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COPE campaign 8 Capitalism vs. kids

The biggest nomination meeting in Global Iabour The social and economic syste

this fall'sVancouver election was known as capitalism is deadly
held Sept. 18 by the Coalition of In country after countryworkers face for the children of the world -
Progressive Electors. Now the similar problems and struggles. Check even in the United States of
campaign to re-eledtision/ out reports from Egypt, Greece, America, the heartland of
COPE majorities is underway France, Fiji, Kuwait, and more.... imperialism and private profit.
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Why it’ s import ant to protest Cheney’ s visit

The fall book-signing season“look forward, not backward” to
took a strange turn when accusequstify their failure to prosecute
war criminal Dick Cheney was Cheney and other criminals fro
invited to speak to a $500 dinnerthe Bush administration. But
held by the Le Bon Mot Book Clublooking backward honestly and
at the upper-crust Vancouverfully is the very basis of law, of |&
Club. The city’'s broad-basedjustice, and of a self-respecting
peace coalition, StopWar, quicklysociety. Therefore we also seek t
called a news conference and &old Cheney accountable becaus
rally to protest the visit by the it will help the fight for a more just
former U.S. Vice-President. society in the United States.

Atthe Sept. 23 news conference, In our effort to hold Cheney to
Vancouver Kingsway NDP MP accountand have him arrested fo
Don Davies, the official opposition war crimes, the peace moveme
critic for immigration, demanded wishes to address a few differenf
that Immigration Minister Jason audiences: -

founder of your book club, Leah
Costello, is an active member of the
West Vancouver Electoral District
Association of the Conservative
Party of Canada. We feel that the
local Conservatives and indeed
the governing party in Canada
should be made to answer serious
guestions about their hosting and
welcoming Dick Cheney. Is Dick
Cheney afigure that Conservatives
in Canada are proud to host?
Perhaps he is, but that should
concern us all.

To all elected officials in
Vancouver, at the provincial level

Kenney bar Cheney First, to Dick and at the federal level: Canadian
from entering Cheney, we say: law s clear, and international law is
Canada. Three day rad | Cal Rethink your visit clear. You have aresponsibility to
later, hundreds to Vancouver. angry demonstrators blocked both main entrances to the actand to bar Cheney or - better

turned out at the
Vancouver Club,
chanting “arrest - in the 1980s we To our fellow citizens of
Cheney”  and had hundreds of youto make your first trip outside T the organizers of this bookvancouver: Let's not quietly allow
blocking entry for many of the thousands marching againsbf the United States on this bookclub event: you call yourselves “lethis city and this country to
ultra-rich guests. nuclear weapons, and in the leadour. People here are steadfast iRon mot” book club, but there ishecome a safe haven for war

The following commentary fromup to the Iraq war we had monthlytheir opposition to war and torture,nothing witty aboutyournamee  criminals. Let's not quietly allow
Rabble.ca on the Cheney visit isnarches of tens of thousands oéind to demanding that you aremot justefor your honoured guest Cheney to waltz into town to have
by protest spokesperson Derrickpeople. Thisis not a wise place fomrrested for war crimes. is criminal. We know that the his book evente
O’Keefe, who is co-chair of
StopWar and a member of the
Canadian Peace Alliance
executive.

Dick Cheney is a war criminal.
We intend to organize a “welcome”
for him here in Vancouver befitting
apersonwithsucharecord. We d
this not just for catharsis or out of
our own anger at the policies tha
Cheney carried out while he was ir
power with the Bush
administration, but also we do this
out of a sense of responsibility to
international law and historical
justice.

An injury to one is truly an
injury to all. That is a slogan that
motivates our actions here in
Vancouver in protesting Cheney’s
upcoming presence. And Chene)
has caused significant injuries, tc
say the least. His record includes
hundreds of thousands dead in a
illegal war in Iraq, and countless
thousands tortured.

A familiar talking point of the
currentU.S. administration tells us

yet, lwould say - to arrest him here

This really is not yancouver Club on Sept. 26. (Photo: K. Cariou) )
in Canada.

your kind of town

voices...

"Deferring cuts is not Stopping them” SISterS |n Splrlt VIC]I| |OCat|0nS

At the PV deadline on Sept. hopes to sneak them through ata Eachyearon October 4th, communities across Canada come together
26, a “Stop the Cuts Network” later time in an attempt to salvage t honour the missng and murdered Aboriginal women and girls, and to
event at Toronto City Hall hisplummetingapprovalratings.” "emember the lives of sisters, daugthers, mothers and grandmothers
warned that deferring the cutsis  Added Aman Sium of the {ragicallytakenfromus. (Seethe Sept. 16-30issue of PV for background).
not the same as stopping them Parkdale Committee to Stop the About40 Sisters in Spirit Vigils have been confirmed across Canada

Recent opinion polls have Cuts, ‘We've already seen user- for Tuesday. Oct. 4. For details on the nearest Vigil, visit the website
shown a huge drop in support feesimplementedinthe community WWw.nwac.ca/programs/2011-vigil-locations.
for Mayor Rob Ford and his centre, artprograms defundedand_ Vigilsin major urban centres include: Calgary - Mcdougall Centre at
right-wing clique. Ford and his breakfast programs threatened3 Pm; Edmonton - Alex Taylor School at 1 pm; Prince George - Civic
supporters have made vaguewith closure. People in the Centre Outdoor Plaza at 2 pm; Vancouver - VCC (Broadway Campus
promises to delay or reconsider community see this as an attack onBldg. B) at 12 noon; Brandon - Brandon Friendship Center at 12 noon;

to social programs and city migrants and we are coming ServicesBldg.at10am; Ottawa - Parliament Hillat 11 am; Thunder Bay

services. together to put a stop to i’ -HillCrest Park at 12 noon; Montreal - Cabot Square at 6 pm; Saskatoon
«Just because we are not - Oskayak High School at 6 pm; Whitehorse - RCMP at 12 rmoon.

seeing all the proposed cuts
being pushed through at this
particular moment, does not
mean that Mayor Ford’s plans
have changed.” said Victoria
Barnett, of the Toronto Stop the
Cuts Network. “These cuts are
still very much on the table. He

rsatW ordontheS treet

Toronto PV support

A group of about 20
People’s Voice supporters
were busy on Sept. 25, taking
our pointof view to thousands
of people at the popular
“Word on the Street” festival.
The group distributed 1,500
copies of the paper, along
with leaflets on the HST and
the Ontario election campaign.

The volunteers also
collected petitions against
media censorship imposed
by CBC and TVOntario against
the Communist Party and
other so-called “fringe”

Communist Party candidates
picket TVOnNt ario

Candidates from the should not be pre-screened o
Communist Party of Canadadetermine who deserves publjc
(Ontario) held an information consideration and who doesntft.
picket outside the TVOntario “Electors have the right to seg,
office in Toronto, on Sept. 27. hear, and consider all the partigs
The protestwas aimed at TVO’son the ballot and to make up their
refusal to include any coverageown minds about who deserves

; S : ” parties. -
gfletgﬁocr:]ommlérgfrt]nF]’th%/alrniegs th%lcrrlzggl?/ocritﬁring ademocrati Reporting on these The People's Voice display was a popular spot at Word on the
' ' activities, one of our StreetinToronto.

discussions and debates. Thiglection campaign, all voices mupt
includes “The Agenda with be partofthe discussion,” insistgd
Steve Paikin” which is Rowley. “Voter turnout is

volunteers notes that many
people say “we can get

interviewing candidates anddeclining. The issues of the da
parties and providing electionare critical - the economy is onth
coverage every night of the weekverge of another deep recessig

“TVOntario is the provincial there is a widening gap betwe
public broadcaster. Half of its rich and poor, poverty is on th

People’s Voice online.” Of
course, that saves trees! But
not everyone has access to
the internet, and in any case,
the print version is essential

| Here's my contribution |
| to the PV Fund Drive! |

gmtjg_et ’\i/IS_ _ptrovi?eEtgl byt_therise and urllerr]nprllo¥rrr]1ent_remails go reach new readelrlg at IEnC|05ed please find my donation of $ !
ntario Ministry of Education, staggeringly high. Thereissimp emonstrations, rallies, " :
paid for with tax dollars,” said too much at stake. The debates meetings, and picket lines. IJ[0 the 201 PeOple $/oice Press Fund Drlve'l
Communist Party leaderand media coverage need to pe For that, we need money | |
- ) . . : : ’ S Name x
Elizabeth Rowley. “Public full, inclusive and democratic. If and a larger subscription base. i
broadcasters have awe can'texpectapublicly-ownefl The Word on the Street Address
o . : I 1
responsibility during elections, and funded broadcaster to e yo|unteers collected about $50
to assist voters to cast armpolitically neutral, thenwhowilll ;. Jonations. Every dollar ICity/tOWh |
informed vote. This meansbe?” hel d till fighti |
ensuring public access to allthe The party is asking the publi toe E(S)'ni&e\gei:is ;/ealgs '{,‘3 | Prov Postal Code 1
parties and all the candidates.”to contact TVO to demand that Fund Drive for $50,000. | o i
Rowley argued thatin fairandthe public broadcaster provide o " 1y <ondine vour Sendyour contributiorto: _
democratic elections, candidatesair coverage to all parties. - NeIp by sending y I People’s wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1 I
donation to the Drive t0day! | mm mm s mm o - o — —— —— o —— ol
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B.C. families fight Community Living cuts

PV Vancouver Bureau

The families of developmentally
disabled people in British Columbial
are fighting back against funding
cutbacks and policy shifts which
seriously jeopardize the future of
many individuals. The situation is
starting to make “Families First”
Premier Christy Clark look like a
complete hypocrite, contributing
to her slide in opinion polls.

Much of the dispute centres orj
Community Living BC, the crown
agency which provides support tg
more than 13,600 adults withf
developmental disabilities.
Provincial underfunding has
seriously deprived CLBC of the
money to cover urgent health ang
safety needs.

CLBC cost-cutting measures
include closures of about 60 grou
homes, often considered b
families as the best living
arrangement for developmentaII)P
disabled adults, in favour of private
homeshare arrangements. This

il
<o STl

o GOOGLE PETITION

isabled adults and family members picket the constituency office of Social Development Minister
Harry Bloy on Sept. 21. Note the sign with a petition website. (PV photo: K. Cariou)

to give amuch more substantial lift.”

ABC-CLAG analysisof CLBC
projections shows that at least $70
million is needed immediately to
address the existing support
backlog. Each year, hundreds of
youths with developmental
disabilities reach the age of 19 and
turn to CLBC as they age out of
supports funded by the Ministry
for Children and Families. Yetthe
CLBC operating budget remains
static from 2010 through 2014 at
$681 million annually.

The increasing gap has severely
strained CLBC’s system of
community-based residential and
support services, resulting in a
growing number of crises as highly
vulnerable young adults and
families struggle to cope. The
CLBC's"service redesign”initiative
has included forcibly transferring
group home residents to lower cost
alternatives, saving the government
$20 million peryear.

As for Harry Bloy, he was
demoted from his ministry in a Sept.

shift is called an “expansion ofwhich has been in place for 27added to the public perceptionthaB.C. Community Living Action 26 cabinet shuffle.
options” by the Liberal years affected 12 studentshe is incompetent. Bloy was theGroup. “It's a start, but it is an  For more information, visit
government, but the personaimmediately, and another 18 onthenly MLAto back Christy Clark’s immediate Band-Aid rather than ahttp://communitylivingaction.org
impact is often deeply traumatic.waiting list for next year. campaign to replace Gordonsolution. We need the governmenbr www.clbcstopthecuts.or@.
Many disabled adults have been In yet another scandal, moreCampbell as Liberal leader, and his
deprived of close friends andthan two dozen people employedtabinet post was widely regarded .
trained staff support, and leftat a Maple Ridge recycling plantas payment for political services. CO P E kICkS Oﬁ 201 1
instead in homes where their wellwere told that CLBC cuts would On Sept. 14, Bloy claimed to
being is not a top priority. leave them without jobs at the enchave found an extra $8.9 million to o C 0

Students enrolled at theof2011. help developmentally disabled CIVIC Cam p alg n
Consumer and Job Preparation Within days of these two people. But family groups and
Progam at Douglas College inNewannouncements, public angeopposition New Democrat MLAs
Westminster were abruptly compelled CLBC and the Liberal said the money does little to help P RInEgLEr BLreeL)
informed in mid-September thatgovernment to retreat, promisingthose struggling after group home
funding for their one-year coursefunding would continue. But the and service cuts. and supporters (by far the largest nomination meeting in this year’s
would be cancelled effective Dec.fumbling response by Social ‘It's discouraging,” said Faith Vancouver municipal campaign) meton Sept. 18to pick nine candidates
31. This $130,000 cutto a progranDevelopment Minister Harry Bloy Bodnar, chief spokesperson for the to field in the Nov. 19 civic election.

