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Harsh on Harper

Polling reveals that Canadians
were distinctly unimpressed by
the Harper government's abysmal
stance at the recent Copenhagen
Summit on Climate Changéte
theTories listening?

GREECE

General strikes

6
Israeli Apartheid Week

Refusing to sit down and shut up,
organizers of IsraefpartheidWeek
held more events and actions than
ever this year.

hit back at
capitalist

demands
- page 9 -

12
The Mossad hit

Israel has a long history of
murdering its opponents. But the
brazen assassination of Hamas
official Mahmoud al-Mabhouh in
Dubai may have upset some of
Israel's most significant allies.
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Community Coalition calls
April 10 rally In V ancouver

In a welcome sign of a broaderus together. It divides us. support, build, and regulate th 8 20 = r
struggle against the Campbell “The purpose of the Coalition private sector is vital to the social fre13 k‘ e
government’s latest round ofto Build a Better BC is to bring usenvironmental, and economicjm) M == & \‘?& g 0 =
cutbacks, a Community Coalitiontogether. The public, community, health of the province. i 1 | I P W e Y LN
to Build A Better B.C. has beenand cultural services thatwe have “Due to drastic funding cuts, | & /™ Lt S .,
formed by community groups, built together over the yearschronic underfunding, and
cultural and arts organizations, anadontribute greatly to a vibrant andmisaligned political priorities, many
unions. The first major action of diverse BC. They help to ensureof these services are at risk o
the new alliance will be arally at thethat every British Columbian candisappearing, and putting our ways
Vancouver Art Gallery, starting 11 participate and share in a qualityof life and the environment at risk.
am, Saturday, April 10. of life that is recognized aroundMany of the cuts affect the most
The groups are joining togetherthe world. vulnerable people in our
tocallonthe provincialgovernment  “Public, community, and communities, particularly women,
to stop eliminating public and cultural services are essentiathildren, isolated seniors, and
community services, and to workcornerstones of a civil society.those with the lowestincomes.Itis On March 6, hundreds of“This was an all-out effort by our
in consultation to provide They are a critical component ofunacceptable for government toSteelworkers union members andommittee to reach a settlement,
“adequate, fair, and consistenbur economic well-being, take morefromthosewhohavethgupporters demonstrated atvith the best interests of our
funding to support public servicesespecially in difficult economic least, in orderto give more tothoseloronto’s Metro Convention members, our community and the
and community groups.” times. A strong public sector towho have the mosté Centerin solidarity with 3,500 USW company in mind. Our committee is
A statement from the coalition . . . workers in Sudbury and Portfrustrated and angry that Vale Inco
says, “The strength of Britsh Radio Labour hits the airwaves Colborne who have been on strikavas not prepared to bring the same
Columbia is our people. We each since May 2009, and with workersspirit of compromise to the table to
contribute in unique and differentLabourStart/CALM - A new weekly presentation of internationaht Voisey’s Bay in northern resolve this labour dispute. Vale
ways, through our talents, ideaslabour news is on the Internet. Solidarity News will be available babrador who launched a strike ordid not come close to reciprocating
and hard work to build a better BC.RadioLabour.net every Monday morning. RadioLabour is the brainchidg. 1. The workers are fightingon the many and substantial
Building communities where every of Marc Bélanger, the founder of SoliNet, which was the first trade unidemands by the transnational Valehanges made by the Union.”
woman, manand childis treated withonline network back in the 1980s. Solidarity News will focus on union almtto for major concessions. The USW has now requestedto
fairness, dignity, and respect is avorkers’ activities and issues from around the world with specialMediated discussions betweenefer all outstanding issues to a
shared responsibility. Whenemphasis on emerging market and developing countries. the United Steelworkers and Valebinding arbitration panel, chaired
government singles out groups of RadioLabour reporters will provide regular weekly presentations, uto broke off the next day, afterby veteran mediator Kevin Burkett.
individuals - by cutting services theya special feature of the audiocast will be reports from unionists who wahat the union described asvale Inco has adamantly rejected
depend on, raising fees inequitablyto report on particular events or publicize an activity of their organizatiorepeated and unprecedentedthe union’s proposal for an
and unfairly shifting taxes - it  Formore information about RadioLabour, listento the audiocastsatiempts to reach a settlement. immediate return to work and an
“Over 11 consecutive days, ourarbitrated resolution.
bargaining committee presented The USW has scheduled
several new proposals and madeneetings in Sudbury and Port
genuine, significant compromisesColborne to present members with
on the key issues,” said USWdetailed reports. Memberswillhave
District 6 Director Wayne Fraser.the opportunity to vote on a five-
year settlement offer presented by
the company; the USW bargaining
committee is unanimously
recommending rejection of what it
calls a “sub-standard proposal.”
3y Vale, the Brazilian parent
company of Vale Inco, claimed $22
billion US in cash assets as of
March 2009. During 2008, Vale’s
after-tax profits were $13.2 billion
US. The company’s top six
executive officers were paid a total
of $33 millionUSin 2008, anincrease
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diminishes all of us. It doesn’tbring provide reports, visit www.radiolabour.net.

PV Fund Drive: $50,000 in 2010

Leonard Asper may be gone, People’s Voiceisn't here to universal social programs,
but we're still here. After years of make profits, but we are here tgorogressive taxation, defense of
piling up debts, Asper hasprovide our readers with reliablethe environment, reductions in
resigned his position as CEO offacts and analysis from a differentmilitary spending.

CanWest Global Communications perspective, using the lens of Lastyearwe achieved our Func
Canada’s biggest corporate mediavorking class interests. ForDrive target of $50,000 to keep
empire. As the feeding frenzyexample, whenthe corporate medipublishing People’s Voice. It
begins for control of lucrative reports on “reform policies” in a wasn’teasy, andittook a bitlonge
chunks of CanWest Global, thecountry such as Greece or Icelandhan we wanted, but we did ge
potential investors never utter ayou can safely assume that thesthere. This year, we need to rais
word about the interests of“reforms”are meantto protectthethe same amount, and donatio
thousands of media employees, ovital interests of finance capital. are already comingin. Thankstoal

the subscribers to CanWesBut when we report on reforms,who have sentearly contributions
stations and newspapers. Theiwe'retalkingaboutthe movements As a mark of appreciation for

only “lens”is profits, not real news for employment insurance, jobyourgenerosity, we are once agai

of 121% over the previous two
years. Far fromlosing money onits
Ontario operations, Vale made

and information. creation, the shorter work week,offering supporters compli Vale Inco CEO Tito Martins;

mentary gifts. For each $100 inthe company's top six
VE}THTHJII}’ THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE H@ donations, you can choose one oéxecutives raked in $33 million
|AND REALITY TE[eVISIoN RECAME WDISCERNIRLE.

twice as much profit during 2007/
2008 as Inco reported in the
previous ten yearse

(PV photo above: Ed Bil)

these black and white portraits,during 2008.
mounted on card, matted and
ready for framing: Che Guevara,
Clara Zetkin, Augusto Cesarl
Sandino, Bhagrat Singh, Gall
(Sioux), Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,
Louis Riel, Jeanne Corbin, or
Gladys Marin. Other choices]
include music CDs or a copy of ou
2010 Women'’s Socialist Calendar
Two fundraising events will I To mark May Day 2010, People's Voice will print greetings
help kick off this year’s PV Drive. from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in
On Sunday, March 21, the our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events
Vancouver East Club CPCinvited across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads is April
all readers in the Lower Mainland] 24; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is April 22.
to their annual Pasta Dinner Please check with us about the format if your ad is being

starting at’ 5 pm, 706 Clark Drive j sent electronically.

-------------------\

MAY DAY 2010
GREETING ADS

Here's my contribution
to the PV Fund Drive!

Enclosed please find my donation of $

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

l
Vancouver. Ticketsarejust$12, al
proceeds to the FundJDriv$e. Th Ad rates (based on 5 column page): |
dinnerwill be followed at 7 pmwith [l o ———————————— |
a showing of Michael's Moore’s | | One column-inCh. ... $10 | |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

biting documentaryCapitalism: | One column X 2 iNCRES.....cccveeeeeeeeieeann. $20

to the 2010 Peopleice Press Fund Drive. ALoveStonCall604-255-2041for g I Two columns x 2 inches...........cooovvvvvenn, $35 |
details. _ . I Two columns x 3 inches........c..cccccceeurnane. $50 |
Name The Ontario fund drive J] Two columns x 5inches..........c...cccccoecenne. $75 |
campaign will start with a lively | Three columns X 4 inChes........cccceeeeeennn. .. $90
Address social event on Saturday, MarcH : Two columns X 7 iNCheS.......coeevveeieeeeen, $100 :
: 27, starting 7 pm, atthe GCDO Hall Three columns X 7 iNChes.........c..ccceon..... $150
Clty/tOWI‘l 290 Danforth Ave., Toronto. The= N |
evening will feature live music, 2 ' s o
Prov. Postal Code g00d food and refreshments, an Send greetings to People's Voice at:

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3]1
Fax (604)254-9803 E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

------------------_I

greetings from PV Editor Kimball |
Cariou. For more information, call |
416-469-2446e

Sendyour contributionto:
People's Wice 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1
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2010 BC Budget: more and more of the same

treachery by introducing the
Financial Institutions Minimum
Tax, which was to kick in this year
when the phase-out of the
Corporation Capital Tax was
complete.

Guess what. In this budget,
Hansen cancelled the Financial
Institutions Minimum Tax. The dirty
deedis complete and Carole Taylor
is now on the board of directors of
the TD Bank. Unfortunately Colin
Hansen is still with us; keep a
tight hand on your wallet.

The Liberals came into office in
2001 with huge tax cuts for the
wealthy and the corporations, and
attacks on workers and social
spending. This budget is the same
bad news for working people.

whatthey usedto pay. The pocket
of the working population, the
It's the first week of March, an homeless and the poor, will be
early spring in British Columbia, emptied by the imposition of taxes
and the corporate feeding frenzyon goods previously exempt ang
onthe backs of athletes and the BG&he need to fund the higher cost
population called the Olympic of social services.
Games is somewhat abated. BC The HST is actually “revenue
still holds the gold medal for thenegative,” because the
highest child poverty rate in governmentwillactuallylose $113
Canada, the lowest minimumwagemillion onitin 2010/11. They will
the most homeless, the lowesalsolose $69 million onthe carbo
corporate tax rate in the G7tax because they went too far o
countries (and still plunging). The personal tax cuts (to who?). This
Campbell Liberals are leading inadds up to $182 million in losses,
theracetothe bottomininadequate The Forests and Range budge
funding for education and almostis cut by 37%, because the Libera
everything that can be called acrystal ball has told them they
social program. won't have to fight forest fires for
It's more and more of the samethe next two years.
in the 2010 provincial budget Capital expenditures for major Lower corporate taxes, higher
introduced on March 2 by Financecorporate-friendly projects have health premiums, new HST taxes,
Minister Colin Hansen. beenraised 124%. Thiswillgeneratehis year and nothing for the nextfrom the big banks. This was inovercrowded schoolrooms, public
The Harmonized Sales Tax,a debt service cost that in itself iswo years. Housing and Socialresponse to the federal Harperite'service wage freeze, privatization,
touted as “revenue neutral” by the$417 million more than the entire Developmentwill receive 1.9%thisincentive offer of $48 millionover contracting  out,  higher
Liberals, is apparently partisan tobudget for the Ministry of Children year followed by cuts in the nexttwo years to compensate forunemployment, cancellation ofre-
the business community, who willand Family Development, whichtwo years. looking after our big bankers, whotraining for dumped civil service
reclaim all that they pay and pockewill receive amodest 1.2%increase Butthe mostbeautiful stroke ofnow pay almost nil into the BC workers, more poor children, closed
reverse financing was begun bytreasury. Trading income of $100women’s shelters and an almost
Colin Hansen’s predecessormillion a year for a one time complete meltdown in most of the
Carole Taylor introduced a three-incentive of $48 million only makes resource based interior areas. Isn’t
year phase-out of the Corporatiorsense if elected representativesapitalism wonderful®
Capital Tax, which usedto bring inare really closet corporate thieves. (Hammond is the BC leader of
over $100 millionannually, mostly ~ Taylor justified this act of the Communist Party.)

By Sam Hammond

Teachers and supporters rally at the office of BC Eduction

Minister Margaret Macdiarmid to demand higher education
funding. (Photo: K. Cariou)

Harper'’s climate
policies get
thumbs down

targets, says University d

CUPE/CALM and 9= 2 .
Bulletin/CAUT/CALM Victoria climatologist Andrew
Weaver.

Private clinics ordered to open books

f The Repor/HSABC/CALM can afford to pay a premium. private clinics, which will now be
“The court’srulingis great news available as the court also issued
The B.C. Supreme Court hasfor British Columbians, and all orders that the clinics be audited.

