infants,
13.24; for Hispanic babies, 5.71.
The United Nations reports the
U.S. IMR, averaged over five years,
ranked higher, i.e. less favourable,
than 45 other countries.

The U.S. percentage of low
birthweight babies has recently
doubled. Mothers of Black and
Hispanic babies are more than twice
as likely as white mothers to lack
basic prenatal care. Because of
discrimination and bureaucratic
hurdles, eligible Black and Hispanic
children go without health
insurance at rates almost three
times those of white children.

Children suffer from loss of their
mothers. Amnesty International
recently reported that the United
States ranks 41st in maternal
mortality, a measure of women
dying during pregnancy or shortly

thereafter. Between 1987 and 2006,
the U.S. rate doubled, from 6.6 to
13.3 deaths per 100,000 births. AI
blames discrimination, poverty,
and deficiencies in medical care.
The risk of African-American
women dying during childbirth is
four times that of white women.

Only 60 percent of Black and
Hispanic students graduate from
high school; 81 percent of white
students do. Almost 80 percent of
minority students function well
below grade level in reading and
math. Homeless preschool children
are up 43 percent over two years.
Black, Hispanic, and American
Indian youth make up two thirds of
those entering the juvenile justice
system.

In 2009, 80 percent of U.S.
families controlled only 12.8
percent of all private wealth, down
from 18.7 percent in 1983. By

contrast, a mere one percent of
households owned 35.6 percent of
private wealth, the result in part of
a 281 percent income hike between
1979 and 2007. Down the ladder, 19
percent of families controlled 51.6
percent of non-institutional net
worth. In 2007, white families
claimed $143,000 in median net
worth; Black households $9300;
and Hispanic families $9100.

The wealthy run the show.
Citing admittedly non-exact data,
The Center for Responsive Politics
reports in 2009 that 79 of 100 sen-
ators and 229 of 435 representa-
tives were millionaires. Pres. Obama
was worth $4.96 million, Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton, $31.24
million. The average senator’s 2008
net worth was $13.99 million, that
of House members, $4.67 million.

What, one asks, is the U.S.
government doing about a
humanitarian crisis? In 2009, U.S.
births totaled 4.1 million, with 26,531
infant deaths. If families then could
have benefited from Cuba’s IMR -
5.0 that year, 4.5 currently - 20,100
babies would have died and 6431
babies would have lived. In 2009,
609,552 African American babies
were born, of whom 8,356 died.
Had Cuban standards for infant
survival prevailed, 3,045 would
have died and 5331 would have
lived. That’s an annual loss
matching multiple Twin Tower
disasters. The totality of grief and
hardship afflicting U.S. children
extends, of course, beyond these
dramatic numbers.

U.S. rulers look to the future,

but not to a future for children,
which depends entirely on thriving
in the here and now. They would
fight wars without end, free
grandchildren of government debt,
educate to compete, keep seniors
from freeloading, and they speak
of jobs. They quashed the idea of
universal health care. Too bad:
some of the babies and mothers
would have survived. Instead,
millionaires and their hangers-on
shore up the military industrial
complex and subject working
people to fear and divisions.

With children under siege and
many of them dying preventable
deaths, the time for action and
organization is now. Marxists,
experienced in the history of class
conflict, are surely fit to educate
and lead in this struggle and many
others. Socialists, including self-
proclaimed Marxists, need no
longer to wait around to be admitted
into establishment circles, or for
stages of struggle to evolve. They
should break off from capitalist
power brokers and an ideology of
greed. Victims cry out.

A leading option for socialists
is independent political action,
initially education and agitation.
Struggle for the children is one of
many inviting scenarios. The fate
of children teaches about the
realities of class antagonism.
Fighting for their survival becomes
a crash course on combativeness.
Inquiry into and advocacy for
programs serving children’s needs
prepares socialists for the time of
assuming responsibilities. ●

British PM slammed for war-
mongering at United Nations
David Cameron was branded a warmonger on Sept. 23 for advising

the United Nations to embrace NATO-style military interventions to
rid the world of “oppressive” governments. Revelling in his “victory”
in Libya, the Prime Minister said that the international community
needed to use a combination of military action or “hard power” and
“soft power” like diplomacy and financial aid.

Singling out Yemen and Syria, Cameron told the UN General
Assembly in New York: “It is time for the members of the security
council to act.”  But though he praised - and took credit for - the
changes sweeping the Arab world, Cameron refused support for
Palestinians’ bid for statehood.