Filipino_Canadian youth aCtiViSt sal Xternal alr iviarcus yYousser arter tne event, outwere
strengthens COPE team

also proud to be the only Vancouver party to see contested
finding ways to lower the exorbitant

nominations.”
COPE members backed Ellen Woodsworth, Tim Louis, and R.J.
cost of housing and child care, buf
The youngest COPE candidatéy raising the average wages of

Aquino as council candidates, and Brent Granby and Donalda Greenwell-

Bakerfor Parks Board. For school trustee, the members picked incumbents
Jane Bouey (Vice-Chair of the Vancouver School Board), Allan Wong,

in the Nov. 19 civic election is 30- working people in this expensive

year-old Rafael “R.J.” Aquino, a city. An active supporter of the

progressive activist in labour-backed Living Wage

and Al Blakey, and first-time candidate Gwen Giesbrecht.
Vancouver’s growing Filipino- campaign, he believes that this

The surprise of the afternoon was the defeat of veteran city
councillor David Cadman, who finished fourth in the race for three

Canadian community, which now movement can help toimprove thg

numbers over 30,000 people. lives of young people and all who

nominations. Cadman, a prominentleader of the global movement for
Aquino is a co-founder of the live in Vancouver.

urban environmental sustainability, often missed council meetings
due to his international travel, a factor which may have cost him some
community organization, Tulayan  As the only Filipino-Canadian
(which means “to bridge” in candidate for city council, R.J.

supportfrom COPE members.
COPE also announced co-managers Kate Van Meer Mass and Nathan
Tagalog), which works to will focus bringing more new |
reintroduce young Filipinos living Canadians into municipal politics|

Allen for the upcoming campaign. “Kate and Nathan are seasoned
organizers and have already hit the ground running,” said Youssef. “We
in Vancouver to their culture, thisfall, aprocesswhich he hope
heritage, and history, and towill broaden the diversity of

have a great slate of candidates, a great campaign team, and a great
message. We want to build a Vancouver for Everyone and we've

create a positive cultural identityleadership and activism in

for the Filipino community at Vancouver. He points to the

committed to work with all progressives to do just that because that's
large. He is also on the board otreative tactics used in lastr. j. Aquino, COPE candidate

whatthe residents of Vancouver want us to do. We won'tletthem down.”
By the terms of their electoral cooperation agreement, COPE and
directors of the explorASIAN spring’s federal election to attractfor vvancouver City Council
Society,andamember ofthe COPRouth into the electoral process,

Vision Vancouver will support each other’s candidates on ajoint slate.
Executive. such as the wildly popular “Shit working hard to do this.

The unity campaign has the strong backing of the Vancouver and
District Labour Council.
Vision Vancouver's slate of candidates includes Mayor Gregor
Robertson, incumbent city councillors Andrea Reimer, Raymond
Louie, Geoff Meggs, Tim Stevenson, Heather Deal and Kerry Jang, as
well as newcomer Tony Tang.

In a post-nomination interview Harper Did” website launched If elected, Aquino says he will B For paérk bﬁaérld,hVBmdnAhas n\(])mlnatedl mc_lgmbenES kCons(tjalq_clf
with People’s VoiceR.J. spoke by other young Vancouver follow the example set by COPE ames, Sarah Blyth, and Aaron Jasper, plus Trevor Loke and Hliki
about his goal of encouraging moreactivists. councillors Ellen Woodsworth and
young people to engage in But this process can’t end onDavid Cadman during their 2008- newcomers Rob Wynen and Cherie Payne
movements and campaigns telection day, he stresses. Yound.1term. COPE willcontinuetoagree In another twist to the campaign, about 20 r.nembersofVancouver’s
achieve social equality. One of hispeople need to press politicalwith Vision on some issues, and dwindling Civic Green Partymetreéentlyto el
key concerns is affordability for leaders to keep their promises - odisagree on others, he says, andThe Greens have formed an alliance with the right-wing NPA WhiCh.
Vancouver residents - not justat least to prove that they ardt'simportanttokeep makingvoters left spots open for them at city council, park board and schooll board

he says, is the party’s strong gnironmental outiook.

Zéffjor'(l:ecsorgmtToen; tgg;ifi&?\i Ironically, the NPA campaign is boasting an influx of donations

¢ _gg dial bet : from big business, including the forestry and mining sectors, where

wo-way dialogue between volers corporate interests have devastated the west coast landscape. The
and politicians. chief NPA fundraiser is Peter Armstrong, head of the Rocky

Sharma. Vision'’s school trustee candidates are School Board Chair
aware of COPE’s positions. Several prominent Green Party activists have quit in dismay to join
. a' : For more information, or to Mountaineer rail service which locked out its on-board attendants in

Aturnout of almost 1,000 Coalition of Progressive Electors members

By Kimball Cariou

"z

Patti Bacchus, incumbents Ken Clement and Mike Lombardi, and
Whatattracted Aquinoto COPE, COPE, which they see as more compatible with a progressive
volunteer for the campaign, June. The Vision and COPE city councillors have sent a letter to the

contact COPE at 604-255-0400 company condemning the use of strikebreakers in the dispute.
or visit www.cope.bc.c®
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Stuff they don't tell you!

Salute to Palestine!

The next step in the long Palestinian struggle for freedom|an
independence has been taken with the historic speech by Pregsid
Mahmoud Abbas at the United Nations on Sept. 22. Debate
the Security Council on Palestine’s application for U.N. membe
is expected to begin soon.

days after the powerful words of President Abbas, Canadian Fo
Affairs Minister John Baird told the General Assembly that Ca
would vote “no” to Palestine’s application. Baird parroted the wc

territories, as the inexorable expansion of Israeli settlements
afait accompliin the occupied territories.

Enormous pressure by the U.S. administration may force s
Security Council members to abstain, and the Palestinian statg

| S -
¢ U.$. Billionaire cuts taxes, starves schools

bid mustthen gain more supportin the General Assembly to pro c i ; % T ar . :

Butsooner or later, the state promised to Palestiniansin 1948 wi '—“,”.”9 like a ten year D.'Id boy.s idea of a zl]llona.lre’ with a $2QU
be achieved, and the era of Israeli occupation and apartheid will million yatch, several fighter jets, and four ex-wives, Larry Ellison
toan end. The people of Palestine will win atruly viable, indepen of Oracle still contested his three million dollar property tax bill  _
state, based on the pre-1967 borders, with East Jerusalem|asfits on his California estate and won. Local school boards actually 3%
capital, and the right of Palestinians to return to their stolen hg had to pay it back! With wages flat. the super rich now take 9
Nothing less is acceptable. le th h -f ti (i ; th id in 197 £

Here in Canada, if the Harper Tories have their way, speaki double the share of nationa .IT'ICDI"T'IE ey did in 9_ 0. o
these terms may soon become classified as the criminal act d e FOFI‘I’IEfl‘j From out of our Past. Same idea, same ChEES‘f flash, but with fewer words. :h:
speech. Butwe rejectany legislated attempt to silence criticism SessNENIsNGIEIRNIERBOEERIRREERSIERRIRERSIREIRESIRSIERERERTSTTS §
apartheid policies of Israel, and we continue to express oursolidariy  2008: Broke Wall St. banks bailed out by Bush White House. ©
with the heroic people of Palestine. |
Stopping Harper ’'s steamroller

°

The post-election warnings of Stephen Harper's agendd afe E’:}ﬁ ‘ Letters to ﬂle Edltor
comingtrue in spades, from the Tory assault on collective bargajning :
rights, to the signals of an “austerity package” aimed at guftin
social programs. The Canadian Wheat Board is being destjoyett
(illegally!), and the Tories are preparing a formal review of forgig enough room”, “they have no onegrade 12 student at Rosedale
policy, with the goal of further undermining Canadian soverei ntr)]/Young peop!e elected in parliament”. heights school of the arts. |
andthr_omotlngbgl;.lo;)a(ljgapltallst|Integrat_|on.Cznz;dlmr_:jgtaryb S?ﬁre respond|ng There are only four other attended a local MPP debate on
are being established in several countries, andthe occugati .. . candidates running in Torontoeducation and was dismayed to
Of%byaf}aﬁ begun\]{v!thhtheferventsugpolr]tofthe ?arperg.ovgrn. ?}"to |nJUStlceS Centre, including the Communisthear that the local Communist

ne ofthe mostirightening steps by the new Tory majority I the Party of Canada, the second oldes®arty candidate had been barred

Omnibus Crime Bill. Among other things, this legislationwillimpgse | was heartened by the youngparty in Canada, in existence sincérom the debate, while the local
mandatory minimum sentences, end pardons for serious crimesarliamentary page, Brigitte 1921. Tory candidate simply failed to

expand the capacity of the state to conduct surveillance and gccgssPape, who silently gave us a The Conservative candidateshow up.|aminterested inlearning
private information, and reinstate so-called “anti-terrorism” provisponsmessage when she held up herasbeenano showto all meetingsnore about your platform and
that expired back in 2007, including three-day detentions withouign in the senate “Stop Harper”leaving that chair vacant. campaign, and would like to
cause, known as “preventative arrests.” ) lamencouraged moreand more At one all-candidate meetingvolunteer, if possible, as getting
Aimed at criminalizing youth and Aboriginal peoples, this by the responses of young peoplevhere all parties were permitted tanvolved is the best way to gain
legislation has a distinct racist edge. Civil liberties groups condemgy the injustices they see. | anparticipate, with the exception ofknowledge. | am required to have
these serious violations of constitutional rights and freedoms| anflcluding an example below. the Tory, who true to form did not40  hours of community
Budget watchdog Kevin Page estimates that the measure$ will | am attending all-candidate show, there was a good discussiomolunteering in order to graduate,
increase the Corrections Canadabudget by one billion dollars gyegieetings in Toronto Centre in theand respect for all views. and | think that helping your
adding thousands of new inmates to the federal prison systgm. Ontario provincial election. Atmost ~ On Wednesday, Sept. 20, at @ampaign in any capacity would
In short, this government (which won less than 40% of votgs ifneetings the so-called “fringe” meeting sponsored by the Torontde a great and interesting way to
the recent federal election) is hell-bent on removing civil libertiesfan@arties - thisis what the establishmeristrict School Board, at Jessieachieve those hours. Please
democratic freedoms. This steamroller won't be stopped by spegchesils all political parties except thoseKetchum School, again the two so-contact me at my email address.
in the House of Commons; only a massive, Canada-wide fightbaciready electedin pariament-arenotalled “fringe” parties were not Thanks in advance!”
inour communities, workplaces and campuses can block the Tprigsermitted on the platform to allowed to speak, including This reminds me of a saying a
The leadership ofthe labour movement mustassume its respongibilggrticipate in the debate. replying to any questions from theprofessor passed on to me while
to help launch such a fightback... before it's too late. Some excuses are “there is nofloor. This meeting was dedicatedwe were having a discussion on
to issues of public education. the problems of youth today:
At the end of the meeting, the“School is a rehearsal for a play

PEOPLE'S VOICE Whtt hepgrens wiven Communist candidate, Cathythat is never produced”.

Holliday, handed out her election

ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. i ality, poverty, rac - - - Toronto PV reader
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Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net the students didn’t' want anyon
Volunteers and contributors for this issue ::IL[;’T’"_: deciding for them whose programj tOdayI
Asad Ali, Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Johan Boyden, Wally : i they should listen to. They wantecj
Brooker, Miguel Figueroa, Liz HillB. Prasant, ¢l Toronto to hear “all points of view and | Check your label
Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, ral our mailers in options” out there.
Vancouver & Toronto. ; The questions the stud(_anti Please check the
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerSam Hammond _d:' All of us! askedofthe “panel”were of seriou address label on the
=

concerns notonly inthe educatio ~ front page to see if it's
system but in their future. Most] time to renew.
students were not satisfied wit Subscribers who find

the answers they got from the| "2011/10/01" on their

panel.
One student was particularlyI Iabe_l,forexample,
will have their

concerned about the debtd S .
graduating students accumulatd SUbS_C”pt'_OUS expire
getting through university with no | with this issue,
hope of getting a job to pay offy Oct. 1-15, 2011.
these debts after graduation. )’
d

Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa,
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman

LETTERS

People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal

attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor"

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or

pvoice@telus.net The day after the meeting Cath Don’'t miss a

received this e-mail from one ofth single copy -
students attending the meeting: I renew today!
jurcpleamilier m “HiCathy.'m 17 years old, @ N\ o mm mm mm = m -

People's Voice articles may be reprinted without
permission provided the source is credited.
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Lessons from our History

Resolution adopted by the late 1980s, George Hewisonfinancial cost. clarify our Party’s views on certain same time, our Party never loses
Central Committee assumed the Party leadership and Ours was not the only critical questions which have beersight of the ultimate goal of
Communist Party o’f shortly thereafter amotley group ofCommunist Party to go throughraised. Although the various thesesocialism nor the fact that there