Stephen Harper’'s minority Weaver and other scientis
government let the country andaround the world have beg
the planet down at the climatespeaking out about harassm
change talks in Copenhagensincethe“climategate” controver
according to Canadians. Fromthat saw the public release of ar]

Dec. 7 to 18, 2009, negotiatorsmailarchive stolenfromthe Climagc Medical Association president, board of directors.

from 192 nations came togetheResearch Unit at the University
at the United Nations Climate East Angliainthe U.K.

Change Conferencetotrytoreach Climate skeptics claimedthe
a binding international mailsexposed howlittle eviden
agreement on reducingexists linking climate change

greenhouse gases. human activity. But, the scientifi

ts ruledthatapro-medicare coalitionCanadians who value our publicThe clinics had been fighting the
Ln can participate as interveners irhealth care system,” said Rachehudit.
bntthe legal challenge to B.C.’sTutte, co-chair of the B.C. Health  “It is essential that B.C.'s
vy medicare legislation that wasCoalition and a member of theMedical Services Commission be
e-launched by former CanadianHealth Sciences Association’sable to determine whether clinics
and physicians are complying with
Hf Brian Day, and a group of private, Recognizing the critical issuesthe billing rules upon which
for-profitmedical clinics. at stake, the judge ruled that shenedicare depends,” said Tutte.
L. Thefor-profitclinics are seeking will allow necessary evidence and‘The BC Health Coalition and our
e 10 have key provisions of arguments to be presented on thpartners have been pushing very
o Provincial health law declared question of the constitutional hard to ensure that allegations of
- unconstitutional so thatvalidity of B.C.’s Medicare queue jumping, extra billing and

An Angus Reid opinion poll community has demonstrated
conducted days afterinformation in the e-mails w

e bhysicians can sell necessaryrotection Act. A critical piece of other unethical and unlawful
health care services to patientshis evidence will be information practices be  thoroughly

Copenhagen shows Canadiantaken out of context and revegls Who wish to jump the queue andabout the billing practices of theinvestigated.”®
are unhappy with the outcomesnothing that contradicts the

Key findings are: overwhelming scientific evideng
* 48 per cent of respondentsdemonstrating thatlink the exis
expressed dissatisfaction with Weaver, a world leader i
Harper’'s performance at theclimate dynamicsandlead auth
climate change talks; only 28 perof assessment reports for t
cent are content with his Nobel-winning United Nation
leadership. Intergovernmental Panel g
*56 per centwere frustrated thatClimate Change, has beg
the Copenhagen agreement itargeted himself, with two brea
not legally binding. ins at his university office, th
* 36 per cent were dissatisfiedtheft of a computer and seve
with the commitment to keep attempts to hack into th
temperatures fromrising no morecomputer network. He says t
than 2 degrees C. goal of the people who stole a
* 73 per cent believe the goal topublished the e-mail archive w.
keeptemperaturesfromrisingnao distract from critica
more than 2 degrees will not bediscussions aimed at achievin
achieved.
Canadians only generallyreduction at the climat
supported two outcomes, withconference in Copenhagen.
46 per cent expressing “Thisisjustone ina series
satisfaction with the idea toincidents that have been partd

create a fund to help developingsustained and well-organiz¢d in schools.

nations adapt to climate changettempt to discredit science a
and 58 per cent supporting thenarass scientists, and scienti
worldwide commitment to cut are being targeted precise
greenhouse gas emissions 50 pdyecause the evidence

cent below 1990 levels by 2050.0verwhelmingly demandin

Meanwhile, scientists change,” said Weaver.

working in the climate-change “In the end, while I'm sure
field are being targeted by a well-they were overjoyed Copenhag
orchestrated campaign ofwasanabsoluteflop, |don’'tthin
harassment by global-warmingtheir tactics had an effect on t

skeptics who want to block anyoutcome of the negotiations,” e heterosexism. While th

chance of achieving binding added. “They were nothing bu
greenhouse gas emissiortransient distraction.®

binding figure for emissiong

e
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Ontario Ministry of Education
adopt s pro-gay memorandum

N By Michael Oosting nothing_on issues faced by LGBTsuch_ as homophobic slurs or
- people in schools. graffiti.

AsofFebruary1,LGBT (lesbian, These problems have now Also, the memorandum reads
al gay, bisexual, transgender)been brought into the limelightthat all school board staff must
e students in Ontario will have lesswith the new and revampedsupport students who wish to
he to worry about. The Ontario policy. Previously harassmentparticipate in gay-straight
hd Ministry of Education, finally because of a student’s sexuadlliances; previously, the principal
hs acting upon the extremeidentity was often overlooked by of a school was able to prevent
harassment faced by LGBT youthschool board employees. It issuch an organization from being
yain schools, has replacednow law that staff must reportformed, which is quite the
Memorandum No. 145 of theany incident involving opposite ofthe Ministry’s call for
-~ Ontario Education Act, the policy discrimination based on sexualequal education for all. This means

which governs how school boardsorientation, even minor incidentsthat Ontario is now the only place
hf mustdeal with promoting in the world where Gay-
f g anaccepting environmet Straight alliances are
supported by law, a
milestone in the struggle
for gay rights.

Now school faculty will
be able to provide more
supportthaneverto LGBT
students, and the next
generation will receive

a)
-

hd  The previous versior
stsOf the memorandum
ly which came into effect ir
is October 2007, was put i
y place as a framework fc

dealing with prejudice an

hatred among student

=

n However, it lacked any o and education that

k protocols on the subjec - = teaches acceptance

he of  homophobia or g a Y S t r a I g h t regardless of sexual
orientation. LGBT

(o]
ll i

a issues of racism an

! alliance
sexism encompasseu

activists hope that other
provinces will follow the

several pages, there was GSAsare now supported by Ontario law. example set by Ontarie.
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EDIT ORIALS

Yes, we do have choices

Mired in the polls, with grim economic times still looming, t
Harper Tories are trying to revive their fortunes with a classic ri
wing formula - a combination of chest-thumping militarism, “fam

values” rhetoric, racist immigrant-bashing, and scare-mongdri
about debts and deficits. The reluctance of the federal oppositi

parties to tackle some of these “wedge issues” may well give H
an advantage heading into an election. This makes it more ¢
than ever for the labour and democratic movements to expose
demagogy and present progressive alternatives.

Take the debt/deficit bogeyman, for example. It's importar
point out that the debt to GDP ratio in Canada is just 53%, ha

levels of the mid-1990s. Servicing the federal debt requires jus .

of the annual Gross Domestic Product. This is hardly a “cr
forcing an end to the minor economic stimulus measures adoy
year ago. And in case anyone has forgotten, studies

of the “debt crisis” back in the '90s found that nearly half of
accumulated federal debt at that time was due to tax cuts fc
corporate sector and upper-income earners.

Thisis along-termtrend. Sixty years ago, individual income tgxeg

accounted for a slightly higher proportion of federal revenues
corporate taxes. Today the ratio is nearly 4 to 1. As a percenta
GDP, revenue from corporate taxes has fallen from about 6 pg

inthe early 1950s, to 2.1% today. The next corporate tax cuts (JL.

dropsin 2011 and 2012) will give Canada the lowest rates in th
countries. The first cut alone will take $9 billion from federal rever

desperately needed to build low-income housing, expand El covg

and benefits, and protect social programs.

Contrary to the neo-con pundits, we do have choices. The H
government has chosen to keep widening the gap between rig
poor. We must choose to drive the Tories out, and to figh
people’s needs, not corporate greed.

Afghan war vs. democracy

pht

ne

ly

tha

hrper
h and
for

WAVE OF THE FUTURE

Recovery? What

The NATO war of occupation in Afghanistan is clearly hea

recovery?

€(

for defeat. Sooner or later, the end will be marked by withdrgwal

cloaked in a “power sharing” agreement between the rival polific
forces within that country. In the meantime, civilians continue tq di

under NATO bombs, innocent victims of the latest anti-Taliba
offensive.

The breaking point has come for some NATO countries.
coalition government of the Netherlands collapsed in February,

refusing a NATO request to extend its military role in Afghanisfaneconomic

Instead, Dutch troops will begin withdrawing this August,
planned.

This huge victory should give new inspiration to the anti-
movement in Canada. Only mass extra-Parliamentary pressu
help block a possible treacherous move by the Harper Tori
extend the Kandahar mission.

Make no mistake, despite their claims that Canada’s military

aﬁy Jim Stanford/CCPA been altered by upbeat finan_ciabr investmer]t are requ_ired to get

'9\/I0n|t0r /CALM reports, nor by the hop_efulqlz_amsthe economic ba_II rolling. This
of political and economic officials could consist of investments by

Economists and politicians alikethat the worst is over. Thebusiness in new facilities or
There watching Canada’s economidrightening economic free-fall that products, an increase in demand
aftelata closely, searching for signs obccurred in the wake of the mostfrom abroad for Canadian-made
recovery. After acute phase of the global financiajoods and services, or an
asexperiencing the largestcrisis has levelled off, but it is notexpansion in consumer spending.
contraction in nominal GDP sinceyet evidentthat agenuine rebound A “recovery” has begun once a
varthe end of World War 11, a 50 perhas begun in Canada. country’s real GDP has stopped

e ce@nt increase in unemployment The normal mechanisms offalling and started growing. But,
bs within a year, and unprecedentecdconomic expansion in Canada’sor atrue recovery, there mustalso
financial instability, Canadiansaremarket economy - wherebybe a sustained source of new
roleager to see signs of a reboundbusiness investment, investments or expenditure power

will end next year, the Tories badly want to extend the war. For
years, they have cultivated the political terrain, making “suppo

four Politicalleaders have a speciatonstruction, or exports generatéo continue stoking the fires of
foincentive to emphasize the brightmultiplied positive impacts on expansion. And that resulting

the troops” the litmus test for public office. That refrain will be hfirdside of economic affairs. Theyeconomic activity through the expansion mustbe vibrantenough

to keep up if the armed forces aren’t busy suppressing insurdentgant to make their governmentspending and re-spending of newio more than keep up with
But even now, the latest gyrations over the torture of Afghadook better and to promoteincome - have not been re-population and productivity

prisoners undercut Tory credibility. By refusing to reveal the tefmsonfidence among consumers andstablished. In fact, available dat@rowth, to create new jobs and

of reference of the lacobucci review into secret documents rejatdzlisinesses.

Some recensuggest the underlying drivers ofoffset the fall inincome and living

to this matter, PM Harper has again signalled that Parliament shouigonomic reports seem to supporprivate sector growth, especiallystandards that was experienced
keep its nose out of affairs of state. That may suit the immegliatéis growing conviction that exports and business capitaburing the recession.

interests of the clique in the PMO, but it does fresh damage tgcovery has arrived. Forexampleinvestment, are getting weaker.

democracy in Canada. For the sake of both Afghans and Can
this war must end now.

By these criteria, there is no
iaggnada’s GDP grewmarginallyin - Work and production are evidence that Canada’s economy
June (after 10 consecutive monthstagnant at best. Incomes, too, aris pulling itself out of the recession.
of decline), and seasonallystagnant. Without governmentindeed, Canada’s public sector-
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adjusted employment grew bytransfers they would be falling. government-has become the only
more than 30,000 jobs inConsumerspendingisjustholdingsource of new investment and
September. No less an authorityon. Credit conditions continue topurchasing power. And even more
than Mark Carney, governor oftighten for businesses. Prices arbackup from the public sector will
Canada’s central bank, declarediropping, a sign of continuing be required inthe months to come.
confidently back in July that the profound weakness in demand (Stanford is an economist with
recession was already over. conditions. If this deflationary the Canadian Auto Workers and a
Canadianfinancial markets havepattern becomes rooted, it carCCPA Research Associate.)
been in full-fledged expansioncreate a self-reinforcing
mode since March 2009. Thecontractionin prices andincomes.
Toronto stock exchange index Aswell, rapidincreasesin public
climbed by more than 50 percentirspending by all levels ofI Renew
seven months. Bank profits havegovernment have been essentidl tod ayl
recovered strongly, to the pointto stabilize the economy at everl -
that the major Canadian banks aréhis lower level of activity. | Check your label
already setting aside billions forContinued increases in public
executive bonuses. spending will be needed to sto;{ Please check the
This renewed financial the economyfromshrinkingagain® address label on the
exuberance, however, should noand to generate enough momentuth  front page to see if it's
be mistaken for a recovery in theso that the economy eventually] time to renew. Readers
real economy-where working becomes able to autonomousl11 who find "2010/03/02"
n

