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Second-lowest corporate tax rates Iin
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A hollow "recovery" 10 Militant federation

Celebrations of the so-called . There is a global labour federatio
"economic recovery" ring hollow G8IG20 aCtlonS which struggles for an end to
as unemployment remains sky- The most powerful governments on  exploitation, oppression, poverty

high. Meanwhile, ominous earth are coming tdoronto this and war It's theWorld Federation
warnings point to the possibility month, and the people's movements  of Trade Unions, which holds its
of an even deeper crisis. will be there to speak out. 16th Congress next year
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Events to remember the heroes of 1935

and unemployed will be among aTribune, one of the predecessor
delegation heading to Ottawa, withnewspapers prior to People’s
stops along the way. TheVoice.
delegationwill support BillC-304,  One ofthe leading figuresinthe
proposed legislationtoimplement1985 effort was Regina’s Bill
a national housing program. Gilbey, a longtime labour leader
Sadly, the last of the originalin Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
Trekkers of 1935 has passed awayDuring the Dirty Thirties, Gilbey
Many of the survivors of this was one of countless young
historic movement were first unemployedwho criss-crossedthe
reunited 25 years ago, to mark theountry looking for work until he
50th anniversary of the Trek inwas compelled to enter the “relief
1985. camps.” His story refutes the claim
Veterans of the Trek also wentthat the Communists “used” the
to Ottawa along with labour andunemployed for their own ends.
unemployed activists. They Bill Gilbey was assigned by the
succeeded in winning a meetingRCWU to stay behind in
with Prime Minister Brian Vancouver when the Trekkers

By Kimball Cariou

This month will see activities in
Vancouver and other cities
marking the 75th anniversary of g
critical period in the working class
movement of Canada. The yeal
1935 is best remembered for th
“On to Ottawa Trek,” crushed by
the ruling class in Regina to block
a radical challenge to the
established capitalist order.

Otherimportant events are alsq
being marked, especially the
“Battle of Ballantyne Pier,” one of
the key episodes in the struggle t
organize the docks in Vancouver
Lesswellknown butalsoimportant §

in the shaping of working class| gy, sirikers: delegation to Ottawa. From left, Tony Martin. Art Evans, Mulroney, using the opportunity hopped the freights. Somebody
militancy was the brutal police| Boh (Do) Savime, Red Walsh, Mike MeCruley, Paddy O/Neil, Jack to put forward demands for actionhad to keep the union office
attack in April 1935 against| Cosgrove, Paler Nailson to tackle unemploymentduring therunning, put out news releases,
striking miners and their wives in prolonged recession of the earlyand raise funds. By that time a
Corbin, BC. These three pivotaldance. For details call ILWU strategy was to take the demand980s. Communist, Gilbey knew his task
events erupted in one provinceCanada, 604-254-8141.) for “work and wages” directly to  For modern day readers, thewas important, but for fifty years

reflecting the particularly bitter  Maintaining the memory of the the Conservative government ofWikipedia article on the Trek he regretted missing the Trek. He
class struggle on the west coast fofrek has been the aim of the Ont&R.B. “lron Heel” Bennett, providesabetterthanaverage shogventually became the president
decades leading up to 1935. Ottawa Historical Societyinrecentnotorious ~ for  opposing sketch of this historic struggle.of the Grain Services Union, and
In our next issue, we will look years. (See www.ontoottawa.ca.jijnemployment insurance or anyBut this article ignores the keyserved for several tumultuousyears
atthe story of Corbin and the BattleThe Society is holding a public other social program to ease theole of the Communist Party until during the early 1960s as president
of Ballantyne Pier. (The latter will eventon Sunday, June 6, from 1tenass suffering of the Greattheveryend, whenitstatesthatthef the Saskatchewan Federation
be commemorated by the3 pm in east Vancouver's CrabDepression. Party “was behind the organizationof Labour. When the time came to
International Longshore WorkersPark. That location, at the north The June 6 event will be linked of the Trek.” mark the 50th anniversary, he put
Union on Saturday, June 19foot of Main Street, is whereto the contemporary struggle to The Trek was actually countlesshoursintothe celebration
starting with a march from the hundreds of Trekkers, led by theforce governments to build socialorganized by the Relief Campand was among those who
Maritime Labour Centre at9 am, aRelief Camp Workers Union, and low-income housing to Workers Union, one of the tradechallenged Brian Mulroney.
rally at New Brighton Park at 12 boarded CPR freight trains on thealleviate the crisis of homelessnessinions which emerged during the The famous photo of the eight
noon, and an evening dinner ananorning of June 3, 1935. TheirRepresentatives of the homelesBepression after the opportunisfTrekkers who went to Ottawa in
labour leadership of the time utterlymid-June of 1935 for talks with
failed to lead struggles to defendBennett includes other

Pv Fund Drive: $50,000 in 2010 jobs, wages and workingCommunists, notably Arthur

conditions. Workers turned to“Slim” Evans, a veteran labour

- unions largely led by Communists,organizer, and young Bob (“Doc”)
30 7 1 1 ra’sed L 61 4 % who were not afraid to fight the Savage. These men and countless
, | | [ | bosses. others took great risks during a

But the real impetus for the historic period when fascism was
Trek was the situation inthe reliefon the rise and many

Our Fund Drive for 2010 has Manitoba, with $1,345 turned in orlooking forward to the 18th annualcamps scattered across westemevolutionaries paid the price with
now reache®1.4% of our target. 56%, followed by British Columbia People’s Voice/Rebel Youth Canada, wherethe men (onlysingléheir lives.
ByMay21,wehave3p, 71l towards readers, who have passed the halBanquet, starting 6 pm, Saturdaymales were allowed) were paid The Trekkerswho came together
our goal of $50,000. That meansvay mark, raising $10,019 oftheirJune 5, at the Russian Hall, 60Qusttwenty cents per day for doingin 1985, Communists and other
nearly another 000 has been $20,000 goal. Alberta remains atCampbell Ave. Tickets are justbackbreaking labour. Forcedprogressives, were genuine heroes.
raised since the previous issue - 89.7%, with $1350 out of $3400$10; call Sam at 604-254-9836 fortogether under terrible conditions,None gained riches or high status
welcome addition, but also araised. Newfoundland has sent iimore details. the men naturally beganto organizéor their efforts, which led to the
reminder thatwe need to step up th20% of their $400 goal, andwe have Our biggest fundraiser of theinto the RCWU. Some were defeat of the Bennett government,
pace. Several successful eveni$120fromthe Maritimes, or 10% of Drive is usually the annual Walk- veterans of the First World War,the disbanding of the slave labour
were held inrecentdays, especiallyheir $1200 target. Another $900A-Thon organized by the Lower not easily terrified by authority, camps, unemployment insurance,
the Burnaby Club’s annual has been raised by miscellaneouBraser Club. This year’s event willbut with a strong sense of disciplineand many other victories. Some
Mother’'s Day Pancake Breakfastand overseas friends. be on Sunday, August 1, at Beaand training. died fighting fascism in Spain,
whichdrewarecord crowd ofabout  This issue looks at the pastCreek Park in Surrey. Watch our After strikes and other actionsothers in the bitter war against
60 readers and brought in $737present and future of the workingnextissue for more informatiom. in the camps achieved little, theHitlerism. Some were blacklisted
Greatwork! class movement. June will be a RCWU called a meeting in during the McCarthy era. Most

Our Saskatchewan supportersnonth to remember the battles o Kamloops in the spring of 1935.remained active inthe working class
are stillin the lead, now with $7451935, and to build solidarity with 18th Annual That meeting was organized bymovement in various ways for the
raised on their $800 target, orour sisters and brothers on the 20-year-old Maurice Rush, arest of their lives.
93.1%. With just $55 more, front lines of the struggle against People's Voice Young Communist League TheWikipediaarticle concludes
Saskatchewan will be first acrosseoliberalism in Greece. The member who later in life becamethat the On to Ottawa Trek helped

the finish line! capitalist agenda will be in our & Rebel Youth | the BC leader of the Communistincrease the notoriety” of the
Ontario has jumped into secondbackyard this month, when the G& Party. The delegates called a&ommunist Party. It would be
place, at 63.5%. So far we haveand G20 come to Ontario. The Banquet walkout and brought about 1600correct to say that the Communists

received $13,712 from Ontarioworking class presstoday remaing camp workers to Vancouver for abecame known as the most
readers towards their provinciala vital weapon in the battle off Sgt.. June 5. 6 pn two-month series of protests indetermined fighters forthe working

target of $21,600. Quebec is nowdeas, just as it was at the time of ' ! Vancouver. The story of thatclass, willing to make the greatest
in third place, with $300 raised, orthe On to Ottawa Trek! Russian Hall exciting spring is well told in a sacrifices. Such notorietyisabadge
60% of their $500 target. Next is  British Columbia readers are ’ book calledFighting Heritage of honourwhich Communists wear

600 CampbellAve., | published in 1985 by the Pacificproudly to this daye

[ o o VANCOUVER
Here's my contribution The housing crisis in Canada

o .
to the PV Fund Drlve! Great food, music and Here are some of the facts which the 2010 Homelessness Trek

refreshments (see article above) will draw attention to:
Enclosed please find my donation of $ Door Prizes *Canada’s homeless population is somewhere between 200,000
to the 2010 People\®ice Press Fund Drive. aiie] 00,000,
P Tickets just $10 in *1.7 mrilllicr)]n Irfes]icd(lelnts strlélggle \l/\_/ith.h(?usin% affordabilit)(;issues.
Name * Roughly half of all Canadians live in fear of poverty, and 49 per
advance or at the door cent polled believe they might be poverty stricken if they missed
Address one or two paycheques.
. Proceeds tO. 2010 * Government numbers show a cost of up to $6 billion a year to
City/town People'S dice service a “core” homeless population of 150,000. That cost
: includes health care, criminal justice, social services and
Prov Postal Code Fund Drive emergency shelter costs.
L * The former national affordable housing strategy, discontinued
Sendyour contributionto: Call 604-254-9836 . . 2 &0
o . in 1993, created 650,000 units providing housing for more than
People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥incouverBC, V5L3J1 or 604-255-2041 two million Canadians.
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Economic recovery “hollow” without full-time jobs

The job numbers for April 2010
were “welcome news” for an fi&
economy wearied by §
unemployment and a staggeringis®
loss of family-supporting jobs, bu
the news isn’t all good, warns th
Canadian Labour Congress. -

“This is the long-awaited boost|s
from economic stimulus spending
with full-time jobs coming in §
construction and being taken ug
by the group hit hardest by the
recession - men over 25,” saig
CLC president Ken Georgetti.
“These jobs are welcome ang
needed, but we shouldn’t foollg
ourselves; these jobs are als
temporary. When the stimulus

spending runs out, and interest, . ,sands of manufacturing jobs had been lost. (Photo: Ed Bil)
rates on mortgages go even higher,

Labour Day 2008 in Toronto: even before the crisis, hundreds of

is along way off,” says Georgetti.facturing jobs have disappeared.
CLC Senior Economist Sylvain In fact, April 2010 saw one of the
Schetagne noted that “even if thdowest levels of employment in
number of jobs created last montifCanada’s manufacturing sector in
seems impressive, the quality of30 years.
these jobs remains problematic. Theunemploymentrate in April
The level of employment in 2010 was 8.1%, mainly because
manufacturing remains there were barely enough jobs
dramatically low, and the long- createdto absorb new entrantsinto
term unemployment rate hasthe labour market. There were
reached a new record level sincd,498,300 people unemployed in
the beginning of the crisis.” April 2010, comparedto 1,137,400
In April 2010, the number of in October 2008. The number of
Canadians active in the labourunemployed in April remained
market jumped by 92,000 andmore than 31% above what it was
about 17,000 unemployedbefore the beginning of the jobs
Canadians were able to find a jobcrisis in 2008.
In total the labour market added Even more problematic, the
109,000 jobs, but most were partpercentage of Canadians
time (64,800). Many new jobsunemployed for more than six

what's left?” than the jobs lost since thesaid Georgetti. “We leased thiscreated last month were in retaimonths was at the highest level
“We lost 20,600 manufacturing recession started. Those whqgobs recovery with governmentand wholesale trade (+31,600), &ince the jobs crisis beganin 2008.
jobs in April, and almost 100,000 pushed (and pushed hard) for aspending. We needed to do itsector where low-wage and partin April, 22.5% of unemployed
of these jobs in the last twelveeconomic stimulus package shouldHowever we need to focus ontime work can be found. Canadians, or close to one in four,
months. Most of the new jobstake credit for the relief we're what's next, and that's a planto The number of jobs in had been unemployed for more
created outside of the economiseeing, butwe should all be deeplgreate long-term, full-time, family- manufacturing, a sector wherethan six months. The “real”
stimulus bubble were in retail andconcerned about the quality of jobssupporting jobs for Canadians.many good jobs are found,unemployment rate, a rate that
were part-time, lower paying jobsbeing created in the long?term,"Without that, economic recoverydecreased by another 20,600includes discouraged workers and