Canada, Aug. 27-28, 2011 right opportunists, careerists andsuch a convulsive experiencepresented in this article refer, in thecan be no other course to socialism
' ' ’ Trotskyists gradually gained other parties around the world wenfirst place, toaproposedreorientatiomther  than through the
This year marks the 90thascendency within the Centralthrough similar and sometimesofthe CPUSA itself, its title and textrevolutionary overthrow of the
anniversary of the birth of the Committee of the CPC. They wereworse trials during those difficult read asifthese ideas should formthexisting order. In this regard, we
Communist Party of Canada. Fromable to do so by concealing theiryears. To our south, aliquidationisttemplate’ of the political approach consider a correct understanding
its founding convention held in aliquidationistagenda and by takingfaction attempted to gain controlof Communist parties in general, orof the dialectical relationship
barn in Guelph, Ontario in 1921advantage of confusion andof our sister party the Communistcertainly at least in other advancedetween reform and revolution to
until today, we have striven todisorientation within Party ranks Party USA, but were successfullycapitalist countries such as Canaddne of paramount importance;
remain true to our guiding due to developments in the formebeaten back. This assumption was confirmed* that in pursuing the broadest
principles and theory, andtorealizacCommunist Party of the Soviet The lessons drawn from thatwhencommentsfromotherfraternapossible unity with other class and
them in our daily activities and Union, where under Gorbachev’spainful episode in our history areparties were actively solicited by thesocial forces to achieve immediate
struggles - as arevolutionary partystewardship the clouds of CPUSA, a highly unusual advances, it is absolutely
of the working class of Canada,counter-revolution were In lisht of th blicati i practice. imperative for our Party to
based firmly on Marxism-Leninism gathering. Indue course, th 11 gt of the publication earlier Weareaware oftheformalstudiously ~ safeguard its
and proletarian internationalism. Hewison clique set abou this year of the article “A Party of = responses given to thisindependent role as a
As we celebrate this dismantling our Party piece Socialism in the 21st Century” by article by the Communist revolutionary party of the working
anniversary, we rememberthe maniyy piece, starting with the . Parties of Greece (KKE) andclass and oppose tendencies or
contributions and achievementglissolution of the Young CPUSA Chair S‘?m Wel.)b, ou.r Mexico. Our Party is in pressures - either from within or
of our Party overthose ninety yearsCommunist League anc Central Committee finds it  supstantive agreementwithwithout our ranks - to efface or
Whether it was in organizing thelayoffs of Party cadre, anc necessary to clarify our Party’s the main criticisms of this submerge our independent role.
unorganized, forging most of thethen the closure of the _ . . oy . document expressed byThe CPC considers it vital that it
industrial and public sector unionsparty’s print shop and views on certain critical questions these two pgrties. Weyspeakdirectly, visibly and openly

which exist today in our country; publishing house, anc which have been raised. consider that the political in our own name, and engage in
building and leading the farmers’progressive bookstores line advanced in “A Party ideological struggle - the ‘battle of
movements for survival andacross the country. important for the Communists inof Socialism in the 21st Century”ideas’ - against bourgeois,

dignity; organizing the ranks of As their liquidationist project Canada-veteransandnewmembeconstitutes a fundamentalreformistand class collaborationist
Canada’s unemployed during thegained momentum, this groupalike. But they are lessons whichdeparture from Marxist-Leninist concepts that weaken, disarm and
Great Depression, launching thebegan to openly break with thecan also be useful to Communistsheory and practice. The pursuit ofdivide the movement;

famous On-to-Ottawa Trek; ideological principles and political internationally, in our common such an approach will objectively* that the “world outlook of [our]
mobilizing thousands of youngline of our Party. They beganstruggle for social emancipation,leadtothe liquidation ofthe CPUSAParty is based on Marxism-
volunteers to fightagainst fascisrmegating the history of our Partyfor an end to class exploitation ancas a revolutionary party of theLeninism, which embodies the

in Spain and later across Europg¢and that of the internationaloppression - for socialism. working class in that country.  theory of scientific socialism first
during WWII; building the peace communist movement in general) Itis in this context that we now Fkk kg kk developed by Karl Marx, Frederick
& disarmament movement in theas having been “sectarian”,commenton recentdevelopments Engels and V.I. Lenin. Marxism-

post-war years; leading the historic'vanguardist” and “doctrinaire”. and debates which have been Based on our 90 years ofLeninism is not a dogma; it is a
struggle within the labour They advanced reformist ideagaking place in our neighbouringstruggle, on our Party programliving, developing theory, tool of
movement in English-speakingabout “incremental change” in party,the CPUSA. ForseveralyearsThe Road to Socialism”, our analysis and guide to action. It
Canada to recognize the nationaplace of, and as a substitute for, theaow, our Central Committee hasConstitution, and on the decisiongncorporates the concentrated
rights of Quebec; helping to forgeconcept  of revolutionary received inquiries from manyreached our conventions, theexperience of all the struggles of
the pan-Canadian studentransformation from capitalism to concerned members about politicaCommunist Party of Canadathe working class, bothin Canada
movementinthe 1970s; helpingtasocialism-communism. They and organizational changes inthatinderstands its nature and roleand around the world” [from
build broad movements for civic decreed that “imperialism” was anparty, and the renunciation byand undertakes its political Chapter 8 of our Party Program
reforms, universal health care, andutdated concept (!) which noleading cadres of suchfundamentahctivities, as guided by the“Canada’s Future is Socialism™];
defense of Canadian sovereigntyfonger characterized “postindustriaMarxist concepts as “the following general considerations* that the CPC is imbued with a
all of these and many othercapitalism”. And they attacked dictatorship of the proletariat”, and conclusions (among others)proletarian internationalist outlook,
episodes in our history wedemocratic centralism, the“democratic centralism” and * that the main contradiction reflected in both our struggle to
remember with pride. organizational principle of our Party, “proletarian internationalism.”  underlying capitalism in Canadaachieve socialisminCanada, andin

And we remember too that ourand set about dismantling Party The concerns raised have dealioday remains the classour active solidarity with anti-
revolutionary activities were carriedclubs and other organizationalwith a number of interrelated contradiction, reflectinginthe classimperialist and revolutionary
outin circumstances of unrelentingstructures. Over time, theirissues, such as various statemengsruggle between the two mainstruggles, and efforts to build
hostility and attacks from Canada’sdenunciations of “Stalinism” led to issued by the CPUSA dealing withclasses - the ruling capitalist classocialism around the world. A
ruling capitalist class and its stateattacks on Leninist ideas, andnternational questions, especiallyespecially its core, monopoly critical aspectof ourinternationalist
The periods when our Party wasiltimately to a refutation of the onthe Palestinian struggle, and orapital) and the working class ofresponsibility is the ideological
forced to work under conditions of postulates of Marxism itself. And the U.S. wars of occupation in Iragour country, a contradiction whichstruggle against bourgeois
illegality; when Tim Buck and other they proposed that the Party changand Afghanistan; on trade unioncan only be resolved through theslanders and distortions of the
Party leaders and members werits name, dropping all reference tqpolicy which many feel is revolutionary transformation of history ofthe international working
convicted and imprisoned; the‘communist’ from our banner. insufficiently critical of class our society from capitalism to class movement and its efforts to
McCarthy-style witch huntswhich  Behind the scenes, thiscollaborationisminthe leadershipsocialism. forge socialism, bothinthe pastand
targeted our members andiquidationist faction began ofthe AFL-CIO (which has adirect * therefore that as a revolutionaryin the present day; and
supporters and Communist-ledholding secret meetings with sociabearing on Canada given the larg@arty, the main task of the CPC is td thatin terms of our organizational
unions; the secret ProFunc plansalemocrats and ‘independentpresence of AFL-CIO affiliates in defend and advance the long-ternprinciples as a Communist Party,
the Canadian State to round up ankftists’ to dissolve the Communistthe Canadian Labour Congress)interests of the working class inthese “are determined by its political
incarcerate  thousands ofParty with the goal of forming a on the assessment of the role angursuit of this ultimate objective, aims... to guide the working class
Communists and their families; thenew ‘united party of the socialistclass position of the Obamaand “strives to be the leadingto the achievement of these aims,
constant ideological, propaganddeft’, using party assets to financeAdministration and the Democratic political party of the working class, and to lead the people’s struggle,
and physical attacks against outheir new venture. Party and the absence of anyfallwholabourbyhandandbrain..the Party must be founded on firm
Party (fromboththerightandleft)  Followingthe 1990 Convention, independent electoral presence dh party which] arises out of theideological, political and
because it refused to succumb topposition to the increasinglythe CPUSA in its own name; onworking class and is an organizedrganizational unity, and on the
anti-Sovietism - we remember all ofobvious abandonment of Marxistvarious pronouncements bypolitical detachment of that class..continuous organized activity of
those difficult days, and honour thetheory and practice by the Hewisorleading figures of the CPUSA on[and which] has no interestsits members in close contact with
memory of those comrades whdeadership grew acrossthe countrychanging the party name, inseparate and apartfrom those of thée working people, knowing their
endured such outrages withWhen detailed evidence surfacediescribing the multi-trillion dollar working class as a whole.” views and needs, and able to
courage and resolve. We came tof their secret plans to dissolve thggovernment bail-outs as “a dose: that our Party supports theexplain Party policy. Democratic
understand - both at a theoreticaParty and steal its assets, and asf socialism”, etc.; and in struggle forimmediate reforms tocentralism is the organizational
level and through those real-lifeexpulsions of members began, therganizational decisions to ceasémprove the conditions of the principle which ensures this.”
experiences as a Party - that thenajority of the party membershipthe print editions of People’s working class and the people undeffrom our Party Constitution]
class purpose of those political andlemanded an emergency Canada¥eekly World and Political capitalism, and seeks unitywithall This is where we stand, and
ideological attacks was not only towide conventiontoresolve theissueAffairs, the layoffs of Party and other forces which support andthese are the principles which we
weaken and diminish ourranks, andut the liquidators refused andYCL organizing staff, the internet- will fight for such advances; at theunwaveringly defende
toisolate the Communists from ourinstead set about dissolving partypased ‘open door’ approach to
living ties to the working class; it clubs and provincial committeesparty recruitment, etc.
was alsodoneinthe hope of shakinghat opposed their conspiracy. Although deeply concerned REDS ON TH E WEB
Communists from our class bearing$embers were told to sign loyalty about many of these developments .
and pressuring the Party to abandooaths to Hewisort alor else face our Central Committee has untilno WWW.CommunlSt-pal‘ty.Ca
its revolutionary theory. arefusaltorenewtheirmembershipgefrained from comment. However, .

Itisin this contextthatwe mark  Ultimately however the inlightofthe publication earlier this www.peoplesyo:ce.ca
another anniversary of sorts thisnembership defeated their plangear of the article “A Party of WWW.yCI-I[C.Ca
year - ithas been two decades sinc@nd saved the Communist PartySocialism in the 21st Century” by .
the inner-party struggle whichfrom destruction, but at a heavyCPUSA Chair SamWebb, our Central WWW-SOIldnet.OI‘g
almost liquidated our Party. In thepolitical, organizational and Committee finds it necessary to
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A system In crisis with no solutions

Excerpts from the Main
Political Resolution adopted
by the Central Committee,
Communist Party of
Canada, Aug. 27-28, 2011

The political, economic and
social situation in our country can
only be fully understood in the
wider context of the deepening
systemic crisis of capitalism as ¢ |
whole - both domestically and
internationally. Capitalismis mired
in irreconcilable contradictions &
which are maturing rapidly,
reflected in growing economic |~
volatility and political instability
around the world.

In their desperate attempts tc
shore up their economic interestd '«
and maintain political hegemony,
ruling capitalist classes areg
reverting to an extreme right-wing,

commented recently on the sickhrough a great expansion of
irony of all this: public services and programs
“Capitalist governments bail benefitting working people,
out big business by going intofinanced through substantial tax
deep debt. Andwho dothey borrowncreases on corporate profits,
these funds from, that they musand increased taxes on personal
now pay back with interest? Bigfortunes of the wealthy elite. But
business - the same monopolyhis is the one ‘reform’ which the
capitalists that they bailed out inruling class will not contemplate
the first place.” (although some mega-capitalists
Now, these same financelike Warren Buffett, embarrassed
capitalists are worried that theirby the voluminous size of their
security holdings in governmentrichesses, have offered to pay
bonds are not so secure after all, ifiigher taxes... for a while).
governments are forced into Theironlyremedy (sic)therefore
default. Hence the unanimous ands to intensify the exploitation of
stridentdemand from ‘the market'the working class (and working
(i.e., finance capitalists) thatpeople in general) to maintain the
governments cut ‘discretionarytransfer of wealth into their already
spending’ (a euphemism forswollen coffers, to further inflate
healthcare, education, publicthe debt ‘bubble’, to ramp up the
sector wages, pensions, etc.) toepressive security apparatus to
the bone so that governments caquell spontaneous outbursts of

reactionary agenda - an intensifiedincertainty’ about the world under Thatcherandthe U.S. duringneet their credit obligations anddiscontent (as witnessed recently
assaulton the economic conditiongapitalist economy and concerrthe Reagan years, and themyoid default. The contradictionin Londonand other English cities)

of the working class; the that leading economies will slip throughoutthe advanced capitalishowever (which even bourgeoisand especially organized class
accelerated dismantling of publicinto another recession. Such fearsconomies and beyond. The ‘freeaconomists are forced to concedejesistance and struggle, and to the

services and programs; adre not without basis; indeedtrade agenda’ was accelerate the
sharpening attack on labour andnother recession/depression - anever primarily . N growth of
democratic rights; the increasingmore correctly, a continuation ofabout freeing up The worsening global economy has ignited a [y o0 ang
promotion of racism, sexism andthe same economic crisis whichthe international fierce debate within bourgeois circles about how 5. ™" canadian

anti-communism; and a steppedroke out in 2007-08 (which wemovement  of to extricate themselves from the crisis, preserving finance capital has

goods  and their interests intact. All of the traditional fiscal alsoembraced this

