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BC strikes

3 Pension "reforms”

The pension "reforms™ announcec

HandyDartdrivers challenge their :
US-based employgwhile the BC Hatemongers In Calgary by Federal Finance Minister Jim

Liberals bow to pressure from Police and corporate media put "equal Flaherty will only affect about 7%
Olympic organizers and impose blame" on anti-racists and neo-Nazis for ~ of pension plans and 10% of
legislation againgtmbulance strife in Calgarybut only the city's retirement savings in Canada.

Paramedics. fascists have a track record of violence. Most workers remain unprotected
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Municipal Conference in Ontario December 5-6

The 2010 municipal election the province.
campaign in Ontario municipalities

inadequate provincial funding thata $9 billion corporate tax cuthiddenon the HST, jobs and social

Bill 177 willforce School Boards is the cause of a new round of cutsn and around the new Harmonizedspending in Ontario. The municipal

opens January 1st, but already thmto fiscal compliance, and like it, closures, and pressures to selbales Tax to come into effect nexelections come eleven months
right-wing is looking to take control by making it illegal for Trustees schools and land that are “excessummer, and an angry electoratéhefore a fixed date provincial

of School Boards and Councils inand Boards to publicly criticize theto capacity.”

Ontario students rally against poverty

Thousands of college and university students protesting against
tuition fees and student debt were joined by community members
on November 5 as part of a united campaign for a poverty-free
Ontario. “Ontario’s students are struggling to pay the highest fees
in Canada while facing the worst youth unemployment on record,”
said Shelley Melanson, Chairperson of the Canadian Federation
of Students-Ontario. “With over 70 percent of new jobs requiring
a diploma or a degree, for many people higher education is a
necessary path out of poverty and unemployment.”

Rallies and events involving thousands of people were held in
Toronto, Ottawa, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, Mississauga, Guelph,
London, Sault Ste. Marie, Peterborough, Scarborough, St.

Act, enabling the city to levy new said the conference is importanf

and it's a combustible brew. electionin October 2011.

In Toronto, former Health  With this in mind, Ontario  For more information on the
Minister George Smitherman, alsoCommunists will gather in Toronto Municipal Conference, contactthe
known as “Furious George” andDecember 5-6 to elaborate theDntario Office at416-469-2446.
“the enforcer”, has announced hiParty’s municipal policies and
candidacy for Mayor of Toronto program, and discuss the municipg
noting his administration will focus fightback across the province, with
on cutting expenditures, nota view to assisting potential
increasing revenues. Retiringcandidates and progressive scho
Mayor David Miller waged a board and municipal reform {
national crusade to force federamovements. Communists will fight
and provincial governments tofor the election of progressive
provide adequate and stablamajorities in school boards and
funding to municipalities. He was municipalities across the provincg. . .« 38
outmaneuvered when the provinceon November 8, 2010. .
instead deliveredthe Cityof Toronto  CPC (Ontario) leader Liz Rowley

taxes on homeowners and tenantsecause it will help to turn thel== —
and drivers in the city, but not onelections into a mini-referendumCP (Ontario) leader Liz Rowley
businesses or corporations.
Smitherman, a right-wing
Liberal, is expected to be
challenged by ousted provincial
Tory leader John Tory, in a battle

HandyDart workers
of the Business Titans for control d ese rve S u p p O rt
of the city executive. The majority

left-centre forces on Council are BY Stephen Von Sychowski
also expectedtobe challengedfrom  op October 22, over 500 HandyDartworkers in the Metro Vancouver

the right. » area, represented by the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) local
In the conditions of global 1724 issued a 72 hour strike notice to MVT Canadian Bus Inc.
economic  crisis, mass

- The deceptively named MVT Canadian Bus is a California based
unemployment and evaporating company which took over the operation of HandyDart services in late
social programs and municipal 2008. HandyDart provides specialized public transit services for
services, this election promises t0 passengers with physical or cognitive disabilities which make them

Catharines, Kingston and Windsor. Statistics and relevant facts
are available at dropfees.ca.
(People’s Voice photo of the Toronto rally: Ed Bil)

B.C. Liberals order
paramedics “back to work”

PV Vancouver Bureau

About 400 labour activists
rallied on Nov. 6 atthe headquarter
of VANOC, the Vancouver
Olympic Organizing Committee |
which played a major role in the
Campbell Liberal government’s|®

labour and working people in

legislation on B.C.’s paramedics
Bill 21 was rammed through the
legislature during an all-night
sitting over the following weekend.
Health Services Minister Kevin
Falcon admitted earlier that
demandsfrom VANOC helpedlead
to the legislation. Falcon had
repeatedly claimed in the
Legislature and to the public tha
the Olympics were not a factor,Ambulance paramedics and their supportersrally atthe VANOC
until CUPE released informationHQ in east Vancouver on Nov. 6 (Photo: K. Cariou)
described in a September memo
from VANOC tothe BC Ambulance paramedics “back to work” cametaking care of British Columbians,
Service and other governmenwhile they were in the middle of it's about Gordon Campbell going
officials demanding “definitive voting onthe Liberal government'sback to his old ways of ripping up
confirmation” that “all required latest offer. The 3,500 Ambulanceworkers’ rights and legislating
ambulance services will beParamedics of BC have been omollective agreements. The labou
provided as planned” for the 2010strike since April 1 for better responsemovement will not stand for it. You
Games. times, equipment, wages and staffingan’t bully workers into accepting
The VANOC edict threatened levels. They have continued to workcollective agreements. This isn’'t

be a significant battleground for ypaple to use the other existing transit services.

Job action was set to take effect on October 26, but many ATU

Ontario in the year ahead. Add on mempers were turned away when attempting to attend their duties on

October 25, the day before the end of the 72 hour notice. The corporate
media predictably launched into an immediate anti-worker frenzy,
attempting to paint the ATU as a gang of greedy thugs more than
happy to strand the disabled and elderly for a quick buck.

Meanwhile, backin reality the situation is quite different than in the
imaginary world of corporate media. In fact, the ATU went to great
lengths to avoid a strike which they knew could inconvenience the
passengers they carry each day. The ATU attempted for over eight
months to bargain with MVT, which met its workers with nothing but
demands for unreasonable concessions which would destroy all the
gains made by HandyDart workers over the last two decades.

These concessions include major cuts to benefits, reduction of shifts
by as much as half, and elimination of the workers pension plan. It also
fails to address the question of HandyDart operator’s wages which are
still below those of conventional bus drivers. All of this is nothing but
a blatant drive to weaken the union and boost its own profits.

Under these conditions the members of ATU 1724 had no better
option than to vote to strike. And so they did; an impressive 97% strike
vote was achieved, giving a powerful mandate for job action against
the corporate greed of MVT. Atthe same time, services are continuing
to run at essential service levels for those who could otherwise face
serious implications to their well being such as cancer therapy and
kidney dialysis patients.

As events unfold, it becomes increasingly clear that this is not a
case of “greedy” workers demanding more at the expense of the
elderly and disabled. Rather, itis a case of a greedy U.S. corporation
seeking to extract higher rates of profit by putting the squeeze on hard
working unionized drivers who provide an important public service
not just for the pay cheque, but also because they care.

In this struggle can also be found evidence of the negative effects
of privatization and contracting out. This attack by MVT transit is
cause for renewed calls for public and democratic ownership and
control of public transit, for a democratically elected and accountable
Translink board, and for increased transit funding leading to expanded
service and reduced (and then eliminated) fares. All of this runs
counter to the corporate agenda of the current Liberal government
provincially and Conservative government federally.

With collective bargaining in the near future for other transit

that“If we are unable to obtain thatthroughout the dispute undergoing to create labour peace. Thi: workers and the majority of the public sector in general, there is added

guarantee (through eitheressential services orders.

is going to create confrontation.” urgency to the need to unite with HandyDart workers and help to see

settlementofthe strike orlegislated Labour leaders unanimously As John Strohmaier, president thattheir struggle is successful. If not, we may soon see how accurate
“detente” for the Games), thencondemned the legislation in theofthe CUPE-affiliated Ambulance the old saying that “an injury to one is an injury to all,” reallysis.

VANOC willberequiredtoinitiate Paramedics dispute at arParamedics, told the Nov. 6 rally,

alternative contingency plans toemergency meeting of the B.C.the legislation is intended to seng
avoid cancellation of the Games.”Federation of Labour. a warning to the 200,000 public

CUPEBCpresidentBarryO'Neill  “This legislation is completely sector workers whose contractg
said “the minister's story hasunnecessary,” said Federatiorare up for renewal following the
certainly changed since wePresidentJim Sinclair. “Paramedic®lympics. The Liberals have also

released contents of the memo, buwere onthe job. They were lookingsent a message to public sectqr

what hasn’'t changed is thisafter people. Worse still, theemployers, he added, that all the
government’s unprecedentedParamedics were in the process diave to do is sit on their duffs anc
attack on collective bargaining.” voting on the government’s lastwait for the province to impose

p

The move to legislate theoffer. This legislation isn’t about anti-worker contractse

Apology for our mistake

In our Nov. 1-15 issue, an article incorrectly reported that
economist Hugh Mackenzie, who wrote an Oct. 26 Toronto Star
article criticizing the left for demanding that corporations pay
higher taxes to support social programs, is the son of former
Ontario NDP Labour Minister Bob Mackenzie. We apologize for
any confusion created by our mistake.
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Who are the hatemongers in Calgary?

Special to PV

Poverty Law Centre sheds
important light on the hate group
which is spreading its violent s &=
message in southern Alberta. Th{3 .5
Intelligence Report by Sonia Scher| Eess
begins with a brief account of aj :
clash last March 21, the
International Day for the
Elimination of Racism:
“Wielding “White Pride
Worldwide’ flags and wearing
black combat boots, about 4(Q
members of the Aryan Guard and
their supporters strode throug
the heart of Calgary... to
broadcast their message of hate
City Hall. Butthey never got there.

Lne of these groups in Calgary is not like the other: Aryan Guard
members (above) and anti-racist demonstrators (below)

Canadian Human Rights Tribunaleveryone there was all dressed in
because of his racist and anticombat boots with white laces
Semitic Internet postings. [and] black flight jackets and all

“They were the main catalystshad shaved heads. So let this be a
behind bringing these younglesson to anyone who wonders
fellows here,” said Constable Lynnwhy on earth all us skinheads dress
MacDonald, hate crimessosimilarly.[T]hisisanothergreat
coordinator for the Calgary Policereason. lol [laughing out loud]”.
Service. InJuly 2008, a 17-year-old Aryan

MacDonald says the AryanGuard member who had been
Guard now has roughly 20 full- making anti-Asian remarks
fledged members, and another 2@ollowed a young Japanese woman
to 30 supporters, including thoseas she left a bar and kicked her in
belonging tothe Valkyrian Legion, the back of the head with steel-
or woman’s wing of the Aryan toed boots. He was wearing red
Guard, which consists mostly oflaces - a skinhead symbol
the girlfriends of male members.indicating he’'d spilled blood for
The majority are intheir early 20s.the movement.