UK Stop the War Coalition vice-chair Chris Nineham branded
Cameron’s comments as at best “rank hypocrisy” and at worst
committing Britain to the so-called war on terror.

“Cameron’s talk of being tough on tyrants is laughable when only
recently he was touring the world selling arms to some of the worst
offenders including Saudi Arabia,” said Nineham. “His commitment
to becoming a full-on interventionist is one more reason to ensure that
the 10th anniversary of the Afghan war and the start of the ‘war on
terror’ is market by a massive turnout in London’s Trafalgar Square
on Saturday October 8.”

Communist Party of Britain general secretary Rob Griffiths said that
Cameron’s “warmongering enthusiasm completely undermines the
founding charter of the UN and spells endless wars against the
peoples of the Third World.”

(From the Morning Star online) ●

Demonstrators at the Sept. 22 student march in Santiago



10  •  PEOPLE’S VOICE  •  OCTOBER 1-15, 2011

By Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally BrookerBy Wally Brooker

Celebrating Woody’s centennial
Preparations are underway for the celebration of legendary

troubadour Woody Guthrie’s centennial in 2012. The great folksinger
died of Huntington’s Disease in 1967, leaving an indelible mark on
generations of musicians and activists. A host of concerts, programs
and special events are being planned by the Grammy Museum, in
partnership with the Woody Guthrie Archive and the Guthrie family.
The first of many events leading up to the centennial is the September
release of Note of Hope, an album conceived by Woody’s daughter
Nora and produced by Grammy award-winning bassist Rob Wasserman.
Note of Hope features unpublished writings of Woody Guthrie, set to
music by a stellar cast of performers including Jackson Browne, Ani
DiFranco, Nellie McKay, Lou Reed and Pete Seeger. The first official
Canadian event to celebrate the Guthrie centennial takes place in
Markham, Ontario on Oct. 2 with (appropriately enough) Jerry Gray
and the Travellers. For more info: www.woody100.com.

Bagpipes and guitars in Wisconsin
Musician-activist Tom Morello, co-founder of Rage Against the

Machine, was treated to a hero’s welcome by the bagpipers of Fire
Fighters Local 311 when he returned to Madison for a Labour Day show
last month. In February, Morello inspired tens of thousands with his
appearance in front of the Wisconsin state legislature. The militant
rocker was one of the first nationally-known performers to join the
protest against right-wing extremist governor Scott Walker. The fire
fighters’ bagpipers were there too, defending labour rights and local
democracy. Morello’s new album World-Wide Rebel Songs celebrates
contemporary street protests from Madison to Cairo. Proceeds go to
non-profit media that expose corporate abuse and highlight union
struggles. His “Justice Tour” travels this fall to the battleground states
of Ohio and Michigan. For more info: http://nightwatchmanmusic.com/
.

Palestine solidarity update
There are always new initiatives to report about musicians acting

in solidarity with Palestine. This month we have two noteworthy
items. The first involves klezmer music, a genre with roots in the
Jewish ghettos of Eastern Europe. Its popularity has surged in recent
decades, so it’s encouraging to learn about the compilation album
Klezmer Musicians Against the Wall. Most of the bands included
are American, but there are also a few from Germany and Israel/UK
in the mix. Proceeds go to two worthy initiatives supporting Palestinian
children. It’s available at iTunes. Learn more at http://kmaw.net. Our
second item concerns a young New Orleans group called Tuba
Skinny. This talented traditional jazz band was scheduled to play at
the Red Sea Jazz Festival August 21st. When asked to cancel by the
Israeli group Boycott From Within, members of the band discussed
the information they’d received and promptly cancelled their show.
Read their impressive statement at http://electronicintifada.net.

Growing call to boycott Fender
Fender Musical Instruments, the world’s largest guitar

manufacturer, is under criticism for its outsourcing of sweatshop
labour and its de facto support of Arizona’s anti-immigrant law SB
1070. Fender has its headquarters in Arizona, which has legislated
a climate of fear among Latino families, causing many to flee the state.
The racist legislation has prompted an international boycott, but
Fender has refused to speak out against it. Moreover, the company
continues to defy an international boycott of Cort Guitars, the anti-
union South Korean instrument manufacturer which supplies them
with parts. Dozens of prominent musicians (e.g. M.I.A., Kanye West,
Steve Earle, Ry Cooder) have signed on to the boycott of Arizona
thanks to the efforts of The Sound Strike, a coalition of artists
founded by rock musician Zack de la Rocha. For more info visit http:/
/thesoundstrike.info and http://cortaction.wordpress.com.