LN

Canadians produce real goods anckreate and sustain new jobs a on their label, for
services. Beyond Bay Street andncome. example, will have
the financial industry, the About 85 per cent of Canada’dl  their subscriptions
economic indicators are notGDP is attributable to the activity] expire with this issue,
remotely so positive. of businesses, so, typically, in g March 16-31, 2010.
The cold, hard economicrealitymarket system like Canada’ s,l Don’t miss a single
facing most Canadians has noinjections of initial spending power copy - renew today!
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Descent Into Barbarism: USand NA TO wage war on the world

siphoning process. stamps. The distinction betweerthe system and its bankruptcy haghat is expanding into Yemen,
Global Research. Februar However, the point is that the“developed” and “developing” always been war. Death andSomalia and the rest of the Horn of
9 2010 economic systemis nowobjectl_ve_ly_economles (always amyth anywayylestruction is the Ignder of lastAfrica, with the militarisation ofsea

’ shown to be moribund. And it isisblurred. The ranks of the world’sresort to an economic system thalanes and oceans and the setting up

The argumentis won: capitalismimpossible for so-called mainstrearmong-suffering poor are swelled-despite itself - inevitably polarisesof “forward projecting” military and
as an effective system to organisgoliticians to think of any other way with dispossessed blue and whitewealth to an unworkable degreemissile bases in every continent
society and provide for human collar workers and their families The First and Second World Wargsee Rozoff, ditto). Ontop of ordinary
needs has expired. The evidence i o from across the US and Europe: claiming more than 70 million poverty and misery, the world is
conclusive. Trillions of dollars to Other voices Together more than ever, theylives over a period of less than 1Gruly seeing another historic
kickstart the economy in the US stand shut out from those gategears - were effectively the descentinto barbarism. Given this
and Europe may have given an havens of obscene wealth for ailtimate, grotesque bailouts. war-mongering dynamic, the
ephemeral lease of life to theof doing business. They areglobal minority. In our time, war, it seems, hasgrowing US antagonism with Iran,
financial class to spin the casinddeologically blind. Recall former  Similar historic junctures have already begun. The US oligarchyRussiaand Chinais farfromanidle
wheel once again, but it is moreBritish Prime Minister Margaret been witnessed before wherand its NATO allies are waging athreat. It is the logical next step for
apparent by the day that theThatcher’'s arrogant assertioncapitalism floundered from its veritable war on the world: killing, adeeplyillogical economic system.
tentative “recovery” has “Thereisnoalternative”. Likewise, inexorable tendency to make thealisappearing and incarceratingButhistory is notinevitable. We are
spluttered to a standstill. USPresidentBarack Obamainsistsich richer and the poor poorer.millions of civilians in Irag, not necessarily programmed to
Gridlocked by unprecedentedonthrowing billions more dollars at Disturbingly, the release valve forAfghanistan and Pakistan - a warepeatits horrors. A combination of
levels of personal and nationalthe banks and financiers on Wall global communications among
debts, the engine of production -Street. But that won't kickstart an Al Capone on Capitalism citizens and political and social
the real economy - is in a state oeconomy in which millions of ) consciousness may be enough to
rigor mortis. workers are without jobs and homej preventamilitary conflagrationand

This collapse has been a longrwho are on crumbywages and u overthrow the misrule of the
time in the making. Decades ofto their necks in debt. The profit oligarchy. What is needed is a) a
easy creditwas up to now away fosystem has hit an historic dead-en widening of the recognition that
the ruling class - government,and this gridlock is a result of deef capitalism as a system of social
corporations, financial institutions trends to do with the decline in production is finished; and b) the
- to let the majority of workers capitalism as a mode of socia case has to be confidently made
subsidise the chronic loss in theiproduction (falling wages and that an alternative is very possible.
livelihoods, which have beenprofits and the concomitant That alternative is socialism (the
drained since the mid-1970s by thexplosion in financial speculation subjectofafurtherarticle). Tothose
oligarchy’s self-aggrandisementand debts). who remain skeptical, they should
from wage cutting, regressive Widespread poverty and huma bear in mind the stark choice that
taxation and public spending cutsmisery is now seen on a massiv Rosa Luxemberg foresaw for
The political class - whether liberalscale in the so-called develope( humanity: that is, socialism or
or conservative, right or left - haveworld. Some 40 million Americans, barbarism. And we already have
facilitated this giant wealth- forexample, are subsisting onfooq the latter.e

Wasn'tthat a party! But look atthe mess...

stereotypes by celebrating at th@7, when activists wrapped theout of the downtown for three "masked anarchists" may have
LGBT Pride House in Whistler after entire block around Canada’sweeks, by operating the transitbeen police provocateurs.
winning his gold medal inthe men’sOlympic Pavilion with giant red system well beyond normal The closureofthe TentVillage,
The Paralympics are still comingskeleton event. tarps calling for action on housing.capacity for that entire period.while media attention was focused
to Vancouver, but the dust is On the downside, politicians OnMarch 1, just 24 hours afterToday, traffic counts are back up,on the men’s hockey final and the
starting to settle after the muchtook full advantage of all the flag- Sidney Crosby’s “golden goal” and the region remains 500 buseslosing ceremonies, shows that
bigger Winter Olympics. It's time waving. Stephen Harperturned ugset off celebrations across theshort of what's needed to functionthe police continue to enforce the
for apreliminary look atthe impact everywhere during the final dayscountry, elementary andadequately. Just as bad, fares areles established by the ruling class.
of the Games on the people obf the Games. (At some eassecondary teachers rallied at thgoing up again on April 1, making From this perspective, the Games
Vancouver. Vancouver restaurants and pubs, public transit even less affordable were a golden opportunity for the
Despite claims that thethe PM was booed when his facg Then there’s the matter of thecapitalist state to rehearse the
Olympics would “pay for appearedonTV.) hOW We billion-dollar security crackdown massive security operations which
themselves,”taxpayershadtoshell Both the B.C. and federal before during and sincethe may be required when popular
out most of the $8 billion to host governments tabled 2010 budget ° Games.The cops generally mobilizations againstthe corporate
this corporate festival. Thatjust after the closing ceremonies See 't. o0 avoided attacking protesters attack become much larger.
includes assets like the Canadd@he same politicians who broke during the OlympicsHoweverjt And the “Olympic boom”
Line, but it also leaves taxpayersopen the piggy bank for a 17-dayoffice of provincial education took months of hard work by civil predicted by Premier Campbell?
with a debt burden which will last Olympic party are now giving the minister Margaret Macdiarmid, rights defenders to beat backAs expected, many downtown
for many years. fingerto working people stuckinademanding that the Campbellinitial threatsto block any critical hotels and restaurants did aroaring
Even critics did enjoy the superblingering economic meltdown.  Liberals tackle the staggeringactions Since the global medialeftbusiness during the Games. But
level of competition and the spirit ~ That reality is on the minds of funding shortfalls faced by B.C.town, several opposition others even a couple of blocks
of most of the athletes. Sports likegroups such as anti-povertyschool boards. In Vancouverorganizers have been the target dfom the action missed out, and
speed skating, snowboarding, andctivists, and Vancouver teacherslone, funding for the 2010-11police harassment, a tactic whiclsales slumped badly in many
hockey offer anincredible dramaticand students. schoolyearwillbe $17 million lesswas also used before the Gameseighbourhoods during February.
spectacle. As the Games began, housinghan costs, out of a $450 millionQuestions also remain around the To paraphrase a famous Tom
For every elite athlete from aadvocates and homeless peopleudget. Just before the Olympics;'Black Bloc" action on Feb. 13; it Paxton sondg'Wasn'tthat a party!
privileged background, there is aestablished a “Red Tent” village 800 teachers were sent notices afeems likely that some of theBut look at the mess I'm in.e"
ClaraHughes, who emerged fronon property owned by Concordpotential layoffs, as required by
the hard streets of Winnipeg toPacific, one of western Canada’sheir collective agreement. Vital
win medals in both summer andbiggest developers. But on Febprograms are in danger, ang
winter Olympics. Hughes donated28, the final day of the Games,school closures are possible. Untijges
the $10,000 cash bonus for hepolice removed this visible now, progressive Vancouver
5,000 meter speed-skating bronzevidence of a massive housingrustees have found ways to kee
medal to the “Take A Hike” crisis. Civic authorities found the mainimpactofLiberal cuts ou

By Finian Cunningham,

s the |egizim et af the ruling class.”

By Kimball Cariou,
Vancouver

an east Vancouver school whichvillage campers, but denied thatdministration and fighting for
suffers from low rankings by the any political efforts had beenbetter funding. But there’s no fat
right-wing Fraser Institute. This necessary to achieve this outcomdeft to trim.
program helps students with That's news to the Pivot Legal On another front, Olympic
addictions and other problems tdSociety and Streams of Justiceprganizers and politicians claimedg
take part in “adventure-based”groups which helped organize thecredit for moving huge crowds with
learning. tent village. Despite this minor relatively few problems. It's true
And for every athlete who victory, over 2,000 residents ofthatwidely expected chaos did no
parrots the “family values” line, Vancouver remain without a placematerialize. But far from proving
there’s a Johnny Weir, tocallhome. that the region’'s public
courageously taking on bigots The real success was showingransportation is a success stor
who sneered at his figure skatinghe world that poverty is aburningthe Games showed just ho
costumes. Jon Montgomery, theproblem in the wealthy city which inadequate the system really is.
Calgary car salesman anchosted the 2010 Games. Tha®©lympic organizers did manage toParents, students and teachers from Bayview Elementary protested
auctioneer, shattered Albertamessage was driven home on Felikeep thousands of private vehiclesunding shortfalls at this Feb. 28 rally. (Photo: K Cariou)
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"To state the facts is not anti-semitism”

The Communist Party of Canadawvithholding of water, the and lIsraeli policy is not anti- campaigns are also supported bgn the Middle East and on free
(Ontario) has issued a statemerttulldozing of homes and shopssemitism, it is the fresh air of anti-apartheid veterans such aspeech and free assembly here at
against a motion on “Israeliand the targeting of civilians democracy. The anti-semites ar&€OSATU and the ANC in South home. As things stand, the NDP
Apartheid Week,” moved by Tory generally and particularly in the those who would equate criticismAfrica. caucus accepts that criticism of
MPP  Peter Shurman of Israel with anti-semitism,  “While it's no surprise that the Israel is hate speech in Ontario. Is
(Thornhill), and passec ; ; thus ascribing to all Jews anTories in Ontario are a small echahis new NDP policy?
“unanimously” by about 30 Ontarlo CommunISt S intrinsic or inherent support of their extremist and reactionary “For our part, the Communist

MPPs in the Ontario 0 ose motion of Israeligovernment policy. federal cousins, it is shocking andParty is proud to sponsor and
Legislature on Feb. 25. pp But the truth is that many disturbing that the Ontario NDP participate in the numerous
The motion reads: “In the againSt |Srae|i Jewsinlsrael,in Canadaandilso supported this resolutionevents being organized this week,
opinion of this House, the tern elsewhere around the globewhich threatens free speech anthatwill help Ontarians learn more
“Israeli Apartheid Week’ is I do not support Israeli assembly here at home, whileabout the causes of the crises in
condemned as it serves | Ap artheld W eek government policy and distorting the truth of Canada’sthe Middle East and in the
incite hatred against Israel, a growing numbers are foreign policy supporting war process help build the movement
democratic state that respects theombing that levelled Gaza. speaking out and becoming activerimes and crimes against humanityor a just political solution as laid
rule of law and human rights, and “Thesearewarcrimesand crimesnd involved in campaigns suchabroad. out in UN resolution 242, for

the use of the word “apartheid’ inagainst humanity committed byas the boycott, divestment, and “The NDP should disavow itself lasting peace and mutual security
this context diminishes thesuccessive Israeli governmentsanctions campaign. Theseofthismotion,and clarifyitspolicy in the region.’®

suffering of those who were victimsagainst the Palestinian people,

of atrue apartheid regime in Souttagainst Israeli citizens, against the

Africa.” peoples of the Middle Eastand the ’ www.apartheldweek.org H'StO"y Of Israel’

As the CP (Ontario) statementworld’s peoples.
says, “In fact, Israeli Apartheid “Canada stands virtually alone
Weekisrecognizedin South Africa,on the global stage in its
in Canada, and around the world agnconditional support for Israel,
a week of public events andto the shame of millions of
activities focusing on peace in theCanadians who look to their_
Middle Eastand the main obstacldegislatures for political solutions
to peace in the region: Israelithat will lead to a just and lasting
expansionism, and Israel’s refusapeace in the region - not threats
to abide by United Nations and intimidation here at home.
resolution 242 which callsforlsrael “Canada’s role in supporting
to withdraw its troops to its pre- these crimes against humanity it
1967 borders, and for the creatiordisgraceful and itis to the credit of
of a Palestinian state. the youth and academics or

“Also recognized around the Ontario campuses, to the labou
world is the shameful US - and nowand democratic movements, an
Canada’s - role in supportingto progressives in some seculaly:,
Israel’s flagrant and long-standinginstitutions, who were among thegi# ]
flaunting of this and many otherfirst (but by no means the last) to
UN resolutions, as well as thespeak up for peace, democrac
continuation and escalation ofand justice inthe Middle East, and
Israel’s policies of war, occupation,for democracy, truth, and justice i
assassination, kidnapping, tortureCanada.
and detention, partition, economic “To state the facts and to
de-stabilization, starvation, thedemand achange in Canadian, U

Apartheid Week

Israeli Apartheid Week (IAW) is an
international series of events held in cities and
campuses across the globe. IAW will be running
for the sixth consecutive year in 2010, with
eventstaking place between March 1-14 all over
the world.