The group began to draw ARA members believe that the
attention in 2007, when membersAryan Guard is responsible for the

Instead, they encountered severd
hundred anti-racist protesters
some of whom threw rocks, wate
bottles and even cans of
vegetables at the group as traffi¢gr
cameto ahaltand police called fo
backup. Police eventually herded
the neo-Nazis onto a bus tha
returned them to their vehicles or]
Calgary’s outskirts. Though no|
serious injuries were reported, thé
melee snared headlines acros
Canada and prompted Arya
Guard spokesman Kyle McKee
who has 'Kill Jews’ tattooed on
his shins - to declare victory.”
The Aryan Guard have spread
fear and anger among Calgary’s

began distributing hate literatureviolent attacks against Jason and
in Calgary and Lethbridge. Bonnie Devine’'s home. Aryan
In August 2007, the Aryan Guard members have taunted the
Guard began disrupting anti-couple about the firebomb attack.
racismrallies. Two months later,“Is it hot in there?” they have
they rallied outside City Hall to asked during protests, according
denounce Muslim women whoto Devine. “How are the kids?
wear burkas while voting. SinceHow’s the house?”
then, they have conducted And in yet another ugly case,
sporadic  demonstrations,four Aryan Guard members were
including “White Pride Day” charged with disturbing the peace
rallies held on the Internationalafter vandalizing a shopping mall
Day for the Elimination of Racism. and using racial slurs on the Siksika
As Scherr notes, “the Aryan FirstNationsreserve near Calgary.
Guard has found itself vastly Scherr reports that two of the
outnumbered by anti-racistgroup’s mostprominentmembers,
protesters, including members oMcKee and Dallas Price, faced
Anti-Racist Action Calgary.” assault and weapons charges in

250,000 immigrant and minority appearin Calgary -which, likemuchhave clashed with counter-While police say both Aryan Guardconnection with a September 2006

populations.

of western Canada, has a history gbrotesters at rallies in the city’smembers and counter-protestersonfrontation in which one victim

“Essentially a racist gang,” such activity going back to thedowntown, handed out white-have been arrested for assaultsyas hit with a wooden club and
writes Scherr, “the Aryan Guard isKlan of the 1920s - in the past twopower music CDs to teenagers irARA spokesperson Jason Devinanother was stabbed with a knife.
the most public hate group todecades. These Nazi look-alikesan attempt to bolster theirsaysno memberhas been chargeg@uard member Robert Reitmeier
membership, and perpetratedn connection with any incidentatwas charged with attempted

Unions step up global
campaign against V ale

Caledonia to Indonesia and(www.imfmetal.org/Vale) with Expression, who lost his teachingAfrica.

attacks on minorities despitean Aryan Guard rally.
espousing non-violence.”

murder in connection with a
Meanwhile, the Calgary Police November 2006 assault on a man
The Aryan Guard was foundedService admits that Aryan Guardwho suffered skull and facial

in late 2006 with help from two members have been linked tdractures. Member Bill Noble was
formerteachers: Paul Fromm oftheseveral assaults, including oneconvicted in 2008 of posting hate
From Sweden to Korea, NewIMF has also launched a webpag€anadian Association for Freeagainst a cab driver from Northmaterial on the Internet that

primarily targeted non-whites,

Mozambique, unions around theinformation about the struggle incertificate because of his white Writing about this attack on the Jews and gays. A judge sentenced

world are calling on Vale to make afour languages.

supremacist activities,

andneo-Nazi Stormfront website, him to four months in jail and

Fair Deal NOW and respect basic 3500 USW members in CanadaNational Socialist Party of CanadaMcKee boasted about getting themposed limits on his computer
labour rights at all of its global have been on strike since July 13eader Terry Tremaine, a formercase dismissed: “The reason beingse for three years, though Noble

operations.

after refusing deep concessionpart-time university lecturer who was that they couldn’t make acontinues to post frequently on

The United Steelworkers’ from the Brazilian mining giant. in 2007 was fined $4,000 by thepositive ID because apparentlyStormfront. e

(USW) campaign to preventThe company has hired

Brazilian mining giant Vale S.A. replacement workers to continu
from eroding working conditions production during the strike.
and denying basic labour rights at  OnOctober 26, workers atVale's
its operations is backed by thdargest Brazilian mine walked off
International Metalworkers’ the job in response to the
Federation (IMF), the Internationalcompany’s proposal at the
Federation of Chemical, Energy,bargaining table. Vale workers in
Mine and General Workers’ UnionsBrazil report the denial of basic
(ICEM) and LabourStart. labour rights, low wages and
Members ofthe two global unionsubstandard health and safet
federations have held actionsconditions.
around the world targeting Vale In October, IMF and ICEM
business operations andaffiliates tracked a Vale copper

investment. LabourStart, a web-shipmentfrom Canadato Germany
based news service for theandontoSweden.Union member
international union movement, held a protest at the port outside 0
launched an online letter writing Hamburg and in Sweden, met with
campaign on Nov. 4, with moreboard members of Vale customef
than 1,000 letters sentto Vale CE@oliden AB which owns the
Roger Agnelli within hours. The Ronnskar copper smeltes.

p—

y

D

f

Vale S.A. is the world's largest iron ore producer.

Communist Party condemns Calgary
police inaction against neo-Nazis

is ample warning that they remainencouragement of criminagl
in serious danger. The most likelyactivity. If serious injury or
; suspects are in plain view - thedeath results from furthe
8gnmarggn|§|,tol\:/’agy 8{)09 Aryan Guard group which has beerattacks, innocent blood will n
' Y actively promoting racismand neo-only be on the hands of th
The failure by the Calgary Naziideologyin Calgary for severalperpetrators, but also on the
Police Service to seriouslyyears. Jason and Bonnie Devindands of the Calgary Polic
investigate neo-Nazi violencehave been in the forefront ofService which hides behind the
against anti-racist activists is acommunity activists calling feeble claimthat “both sides afe
reckless and shockingattentiontothe Aryan Guard. Bothequally responsible” and that
dereliction of duty which have campaigned as candidatethe Aryan Guard is simpl
endangers lives. On October 3forthe Communist Party, and their‘exercising its right to fre
the family home of Jason andcourage has clearly angered thepeech.”
Bonnie Devine and their four local fascists. Thetime has come for the Ci
young children was the targetof Despite its motto, “To maximize of Calgary and the Albert
yetanother such attack, inwhichpublic safety in Calgary with provincial government td
windows were smashed and Neovigilance, courage, and pride,” theintervene in this crisis situatior.
nazi graffiti was spray-painted Calgary Police Service hasignoredStrong political leadership i$
onthe frontdoor: a swastika andepeated public appeals to takeequired to replace Chief Ric
“C-18", an obvious reference toaction. Aryan Guard members aréHanson with a police chiefwhoi
the violent British fascist suspects in various other crimeswilling and capable of ensurin
organization known as “Combatincluding the beatings of athat swift action is taken to brin
18.”InFebruary 2009, the homeless man, agay communityan end to these racist attacks.(In
house was firebombed withmember, and a cab driver fromthe meantime, we extend olir
molotov cocktails. North Africa, but no arrests haveongoing full solidarity to anti-
Fortunately, nobody was hurtresulted. In the view of the racistactivists and alldemocrati¢
in either incident, but the long Communist Party of Canada, thisminded citizens of Calgary whp
history of email and telephonepattern has gone beyond neglectire standing up to the violent
threats againstthe Devine familyinto the territory of tacit neo-Nazisintheir communite.

Statement by the Central
Executive Committee,

— O
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CALMTE 104

EDIT ORIALS

Capitalism in the doghouse

The ruling class has tried to whip up enthusiasm for its celebratign
of the fall of the Berlin Wall, but people across the planet are eI;/
sceptical about the private profit system. A new BBC World Service]pqll
reports that only 11% of the 29,000 people questioned acrogs |27
countries responded that “free market capitalism works well and incr¢aged
regulation will make it less efficient.” Only in the U.S. and Pakistan|difl
more than one in five agree that capitalism works well as it stands.
Almost a quarter (23% globally) agreed that “capitalism is fatfll
flawed and a different economic system is needed”. That is the i
of 43% in France, 38% in Mexico, 35% in Brazil, 30% in Ukraine, in
27% in Spain. Here in Canada, 20% agreed, more than thosg
support the system as it stands. (Over 50% of Canadians sypport
“regulation and reform” of free-market capitalism.)
There is strong support everywhere for more equal distribytign
of wealth. That view was backed by majorities in 22 of the|2f
countries, especially in Latin America (92% in Mexico, 91% in Chjle]
and 89% in Brazil). In 26 countries, the majority want governmeijt o
be more active in regulating business.
Interestingly, world opinion over the former Soviet Union|is
divided between the imperialist countries and the “global Sodth
While the majority of Americans and Europeans agreed that the end€ |5 THIS MEXT?
of the USSR was “mainly a good thing” (79% in Germany, 76% i o PpT———
Britain and 74% in France), millions even in this region too
different view. On the other hand, 70% of Egyptians, 619 of
Russians, 54% of Ukrainians, and an average of about 406 in
Pakistan, India and Indonesia say the end of the Soviet Unior] was
“mainly a bad thing.”
“It appears that the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 may not have
been the crushing victory for free-market capitalism that it seeme TWO martyl'S remembered
at the time,” said Doug Miller, chairman of polling firm GlobeSdan N 16
which co-conducted the survey. b
Too bad for the bosses, but from the viewpoint of the global workin On Ove m er
class, support for socialist alternatives to capitalism is on the risg!

: ’ ; imperialistwars and the plunder ofon the other side of the border.
CIOSIng Canada S doors By Gurpreet Singh resources are still going on in thdnstead of making tokenistic

November 16 is the martyrdomworld. Colonialism in the garb of gestures, these leaders should

ay of agreat Indian revolutionary,globalization is still posing a threatcheck institutional racism.

rtar Singh Sarabha, who wago the life and liberty of people, In both the secular and
in other countries. Successful refugee applications have dropped ng_ed in 1915 by th_e Britishespecia!ly those belongin.g tocqltural_lydiverseco_untri_es, right-
startling 56% since 2005, thanks to measures such as ne pire that_ occupied hiseconomically weaker sections.wing thlnkers and h|stpr|ans ha_lve
restrictions. The changes have had a particularly dramatic impact (motherland until 1947. Although Anc_i above all the epr0|tat|(_)n of always tried to demonize the First
certain groups, such as Romas who face blatant racism| argS & matter of sheer_chance t_hatnd|genous people_s contlnueg\lat|onsassavagesor_lewz_ayorthe
discrimination in the Czech Republic, and refugees from Mexicohis martyrdom daycomc_ldeSWlthshameIessly both in India andother. The Indo-Canadian pioneers
where virtual warfare between the military and criminal gangs|hahatof Louis Riel, the Métis hero of Canada. used to call the nativeBae Ke
become widespread. The Immigration and Refugee Board rej¢ctdganada, the two menhadonething Known as the world’s largest (those belonging to the elderly
over 90 percent of claims by Mexicans in the past year. in common: they challengeddemocracy, India has witnessedincle’sfamily). Thisinformal sense

The Tory changes are called “immigration reforms,” but as criticscolonialism at different times andsystematic discrimination againstof association should be
point out, the callous new strategy scraps legal obligations und¢r the different forms. the so-called untouchables ompopularized to strengthen relations
Charter of Rights and Freedoms to provide people with a fair hefring Kartar Singh Sarabha was borrdalits, who are the First Nation of between the two communities.
before deportation. By setting lower targets for asylum acceptdncén 1886 in Punjab, when India wasthat country. In south India, theProgressive groups can make some
the Tories are condemning thousands of refugees to further delaygder the British rule. He migrateddalits were allowed to enteraHindubeginning by organizing a
in hearings, and to deportation back to torture, discrimination,|ang the USA in 1912 for studies attemple after 100 years last monthcommemorative event to mark the
other forms of persecution. In one recent case, a 24-year-old wpmage University of California, where and that too under the policemartyrdom of both these mem.
was m.urdered in Mexico after being deported from Canada folloWingye came in contact with Indian
two failed refugee claims. . o revolutionaries who believed in

After taking office, the Harper Tories left many Immigration armed rebellion to free India from
Refugee Board positions vacant for months while they search e foreign invaders. He becamd
right-wing appointees, swelling the case backlog and limiting|the n active member (‘)f the Gada
number of hearings. There is now an 18-month delay betwegen .
refugee claim in Canada and an IRB hearing. artythat_wasfoundedln 1913an

Canada is clearly turning a hostile shoulder to refugees. In a orllaelped in running the party
where millions of people are displaced by imperialist wars pnd'€WSPaper. .
occupations, environmental catastrophe, and a wide range of forms He later went to India to

of discrimination, this is yet another reason to dump the Harper T¢riearticipate in an armed revolution
and tried to incite Indian soldiers

The number of refugees gaining asylum in Canada has pee
slashed by over half since the Tory minority government took gtep,
to close the doors against people fleeing desperate circumstan

o

who worked for the British Empire

PEOPLE'S VO'CE to revolt. He had also participateg

inrobberies to raise funds for armg
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. and ammunition. While the
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 . .

planned rebellion failed, he wa

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to Circulation Dept., later arrested by the police with th

People's Voice, 133 Herkimer St., Unit 502, Hamilton, ON, L8P 2H3 help of an informer and hanged. ] ] ]
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net Louis Riel was bom on October Kartar Singh Sarabha and Louis Riel
Volunteers and contributors for this issue 22,1844.Known as afounder of the

Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Sean Burton, George Gidora| province of Manitoba, he led twoprotection. They were declared , mm mm mm mm = = ——

, , , , .
People S V,owe ‘m‘l_des may be repr_mted ‘_Wthout made some difference, butthere i®resident Barack Obama ha{ copy - renew today!
permission provided the source is credited. still a long way to go. The opened dialogue with First Nations\,