El Sistema comes to Canada
Venezuela’s celebrated music education program El Sistema is

coming to Canada. Founded in the 1970s and taking off under the
enthusiastic patronage of the Hugo Chavez administration, the
program encompasses 125 youth orchestras. More impressive is the
fact that of the 350,000 children enrolled in its programs, 90% are from
poor socio-economic backgrounds. The social and cultural benefits
of El Sistema are so convincing that the model is being adopted in
other countries. Toronto philanthropist Robert Eisenberg and
violinist-educator David Visentin officially launched Sistema-Toronto
in the west-end Parkdale neighbourhood in September. Other
programs now underway in Ottawa and New Brunswick. When
founder José Antonio Abreu and his famous student, conductor
Gustavo Dudamel, arrive in Toronto this month to be feted by the
Glenn Gould Foundation, the prospects for music education in
Toronto should get pretty interesting. But it remains to be seen if El
Sistema can deliver results as spectacular as in Venezuela, where the
ministry of social services covers 90% of its operating expenses. For
more info: http://sistema-toronto.ca/.

Organizers of the 3rd
international Festival of Poetry of
Resistance (IFPOR) are putting
together a “dramatic, inspiring,
insightful, diverse” programme for
the weekend of Oct. 14-16 in
Toronto. This year’s Festival is
“dedicated to oppressed people
everywhere.” In 2009, IFPOR
focused on freedom for the Cuban
Five and in 2010, on self-
determination of peoples.

IFPOR views poetry as a
source of delight, but also as
a weapon for liberation, as it
was used by Nazim Hikmet,
Pablo Neruda, Ho Chi Minh,
Jose Marti, Vladimir
Mayakovsky and so many
others around the world. The
Festival aims to cross borders
and cultures to unite in our
struggles for a more just
world for all.

All events of the Festival
are free of charge to the public
except for the opening. There
are no registration fees, but a
donation of $15 is requested
for an admission ticket, which
includes all events plus dinner on
Friday, October 14, at the
Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecil Street.

Starting at 5 pm, the opening
will include a First Nations
smudging ceremony, the launch of
Volume One, IFPOR Anthology-
2011, and an art exhibit and silent
auction featuring the cartoons of
Gerardo Hernandez, one of the
Cuban Five. The after-dinner
programme will feature speakers
including Cuba’s Ambassador to

Canada, Teresita Vicente
Sotolongo, and Nicaragua’s
Ambassador to the United States,
Francisco Campbell, followed by
an evening of poetry, dance and
musical performances.

The next day, Sat., Oct. 15, will
begin at 10 am with an all-Spanish
morning session of poetry and
music at the 519 Community Centre,

519 Church Street. Hosted by
Carlos Angulo Rivas and José
Gonzalez, performers include
Constanza Duran, José Castro
Pozo, Jorge Etcheverry, Nina
LaPorta, Jose Gonzalez, Marco
Castillo, Carlos Angulo Rivas,
David Palmer, Katharine Beeman,
Ardis
Harriman, James Cockcroft, Jesus
and Emmanuel Maya, “Los Santos
Innocentes”, and an open mic.

After lunch, participants will

head to Beit Zatoun, 612 Markham
St., for a presentation of English
and Arabic poetry and music, and
a panel on the Middle East with a
focus on Palestine. Dinner
(individual bills) will follow at the
Southern Accent Restaurant, 595
Markham St., with an open mic
hosted by Charles Roach.

Sunday morning, Oct. 16, kicks
off at 10 am with a novice
poets session at the
Steelworkers Hall, including
Beatriz Santiago, Nery
Quinteros, Juana Suarez,
members of the poetry
workshop, Elizabeth Hill, Lisa
Makarchuk.

From 11 until 12, an
informal meeting of IFPOR
participants will draft a
Declaration on behalf of the
Festival. After lunch, an
afternoon panel will discuss
new developments in Cuba,
Egypt, Pakistan and
Venezuela, followed by more
musical and poetry
presentations, and a final
plenary to adopt the

Declaration.
IFPOR will wrap up with a light

dinner and a farewell evening with
more poets and musicians.

Cheques in advance made out
to the International Festival of
Poetry of Resistance can be sent c/
o Lisa Makarchuk, IFPOR, 33
Harbour Square, #409, Toronto,
ON, M5J 2G2.