The past few years have seen a sharp increase
of literature and analysis that has sought to
documentand challenge Israeliapartheid, including
reports issued by major international bodies and
humanrights organizations and findings published
by political leaders, thinkers, academics, and
activists. Many of these efforts have highlighted
the role that could be played by people and
governments across the world in providing
solidarity with the Palestinian struggle by exerting
urgentpressure on Israelto alterits current structure
and practices as an apartheid state...

The aim of IAW isto contribute to this chorus
of international opposition to Israeli apartheid
and to bolster support for the BDS campaign in
accordance with the demands outlined in the
July 2005 Statement: full equality for Arab-
Palestinian citizens of Israel, an end to the

W, " h I "When I looked down at the BOYCOtt ¥ occupation and colonization of all Arab lands -
| t e rea w including the Golan Heights, the Occupied West
. . West Bank, at the settlements ves men 4 Bank with East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip -
Michael Ignaheff like Crusader forts occupying and dismantling the Wall, and the protection of

the high ground, at the Israeli Sanctlons Palestinian refugees’ right to return to their

please Stand up? security cordon along the homes and properties as stipulated in U.N.

Jordan river closing off the MGICh 1....7 20 10 : . - resolution 194e

"The very premise of Israeli Palestinian lands from (From www.apartheidweek.org)
Apartheid Week runs counter Jordan, I knew I was not .
wonmaie 00 wkisiomsineoe) | ONQtleff reverses st and
behalf of the Liberal party of beginnings of one, butata
Canada and the Bantustan, one of those . .
W Canadian o jomwithvs dvimgyersofspariheito on Israell Apartheid
all Canadians to join with us dying years of apartheid to
i i i keep the African population
" condem.n mglsrell'eh P ricanp p:l I Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff written soon after Israel hadspreadtodozens of citiesaroundthe
Apartheid Week under control. has reversed his position on theansacked the Palestinian Authoritywvorld, including 11 in Canada this
(Michael Ignatieff, 2010) (Michael Ignatieff, 2002) ’

apartheid nature of Israel and thend its institutions, drastically year.
occupied Palestinian territories. Inchanging the post-Oslo landscape. As the CJPME points out,
a March 1 statement condemningdn the article, he also admitted thatInstitutions of apartheid are quite
Israeli Apartheid Week, Ignatieff “[a]bsorbing the entire Palestinianovertin the Palestinian territories,
declared, “Apartheid is defined, inpopulation into Israel as equalmilitarily occupied by Israel since
international law, as a crime againstitizens would be an excellentideal967. In the West Bank and East
humanity. Israeli Apartheid Weekbut it is neither what PalestiniansJerusalem, apartheid manifests
is a deliberate attempt to portraywant, nor is it compatible with the itselfin: Jewish-only roads; Jewish-
the Jewish state as criminal.”  continued existence of Jewishonly housing (i.e. colonies); the
This position contradicts an majority rule in the Jewish state.” application of two different
article Ignatieff wrote in 2002 for “Itis sad that alearned man like Mr.systems of law: military on
The Guardianas Director of the Ignatieff would reverse highly Palestinians, and Israeli civil on
Carr Centre for Human Rightsrational positions and conclusionslewish colonists in the territories;
Policy. Describing a helicopter ride under political pressure, presumablyhe racially-defined course of the
over the Israeli-occupied Westfor political favour with pro-Israel Wall; and selective policing and
Bank, he wrote, “When | looked elements in Canada,” observednvestigation; to mention a few.
down at the West Bank, at theThomas Woodley, President ofApartheid also existsin Israelitself,
settlements like Crusader fortsCanadians for Justice and Peace ifough its institutions are more
occupying the high ground, at thethe Middle East (CJPME). “Itisalsosubtle: discriminatory family
Israeli security cordon along thedisappointingto see himtryto smeareunification law; confiscation of
Jordan river closing off the Israeli Apartheid Week activities asPalestinian land for exclusive
Palestinian lands from Jordan, lanti-Semitic, when the mainstreamJewish use; racially-based funding
knew | was not looking down at amovementis focused exclusively orof municipal development; racially-
state or the beginnings of one, buthe actions and policies of the Israelbased approval of building permits;
at a Bantustan, one of thosegovernment.” systemic inequalities for
pseudo-states created in the dying Israeli Apartheid Week (IAW)is Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel;
years of apartheid to keep thea movement to bring attention toand discriminatory policing of
African population under control.” apartheid elements of the IsraelPalestinian citizens of Israel; to
IgnatieffsGuardianarticle was regime. ltbeganin2005, and has nownention a few.®
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Yet another pro-business T ory budget

PV Commentary

Corporate media outlets and
business groups have hailed the
Throne Speech which ended
Stephen Harper’s prorogation of
Parliament, aswellas Jim Flaherty’s
federal budget. But as feared by
the labour and people’s
movements, the budget uses the
federal deficitas a smokescreen to
offer goodies to the corporate
sector. For working people, that
means major spending cuts.
Federal public service workers will
bearthe bruntof $6.8 billionin cuts
to their departments through job
losses and a pay freeze.

As the Canadian Labour
Congress pointed out in a
response to the budget, “deficits
are not a problem when the total
government debt today is the
lowest of the advanced industrial
countries (53% of GDP in 2008-

"INE RE RIGHT QUT OF CAHDIES KID, ALL WE GOT LEFT ARE PERNUTS |

average Canadians.” for leadership in protecting their

Taking credit for old news, the jobs and their communities,” said
Tories re-announced the $1%Ken Neumann, United
billion already planned for stimulus Steelworkers National Director for
projects in 2010. What CanadaCanada.
needs is not “one-off” projects, “Protecting Canadian
Lewenza said, but investment incommunities should be the first
renewable energy projects, publicorder of business of our federal
transit improvements and othergovernment. However, in the
initiatives to spur sustainable andThrone Speech, Mr. Harper has
“green’ economic development. indicated he is going to further

Despite widespread demandsbdicate his responsibility to
toimprove El eligibility criteriafor ensure communities are the net
allworkers, the Tories did virtually beneficiaries  of  foreign
nothing on this issue. ownership.”

Since October 2008, almost The Throne Speech emphasized
500,000 permanent, paid jobghat the government intends to
have been lost as the“open Canada’s doors further to
manufacturing and forestventure capital and to foreign
industry crisis spread to otherinvestment in key sectors.”
sectors. The Budget estimates “It is outrageous that this
that the stimulus package hagovernment has refused to side
saved or created 130,000 jobswith Canadian communities and
But unemployment is projectedworkers as foreign multinational
to average 8.5% this year, andafter foreign multinational buy up

2009 compared to 102% in 1995poverty, and to reduce greenhous®/ithout loan guarantees to keep7.9% in 2011. The real rate ofCanadian companies and end up

1996), and interest rates are at agas emissions. But Liberal leademills alive, who will produce these
all-time low. The federal debtis justMichael Ignatieff will allow the new products?”
one-third of GDP, and the cost ofTories to stay in office, waiting for

GDP. Thefederal deficitis stillless NDP leader Jack Layton haskey telecommunications and

unemployment - counting peopledevastating our resource
who have been forced into partcommunities,” said Neumann.

The Harper governmentshouldtime jobs or have given upInstead of putting more teethinthe
servicing that debt is just 2% ofhis party’s polling numberstorise.be defeated on its plans to sell offooking for jobs - is over 12%.

Investment Canada Act, he said,
Only half of all unemployed the government will add insult to

than 4% of national income, farbeen critical of the Tories on somebroadcasting industries, said thevorkers qualify for benefits, andthe injury communities like
lower thanitwas inthe early tomid-economic issues, but withoutCEP, which also represents manyheir average weekly benefitisjustSudbury and Hamilton are

1990s.” advancing any substantialmediaworkers.
Despite the “deficit scare”, alternative. Early inthe recession, “Telecommunicationsisnowan

$343. The more than 800,000experiencing.
unemployed workers now on EI He stressed that foreign

corporate tax rates will continue toLayton spoke to the Toronto Boardintegrated industry with the rest ofqualify for an average of just 38takeovers by companies like Vale
decline, from 22% when the Toriesof Trade, praising workers whothe media; the sector is key for ouveeks of benefits, and tens ofinco and Xstrata have failed to be
took office, downto 15%, the lowesthad the “courage” to accept paycultural sovereignty and nationalthousands who lost their jobs ina“netbenefit’to Canada as the law
rate in the G7 countries. Thiswillcuts. NDP governments insecurity,”said Peter Murdoch, thethe early stages of the crisis haveequires. Rather, these takeovers
cost the treasury a whopping $Manitoba and Nova Scotia CEP’s mediavice-president. “Itis exhausted their claims. El benefitshave resulted in thousands of lost
billion in the coming fiscal year continue to implement economicincumbent on all opposition have been temporarily extendedobs, the closing of vital plants and
alone. The budget will benefit thepolicies which are nearly identical parties to draw a line in the sand offior five weeks for workers whofile mills, and the transferring of
business sector by reducing tariffsvith the big business parties.  thisissue. The cultural communityclaims before September 11, 2010ndustrial production outside our
on manufacturing inputs, although ~ Several key trade union leadershas been of one voice on thisissudgut provincial social assistanceborders. The Harper government
this will make things even more came down hard against the Toryout where are the oppositioncaseloads are already starting tbas failed to make those companies
difficult for the beleaguered budget and the Throne Speech. parties? We need something moreise rapidly. live up to their lawful requirements,

Canadian manufacturing industry.

“All political parties should vote than rant and rhetoric.”

Deregulation of the to bring this government down

“This is a tragic failure of our and have even refused to make

The largest union of federalfederal governmentatatime wherpublic the promises made by these

telecommunications and uraniumnow,” said Dave Coles, presidentpublic-sector workers will mobilize many Canadianworkers are lookingcompanies.e

mining sectors, and expansion obf the Communications, Energyagainst cuts in public sector

so-called “free trade” have bigand Paperworkers, Canada’grograms and operations.

business applauding. The biggedtargest unioninthe forestry sector. “This budget is a clear attack
winners appear to be transnational “Yetanotherbudget, filled with against quality public services,”
corporations, eager to expand theirhetoric and platitudes, that doesaid John Gordon, president of th
role in the Canadian economy. nothing for workers, families and Public Service Alliance of Canada

This aggressive neo-concommunitiesin hundreds offorest“The freeze on public-sector
economic policy is matched onthedependent communities,” saidoperation budgets, combined with
political side with a combination of Coles. “We saw the same show iran increase in deregulation and
flag-waving, war memorials, and alast year’s budget. In fact, in thefree trade, will further weaken the
so-called “law and order” agendapast year, the Conservatives madeconomy and hurt Canadians.”
designed to take public attentiormany announcements aboutaidto Inapre-budget news conference
away from the fact that over 1.5the forest sector, yet we saw awith other labour leaders, Gordor
million Canadians remain record number of bankruptcies.” called for continued stimulus
unemployed. Coles warned that the budgespending refocused on socia

Overall, the Throne Speech anctontains “nothing for pensionersinfrastructure such as poverty
the budget confirm the minority who are paying the price for thereduction and expanding child ang
Harper government’s intention tofederal government’s inaction, aselder care. He also called for
govern as though they had acompaniesfacing bankruptcy seekmproving retirement security for
majority in Parliamentto pushtheirto finance their debts with all Canadians.
far-rightagenda. The reluctance oemployee pension funds.” “What do we get instead?
the Opposition parties to block In pastbudgets, the CEP calleSeniors’ Day,” said Gordon. “This
this strategy may allow the Toriesfor a national strategy to helpbudget does nothing for workers
to shape political debates headingejuvenate the forest sectorin Canada. Investing in social
into an election widely expectedthrough investment in new infrastructuresandin quality public
later this year. products and the creation of valueservices would have ensured jolp

The Opposition parties haveadded jobs. The Throne Speeckreationand economic growth. Bu
argued that more should have beemade reference to this, said Colesghis government failed in that
done to create jobs and combabut “it's a case oftoo little, too late. direction.”