Sam Hammond, B. Prasant, Liz Rowley, Gurpree{ resistance movements, the firstonantouchables by the priest cIasi I
Singh, Stephen Von Sychowski, and our mailers in being the Red River Rebellion,centuries ago and are still no ReneW
Vancouver & Toronto. which established a provisionalallowed to enter many templesl t d | I
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerSam Hammond ?howternment Ejhat Iaﬁgrhnl\(jlgo'gitatt()adlrhe Ir;]dign communists have n?"" O ay I
L L . . . e terms under which Manitobalaunched a campaign in support o
DouEdll\t/loenalisgr?r%algmiblg!\r?k?rzlOltji’z’vlgcg)\l:vila Flg?rﬁrg:coum' , entered  the  Canadianthe dalits seeking social equality Check your label :
g Medg ' ' Y, 9" confederation. He was executedronically, Kartar Singh Sarabha’s Please check the
on November 16, 1885, after theGadar Party had denounced cask  address label on the I
second Métis resistance wasliscrimination, yetthissocialillis |  front page to see if it's |
LETTERS defeated at Batoche. Although Rieprevalent in free India. time tg rgnew_ Readers |
People's Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the was not the only person hanged In Canada, Aboriginal P60p|esl who find "2009/11/02" 4
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to print for struggling for Aboriginal rights, are still struggling to retain the on their label, for
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal he symbolizes the continuedrights over their lands, rivers andl example, will have |
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor" indigenous resistance in Canadacultural heritage. Prime Minister]  their subscriptions |
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or The two men setan example forStephen Harper has apologized fof ~ expire with this issue, I
pvoice@telus.net those who believed in social justicethe abuse of the students in thcg November 16-30 , 2009.
and equality. Their sacrifices haveresidential schools, and US Don’t miss a single :
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Communist Party hits Tory inaction on flu outbreak

November 4 - The Communist t+ ﬁ.\f E - require employers to provide tensuch as tuberculosis among
Party of Canada’s Central Executive 6 '-{ ou 5 -1‘*-?1 G paid sick days peryear, provinciallyAboriginal peoples.
=

Committee has condemned the = & and federally, anamountthat could improve housing and eradicate
Harper Conservative government's, ¢ D e be extended by government decrepoverty to remove the underlying
inaction on the H1N1 flu outbreak, A o = based on expert medical advice irtauses of many diseases.

and called for vastly improved sick :{, designated areas - move agriculture and the food
leave laws andfor placing Big Pharme ; P - increase spending on researcindustry away from reliance on
under public ownership. The CEC v and development of drugs andoesticides, herbicides, antibiotics
statement says: vaccines to cure diseases thadnd other substances whose long-

The current swine flu outbreak [ afflict- at epidemic levels - the mostterm safety is not supported by
reveals that after many years of . oppressed sections of workersteliable evidencee
underfunding by the federal and =

Canada drops 43,200 jobs

Canada’s economy shed more than 43,000 jobs in October, indicating
: that the economy is still in the deep recession that erupted a year ago.
[ The resultwould have been worse without the pick-up of 27,500 in self-
employment. That meantthere were 70,700 fewer actual employeesin
October - 45,200 fewer in the private sector, and 25,600 less in the public
Mc sector. The decline over the last 12 months was mainly in manufacturing,
construction, transport and natural resources. The deterioration of the
labour marketis now spreading to the service industry, including retail

services, P3s, and attacks on healt
care unions, Canada’s universa
Medicare system has been
stretched to the breaking point,
IackingthecapacitytohandleanyH: ow To JFuMP THE FLU QUELUE
significantincrease inthe numbers
of people needing medical care.
The Harper government has This failure brings into sharp - The giant increase in military
failed to deal effectively with this reliefthe need for public ownershipspending is robbing the medical 5 A
outbreak. Relying on one, privateof the entire pharmaceuticalsystem of resources it could use togg%\(/)vgc\)ll\(/esale trad%,2d5owréby 31’220436](1 %ther serwcis dci\g%g%’
and unaccountable pharmaceuticahdustry, especially the removal ofprevent and cure many diseases. h’ -\women a%e andover (- (’j )an_ young\_llvor dersh(-l ’ | )
corporation - GlaxoSmithKline-to the profit motive from the - The profit motive has corrupted who are traditionally over-represented in service, retail and wholesale,
produce the swine flu vaccine is gproduction of drugs and vaccinesthe priorities of researching and Sufféréd most of the lay-offs in October. There are now 1.59 million
giant abdication of responsibility ~The government is failing to developing drugs to cure diseasesum?,m.ploymj Canadians. Since last fall 400,000 jobs have been lost.
by the Harper Conservatives. Ithasake other obvious steps thatnd disorders that afflict the most , , oince last fall hundreds of thousands of people have seen their
provento be amistake thatmay cosould reduce the spread of theoppressed sections of the working'"I-ime jobs disappear, their families have been decimated and their
the lives of many Canadians. swine flu and other infectious class, such as tuberculosis an(fommLInItIeS hollowed out, s_ald CLC.: PreS|den_t Ken Georgetti.
Big Pharma’s investments anddiseases. diabetes. _Peo_ple have had to trade full-time, family-supporting work for part-
production are based on- Workers who are paid to stay The Communist Party demands iMé1obs and sel-employment. Fewer than half of unemployed workers
profitability, not the health and home when they are sick cannothat the federal government createqua“.fY for Employment Insurance and ‘h‘f,se who do get benefits are
well-being of the majority of spread disease through the comprehensive plan for the receiving an average of abou:[ $50 a day. . o
Canadians. The swine flu vaccineworkplace. Vastly-improved sick protection of people from , CG€Orgettirestated the CLC's callforachange in accessibility rultla(s
shortfall is thus no accident, but deave provisions are needed foepidemics, including: topravide regular El benefits onthe basis of 360 hours ofwork, o mz?_ €
predictable outcome of the profit-all workers, a measure that would place the pharmaceutical industry"’lII Woorkers eligible for upto 50weeks of El benefits, andoraise benefits
driven interests of the industry. help the large majority of people.under public ownership loleligaiearningsicalculalcalon e besh I2WECks O CAIMINg s.

COPE/Vision differences begin to emerge

Perhaps even more significantmeaningful input.” support for community groups. “Cadman and Woodsworth have
for the future of city policies is  While CityHallhasbeenworking ~ Think City has recommendedmade it clear thatthey hope to work
Avyear after sweeping the right-Vision’s move to further shift the on the 2010 budget since last Felithat rather than cut services, thelosely with the Vision majority to
wing Non-Partisan Alliance out of tax burden from businesses t@, ittook until Oct. 23 to announcecity should suspend the tax shiftackle the urgent problems of
office, Vancouver’s tenuoushomeowners. This strategy isthatconsultationswould begin Octforayear. Combinedwith afour pethomelessness and inadequate

centre-leftalliance between Visionhistorically the aim of right-wing 25 andwrap up by mid-November,centoverallincrease spread acrogsublic transit. But the two will also
and the Coalition of Progressivecivic administrations, just asamere three weeks. all property classes, this wouldbe free to stake out independent
Electors is looking frayed at theresistance to higher taxes on Usually Vancouver’'s budget is generate $22 million, and cost thepositions if Mayor Robertson and
edges. homeowners has been linked ta@ompleted inthe spring, but due taaverage homeowneronly $5.50 pehis caucus yield to powerful
Unity between the two civic COPE and its allies in the labourthe Olympics, the final decision onmonth in extra property tax. pressures from the developers and
parties remains solid on theand social justice movements. its $900 million annual operating Other options backed by Thinkother business interests.”
Vancouver School Board, where An important example of how budgetwill be taken this DecemberCity include waiving the four per  One year later, the Vision
the four Vision and three COPEVision's approach has alienatedchot next April. The city faces hugecent pay increase for seniorcouncillors are back-pedalling on
trustees have been a model oformer friends has been thecost pressures from previousmanagers (saving nearly $3the more progressive aspects of
cooperation. Facing awide range ofesponse of the Think City group,commitments, and the loss ofmillion), and extending parking their platform. That makes the
new costs imposed on schools, thevhich has organized citizennearly $16 millionin development meter hours to compensate for theutlook for future centre-left unity
trustees have been at the forefrordialogues since 2002 in Vancouverfees as a result of the economi&1.8 millionin parking income the cloudy, but it has given COPE
of resistance to the CampbellSome Think City activists figured crisis. Yet unlike higher levels of city will lose during the Olympics. renewed stature as the voice of
government’'s botched educatiorin the Vision group’s exit from government,thecityisnotallowed The final budget will come working peopleinVancouver. The
policies. Forthefirsttime inmemory, COPE during the 2002-2005 term}o run a deficit. before council on Dec. 15. balance of forces between the two
teachers, other school staff unionswhile others remained pro-COPE Looking at a potential shortfall In a commentary on the parties may tiltin COPE’s favour
parent groups, and school trusteeis their outlook, but most were of $61.7 million, the city reduced November 2008 civic election, by the time of the 2011 civic
are fighting for improved, strong supporters of the alliancehat gap to $28.1 million by People’s Voice noted that campaigne
guaranteed funding. That unity iswhich came together in 2008 toincreasing user fees, permits and
directly linked to the advocacy oust the NPA. licenses by four per cent, reviewing
campaign carried outbythe VSB’s  But recently, Think City has services, and extending its hiring
chair, Vision’s Patti Bacchus, andcome out swinging against Vision'sfreeze for a second year.
vice-chair, COPE's Jane Bouey. budget plans. An angry statement On Oct. 20, city council
Butmeanwhile, differences arefrom the group’s staff notes thatinstructed staff to come back with
widening between Vision’s Mayor “Vancouver's city hall is in the a revised budget that increase
Robertson and his party’s sevemidst of the decision-making property tax by 2.3 per cent, and tq
city councillors,and COPE’s David process for the annual operatindind another $20 million through
Cadman and Ellen Woodsworth.budget during the biggestfinancialincreased charges and servic
The two groups still vote the samecrisis in a generation. Millions of cuts. The city is also planning &
way on many issues, but some keyollars have disappeared from cityfurther two per cent shift of taxes
splits have emerged. coffers due to out-of-control from commercial to residential
One concerns the debate ove®lympic costs, downloading andproperties. If the overalltaxincrease
civilliberties duringthe upcoming transfer cuts by senior staysat2.3 percent, thiswill resul
Winter Olympics. COPE’s governments and reducedn a 4.3 per cent increase fo
councillors have joined with free revenues from development. Foresidents while businesses (or the
speech advocates to opposeéne second budget in a row,landlords)will see aminuscule ta
sweeping measures to restricbalancing the books will include hike of 0.3 per cent.
criticism of the negative impact of some tough choices to deal with The cuts may include shorte
the Olympicsin Vancouver. While the projected multi-million dollar opening hours for pools, librarie
the Vision majority claims thattheseshortfall.” and community centres, highe
moves are intended only to block In the face of this crisis, sayscharges for senior centres
illegal advertising, the question ofthe group, “council and staff reduced cleaning of streets an(
what constitutes “legal protests’have developed their plans inparks, less road maintenance :
duringthe Olympicsremainsupinsecret leaving little time or higher parking fees and libraryCOPE School Trustee Jane Bouey and Councillor Ellen
the air. opportunity for citizens to have fines, fewer police or reducedWoodsworth during the 2008 civic campaign. (PV file photo)

provincial governments, AT
privatization, contracting out of ‘ L

PV Vancouver Bureau
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Global wages drop despite “economic recovery”

By Kimball Cariou

The International Labor
Organization reports global growth
in real wages slowed dramatically
in 2008 as a result of the economir

But the most significant way to
increase productivity is to produce
more goods or services with lower
labour costs. This can be
accomplished by investments in
new labour-saving technologies,

crisis, and wages are expected t
drop even further this year, despite
signs of a rebound in profits and
stock prices. In an update of its
Global Wage Report, the ILO also
warns of worse times ahead.
The report says the
deterioration of real wages arounc
the world calls into question the
true extent of an economic recovery

such as automation of processes
to reduce the numbers of hired
workers. Or it can be done through
speed-up, forcing employees to
work harder and faster, or by
lengthening the working day.
Another option, of course, is to
reduce wages and benefits such as
pensions or paid vacation time.
The competitive nature of

especially if government rescue=—=
packages are phased outtoo earl,

In a sample of 53 countries for
which data are available, the ILO
finds growth in real average wages
had declined from 4.3 percent in
2007to 1.4 percentin 2008, and th
picture is projected to get worse
this year. ILO Specialist on the
Conditions of Work and
Employment, Patrick Belser, says
declining wage rates are linked tc
the levels of unemployment.