Unlons flght for W()rker 90,000 jobs have been lost in thisemained very high in April 2010,
on security watch list

sector. Since its peak in Novembeat 11.8%. In April 2008, the “real”

2002, over 575,000 manu unemployment rate was 8.9%.
The Canadian labour movementecognize the need to take steps tiving at the Canadian embassy in 1.0

has stepped forward to protect th@reventterrorism ... but at the sam&hartoum but Ottawa refused to

rights of Abousfian Abdelrazik, time, we have to prevent innocenissue him travel documents so he .

who remains on a United Nationspeople from being caught in thatcould return home because of the _

security watch list that preventsweb where they can’'t getUN travel restriction. He finally =

employers from hiring him. Sincethemselves out without thereturnedto Canada last June after .

the Harper federal governmentassistance and leadership of thein judge ordered the federal **

refused to lift a finger to assistgovernment.” government to bring him back. 4.0

U.S. Unemployment Rate, %

9.0

Abdelrazik, trade unions have Although there is no evidence “Physically, | came to Canada, E5555838238883838882¢=%=%
decided to offer the Montrealthat he has committed any crimesbut I'm still in a prison - a prison a 531855385593 8%8 38
< A g 0 o L €A O S g 0o 6w 9T

machinist a job. Abdelrazik’s name is on the so-withoutwalls,” he said atthe news

The Montreal Gazette reportedcalled 1267 list established by theconferencee
on May 19 that the CanadianUnited Nation’s Security Council
Labour Congress has agreed tm 1999 after the bombing of the
hire Abdelrazik for a week, while U.S. embassy in Kenya and
the Canadian Union of Postalexpanded after September 2001.
Workers and the International The Sudanese Canadian’sordeal
Association of Machinists eachbegan in 2003 when he returned to
plan to hire him for a day. The jobSudan to visit his sick mother and
offers are technically illegal, but was arrested for allegedly having
union leaders say they will risk theties to Al-Qa’ida. He said he wasg
consequences to help pressure thertured during two stintsin custody, fallen against the dollar from people are officially unemployed
government to act. and while both Sudanese and The International Labour $1.45 atthe beginning of the yeain the U.S. while another 11 million

“We recognize that the broaderCanadian authorities cleared hinDrganization hasreleased statistict® below $1.30.” are involuntarily working part-time
guestion of Mr. Abdelrazik (being of any wrongdoing, he foundwhich indicate that the global In Western Europe, theor have dropped out of the labor
able) to work and seek employmenhimself stuck in Sudan because oéconomic crisis is far from over.recovery is said to be “on track”, force. Millions have been without
is afundamentalissue,” CLC vice-the no-fly order and the fact hisThe ILO’s “Global Job Crisis butindustrial production remainsa job for more than a year, with no
president Hassan Yussuff said at passport had expired. Observatory report of May 13 15.9 per cent below its peak ofendinsight. Payrolljobsincreased
May 18 news conference. “We all  Abdelrazik spent 14 months(www.ilo.org/pls/apex/ April 2008. Unemployment for a third straight month in April,
f?p=109:1:0) warns that “the remained at 10 per cent in Marchbut the unemployment rate
. . . ) Greek crisis has morphed from &or the euro area, about 0.2increased to 9.9% because the
Unlon-bustlng a Sin: Cathollc SChO|arS fiscal crisis in a single country to apercentage points higherthan Julyabor force grew faster than

regional crisis for the euro zone2009, showing that the “recovery” employment.

A group of Catholic scholars in the United States contends thatl has sent shock waves throughas not brought job creation. More ominously, the
management efforts to break labor unions are a grave breach otek markets worldwide.” Although world trade continues International Monetary Fund is
church’s social doctrine and tantamount to committing mortal sin.  The report goes on to warnto pick up gradually, the tradenow pointing to the danger of a

A statement from Catholic Scholars for Worker Justice, released Mayldout the consequences ofecoveryremains“subdued”inthesovereign debt crisis impacting
the feast of St. Joseph the Worker, offers a detailed argument that aafiomengrading of  Greek, developed capitalist countries,all major economies. The IMF’s
to thwart union organizing campaigns, stifle contract talks, unilaterally Rdrtuguese and Spanish bondwhere export volumes are still 14recent fiscal monitor projects that
back wages and benefits, and break existing labor agreements are a“‘davag  April, “making the percentlowerthantwo years agoby 2015, the proportion of public
violation of Catholic social doctrine on labor unions.” financing of their deficits more A return of global trade to pre-debt to GDP will reach 110% in

“This violation of Catholic doctrine constitutes material grounds foostly and raising questions aboutrisis levels “should not be the U.S., 250% in Japan and 91%
mortal sin because it stands in grave violation of both the letter and spg#sible future problems that mayexpected any time soon despitén the UK, with comparable
of Catholic social doctrine,” said the document, titled “Union Bustirgentually require bailouts orthe strong recovery of developingfigures for most other large
Is a Mortal Sin.” restructuring. The financial healthcountry exports,” says the ILO. economies in Europe. These

The scholars said efforts to deny workers the right to organize violsftehe banks that are holding this Meanwhile, fears are mountingnumbers do not even recognize
the First, Fifth and Seventh commandments regarding idolatry, scadéét - the bulk is held by Europearabout the economic situation inunfunded contingent liabilities,
and theft, respectively. banks - has now also deterioratethe largest capitalist economy, thevhich in the United States would

Joseph Fahey, professor of religious studies at Manhattan Collegeiing concerns for renewedUnited States. Recent testimonyadd another 400-600% to the debt
New York City and chair of the scholars group, told Catholic Newsubles in the banking sectorbefore President Obama’s “bi-to GDP ratio.

Service May 14 that the statement analyzes the criteria for mortalgich has yet to fully recover partisan commission” on the The inescapable conclusion is
much like a priest would during the sacrament of reconciliation.  from the global financial crisis... country’s budget gap projectsthat the recent events in Greece,

“We said, ‘What commandments does [breaking a union] viola®@me observers have questioneligger deficits for the forseeablewhich are nowimpacting the entire
What specific matters of Catholic teaching does it go against? Istit@ viability of the European future, leading mainstreamEurozone economy,willinevitably
grave matter? If it is, is there an objective case for mortal sin?” FaMnetary Union itself, amidst economists to focus on this as thdit the United States and Canada.
explained. “We do make a case that if you work to violate Cathdéars that some countries mightumber one priority. When that happens, the crisis
teaching to the extent that you violate a worker’s right to free assembéyforced to exit fromthe common  But a more immediate crisis iswhich broke out in the fall of 2008
you are involved in the grave matter of mortal se.” currency. This has led to a loss othe loss of 8 million jobs during may seem like small potatoss.

Does this look like "economic recovery" for U.S. workers?

Global economic outlook
remains very shaky

confidence in the euro which haghe past two years. Fifteen million

pecial to PV
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EDIT ORIALS

The G-20 in Toronto

Room for Everybody

Looking back and ahead

June 2010 will be a special month for the working class movement,

as we look back to the heroic days of 1935, and forward tq the ,.IT-J.’ W) :‘; ' ]
challenges of the 21st century. (o el Giyn B

This month will see commemorations of some critical episqdes TR R
in Canadian labour history, notably the On to Ottawa Trek angl the *':‘:“ﬁ ":i'
Battle of Ballantyne Pier. These and many other militant struggles 'in:g.".‘f; :
laid the foundation for decades of working class movements|The #dh‘!l: ;
resulting advances were many: unemploymentinsurance, pengions, &.@%" ;
organizing rights, equality gains, Medicare, and much more. ,i,}‘f;ﬂﬁ_

But under capitalism, the class struggle never ceases, arjd the ’ iﬁﬁﬁiﬁuﬁ; i
balance of forces is constantly shifting. For nearly three decadg¢s, all ;1.:,* P X
these gains have been relentlessly chipped away by big capitfl and B ,-i,.ﬁ:t:i-:-:nx
its willing right-wing political partners, even including socfal E,Qp- LT e
democratic governments at times. Now, taking advantage df the -@ Qﬁxﬁzi:lﬁt: s
economic crisis which broke out in 2008, the ruling class mantfa of Eﬂ:@f,ﬁ:&:i'
privatisation, contracting out, cuts to wages and pensions, slaghing .f;.;ﬂ' .
of social programs and equality, is taking an even more vigous :
character. Many of the leading actors in this capitalist assault wjll be
in Canada for the G8 and G20 meetings this month.

The role of the Canadian Labour Congress in helping to moHjilize n
people’s opposition during the G8/G20 is timely and welcome.|But u‘g‘Dﬂ
such opposition cannot be allowed to dissipate once the World W

leaders have returned home. We urge the CLC and its allies t
their cooperation an important step further, by convening a b
People’s Summit to build the fightback around a unifying se
demands which will benefit working people, not big business,

The lessons of 1935 are highly relevant for today: No strug
no progress! Workers will not pay for the crisis caused by capital
Unite to demand a People’s Recovery!

Shameful decision by Pride T oronto

“They came first for the Communists, and | didn’t speak
because | wasn't a Communist. Then they came for the Jews
and | didn't speak up because | wasn'ta Jew. Then they came f

trade unionists, and | didn't speak up because | wasn't a Iraovv

unionist. Then they for me, but there was nobody left to speak
These words of Pastor Martin Niemoller, spoken about the N
in Germany, are relevant to the attempt to criminalize any critig
of the Israeli government’s anti-Palestinian policies.
Pride parades, born out of the Stonewall Rebellion and d

take
road
t of

gle,

sm! kempkes union-art.com ‘10

Letters to the Editor

=%Vhy not a 6-hour day and a 30-hour week?

fiZiS Referringtoyour May Day issue over-haul contract requirementhard united, and to push hard in

IsniMay 1-15, 2010 “Global Class over the hiring practices of the streets for a legislated shorter
Struggle: Spain’s largest unionemployers to ensure that theyworking hour work-week with

theeaches labour accords”), | wannow hire youth workers and long-decent living wages, to get the

up

Dr the

forms of LGBT resistance against oppression, have a long recrdig point out the concrete evidencaerm unemployed to fill in the millions of unemployed and

North America as celebrations of free speech and human eqy
Soitis sad to hear that Pride Toronto’s board of directors has
to ban the words “Israeli Apartheid” from any Pride events, dire
targeting the group Queers Against Israeli Apartheid.

This shocking decision follows intense pressure from Torg
City Hall (one of Pride’s main funders) and pro-Israel lobbyi
who claim that criticisms of the Israeli government amount to
and discrimination. In fact, under the Harper Tories, criticism o
Israeli government’s oppression of the Palestinian peop
frequently labelled a hate crime. Pride Toronto finally yielde
this campaign to criminalize dissent, setting another extre
dangerous precedent to ban free expression and silence the
of Palestinians and human rights activists.

Itis distressing that this decision was made by some represent
of a community which has always had to struggle for its righ
equality. Pride Toronto needs to be reminded that the stridently
Palestinian Harper Tories are also bitterly homophobic. Suppd
of human rights and equality must stand together, not surrende
other to bigots.

alityf the value of the unity in actiontime gap of weekly work hours under-employed precarious part-
otedr all workers, as shown in Spainwith additional full-time more timers and huge numbers of well
Ctlytoday. secure work, as well for all neweducated youth, all working a full
Spain’s largest union, CCOOQ,hires. 30-hour work week for everyone.
ntavhile watching the increasing Indeed, with all of capitalism’s This begins to end the divisive
btS,united resistance of the solidlypresent profits and hugepitting of workers against worker
hatenited public and private sectorinventories reported constantlyand the unemployed. Workers
th@mions along with the rest of thetoday, as well as all the lesssitting idle or under-used need to
e IBeoples of Greece, eachweek hawhan-full capacity idle serviceswork full time, under less stress
tatheir own fightback inspired with deteriorating, it shows workerswith a shorter working day, in
elyeal solidarity, resulting in areworking too many hours over-order to purchase the huge supply
VOoip@Bgressive actions to moveproducing and stressing outof products and services now
forward in Spain, taking up theworkers’ health. Now, other freshmade by worker-produced new
ativi@sernational Workers' May Day workers need to be employedechnologies. Let’s unite to keep
t tademand for shorter working dayand re-employed with more pushing the system to the brink of
antrours with equivalent or moresecure full-time shorter work its final potential, until the day
rtefsresent-day daily pay. hour weeks, and have the newomes forthe sudden leap forward
eachkarl Marx and all workers who invigorated workforce with youth toward a socialist and people-
have followed his analysis ofworkers get consumption goingcaring future, a future where all
capitalism, how itworks to squeezeo consume what is produced inpeople’s energies can be

out profits and huge savings fromsuch massive amounts now bycreatively letloose, manually and
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work hours, will salute the unitedstressed-out workers. Withintellectually, for the betterment
Spanish workers who have movediecent paid full 30-hour work of all with real worker-democracy
forward. Long live our workers’ week hours for the vast majorityand science working hand in hand.
international solidarity with all of workers, picking up the slack
those who actively resist! of so-called skilled-labour Dave Foreman, retired CUPE/
In Spain today, there are 4shortages with real employer onSCFP city part-time casual worker
million known unemployed thejobtraining, and ending hugeon poverty-line pension, in
workers and millions more under-inventories and services notexpensive Toronto.
employed. Almost equal numbersheing purchased without goiNg | e e e = = = =
are over-worked in forced, into huge credit card debt, the
necessary long daily hours of work Spanish workers bargained re ReneW
notto mention the millions of part- social accords to benefit all of
timers in short hours of daily society. ! tOdayI
precarious work, running fromjob  Why not a 6-hour work day (30
to job - up to three or four jobs ahour work week) with all the new Check your label
day to pay the landlord or bank. technology now used to produc Please check the
So it is a huge scientific and deliver services with suchl address label on the
workers’ discovery in practice, increased efficiency and ease}] front page to see if it's
that the Spanish workers haveAlready it seems with the g time to renew. Readers
found the solution to the mass ofincreasing short hour part-time; \who find "2010/06/01"
wasted and squandered worlprecarious work and the resulting{ on their label, for
power. They have bargainedess stress, the system can sti example, will have
their subscriptions
expire with this issue,
June 1-15, 2010.

agreements with employers for anake even more huge profits ang

shorter work week (a reductionsavings. A shorter full-time work-

at the same present weekly ratealready in practice for hugeI Don't miss a single
With this accord, the CCOO numbers of workers. copy - renew today!

permission provided the source is credited.