Gordon has asked to meeting
with the leaders of the opposition
parties, calling on them to suppor
his union’s position.
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e Federal public sector workers will bear the brunt
of $6.8 billion in cuts

Students slam
federal budget

Student movement leaderdoan debt or personal debt suich
have been similarly critical of theas credit cards, lines of credjt,
Tory budget. bank loans, and family loans

“Chronic underfunding of The budget fails to addre
Canada’s post-secondarythe significant gap in post-
education system has resulted isecondary participation betwegn
skyrocketing tuition fees andAboriginal and non-Aboriginal
record high levels of studentpeoples, according to Jad
debt,” said Katherine Giroux- Keitlah, Chairperson of th
Bougard, National ChairpersonNational Aboriginal Caucus d
of the Canadian Federation othe CFS.

Students. “Witharecordnumber “Education is critical tg
of Canadians enrolled in collegebreaking the cycle of poverty|”
or university, this budget doessaid Keitlah. “Each yealr
nothing to help studentsandtheiunderfunding shuts oyt
families afford an education.” thousands of qualified Aboriginal

Following the economic students from college and
downturnin 2008, large numbersuniversity.”
of Canadians returned to school Ottawa currently provide
for education or retraining. financial assistance to status First
While many families’ savings Nations and Inuit students
were depleted by the recessionthrough the Post-Secondafy
tuition fees rose for over ninetyStudent Support Progra
percent of college and university(PSSSP). Despite Aborigin
students. Despite some steppeoples being the fastestgrowi

e Corporate tax cuts will cost $9 billion in revenue
e Unemployment is projected to average 8.5% this
year, and 7.9% in 2011. The real rate of
unemployment - counting people who have been
forced into part-time jobs or have given up looking
for jobs - is over 12%.

e Only half of all unemployed workers qualify
for benefits, and their average weekly benefit
is just $343.

“This budget does little to help
Canadian workers secure thei
footing during a period of severe
economic instability and is rooted
in government-destroying, deeply
ideological values,” CAW
President Ken Lewenza said.

A CAW statement says “the
budget shifts the Conservative
government policies further in
favour of businesses and
corporations, to the detriment of

to restore transfer paymentslemographicin Canada,and ht
earlier in the decade, federatuition increases, funding for th
funding for post-secondaryprogram has been capped at P
education is roughly $1 billion growth per year. As a result,
short of 1992 levels whenthousands of eligible Aboriginal
accounting for inflation and students are unable to atte
population growth. Studentcollege and university. |
loans owed to the federaladdition, non-status First Natio
government amount to almostand Métis students are curren
$13.5 billion. This figure does ineligible for funding through the
not include provincial studentPSSSPe
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GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Blg Iayoffs in discovered to be shippingwaseithermissingorinappropriatethe soccer World Cup in June. confronted police after taking their
] hazardous waste to unqualifiedAccordingto one survivor,rescue “The last thing we want to do is protests onto the freeways.
Be|g|um disposal companies. In anotheefforts were hampered by the factisrupt the World Cup but our The call for action against
case, 62 workers at a factory thathat firefighters had to cut theinterest is bigger than the Worldcrippling cuts to the state’s
In late January, General Motorsmanufactures products for Applewindow grills to access the Cup,” according to COSATU education budget - $17 billion in
announced the closing down of itsand Nokia have been poisoned byuilding and rescue the trappedsecretary general Zwelinzima Vavi.two years - was taken up on nearly
Opel plant in Antwerp, and the n-hexane, atoxic chemical that camvorkers. Nobody on the scene COSATU, consumers andcampus, and echoed by students,
loss of 2,600 jobs. On Feb. 23, itwasause muscular degeneration andould tell firefighters how many businesses have condemned theachers, and campus union
the turn of the French groupblur eyesight. Apple has notworkers were in the factory. power regulator’'s decision to grantactivists in 32 other states.
Carrefour to plunge Belgium into The National Garment Workersstate utility Eskom average annual A major target is Governor
dismay: 21 stores - 14 supermarke Federation and other organisationgrice increases of more than 2%Arnold Schwarzenegger and state
and 7 hypermarkets - are due t supporting the workers and theirmpercent over the nextthree years ttegislators as they prepare to chop
close by June, costing 1,762 jobs families have called for the fund increases in capacity. another $20 billion in this year’s
Another 270 jobs will be lost with immediate arrest of the factory Vavi told reporters the California budget. The state’s
the closing down of the Termat owner; immediate compensationfederation would consult its two universities and colleges have taken
warehouse, which serves thg payments to the families of themilionmembersin Marchand April a 20 percent funding cut in three
group’s 117 stores. Carrefour’s dead workers; medical treatmento discuss protestaction. COSATWyears, and student fees have
Belgian boss announced in thg and compensation for the injurechas already filed notice of a strikeexploded by 182 percent since 2002.
same breath that social benefits foy workers; and a crediblein October, which unions are
the remaining workers would be investigation into the obligedto do under South African i
reduced, which means shorte circumstances of the tragedy. Theabour law, but Vavi saidtheymayISraeII Contrac_tor
holidays and lower bonuses. Bangladesh garment industry hadile a notice for earlier action. revokes perm|ts
Workers reacted by staging a horrendous safety history. At Anger is widespread in South
wildcat strikes. The Belgian leastnine similar fires overthe pasAfrica over the power price A private Israeli security
decade have resultedin 273 deathscreases, whichwillmean arise otompany has confiscated more
24.8 percent this year and evenhan 400 work permits from

J
Unions’ front (which includes
Socialist, Liberal, and Christian commented onthe problems atthe

more in subsequent years. Critic$alestinian workers on the Kiryat
say the hikes could lead toincrease8efer, Modi'in, Benyamin, and

confederations) has called a oneplant, which is run by Wintek, in Portugal CiVil ser-
inflation and further slow the Karkur settlements west of

day general strike. the Chinese city of Suzhou. A
“Employees are told to acceptspokesman for Wintek said thatygnts walk out
wage cuts and harder working‘almostall” of the affected workers recovery from the country’s first Ramallah. General Federation of
conditions, otherwise 5,000 jobswere back at work, but that some An estimated 300,000 recession in nearly two decades. Workers Union secretary-general
will be slashed,” Belgian Labour remained in hospital. Wintek saidPortuguese public sector workers Shaher Sa’d condemned the permit
Federation leader Anne Demelenn@-hexane was commonly used irwalked off their jobs on March 4, Student Strikes revocation, citing the move as
protested. She denounced #he technology industry, and thatclosing schools, courts and . . continued abuse and exploitation
disastrous industrial policy, “that problems had arisen because sonteospitals in a protest strike againsp it California of Palestinian workers. Union
encouraged the financialization ofareas of the factory were notausterity measuresimposed by the members say the permits were
the economy” and demanded thaventilated properly. Socialist government. The strike Walkouts, student strikes, andrevoked as a penalty against the
“subsidies should be given on wasthe biggestinyearsin Portugainarches shook every level ofPalestinians’ supervisors, who
condition that no jobs are cut.” Strike CloseS testing the minority government, California’s crumbling education apparently failed to pay fees on
Carrefour, she pointed out, which has been pressed byystem on March 4. University of time. Khalifa has urged the Ministry
received 130 million eurosin 2008 FFjnNish ports financial markets to cut spendingCalifornia students blocked accessf Labor to find new employment
to concentrate its financial after Greece’s fiscal crisis turnedto campus entrances at Berkelejor the ousted workers.
activities in Belgium. Finland’s ports were closed at 6the focus on weak euro zoneand Santa Cruz inthe morning. In  Over the last three years,
Negotiations are due to start oram on March 4 due a strike bymembers. Greece has targetethe afternoon, college studentghousands of workers have been
March 3, but Belgium’'s labour stevedores across the country. Thpublic employees in a sweepingoined forces with K-12 studentsduped by a gang of Israelis and
minister, André Antoine, said hestrike is expected to halt about 8Gausterity programme. and teachers in downtownPalestinians selling forged permits.
expects further job cuts, sincepercentofFinland’'sforeigntrade. Unions members are angere®akland, San Francisco, SarnThe head of the operation was
Carrefour has shown every Talks between the Finnishby worsening conditions asDiego, and Los Angeles. identified as a high-profile Israeli
intention of closing 20 more storesTransport Workers’ Union (AKT) pensions and other benefits are The rallies numbered in thesecurity officer working in the Civil
and may leave the countryand the Finnish Port Operatorsut by the government, which thisthousands, including an estimatedidministration offices, Linda Salem,
altogether. Association continued late intoyear froze publicwages in an effort20,000 in front of San Francisco’swhile her secondincommandwasan
the night, but no agreement wago please investors. Civic Center. In Oakland and Israeliworkinginthe Ministry ofthe
i - reached. Agovernment-appointed “There is immense discontentSacramento, hundreds of marchertterior, Mariah Hashash.
Apple_admlts us conciliator said that the partieswhich you can see in the way
Ing Chlld |ab0ur were so far apart that it was noworkers behave,” said Manuel
worth presenting a proposal forCarvalho da Silva, leader of the
In an annual report on itssettlement. No date has been sét25,000-strong General
suppliers, Apple has admitted thator the next round of talks. Confederation of Portuguese
child labour was used at the The Finnish Forest IndustriesWorkers.
factories that build its computers,Federation claims the strike could The country of 10 million people
iPods and mobile phones. At leastwreck” the industry’s recovery, has been staggered by its worst
eleven 15-year-old children werecosting about 30 million euros ofeconomic downturn in decades
discovered working last year inexport revenue a day. Unemployment, at 10 percent, i
three factories which supply the highestin aquarter of acentury.
Apple. The company did notname : : The strike, coming on the heel
the offending factories, or sayFaCtory fire kills of industrial action in Spain and
where they were based,butAppIeZl Workers Greece, raises pressure on t
has factories in China, Taiwan, government as it prepares a plan
Singapore, the Philippines, Bangladesh unions andcut the budget deficit to below 3
Malaysia, Thailand, the Czechinternational labour rights Percentof gross domestic produg
Republic and the United Statesgrganisations are calling for actionPy 2013. Portuguese unions hay
Apple said the child workers arefrom companies and thethreatened more strikes if the
now no longer being used, or argyovernment following a Feb. 2590vernment follows through with
no longer underage. factory fire which killed atleast 21 Proposalsto extend afreeze onciv
The report admits that at leastyorkers and injured a further 50. Servant wages beyond this year.
55 ofthe 102 factoriesthatproduce The Garib & Garib Sweater The Portuguese government i
its goods were ignoring Apple’s Factory in Gazipur has beendlS0 losing popularity due to

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the
Labour Start website,

www .labourst art.org
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Send me information on the
Communist Party of Canada

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

L

D

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, Ont., M4K 1N6
Ph. (416)469-2446 Fax (416)469-4063 E-mail <info@cpc-pcc.gp>

rule that staff cannot work moreproducing knitwear for Swedish allegations ofinterference with the
than 60 hours aweek. Only 65% Otetailer H&M. Other current and Media. A recent poll showed thg
the factories were paying their staffyrevious buyers include Otto,"umber of Portuguese who have
the correct wages and benefitsggyisses International, Pimkie POSitive image of Prime Minister
and 24 factories were not payingprovera, Lindex, Littlewoods, Wal- J0s€ Socrates fell to 29.4% ir
workers China’s minimumwage of Mart and JC Penny. February from 40.3% in January.
around 800 yuan (85euros)amonth. The fire, apparently caused by

Only 61% of Apple’s suppliers an electrical short circuit, startedS . Africa unions

were following regulations 1o on the first floor of the seven story .

prevent injuries in the workplace, puilding at 9:30 pm. As the fire Slam power hikes

and just 57% had the correctspread, workers became trapped _
environmental permits to operategn the floors above. Witnesses 1he Congress of South African

The high environmental costofsaid that emergency exits werelfade Unions may launch strikes

Parti Communiste du Quebedsection du
Parti communiste du Canada)

A 5359 Ave Du Parc

Montreal, Quebec H2V 4G9

B.C. Committee CPC

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
Tel: 604-254-9836 Fax: 604-254-9803
E-mail: cpbc@telus.net

Edmonton CPC

Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO
Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6

Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209

Calgary CPC
Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE,
Calgary, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489

Saskatchewan CPC

Apple’s products was revealedp|ocked, the front gate was lockedPefore October over big electricity)

when three factories weregnd fire extinguishing equipmentPrice rises, buthasdeclinedtosa&

whether action could start before

Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

Ottawa CPC
Tel: 613-232-7108

Manitoba Committee CPC
387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, R2W 2M3
Tel/fax: 204-586-7824

Ontario Ctee. CPC
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
Tel: 416-469-2446

Hamilton Ctee. CPC

265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
Hamilton, ON,

Tel: 905-548-9586

Atlantic Region CPC
Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0O
Tellfax: 902-542-7981
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More general strikes against Greek “austerity”

walked off the job, closing banks,thousands of protestors filled
schools, public transit, flights andSyntagma Square in the centre g
The Greek Parliament has cavededucing hospitals to skeleton staffAthens and spilled out beyond