STARTER
ALwAYS

INTHE RACE

To THE BoTTom
THE GUVUY WITH

capitalism forces every corporation
to use these methods, or else face
bankruptcy. Workers are the targets
of this process, compelled to
constantly resist pressure frombosses
towork harder and longer, ortoaccept

T'H E wage cuts and other concessions.
The threat of unemployment is ever-
Pl3Ya L present (“we’ll move the plant to
] South Iglesia if you don'’t take this
wWinN s . pay cut).

t In a society based on working

class political power and collective

“The quite dramatic during the economic crisis. Antheir minimum wages further in should have enough bargainingppwnership of the means of
unemployment figures, which weexample of these is work sharing2009,” said Belser. “The ILO position to defend their wages. production and natural resources,
now see in some of the countrieswith government subsidies. Underconsiders thatminimumwagesare However, the ILO’s argumentis rising productivity is a means of
this strongly suggests that therehis scheme, the number ofan important tool for social weakened by its failure to considelincreasing the average standard of
will be greater pressure on wageindividualworking hoursisreducedprotection and that everyonethe contradictions of capitalistliving - higher wages, improved
inthe future as more people willbein an effort to avoid layoffs. For should have access to a decemconomies. As Karl Marx revealedhealth care and education systems,
unemployed, more people will bethis scheme to work, theminimumlivingwage.” in  Capital and other greater levels of social equality,
looking for jobs and the pressuregovernment must provide wage The ILO also says the Unitedgroundbreaking studies over aand so forth. This was the case in
on employers to raise wages taubsidies to compensate for losStates is reporting slightly highercentury ago, employers arethe Soviet Union and other
attract workers will decline,” he pay due to the shorter hours.  ratesofunemploymentthan Europecompelled by the dynamics of theirsocialist countries for decades
said. “So, we expectthatthe second Besler says a second importan©ctober figures show a 9.4 percenbwn system to constantly attempbefore the restoration of capitalism,
part of the year will not be very finding in the report is that both U.S. jobless rate compared to 8.80 expand the total mass of surpluand it remains the basic feature of
good in terms of wage growth.” developed and developingpercentinthe European Union. value (profits) created by workers,Cuba’s socialist economy.

The report finds more than acountries have strengthened their The reportcallsthelinkbetweenand to increase the level of Butunder capitalism, the drive
quarter of the countries experienceeinimum wages in recent years. productivity growth and wage exploitation withineach enterprise.for higher productivity pits
flator falling monthlywagesinreal  “A large number of countries, increases “essential for economic The rising productivity referred capitalists against each other, and
terms. They include, the Unitedincluding major economies suchand social sustainability”. It arguesto by the ILO report can be achievedvorkers against other workers. The
States, Austria, Costa Rica, Soutlasthe U.S., Brazil, Russia, and alsoompanies should be able tahrough various means, includinglLO’s latest report gives a useful
Africaand Germany. Japan have increased minimunachieve competitiveness througlsavings on fuel costs, the reductiompicture of the serious crisis facing

ILO economists say somewages by more than inflationrising productivity rather than by of raw materials required per unit,workers on a global scale; however,
nations have come up with policedigures in 2008. And, thesecutting labor costs. And, it cutting expenditures on storageits solutions fall far short of whatis
tolessenthe impact of lowerwagegsountries have also addressedorrectly stresses that workerdransportation, etc. really requirede

Canadiancorporatet ax
cuts hand $4-6 billionto
U.S. treasury

Corporate tax cuts planned by the federal and provir
governments will transfer $4-6 billion of annual revenue to the
treasury, according to a study released on Nov. 3 by the Can
Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA).

The study, by economist and CCPA Research Associate
Weir, explains that the U.S. taxes its corporations on a world
basis. When an American corporation repatriates profits from Ca

Carmen Nordelo, mother of
Gerardo Hernandez, dies in Cuba

beautiful flowers were presentedcelebrating the freedom of the
to her grave side on behalf of Fidelterrorist Santiago Alvarez,

Raul and the Cuban people to pajigurehead and protector of the
homage and respect. Carmeinternational criminal Luis Posada
Nordelo Tejera, who for her Carriles.

Erin Carmen Nordelo, mother of ourexemplary life and dedication to  The United States has inflicted
videerardo Hernandez, diedthe struggle for the freedom ofendless pain on the mothers of
nadlovember 2nd. Gerardo, theGerardo and his four brothers alsthese dignified sons who without

i tatement from the_
% ternational Committee for

- Freedom of the Cuban
adi e

tothe U.S., it pays the 35% American federal corporate tax rate finysungest of her children and onlyreceived from Fidel the highestone gunrisked their lives to protect

acredit for taxes already paid in Canada. Given a Canadian cor
tax rate below 35%, American corporations will have to pay the
difference back to Washington.

“For American corporations, the only effect of deep federal
provincial corporate tax cuts will be to transfer some of their
payments from Canadian governmentstothe U.S. treasury,” obs
Weir. “Canadian governments can ill afford such revenue lo
particularly given concerns about the prospect of ongoing bu
deficits.”

Furthermore, cutting corporate taxes is unlikely to att
investment or jobs.

“If American corporations must pay the U.S. federal tax rat
their Canadian profits, a lower Canadian tax rate will not make
existing Canadian assets more lucrative, let alone induce th
invest more in Canada,” Weir says.

The report recommends that Canada enact a combined fe
provincial tax rate of at least 35% to retain revenue that will other
be shifted to the U.S. treasury. Canadian corporate taxes wou
be lower than the combined U.S. rate because all but three
apply additional corporate taxes over and above the 35% Amg
federal rate.

The Treasury Transfer Effect: Are Canada’s Corporate Tax
Shifting Billions to the U.S. Treasury® available on the CCP
websitehttp://policyalternatives.ca.e

horgtm, was not able to say goodbyedistinction that the Cuban Statethe lives of others.
rateis unjust imprisonment did not awards, the Mariana Grajales Order. Once again it is Gerardo who
allow himto physically bewithher A Cuban flag and a bouquet offrom his infinite strength and dignity
anéh these hard years of herillness. Ited roses from Gerardo and Adrianatands up to help us to overcome
taxlid not allow him to give her alastcovered the small body of Carmenthis sad and bitter hour for
enkgss, nor to cry with his relatives, orbringing together all the kisses, alleverybody who feels part of this
bsesyen hold the hands of his wifethe tenderness and all the hugs thatreat family of the Cuban Five.
dgédriana. All the basic things athis Hero of the Republic of CubaGerardo has asked us to thank, in
human being needs most at a timevould have wanted to give to hishis name and in the name of his

actike this. mother. family, all the Cuban people and
Several arrangements of We are not going to deny thethe friends from all over thatworld

e 0N pain andthe tearsthatwho have sent him messages to

the’ we shared in the console him in this difficult time.

farewell to Carmen, He sends us all an embrace and
nor will we deny the encourages usto continue fighting
profoundindignation more than ever until the Five return
of an entire people totheirhomeland andtheirfamilies.
who witnessed that Hasta Siempre Carmen, your
at the same time smilewillbe foreverinthe smile of
Gerardo lost his Gerardo. We will fight without
mother while in resting to unmask the lies and to
absolute solitude in bringthem all backto your beloved
the high security homeland that you made yours.
prison in Victorville, We are thankfultoyoufor bringing

WIE
ds
sta
ric

CarmenNordelo

in Miami they were to life a person like Gerard®.
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Support the Ford workers!

By Zoltan Zigedy,
Marxism-Leninism Today
website

the ownership class, an assaulfompany have

a direct assault on the interests afinion workers at Ford Motor concessions met
voted resistance from the rank-and-filemost since 2006.
benefiting the vast majority of US overwhelmingly to reject a andlocalleaders. The head of the Nothing shows the bankruptcy

a fierceearningofoverabilliondollars,the

citizens. While victory is hardly concessionary proposal offered byJAW'’s Ford division was booed of the business union model better
Confronting corporate power assured, their efforts will continueFord and urged by the Unitedand heckled at local meetings irthan this crass fealty to the

directly constitutes the sharpestto gathermomentumlong after anyAutoworkers leadership.
most challenging, and mosttepid, corporate-friendly

Michigan and President Roncorporate interests of The Ford

Nationwide, over 70% of the Gettelfinger’'s former local Motor Company. Nothing shows

politically advanced form of legislation is passed by theFord UAW membership voted rejected the proposal by over80%an awakening rank-and-file

political struggle, of class struggle.Congress.
Atatime of compromise, half-steps,

against contract concessions thadespite his personnel appearancailitancy better
Now we have the stirrings of were demanded by the auto giantand appeal. The happy messageverwhelming rejection of this

than the

modest aspirations, and lowanother-longoverdue, butheartilyThe UAW top leadership which of “win-win” class collaboration offensive proposal.

expectations, these moments areielcome - counterattackinthewathas negotiated and urgedell on deaf ears this time. By After
against corporate dominance. Theatification of decades ofrejecting these concessionsgoncessions that have stripped

unfortunately rare.
One such momentoccurred with
the determined, courageous effortus
of the single-payer advocates i
their effort to retire profit-driven
insurance corporations from thg
field of health care provision. In
the face of the predictable
demonology of ‘socialism” and

have fought a relentless struggle
including civil disobedience - to
put patients before profits. Single
payer, in its HR676 incarnation,
attacks corporate dominance b
financing health care from taxes orjg
the rich as well as kicking out the
private insurance companies
Where the compromised public
0pt|on feeds the rapacious
insurance industry and burdens=ord workers listento CEO Alan Mulally in the assembly plant at
the working class, single-payer isyayne, Michigan.

BC Federation of Labour
meets Nov. 23 in Vancouver

years of urging
workers chose a different path benefits and hourly wages, the
the path of class struggle. UAW top leadership is now faced
Knowing fullwell oftherelative with a membership in open
advantages it enjoys, Ford arguedebellion against its no-struggle
thatit deserved the same deal thagiolicies. The membership
the UAW accepted for its recognizes, far better than the top
bankrupt competitors, GM andofficials, thatitis now time to stop
Chrysler. The US governmentthe retreat and use the power of
granted each of the other twoworking people to improve their
domestic auto makers a bailoutirfuture. For too long the union’s
return for a promise to closetop leaders have acted as akind of
plants, layoff employees, andthird party linking the position of
shed brands and dealerships. Thine workers to the continued
UAW sweetened the deal furthermprosperity of the corporations and
by granting further concessions'selling” that bankrupt notion to
onits 2007 contract with GM andthe members. The union belongs
Chrysler. In fact, the UAW had to the members and this vote
accepted two sets of concessiondemonstrates that they want it
to Ford since the 2007 contractpback. Thisis a banner moment for
and this third group of demandsworking class consciousness and
spurred the membership’santi-corporate action. The top
overwhelmingrejection. Thisisin leadership of the union should
stark contrast to the French autdeed this or step aside.
bailouts that required the For the left, this is a re-
domestic producers to retain jobsaffirmation of the centrality of the
in order to receive governmentlabour movement in its
aid. In the case of France, a rabid¢donfrontation with wealth and
conservative President Sarkozypower. The action of tens of
was faced down by a militantthousands of autoworkers rocks

Delegates to the 53rdcities and towns, while the rich itstracks. We urge delegatesto thbour movement and popularthe corporate agenda far more than
Convention of the B.C. Federationprepare an orgy of celebrations (an@® C Federation of Labour to craft asupport. In the case of the US, digh-sounding electoral rhetoric
of Labour willgather on Nov. 23in restrictions on civil liberties) after fightback program to build suchcorporate-coddling governmentor parliamentary horse-trading. As
Vancouver, on the theme ofspending at least $6 billion to hostunity, and to mobilize all working and a collaborationist unionthese early sprouts of emerging
“Confronting the Crisis: An the Olympics. people around a wide range ofeadership kicked autoworkers inlabour independence mature, the
Economy that Really Works for  Forthe organized working class,tactics and strategies, up to anthe teeth. left must help nurture this
B.C.” The Communist Party of 2010willnotbe remembered fortheincluding job actions against the Cynically, Ford and the UAW movement into a powerful social
British Columbia sends its warmso-called “Olympic legacy,” butas Liberal agenda. International leaders agreed tdorce, aforce worthy ofthe UAW’s
and militant greetings to thetheyearofthenextall-outCampbell We also urge delegates teschedule the concessionegacy. For some on the left, this
delegates, and our best wishes fdriberal attack on the public sector.consider what is truly needed taratification before the declarationrequires shedding the illusions and
your successful deliberations. The “back-to-work” legislation create “an economy that works foiof Ford’s third quarter earnings socomfortable ties with the top

Workersinthis province are sharpagainst the Ambulance Paramedic8.C.” There are no commonthey could best make the case foleadership of the labour movement.
attack, as are our sisters and brothessgnals the government's intentioninterests between the bosses arithaking Ford competitive” against The reality is that the contradiction
across Canadaand around the worltb impose awage freeze and to rollvorking people. An economy thatthe  crippled competition. between the needs of working
Using the economic crisis of theback working conditions, pensionsworks for us must be based omNonetheless, the UAW membergpeople and a complacent,
capitalistsystemastheirjustification,and other benefits for some 200,00 ublic ownership of the resourcesoundly rejected the contractcorporate-accommodating
the bosses and right-wingpublic sector workers who aresector and the banks. It must putoncessions even before Fordeadership will grow ever more
governments everywhere areabout to enter negotiations. Thepeople’s needs ahead of corporatgnnounced net third quarterapparente
pressing to eliminate the hard-worLiberals are fast-tracking their plansgreed: rolling back the huge tax
gains of decades of working clasgo privatise and contractout publicbreaks given by the Campbel
struggles. Collective agreements argervices, and to slash spending oniberals to the wealthy and the
being shredded, wages rolled bacleducation, health care, and sociatorporations, an emergency
pension plans ripped off, socialprograms. program to build social housing, 3
programs gutted at the stroke of a The response of labour must beninimum wage of $16/hour, a
pen. Unemployment in the OECDto build a powerful, united massive expansion of low-cost
countrieswill hit60 millionnextyear, fightback. Only unity of the entire public transit instead of more
and tens of millions more face thetrade union movement can blockfreeways, a dramatic increase i
bleak prospectofsurvival onreducedhe impending attack on the publicspending on public education an!l
hours and wages. Meanwhile, thesector workers, and only unitedhealth care, and so on.
profits of the biggest corporationsaction by labour withits allies-the  With such strategies, the 53ro
are rebounding, and the outrageousiovements of indigenous Convention of the BC Fed can be
gap between the rich and poor ipeoples, social justice groups,a turning point in the fightback.
growingevenwider. Inshort,despitevomen, students, seniors,The CommunistParty of BCwilldo
wide recognition that the neoliberalenvironmentalists, anti-war groupseverthing in our power to help
policies of capitalist employers and- can stop the neoliberal attack inbuild this struggleb
governments were a key factor i
making the currentcrisis muchworse
the only “remedy” offered by the
ruling class is more of the same. [%

Here in British Columbia, the right-
wing assault has similar features
Unemployment is now officially at [
8.3%, and in reality much higher.
Over 52,000 jobs have been wipe
outinthe lastyear. Wages are falling
even further behind the high cost o
living, and British Columbianow has
the lowestminimumwage in Canada
Thousands of homeless people fa
a hard winter on the streets of ouBC workersrally for better pay and conditions. (Photo: K. Cariou)

CBC apology to Communist candidate

Zachary Crispin, the Communist Party of BC’'s Kootenay West
candidate in the May 2009 provincial election, has received a fgrmal
apology from the CBC for its “shocking” coverage of his campalgn.