For more information, visit
www.poetryofresistance.org, or
call 416-551-5144. ●

PV Vancouver Bureau

On July 7, after a long delay, the
so-called “Canadian Parliamentary
Coalition to Combat Antisemitism”
(CPCCA) released the report of its
inquiry. Canadians for Justice and
Peace in the Middle East (CJPME)
has issued a detailed critique of
“grave misrepresentations” by the
CPCCA, which includes
Conservative, Liberal and NDP
MPs, but is not an official
Parliamentary group.

The CPCCA Report argues that
antisemitism is on the rise, both in
Canadian society generally, and
particularly on campuses. But after
a review of the testimony, the
CJPME found that most of the
senior Canadian law enforcement
officials who appeared before the
inquiry stated that antisemitism in
their respective provinces and
cities was either not on the rise, or
had in fact dropped.

All 12 university administrators
who appeared before the Inquiry
testified that antisemitism was not
a problem on their campuses. Yet
such testimony was ignored or
even distorted in the Report to
make it appear as if the opposite
was the case.

“It is upsetting and unethical
that the CPCCA’s Report
essentially ignored the most
authoritative testimony presented
to it,” said CJPME director, Thomas

Flawed CPCCA report pushes
ban on criticism of Israel

Woodley. “In general, the work of
the Inquiry does not seem credible,
as it sought to highlight only those
voices which supported its
premises, while ignoring all
contrary voices.”

Although the Inquiry claimed to
have received 200 written
submissions, less than half of those
are acknowledged in the Report, or
on the CPCCA website. At least one

Panel member refused to put her
name on the report; Liberal MP Joyce
Murray told Embassy Magazine that
CPCCA members were never brought
together to discuss the Report or
consider revisions.

The CPCCA decided to hear
from selected persons and groups,
mainly representing pro-Israel
organizations. Groups and
individuals who challenged the
assumptions of the CPCCA were,
in the main, excluded from the
Inquiry, and the Report refuses to
acknowledge their submissions.

As the CPJME notes, “the
principal aim of the CPCCA,
apparent from its initial news
releases, comments made by
members of the Inquiry Panel
throughout its hearings, and in its
final Report, is to widen the
definition of antisemitism to include
criticism of Israeli government
practices and policies, particularly
those that have come to be labelled
`Israeli Apartheid’”.

The key recommendation of the
Report is that Canada should adopt
the European Union Monitoring
Centre on Racism and Xenophobia
(“EUMC”) Working Definition of
Antisemitism. As the CPJME says,
“This definition, drafted in 2005,
has no official status; has been
adopted by no government and
was, in fact, drafted by a prominent
member of an extremist pro-Israel
lobby group, the American Jewish
Agency.” Such a definition would
effectively outlaw almost any
criticism of Israel in Canada.

This appears to be the direction
of the Harper Tory government.
Federal cabinet ministers John
Baird and Jason Kenney recently
signed the Ottawa Protocol on
Combating Antisemitism, one of
the steps suggested by the CPCCA
report. Legislation relating to
criticism of Israel is also expected
by the CPJME and other groups
which have been active in defense
of free speech. ●

Defend
Free

Speech!
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As part of a People’s Voice
tribute to this year’s 90th
anniversary of the Communist
Party of Canada, this is a brief
sketch of the unique lives of
William (Bill) and Mary Kardash,
long-time elected officials in
Winnipeg, who combined electoral
and extra-parliamentary struggles
for a better world for over seven
decades.

Born in 1912 in Hafford,
Saskatchewan, Bill Kardash joined
the Communist Party during the
terrible years of the Great
Depression. This area, north of
Saskatoon and east of the
Battlefords, was a hotbed of radical
activity, and Kardash became an
organizer for the left-wing Farmers’
Unity League.

With the outbreak of the Spanish
Civil War in 1936, he joined the
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion,
serving in the tank corps of the
anti-fascist International Brigades.
Wounded at the battle of Fuentes
de Ebro (October 1937), Kardash
lost a leg and returned to Canada.
Back home he began a speaking
tour to build solidarity with
Republican Spain.

Touring the prairies at the same
time was Mary Kostaniuk, on behalf
of the Ukrainian Labour-Farmer
Temple Association, the left-wing
organization in the Ukrainian-
Canadian community. The paths
of the two sometimes crossed, and
on occasion Mary’s meetings were
cancelled due to the tremendous
interest in Kardash’s tour. But they
never met until both were in
Winnipeg, in the spring of 1939.
Later they joked about “who had
chased whom” across the country!
They married in March 1940, and
had two children, Ted and Nancy.