PV Vancouver Bureau

in to imperialist pressures, Athird general strike has beenled by unions, activist groups, thef A A
announcing a budget that raiseannounced for March 11, backedsreek Communist Party (KKE) and ‘, g i .
taxes and cuts pensions and publiby the General Confederation ofSyriza, the smaller left coalition. ‘ '...
sector salaries. But the struggleEmployees of Greece (GSEE), Beginninginthenortherninner| & =~ = |

against the so-called “austerityGreece’s largest umbrella tradearea of Athens around Omoni

general strike in nine days shutand the civil servants’ union Stadiou Boulevard, taking more i
down much of the country on ADEDY. thanan hourtoreachthe city centrd & %
March 5, as the Communist-led The March 5 strike saw anMore than 40,000 protesters
trade union PAME and the civil estimated two million workers take chanted “We won't pay for their
service ADEDY union workers partina24-hour stoppage. Tens ofrisis” with radical songs blaring
from speaker vans coming behind

The strike and protests came a

Th e fa" Of G reece other financial bodies arrived in Banner at the Stock Exchange in Athens demands to make the

Athens at the invitation of Prime L
" - Minister Georgios Papandreou toolutocrats pay for the crisis.
Excerpt from "The Fall of Greece - Yes, It Really is & 5qyise onfurther effortstoimpose  Ghiokas also rejected widelycent increase in value-added tax,
Capitalist Plot” by Diana Johnstone, Global Research|  ;sterity measures onthe countrypublicised claims that Papandreotreezing public sector wages for
The crisis broke last autumn after George Papandreou’s PA S(D’Kabld to .restructure |tS economyenjoys upto 70 percentsupport fOQOlZ, afurther fuel tax hike, anew
party won elections, took office and discovered that the cuploaifti line ywth EU requirements. the measures. tax on luxury goods and further
was bare. The Greek government had cheatedto get intothe EU’'s &@@entlfﬂ |y, the strategy O_f “People are polled and they are'aising the retirement age from 65
zone in 2001 by cooking the books to cover deficits that would jhaf@pandreou and his PASOK (sociahsked “does something need to b 67.
disqualified it from membership in the common currency. The Eurdpegemocratic) party is toimpose thedone,” and they say Yes. That is March 16 is the deadline for the
Treaties capped the acceptable budget deficit at 3 per centand pugfigts of the country’s financial then taken as support,” he laughe@&uropean Union to respond to the
debt at 60 per cent of GDP respectively. In fact, this limit is beingifficulties onthe working people, ruefully. Greek government's strategy,
widely transgressed, quite openly by France. Whl|e blamlng the European Un_lon. This view is backed by the widedeciding whether to provide
But major scandal arrived with revelations that Greece’s bydget Financial rating agency Fitch participation of unions in the strike financial assistance.
deficitreached 12.7 per centin 2009, with a gross debt forecast fdr 20yvngraded the ratings of the fourmovement. OnMarch 2, forexample,  The KKE has called the success
amounting to 125 per cent of GDP. Of course, European leadgrs gijor Greek banks, in response t80,000 taxi drivers across Greecef the strikes “another response to
together to declare solidarity. But their speeches were designed Wétat it said was the banks’protested against new laws thathe anti-people measures
SO much to reassure the increasing|y angry and desperate Gr“é@ga_kenlng f':lsset ql_.lallty due Fowouldforcethemtoprovidereceiptsannounced bythe social-democrat
people as to soothe “the markets” - the real hidden almighty g¢dsastticipated fiscal adjustments inand keep accounts in order tayovernment of PASOK such as

the European Union. Greece.” The decision will in turn increase tax income and eliminatavage and pension reductions, and
The markets, like the ancient gods, have a great old time tormentii@se yields on Greek bonds, furthefraud. Even tax inspectors havencrease of retirement age. The
mere mortals in trouble, so their response to the Greek prob|e m wiaereasing the deficit. decided to take industrial actionworkers turned their backs on the

naturally to rush to profitfromit. Forinstance, when Greeceis obliged “We don’t deny there is a against the government's planscall of the government to consent
to issue new bonds this year, the markets can blithely demarjd th#gis,” KKE MP Yanis Ghiokas callinga48-hour strike of their own. "in order to save the country’ from
Greece double its interest rates, on grounds of increased “risk” tfald the Morning Star newspaper. In response, Papandreou hathe crisis. They have shown that
Greece won't pay, thus making it that much harder for Greece tp pallowever itis notour crisis and we increasingly resorted to fear tacticsGreece s notin danger of bankruptcy
Such is the logic of the free market. shouldn’t pay for it. While Greece risks bankruptcy if it doesand that big capital is responsible for
What the EU leaders meant by “solidarity” in their appeal tg thBapandreou has talked about tarot take radical measures, hehe deficits and the debts. Before
gods was not that they were going to pour public money into Griee&¥asion, the corporate tax rate hagarned on March 2, saying theand during the crisis, big capital has
as they poured it into their troubled banks, but that they intendedigen lowered from 45 percentto 2gountry was in a “wartime made fabulous profits blackmailing
squeeze the money owed the banks out of the Greek people. Pe&cent. We want it raised back tasituation.” the working and popular strata and
squeezing is to take the forms made familiar over the past disastré@ke up the shortfall, and reduce The measures being proposeglacing the burden of the crisis on
decades by the International Monetary Fund: the Greek stater@diance onindirect taxes.” by his governmentinclude a 2-pertheir shoulders.®
enjoined to cut public expenses, which means firing publicemplgyees,
cutting their overall earnings, delaying retirement, economizirjg on bt ot
health care, raising taxes, and incidentally probably raising the R p t d
joblessrate from 9.6 per centto around 16 per cent, all with the glprious e ress I O n Con I n ues u n e r
aim of bringing the deficit down to 8.7 per cent this year and|thus
appeasing the invisible gods of the market. new H Ond u ran govern ment
This just might propitiate both the gods and German leaderg, who
above all wantto maintain the value of the euro. The financial markets . . . .
will no doubt grab their pound of flesh in the form of increased intprebimile Schepers, People’s RadioUNO, PedroBrizuela. TheradidDisappeared People in Honduras

: p » station and its staff have been theays that several hundred people
rates, while the Greeks are bled by IMF-style “shock treatmet”. World target of numerous threats becaudeave hadto flee the country because

Death squads appear to bef their opposition to the coup.  of persecution. However, Honduran
] . ; . operating freely in Honduras, in  Sheisthe third resistance leadepolice sources claim thatthere is no
Visa camp aign for Cuban Five families spite of claims by the United Stateso be murdered in this fashion sinceroof that any of these incidents are
and Honduran leaders that thd.obowas swornin as president orpolitically motivated; pointing out
election of President Porfirio January 27. On February 3, FNRRhat the crime rate in the country is
“Pepe” Lobo of the conservativeactivist Vanessa Yaneth Zepedaery high.
National Party on November 29was kidnapped and later found Mostcountriesintheregionare
would produce peace andmurdered,herbodythrownfromastill not affording diplomatic

N L".‘*'Tﬁ normality. moving vehicle by unknown recognitiontoLobo’s government

I (o Tl L Unions and peasant and otheparties. She too was a mother obecause of the dubious way the

g% _ Q 'L'l'lﬁ"‘* 1| popularorganisations have stayethree children. At the time of herelection was carried out, with a

i"_”fl INIRY F II-'I'!"'r'j'-j'['H e 1 mobilised to be able to respond tanurder Zepeda was 29 years olgoup regime in power and troops in
IO FREE THE CUBAN 1_'1 ™ efforts to roll back progressive and was considered to have greahe streets repressing its
- .'-_r?.!.' NTICHN RIGEDES FLIK -I-':il-l-'ﬁl- ot changes instituted by formerpotential asafuture massleaderiopponents. The US government
ESAFAMILIES OF THE CL I. ' president Manuel Zelaya, such aser country. has been focusing on getting the

increases in the minimum wage, The third person to be Loboregimerecognisedaswellas
labour and women’s rights andmurdered, on February 15, wagpromoting a “truth commission”
land reform. Julio Funes, a labour leader in théneaded by former Guatemalan Vice
On February 25, partiesWaterand Sewage Workers UniorPresident Eduardo Stein to find
unknown murdered an activist ofand also a resistance activist, wasut why the coup happened. Yet,
the left wing resistance movemenshot down by four unknown menmany organisations oppose this,
_ that arose after the April 28, 2009who came up to him in ataxi, in thepointing out that the reasons for
The annualInternational Women's Day marchin Torontoincluded  coup d'état that overthrew Zelaya town of Comayaguela. the coup are hardly a secret, and
supporters of the Cuban Five anti-terrorist fightersincarcerated in ClaudiaLarisaBrizuelaRodriguez  There are numerous other reportthat the coup leaders have already
the United Status for almosta decade. The group carriedabanner  was shot to death in front of herofthreats, beatings, rapes and otherranged pardons for themselves
calling for visitation rights for the wives and other family members  home in the northern city of Sanattacks on people associated witvhile continuing to demand
of the five prisoneres. An international campaign is underway to  pedro Sula. The killing happened irpro-Zelaya and anti-coup unionsprosecution of Zelaya and several
obtainvisas for Olga Salanuevaand Adriana Perez, whohavebeen  proad daylightandinfullview of her civic organisations and mediaof his cabinet members. The
denied entrance into the US to visittheir husbands. LastSept. 12,  chjldren, ages 2 and 8. entities. The FNRP says that theesistance is focusing on the fight
the US State Departmentdenied visas for the eighthtime to Olga Brizuela Rodriguez was an activetotal number of such incidents isfor a constituent assembly to
and Adriana. About 100,000 postcards and 30,000 postersonthe  member of the National People’snowin the hundreds justsince Lobaewrite the Honduran constitution
campaign have been distributed across 15 US states, and similar - Resistance Front (FNRP) and theook power. The Committee ofto allow for much more mass
actions are being carried out in Canada. (PV photo: Ed Bil) daughter of the host of pro-ZelayaRelatives of Detained andparticipation in governance.
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Rideau Canal builders denied historic recognition

along the Canal. secretary of the board. “Workers

About 1,000 manual labourersworked in similar conditions across

A decision to deny died between 1827 and 1832the country. What's the story
commemoration for the labourersdigging the 202-kilometre Canalwe’re trying to tell here that makes
who built the Rideau Canal hasout of rocks, forests and lakeshis one nationally historically
stirred up controversy in thebetween Ottawa and Kingston.significant? And they did not see
Ottawa area. Many were Irish immigrants or that emerge.”

An application for recognition French Canadians, who used picks, Many ofthe labourerswere Irish
of the labourers was submitted tashovels, and axes, working undemmmigrants, bringing little more
the Historic Sites and Monumentsconditions of poverty, disease andhan the clothes on their backs
Board, which turned down thedanger. forced to build their own shelters
proposal last December. The “Terrible working conditions. inworkcamps. Their strikes helpec
Board, which honours Canada’sTaking your life in your hands set the stage for the rise of union:
historically significant people, every day: rockfalls, drownings, during the expansion of industry
places and events, said it did noéxplosions, malaria,” Dooley toldin Canada, as Parks Canad i
dispute the hard work of the canathe Ottawa Citizen.“When you historian William Wylie wrote to
labourers. However, itclaimed, theylook at building a pioneer countrythe Board.

did not meet the bar of “national- tens of thousands of destitute Wylie noted the canal was
historic significance,” becausepeople coming from Ireland, designated as a National Historid
their work “represented a typicalbuilding up thatinfrastructure thatSite in 1925 and Colonel By, = 1
and common form of labour at thewould build up that country - it appointed by Britain to head the .

time, and that it was not unusualyeflects that this country was builtconstruction, was named a_
norwas itremarkable. _ on“blood, sweat and tears. Na“t|onal Historic Personin 1954. This monument to the Rideau

Therequestwas putforwardin  “We do understand the “The present nomination tuns ~_ nal workers was unveiled
2006 by labour activist Kevin suffering and the loss, but therehis emphasis on its head byseveral but efforts t

i . . years ago, butefforts to
Dooley, a member of the Canalwere a lot of large-scale highlighting the labour-intensive achieve full recoaniti fthei
; . ; . . X gnition of their

Workers Commemorative Groupconstruction projects going on atature of the project and focusin

which succeeded in getting Parkshe time, and how do we on the role of the people who dié;iabourcontlnue.

By Kimball Cariou

construction workers generally in
the first half of the 19th century.”

InaFeb. 16 editorial, the Ottawa
Citizen criticized the Board’s
decision, pointing out that the
Rideau Canal played acritical role
in blocking schemes by the United
States to take over Canada from
Britain.