Crispin and the Party sent a formal complaint arising fronh an
interview conducted by the CBC Kelowna Radio news program
during the campaign. The station prepared short features ¢n all
candidates in the 16 ridings covered by its broadcast area, prdfiling
the candidates and introducing their views on important issuges.

But in Crispin’s feature, the program presented his campaig¢n as
a farce. From the opening introduction of “listen up comradeg”, it
went on to identify him as a so-called “aspiring apparatchik” and
dubbed in film clips and musical content such as the Soviet amem.
The feature, said Crispin and CP-BC leader George Gidora, wWas an
irresponsible and shocking violation of the CBC’s dwarnalistic
Standards and Practices.

Inawritten response, Wayne Williams, the News Director for ¢BC
News in British Columbia, agreed that Crispin was the only candjdate
given such treatment. The profile, said Williams, “was entifely
inappropriate and should not have been broadcast.”

Williams discussed the matter with the program’s producerjand
the reporter, drawing their attention to the CBC’s standards. “Both
have offered their sincere apologies to which | add my own tg Mr.
Crispinand the Communist Party of British Columbia,” wrote Williains.
The Communist Party of BC has accepted the apology.

Crispinreceived more positive media coverage during the camgaign.
He finished with 174 votes, or 1.09% of the total, the highest
percentage for a Communist candidate in BC in recent yeears




8 e PEOPLE’S VOICE ¢ NOVEMBER 16-30, 2009

GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Guatemala must serve his suspended sentenéd-L-CIO. sector pay scales. The Nationalhe dockers, represented by the
as prisontime, meaning he facesan Help certainlyisn'tcoming from Union of Education and Training General Federation of Bahrain
mourns another immediate one-year prisonterm. Wall Street or Big Business, saysWorkers (UNPEF), which Trade Unions,and APM Terminals,
. Haft Tapeh workers havethe labour federation. “Now that represents educators at secondargart of the AP Moller-Maersk
union leader repeatedly had to resort to strikeshey have pocketed their bailouttechnical and high schools, andGroup, reached the agreement on

and other actions to claim wagecash, Wall Streeters are impervioushe National Council of SecondaryNovember 4 following intense
OnOctober 25, Guatemalantrad@rrears and protest deterioratingo the nation’s ongoing jobs and Technical College Teachersmegotiations. The company’s
union leader Victor Galvez was\orking conditions. The union disaster. In fact, an annual reporfCNAPEST) have called for international management in the
gunned down as he was leavingyas officially founded in June 2008by Johnson Associates onfinanciasimultaneous and possiblyKhalifa Bin Salman port had
work. Galvez was a community following a 42-day strike. The Haft industry payouts projected theyprolonged walk-outs. previously refused to enter into
leader and amember of the naturafapeh union is an affiliate of thewill be up 40 percent from 2008, Government, business and thealks with the union.
resources protection andinternational Union of Food when they plunged inthe midst ofunions will meet before mid- Salman Alsaad, union
resistance front, FRENA, affiliated the financial crisis. In 2008, Wall December to look at the issue othairperson, commented: “After
tothe national front for the defense Streethanded out nearly $20 billiorpublic sector wages. spending a long time in
of public services and natural /* incash awards and billionsmorein  The unions are calling for adiscussions, we agreed to
resources, FNL, which is part of stock and other incentives to“decent” pay scale, to bediscuss all matters on the table,
the Guatemalan labour, indigenous employees based in New York.backdated to January 2008. Talthough we haven't reached a
and campesino movement, Wall Street is celebrating aachieve this goal, individual final settlement. | think this is a
Movimiento Sindical Indigena y ‘recovery’ based on a 3.5 percentinions and labour federations areery good start; now we can
Campesino Guatemalteco increase in the gross domestitaking varied approaches. Themove forward on negotiating to
(MSICG). _ product in the third quarter of this Council of Algerian High Schools reach a collective bargaining
Guatemalahas been cited as thf year. But America’s workers know called on its members to stop workagreement.”
second most dangerous place t there can be no recovery unles$ndefinitely” starting November
be atrade unionistin Latin America. everyone who wants to work can9. The National Union of Public Banaladesh hits
The situation in Guatemala hag find a good job.” Health Workers is opting for rolling 9
worsened since the passing of th This alarming jobs report national strikes for three days apQrt unions
Dominican Republic-Central “should be awake-up call to sleepyweek, beginning December 1.
America Free Trade Agreement, politicians,” says AFL-CIO  Labour leaders are concerned The Bangladesh parliament
with over forty labour and President Richard Trumka: “Everyabout instructions issued by thepassed a bill on Nov. 5 to amend
campesino activists murdered inyorkers (IUF). day, it becomes more urgent thaprime minister, which call into the country’s Labour Act to limit
th? past few years. Nine trade Haft Tapeh president Nejati hasthe federal government step up tajuestion the whole issue of paythe number of trade unions at the
unionists were murdered in 2008peen refused work at Haft Tapetthe plate with bold actions to boosiscale retroactivity. In 2007, after Chittagong and Mongla ports.
with virtually no one arrested andand blacklisted from allworkinthe job creation. Such action shouldyears of stand-offs with the unions, Employees ofthe ports will now
prosecuted in these cases. region since being released in Apriinclude urgently needed fiscal reliefthe Algerian government agreedbe allowed to collectively form only
Galvez had helped lead thefrom a month in solitary to state and local governmentsto review the special status andne trade body at each port. That
efforts against labour violationsconfinement in an intelligence community jobs programs, allowances payable to workers inrade union must be formedin line
by the companies DEOCSA anddetention center. The other Haftadditional investments in the public sector. with the provisions of the act within
DEORSA, subsidiaries of the Tapehleaders sentence on Octobénfrastructure and green jobs and But the prime minister’s recentsix months, and all the existing
Spanish multinational Union 12 have now also beenturned awagredit relief to small and medium-instructions stipulate that thetrade unions will be dissolved.
FENOSA. InJune 2009, along Withfrom their work and instructed to sized businesses. Failing to acallowance systems forpublicsector The bill also limits union
other workers, he was beaten angeport to prison. puts us at very real risk of a lostbodies will date from when they membership to those who have
threatened for demonstrating The fate ofimprisoned transportgeneration of hard-working were published inthe government'ssompleted one year’s
outside the national electricityand teachers’ union activistsAmericans who can't put food onofficial journal, and not January 1,employment. The Act empowers
institute, INDE, while supportinga shows that the Haft Tapehthe table and bright young people2008, as originally planned. the government to control the
proposal for changes to the state’grisoners risk prolonged physicalwho never realize their potential.” activities of trade unions, and it
electricity laws to help communities and psychological abuse. The AFL-ClO and its allies are Racognition for may cancel registration of any
during the economic crisis. launching a new campaign to pustR g trade union on grounds of
Galvez'smurderfollowstheJuly 15 7 million U.S forimmediate job creation,amongBahrain dockers “violation of the law.” Finally, the
16reviewofthefirst CAFTAlabour ==~ . T other critically needed economic workers’ provident fund, gratuity
complaint filed by the AFL-CIO workers jObleSS aid for working families. Dockers in Bahrain have wonand welfare fund will be put under
and five Guatemalan trade unions. union recognition, paving the waythe jurisdiction of the port
The complaint uses several case U.S. unemployment Worse”edch”ean ublic for negotiations towards aauthorities, who will maintain
studiesto documentl”egal f|r|ngs,|n Octoberto 10.2 percent, Upfrom p collective bargaining agreementcontro' of these funds.
failure to bargain in good faith, 9.8 percent in September. That’ ;
health and safety violations, andl5.7 million jobless Workers,‘ilvorkerS on strike
violence against trade unionists.according to the U.S. Bureau of = cjgge to 450,000 Chilean public

Labour Statistics. The total employees went on strike Nov. 3,
unemployment _ and gemanding an across-the-boar
underemploymentrate is now 17.5,\,age hike of eight percent. The

percent, as more than 27 milliongjyi| servants, represented by the
Americanworkers are withoutfull- ANEE union. also wantamonthly

In a drive to destroy the timejobs. minimum wage of 250,000 pesos, : .
independent union established Ias%t The cor(ljstruc_:lt_iodn, r_nar;]uzdg$460) and ngUIarised statF:Js fOrSend me information
year by workers at the giant Haftfacturing and retall industries hatie yporar workers and i
Tapeh plantation/refining sugarthe biggest losses, with 62,00Q:ontfactor)s/, who don't receive on the Communist
complex in southern Iran, a courtconstruction jobs lost in October,peath coverage or other benefits Party of Canada
on October 12 sentenced six unio1,000inmanufacturingand40,000 The 48-hour strike hit state _ , _
leaders to immediate prison termdn retail. Health care and temporaryagencies, and halted activity in T_he ‘Commgnlst Party ‘of Canada, forme.d in 1921, has a proud hlstp of
onchage i o Obeemploment re e oy BYGNLCC 1 dnd cocos afces| MRS5Sl prce Coan irrinc v,
2007. Three leaders _conwctt_ad lasgpots, .Wlth health care quSWhere according to the unions, 89  against big business and its parties is a year-round job s0 our membefs are
year f_OI’ “endangerlng_ natlo.nal increasing by 29,000 and tempJOb%ercent of the workers joined thg  active across the country, to build our party and to help‘strengthen people’s
security” In connection W|th_ by 44,000. . strike, though skeleton crewq movements on awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership ar set
worker action in 2008 had their Commenting on the numbers,.amained on duty to deal with| democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada'’s party of
sentences overturned on appeal ithe AFL-CIO said “The jobs gmergencies. socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

September. Two union officers, situation would be even more dire  ANEF |eader Raul de la Puentd
president Ali Nejati and withoutthe Obamaadministrations ;i sed the ministers of finance
communications officer RezaRecoveryand ReinvestmentActofandres Velasco, and of labour
Rakhshan, both of whom face2009. Nearly 1 million jobs have ¢|5dia Serrano, of not keeping

J

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the
Labour Start website,

www .labourst art.org

SugarUnionleaders
sentenced in Iran

~N

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, Ont., M4K 1N6
Ph. (416)469-2446 Fax (416)469-4063 E-mail <info@cpc-pcc.gp>

lengthy prison sentences, were stilbeen saved or created because ﬁfresident Michelle Bachelet’s| PartiCommuniste du Quebeqsectiondu  Saskatchewan CPC
[ P i i . . . Parti communiste du Canada) Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
awaiting the outcome of their the economicstimulus plan...Butas, omise to improve Working | 5430, av. Transsiand. Montréal, OC. S,

appeal when the courtin the city oftoday’s numbers show, the overalbongitions for civil servants. De la
Dezful sentenced the six leadergobs situation isn’timproving any p,ente also considered
onthe similar 2007 charges. ~ time soon.” ‘unacceptable’ the government’s
Ghorban Alipour, Feridoun Economists predict that one-fferofa 2 86 payincrease for 2010.
Nikoufard, Jalil Ahmadi, Nejat Dehli third Oflthe LdJ.S. WC:jrkforcelwiII Ze
and Ali Nejati were all sentenced tounemployed or underemployed Iin . .
six monthjs’ imprisonment and six2010. Long-term unemploymentiSAlge”an unions
months suspended sentences ovéie worst in 24 years, and there ar
five years, during which time they more than six workers for everyr)Ian prOteStS
are barred from union activity. available job. The U.S. Senate a|geria’s teachers and health
Mohammad Heydari Mehr recently passed an extension of . providers are planning ar
received a four-month term, andunemployment insurance, but faropen—ended round of strikes

eightmonths suspended. AliNejatimore needs to be done, warns thggeking improvements to public-\