CotmhmOd'“eS’b b“: and monetary economic ‘tools’ - interest rates agenda, and has

'\ Growth has decelerated in major OECD economies e A |°§ changes, currency devaluation, stimulus spending, Lnar;da:teg ethre
Annualised quartery growth for G7 excluding Japan, in % increasing the €fC. - have been tried without success. Conservatives to
mobility of capital oversee its

flows across borders, thusjs that cutting ‘entittements’ and imposition on the working class of
increasing the grip of foreign other government programs - asur country.

finance capital with devastatingseen, for instance, in the vicious But this sharpening capitalist
consequences throughout theusterity measures imposed iroffensive is being met by
neo-colonial world. many European countries over théncreasing working class resistance
~ That the banking and thepastyear under pressure from Eland struggle around the world.
financial service sector began taand IMF mandarins - has stymiedThe clearest example of this is of
expand rapidly following the economic recovery, and furthercourse Greece where the KKE-led
introduction of neoliberal policy ‘restraint’ will contract demand Militant Workers Front (PAME)
was hardly coincidental. This even further, sending economiesias been in the forefront of

] o b= 2} & = o s . R

= =) 2 8 = =4 E: sector has overtaken basicindustrinto a deeper downward spiral. numerous demonstrations and

™~ ™~ ™ ™ ™ ™ a_md manufa_cturlng and non- The worsening global generalstrikes. Butmass struggles
ok OEED financial services (where value issconomy has ignited a fierceare erupting elsewhere as well.

actually produced) in virtually all debate within bourgeois circlesindeed, there were more general
of the advanced capitalistabouthowtoextricate themselvestrikes around the world in 2010
up drive to militarism and war. have more accurately called “phaseconomies today. Neoliberalismfrom the crisis, preserving theirthan ever before in history. Andiin
While the pace and intensity variegwo” of the same crisis) -isavirtualwas the structural instrumentinterests intact. All of the additiontothese workers’actions,
from country to country, the certainty. Stagnant and everfacilitatingthe movementof capital traditional fiscal and monetary there has also been a big increase
essence and direction of thisnegative’ growth in the leading from ‘value-producing’ to non- economic ‘tools’ - interest ratesin anti-government mobilizations
reactionary drift is evident in all imperialist economies (Germany,value producing” (parasitic) forms changes, currency devaluationpy youth and students in a number
capitalist states, including CanadaFrance, the U.S., etc.), highofinvestment. stimulus spending, etc. - haveof countries, such asthose in Britain
This systemic crisis, and theconsumer/household debt levels Neoliberal policy -the economic heen tried without success. Everast November and more recently
attendant policies whichtherulingand  correspondingly poordogma sometimes referred to ashe relatively buoyant Chinesein Chile. The deepening crisis is
classes are imposing in the hope gfonsumption figures, persistentlythe ‘Washington consensus’ -wasand other Asian economies havespurring an upsurge in mass action
resolving it in their favour, are highlevels of unemployment, anda big success for monopolyfailed to stem the global downturn,around the world.
continuing to erode the living the real prospect of governmeninterests. It not only accelerateccentered in the U.S. and EU The currentsituation bringsinto
standards and quality of life of thedefaults in so-called “sovereignthe ~ concentration  andimperialist blocs. The only sharp relief the most fundamental
masses of working peopledebt” payments in a number ofcentralization of capital on anrationale option which could contradiction of capitalism - that
everywhere, and especially in theéEuropean countries (Greece, Spainnternational level; it also hypothetically stimulate growth is, between the increasing social
so-called “Third World”. The Italy, Ireland, Portugal, and eventemporarily reversed the decline inrand reduce unemployment wouldcharacter of production, and the
social divide between the super{ossibly France andthe U.S.) havéhe rate of profit, leading somejnvolve aradical redistribution of private appropriation of the
rich and the vast majority of thesent finance capitalists scurryingneo-' and ‘post-Marxists’ to wealth from the banks, wealth it produces - and the
people - most of whom ‘sell’ their for cover. mistakenly argue that Marx’ corporations and the super-richbankruptcy of social-democratic,
labour-power in order to survive - But a narrow focus on marketfamous Law of the Tendency for(who are awash with cash) to theeformist ‘solutions’ aimed at
is growing by leaps and boundsjitters over another economicthe Rate of Profit to Fall no longerworking class - directly in the form ameliorating the impact of its
Household debt levels aredownturn conceals moreheldtrue. Ofcourse theincrease inf significantly higher wages andexcesses while preserving intact

ballooning; young people are beingundamental structural the aggregate rate of profitduringpenefits, and/or indirectly this crisis-ridden systene.
denied the hope of a reasonableontradictionsin global capitalism, this period was highly misleading,

future; the ‘wage gap’ betweenflowing from the long-term becauseitincluded agrowingshare
women and men is once agairconsequences of neoliberabf ‘fictitious capital’ based on
growing; poverty and insecurityiseconomic policies, and themarket and currency speculation
swelling among seniors andintensifying struggle for markets artificially inflated stock prices, and
pensioners, many of whom aredy imperialism and also emergingsecurity and equity investments
compelled to compete with youngeéconomies such as Brazil andand hedge funds built on an
workers for the worst jobs availableChina. unsustainable pile of public and
just to survive; and an ever-larger Back in the 1970s the rate ofprivate debt.
segment of the working class isprofit began to fall precipitously ~ This house of cards began tg
being permanently marginalized,for monopoly capital, dragging fall apart in 2007-08, and it is far
forced to survive on part-time, down growth rates in the U.S. androm over. The massive governmen
temporary and precarious forms opther leading capitalist countriesbail-out packages over the pas
employment, or driven into the aswell.Inordertoarrestandreversthree years protected the financig
‘shadow economy’... the decline in profit rates, holdings of monopoly capital, but
The rollercoaster ride on globalmonopoly (through the auspicesat the expense of running ug
stock markets witnessed over th@fthe State) introduced neoliberaimassive levels of public
past several weeks has beepolicies-‘free’trade, deregulation,government debt. One left-wing
chalked up to ‘investor privatization, etc. - firstin Britain economist, Richard D. Wolff,

\\ Long-term unemployment on the rise
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"WE NEED A JOINT STRUGGLE FOR LIBERA TION"

Left-wing Palestinian and Israeli groups issue Jomt statement

In an unprecedented event, a&xcitement throughout the world The UNinitiative is alegitimate
large group of left-wing Palestinianamongst freedom seekersstep. The United Nations mus
and Israeli parties, unions and civilencouraging many to adopt thdulfilits responsibility to realize its
society groups has issued a joinimodel of popular struggle. Theseresponsibility to establish peace
statement in support of the Israelprotestmovements have hadadeegnd justice on the internationa
struggle for social justice, andimpacton variousgroupsin Israellevel. Thisis a stepthatstrengthe
against the Israeli state’samongst both Jews andtherightsofthe Palestinianpeopld
occupation of Palestine. ThePalestinians, and made arandin no way represents a threa
signatories demand unity in theimportant contribution to the riseto Israel, despite the great efforts
struggle against occupation anaf the popular protest movementfthe Israeligovernmentto prese
racism. within Israel for social justice.  this step to the Israeli people as

This development follows the  Moved by our aspiration to declaration of war or harming thej
launch over the past summer of thattain a just and fair peace in thdegitimacy of the existence of Israel
J14 social justice movement inregion, a peace that is truly2. We understand that one of th¢®&
Israel, a broad campaign againseéssential for the peoples of theprimary reasons for the social and A
the high cost of housing and otheregion and can assistin promotln@conomlc distress of citizens inProtesting exorbitant housmg costs at a J14 rally in Tel Aviv.
necessities. In the course of thehe struggle for justice andlsrael, in addition to the capitalist
huge J14 rallies, some reactionarprogress for everyone, we -economic policies, is theso that these groups can také bloodletting of the Palestinian
forces attempted to turn thePalestinian and Israeli social anctontinuation of the occupation andresponsibility in the struggle againsipeople in Gaza.
struggle into a demand to expebolitical forces, representatives ofexcessive security budgets, whichhe marginalizing policies and on-3. We recognize the right of the
Palestinians from Israel, on thewomen’s associations and youngsrael’s government seeks togoing discrimination against thePalestinian people, living under
grounds that this would solve thepeople from both sides of the Greefustify as needed for defending thePalestinians in Israel, for putting anoccupation, to make use of all the
housing problem for JewishLine - emphasise the need for aecurity of the settlements on theending to confiscation of lands andegitimate forms of resistance in
Israelis. This racist, divisive tacticjoint struggle, with the goal of one hand and the state borders ofall equality, and an end to theaccordance with international
was defeated by the unitedliberatingthe peoples ofthe regiorthe other. We therefore believeoccupation of the Palestinianlandsiorms for removing of the
response of left and progressivérom colonialism and hegemony,that an end to the occupation anthat were occupied in 1967. Weoccupiers fromits land and for self-
groups in both communities. particularly that of Zionism, halting establishment of a fair and justwarn againthe familiar attempts bydetermination. In this context, we

Perhaps for the first time in the occupation and Israeli militarypeace are essential for a life othe occupation government toemphasise the importance of the
regional history, official Palestinian aggression and supporting the jugbeace and welfare. evade the crises and its internajoint popular struggle of
parties and NGOs are showing theistruggle of the Palestinian people We welcome the participation crises and the pressure of the proteRtalestinians and Israelis. A popular
support for an Israeli civilian for fulfilment of its right for self- and integration of the Palestinianwaves through the politics of fearjoint struggle is one of the central
struggle against neo-liberalism andietermination in accordance withpopulation in Israel in the socialwhich point to an external threat:guiding principles in the struggle
capitalism. the decisions of the internationalprotest. This is an importantWhether by presenting theagainst the occupation, the

Alongside their general community. opportunity to present beforePalestinian appeal to the UN as aettlements, racism, colonialism,
statement of support, signatories We look forwardtothe liberation various groups within Israeli society“danger” or by military actions, as against policies of exclusion,
mentioned the influence Arabof all the region’s peoples fromthe distresses of the Palestiniang/e have witnessed in the past fewveakening, impoverishment, and
revolutions have had onthe Israeltlictatorship, ruling tyranny and and the injustices caused to thengays in light of the harsh escalationacist separation within Israsl.

movement, and stressed thdrom all forms of national, social

importance they seeinthe groundand economic oppression
breaking widespread cooperationTherefore, we the signatories o
between Jewish and Arab citizenghis document, emphasise:
of Israel. 1. We support the Palestinian
In addition, the signatories call September initiative in the United
upon J14 to connect their struggleéNations, the body which carries
with the one against the illegalresponsibility for laying the
settlements and the occupationfoundations of peace
and to stop Israeli governmentsnternationally, in orderto demand
from attempting to sideline the fullmembership for Palestineinthe
struggle in the face of “outside UN andrecognition of a Palestiniar
security threats” such as thestate in the borders of 4 June 196
upcoming vote on recognitionwith East Jerusalem as its capital
of Palestinian statehood at theand to strengthen the efforts tg
United Nations. end the occupation of the

SIGNATORIES: Association of Palestinian Democratic Youth (Palestine); Association of
Progressive Students (Palestine); Communist Party of Israel; Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (Palestine); Democratic Front for Peace and Equality - Hadash
(Israel); Democratic Teachers’ Union (Palestine); Democratic Union of Professionals in
Palestine (Palestine); Democratic Women’s Movement in Israel (Israel); National
Campaign for Return of the Bodies of Arab and Palestinian Martyrs Captured by the Israeli
Government (Palestine); Palestinian People’s Party (Palestine); Popular Campaign for the
Boycott of Israeli Products (Palestine); Progressive Workers’ Union (Palestine); Tarabut-
Hithabrut - Arab-Jewish Movement for Social and Political Change (Israel); The
Alternative Information Center (Palestine/Israel); Union of Palestinian Farmers’ Unions
(Palestine); Union of One World for Justice (Palestine); Union of Palestinian Working
Women (Palestine); Workers” Unity Bloc (Palestine).

Beyond these messages oPalestinian people’s lands, wit
support, the statement reaffirmsreservation of the right of the

the signatories’ commitment bothPalestinian people to oppose the

to the Palestinian Authority’s occupation and the right of return
attemptto gain UN recognition for of the refugees in accordance witli
a Palestinian state, and to the jointynited Nations Resolution 194. In

popular struggle against thethiscontext, we emphasise thatthg

occupation. Yetanother notion onPalestinian Liberation Organ-
the agenda is the message abation (PLO) is the sole and
solidarity with all peoples of the legitimate representative of the
region who are currently fighting Palestinian people, deriving its
for freedom and independencdegitimacy both fromthe Palestinian
fromtotalitarian regimes. people in the homeland and exilg

The full statement of this andfromtherecognitionitreceived
historic text reads as follows: from the Arab League and the

Together for putting an end toUnited Nations.
occupation and racism, in suppor,
of the struggle of the Palestinial
people to attain their national rights
and against national and soci
oppression.