\-------_I

in the traditional 8-hour day) all hour weekin Canadais quite likel
workers have also attached adeep So the conclusion is to bargainN o w = " =
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Harper Tories: accomplices in death of women

abortion where legal, and hasOver 200,000 children lose theircostly administrative barriers.|
consistently funded such servicesmothers every year from unsafeGroups which forfeit Canadian
For example, Canada was amongbortion-related deaths, and théunding may lose much of their
the 179 governments at the 1994ifespan of the surviving children ability to provide other basic
The Communist Party of International Conference onin such families is shortened. Inhealthcare. Far from improving

Statement from the Central
Executive Committee,
Communist Party of Canada

Conservative government for itswhich committed to providing as a sexual weapon, lack of accegbe government’s policy shift will
latest attack on women’suniversal access to a full range ofo safe abortion servicescostcountless lives.
reproductive freedoms, whichsafe and reliable family planningcompounds the trauma imposed The Communist Party of
shows that the so-called “pro-life” methods by 2015. on women and girls, further Canadademandsthatas partoft
forces are accomplices in the In developing countries, up toreducing their chances to regain &8 initiative to improve maternal/
deaths of women and children20 million women decide to resortnormal life. child health, the Tories
around the world. The escalatingo illegal abortions every year, Harper'snew policy means thatimmediately pledge to fund the
offensive by the anti-choice resulting in an estimated 70,0000 receive funding from Canada,full range of reproductive
movement in Canada raises feardeaths. Millions of these womenaid agencies and healthcare clinichealthcare for women, including
that women here may soon faceever receive medical treatmentn developing countries will have safe abortion where legal, and
legislation to restrict reproductive for the resulting complications. to separate their programs, creatinguality post-abortion care for [1§
rights, or even attempts to eliminate womeninjured fromillegal, unsafe
access to abortion altogether. y abortion.
Despite the fact that most TRANGE -NOMATTER 7 We also condemn the growings
Canadians support women’s right HOW HHGH I CLIMB THE campaign to introduce legislatio
to choose, the Harper Tories havé MOUNTAIN GET HHGHER— to restrict reproductive freedoms
decided to exclude from Canada’y ; in Canada. Women'’s right to
G8 maternal/child health packagd choose is a fundamental huma
any funding for reproductive health right, not subject to any so-called
care that includes safe abortion “compromises”. We urge full support for actions
services. This policy, based on This campaign includes by pro-choice organizations, and
undemocratically imposing the attempts to silence pro-choicealso for steps to begin rebuilding a
religious views of a small minority, voices (such as Conservativecross-Canadawomen’s movement
will have a deadly impact onJ Senator Nancy Ruth’s “advice” which can unite the big majority of
women and children around th that pro-choice activists shouldwomen who support equality.
world. “shutthef...up”), the statementby A Tory majority would also
Until now, Canada has acte Cardinal Marc Ouellet calling accelerate Harper's attack on a
through the United Nations to help abortion a “moral crime” even in much broader range of human
provideafullrangeofreproductive/—( cases of rape, and the bussing aights, civil liberties and
health services, including safd /- students to inflate attendance atlemocratic freedoms. The full
anti-choice rallies. The mostagenda of Harper and his
dangerous, fundamentalist forcessupporters is very clear: the forced

COdllthn OppOSQS QuebeCS B’II 94 which until now have largely beenimposition of E)igoted,

kept in the background, are todayfundamentalist social views, the
k d increasingly visible and powerful corporate drive to privatize public
as a Step baC War s ’n SOC’ety within the Conservative Party.  services and quash labour rights,
If the Tories win a majority in and a widening campaign to
A coalition of concerned submitted a brief to the Quebec After similar legislation has the next election, these far-rightcriminalize political dissent. The
organizations has been launchetlational Assembly, says the nigatbeen passed in Belgium, lItaly,forceswould seize the opportunityCommunist Party of Canada
to speak out against Quebec’s Bilis neither a health or securityFrance and Germany, there havéo press for a sweeping rollback ofpledges to continue its efforts to
94, which targets Muslim womenconcern, nor will it lead to been increased reports of acts aéquality gains such as pay equityhelp build a massive mobilization
who wear thaigabfull-face veil. communication problems. Manyracism and attacks on Muslim merand the right to abortion. There isof Canadians to drive the Tories
The Bill states that if it is general organizations, including the No/and womene an urgent and immediate need tout of office, and to decisively
practice for a service provider andNo Bill 94 Coalition, were not  (Withfilesfrom aMay 20 report mobilize Canadians who opposalefeat the right wing forces in the
a client to show their faces duringinvited to make oral deputationsby John Bonnar on Rabble.ca.) this “social conservative” agenda.next electione
service provision, “and that if anduring hearings held on May 18.
accommodation involves anThese groups organized a press

adaptation of that practice andconference, rally, email blitz to the - I M G " t
reasons of security, premier and a video. CO m m u n ISt S S am C u I n y
communication or identification  Coalition member Zainab Zafar .
warrant it, the accommodationstarted wearing nigab five years b kd d t
must be denied.” ago and attends Ryerson a.C Own On Sex e uca |On
The No/Non Bill 94 Coalition University. She said she has never
warns that the legislation “further experienced racism on-campus or The Communist Party of in this pre-election period. affecting their wages throughout
entrenches gender inequalityravelling in downtown Toronto. Canada (Ontario) has sharply “The provincial Liberals are no their working lives.
marginalizing and isolating “Of course, wherever there wascriticized the Liberal governmentdoubt aware of the federal “Not least, the McGuinty
Muslim women who wear nigab.” a need for me to take off my veil forof Dalton McGuinty for failing to government’s decision not to fundgovernment is about to privatize
“Our arguments are based irhealth or identity purposes, I'veimplement the sex educationabortion in foreign aid spending -significant public assets, which it
overriding legislation in our taken my veil off,” said Zafar. She curriculumthat was to be launchech concession to that party’s rightknows will generate broad and
country,” said Zahra Dhanani,isshockedthatagovernmentwouldn schools this fall. wing, religious and socially deep public opposition.
Legal Director atthe Metropolitan force women who wear nigab to  “This multi-year curriculumhad conservative base, and a “That's why McGuinty is
Action Committee on Violence take a step backwards in society. been developed over along periodzoncession to northward creepingpandering to the right, on the issue
Against Women and Children *“If such a Bill is considered involving experts in the sexualultra-right-wing, religious of sex education curricula. And
(METRAC) during a news what would be the differencehealth field, in child and youth fundamentalisminthe US that haghat's why the public must force
conference at the Newcomemetween a Canadian and amlevelopment, in educationso distorted healthcare andhe government to implement the
Women’s Services Toronto.oppressive society that exists ircurricula, and in consultations witheducation curricula in the USA. curricula and stand by secular
“Section 2 of the Charter of Rightsthe world today?” asked Zafar.parents, students, teachers, andthe “If the Premier is looking for education in Ontario’s system of
and Freedoms guarantees freedofiCanada should not force awomarpublic,” notes the CPC (Ontario).a winning election issue to fight public education.
of religion and Section 15 to take off her veil while other  “This provincial curricula was on, the defence of quality secular “The CPC(O) calls onthe labour
guarantees equality before the lavgocieties might force them to weamo surprise to anyone, letalone th@ublic education and healthcareand democratic movements,
and equal protection of the law.” it. Let women have their freedomMinistry of Education - ithad beenis it. But this government wantsacademics, teachers and
The Coalition, which has of choice.” a long time in the planning andsome of those conservativeeducational workers, health care
preparation. What is a surprise isyotes, because on the economiworkers, youth and students,
the government’s sudden decisioriront the McGuinty government women, and all those who value
to cancel months of workis implementing a very right quality, universal, secular public
addressing a clear need for agwing and conservative agendaducation and health care, as well
appropriate sex education acroskinging on corporate tax cutsas equality rights, to speak up and
Ontario, because of a backlash bgnd a VAT tax that will shift a demand the government
fundamentalist religious groupsfurther $4.5 billion off the implement the curricula changes,
and social conservatives connectedorporations and onto workingand defend secular and scientific
to the Tory party in Ontario. people through the HST. curricula and health care in
“Clearly the government is “This government is also Ontario.
afraid of the Tories’ launchingafundamentalattackon “Thisisyetanother example of
fundamentalist religious andfree collective bargaining, with awhy religion and school should be
social conservative base, and ipublic sector wage ‘freeze’ thatseparate, and why a single secular
prepared to kowtow to it, ratherwill drive down wages of more and universal public school system
. than stand up for scientific andthan one million public sector is in the best interests of students
Women wearing nigab ata Toronto anti-war rally. (Photo: EdBil) ~ Secular education and curriculaemployees over the nextfive yearsin Ontario.”®

.
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Canada: tax haven for big capital

= standing in the coming years,”to the KPMG study.

PV Vancouver Bureau X Wiebe said. “The HST is quite a Vancouver is rated the lowest-
For years, right-wing think e business friendly way of applyingtax city on the list; its U.S.
tanks, politicians and corporate a sales tax.” neighbour Seattle is ranked number
media hacks have complained tha $ In fact, the HST is not actually 18. Nor is that likely to change

business taxes are “too high” in a tax in the traditional sense.under the Vision majority on
Canada, supposedly driving away AR CUTS Consumers will pay the HST Vancouver city council, which
investors and jobs. But a recen FoR THE RICH directly to businesses; none of thelaims to be “pro-people.” A huge
study from the business sectol T HST will go towards government shift of Vancouver municipal taxes
prove the opposite: Canada is th . =} revenues, despite considerable and underway, away from businesses
second lowest taxation country in 5 deliberate misinformation spreadand onto homeowners.

the developed capitalist world. by the corporate media and right- Montreal and Toronto are in the

If corporate income tax rates
were restored to the 2001 leve
(28%), an estimated $30 billion
more would flow into the federal
treasury this year. That could
provide desperately needed fund
to expand social programs, extent
and improve employment
insurance, build low-income
housing, protect the environment,
and tackle other critical issues. investmentinto the country whic

Instead, massive tax breaks fothan those in the U.S. Taxes INcreates jobs,” Wiebe claimed
the corporations and the rich areCanada are 36.1 per cent lower, Or\/Ve’reasmaIi country and have .
adding to the burden on workingmore than one-third. At the Otherrelativelysmalleconomy We nee
families. Federal taxes onend of the spectrum, corporatg, ioye advantage of an'ythingw

wing politicians. One “theory” topfiveforlowestcorporate taxation,
advanced by these forces is thdiar ahead of eastern U.S. cities such
taxpayers will ultimately benefit as Boston (13), Philadelphia (14)
from larger taxes paid by theand New York (27).
companies which benefitfromthe Low provincial taxes in British
HST, but since corporate tax rate€€olumbia helped boost Vancouver
are being slashed dramaticallyto the top of the list, according to
even this “trickle-down” effectis KPMG, which deems the city
doubtful. What is certain is thathighly attractive “tax-wise” for
the HST willimmediately transfer manufacturing and corporate and
phuge amounts - $1.9 billioninformation technology
annually in the case of British companies.
Columbia - from consumers to Forresearch and development,
3businesses. Working people whavlontreal ranked as the top
an least afford this shift will be Canadian city, taking the No. 2

corporate profits are now at justtaxes are 81.4 per cent higher in "o attract business into thid't the hardest. spotbehind Melbourne, Australia.
17%, heading to 15% by 2010France than the U.S. country.” Canadian municipalities areSydney (Australia), Vancouver,
under the Harper Tories. Canada’s low corporate taxes Wiebe and KPMG did not &lso leaders in cutting corporateand Manchester (U.K.) filled out

Canadaranks second to Mexic@re “a huge competitive advantag e t of
and far ahead of the U.S. on a listvhen companies decide where t%ggﬁﬁissg tthaex ?eevgear?t\:ees lg:]pggci;
of “tax-friendly countries for set up shop,” according to Gredspanding in Canad .
business”, according to a reporWiebe of KPMG’s Toronto office. p'erﬂelrll%ll\r/]lefggorztiiallies upthe Harper baC kS b|g ban kS
released on May 12 by accounting “Business has the ability to set

firmKPMG. Netherlandsisrankedup manufacturing, distribution cost of income tax, capital, sales,
. : X . ' : and property taxes, as well a ! j - i i i
third, followed by Australia, plants,and offices anywhereinth property People's Voice Commentary - Ignoring growing public demands

. . X _ fmiscellaneous local taxes andor the corporate sector to pay a higher share of the tax burden, PM
United Kingdom, USA, Germany, world depending onwhereit m.a.keso‘tatUtOI’y labour costs, in 95 citiesStephen ngper has IaunchFZedya car%paign againsta global bank tax.
Italy, Japan, and France. _sense. Having a competitive,qogs 10 countries. The U.S., thedarper sent four cabinet ministers to global financial centres on

In general, businesses incorporatetaxrate hopefully allows rgest economy in the world, isMay 18 to lobby against the proposal, which is supported by
Mexico pay 40.1 per cent less taxou to attract more business angiseq as a baseline. European countries and the Obama administration. The bank tax

While personal income taxesis intended to help cushion capitalist economies in the event of
and sales taxes are still higher irinother financial meltdown, which is widely expected sooner or
Canada, payroll taxes have beemter.