H3W 3A5
Tel: (514)737-7817 Cel: (514)212-3857
E-mail: <pueblo@sympatico.ca>
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Manitoba Committee CPC
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Venezuela-Colombia dispute heat s up

an amateur football match weregroup in training, which was beingcontrol of the border region. by little calm and daily activities
found executed on October 24, irconsolidated with another goal.”  Inturn, Carrizales said that thewere restored,” El Aissami said in
Venezuelan Vice Presidentandhe border state of Tachira. They “Thethreatfrom Colombiaand governors of Tachira and Zulia,San Antonio.
Defence Minister Ramon Carrizalesare believed to have been executeidhperialism is materialising,” said another border state controlled by The Venezuelangovernmentwill
claimed on Nov. 1 that he hadbyanillegalarmed group operatingCarrizales, “but we are alsothe opposition, are responsible fotake strong measures against
evidence that a group ofinthe region. preparing to defend our territory tothe security of their states, becausparamilitary groups operating inits
Colombians who were kidnapped Carrizales appeared onthe shovnsure our sovereignty.” they manage the regional policeerritory, because it will not allow
and assassinated a week earlier iJosé Vicente Hoy, hosted by former  The families of the victims have forces and security resourcesforeign forces linked to the U.S.
Venezuelan territory were part of aVice President José Vicente Rangeallenied that they were involved in“which is not to say that as aEmpire andthe Colombian Armyto
“paramilitary infiltration plan”that and broadcast by private TVparamilitary activity. national government we’re generate fearamongstVenezuelan
aimed to destabilise the socialisthannel Televen. He told Rangel Opposition governor of Tachira, evading our responsibilities.”  citizens, the minister declared.
government of President Hugothat the victims, known as “Los Cesar Perez Vivas blamed the TheregionborderingColombia Relations between Venezuela
Chavez. Maniceros” or peanut vendors,massacre onthe National Liberations one the most conflict-ridden areagnd Colombia, which share a 2,219
The bodies of nine Colombians,because they apparently made Army (ELN),aleftistguerrillagroup of Venezuela.
one Peruvian and one Venezuelafiving selling peanuts, “had all the from Colombia, and accused theAuthorities say |}
kidnapped on October 11 duringcharacteristics of a paramilitaryChavez government of losingthat Colombian|#
paramilitary |}
groups, leftist
guerrillas, drug

US acquiesces to Israeli| e

all operatei

Illegal colonies expansion " ...

also accused

¢ t th | ofOb dministration i h Perez Vivas,| '
Commentary by 0 preven e renewal o ama administration is a huge | v i< from the

Canadians for Justice and negotiations. The_ PalestilniansjisappointmentfortheP.’_;\Iestinialqs. right-wing
Peace in the Middle East resp_onded by saying that it wadt proves that this adml_nlstranon |,s COPEI party, of
(CIPME) the |Ilegal_ Israeli settlements |nn0_td|ff_erent from previous ones “complicity”in
the occupied West Bank and Eassaid Ziad Abu Zayyad, a former forming  an
Montreal, Nov. 2, 2009 - U.S. Jerusalem that was “the mainPalestinian minister. The leftigt alleged
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton obstacle on the path of peace.lIsraelidailyHaaretzalsoconcluded . logistics . : ) )
said Oct. 31 in a joint pressisrael has indeed refused to halby saying that the United States | ,<o» 1o shipment of Colombian cocaine seized at the
conference with Israeli Prime the expansion of its settlements irdealt with “the issue of settlements =" i ary border between the two countries.
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu Palestinian territories, despiteliketheweather: aninterestingtopic operations in the region km land border. have deteriorated
that she wanted the resumptiorinternational pressure to do so. of conversation, but impossible to Earlier this year, Peréz Vivas.since Colombiz; agreed to a deal
of pﬁ‘acf? t_alks as soon as ApproxmatelySO0,0QOIsra_eh change. . . together with representatives fronthat expands the US troop presence
possible,” without prior freezing settlers now live withtotalimpunity ~ As a mediator in the peage business organizations and privaten its military bases. Venezuela
of settlement as the Palestiniansvithin the illegal Israeli colonies of process and akey player guarar torsecurity firms, created a parallelsays the agreementiéathreatto its
had required. She justified herthe WestBank and EastJerusalennf the success of sudh police force célled the “Regional Bolivarian revolution and to peace
position by saying thatand that number is steadilynegotiations, CJPME believesitis Human Security Council,” in in the region
Netanyahu’s proposals onincreasing,” says Tom Woodley,the duty of the United States - ps Tachira. The “Council” aﬁd a  The incidénts on the border
restricting settlements werethe President of CJPME. “As anwell as the rest of the international previoué separatist referendum orogether with the recent arrest O’f
“unprecedented,” therebyoccupier, Israel should not becommunity-toforce Israelto abide autonomy promoted by Perez Vivaghree men accused of spying for
causing great discontent amongreated differently from other statesby the terms of international law. were ruled unconstitutional by thethe Colombian intelligence service
Palestinians, who reiterated theiin the world, nor be excused forCJPME believes that the ongoipg Venezuela Supreme Court have exacerbated these tension's
refusal to resume talks with Israelcontinuing the illegal building of expansion of illegal Israeli Amidst reports of increased  In a report to Venezuela's '
under such conditions. colonies in Palestinian territory.” settlements on Palestinian lapd paramilitary activity after the National Assembly EI Aissami
With this political victory, This turnaround for the Obamashould not be tolerated during massacre, the Venezuelarpresented “irrefutable evidence”
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin administration - which had peace negotiations, as |[it governme’nt ordered thethat Colombia had sent spies to
Netanyahu did not miss thepreviouslydemanded atotal freezelemonstrates an ongoing deployment of 515 border guardsvenezuela, Ecuador and Cuba as
opportunity to assert that theofillegal Israeli colonies before anycontempt for international nornys to Tachira, in order to strengtherpart of a 'CIA operation. The
Palestinian demand for a totalresumption of peacetalks-isagreab promote justice and protect the security in the region documents allegedly origihating
freeze of Israeli settlement wassource of consternation for thebasic humanitarian and human Interior and Justiée Minister from Colombia’s DAS were

only a “pretext and an obstacle”Palestinians. “The attitude of therights of the Palestiniane. Tarek El Aissami, in an interview discovered  following  the

with state-run VTV, announcedapprehension of the suspected
that eight Colombians including aColombian spies on Venezuelan

Le ad I n g I S rae I i C O m m u n ISt known paramilitary leader, Jorgesoil, El Aissami said.

RoaBolanoswere capturedin San Colombia  denied the

. . Antonio del Tachira, a city 850 accusations and on Oct. 31
accused Of assau |t| ng Offlcer kilometres west of the Venezuelarannounced the expulsion of a
capital on Oct. 31. El Aissami did Venezuelan National Guard member
The Communist Party of Israeldemonstrators, “free him, free OnJuly7,2007,duringaprotest NOt say whether the arrests wereisiting its territory. .
has responded sharply tohim”. For this, he was chargedin Nazareth, Barakeh allegedly related tothe massacre. Bogota has also accused its
accusations against one of itsvith assaulting a personordered police officer Avraha “These people wereintimidatingneighbour of arming leftist
leading members. Criminal performing a duty or function Haliwa to release Hadash the local population... they wereColombian guerrilla groups - a
charges have been filed againsassigned to him by law, a felonysecretary-general Ayman Udgh handing out fliers, as the chargethatVenezuelaemphatically
Member of the Knessetthatcarriesamaximum five-yearfromarrest. Forthis, Barakehwgs Paramilitaries do, saying that sociablenies - and not doing enough to
Muhammad Barakeh, chair ofsentence. charged with hindering a policp  Cleansing was going to start. Thastop drug trafficking.
Hadash (Democratic Front for On August 5, 2006, Barakehofficer in the performance of his iS to say, murders and Venezuela has responded that
Peace and Equality, the electoralook partin ademonstration in Telduty, afelony carryingamaximurp  disappearances,” he said. Colombia is the largest cocaine
coalition led by the CPI), “for Aviv's Carmel Marketagainstthe sentence of three years. Local media reported that asproducer, accounting for 60% of
attacking an official who was criminal Second Lebanon War. The Communist Party of Isragl many as one thousand businesglobal production and that its
discharging his legal duty, When his son, Said a member otharged that it had evidende establishments shuttered theiinternal problems are spilling over
insulting a public servant, the Israeli Young Communist proving that during the Bil'in| doors. However, the minister saidnto Venezuelan territory. _
assault and interfering with aLeague (Banki-Shabiba), wasprotestitwas the police and thoge justa “limited number” had closed. Trade between the two countries
policeman in the line of duty”. detained by police officer Sharondressed as Arabs who attackpd “Once we strengthened thehas also declined considerably
The CPI declared that theHarpaz, Barakeh demandedtofrethe demonstrators, including [military and police] presence, little after Chavez vowed toreduce trade
indictment against Barakeh washim. For this, he was charged withBarakeh, and used tear gas gnd with his neighbour following the
based on false testimony whichinsulting a public servant, acrimeshock grenades against thepn. US military agreement. )
Barakeh completely denied.punishable by six months in jail. Barakeh complained to the Justige Although Venezuela remains
According to the indictment,  OnJuly 22, 2006, while taking Ministry’s Police Investigation the second largest destination for
Barakeh participated in a protespart in another demonstrationDepartmentabouttheir behaviolir Colombian exports after the U.S.,
against the apartheid fence neaagainst the war in Lebanon,but the department did nqt exportsto Venezuelain September
the Bil'in Palestinian village on Barakeh allegedly struck ainvestigate the complaint. declined 49.5% according to a
April 28, 2005. When a soldier photographer, Yitzhak Hananya, The Party said that th report by Colombia’s Statistics
arrested one of thein the ribs and shoulder, afterindictment was politically Department due to the blockade
demonstrators,  BarakehHananyahadinsulted well-knownmotivated and that it wanted imposed on Colombian agricultural
allegedly choked him with his peace activist Uri Avnery. For criminalize purely political an products by Venezuelan
right hand and struck the thishewascharged withcommoregitimate protestagainstwar ard authorities. Venezuela aims to
soldiershandswith hisleft,while assault, a misdemeanorccupationandtosully Barakeh|s substitute all imports of raw
shouting to nearby punishable by two years in jail. reputation.e Venezuelan Interiorand Justice ~materials fromits neighbour by the
Minister Tarek El Aissami end of this yeam®

Venezuelanalysis.com

I o NN
Venezuelan soldier guarding part of a huge
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Canada’s first international labour film festival
CLIFF Highlights

Imagine a world where
thousands of films are made abou
workers and the conditions undel
which they live, work, fight, and
succeed in their daily lives!

Injustafewdays, the Canadiar

from Canada...