In that period, Manitoba
combined single-member rural
constituencies with multi-member
urban ridings. Using a transferable
vote system, Winnipeg voters
elected ten MLAs in 1941,
including Bill Kardash, on the ballot
as a Workers Party candidate, since
the CPC was banned. He was re-
elected in 1945 for the Labour
Progressive Party, as the
Communist Party was renamed to
function legally. Kardash was
victorious again in 1949 and 1953,
campaigns in which Winnipeg

CPC

90
“They fought tirelessly

for working people”
North elected four MLAs. In 1953,
he had the first-ballot support of
over 18% of the riding’s voters.

Then Manitoba moved to a
single-member first-past-the-post
system for all ridings, and
boundaries were manipulated in
Winnipeg to split up Kardash’s
support. Running in the Burrows
riding, he took 22% of the total, but
finished second to the CCF
candidate.

During his 17 years as a
Communist MLA, Bill Kardash was
a determined and relentless fighter
for the interests of the working
class in Winnipeg and
internationally. When U.S.
imperialism turned up the Cold War
heat, he never flinched in his
advocacy of socialism and world
peace.

One episode from 1947
illustrates the tenor of Cold War
politics. Berry Richards, a radical
CCF MLA who was once
suspended from his party for
urging a coalition with other left-
wing parties, rose in the Legislature
to warn that “Canada is being
sucked into United States’ ...
militarism and is in grave danger of
losing her sovereignty.” Noting
that a US plane had been “stunting”
only 60 feet over houses in The
Pas, he demanded that American
troops at the Fort Churchill military
base be forced to leave. A few days
later, Bill Kardash seconded the
motion. The daily Winnipeg
Tribune asked where Richards and
Kardash were getting their ideas.
“Maybe,” wrote the Tribune, “it’s
something they ate - probably
caviar.”

An MLA salary in those days
was not enough to support a family,
and Bill Kardash also worked at the
People’s Co-op Dairy, serving as
general manager from 1948 until
1982 when he retired. Throughout
his life, he remained active in the
Ukrainian community and in
campaigns for peace and on behalf
of veterans of the Mackenzie-
Papineau Battalion.

Born in Winnipeg in 1913, Mary
Kardash was equally involved in
progressive movements and
struggles, particularly the
Association of United Ukrainian
Canadians, and the Congress of
Canadian Women, affiliated to the

Women’s International
Democratic Federation.

During the post-war years,
Communists were a leading force
in Winnipeg’s Labour Election
Committee (LEC), which ran
progressive candidates for city
council and school board. Many
LEC candidates were elected,
including communists such as
Andrew Bileski and Joe Zuken.

In 1950, Mary Kardash ran her
first campaign for School Board,
trying several times until winning
in 1960. She was re-elected until
1970, and then again from 1977 to
1986, topping the polls three times.
As a school trustee, Mary was a
tireless fighter for a high-quality
education for all children,
especially those from low-income
families. She was on the cutting
edge of struggles for school
breakfast programs, better child
care, and many other reforms. Her
efforts focused particularly on
working with Aboriginal groups to
tackle the poverty faced by
thousands of Aboriginal children
in Winnipeg. The St. Cross Child
Care Centre of Winnipeg was
renamed the Mary Kardash Child
Care Centre in her honour in 1995.

One of the final political
contributions of this remarkable
couple came in the early 1990s,
when the Communist Party of
Canada faced an attempt by the
leadership of that time to liquidate
the Party. Bill and Mary stood by
their comrades across the country,
successfully resisting this attack
and then helping to begin
rebuilding the Party in Winnipeg.

Even political rivals of the
Kardash’s had to acknowledge
their huge contributions to the
lives of working people in
Winnipeg. One was MLA (and
later Manitoba Premier) Gary Doer,
who expressed his condolences
in the Legislature when Bill
Kardash died in 1997: “Truly, it
can be said that Mary and Bill
were political and social powers in
the north end of Winnipeg, people
that fought tirelessly for working
people and their families.
Together, whether it was on the
school boards through Mary, or
Bill in this Legislature, they fought
on behalf of poor people every
hour of the day.” ●

Who are the real terrorists? That
crucial question is the focus of the
latest documentary from Emmy-
winning director Saul Landau and
Oscar-winning cinematographer
Haskell Wexler. Will the Real
Terrorist Please Stand Up? makes
its Canadian debut with three
screenings at the Vancouver Film
Festival this month. The film is co-
sponsored by the Canadian-
Cuban Friendship Association of
Vancouver.