“Building the Rideau Canal
today would be a major
undertaking, but to have done so
in 1827, when Canada was but a
collection of rocks, trees and water,
was miraculous,” continues the
editorial. “The historic dimension
of this project needs hardly be
argued anymore. Indeed, the canal
is already a National Historic Site
of Canada and, of course, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Even more impressive is that the
canal remains aworking waterway.
How many highways have come
and gone and been repaved in the
time the Rideau Canal has been
operating? How many bridges and
overpasses have been rebuilt?

Canada to place interpretivedistinguish one from the other?”the actual physical work,” Wylie they did all the backbreaking andRoads are eroded by water but the

plaques honouring the workerssaid Julie Dompierre, executivewrote. “At great personal cost,dangerous work. In this respectcanal is actually water. Its
the Irish labourers, together withstonework and walls have
the French Canadians and othersyithstood the pressures of

Overtime and low wages
affect workers' health

CAW Health, Safety &
Environment Newsletter/
CALM/BCNU

Survey of Labour and Incomewith pension benefits. So, too, did
Dynamics, she began with athe health of workers earning low :
group of workers who rated theirwages or having no annual pa ublicvValues/CALM

made a significant contribution tomoisture and freezing decade after
Canadian history and one thatlecade. The Rideau Canalis astory
typifies the contributions of canalworth telling, again and agairw”

Pension changes needed
through Statistics Canada’sthan the health of older workers tO protect ||V|ng Standards

fall as a result of the wages of
younger workers rising faster

Workers who deal with long health as good to excellent inincreases compared to that of When federal and provincial than CPP and OAS benefits.
hours of unpaid overtime, low 1999. She also broke down heworkers with higher wages orfinance ministers metin Whitehorse- Contributions required to support

wages and noraises year afteryedindings to look at patterns annual pay increases.
steadily report worse health.

in December, two starkly differing traditional defined-benefit pension
among several groups: women, “Workplace policies and reports were presented omplans will likely rise as life spans

“The economic crisis may workers aged 45 to 54, and visiblepractices matter to the health oiCanada’sretirementincome systenget longer and as the active

exacerbate these types omminorities, all of whom make up employees, particularly in relation

A report commissioned by theworkforce continues to age.

insecurities, as cutbacks inan increasing percentage of théo howthese policies and practicegederal department of finance,- The value of public sector pension

organizations are frequentlyworkforce.
manifested atthe level of workers’ The most striking finding Marshall.
jobs,” says Heather Scott-concerned the effect of overtime

affect job quality,” says Scott- authored by University of Calgary plans could decline as more plans
professor Jack Mintz, concludedmake
Interestingly, she did not find “Canadians are doing relativelycontingent on investment returns

inflation protection

Marshall, researcher for theon health. Whenworkersreportedany significant differences well in ensuring they have that may not be achieved.

Institute for Work and Health.
Scott-Marshall looked at how hours than the average for a givemvomen were more likely to be inretirement.”

working more unpaid overtime betweenmenandwomen, althougladequate savings for their- Workforce participation among

womenis unlikely toincrease more

work-related insecurity affectedyear, their self-reported healthinsecure work situations. Indeed, The Mintz report focuses onthan has already occurred, thus
the health of more than 2,300declined more rapidly over timecompared to men, womenthe well being of today’s retireeslimiting opportunities to increase

workers over five years from 1999than for workers who reportedexperienced less rapid declines imnd overall savings rates based othe retirement income of baby-

to 2004. Work-related insecurity fewer unpaid overtime hours. (Thehealth over time. research of recent retiremenboomer couples.

included low pay, no annual payaverage number of overtime hours However, one inninewomeninsavings prior to the economic- As the demand for a higher-

increases or job promotions, lackoer week ranged from 6.8 to 8.7Canada is at risk of developingcrisis, and not on the retirementeducated workforce increases, later

of pension coverage or unionhours.)

protection, and working long

overtime hours.

Using information collected declined more rapidly over time patterns.

breast cancer during her lifetime, gprospects for young workers.  entry into the workforce and later

The health of older workerswho23 per cent increase since 1980. Adifferentpapercommissionedchild rearing will cut into families’
had no pension coverage alsdhis may be related to workby the Ontario government cameability to accumulate wealth.

2010 PV Calendar Still On Sale

Some copies of the 2010
People’s Voice Calendar
are still available. This
year’s theme is “Socialist
Women,” marking the
centenary of the fa-
mous 1910 con-
ference which
adopted Clara
Zetkin’s resolu-
tion establishing
International
Women’s Day.

As usual, the
2010 Calendar in-
cludes a wide variety of
memorable dates for the
working class move-
ments, from birthdays of
prominent revolutionar-
ies to the anniversaries
of watershed struggles for

peace, social justice,
equality and socialism.
For your copy, send $5
plus $2 to cover postage to
People’s Voice, 706
Clark Drive, Van-
couver, BC, V5L
3J1. TheCalendar
is also on sale at
the Ontario bu-
reau of People’s
Voice (290A
Danforth Ave., To-
ronto, M4K TN6)and
our Manitoba Bureau
(387 Selkirk Ave., Winni-
peg, R2ZW 2M3).
Vancouver-area readers
can pick up the Calendar
at People’s Co-op Books,
1391 Commercial Drive,
Vancouver. e

to a different conclusion -The projectedriseinimmigration
In 2009, Denmark became thesuggesting that a substantialill increase the percentage of
first country to compensatenumberof young Canadians face avorkers who can look forward to
women, mainly nurses and airlinedecline in living standards in partial OAS pensions, andincrease
attendants, for occupationallyretirement. The paper was writtenthe numbers who have to save
related breast cancer, due to theisy Bob Baldwin, member of the more and work longer.
apparent excess risk as night shifontario Expert Commission on- More workers will experience
workers. Pensions and a former researchnpredictable levels of income in
In Canada, no provincial director atthe CLC. retirementas employers move from
workers’ compensation Baldwinidentified anumber of defined-benefit to defined-
authority has ever recognizedrends that will make it harder forcontribution plans, or leave
breast cancer as occupationallyoung workers to maintain theiremployees to save on their own.
related. Breast cancer patientsstandard of livingwhentheyretire. Earlier research on the
occupational histories arerarely- The percentage of pre-retirement savings of Canadians
tracked. Recent data fromretirementincome covered by theused data collected before the last
Cancer Research AllianceCanada Pension Plan and Oldwo stock market crashes. Baldwin
shows only 1.9 per cent of $390Age Security pensions will likely notes that the majority of retired
million went to cancer people in Canada achieved a
prevention research in 2006. e | reasonable level of income in
Toxic-Free Canada’s new Euslniﬁﬁj retirement compared to their pre-
publication, Environmental retirementincomes. “However, for

exposure, the CancerSmar a significant minority of elderly
Guide to breast cancer who had moderate to high earnings
prevention shows that before retirement, retirement may

environmental factors have beel
implicated in nearly three-quarters
of breast cancer diagnoses mac
in North America and Europe. For
more details, go to
www.toxicfreecanada.ce.

have resulted in a noticeable
decline in living standards,” the
report concludese
(PublicValues.cais a project of
the Golden Lake Institute and
StraightGoods.ca)
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McGuinty put s water at risk,
says Council of Canadians —

Following the Throne Speechemphasis on privatization andApproval for Site 41 means weCanada and Israel: Building
in Ontario, the Council of “tech fixes” that create more should all be very skeptical aboutApartheid, book launch with
Canadians is deeply concernegroblems than they solve. his government's alleged author Yves Engler, Thursday,
that the provincial government's “McGuinty is using people’s commitmentto water.” March 25, 7:30 pm, University
policies are putting water at risk,genuine growing concern about “The Premier has indicated aof Victoria, 105 Hickman Bldg.,
given Premier McGuinty’'s water as a Trojan horse forwillingnessselloff profitable crown sponsored by Victoria Peace

widespread privatization,” said corporations to pay down theCoalition, UVic Social Justice
: Council of Canadians waterdeficitbuthis privatization agendaStudies, Coalition AgainstIsraeli
Icelanders reject campaigner Meera will leave Ontarians poorer andApartheid.
“ gl Karunananthan. “The Waterwith less control over their most
Debt Slavery Opportunities Act proposed in thevital services,” said CoC Ontario AIIEENRICH 1o

Icelandic voters have delivered' hrone Speech will push waterRegional Organizer Mark \yorid Water Day, Monday,
an overwhelming blow to bankersMeters and corporatized watelCalzavara. “Sellingany amountofpiarch 22, 4 pm, Cariboo
and governments attemptingboards,wh_u;hwouldremovelocalthem now means that futurepjemorial Recreation, 525
saddle them with billions of dollars @ccountability and set the table fogovernments will be able to sell off prctor St., join the Tsilhgot'in
in debts toforeign states stemmingh® biggest private watertherestwheneverthey decide theyational Government and
from the failure of a private bank. Incompanies in the world to controlneed extra cash. In addition t0coyncil of Canadians on World
aMarch 7 vote, over 93 percent ofUr drinking water. generating revenue for thewater Day to defend Teztan
Icelanders rejected the proposalto, ~ 1hePremierssupportforwatergovernment every year, theseginy (Fish Lake)from proposed
pay back $5.3 billion allegedly cleqnuptechnologywhlleaIIowmg publl_c institutions can prc_Mde aTasekoMines project. Fortravel
owed to the British and DutchUnhindered development, watedeading role in addressing thep00| info, email

governments. Less than twot@kings and mining - including for climate crisis through increasedhgrewal@canadians.org.
percent voted yes. Afterward chromite -isthe wrong approach,”energy conservation and

people celebrated in the streetsaid Karunananthan. “If water isefficiency and the expansion OffNI VRS ITeI(={ gl =] @8
protected there is no need for newenewable energy. When profit

with fireworks. i
“This is a strong ‘No’ from the technology. The fact that hebecomesthe only goal,these oth I??nrir;]?a\ttli%%al ofDaBIQacfig[
Icelandic nation,” said economist'efuses to rip up the Certificate ofoenefits will disappearé Discrimination, rally against

Magnus Arni Skulason. “The
Icelandic public understands tha
we are sovereign and we have to be
treated like a sovereign nation - nog
being bullied like the British and

neo-Nazis, Sun., March 21,
assemble 11 am at Braid
Skytrain Station.

the Dutch have been doing.”
According to critics of the

proposal, the debts are not th

responsibility of the Icelandic

Internet/CALM - The speed of modern life is 2.3 words per secq
e or about 100,000 words a day. That is the amount of verh

bombarding the average person during the 12 hoursthey are typic

ndlnternational Women’s Day

. “Celebration, Sat., March 13,

laG&itannia Ctty. Centre Cafeteria

ar Commercial @ Napier St.),

people, and the governmen )digrogramS-gpm,dance&"VGDJ

bailouts to British and Dutch
depositors on behalf of Iceland
may have been illegal. Under the
5.5-percent-interest repaymen
plan worked out by governments
before talks fell apart, each

awake and consuming information, according to a new study.
Through emails, texting, Internet surfing, reading and other m 11:30 pm. Free admission
our brains are being deluged with increasing quantities of informatiot}, . -\ ational food. cash bar,
Although we may not actively read 100,000 words a day, that is t ngs by Solidarity'Notes choirj
approximate number reaching our eyes and ears. Add images, SYSR WD Organizing Ctee., 604-
as videos and computer games, and we are faced with the equ valggg_4765 B
of 34 gigabytes of information each day - enough to overload the Z
Icelander would have been forced typical laptop inside a week. War resisters speak out,
to pay about $135 per month fof ~ The study,How Much Information?from the University of Sunday, March 21, 1-3 pm,
almost 10 years - about a fourth of California, San Diego, estimates the total amount of words consymégritime Labour Centre, 1880
average familyincome. inthe U.S. has more than doubled from 4,500 trillion in 1980 to 10,84§'”mph St., with Ron Kovic

The Icelandic parliamentagreeq trillion in 2008. Those estimates do notinclude people simply talkingSPeaKing from Los Angeles),
tomake Icelanders foot the bill. But| to one another. odney Watson (from his

President Olafur Grimssonrefused  Total information consumption from televisions, computers pnganctuary in Vancouver), and
to sign the repayment agreemerit other media was estimated at 3.6 zettabytes (3.6 million gigabytes){freémy Hinzman (from Toronto),
because he objected to the term$,2008 e pres_ented by Vancouver War
sparking the referendure. Resisters Support Campaign.

What's Left

Left Film Nightand People’s
Voice Pasta Dinner,
proceeds to PV Drive, Sun.,
March 21, 5 pm, Centre for
Socialist Education, 706 Clark
Drive. Organized by Vancouver
East Club CPC, tickets $12,
vegetarian option available, call
604-255-2041 for informatio.
Followed at 7 pm by screening
of Michael Moore's“Capitalism:
A Love Story.”