Labour International Film Festival transit bus driver in Vancouver,
(CLiFF) will debutin Toronto. The Poor No More along his regular route through the
launch at the Sheraton Centre at In the present economic crisisDowntown East Side to the heart of
pm on Sunday, November 22 (site many Canadians are destitute anthe city and back again. Along the
ofthe Ontario Federation of Labour many others are on the brinkway he picks up a variety of

convention) will be followed by six Against this climate, a couple ofpassengers, struggles to stay on

'y ] 1
evenings at Toronto’s Bloor /* . - [ “ s+ J Canadians go on a road trip teschedule and keep his bus safe.
Cinema, (/ﬂ'ﬁ"fé“/qtfglf ll{ﬂ!ll(wfl//fé [cb’t"u-'x{[/ Ireland and Sweden, with

Then on the weekend of THE WORLD OF WORK AND THOSE WHO 0O IT comedian Mary Walsh as theirSCNOOI Zone
November 28-29 - for the firsttime guide, and get a chance to segiumorous video that explores the
inthe world - afilm festivalwillbe John's in the east and Iqaluitin thearound the world. Fifteen areOW other countries have helpechenefits and protection the Ontario
atruly national event with dozensNorth, labour films from Canada Canadian, with six from the U.S.,PeoPle like themselves. Secondary School Teachers
of locations across the countryand around the world will be two from Israel (focused on old the Line Federation has gained formembers
joiningin. showing in theatres, union halls Palestinian workers), and one eac#| through advocacy and collective
From Victoria in the west to St. municipal venues and recroomsirfrom China, Mexico, Pakistan, The economy is being used as &argaining.
all provinces Australiaand Britain. tool to claw back workers'rights.
and territories.  Eight films from the National Min Sook Lee’s new film about Dear John
All screenings Film Board have been added to théhe 2009 CUPE strike in Windsor,Chronicles the closure of Welland,

arefree. list, recognizing the valuable Ontariotellsthe story ofthe strikeontario’s oldest and leading

contributions made by the NFBfrom the workers’ point of view. industrial employer: John Deere
Twenty-eight over the decades - includifidne Welland Works. The film explores
ﬁrllmsl madﬁ in Take El Contratg and24 Daysin  You, Me & the what Welland has in store for its
the last three Brooks. . i - future, while helping those that
years have Locations across Canada WiIISPP' Tradlng De worked at the plant tell their story.

been selected feature selections from the CLIFFMocracy for Cor-

— fromthedozens list. Check out details at CLIFF's porate Rule g
Still from Min Sook Lee's "HOLD THE LINE" submitted from website: labourfilms.ca. P Pamtmg Red
What do secrecy, police Square

provocateurs, an assault o .
HMCS Fredericton sails to e mdmmgerensnfcr, S S R S
The Secgrit and Pros erit'Witnessthestruggleofthe labour-
- (0 - . T Partnershi y P yIeftinWhitehorse,Yukontofinda
fl g ht SO m al I pl rates P: friendly watering hole where they
Bus Driver can share a glass with their
comrades and debate which shade

By Stephen Von Sychowski ishstocks offthe coastof Somaliaworking people putinto dangerougFollows Karnel Basi, a public of red is best.
But today a desperate situatiorand potentially harmful situations

Pirate costumes were populahas been brought on by illegalas a result of these kinds of actions d d h Id
yetagain this Halloween. Butfewover-fishing by  foreign one must view the situation ineYE an aroun t e wWor
Canadians know that only a fewcorporations which depleted thecontext. This is not the good gu

days before trick-or-treaters hit thearea’s resources. The situation wasgs. bad guy situation portrayed b
streets, the HMCS Frederictonseverely worsened by the dumpinghe corporate media. Somaliworking
departed Halifax on an “Anti- of toxic waste by Europeanpeople have been driven to act
Piracy and Anti-Terrorism”mission corporations, which has destroyedhat put both themselves and thé
in the Arabian Sea. habitat and had serious healtlworking people onboard the ships

According to Canadian military implications for those living in theyattack atrisk. They aren’tdoing
websites, the HMCS Frederictonaffected communities. this for the fun of it, because the
is a “multi-role patrol frigate,” These factors combined towant to be like Johnny Depp, 0
which carries an aircraft and 225effectively ruin the livelihood for because they are just plain nas
sailors. Itis referred to as “Stalkermany Somali families. This, takenfolks. They are doing it so their
of the Seas.” It will be continuing with years of grinding poverty, families can eat. Meanwhile, the
Canada’s role in Standing NATOlawlessness, war, and uncertaintyexecutives of the corporations ang

e A Ln -

Maritime Group 1 (SNMG 1), which caused by imperialist exploitationofficials of the governments which FI G( <
was formed in January 2005. As oland meddling have led many Somalisiave effectively manufactured thg e , =
late, SNMG 1 has primarily beento turn to desperate measures toonditions which have caused thid ™ = - = E
deployed to fight pirates off thesurvive. For some of thesestate of affairs rest easy, S Gl B Wy B S
coast of Somalia. impoverished former fishermen,condemning piracy fromtheir cozy

Earlier thisyealReople’s Voice these measures include what hamansions, where the chances d
reported on how the explosion ofbeen coined by the western media dseing hijacked are slim. From Israel: 6 Floors to Hell
piracy off the coast of Somaliawas‘piracy,” i.e. hijacking and/or ~ Working class, progressive )
a direct bi-product of imperialist kidnapping of ships and those orCanadians should be outraged b{n the outskirts of Tel Aviv, in an underground world, live hundreds of
activities in the area. Fishingboard for ransom. the dispatch of the HMCS Palestinian workers who sleep in this hell in order to find a day’s work
villages once thrived on abundant While nobody wants to seeFrederictontojoin NATO’s “anti- in Israel and bring money home to their families in the West Bank.

pirate” mission. Military solutions . . .
which punishthepoorofSomaIiaFrom China: HERstory. Jeritan

willdo nothing to solve or alleviate A story of Indonesian female migrant workers who left their homes to
the conditions from which this work as domestic helpers in Macao, China, a community consisting

situation arose. Once again, thenainly of Chinese as well as a city of casinos and entertainment parlours.
interests of the Canadian people,

and of peace and justice, areromy Aystralia: T anaka-san W ill Not Do
proven not to be served by our . .
ongoing participation in NATO. Calisthenics

If Canada is to play a role in the
region it would be better served
through humanitarian aid, and
through applying pressure
internationally for those responsible, . . .
for robbing the Somali people of FFOM Pakistan: The Invisible Force:
their livelihood to be brought to \Women Workers in Pakistan

justice and for reparations to be i ) _ e
paid. Such policies could be part oMillions of women workers in Pakistan remain unaccounted for in official

an independent Canadian foreigiiigures. Even those who are in the formal workforce face problems like
policy of peace and disarmamentlower wages for the same work as men and sexual harassment.

which the Communist Party has . ; ; o)
long advocated, and which comed TOM the USA: Who Killed Chea V ichea*

in direct opposition to the policies Chea Vichea served as president of Cambodia’s garment workers’ union
of the Harper Tory governmentanduntil he was gunned down on the streetin 2004. Filmed over four years,
the imperialist ruling class it this film explores motives for Vichea's assassination and unravels a
representse police plot that framed two mee.

Filmed in Japan, this film follows Tanaka-san who was let go from his job
at Oki Electric Manufacturing Company 25 years ago when he refused
to conform to militaristic working expectations.

Reagan fires air traffic controllers

‘When President Ronakd Reagan fred stnking air fraffic contraliars in 1981,
he was chanmeling Calvin Coolidge. [n 1919 the 1han govermar of Massa-
chigsals fred stiking Boston palicemen and replaced them with scabs afier the
meyar of Bostor: had alrady quakad tha sirike with the Boston militla. Coolidga
parlayad a taugh law and order image inlo & vice-presidential namination and
meeniually a suocasshul presidential campaign. Aler weming the 1980 alecton
Aeagan wanbed to sand a simiar massage that thars was a naw eheritf in
bowen, Controllers wene Tedaral amployess with no night 1o sifee <5 Aeagan
user the oppartunity o show how tough ba was, His rafmgs shat up
A S
1984 : Throa yoars later, while air trattic had increased 6%, thera wana 205
lesver controllens. The governmen refused o re-hire lired sirikess

B Wiiiams 405
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Put the Communist Party on your holiday qif

t list!

The Communist Party needs
your support in 2009 to stimulate
and help lead the fight for peace,
jobs, democracy and sovereignty
in 2010 - a year when the
corporate attack on labour and
democratic rights, on women,
workers, youth and racialized
communities will be sharper than
ever.

With economic recovery
exposed as nothing more than a
recovery for profits, while working
people are forced to pay the price
with escalating wage cuts, job
cuts, collapsing living standards
and security. Youth face the
prospect of a jobless future. The
situation demands urgent action,
mass political struggle, and an
alternative and progressive vision
for the future.

A small party with big ideas,
the Communist Party is Canada’s
party of socialism. A working
class party, we know the future
will be grim without a powerful
People’s Coalition that can mount
a counter-offensive against the
large corporations and their
reactionary governments, and that
can turn the tables in favour of
working people, for real and
fundamental change opening the
doors to socialism.

Please help us this holiday
season, with a tax deductible
donation. Help us build a strong
Communist Party and a powerful
and united People’s Coalition to
defeatwar and reaction in Canada.

Your donation up to $400 will
generate a $300 tax rebate when
you file your 2009 taxes, costing
you just $100. A $500 donation
will cost you just $150. A $750
donation will cost $275.

CPC-36

Toronto, Feb. 5-7, 2010

People’s Voice is reprinting
excerpts from the Draft
Resolution for the 36th
Central Convention of the
Communist Party of
Canada, which takes place
Feb. 5-7, 2010, in Toronto.
Here are some of the
Resolution’s sections on the
labour movement.

Here’s how it works:

For donations up to the first $400,
you receive a federal tax rebate of
75%. For the next $350 in total
donations, receive a tax rebate of
50%. And for the next $350, the tax
rebate is 33%. The maximum
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allowable annual federal donation is
$1100, for which the rebate totals
$600.

The Communist Party is solely
supported by contributions from
people like you. Every donation,
large or small, helps us. With your
donations, we can keep organizers
in the field, publish new leaflets
and pamphlets, build the fightback,
and campaign for a progressive
people’s alternative to the crisis -
during and between elections.

Thank you for your support!
We couldn’t do it without you.

Please make your cheque or
money order payable to “CPC”,
and mail to: 290A Danforth Ave,
Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6. ®

Ontario Launches PV Sub Drive:
goal of 87 new readers by February

The Ontario People’s Voice and using Press Forward, theywajdaArraf, MP Libby Davies,

Committee has launched a nevprovince’s

beer and

COPE Pub Night,
politics with COPE elected
officials, Wed., Nov. 18, 8 pm,
Original Joe’s, 500 W. Broadway .

Amy Goodman, host of

Democracy Now!, on a
speakingtourtolaunchherbook,
Breaking the Sound Barrier.
Thur., Nov. 25, 7 pm, Alice
McKay Room, Central Library,
benefit for college and
community radio stations. Book
sales by People’s Co-op, for
more information see
www.peoplescoopbookstore.com.

Women Speak Out on
Palestine and Gaza, Friday,
Nov. 27, 7 pm, SFU Harbour
Centre, Room 1900 (515 W.
Hastings). Speakers:
Palestinian-American activist

press-building pr, sunera Thobani, suggested

subscription drive, as part of anewsletter, the Ontario People’sjonation $5-10, organized by
bold plan to build the communistVoice Committee will work canada Palestine Association,
press. 2009 is the 87th anniversargollectively and creatively toward yyw.cpavancouver.org.

ofthe Communist pressin Canadaachieving their
so the committee has agreed teommittee has two trophies to b
work toward a net increase inwon - for the club and individual
circulation of 87 subs acrosswith the biggest overall increas

goal.

Ontario. The campaign begins induring the campaign.

November and will wind up at the
Communist Party’s Centralbe not

Convention in February.

Leninwrote, “The press should
only a collective
propagandist and a collective

€

The

eft Film Night, “The War on
emocracy”, dir. by John Pilger,
Sunday, Nov. 29, 7 pm, Centre
for Socialist Education, 706
Clark. Forinfo, 604-255-2041.

Winnipeg, MB

The subscription drive is a boldagitator, but also a collectiveWhat is the Communist
one, with a challenging goal - butorganizer of the masses.” Now, a§arty? Twomeetings for people
one that is achievable with themuch as ever, a strong communigfiterested in joining, late

effortand assistance of Ritople’s press is needed for the workin

d;ovember & and early

Voice clubs and supporters.class to unite, fight back andDecember, dates when most
Working with club press directors advance - build theeople’s Voice! People canattend. Pre-register

The Organized Working Class:
Key Element of the Fightback

at 586-7824
mb@mts.net.

Toronto, ON

Education Not Deportation!
Supportthe right of non-status
childrento attend school, video

or cpc-

Hundreds of thousands of indusworkers who took on the City |aynch, theater, assembly,
trial workers, disenfranchised andCouncils in Metro Toronto and Friday, Nov. 20, 10:30-12

ejected from their plants, are havingVindsor put up a stubborn de-
a hard time trying to conduct thefence of their benefits and wages
fightback and handle unemploymentThe Steel Car Workers in Hamilton Parkd
simultaneously. The fact that ourdefied lock-out and refused to give
industries, energy and resources an@ without a fight. The embattled
largely foreign-owned or controlled Steelworkers in the US Stee
further complicates matters, becaus€Stelco) chain have fought
the attack is orchestrated frominnovatively and well for many

noon, endorsed by: Education
Not Deportation Ctee.,
ale Newcomer Network,
OSSTF-D12, Elementary
|Teachers of Toronto, No One
Islllegal-Toronto.

outside our borders, as in the case gfears; currently the same union is

Community discussion on
Immigration, Sat., Nov. 21, 6
pm, Oakridge Community
Centre, 63 Pharmacy Ave.,
Scarborough, presented by
South Asian Women'’s Rights
Organization.

GAZA: Strength Under Siege,
evening of solidarity for Gaza
Freedom March, Friday, Dec.
4, 7 pm, Student Centre,
Ryerson University, tickets $40
(students $20), purchase online:
www.gazafreedommarch.ca/
tickets.