Garden R|Ver FIrSt Natlon reduced, capital taxes have been Harper argues that the international bank tax would penalize

phased out, and corporate tax rateSvell-regulated” Canadian financial institutions. But his fundamental

may Set HST tO"S have been falling in recent yearsposition is that “you can’t tax an economy into prosperity; likewise
: T

axes at the local level, accordinghe top five ®

Canada’s overall federal andyou can’t tax a financial sector into stability.”
provincial corporate tax rates are Instead, he will use his position as host of the G8 and G20
approaching 25 per cent. The U.Ssummits later this month to press for “a more sustainable system of
federal tax rate for business start§inancial regulation”.
at 35 per cent, and state tax rates At the same time, Harper has stepped up his call for an end to
vary. stimulus spending, in favour of “implementing fiscal consolidation.”
And the breaks for the businessn plain English, this means pushing ahead with more tax cuts for
sector will keep coming with the the corporate sector, along with further reductions in social
so-called “harmonised sales tax’spending. With nearly 1.5 million Canadians still out of work, and
to be implemented on July 1 inthe likelihood of another round of financial meltdown still ahead,
Ontario and British Columbia. Thethe Tory policy will inevitably worsen the next stage of the
HST “is likely to enhance Canada’seconomic crisis for working people. ®

|| Anti-HST drive to p ass threshold

December 2009: Aboriginal peoples’ protest against the By Kimball Cariou possibility of falling short when credible anti-HST alternative
HST at Queen's Park, Toronto signatures are counted byleader to emerge within his party.

Some travellers in Northern Ontario may soon be paying OHE After just six weeks of Elections BC. Many British Columbians are

. X ; etitioning, the British Columbia  The Campbell Liberals willthen increasingly angered at the flood
thanks _tol :he Ontan(t)_ go;/err;m(in':lstplan tohrerr_1t()_ve Ipomt-c:f fﬁ ight HST campaign to force ahave to pchoose betweemfdistortic?n)éangoutrightliesfrom
P;O\;::]C'r? ac)l( gxtlemp_llon” 0[ I':SF ;r'o':s Vrhgn(slalrggnegi(\a/gr ir?g?ferendum on the “Harmonisedconducting a province-wide the Campbellregime. Forexample,
Naetliononlesaer Saa:JﬁSSt:XMaﬁZ ra?segatgé possibility of charbin ales Tax” was on the verge ofreferendum, or using their majoritythe Liberals keep trying to hi_nt
vehicles passing througih its territory. Signs have been posted aloguccess. By May 16, organlzerSovotedownthe proposaltorepeathat the HST wogld bring in
the Trans-Canada Highway announé:ing the planned toll booths @%orted that 500,000 signatureshe HST. They c_o_uld _also try torevenue for educz_itlo_n and hea_lth

“Garden River First Nation is going to continue to dowhatitn e(']had been (_:oIIected. The final totabhallenge_the petition in court. Socare, which were hitwith traumatic
to do to get government attention in regards to HST,” said ChieflLy ould easily surpass the 600,00@ar, the Liberals have chosen tdudget cutbacks. But most voters
Sayers. The action will not necessarily begin July 1 when thelH ark, an astonishing one-sixth ofkeep arguing (with little success)understand that the HST will
comes .into effect, but Sayers says booths wil defiﬁitely go up if e province’s adult population. thatthe HST is needed to improvesimply transfer an estimated $1.9
satisfactory resoIL’Jtion is not reached Adopted inthe early '90s underthe BC economy. ~ billion annually from the pockets

FirstNationsaredemandingthatthé point-of-sale PSTexemptithe Harcourt NDP government, Each option has negativeof consumers to the business
be maintained whether a status Indian lives on or off reserve Th@c.’s citizeninitiative legislation consequences for the Liberalssector. _ .
accuse the federal and provincial governments of ignoring tr.e ati s crafted to make a succc_—:sshﬂ;ag:kmg;jown onimplementation, More voices are now being
with First Nations which contain no provision for taxation Eatmon drive nearly impossible. which will start on July 1, would raised to question Campbell’s tax

While the province has signed an agreement with Oniario I:ithhe_rgIes require the signature obingerthe big business forceswhickuts, the real source of the
Nations, promising to work together to preserve the tax-exemy tioa minimum of 10% of voters in arethe o_nlysupp_orters_ofthe HSTp_rovmmaI budget woes. The
Sayers i’s not optimistic QVerydrlﬁ/llng aﬁross the Erc&vgnce.gqt dgfylng public (;pmrlwonL\(\l/JouI(f leer?ls cu{g(;rporate m_co;g)%tlax

2 A s o , . .By mid-May, that target had beendrive down support for the Liberalsrates from 16.5 per centin to
bacllz Iavrzgsw%?ttlrl;]&sttﬁé!viscj%ynlsiﬁaw; ?#é Splggtsa?wvc\ilaleal?r?o&?/c hsal -eached in 72 of 85 ridings, witheven further, boosting the NDP’s10.5 per cent today, with another
happened.” sa’tid Sayers, noting that the province failed to brirg t actually exceeding 15%. Thefortunes and opening the door foreduction to 10 per cent by 2011.
HST to Firic,t Nations for éonsultation before it was voted through maining 13 ridings, mainly in anewright-wing party to enter theThey have also eliminated capital
Queen’s Park ancouver and Burnaby, Weresc_en_e.Th_ere are growing rumble$axes_and cut property taxes,

If the Gardén River toll is implemented, travellers would ha\;etchpeCt.?g t?:.rﬁ?ﬁsfpe" targetsrvnlhm_ ngergl rgnks baﬁogt espr?]mally for ?]'g compfanles. h

. ’ - oon. The Fig campaignreplacing Gordon Campbell, but ese cuts have so far cost the
payioreseicvelalongiiemotelioausiioreconneckw i ihe Traneﬁfns to hitthe 15% level in everythg prenglier’s iron-fistedp control

Canadase riding by mid-June, to avoid anyhas made it impossible for any see BC HST, page 11
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Greek workers refuse to surrender

Corp SA. In central Athens, where hundreds of riot police The strike was called by unionsoutrageous, unacceptable to cut
members of the All-Workers’ carrying batons and shields filledrepresenting 2.5 million workers,pensions of 600 euros, 700
Tens of thousands of protesterdilitant Front (PAME, the the steps. half the country’s workforce. euros,” spokesman Stathis
gatheredin central Athens on Maycommunist-led labour federation)  “These measures are destroyingVhile the main public and private Anestis of the private-sector
20 as the fourth general strike inoccupied the Labor Ministry. everything we have fought for. sector union federations are linkedseneral Confederation of Labor
recentmonths putnew pressureon There were two major Where are the measures againstith the PASOK party, they have (GSEE), told protesters. “At the
the Greek government. The latestiemonstrations in Athens,unemployment? We were not thebeen compelled by rank-and-filesame time, those who owe the
protest was another huge succesicluding a march on parliament.ones who created this crisis,” saidlemands to join the strugglepension funds and have looted

Combined news sources

despite predictions in the corporatéThieves come out,” the protestersunemployed Nikos Galiatsatos,against the government.

the pension funds are immune;

media that the shocking deaths o€hanted in front of parliamentone of the marchers.

“It is incomprehensible, no one has gone to jail.”

three bank workers at the hands of
so-called “anarchists” on May 5

would ke the wind out of e §Solution for the Crisis: Greek Communist leader

country’sworking class resistance.

Public anger has not abated, ag
. . xcerpts from a commentary
the social democratic PASOK y Aleka Papariga, General

competitiveness and productivityimperialist ones. The Greek people have to
withthe supposed common benefit ... Itis the living standard of the choose between two paths of
government pushes ahead wit ecretary of the Greek for workers and capitalists alike.people, of the working class anddevelopment for Greek society,
plans for pension and salary cuts ommur%/ist Party (KKE) We spoke of the inevitable low-income families thatconcernsthe path which is being followed
and steep tax hikes. The measure economic crisis in all the capitalistus, not the profits of the capitalists and that which must be fought for
are being imposed in exchange for  The KKE has always exposed economies. We predicted the Our strategy is to stop theby the people.
aeurollObillionthree-year‘rescueespecially after 1991, thecrisis, the inevitability of a deep barbaric measures from being We maintain with facts and with
loan pack-age” from other deceptionconcerningthe ceaselesnd sudden sharpening of all sociaimposed as much as we possiblproof that Greece, despite the
European Union countries and thelevelopment of capitalism, contradictions and intra- can under today’s conditions, toserious and destructive damage

International Monetary Fund.
The pension changes arg

prevent them from being that it has experienced in certain
legitimated in people’s con- sectors due to the dominance of

P e ¥ "~ ——
particularly unpopular. The = i sciousness, for working people tocapital and of monopoly
minimum retirement contribution § A il disassociate themselves frontompetition, hasthe pre-requisites
period will be raised to 40 years [ < R ran r PASOK and ND and their policies, to create and develop a self-reliant
from 37 years by 2015, and 8 B ‘l F ‘*.' . —] for the movement to regroup andpeople’s economy.
pensions will be set on the basis o /." = A A | v Al move forward on a course of The negative developments of
earnings over a person’s entirg f ol [ LI' h counter-attackin order to overturnthe last 20 yearsin certain branches
working life, instead of the last L — today’s balance of forces, forof industrial production, in the
five years of employment. j ANl Workers Miiitant Front | people’s power. We are notagriculturaleconomy, can be dealt

Unions and the country’s
genuine political left stress that
low-earners  will  suffer
disproportionately from the
measures.

“When will construction
workers retire, at age 807?”
Communist Party (KKE) MP
Haralambos Haralambous said
“How do you expect him to carry
a bag of cement on his back unti
that age?”

Following the previous pattern,
the May 20 action affected all
public and many private
employers. The strike shut down
businesses, closed schools, haltg
ferries and trains, and kept
hospitals running on emergency
staff. Participation was virtually
100 percent at shipyards, refinerie
and docks, 90 percent af
construction sites and 70 percen
in industry, banks, and state-rur|

companies such as Public Powe

without rights
and

indifferent and neutral observerswith under different political-
but since the political balance ofeconomic and social conditions.
forces does not permit us effectivdt’s not too late.
intervention in favour of the  Greece has a satisfactory level
people, we put priority on the ofthe concentration of production,
movement, outside of thethe means of production, a trade
Parliament. network, and a specific level of
The time has come for asocialdevelopment in  modern
popularfrontfor politicaland masstechnology. It has a large,
action to take shape, to take omexperienced labour force, with an
distinct form, developed from theimproved educational level and
existing militant forces that must specialization in comparisonto the
be multiplied; that is the militant past, alarge labour force in science.
forces of the workers-employees It has valuable natural wealth-
in the private and public sectorsproducing resources, important
of the poor self-employed smallreserves of mineral wealth, which
businesses, the poor farmers, witlre an advantage in industrial
astrengthening ofthe participatiorproduction and the production of
of the youth, children of working consumer goods.
class and low-income families, Ithasthe greatadvantage thatit
especially those that study andtanensure sufficientfood supplies
work, are in training programmes,for people’s needs as well as for
women and immigrants, fighters
in the fields of science, art and
culture...

see KKE leader, page 11

Fears of

PV Vancouver Bureau

being convicted of “moharebeh” PJAK, amilitant opposition group. strike in Iran’s Kurdistan province political prisoners in Iran. Jailed

(enmity towards God), a chargeConvicted of “enmity against on May 13 to condemn theselabour activists and teachers
The British-based Committeelevelled against those accused o6od”, she was repeatedlykillings, asfourofthe victimswere include Mansour Osanloo and

for the Defence of the Iraniantaking up arms againstthe state, isubjected to torture and degradingf Kurdish background.