Will the Real Terrorist Please
Stand Up? tells the story of five
decades of U.S. terrorism against
the Cuban people, and of the five
Cuban anti-terrorists unjustly
locked in U.S. jails for twelve years.
Interview subjects include
renowned terrorists Luis Posada
Carriles, Orlando Bosch, José
Basulto and others, who freely walk
on the streets of Miami, protected

CCFA co-sponsors new Landau film
by the U.S. government.
Participants in the Bay of Pigs
invasion appear on camera to boast
of or re-evaluate their activities
over the years.

The 81-minute film features
Danny Glover, Cuba’s top counter
spy and even Fidel Castro himself
(filmed recently), combined with
fascinating archival footage and a
rare interview from prison with one
of the Cuban Five.

The producer of over forty films,
Landau has received numerous
awards, including an Emmy with
Jack Willis for Paul Jacobs and
the Nuclear Gang, the Letelier-
Moffitt Human Rights Award, the
George Polk Award for
Investigative Reporting, the First
Amendment Award, and the
Bernardo O’Higgins award from
the Chilean government for his
human rights work.

Landau will be present for Q&A
sessions at the first two screenings,
on Wed., Oct. 5, 6:40 pm, and again
on Friday, Oct. 7, 3:00 pm, both at
the Empire Granville 7 Theatre #4.
The final screening will be on
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 1:30 pm, at the
Pacific Cinematheque.

Full information on ticket
purchases and about the Festival
can be found at www.viff.org/
festival. ●

Michael Parenti
coming to S. Ont ario
Popular Marxist author Michael Parenti will speak at several events

in southern Ontario in early November, including Toronto on Nov. 1,
followed by Guelph on Nov. 2, and finally in Hamilton on Nov. 3. Details
will be announced shortly. The talks will be based on Parenti’s new book,
The Face of Imperialism (Paradigm Publishers, 2011).

As John Gerassi (author of Great Fear in Latin America) writes,
“Parenti’s The Face of Imperialism is by far the best and boldest of all
his formidable work. It
meticulously exposes the
disastrous consequences of the
greed of multinational (mostly U.S.)
corporations, and it documents
how and why they control our
government, which claims to foster
democracy but systematically
supports the dictatorships that
cater to the profit motives of those
corporations.”

Parenti’s tour is co-sponsored
by People’s Voice, the Young
Communist League, and other
progressive groups. For
information on location and
times, see our Oct. 16-31 issue, or
contact the PV Ontario Bureau, te.
416-469-2446. ●

  Vancouver, BC
COPE Election Office,  now
open at 585 E. Broadway. To
volunteer for the campaign, drop
in or call 604-255-0400.
People’s Co-op Books AGM,
Friday, Sept. 30, 7 pm. For
membership and info, visit the
store, 1391 Commercial Drive.
Will The Real Terrorist Please
Stand Up?,  Saul Landau’s new
film (see this page for details),
Wed., Oct. 5, 6:40 pm and Fri.,
Oct 7, 3:00 pm at Empire
Granville 7 Theatre; Tue., Oct
11, 1:30 pm at Pacific
Cinematheque (1130 Howe).
Sponsored by Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association.
Left Film Night,  7 pm, Sun.,
Oct. 30, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Dr. Free
admission, call 604-255-2041
for details, or see our next issue
for information.

  Saskatoon, SK
Indigenous Young Women:
Speaking our Truths,  Nov. 18-
21 conference. Info: 1-888-948-
1112 or Natasha@girls-
actionfoundation.ca, or google
“Girls Action Foundation”.

  Ottawa, ON
David Rovics concert ,
University of Ottawa Alumni
Auditorium, Sunday, Oct. 2, 7
pm. Tickets $10-$20 sliding
scale, proceeds to Canadian
Boat to Gaza. For info email
Larry at cpccarleton@yahoo.ca.
Co-sponsored by Rosa
Luxembourg and Carleton
University CPC clubs, Young
Communist League, Students
for Palestinian Human Rights

(U of Ottawa), Students Against
Israeli Apartheid (Carleton U),
Independent Jewish Voices,
Exile, and others.