Stars of Ballet, featuring
dancersfrom BalletNacional de
Cuba, Tue.,Dec.8,7pm,Living
Arts Centre, 4141 Living Arts
Drive, Mississauga. Tickets $25-
90, contact 1-905-306-6000.

Joya Book Tour

Afghan woman MP Malalai
Joya, outspoken critic of the
NATO occupation, is touring
Canadatolaunchhernewbook,
“A Woman Among Warlords.”
Her itinerary includes:

VANCOUVER: Sat.,Nov. 14,7
pm, St. Andrew’s Wesley
Church, 1022 Nelson St.,
organized by StopWar.ca.

VICTORIA: Sunday, Nov. 15,2
pm, University of Victoria, David
Lam Auditorium, hosted by
Victoria Peace Coalition.

WINNIPEG: Monday, Nov. 16,
7 pm, University of Winnipeg,
ConvocationHall, organized by
Peace Alliance Winnipeg.

TORONTO: Wed., Nov. 18, 7
pm, Trinity-St. Paul's Centre,
427 Bloor West(TTC Spadina),
donation $5 to $10, Toronto
Coalition to Stop the War.

MONTREAL: Tue., Nov. 24,7
pm, alasalle Marie-Gérin-Lajoie
de 'UQAM (métro Berri-UQAM),
Organized by Le Collectif Echec
ala guerre and the Fédération
de femmes du Québec.

OTTAWA: Thursday, Nov. 26,7
pm, Centretown United (507 Bank
St), Ottawa Peace Assembly.

the Steelworkers fighting the Brazil- squared off against the Vale Cor-201 0 PV Calendar Now 0n Sale!

The attack on the working classian Vale Corporation. Inside our bor-poration in Sudbury, Voisey’'s Bay
and their institutions, particularly ders, health care workers, teacherand Port Colborne.
e camrent sconomic s, Theunder —aitack by - provincial gles for e last ten years havd 2! ISnow available. Thisyears _For your copy, send $5 plus
hostility to organized labour is angovernments. been diffioult and hard fought. NéMe is “Socialist Women,” $2 to cover postage to People's
intrinsic part of capitalism in the  However, generally speaking thethe 2004 strike by the Hospital marking the centenary of the faVoice, 706 Clark Drive, Van-
antagonistic relations betweenfightback has been slow to developEmployees Union almost sparkedOUS 1910 conference couver, BC, y5|- 3J1.The
exploiters and exploited.... There are many reasons for thisa general strike, and the next yeawhich adopted Clara Calendarisalsoonsale

The main thrust of the attackincluding the intensity, speed andthe BC Teachers defied theZetkin's resolution at the Ontario bureau
has been against the manufacescalation of the assault. Campbell Liberals and the courtsestablishing Interna- of People’s Voice
turing industrial base in Ontario Another is the weakness of theto force the government to nego+jonal Women'’s (290A Danforth
and to a lesser degree in Quebedeft in the labour movement, whichtiate. CUPE civic workers in Van- Da Ave Toronto
British Columbia has not beenputs the need to build our Party orcouver held out for months in Y- ) '
ignored: over the last few yearsthe agenda. The Cold War attack007 against an attempt by the AS usual, the M4K 1N6) and our
over 120 mills have closed andon the left and the socialist state8NPA Mayor and Council to gut 2010 Calendar in- Manitoba Bureau
raw unprocessed logs are beinglso ushered in the dominance ofheir contracts; their courageouscludes a wide variety (387 Selkirk Ave.,
shipped for processing, mostlyright vying social democracy as.thestrike help.eq defea}t the NPA inof memorable dates for Winnipeg, R2W 2M3).
in the United States. Themain ideology of the trade unionthe 2008 civic election. Currently the working class move- Vancouver-area
et o beaeas igponi e s st 1oT, o bifhdays of " - readers an pick up the

| u . . . ,

social prog);ams, is set to launchThis has definitely hampered at-service. The BC ferry workers are romln(?nt rev_olut|onar|es toCalendar at People’s CO.'Op
another offensive claiming their tempts by organized workers tofacing an impending attack andthe anniversaries of watershe@®ooks, 1391 Commercial
re-election as a mandate. Indevelop extra-parliamentary politi- preparing a defence. struggles for peace, social jusDrive, Vancouver.
every province, the attackcal struggles to resist plant clo- The CSN in Quebec put out a
against labour, against socialsures and economic attacks amilitant proposal for demonstrations
programs, pensions and workingnmilitantly as the French or the Greekon May 1st, the international day o
conditions, the sell-out of workers. working class solidarity. There are
resources, de-industrialization But workers have not been passmaller strikes and skirmishes going
and loss of sovereignty aresive in the face of the attack. Thereon across the country. Their
escalating phenomena that rehas been notable resistance bgtruggles are not reported in the
quire organized response. public workers and educators incorporate media, except in man)l)

There have been many militantAtlantic Canada. The anger of GMcases as lost causes or objects @f
struggles in recent years, both byworkers who closed down the GMsneering ridicule... @
public sector and industrial workers.Head Office in Oshawa showed (Visit www.communist-
There have even been significantheir ability to mobilize, and was party.ca to view the entire Draft
actions by unorganized workers.repeated in Windsor. The CUPEResolution.)

The 2010 People’s Voice Calentice, equality and socialism.

People'sVoice deadlines:

DECEMBER 1-31 issue: Thursday, Nov. 19
JANUARY 1-15 issue: Thursday, Dec. 10
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>
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Federal pension reforms a drop in the bucket

PV Commentary

The pension reform proposals
announced on Oct. 27 with much
fanfare by Federal Finance Ministel
Jim Flaherty will only affect
federally regulated private pensior
plans, representing about 7% o
pension plans and 10% of
retirement savings in Canada.

While the changes may
improve the security of
pensioners covered by these
plans, it will do nothing for
millions of Canadians who are
not covered and whose pension
are evaporating in corporate

lapsed corporate contributions,
and collapsing pension plan
investments.

The Canadian Labour Congres:
responded to the announcement

 Tord

Drive - one

Presenting the Lincoln Pensioneer

bankruptcies and insolvencies, By creating a £1.8 billion shortfall in cur retirement plan and using proven Bed Rock® power train technology
our actuarial engineers have crafied the dynamic new fully lcaded®® Lincoin Pensioneer !
It's the ecological car of choice for the modern cash strapped golden ager

A &% e sutmitary of Flacra- et e ““Sherng ondume and el pdonal  Ceikacangirtds 10 AR Fsnn-oet nom

than ayear, demanding the federal
governmenttake immediate action
to protect the pensions, savings
and jobs of workers all over Canada
from the effects of the global
€economic crisis.

Like the EmploymentInsurance
reforms, it's far too little, far too
late, according to the CPC.

“What's needed urgently is a
universal public pension plan
with substantially increased
pensions, and a reduced
voluntary pension age of 60 for
men and 55 forwomen”, says the
CPC."“Inorderto getit, Canadian
workers and the organized labour
movement will have to build a
mass movement to fight for
pension reform and to defeat this
government which has done
everything in its power to assist
the corporate sector to cut

with a call for comprehensive Parliament Hill and Queen’s Parkprovincially regulated pensions gocompany. After the big dogs haveworkers wages, pensions and
reform to protect and improve thethrough September and October inip in smoke when their employerseaten, there’s rarely anything leftbenefits. This is going to be a
pensions of all Canadians, and &opes of goading governmentgo bankrupt.

national summit bringing togetherinto action to save their pensions,

governments  and
stakeholders to do it.

and the workers - whose pensionsnajor battle for labour and the

Bankruptcy laws put workers’ are their deferred wages - are lefpeople’s movements; the same
otherwillgetnorelieffrom Flaherty and pensions at the bottom of the listwith nothing.
the Tories. Like those of the vastas corporate creditors move in to  The Communist Party of Canadaextend medicare and universal

as the battle to maintain and

“We believe the best way majority of workers, their devourthe carcass of the bankruptas been campaigning for moresocial programs in Canada”

forward is to increase benefits
available under the Canada
Pension Plan, to improve

neneris under ne cusranees/ Capyitalism erects many walls”: Aleka Papariga

senior lives in poverty, and to
provide a national system of

The newspaperWorking parties as awhole make persisterthe waves of immigration, the Eastand WestBerlin (whichwasin

pension insurance. People whdRussiaorgan of the Communist and coordinated efforts to presentleath of millions of people of thirst the territory of People’s Germany

have spent their

contributing to our country Revolutionary

Party

lives Workers Party of Russia-capitalism as an eternal systenand diseases are the results of thend few people are aware of this
of that ensures freedom andcapitalist steamroller whose godfact) closed when the tanks of

should not be left to fend for Communists (RKRP-RPC) - democracy and meetsthe people’s profitand notthe human needsNATO entered the territory of

themselves in retirement,” saidaddressed / . _
CLC President Ken Georgetti. duestiontothe General Secretary The anticommunist attack isof

the

following needs as well...

Itisahuge lie to argue that the fallpeople’s Germany and headed
Berlin Wall, the towardsthe centre of Berlin. Itwas

Nortel Network workers, who ofthe Communist Party of Greecdaunched by those who 20 yeargounterrevolution united thein that period that the defence

have organized mass protests ofKKE), Aleka Papariga: “On the ago

characterised

thepeople of Europe and broughtminister of West Germany, Franz

20th anniversary since the fall ofcounterrevolution as “world- freedom. The only freedom it Josef Strauss, declared that people
Berlin Wall we are witnessing anhistoric event”, by those who brought was that of the EU andshould be prepared for a civil war

RETIREMEN'T
FUNDS

4

o ez

intensification of
anticommunist hysteria, of thepeace, security and prosperity. The
attack on Communist Parties andxperience accumulated over this|
communist ideals in Russia ageriod has
well as in other Europeanproclamations, and proved thai
countries. Whatis your commenttheir content was fake. Let us
on this development?” Alekaremember what international
Papariga gave the followingopportunism, which still says that
capitalism can be humanised, use
“These days internationalto say in that period.
imperialism continues and Overthese 20years many walls
intensifies its campaign to distorthave been erected in front of the
the big contribution of the peoples. The intensification of
socialism we used to know,exploitation, the unjust wars, the
focusing on Berlin and the capitalist economic crisis, the
anticommunist events on the fallrestriction of basic rights, capitalist organisations to attackconsequences for the workers’
of the Wall. At the same time theunemployment, poverty, thethe workers’ and peoples’state power.
governments and the bourgeoispread of drugs and criminality,interests from better positions, to

answer:

reversed these

gives you the latest on the

fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

Every issue of PeoprLE’s Voice

the declaredthe comingofaneweraoNATO imperialists and all the in Germany. It was in that period

that subversion and sabotages in
the economy of People’s Germany
intensified. It was imperialism that
imposed the erection of the Wall,
the conflict between capitalism and
socialism.

The socialism of the 20th
century, which was constructed in
the USSR and the other countries
of Eastern Europe, had not been a
society without shortcomings,
while erroneous strategic choices
especially in the 1950s and 1960s
brought about destructive

pre e o T rae = —

In its 18th Congress the KKE
pass terror laws and shield thestudied these mistakes and
repression forces. levelled criticism with the aim to
Socialism of the 20th century, contribute to the ideological
despite the shortcomings and thehielding of the communist
mistakes that were made, was ammovement and improve its
superior social economic systemstruggle nowadays. At the same
it has proved its superiority totime it does not submit to the
capitalism. Workers’ rights, that bourgeoisie that demands the
in capitalist conditions are just aKKE stop defending the historical
pipe dream, were regarded as giveachievements of socialism, it does
in socialism. | refer to permanentnot “throw the baby out with the
and stable work for all, to the bathwater” as opportunists do.
establishment of 8-hour and 7- We call uponthe working class
hour working day for all, to free to search for the truth about

VOICE

U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

social cuts, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers'’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

education and health-care for allsocialism and reject the anti-
to free time, to decent life for thecommunist propaganda that
elderly, to the acquisition of aidentifies socialism with fascism
high cultural level, to the hugeand aims to prevent the people
achievements made in a very shoifrom drawing true conclusions. We
period of time inthe field of sciencecall the working class to struggle

And we do more than that-we and art, to the conquest of spacealong with the communists and the
report and analyze events from a | refer to the security that youngpopular strata in towns and
revolutionary perspective, helping Address people felt for their future. villages; this struggle makes the

Several years passed from theapitalists tremble and put the
end of the Second World War untiicommunists on trials and prohibit
1961, the year when the Wall wagheir action in several countries.
erected by the workers’ state powefl his struggle paves the way for
and thousands of workers. Thighe people’s economy and power.
time period hasits own explanationrSocialism is necessary and
and cause. The borders betweerelevant.e

to build the movements for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the paper
that fights for working people— on
every page —in every issue! 1

Postal Code

Send to: People’s Voice,
133 Herkimer St.,Unit 502, Hamilton, ON, L8P 2H3
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