Ebrahim Madadi, leaders of the

People’s Rights (CODIR) hasconnection with their alleged treatment. She had no access to The executions raise seriousTehran Bus Workers’ Union
condemned the May 9 executiormembership of the armed grouplegal representation, and her rightsoncerns about the fate of othe(Vahed Syndicate), and teachers

of five political prisoners accusedthe Kurdistan Workers Party asanaccused were never observed.
by Iran’s theocratic regime of (PKK). The trial took place in  Jamshid Ahmadi, Assistant|
actions against “national security”secret, lasting only minutes. TheGeneral Secretary of CODIR,
and “links with counter- death sentences of all three menondemned the action of the
revolutionary groups”. Neither the were upheld by the Supreme Courtlranian regime in executing these
families or lawyers of the five were Also executed were Mehdi Eslamipolitical detainees.
aware of the executions in Tehran’sand Shirin Alam Hooli. “Fearing the eruption of a new
Evin prison, and the bodies had Allfive victims had repeatedly wave of popular protests on th
still not been released about twaejected the allegations of beingfirst anniversary of the fraudulent
weeks later. involved in terrorist activities. In presidential election of 12 Jung

Opposition forces say thethe case of Farzad Kamangar, 2009, the regime has attempted t
charges against the five victimsteacher and journalist, his maininculcate a climate of fear and|
were fabricated by the regime td‘crime” was that during a shortterror in Iran,” he said. “The
justify harsh treatment, including visitto Tehran he had stayed in theegime’s rush to execute thest
execution, of its political house of Heydaryan and Vakili,prisoners, in the face of
opponents. whom he knew. The authoritiesinternational concern about the

Farzad Kamangar was arrestedlleged that they had discovereagharp deterioration in the humarf
by Ministry of Intelligence officials explosive materials from a carrights situation over the past yeart=
along with two other members ofbelonging to Heydaryan andis a disgrace.” Mansour Osanloo, imprisoned
the Kurdish minority, Ali Vakili. Iranians inside and outside thdeader of the Tehran Bus
Heydariyan and Farhad Vakili, in ~ Shirin Alam Hooli, a 28-year- country and progressive forces alWorkers’ Union (Vahed
Tehran around July 2006. Theold Kurdishwoman, was sentenceaver the world have protested theSyndicate). Could he be onthe
three were sentenced to death afteo death for her alleged support folexecutions. There was a generalegime's hit list?

like Abdolreza Ghanbari (who has
been sentenced to death), Seyed
Hashem Khastar, Rasoul Bedaghi,
Abdollah Momeni, Mahmoud
Beheshti Langeroudi, Ali Akbar
Baghani, Mohammad Davari,
Alireza Hashemi, Hossein
Baastaninejad, and Ghorban
Ahmadi (according to the Iranian
Teachers’ Trade Association).
Hundreds of students, women’s
rights’, human rights’ and political
activists are in prisons across Iran.

Labour organizations elsewhere
have also expressed their outrage,
from Education International to
the International Metal Workers’
Federation. In Canada, protests
have been sent by the Canadian
Teachers’ Federation, Canadian
Union of Public Employees,
Canadian Union of Postal
Workers, and others.
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“ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

a lack of health and safetytheyhave notreceived salaries foline. Their situation is made worseconducted by the Korean
inspections in many of the garmen®26 months, which lead them to eaby the skyrocketing food prices,Confederation of Trade Unions
Boron lockout factories. Factory fires, locked exits,only bread and salt. and the worst energy crisis to hitin March and April. Released on
and workers deaths must stop.” Eight workers from the the South Asian country in yearsMay 19, the results show that 10
Locked-out borates miners in The campaign is alsotelephone equipment factory areThe offiicial number of unem- percent of the 2,970 respondents
Boron, California, have voted by demanding a new living wage foron hunger strike in front of the ployed is four million, according said they received hourly pay less
279 to 95 to accept a six-yeamall garmentworkers setat TK.5000parliament, demanding the end+o the Pakistan Institute of Labourthan the minimum 4,100 won
collective agreement which theper month (US$71), the removalof-service payment packagesEducationand Research (PILER)(about $3.50) set by law. The
Longshore and Warehouse Uniorof all barriers to trade unionwhich have been given to othemwhich promotes workers’ rights. situation was worse among young
says beats back most of thectivities in the garment sector,employees. Hundreds of workers When Prime Minister Yusuf part-time or irregular workers,
demands made by Rio Tinto, theequal wages, rights and dignity forfrom the Egyptian Copper Raza Gilani's announced a 1000with 30 percent of them paid less
world’'s fourth-largest mining women workers, and reforms toCompany also staged a sit-in irupee increase in the minimumthan the minimum wage.
company.The agreement calls foBangladeshi Labour Law. Tebbeen demanding higherwagesvage on May Day, reactions were “The Ministry of Labor cracks
annual 2.5 percentraises, after five mixed. To many, a monthly takedown on the violation of minimum
years of bonuses instead o of 7,000 rupees (around $83)wages once or twice a year.
increases under the previou;BUChareSt ra”y assuming it is implemented, will However, no sign of progress is
contract. But the deal takes a stey/S, wage cuts hardly make a dent. witnessed. Regular monitoring is
backward on pensions: new hires In October 2008, food price essential,” said an official of the
will receive 401(k)s with a 4 Tens of thousands of inflation was over 30 percent inKCTU, the nation’s second-largest

Settlement in

percent company contributionRomanians rallied in Bucharesy
instead. Workers credited the on May 19 to protest wage cuts
victory to the outpouring of support The 40,000 or so protesters bley
from their own small town in the whistles and yelled “Down with

Pakistan. Nowitis 15to 17 percentumbrella labor group.

higher than the pay increase. In March, an alliance of 25

Economists estimate that aunionand civic groupsannounced
household of six spends an averageproposal on nextyear’s minimum

of 8,583 rupees a month, about avage, which is considered an
guarter more than the newimportantindicatorindecidingthe
minimum wage. average wage level across
PILER saysthat many labourersndustries. The Alliance for the
are still getting the old minimum Minimum Wage has demanded a
wage of 4,500 rupees ($53) twominimum hourly wage of 5,180
years after government had raise@on, a 25 percent increase.
it to 6,000 rupees ($71). “Our proposal is never an
Over 70% of the industrial units overestimated amount considering
inthe Punjab province do noteverthe nation’s economic size and
pay the required minimum wage,situation,” the Alliance says.
according to a survey conductedKorea ranked the lowest in the

High Desert of Southern Californiathe Lying Government!” while
and from other California unions,blocking traffic in central
as well as throughout the ILWU. Bucharest for two hours. Somg

“The biggest lesson we peltedan official withthe Economy
learned,” said instrumentationMinistry with water and stones.
electrician Mike Davenport, “is  “You have pawned our future,”
thatit's not enough to be union forthey shouted, and union leader
one day, to getthe contract. You'vdacob Baciu said they would call a
got to reach out to others who'vegeneral strike on May 31 if the Malaysian Cab|e
supported you. People weregovernmentwentahead with plans ]
driving 100-plus miles to supportto cut public wages by a quartercompany tries to
us; we have to do the same.”  and pensions by 15 percent. ;

Tons of food were delivered Prime Minister Emil Boc will OUSE union by the Trade Unions Action minimum wage again this year
from the Los Angeles County ask Parliamentto approve the cuts Committee for Minimum Wages. amongthe OECD nations. It'stime
Federation of Labor and otherto begin on June 1, calling them_ About 200 members of then many cases where the 6,00@0 shun this shameful record.”
labour groups. The ILWU got “the only viable solution for the Electrical Industry Workers’ rypeesis paid, workinghourshave Meanwhile, the Korea
doctors to volunteer for a freecountry’s future.” Union (EIWU) of Malaysia staged peen increased from 8 to 12 hoursEmployers Federation, a powerful
clinic. The local credit union -the  Romania is struggling with a @ Peaceful picket in front of a  The minimum wage hike also business lobby group, demands to
only financial institution in Boron budget crisis, with funds to covermajor high voltage cable excludesthe 8.52 million workersto freeze the minimum wage at the
- letworkers slide for three monthsonly 20 days out of every month,Manufacturing company on Mayin the informal sector. Ofthese, 7Ccurrent level, citing the uncertainty
on house and car notes. Central Bank Governor Mugur 19- They say that Federal Powepercent are women. of the current economic

The union and its allies doggedisarescu says. The economy shrarfkables is failing to meet the terms turnaround. The official Minimum
Rio Tinto company executives7.1 percent last year, and th&f an agreement with the _Un'on-Minimum waage Wage Council, comprising 27
from Boston to London to government took out a euro20The company is located in the 9 representatives from the
Australia, and scabs were unablillion ($24.86 billion) loan from industrial utyofShahAIam,aboutripof fin Korea government, labour and business,
to keep up production. Much ofthe International Monetary Fund,40 km from Kuala Lumpur. There is currently reviewing the
the Boron workforce is highly European Union and World BankWas a heavy police presence atthe one out of 10 Korean workersminimum wage. The Council's
skilled and familiar with the to pay state wages. picket, a common sight duringis paid less than the legal minimunfinal decision is expected to be
operation, coming from Finance Minister Sebastianindustrial disputesin Malaysia. \wage, according to a surveymade by June 29.
generations of mining families. Vladescu has said 70,000 of the Federal Power Cables has

Rio Tinto spent thousands ofstate’s 1.36 million jobs must berefused to grant contractual bonus
dollars trying to convince the eliminated by 2011, yet another@nd annual wage increments tg
people of Boron that their blow to the nation of 22 million, Mmore than 300 workers. After
neighbours were backward andvhere the average monthly wagéittempts to negotiate failed, the
greedy, but the company’s adss about euro450 ($575). Theworkers decided to picket outside
didn’t resonate. Workers paintediIMF predicts up to 1 million the company premises.
their struggle as David v. Goliath:people in Romania may be Maniyan Poovan, General
workers and families against aunemployed by year's end,Secretary of EIWU said that at
multinational conglomerate compared with the current figureone stage the Managing Director
seeking to create “junk jobs,” aof about 740,000. openly stated that he does not liks
workplace without rights. national unions like the EIWU,

. but preferred in-house unions. Hg
(From wwwlabornotes.org) Egyptlan Worker alsopcoaxed workers to leave thd

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the
Labour S tart website,
www .labourst art.org

~N

(" Send me information on the
Communist Party of Canada

. i i iti The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
“No More Flres, prOteStS escalate ch)PIeorgg%gﬁgﬁ?%ﬁ:ﬁigﬁzgﬂggqﬁ fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
" . . the collective agreement The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
No More DeathS Anger is mounting among S against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
workers protesting in front of the The company uses favouritismy - & e cross the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

The National Garment WorkersEgyptian parliament. One groupPased along racial lines to depriv
Federation of Bangladesh haf labourers from the Amonsito |0Ng-serving workers of their
launched a campaign entitled “NoTextile Company, who have gonePromotion, Maniyan said, adding
More Fires, No More Locked 26 months without receiving back the union has helped this company
Exits, No More Garment Workers pay, tore off their clothes on Mayfor five years to recover from a
Deaths.” 19 in an attempt to gain attention._s!ump in business and now wher|

On May 1, 5000 garmentAround 300 Amonsito workers It'Sbusiness hasturnedaroundth
workers - mostly young women -condemned the lack of action orf@nagementdon’twantto honou
marched to support the campaignan agreement signed in Aprilthe provisions of the collective
NGWEF President Amirul Haque stipulating that they should receive?greement and pay the worker
Amin told the rally, “Since 1990, 100 million Egyptian pounds their due benefits.” He expressec
there have been 33 major garmer($18.7 million Cdn) in disgust that the management i
factory fires in which more than compensation for their lost jobs. trying to bust the union which has
400 garment workers have been Onthe same day, workers fromf€Presented its workers for morg
killed. During this same period atelephone equipment factory andhan 30 years.
more than 200 fires happened irthe Nubareya Company organized .
which more than 5000 workersa mock funeral and lowered anPgkistan wage
were injured. In addition, 64 effigy representing “Egyptian | .
workers were killed in the companies”intoagrave.Nubareyahlke falls short
Spectrum Factory collapse inworkers organized a funeral to _

2005. One reason for the largedraw attention to the fact that no About 38% of Pakistan’s
number of causalitiesis the practicefficials have met with them €stimated population of 170
of locking factory exits, as well asthroughouttheir protest. They saigmillion lives below the poverty

movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
416-469-2446 <info@cpc-pcc.ca>  www.communist-party.cq

D

Ottawa CPC
Tel: 613-232-7108

Manitoba Committee CPC
387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
Tel/fax: 204-586-7824

Parti Communiste du Quebedsection du
Parti communiste du Canada)

5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C"

Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9

Email: pcq@cpc-pcc.ca

B.C. Committee CPC
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net

Edmonton CPC

Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO
Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6

Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209

Calgary CPC
Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE,
Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489

Saskatchewan CPC
Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

Ontario Ctee. CPC
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
Tel: 416-469-2446

Hamilton Ctee. CPC

265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
Hamilton, ON,

Tel: 905-548-9586

Atlantic Region CPC
Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0O
Tel/fax: 902-542-7981
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With strange bedfellows: mobilization
against Preval gains momentum

[

By Kim Ives, Editor of Haiti
Liberté. This article can also

il

presidential term,” said Tet Kole’'s  Meanwhile, about 60 miles _rr'
Paulette Joseph and Bateau Juniavestin Miragoane and north in- )
be read on the Canada-Haiti ina message rgad at the Champ d&onaives, hundredg of people]
Action Network website: Mars’ Constitution Place. “We ha_lve mostly Lavalas partisans, alsg
WWW.canadahaitiaction.ca/ decided to launch a mobilizationdemonstrated with the same
node/360) which will continue until the demands as t_h_e capital.
complete satisfaction of our In Cap Haitien, hundreds
Thousands of demonstratorademands. We demand theof residents held an action of
marched through Haiti’s capital immediate resignation of Presidenbanging pots and pans tdsg
Port-au-Prince on May 10 callingPreval for betraying the trust of thesignal unhappiness with
for President René Preval’speople, for violating the Preval's food policies. In
resignation and former PresidenConstitution, and for liquidating Jacmel, the Alternative
Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s returnthe country for foreigners. We Movement for Haiti's
fromexile in South Africa. Parallel demand the formation of aDecentralization and
mobilizations took place in towns provisional governmenttoimprove Reconstruction (MADREH)
throughout Haiti, including theliving conditions of people who held a sit-in with hundreds in
Miragoane, Cap Haitien, were victim ofthe Jan. 12 disasterfront of the central
Gonaives, and Jacmel. We want to lay the foundations forgovernment’'s office to
The giant march came asrebuilding a better Haiti. We demand Preval's resignation
Senators, mostly from thedemand the annulment of the 18 Many eyebrows have bee
President’s party, Unity, voted 16month state of emergency law.” raised at the sight of 2004
against two to amend Article 232 Most of the demonstratorscoup supporters like “student”
of Haiti’'s 1987 Constitution, marchedtothe crumpled Nationaleader Herve Saintilus,
extending Preval's mandate fromPalace from St. Jean Bosco, wherperennial politician Turneb
Feb. 7 until May 14, 2011. Father Aristide used to preachDelpe, and Democratic
Deputies had approved the changbefore the church was burned byConvergence leaders like
in a May 6 vote of 56 for, three neo-Duvalieristthugson Sept. 11Paul, Gilles and Rebu
against and three abstentions. 1988. Feeder marches from thenarching alongside Lavalas
On May 10, the 48th LegislatureBelair et Carrefour Feuilles slumspartisans holding aloft postersHaitians have not forgotten: this photo is
also expired, with only one third also joined the masses in theof Aristide’s smiling face. ~ from arally last Dec. 16, celebrating the
of the Senate remaining with aChamp de Mars. “One of our principal 18th anniversary of the first election of
mandate. Near the Palace, Haitian riotdemands is that theJean-Bertrand Aristide as president.
Like the drop that overflows police fired bullets and teargas agovernment provide former

v

putschists into our alliance
and demonstrations, and we
talk about it all the time,” he
said. “But right now, Preval
has gone too farin selling out
the country and trampling the
Constitution. He must be
stopped. Thisrequiresabroad
coalition, but we are not
diluting our demands. Some
politicians, who have been
our opponents, are embracing
our demands, or at least
pretending to. Whatever the
case, the unity and
consciousness of the
progressive forces in this
mobilization are strong, and
we will prevail.”

Preval proposed Atrticle
232’s amendment as it has
become clear that
presidential and
parliamentary elections are
unlikely to be held by
November, especially if he
refuses to reconstitute the
CEP. “I cannot just leave
while an unfinished
[electoral] process is
underway,” Preval said in a
May 6 press conference.

The new Article 232 is

the glass, Preval’'s three montithe demonstrators. Witnesses saresident Aristide with a passportnovement which is forming,” worded so that Preval can leave
term extension seems to havehat policemen beat severalso he can return to his country,”"Evans Paul said on Radio Tropicaloffice anytime between Feb. 7 and
finally released a flood of angerdemonstrators including Delpe declared. ButYves Pierre-Louis, aleaderMay 14, 2011.
againstahostof policies, includingMakenson Pierre and Robenson But many in Haiti’'s democracy with the National PlatformofBase  Due to difficulties in organizing
last week’'s sale of the stateRemy, two musicians with the movement fear that right-wing Organizations and State Victimselections after the Feb. 29, 2004
telephone company, the“Easy Rara” street band whosepoliticians are feigning support for (PLONBAVIL), one of TetKole’s coup d’etat against Aristide, Preval
maintenance of a Provisionaldrums and horns motivatedLavalas demands and will try tokey components, says that Lavalag/as not elected until Feb. 7, 2006,
Electoral Council (CEP) which marchers. Haitian police and UNhijack the mass mobilizationtopushand progressive militants arethe date when a new president

In recent months the western media has frequently reporte
on a so-called “Maoist uprising” against the Left Front
overnment of India’s Bengal state, led by the Communist
arty of India (Marxist). Our correspondent in India, B.
Brasant, rips the lid off this anti-communist myth.

excluded 14 parties (includingsoldiers arrested four Preval from power and install anconfidentthey will keep control of should have been inaugurated
from now postponed elections, andeports say several protestorswere “We are organizing now to “We are very aware of the Preval began his five-yeartermon
the 18 month “state of emergencywounded. provide leadership to this masgdangers posed by allowing formemay 14, 2006.e

law” that puts a foreign-led

post-earthquake reconstruction. R t 1ol th 1 " | . fl -I: k ”

Marchers also reiterated long- OI I Ian ICISIng e Cr” I ”na . prO I e O a I er
standing demands that include an
Nations military occupation and ack, and recall that the Hitler-discrete, peripheral, but definitive
stronger measures to resolv jugend (the Nazi youth brigade)appearance. However, not all is
widespread homelessness an called their criminal leader “the lost for the killers, as long as the
12 earthquake that devastated th brave and battle-hardened Soviebacking find newer ways to harass
capital and other nearby towns.  When things become tough, theThat was the violently anti- troops were pouring across thehe poor and the exploited.

The Port-au-Prince “tough” is invented, demystified, Communist “cold war” of yore. border, and the “leader” was The time has come, the Patrika
emerging coalition called the Headsalking, hero”, one who kills of Rambo and the single-handed waynderground bunker. the unconquerable myth of a
Together of Popular OrganizationsCommunists with impractical easehe destroyed Soviet columns in  Now look at what is happeningvillain. In writing the story of the
(TetKole Oganizasyon Popile yo), in Bengal. The “Maoists” are Maoist “Kishanji”, his life and
Lavalas base organizations with Montevideo elects first woman people, instilled through the gun(“revolutionary stuff’, you
smattering ofform_erlyantl—LgvaIas culture, extortion, mines, boobyunderstand), the reporter may (or
political personalities and allianceg traps, and bloody killings. more probably, may not) have
forDemocracy and Progress, Serge. oo mmnjst Party of Uruguay member Ana Olivera became|théong. Fear is a temporaryona“moonlitnightwhere the faint
Gilles’ social democratic Fusion,| g .t alacted woman mayor of the capital city, Montevideo, in MayPhenomenon, especially wheriight slides off the leaves”. Thatis
and Himmler Rebu'’s Platform of | g municipal elections across the 19 regions’of the countr'y. applied against the mass of thenot important. What is important

Dubbed “Operation Take NO| 4¢tairs \was a candidate of the ruling leftwing coalition, Broad Frontheir political outfits. have asked him to write aromantic
Breath” (Operasyon san prar rante Amplio). She was elected with over 50% of the votes ¢ast, One recalls Mao Ze Dong, tale on “Kishanji."
souf), Tet Kole’s mobilization marking the fifth consecutive victory for the Frente Amplio fin addressingamassiverallyin1949 The entire exerciseis nauseating
provisional president and a Amplio since the return of democracy in 1985. Last Octotper@S the imperialist and exploiters‘Kishanji” using his own hands to
Council of State similar to that| ., av's national election confirmed a second consecutive marjdagiarpened their claws, the masseughly sew together lips of
which brought President Aristide’s| ¢ the Front, which took over 60% in that campaign. whetted their unity. Mao’s words CPI(M) workers before torturing
Trouillot, to power 20 years ago. from the previous mayor, biologist Ricardo Ehrlich, who is currently Weaponry, we shall hone ours.” chopping off body parts, and

‘Faced with this situation of | ;11315 Education and Culture Minister. Olivera has promised What has happened over thdinally leaving them to die in a
terrible suffering in which society | i hrove the city’s public transport system and garbage collectiorP@st two months in the red claypool of blood. However, in doing
organizations, civil society groups, searching for residues. In her victory speech, Olivera said shq w&@rain” by the likes of Kishanji “Maoists” are the tools of the
and platforms of principled political | 4 to be the first woman elected as mayor and also very pro@d the corporate media? Théndian ruling classes - create
parties have decided in unity 19 ot act that the Broad Front has ruled Montevideo for 20 ygardllings of CPI(M) cadres and the conditions  that prove their
the widespread corruption, thg ~" ;oo haif of Uruguay’s 3.5 million population live ify comparatively rare. The village- Answeringaquestion aboutthe
Constitutional changes, thel \ontevideo. Anther woman, Adriana Pena, was elected Maydr opased committees keep a sharperecessity to kill poor villagers,
maintenance of the exclusionary Lavalleja regions ' ' and wider lookout. The “Maoists”

Haiti's largest, the Lavalas Family) demonstrators, and unconfirmedeven more reactionary governmentthe movement. according to the Constitution.
commission in charge of Haiti's

end to the six-year-old United fghanistan? Hark even furtherDevelopmental work is making a
hunger four months after the Jan God’'sway out of hell”, even when forces of reaction with imperialist
demonstration was led by anmade into a “romantic, tough- Remember the film characterquaking in primal fear in an newspaper has decided, to pose
which is primarily composed Ole patently losing their grip over love, his penchant for alcohol
such as Evans Paul's Alternative and CommuniSt mayor Fear has a hold that cannot lasactually met the “Maoist” leader,
Haitian Patriots (PLAPH). Olivera, a French teacher with long experience in municjpaP€0ple by the ruling classes ands the reporter's corporate bosses
aims to replace Preval with & \1ontevideo. The capital city has been the stronghold of the Frent® Guangdong province that, justwhen one recalls the same
predecessor, Ertha Pascalé- “tpe now mayor is scheduled to take office in July, taking dveivere ‘let them sharpen theirthem in public, kiling them by
lives today, we, grassrootsl o4t organize the horse-pulled carts that circulate freely in tha cigone of Bengal, called “capturedall this, the ruling classes, -and the
reject the state of emergency law, 1, + 254 admitted advances have been insufficient. rural poor are becomingundoing.

CEP, and the extension of the are on the backfoot.

_‘
Q

see "Kishanji", page 11
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“People’ s Events” planned
for G8/G20 Summits

Decisions taken by the G8 and The People’s Summit is beingBuilding, University of Toronto,
G20 governments will have amajorcoordinated by a committee madel King’s College Circle. Pre-
impact on millions of lives in up of members of nonregistration: CLC Ontario
Canada and around the world. governmental and civil society Regional Office, 416-441-3710.

The 2010 G8/G20 Summits, sebrganizations, as well as non- “No Rights, No Rules -
to take place in Ontario, presengffiliated peoples. As of late May, Migrant  Workers in a
Canadian civil society membership  consists  ofGlobalized World”, organized by

organizations and groups with arrepresentatives from the CanadiatdFCW, Sunday, June 20, 1-4 pm
opportunity “to strengthen our Federation of Students, Canadiatiart House at the University of
collective voice and lend cohesionLabour Congress, the Canadiai oronto.

to our efforts on the environment,Peace Alliance, Council of
poverty, human rights and socialCanadians,
justice.”