  Toronto, ON
3rd Annual International
Festival of Poetry of
Resistance, opening dinner and
programme Friday, Oct. 14, 5
pm, Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecil
St. For info on full weekend of
events, see story on page 10.
Michael Parenti forum, hear
the author of The Face of
Imperialism, Tue., Nov. 1, time
and place TBA. Parenti will also
speak in Guelph (Nov. 2) and
Hamilton (Nov. 3). For details,
contact PV Ontario Bureau, 416-
469-2446.

  St. Catharines, ON
What are our real choices?,
forum with Saleh Waziruddin
(Communist candidate in St.
Catharines) and Liz Rowley
(Ontario CP leader), Sat., Oct.
1, 2 pm, St. Catharines Library
Bankers Room, 54 Church St.

  Brampton, ON
Meet the candidate, discuss
the politics,  with Brampton-
Springdale Communist
candidate Liz Rowley, Sunday,
Oct. 2, 2 pm, Soccer Centre
Community Room 2, 1495
Sandalwood Parkway East. Call
416-469-2446 for info.

  Montreal, QC
Palestinians And Jews
United,  boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT”, 3941 St-
Denis Street.
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Special report to the
Central Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, Aug. 27-28, 2011

The defeat of the Bloc
Québecois in the federal election
has lit a powder
keg within the Parti
Québecois and the
s o v e r e i g n t y
movement. The
broad consensus
around the strategy
of “sovereignty
g o v e r n a n c e ”
proposed by PQ
leader Pauline
Marois and adopted at the PQ
convention in April 2011 has now
evaporated. This current crisis,
which has in fact been brewing
below the surface ever since the
sovereignty camp’s defeat in the
1995 referendum, burst into the
open with the resignation of five
PQ MNAs in early June, barely a
month after the federal election.
These resignations immediately
provoked, both within and outside
the PQ, a protest movement against
the strategy endorsed by the
convention.

This strategy, similar to the one
adopted by PQ under the
leadership of Pierre-Marc Johnson
in the mid-80s, is to gradually
repatriate powers from Ottawa to
Québec, while deferring
indefinitely a new referendum on
Québec independence, the raison
d’etre of the party. This strategy
is actually a compromise to prevent
the party from being torn between
its two main trends, ensuring that
both remain at the head of the
sovereignty movement if and
when it forms a provincial
government. To accomplish this,
the PQ must adopt policies capable
of winning the support of the
bourgeoisie.

Meanwhile, the Coalition for
the Future of Québec created
earlier this year by two capitalists,
former PQ minister Francois
Legault and a former Liberal
adviser, Charles Sirois, is
recruiting heavily in the ranks of
the PQ and is becoming a serious
threat. Polls show that this
coalition, which for the most part
is associated with the line put
forward by former Premier Lucien
Bouchard in his 2005 “lucid”

manifesto, could well sweep
Québec in the next election if it
turns itself into a political party.
The PQ would be relegated to
third place behind the completely
discredited Liberals.

This Coalition reflects the

views of the big bourgeoisie in
Québec and has won the open
support of some of its most
important elements, such as the
Lemaire family (Paper-Cascade),
Marcel Dutil (Canam-Manac) and
Jean Coutu (pharmacies) as well
as others - most of the same
elements which in the past had
also supported the rise of the ADQ.
It is further supported by several
forces from the far-right, as Eric
Caire, who had run for the ADQ
leadership on the platform that
the ADQ was not far enough to
the right.

Like the “lucid” Lucien
Bouchard, the Coalition proposes
to ̀ table’ the national question for
at least the next ten years. The real
reason for this strategy is that the
bourgeoisie wants to prioritize the
“class struggle” against the
working class and its interests.
This desire is reinforced by the
economic crisis.

Indeed, the program it offers of
dismantling the so-called “Québec
model” of social benefits is not
conducive to establishing the
necessary collaboration of classes
required for the realization of the
sovereignty of Québec. In addition,
the Coalition believes that the
slogan of sovereignty undermines
the unity of the Québec
bourgeoisie itself, unity which is
needed to fight the working class
and popular forces. Finally, the
bourgeoisie needs a new political
vehicle because the current
Charest Liberal government is so
discredited.