Eveninlight of the encouraging
developments in the Middle East
the wave of social protests and th
awakening of the peoples’
struggles for freedoms and the rig
to live in dignity, the Palestinian
people still live under the yoke of
the Israeli occupation, despite thei
persistent and ongoing struggle
for freedom. The international
community, for its part, /4
demonstrates its helplessness a
does not lend a hand to suppot
the Palestinian struggle forpov Khenin, Knesset Member
liberation and justice. (MK) from the Democratic Front

The protestmovementsandthgor Peace and Equality

winds of change blowing in the(Hadash) at a rally to support
Arab world have arousedpglestinianstatehood.

Kazakh oil workers demand recognition

Since May, oil workers in KarazhanbasMunaienergy workssaying the strikes are an internal
Zhanaozen and Aqtau, in- both of which have ties to thematter. But officials may soon b
Manghystau Oblast region ofstate - have repeatedly takerorcedto act: KazMunaiGaz has
Kazakhstan, have been strikingadvantage of Kazakhstan's flimsyacknowledged that the strikgs
to protest unfair pay and demandabor protection, firing hundreds have already forced a 6 percent
better recognition for their of the striking workers for dropinthe company’s oil output,
unions, which are largelyignoredabsenteeism and hiring newan admission that may heighten
by oil company management.employeesintheirplace. Anumbejitters among Kazakhstan’
Manghystau, which includesof the labor activists who havevalued foreign investors.
Kazakhstan's energy-rich supported the group have been For now, the state ha
Caspian coast, is believed tadetained and even given lengthymaintained a hard-line stance on
account for 70 percent of theprison sentences. the protests. The striking workers
country’s oil output, whichitself ~ Timur Kulibaev, the billionaire have seentheirorganizers steadily
amounts to more than 10 percenson-in-law of President Nursultanremoved One by one, they'v:
of the country’s GDP. Nazarbaev and the chairman of théeen detained and charged with

The country has seen rapidboard of Samruk-Kazyna, the fund‘inciting social discord.” One,
growth due to its large energythat operates KazMunaiGaz, thdawyer and community organizer
reserves. Kazakhstan’s GDP pestate-run oil and gas conglomeraté\qzhanat Aminov, received a ong-
capita in 2010 reached anthat runs KarazhanbasMunai angear suspended sentenge.
estimated $11,000 - more tharOzenMunaiGaz, recently Another, Natalya Sokolova,
twice that of another energy-richannounced that all of the strikinglawyer working with Kara
neighbour, Turkmenistan, andworkerswould be barred from everzhanbasMunai in Aqtau, w
far outstripping the rest of its returning to their jobs, saying theysentenced to six years in prison.
Central Asian brethren. Buthad “violated labor laws.” In January 2009, the Kazakh
living standardsintheregionare The strikes have drawn limitedgovernment issued a decree
poor, a far cry from the relative but unwelcome attention from theoutlining pay raises for oil an
opulence of Almaty and theinternational community, with gas employees working i
capital, Astana. European Parliament memberglangerous conditions. Th

The strikes began strong, withcalling on the authorities to addressunds were duly allocated. By
more than 10,000 workersthe strikers’ demands, and thdocal managers refused f
participating in the walkout. British pop star Sting cancelling aproceed with the hikes, an
Since then, however, numbersoncert in Astana in response to dlocked  workers  from
have dwindledto justover 1,000.request by Amnesty International.negotiations on implementing
Authorities at Zhanaozen’s Nazarbaev's government haghe decree. In the meantime, the
OzenMunaiGaz and Agtau’slargely shrugged off the criticism, extra funds simply vanished.
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

us firm Writes F'J' Egypt's one million teachers According to latest statistics, Mercer survey - EmployeeUgandan women

reported to work. But according tothe country’s ailing economy will statutory and public holiday

regime decrees independent sources, activists andontract by some 5.5 percent thigntitlements) demand equality
journalists, about 65 to 75 per cenyear, while its budget deficit from
The head of Fiji's Trades Union of teachers did not report toJanuary to August 2011 WidenecEmp|0yeeS sit-in Female trade union leaders in
Congress, Felix Anthony, says theclassrooms in many parts of theby 22.1 percent to 18.09 billion Uganda’s National Organisation

apparent drafting of an country. Parents kept many of theeuros ($24.35 billion) from the same@ll Oil Ministry of Trade Unions (NOTU) have
employmentdecree by aNew Yorkmore than 13 million students inperiod last year. . .. called on employers to respect the
law firm at the request of an airlinethe system at home in anticipation COEanglr?iyeesesa;r(;m:hpevaalE(\eN;iltli legal rights of workers, including
chief may be a first for Fiji. His of the strike. i - i o compensation, minimum wages,
commen%/s follow the Ieakjof the Meanwhile, the Ministry of Reflnery workers M'r_"StWOfO'IStagedas't"nSept'empﬁoyment standards, %nd
firm's itemised $24,000 invoice for Interior stationed police vehiclesmay face layoffs 2linfrontofthe ministry todemand o, ational safety. The Ugandan
three months work to theat schools around the country. In implementation oflawNo. 28/1969, - stitution of 1995 also
coupfourpointfive blog. anumber of locations, teacherson France’s oil major Total has which St'pmat.esequal.'tyw'ththe'rguarantees workers’ rights to join
The documents show Air strike reported that police andsummoned a group works councitOUnterparts in Kuwait Petroleumg.a e nions of their choice to
Pacific’'s CEO, David Pflieger, managementthreatened themwition Oct. 10 to unveil a project toCOrPoration (KPC) and its o te and protecttheir economic

commissioned the Essential merge its refining and chemicalsu't;Sidiag.es' Chai ¢ the &nd social interests.
National Industries Employment /~ ~\ businesses. A company SpOkeSfJnic():ﬁoroflngrti(\)/atealé)ni]laggc:of The chairperson of NOTU’s

- women’s committee, Kim Agnes
R/Vorkers Salem Al-Ajmi, about Atwooki, told arecent conference

involve layoffs among the work- 000 K . . i
force of 74,000 employees, but the>: workers In private oil i, kamnala that since most strikes
companies sometimes have thei

labour movement doubts this claim. . bffect female workers, especially
Total has struggled for severaS@laries delayed, and they facg,,se in the teaching and health
years with its refining businesse£Xcessive work Ioad§. Thesesectors, trade union leaders must
in Europe due to poor margins andvorkers have no health INSUranCentervene to help these workers.

weak demand for fuel products,l'ml'k‘?the"Coue"’}gueS atKPC._The The Member of Parliament for
leading to asset stripping in theP UPlic Authority for Social \,ers Rosemary Senabulya, told
sector. European refiners are€Curity (PASS) does noty,o jejagates that while increased
coming under increasing pressurécknowledge theirhardwork, said; o coss ™t employment has
provided new economic and social

; : [-Ajmi, and the ministry and KPC
fi titors, particularl e .
rorh ewcompetrors, particuiarly refuse to listen to their demands

Decree from the US legal firm,
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley and
McCloy earlier this year.
Anthony says private
companies have no role in writing
laws, which should be properly
considered by an elected
government. He says the move i§
extremely unethical and warrantg
Pflieger's immediate dismissal:
“This is probably the first time in
Fiji's history that we have had

person says the merger will no

lawyers sitting on the other side of\ J inthe Middle East, which have a T | h b ‘opportunities for poor women in
the world drafting decrees or laws relative advantage in accessin% 1€S€ employees have ee'ﬂlganda, the jobs they occupy
that would affect the people of Fiji. crude feedstock. deprived of their rights despite the; o ain unregulated and unstable.
This clearly demonstrates thejail time, or incited parents tolash  Charles Foulard, head of thelSSuance of an official decreeryq o is genial of their rights to
dictatorial  nature of the out against them. CGT union at Total, says the plarptiPulating equality among all .o ar nay and indifference in

government in Fiji. And the fact The teachers’ strike is the firstcould be the first part of a widerWorkers in the oil sector. Al-Ajmi
explained the sit-in was notaime

that there is absolutely notime Egypt's educators haveproject and that workers should : )
atdemanding asalary increment of,

accountability or transparency incollectively acted on a nationalstand ready to act. “We believe'
y P y y y the ouster of the government; th

q;jqual pay for equal work, as well as
nsafe and hazardous working
nvironment, including sexual

this process.” scale since 1951, when the countril otal’s reorganisation will not stop Sharassment by male counterparts.
The regime has refused towasstillunder British colonialrule. there,” Foulard told Reuters, WOrkers merelywantthe approvalgpe cajied upon employers to
commentaboutits role in procuring adding itwould be difficult for the ©f rights that they have beeng,sere core International Labor
the decree for which Air Pacific Greek Workers group to announce layoffs aheadjep?ved _oflfor 42 yela(rjs.h . Organization (ILO) conventions
was billed at an hourly rate of just ] of the 2012 presidential election. Al-Ajmialsorevealedthe union 4, ; specifically provide for
under $1,000. Air Pacific hasresist hew attack Totalaimstomerge its chemical1as twice requestedameetlngWIIQ\lorking women’s rights,

the minister, who does not responde

specially on issues of maternit
Plans are underway to hold P y y

rotection.

declined comment while its min- branch, including the petro-
ority stake holder, Qantasof Aust- The Greek public transport chemical business, withits refining

ralia, says itwants no involvementsector came to an halt on Sept. 28rm and create a separate marketi assive protest actions in th The Secretary General of NOTU,
eter Werikhe, pledged to support
women and encouraged more to
join trade unions and contest for

L s . . leadership positions.
articipate in the demonstrations. PP

ming days if the demands args
not met. Workers in Ahmadi and
Al-Khafji, as well as those in the
drilling and production sites, will

inthe matter, adding that Air Pacificfor a second consecutive day, abusiness to deal with the suppl
runs a separate operation. thousands of workers staged a 24and purchase of oil products.

hour strike and work stoppages Frenchrefineryworkers blocked

i against a fresh governmentproduction foramonthin October

Egy_ptlan_ teachers austerity package. Commuters an@010 to protest a government pIaHP

begm strike s tourists faced up to two-hourtoreduce pensions. The strike cos,

delays on average atairports, shuthe oil sector 230 million euros, Many items in our "G|Oba| C|aSS

On Sept. 17, teachers acrosdown subway stations, longFrance’s oil lobby said. "
Egypt began a national strikequeues at bus stops as well as Struggle column are from the

against the government of Primeraffic jams across Athens. i i
Minister Essam Sharaf. Teachers “You simply cannot expect to Canadlans Labour S tart WebSIte’
are demanding that Sharaf fire higget more money from people wh_oshorthchanged www .labourst art.org

interior minister and honour can no longer afford to cover their )
promises he made last spring thasic needs. We have alread® Vacations

raise wages and living standardsdeclared our own personal ) , [ : . - \
Egypt's educators want thedefaults,” one protestor told Thirty days - that's the number Send me information on the 4_@‘#)
governmenttoimplementa LE1200Xinhua news agency. of statutory holidays citizens in Communist Party of Canada*:'-};

($200) monthly minimumwage,to  Public and private sectorFinland, Brazil and France enjoy,

release a 200 per cent productivityvorkers have scheduled furtheevery year. Canadians, however
bonus promised to public sectorrounds of nationwide strikes andare entitled to just ten days off for]  The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud historf of

workers and to discontinue meritdemonstrations in the last week oftatutory holidays each year, thq fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and sociaffsm.
tests, among other issues. September and into October. lowest among 40 countries in ar The'CPC_does r_nuch more_than run c_andldatesm elet;hons.Wethmkthe ight
Grassroots organisations such Under heavy pressure frominternational survey. Mostworkers against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are

. . in Canada are entitled to a mere twé active across the c_ountry, to bu_ild our party and tp _help strengthen peo le's
as the Independent Teacher&uropean Union/International movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set

Union, who Ca”e.d. fpr the strike, Monetary Fund lenders, theweerll(s -Ofk??ld vacatl(;]n after being democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
have been mobilising for work Greek governmentannounced o the job for more than a year. |  ¢,iajism, contact the nearest CPC office.
stoppage action for weeks. TenSept. 21 another austerity The impact of overworking _
of thousands of teachers protestefackage, including cuts onWithout a decent break adds up Central Committee CPC
earlierin September at the Cabinemonthly salaries and pensions oft 7% of Canadian workers report 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
offices in downtown Cairo and setcivil servants, layoffs of 30,000 they need a vacation more today ~ 416-469-2446  <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.c
a deadline for strikes to begin.  state employees by year end 201than they've neededinfouryears} . _
. ! : Quebec(section du  Ottawa CPC

However, Sharaf and theand changes in the tax system4% Of Canadians report they Usg pari communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108
minister of education, Ahmed The goal is to make up for aall their vacation days. They alsg 5358 Avs Du Parc, Sute °C Manitoba Committee CPC
Gamal Eddin Moussa, refused tcshortfall in budget revenues, andeport feeling better about theirf Z0E2: o 120 T20 o 3368800 387 Sekirk Ave., Winnipeg, ME, R2W 2113
meet teachers’ demands, citindo slash its deficit-to-GDP ratio Jobs whentheyreturn. Overoneirf = ="~ "~ elffax: 204-586-
economic difficulties. to 7.5% by Dec. 31, from 10.5five Canadians - 22% - report} 7o ciark brive, vancouver, BC, VL 331 OnarioCtee CPC

Work stoppages began acrospercent last year. Otherwise, theancelling vacation plans due tq Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net = 412212;24‘\1/2., oronto,
the country on Sept. 17, and wergovernment claims, the countryWork. About one in seven (14%)| edmonton cPc