Forum for Solidarity on
CUPE Ontario,Mexican Labour Rights,Sunday,
Greenpeace Canada, Ontaridune 20, 9 am-4 pm, Chestnu
Hotel, 89 Chestnut St., Toronto.
UFCW Canada: *“The
Walmart Globalization Forum”,
Monday, June 21, 1-4 pm, Hart
House atthe University of Toronto.
“Mining Transnationals in
the G20: The Vale Case"United
Steelworkers Teach-In, Friday,
June 25, Steelworkers Hall, 25
Cecil St., Toronto.
Council for International  ShoutOutfor Global Justice!,
Cooperation, Oxfam Canada,Join the Council of Canadians ta
That's the view of the 2010 Polaris Institute, the Rainforestchallenge the G20 and deman
People’s Summit SteeringAction Network, the Sierra Youth trade, water and climate justice
Committee, which is being held Coalition, the Toronto Climate Friday, June 25, 7 pm (doors ope
June 18-20 in Toronto. As aCampaign, and the Toronto6pm),atU of T Convocation Hall.
statement on the SteeringCommunity Mobilization Tickets $14 for Council of
Committee’s website Network. Canadians members, $20 for non
(www.peoplessummit2010.ca) The followingis a partial list of members, from UofT Box Office,
goes on to explain, “The actionsevents being organized around thé416) 978-8849, uofttix.ca.
and policies of the G8/G20 andG8/G20 summits taking place in G8 & G20 Public Rally,1 pm,
their member-states haveOntario this month. Sat., June 26, at Queen’s ParK.
significantimpacton millionsof  People’s Summit 2010 Takethisrare opportunity to speak
lives the world over, and with Launch Event, Building a out on priorities that the world’s
this, comes an opportunity forusMovement for a Just World: mostwealthy and powerful nationg
- adiverse civil society, including Solutions and Stories from Northshould adopt: economic recovery
community-based organizations,and South, Friday, June 18, 7 pmthe environment, human rights
non-governmental organizationsCarlu Hotel, 44 Yonge St. (7thdecent jobs, and social justice.
public, media and other groups {loor), Toronto. During the week of June 21-24,
to work together to educate, “People First: We Deserve there will also be a number of
empower and ignite positive Better!”, People’s Summit Open themed “days of resistance.” Fo
change we would like to see inForum, Sat., June 19, 9 am-6 pmdetails, visit the website
our world. We are people Room 2158, Medical Scienceswww.g20.torontomobilize.or@.

working for solidarity, self-
Don't let the G20 spoil your Toronto field Trip

=

Onen Forum GB/

L

determination, human rights,
justice, peace, a healthy planet
and transformative social change
We are groups thajuestion the
status quo and the supremacy ¢
global capitalism. We are a
movement of many movements,
organizing for the other world we
know is possible.”
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AVAILARLE EVERYWIHERE GUALITY BANIVWAILE CAN BE FOUND

People’s Co-op Bookstore
expands community support

VANCOUVER - One of the political hub, and to continue tothe near future. In another recen
People’s Co-op Bookstore'shold both in- and out-of-store success, the “Stars of Vancouve
biggest membership meetings irevents. One element of the plan iReaders’ Choice Awards”
many years was held on May 14to expand the retail and meetingconducted by thevancouver
packing its premises at 139larea within the current premisesCourier newspaper gave People’s
Commercial Drive for a lively by carrying outrenovations whichCo-op a First Place in the category
discussion on the future.of thewould downsize the storage spaceof “Bookstore Eastside.”
store. After an in-depth exchange Like many otherbookstoresand The meeting elected six new
of views and information, the Board members, reflecting the
members voted increased community support
overwhelmingly to suppor The new members come from
efforts to continue the store’ a wide range of backgrounds
operations. The meetin as activists in the anti-war,
focused much of its attentio labour, and other movements
on a detailed proposal for Volunteers are needed to
new business plan, putting the keep the momentum going,
main emphasis on buildingsmall businesses across Canad&r example by helping out at two
community support. People’s Co-op faces ongoingmajor Commercial Drive events

The three-year plan was putfinancial challenges. But thethis month: “ltalian Days” on
forward on behalf of the positive experience of theSunday, June 6, and “Car-Freg
Fundraising Committee mandated-undraising Committee since lasDay” two weeks later, on June
by the store’s 2009 Annual Generafall gave the membership 20th. The Fundraising Committee
Meeting, held last September.considerable cause for optimismalso welcomes new participants
While the cooperative’s rulesA wildly successful 65th Call manager Ray Viaud or co-
precluded a direct vote on theanniversary celebrationlastJanuarynanager Jane Bouey at 604-253
ambitious plan at this meeting, theatthe nearby WISE Hall drew aboutt442 to find out details.
consensuswasto backthe concef00 supporters, and sales and Readers across Canada can
of building on the store’s strength’smemberships are ontherise. Furthesrder from the store online, at]
as a community literary andfundraisers will be announced inwww.peoplescoopbookstore.com
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MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Gil Scott-Heron cancels Israel concert

African-American poet-musician Gil Scott-Heron, 61, joined the grov
list of artists who will not performin apartheid Israel, when he canc
a May 25 concert in Tel Aviv. Scott-Heron made the announcem
London’s Royal Albert Hall after being confronted by picketing f
and pressured by an open letter from the international boycott cam
A prominent member of Artists Against Apartheid in the 1980s, S
Heron declared that he would not play in Israel “until everyone can
recently returned to form with his acclaimed 2010 allboniNew Here

v

ving
blled
ent at
s
Daign.
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"He

after being distracted for more than a decade by personal prollems.

Scott-Heron joins other notable musicians boycotting Israel, incly
Sting, Carlos Santana and Brian Eno.

Born Free too much for YouTube

UK hip-hop artist M.I.A. has released a controversial video of her
singleBorn Free To say that it expresses discontent with the “Wa

ding

new
' on

Terror” is to put it mildly. Daughter of a militant in Sri Lanka’s Tal
Tigers secessionistmovement, M.I.A. charges that country’s vict

il
ious

Buddhist majority with genocide against the Tamil minority. YouTbe
pulled the video on April 27 claiming that scenes of nudity and grgphic

y violence violated its rules. It depicts a heavily-armed SWAT tgam,

complete with U.S. insignia, raiding an apartment block and rour|ding

up young red-headed boys. They are taken to an abandoned are
one is executed and the rest are made to run through a mine fiel
disturbing work will mean many things to many people. M.I.A

www.miauk.com.

The Chieftans’ American history lesson

The Chieftans’ new albungan Patricig tells the story of Irish solde
who deserted from the U.S. army during the Mexican-American W
1846-48. The Saint Patrick’s Battalion fought with distinction on
Mexican side. Irish immigrants were discriminated against in 1
century America, and with a history of resistance to British imperig
it is no surprise that they sympathised with the Mexican people. \
the San Patricios are honoured in Mexico and Ireland, their stor
suppressed in the U.S. for many years. Coming at a time of

struggle for immigrant rights this deeply anti-racist album challe
the dominant narrative of American histd®an Patricids co-produced
by guitarist-folklorist Ry Cooder (&Buena Vista Social Clulame) and
features a stellar cast of Mexican and Mexican-American musici

Silvio Rodriguez plays Carnegie Hall

While the Obama administration shows little sign of relaxing
embargo of socialist Cuba, the hardline has eased somewhat in t
of travel and cultural exchange. Famed Cuban singer-songwriter
Rodriguez, 63, has been granted a travel visa. The singer, known

where
d. The
is

| unlikely to be hurt by the ban. Anyone can see it at her welpsite:
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e field
Silvio
for his

eloguent lyrics, will play historic Carnegie Hall June 4 and give

additional concerts in Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco and M
The last time Rodriguez set foot on U.S. soil was in 1980, while Ji
Carter was still in power. Rodriguez is co-founder of the Nueva T
Cubana (New Cuban Song) movement, which reflected the revoluti
enthusiasm of the sixties and continues to be popular througho
Spanish-speaking world.

Thoughts on the 2010 JUNO Awards

The 39th annual JUNO Awards show, broadcast on April 18, was
the hard sell of corporate pop music, hair care products, cars ar
drinks. Winners not in the big-money market were relegated to theg
televised gala the previous evening. Among the winners at the tele
event, top marks for crassness go to singer Michael Bublé, who th
Canadian radio for “playing the heck” out of his song, and w
presented with the “Pepsi Fan Choice Award,” praised the soft
giant before thanking his fans. The predictable finale featured
reggae star K'Naan singing his Wavin’ Flag joined by a host of po
stars, including cuddly teen idol du jour Justin Bieber. Highlight o
broadcast: a Newfoundland & Labrador tourism ad that shg
apparently “real” people making music in their community and ha
and asked “Isn’t it time you got the Top 40 out of your system?”

Singer-activist Lena Horne (1917-2010)

Singer, actress and civil rights activist Lena Horne died May 9. H
was one of the first African-American performers to tour with an
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white band, and the first to sign a long-term movie contract. Althgugh

her roles were often cut when the films were distributed in the Jim

south, her movie contract stated that she would never play the ro
maid. While entertaining troops during World War Il she refused to
to segregated audiences. In the McCarthyite 1950s Horne was blac
because of her relationship with friend and mentor Paul Rob
Undaunted, in the sixties she appeared on the front line of the civil
movement beside figures like Martin Luther King and Medger E
Lena Horne inspired as a performer for decades while never letti
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in the struggle for racial equality
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KKE leader: solution to Greek crisis....

provision of information to the organized internal and

people. international reaction. The EU ancii\Ve1glelelU)Y/<] g =165
Anexclusively public, universal NATO, the agreements with the ; ;

external trade. It has capabilitiesand free system of educationUSA, do not leave much room forlégft;:gmﬁl,ggtﬁq V?/ﬂg?fa%/éxat\g

in the production of modern healthcare, welfare and sociaimaneuvering by EU member| 5.4< of the Docks,” on ILWU

products, machinery, tools andsecurity.... countries. leader Harry Bridges. Free

appliances. The centrally planned The solution to this problem by yqnhations welcome Centrefo;
In order for a people’s economydevelopment of society is a needvithdrawal from the EU is gqgjglist Education’706 Clark

to exist for all, we must find a that stems from today’s demandsinevitable with the aim a se f_dgrive' call 604—255—’2041.

continued from page 7

solution to the problem of firstofallthe demandsof humanityreliant, popular development an
ownership for the satisfaction ofwhich is the primary productive cooperation that is in the interes
people’s needs and not the need®rce. The need to satisfy the wideof the people.
of profit. ranging modern needs of the It is necessary to step up out?BC Robson Square, C-300
The choice is one: a change irworking people, the need for theactivity on the basis of the struggle heatre, 6:30 pm, $15.
the historically outdated socialmeans of production to develop,againstthe problems. We struggld8th Annual People’s Voice/
relations of ownership thatfor science and technology toceaselessly for immediate gaind®kebel Youth Banquet, Sat.,
determine the political system asdevelop for the benefit of the forthe working people and we will June 5, 6 pm, Russian Hall, 600
well and concern the basic andpeople, make central planning aontinue so that measures can béampbell Ave. Tickets $10
concentrated means of productiowvital necessity. imposed by the power of theadvance or at door, call 604-
in the following areas: energy, People’s power promotesmovement reducing the acute254-98360r255-2041fordetails.
telecommunications, mineralintrastate commercial agreementgroblems, and relieving the peopleQOn-to-Ottawa Trek, historical
wealth, mining, industry, water and exchanges, agreements forthe We have developed positionsplaque ceremony and send-off
supply, transportation. utilization of techno-knowledge and demands for every singlefor 2010 homelessness
Socialization of the banking based on mutual interest. problem and issue that has comgrekkers, Sunday, June 6, 1-3
system, the system of extraction, The public debt will be re- up. However, that is not enoughpm, Crab Park (N. foot of Main),
conveyance and management aéxamined under people’s powettoday; an alternative proposal forcheck www.ontoottawa.ca.
natural resources; externaltrade, with the main criteria being the progress is needed so that th%topWarCoaIitionAGM, Sat.,
centralized network of internal interests of the people. struggle has an aim, a goal,;, <15 11.4 Maritime Labour
trade; housing for the people, Attheverybeginning, people’s meaning, and ultimately can applyCentre '111 \}ictoria Drive
research and the democratipower will have to confront an pressure in every phase. ' '

Friends of Cuba rally in solidarity

-l

UKOT, film on human rights
in the Philippines, June 3-4,

75th Anniversary of Battle of
Ballantyne Pier, ILWU-
Canada events, Sat., June 19,
march 9 am, from Maritime
Labour Centre, 12 noon rally at
New Brighton Park, evening
dinner & dance.

COPE Solstice BBQ, Monday,
June 21, at Vancouver Rowing
Club. Support COPE’s work at
City Hall, Parks Board, and
School Board. Tickets $60, calll
604-813-7627.

Winnipeg, MB

Defeat Veolia waste water

contract, strategy meeting for
supporters, Tue., June 8, for
time & place, call Labour
Elections Committee, 792-3371.

'/ % LEASING

! |III
i 267.0045

¥

i, i‘k\r;\

Calgary, AB

On-To-Ottawa Trek, 75th
anniversary celebration, Wed.,
June 9, 7:30 pm, ATU Union
Hall, 5325-1A Street SW. An

entertaining multi-media
celebration of history, labour
and social conscience.

Toronto, ON

Harper's attacks on
reproductive rights at home
and abroad, paneldiscussion,
Monday, June 21, 7 pm, 25
Cecil St., organized by Ontario
Coalition for Abortion Clinics,
416-969-8463.

G8/G20 People First Forum,
sponsored by CLC, Sat., June
19,10 am-4:30 pm. For detalils,
see report on page 10.

G8/G20rallyand march, Sat.,
June 26, 1 pm, from Queen’s
Park, call 416-441-3710 for
details.