Canada and Israel: Building

Apartheid, book launch with
author Yves Engler, Wed.,
March 24,7 pm, W2 Community
Media, 112 W. Hastings, tour
sponsored by Solidarity for
Palestinian Human Rights and
Independent Jewish Voices.

Edmonton, AB

Take Back the Night, Sat.,
March 27, 7-10 pm, women &
girlsonly, gather at Alberta Ave.
Community League, 9210-118
Ave.Demandanendtoviolence
againstwomen! Candle-lighting
ceremony at 8 pm.

May Day Cabaret, Saturday,
May 1, 7 pm, Ukrainian Centre,
11018-97 St., featuring Notre
Dame des Bananes choir and
Maria Dunn, tickets $15 ($8
low-income), call Naomi, 465-
7893.

Winnipeg, MB

Marxism course, classes
underway; new students still
welcome. 586-7824 or cpc-
mb@mts.net.

Toronto, ON

People’s Voice Fund Drive
launch, Sat., March 27, 7 pm,
GCDO Hall, 290 Danforth
(Chester subway). Cash bar,
food, live music, greetings from
PV Editor Kimball Cariou. Info:
416-469-2446.

BC YCL opposes new transit hike

The Young Communist Leaguetransit system elimination of fares to make transit
in British Columbia has expressed Meaningful public inputin transit accessible for all
strong opposition to impendingexpansion decisions “Inthelongterm,”the YCL says,
transit fare increases in thee Democratically elected “our struggle is for a socialist
Vancouver region. On April 1, governance and the right to recalCanada where the working class,
TransLink, the body appointed by- Expansion of transit services toincluding youth and students,
the BC Liberals to operate themeetthe needs ofthose who use idjemocratically own and control
regional system, willimpose a 10%working people, youth, studentsthe wealth of society which they
price increase for FareSaver ticketaind the poor alone produce. When society’s
and monthly passes. - Funding through progressivewealthis puttoworkimprovingthe

Bethune Dinner
prize winner

The winner of the door prize at this year’s Bethune
Dinner, held on Feb. 27, is Kerry Wilson from
Hamilton. The prize is a one-week trip fortwo to Cuba,
the first free territory of the Americas! Congratulations
to Kerry, and thanks to all who sold tickets and helped
make the Bethune dinner a success.

“The cost of transit fares in thetaxation, not through high fares.lives of the people rather than
lower mainland has skyrocketedThis means taxing the rich and theenriching a small group ofelites,all]
out of control, particularly in the corporate elite, notregressivetaxemanner of public services
lastfewyears,” saysthe YCL. “Farlike the HST including public transit can be
from a luxury, the public transit - A system of reduced fares forfunded at never before seen levelp
system is a necessity forALL students to serve the needs of society as
thousands of working people and Reduction and eventualwhole.”e
for the majority of youth and

S SRS TS 7 We fought anSUY o we could hau]
accessible for young workers anc h’;dj ﬂrﬂﬂnﬁf‘ ﬂp‘f we ﬁdd ‘fp\fﬂ‘? fﬁﬁm

j*)

People'sVoice deadlines:

APRIL 1-15issue: Thursday, March 18
APRIL 16-30issue: Thursday, April 8
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

students. Already a trip to work . :
and back for a young worker costs I ﬂfﬂﬂ" fD ﬁ"f, 'Hff" dﬂi"ﬂ fﬁfﬂf

between $5 and $10 while minimum
wages sits at $8 for over eight
years. Monthly passes will now
cost from $81 to as much as $151
Many students are not coverec
under the various pass program
which offer lower rates.”

Instead of endlessly increasing |
the costs of Translink operations [
the YCL demands:

- A publicly owned and operated

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca

www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org
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The Mossad hit and Israel’ s
path of self-destruction

Hasan Abu Nimah. The manda.te.itwon atthg ballot box. suspec;ed of being a Mossa(l
Electronic Intifada’ But it is not worklng out that assassin.
way this time. Counting on the Severalyearsago, New Zealang
The assassination of Mahmoudisual international complicity was a country of three million people,
al-Mabhouh, a Hamas official in notthat unrealistic on Israel’s part.broke off diplomatic relations with
Dubai, almost certainly by a deathindeed there has been no cledisrael over the use of its passport
squad dispatched by Israel’scondemnation of the act ofby Mossad. But apart from that
Mossad, is by no means the firsextrajudicial execution of al- example, mostcountries have bee
such aggression against théMabhouh, in a hotel room, too timid to confront Israel. That
sovereignty of another state.apparently by electrocution andLieberman refused to provide an
While Israel has literally gotten smotheringwith a pillow according additional information or even §
away with murder thousands ofto The Daily Mail(UK). Whathas acknowledge an Israeli role in thej#
times, was this one killing too far?been greeted with indignation isDubai attack when he metwith thd
Israel has along, bloody historythe forging of passports andEuropean foreign ministers is &
of murder, sabotage and outrightdentity theft. sign that Israel still feels safe Although British officials had
terrorismall over Europe, in Beirut, Meetingin Brussels, EUforeigndisplaying arrogance and publicly expressed shameful
Tunis, Amman, Damascus and nowninisters strongly condemned thdawlessness, because it knows the enthusiasm to tailor British law to
Dubai. And that is just what we abuse of passports, but did notinternational community” has were introduced in recent years taneet Israeli needs, they may now
know about. All of thisis allegedly have the courage to publicly namenever dared to hold it accountablestop terrorism, but here is a countnface real public opposition if they
in “self-defence” against Israel even though several This time, however, lIsraeli violating and sabotaging theseattempttochange it. Whatinterest
“terrorism” even though the governmentsincluding the UK andarrogance may have exceeded theecurity measures in order todoes the UK have to protect the
Zionist movement in Palestinelreland had already summonedimits of what has been tolerated scommit murder. likes of Tzipi Livnifrom arrestifthe
invented the sort of moderntheir Israeli ambassadors. Thdar, andturned whatwas supposed We cannot assume that thdacts and evidence make it
terrorism for which the Middle East British and Irish foreign ministers to be an “heroic” act into a scandakssassination in Dubai will be thenecessary?
became known. evendirectly confrontedtheir Israeliwith far-reaching consequencesstraw that breaks the back of Israeli  The truth is that as it becomes
It started with countless There are some specificimmunity and impunity, butwe can desperate, Israelis turning ever more
Zionist bomb attacks onlsrael has a long, bloody history of and general factors thatbe sure that the general erosion ofild and dangerous, not only for its
Palestinian civilians frommurder, sabotage and outright terrorism contribute to that. First, the Israel’s standing as a resultneighbours but for world peace,
thed193fOs, ?rf;[erg) in r‘r;)a_lrket:a" over Europe, in Beirut, Tunis, Amman, ;:rzlmte v_\;as C(;mm|ttded otn partlculalilykg)flts agg:jecs;swe recemsecu':ltyt and prospferlty. thWIt?OUt |
and cafes, the bombing o . . e territory of a moderate wars on Lebanon and Gaza, mearsonstant pressure from the Israe
the King David and Pamascus and now Dubai. And thi.lt !S Arab cozntry whose that what was tolerated by thelobby, there may have been no
Semiramis hotels injust what we know about. All of th!s IS support for peace with world more easily five or ten yearsinvasion of Iraq. Today, it is Israel
Jerusalem in the 1940allegedly in “self-defence” against |sraelhasbeen practicallyago, is less tolerated now. Globahndits apologists who are constantly
claiming dozens of“terrorism” even though the Zionist translated into unofficial public disgust at Israeli actionsinciting confrontation and war
innocent lives, and themovementin Palestine invented the sort bilateral relations. hasreached levels that may requiragainst Iran when most of this region
murder of UN mediator : : A high-level Israeli governmentswho normally preferwants peace and good relations.
Count Folke Bernadotte. Of. modern terrorism for which the delega%ion had been inthegomplicityand siIencethany;Jction. Eveﬂ ifthe countries harmed by
Middle East became known.

Israel's efforts to blame the
Palestinians, only the most pro-
Israel extremists deny that Israel's
aggressive colonisation in
Jerusalem and the West Bank, as
well as the siege on Gaza, is what
killed any prospect of a negotiated
solution for the foreseeable future.
Consider that just days before
the passport affair broke out, Israel
was once again pressuring Britain
to change its laws to protect Israeli
officials from arrest for war crimes
should they visit London.

Hasan Abu Nimah

These crimes, on top o, country only days before  And when there was a “peacdsrael’s latest brazen act do not
the long history of the Mossad hit squadprocess,” Israel’s crimeshold it properly and adequately
massacres of Palestinianscounterpart Avigdor Lieberman, arrived. Showing so much particularly against Palestiniansaccountable - as they must and
Lebanese and other Arabs ovewho was also in Brussels. contempt for a leading moderatewere ignored in the interests of noshould - it appears that it is on a

the past six decades, were allworn Mossad, the IsraeliintelligenceArab state gives a very bad exampldamaging relations or slowing path of self-destruction. The great

as badges of honour by Zionistand international murder agencyfor any other state that mightmomentum toward the hoped-forfear is how much more harm it will

leadersincluding MenachemBegirhas a long history of using fakeconsider softening its positionsuccessful conclusion. But no onelo to others on the way.

and Yitzhak Shamir who later and stolen passports of countriesoward Israel (as the United Statesoday - except the most naive or (Hasan AbuNimahisthe former

became prime ministers. including Canada, New Zealandhad been demanding adglelusional - believes that there ipermanent representative of
Current Israeli Prime Minister the United Kingdom, Ireland and“confidence-building measures”any peace process. Despitdordan at the United Nations.)

Benjamin Netanyahu, who Germany (and now Australia). Itfor the “peace process”).

according to reports personallynotoriously used fake Canadian A second factor is that Israel

approvedthekilling of al-Mabhouh, passports during the attemptednostly used stolen identities of . .

must have thought it would be amurder of Hamas leader Khalediving people, whose very public More Americans gOIﬂg hUﬂgry

great achievement celebrated byleshal in Amman in 1997. shock and fear atwaking up to find

the “civilised” world thatis engaged Countries view their passportstheir names splashed over theI f - contributing factor to hunger.

still in a “war on terror.” The so- much like their currencies - their newspapers and linked to a murder, niormation “More than 46 percent of

called “international community,” credibility and value must be could not easily be hidden. Clearinghouse clients served report having to

after all, has helped Israel isolatadefended. The lives of theircitizens A third factor is that the Israeli According to a study from the choose between paying for

Hamas and labels it a “terrorist’may well depend on it; an Irish, adventure in Dubai carries the traits |argest food bank operator in theutilities or heating fuel and food:;

organisation despite Hamas'British or German citizen has to beof just the kind of terrorist act the U.S., the number of Americansin39 percent said they had to choose

diplomatic overtures, repeated offerable to travel all over the world world has been mobilisingtofight. need of food aid has jumped 4@etween paying for rent or a

of truces and ceasefires, and thaithout fear that he or she will belmprovements in passportsecurity percent in three years, includingmortgage and food; 34 percent

a50 percentjumpinthe number ofeport having to choose between

children needing food assistancepaying for medical bills and food:;

NE ws Fo R PEO PL E, and a 64 percent increase irand 35 percent must choose

hunger in senior citizens’homesbetween transportation and
NOT FOR PROFITS!

] 2010 found that 37 million  Anotherrecentreportfromthe
people, or roughly one in eightFood Research and Action Center
r——— - n U.S. residents, received food aidound that nearly one in five in

’ in 2009, up 46 percent from athe US - 18.5 percent - report
people’s et " ;

I

| similar survey carried outin 2006.having gone hungry in the past

| “Clearly, the economic year, up from 16.3 percent at the

| recession, resulting in start of 2008. Households with

| dramatically Increasing children were even likelier to

unemployment nationwide, hasexperience hunger, with nearly a

| driven unprecedented, sharmuarter reporting hunger in the
increases in the need forpast year.
emergency food assistance and The Feeding America study
enrollment in federal nutrition findsthat 70 percent ofemergency
programs,” said Vicki Escarra, food centers are reporting “one
president and CEO of Feedingor more problems that threaten
America, which operates sometheir ability to continue

|
|
|
|
|
Address : 200 food banks. operating.”
|
|
|
|

Every issue of PEeorLE’s Voice
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cuts, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers'’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

U $30 for 1 year 1 $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

And we do more than that-we
report and analyze events from a
revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movements for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the paper Send to: People’s Voice,

that fights for working people—  on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
every page —in every issue! 1 1005 |

Name

The study found a growing  “While we have reached many
number of people having tomore people over the past four
make difficult choices aboutyears, the need of hungry
what to spend their dwindling Americans far outpaces our
dollars on, with the rising cost currentlevel of service,” Escarra
of health care a majorsaid.

Postal Code