Hamilton Ctee. CPC

strongest in governorates such asould run out of cash. feel “guilty” about taking | Box 68112 19 Bonnie boon PO 265 Melin Ave., Apt. 815
Beni Suef in Upper Egypt. The However, the unpopular vacations. ) Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
strike spread to Cairo and Giza theneasures were metwithwidespread Inanother alarmingtrend, 49%} ... cpc Tel: 905-548-9586
next day, where the academic yeaanger in the streets of Athens an@f Canadian employers report thay unit1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Alante Region O e BoP 110
officially begins a day later than nationwide. After more than a yearthey S_XIOTICt V‘P/W(?Ifkefs to check inf Calgary, AB, T2A 682 Tel: 403-248-6489 L. b " 002-542-7081
the rest of the country. of painful austerity and reforms, Periodically while on vacation. Saskatchewan CPC
The government claimed thatthe situation in Greece still looks _ (Source: Canadian Centre for| Ema! <mal@communist-party-sk.ca> )
the overwhelming majority of bleak. Policy Alternatives (CCPA);
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Capitalism is bad for children

contrast, a mere one percent obut not to a future for children,
households owned 35.6 percent ofvhich depends entirely on thriving
private wealth, the result in part ofin the here and now. They would
a 281 percentincome hike betweefight wars without end, free
1979 and 2007. Downthe ladder, 1grandchildren of government debt,
percent of families controlled 51.6educate to compete, keep seniors
percent of non-institutional netfrom freeloading, and they speak
worth. In 2007, white families of jobs. They quashed the idea of
claimed $143,000 in median netuniversal health care. Too bad:
worth; Black households $9300;some of the babies and mothers
and Hispanic families $9100. would have survived. Instead,
The wealthy run the show.millionaires and their hangers-on
Citing admittedly non-exact data,shore up the military industrial
The Center for Responsive Politicsccomplex and subject working
reports in 2009 that 79 of 100 senpeople to fear and divisions.
ators and 229 of 435 representa- With children under siege and
Findings are correlated with tiveswere millionaires. Pres. Obamanany of them dying preventable
children’s ethnic origins. That was worth $4.96 million, Secretarydeaths, the time for action and
emphasis takes on additional of State Hillary Clinton, $31.24 organization is now. Marxists,
meaning from the suggestion oftheir first year out of 1000 births, thereafter. Between 1987 and 2006million. The average senator’s 2008 xperienced in the history of class
Vicente Navarro and others thategistered 6.75 in 2007 (the lasthe U.S. rate doubled, from 6.6 tonet worth was $13.99 million, thatconflict, are surely fit to educate
race often serves as proxy folyear for which finalized statistics 13.3 deaths per 100,000 births. Abf House members, $4.67 million. and lead in this struggle and many
class. are available). The IMR for white blames discrimination, poverty, What, one asks, is the U.S.others. Socialists, including self-
Child poverty increased 28babieswas 5.64;for Blackinfants,and deficiencies in medical caregovernment doing about aproclaimed Marxists, need no
percent between 2000 and 2009 13.24; for Hispanic babies, 5.71.The risk of African-American humanitarian crisis? In 2009, U.S longer to wait around to be admitted
10 percentbetween 2008 and 2009rhe United Nations reports thewomen dying during childbirth is birthstotaled 4.1 million, with 26,531 into establishment circles, or for
While one in 10 white children U.S.IMR, averaged over five yearsfour times that of white women. infant deaths. If families then couldstages of struggle to evolve. They
were in poverty thatyear ($22,050ranked higher, i.e. less favourable, Only 60 percent of Black and have benefited from Cuba’s IMR -should break off from capitalist
for a family of four), one in three than 45 other countries. Hispanic students graduate front.0thatyear, 4.5 currently - 20,1000ower brokers and an ideology of
Black and Hispanic childrenwere The U.S. percentage of lowhigh school; 81 percent of whitebabies would have died and 6433reed. Victims cry out.
poor. Of 15.5 million poor children birthweight babies has recentlystudents do. Almost 80 percent obabies would have lived. In 2009, A leading option for socialists
under age 18 - 20.7 percent of altdoubled. Mothers of Black andminority students function well 609,552 African American babiesis independent political action,
children - 11.9 percent were white Hispanic babies are more than twicdelow grade level in reading andwere born, of whom 8,356 died.initially education and agitation.
35.7 percent Black; and 33.1as likely as white mothers to lackmath. Homeless preschool childrerHad Cuban standards for infantStruggle for the children is one of
percent Hispanic. For childrenbasic prenatal care. Because ddre up 43 percent over two yearssurvival prevailed, 3,045 would many inviting scenarios. The fate
under five, comparable figuresdiscrimination and bureaucraticBlack, Hispanic, and American have died and 5331 would haveof children teaches about the
were 14.7 percent, 41.9 percenthurdles, eligible Black and HispanicIndian youth make up two thirds oflived. That's an annual lossrealities of class antagonism.
and 35 percent respectively. Bychildren go without health those entering the juvenile justicematching multiple Twin Tower Fighting for their survival becomes
contrast, 8.9 percent of persongisurance at rates almost thresystem. disasters. The totality of grief anda crash course on combativeness.
over 65 were poor. times those of white children. In 2009, 80 percent of U.S.hardship afflicting U.S. children Inquiry into and advocacy for
The CDF report relies upon Childrensufferfromloss oftheir families controlled only 12.8 extends, of course, beyond thesprograms serving children’s needs
statistical associations betweemmothers. Amnesty Internationalpercent of all private wealth, downdramatic numbers. prepares socialists for the time of
poverty and race and harm done toecently reported that the Unitedfrom 18.7 percent in 1983. By U.S. rulers look to the future, assuming responsibilities.
children. For example, the U.S.States ranks 41st in maternal
infant mortality rate (IMR), the mortality, a measure of women
number of babies dying duringdying during pregnancy or shortly

By W.T. Whitney, Jr.

U.S. children are threatened
especially poor, Black, and
Hispanic children. Hazards moun
in tandem with child poverty, as
wealth ends up in fewer and fewe
hands. Capitalist rule makeg
children victims of class war.

The Children’s Defense Fund’s
(CDF) report “The State of
America’s Children 2011" presents
data on child poverty, health ang
educational outcome, juvenile
justice, family structure, housing,
and exposure to violence.

British PM slammed for war-

mongering at United Nations - 4,. | ' L&Uﬂf 73'{ ‘W {7)

_l..-“,
David Cameron was branded awarmonger on Sept. 23 for advis| S B f'r{ﬂ P f}( f 3 Q J{j
the United Nations to embrace NATO-style military interventions tf__, A B ) n
rid the world of “oppressive” governments. Revellingin his “victory’ ] " LN ; ' f‘]lN,‘j\fQ
in Libya, the Prime Minister said that the international commum - i i O e
. - -r-r- A

needed to use a combination of military action or “hard power” a
“soft power” like diplomacy and financial aid.
Singling out Yemen and Syria, Cameron told the UN Gener| ”m

I'-r

.:EDUC cmw 5|M Hi‘ST Ri
F’UEBLU 5 r".r MORIA

Assembly in New York: “It is time for the members of the securit
council to act.” But though he praised - and took credit for - th
changes sweeping the Arab world, Cameron refused support |_
Palestinians’ bid for statehood.

UK Stop the War Coalition vice-chair Chris Nineham brande
Cameron’s comments as at best “rank hypocrisy” and at wo
committing Britain to the so-called war on terror.

“Cameron’s talk of being tough on tyrants is laughable when onB
recently he was touring the world selling arms to some of the worst
offenders including Saudi Arabia,” said Nineham. “His commitment . .
to becoming a full-on interventionist is one more reason to ensure thaSt d t t t | t C h I
the 10th angniversary of the Afghan war and the start of the ‘war on u e n p ro eS S esca a- e I n I e
terror’ is market by a massive turnout in London’s Trafalgar Square
on Saturday October 8.” An estimated 180,000 studentdabelled as “educational apartheid”system set up during the 1973-

Communist Party of Britain general secretary Rob Griffiths said thand teachers marched on Sept. 22 The protesters want the centrall 990 military rule of Gen. Augusto
Cameron’s “warmongering enthusiasm completely undermines thethe Chilean capital, Santiago, ingovernment to take full control of Pinochet.
founding charter of the UN and spells endless wars against tie latest mass protest to demaneducation and increase spending Officially, Chile was firstamong
peoples of the Third World.” educational reform. The proteston public schools. They also want_atin American states in the

(From the Morning Star onlines movement-now inits fourth monthincreased funding for universities, OECD’s 2009 rankings of
- is the biggest in Chile since theincluding scholarships rather thaneducational standards. But of the
return to democracy in 1990. Theloans for poorer students, and a5 countries in the rankings, Chile
MoOre gedraed FunNddmMenNtdlists government has promised somend to profit in education. placed 64th interms of segregation

: reforms, but the students say they President Sebastian Pinera haacross social classes in its schools
do not go far enough. promised limited reforms andand colleges. Only Peruhasamore

The rally was the biggest inaround $4 billion in extrafunding. socially divided system. Over half
several weeks. Some protesterBut he categorically rejects callsthe schools in Chile, and most of
wore fancy dress or played musicafor state control and free educationthe universities, are privately-run.
instruments as they marched Pinera addressed the issue ina “The people understand that
through Santiago. Sept. 22 speechtothe UN Generdhe crisis in education is in fact a

Student leaders are demandingissembly in New York, promising crisis of the model installed under
wholesale reform of Chile’s “quality education for everyone, the dictatorship. The protestis not
education system, which is deeplyand free education for those whagainst today’s government, but
unequal and desperately underrequireit.” againstthe neo-liberal model,” said
funded. The system is sharply But student leaders say hisCamila Vallejo, president of the
divided between private and publicproposed reforms do not addresSECH (Student Federation of La
schools, an approach critics havéhe fundamental problems of aUniversidad de Chilem

emonstrators at the Sept. 22 student march in Santiago

= dhd et o2
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THIRD INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

OF POETRY OF RESISTANCE

Organizers of the 3rd Canada, Teresita VicenteheadtoBeitZatoun,612Markhani
international Festival of Poetry of Sotolongo, and Nicaragua’sSt., for a presentation of English
Resistance (IFPOR) are puttingAmbassador to the United Statesand Arabic poetry and music, ang
together a “dramatic, inspiring, Francisco Campbell, followed by a panel on the Middle East with g
insightful, diverse” programme for an evening of poetry, dance andocus on Palestine. Dinner
the weekend of Oct. 14-16 inmusical performances. (individual bills) will follow at the
Toronto. This year’s Festival is The nextday, Sat., Oct. 15, willSouthern Accent Restaurant, 59
“dedicated to oppressed peopléeginat 10 am with an all-SpanishMiarkham St., with an open mic
everywhere.” In 2009, IFPOR morning session of poetry andhosted by Charles Roach.
focused on freedom for the Cubammusic atthe 519 Community Centre, Sunday morning, Oct. 16, kicks
Five and in 2010, on self- off at 10 am with a novice
determination of peoples. poets session at the

IFPOR views poetry as a Steelworkers Hall, including
source of delight, but also as Beatriz Santiago, Nery
aweapon for liberation, as it Quinteros, Juana Suarez
was used by Nazim Hikmet, members of the poetry
Pablo Neruda, Ho Chi Minh, workshop, Elizabeth Hill, Lisa
Jose Marti, Vladimir Makarchuk.