Fort Erie, ON

Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association-Niagara, social
event Sunday, June 13,2-6 pm,
$5 for a taste of cuba, BBQ,
Cuban music, 1760 Ridge
Road.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews
United, vigil against the
occupation, every Friday at
noon, Sainte-Catherine and
Union (near Metro McGill).

Solidarity with the
Greek workers!

Support the PV 2010
Fund Drive!

Lo imerican Solidotity NePwork

TORONTO: Friends of Cuba rally at the Cuban Consulate on May 21, calling for the end to the US
blockade and freedom for the five Cubans held in US jails. (Photo: Ed Bil)

At a time of new right-wing attacks. Such erroneous actsct with impunity against Cuba,
attacks against the sovereignty ofnclude an international campaignwhile five Cubans who had tried to
Cuba, friends across the worldregarding so called “dissidents” inexpose and stop terrorism againslt
are expressing their solidarity. Thean attempt to discredit Cuba andheir country, are unjustly in
Canadian-Cuban Friendship its revolution. prisons in the United States. W4

People'sVoice deadlines:

JUNE 16-30 issue: Thursday, June 3
JULY 1-31 issue: Thursday, June 17
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Association (Toronto) issued the We support Cuba’s right to demand their release!

following statement for a May 21 sovereignty and its right to be free  In spite of an inhuman and

rally at the Cuban Consulate:
We are here today to show ouand false

support for and solidarity with harassment.

Cuba at this time of anti-Cuban We also support Canada andghelter.

campaigns andCuba has free health care, fre
education, the right for food and
It is internationally

of interference, terrorist attacks,jmmoral U.S. blockade against it, Correcting tWwWo mistakes

A sharp-eyed reader caught an error in the otherwise excgllent
article by Ana Phain our May 16-31 issue, “Is Marxism relevant to

the UN’s position that the blockaderespected for its selfless support environmentalism?”, which originally appeared in the Australlan

of Cuba isimmoral and an affrontto other countries: Cuba send$
tointernational law. The lastthihngDOCTORS NOT SOLDIERS!

we need is to import this failed Canadians have a long history
policy from its supporters in of friendly relations with Cuba.
Miami, Washington and the few At this critical moment we

Kishanii...

continued from page 9

“Kishaniji” is supposedto havetold Terrorist organizations andout now against this vicious
our brave reporter that “too manyindividuals in the United Statescampaigne

villagers were working for the

administration.” What the “heroes”

do notreveal is thatmore and mor 4 .

of the rural poor are standing u;B”tlSh COlUl I lbla HST aan

fortheir rights under the Red banner

by fossil fuels.

communist paper The Guardian. She writes at one point: “Hu
had no idea that the extensive use of fossil fuels and other prodlucers
of greenhouse gas emissions would burn holes in the ozone layer,
induce global warming and bring the human race to the brink of
extinction...” This formulation confuses two distinct environmental
who are trying to impose it here. encourage all Canadians to spedgk problems. The depletion of the ozone layer is primarily causefl by
CFCs and other chlorine- and bromine-containing compounds|, not

ans

And we apologize for a second mistake by our editor in the May
16-31 issue. The article “Darshan Singh, a secular revolutionary”
refers to the assassination by fundamentalists of Darshan
Canadian. At the time, Darshan was a Communist MLA in fthe
Punjab legislature, not an MP as stated.

ingh

of the CPI(M), and protests areCONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 - provincial treasury at least $10 billiom,
leading to resistance. without increasing investment or job creation. Investment in B.C. hg

The story has revealed theisen on average just 0.26 per cent per year since 2001. The fg
contradiction, to the detriment ofindustry, one of the biggest HST boosters, had already wiped out 23
the task to project “Kishanji” asjobs by 2008.
the all-conquering popular, Ifthe Liberals reject a referendum, the growing wave of public an
romantic hero. Thus, one shouldnay lead to recall campaigns against Liberal MLAs. That process wa
welcome more such stories in théake more time, but it could drive the Liberals out of office well before 1
bourgeois media. Lies piled on liesext election set for May 2013. Unfortunately, the NDP shows no sig
ultimately produce the burgeoningwillingness to reverse Campbell’s tax cuts for the corporations and hig
of class hatred, as the massdscome taxbrackets. Thatcould leave mostvoters - exceptthose inrig
become politically conscious ofwhere Communist candidates are on the ballot - without a progres
the tasks that lie aheasl. alternative if and when the Liberals are dumped.

REDS ON

THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org
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WFTU Congress call: abolish

exploitation, poverty and war

The Secretariat of the World Pakistan $71 per month. L
Federation of Trade Unions has “Inthe Middle Eastthe torment|,
announced that WFTU’s 16thofthe heroic Palestinian, Lebanes
World Congress will be held in and Syrian peoples continues
Athens next April. Formed in 1945, Israel, with the substantial suppor
the WFTU now has 200 nationalof the USA, the European Union
and sectoral trade unions in 11@&nd its allies is still illegally
countries, and 72 millionmembers.occupying the Syrian Golan

But the strength and potentialHeights, keeping Gaza isolatedf
of the new WFTU, the Call to the murdering people in Lebanon ang |y N
Congress notes, “lies mainly in itsposing a grave danger to stabilit = I &ﬂf‘}'j,‘ﬂ:pl

el

union mechanism that in words
keeps an equal distance from
Israeli occupation forces and the
people of Palestine, that will
participate in the slander against
Cuba, Venezuela and Bolivia or
do we need an international trade
union organization like the WFTU
thatin theory and practice follows
the principles and values of
proletarian internationalism and
labour solidarity?

All trade union organizations
are invited to the WFTU’s 16th
World Trade Union Congress, to

= A

positions and action, inits strategyand peace in the Southeaster _.
its tactics and initiatives... its activeMediterranean.” y L .
involvementinthe struggle, facing Unemploymentand poverty are = — = —
all current problems that affectgrowing in the Americas; even in 1 N€ All-Workers Militant Front (PAME) of Greece is a prominenbt
workers.” the U.S., the unemploymentrate i@ffiliate of the WFTU. share their opinions and views,
“The period we live in,” says 9.7%. initiatives and struggles all over thenew dynamic and fresh hopes.” and to help develop the prospects
the Call, “is one of aggressive Slander and attacks continuevorld. The demonstrations of “Since the 15th Congress inof the class struggle trade union
imperialism, anti-labour neo- against the heroic Cubanchildren in Pakistan against childHavana,” the Call continues,movement for the 21st century.
liberal policies and of the Revolution, Venezuela, Bolivia, exploitation, the struggles of“under conditions of capitalist The Call concludes: “Join us!
international economic crisis ofand Ecuador, along with theteachersand electriciansin Mexicoglobalisation, we have posed théJnite with ordinary people who
the capitalist system. This crisis isoccupation in Haiti, and supportof fishermen and coalminers incrucial question: under currentwere born and grew up with the

of life, culture and climate
change. Crises are inthe DNA
of capitalism and for this
reason they come again an("
again. It is impossible for
capitalism to solve the
problems of the peoples of
the world.”

The WFTU points to
Africa as an example, “a

expressed in all sectors: in Chile, of metalworkers in circumstances, in the working class in their countries,

the economic and social level, Peru, of construction contemporaryworld, whatkind of people who did not sell out their
the environment, the quality workers, of immigrants in international trade union principlesandvalues. Cometomeet
WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE LiNines
i§45 - 2010

France and the USA, of airmovementdoes the world workingreal sisters and brothers. Together
and land transport workersclass need? Today, under theve can achieve more. Join us,
and workers in the carconditions of international become a member of the large
industry in many countries, economic crisis this question isSWFTU family and take part in its

of workers inthe oilindustry even more pertinentandimportantbodies and leadership. Come with
in Nigeria, of workers in  “Do we today need anus as a friend, even if you don'’t
India, coordinated militant international bureaucratic agree on everythingwithus. Onthe
action in Brazil and mechanism to cooperate withnew path of the WFTU all militant

Bangladesh, the dynamicmultinationals and capital, or antrade unionists have a place, to
strikesin Greece, Nepal, Irag,international organization such asstruggle all together for the abolition

continentrich in wealth-producing for the dictatorship in Honduras.Arab World, South Africa, the WFTU thathas chosento movefexploitation, for aworld without
resources but with the pooresin Colombia, more than 210 tradePortugal, Turkey and many otherforward based on the principles,njustice, poverty and war.”

people.” The average

expectancy in Zambia is 38.6over the past five years, and thehe class-oriented struggle. Millionsclass-oriented
years. In oil-rich Nigeria, 42% of country is being transformed intoof strikers in all continents with the movement?...
participation of youth, women and

the population have no access ta U.S. military base.

life unionists have been assassinatezbuntries have traced new paths ithe culture and the values of the

Information is available from

trade unionthe WFTU Secretariat by email
<wftu-16Congress@hotmail.com>

“Do we need an internationalor on the Federation's website,

drinking water, and diarrheaisthe Unemployed workers in the migrant workers have provided abureaucratic aggressive tradevww.wftucentral.orge

second largest killer of children,European Union totalled 23
causing as many as 17% of thenillion by February 2010. The
deaths of those under five.highest official unemployment

Irish public workers saddled with cutbacks

continue in Somalia and Sudanlatvia with 21.7% and Spainwith  Public anger against the Irishthan in Greece. The governmentut and the whole middle
and wages remain abysmally lon19%. Privatizations, the government’'s pro-businesshas promised to bring the deficitmanagement structure has been
in most countries. undermining of social security andpolicies may be starting to boil below the 3% limit of national removed from schools.”
Meanwhile, in Irag, the reduction of wages andover. One recent protest outsidéncome by 2014, with drastic Onthe other hand, members of
Afghanistan and Pakistan, “the USpensions are acommon strategy dhe Dail (Parliament) ended inspending cuts andtaxincreases. #he Irish National Teachers’
and European imperialists areall European governments, bothviolent clashes. When protestorkey piece of this “austerity” drive Organisation, the largest in the
continuing their occupation andneoliberal and social democraticattempted to fighttheirway inside,is the Croke Park agreement ortountry, voted to accept the deal
military operations. They are The Lisbon Treaty, warns thethe police drew their batons andcutting public sector pay and otheiby nearly two to one.
threatening Iran and plunderingWFTU, “shows the reactionary fought back. “reforms.” The participation by  Other unions which have
the Asian Republics of the formerattitude and the real role of the Ireland is currently running a some unionleadersinreaching théacked the deal include the Public
Soviet Union. In Bangladesh theEuropean Union.” budget deficit of 14.3% of national agreement has been condemneService Executive Union and the
basic salary is $26 per month, in But in response, “the globalincome, almost five times theby many unionists. Assaociation of Higher Civil and
Sri Lanka $59 per month and inworking class is responding with European Union’s limit,and higher ~ Two ofthe mainteaching unionsPublic Servants. Meanwhile, the

reC(la(ntIy voted agair;1$t the CLokeCiviIdPuinc anﬂ Services Union
Park agreement. The Teachersvoted against the agreement.
NEWS FOR PEOPLE,

NOT FOR PROFITS!

Union of Ireland rejected the deal At the biennial conference of
by a margin of three to one, whilethe Impact public sector trade
the Association of Secondaryunion, delegates rejected calls to
Teachers Ireland voted “no” by aurge a No vote on the Croke Park
margin of 62% to 38%. agreement. The union’s National

Every issue of PeopLE’s Voice TUI General Secretary PeterEducation and Welfare Board

gives you the latest on the MacMenamin attributed the largebranch had proposed the
margin to the open-ended demandonference should recommend

ﬁghtback_from coast to coast. for the renegotiation of therejection. Amanda Richards, a

Whether it' s the struggle to defeat

the HarperT ories, resist ance to

social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba

or workers’ struggles around the

world, we've got the news the

corporate media won't print.

Conflicts fanned by imperialism rates among the EU states are in

’ I
people’s |
: teachers’ contract, whichiswidelydelegate from the Health and
| viewed as buying a “pig in a poke”. Safety Authority branch, said she
Asked whether the TUI would behad been involved in the trade
| bound by any overall decision inunion movement for a number of
favour of the deal by public sectoryears, but she had never seen a
unions, MacMenamin did not ruledeal which resulted in a four-year
out a go it alone position. pay freeze and an uncertain
ASTI General Secretary Johnreversal of pay cuts presented as

U $30 for 1 year U $50 for 2 years
U Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year
U Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year

And we do more than that-we Name White said: “Clearly the ballot “a major achievement.”
report and analyze event s from a results of the second-level teacher Otherdelegates pointed out that
unions indicate that a one-size fitaccepting the agreement would be

revolutionary perspective, helping
to build the movement s for justice
and equality , and eventually for a
socialist Canada. Read the p aper
that fight s for working people— on
every p age—in every issue! L

all agreement is not appropriaté'shackling ourselves astrade union
for second level. Second-levelmembers and activists,” since it
teachers have been put to the piwould adversely affect the pay,
of their collars dealing with all the promotional opportunities and

difficulties of society which working conditions of Impact

manifest in their classrooms at anembers and weaken the union
time when resources have beemovement.e

Postal Code

Send to: People’s Voice,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
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