On the other hand, the so-called
“hardcore” separatists, including
many elements outside the PQ,
see this crisis as an opportunity

to strengthen their position within
the sovereignty movement and
remove the monopoly of its PQ
leadership. For example, a New
Movement for Québec (NMQ) has
just been created at an August 21
gathering of separatist forces. 450

people attended,
including three
resigned PQ
members, other
former PQ deputies,
representatives of
SPQ libre, etc. Other
elements outside the
PQ, such as former
FLQ members,
representatives of

the Québec Network of Strength
(QPP) and members of Québec
Solidaire also participated. Other
groups are also involved in public
debate for a spot at the helm of the
movement, like the new
Independence Party, Gilbert
Paquette, a former PQ member who
in 2007 launched a movement
called “Focus on Independence”,
Option Québec, the new party led
by Jean-Martin Aussant [another
PQ MNA who resigned in June;
this party was formally launched
on Sept. 20 as Option Nationale],
and even André Parizeau and his
nationalist group.

Their positions largely reflect
the view of a petty bourgeoisie
eager to maintain class
collaboration to achieve
sovereignty at the earliest

Quebec sovereignty movement faces crisis
possible date. They strongly
criticize Legault for his “betrayal”
of the sovereignty cause, and the
PQ due to its inconsistency in its
promotion. One proposal that
receives a lot of support among
this group is “the convening of
the Estates General of the
sovereignty movement” where all
the separatist forces, including
the PQ, would be required to
negotiate the terms of a new
strategic alliance. The PQ
immediately rejected this proposal

April 17, 2011 - Parti Québecois leader Pauline Marois wins a
93% confidence vote at the PQ convention, while Bloc Québecois
leader Gilles Duceppe still expects to keep most of his party’s
seats in Parliament. Just a few months later, Marois is in deep
political trouble, and Duceppe has resigned following the Bloc's
stunning federal election losses.

?

The Coalition for the Future of Quebec created
earlier this year by two capitalists, former PQ
minister Francois Legault and a former Liberal
adviser, Charles Sirois, is recruiting heavily in the
ranks of the PQ and is becoming a serious threat...
The Coalition believes that the slogan of sovereignty
undermines the unity of the Quebec bourgeoisie
itself, unity which is needed to fight the working
class and popular forces...

stating that it alone must define
such guidelines.

The PQ says that “the new
movement for Québec” is
“populated by” a lot of extremists
and radicals” and is therefore
reluctant to join it in any way
whatsoever.

This crisis is certainly the worst
experienced by the PQ and
threatens its very existence. It
could result in a significant
redeployment of political forces in
Québec.

More than 1,000 people
gathered on Parliament Hill on Sept.
26 to warn the Harper government
that the destruction caused by the
tar sands to the First Nations, the
climate and water must stop. Some
200 people prepared to peacefully
cross a police barricade in front of
the Centre Block in an attempt to
take this message to the House of
Commons.

The action was launched with a
powerful rally led by First Nations
leaders, CEP president Dave Coles,
Tony Clarke of the Polaris Institute,
and other speakers. Council of
Canadians chairperson Maude
Barlow told the crowd assembled
on the Hill that the Harper
government is violating the law -

Barlow among 180 arrested in T ar Sands protest
notably, the Fisheries Act, the
human right to water, the rights of
nature, and the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Shortly after, Barlow was
arrested as part of the first wave of
activists to pass over the fence.

Key movement allies - including
Dave Coles, Tony Clarke, Graham
Saul of the Climate Action Network,
and George Poitras (former chief of
the Mikisew Cree First Nation),

were also arrested as they passed
over a police fence.

Council of Canadians Board
members Fred Wilson and Abdul
Pirani, staff member Mark
Calzavara, and several COC
activists were among the 180
arrested throughout the day.

At press time, those released
were charged with trespass (a $75
fine), and are not allowed to return
to Parliament Hill for a year.

Mikisew Cree First Nation member George Poitras: "The
tarsands have been mined, primarily open-pit, for the past 40
years in what is known as the traditional lands of many Treaty
6 and Treaty 8 First Nations. The total tarsands deposit, the
size of England, is the second largest oil deposit in the world,
second to Saudi Arabia. Only 3% of the total deposit has been
mined in the past 40 years and Dr. David Schindler, a world
renowned water expert, proved last year that there has been
virtually no monitoring of what has also been characterized the
largest industrial project in the world. A claim that the local
Indigenous peoples have made for decades with proof of
deformed fish, observation of poor water quality, receding water
levels, impacts to animal health, and more recently in Fort
Chipewyan, an increase in rare and aggressive cancers... I will
be in Ottawa on Sept. 26 to oppose the approval of the Keystone
XL Pipeline because an approval means an expansion of
production of tarsands by a million barrels a day, further
exacerbating local Indigenous peoples grave concerns about
the development of the tarsands.

The arrest of Maude Barlow on Parliament Hill.