Mayakovsky and so many @ From 11 until 12, an
others around the world. The informal meeting of IFPOR
Festival aimsto cross borders participants will draft a
and cultures to unite in our == Declaration on behalf of the
struggles for a more just & Festival. After lunch, an
worldfor all. afternoon panel will discuss
All events of the Festival = new developments in Cuba,

are free of charge to the public Egypt, Pakistan and
exceptforthe opening. There Venezuela, followed by more
are noregistrationfees, buta musical and poetry
donation of $15 is requested presentations, and a final
foran admissionticket, which plenary to adopt the

includes all events plus dinner or619 Church Street. Hosted byDeclaration.
Friday, October 14, at theCarlos Angulo Rivas and José [IFPORwillwrapupwithalight
Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecil Street.Gonzalez, performers includedinnerand afarewell evening with
Starting at 5 pm, the openingConstanza Duran, José Castraore poets and musicians.
will include a First Nations Pozo, Jorge Etcheverry, Nina Cheques in advance made oU
smudging ceremony, the launchot.aPorta, Jose Gonzalez, Marcdo the International Festival of
Volume One, IFPOR Anthology- Castillo, Carlos Angulo Rivas, Poetry of Resistance can be sent
2011, and an art exhibit and silenDavid Palmer, Katharine Beemanpo Lisa Makarchuk, IFPOR, 33
auction featuring the cartoons ofArdis Harbour Square, #409, Toronto
Gerardo Hernandez, one of theHarriman, James Cockcroft, Jesu®©N, M5J2G2.
Cuban Five. The after-dinnerand EmmanuelMaya, “Los Santos For more information, visit
programme will feature speakerdnnocentes”, and an open mic. www.poetryofresistance.org, or
including Cuba’s Ambassador to  After lunch, participants will call416-551-5144

Flawed CPCCA report pushes
ban on criticism of Israel

Woodley. “In general, theworkof As the CPJME notes, “the
the Inquiry does not seem credibleprincipal aim of the CPCCA,
OnJuly 7, after along delay, theas it sought to highlight only thoseapparent from its initial news
so-called “Canadian Parliamentarwoices which supported itsreleases, comments made b
Coalitionto Combat Antisemitism” premises, while ignoring all members of the Inquiry Panel
(CPCCA)releasedthe report of itscontrary voices.” throughout its hearings, and in its
inquiry. Canadians for Justice and  Although the Inquiry claimed to final Report, is to widen the
Peaceinthe Middle East (CJPMEhave received 200 written definition of antisemitismtoinclude
has issued a detailed critique oubmissions, less than half of thoseriticism of Israeli government
“grave misrepresentations” by theare acknowledged in the Report, opractices and policies, particularly
CPCCA, which includes onthe CPCCAwebsite. Atleastonahose thathave cometo be labelle
Conservative, Liberal and NDP “Israeli Apartheid™
MPs, but is not an official The key recommendation of the
Parliamentary group. Reportis that Canada should adoy
The CPCCA Reportargues that the European Union Monitoring
antisemitism is on the rise, both in
Canadian society generally, and
particularly on campuses. But afte
a review of the testimony, the
CJPME found that most of the
senior Canadian law enforcement
officials who appeared before the
inquiry stated that antisemitismin member of an extremist pro-Israe
their respective provinces and lobby group, the American Jewish
cities was either not on the rise, oPanel member refused to put heAgency.” Such a definition would
had in fact dropped. name onthereport; Liberal MP Joyceeffectively outlaw almost any
All 12 university administrators Murray toldEmbassy Magazireat ~criticism of Israel in Canada.
who appeared before the InquiryCPCCAmemberswere neverbrought This appears to be the directior
testified that antisemitism was nottogether to discuss the Report oof the Harper Tory government.
a problem on their campuses. Yetonsider revisions. Federal cabinet ministers Johrn
such testimony was ignored or The CPCCA decided to hearBaird and Jason Kenney recently
even distorted in the Report tofrom selected persons and groupsigned the Ottawa Protocol on
make it appear as if the oppositenainly representing pro-IsraelCombating Antisemitism, one of
was the case. organizations. Groups andthe stepssuggestedbythe CPCC
“It is upsetting and unethical individuals who challenged thereport. Legislation relating to
that the CPCCA’s Reportassumptions of the CPCCA weregriticism of Israel is also expected
essentially ignored the mostin the main, excluded from theby the CPJME and other groups
authoritative testimony presentednquiry, and the Report refuses tavhich have been active in defens

PV Vancouver Bureau

Defend
Free
Speech!

(“EUMC™) Working Definition of
Antisemitism. Asthe CPIJME says
“This definition, drafted in 2005,

adopted by no government ang
was, in fact, drafted by a prominen

Centre on Racism and Xenophobia thanks to the efforts of The Sound Strike, a coalition of ari

has no official status; has been E| Sistema comes to Canada

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Celebrating Woody’s centennial

Preparations are underway for the celebration of legen
troubadour Woody Guthrie’s centennial in 2012. The great folksi

v

generations of musicians and activists. A host of concerts, programs
and special events are being planned by the Grammy Muse [
partnership with the Woody Guthrie Archive and the Guthrie fa
The first of many events leading up to the centennial is the Septegmber
release oNote of Hopgan album conceived by Woody’s daughter
Noraand produced by Grammy award-winning bassist Rob Wassefman.
Note of Hopdeatures unpublished writings of Woody Guthrie, sef to
music by a stellar cast of performers including Jackson Browne] Ani
DiFranco, Nellie McKay, Lou Reed and Pete Seeger. The first off{cial
Canadian event to celebrate the Guthrie centennial takes plgce in
Markham, Ontario on Oct. 2 with (appropriately enough) Jerry Gray
and the Travellers. For more info: www.woody100.com.

Bagpipes and guitars in Wisconsin

Musician-activist Tom Morello, co-founder of Rage Against the
Machine, was treated to a hero’s welcome by the bagpipers of Fire
Fighters Local 311 when he returned to Madison for a Labour Day show
last month. In February, Morello inspired tens of thousands with his
appearance in front of the Wisconsin state legislature. The militant
rocker was one of the first nationally-known performers to join [the
protest against right-wing extremist governor Scott Walker. The|fire
fighters’ bagpipers were there too, defending labour rights and [ocal
democracy. Morello’s new albuviiorld-Wide Rebel Songslebrates
contemporary street protests from Madison to Cairo. Proceeds |go to
non-profit media that expose corporate abuse and highlight
struggles. His “Justice Tour” tragghis fall to the battleground statgs

t of Ohio and Michigan. For moreinfo: http:/nightwatchmanmusic.com/

Palestine solidarity update

There are always new initiatives to report about musicians agting
in solidarity with Palestine. This month we have two noteworthy
items. The first involves klezmer music, a genre with roots in|the
Jewish ghettos of Eastern Europe. Its popularity has surged in recent
decades, so it's encouraging to learn about the compilation album
Klezmer Musicians Against the Wallost of the bands include
are American, butthere are also a few from Germany and Isragl/UK
inthe mix. Proceeds go to two worthy initiatives supporting Palestihian

the Red Sea Jazz Festival August 21st. When asked to cancel py the
Israeli group Boycott From Within, members of the band discugsed
the information they’d received and promptly cancelled their shiow.
Read their impressive statement at http://electronicintifada.n

Growing call to boycott Fender

Fender Musical Instruments, the world’s largest guitar
manufacturer, is under criticism for its outsourcing of sweatshop
labour and its de facto support of Arizona’s anti-immigrant law|SB
1070. Fender has its headquarters in Arizona, which has legiglated
a climate of fear among Latino families, causing many to flee the gtate.
The racist legislation has prompted an international boycott, but
dFender has refused to speak out against it. Moreover, the conppany
continues to defy an international boycott of Cort Guitars, the anti-
union South Korean instrument manufacturer which supplies them

~

founded by rock musician Zack de la Rocha. For more info visit h
/thesoundstrike.info and http://cortaction.wordpress.com.
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Venezuela's celebrated music education program El Sister
coming to Canada. Founded in the 1970s and taking off unds
enthusiastic patronage of the Hugo Chavez administration
program encompasses 125 youth orchestras. More impressive
factthat of the 350,000 children enrolled in its programs, 90% are
poor socio-economic backgrounds. The social and cultural ber|
of El Sistema are so convincing that the model is being adopt
other countries. Toronto philanthropist Robert Eisenberg
violinist-educator David Visentin officially launched Sistema-Torofto
in the west-end Parkdale neighbourhood in September. Qther
programs now underway in Ottawa and New Brunswick. When
founder José Antonio Abreu and his famous student, condyctor

hGustavo Dudamel, arrive in Toronto this month to be feted by the
Glenn Gould Foundation, the prospects for music education in
Toronto should get pretty interesting. But it remains to be seen(if El
Sistema can deliver results as spectacular as in Venezuela, where the

b ministry of social services covers 90% of its operating expensesg. For
more info: http://sistema-toronto.ca/.

toit,” said CJPME director, Thomasacknowledge their submissions. of free speectw
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“Theyfoughttirelessly
forworking people”

As part of a People’s Voice North elected four MLAs.In1953, Women'’s International
tribute to this year’s 90th he had the first-ballot support ofDemocratic Federation. ooen at 585 E. Broadwav. To
anniversary of the Communistover 18% of the riding’s voters. During the post-war years’vcr:lunteerforthécam ai nydro
Party of Canada, this is a brief Then Manitoba moved to aCommunists were a leading forcelnorcall604—255-04%og - arop
sketch of the unique lives ofsingle-member first-past-the-postin Winnipeg’'s Labour Election '
William (Bill) and Mary Kardash, system for all ridings, and Committee (LEC), which ran People’s Co-op Books AGM,
long-time elected officials in boundaries were manipulated irprogressive candidates for cityFriday, Sept. 30, 7 pm. For
Winnipeg, who combined electoralWinnipeg to split up Kardash's council and school board. Manymembership and info, visit the
and extra-parliamentary strugglesupport. Running in the BurrowsLEC candidates were electedstore, 1391 Commercial Drive.
for a better world for over sevenriding, he took 22% of the total, butincluding communists such aswill The Real TerroristPlease
decades. finished second to the CCFAndrew Bileski and Joe Zuken. StandUp?, SaullLandau’'snew

Born in 1912 in Hafford, candidate. In 1950, Mary Kardash ran herfilm (see this page for details),
Saskatchewan, BillKardashjoined During his 17 years as afirst campaign for School Board, Wed., Oct. 5, 6:40 pm and Fri.,
the Communist Party during theCommunistMLA, BillKardashwas trying several times until winning Oct 7, 3:00 pm at Empire
terrible years of the Greatadeterminedandrelentlessfightein 1960. She was re-elected untiGranville 7 Theatre; Tue., Oct
Depression. This area, north offor the interests of the working 1970, andthenagainfrom1977td1, 1:30 pm at Pacific
Saskatoon and east of thelass in Winnipeg and 1986,toppingthe pollsthreetimesCinematheque (1130 Howe).
Battlefords, was a hotbed of radicalnternationally. When U.S. As a school trustee, Mary was &ponsored by Canadian-Cuban
activity, and Kardash became anmperialismturned up the Cold Wartireless fighter for a high-quality Friendship Association.
organizerforthe left-wing Farmers’heat, he never flinched in hiseducation for all children, | ot Fjjm Night, 7 pm, Sun.,
Unity League. _ advocacy of socialism and Worldespge_c|allythosefromIow—lncor_neOCt_ 30, Centre for Socialist

_V_Vlththe_outbreakofthe_ Spanishpeace. _ families. She was on the CUttiNgEqycation, 706 Clark Dr. Free
Civil War in 1936, he joined 'ghe_ One episode from 1947edge of struggles for SChO_Oladmission, call 604-255-2041
Mackenpe-Papmeau Battallon,|llu§'grates the tenor of Cold Warbreakfast programs, better Ch'ldfordetails,orsee ournextissue
serving in the tank corps of thepolitics. Berry Richards, a radicalcare, and many other reforms. Hefyr information.
anti-fascist International Brigades.CCF MLA who was once efforts focused particularly on
Wounded at the battle of Fuentesuspended from his party forworkingwith Aboriginal groups to
de Ebro (October 1937), Kardashurging a coalition with other left- tackle the poverty faced by ™" 3
lost a leg and returned to Canadawing parties, rose inthe Legislatureahousands of Aboriginal children Indlgenous Young Women:
Back home he began a speakingp warn that “Canada is beingin Winnipeg. The St. Cross Ch”dSpeaklng ourTruth§, Nov. 18-
tour to build solidarity with sucked into United States' ...Care Centre of Winnipeg was2Lconference. Info: 1-888-948-
Republican Spain. militarism and is in grave danger ofrenamed the Mary Kardash Chilgt 112 or Natasha@girls-

Touring the prairies atthe sameosing her sovereignty.” Noting Care Centre in her honour in 19952¢tionfoundation.ca, or google
time was Mary Kostaniuk, on behalfthata US plane had been “stunting” One of the final political Girls Action Foundation”.
of the Ukrainian Labour-Farmeronly 60 feet over houses in Thecontributions of this remarkable
Temple Association, the left-wing Pas, he demanded that Americanouple came in the early 1990s# :
organization in the Ukrainian- troops atthe Fort Churchill military when the Communist Party ofDavid Rovics concert
Canadian community. The pathsbase be forcedto leave. Afewday€anada faced an attempt by th&niversity of Ottawa Alumni
of the two sometimes crossed, anthter, Bill Kardash seconded theleadership of that time to liquidateAuditorium, Sunday, Oct. 2, 7
on occasion Mary’s meetingsweremotion. The dailyWinnipeg the Party. Bill and Mary stood by pm. Tickets $10-$20 sliding
cancelled due to the tremendoudribuneasked where Richards andheir comrades across the countrygcale, proceeds to Canadian
interestin Kardash’s tour. ButtheyKardash were getting their ideassuccessfully resisting this attackBoat to Gaza. For info email
never met until both were in“Maybe,” wrote the Tribune, “it's and then helping to beginLarryatcpccarleton@yahoo.ca.
Winnipeg, in the spring of 1939. something they ate - probablyrebuilding the Party in Winnipeg. Co-sponsored by Rosa
Later they joked about “who hadcaviar.” Even political rivals of the Luxembourg and Carleton
chased whom” across the country! An MLA salary in those days Kardash’s had to acknowledgeUniversity CPC clubs, Young
They married in March 1940, andwas not enough to supportafamilytheir huge contributions to the Communist League, Students
had two children, Ted and Nancy.and Bill Kardash alsoworked atthdives of working people in for Palestinian Human Rights

In that period, Manitoba People’s Co-op Dairy, serving asWinnipeg. One was MLA (and

Vancouver, BC

COPE Election Office, now

What's Left

(U of Ottawa), Students Against
Israeli Apartheid (Carleton U),
Independent Jewish Voices,
Exile, and others.

Toronto, ON

3rd Annual International

Festival of Poetry of

Resistance, openingdinnerand
programme Friday, Oct. 14, 5
pm, Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecil
St. For info on full weekend of
events, see story on page 10.

Michael Parenti forum, hear
the author of The Face of
Imperialism, Tue., Nov. 1, time
and place TBA. Parentiwill also
speak in Guelph (Nov. 2) and
Hamilton (Nov. 3). For detalils,
contact PV Ontario Bureau, 416-
469-2446.

St. Catharines, ON

What are our real choices?,

forum with Saleh Waziruddin
(Communist candidate in St.
Catharines) and Liz Rowley
(Ontario CP leader), Sat., Oct.
1, 2 pm, St. Catharines Library
Bankers Room, 54 Church St.

Brampton, ON

Meet the candidate, discuss
the politics, with Brampton-
Springdale Communist
candidate Liz Rowley, Sunday,
Oct. 2, 2 pm, Soccer Centre
Community Room 2, 1495
Sandalwood Parkway East. Call
416-469-2446 forinfo.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3pm, outside Israeli
shoe store “NAOT”, 3941 St-
Denis Street.

combined single-member ruralgeneral manager from 1948 untillater Manitoba Premier) Gary Doer|

constituencies with multi-member1982 when he retired. Throughoutvho expressed his condolencep P I 'g/ I d dI (01
urbanridings. Using atransferablehis life, he remained active in thein the Legislature when Bill eop e Olce ea Ine\>

vote system, Winnipeg votersUkrainian community and in Kardash died in 1997: “Truly, it
elected ten MLAs in 1941, campaigns for peace and on behatfan be said that Mary and Bill
including BillKardash, onthe ballot of veterans of the Mackenzie-were political and social powersinj
as a Workers Party candidate, sincBapineau Battalion. the north end of Winnipeg, peoplég
the CPC was banned. He was re- BorninWinnipegin1913, Mary that fought tirelessly for working
elected in 1945 for the LabourKardash was equally involved inpeople and their families.
Progressive Party, as theprogressive movements andlogether, whether it was on thg
Communist Party was renamed tstruggles, particularly the school boards through Mary, or

October 16-31 issue: Thursday, Oct. 6
November 1-15 issue: Thursday, Oct. 20
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

function legally. Kardash was Association of United Ukrainian Billinthis Legislature, they fought
victorious againin 1949 and 1953 Canadians, and the Congress afn behalf of poor people every
campaigns in which Winnipeg Canadian Women, affiliated to thehour of the day.®

Michael Parenti
coming to S. Ont ario

Popular Marxist author Michael Parenti will speak at several events

CCFA co-sponsors new Landau film
in southern Ontario in early November, including Toronto on Nov. 1,

Who aretherealterrorists? Thaby the U.S. government. Landauwillbe presentfor Q&A followed by Guelph on Nov. 2, and finally in Hamilton on Nov. 3. Details
crucial question is the focus of theParticipants in the Bay of Pigssessions atthe firsttwo screeningswill be announced shortly. The talks will be based on Parenti’s new book,
latest documentary from Emmy-invasion appear on camerato boasin Wed., Oct. 5, 6:40 pm, and agairThe Face of ImperialisiiParadigm Publishers, 2011).
winning director Saul Landau andof or re-evaluate their activitieson Friday, Oct. 7, 3:00 pm, bothat  As John Gerassi (author Gfreat Fear in Latin Ameridawrites,
Oscar-winning cinematographerover the years. the Empire Granville 7 Theatre #4.“Parenti’sThe Face of Imperialisiis by far the best and boldest of all
Haskell Wexler.Will the Real The 81-minute film features The final screening will be on his formidable work. It
Terrorist Please Stand Upffakes Danny Glover, Cuba’stop counterTuesday, Oct. 11, 1:30 pm, at theneticulously exposes the]
its Canadian debut with threespy and even Fidel Castro himselPacific Cinematheque. disastrous consequences of the - =
screenings at the Vancouver Film(filmed recently), combined with  Full information on ticket greedofmultinational (mostlyU.S.)| ™4[ 7 /20 &

Festival this month. The filmis co- fascinating archival footage and gurchases and about the FestivaJorporations, and it documents —. ~ - .
sponsored by the Canadiantareinterviewfromprisonwithonecan be found at www.viff.org/ how and why they control our AN LR Y
festival.e

Cuban Friendship Association ofof the Cuban Five.
Vancouver. The producer of over forty films,

Will the Real Terrorist Please Landau has received numerou
Stand Up2ells the story of five awards, including an Emmy with
decades of U.S. terrorism againsfack Willis forPaul Jacobs and
the Cuban people, and of the fivehe Nuclear Gangthe Letelier-
Cuban anti-terrorists unjustly Moffitt Human Rights Award, the
lockedinU.S.jailsfortwelveyears.George Polk Award for
Interview subjects include Investigative Reporting, the First
renowned terrorists Luis PosadéAmendment Award, and the
Carriles, Orlando Bosch, JoséBernardo O’Higgins award from
Basulto and others, who freelywalkthe Chilean government for his
on the streets of Miami, protectechuman rights work.

government, which claims to foster
democracy but systematically
supports the dictatorships that
cater to the profit motives of those
corporations.”
Parenti’s tour is co-sponsored
by People’s Voice, the Young
Communist League, and othel {*% /1 ;
progressive groups. For v
information on location and| g
times,see our Oct. 16-31issue, of
contactthe PV Ontario Bureau, te
416-469-244@

THE FACE OF

Support the 2011
PV Fund Drive for
$50,000.

Send your
contribution today!
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Quebec sovereignty movement faces crisis

manifesto, could well sweepto strengthen their positionwithinpossible date. They stronglystating that it alone must define
Central Committee Québec in _the next t_al_ection if itthe sovereignty movement andcriticize Legat_JItforhis“betrayal" such guidelines.
Communist Party O’f turns itself into a political party. remove t_he monopoly of its PQof the sovereignty cause, an_d Ihe The PQ says that,“the"nelw
Canada, Aug. 27-28, 2011 The PQ WouIc_I be relegated tdeadership. For gxample, a NewPQ due_to its inconsistency in itsmovement for Québec s
' third place behind the completelyMovement for Québec (NMQ) haspromotion. One proposal that“populated by” a lot of extremists
The defeat of the Bloc discredited Liberals. just been created at an August 2teceives a lot of support amongand radicals” and is therefore
Québecaois in the federal election This Coalition reflects the gathering of separatist forces. 45@his group is “the convening of reluctant to join it in any way
has lit a powder people attended, the Estates General of thewhatsoever.
kegwithinthe Parti The Coalition for the Future of Quebec created including three sovereignty movement”whereall This crisisis certainly the worst
Québecois and the earlier this year by two capitalists, former PQ resigned PQ the separatist forces, includingexperienced by the PQ and
sovereignty minister Francois Legault and a former Liberal members, other the PQ, would be required tothreatens its very existence. It
movement. The adviser, Charles Sirois, is recruiting heavily in the  former PQ deputies, negotiate the terms of a newcould result in a significant
broad consensusranks of the PQ and is becoming a serious threat... representatives of strategic alliance. The PQredeploymentof political forcesin
around the strategy The Coalition believes that the slogan of sovereignty ~ SPQlibre, etc. Other immediately rejected this proposalQuébec.
of “sovereignty undermines the unity of the Quebec bourgeoisie  elementsoutside the
governance” itself, unity which is needed to fight the working PQ, such as former
proposed by PQ class and popular forces... FLQ members,
leader Pauline representatives of
Marois and adopted at the PQuiews of the big bourgeoisie inthe Québec Network of Strength
convention in April 2011 has now Québec and has won the opeQPP) and members of Québec
evaporated. This current crisissupport of some of its mostSolidaire also participated. Othe
which has in fact been brewingimportant elements, such as thgroups are alsoinvolved in public
below the surface ever since thé.emaire family (Paper-Cascade)debate for a spot at the helm of the
sovereignty camp’s defeat in theMarcel Dutil (Canam-Manac)andmovement, like the new
1995 referendum, burst into theJean Coutu (pharmacies) as wellndependence Party, Gilbert
open with the resignation of fiveas others - most of the samdPaquette, aformer PQ memberwhy
PQ MNAs in early June, barely aelements which in the past hadn 2007 launched a movement
month after the federal election.also supported the rise ofthe ADQcalled “Focus on Independence”,
These resignations immediatelyit is further supported by severalOption Québec, the new party led
provoked, both within and outsideforces from the far-right, as Eric by Jean-Martin Aussafanother
the PQ, a protestmovementagainstaire, who had run for the ADQ PQ MNA who resigned in June;
the strategy endorsed by thdeadership on the platform thatthis party was formally launched
convention. the ADQ was not far enough toon Sept. 20 as Option Nationaje]
This strategy, similar to the onethe right. and even André Parizeau and hi
adopted by PQ under the Like the “lucid” Lucien nationalist group. April 17, 2011 - Parti Québecois leader Pauline Marois wins a
leadership of Pierre-Marc JohnsorBouchard, the Coalition proposes Their positions largely reflect 93% confidence vote atthe PQ convention, while Bloc Québecois
in the mid-80s, is to gradually to table’ the national question forthe view of a petty bourgeoisieleader Gilles Duceppe still expects to keep most of his party’s
repatriate powers from Ottawa toat least the nextten years. There@ager to maintain classseats in Parliament. Just a few months later, Marois is in deep
Québec, while deferring reason for this strategy is that theollaboration to achieve politicaltrouble, and Duceppe hasresigned following the Bloc's
indefinitely a new referendum onbourgeoisie wants to prioritize thesovereignty at the earlieststunning federal election losses.
Québecindependence, tlaégson “class struggle” against the
d’etre of the party. This strategy working class and its interests. .
is actually acompromise to preveniThis desire is reinforced by the
the party from being torn betweeneconomic crisis. BarlOW among 180 arreSted In T ar Sands prOteSt
its two main trends, ensuring that Indeed, the program it offers of
both remain at the head of thedismantlingthe so-called“Québec More than 1,000 peoplenotably, the Fisheries Act, thewere also arrested as they passed
sovereignty movement if andmodel” of social benefits is not gathered on ParliamentHill on Septhuman right to water, the rights ofover a police fence.
when it forms a provincial conducive to establishing the26towarnthe Harper governmennature, and the UN Declarationon Council of Canadians Board
government. To accomplish this,necessary collaboration of classethat the destruction caused by théhe Rights of Indigenous Peoplesmembers Fred Wilson and Abdul
the PQ must adopt policies capableequired for the realization of thetar sands to the First Nations, the Shortly after, Barlow was Pirani, staff member Mark
of winning the support of the sovereignty of Québec. In addition climate and water must stop. Someurrested as part of the firstwave o€alzavara, and several COC
bourgeoisie. the Coalition believes that the200 people prepared to peacefullyctivists to pass over the fence. activists were among the 180
Meanwhile, the Coalition for slogan of sovereignty underminescross a police barricade in frontof ~Key movementallies -including arrested throughout the day.
the Future of Québec createdhe unity of the Québec the Centre Block in an attempt toDave Coles, Tony Clarke, Graham At press time, those released
earlier this year by two capitalists,bourgeoisie itself, unity which is take this message to the House dbaul of the Climate Action Network, were charged with trespass (a $75
former PQ minister Francoisneeded to fight the working classCommons. and George Poitras (former chief ofine), and are not allowed to return
Legault and a former Liberal and popular forces. Finally, the The actionwas launched with athe Mikisew Cree First Nation), to Parliament Hill fora year.
adviser, Charles Sirois, isbourgeoisie needs a new politicapowerful rally led by First Nations prmm
recruiting heavily in the ranks of vehicle because the currenieaders, CEP president Dave Cole§

Special report to the

threat. Polls show that thisdiscredited. and other speakers. Council O nb

coalition, which for the most part ~ On the other hand, the so-callecCanadians chairperson Maudg| e
is associated with the line put‘hardcore” separatists, includingBarlow told the crowd assembled >
forward by former Premier Lucien many elements outside the PQon the Hill that the Harper
Bouchard in his 2005 “lucid” see this crisis as an opportunitygovernment is violating the law -

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

Every issue of PeopLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

The arrest of Maude Barlow on Parliament Hill.

I
| Mikisew Cree First Nation member George Poitras: "The
| tarsands have been mined, primarily open-pit, for the past 40
| years in what is known as the traditional lands of many Treaty
| 6 and Treaty 8 First Nations. The total tarsands deposit, the
I| Secondio Saud Arabia. Only 356 of the ttal deposit has beer
secon . b

330 for 1 year [ $50 for 2 years | mined in the past 40 years an Dr. David SchFi)ndIer, a world
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year Il renowned water expert, proved last year that there has been
0 outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year | virtually no monitoring of what has also been characterized the

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

largest industrial project in the world. A claim that the local
Indigenous peoples have made for decades with proof of
deformed fish, observation of poor water quality, receding water
levels, impacts to animal health, and more recently in Fort
Chipewyan, anincrease inrare and aggressive cancers... | will
bein Ottawa on Sept. 26 to oppose the approval of the Keystone
XL Pipeline because an approval means an expansion of
production of tarsands by a million barrels a day, further
exacerbating local Indigenous peoples grave concerns about

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze event s from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on

Name

Address

Postal Code

Send to: People’s Voice,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1

every p age—in every issue! L | the development of the tarsands.




